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i  nsr  id  :e  :x. 

A. 

Abdominal  section,  with  rupture  of  uterus,  286. 
Abortion ;  resolution  concerning ;  detection  of,  52 ; 

a  case  of,  255 ;  criminal  cases  of,  280,  455. 
Abscess;  furunculous,  in  the  external  meatus,  12; 
treatment  of  corneal,  144 ;  induration  from,  162 ; 
hepatic,  203 ;  psoas,  300. 

Absent,  570. 
Accident ;  a  rare  surgical,  87 ;  fatal,  132. 
Acid,  carbolic ;  case  of  diabetes  treated  by,  121 ;  in 
surgery,  151 ;  antidote  to,  198 ;  internal  use  of,  241 ; 
its  uses  and  applications,  251 ;  myrrh  and  glyce- 

rine, inhalations  of  in  true  croup,  313 ;  as  a  substi- 
tute for  creasote,  518 ;  as  an  anaesthetic,  535 ;  chloro- 

acetic,  in  fibrous  growths,  149 ;  citric,  discovery  of, 
541 ;  phenic  (see  carbolic) ;  prussic,  effects  of,  461 ; 
sulphuric,  local  application  of  in  treatment  of  dis- 

eased bone,  63. 
Acne,  139. 
Aconite,  236, 
Aconitine,  38. 
Act  against  empiricism,  201. 
Action ;  of  chlorides  on  calomel,  125 ;  new,  of  uterus, 

189 ;  proper,  312 ;  of  ergot  on  the  blood  vessels,  464 ; 
physiological,  of  tobacco  smoke ;  of  digitalis,  515. 

Actors,  circus,  longevity  of,  65. 
Acts,  English  contagious  diseases,  379. 
Acute ;  aural  catarrh,  12 ;  inflammation  of  membrana 
tympani,  13;  rheumatism,  sesquichloride  of  iron 
as  a  prophylactic,  80. 

Address,  inaugural,  51. 
Adentulous  neuralgia,  case  of,  418. 
Advertising,  expulsion  for,  125. 
Agency  of  mind  in  disease,  488. 
Ages,  middle,  medicine  in,  191. 
Agriculturist,  American,  197. 
Ague,  perimetritis  simulating,  10. 
Ailanthus  glandulosis,  supposed  case  of  poisoning 

by,  159. 
Air;  compressed  in  lung  diseases,  198;  passages, 

foreign  bodies  in,  214,  387 ;  impure,  intolerance  of, 
513 ;  in  the  veins,  354. 

Albuminuria,  cathartic  remedy  for,  51. 
Albuminous  urine  and  a  new  reagent,  63. 
Alcohol,  517  ;  in  Medicine,  86,  117. 
Alcoholic  liquors,  inconsiderate  prescription  of  by 

physicians,  217. 
Alterations  of  well  water  by  nearness  to  burial 
grounds,  178. 

Alterative,  seneca  as  a  bronchial,  551, 
Alumni;  Association  of  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
177;  Medical  of  New  York  University,  annual 
meeting,  381. 

American;  Agriculturist,  197;  Medical  Association, 
see  medical  societies;  medical  journalism,  chrono- 

logy of,  335. Americans,  fertility  of,  335. 
Ammonia;  in  poisoning,  81;  muriate  of,  in  hepa- 

titis, 82. 
Amnii,  liquor,  irregular  discharge  of,  188. 
Amputation ;  of  finger,  29 ;  at  the  knee,  suggestion 

in,  265 ;  of  the  leg,  266. 
Amyl,  nitrate  of,  496. 
Anaesthesia,  139 ;  ovariotomy  without,  421 ;  local,  541. 
Anaesthetic,  carbolic  acid  as  an,  535. 
Anaesthetics,  mortality  under,  242. 
Analysis  of  milk  in  New  York,  18. 
Anatomical  anomalies,  490. 
Anatomy  of  suicides,  354. 
Ancient  doctrine  about  the  spleen,  38. 
Anecdote  of  Dupuytren,  150. 
Anemia;  treatment  of,  222;  progressive  pernicious, 

333. 
"  Aneurisma  aortae  "  547,  571 
Aneurism,  30. 
Ani  pruritus,  201.  ? 
Animal  mechanics,  proposition  in,  448. 
Animals,  relation  of  to  tinea,  and  of  tinea  to  man,  41. 
Annual  report  of  Philadelphia  Health  Officer,  334. 
Anomalies,  anatomical,  490. 
Another  lesson,  191. 
Antidote ;  to  liquor  poisoning,  106 ;  to  carbolic  acid, 

198 ;  226. 
Anti-galactagogue,  belladonna  locally  applied  as  an, 

55,  208. 
Antrum,  maxillary,  disease  of,  29. 
"Aortae,  aneurisma,"  547,  571, 
Apoplexy,  456. 
Aphasia,  ataxic  pathology  of,  259. 
Application,  local,  of  sulphuric  acid  in  diseased 

bone,  63. 
Applications;  cold  in  hyperpyrexia,  372;  external, 

risks  of  certain,  420. 

Apt  reproof,  515. 
Army  surgeons,  transfers  of,  474. 
Arrest  of  mammary  secretion  by  belladonna,  55, 208. 
Arsenic  in  menorrhagia  and  leueorrhcea,  100. 
Artery,  uterine,  rupture  of,  254. 
Artificial ;  peculiarities  hereditarily  transmitted,  447  ; 

perforation  of  membrana  tympani — concerning  the 
doctrine  of,  499. 

Aspects,  medico-legal  of  pretended  concealed  preg- 
nancy, 491. 

Asthma,  on  treatment  of,  374. 
Atomizer,  a  new,  148. 
Atropia ;  poisoning  by,  257 ;  uses  of,  445. 
Atrophy,  gray  of  the  optic  disk,  257. 



iv Index. 

lural ;  catarrh,  acute,  12 ;  and  ophthalmic  surgery, 
practical  observations  on,  443. 

Auriculae,  eczema  of,  11. 

B. 

Babies ;  big,  312 ;  diminutive,  493. 
Baby-farming,  450. 
Backs,  lame,  shamming,  52. 
Bad  spell,  270. 
Ball,  sciatica  from  lodgment  of  in  buttock,  430. 
Baronet,  a  new  medical,  584. 
Bathing,  cold,  107. 
Bavarian  method  of  treating  fractures,  247. 
Bean,  Calabar,  in  spinal  meningitis,  534. 
Beet-root,  manufacture  of  sugar  from,  32. 
Belladonna ;  for  the  arrest  of  mammary  secretions, 

55 ;  locally  applied  as  an  anti-galactagogue,  208, 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York,  268. 
Berlin,  small-pox  in,  393. 
Bequest,  charitable,  by  a  physician,  521. 
Big  babies,  312. 
Bill,  a  new  medical  in  Illinois,  198. 
Bi-polar  version,  393. 
Births,  plural,  167,  223. 
Bites  of  venomous  snakes,  223. 
Black  small-pox  and  its  treatment,  56. 
Bladder ;  female,  extract  of  a  goose-quill  from,  200 ; 

and  kidneys,  effects  of  various  liquors  on  the,  260. 
Blood ;  letting  in  disease,  25 ;  vessels,  action  of  ergot 

on,  464;  in  syphilis  and  small-pox,  312;  in  syphi- 
lis, 334 ;  influence  of  quinine  on  the  self-oxidation 

of,  540. 
Board  of  Health  of  Cincinnati,  426. 
Bodies ;  foreign,  in  the  ear,  11 ;  in  the  air  passages, 

214,  387 ;  in  the  eye,  419 ;  in  the  intestinal  canal, 
456. 

Bogus  diploma  business,  investigation  of,  152. 
Bone;  diseased,  local  application  of  sulphuric  acid 

in  treatment  of,  63 ;  setter,  a  natural,  178. 
Bones,  long,  operation  for  the  elongation  of,  236. 
Bony  deposit  in  the  eye-ball,  278. 
Boots,  high-heeled,  40. 
Bottles,  clean,  importance  of,  541. 
Bowel,  hemorrhage  and  typhoid  fever,  51. 
Bow-leg,  554. 
Brain,  gunshot  wound  of,  278. 
Brevities,  medical,  275. 
Bright's  disease,  the  ophthalmoscope  in  diagnosis  of, 284. 
Broken  heart  from  a  kick,  42. 
Bromide  of  potassium  ;  21 ;  and  chloral,  successfully 

employed  in  poisoning  by  strychnia,  520. 
Bromine  and  camphor  combined,  125. 
Bronchial,  alterative,  seneca  as  a,  551. 
Brown,  Dr.  I.  Baker,  387. 
Buculine  vaccination,  423. 
Bu#gy,  a  physician's,  129. 
Bulbi,  exterpatio,  43. 
Bunion,  gangrene  of  foot  from  a,  418. 
Burmese  hairy  woman,  43. 

Business,  the  bogus  diploma,  152. 
Bust  of  Delpech  of  Montpelier,  498. 

«  C. 

Calabar  bean  in  spinal  meningitis,  534. 
Calculus;  in  female,  29;  vesical,  30;  urethral,  25 
Calomel ;  the  action  of  chlorides  on,  125 ;  use  of,  15- 

digestion  of,  516. 
Campbell,  Margarette,  fate  of,  246. 
Camphor  and  bromine  combined,  125. 
Cannabis  medica  (Indica?),  European,  39. 
Canal,  intestinal,  foreign  body  in,  456. 
Cancer  of  the  mammary  gland,  279. 
Canvas  and  linen,  waterproofing,  41. 
Cardiac  lesions,  death  from,  64. 
Careless  surgery,  19. 
Carotid,  internal,  thrombosis  of,  260. 
Cases ;  treated  with  chloral,  33 ;  in  toxicology,  7 

medical,  notes  on,  94;  of  diabetes  treated  with  cc  I 
bolic  acid,  121. 

Casein,  constituents  of,  583. 
Catarrh ;  acute  aural,  12 ;  chronic — of  middle  ear,  1 

of  uterus,  121. 
Cathartic  remedy  for  albuminuria,  51. 
Catheter ;  use  of  the  vertebrated,  108 ;  indications  fj 

the  employment  of  in  old  persons,  143. 
Catheterization,  orchitis  as  a  result  of,  34. 
Cause  of  typhoid  fever,  378. 
Causes  of  decay  in  teeth,  305. 
Caution  in  use  of  chloral  hydrate,  77. 
Cavity,  tympanic;  effusion  of  serum  into,  13;  flu 

collections  in,  497. 
Cedar,  oil  of,  76. 
Cells;  genesis  of,  their  pathology,  physiology  ai 

therapeutics,  155. 
Censor  wanted,  222. 
Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  epidemic,  335. 
Cerumen,  inspissated,  11. 
Cervix  uteri  and  os,  ulceration  of,  45,  67;  observ 

tions  on,  273. 
Chair  vacant  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  356.  - 
Chancres ;  cold  water  for,  126. 
Change  of  position,  541. 
Changes  in  Harvard  Medical  School,  375. 
Charitable  bequests  by  a  physician,  521. 
Chemistry,  recent  progress  in,  13.  • 
Chemosis  of  the  lids,  279. 
Chicago;  Rush  Medical  College,  125 ;  medical  r%Yu%. 

fund,  130,  201  ;  fire,  destruction  of  scientific  colly.  . tions  by,  226. 
Child,  large,  568. 
Children,  novel  plan  of  soothing,  38. 
Chinese  treatment  of  tetanus,  517. 
Chits,  medical,  27. 
Chloral  hydrate,  201,  215,  345,  402 ;  and  chlorofonj K 

in  labor,  8;  for  toothache,  19;  how  to  administeijk 
22 ;  cases  treated  with,  33  ;  caution  in  the  use  o  L 
77 ;  recovery  after  excessive  use  of,  108 ;  and  coc  C:;-: 
liver  oil,  126 ;  external  use  of,  129 ;  and  electricit 
in  traumatic  tetanus,  217 ;  and  bromide  of  potai 
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sium  successfully  employed  in  poisoning  by  strych- 
nia, 520,  529. 

alorate  potash  in  treatment  of  chronic  dysentery, 
99. 
lloride  of  potassium,  150. 
ilorides :  the  action  of  on  calomel,  125. 
liloro-acetic  acid  in  fibrous  growths,  149. 
aloroform ;  and  chloral  in  labor,  8 ;  a  sensitive  test 
for,  40 ;  modified  by  whiskey,  95,  199. 

.  hlorometry,  42. 

holera ;  316,  426 ;  in  Nova  Scotia,  44 ;  and  rinder- 
pest, 154 ;  eliminative  treatment  of,  241 ;  infantum, 

278,  579  the,  584. 
horea,  6,  317. 
aronic  ;  catarrh  of  middle  ear,  12 ;  dysentery  treat- 

ed by  chlorate  of  potash,  99 ;  catarrh  of  the  ute- 
rus, 121;  rheumatism,  kerosene  oil  in,  487. 

hronology  of  American  Medical  Journalism,  335. 
ilia,  faulty,  new  method  of  destroying,  489, 
lincinnati  Board  of  Health,  426. 
!ircumcision,  modern  operation  for,  376. 
!ircus  actors,  longevity  of,  65. 
Claims,  women's,  541. 
!lavicle;  fracture  of,  117;  spontaneous  dislocation 

:   of,  359. 
^lean  bottles,  the  importance  of,  541. 

Clergymen,  shall  we  attend  their  families  gratui- 
tously ?  448,  542,  568,  569, 

Climate  in  disease,  60 ;  in  consumption,  531. 
Clinical,  teachers,  our,  1 ;  notes,  321,  363.  ■ 
^od-liver  oil  and  chloral  hydrate,  126. 

}old;  bathing,  107;  water  for  chancres,  126 ;  appli- 
cations in  hyperpyrexia,  372. 

Colds,  cure  for,  516. 

College,  medical';  Rush,  Chicago,  125 ;  Long  Island 
Hospital,  149,  359;  Jefferson,  the  vacant  chair, 
358  ;  Detroit,  519 ;  new,  in  Wilmington,  N.  C,  545. 

Collection,  scientific,  destruction  of  by  Chicago  fire, 
226. 

Comitia  minora,  21, 
Commencements,  medical,  250,  268,  269,  270,  272,  314, 
;  315. 
"Commercial  value  of  culture  of  hops  in  U.  S.,  32. 
Commission,  the  pharmacy,  86. 
.Comparative,  embryology,  82 ;  mortality  of  phthisis 

in  different  States,  581. 
Compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  right  leg,  89, 
Compressed  air  in  lung  diseases,  198. 
Compounds,  patented  medical,  538. 
Compulsory  vaccination,  63. 

/  Concealed  and  pretended  pregnancy,  medico-legal 

,  '  aspects  of,  491. 
Congenital  hare  lip,  431. 
Congress;  international  medical,  154;  the  medical 

of  France,  296. 
Conservative  surgery  in  minor  operations,  536. 
Consumption  ;  pathology  of,  333 ;  climate  in,  531. 

jl  Contagion,  how  to  judge  of,  399. 
,  Contagious;    is  puerperal  fever,  32;  disease  acts, 

)     English*,  379. 1  Contract,  attending  the  poor  by,  336. 

Convulsions,  puerperal,  256,  453. 
Copaiba,  new  method  of  administering,  151, 
Cord,  spermatic,  encysted  hydroceles  of,  5. 
Corn,  ergoted  Indian,  medical  use  of,  518. 
Cornea,  staphyloma  of,  external  injury,  417. 
Corneal  abscess,  treatment  of,  144. 
Corrigenda,  150,  264,  378,  472. 
Corrosive  sublimate,  poisoning  by;  248, 
"  Cottage  system  "  for  the  insane,  216. 
Cotton ;  wool  as  a  surgical  dressing,  488 ;  seed  oil, 468. 

Course  of  crime,  107. 
Creasote;  test  for  the  purity  of,  497;  carbolic  or 

phenic  acids  as  substitute  for,  518. 
Crime,  the  course  of,  107,  t 
Criminal  abortion,  65. 

Criticisms,  Dr.  Liebreich's  art,  512. 
Croton-chloral,  18. 
Croup,  true,  treatment  by  inhalation  of  glycerine, 
myrrh  and  carbolic  acid,  313. 

Culture  of  hops  in  United  States,  commercial  value 

of,  32, 
Cundurango,  17,  151 ;  a  failure,  250 ;  letters  about, 539. 

Cure ;  for  opium  habit,  149 ;  of  inebriates,  351. 
Curvature,  spinal,  treatment  of,  466. 
Cyanide  of  iodine  in  iodine,  40. 
Cyanosis  from  nitrate  of  silver  removed  by  iodide  of 

potassium,  564. 
Cyst,  synovial,  occupying  the  popliteal  space,  96. 
Cystic  mammary  glands,  4. 
Cystitis  in  the  female,  463. 

D. 
DaCosta,  Dr,  J.  M.,  election  of  in  Jefferson  Medical 

College,  498. 
Daily  stool,  to  procure  a,  275. 
Darwin,  a  note  for,  201. 
Deaf  and  dumb,  the  oral  educatiou  of,  260. 
Deafness,  nervous,  13. 
Death;  sudden,  44,  256;  from  cardiac  lesion,  64;  of 

Dr.  Heller,  150;  Paul  Dubois,  154;  sudden  of 

a  physician,  178 ;  from  inhalation  of  nitrous  oxide 
gas,  343 ;  -rate  in  United  States  and  Europe,  522. 

Deaths,  (see  last  page  of  each  number). 
Decapitation,  393. 
Decay  in  teeth,  causes  of;  305. 
Degree  conferred,  44,  294, 
Degrees,  233. 
Delirium  tremens,  302,  325 ;  treated  with  chloral 

hydrate,  34. 
Delpech,  bust  of,  498. 
Dental  irritation,  279. 
Dentistry,  268. 

Deposit,  bony,  in  the  eye-ball,  278. 
Destroy,  garden  pests,  to,  541. 
Destroying  faulty  cilia,  new  method,  489. 
Destruction  of  a  scientific  collection  by  fire  at  Chi- 

cago, 226, 
Destructive  specific  inflammation  of  both  eyes,  29. 
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Detecting  small  quantities  of  sugar  in  urine,  a  new 
method,  492. 

Detection  of  abortion,  52. 
Determination  of  sugar  in  urine,  62. 
Diabetes ;  treated  by  carbolic  acid,  121 ;  and  its  treat- 

ment, 227. 
Diagnosis ;  of  urethral  and  vesical  diseases,  118 ;  of 

Bright's  disease,  the  ophthalmoscope  in,  284. 
Diagram,  an  interesting,  124. 
Diarrhoea,  use  of  pepsin  in,  465. 
Digitalis,  236 ;  action  of,  515. 
Digestion  of  calomel,  516. 
Diminutive  babies,  498. 
Diploma;  the  sale  of,  146;  bogus,  business,  investi- 

gation of,  152 ;  a  university,  at  discount  in  England, 
177  ;  traffic,  225 ;  trade,  end  of  the,  308. 

Diphtheria,  on,  401. 
Directory,  Medical  of  United  States,  Toner's,  271. 
Discharge,  irregular  of  liquor  amnii,  188. 
Discovery  of  citric  acid,  540. 
Disease ;  blood-letting  in,  25 ;  of  maxillary  antrum, 

29 ;  climate  in,  60 ;  an  interesting  case  of  protracted 
multiform,  69;  inter-cranial,  140;  Bright's,  the 
ophthalmoscope  in  diagnosis  of,  284;  and  the 
weather,  400  ;  influence  of  sex  on  heart,  401 ; 
medical  treatment  of,  459 ;  agency  of  the  mind  in, 
260 ;  local  variations  in,  424. 

Diseased  bone,  local  application  of  sulphuric  acid  in 
treatment  of,  63 ;  testicle,  555. 

Diseases ;  of  ear,  treatment,  11 ;  hereditary,  the  ex- 
citing cause  of,  101 ;  urethral  and  vesical,  the  diag- 

nosis of,  118;  skin,  phosphorus  in,  119;  of  skin, 
electricity  in,  139 ;  parasitic,  140 ;  lung,  compressed 
air  in,  198;  unity  and  genesis  of,  290;  contagious 
acts,  English,  378. 

Disinfectant,  treatment  of  small-pox,  240 ;  eucalyptus 
as  a,  583. 

Disinfectants,  11 ;  value  of,  58. 
Dislocation;  of  inferior  maxillary,  345;  of  the 

shoulder,  346 ;  spontaneous  of  the  clavicle,  359. 
Disk,  optic,  gray  atrophy  of,  257. 
Dispensary,  Eastern,  of  New  York,  578.  ' 
Doctors  of  laws,  221. 
Doctrines,  ancient,  about  the  spleen,  38. 
Donation  to  Public  Library  of  Kentucky,  250. 
Douche,  extempore  vaginal,  an,  266. 
Double;  pneumonia,  184;. talipes  equino- varus,  429. 

553. 
Dressing,  surgical,  cotton  wool  as  a,  488. 
Dressings,  earth,  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London,  105. 
Dropsy,  hepatic  treatment  of,  142 ;  on  puncturing  in, 

564. 
Drug  and  medical  bill  of  Illinois,  310. 
Druggists  and  physicians,  the  relation  of,  295. 
Drunkenness ;  to  what  extent  are  physicians  responsi- 

ble for,  288 ;  increase  of,  337. 
Dubois,  Paul,  death  of,  154. 
Dumb  and  deaf,  oral  education  of  the,  260. 
Dupuytken,  anecdote  of,  150. 
Duration;  of  life,  influence  of  marriage  on,  63;  of 

strangulated  hernia  for  112  hours,  134. 

Dysentery;  chronic,  treated  by  chlorate  of  potash, 
99 ;  and  typhoid  fever,  ipecacuanha  in,  341. 

Dyspepsia,  95 ;  liquid,  467. 
E. 

Ear;  diseases  of,  treatment,  11;  effusion  of  serum 
into  tympanic  cavity  of,  13. 

Earth  dressings  in  Guy's  Hospital,  London,  105. 
Eating,  opium,  468. 
Eczema,  139 ;  auricula?,  11 ;  severe  of  the  wrist,  366, 
Edinburgh,  University,  Bector  of,  on  female  medical 

education,  247 ;  female  medical  students  at,  334. 
Editorial  : 

1872— Vol.  XXVI,  16;  The  value  of  records,  17. 
Longevity  in  Philadelphia,  37. 
American  Medical  Association ;  A  State  Board  oi 

Health,  59 ;  Climate  in  disease,  60. 

The  practice  of  the  future ;  The  "Wharton  trial,  85. Some  remarks  on  longevity,  104. 
An  interesting  diagram,  124. 
The  sale  of  diplomas;  The  mission  of  science,  146 
Practices  affecting  population,  175. 
Medicine  in  the  middle  ages,  191 ;  Prof.  Charles 

A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  192 ;  The  vaccination  question 
193;  The  Presbyterian  Hospital  in  Philadelphia. 196. 

On  quarantine  regulations,  220 ;  Doctors  of  Laws. 221. 
What  shall  be  done  ?  245. 
The  first  medical  journalist,  262. 
To  what  extent  are  physicians  responsible  foi 

drunkenness  ?  288 ;  The  unity  and  genesis  of  dis- 
ease, 290;  The  Presbyterian  Hospital,  291. 

The  end  of  the  diploma  business,  308 ;  The  Illinois 
medical  and  drug  bill,  310. 

The  physical  view  of  evil,  332. 
The  vacant  chair  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  356 
How  shall  we  write  prescriptions  ?  358. 

The  modern  operation  of  circumcision,  376;  The 
Toner  lectures,  378. 

The  question  of  intoxicants,  397 ;  The  march  of  an 
epidemic,  398. 

Furlough;  Buculine  vaccination,  423;  Local  va- 
riations in  disease,  424. 

Importance  of  sanitary  studies,  446. 
The  American  Medical  Association,  469. 
Humanized  vaccine  virus ;  The  limits  of  insanity, 

494. 

Dr.  Liebreich's  art  criticism,  512 ; .  On  tolerance 
of  impure  air,  513. 

Patented  medical  compounds,  538. 
About  prescribing,  566. 
The  importance  of  rest,  567, 

Education ;  medical  of  women,  106,  540 ;  oral  of  deaf 
mutes,  260. 

Effect;  of  light  on  small-pox  pustules,  131;  of  men-! 
strual  disorders  upon  the  vascularity  and  nutrition 
of  the  intra-ocular  structures,  550. 

Effects ;  of  various  liquors  on  the  kidney  and  bladder, 
260 ;  of  prussic  acid,  461 ;  mental  of  rheumatism, 

516.  - 
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[  Effusion  of  serum,  into  tympanic  cavity  of  ear,  13.  J 
Elected,  officers,  201 ;  283.  ] 
Election  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Da  Costa  to  Jefferson  Medical 

College,  498.  : 

Electric  machine,  a  Holtz,  to  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 294. 

Electricity,  201;  novel  use  of,  40;  and  nerve  force, 

109;  in  skin  diseases,  139;  and  chloral  in  treat- 
ment of  traumatic  tetanus,  217. 

Eliminative  treatment  of  cholera,  241. 
Elongation  of  long  bones,  operation  for,  236. 
Embryology,  comparative,  82. 
Embryotomy,  improvements  in,  392. 
Emissions,  seminal,  28. 
I  Empyema  and  pleurisy,  paracentesis  in,  237. 
I  Empiricism,  an  act  against,  201. 
I  Employment  of  the  catheter  in  old  people,  indications 

for,  143. 
I  Encysted  hydroceles  of  spermatic  cord,  5, 
i  Enforced  vaccination,  63,  150,  272. 
I  England,  university  diploma  at  discount  in,  177. 
English  contagious  disease  acts,  378. 
Enlargement  of  spleen  treated  with  hyposulphites  of 

soda,  306. 

Epidemic ;  the  march  of  an,  398 ;  small-pox  in  Eich- 
land  county,  Illinois,  history  and  statistics  of, 
179;    of  influenza,  314;    icterus  in  Paris,  316; 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  335. 

:  Epidermic  grafting,  171,  299. 
Epilepsy,  6. 

*  Epulis,  419. 
-f]  Ergot ;  use  of,  256 ;  action  of,  on  blood  vessels,  464. 
Ergoted  Indian  corn,  medical  nse  of,  518, 

^Erysipelas,  treatment  of,  138. 
Erythematosus,  lupus,  treatment  of,  564. 
ESMARCH,  Prof.,  reported  marriage  of,  248. 

:  Etiology,  literature  of,  458. 
Eucalyptus  globulus;  in  intermittent  fever,  510;  as  a 

disinfectant,  583, 
Europe  and  United  States,  death  rate  in,  522. 

c  European ;  canabis  medica  (Indica?),  39;  items,  316. 
!  Evil,  physical  view  of,  332. 

'!  Examination  into  quarantine  regulations,  544. 
]  Example,  a  worthy,  396. 
I  Excellent  laxative,  an,  546, 
1  Excessive  use  of  chloral,  recovery  from,  108. 
Excision  of  mammary  gland,  366. 
Exciting  cause  of  hereditary  diseases,  101. 

i  Exhibition,  annual,  for  the  Philadelphia  meeting  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  61. 

Experience,  some,  with  variola  and  vaccina,  1. 
Explanation,  concerning  gynaecology,  313. 
Expulsion  for  advertising,  125, 

1  Extempore  vaginal  douche,  an,  266. 
External ;  meatus,  furunculous  abscess  in,  12 ;  use  of 

•i  chloral,  129 ;  injury  of  cornea,  staphyloma  from, 
i     417 ;  applications,  risks  of  certain,  420. 

Exterpatio  bulbi,  43. 
,  Extraetof  meat,  497. 

,  Extraction ;  of  teeth,  painless,  68 ;  of  a  goose-quill 
from  a  female  bladder,  200. 

Extraordinary  remedy  for  small-pox,  64. 
Extremities,  lower;  fractures,  luxations,  &c,  wire 

gauze  supporter  for,  339. 
Eye ;  -ball,  bony  deposit  in,  278 ;  foreign  body  in,  419 ; 

injuries  to  the,  508. 
Eyes,  destructive  inflammation  of  both,  29. 

P. 
Fall,  fatal  injury  to  stomach  and  lungs  from,  403. 
Families  of  clergymen,  shall  we  attend  them  gratui- 

tously? 448,  542,  568,  569. 
Fancy  stock  vaccination,  191. 
Farming,  baby,  450. 
Fatal;  injury  to  stomach  and  lungs 'from  fall,  403  ; 

accident,  132. 
Fate  of  Margaret  Campbell,  246. 
Fatty ;  tumor,  20 ;  tissue,  the  histology  of,  140. 
Faulty  cilia,  new  method  of  destroying,  489. 
Female;  calculus  in,  29;  medical  education,  106; 

bladder,  extraction  of  a  goose-quill  from,  200; 
medical  educacion,  Rector  of  University  of  Edin- 

burgh on,  247;  medical  students  at  Edinburgh, 
334 ;  cystitis  in,  463. 

Femoral  hernia,  230 ;  strangulated  of  one  hundred 
and  twelve  days'  duration,  134. 

Femur ;  comminuted  fracture  of  the,  extending  into 
knee-joint,  298. 

Fever;  intermittent,  eucalyptus  globulus  in,  510; 
puerperal,  is  it  contagious  ?  32 ;  scarlet,,  420 ;  ice 

treatment  in,  336 ;  spotted,  367,  368,  and  its  treat- 
ment, 471 ;  typhoid  and  bowel  hemorrhage,  51 ;  and 

dysentery,  ipecacuanha  in,  341;  a  cause  of,  378; 
yellow,  52;  the  treatment  of,  234;  management  of, 
353. 

Fibro-sarcomata,  136. 
Fibrous  growths,  chlor-acetic  acid  in,  149. 
Finger,  amputation  of,  29. 
Fire ;  Chicago,  destruction  of  scientific  collection  by, 

226 ;  saved  from,  540. 
First  use  of  iron,  199. 
Fertility  of  Americans,  335. 
Fish ;  why  are  some  poisonous  ?  334. 
Fissure  of  anus,  414. 
Fluid  collections  in  tympanic  cavity,  497. 

Force ;  nerve,  the  source  of,  101 ;  and  electricity,  109. 
Forearm,  portion  of  gun-stock  imbedded  in,  346. 
Foreign ;  bodies  in  ear,  11 ;  body  in  air  passages,  214, 

387  ;  in  eye,  419 ;  in  intestinal  canal,  456. 
'  Foot,  gangrene  of,  from  bunion,  418. 

Fracture;  compound  comminuted  of  right  leg,  89; 

of  clavicle,  117 ;  of  femur,  extending  into  knee- 
joint,  298;  of  humerus,  ununited,  454. 

Fractures;  of  radius  and  ulna,  115;  the  Bavarian 
method  of  treatment  of,  247 ;  on  stiffening  after, 

293  ;  and  luxation  of  lower  extremities,  wire  gauze 
supporters  for,  339. 

France ;  increase  of  intemperance  in,  106 ;  medical 
congress  of,  396,  570. 

French,  wonder,  a,  246 ;  medical  temperance  society, 
I      469 ;  history,  a  medical  lesson  from,  517. 

Fund,  Chicago  relief,  130,  201. 



viii Index, 

Funis,  malposition  of,  255. 
Furlough,  423. 
Furunculous  abscess  of  external  meatus,  12. 

G. 
Ganglion,  malignant,  508. 
Gangrene  of  foot  from  bunion,  418. 
Garbage,  19. 
Garden  pests,  to  destroy,  541. 
Gas,  nitrous  oxide,  death  from  inhalation  of,  343. 
Gastralgia,  94. 
Gauze,  wire  supporter  for  treatment  of  fractures,  luxa- 

tions, &c,  of  lower  extremities,  339. 
General  Ketchum,  an  examination  of  Prof.  Reese's 

review  of  trial  of  Airs.  Wharton  for  murder  of,  475, 
503,  523. 

Generation,  spontaneous,  329. 
Genesis  of  eel  Is,  their  physiology,  pathologytand  thera- 

peutics, 155. 
Georgia  Medical  Association,  449. 
German  University,  women  refused  medical  instruc- 

tion in,  3S2. 
Germantown  Hospital,  110. 
Gland,  mammary  ;  cystic,  4;  cancer  of,  279. 
Glycerine,  myrrh  and  carbolic  acid;  inhalations  of  in 

true  croup,  313.  * 
Goitre,  6. 
Gonorrhoea,  1S5;  the  medical  treatment  of,  451. 
Goose-quill,  extraction  of,  from  female  bladder,  200. 
Grafting,  skin,  171,  299. 
Grafts,  /.oodcrmic,  140. 
Grant,  Tiiksident,  appointment  by,  545. 
Grass,  scurvy,  64. 
Gray  atrophy  of  optic  disk,  257. 
Greek,  medical,  540. 
Gross,  Prof.  S.  D.,  honor  to,  545. 
Growths,  fibrous,  149. 
Guarana,  a  remedy  for  sick  headache,  470. 
Gull,  Dr.,  132. 
Gunshot  wound  of  the  brain,  278. 
Gun-stock,  a  portion  of  imbedded  in  forearm,  346. 
Guy's  Hospital,  London,  earth  dressings  at,  105. 
Gynaecological ;  practice,  224 ;  treatment,  v379. 
Gynaecology;  value  of,  illustrated,  126;  explanation 

concerning,  313. 
H. 

Habit,  opium,  cure  of,  149. 
Hematoma,  509. 
Hematuria,  321. 
Hair  preparation,  lead  poisoning  following  the  use  of, 394. 
Hairy  woman,  a  Burmese,  43. 
Hare-lip,  congenital,  430. 
Havana,  the  outrage  on  medical  students,  87. 
Headache,  sick;  treatment  of,  98,  141, .199,  370,  380; 

guarana,  a  remedy  for,  470. 
Healing  of  wounds  by  a  new  method,  563, 
Health ;  of  the  Queen,  42;  State  Board  of,  59;  officer, 

the  new,  of  New  York,  311;  officer's  annual  report, 

of  Philadelphia,  for  1871, 334 ;  Board  of  Cincinnati, 426. 

Hearing  power,  method  of  recording,  285. 
Heart ;  broken  by  a  kick,  42 ;  disease,  influence  of 

sex  on,  401. 
Heller,  Dr.,  death  of,  150. 
Hemorrhage,  393 ;  of  bowel  and  typhoid  fever,  51 ;  of 

the  uterus,  363 ;  persistent  uterine,  treated  success- 
fully by  local  application  to  the  cervix,  427. 

Hemorrhoids,  415 ;  in  pregnant  and  puerperal  women, 
2S3 ;  mechanical  relief  for  protruding,  386. 

Hepatic;  dropsy,  treatment  of,  142;  abscess,  203. 
Hepatitis,  muriate  of  ammonia  in,  82. 
Hereditary  ;  disease,  exciting  causes  of,  101. 
Hereditarily  transmitted,  artificial  peculiarities,  447. 
Hernia,  210,  346;  and  trusses,  128;  femoral  strangu- 

lator of  one  hundred  and  twelve  hours'  duration, 
134;  femoral,  230;  taxis  in,  388.  • 

High-heeled  boots,  40. 
Hints  to  nurses,  521. 
Histology  of  fatty  tissue,  140. 
History ;  and  statistics  of  epidemic  small-pox  in  Rich- 

land county,  Illinois,  179 ;  French,  a  medical  lesson 
from,  517. 

Holland,  Sir  Henry,  memoirs  of,  106. 
lloltz  electrical  machine  at  University  of  Pennsylva- 

nia, 294. 
Homicidal  mania,  248. 
Homicides  by  insane  persons,  294. 
Honors  well  merited,  44,  294. 
Hops,  commercial  culture  in  United  States,  32. 
Hospital ;  the  Philadelphia  Orthopaedic,  87,  337 ;  Ger- 

mantown, 110 ;  Guy's,  London,  earth  dressings  in, 
105 ;  Long  Island  College,  149;  the  Presbyterian  in 
Philadelphia,  291 ;  infants'  at  the  seaside,  621. Hospital  Reports: 

Albany  Medical  College — 
Chorea;  second  case;  epilepsy,  6. 
Disease  of  axillary  antrum ;  calculus  in  the  female, 

29 ;  hydrocele ;  urinary  calculus ;  vesical  calcu- 
lus, 30. 

Jefferson  Medical  College — 
Cystic  mammary  glands,  4;  encysted  hydroceles,  of 

spermatic  cord,  5;  goitre,  6. 
Seminal  emissions,  28;  amputation  of  finger;  de- 

structive specific  inflammation  of  both  eyes,  29. 
Synovial  cyst  occupying  the  popliteal  space,  96'. sebaceous  tumor,  97. 
Case  of  necrosis  of  tibia,  365 ;  excision  of  mammary 

gland ;  severe  eczema  of  wrist,  366. 
Philadelphia  Orthopaedic — 

Double  talipes  equino-varus ;  spasmodic  talipes 
valgus  the  result  of  rheumatism,  cured  by  divi- 

sion of  the  peroni  and  extensor  longus  digitorum  v 
tendons,  429;  congenital  hare -lip;  .sciatica,  re- 

sulting from  lodgment  of  minieball  in  left  but- 
tock, over  sciatic  nerve — extraction  and  recovery, 430. 

University  of  Pennsylvania— 
Fractures  of  radius  and  ulna,  115;  fracture  of  cla- vicle, 117. 
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Fibro-sarcomata,  136 ;  varicose  veins,  137. 
Neuroma,  161;  inverted  toe-nail;  induration  from 

abscess,  162. 
Impotency,  184;  gonorrhoea,  185. 
Hernia,  210, 
Femoral  hernia,  230. 
Psoas  abscess,  300. 
Hernia ;  portion  of  gun-stock  imbedded  in  forearm, 

346;  dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  346;  ulcer  of 
tongue,  348.  \ 

Fissure  of  the  anus,  414;  hemorrhoids,  415. 
Ununited  fracture  of  humerus,  454;  foreign  body- 

in  the  intestinal  canal,  456. 
Double  talipes  equino-varus,  553 ;  bow-legs,  554 ; 

ulcers  of  rectum,  555 ;  diseased  testicle,  556. 
Hotel  Dieu,  Paris,  226. 
Howard  Hospital,  519. 
Humanized  vaccine  virus,  494. 
Humerus,  ununited  fracture  of,  454. 
Huxley,  Prof,  132. 
Hydrocele,  30,  54. 
Hydroceles,  encysted  of  spermatic  gland,  5. 
Hydrofugine,  88. 
Hydrophobia,  249 ;  treatment  of,  271. 
Hydrotherapeia  and  lithotomy,  519. 
Hydrothorax,  treatment  of,  522. 
Hyperpyrexia,  treatment  of,  150 ;  cold  applications  in, 

372. 
Hypodermic;  medication,  proper  method  of,  79;  use 

of  vaccine  virus,  279. 
Hyposulphites  of  soda  in  treatment  of  spleen,  306. 

I. 

Ice ;  treatment  of  scarlatina,  336 ;  in  inflammation  of 
the  mouth  and  throat,  541 ;  vanilla,  poisoning 
from,  355. 

Icterus,  epidemic,  in  Paris,  316. 
Illinois,  a  new  medical  bill  in,  198. 
Illustrated,  the  value  of  gynaecology,  126. 
Importance  of  clean  bottles,  514. 
Impotency,  181. 
Improvements  in  embryotomy,  392. 
Impudence  of  quacks,  41,  110. 
Impure  air,  tolerance  of,  513. 
Inaugural  address  of  President  of  Central  New  York 

Medical  Society,  51. 
Inconsiderate  prescription  of  alcoholic  liquors  by 

physicians,  217. 
Increase ;  of  intemperance  in  France,  106 ;  of  drunk- 

enness, 337. 
Indian  corn,  ergoted,  medical  use  of,  518. 
Indications  for  the  employment  of  the  catheter  in  old 

people,  143. 
Induration  from  abscess,  162. 
Inebriates  and  their  cure,  351. 
Infants'  hospital  at  seaside,  521 ;  summer  complaint 

of,  578. 
Infantum,  cholera,  278. 
Inflammation,  acute,  of  membrana  tympani,  13 ;  spe- 

cific, destructive,  of  both  eyes,  29 ;  treatment  of, 
348 ;  of  tongue  and  mouth,  ice  treatment  in,  541. 

Influence ;  of  marriage  on  duration  of  life,  63 ;  of  sex 
in  heart  disease,  401 ;  of  quinine  on  the  self-oxida- 

tion of  the  blood,  540. 
Influenza,  epidemic,  314. 
Inhalation ;  of  glycerine,  myrrh  and  carbolic  acid  in 

treatment  of  true  croup,  313 ;  of  nitrous  oxide  gas, 
death  from,  343. 

Injuries ;  mechanical,  producing  reflex  paralysis,  484 ; 
to  the  eye,  508. 

Injury ;  fatal,  to  stomach  and  lungs  from  a  fall,  403  ; 
external  to  cornea,  staphyloma  from,  417. 

Insane ;  "  cottage  system  "  for,  216 ;  homicides  of,  in 
France,  148,  294. 

Insanity ;  in  Virginia,  43 ;  is  suicide  a  sign  of,  568. 
Insecticides,  496.  * 
Insomnia,  with  threatened  puerperal  mania,  treated 

with  chloral,  33. 
Insomnial  delirium  tremens,  34. 
Inspissated  cerumen,  11. 
Instruction,  private,  359. 
Intemperance,  increase  of  in  France,  106. 
Intercranial  disease,  140. 
Interesting  case  of  protracted  and  multiform  dis- 

ease, 69. 
Internal ;  use  of  carbolic  acid,  241 ;  carotid,  throm- 

bosis of,  260  ;  intestinal  obstruction,  496. 
International  Medical  Congress,  154. 
Intestinal;  obstructions,  remarks  on,  63;  internal 

obstructions,  496. 
Intestinal  canal,  foreign  body  in,  456. 
Intoxicants,  the  question  of,  397. 
Intra-ocular  structures ;  vascularity  and  nutrition  of, 

the  effect  of  menstrual  disorders  on,  530. 
Inverted  toe-nail,  162. 
Investigation  o'f  the  bogus  diploma  business,  152. 
Iodide  of  potassium  to  remove  cyanosis  from  nitrate 

of  silver,  564. 
Iodine,  cyanide  of  in  iodine,  40. 
Ipecacuanha  in  typhoid  fever  and  dysentery,  341. 
Iron,  sesquichloride  of,  as  a  prophylactic  of  rheuma- 

tism, 80;  first  use  of,  199. 
Irregular  discharge  of  liquor  amnii,  188. 
Irritable  stomach,  95. 
Irritation,  dental,  279. 

J. 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  270,  545. 
Jennek,  Dr.  Edward,  132. 
Joint ;  renewal  of  after  resection,  240 ;  knee,  com- 

minuted fracture  of  femur  extending  into,  298. 
Joke,  the  price  of,  201. 
Journalism,  American  medical,  chronology  of,  335. 
Judge  contagion,  how  to,  399. 
Just  sentences,  425. K.  , 

Kerosene  oil  in  chronic  rheumatism,  487. 
Kick,  heart  broken  by,  42. 
Kidneys  and  bladder,  effects  of  various  liquora  on, 

260. 



Index. 

Knee ;  amputation,  a  suggestion  in,  265 ;  joint,  frac- ture of  femur  extending  into,  298. 
Kousso  in  taenia,  278. 
Koumiss,  how  to  make,  539. 

Xi. 
Labor;  chloral  and  chloroform  in,  8;  rigidity  of  os 

uteri  during,  260 ;  modern  improvements  in  the conduct  of,  392. 
Laceration  of  the  perineum,  394. 
Lame  backs,  shamming,  52. 
Laxative,  an  excellent,  546. 

Lead;  pipe  poisoning,  201;  poisoning  following  the 
use  of  "  hair  preparation,"  394. 

Lectures,  the  Toner,  426. 

Leg;  compound  comminuted  fracture  of,  89;  loss  of, 
131 ;  amputation  of,  266. 

Legacy,  handsome,  584. 
Legislation,  sound,  about  quacks,  545. 
Legs,  bow,  554. 
Lesion,  cardiac,  death  from,  64. 
Letter  from  Vienna,  266. 
Letters  about  cundurango,  539. 

Leucocythsemia,  187,  265;  with  report  of  case,  111. 
Leucorrhcea  and  menorrhagia,  arsenic  in,  100. 
Liberal,  64. 
Lichen,  139. 
Lids,  chemosis  of,  279. 
Liebreich's,  Dr.,  art  criticisms,  512. 
Life;  influence  of  marriage  on  duration  of,  63;  a 

theory  of,  383. 
Ligament,  broad,  ulcer  of  left,  254. 
Ligature  of  veins  in  surgical  operations,  4. 
Light,  effects  of  on  small-pox  pustules,  131. 
Linen  and  canvas,  waterproofing,  41. 
Lip,  hare- ;  congenital,  430. 
Liquid,  nitrous  oxide,  352. 
Liquids,  dyspepsia  of,  467. 
Liquor;  poisoning,  antidote  to,  106;  amnii,  irregular 

discharge  of,  188. 
Liquors ;  alcoholic,  inconsiderate  prescription  of  by 

physicians,  217 ;  effects  of  various  on  kidneys  and 
bladder,  260. 

List  of  medical  patents,  65,  178,  201. 
Literature  of  etiology,  458. 
Lithotomy  and  hydrotherapoeia,  519. 
Liverpool  Medical  Missionary  Society,  247. 
Local ;  application  of  sulphuric  acid  in  treatment  of 

a  diseased  bone,  63;  variations  of  disease,  424; 
application  to  the  cervix  for  profuse  and  persistent 
hemorrhage,  427  ;  anaesthesia,  541. 

Long  bones,  operation  for  elongation,  236. 
Lungs  and  stomach,  fatal  injury  from  a  fall,  403. 
Lupus  erythematosus,  treatment  of,  564. 
Laxations,  and  fractures,  wire  gauze  supporter,  in 

treatment  of,  339. 

M. 

Malaria,  nature  of,  7. 
Male  medical  students,  persecution  of,  337. 
Malignant  ganglion,  508. 

Malposition  of  the  funis,  255. 
Malpractice,  case  of,  425. 

Mammary ;  gland,  cystic,  4 ;  secretion,  belladonna 
for  arrest  of,  55 ;  cancer  of,  279 ;  excision  of,  366. 

Man  ;  tinea  of,  its  relation  to  tinea  of  animals,  41 ; 
the  oldest  in  the  world,  337  ;  in  New  England,  44. 

Management  of  yellow  fever,  353. 

Mania;  puerperal,  92,  249;  threatened,  with  in- somnia, 33  ;  homicidal,  248,  294. 
Manual  pressure  in  parturition,  133. 
Manufacture  of  sugar  from  beet  root,  32. 

Marriage ;  influence  of,  on  duration  of  life,  63. 
Marriages,  (see  last  page  of  each  number.) 

Matjey,  F.  F.,  "  our  clinical  teachers,"  1. 

Maxillary  ;  antrum,  disease  of,  29  ;  inferior,  disloca- tion of,  345. 
Measles,  405 ;  and  small-pox,  66. 
Meat,  extract  of,  497. 

Meatus,  external,  furunculous  abscess  in,  12. 
Mechanical ;  relief  for  protruding  hemorrhoids,  386  ; 

injuries  producing  reflex  paralysis,  484. 
Mechanics  ;  animal,  propositions  in,  448. 

Medical;  patents,  list  of,  21,  65,  178,  201,316,360; 

chits,  27  ;  statistics,  65 ;  students  at  Havana,  out- 

rage on,  87  ;  cases,  notes  on,  94 ;  education  of  wo- 
men, 106 ;  society,  formation  of  a,  125 ,  College, 

Rush,  Chicago,  125;  relief  fund,  Chicago,  130; 

congress,  international,  154 ;  bill,  new,  in  Illinois, 

198;  and  surgical  practice,  209  ;  missionary  so- 
ciety, Liverpool,  247  ;  brevities,  275;  study,  in 

London,  292;  schools,  how  some  are  chartered, 

335  ;  journalism,  chronology  of,  335  ;  Congress  of 

France,  396,  570 ;  treatment  of  gonorrhoea,  451 ; 

treatment  of  disease,  459 ;  editors'  association  of, 

473;  temperance  societies,  French,  469;  lesson 
from  French  history,  517  ;  use  of  ergoted  Indian 

corn,  518  ;  Greek,  540 ;  education  of  women,  540  ; 

college,  a  new,  545  ;  schools  of  France,  584;  baro- 
net, 584. 

Medical  Societies  : 
Allegheny  Co.,  Pa.,  177.  . 
American  Medical  Association,  109,  382, 469  ;  an- 

nual meeting,  minutes,  430. 
Baltimore  Medical  Association.  Discussion :  chlo- 

ral and  chloroform  in  labor,  8 ;  essay  on  apo- 

plexy, 456. Central  New  York.  Discussion:  typhoid  fever 
and  bowel  hemorrhage;  cathartic  remedy  for 

albuminuria,  51 ;  shamming  lame  backs ;  the 

mumps ;  resolution  concerning  abortion ;  detec- 
tion of  abortion ;  scleroderma,  52. 

Cincinnati  Academy  of  Medicine.  Discussion: the  nature  of  malaria,  7. 

Clarke  Co.,  Ala. ;  president's  address,  280. 
East  River  Association,  N.  Y.,  167.  Discussion: 

foreign  bodies  in  air  passages,  214 ;  chloral  hy- 
drate, 215  ;  delirium  tremens,  302,  325 ;  rheuma- tism, 368. 

Eastern  Dispensary,  New  York,  578, 
Fulton  Co.,  Ohio,  545. 
Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa.,  369. 
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Kentucky,  State,  370. 
Medico-Chirurgical,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  ab- 

stract of  transactions,  255,  275. 
Mercer  Co.,  New  Jersey,  44,  521. 
New  Jersey,  State,  529. 
Northwestern  Ohio  Association,  470. 
New  York  State  ;  annual  meeting,  162. 
Onondaga  Co.,  New  York;  spotted  fever,  367 } 

368. 
Oswego  Co.,  New  York  ;  yellow  fever,  52  ;  poison- 

ing by  opium,  53. 
Pennsylvania  State,  473. 
Peoria  Co.,  Illinois ;  foreign  body  in  eye,  419  ;  scar- 

let fever,  420. 
Philadelphia  Co.,  126. 
Pulaski  Co.,  Arkansas,  42. 
Sumter  Co.,  Alabama,  485. 
Tompkins  Co.,  New  York,  30. 
Vermont,  Lamoille  Co. ;  new  society,  375. 
Wabash  Co.,  Minnesota,  170. 
West  Virginia  State,  530. 
Williamson  Co.,  Texas,  201. 

Medication,  hypodermic,  proper  method  of,  79. 
Medicine ;  patent,  vendors  of,  44 ;  alcohol  in,  86  ;  alco- 

hol as  a,  107  ;  in  the  middle  ages,  191. 
Medicines  *  palatable,  patent  in  Eussia,  39  ;  the  ques- 

tion of  secret,  401. 
Medico-legal  aspects  of  pretended  and  concealed 

pregnancy,  491. 
Membrana  tympani ;  perforation  of ;  acute  inflamma- 

tion of,  13  ;  concerning  the  doctrine  of  artificial  per- 
foration of,  499. 

Membranes,  premature  rupture  of,  486. 
Memorial  window  to  Dr.  Ed.  Jennee,  132. 
Memoirs,  Dr.  Holland's,  106. 
Meningitis ;  cerebro-spinal,  epidemic,  335 ;  spinal, 

Calabar  bean  in,  534. 
Menorrhagia  and  leucorrhcea,  arsenic  in,  100. 
Mercy  Hospital,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  522. 
Menstrual  disorders  ;  effect  of,  upon  vascularity  and 

nutrition  of  intra-ocular  structures,  530. 
Mental  effects  of  rheumatism,  516. 
Menorrhagia  ;  profuse,  treated  with  morphia,  535. 
Method ;  proper  of  hypodermic  medication,  79 ;  a 

new  of  plugging  posterior  nares,  216 ;  Bavarian  of 
treating  fractures,  247 ;  of  recording  hearing  power, 
285 ;  new  of  destroying  faulty  cilia,  489 ;  of  detecting 
small  quantities  of  sugar  in  urine,  402  ;  healing  of 
ulcers  and  wounds  by  a  new,  563. 

Middle  ear ;  chronic  catarrh  of,  12 ;  effusion  of  serum 
into  tympanic  cavity  of,  13. 

Milk  in  New  York,  analysis  of,  18. 
Mind,  agency  of  in  disease,  488. 
Mineral  waters,  uses  of,  582. 
Minora  comitia,  211. 
Minor  operations  in  conservative  surgery,  536. 
Mission  of  science,  146. 
Missionary  Medical  Society  of  Liverpool,  247. 
Mixed  vapors,  452. 
Mode,  a  new  of  administering  copaiba,  151. 
Modified  chloroform,  with  whisky,  95,  199. 

Monument  to  Hoeace  Wells,  270. 
Morphia  in  profuse  menorrhagia,  535. 
Mortality;  under  anaesthetics,  242;  of  phthisis,  com- 

parative, in  different  States,  518. 
Mortuary  records,  our,  103, 
Mother  of  two  physicians,  106. 
Mouth,  tongue  and  throat,  ice  treatment  in  inflamma- 

tion of,  541. 
Multiform  disease,  an  interesting  and  protracted  case 

of,  69. Mumps,  52. 
Muriate  of  ammonia  in  hepatitis,  82. 
Myrrh,  glycerine  and  carbolic  acid  in  treatment  of 

true  croup,  313. 

Nail,  toe,  inverted,  162. 
Naso-pharyngeal  tumors,  removal,  563. 
Natural  bone-setter,  178. 
Nature  of  malaria,  7. 
Necrosis  of  tibia,  365. 
Nerve ;  force,  source  of,  101 ;  and  electricity,  109 ; 

sections,  photographed,  110. 
Nervous  deafness,  13;  symptoms,  singular,  534. 
Neuralgia;  uterine  treatment  of,  258;  ovarian,  two 

cases  of,  324;  adentulous,418;  and  tic-douloureaux, 
536. 

Neuroma,  161. 

New ;  styptic,  19 ;  and  successful  treatment  of  small- 
pox, 210 ;  method  of  plugging  posterior  nares,  216  ; 

method  for  healing  wounds  and  ulcers,  563. 
New  York ;  analysis  of  milk  in,  82 ;  quarantine,  107 ; 

new  Health  Officer  of,  311. 
Nicotine  in  tetanus,  198. 
Nitrate  of  silver,  cyanosis  from  removed  by  iodide  of 

potassium,  564. 
Nitrous  oxide ;    gas,  death  from  inhalation,  343 ; 

liquid,  on,  352. 
Notes;  on  books,  14,  35, 83, 103, 122, 145, 172, 199,  218, 

242,  260,  287,  307,  330,  355,  375,  395,  422,  444,  493, 
511,  537;  581 ;  of  medical  cases,  94 ;  therapeutical, 
125,  198. 

Novel;  plan  of  soothing  Children,  38;  use  of  elec- 
tricity, 40 ;  surgical  operations,  226. 

Nuisance,  430. 
Nutrition  and  vascularity  of  intra-ocular  structure, 

effect  of  menstrual  disorders  on,  530. 

o. 
O.  M.  Society,  224. 
Oak,  poison,  case  of  suspected  poisoning  by,  264. 
Obituary ;  John  W.  Gale,  22 ;  Henry  D.  Bulkley,  66 ; 
John  Foote  Trowbridge,  William  D.  Buck,  202; 
Charles  A.  Lee,  192,  202 ;  Jonathan  Letterman, 
316 ;  Theodore  Fowler ;  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson, 
360;  W.  W.  Gerhard,  404;  Zina  Pitcher,  425; 
George  F.  Fort,  426 ;  John  S.  Kitchen,  Charles 
Weston,  450. 

Obscure  case,  132. 
Objects,  to  remove  tar  and  turpentine  from,  108. 
Observations,  practical,  in  ophthalmic  and  aural  sur- 

gery, 443. 
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Obstetrics,  singular  case  of,  23. 
Obstruction;  intestinal,  remarks  on,  53;  operation 

for,  493. 
Odontalgia  treated  with  chloral,  33. 
(Esophagus,  stricture  of,  413. 
Oil ;  cod  liver  and  chloral  hydrate,  126  ;  cotton  seed, 

468 ;  kerosene,  in  chronic  rheumatism,  487. 
Old  people,  indications  for  employment  of  catheter 

in,  143. 
Oldest  man ;  in  New  England,  44 ;  in  the  world,  337. 
Operation  ;  a  novel  surgical,  226  ;  for  the  elongation 

of  the  long  bones,  236. 
Operations  ;  surgical,  ligature  of  veins  in,  4 ;  minor 

in  conservative  surgery,  536. 
Ophthalmia,  papillary,  532. 
Ophthalmic  and  aural  surgery,  practical  observa- 

tions on,  443. 
Ophthalmoscope  in  diagnosis  of  Bright's  disease,  284. 
Opium  ;  poisoning  by,  53  ;  habit,  cure  for,  149 ;  eat- 

ing, 468. 
Optic  disk,  gray  atrophy  of,  257. 
Orchitis  as  a  result  of  catheterization,  34. 
Orgasm,  spontaneous,  474. 
Orthopoedic  Hospital,  the  Philadelphia,  87. 
Os  uteri ;  rigidity  of  during  labor  treated  with  chloro- 

form, 34 ;  and  cervix,  ulceration  of,  45,  67,  32. 
Otitis  :  externa ;  interna,  purulent,  with  perforation ; 

media,  12. 
Outrage  on  medical  students  at  Havana,  87. 
Outrageous  case,  an,  63. 
Ovarian  neuralgia,  two  cases,  324. 
Ovariotomy  without  anaesthesia,  421. 
Oxide,  nitrous ;  gas,  death  from  inhalation,  343 ; 

liquid,  353. 
Ozoena,  treatment  of,  137. 

P. 

Painless  extraction  of  teeth,  88. 
Palatable  medicines,  39. 
Papers,  wall,  106. 
Papillary  ophthalmia,  532. 
Paracentesis  in  pleurisy  and  empyema,  237. 
Paralysis,  reflex,  produced  by  mechanical  injuries, 

484. 
Parasitic  diseases,  140. 
Paris,  epidemic  of  icterus  in,  316. 
Parturition,  manual  pressure  in,  133. 
Passages,  air,  foreign  bodies  in,  214,  387. 
Patent  medicines  in  Russia,  39. 
Patents ;  medical,  lists  of,  21, 65, 178, 201, 316,  360, 545. 
Pathology;  physiology  and  therapeutics  of  genesis 

of  cells,  259  ;  of  consumption,  333. 
Pennsylvania;  University  of,  267,  314;  College  of 

Dental  Surgery,  291 ;  Hospital,  449. 
Pepsin  in  diarrhoea,  465. 
Perimetritus  simulating  ague,  10. 
Peripatetic  doctor,  307. 
Persia,  plague  in,  334. 
Perforation  ;  purulent,  from  otitis  interna,  12 ;  arti- 

ficial of  membrana  tympani,  13 ;  concerning  doc- 
trine of,  499. 

Perineum,  laceration  of,  394. 
Persistent  and  profuse  uterine  hemorrhage,  success- 

fully treated  by  local  application  to  cervix,  427. 
Pests,  garden,  to  destroy,  541. 
Pharmacy ;  commission,  86 ;  Philadelphia  College  of, 

272,  294 ;  New  York  College  of,  294. 
Phenic  acid,  substitute  for  creasote,  518. 
Philadelphia;  Orthopoedic  Hospital,  87;  College  of 
Pharmacy,  272,  294 ;  small-pox  in,  315. 

Phosphorus  in  skin  diseases,  119. 
Photographed,  nerve  sections,  110. 
Phthisis,  comparative  mortality  in  different  States 

548. 

Physician;  small-pox  communicated  by,  64;  sudden 
death  of,  178;  and  druggist,  relations  of,  295; 
charitable  bequests  of,  521. 

Physicians;  the  mother  of  two,  106 ;  buggy,  129;  in- 
considerate prescription  of  alcoholic  liquors  by,  217; 

and  Surgeons'  College  of  York,  000. 
Physiological  action  of  tobacco-smoke,  515. 
Physiology,  pathology  and  therapeutics  of  genesis  of cells,  155.. 
Pitcher,  Zena,  Dr.,  death  of,  425. 
Pityriasis,  139. 
Placenta  prsevia,  279. 
Plague  in  Persia,  334. 
Plan,  novel,  for  soothing  children,  38. 
Pleurisy  and  empyema  with  paracentesis,  237. 
Plugging  the  posterior  hares,  a  new  method,  217. 
Plural  births,  167,  215. 
Pneumonia ;  double,  184 ;  and  its  treatment,  575. 
Poison,  supposed  case  of  by  the  ailanthus  glandulosus 

tree,  157. 

Poisoning ;  by  opium,  53 ;  by  ammonia,  81 ;  liquor, 
antidote  to,  106 ;  by  corrosive  sublimate,  248 ;  by 
atropia,  257 ;  a  case  of  suspected  from  poison  oak, 

264;'  by  vanilla  ice,  355;  lead,  following  use  of 
hair  preparation,  394;  strychnia  treated  with 
chloral  hydrat,  529. 

Poisonous,  why  fish  are  sometimes,  334. 
Polypus  uterine,  66. 
Popliteal  space,  synovial  cyst  occupying,  96. 
Population,  practices  affecting,  175. 
Poor,  attending  by  contract,  336. 
Poppy,  cultivation  of  in  France,,  313. 
Posterior  nares,  new  method  of  plugging,  216. 
Potash,  chlorate,  in  treatment  of  chronic  dysentery, 

99. 
Potassium ;  bromide  of,  21 ;  chloride  of,  150 ;  iodide 

of  in  removing  cyanosis  from  nitrate  of  silver,  564, 
Power,  hearing,  method  of  recording,  285. 
Practice,  medical  and  surgical,  209. 
Practical  observations  in  ophthalmoscope  and  aural 

surgery,  443. 
Precocity,  a  case  of,  453. 
Pregnancy;  extra  uterine,  402;  pretended  and  con 

cealed  medico-legal  aspect  of,  491; 
Pregnant  women ;  varioloid  in,  279 ;  hemorrhoids  in, 283. 

Premature,  312 ;  rupture  of  membranes,  486. 
Preparation,  hair,  lead  poisoning  from  using,  394. 
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Prescription,  inconsiderate  of  alcoholic  liquors  by 
physicians,  217, 

Preservation  of  vaccine  virus,  108,  377. 
Prescribing,  566. 
President's ;  inaugural  address,  of  Central  New  York 

Medical  Society,  51 ;  valedictory  address,  of  Clarke 
county,  Alabama,  280. 

Pressure ;  manual  in  parturition,  133 ;  and  tapping 
in  cure  of  spina  bifida,  496. 

Progress  in  chemistry,  recent,  13. 
Progressive  pernicious  anemia,  333, 
Promotion,  44,  291. 
Proper ;  method  of  hypodermic  medication,  79 ;  ac- 

tion, 312. 
Prophylactic;  sesquichloride  of  iron  as,  in  acute 

rheumatism,  80 ;  sulphite  of  soda  as,  in  small-pox, 
151. 

Proposition  in  animal  mechanics,  448. 
Protracted  and  multiform  disease,  an  interesting 

case,  69. 
Prurigo,  139, 
Prussic  acid,  effects  of,  461. 
Puerperal ;  fever,  is  it  contagious  ?  32 ;  mania,  threat- 

ened, with  insomnia,  treated  with  chloral,  33 ;  ma- 
nia, 92,  249 ;  convulsions,  256, 

Puncturing  in  dropsy,  564, 
Pustules  of  small-pox,  effect  of  light  on,  131. 
Purity  of  creasote,  497. 
Purulent  otitis,  interna,  with  perforation,  12, 

Q. 

Quacks;  impudence  of,  41,  110;  sound  legislation 
about,  545. 

Quantities,  small  of  sugar  in  urine,  method  of  detect- 
ing, 492. 

Quarantine;  New  York,  107;  regulations,  220;  ex- 
amination into,  544. 

Queen ;  health  of,  42 ;  annoyance  of  by  quacks,  41, 
110. 

Queries  and  replies— last  page  of  each  number, 
Question;  of  intoxicants,  397;  of  secret  medicines, 

401. 

Quinine,  influence  of  on  self-oxidation  of  blood,  540, 
It. 

Radius  and  ulna,  fractures  of,  115. 
Rare  surgical  accident,  87. 
Recent  progress  in  chemistry,  12. 
Recording  tne  hearing  power,  method  of,  285. 
Records;  value  of,  17 ;  our  mortuary,  103. 
Rectum,  ulcers  of,  555, 
Recovery  from  excessive  use  of  chloral,  108. 
Reflex  paralysis,  produced  by  mechanical  injuries, 

484. 
Relation  of  physician  and  druggist,  295. 
Relations  of  tinea  of  animals  to  tinea  of*  man,  41. 
Relief  fund,  medical,  for  Chicago,  130,  201. 
Remarks  on  intestinal  obstructions,  53. 
Remedy;  cathartic  for  albuminuria,  51;  extraordi- 

nary for  small-pox,  64 ;  for  sick  headache  guarana, 
470, 

Removal  of  uvula,  239, 
Renewal  of  joint  after  resection,  240, 
Reported  cases,  280, 
Reproof,  an  apt,  515, 
Resection,  renewal  of  a  joint  after,  240, 
Resolution  concerning  abortion,  52, 
Rest,  importance  of,  567, 
Result  of  science,  335.  . 
Retained  twin,  280. 
Revaccination,  198 ;  period  for,  194, 

Reviews  of  Books: 
Annual  Report  of  Board  of  Managers  of  Smithsonian 

Institution,  375, 
Anstie. — Neuralgia  and  Diseases  that  Resemble  it, 14. 

Ashurst,— -Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  36. 
Bennett— Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Consumption  by 

Hygiene,  Climate  and  Medicine,  14, 
Both—  Small-pox,  219. 
Clarke, — Physiological  and  Therapeutical  Action  of 
Bromide  of  Potassium,  445. 

Cobbold. — Worms,  A  Series  of  Lectures  on  Practical 
Helmenthology,  &c,  395. 

Combe— Management  of  Infancy,  Physiological  and 
Moral,  84. 

Catalogue  of  Library  of  Surgeon  General's  Office, 
U.  S,  A.,  514. 

Dunglison — -History  of  Medicine  from  Earliest  ages, 
etc.,  422. 

First  Biennial  Report  of  State  Board  of  Health  of 
California,  36. 

First  Annual  Report  of  Board  of  Health  of  New 
York,  123. 

Fisher — Plain  talk  about  insanity,  etc.,  219. 
Gant — Irritable  Bladder  and  its  Causes,  396. 
Ilarley— The  Urine  and  its  Derangements,  445. 
Hewson— Earth  as  a  Topical  Application  in  Surgery, 

261. 

Muggins— 'Spectrum  Analysis  and  its  Application  to 
Terrestrial  Substances,  243. 

Jeffries — Animal  and  Vegetable  Parasites  of  the  Skin 
and  Hair,  219. 

Lee — The  Correct  Principles  of  Treatment  for  An- 
gular Curvature  of  Spine,  565. 

Levis — Diary  of  a  Spring  Holiday  in  Cuba,  493. 
Logan — Consumption,  its  Pathology  and  Treatment, 14. 

Marlcoe— Diseases  of  the  Bones,  468. 
Meadows — Dr.  Rigby's  Obstetric  Memoranda,  395. 
Mitel t,ell— Injuries  of  Nerves  and  their  Consequences, 

444. 

Napheys — Prevention  and  Cure  of  Disease,  173. 
Nichols— Fireside  Science,  123. 

Payne— 'Physiology  of  the  Soul  and  Instinct  as  dis« 
tinguished  from  Materialism,  190. 

Reynolds — Lectures  on  the  Clinical  uses  of  Electricity, 
35. 

Simpson — Works  of,  Vol.  XI,  123 ;  Clinical  Lectures 
on  Diseases  of  Women,  468. 

/Smith — Doctor  in  Medicine,  etc.,  565. 
Tanner— Memoranda  on  Poisons,  395, 
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Taylor— A  Physician's  Counsels  to  Man  in  Health 
and  Disease,  307. 

Thomas— Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  Women, 
218. 

Transactions  of  Medical  Society  of  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, June,  1871,  36. 

American  Medical  Association,  58. 
Medical  Society  of  West  Virginia,  84. 
American  Ophthalmic  Society,  84. 
Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  244. 
Medical  Society  of  California,  244. 
Medical  Society  of  Wisconsin,  for  1871,  261. 
Medical  Society  of  North  Carolina,  287. 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for 

1870,  331. 
Third  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 

of  Mass.,  Jan.  1872,  331. 
Turnbull— Clinical  Manual  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear, 

145. 
Virchow— The  Cranial  Affinities  of  Man  and  the 
Ape,  335. 

Williams — Pulmonary  Consumption,  14. 
Woodward— Report  to  Surgeon  General  of  U.  S. 
Army,  on  the  Minute  Anatomy  of  two  cases  of 
Cancer,  537. 

Wunderleich — Medical  Thermometry  and  Human 
Temperature,  15. 

Rheumatism,  368,  460 ;  acute,  sesquichloride  of  iron 
as  a  prophylactic  of,  80 ;  sub-acute,  229 ;  resulting 
in  talipes  valgus,  cured  by  division  of  tendons, 
429  ;  kerosene  oil  in  chronic,  487 ;  mental  effects 
of,  516, 

Rigidity  of  os-uteri  during  labor  treated  with  chloral, 
34. 

Rinderpest ;  and  cholera,  154 ;  in  Vienna,  316. 
Risks  of  certain  external  applications,  420. 
Rupture ;  of  uterus  with  abdominal  section,  286 ;  of 
membranes,  premature,  486. 

Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  125, 
Russia,  patent  medicines  in,  39. 

S. 

Sanitary  studies,  importance  of,  446. 
Sanity,  limits  of,  494. 
Sarcomata,  fibro,  136. 
Scarlatina,  ice  treatment  of,  336. 
Scarlet  fever,  420. 
Sciatica,  resulting  from  lodgment  of  minnie  ball  near 

the  sciatic  nerve,  430. 
Science;  mission  of,  146;  results  of,  335. 
Scientific  collections,  destruction  of  by  Chicago  fire, 226. 
Scirrhus  of  stomach,  323. 
Scleroderma,  52. 
Scurvy  grass,  64. 
Schools,  medical,  how  some  are  chartered,  335. 
Sea  sickness,  353. 
Sebaceous  tumor,  97. 
Secret  medicines,  the  question  of,  401. 
Sections,  nerve,  photographed,  110. 
Self-oxidation  of  blood,  influence  of  quinine  in,  540. 

Seminal  emissions,  28, 
Seneca  as  a  bronchial  alterative,  551. 
Sensitive  test  for  chloroform,  40. 
Serum,  effusion  of  into  tympanic  cavity,  13. 
Sesquichloride  of  iron  as  a  prophylactic  of 

rheumatism,  80. 
Sex,  influence  of  on  heart  disease,  401. 
Shamming  lame  backs,  52. 
Shoulder,  dislocation  of,  246, 
Sick  headache,  98,  199;    treatment  of,  370,  380; 

guarana,  a  remedy  for,  470. 
Sign  of  insanity,  is  suicide  a,  568. 
Singular  case  in  obstetrics,  23 ;  nervous  symptoms, 

534. 
Silver,  nitrate  of,  cyanosis  from,  removed  by  iodide 

of  potassium,  564. 
Skin ;  disease,  phosphorus  in,  119 ;  electricity  in 

diseases  of,  139 ;  grafting,  171,  299. 
Small-pox ;  new  and  successful  treatment  of,  20 ;  in 

London,  44 ;  black,  and  its  treatment,  56 ;  commu- 
nicated by  a  physician,  64 ;  extraordinary  remedy 

for,  64 ;  in  New  York,  82 ;  the  effect  of  light  on  the 
pustules,  131 ;  sulphite  of  soda  as  a  prophylactic 
in,  151 ;  at  Omaha ;  beneficial  effects  of,  154 ;  with- 

out eruption,  154;  treatment  of,  187  ;  after  vacci- 
nation, 193 ;  history  and  statistics  of  in  Richland 

Co.,  111.,  179 ;  in  Berlin,  215 ;  disinfectant  treat- 
ment of,  240;  and  syphilis,  blood  in,  312;  in 

Philadelphia,  315;  xylol  in,  354. 
Smoke,  tobacco,  physiological  action  of,  515. 
Smoking,  testimony  about,  86. 
Snakes,  venemous,  bites  of,  223. 
Society,  O.  M.  224. 
Soda;  sulphite  of,  aprophylatic  in  small-pox,  151 ; 

hyposulphites  of  in  treatment  of  enlarged  spleen, 306, 

Soothing  children,  a  novel  plan,  38. 
Source  of  nerve  force,  101. 
Space,  popliteal,  synovial  cyst  occupying,  96. 
Specific  inflammation,  destructive,  of  both  eyes,  29. 
Spell,  a  bad,  270. 
Spermatic  cord,  encysted  hydroceles  of,  5. 
Spermatorrhoea;  treatment  of,  391. 
Spilanthes,  oleracea,  496, 
Spina  bifida ;  case  of,  277 ;  cured  by  repeated  tap- 

ping and  pressure,  496. 
Spinal;  curvature,  treatment  of,  466;  meningitis, 

calabar  bean  in,  534. 
Spleen ;  ancient  doctrines  about,  38 ;  enlargement 

of,  treated  with  hyposulphites  of  soda,  306. 
Spontaneous ;  generation,  329 ;  orgasm,  474 ;  dislo- 

cation of  clavicle,  359. 
Spotted  fever,  367,  368 ;  treatment  of,  471, 
Spring  course  at  University  of  Pennsylvania,  267. 
Staphyloma  of  cornea  from  external  injuiy,  417. 
Statistics;  of  vaccination,  18;  medicine,  65;  medical, 

65 ;  of  small-pox  in  Richland  Co.,  111.,  179 ;  of  in- 
temperance, 294 ;  vital,  570. 

Stiffening  after  fractures,  293. 
Stomach ;  scirrhus  of,  325 ;  and  lungs,  fatal  injury 

from  a  fall,  403. 
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Strangulated  femoral  hernia  of  112  days'  duration, 134. 
Stricture  of  the  oesophagus,  413. 
Strychnia,  poisoning  by  treated  with  hydrate  of  chlo- 

ral, 529. 
Students ;  medical  at  Havana,  outrage  on,  87 ;  female 

medical  at  Edinburgh,  334 ;  male,  persecutions  of, 
337. 

Study,  medical  in  London,  292. 
Studies,  sanitary,  the  importance  of,  446, 
Styptic,  a  new,  19. 
Sub-acute  rheumatism,  229. 
Sublimate,  corrosive,  poisoning  from,  246. 
Substitution  of  carbolic  or  phenic  acid  for  creasote, 

518. 

Successful  and  new  treatment  of  small-pox,  20. 
Sudden  death,  44,  256 ;  of  a  physician,  178. 
Sugar ;  manufactured  from  beet-root,  32 ;  determina- 

tion in  urine,  62 ;  small  quantities  in  urine,  means 
of  detecting,  492. 

Suggestion  in  amputation  at  the  knee,  265. 
Suicide,  is  it  a  sign  of  insanity  ?  568 ;  anatomy  of,  351. 
Sulphuric  acid,  local  application  of  in  treatment  of 

diseased  bone,  63. 
Sulpho-carbolates,  278, 
Summer  complaint,  infants,  578. 
Sunday  proceeds  of  professional  services,  272. 
Super-ovulation,  377. 
Supporter,  wire  gauze,  339. 
Surgeon-General  United  States  Navy,  519. 
Surgery;  careless,  19;  carbolic  acid  in,  151;  ophthal- 

mic and  aural,  practical  observations  on,  443 ;  con- 
servative in  minor  operations,  536. 

Surgical;  operations,  ligature  of  veins  in,  4;  acci- 
dent, a  rare,  87 ;  and  medical  practice,  209 ;  a  novel 

operation,  226 ;  dressing,  cotton  wool  as  a,  488 ; 
cases,  508. 

Suspected  poisoning  from  poison  oak,  264, 
Swain,  Dr.,  fatal  accident  to,  132. 
Symptoms,  singular  nervous,  534. 
Synovial  cyst  occupying  the  popliteal  space,  96. 
Syphilis ;  and  small-pox,  the  blood  in,  312 ;  blood 

in,  334. 

T. 

Tar,  turpentine,  etc.,  to  remove  from  objects,  108. 
Taenia,  kusso  in,  278. 
Talipes;  equino-varus,  double,  429,  553;  valgus, 

spasmodic,  result  of  rheumatism,  cured  by  division 
of  tendons,  430. 

Tapping  and  pressure,  repeated,  a  cure  for  spina- 
bifida,  496. 

Taxis  in  hernia,  388. 
Teeth;  painless  extraction  of,  88 ;  causes  of  decay,  305. 
Temperance;  compulsory,  197;   Medical  Society, 

French,  469. 
Tendons,  division  of  for  cure  of  spasmodic  talipes 

valgus,  result  of  rheumatism,  429. 
Testicles,  diseased,  555. 
Testimonial  fund,  the  Wells,  469,  472,  543. 
Testimony  about  smoking,  86, 

Test,  sensitive,  for  chloroform,  40, 
Tetanus;  nicotine  in,  198;  traumatic  treated  with 

chloral  and  electricity,  217 ;  Chinese  treatment  of, 
517. 

Theory  of  life,  383. 
Therapeutical  notes,  125,  198. 
Therapeutics,  pathology  and  physiology  of  genesis  of 

cells,  155. 
Threatened  puerperal  mania,  with  insomnia,  33. 
Throat,  tongue  and  mouth,  ice  treatment  in  inflam- 

mation of,  541. 
Thrombosis  of  the  internal  carotid,  260 
Tibia,  necrosis  of,  365. 
Tic-douloureux  and  neuralgia,  536. 
Tinea  of  animals  and  of  man,  relation  of,  41. 
Tissue,  fatty,  histology  of,  140. 
Tobacco ;  use  of,  462 ;  smoke,  physiological  action  of, 515. 

Toe-nail,  inverted,  162. 
Toner,  lectures,  426. 
Toner's  Medical  Directory,  271. 
Tongue,  throat  and  mouth,  ice  treatment  in  inflam- 

mation of,  541. 
Toothache ;  chloral  for,  19 ;  spilanthes  oleracea,  496. 
Toxicology,  cases  in,  75. 
Traffic,  the  diploma,  225. 

Transfers,  army  surgeon's,  474. Transfusion,  393. 
Transmission,  hereditarily,  of  artificial  peculiarities, 

447. 
Traumatic  tetanus  treated  with  chloral  and  elec* 

tricity,  217. 
Treatment;  of  disease  of  ear,  11;  of  small-pox,  new 

and  successful,  20;  black  small-pox,  56;  of  dis- 
eased bone,  by  local  application  of  sulphuric  acid, 

63;  headache,  141,  370, 380 ;  of  by  guarana,  470 ;  of 
hepatic  dropsy,  142 ;  corneal  abscess,  144 ;  of  small- 

pox, 187 ;  of  anaemia,  222 ;  of  diabetes,  227 ;  of  fever, 
234 ;  disinfectant  of  small-pox,  240 ;  eliminative  of 
cholera,  241 ;  uterine  neuralgia,  258 ;  hydrophobia, 
271 ;  true  croup  by  inhalation  of  glycerine,  myrrh 
and  carbolic  acid,  313 ;  of  scarlatina,  336 ;  of  inflam- 

mation, 348 ;  of  asthma,  374 ;  gynaecological,  379 ; 
of  spermatorrhoea,  391 ;  of  gonorrhoea,  451 ;  medi- 

cal, of  disease,  459 ;  of  spinal  curvature,  466 ;  spot- 
ted fever,  471;  ice  in  inflammation  of  mouth, 

throat  and  tongue,  511;  of  hydrothorax,  522;  Chi- 
nese, of  tetanus,  517. 

Tree  of  heaven,  or  ailanthus  glandulosus,  a  case  of 
poisoning  by,  159. 

Tremens,  delirium,  302,  325 ;  insomnial,  treated  with 
choral,  33. 

Trial  of  Mrs.  Wharton,  498;  examination  of  Prof. 
Reese's  review  of,  475,  503, 523. 

Triplets,  a  case  of,  292. 
Trusses  and  hernia,  on,  128. 
Tumor ;  fatty,  20 ;  sebaceous,  97. 
Tumors,  naso-pharyngeal,  removal  of,  563. 
Turpentine,  tar,  etc.,  to  remove  from  objects,  108. 
Twin,  retained,  280, 
Twins,  44, 
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Tympanic  cavity,  effusion  of  serum  into,  13 ;  fluid 
collections  in,  497. 

Tympani,  membrana ;  perforation  of ;  acute  inflam- 
mation  of,  13;  perforation,  artificial,  concerning 
the  doctrine  of,  499. 

Typhlitis,  278. 
Typhoid  fever  and  bowel  hemorrhage,  51 ;  and  dys- 

entery, ipecacuanha  in,  341 ;  a  cause  of,  378. 
XT. 

Ulceration  of  os  and  cervix  uteri,  45,  67,  273, 
Ulcer ;  of  tongue,  348 ;  left  broad  ligament,  254, 
Ulcers ;  of  rectum,  555 ;  and  wounds,  healing  by  a 

new  method,  563. 
Ulna  and  radius,  fractures  of,  115. 
United  States ;  commercial  value  of  culture  of  hops 

in,  32 ;  and  Europe,  death  rates  of,  522, 
University;  of  Edinburg,  Lord  Rector  on  female 

education,  247  ;  of  Pennsylvania,  267,  314,  546 ;  of 
Louisiana,  315  ;  Washington,  Baltimore,  Md.,  315 ; 
of  Iowa,  315  ;  of  Strasburg,  338 ;  of  New  York, 
annual  meeting  of  alumni,  381. 

Unreasonable,  66. 
Un-united  fracture  of  humerus,  454, 
Urethral;  and  vesical  diseases,  diagnosis  of,  118; 

calculus,  255. 
Urinary  Calculus,  30. 
Urine ;  sugar  determination  in,  62 ;  means  of  detect- 

ing small  quantities  of  sugar  in,  492. 
Use;  caution  in,  of  chloral,  77;  of  vertebrated 

catheter,  108 ;  external,  of  chloral,  129  ;  of  ergot, 
256 ;  of  tobacco,  462 ;  of  pepsine  in  diarrhoea,  465. 

Uterine ;  polypus,  66  ;  neuralgia,  treatment  of,  258  ; 
pregnancy,  extra,  402 ;  hemorrhage,  profuse,  per- 

sistent, treated  successfully  by  local  application  to 
cervix,  427. 

Uterus;  ulceration  of  os  and  cervix,  45,  67,  273; 
chronic  catarrh  of,  121;  a  new  action  of,  189; 
rupture  of,  with  abdominal  section,  286 ;  washing 
out,  394 ;  hemorrhage,  363. 

Uvula,  removal  of,  239, 
V. 

Vaccinia  and  variola,  some  experience  with,  1, 
Vaccination,  276,  472 ;  statistics,  18 ;  compulsory,  63, 

150;  the,  question,  193;  small-pox  after,  193;  the 
first;  age  for;  tends  to  diminish  disease  and  mor- 

tality, 194 ;  fancy  stock,  197 ;  on  a  large  scale,  197  ; 
enforced,  272 ;  buculine,  423, 

Vaccine  virus,  86 ;  preservation  of,  105 ;  not  a  carrier 
of  other  diseases,  193;  hypodermic,  use  of,  279; 
preserving,  377 ;  humanized,  494. 

Vaginal  douche,  extempore,  266, 
Valedictory  address,  Dr.  Forwood,  280, 
Value ;  of  disinfectants,  58 ;  of  gynaecology,  126. 
Vanilla  ice,  poisoning  by,  355, 
Vapors,  mixed,  452. 

Varicose  veins,  137. 
Variola  and  vaccinia,  some  experience  with,  1. 
Varioloid  in  pregnant  women,  279. 
Various  liquors,  the  effect  of  on  kidney  and  bladder, 260. 

Vascularity  and  nutrition  of  intra-ocular  structures, 
effect  of  menstrual  disorders  on,  530. 

Venders  of  patent  medicine,  44. 
Veins ;  ligature  of  in  surgical  operations,  4 ;  varicose, 

137  ;  air  in,  345. 
Venomous  snake  bites,  223. 
Veratrum  viride,  361. 

Vesical ;  calculus,  30 ;  and  urethral  disease,  diagno- 
sis of,  118. 

Version,  bi-polar,  393. 
Vertebrated  catheter,  the  use  of,  108. 
Vienna,  letter  from,  266. 
Virginia,  insanity  in,  43. 
VlRCHOU,  Prof.,  316. 

w. 
Wall  papers,  106. 
Wanted,  a  censor,  222. 
Washing  out  the  uterus,  394. 
Water ;  proofing  linen  and  canvas,  41 ;  cold,  for  chan^ 

cres,  126. 
Waters,  mineral,  uses  of,  582, 
Weather  and  disease,  400. 
Well  water,  alteration  of,  by  nearness  to  burial 

grounds,  72, 
Wells,  Horace  ;  a  monument  to,  270 ;  testimonial 

fund,  469,  472. 
Wharton,  trial,  85,  498,  475,  503,  523. 
What  shall  we  do  ?  568. 
Whedon,  Dr.,  ease  of,  368. 
Whisky,  chloroform  modified  by,  95,  199. 
Wire-gauze  supporter,  339, 
Woman ;  hairy  Burmese,  43 ;  medical  education  of, 106. 

Woman's  Medical  College,  272. 
Women,  pregnant ;  varioloid  in,  279 ;  and  puerperal, 

hemorrhoids  in,  283 ;  medical  education  of,  540, 
Wonder,  a  French,  247. 
Wool,  cotton,  as  a  surgical  dressing,  488. 
Worthy  example,  396. 
Wound,  gunshot  of  brain.,  278. 
Wounds  and  ulcers,  healing  of  by  a  new  method,  563, 
Wrist,  severe  eczema  of,  466, 

X. 

Xylol,  on,  519 ;  in  small-pox,  354, 

Y. 
Yellow  fever,  52 ;  management  of,  353e 

Z. 

Zoo-dermic  grafts,  149, 
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F.  F.  MAURY,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Maury  is  Surgeon  and  Clinical  Lec- 
turer at  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  also  Pro- 

fessor of  cutaneous  and  venereal  diseases  in  the 

summer  faculty  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 

lege. In  the  former  institution  he  had  pre- 
viously served  as  resident  physician  and  visit- 

ing obstetrician.  He  was  appointed  one  of 
the  surgical  staff  on  the  resignation  of  Prof. 
Gross  in  1865.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 

war,  Dr.  Maury  was  surgeon  to  the  South 
Street  U.  S.  A.  Hospital ;  and  was  also  for 

many  years  chief  of  the  surgical  clinic  of  the 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  from  which  insti- 
tution he  graduated  in  1862. 

As  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  but  31  years 
of  age,  his  professional  success  is  somewhat 
remarkable,  though  none  the  less  deserved. 
He  is  a  popular  clinical  teacher,  a  thorough 
and  conscientious  surgeon  ;  and  although  not 

robust,  an  indefatigable  and  persistent 

worker.  A  series  of  Dr.  Maury's  clinics, 
reported  for  this  journal  by  Dr.  Townsend, 
attracted  attention  and  elicited  commen- 

dation. Dr.  Maury  has  successfully  ampu- 
tated at  the  hip-joint,  and  resected  at  the  hip 

and  elbow-joints.  He  is  the  originator  of  some 
novel  features  in  the  operation  for  extrophy 
of  the  bladder,  which  he  has  twice  success- 

fully performed.  In  short,  judging  from  the 
past,  the  future  of  this  gentleman  is  destined 
to  be  distinguished. 

Communications. 

SOME  EXPERIENCE  WITH  VARIOLA 
AND  VACCINIA. 

By  A.  D.  Binkerd  M.  D., 

Of  Parker's  Landing,  Pa. 

While  in  charge  of  the  Post  Hospital  at 
Fort  Pickering,  I  received  the  following: 

Special  Orders,  No.  231. 
Head  Quarters,  District  of  West  \ 
Tenn.  Memphis,  Tenn,  Dec.  30, 1865.  j 

Extract,  *  *  #  6.  The  patients  and  de- 
tachments at  the  small- pox  Hospital  will  be 

mustered  for  pay  on  the  31st  inst.  Assistant 
Surgeon,  A.  D.  Binkerd,  is  designated  to  make 
the  muster  and  sign  the  rolls.  By  crder  of 

Brevet  Ma j.  Gen.  J.  E  Smith. 
Wm.  W.  McCammon,  Capt.  &  A.  A.  G. 

Down  to  this  time  I  had  had  nothing  to  do 
with  small-pox,  and  I  naturally  felt,  as  many 
others  doubtless  did  when  ordered  to  the 
front  on  the  eve  of  an  expected  battle. 
Military  orders  are  peremptory  and  my 

course  was  as  promptly  determined  upon. 
Early  next  morning  I  ordered  my  horse,  and 
at  guard  mounting,  I  took  the  Hernando  road, 
following  it  about  three  miles,  when  I  arrived 
at  a  one-story,  brick,  country  residence,  in  the 
middle  of  an  enclosure.  Ornamental  trees 
and  evergreens  of  various  kinds  grew  in  great 
profusion  and  luxuriance  on  every  side.  This 
was  formerly  the  abode  of  the  wealthy,  but 
war  with  its  strange  necessities  had  converted 

it  into  a  pest-house. 
Dismounting,  I  entered,  and  made  known 

my  business  to  the  steward  in  charge,  who 
had  likewise  received  an  order  similar  to  miie. 

1 
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[Vol.  xxvi. He  then  conducted  me  into  every  department 
of  the  house,  that  I  might  testify  to  the  actual 
presence  of  every  soldier,  warden  or  nurse, 
whose  muster  rolls  I  was  about  to  sign.  Here 
I  saw  for  the  first  time  the  hideousness  of 
that  most  loathesome  disease,  in  every  grade  of 
its  three  last  stages.  And  strange  as  it  may 

seem,  my  former  dread  of  the  disease  "  van- 
ished into  thin  air"  as  I  entered  the  presence 

of  those  sufferers.  I  do  not  remember  the 
number  of  them,  but  I  believe  there  were 
about  thirty  or  thirty-five  in  al!.  My  work 
done,  I  returned  to  my  post.  A  relief  guard 
of  colored  soldiers  was  sent  to  this  small-pox 
hospital,  to  do  duty  every  day.  The  result 
was  that  Fort  Pickering,  during  that  winter, 
was  pretty  thoroughly  infested  with  small-pox. 

I  took  great  comfort  in  a  statement  that  I 
remember  to  have  heard  Prof.  Austin  Flint  of 
New  York,  make  during  his  lectures  upon 

the  disease  in  question,  viz  :  "  After  the  ex- 
posure to  the  poison  of  small-pox,  the  stage 

of  incubation  is  generally  long  enough  to  al- 
low thorough  vaccination,  and  should  the  first 

attempt  fail,  even  revaccination;  thus  enabling 
you  to  modify  the  severity  of  the  disease,  if 
not  to  escape  the  attack  entirely."  Upon 
this  I  grounded  my  hope,  and  vaccinated 
forthwith.  But  the  only  virus  I  could  obtain 
in  the  fort,  was  in  the  hands  of  my  hospital 
steward,  P.  C.  Seclor — a  Prussian.  This  he 
assured  me  was  obtained  from  the  teat  of  a 
young  heifer,  into  which  he  had  inoculated 
the  virus  of  true  small-pox  at  Paducah,  Ky. 
With  this  virus  I  vaccinated  myself  and  many 
ethers  about  the  hospital,  white,  colored,  old 
and  young.  Some  of  whom  had  been  pre- 

viously vaccinated  and  some  had  not.  I  had 
been  vaccinated  twice  in  early  life,  taking  ef- 

fect both  times.  Of  this  virus  no  effect  was 

produced  on  me.  In  a  few  cases  inflamma- 
tion, vesication  and  pustulation  followed  in 

due  order,  only  at  the  point  of  insertion.  My 
ward  master  cornplained*of  feeling  very  sick. 
He  was  a  large  colored  man,  and  had  a  beau- 

tiful scab,  in  no  way  perceptibly  different 
from  that  produced  by  the  true  vaccine  virus. 
This  was  the  only  case  I  was  able  to  keep 
under  observation  till  all  the  physiological  ef- 

fects occurred  seriatim. 
In  the  usual  time  the  adenitis  and  other  un- 

pleasant symptoms  subsided,  and  nothing 
more  was  thought  of  the  case.  Neither  vari- 

ola nor  varioloid  followed  as  a  consequence  of 
this  vacciuation,  in  any  of  the  cases  so  vac- 

cinated by  me.  Unluckily  this  is  a  single  case 
which  proves  nothing.  A  plain  rehearsal  of 

the  facts,  however,  may  not  be  without  in- 
terest to  some  of  your  readers. 

So  far  I  have  attended  this  year  only  three 
cases  ©f  small-pox  and  one  of  varioloid,  all  of 
whom  recovered  except  a  teething  infant 
under  one  year  of  age.  These  all  occurred  in 
one  family,  none  escaping  an  attack.  The 
first  was  the  head  of  the  family,  aged  24  years. 
He  had  been  vaccinated  in  early  life ;  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  his  was  the  worst  case 
of  confluent  small-pox  I  ever  saw.  I  was 
called  to  see  him,  when  the  shot-like  vara 
were  quite  perceptible  beneath  the  skin  on 
the  forehead  and  cheeks.  In  fact  the  touch 

only  verified  what  the  peculiar  odor  of  his 
body  suggested  to  the  nostrils.  One  that  has 
a  nose  for  small-pox  need  not  seek  far  for 
diagnostic  proofs. 
Early  and  persistent  delirium  was  a  promi- 

nent symptom  in  the  case.  This  I  partially 
controlled  by  the  repeated  exhibition  of  a  sat- 

urated solution  of  the  bromide  of  potassium, 
continued  for  several  days,  or  till  the  lesions 
upon  the  tongue  and  mucous  membrane  of  the 
mouth  rendered  a  very  dilute  preparation  of 
the  remedy  intolerable.  Equal  parts  of  tine 

ture'of  veratrum  and  spirits  of  nitre  were 
given  in  six  to  ten  drop  doses,  three  times  a 
a  day,  pro  re  nata.  Thus  the  fever  was  kept 
in  check.  The  utmost  possible  cleanliness  of 
body  and  clothing  was  enjoined.  The  whole 
face  was  repeatedly  painted  with  the  tincture 
of  iodine,  full  strength,  and  the  room  kept 
darkened.  Beef  tea  and  milk,  tart  apple 
scraped,and  acidulated  drinks  were  the  ingesta. 
Later,  brandy,  quinine,  ect.  I  had  almost 
forgotten  to  mention  that  during  the  stage  of 
invasion,  I  gave  three  compound  cathartic 
pills.  This  was  before  I  saw  the  case,  the 
symptoms  being  described  by  a  messenger. 
Saline  purgatives  were  given  two  or  three 
times  during  the  attack.  The  bowels  were 
moved  by  enema  consisting  of  three  parts 
water  and  one  of  vinegar,  {Niemeyer),  after 
twenty-four  hours  without  motion. 

More  attention  was  paid  to  saving  life  than 
the  prevention  of  pitting.  Itching  during  the 
stage  of  desiccation  was  almost  completely  con- 

trolled by  the  copious  application  of  a  very 
soft  ointment,  made  of  bees-wax  and  sweet 
oil,  with  a  little  tannin,  opium  and  carbolic 
acid.  This  also  measurably  controlled  the 
smell.   In  due  time  tincture  of  the  chloride 
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of  iron  in  twenty  drop  doses,  with  twenty 
grains  quinine  to  the  ounce,  was  given.  Some 
boils  occurred,  and  an  old  gun-shot  wound,  re- 

ceived in  our  civil  war,  began  to  slough  and 
assume  an  indolent  appearance,  in  spite  of  a 
daily  application  of  carDolic  acid  and  glycer- 

ine. Ttis  improved  under  the  application  of 
a  strong  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and 
it  is  now  quite  healed  up.  All  his  finger  nails 
slowly  coming  off;  a  new  and  healthy  nail  is 
taking  the  place  of  the  old. 
The  next  case  was  the  mother.  Being 

thoroughly  vaccinated,  she  had  the  modified 
variety  and  was  confined  to  bed  only  a  few 
days.  The  treatment  of  all  the  cases  was 
much  the  same,  only  modified  to  suit  the  age 
of  the  patient,  omitting  the  compound  cath- 
artic. 

The  children  being  just  vaccinated,  the  di- 
sease ran  side  by  side  with  the  vaccinia.  The 

infant  being  vaccinated  the  second  time  before 
taking,  probably  derived  no  modifying  influ- 

ence, and  succumbed  on  the  sixteenth  day. 
The  other  child  recovered  rapidly,  eating 
every  scab  he  could  furtively  pick  off,  in  spite 

of  its  mother's  earnest  protestations. 
In  this  Alleghany  Valley,  small-pox  is  un- 

usually fatal  this  winter.  In  some  localities 
more  than  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cases  result 
fatally.  In  one  neighborhood  there  are  re- 

ported six  or  eight  deaths  thus  far,  without  a 
single  recovery. 

Vaccinating  is  pretty  generally  resorted  to 
among  all  classes  of  people,  and  I  have  had 
complete  pustulation  follow  the  act  in  very 
aged  persons,  in  some  of  whom  it  had  pre- 

viously failed  several  times. 
Several  instances  are  known  to  the  writer 

in  which  parties  consider  themselves  exempt 
from  liability  to  this  disease,  citing  in  sup- 

port of  trieir  theory,  the  fact  that  they  had 
slept  for  several  nights  in  the  same  bed  with 
a  sick  person,  whom  it  was  afterwards  ascer- 

tained had  the  small-pox,  yet  they  escaped. 
This  is  not  only  probable,  but  even  possible. 

Observation  has  pretty  well  established  the 
fact  that  small-pox  U  not  contagious,  certain- 

ly not  infectious  during  the  stages  of  incuba- 
tion and  invasion,  but  pre-eminently  both  con- 

tagious and  infectious  during  the  stages  of 
eruption,  suppuration  and  desiccation.  Fer- 
haps  least  so  during  the  stage  of  eruption. 
The  same  law  that  governs  vegetable  life  in 
the  reproduction  of  the  species,  obtains  in  the 
reproduction  of  this  disease.   Neither  the 

early  leaflets  nor  the  flowers  of  plants  in  gen- 
eral, possess  the  power  in  themselves,  without 

maturation,  to  reproduce  their  kind.  The 
seeds  and  fruit  must  first  ripen.  So  small-pox 
must  be  fully  developed— ripened,  if  you 
please,  before  its  transmission  to  another 
subject  is  possible,  except  we  resort  to  trans- 

fusion. During  these  three  last  stages,  too 
great  caution  cannot  be  exercised  to  prevent 
the  propagation  of  so  fatal  a  disease.  The 
last  scab  that  drops  from  the  nose  (mostly  last 
in  healing,  because  cold)  months  after  the  at- 

tack, is  just  as  capable  of  transmitting  the 
poison  as  is  a  drop  of  pus,  only  less  liable  be- 

cause dry  and  not  so  easily  absorbed. 
The  following  is  the  method  by  which  I 

have  obtained  the  best  results  in  vaccinating  : 
I  reduce  the  scab  to  powder,  mix  with  pure 
glycerine  ;  this  will  remain  in  a  gelatinous 
mass  for  a  week  or  more,  fit  for  use.  I  use  a 

grooved  exploring  needle,  which  I  insert  per- 
pendicularly through  the  skin  on  the  arm  half 

a  dozen  times  or  more,  about  the  junction  of 
the  deltoid  with  the  biceps  muscles,  having 
previously  immersed  the  needle  in  the  gela- 

tinous virus. 

If  we  are  cautious  in  selecting  a  point  re- 
mote from  any  vein,  no  bleeding  will  follow 

this  process,  though  the  needle  be  thrust  quite 
through  the  skin.  I  usually  apply  a  little 
more  virus  to  the  mouths  of  these  punctures, 
then  hold  the  part  to  a  hot  stove,  till  it  is  com- 

pletely erythematous,  thus  stimulating  the  ab- 
sorbents into  violent  action.  I  now  cover  up 

the  part  with  a  bit  of  ichthyocolla  plaster,  to 

prevent  the  removal  of  the  virus  when  pull- 
ing down  the  sleeve,  and  the  whole  is  finished. 

In  this  way  I  have  been  successful  in  cases 
that  hitherto  resisted  every  other  method. 

Glycerine  is  far  preferable  to  water  for  mix- 
ing the  virus  ;  it  does  not  dry  so  readily.  It 

finds  its  way  into  the  miuutest  puncture,  car- 
rying with  it  a  portion  of  whatever  it  holds 

in  solution. 

Infants  and  persons  not  previously  vacciu- 
ated  need  rarely  be  punctured,  a  few  simple 
scratches  being  sufficient,  when  the  heating 
process  is  thoroughly  carried  out.  I  have 
vaccinated  sleeping  infants,  who  only  awoke 
when  the  process  was  completed. 

I  have  inaugurated  an  experiment,  the  re- 
sult of  which  I  will  report  in  due  time,  viz  : 

I  vaccinate  every  one  who  lets  me,  who  has 
previously  had  small-pox  or  varioloid,  taking 
a  note  of  the  time  elapsed  since  the  occur- 
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renceof  said  disease,  and  noteing  carefully  the 
result,  also  the  age  at  which  the  disease  oc- 

curred and  the  age  at  time  of  vaccinating. 

ON  THE  LIGATURE  OF  VEINS  IN 
SURGICAL  OPERATIONS. 

By  C.  Seavey,  M.  D., 

Of  Bangor,  Maine. 

I  will  give  you  a  brief  history  and  treatment 
of  two  cases  of  surgery,  which,  to  mn,  are  inter- 

esting, and  perhaps  they  may  be  so  to  your 
readers. 

Case  1.  Mr.  R.  P.,  of  Hermon,  Maine,  aged 
60  years,  presented  himself  to  me  a  few  years 
since  for  surgical  aid.  He  had  a  fatty  tumor 
upon  the  right  side,  extending  from  a  F.ttle 
behind  the  axilla  down  the  arm  to  the  elbow, 
and  also  down  the  side  to  near  the  crest  of 
the  ilium.  Another,  of  a  fibrous  character, 
was  located  upon  the  abdomen,  a  little  to  the 
left  of  the  umbilicus ;  both  of  which  were  re- 

moved. The  one  upon  the  side  weighed 
seventeen  pounds;  the  other  four  ounces. 
From  this  operation  he  rapidly  recovered. 
Two  years  from  this  time  he  came  to  me 
again,  and  I  removed  the  left  submaxillary 
gland,  it  being  scirrhous  and  enormously  en- 
larged. 
Prom  this  operation,  he  readily  recovered 

and  appeared  well.  One  year  from  this  time 
he  came  again  with  a  large  scirrhous  tumor 
upon  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  the  disease 
prevading  the  various  tissues  and  blood  ves- 

sels in  its  locality,  and  adhering  to  them  with 
the  utmost  tenacity.  To  remove  this,  it  be- 

came necessary  to  ligate  the  jugular  veias  and 
cartoid  artery,  above  and  below  the  tumor, 
taking  care  to  exclude  the  pneumogastric  nerve. 
These  vessels  then  being  divided  near  the 
ligatures,  were  all  dissected  out  with  the 
diseased  mass,  leaving  the  cervical  vertebra, 
cesophagus  and  trachea  entirely  exposed.  The 
wound  which  extended  from  the  mastoid  pro- 

cess to  the  sternal  end  of  the  clavicle,  was 
slightly  closed  up  by  a  few  stitches,  adhesive 
strips,  pltdget  of  lint,  etc.  No  unpleasant 
symptoms  followed  this  operation,  with  the 
exception  of  a  little  sloughing  of  the  integu- 

ments, and  a  severe  pain  in  the  left  side  of 
the  head  for  about  five  days,  owing  no  doubt, 
to  the  non-return  of  blood.  The  tumor 
weighed  nineteen  ounces. 

In  about  eight  months  from  this  time,  a 

most  malignant  tumor  appeared  upon  the 
back  between  the  shoulders.  It  was  so  rapid 
in  its  growth,  and  so  prostrating  in  its  effects, 
that  nothing  could  be  done  but  to  palli;  te, 
and  the  patient  sank  under  the  influence  of 
the  disease. 

Case  2.  Mr.  J.  Standley,  of  Tremont,  Me., 

aged  55  years,  presented  himself  to  me  some 
three  years  since,  with  a  scirrhous  tumor  upon 
the  left  side  of  the  neck,  and  he  desired  its  re- 

moval. This  was  done.  As  a  precautionary 
step  in  the  operation,  a  ligature  was  passed 
under  the  carotid  artery,  just  above  the  clav- 

icle, but  was  not  tied.  The  jugular  veins 
were  ligated  above  and  below  the  tumor,  and 
were  dissected  out  with  the  morbid  mass  as 
in  the  above  case.  The  wound  healed  slowly 
but  effectually,  and  the  patient  was  restored 
to  health  and  the  enjoyment  of  life. 
The  point  of  interest  in  these  operations  is 

in  the  tying  of  the  veins  and  its  results,  all  of 
which  go  to  prove,  to  my  mind,  the  fallacy 
of  the  theory  of  our  fathers  in  surgery,  to 
wit :  The  veins  cannot  be  tied  with  as  much 
safety  as  arteries.  During  thirty  five  years 
of  pretty  extensive  practice  in  surgery,  I 
'never  have  hesitated  to  tie  veins  as  readily  as 
arteries ;  and  I  have  yet  to  witness  the  first 
instance  of  unfavorable  results.  And  I  think 
it  will  be  long,  ere  I  shall  exclaim  with  Sir 

Astley  Cooper,  that  "  If  I  were  the  subject  of 
operation,  I  would  rather  let  my  femoral  ar- 

tery be  tied,  than  the  vena  saphena  major." 
In  the  above  operations,  I  had  the  kind  and 
valuable  assistance  of  Dr.  Thayer,  of  Hamp- 

den, Shephard,  and  H.  H.  Seavey  of  Ban- 

gor, Maine. 

Hospital  Reports, 

jefferson  medical  college. 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Professor  Gross. 

November  25th,  1871.  ' [REPORTED  BY  DR.  RALPH  M.  TOWNSEND  ] 

Cystic  Mammary  Gland. 
This  patient,  a  married  woman,  aged  45 

years,  has  a  tumor  on  the  breast  which  was 
first  noticed  a  year  ago,  a  great  deal  of  water 
and  blood  meanwhile  escaping  from  it.  The 
spelling  was  unattended  by  pain,  there  is  no 
retraction  of  the  nipple,  and  no  lymphatic 
involvement. 

The  tumor  was  diagnosed  as  a  cyst  of  the 
gland,  and  as  the  woman  has  passed  tha  period 
of  childbearing,  the  whole  breast,  after  the 
administration  of  chloroform,  was  excised. 
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"  The  class  of  cystomas,"  said  the  operator, 
"  is  a  large  and  important  one,  comprising  a 
number  of  morbid  products,  which  are  not 
only  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  but  capable 
of  acquiring  extraordinary  bulk.  Their  con- 

tents are  diversified  and  may  either  be  solid 
or  liquid.  Some  of  these  tumors  are  of  new- 
formation,  but  many  are  merely  alterations 
effected  in  the  primitive  structures  —in  fact, 
hypertrophies.  They  are  particularly  liable 
to  arise  in  the  skin  and  mucous  membranes, 
the  glandular  organs,  as  the  breast,  liver,  tes- 

ticle, and  thyroid  body,  in  the  ovaries  and  in 
the  subcutaneous  cellular  substance.  They 
are  most  common  between  the  ages  of  20  and 
45  years,  and  females  are  more  subject  to 
them  than  males.  Cystic  tumors  are  divided 
into  the  simple  and  compound.  Varieties  of 
the  former,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
contents,  are  serous,  mucous,  synovial,  colloid, 
sanguineous,  salivary,  oily,  milky,  seminal 
and  dermoid. 
Compound  or  proliferous  cysts,  to  which  the 

specimen  just  removed  belongs,  are  character- 
ized by  the  existence  of  subordinate  cysts, 

occupied  by  different  organized  substances, 
and  giving  rise  to  that  peculiar  arrangement 
known  as  the  multilocular  or  polycystic. 
Proliferous  cysts  occur  chiefly  in  the  ovary, 
the  mamma,  and  the  thyroid  gland,  in  the  first 
of  which  they  often  attain  an  enormous  bulk. 
The  walls  of  these  cysts,  always  thin  at 

first,  eventually  acquire  great  thickness  and 
strength.  In  their  structure  they  are  cellulo- 
fibrous,  with  a  strong  tendency  when  they  be- 

come old,  to  various  degenerations.  These 
cysts,  both  simple  and  compound,  are  always 
lined  with  epithelium.  They  never  involve 
the  neighboring  lymphatic  glands,  and  the 
prognosis  is  favorable.  Cystic  tumors  are 
not  benefitted  by  constitutional  medication, 
their  contents  not  being  amenable  to  the 
action  of  absorbents.  Sorbifaeient  applica- 

tions as  the  dilute  tincture  of  iodine,  or  pres- 
sure, will  sometimes  retard  their  growth  when 

they  are  small  and  superficially  seated. 
Breaking  the  cyst3,  or  incising  them  subcu- 
taneously,  allows  their  contents  to  escape  into 
the  surrounding  cellular  tissue  and  then,  their 
walls  collapsing,  may  ultimately  unite  by  ad- 

hesive inflammation.  Iodine  injections  are 
sometimes  advantageously  employed,  particu- 

larly when  the  tumor  is  deep  seated.  But  when 
the  cysts  are  large  or  numerous,  and  when  the 
primitive  textures  are  in  a  great  measure  anni- 

hilated, the  only  course  likely  to  succeed,  is  ex- 
cision of  the  entire  mass.  The  slightest  rem- 

nant, however,  must  not  be  left  as  a  secreting 
surface  ;  the  size  of  a  pin's  point  is  capable  of 
reawakening  the  disease.  The  parts  were 
well  drawn  together  with  adhesive  strips,  and 
the  after-dressing  will  consist  simpiy  of  the 
application  of  a  light  emollient  poultice. 
Prof.  Gross  said  he  did  not  believe  in  the  in- 

fusoria doctrine  of  Mr.  Lister,  particularly  as 
the  cases  operated  upon  by  the  colleagues  of 
that  gentleman,  in  the  Royal  iLfirmary  of 

Glasgow,  made  much  better  recoveries  than 
did  those  of  Mr.  Lister,  even  though  they 
were  not  treated  with  the  carbolic  acid.  "The 
latter  is  one  of  those  fanciful  preparations 
that  has  had  its  day.  As  old  Ambrose  Pare 
would  say—'  we  iuve  done  our  work  and  God 
will  do  the  rest ! '  " 
Encysted  Hydrocele  of  the  Spermatic  Cord. 
Moses  K.,.8efe.  nine  weeks,  is  the  subject  of 

congenital  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  cord. 
The  tumor  is  distinctly  circumscribed,  oval, 
movable,  free  from  pain^  distinct  from  the 
testicle,  receives  no  impulse  on  coughing,  and 
cannot  be  emptied  by  pressure.  This  is  evi- 

dently an  encysted  hydrocele,  an  affection 
which  occurs  at  all  periods  of  life,  but  which 
is  more  common  in  infants.  The  cyst  gener- 

ally originates  in  an  imperfect  obliteration  of 
the  tubular  prolongation  of  the  peritoneum 
lying  under  the  skin,  superficial  fascia,  and 
fibres  of  the  cremaster  muscle.  Sometimes 
the  cyst  arises  adventitiously. 
A  delicate  sewing  needle  was  now  intro- 

duced, and  a  drop  of  limpid  fluid  followed  its 
withdrawal.  Such  proceedure  alone,  in  a 
child  of  such  tender  age,  may  be  sufficient  to 
produce  obliteration  of  the  sac.  Should  this 
not  be  the  case,  the  parts  will  be  painted  with 
very  dilute  tincture  of  iodine,  or  a  strong  sol- 

ution of  alum  or  acetate  of  lead.  Finally, 
other  means  failing,  one  single  fine  strand  of 
thread  will  be  run  through  the  sac  and  al- 

lowed to  remain  until  the  proper  degree  of 
inflammation  is  excited. 
George  Fish,  set.  three  months,  was  also 

brought  before  the  class  with  an  encysted  hy- 
drocele of  the  cord.  The  tumor  was  punc- 

tured with  a  needle,  its  contents  allowed  to 
escape,  and  the  following  lotion  was  ordered 
to  be  locally  applied  : 

R.    Ammonise  hydrochlor,,  gj. 
Acid  acetic,  gss.  M. 

S. — Add  to  half  a  tumblerful  of  water. 
In  these  cases  the  testicle  is  always  at  the 

bottom  of  the  tumor,  and  the  tumor  is  always 
circumscribed,  with  well  defined  outline  and 
some  hardness,  and  is  always  so  situated  as 
to  be  almost  immovable,  or  not  easily  pushed 
about  from  point  to  point.  It  derives  no  im- 

pulse upon  coughing,  like  a  hernia.  Finally, 
the  exploring  needle  always  settles  the  diag- 
nosis. 

In  connection  with  these  cases,  Prof.  Gross 
brought  before  the  class  the  sister  of  the  first 
little  patient,  Cecilia  K.,  set.  four  years  and 
three  montks,  upon  whom  he  had  operated  at 
this  clinic  four  years  ago  on  account  of  an  en- 

cysted tumor  in  the  cervical  region.  A  long 
scar  reaching  from  the  middle  line  of  the  back 
of  the  neck  to  the  lower  limit  and  posterior 
border  of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle, 
marked  the  site  of  the  operation.  The  jugu- 

lar vein  was  so  translucent  as  to  be  almost 
mistaken  for  a  portion  of  the  tumor.  Not- 

withstanding, however,  the  tedious  dissection 
involved,  the  child  made  a  most  excellent  re- 
covery. 
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Matilda  D.  aged  26  years,  has  a  large 

tumor,  flattened  from  side  to  side,  partly 
overlapping  and  partly  pushing  outward 
the  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle.  Tumors 
of  various  kinds  are  liable  to  occur  in  this 
locality,  as  for  instance  aneurism  of  the 
carotid ;  but  the  woman  has  suffered  from  no 
injury  to  the  part,  and  besides  idiopathic  af- 

fections of  this  kind  being  uncommon  in  this 
country,  they  occur  at  later  periods  of  life 
and  can  be  distinguished  by  their  pulsation, 
and  whirring,  whizzing  noise.  Secondly. 
There  might  be  a  varicose  conditiou  of  the 
jugular  veins.  Thirdly,  a  cyst.  Fourthly, 
enlargement  of  the  bursse  that  here  exist  in 
connection  with  the  thyro-hjoid  membrane. 
Fifthly,  lymphatic  involvement,  and  sixthly, 
enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland. 

The  patient  was  requested  to  swallow,  and 
as  she  did  so  a  decided  movement  was  no- 

ticed in  the  t"mor.  This  would  not  be  the 
case  if  this  were  lymphatic  enlargement. 
Neither  has  it  the  appearance  of  a  cyst,  an 
enlarged  bursa,  or  varicose  veins.  It  is,  un- 

doubtedly, a  goitre,  and  its  peculiaritv  con- 
sists in  its  lateral  expansion  and  anterior 

flattening.  This  patient  was  born  in  Bremen, 
and  was  the  subject  of  this  affection  before 
coming  to  America.  The  tumor  is  soft  in  the 
greater  portion  of  its  extent,  which  shows 
that,  as  yet,  it  has  undergone  no  great  degen- 

eration. This  affection  is  peculiar  to  moun- 
tainous regions  everywhere,  although  the 

greater  number  of  cases  in  this  country  are 
found  among  foreigners.  It  is  epidemic  in 
Switzerland,  and  so  common  in  Derbyshire, 
England,  the  affeciion  is  there  called  Derby- 

shire neck.  It  is  likewise  met  within  the 
inferior  animals.  Its  cause  is  unknown,  some 
ascribing  its  production  to  drinking  snow 
water  and  others  to  the  calcarious  matter 
found  in  certain  varieties  of  well  water.  A 
tumor  of  this  kind  may  attain  enormous  size, 
with  all  the  bad  attendants  therefrom  arising. 

The  prognosis  of  this  individual  case,  as  far 
as  treatment  is  concerned,  is  of  a  favorable 
character,  although  the  great  extent  over 
which  the  tumor  is  spread  almost  precludes 
the  possibility  of  returning  it  to  its  natural 
boundaries.  Treatment  will  consist  in  stimu- 

lating the  absorbent  vessels,  although  the  ap- 
plication of  agents  of  too  stimulating  a  char- 

acter must  be  avoided  :  otherwise,  irritation 
will  be  produced,  and  the  mass  will  be  en- 

larged instead  of  diminished.  The  neck  will 
be  thoroughly  washed,  at  least  once  in  the 
twenty-four  hours,  with  hot  water  and  soap, and  immediately  afterwards  a  portion  of  the 
following  ointment  will  be  applied  to  the  sur- face of  the  tumor  and  well  rubbed  in  : 

I£.    Ung.  hydrarg.  biniodid., 
Cerat.  simp.,  ^vj.  M. 

The  patient  will  also  take  internally  the  Liquor lodinii  Compositm,  gtt.viij.  in  sweetened  water three  tim<  s  daily. 
A  piece  of  thin  flannel  and  oiled  silk  will  be 

worn  around  the  neck.  The  diet  will  be  reg- 
ulated and  all  red  meats  avoided.  Six  grains 

of  blue  mass,  in  combination  with  a  grain  of 
ipecac,  will  be  given  now  and  then  at  bed 
time  to  regulate  the  secretions. 

ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
Clinic  on  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  Syttem,  by 

Pkob\  Meredith  Cltmee. 

(reported  by  t.  d.  crothers,  m.  d.,  for 
the  medical  and  surgical  reporter.) Chorea. 

In  this  case  we  can  trace  the  cause  of  chorea 
to  the  diathesis  of  measlps.  This  child,  five 
years  old,  was  taken  in  July  last  with  measles, 
and  four  days  after  took  a  severe  cold,  caus- 

ing the  rash  to  disappear  ;  this  was  followed 
by  convulsions,  which  terminated  in  a  few 
days,  leaving  the  organs  of  speech  paralyzed. 
The  chorea  began  at  this  time,  consisting  of 
twitchines  and  jerkings,  always  when  the 
mind  is  excited.  Tne  paralysis  of  the  organs 
of  speech  has  disappeared,  and  she  can  now 
articulate  nearly  as  well  as  usual,  but  the 
chorea  is  increasing.  Her  general  health  is 
good.  Here  the  disturbance  is  functional  and 
located  in  the  nerve  centers.  Nature  is  evi- 

dently doing  much  to  restore  this  disturbed 
condition  as  seen  in  the  recovery  from  the 
paralysis.  But  the  increase  of  the  chorea  is 
owing  to  some  outside  stimulus  which  favors 
its  production.  In  treatment,  particular 
avoidauce  of  all  excitement,  friction  by  rub- 

bing, good  diet,  with  bitter  tonics  and  iron, 
valerianate  of  zinc,  or  hydrate  of  choral.  If 
these  are  steadily  persisted  in  for  a  longtime, 
recovery  will  generally  follow. 

Chorea— Second  Case. 
Here  is  an  idiot  boy,  25  years  old,  who  has 

been  afflicted  from  birth.  He  cannot  speak, 
but  he  eats  and  sleeps  well,  and  is  not  entirely 
devoid  of  intelligence.  You  notice  the  irregu- 

lar movements,  grimaces  and  jerkings  of  the 
head  and  neck,  and  all  parts  of  the  body  seem 
to  be  in  motion.  The  affection  here  is  organic, 
some  congenital  defect  of  the  nerve  centers. 
The  coordinating  power  is  also  affected,  mak- 

ing it  difficult  for  him  to  walk.  His  legs  are 
thrown  out  irregularly,  and  some  of  his  move- 

ments imitate  functional  derangement.  He 
has  spasms,  at  times  fixed  and  rigid.  Whether 
he  has  much  pain  or  not  is  difficult  to  deter- 

mine. These  cases  always  present  a  variety 
of  conflicting  symptoms ,  and  in  the  treatment 
you  must  be  governed  by  observation  and  cir- 

cumstances. If  this  man  should  die  you  would 
find  no  lesion  or  condition  of  the  brain  struc- 

ture to  account  for  these  symptoms. 
Epilepsy. 

This  man  has  been  an  "  epileptic  "  for  ten 
years.  During  the  last  four  years  the  fits 
have  increased  in  frequency.  When  he  is 
excited,  they  always  follow.  He  has  no 
warning  of  them,  but  falls  and  loses  his  con- 
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seiousness,  remaining  so  for  three  or  four  min- 
utes. Frequently  he  bites  nis  tongue  and 

occasionally  is  noticed  to  froth  at  the  mouth. 
After  these  fits  he  sleeps  a  variable  period, 

awakening  refreshed.  Although  often  he  has 
a  weary  feeling  for  several  hours  after.  His 
friends  notice  that  his  temper  is  more  irregu- 

lar, and  his  memory  less  acute,  although  he 
continues  his  business  as  a  grocer.  These 
fits  or  spasms  never  occur  at  night.  This  is 
essential  epilepsy,  or  one  having  no  lesion  in 
the  brain,  such  as  a  tumor,  clot,  or  anything 
resulting  in  inflammation  or  from  pressure. 
There  are  two  forms  of  epilepsy,  one  the  de 
veloped,  the  other  the  undeveloped.  The  last 
is*  marked  by  temporary  loss  of  consciousness 
and  no  fall,  with  recovery.  The  developed, 
by  a  sudden  loss  of  consciousness,  falling  to 
the  floor,  with  a  low  cry.  There  is  a  deadly 
palor  of  the  face,  then  congestion,  with  a  full, 
red  appearance.  He  bites  his  tongue,  a'nd saliva  comes  from  the  mouth  in  the  form  of 
froth,  attended  with  clonic  spasms.  From 
three  to  five  minutes  of  uneasiness  elapse,  then 
he  comes  to,  and  falls  into  a  deep  sleep,  from 
which  he  awakes  with  more  or  less  dullness  of 
intellect.  No  lesion  can  be  found  after  death, 
but  changes  not  connected  with  the  disease 
may  be  present.  This  disturbance  comes 
probably  from  some  change  in  the  medulla 
oblongata,  or  the  vasa  motor  nerves. 

This  is  apparent  in  the  palor  of  the  face, 
and  the  subsequent  tendency  to  sleep.  The 
nerve  centers  seem  to  be  in  a  state  of  suspen- 

sion. When  the  spasms  are  over,  congestion 
of  the  blood  vessels  may  go  on  and  produce 
asphyxia.  It  may  be  caused  by  either  a  cen- 

tral lesion  or  a  dibturbance  on  the  periphery 
of  the  body.  In  a  case  under  my  observa- 

tion, the  forcible  bringing  down  of  the  heel 
on  the  floor  would  cause  a  convulsion.  I  have 
seen  it  caused  by  a  spicula  of  bone  and  by  a 
tumor  pressing  upon  the  brain,  bringing  on 
reflex  action.  This  form  of  epilepsy  is  more 
apt  to  affect  the  mind  than  the  other.  A 
gentleman  consulted  me  some  time  ago  about 
a  peculiar  feeling  that  came  over  him  to  re- 

venge some  fancied  insult  upon  his  nearest 
friends.  This  impulse  came  on  at  irregular 
intervals,  during  the  day  or  night,  and  it  re- 

quired much  difficulty  to  restrain  himself  from 
committing  crime.  He  was  a  professional 
man, in  active  business  and  perfectly  well  and 
could  find  no  cause  for  these  feelings.  I  sus- 

pected epilepsy,  and  when  he  complained  of 
sour  tongue,  I  caused  him  to  be  watched,  and 
it  was  found  that  he  had  well  marked  epilep- 

tic fits,  of  which  he  was  completely  uncon- 
scious in  the  morning. 

Under  treatment  he  has  partially  recovered, 
and  I  hope  for  a  permanent  cure  in  his  case. 
The  vast  number  of  remedies  vaunted  are 
strong  evidences  that  none  are  specifics.  I 
rely  upon  a  generous  diet  and  general  hyp- 

notics. Of  these  I  have  found  lately  that 
bromide  of  sodium  is  the  most  valuable.  I 
think  it  more  so  than  bromide  of  potassium. 

The  latter,  when  given  for  a  long  time  in 
large  doses,  brings  on  serious  disturbances  of 
the  mental  faculties  and  muscular  feebleness 
of  the  lower  extremities.  The  bromide  of 
sodium  is  found  to  be  free  from  these  objec- 

tions ;  it  is  more  readily  absorbed  and  elimin- 
ated, and,  I  think,  has  a  less  depressing  in- 

fluence on  the  heart.  1  have  used  it  many 
months  with  excellent  effect.  Dr.  Decaisne 
has  given  it  for  a  year  with  the  same  happy 
results.  I  give  it  in  twenty  grain  doses  three 
times  per  day,  and  with  the  exception  of  con- 

stipation I  have  found  the  best  results  from 
it.  Belladonna  is  sometimes  used  with  good 
effect ;  but  a  nutritious  diet,  vdMi  freed  om  from 
excitement,  and  a  hypnotic  that  wili  cn;^  k 
functional  disturbance,  will  meet  many  indi- 

cations, and  frequently  retard  and  hold  in 
abeyance  this  disease  for  a  long  time. 

Medical  Societies. 

CINCINNATI  ACADEMY  OF  MEDI- 
CINE. 

December  16,  1871. 

C.  G-  CoMEGYS>,M.D.,Prest.,  J.W.  Hadlock,M.D.,  Sec'y. 
The  Nature  of  Malaria. 

[BY  D.  VAITGHAN,  A.  M.,  M.  D.] 
In  a  former  paper  read  before  the  Academy 

about  four  weeks  ago,  I  mentioned  that  marsh 
poison  consisted  of  volatile  oils  emitted  from 
plants,  and  conveyed  by  rains  to  low  places 
instead  of  being  permitted  to  diffuse  them- 

selves freely  through  the  entire  atmosphere 
The  effect  I  ascribed  mainly  to  the  slight 
solubility  of  these  oils  in  water,  as  they  are 
dissolved  in  this  fluid  when  rain  occurs,  and 
they  are  again  liberated  through  the  influ- 

ences of  heat  and  evaporation.  But  the  part 
which  water  acts  in  concentrating  malaria  to 
low  grounds,  is  far  greater  than  might  be  in- 

ferred from  my  brief  allusion  to  the  subject, 
and  from  the  single  case  which  I  noticed.  It 
is  not  merely  during  the  showers  of  rain,  butin 
its  subsequent  flow  over  lands  covered  with 
herbaceous  plants  that  the  water  becomes  im- 

pregnated with  volatile  oils,  and  conveys  them 
to  valleys  where  heat  has  more  influence  in 
delivering  them  to  the  air  in  the  form  of 

vapor. The  process  of  nature  corresponds  in  every 
respect  with  the  cou  se  which  has  been  long 
pursued  in  the  arts  for  obtaining  these  sub- 

stances from  plants.  Though  essential  oils 
when  forming  a  large  part  of  the  product 
affording  them,  may  be  obtained  by  dry  distil- 

lation, and  though  steam  may  be  occasionally 
used  with  advantage  in  their  manufacture,  yet 
in  most  cases,  and  especially  when  they  occur 
in  plants,  in  a  small  quantity,  they  are  separa- 

ted by  aqueous  action.  The  plants  are  steep- 
ed in  water,  and  as  this  is  subsequently  made 
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to  boil,  the  steam  carries  over  the  essential 
oil,  which,  on  condensation,  may  be  obtained 
in  a  liquid  form,  For  procuring  the  ferment 
oils,  the  leaves  and  other  parts  of  plants 
affording  then>,  require  to  be  steeped  in  water 
some  days  before  distillation  ;  and  the  success 
of  the  operation  seems  to  depend  on  the 
diminution  of  solubility  with  an  increase  of 
temperature. 

In  its  passage  to  valleys  the  rain  which 
falls  on  elevated  fields  and  verdant  hills  must 
be  constantly  impregnated  with  the  essential 
oils  of  living  plants  and  the  ferment  oils  of 
their  decaying  parts.  The  volatile  matter 
produced  over  a  wide  area  is  thus  concentrat- 

ed into  a  comparatively  email  spnce,  and  a 
marsh  is  thus  rendered  capable  of  diffusing  an 
amount  of  poisonous  vapors  far  greater  than 
could  be  afforded  by  the  plants  growing  within 
its  borders.  Of  the  volatile  oils  which  a  marsh 
or  an  inclosed  lake  thus  receives,  some  pass 
into  the  air  as  va  ior  when  the  water  becomes 
warm,  while  others  require  to  have  its  volume 
considerably  reduced  by  evaporation.  The 
amount  of  these  oils  which  the  air  is  capable 
of  sustaining  as  vapor  depends  on  tempera- 

ture, but  it  is  very  inconsiderable  even  during 
the  hottest  summers,  while  in  winter  it  must 
sink  to  an  infinitesimally  small  quantity. 
To  become  saturated  with  the  noxious 

vapors  which  they  emit,  the  air  over  marshes 
must  be  motionless,  and  to  this  quiescent  or 
stagnant  condition  the  presence  of  water  in  a 
valley  contributes  in  a  great  degree.  The  ab- 
sorbtion  of  heat  in  the  formation  of  aqueous 
vapor,  must  give  the  lowest  air  in  these 
localities  a  higher  specific  gravity  than  would 
be  due  to  its  position,  and  it  will  be  thus  less 
sensible  to  those  forces  which  produce  the 
more  gentle  winds.  For  a  similar  reason  car- 

bonic acid  accumulates  in  the  bottom  of  deet» 
wells,  not  merely  on  account  of  its  own  high 
specific  gravity,  but  chiefly  in  consequence  of 
the  increased  density  which  the  cool  water 
gives  the  air,  and  which  is  a  greater  impedi- 

ment to  the  effects  of  diffusion.  Brisk  winds 
and  storms  must  evidently  prevent  the  stag- 

nant condition  of  the  air  in  marshes,  and  ar- 
rest for  a  time  the  course  of  their  insalubrity. 

It  is  also  known  that  excessive  rains  stop  for 
a  time  the  eflect  of  malaria,  and  it  is  evidently 
because  the  limited  amount  of  volatile  oils, 
which  vegetation  supplies  atone  time,  is  more 
largely  diluted  and  rendered  less  liable  to  es- 

cape into  the  atmosphere. 
,  When  the  numerous  streams  conveying  the 
water  which  irrigated  many  verdant  lands 
unite  to  form  a  large  river,  the  latter  must  be 
impregnated  with  the  volatile  oils  which  are 
ever  ready  to  escape  into  the  air  whenever 
compelled  to  do  so  by  the  influence  of  heat 
and  evaporation.  To  this  cause  we  may  reas- 

onably ascribe  the  pestilential  vapors  which 
lie  along  the  rivers  of  Italy,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  principal  part  of 
the  malaria  of  its  marshes  is  conveyed  from 
distant  localities  by  running  waters,  which 

surrender  their  poisons  to  the  air  as  they  are 
imprisoned  and  evaporated  in  stagnant  pools. 
Rivers  also  often  rind  the  conditions  for  dif- 

fusing their  volatile  matter  when  they  pass 
through  lakes  enclosed  by  hills,  or  when  they 
spread  their  waters  over  the  deltas  which  are 
so  generally  found  at  their  termination  in  tide- less  seas. 

As  volatile  oils  change  their  characters  by 
oxydation  there  must  be  a  limit  to  the  dis- 

tance to  which  rivers  can  convey  them  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  make  them  injurious  to  the 
air.  This  is  evidently  the  case  of  the  river 
Kile,  which  in  the  latter  part  of  its  course  runs 
over  1000  miles  without  receiving  a  single 
tributary.  Whatever  poisonous  inhalations 
may  have  contaminated  its  waters  in  equatorial 
Africa  must  have  been  either  expelled  by 
heat  or  rendered  inert  by  oxydation.  Ac- 

cordingly its  floods  do  prevent  Egypt  from  en- 
joying a  comparatively  healthy  climate.  This 

may  be  partly  ascribed  to  the  dryness  of  the 
air  and  the  unfrequencv  of  rains  in  Egypt,  bud 
it  is  well  known  that  at  Bussorah,  where  the 
climate  is  equally  dry  and  free  from  rams,  the 
country  is  rendered  extremely  pestilential 
by  the  overflow  of  the  Euphrates. 

The  rapidity  with  which  running  waters  in- 
crease in  temperature  has  a  great  influence  on 

the  emission  of  their  volatile  organic  matter. 
In  mountainous  regions  such  changes  are  most 
conspicuous.  Along  the  southern  side  of 
Mount  Elberz,  in  Persia,  numerous  streams 
descend  to  the  low  lands,  and  they  must  be 
highly  charged  with  volatile  oils,  as  the  rains 
which  maintain  them  fall  on  lands  teeming 
with  verdure.  The  effect  of  these  waters 
when  warmed  in  the  low  lands,  where  they 
arrive,  is  marked  in  the  condition  of  the  cli- 

mate, and  Teheran  is  accordingly  rendered 
unhealthy,  notwithstanding  the  dryness  of 
the  air  and  the  scantv  vegetation  it  affords. 
For  a  like  ca'>se  the  principal  Italian  rivers, 
having  their  sources  in  elevated  regions,  ap- 

pear to  be  more  impregnated  with  malaria  on 
descending  to  the  plains,  the  lakes  and  dis- 

tricts through  which  they  pass  giving  evi- 
dence of  its  malignity.  The  irrigation  of  rice 

fields  in  Italy  has  been  found  so  injurious  to 
health  that  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  to 
restrict  the  culture  to  cerfcaiu  localities,  while 
in  Egypt  the  culture  of  rice  is  not  attended 
with  similar  consequences. 

BALTIMORE  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
Chloral  and  Chloroform  in  Labor. 

Dr.  Latimer. — The  use  of  anaesthetics  in 
labor  has  never,  so  far  as  I  know,  been  gen- 

eral in  this  state.  In  looking  over  the  reports 
of  those  who  are  accustomed  to  use  them,  I 
find  the  testimony  of  obstetricians  uniformly 
favorable.  The  moral  question  is  not  present 
in  this  inquiry,  but  only  the  safety  of  the 
mother  and  child,  and  we  are  justified  in  using 
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!  them  dimply  to  relieve  the  pain,  which,  in 
some  cases  of  even  natural  labor,  is  excruciat- 

ing.  For  my  own  experience  I  have  never 
1     used  chloroform  except  in  instrumental  cases, I     and  have  seen  no  ill  effects  follow  its  use. 

Sir  James  Simpson  entertained  no  doubt 
of  the  proprie'y  of  using  chloroform,  giving, 
at  the  close  of  the  first  stage,  a  quantity  suffi- 

1  cient  to  reli»  ve  the  pain.  He  used  it  in  two 
hundred  cases  without  any  bad  effects,  and 
not  one  of  them  suffered  from  puerperal  con- 

vulsions. It  diminishes  the  nervous  sensi- 
bility, and  thus  increases  the  force  of  the  ex- 
pulsive action.  Sansom  agrees  with  Simpson, 

but  thirrks  it  should  always  be  given  by  means 
of  an  inhaler  to  regulate  the  quantity  of  the 
vapor.  Stoker,  when  in  obstetric  practice, 
gave  regardless  of  any  disease  of  the  heart 
and  lungs.  Beatty  used  it  in  conjunction 
with  ergot  when  the  pains  were  weak  and  in- 

efficient. Yandall  administered  it  regard- 
less of  organic  disease.  So  far  there  are  no 

deaths  on  record  resulting  from  its  use  in 
obstetric  practice. 
Hewitt  believes  that  it  predisposes  to 

hemorrhage,  and  Dr.  Wm.  Marshall  says 
that  in  a  case  of  miscarriage  at  five  months  it 
arrested  all  expulsive  pains.  In  puerperal 
convulsions  complicating  labor  there  is  no 
difference  of  opinion.  Hewitt  says  if  he 
could  have  only  one  remedy  he  would  take 
chloroform. 
From  all  I  can  gather  from  those  accus- 

tomed to  its  use,  it  is  not  attended  with  special 
danger  in  natural  labor;  does  not  weaken  the 
expulsive  powers ;  does  not  tend  to  produce 
hemorrhage;  does  not  interfere  with  recove- 

ry, and  has  no  injurious  action  on  the  child. 
Of  course  caution  should  be  used  in  its  em- 

ployment. In  abnormal  labors  it  is  used  with 
advantage  in  craniotomy,  turning,  applica- 

tion of  forceps,  etc.  When  the  patient  is  weak 
it  should  be  combined  with  the  internal  use  of 
stimulants.  It  should  be  given  at  the  termi- 

nation of  the  first  stage,  during  pain,  and 
when  the  head  presses  on  the  perinseum. 
When  it  seems  to  check  the  pains  it  should 
be  withdrawn.  A  handkerchief  is  all  the 
apparatus  necessary  for  its  administration. 

By  the  use  of  chloral  the  same  indications 
are,  according  to  the  testimony  of  those  ex- 

perienced in  its  use  in  this  class  of  cases,  fully 
met.  It  relieves  pain ,  quiets  spasm ,  promotes 
sleep,  and  does  not  interfere  with  the  expul- 

sive pains.  Dr.  Lambert  says  it  is  a  good 
remedy,  and  requires  no  interference  with  the 
patient.  It  should  be  used  at  the  close  of  the 
first  stage  or  beginning  of  second.  It  should 
be  given  in  doses  of  gr.xv.,  every  quarter  of 
an  hour  until  its  effects  are  produced.  One  of 
its  advantages  is,  that  its  anodyne  effects  are 
continued  after  the  parturition  and  thus  gives 
the  rest  which  is  so  necessary  after  that  effort. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  labor  is  shortened  under 
its  influence.  I  have  used  it  in  combination 
with  ergot.  The  same  general  conditions 
govern  its  use  as  govern  chloroform,  and  the 

rules  of  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  must  be  strict- 
ly observed. Dr.  Wayson.— I  have  used  chloroform  in 

ordinary  labor  in  a  few  instances  and  seen  no 
unfavorable  results,  but  have  not  used  it  often 
enough  to  speak  positively  about  it.  In  in- 

strumental deliveries  and  turning  it  is  a  valu- 
able agent,  and  I  have  succeeded  much  better 

with  it  than  without  it.  I  have  not  used  it 
very  frequently  in  natural  labor  because  I 
think  it  is  nature's  order  that  women  should 
suffer  pain  at  this  time. 
Dr.  Morris— In  regard  to  chloroform  I 

coinicide  with  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Latimer; 
in  all  instrumental  cases  I  use  it.  I  have 
some  fear  in  regard  to  the  protracted  use  of 
chloral  in  these  cases.  I  fear  I  lost  a  child 
last  winter  from  its  use.  I  gave  9j,  and  a 
short  time  afterward  repeated  the  dose  and 
then  delivered  by  the  forceps.  The  child  was 
dead.  The  labor  only  lasted  tweBty-eight 
hours,  and  I  can  attribute  the  child's  death to  no  other  cause  than  the  use  of  chloral. 

Dr.  Jones— The  simple  fact  of  a  child  being- 
still  born  after  a  labor  of  twenty-eight  hours 
proves  nothing  in  regard  to  the  use  of  chloral. 
There  was  no  examination  of  the  b  dy  and 
nothing  in  the  case  to  connect  the  unfavor- 

able result  with  the  medicine. 

Dr.  Uhler— I  have  only  used  chloroform 
in  instrumental  cases.  In  one  case  I  kt  pt  a 
woman  under  its  influence  for  six  or  seven 
hours,  and  delivered  the  child  by  craniotomy 
and  forceps.  The  woman  died  on  the  fourth 
day  from  pneumonia.  Whether  this  was  a 
coincidence  or  not  I  cannot  say.  In  a  case  in 
which  I  gave  chloral  in  pj.  doses,  conscious- 

ness was  not  lost  and  the  child  was  born  alive. 
Dr.  Morris— One  advantage  of  chloral  is 

the  beautiful  rest  it  produces  after  delivery. 
In  the  case  I  mentioned  the  lady  slept  the 
whole  day  and  woke  without  headache,  or  a 
single  unpleasant  symptom. 

Dr.  Latimer— It  is  not  claimed  that  chlo- 
ral relieves  the  pain  completely  in  the  doses 

mentioned.  Those  who  used  it  gave  gr.  xv- 
xx  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  until  its 
full  effects  were  seen. 

Dr  Uhler. — In  a  tedious  case  I  gave  chlo- 
ral 5i .  and  chloroform  tt\,v-x.  to  check  the  con- 

vulsions, and  kept  her  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform  until  the  chloral  had  time  to  act. 

Dr.  Arnold  (the  President).— My  experi- 
ence is  limited  in  regard  to  their  use  in  natur- 

al labors.  In  instrumental  labors  I  am  only 
too  glad  to  use  chloroform.  The  greatest  in- terest attaches  to  its  use  in  natural  labor.  It 
would  be  a  great  blessing  to  relieve  the  pain 
if  our  experience  would  justify  us  in  using 
these  agents  in  all  natural  labors.  In  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  parturition  is  accompanied  by 
great  suffering.  It  is  strange  that  chloroform 
should  be  so  little  used  in  these,  cases  when  it 
has  been  recommended  by  such  high  authority, 
and  I  think  the  disinclination  to  its  use  owing 
to  the  fearful  number  of  fatal  cases  of  chloro- 

form poisoning  in  surgical  practice.  Years 
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ago  I  used  it  frequently  and  nevar  had  any 
unfavorable  results,  but  after  the  fatal  cases 
multiplied  so,  I  abandoned  its  use,  and  of  late 
its  administration  is  rather  discouraging.  I 
think  we  are  hUMly  justified  in  using  it  in 
natural  labors.  It  would  be  a  grand  thing  if 
we  could  safely  allav  or  abolish  the  suffering 
of  this  process.  We  know  so  little  about 
chloral  that  we  should  hesitate  to  recommend 
its  use  in  natural  labor,  and  must  reserve  it, 
like  chloroform,  for  instrumental  cases. 

Dr.  Latimer. — The  use  of  chloroform  has 
not  so  much  been  aoandoned,  as  that  it  has 
never  become  general.  All  phvsicians  in 
lying-in  asylums  endorse  its  use,  and  no  death 
has  been  reported  from  its  employment.  It 
is  also  used  to  a  very  great  extent  in  instru- 

mental labors  and  no  fatal  accident  has  occur- 
red. What  gives  this  class  of  oases  immunity 

no  one  has  explained. 
Dr.  Morris. — In  the  last  year  of  Simpson's 

life  a  woman  died  under  his  hands  from  chloro- 
form. 

Dr.  Latimer. — I  have  seen  no  such  refer- 
ence, and  that  is  only  one  case  among  many 

thousands.  Ko  deaths  have  occurred  from 
chloral.  I  use  it  in  every  case  to  which  I  am 
called  unless  there  be  come  contradiction. 
We  must  also  remember  that  deaths  have  oc- 

curred in  childbirth  without  the  use  of  an 
anaesthetic. 

Dr.  Friedenwald.— The  cases  of  death 
from  chloroform  have  accumulated  so  in  the 
last  few  years  that  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  all  the  fatal  cases  in  obstetrics  have 
been  reported.  The  public  know  that  labor 
is  generally  a  safe  process,  and  the  most 
courageous  man  would  hesitate  before  he  ac- 

knowledged that  chloroform  produced  the  un- 
favorable result  in  a  case  of  obstetrics. 

Dr.  Howard. — I  have  a  firm  conviction 
that  many  of  these  fatal  cases  occur  from  an 
impure  article  of  chloroform.  I  used  it  fre- 

quently in  the  army,  and  in  several  cases  saw 

sudden  and  alarming  symptoms,  but  by  sub- 
stituting another  sample,  anaesthesia  was  pro- 

duced without  ill  effects.  In  these  bad  sam- 
ples there  is  some  undetected  impurity. 

Dr.  Latimer. — Sansom  says  that  the  poi- 
sonous ingredient  is  free  chlorine.  No  doubt 

Dr.  Friedenwald  is  correct  in  his  remarks. 
For  my  own  part  I  have  no  timidity  growing 
out  of  its  use  from  any  intellectual  convic- 

tions of  its  danger.  I  have  used  it  over  two 
thousand  times  and  have  no  dread  of  it.  The 
dangerous  objections  do  not  obtain  in  regard 
to  chloral.  It  is  used  by  the  patients  them- 

selves with  too  great  frequency.  If  it  is  pro- 
per to  use  an  anodyne  in  any  condition  of 

suffering,  labor  certainly  demands  it. 
Dr.  Arnold— If  the  accidents  were  limited 

to  impure  specimens  they  could  be  remedied, 
but,  unfortunately,  there  are  cases  in  which 
the  same  specimen  has  produced  death  in  one 
instance  and  no  ill  effects  in  others.  Those 
who  have  paid  special  attention  to  the  ad- 

ministration of  chloroform  are  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count for  the  deaths. 

Dr.  Latimer — Is  it  not  by  careful  use  that 
we  are  to  get  this  knowledge  ? 
Dr.  Howard— I  would  not  say  that  im- 

purity is  the  only  source  of  danger.  The  fall- 
ing back  of  the  tongue  from  paralysis  will 

produce  dangerous  symptoms. 
Dr.  Latimer— This  falling  back  of  the 

tongue  is  frequently  noticed  and  does  not 
constitute  a  danger  if  you  are  prepared  for  it. 
It  only  requires  a  tenaculum  for  its  relief. 

Dr.  Uhler — I  have  administered  and  seen 
chloroform  given  about  ten  thousand  times, 
and  met  with  no  deaths  as  yet.  In  three 
cases  the  patients  were  saved  by  vigorous 
efforts.  I  have  nearly  always  used  Squib  b's, 
and  would  be  slow  to  employ  any  other.  I 
saw  one  case  of  placenta  prasvia  in  which  I 
gave  chloroform  to  turn,  but  the  patient  died 
from  hemorrhage  before  I  could  do  anything. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Perimetritus  Simulating  Ague. 
The  following  case  in  the  service  of  Prof. 

Byford,  is  reported  in  the  Chicago  Medical Examiner  : 
This  lady  presents  a  condition  not  unfre- 

quent,  though  its  cause  is  perplexing.  She  mar- 
ried thirteen  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  16.  Her 

health  was  perfect  uutil  the  birth  of  her  first 
child,  but  ever  since  she  has  suffered  from 
dystnenorrhoea  and  leucorrhcea  between  the 
molimena.   She  says  that  four  years  ago  she 

was  treated  for  inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  fire  in  this  city  she  was 
again  attacked  by  the  same  symptoms  as  be- 

fore, and  having  no  home  left,  she  entered  the 
hospital.  She  had  fever,  pain  in  the  back, 
hips  and  abdomen,  pain  in  urinating,  nausea 
and  vomiting.  The  fever  was  considered  to 
be  an  intermittent  by  a  physician  who  saw  her  - 
before  she  came  to  the  Hospital.  The  house 
physician  here  prescribed  paregoric  and  nitre, 
on  account  of  the  pain  in  the  biadder,  believ- 

ing she  had  cystitis,  and  for  the  nausea  and 
vomiting  he  gave  her  carbolic  acid  disolved  in 
glycerine  and  water.    These  medicines  effect- 
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ually  relieved  tbe  symptoms  before  the  patient 
was  seen  by  the  Professor.  On  examining 
her,  he  at  once  recognized  a  case  of  perime- 
tritus.  A  lump  hard  as  bone,  and  very  tender 
under  pressure,  was  felt  in  the  left  iliac  region, 
extending  diagonally  into  the  other  iliac  re- 

gion. By  a  vaginal  examination  a  hard  tumor 
was  found  filling  the  pelvis  and  pressing  against 
the  bladder.  The  consequent  inflammation  ex- 

plains the  pain  in  uriuating;  but  besides  this 
tumefaction  of  the  uterus,  the  pelvic  cavity 
was  also  filled  by  a  fibrinous  exudation. 

A  mistake  in  diagnosis  is  liable  to  be  made 
by  almost  any  one,  especially  since  examina- 

tion is  frequently  neglected.  The  chills,  fever 
aud  perspiration  occurring  every  morning, 

*  made  up  apparently  a  good  case  of  intermit- 
tent fever  for  the  physician  who  saw  her ;  but 

the  dvsury  and  pains  ought  to  have  induced 
an  examination.  External  exploration  should 
be  made  in  search  of  hard,  resisting  masses. 
Hard  tumors  can  be  distinguished  by  their 
giving  dullness  on  percussion,  whereas  the 
intestines  give  resonance  on  percussion.  Of 
course  a  vaginal  examination  should  be  made. 
The  extreme  frequency  of  these  cases  is  often 
overlooked,  because  examination  is  neglected. 

The  patient  was  much  prostrated,  but  was 
considerably  relieved  by  the  medicine  already 
noticed.  Fomentations  of  aconite  and  arnica 
leaves  were  directed,  and  likewise  poultices 
of  corn  meal  or  flax-seed.  The  mixture  of 
muriate  of  ammonia,  tartarized  antimony  and 
morphia,  was  also  ordered  to  be  given  four 
time  a  day.  She  is  improving  rapidly  and  is 
about  ready  to  go  home.  At  present,  2^ 
weeks  after  her  entrance  into  the  hospital, 
examination  shows  that  the  pelvic  mass  is 
gone,  and  there  is  no  tumefaction,  except  in 
the  uterus  which  is  moveable. 

Disinfectants. 

M.  Gille  has  published  in  the  Archieves 
Medicates  Beiges,  an  interesting  article  "  On 
the  value  of  a  Disinfectant,"  in  which  he  says 
we  must  not  only  get  rid  of  offensive  smelis, 
but  of  all  other  products  of  decomposition, 
and  that  any  substance  which  only  effects  one 
of  these  ends,  is  a  very  imperfect  disinfec- 

tant. He  then  passes  in  review  some  of  the 
disinfectants  in  common  use.  Sulphate  of 
iron  he  considers  is  useful  from  its  effect  of 
decomposing  ammonia,  carbonate,  and  sul- 
phohydrate.  Perchloride  of  iron,  besides 
this,  percipitates  albuminoid  matters,  and  acts 
also  by  its  chlorine.  Lime  disinfects  or- 

ganic matters,  fixing  carbor  ic  acid  and  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen,  and  decomposing 

hydrosulphate  ot  ammonia.  The  permanga- 
nate of  potass,  is  a  most  energetic  oxid;zing 

agent,  decomposing  sulphuretted  hydrogen, 
destroying  organic  matter,  and  acting  upon 
all  fixed  compounds  with  which  it  comes  in 
contact. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  M.  Decaisne  | 

employed  it  in  dissecting  rooms,  but  that  M. 
Gosselin,  in  1864,  reported  that  it  was  not 
adapted  for  this  purpose.  Chlorate  of  potass, 
may  be  used  to  disengage  ̂ ftorine  in  places 
that  are  not  easy  to  reaen*Dy  other  means. 
This  is  a  capital  plan  for  cesspools  and  mid- dens. 

Chloride  of  lime  acts  by  the  chlorine  it  sets 
free,  and  chemically  decomposes  most  foul 
gases.  M.  Decaisne  considers  it  the  best 
disinfectant  of  offensive  gases.  Does  it  also, 
mixed  with  metallic  oxides,  act  by  disengag- 

ing oxygen  as  has  been  asserted  ?  M.  Gille 
doubts  this.  He  also  observes  that,  although 
chloride  of  lime  destroys  offensive  gases,  it 
does  not  arrest  putrefaction,  but  by  the  lime 
set  free,  hastens  the  process. 

Hydrochloric  acid  is  employed  to  disinfect 
dog-kennels.  Vessels  containing  it  left  open, 
completely  destroys  the  offensive  gases  that 
abound  where  a  large  number  of  dogs  are 
kept.  This  plan  is  adopted  in  the  Veterinary 
School  of  Brussels. 

The  action  of  carbolic  acid,  M.  Gille  says, 
is  not  chemical.  He  accepts  what  is  com- 

monly called  the  germ  theory,  inasmuch  as 
he  says  the  acid  prevents  germs  from  pro- 

voking putrefaction.  He  also  thinks  it  will 
hinder  the  formation  of  miasms,  and  is,  there- 

fore, a  good  preventive  of  epidemics.  It  is 
thus  to  be  seen  that  all  the  disinfectants  are 
good,  but  that  they  should  be  used  with  dis- 

cernment, a  selection  being  made  according 
to  the  products  we  wish  to  get  lid  of. 

Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

We  extract  the  following  practical  hints 
from  a  paper  by  Dr.  Laurence  Turnbull, 
in  the  Transactions  of  ths  Medical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  1871 : 

Foreign  Bodies 
in  the  external  canal  can  almost  always  be 
washed  out  near  to  the  orifice  of  the  meatus 
by  the  syringe,  and  then  removed  by  a  soft 
silver  curette  or  angular  forceps. 

Eczema  Auriculae, 

acute  and  chronic.  This  troublesome  affection 
was  treated  in  its  aeute  form,  by  soothing  ap- 

plications of  bland  fluids,  the  ear  being  cov- 
ered with  oil  silk  ;  and  internal  tonics  were 

administered,  with  alteratives  of  iron,  arsenic 
or  mercury.  In  the  chronic  form,  the  oint- 

ments of  the  protonitrate  of  mercury,  or  the 
benzoated  oxide  of  zinc,  were  used.  Internal 
Treatment— Fowler's  solution,  or  the  solution 
of  the  bichloride  of  mercury. 

Inspissated  Cerumen. 
Soft  cerumen  should  be  broken  up  and  re- 

moved by  the  curette,  but  if  hard  it  must  be 
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softened  by  a  warm  solution  of  bicarbonate 
of  soda  in  rose  water  ( 1  gr.  +  fs.i  ),  and  then 
removed  by  the  cringe  or  curette.  This  will 
not  always  reliefjfche  hearing-,  as  attention 
must  be  given  to  the  condition  of  the  lining- membrane  of  the  auditory  canal,  membrana 
tvmpani,  and  middle  ear ;  and  applications 
are  often  necessary  of  astringents  and  altera- 

tives, with  the  use  of  the  air  douche  of  Polit- 
zer,  or  the  Eustachian  catheter. 
Accumulation  of  cerumen  accompanies  a 

large  number  of  permanent  defects  in  hear- 
ing, followed  by  and  being  the  cause  of  deaf- 

ness, producing  pressure  on  the  membrana 
tvmpani,  the  delicate  bones  of  the  ear,  aflect- 
ing  the  labyrinth,  semicircular  cana1,  and 
cochlea,  which  latter  contains  the  nerve  of 
hearing. 
Furunculous  Abscess  in  the  External  Meatuv 

These  abscesses  are  most  exquisitely  pain- 
ful, slow  ia  development,  and  form  a  core 

which  is  discharged  wiih  difficulty.  There  is 
also  a  plugging  up  of  the  canal  by  a  swelling 
of  its  tissues.  The  most  successful  treatment 
has  been  the  application  of  moist  warmth  to 
the  parts  and  a  free  incision  into  the  abscess 
as  soon  as  its  presenting  point  could  be  deter- 
mined. 

Otitis  Externa. 
This  was  supposed  to  be  the  most  frequent 

form  of  affection  of  the  ear,  but  we  now  know 
that  it  is  rather  rare,  and  it  will  be  seen  there 
were  only  30  in  600  cases.  It  extends  from 
the  orifice  of  the  auditory  canal  to  the  exter- 

nal surface  of  the  membrana  tympani  and  is 
apt  to  follow  violence  to  the  ear,  foreign  bod- 

ies, abscesses,  etc.  The  most  successful  was 
proper  counter-irritation,  by  means  of  small 
blisters,  croton  oil,  or  tincture  of  iodine,  keep- 

ing the  parts  cleansed  daily  by  the  use  of  a 
mild  astringent  wash. 

Purulent  Otitis  Interna,  with  Perforation, 

In  the  acute  form  this  occurs  in  children, 
and  presents  all  the  symptoms  of  meningitis, 
but  is  distinguished  from  the  latter  disease  by 
the  labyrinth  alone  being  affected,  and  not 
the  meninges.  It  is  apt  to  terminate  fatally 
and  is  almost  always  followed  by  complete 
deafness.  The  treatment  should  be  counter- 
irritation  by  tincture  of  iodine,  the  internal 
use  of  the  bromides  of  sodium  and  potassium, 
with  the  tincture  of  the  sesquichloride  of  iron. 

Acute  Aural  Catarrh 

of  the  middle  ear,  with  perforation.  The 
treatment  of  this  affection  consists  in  keeping 
the  parts  cleansed  by  Clark's  or  Thudichum's 
douche,  with  astringents,  tonics,  and  counter- 
irritation,  with  occasional  depletion  by  leeches 
or  small  cups. 

This  is  an  affection  usually  amenable  to 
treatment,  and  to  it  the  term  otorrhcea  is  given. 
Of  ninety-nine  cases,  thirty-seven  were  cured, 
that  is,  the  discharge  was  checked,  but  the 
hearing,  was  not  restored  in  all  of  them  to  the 

normal  standard.  "We,  however,  save  the 
patient's  life  by  checking  the  discharge  and 
relieving  the  inflammation. 
We  now  come  to  the  most  tedious  affection 

of  the  human  ear,  the  most  frequent  cause  of 
deafness,  and  the  most  difficult  to  cure  if  neg- 

lected in  its  early  stage,  viz  : — 
Chronic  Catarrh  of  the  Middle  Ear, 

with  or  without  perforation  of  the  membrana 
tympani.  If  the  membrane  be  perforated, 
we  can  cure  the  noises  and  discharge  more 
effectually  than  if  it  be  thickened  and  the 
cavity  filled  with  mucus.  Treatment  of  the 
open  membrana  tympani:  Apply  agents  in 
solution  or  vapor  of  iodine  to  give  tone  to  the 
parts,  removing  any  excessive  discharge  by  a 
pust  nasal  syringe  every  day,  and  employing 
tonics  and  alteratives,  with  good  diet  to  build 
up  the  system. 

If  the  cavity  of  the  middle  ear  is  closed  by 
thickened  membrana  tympani  accompanied 
by  various  kinds  of  moist  or  dry  souuds  with 
deafness,  artificial  perforation  of  the  mem- 
braue  will  be  found  in  some  cases  successful, 
driving  out  from  the  middle  ear  by  the  Eusta- 

chian catheter  or  air  douche  the  accumulation 
of  mucus,  pus,  etc  ;  and  subsequently  we 
should  employ  slightly  stimulating  and  astrin- 

gent washes  of  zinc,  alum,  and  now  and  then 
a  solution  of  caustic  potash  or  bicarbonate  of 
soda,  etc.  (a  few  grains  to  fgi  of  water  iu  the form  of  spray.) 

By  this  and  various  other  means  which  we 
cannot  enter  into  in  so  brief  a  paper,  we  may 
be  able  to  improve  our  cases;  but  if  not  taken 
in  their  early  stage,  the  number  of  cures  will 
be  comparatively  small,  say  only  twelye  out 
of  one  hundred  and  eleven. 

Otitis  Media, 
with  inflammation  of  the  mastoid  cells,  is  gen- 

erally the  result  of  pus  being  retained  in  the 
middle  ear  (from  inflammation),  which,  seek- 

ing an  outlet  by  the  internal  track  which  it 
inflames,  softens  and  ultimately  ulcerates 
these  soft  cells  ;  and  unless  the  inflammation 
is  relieved,  or  a  new  outlet  made  by  means  of 
an  incision  over  the  mastoid  process,  the  re- 

sults are  always  very  serious.  This  in  some 
cases  is  all  the  treatment  that  is  necessary  ; 
but  in  more  severe  cases,  the  bone  was  broken 
down  and  the  outlet  made  larger  by  means  of 
a  gouge  or  chisel.  In  some  instances  this  has 
been  neglected,  and,  as  a  consequence,  ex- 

tensive caries  ensued  which  no  treatment  of 
ours  could  cure  ;  still,  in  some  few  instances, 
by  removal  of  part  or  a  whole  of  the  dead 
bone,  the  patient's  life  was  saved. 

Periostitis,  with  cerebral  abscess,  is  almost 
invariably  fatal,  yet  in  one  case  we  had  all 
the  symptoms  in  the  case,  and  notwithstand- it  recovered. 

Neuralgia  of  the  plexus  tympani  is  a  very 
protracted  disease.  It  was  treated  by  seda- 

tives of  opium,  belladonna  and  tonics  of  nux 
vomica  with  quinine,  to  give  tone  and  vigor 
to  the  nervous  system. 
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Effusion  of  Serum  into  the  Tympanic  Cavity  or 
Middle  Ear. 

Instead  of  the  usual  mucous  secretions, 
there  are  changes  in  the  layers  of  the  coats 
of  the  membrana  tympani,  causing  opacity ; 
or  in  some  instances  the  membrane  is  so  clear 
that  one-half  of  it  appears  of  a  lighter  shade 
than  the  lower  part,  which  is  of  a  dark  gray. 
The  boundary  between  the  two  is  marked 
with  a  dark  blue  line;  this  line,  according  to 
Politzer,  has  the  appearance  of  a  black  hair 
lying  upon  the  membrane.  Tbe  treatment 
was  the  air-douche,  used  every  second  day, 
with  restoration  of  the  mucous  membrane  c  f 
the  nares  and  pharynx  to  a  healthy  condition. 

Mervous  Deafness. 

results  from  disease  or  injury  of  the  internal 
ear,  affecting  the  auditory  n>  rve.  The  results 
of  treatment  are  in  the  main  the  same  as  in 
similar  affections  of  the  optic  nerve;  treat- 

ment, galvanic  current  and  the  hypodermic 
use  of  strychnia  or  its  salts.  In  sixteen  cases, 
only  two  were  improved. 

Perforation  of  the  Membrana  Tympani, 

by  blows  or  foreign  bodies,  usually  heals 
readily,  if  treated  with  care  and  without  irri- 

tating applications.  If  of  long  standing,  with 
edges  covered  with  granulations,  it  is  difficult 
to  cure.  Use  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
xx.  to  xl.  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  the 
parts  being  cleansed  with  tepid  water,  and 
air  introduced  by  the  Eustachian  catheter  to 
rid  the  middle  ear  of  any  accumulation. 

Acute  Inflammation  of  the  Membrana  Tym- 
pani, 

This  affection  is  accompanied  with  violent 
pains  in  the  ear,  occurring  suddenly  with 
more  or  less  fever  and  suppuration.  Meatus 
dry,  membrana  tympani  much  inflamed,  sensi- 

tive, opaque,  dull,  flat  and  thickened.  Prog- 
nosis favorable,  if  treated  promptly.  Perfor- 
ation one  cfthe  results,  but  this  heals  with 

care  and  perseverance.  Our  treatment  is  per- 
fect rest,  free  leeching,  cupping,  or  bleeding 

from  the  arm,  with  injections  of  warm  water, 
glycerine  or  opium  ;  and  toward  the  termin- 

ation, mild  astringents  and  counter-irritation 
with  the  use  of  the  air-douche. 
In  chronic  inflammation  of  the  membrana 

tympani  there  is  no  fever,  and  so  little  pain 
that  the  patient  is  not  aware  of  his  disease 
except  by  loss  of  hearing.  There  is  no  secre- 

tion of  cerumen ;  the  membrana  tympani  is 
more  or  less  red,  or  very  opaque,  dense,  with 
polypi  or  granulations  upon  it.  Prognosis  not 
favorable.  Local  and  general  treatment : 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares,  pha- 

rynx, and  Eustachian  tube  is  in  almost  every 
case  more  or  less  softened,  and  secretes  abun- 

dantly. A  portion  of  tannic  acid  or  pulverized 
alum  is  blown  in  through  a  rubber  tube  of  the 
size  of  a  large  catheter,  which  is  introduced 
into  the  pharyngeal  space,  in  the  neighbor- 

hood of  the  Eustachian  tube,  through  the 
lower  nasal  opening.  Instillation  of  solution 

of  sulphate  of  zinc,  or  powders  of  protochlor- 
ide  of  mercury  are  blown  upon  the  membrane, 
while  the  patient  is  given  iodide  of  potassium 
or  bichloride  of  mercury ;  the  Eustachian 
catheter  or  Politzer's  air-douche  being  em- 

ployed every  second  or  third  day.  Inflamma- 
tion of  the  Eustachion  tube  was  treated  by  the 

means  already  spoken  of  under  the  head  of 
acute  aural  catarrh;  and  the  chronic  form  un- 

der that  of  chronic  catarrh  of  the  middle  ear, 
with  or  without  perforation.  There  are 
numerous  kinds  of  apparatus,  by  means  of 
which  this  portion  of  the  ear  is  reached,  and 
applications  made  which  will  be  found  in  the 
author's  work  upon  this  subject. 

The  treatment  of  Teaf  muteism  is  a  subject 
of  much  interest  to  the  physician  and  philan- 

thropist, and  numerous  means  are  now  em- 
ployed to  improve  their  intercourse  with 

their  fellows ;  but  we  cannot  enter  upon  this 
subject  at  this  time,  but  hope  to  do  so  at  some 
future  meeting  oi  the  Society. 

Eecent  Progress  in  Chemistry. 

Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Stanford  says :— I  wonder 
what  Sir  Humphry  Davy  would  have  said  to 
any  one  who  talked  about  stellar  chemistry. 
That  great  man,  in  ridiculing  the  idea  of 
lighting  London  with  gas,  triumphantly  asked 
the  fanatics  who  proposed  such  a  wild  scheme, 
whether  the  dome  of  St.  Paul's  was  to  be  the 
gasometer  ?  Yet  we  cannot  imagine  Regent 
street  illuminated,  or  rather  darkened,  with 
dips  again,  and  to  us  stellar  chemistry  has  a 
real  meaning.  Who  will  venture  to  bound  a 
science  which  reaches  far  away  through  space, 
and  with  unerring  accuracy  tells  us  the  com- 

position of  distant  worlds  and  distant  suns  ? 
What  can  be  more  humiliating  to  our  small 
intelligences  than  the  reflection  that  a  distant 
star  will  photograph  its  spectrum  on  a  sensi- 

tive surface  with  the  ray  of  light  that  left  it 
when  the  oldest  man  in  this  room  was  a  boy  ? 
What  would  the  great  father  of  British 
chemistry  have  said,  had  he  stood  in  the  lec- 

ture room  of  the  Royal  Institution,  where  his 
great  discoveries  were  made,  and  seen  the 
burning  hydrogen  extracted  by  our  great 
countryman  Graham,  from  a  meteorite,  the 
heat  and  light  of  another  world  :  or  could  he 
look  with  Lockyer  on  the  burning  flames  of 
hydrogen,  which  dart  up  from  the  sun  to  a 
hight  of  50,000  miles,  or  could  he  read  the 
flashing  telegrams  which  run  so  rapidly  round 
our  world,  that  all  our  notions  of  time  are 
completely  upset,  and  we  actually  receive  in- 

telligence to-day  which  was  sent  to-morrow  ? 
(Excuse  the  apparent  absurdity  ;  it  only  shows 
how  powerless  language  is  to  keep  up  with 
human  progress.)  Had  he  lived  with  us,  he 
would  have  seen  a  large  city  dependent  en- 

tirely! or  its  communication  with  the  outer 
world  by  a  marvellous  kind  of  photography, 
so  minute  that  it  enabled  a  pigeon  to  carry  a 
proof  sheet  of  the  Times  under  its  wing. 
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NOTES  OX  BOOKS. 

We  are  occasionally  asked  about  the  vari- 
ous publications  of  general  interest,  which 

have  from  time  to  time  appeared  from  the 
Surgeon  General's  office.  We  therefore  ap- 

pend the  followiDg  list,  which  will  doubtless 
be  interesting  to  many  readers  : 
Barracks  and  Hospitals— A  Report  on 

Barracks  and  Hospitals,  with  Descriptions  of 
Military  Posts.  Circular  No.  4.  Imp.  4to. 
cl.  and  sd.,  pp.  xxxiv.  and  494.  Washington, 
1870. 

Cholera. — Report  on  Epidemic  Cholera  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  during  the 
year  1866.  Circular  No.  5.  Imp.  4to.  sd.,  pp. 
xviii.  and  66.    Washington,  1867. 

Cholera  and  Yellow  Fever.— Report 
on  Epidemic  Cholera  and  Yellow  Fever  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
year  1867.  Circular  No.  1.  Imp.  4to.  limp  cl. 
and  sd.,  pp.  xl,  and  156.    Washington,  1868. 

Hip -Joint. — A  report  on  Amputations  at 
the  Hip-Joint  in  Military  Surgery.  By  Geo. 
A.  0t7s.  Circular  No.  7.  Imp.  4to.  morocco 
gilt  edges  and  sd.,  pp.  88.  With  9  Illustra- 

tions and  30  Figures.    Washington,  1867. 
Gunshot  Injury.— A  Report  on  Excisions 

of  the  Head  of  the  Femur  for  Gunshot  Injury. 
By  Geo.  A.  Otis.  Circular  No.  2.  Imp.  4to. 
sd.  pp.  144.  With  3  Illustrations  and  69  Fig- 

ures.   Washington,  1869. 
Hospitals.— Approved  Plans  and  Specifi- 

cations for  Post  Hospitals.  Circular  No.  3. 
Imp.  4to.  sd.,  pp.  4.  With  5  Tables  of  Illus- 

trations.   Washington,  1870. 

Medical  Museum.— Catalogue  of  the  Sur- 
gical Section  of  the  United  States  Army  Medi- 

cal Museum.  Prepared  under  the  direction 
of  the  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  by 
Alfred  A.  Woodhull.— Catalogue  of  the 
Medical  Section  of  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Museum.  Prepared  under  the  direc- 

tion of  the  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  by 
J.  J.  Woodward.— Catalogue  of  the  Micro- 

scopical Section  of  the  United  States  Army 
Medical  Museum.  By  Edward  Curtis. 
Imp.  4to.  half-morocco,  sprinkled  edges,  pp. 
C64,  136,  162.    Illustrated.    Washington,  1866. 
Mkdical  and  Surgic\l  History.— Re- 

port on  the  Extent  and  Mature  of  the  Mate- 

rials available  for  the  Preparation  of  a  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  History  of  the  Rebellion. 

Circular  No.  6.  Imp.  4to.  half-morocco  and 
sd.,  pp.  166.    Illustrated.    Washington,  1866. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Consumption :  Its  Pathology  and  Treatment.  To 
which  is  appended  an  es-ay  on  the  use  of 
Alcohol  in  the  Treatment  of  Consumption. 
By  Wade  Minor  Logan,  M.  D.,  Philadel- 

phia :  S.  W.  Butler,  M.  D.,  1872.  1  vol. 
12  mo.  pp.  90.    Price,  $1. On  the  Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Consumption 
by  Hygiene,  Climate,  and  Medicine,  in  its 
connection  with  modern  doctrini-s.  By 
James  Henry  Bennett,  M.  D.  etc.  Sec- 

ond edition,  New  York.  D.  Appleton  & 
Company,  1872.  1  vol.  12mo  pp.  190.  Price, 
$2.50. Pulmonary  Consumption :  Its  Mature,  Varieties, 
and  Treatment.  With  an  analysis  of  one 
thousand  cases  to  exemplify  its  duration. 
By  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  etc. 
and  Charles  Theodore  Williams,  M. 
A.,  M.  D..  Oxon.,  etc,  Philadelphia,  Heney 
C.  Lea,  1872.  1  vol.,  cloth,  8vo.,  pp.  315. 
Price,  $3.00. 
The  above  works  present  a  very  complete 

exposition  of  the  most  recent  views,  theories 
and  experience  concerning  that  disease  which 
destroys  more  than  the  most  fatal  pestilence 
that  visits  our  shores. 

Of  the  three,  that  by  Dr.  Williams  and 
his  son,  is  the  most  complete.  The  elder  Dr. 
Williams  has  been  in  practice  forty  years, 
and  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  has  been 
a  close  student  of  this  disease.  The  earlier 

chapters  treat  of  the  pathology  of  consump- 
tion in  considerable  detail.  The  origin  of  the 

disease  is  traced  to  an  abnormal  condition  of 
t  he  bioplasm,  originating  from  diverse  sources. 
Family  predisposition  is  looked  upon  as 
proven.  Full  abstracts  of  a  number  of  typi- 

cal cases  are  given,  and  a  series  of  interesting 
statistics  embracing  one  thousand  cases  in 
contributed  by  the  younger  Dr.  Williams. 
The  treatment  recommended  varies  with  the 
class  of  case?,  but  the  general  principles  are 
always  cod-liver  oil,  tonics,  and  pure  air, 
which  latter  often  involves  change  of  climate. 

On  this  latter  question — that  of  climate — 
Dr.  James  Henry  Bennett's  work  may  be 
considered  a  leading  authority.  His  present 
work  is  extremely  practical.  After  a  very 
brief  review  of  the  nature  and  causes  of 
phthisis  he  devotes  his  attention  to  the  means 
of  cure,  dividing  them  into  bodily  hygiene, 
climate,  and  the  medical  treatment  of  the 
complaint.  As  not  only  a  physician  of  dis- 

tinguished skill,  but  as  himself  a  sufferer 
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from  this  justly  feared  disease,  Dr.  Ben- 
nett deserves  the  most  careful  perusal. 

We  do  not  find  that  his  views  differ  ma- 
terially from  those  of  Dr.  Williams,  both 

laying  great  stress  on  the  use  of  tonics,  cod- 
liver  oil,  purity  of  atmosphere  and  a  nutri- 

tious diet.  Neither  belieyes  in  any  antidote  or 
specific  in  the  complaint,  and  both  agree  that 
no  single  course  of  treatment  is  adapted  to 
any  great  number  of  cases.  Both  are  free 
from  prejudices  and  hobbies  to  a  gratifying 
extent,  and  we  are  greatly  pleased  to  see 
that  both  (or  rather  all  three)  writers  coincide 
in  the  belief  that  the  duration  of  the  disease 
is  far  greater  now  than  it  was  thirty  years 
ago,  and  that  cures  are  much  more  frequent. 

Dr.  Logan's  work  aims  to  bring  promi- 
nently forward  the  value  of  nitric  acid  in  the 

therapeutics  of  consumption,  and  the  general 
uselessness  and  injury  of  alcoholic  beverages 
in  the  disease.  Ho  w  far  he  is  correct  in  speak- 

ing of  the  nitric  acid  treatment  as  new  depends 
on  what  he  claims  regarding  it,  for  Dr.  Wil- 

liams (nage  257)  mentions  it  as  in  common 
use  in  1840,  and  (page  261,  283)  limits  its  em- 

ployment to  inflammatory  cases.  Dr.  Bennet 
also  speaks  favorably  of  it,  but  both  are  far 
from  giving  it  the  unstinted  praise  of  Dr.  Lo- 
gan. 

Few  writers,  and  few  physicians  will  assent 
to  Dr.  Logan's  objections  to  alcoholic  bever- 

ages. His  theoretical  objections  seem  to  con- 

flict with  Dr.  Bennet's  views  (page  94), 
and  in  practice  the  moderate  use  of  wines  is 
recommended  in  the  two  other  works  as  un- 

questionably beneficial.  Nevertheless,  Dr. 
Logan's  work  is  one  based  on  careful  obser- 

vation, and  deserves  attentive  consideration. 

Medical  Thermometry  and  Human  Temperature. 
By  C.  A.  Wunderlich,  Professor  ot  Clinic  at 
the  University  of  Leipsic,  etc.,  and  Edward 
Seguin,  M.  D.New  York,  William  Wood  & 
Co.,  1871.  1  vol.  12mo.,  pp.  280.  Price,  $2  00. 
This  work  consists  of  two  parts,  the  first 

beiDg  an  abridged  translation  of  Prof.  Wunder- 

lich's  well-known  treatise  on  temperature  in 
disease,  by  Dr.  E.  Seguin,  while  the  second 
and  shorter  is  by  Dr.  Seguin  himself,  and  is 

entitled  "  Suggestions  on  Thermometry  and 
Human  Temperature." 

Prof.  Wunderlich's  treatise  is  almost  clas- 
sical, and  the  phraseology  he  has  adopted  in 

describing  the  phenomena  of  clinical  ther- 
mometry, though  profuse  in  neologisms  and 

involved,  has  been** accepted  in  England,  and 

will  probably  be  generally  received.  His  ob- 
servations are  of  the  closest  and  most  satis- 

factory character,  and  contain  a  great  deal  of 
positive  practical  value.  Indeed,  the  ther- 

mometer bids  fair  to  rank  with  the  stethos- 
cope as  a  diagnostic  aid. 

The  instruments,  times  and  manner  of  tak- 
ing of  observations  are  fully  described,  their 

diagnostic  and  prognostic  value  estimated, 
and  the  temperature  variations  in  a  number 
of  diseases  are  laid  down.  The  treatise  is  il- 

lustrated by  a  number  of  figures,  showing 
temperature  variations  of  a  typical  character. 

Dr.  Seguin's  essay  relates  to  medical  ther- 
mometers, tables  of  temperature T  the  doctrine 

of  clinical  thermometry,  thermometry  in 
schools  and  families,  tables  of  thermometri- 
eal  equivalents,  etc.  It  is  written  in  his  ac- 

customed terse  and  vigorous  style,  and  is  re- 
plete with  facts  and  suggestions. 

Neuralgia,  and  the  Diseases  that  Resemble  it.  By 
Francis  E.  Anstie,  M.  D.,  Lond.,  etc. 
London  and  New  York  :   Macmillan  &  Co. , 
1871.    1  vol.  cloth,  8vo.,  pp.  296.  Also, 
New  York,D.  Appleton  &  Co.  Price,  $3.50. 
Dr.  Anstie  is  always  an  original,  thought- 

ful and  pleasant  writer,  and  the  present 
volume  ably  sustains  the  reputation  he  has 
already  acquired.   The  obscure  and  difficult 
subject  of  neuralgia  in  his  presentation  as- 

sumes far  simpler  and  more  intelligible  forms 
than  in  any  previous  treaties. 

His  diagnosis  and  treatment  flow  directly 
from  his  theory  of  the  disease.  What  this 
theory  is,  and  how  boldly  he  holds  it,  are 
shown  in  a  single  sentence  which  we  quote  from 

page  110  (London  Ed.):  "1  expect  to  convince most  readers  that  the  essential  seat  of  every 
true  neuralgia  is  the  posterior  root  of  the  spinal 
nerve  in  which  the  pain  is  felt,  and  that  the  es- 

sential condition  of  the  tissue  of  that  nerve  root 
is  atrophy  which  is  usually  non-inflammatory 

in  origin." Hence,  the  theories  of  a  gout  or  rheumatic 
diathesis,  inflammation  of  the  neurilemma, 
etc.,  are  discarded.  A  broad  line  is  drawn 
between  neuralgia  proper,  and  those  counter- feits which  simulate  it,  such  as  the  pains  of 
hypochondria,  locomotorataxy,  alcoholism, 
syphilis,  latent  gout,  chronic  rheumatism,  dys- 
pe,  sia,  spinal  irritation,  etc. The  filth  chapter  of  the  first  part  is  a  very 
sch.  plete  exposition  of  the  true  principles  of 
treatment.  The  remarks  relating  to  the  gen- 

eral hygiene  of  the  body,  the  mind,  and  the 
emotions,  especially  deserve  most  careful  peru- 

sal by  those  on  whom  devolve  the  responsi- 
bility of  guarding  others  v gainst  the  attacks 

of  disease. 
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To  our  Subscribers,  one  and  all,  old  and 

new,  we  offer,  with  heartiest  good-will,  the 
•compliments  of  another  new  year.   It  seems 

to  us  almost  incomprehensible,  yet  it  is  never- 
theless a  fact  that  this  is  the  twenty-second  !New 

Year  that  we  have  thus  greeted  some  of 

them,  while  many  others  have  received  simi- 
lar congratulations  from  us  from  ten  to  fifteen 

times— it  being  over  thirteen  years  since  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  first  ap- 

peared in  the  weekly  form.    Many  attempts 
have  been  made  to  establish  weekly  medical 

journals  in  this  country,  but  with  one  excep- 
tion, this  alone  has  succeeded.    The  Reporb 

ter  has  attained  a  bona-jide  circulation  which 
is  exceeded  by  only  one  or  two  English  medi- 

cal weeklies.    This  fact,  and  the  patent  one 
of  twenty-five  bound  volumes  which  may  be 
found  on  the  book  shelves  of  many  hundred 
physicians  in  different  sections  of  the  country, 
are  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  carpings  of  a  few 
sell-sufficient  young  men  with  whom  ( in  their 
opinion)  wisdom  will  certainly  die,  who  "don't 
like  the  Reporter  because  it  contains  loo 
much  nonsense  " !   The  sense  it  lacks  is  a 
sense  of  their  importance,  and  a  sense  of  ap- 

preciation of  the  value  of  their  contributions 

[Vol.  xx vL to  medical  science— at  first-class  prices !  The 

field  is  open,  such  men  can  start  medical  jour- 
nals to  their  liking— but  to  establish  them— 

"  ay,  there's  the  rub  "  I 
A  remark  of  the  eminent  Professor  H.  L. 

Hodge— who  had  been  an  editor  himself— 
made  to  the  writer  twenty  years  ago,  will 

never  be  forgotten,  and  perhaps  had  much  to 
do  with  making  the  Reporter  what  it  is. 
He  reminded  us  that  we  occupied  the  position 
of  a  teacher,  with  a  large  constituency.  The 
Reporter  is  content  to  occupy  the  position 

of  a  teacher,  and  not  be  so  exalted  a  scientific 

journal  as  to  shoot  over  the  heads  of  seven- 
tenths  of  its  readers.  It  will  not  give  up  its 

pages  to  mere  theory  and  speculation  while 
thousands  of  physcians  in  the  country  are 

ready  and  willing  to  contribute  practical  h> 

formation.  The  Reporter  being  an  inde- 
pendent, journal,  frequently  publishes  articles 

that  are  not  exactly  to  the  liking  of  its 
editors,  but  there  will  seldom  be  found  in  its 

pages  anything  that  will  not  give  instruction 
to  some  among  its  thousands  of  readers. 

The  Reporter  begins  1872  with  a  larger 

subscription  list  than  it  ever  had  before,  and 
with  better  nrospects  for  the  future.  Let  its 
friends  throughout  the  country  continue  to  aid 

us  as  they  have  done  in  the  past,  by  their  con- 
tributions, and  by  their  efforts  to  extend  our 

circulation,  and  they  will  in  that  proportion 
add  to  the  va^ue  and  usefulness  of  the  Re- 
porter. 

We  close  these  remarks  with  two  or  three 

extracts  from  recent  letters.  A  distinguished 

physician  of  New  Jersey  of  acknowledged 
high  intellectual,  moral  and  social  standing, 
writes—'- 1  have  taken  the  Reporter  from 

the  commencement"  (in  1847)  "  and  value  it 
more  and  more  as  time  advances."  An  intel- 

ligent correspondent  in  Arkansa*  says — "I 
have  files  of  the  Reporter  since  1860,  and 
money  could  not  buy  them.  If  I  get  befogged 
I  have  only  to  turn  to  its  pages,  and  in  some 
number  I  am  sure  to  find  a  similar  case  re- 

ported."  Another  in  Tennessee,  who  pos- 

Editorial. 
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sesses  a  full  set  of  the  Eeporter  bound  from 

1858  to  the  present  time,  says — "Your  jour- 
nal, permit  me  to  say,  is  so  complete  a  Medi- 

cal Library  in  itself,  that  to  the  regular  prac- 
titioner it  is  a  necessity.  It  certainly  has  no 

superior,  and  but  few  equals.  I  cannot  afford 

to  do  without  it  and  want  it  in  a  form  to  pre- 

serve."   Verbum  sat  sapienti, 

THE  VALUE  OF  RECOEDS. 

"We  are  not  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Buckle, 
the  learned  historian  of  England,  that  the 
substance  of  all  human  wisdom  is  to  be  found 

in  the  sifting  and  collation  of  statistics.  But 
no  one  who  has  paid  attention  to  the  origin 
of  many  important  social  improvements  can 
deny  that  they  have  very  generally  been  sug- 

gested by  facts  of  this  nature. 

The  value  of  records,  of  general  average, 
vital  statistics,  and  similar  combinations  is 

apparent  no  less  in  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine than  in  the  seience  of  political  economy. 

Many  means  have  been  devised  by  which  full 
and  accurate  reforms  of  this  nature  can  be 

secured,  and  in  this  country,  where  we  lack 
the  completeness  of  organization  so  custom- 

ary in  the  civilized  States  of  the  Old  World, 
such  a  discussion  is  a  most  useful  one. 

The  statistics  of  most  of  our  large  cities  are 
collected  in  a  more  or  less  careless  manner, 
and  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  furnishing  any 
positive  data  for  study.  One  of  the  most 

prominent  reasons  is  a  vagueness  in  the  no- 
menclature of  diseases.  No  doubt  this  often 

arises  from  a  vagueness  of  diagnosis  on  the 
the  part  of  the  medical  attendant,  and  some- 

times from  a  desire  not  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  a  family  by  stating  the  ac'ual  nature  of  a 
disease.  We  have  known,  for  instance,  de- 

lirium tremens  to  be  reported  congestion  of 
the  brain,  and  in  one  instance  a  death  from 

chloroform  sent  in  as  hemorrhage  ! 
In  the  couutry  districts  no  returns  at  all  are 

made,  and  hence  we  are  quite  unable  to  form 

a  just  opinion  of  the  relative  longevity  of  dif- 
ferent portions  of  a  State. 

Comments.  1 7 

On  a  previous  occasion  we  have  called  at- 
tention to  the  proposition,  heartily  received 

in  England,  for  a  registration  of  disease,  and 
adverted  to  its  significance  in  medical  studies. 

With  us,  if  this  is  done  at  all,  it  must  be  by 
the  efforts  of  individual  practitioners.  These 
can  report  at  the  end  of  a  year,  for  example, 
the  actual  number  of  cases  of  each  disease 

they  have  met  and  the  results.  A  body  of 
such  statistics  would  yield  the  material  for  a 
most  instructive  volume,  the  results  of  which 

would  be  highly  beneficial  to  society  at  large. 
No  great  amount  of  labor  would  be  required 

to  organize  a  number  of  observers  willing  to 
undertake  the  plan.  We  see  how  useful  are 
the  two  volumes  of  medical  statistics  of  the  U. 

S.  army,  and  how  frequently  they  are  referred 
to  in  medical  works,  both  at  home  and 

abroad.  Yet  these  only  relate  to  an  exclu- 

sively male  body  of  middle-aged  and  young 
adults,  of  exceptionally  good  physique,  and 
hence  give  no  true  conception  oi  the  general 
healthiness  of  a  district. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Cundurango. 

The  Chicago  Pharmacist  gets  after  the  new 
cancer  remedy  as  follows :  It  can  hardly  fail 
to  cause  the  heart  of  the  American  pharma- 

cist to  bound  for  joy  to  Know  that  Dr.  Bliss, 
from  blissful  Washington,  has  announced  the 
blissful  intelligence  that  a  cargo  of  cunduran- 
go  has  arrived  in  New  York,  which  will  be 
furnished  to  the  profession  at  the  highest  pos- 

sible prices.  u  See  the  conquering  hero 
comes!"  The  very  name  cundurango  has  a 
high  and  mighty  conquering  sound— sweetly 
blended  of  High  Spanish,  Guinea  Nigger, 
Fiji,  and  Whang  Doodle.  Dr.  Bliss  has  taken 
steps  to  Hemboldizs  the  drug  at  once.  We 
will  soon  see  it  marching  on  across  the  Con- 

tinent, side  by  side  with  the  other  heroic 
names  which,  by  the  magic  of  paint  and  cheap 
blacking,  blazoned  on  every  bridge,  fence  and 
crag,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  have 
been  stencilled  upon  by  the  great  American 
heart. 

If  cundurango  has  any  virtue  as  a  pharma- 
ceutical remedy,  it  is  a  very  great  pity  that 

it  has  been  prejudiced  by  the  exceedingly  ob- 
jectionable conduct  of  Dr.  Bliss,  and  it  is  to 

be  hoped  that  this  mess  of  potage  for  which 
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he  sold  his  birthright  in  the  profession  of 
medicine,  will  fail  to  yield  him  the  immense 
revenue  which,  no  doubt,  he  expected  to  re- 

ceive as  the  price  of  his  apostasy. 

Croton-Chloral. 

Dr.  Oscar  Liebreich  has  lately  been  en- 
gaged in  investigating  the  physiological  and 

therapeutical  properiies  of  a  new  organic  com- 
pound called  croton-chloral,  which  is  formed 

by  conducting  chlorine  gas  into  allylene.  A 
peculiar  aetion  of  this  new  substance  in  ani- 

mals is,  that  at  first  a  high  degree  of  anaethe- 
sia  in  the  head  is  produced,  while  sensibility 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  body  remains  intact. 
The  second  stage  is,  that  the  spinal  cord 
loses  its  functions,  and  reflex  excitability  is 
everywhere  extinguished.  During  that  stage 
both  pulse  and  respiration  remain  unchanged. 
The  third  stage,  which  is  induced  by  large 
doses,  is  characterized  by  paralysis  of  the 
medulla  oblongata  and  death.  Animals  may, 
however,  be  kept  alive  by  artificial  respira- 

tion, because  the  function  of  the  heart  is  not 
interfered  with ;  while  the  ultimate  effect  of 
hydrate  of  chloral  is  to  paralyze  the  heart. 
The  first  therapeutical  experiments  with  the 
new  compound  were  made  in  the  University 
Clinique  of  Berlin.  Complete  anaesthesia  of 
ihe  fifth  fair  of  cerebral  nerves  was  produced 
in  a  child,  reflex  excitability  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  body  continuing  unchanged  at  the 
bame  time.  Pulse  and  respiration  remained 
exactly  the  same  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
narcosis.  Further  experiments  in  insane  pa- 

tients showed  that  we  possess  in  croton-chlo 
ral  a  remedy  by  means  of  which  the  brain  may 
be  profoundly  narcotized  without  any  other 
functions  being  disturbed,  while  by  chloral 
not  only  the  brain,  but  the  nervous  system 
altogether,  is  rendered  anaesthetic,  and  the 

heart's  action  is  diminished,  which  must 
always  constitute  a  source  of  danger. 

Dr.  Julius  Altha us  (who  reports  these  in- 
vestigations in  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette) 

considers,  therefore,  that  croton-chloral  pro- 
mises to  produce  all  the  good  effects  of  hydrate 

of  chloral  without  any  drawback  being  at- 
tached to  its  judicious  use.  Its  apparently 

specific  effects  on  the  fifth  pair  of  cerebral 
nerves  makes  us  indulge  the  hope  that  it  may 
perhaps  be  found  useful  in  that  most  intract- 

able affection — true  tic  doloureux,  or  epilepti- 
form neuralgia  of  the  face. 

[Vol.  xxvi. Analysis  of  Milk  inNew  York. 
Dr.  Schweitzer,  assistant  professor  in  the 

school  of  mines  of  Columbia  College,  New 
York,  has  had  occasion  to  analyze  a  very  large 
number  of  specimens  of  milk,  gathered  by 
the  sanitary  inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
and  it  was  a  satisfaction  to  hear  him  say  that 
he  had  never  found  any  other  adulteration 
than  water.  The  popular  impression,  that 
chalk,  calves'  brains, and  similar  unappetizing 
impurities  are  added  by  milk  dealers,  appears 
to  be  erroneous.  The  chief  results  obtained 
by  Dr.  Schweitzer  were  as  follows  :  Normal 

milk  has  the  specific  gravity  of  1*029,  and 
contains  from  12£  to  13  percent,  solid  constit- 

uents. Two  out  of  numerous  analyses,  af- forded : 

Water  87-81  87-23 
Butter   3-23   3  81 

Casein  (cheese)   3-57  3-71 
Sugar   4-69  4*46 
Ash   0-70  0-79 
The  best  specimens  of  condensed  milk  gave: 

water,  53*54 ;  butter,  13-12  ;  casein,  14*14 ; 
sugar,  16*30;  ash,  2*60.  In  the  preparation 
of  the  condensed  milk,  430  quarts  were  con- 

densed to  100,  and  the  solid  constituents  in- 
creased from  12*55  to  4646  percent.  These 

results  appeared  to  warrant  the  suspicion  that 
378  quarts  had  been  reduced  to  100 ;  but  by 
making  the  correction,  called  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  quart  was  a  measure  of  volume  while 
all  the  determinations  were  made  by  weight, 
the  company  were  found  to  have  actually 
started  with  430  quarts  to  make  100  of  the  con- 

densed article.  The  ashes  of  milk  are  rich  in 

phosphates  and  alkalies. 

Vaccination  Statistics* 

The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the 
Essay  on  Vaccination,  by  Edward  Ballard  , 
M.  D.,  University  College,  London  : 

1.  As  regards  the  decreased  mortality  from 
small- pox  since  the  introduction  of  vaccina- 
tion. 

In  London,  from  1750  to  1800,  9.6  per  cent, 
of  all  the  deaths  were  from  small-pox.  As 
vaccmation  became  more  extensively  practi- 

ced, the  deaths  from  small-pox  decreased  as 
follows :  From  1810  to  1820,  4.2  per  cent. 
1820  to  1830,  3.2  per  cent. ;  1830  to  1840,  2.3 
per  cent.;  1840  to  1850, 1.8  per  cent.;  1850  to 
1860, 1.2  per  cent. 

In  Austria,  Prussia,  France,  Denmark  and 
the  British  Islands,  the  decrease  has  been 

Notes  and  Comments* 
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strongly  marked.  "We  give  that  of  Austria, as  the  dates  are  more  uniform  than  elsewhere. 
Average  annnal  death-rate  from 

small. pox,  per  million  of  pop-  1777  to  1806.   1807  to  1850 ulation. 
Lower  Austria   2,484  340 
Upper  Austria  and  Salzburg   1,421  501 
Sfyria   1,052  446 
Illyria   518  244 
9  rieste   14,046  182 
Tvrol  and  Voralberg   911  170 
Bohemia   2,114  215 
Mor  via    5,402  255 
.Austrian  Silesia   5,812  198 
Gallicia   1,194  516 

2  As  regards  the  comparative  fatality  when  small-pox attacks  those  who  have  been  vaccinated  and  those  who  have 
not 

Percentage  of  cases  tremin- 
ating  in  deith. 

Place  and  time    No.  of  cases    Among  the   Among  the 
of  observation.      observed,   unprotected,  vaccinated. 

France,  1816-41  16,397  16  1 
Cant.  Vaud,  1825-9   5  838  24  2 
Milan.  1830-51  ..10,240  38%  1% 
Carinthia.  1831-5   1,626  14%  % 
Lower  Austria,  1835         2,287  26  11% 
Bohemia,  1835-55  15,640  30  5 
London,  Small-pox  Hos- 

pital, 1836-56   9,000  35  7 
Vienna  Hospital,  1837-56.  6,213  30  5 
"Wirtemburg,    (no  date giv^n)   6.258  39  3% 
Malta,  no  date   7. 570  21  4 

3.  As  Regards  Vaccination.  In  Wirtemberg 
in  five  years,  among  84,248  re-vaccinated 
adults,  there  were  but  two  cases  of  small-pox, 
while  among  363,298  adults  having  been  vac- 

cinated in*  infancy  only,  there  were  1,058 cases.  One  successful  re-vaccination  at  or 
after  puberty  is  all  that  is  required  to  supple- 

ment the  infantile  vaccination.  This  is  attest- 
ed by  the  experience  of  many  physicians,  and 

many  statistics  too  scattered  to  be  quoted 
here.   The  cicatrix  should  be  well  marked. 

4,  As  Regards  the  Communication  of  other 
Diseases  by  Vaccination.  Numerous  English, 
French  and  German  physicians,  some  of  whom 
have  vaccinated  over  40,000  children  each, 
testify  that  they  have  never  known  a  case  of 
such  communication.  A  few  physicians  testi- 

fy to  a  few  isolated  cases  of  the  contrary.  If 
tlfey  exist,  therefore,  they  must  be  extremely 
rare.  But  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  in 
these  cases  the  disease  has  been  communicated 
otherwise,  for  certain  French  and  German 
physicians  have  tried  to  communicate  syphilis 
and  scrofula  in  this  way,  and  have  failed  in 
every  case. 

Chloral  for  Toothache. 
Dr.  Page,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal, 

recommends  chloral  hydrate  as  a  local  appli- 
cation in  cases  of  toothache.  A  few  grains 

of  the  solid  hydrate  introduced  into  the  cavity 
of  the  tooth  upon  the  point  of  a  quill  speedily 
dissolves  there ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 

nrnutes,  during  which  a  not  unpleasant  warm 
sensation  is  experienced,  the  pain  is  either 
deadened,  or  more  often  effectually  allayed. 
A  second  or  third  application  may  be  resorted 
to  if  necessary. 

Garbage. 
It  is  reported  that  distillers  are  experiment- 

ing with  a  process  fur  making  spirits  from 
fermented  garbage.  This  repulsive  matter  is 
placed  in  water-tight  vats  and  boiled  for  sev- 

eral hours,  the  grease  is  then  carefully  skim- 
med off  for  soap-making  purposes,  and  the  re- 

maining mass  is  fermented  and  distilled.  The 
refuse  is  used  as  manure.  It  is  stated  that  a 
barrel  of  garbage  yields  three  pounds  of  soap 
grease  and  four  gallons  of  proof  spirits. 

A  New  Styptic. 

Collodion,  100  parts  ;  carbolic  acid,  10  parts; 

tannin  (Pelouse's),  5  parts ;  benzoic  acid  (from 
gum),  5  parts.  Mix  the  ingredients  in  the 
order  above  written,  and  agitate  until  perfect 
solution  is  effected.  This  preparation  has  a 
brown  color,  and  leaves  on  evaporation  a 
strongly  adherent  pellicle.  It  instantly  coagu- 

lates blood,  forming  a  consistent  clot,  and  a 
wound  rapidly  cica  rizes  under  its  protection. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Careless  Surgery. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter 
Permit  me  to  give  you  the  result  of  a  speci- 

men of  "  Homeopathic  Surgery."  Mr.  O.,  a 
carpenter  by  profession,  set.  37  years,  about 
5  feet  7  inches  in  height,  a  well-formed  stal- 

wart man,  was  precipitated  to  the  ground  from 
a  frame  building.  The  fall  resulted  in  a  thor- 

acic dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus. 
Mr.  C.  was  brought  to  my  office,  but  being  in 
the  country  on  professional  duties  I  could  not 
render  the  desired  service.    Consequently  he 
was  taken  to  the  office  of  Mr.  ,  one  of 
our  six  months  homeopathic  pretenders. 
Hahnemann  had  never  seen  the  like  be- 

fore. The  oracles  were  consulted,  and  Mr.  C. 
was  permitted  tosmcli  infinitesimal  quantities 
of  chloroform  for  a  space  of  one  hour  and  a 
half,  but  all  to  no  good.  Then  with  tape  in 
hand  the  arm  and  forearm  were  care- 

fully measured,  and  it  was  decided  to  give,  as 
a  means  of  gradual  elongation,  1-1,000.000  part 
of  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  ;  then  again  meas- 
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ured  the  arm  and  forearm  and  finally  con- 
cluded to  make  extension.  Extended  one 

hour,  with  now  and  then  a  slight  trituration, 
when  young  Hahnemann  pronounced  the 

head  of  the^oone  in  its  natural  place.  Then with  a  bandage  applied  to  the  shoulders  the 
poor  fellow  was  sent  home.  Last  Saturday, 
about  four  weeks  after  the  occurrence  of  the 
accident,  Mr.  C.  came  to  my  office  to  be  ex- 

amined, saying  he  could  not  use  his  shoulder. 
I  found,  on  examination,  that  the  head  of  the 
humerus  was  buried  under  the  pectoralis 
major,  far  back  and  partly  under  the  clavicle, 
the  upper  half  of  the  arm  close  to  the  chest 
Before  attempting  to  remove  the  luxated 
bone  I  determined,  for  my  own  professional 
safety,  to  call  in  my  Iriend,  Dr.  W.  Berch,  of 
this  city,  who,  when  he  arrived,  examined  the 
patient  and  fully  corroborated  the  diagnosis 
that  I  had  formed  of  the  case.  We  deter- 

mined to  bleed  him  ;  accordingly  we  opened  a 
v^in  in  both  arms  and  took  away  three  pints. 
We  blso  administered  «"auseating  doses  of antimonii  et  posetassa  tartras,  then  selecting 
the  proper  time  we  placed  our  patient  upon 
the  well  side  and  our  heel  in  the  axilla,  and 
made  extension  obliquely  downward  and 
backward,  then  slightly  forward  as  the  head 
of  the  bone  approached  the  glenoid  cavity, 
and  to  our  great  delight  and  the  satisfaction 
of  all  who  witnessed  the  operation,  we  both 
felt  and  heard  the  head  of  the  bone  resume 
its  wonted  place,  and  to-day  we  find  our 
patient  doing  well  and  in  fine  spirits,  with 
every  prospect  of  a  speedy  recovery. Yours  truly, 

T.  R.  Potter,  M.  D. 
FredericJcstown,  Ohio,  November  28,  1871. 

Fatty  Tumor. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

A.  J.  H.,  set.  57  years,  a  farmer  of  temper- 
ate habits,  thirty- two  years  ago  had  a  large 

rising  in  the  right  axilla,  which  was  opened 
and  discharged  a  sanious  pus.  The  rising  got 
well.  About  two  weeks  after  its  disappear- 

ance he  discoverfd  in  the  same  locality  a 
small  lump  thft  size  of  a  pea,  which  enlarged 
slowly  until  1863,  when  it  took  on  increased 
action,  *nd  enlarged  rapidly  until  it  extended, 
in  18G8  (the  first  time  I  saw  it),  to  three  inches 
below  the  anterior  and  superior  spine  of  the 
ilium,  pyriform  in  shape,  feeling  in  some 
parts  hard,  in  others  soft,  doughy  and  elastic, 
free  from  pain  and  tolerating  the  rudest  man- 

ipulation ;  measuring  forty-five  inches  in  cir- 
cumference, at  its  greatest  diameter. 

During  all  this  time,  from  1832  to  1868,  his 
general  health  had  not  been  impaired,  but  the 
size,  weight  and  friction  against  the  side  com- 

pelled him  to  have  a  sack  made  and  attached 
or  suspended  from  his  opposite  shoulder  in 
which  to  carry  this  unwelcome  companion. 
At  this  time  1  advised  its  extirpation,  but  the 
protestations  of  his  friends  were  so  great 
against  its  excision  and  as  he  had  never  ex- 

perienced any  inconvenience  as  to  health,  he 
"  chose  rather  to  bear  the  ills  he  had,  than  fly 
to  others  that  he  knew  not  of."  In  the  fail  of 
1870  there  came  a  papular  and  vesicular  erup-. 
tiou,  upon  the  tumor.  By  a  confluence  of  the 
vesicles  an  ulcer  was  formed  and  an  open- 

ing made,  whereby  a  very  profuse  and 
offensive  amber  colored  liquid  was  dis- 

charged. This  drain  continued  a  few  days 
and  the  opening  healed  up.  In  July  1871  the 
eruption  returned  as  before,  and  an  opening 
followed  large  enough  to  introduce  three 
fingers,  offensive  pus  flowed  in  a  stream  at 
times  for  two  weeks,  the  supernatent  portioa 
of  which  showed  large  quantities  of  oil 
globules;  the  vent  again  closed.  In  a  few 
days,  I,  becoming  satisfied  there  was  pent  up 
fluid,  again  opened  it  with  a  bistoury,  and  a 
quart  of  fetid  matter  came  awaj. 

At  this  time  he  was  having  some  fever  every 
day,  and  so  emaciated  that  he  was  scarcely 
able  to  sit  up  long  enough  to  have  the  dress- 

ings changed,  as  he  wore  a  wheat  bran  poul- 
tice to  the  tumor.  At  this  time  (in  August) 

he,  with  his  many  friends,  determined  upon 
an  operation  as  soon  as  the  weather  got  a  lit- 

tle cool,  as  it  was  excessively  warm  at  the 
time.  I  immediately  increased  the  medicine 
he  was  then  taking,  as  follows  : 

R.    Tinct.  ferri  chioridi,  f.gj. 
Quiniee  sulph.,  M. 

S. — Twenty  drops  of  this  to  be  taken  inf  ̂ ss. 
whisky  three  times  daily  withstood  nour- ishing toed. 

He  improved  upon  this  treatment  for  some 
weeks,  and  got  able  to  sit  up  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  when  I  found  he  had  oadema  of 
feet  and  legs.  I  examined  the  urine,  found  it 
acid  in  reaction,  no  albumen.  As  he  was  do- 

ing well  excepting  the  cederna,  and  I  had  to 
be  absent  some  ten  days,  I  postponed  the 
operation  until  my  return,  ordering  him  to 
stop  the  use  of  whisky,  but  to  keep  up  the 
iron  and  quinine. 

Oct.  17th—  I  in  company  with  Drs.  Yancey, 
Whitesides  and  McEadden,  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  the  patient,  and  enucleated  this  mass 
of  fat  weighing  21  pounds.  1  found  it  supplied 
by  two  arteries  coming  off  from  the  .axillary. 
The  patient  recovered  from  the  operation 

without  any  untoward  symptoms  save  slight 
sympathetic  fever  a  few  days  after  the  same. 

A-  H.  Scott,  M.  D., 
Dover,  ArJc,  Dec.  5, 1871. 

UTew  and  Successful  Treatment  of  Small-Pox. 
Ens.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

Well  knowing  ihe  interest  of  the  profession 
and  the  public  in  the  treatment  of  small-pox, 
at  this  time,  will  you  allow  me,  through 
your  extensively  circulating  journal,  to  give 
my  treatment,  which  has  been  very  successful  ? 
in  fact,  has  been  as  much  a  specific  in  my 
hands,  as  quinine  is  in  intermittent  fever ; 
and  not  only  in  my  hands  but  also  in  the  cases 
of  Dr.  A.  H.  Boyer,  of  Bridesburg. 

Considering  small-pox  purely  a  blood  poison, 
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and  the  eruption  an  effort  of  nature  to  throw 
off  or  eliminate  that  poison,  I  concluded  to 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  disease,  and  direct 
my  treatment  solely  to  the  eradication  of 
that  poison.  For  which  purpose,  I  gave  a  so- 

lution of  2  grams  of  carbolic  acid,  and  15  or  20 
grains  of  sulphite  of  soda  every  three  (3)  hours, 
wi'h  no  other  treatment  than  an  ordinary 
purge  during  the  initiative  or  forming  fever. 
The  result,  after  several  months'  trial  with 
myself  and  son,  has  been  that  in  every  case  of 
variola  at»d  confluent  small-pox,  on  the 
fourth  day  of  the  eruption,  the  swelling  of  the 
face  abated,  the  pulse  fell  to  a  normal  rate, 
and  the  tongue  commenced  cleaning,  the 
eruption  commenced  to  dry  up,  and  the  pus- 

tules withered  and  shrivelled.  By  the  seventh 
and  eighth  day  of  the  eruption  the  patient 
was  convalescent,  without  a  sign  or  mark  of 
having  small-pox  alter  the  slight  desquama- 

tion of  the  light  scales,  or  scales  fell  oft'. 
In  no  case  by  this  treatment  did  the  pus- 

tules positively  mature,  but  always  dried  up 
before  maturation.  Externally,  any  soothing 
or  cooling  application  for  the  first  three  days 
is  all  that  is  required,  to  allay  the  itching,  etc. 

K.  B.-—X  am  not  satisfied  that  this  treat- 
ment is  a  protection  from  future  attacks  of 

small  pox,  fiom  the  fact  that  it  eliminates  the 
poison  from  the  blood,  and  dries  up  the  erup- 

tion, etc.  I  believe  that  it  leaves  the  system 
in  exactly  the  same  condition  in  which  the 
disease  found  it.  I  think  vaccination  is  re- 

quired after  the  disease. 
D.  P.  Boyer,  M.  1)., 

256  North  9th  St.,  Philadelphia. 

The  Comitia  Minora. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: 
Though  you  disclaim  responsibility  for 

statements  made  by  correspondents,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  you  do  not  put  in  that  disclaimer 

for  your  editorials.  I  therefore  take  the  lib- 
erty of  requesting  you  to  give  publicity  to  a 

few  remarks  upon  your  editorial  of  the  9th 
inst.,  touching  the  action  of  the  comitia  minora 
of  the  medical  society  of  the  county  of  New 
York,  in  the  Sayre-Rtjppaner  case.  As  a 
member  of  that  comitia  minora,  whie  I  am 
prohibited  by  the  injunction  from  communi- 

cating any  history  or  report  o>  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  case,  no  court  forbids  my  assuring 

you  that  were  you  informed  of  the  truth  in 
the  wr.ole  matter,  you,  as  I  believe,  would  be 
the  last  men  to  publish  the  sentiments  and 
the  statements  your  editorial  contains.  The 
views  you  entertain  can  have  their  origin 
in  a  total  misconception  of  the  facts  only. 
They  are  based  upon  the  statements  in  the 
published  affidavit  of  Rtjppaner,  which  in  all 
important  r  spects  is  totally  false,  and  greatly 
libelous.  You  have  thus  been  led  into  the 
error  of  supposing  that  the  comitia  minora 
undertook,  or  rather  were  ordered  by  the  so- 

ciety to  undertake  an  inquiry  into  the 
charges,  with  the  foregone  conclusion  that 

they  would  result  in  a  recommendation  of 
expulsion. 

It  is  due  to  the  societv,  to  the  comitia  mi- 
nora and  to  you,  that  I  assure  you  that  this 

is  quite  ihe  opposite  of  the  fact.  Individually 
and,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  every  mem- 

ber of  that  comitia  minora  will  say  the  same, 
there  was  no  sympathy  with  either  Sayre  or 
Rtjppaner  in  the  comitia.  With  you,  they 
all  agreed  that  the  whole  affair  reflected  no 
credit  on  either  party,  and  was  totally  unne- 

cessary and  puerile.  1  feel  at  liberty  to  sug- 
gest to  you  that  before  waxing  vehement 

against  the  comitia  minora,  it  would  be  quite 
as  well  to  be  certain  that  any  injustice  has 
ever  been  committed  by  its  members  against 
Rtjppaner.  It  has  never  exacted  anything 
of  him  that  was  not  also  exacted  of  Sayre. 
This  I  assure  you  upon  personal  knowledge. 
Neither  Sayre  nor  Rtjppaner  had  any  valid 
excuse  for  objecting  to  anything  asked  of 
them  by  the  comitia  minora. 

Neither  should  have  had  any  reason  for  sus- 
pecting that  the  report  of  that  comitia  minora 

would  have  included  a  recommendation  of  ex- 
pulsion. The  comitia  minora  certainly  did 

not  commence  the  inquiry  with  the  idea  that 
the  offence  was  one — even  if  the  charge  had 
been  sustained— demanding  expulsion. 
Rtjppaner  was  voted  expelled  from  the 

society  on  an  entirely  different  issue,  and 
should  the  time  come  when  his  judge  will  allow 
the  comitia 's  report  you  will  see  that  you  have 
done  its  members  a  deep  injustice,  and  have 
taken  up  the  advocacv  of  the  case  of  a  pro- 

fessional outlaw.      Yours  truly, 
Stephen  Rogers.,  M.  D. 

New  York  City,  Dec.  20, 1871. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Departure. 
Dr.  George  H.  N4Pheys,  of  this  city,  well 

known  fur  his  valuable  trea  ise  on  "  Modern 
Therapeutics,''''  and  other  medical  publications, left  for  Europe  ou  the  16th  of  December.  He 
expects  to  visit  the  principal  medical  centers 
of  the  Old  World,  and  we  hope  to  lay  before 
our  readers  occasional  letters  from  him  on 
matters  of  professional  interest  in  Europe. 

Bromide  of  Potassium. 
The  increasing  use  of  bromide  of  potassium 

(says  Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Stanford),  another  of 
chemistry's  contributions,  would  have  been 
impossible,  were  it  not  for  the  extraordinary 
discovery  of  an  apparently  evaporated  sea 
water  bed  in  Germany.  The  amount  of  brom- 

ide consumed  in  medicine  is  now  enormous, 
and  most  of  it  is  derived  from  this  source. 
The  same  mines  have  also  completely  changed 
our  sources  of  potash  ;  they  produce  far  m:>re 
than  all  the  other  sources  of  England  and 
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France  put  together,  and  have  so  reduced  the 
price  that  carbonate  of  potash  is  now  largely 
made  in  this  country  at  a  price  which  com- 

petes most  favorably  with  American  pearlash, 
and  will  ultimately  drive  it  out  of  the  market. 
Bromide  of  potassium  is  an  instance  of  a  sub- 

stance long  used  in  medicine  before  its  valu- 
able properties  were  discovered. 

MEDICAL  PATENTS. 

 List  of  Medical  patents,  issued  from  the 
U.  S.  Patent  Office  to  American  inventors  for 
the  week  ending  December  12, 1871,  and  each 
bearing  that  date,  furnished  by  Cox  &  Cox, 
Solicitors  of  Patents,  Washington,  D.   C.  : 
Pla^e  for  Artificial  Teeth,  G.  Mo.rison,  Palmyra, 

Wis.;  Dental  Forceps,  N.  A.  Durham,  Duiuoin,  111. ; 
India  Rubber  Supporters  tor  the  Anu-<,  H.  Greentree, 
Baltimore,  Md. ;  Medical  Compound  for  Treatment  of 
Constipation,  C.  A.  Simmons,  Waldo,  Fla. ;  Disinfecting 
Compound,  H.  A.  Tilden,  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.  Trade 
Marks:  Medicine,  E.  Chilis,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 
How  to  Administer  Chloral  Hydrate. 

Dr.  R.  H.  M.,  New  York,  wi  ites  :  "  Can  you,  in  'Queries 
and  Replies,'  inform  me  (and  at  the  same  time  many  other 
readers),  the  length  of  time  hydrate  of  chloral  m  \j  he 
a  lowed  to  remain  in  solution,  in  water  or  syrup,  and 
be  safely  administered.?  I  have  often  seen  it  stated  that 
time  effects  a  change,  but  never  noticed  the  length  of 
time  specified." 
Answer.— -Chloral  hydrate  should  not  be  prescribed  in 

solution  or  mixture,  excepting  when  it  is  to  be  used  imme- 
diately. The  proper  way  to  administer  it  is  as  follows  : 

Procure  a  number  of  small  drachm  vials,  well  corked-- 
homoeopathic  vials  answer  the  purpose  very  well— weigh 
oat  your  doses  of  pure  chloral  hydrate,  10, 15, 20  or  30  grains, 
and  put  them  into  the  vials,  and  securely  cork  them,  and 
adn?  inister  as  rpquired  by  dissolving  in  a  little  sweetened 
water.  Never  let  it  stand  in  a  state  of  solution.  In  ordinary 
cases,  we  should  prefer  the  sma  ler  doses  mentioned 
above,  repeated  in  fifteen  minutes  to  half  am  hour,  till 
the  desired  effect  is  proauceA 

OBITUARY. 
JOHN  W.  GALE,  M.  D. 

A  called  meeting  of  the  Butler  County,  Ohio,  Medical 
Society,  was  held  at  the  office  of  Dr.  C.  Falconer,  Hamil- 

ton, Ohio.  December  13*h,  at  3  P.  M.,  to  take  action  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  John  W.  Gale,  M.  D. 
Doctors  Scobey  (President),  Falconer  Huber,  Mc- 

Neeley,  Caldwell,  Morris,  Brown,  Beelerand  Beauchamp 
were  present. 
On  motion,  Drs.  Falconer  ani  Beauchamp  were  ap- 

pointed a  committee  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of 
the  feeling  of  the  members  respecting  the  death  of  their 
late  associate. 
The  following  wa«  submitted  and  mnanimously  adopted  : 
Wiikreah,  Dr.  John  W.  Gale,  a  member  of  this  Society, 

died  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  inst  ,  we  think  it  fitting 
and  proper  to  take  action  as  a  Socieiy  on  the  occasion. 
Reso'wd.  That  in  our  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Gale  we hare  recognized  the  Christian  gentleman. 
Retolved,  That  he  has  fhown  himself  to  be  a  scholarly 

physician,  well  re».d  in  his  profession,  making  it  a  busi- 
ness to  keftp  himself  up  with  the  pro!<r<  ss  of  medical 

science.  In  professional  intercourse  he  was  distinguished 
for  modesty  and  faithful  regard  for  ethical  honor  and  re- 

spect for  the  right  and  feelings  of  others. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  heartfelt  condolence  with 
his  family  and  friends  in  their  bereavement,  and  that  so 
far  as  practical,  we  will  attend  his  funeral  obsequies. C.  FALCONER.  M  D  , 

H.  BEAUCHAMP,  M.  D. 
Drs.  Caldwell,  Falconer,  Scobey,  Huber  and  Beauchamp 

gave  their  personal  endorsement  to  the  report,  and  ex- 
pressed their  appreciation  of  Dr.  Gale's  character  as  a 

professional  brother;  each  paying  an  individual  tribute  to 
his  worlh,  in  language  both  fitting  and  sincere. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  publish  the  proceedings 
in  the  city  papers,  and  to  send  a  copy  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased.  ».  BEAUCHAMP,  Sec'y 

MARRIED. 

Butler— White— December  21st,  at  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  Stapleton,  Staten  Island,  by  the  Kev.  J. 

E.  Rockwell  D.  D.,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr.,  and  Cornelia, 
daug  ter  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  P.  White, 
Ewing— Orr.— By  Rev.  A.  <\  Ehrenfeld— Dec.  6th,  Dr. 

James  R.  Ewing,  6t  Mahoning,  Pa.,  and  Miss  Sadie  M. 
Orr,  of  Marion,  Pa. 
Gibson—  Warren.—  At  Boston,  on  the  12th  inst, 

Charles  H.  Gibson  and  Rosamond,  second  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren. 
Jewett— Woolley— On  the  27th  day  of  the  12th  month, 

at  tfcui  residence  of  the  bride's  parents,  New  Tork,  by 
Friends'  ceremony,  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jewett  and  Anna 
S.,  daughter  of  Wardell  Woolley. 
Jones— Roberts— In  HanovrT,  New  Hampshire,  Dec. 

16ih,  by  Rev.  H.  E.  Parker,  D.  D.,  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  father,  Chester  Roberts,  Esq.,  Dr  E.i  G.  Jones,  of Lebanon.  aH*d  Miss  Cynthia  S.  Roberts,  of  Hanover. 
Jones— Marshall— In  Lancaster,  New  Hampshire, 

December  12' h,  by  Rev.  Lyman  Clark,  Dr.  Dan  Lee  Jouea 
and  Emma  Frances  Mara  all,  both  of  Lancaster,  N.  H. 
Lyman— Woods— On  November  3Q,  in  Manhattan, 

Kansas,  by  the  Bev.  E.  Gale,  Dr.  L.  J.  Lvnam,  of  St. 
George,  f  ormerly  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  Miss  Mary  E. 
Woods,  of  Zeandale. 
Risk— WooDKXJyF—Dcoemher  20th,by  the  Rev.  Charles 

A.  Smith,  D.  D.,  Win.  H.  Risk  M.  t  ,.  of  Philadelphia, 
and  Mixs  Sophia,  daughter  of  George  D.  Woodruff,  Esq  , 
of  East  Orange,  New  Jo  sey. 
Whistling— Smite— December  19th,  by  the  Rev.  J.  L, 

Smith,  J.  We.r  Weistling,  of  Hairisburg,  Pa.,  and  Miss 
Emma  E.,  only  daughter  of  Charles  G.  Smith,  Esq.,  of 
Vandalia,  Illinois. 
Woods- -Goee— December  1 2th,  by  Rev.  B.  M.  Kerr, 

John  D.  Woods,  M,  D.,  and  Miss  Lidie  J.  Goff,  all  of  New 
Castle,  Pa. 

DEATHS. 
Botden — Dr.  Ebenezer  Boyden,  a  wealthy  retired  phy- 

sician, aged  70,  of  Bi  lerica,  Mass.,  committed  suicide 
Dec.  24th,  by  hanging. 
Bridge. — Of  pneumonia,  at  his  residence,  No.  1 15  Rem- 

son  street,  Brooklyn,  Joshua  F.  Bridge,  M.  D.,  aged  49 
years,  1  month,  ai  d  two  days. 
Dwinellu  At  his  residence,  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  Dec., 

9,  of  typhoid  fever,  Dr.  Justin  Dwindle,  aged  49  years, 
late  brigade  surgeon  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Collins  Dr  Stephen  Collin a  well-known  citizen  of Baltimore  died  suddenly  in  that  city,  Dec.  16th. 
De  Witt.— Dr.  William  C.  De  Witt,  aged  75.  and  the 

oldest  physician  in  Ulster  county,  New  York,  fell  dead  at 
a  patient's  bedside,  near  Saugerties,  Dec.  26th. 
Dorphlky— At  Metropolis  City,  Illinois,  Df  c.  14th, Martha  C,  wife  of  Dr.  L.  H.  Dorphley,  and  daughter  of 

the  late  William  Steel,  of  this  city. 
Gttnn — In  New  Yoik,  suddenly,  Thursday,  December 

2l8t,  Alexander  N.  Gunn  M.  D.,  in  his  61st  year 
Harbskt — At  Bayfield.  Wis.,  December  24,  1871,  Dr. 

Edwin  A.  Harbeit.  in  his  49.  h  year,  eldest  son  of  Charles 
Harbert  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 
Miller.— Dr.  John  A.  Miller,  of  L  gor  ier,  Westmore- land county,  Pa.,  of  diphtheria,  December  12,  1871. 
Patterson  —On  the  17th  inst ,  at  Avonmore,  Delaware 

county,  Pa.,  in  the  80th  ye  <r  of  her  age,  Mrs.  Helen  H. Patterson,  widow  of  Dr.  Robert  M.  Patterson,  formerly 
professor  in  the  universities  of  Pennsylvania  ami  of  Vir- 

ginia, and  director  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States. 
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NO.  71  WEST  SIXTH  STREET, 
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MANUFACTURER  OF  AND  DEALER  IN 

SURGICAL  AND  OBTHOPIEDIGAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTED  i,  TRUSSES, 

Club-foot  Shoes,  Spinal  Apparatus,  etc 

igJKeeps  constantly  "on  hand  a  full  variety  of  Metallic  and 
Rubber  Syringes,  Stomach  Pumps,  etc.  Stockings  for  Vari- 

cose Veins. 
Special  attention  given  to  the  fitting  of  Apparatus  for  De- 

formities. 

MS-  Agent  for  Dr.  L.  A.  BABCOCK'S 
SILVER  UTERINE  SUPPORTER, 

DR.  AHL'S  POROUS  FELT  SPLINTS, ALSO, 

DAY'S  SPLINTS; 
AND 

S.  W.  ELLIOTT'S  SADDLE-BAGS. 

HORATIO  G.  KERN, 
MANUFACTURER  OF 

Surgical  &  Dental  Instruments, 
SYRINGES, 

ELASTIC  TRUSSES.  &a.  <fec. 

21  NORTH  SIXTH  SHEET, 
(Above  Market^ 

PHILADELPHIA,  PENN'A. 
Catalogues  furnished  on  application. 

gNOWDEN  &  BROTHER, Late  Wie&and  &  Snowbum, 
Established  821. 

MANUFACTURERS  AND  IMPORTERS  OF 

SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

medical  saddle-bags, 
Trusses,  Druggists'  Sundries,  &c,  &cy 

No.  23  South  Eigntn  Street, 
_634  PHILADELPHIA. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENT  MAKER. 

LOUIS  Y.  HELMBOLD, 

Mo.  127  South  Tenth  Street,,  opposite  Jefferson 
Medical  College, 

Philadelphia,  Penna., 
Manufactures  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  general 

mssortment  of 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS 
Gf  the  finest  quality  and  most  approved  patterns.  Orders 
ftrom  Country  rhysicians  will  receive  particular  attention. 

NO  W  BEADY 

CONSUMPTION! 

Its  Pathology  and  Treatment, 
BY 

WILLIAM  MINOR  LOGAN,  M.  D„ 
OF 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

12mo.,  90  pages— on  toned  paper,  neatly  bound.  Price, $1.00.   Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 
To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol. 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which— that  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  "exhausting  the  edition  in 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries  for 
it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 

LONG  ISLAND  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. BROOKLYN,  N.  Y— TERM  1872. FACULTY: 
Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Prac- tice of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 
Corydon  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Edw.  S.  Dunster,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 

Children. 
Geo.  W.  Plympton,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- cology. 

Alex.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  ot  Women,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics. 

Jarvis  S.  Wight,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics. Alpheus  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

Henry  S.  Cheever,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Micro- 
scopic Anatomy. 

Geo.  K.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
J.  S.  Prout,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
Arthur  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the Ear. 

The  next  Annual  Session  will  commence  MARCH  5,  1872, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  Reading  Term  will  com- mence OCTOBER  4, 1871,  and  continue  five  months. 
Fees  for  the  full  course,  $100;  Matriculation,  $5 ;  Gradua- 

tion,^. Clinical  instruction  is  given  daily.  Ample  provision for  Dissection.   For  Circulars,  apply  to 
760-811]  JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

WOW  BEADY. 

Cancer:  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W.  BRIGHT,  M.  D., 
OF  LEXINGTON,  EY. 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 
Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 

and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 
views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  ligh  t 
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Price  Lists,  with  full  Becipes,  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal  Druggists 

throughout  the  United  States. 

WE  OFFER  TO  PHYSICIANS  A  LARGE  AND  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  STOCK  OF 

PURE  DRUGS,  CHEMICALS  AND  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

INCLUDING  ALL  THE 

NEW  REMEDIES. ALSO, 

Surgical  Instruments,  Saddle  Bags,  Medicine  Chests  and  Pocket 
Cases  in  Great  Variety. 

FRESH  AND  RELIABLE  VACCINE  VIRUS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND;   SENT  BY  MAIL  AT 

S1.50  PEE  CRUST. 



WHOLE  No    776  ] JANUARY  13,  IS?2. 
[VOL.  XXVI.— No.  2. 

THE 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

/V    WEEKLY    JOTJEN  AL 

BY  S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. 

firms  of  Subscription,  FIVE  7) QUAES  per  annum  in  advance. — Single  copies  len  Cents'. 

CONT 

ORIGINAL  DEPARTMENT. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

PAGK. Clink,  Robert. — A  Singular  Case  in  Obstetrics   23 
Bybd,  Harvey  L .— Blood-letting  in  !  >i-eas?   2> 
Vox  MiXSFhLDE,  Alexander  S.— Medical  Obits   27 

HOSPITAL  REPORTS. 
JKFFEKSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Pr(f.  Gnss. 

Seminal  Emmissions   28 
Amputation  of  the  Finger; — Destructive  Specific  ln- 

ilamojation  of  both  Eyes   29 
ALBANY  HOSPITAL. 

Surgica'  Chair  of  Prof.  J.  If.  Armsby. 
Disease  of  the  Maxillary  Antrum ;— Calculus  in  the Female      2y 
Hydrocele  :—  I  'riuary  Calculus  ;— Vesjical  Calculus          30  ; 

MEDICAL  SOCIETIES 
Tompkins  County  (  New  York)  Medical  Society   3) 

EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
I'KHISCOPE. 

The  Manufacture  of   Sugar  from   Beet-Root  ;— The 
Com mer.  ial  Culture  of  Hops  in  the  United  States ;— 
]-  Puerp  ral  Feyer  Contagious   32 
Cases  Treatel  with  Chloral; — Odontalgia ; — Insom- 

nia with  Tlnv -it. ni'  I  Puerpural  Mania;   Insminial  31 
Delerium  Treiu»ns ;— Rigidity  of  the  Us  Uteri  During 
La^or;— O. otitis  as  a  result  of  Catheterization   'i 

ENTS: 

REVIEWS  AND  BOOK  NOTICES. 
Notes  on  hooks  

BOOK  NOTICES. 
Lectures  on  the  Clinical  Uses  of  Electricity  
Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Penna. ;  Fiist Biennial  Renott  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of 

California  ;— The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery 
EDITORIAL. 

Longevity  in  Philadelphia  ,  
NOTES  AND  COMMENTS. 

A  Novel  Plan  for  Soothing  Children ;— Aconitine  ;— 
Ancient  Doctrines  about  the  Spleen  

Palatable  Medicines;—'  'n  European  Cannabis  Medica; —  Patent  Medioin-  s  in  Rustd  1  
Novel  Use  of  Electricity ; — Cvanide  of  Iodine  ia 
Iodine;— A  Sensitive  Test  for  Chloroform  ;— High- heehd  Boots  

Water-proofing  1  inen.  Canvas,  etc.  ;— Relations  of 
Tinea  of  Animals  to  Tinea  of  Man  ;— Impudence  of 
Quacks  

Health  of  the  Queen ;—  Psoriasis  ;—  Pulaski  County 
(Ark.)  Medical  Society ;— Heart  Broken  by  a  K  ck  ;— Chloromttry    

CORRESPONDENCE. 
DOMESTIC. 

.  Exterpatio  Bulbi.  Letter  from  Dr.  Frank  
NEWS  MISCELLANY. 

Insanity  in  Virginia;— A  Burmese  Hiiry  Wonim  
:».  rcer  County  (  N.  J  )  Medical  S  >ciety ;  —  Items  ;— 

Quei if  s  and  Replies  ;— Marriages  ;— Deaths  ...... 

PHILADELPHIA: 

Published  for  the  Proprietor,  S.  W.  Butler,  M.  D.,  at  No.  115  South  Seventh  Street. 

OFFICE  IN    NEW  YORK: 

Z.  P.  HAT<  H,  7  m  BROADWAY. 

THE  REPORTER  IN  LONDON. 

B.  F   STEVENS,    (American  Agent  tor  Libraries,  17  Henrietta  st.,  Covent  Garden,  W.  C.,] 
Agent  for  the  Reporter.  He  will  receive  Subscriptions,  Advertisements, 

Exchanges,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  etc. 

"Wylie  A  Griest,  Printers,  Inquirer  Bonding,  88  North  Queen  street,  Lancaster,  Pa. 



PUBLISHER'S  NOTICES. COMMUTATIONS. 

COMMUNICATIONS  RECEIVED 
Week  endn  gJat.  6  ,  1S72.  (lhe  Asterisk  *) indicates  a  casn  inciosure. 

S£?~  Subscribers  are  requested  to  inform  us  immediately  if their  communications  are  not  acknowledged  in  this  column. 
Postal  money  orders,  and  checks,  or  drafts  drawn  to  our 
order,  at  our  risn..  There  are  so  many  Postal  Money  Order 
ofices  now,  that  it  is  hardly  ever  necessary  fur  subscribers  to 
run  any  risk  in  transmitting  money.  N.  B — All  checks  and 
P.  0.  orders  must  be  drawn  payable  to  the  proprietor,  S.  W. 
Butler,  M.  D. 

Alabam  i.—Drs  P  Crapehuu*  S  P  Smith* Colorado  Ter—Di  J  B  Chase* 
Connection'— Drs  M  T  Newton*  T  Morton  Hills*  H  J 

Fisk*  Woven  Wire  Mattress  Co* 
Dist  CAumbia — Did  F  Howard*  J  M  Toner*  J  S  Billings* J  O  Stauton* 
D  lAol*  Ter—T>r  H  J  Livingston* Delaware— R  S  W  Hisons* 
Illinois—  Drs  Cr  W  Bowles*  Campbell  &  Wieserman*  J 

Huyelb*  R  R  Dew.tt*  J  W  Warner*  u  E  Geeds*  G  M 
Crossley*  G  W  Macklin*  E  C  Lenien*  C  A  Wilson*  F  A 
"Warner*  W  C  Brown*  C  Ferriiiier*  T  C  Duncan Indiana— Drs  W  H  Sheets*  F  A  Siymour*  J  W  Runcie* 
R  O  Crandill*  E  W  King*  J  L  borrow*  A  Leslie*  J -Jones*  M  P  Case*  Newland*  H  C   .aForce*  Newcomer 
Iowa— Drs  J  V  Bea  *  B  G  Neal*  N  A  Drake*  J  H Boucher*  Hill 
Kansas—  Drs  L  M  Jacobs*  Sewell 
Kentucky -Drs  \Y  T  Owen*  A  B  Mills*  D  Johnson*  F A  Crump  &  Co*  K  O  Crowling**  Geo  W  Evans* 
Maryland— Drs  S  H  Fandenburg*  Dennis  &  Slemons* H  E  vVniieford*  G  W  Burke*  Thos  Barrows*  Kirk 
Maisa-husetts—  Drs  E  F  Barnes*  F  A  Hnwe*  J  B  Chase* 
Missouri—  Drs  A  J  Culbertson*  Preston  Ramsey*  Jos 

G  Miller*  MLGerould*  B  St  J  Tucker*  C  F  Dcrnsej* G  W  Hutchinson* 
M  chigan— Drs  Geo  P  P  timer*  E  Stewart*  A  Van  Der 

Veen*  A  J  Lenbaugh*  Newcombe  &  Laws*  J  C  McNutt* 
Mississippi—  Drs  J  J  Stemreide*  J  S  Spinks* 
Nebraska— Dr  A  S  Holladay 
Ke-o  Jersey— Drs  S  J  Zabrisaie*  L  Farrow*  G  R  Rob- 

bins*  P  F  Brakelej*  J  V  Schenck*  J  F  Grandiu*  H  E Brannin*  E  T  Reid*  J  Bretheiick*  A  A  Lewis*  J  C 
Johnson*  Payne 

Neio  Hampshire— Dr  Davis 
Mio  York— Drs  H  N  Burr*  S  Rhoades*  F  A  Young*  J 

P  Rush*  F  D  Crothers*  J  R  Gregory*  M  N  Babcock* 
■J  V  E  Winnie*  S  C  Pettingill*  H  Grouse*  W  H  Helm* 
Jam  33— Babcock— Bishop— McE  wen 

Ohio -Drs  W  F  Tibbab*  E  H  Trickle*  Jno  Kennedy* 
N  W  Spring*  W  A  Watkins*  C  >■  Hildreth*  P  R  Roberts* 
R  M  Powers*  N  K  Mosiey*  J  P  Norman*  S  Barclay* 
Logan — Hoist  ein 
rmnsylrana— Drs  W  D  Hall*  J  B  Livington*  D  Yoder* 

B  K  Johnson*  J  P  Thompson*  V  D  Miller*  M  P  Barker* 
.1  Mitchelthee*  S  K  Mesuhter*  P  J  Keiser*  F  Krecker* 
J  W  Pugh*  J  H  Krause*  J  H  Legge*  J  F  Rothrock*  J 
W  Douges*  C  Brobst*  J  C  Brobst*  G  R  McCoy*  G  W  C James*  W  G  Binklcy*  W  L  Williams*  D  F  Sob  ill*  M  H 
Clark.*  Thos  MuKennan*  .T-3  R  Wilson*  T  H  Laidley  & >on*  G  S  Wentz*  J  CWi.son*  T  J  B  Rhoads*  O  W 
Beane*  McCarrell  &  McElroy*  W  S  Marshall*  J  Sandt* 
W  I'>es*  K  B  Kilmer*  A  P  Fetherolf*  H  Hofman*  A  J 
Martin*  A  R  Tyson*  Hns?lto  i— K'ine— \ppli— Asdald. 

Sovtfi  Caro'ina—Dj.  1j  G  Jackson* 
Tennessee — Drs  J  E  Wendel*  R  W  Scott*  J  D  Tinker* 

R  H  McKaj  *  W  T  Mai  bis*  W  P  Redefei*  J  L  Cady* 
Yirgina—  Drs  B  P  Reese*  Tompkins. 
W&t  Vnginu—Dr  T  W  Goff. 
rermonl— Drs  H  D  Halton*  C  G  Ca-gill*  O  H  Flagg* 
Wisconsin— Drs  A  W  Lueck*  C  C  Robinson*  Sweetland. 

HORATIO  G.  KERN, 
MANUFACTURER  OF 

Surgical  &  Dental  Instruments, 

SYRINGES, 

ELASTIC  TRUSSES.  An..  Ac. 

21  NORTH  SIXTH  SREET, 
(Above  Market,) 

PHILADELPHIA,  PENN'A. 
Catalogues  furnished  on  application. 

Full  Sub- scription Price 
Medical  and  Subgical Reporter  $  5  00 
audH alp-Yearly  Compendium. $  7  00  8  00 
and  Compendium  and  Pocket 
Record   8  00  9  50 

and  Braituwaite's  Retrospect  (Re- pubiica  ion)   7  50  7  00 and  Am.  Journal  Medical  Sciences 
(Quarterly)  ) 
Medical  News  (Monthly)  >  10  50  11  00 
Banking's  Ab.  (Republican).. .  ) 

and  Phila.  Medical  Times  (Fort- nightly).  8  00  9  00 
and  Medual  Record,  N.  Y.  (Fort- nightly)  8  00  9  00 
and  Med'.  Journal,  N.  Y.  (Monthly)   8  00  9  00 and  Am.  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  N. 

Y.  (Quarterly)   9  00  10  00 
and  Journ.  of  P.-ychological  Medi- cine, N.  Y.  (Quarterly)   9  00  10  00 
and  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Bos- 

ton (Weekly)   8  00  9  00 
and  Journal  of  Gynaecological  So- ciety, Boston  (Monthly)   9  00  10  00 and  Journal  of  Chemistry,  Boston, 
(Monthly)   5  75  6  00 

and  Litteil's  Living  Age,  Boston, 
(Weekly)   11  50  13  00 

and  Harpers',  TUe  G<laxv,  or  At- lantic (Mo  nthly  Magazines)   8  00  9  00 
and  Harpers'  Weekly  or  Bazir          8  00  9  00 
and  Scrioner'.*  Monthly   7  50  8  00 and  Am  Agriculturist  (Monthly)...   6  00  6  50 

ENGLISH  JOURNALS. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter 

and  the  Lancet  (Weekly)   $17  00 
and  Med  cal  Press  and  Circular 
(Weekly)   12  50 and  Dub'in  Journal  Med.  Science 
(Quarterly)   ...  12  00 

and  The  Doctor  (Weekly)   7  50 
Commutations  will  be  made  also  with  other  publica- 

tions not  nanrd  in  the  above  list. 

^"All  journals  with  which  we  commute  are  sent  from 
tbe  respective  offices  of  publication,  and  communications 
of  a  business  nature,  after  the  subscription  is  made,  mm 
be  sent  to  those  offices,  and  not  to  us. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. , 
115  South  Seventh  st,  Philadelphia. 

h*ve  in  our  possession  numerous  Testimonials  to  the 
superiority  of  our  Oil,  from  the  most  distinguished  Phy- sicians of  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere.  Among  these  are 
the  names  of  Dr.  Samuel  Jackt-on  and  Joseph  Leidy,  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,;  Drs.  Mutter,  Darrach, 
Harlow,  Ludlow.  Kn'ght  and  others.  Physicians  may  re- 

ly on  the  certain  Purity  of  our  Brand,  as  also  its  Freshness and  Sweetness. 
Wherever  tested,  either  bv  the  medical  profession  or  by 

invalids,  superiority  is  acknowledged.  We  have  made  it 
a  specialty  for  many  years,  and  can  confidently  recom- mend it  to  the  drug  trade. 

John  G.  Baker  &  Go's  Citrate  of  Magnesia. 
Prepared  with  Especial  Care,  and  warranted  to  retain 

<i  Freshness.   For  sale  by  all  Druggists. 
JOHN  C.  BIKER, 

Philadelphia. 



THE 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER. 

No.  776.]  PHILADELPHIA,  JANUARY  13,  1872.  [Vol.  XXVI.— No.  2, 

Original  Department. 

Communications. 

A  SINGULAR  CASE  IN  OBSTETRICS. 

By  Robert  Clink,  M.  D., 
Of  Redwood,  Jefferson  County,  New  York. 

The  following  anomalous  case  will  probably 
interest  some  of  your  readers  : 

March  3,  1871,  7  o'clock  P.  if.,  called  in 
haste  to  see  Mrs.  W.  Purse,  American,  set. 
49  years ;  spare  habit,  nervous  temperament, 
height  live  feet ;  primipara.  She  has  been  regu- 

lar in  her  terms  up  to  conception;  has  not 
menstruated  since  last  week  in  April,  1870  ; 
thinks  she  first  perceived  foetal  mution  about 
September  5;  expected  confinement  some- 

time in  January,  1871  ;  has  regular  uterine 
contractions  at  intervals  of  from  five  to  ten 
minutes. 

I  make  a  digital  examination  ;  I  meet  great 
difiicuiiy  in  introducing  the  finger,  owing  to 
the  abnormal  sensitiveness  and  irritability  ol 
the  parts  ;  find  os  situated  very  high  in  the  pos- 

terior portion  of  vagina ;  os  rigid  and  undila- 
table.  I  could  detect  through  the  cervix  uteri 
what  I  diagnosed  to  be  the  foetal  cranium. 
Patient  shows  great  nervous  excitement; 

pulse,  108  beats  per  minute  ;  12  o'clock,  P. 
M. ;  os  still  rigid  and  undilatable.  I  an- 

notated the  parts  freely  with  ext.  belladonna ; 

2  o'clock,  A.  M.,  pains  increasing  in  force  and 
frequency,  with  no  perceptible  advance  of  la- 

bor.  Ex.  sulph.  morphia,  g.  £. 

March  4,  6  o'clock,  A.  M. — Patient  has  had 
two  hours  of  sleep;  seems  somewhat  re- 

freshed. Labor  still  abnormal ;  pulse  140  per 
minute.  12  0  clock  M.—  There  is  much  cerebral 

disturbance  with  pulse  160  per  minute;  ex.  ver. 

irid.,  x.,  which  quickly  brought  the  pulse 
to  108  per  minute ;  ex.  ver.  iride  g.  ij,  every 
hour.  Six  o'clock  A.  M.-Pulse  90  per  minute ; 
patient  more  comfortable. 

March  5,  8  o'clock,  A.M. — Patient  free  from 
any  pain  ;  says  she  feels  quite  easy.  After  in- 

structing her  nurse  to  give  me  timely  notice 
should  patient  feel  worse,  I  take  my  leave. 

March  8,8  o'clock  A.  if.— Called  in  haste; 
find  much  mental  derangement;  insomnia 
with  tendency  to  convulsion.  Nurse  informs 
me  that  patient  has  not  had  any  sleep  during 
the  last  48  hours. 

R.    Chloral  hydrate,  gr.lx. 
Bromide  potassium,  gr.xx. 
iSyr.  tinct.  bal.  tolu,    J^ij.  M. 

Sig. — One  teaspoon ful  every  thirty  minutes. 
After  fourth  dose  she  fell  asleep,  and  after 

six  and  a  half  hours  awoke  free  from  any  bad 
symptoms.  I  instructed  the  nurse  to  repeat 
if  necessary  and  advise  me  of  any  change. 

March  12,  6  o'clock,  A-  if.— Again  called  in 
haste  ;  on  arrival  find  patient  screaming,  and 
tossing  her  extremities  as  in  acute  chorea  or 
puerperal  convulsion. 

Chloral  hydrate,  gr.xxx. 
.bromide  potassium,  gi'.x. 
ttyr.  tinct.  bal.  tolu,     3 »j-  M. 

In  thirty  minutes  I  repeat,  and  in  a  short 

time  she  is  asleep.    12  o'clock  M.— Patient 
is  awake ;  has  no  pain  ;  says  she  feels  quite 
comfortable  ;  has  not  felt  labor  pains  siucj 
March  4  ;  pulse,  84  per  minute. 

April  4— Complaining  of  very  uneasy  feel- 
ings over  the  lumbar  and  dorsal  regions  ;  had 

some  labor  pains,  bat  not  severe.  Examina- 
tion showed  the  parts  in  statu  qj,o ;  pulse,  86 

per  minute. 
April  10— Bowels  costive  and  tympanic; 
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urine  scant  and  loaded  with  albumen;  feels, 

as  parent  expresses,  "  sick  all  over." 
R.    01.  resini.  ^j. 

Spirit  terebinth.,  gj. 
Tinct.  opii,  Tt\,  xxv. 

And,  after  a  free  action, 
R.  Fluid  ext.  buchu,  ^ij, 

Comp.  tinct.  iodinii,  3  ij. 
Nit.  ether,  ^iij.  M. 

Sig — One  teaepoonful  three  times  daily. 
April  15— Patient  again  in  labor ;  pains 

frequent  and  severe,  c  s  still  rigid  and  undila- 
table. 

I  confess,  I  was  greatly  puzzled  with  my 
case,  as  after  an  extensive  practice  of  forty 
years  as  a  physician  and  obstetrician,  I  have 
not^et  with  its  parallel.  I,  therefore,  called 
in  counsel  my  esteemed  friend,  K.  M.  Davi- 

son,M.  D.,  Theresa,  who  very  kindly  respond- 
ed to  the  call,  and  after  a  careful  examination 

of  the  case,  confirmed  my  diagnosis  of  pro- 
tracted labor.  He  did  not  advise  manual  or 

instrumental  interference  ;  recommended  the 
patient  to  rest,  in  the  cheerful  hope  of  a  safe 
delivery,  etc 

6  o'clock,  P.  M.— Severe  labor,  but  without 
any  correspondent  benefit ;  patient  exhausted 
and  worn  out.  I  give  ex.  sulph.  morphia  gr.  i ; 

pulv.  doveri  gr.  v.  11  o'clock,  P.  M.— Patient 
is  asleep. 

April  16,  4  o^clock. — She  awakes  free  of  pain 
and  cheerful.  April  24— Patient  has  had  two 
convulsive  fits  since  3  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  on  my 
arrival  was  entering  to  a  third.  It  is  similar 
to  those  of  March  12. 

May  10 — Patient  again  in  labor;  examina- 
tion indicates  no  alteration  in  the  parts,  with 

exception  of  the  abdomen,  which  has  shrunk 
much  in  volume  since  last  visit,  say  10  or  12 
inches.  There  has  been  no  discharge  of  liquor 
amnii,  lochia  nor  mucus.  The  mammary 
glands  are  active,  secreting  from  \  \  to  2  pints 
milk  during  the  24  hours.  She  says  she  has 
not  perceived  any  motion  from  the  child  since 
April  26. 

June  6—1  continued  to  see  my  patient  every 
few  days  up  to  date,  during  which  time  she 
seem  to  enjoy  comparative  comfort.  To-day, 
6th  of  June,  being  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  Jefferson  County  Medical  Soc  iety,  I 
had  the  honor  to  bring  the  case  before  that 
body,  who  kindly  offered  many  suggestions, 
but  failed  to  give  any  solution  to  or  hypothe- 

sis calculated  to  satisfy  my  mind. 

July  11,  8  o'ctoc/c,  P.  if.— Called  again  in 
great  haste,  messenger  saying  that  Mrs.  P.  was 

[Vol.  XXV u  I 
dying.  On  arrival  find  patient  in  very  severe  ! 
travail ;  examination  shows  the  os  dilated  to 
the  size  of  a  silver-quarter  dollar ;  I  lose  no 
time,  but  exhibit  R  fl.  ex.  ergot  3j,  and  repeat 

every  twenty  minutes  after  the  fourth  exhibi- 
tion. I  examine,  and  find  the  head  has  escaped 

from  the  uterus.  I  now  introduce  two  fingers 

of  my  left  hand  to  guide  the  forceps,  and  hav- 
ing seized  the  head,  by  using  gentle  traction  j 

and  repulsion  in  imitation  of  nature, succeeded 
after  some  two  hours  of  toil  and  anxiety,  in 
delivering  what  proved  to  be  the  remains  of 
a  once  full-grown,  but  now  much  attenuated, 
female  child. 

It  measured  in  length  thirteen  inches  ;  cir-  j 
cumference  round  the  sternum  six  inches ; 
weight  eleven  ounces. 
There  is  no  escape  of  liquor  amnii,  no 

mucus,  no  lochial  discharge.  It  is  a  dry  labor 
indeed. 

After  removing  the  child,  I  endeavored  to 
deliver  the  placenta  first,  by  using  gentle 
traction,  but  the  cord  being  small  and  tender? 
I  did  not  feel  justified  in  using  much  force. 
I  therefore  introduced  my  finger  into  the 
vagina, in  hope  of  stimulating  the  uterus  to! 
action,  and  thereby  throw  off  the  secundines. 
Judge  of  my  surprise  and  chagrin  to  find  the 
cord  firmly  embraced  by  the  cervix  uteri; 
the  placenta  retained  in  uterus.  There  being 
neither  hemorrhage, convulsion,  nor  symptom; 
of  fever,  I  conclude  to  wait  and  watch  the 
efforts  of  nature. 

July  15— Cord  has  separated  from  placenta; 
patient  has  a  cadaverous  look. 

R.    Permangan.  potass.,-  ^j. 
Aqute,  U.j. 

S. — Inject  and  bathe  the  parts  freely.  M. 
July  17 — A  small  portion  of  placenta  is  dis 

charged.   Examination  finds  the  os  flaccid 
and  dilatable. 

]£.    Fl.  ext.  ergot,  £j. 
I  repeat  in  fifteen  minutes,  when  the  uterus, 

with  one  violent  contraction,  throws  off  the, 
remainder  of  the  placenta,  and  about  ̂ viij.; 
coagulated  blood  and  serum. 

July  24^.— Since  last  date  patient  has  made; 
steady  improvement,  and  is  now  cheerful  J 
hopeful  and  happy. 

November  28th.— Patient  called  to-day  at  myj 
office,  and  affirmed  that  she  has  enjoyed  bet- 

ter health  since  her  confinement  than  she; 
did  for  many  years  previously,  and  declares! 
that  she  still  lives  in  the  hope  of  becoming  a! 
mother. 

Communications. 
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In  lookrng  over  the  case,  I  find  several 
points  of  interest,  to  which  I  would  call  at- 
tention. 

1st.  The  patient's  age.  A  primipara  at  49 
years  is  certainly  no  common  occurrence. 

2d.  The  length  of  time  occupied  in  gesta- 
tion, say  from  April  20th,  1870,  to  July  12th, 

1871,  436  days. 
3d.  What  became  of  the  liquor  amnii? 

And  why  had  we  no  lochial  discharges  ? 
4th.  Did  the  convulsion  fits  of  March  12th  and 

April  24th,  by  some  unaccountable  means, 
cause  absorbtion  of  the  liquor  amnii,  and 
consequently  death  of  foetus  ? 

5th.  There  being  no  discharge  from  the 
uterus,  what  caused  the  shrinking  of  the  ab- 

domen ? 
6th.  If  the  liquor  amnii,  and  lochia  were 

absorbed,  why  had  we  not  pyaemia,  metritis, 
peritonitis  or  other  attendant  eviis  ? 

BLOOD-LETTING  IN  DISEASE. 

By  Harvey  L.  Byrd,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  Washington  University,  of 
Baltimore,  Md. 

It  may  seem  strange  to  some  that  it  should 
be  thought  necessary  bv  any  one  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession,  at  the  present 
day,  to  so  ancient  a  remedy  as  blood-letting, 
and  particularly  to  claim  for  it  the  highest 
rank  as  a  therapeutical  agent.  And  yet  the 
writer  feels  that  it  should  be  done  in  the  in- 

terests of  humanity,  if  for  no  otner  motive  or 
cause.  It  constitutes  no  part  of  his  purpose, 
however,  to  attempt  a  history  of  the  remedy 
or  to  epitomize  even  its  leading  parts  and 
great  achievements  in  the  past,  further  than 
may  be  necessary  to  a  presentation  of  the  ad- 

vantages it  is  capable  of  affording  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease  at  the  present  time.  It  is 

proper  to  remark,  in  passiug,  that  it  shared 
the  confidence,  to  a  greater  degree,  of  those 
physicians  whose  names  have  come  down  to 
us  as  the  great  intellectual  luminaries  of  the 
ages  in  which  they  lived,than  any  other  remedy 
whatsoever.  Though  shrouded  in  the  im- 

penetrable darkness  of  the  unknown  past,  the 
use  of  bloodletting  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 

ease was,  doubtless,  like  many  other  agents, 
the  result  of  accident,  and  at  a  period  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  coeval  with  the  creation  of  the 
tribes  of  the  higher  order  or  varieties  of  the 
humau  race. 

In  looking  down  the  shadowy  corridors  of 
the  past,  we  find  it  occupying  high  position 
in  the  healing  art.  Hippocrates  places  it,  so 
to  speak,  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  therapeutic 
agents,  and  speaks  of  it  as  a  remedy  fami- 

liarly known  and  used,  or  practiced  for  the 
relief  of  disease  by  others  as  well  as  himself. 
Asclep iad es ,  a  Greek  physician  of  great  re- 

nown, who  practiced  in  Rome  more  than  a 
hundred  years  before  the  Christian  era,  re- 

sorted to  blood-letting  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. He  also  used  scarification  with  cupping 

in  the  treatment  of  certain  morbid  conditions. 
.Aret^eus  was  not  only  an  advocate  of  the 
several  methods  of  abstracting  blood  in  vogue 

at  the  preseut  time,  but  was  among  the  earli- 
est, if  not  the  first,  to  practice  arteriotomy. 

In  speaking  of  him  Haller  says:  "  Arterias 
incidit  ante  Galenum,  in  temporibus  et  ad  aures, 

alibique"  Then  the  methodic  sect,  Celsus 
and  Galen,  were  all  the  warm  advocates  of 
blood-letting.  The  Arabian  physicians,  of 
whom  Avicenna  was  the  most  prominent, 
and  justly  distinguished,  adopted  the  practice 
of  the  Greeks  in  all  essential  respects. 

The  Egyptians  resorted  to  blood-letting  in 
all  i?s  varieties.  Paracelsus  notwithstanding 
his  elixirs,  used  blood-letting  quite  extensively 
in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

With  few  exceptions,  including  the  periods 
from  Paracelsus,  and  revival  of  learning  in 
the  fifteenth  century,  on  down  to  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  century,  blood-letting 
has  had  for  its  champions  and  supporters  the 
brightest  intellects  of  the  profession.  The 
second  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century  has 
had  fewer  prominent  advocates  for  the  use  of 
our  remedy  than  probably  any  equal  period  of 
time  in  its  history;  and  that,  too,  when  neither 
superstition  nor  religious  fanaticism  can  be  re- 

garded as  having  exerted  any  influence  on 
the  practice  of  the  remedy.  Why,  then,  has 
bleeding  been  so  little  resorted  to  within  this 
period  ?  Is  the  type  of  disease  more  asthemic 
than  formerly  ?  Or  are  there  remedies  of  equal 
efficacy  that  have  been  substituted  for 
sanguinous  depletion?  As  the  writer  is  vol- 

untarily on  the  stand  before  the  public,  it  is 
proper  he  should  furnish  such  testimony  as  he 
may  be  able  from  long  and  varied  experience, 
and  in  doing  so,  he  flatters  himself  that  satis- 

factory answers  will  be  given  to  some  of  the 
above  interrogatories. 

In  offering  his  experience  with  the  lancet, 
no  arrogation  of  superior  sagacity,  or  claims  of 



26 C  ommuni cat  ions. 

[Vol.  xxvi. 
abetter  acquaintance  than  others  with  morbid 
phenomena  is  attempted,  but  simply  a  state- 

ment of  some  of  the  beneficial  effects  wit- 
nessed from  its  u*e  in  a  great  number  of  cases, 

in  a  practice  extending  over  a  period  of  nearly 
thirty  years,  between  the  thirtieth  and  thirty- 
ninth  degrees  of  north  latitude.  No  hesita- 

tion is  experienced  in  pronouncing  the  lancet 
sans  pareil  in  the  treatment  of  a  large  number 
ot  the  diseases  to  which  flesh  is  heir,  in  seve- 

ral of  which  fashion  has  unfortunately  in- 
hibited its  use  in  these  latter  days.  Even 

age  and  experience  in  practice  beinor  forced 
in  such  cases  to  yield  to  the  inexorable  de- 

mand of  the"  fickle  'goddess.  Where  the  fol- 
lowing conditions  and  circumstances  receive, 

as  they  always  should,  careful  consideration, 
before  an  important  remedy  is  administered 
for  the  relief  of  morbid  action,  viz  :  Race, 
age,  sex,  temperament,  previous  and  present 
condition  of  the  pafieut,  bleeding,  will,  when 
called  for,  yield  results  of  a  more  highly  satis- 

factory character  than  any  other  remedial 
agent ! 

The  effects  of  sanguineous  depletion  are 
marked,  and  unmistakable  in  the  production 
of  antiphlogistic,  sedative,  antispasmodic, 
and  alterative  impressions  on  the  system.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  in  what  a  large  number  of 
cases  it  may  be  resorted  to  with  great  advan- 

tage in  their  treatment. 

In  all  inflammatory  diseases,  when  properly 
timed  under  a  judicious  appreciation  of  the 
above-named  conditions,  the  writer  of  this 
article  has  no  hesitancy  in  denominating  the 
lancet  the  most  scientific, as  it  certainly  is  the 
most  efficient  and  valuable,  aeent  in  our  pre- 

sent list  of  therapeutical  resources.  If  there 
is  one  single  fact  in  the  whole  range  of  our 
professional  observation  or  experience  that 
may  be  certainly  regarded  as  established,  and 
beyond  the  possibility  of  contradiction  or 
satisfactory  refutation,  it  is  the  utility,  nay 
more,  the  indispensable  necessity  for  sanguin- 

eous evacuation,  in  the  prompt  and  scientific 
treatment  of  inflammation  !  Just  here  we  are 
strongly  tempted  to  disregard  our  intention 
when  commencing  this  article,  and  go  some- 

what into  detail  concerning  our  experience 
with  the  lancet  in  the  several  forms  of  in- 

flammatory disease.  But  a  moment's  reflection 
assures  us  that  a  volume  might  easily  be  filled 
with  such  cases,  much  less,  all  the  pages  of 
the  Reporter  could  they  be  devoted  to  us  ex- 

clusively, and  we  must  therefore  hasten  to  the 
mention  of  other  conditions,  in  which  the 
most  gratifying  results  have  been  experienced 
from  blood-letting. 

In  cerebritis,  arachnitis,  apoplexy,  conges- 
tion, or  extravasation,  in  the  eclampsia,  and 

in  fact,  in  almost  every  form  of  cerebral  dis- 
ease, the  lancet  is  the  most  important  remedy 

at  our  command.  In  certain  conditions  of  the 
braiu  it  is  not  only  simply  indispensable  to  the 
successful  termination  of  the  case,  but  often  the 
only  remedy  necessary  to  be  used  at  all.  It  is 
often  not  only  the  best,  but  frequently  the 
only  remedy  capable  of  relieving  the  obsti- 

nate constipation  resulting  from  inflammation 
of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  intestines.  In 
hernia,  in  the  rigidity  and  spasm  of  the  os 
and  cervix  uteri,  in  labor,  to  say  nothing  of 
other  conditions  of  muscular  spasm,  and  con- 

traction beyond  the  anossthetic  reach  of  chlo- 
roform, and,  lastly,  its  alterative  action,  is 

quite  manifest  in  promoting  the  absorption  of 
fluids  in  various  cavities  and  sit  lations  of  the body. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  contended  that  the  neces' 
sity  for  the  use  of  the  lancet  is  as  great  at  the 
present  time  as  it  ever  was  in  the  past,  and  that 
the  type  of  disease  has  undergone  no  such 
change  as  to  render  the  abstraction  of  blood 
unnecessary  or  improper  in  the  successful 
management  of  all  cases  attended  with  a  full 
tense  and  quick  pulse. 

This  subject  is  one  of  great  moment,  yet 
capable  of  easy  comprehension  and  satisfac- 

tory demonstration,  and  as  such  the  careful 
attention  of  the  junior  members  of  the  pro- 

fession is  respectfully  and  earnestly  invited 
to  it.  We  feel  warranted,  from  our  long  ex- 

perience, in  saying  that  any  intelligent  phy- 
sician, who  will  resort  to  the  lancet  in  a  few 

cases  calling  for  its  use,  will  not  be  likely  to 
lay  it  aside  afterward,  though  he  should 
encounter  the  jeers  of  some  or  the  quasi  as- 

sent of  others,  who  might  entertain  from 
early  training,  or  other  cause ,  prej udice  against 
its  use.  And  such  we  feel  assured  will  be  the 
testimony  ot  all  who  have  not  sacrificed  the 
lancet  on  the  altar  of  fashion.  The  aid  of  the 

profession  is  invoked  for  the  purpose  of  plac- 
ing once  more  on  the  stage  of  usefulness  a 

remedy  which  has  played  so  important  a  part 
in  the  almost  entire  history  of  our  thera- 

peutics. 
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By  Alexander  S.  von  Mansfelde,  M.  D  , 

Of  Chicago,  III. 

"3fundus  vult  decipi." 
The  public  at  large  asks  for  medicines  that 

are  small  in  bulk,  mild  in  action,  but  powerful 
in  result.  They  are  used  to  see  the  world  in 

a  nut  shell;  why  not  also  the  arcanum  f  or  life's 
preservative  in  a  homoeopathic  moiety.  They 
feel  best  when  most  deceived,  and  we  are 
sorry  to  say  that  only  too  many  physici  ns 
have  run  the  broad  highway  career  with  them. 
Mundas  vult  decipi  has  become  their  watch- 

word, and  I  hey  forget  that  they  themselves  are 
a  parcel  of  this  deceived  world.  How  would 
the  fathers  of  medicine  frown  upon  these, 
their  crippled  children,  if  they  could  call  them 
to  account  to-day ;  they  had  for  every  little 
ailment  a  medicine  that  would  kelp,  and  these 
have  no  remedy  at  all.  How  the  powers  of 
nature  must  have  changed  since  then.  Indeed, 
they  grew  more  effective  with  the  intellect  of 
the  race.  The  disorder  that  was  cured  by  a 
remedy  two  thousand  years  ago  vanishes 

to-day  by  the  grave-faced  JEsculapian's  asser- 
tion, that  nature  will  help  itself. 

Why,  then,  have  we  a  chair  of  medicine- 
action  (therapie)  in  medical  colleges.  The 
faithful  teacher  is  every  moment  interrupted 
by  thousands  of  chimeric;  indeed  they  are 
lion-faced  enough,  who  throw  out  the  fire  of 
contradiction,  which  devours  only  too  many 
victims,  having  the  form  of  suffering  mankind. 
Who  has  not  met  with  a  physician  (permit 

us  to  use  this  name  for  a  physician,  he  little 
deserves  it,)  who  will  be  brazen-faced  enough 
to  assert  in  the  face  of  his  clinical  teachers, 
that  for  this  little  patient  little  could  be  done, 
and  he  was  too  weak  to  admit  of  any  drugging  ? 
Do  you  see  him  walk  side  by  side  with  the 
quack  and  patent  medicine  vender  singing, 
Mundus  vult  decipiJ  Place  them  as  you  please, 
the  worst  one  will  be  always  on  the  right 
side,  and  their  success  is  just  as  universal. 
Their  patients  die,  and  the  mourners  remain 
to  bow  to  a  higher  power,  and  to  praise  the 
humane  physici  a  as  who  troubled  the  dear  dead 
with  none  of  the  bad-tasting  mixtures.  Their 
patients  live,  and  every  one  is  amazed,  behold- 
in*  the  will  of  the  doctor,  who,  like  the  Deity, 
made  all  of  nothing. 

Messrs.  Editors,  I  would  not  fill  the  space 
of  the  Med.  &  Surg.  Reporter  with  my 
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tirade,  if  you  had  not  long  ago  drawn  the  at- 
tention of  your  readers  to  this  very  subject, 

and  if  I  had  not  a  most  striking  proof  to  re- 

port. 
In  July  1870,  a  mother  brought  her  eleven* 

month  old  babe  into  my  office,  at  that  moment 
having  most  violent  convulsions.  I  used  seda- 

tives ;  they  were  of  no  avail ;  gave  depres- 
sants ;  no  better;  administered  chloroform, 

and  the  convulsions  stopped  as  long  as  the 
child  was  under  its  influence,  but  returned 
again  and  again.  While  stupefied  by  the 
chloroform,  I  examined  the  child  and  found 
on  the  forearm  a  hard  swelling,  accompanied 
by  an  erysipelatous  redness,  and  from  what  I 
could  elicit  from  the  mother  and  grandfather, 
no  doubt  remained  that  this  was  a  case  of 
poisonous  insect  or  vermin  bite,  and  equally 
certain  it  was  that  the  little  sufferer  would 
not  live  long,  as  he  was  very  delicate. 

Seeing  the  origin  of  the  disorder,  we  directed 
our  remedies  to  the  local  cause,  and  used 

emollients,  aq.  ammonia  and  belladonna  oint- 
ment, but  unfortunately  we  had  no  time  to 

wait  for  the  good  effect  of  these  applications, 
for  the  convulsions  returned  with  increased 
violence.  Now  we  urged  incisions  into  the 
diseased  skin  ;  but  this  was  not  consented  to. 
What  next? 

We  do,  as  you  know,  by  no  m°ans  believe 
in  much  experimental  therapeutics,  but  making 
this  time  a  virtue  of  necessity,  we  tried 
chloral  hydrate  in  ten  grain  doses,  and  not 
having  read  of  its  action  in  this  connection, 
we  anxiously  watched  its  course.  The  first 

dose  was  given  at  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  A  few 
minutes  after  the  last  fit,  and  about  ten  min- 

utes after  its  application,  the  child  commenced 
to  grow  quiet  and  continued  so.  We  directed 
another  dose  at  one  A.  M.,  and  a  third  in  the 
morning  if  the  child  should  not  sleep ;  this 
was  done,  and  when  I  saw  the  child  again,  I 
found  it  in  a  slight  perspiration,  having  the 
appearance  of  a  babe  that  cried  much  and  was 
very  tired  before  it  fell  asleep.  The  little  ir- 

ritation passed  away  during  the  day,  the 
weariness  remaining,  and  in  this  condition  it  re- 

mained full  twenty  hours  from  the  time  it  had 
taken  the  second  dose,  to  all  observation  a 
sleeping  child,  but  with  this  difference,  that 
slight  noise  or  touching  would  not  be  noticed 
by  it ;  but  as  soon  as  the  mother  put  her  breast 
to  the  child's  mouth  it  would  commence  to 
nurse.   I  had  her  repeat  this  several  times, 
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•when  she  first  drew  my  attention  to  it,  and  at 
intervals  again ,  with  the  same  result. 

Meantime  we  kept  linseed  meal  to  the 
swelling,  which  had  not  come  to  its  utmost 
development  when  we  commenced  the  use 
of  chloral  hydrate.  After  suppuration  was 
completed,  which  was  very  extensive  and 
rapid  in  its  course,  we  opened  the  arm  and 
about  a  teacupful  of  thin,  bloody  pus  escaped, 
which  was  no  encouraging  sign:  yet  the  wound 
healed  rapidly. 
We  believe  that  this  child  would  have  died 

had  we  not  used  the  chloral  hydrate,  at  least 
everything  admitted  such  prognosis.  What 
would  have  been  the  result  had  I  listened  to 

the  latter  day  doctrine,  "  Mundtjs  vult 
DSdFi,"  and  permitted  mighty  nature  to  wend 
its  way ;  does  it  not  finally  always  L  ad  to  the 
valley  of  death  for  every  living  organism  ? 

In  conclusion,  a  few  remarks  on  chloral  hy- 
drate. Most  physicians  prescribe  it  in  solution, 

which  should  not  be  done,  as  the  very  nature 
of  the  chemical  forbids  any  such  admixture. 
It  has  also  been  given  with  glycerine  ;  I  tried 
it  and  found  the  taste  of  both  so  much  altered 
that  a  reaction  between  them  is  certain,  de- 

stroying the  identity  of  the  drug  and  its  final 
action.  I  recommend  the  following  mode : 
Moisten  white  sugar  with  tincture  of  tolu  and 
dry,  then  mix  double  the  amount  of  the  sac- 
char,  tolutanum  with  one  part  of  chloral  hy- 

drate, and  make  a  fine  powder  ;  put  this  in 
oiled  paper  capsules,  and  inclose  in  a  wide- 
mouthed  bottle.  I  give  these  powders  with 
the  following  direction  :  To  mix  the  powder 
in  a  spoon  with  some  jelly,  not  acid,  and  take 
this,  followed  by  some  water  flavored  by  the 
same  preserves.  We  should  never  hesitate 
in  giving  medicines,  but  strive  to  make  them 
as  pleasant  as  possible. 

Hospital  Reports, 

jefferson  medical  college. 

December  20th,  1871. 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Pi  of.  Grops. 

[BEPOBTED  BY  DR.  RALPH  M.  TOWS  SEND.] 
Seminal  Emissions. 

A  young  man,  set.  24  years,  who  has  suffered 
with  spine  disease,  since  his  ninth  year,  ap- 

plies to  the  clinic  for  relief  on  account  of 
nocturnal  seminal  emissions.  They  are  usu- 

ally, though  not  always,  accompanied  by 
dreams  of  a  lascivious  character,  thus  show- 

ing, even  during  sleep,  an  interchange  of  com- munication between  the  cerebellum  and  the 
genital  organs.  These  emissions  occur  about 
once  a  week. 

Although  an  involuntary  emission  is  some- 
what under  the  control  of  the  will,  it  may  be- 
come absolutely  involuntary  after  a  long 

course  of  masturbation  or  sexual  indulgence. 
These  emissions  are  not  always,  as  is  com- 

monly supposed,  the  result  of  onanism ;  for 
they  may  be  produced  by  hemorrhoids,  fissure 
of  the  anus,  a  long  and  tight  prepuce,  want 
of  cleanliness  of  the  head  of  the  penis,  pros- 

tatic difficulty  at  the  orifices  of  the  oj  icula- 
t  »ry  ducts,  or  solely  to  the  state  of  the  brain, 
particularly  the  cerebellum,  which  is  supposed 
to  preside  over  the  sexual  apparatus.  It  is 
well  known  that  when  the  occiput  is  injured, 
for  instance  by  a  gun-shot  wound,  inordinate 
sexual  appetite  is  often  thereby  awakened. 

Prof.  Gross  cited  a  case  of  a  man  that  was 
shot  in  the  cerebellum  and  in  consequence  of 
which  his  sexual  desires  became  so  strong 
that  he  even  attempted  intercourse  with  his 
mother  and  sisters,  and  they  had  to  abstain 
from  entering  his  room.  Works  on  military 
surgery,  as  those  of  Guthrie,  Ballantine 
and  others,  make  reference  to  cases  of  this 
kind. 
The  purest  minded  man  may  hf  ve  these 

emissions  as  the  result  of  a  broken  dowu 
nervous  or  digestive  system,  or  the  seminal 
fluid  may  be  so  collected  within  the  vesiculae 
seminales  as  to  cause  undue  distension  and 

congestion,  and  hence  a  nocturnal1  emission 
results.  Indeed,  a  man  who  completely  ab- 

stains from  all  sexual  intercourse  will  be 
likely,  even  in  the  most  perfect  health,  to 
have  an  emission  once  a  month. 

It  is  well  for  a  patient  who  suffers  from  an 
affection  of  this  kind,  to  make  a  light 
supper;  and  he  should  see  that  the  bladder 
was  well  emptied  before  retiring,  as  well  as 
promptly  voiding  the  urine  that  collects  dur- 

ing the  night,  so  soon  as  he  is  made  awa^e  of 
its  presence.  All  errors  of  secretion  and  di- 

gestion should  be  corrected ;  and  if  morbid 
sensibility  of  the  urethra  exists,  it  should  be 
injected  with  a  so  ution  consisting  of  three 
grains  of  the  acetate  of  lead  to  an  ounce  of 
water.  If  the  undue  sensibility  exists  at  the 
outlets  of  the  seminal  due's  in  the  prostatic 
urethra,  cauterize  them,  using  for  the  purpose 
the  operator's  urethral  paste-caustique.  A 
sound  waiintroduced  into  the  patient's  urethra, 
but  no  undue  sensibility  was  excited.  He  has 
some  dyspepsia.  His  emissions  generally  occur 
in  the  morning,  about"  the  time  of  the  crow- 

ing of  the  cock."  This  patient  was  ordered 
to  dash  cold  water  against  his  genital  appara- 
ratus  before  getting  into  bed  ;  to  sleep  upon 
a  mattrass,  and  to  take  internally 

R.      Elix.  cinchona?  calis.  ̂ jss. 
Acid  nitricum  dij.,  gti.viij. 
Strychnia3  sulph.,         gr.1-16.  M. 

S.— Take  the  above  quantity  three  times daily. 
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Also : 
K.    Morphias  sulphatis,  gr-t* 

Cocoa  butter,  q.  s. 
Ft.  in  suppository,  j.  _  M. 
S. — Introduce  into  the  bowel  at  bed-time. 

Also : 

R.    Liq.  plumbi  subacetatis, 
Aqua?,  ^x.  M. 

S. — Inject  into  the  urethra  twice  in  the  24 
hours. 

Amputation  of  the  Stinger. 

Francis  Balph,  set.  30  years,  a  carpenter, 
cut  his  middle  fiuger  at  the  first  phalangeal 
articulation  with  a  hatchet.  It  is  now  anchy- 
losed  at  a  right  anffle,  and  decidedly  inter- 

feres with  the  use  of  his  hand.  The  anchylo- 
sis is  undoubtedly  long,  and  there  can  be  no 

such  thing  as  straightening  thi*  finger  by  sub- 
cutaneous division  of  the  tendon.  The  only 

thing  here1  is  amputation,  and  this  was  per- 
formed while  the  patient  was  under  the  influ- 

ence of  chloroform,  at  the  metacarpophalan- 
geal articulation,  the  oval  method  being  fol- 

lowed. 

The  amputated  finger  was  given  to  Mr. 
"West,  one  of  the  members  of  the  cla-s  for  dis- section. This  gentleman,  by  skilfulwork,  made 
a  valuable  preparation  of  it,  showing  clearly 
that  all  joint  structure  at  the  seat  of  injury  was 
totally  destroyed,  the  parts  being  firmly 
united  by  bony  union.  The  distal  articulation, 
however,  retained  its  integrity. 

Destructive  Specific  Inflammation  of  both  Eyes. 
A  gentleman,  eet.  60  years,  a  native  of  the 

interior  of  the  State,  has  an  affection  of  both 
eyes  of  a  most  unpromising  and  unfavorable 
character.  If,  in  our  own  persons,  we  apply 
a  finger  upon  the  upper  eyelid,  to  the  ball  of 
the  eye,  we  find  quite  a  degree  of  resistance, 
greater  than  would  be  supposed  were  this 
method  umried.  When  the  eye,  however,  is 
diseased,  accompanied  by  partial  destruction, 
or  absorption  of  its  humors,  we  will  find  this 
density  or  consistence  of  the  eye  greatly  di- 

minished, the  want  of  resistance  in  both  these 
eyes,  upon  pressure,  being  strikingly  apparent. 
This  inflammation  was  brought  about  by  wet 
and  exposure,  the  eyes  having  previously 
suffered  in  a  result  of  early  indiscretion. 
Examination  reveals  the  cornea  flattened 

and  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  iris ; 
the  pupil  is  closed  with  lymph  in  a  state  of 
organization,  and  total  blindness  is  the  result. 
There  is  no  pain  in  the  eye.  In  the  opposite 
eye  the  consistence  is  comparatively  good, 
but  the  pupil  is  almost  completely  closed,  the 
patient  being  able  to  discern  light  but  not 
objects. 
Beyond  all  question  there  is  in  the  interior 

of  these  eyes  such  changes  as  would  cause 
loss  of  vision,  even  if  what  was  external  and 
apparent  could  be  remedied  by  an  operation. 
Nothing,  therefore,  in  the  way  of  an  oper- 

ation, will  be  done  for  this  patient. 

ALBANY  HOSPITAL. 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Prol.  J.  H.  Aemsbt. 

[reported  by  t.  d.  crothers,  m.  d.] 
Disease  of  the  Maxillary  Antrum. 

This  man  was  taken  with  a  severe  pain 
under  the  right  eye.  Soon  after  a  discharge 
came  on  from  the  right  nostril,  very  offensive. 
This  continued  until  he  came  under  my 
charge,  a  month  ago.  A  careful  examination 
convinced  me  that  this  was  a  collection  of 
fluid  in  the  antrum.  The  anterior  wall  was 
thiu,  and  glided  with  a  parchment  like  crepi- 

tation, on  pressure.  I  perforated  above  the 
first  bicuspid;  no  matter  escaped;  then  I 
introduced  the  small  nozzle  of  a  syringe,  and 
threw  in  warm  water,  which  flowed  out  freely 
at  the  nose,  bringing  away  a  large  quautity 
of  most  offensive  muco-purulent  matter, 
slightly  tinned  with  blood.  I  am  now  inject- 

ing the  cavity  daily  with  a  solution  of  water 
and  carbolic  acid,  of  the  strength  of  five 
grains  to  the  ounce  of  water.  This  discharge 
has  ceased,  and  the  improvement  is  rapid. 
I  have  told  you  the  antrum  may  be  the  seat 
of  fluid  or  solid  collections ;  that  the  solid 
growth  may  be  simple  or  malignant;  if  it 
is  fluid,  and  the  opening  with  the  nose  closed, 
the  walls  of  the  antrum  will  bulge  out  in  one 
or  more  directions  and  the  cavity  be  enlarged  ; 
if  upward,  it  encroaches  on  the  orbit;  if  in- 

ward, it  closes  the  nostril ;  if  downward,  it  de- 
presses the  roof  of  the  mouth.  When  there 

is  no  bulging  or  deformity  the  matter  flows 
through  the  opening  into  the  nose.  The  dis- 

charge is  greater  and  more  offensive  in  the 
morning.  The  fluid  above  the  opening  flows 
out  during  the  recumbent  posture,  but  a  large 
quantity  remains  below  this  opening  and 
finally  becomes  putrid.  His  general  health  is 
good,  and  the  local  treatment  will  be  con- 

tinued, with  an  occasional  tent  in  the  perfora- 
tion in  the  mouth,  to  keep  it  open  for  injec- 

tion. 
Calculus  in  the  Female. 

This  lady  has  suffered  from  pain  and  un- 
easiness, with  some  discharge  of  granular 

matter  from  the  bladder,  for  several  years. 
She  has  been  treated  for  chronic  catarrh  and 
other  diseases  without  benefit.  The  history  and 
symptoms  of  the  case  led  me  to  suspect  cal- 

culus. On  examination  I  found  a  large  stone 
that  gave  a  dull  sound  to  the  instrument. 
The  urine  was  found  to  contain  phosphates  in 
abundance.  After  dilating  the  urethra  a  few 
times,  I  introduced  Thompson's  lithotrite and  seized  the  stone  without  difficulty.  It 
crushed  easily.  The  bladder  was  washed  out 
and  a  large  amount  of  debris  came  away.  The 
patient  was  directed  to  remain  quiet  on  her 
back  and  make  no  efforts  to  urinate,  but  re- 

tain the  urine  as  long  as  possible,  then  pass 
it  in  a  horizontal  position.  Mr.  Thompson 
thinks  that  the  fragments  become  water-worn 
and  smoother  by  remaining  in  the  urine  as 
long  as  possible  after  the  crushing. 
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On  this  principle  I  waited  after  the  crush- 

ins:  some  twenty  minutes  before  I  allowed 
any  effort  to  pass  the  debris  from  the  bladder ; 
with  a  sound  I  am  satisfied  that  no  fragments 
remain,  and  the  bladder  seems  healthy.  I 
have  washed  it  with  a  solution  of  chlorate  of 
potash  and  carbolic  acid  The  recovery  is 
complete  aud  unusually  rapid,  and  she  has 
gained  twenty-five  pouuds  in  a  few  months 
since  the  operation. 

Hydrocele. 

Tlr's  patient  received  an  injury  in  the  scro- tum, resulting  iu  severe  inflammation.  When 
it  subsided  there  was  a  collection  of  fluid  in 
the  vaginal  tunic  of  unusual  appearance. 
The  fluid  was  behind,  forming  a  tumor  of 
quadrangular  sh»pe,  with  the  testicle  on  the 
upner  and  anterior  part  very  prominent.  I 
delected  fluid;  punctured  and  drew  of  twelve 
ounces  or  more.  It  soon  filled  up  and  re- 

quired another  tapping. ' He  fomes  now  determined  to  have  a  radical 
cure  if  possible.  I  shall  rap  with  this  thocar, 
and  a*te.r  the  fluid  is  drawn  off,  introduce  this 
pencil  through  the  canula,  and  paint  the  inte- 

rior of  the  sac  with  tincture  of  iodine,  which, 
I  trust,  will  cause  sufficient  inflammation  to 
close  up  by  adhesion  the  cavitv  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis.  [The  operation  was  performed 
and  ten  ounces  of  clear  fluid  removed.]  You 
will  distinguish  hydrocele  by  its  slow  growth, 
from  oelow  upward ;  its  pyriform  shape ;  its 
fluctuation  and  transparency  when  the  sac  is 
thin,  and  the  absence  of  impulse  or  coughing. 
The  tumor  is  painless  and  indolent;  the  skin 
natural ;  there  is  a  dragging  weight  in  the 
loins.  Always,  when  in  doubt,  take  your  pa- 

tient in  a  dark  room,  place  a  strong  light  be- 
yond the  tumor,  when  its  transparency  will 

be  evident.  If  the  sac  is  very  thick  the  trans- 
parency and  fluctuation  will  be  obscure. 

Study  the  diagnosis  closely  in  these  cases,  for, 
not  unfrequently,  able  surgeons  have  been 
mistaken. 

Urinary  Calculus. 
Here  is  another  case,  in  a  boy  17  years  old. 

He  has  been  under  treatment  over  two  months 
for  catarrh  ot  the  bladder,  without  any  relief. 
I  examined  him  this  morning  and  detected  a 
stone  in  the  bladder.  There  is  much  irrita- 

tion and  general  nervous  prostration  present. 
I  shall  order  injections  of  chlorate  of  potash, 
warm  water  and  dilute  ca>bolic  acid  into  the 
bladder  to  allay  this  irritation.  This,  with  Do- 

ver's powder  at  night,  and  the  usual  support- ing ireatment,  will  so  far  improve  his  general 
health  that  I  hope  soon  to  attempt  the  opera- 

tion of  crushing,  which  I  think  will  succeed 
in  his  case. 

Vescical— Calculus. 

This  man,  G8  years  of  age,  came  to  my  of- 
fice three  years  ago  with  this  history:  He 

had  suffered  five  or  six  years  from  disease  of 
the  bladder  ;  passed  bloody  urine  and  pus,  and 
had  great  pain  in  the  glanspeni*  and  perineum. 
Various  remedies  were  used  with  no  relief. 

His  health  was  much  impaired,  ansernic  and 
emaliated,  with  bleeding  hemorrhoids,  and 
extreme  mental  anxiety.  I  found  a  large 
phosphatic  calculus,  measuring  over  an  inch 
(in  the  lithotrite),  in  his  bladder.  Here,  if 
I  wished  to  determine  the  presence  of  another 
stone,  by  grasping  this  one  and  moving  it 
from  side  "to  side,  the  concussion,  if  it  came  in contact  with  a  stone,  would  be  audible.  In 
this  way  I  have  determined  the  presence  of 
two  or  more  calculi.  In  this  case  the  stone 
was  large  and  rough,  requiring  five  different 
sittings  to  reduce  it  to  fragments  that  would 
pass  the  urethra.  He  returned  home  appar- 

ently cured  A  few  months  after  he  returned, 
and  since  then  he  has  had  repeated  attacks  of 
inflammation  of  the  bladder  and  hemorrhage. 
The  prostate  is  greatly  enlarged  and  diseased, 
and  there  seems  to  be  a  tendency  to  frequent 
acute  attacks  of  inflammation.  I  gave  him  sweet 
cream,  cod  liver  oil,  tonics  and  stimulants,  as 
the  present  symptoms  indicate.  I  have  re- 

peatedly assured  myselt  that  no  calculi  is  pres- 
ent. Tor  the  last  year  there  has  been  im- 

provement in  all  his  symptoms,  and  general 
health,  and  I  hope  he  may  recover. 

Medical  Societies, 

TOMPKIXS  COUXTY  (NEW  YORK) 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

(reported  by  m.  m.  brown,  m.  d.) 

This  society  held  its  annual  meeting  at  the 
Clinton  House  Hotel,  Ithaca,  N.w  York, 
Thursday,  October  25,  1871. 
Members  present:  Drs.  Fitch  and  Briggs, 

of  Dryden  ;  Dr.  Moe,  of  Groton  ;  Drs  Brown 
Peck,  Sackett  and  Wheeler,  of  Ithaca  ;  Drs. 
Lewis  and  Farrington,  of  Trumansburg;  Dr. 
White,  of  Trumbull's  Corners ;  Drs.  Carrier 
and  Seabring,  of  Newfield. 

In  the  absent  of  the  President,  Dr.  Chase, 
of  Jacksonville,  Dr.  Moe,  of  G-roton,  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  chair  pro  tern. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 
Dr.  H.  C.  Hendrick,  ol  Cortland  County 

Medical  Society,  and  Prof.  Hyde,  of  the  Ge- 
neva Medical  College,  were  then  introduced  to 

the  society. 
The  Treasurer,  Dr.  Lewis,  reported  that 

some  ($40)  fortv  dollars,  deposited  by  him  in 
the  Trumansburg  Bank,  had  been  lost  by 
failure  of  said  moneyed  institution.  It  was  re- 

solved and  parsed  that  the  treasurer  be  ab- 
solved from  all  obligation  pertaining  to  said 

loss. 
After  other  preliminary  proceedings,  such 

as  election  of  new  members,  etc..  Dr.  White 
read  the  history  of  a  very  interesting  case  of 
aneurism. 

The  subject  of  the  doctor's  remarks  was  a 
man  some  forty  years  of  age,  who  had  served 
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his  country  as  a  soldier  on  ship-board,  where 
he  sustained  an  injury  by  falling  several  feet, 
striking  upon  the  deck  of  the  steamer. 

From  the  date  of  this  injury  the  patient 
complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  lefc 
groin  and  hypogastrium.  He  lost  his  desire 
for  food,  and  gr^w  very  thin  in  fl  sh. .  He  con- 

sulted several  celebrated  physicians  and  sur- 
geons in  New  York,  and  received  no  benefit. 

The  pain  still  continued,  and  in  the  region 
of  the  pain  tumefaction  presented  itself. 
About  two  years  of  constant  suffering 

brought  the  patient  down  to  his  bed.  A  coun- 
cil of  doctors  was  called  oy  Dr.  White  and 

the  friends  of  the  patient.  The  groin,  and 
even  the  left  hypogastrium,  was  found  to  be 
immensely  swollen,  and  the  integument  very 
red  and  shining.  Palpation  proved  conclu- 

sively fl  actuation. 
Dr.  Farrington  auscultated  the  tumefied 

parts,  and  claimed  that  he  detected  the  char- 
acteristic b>uit  of  aneurism,  he  being  the  only 

physician  that  ever  stated  such  an  opinion. 
There  were  physicians  who  advocated  open- 

ing the  swelling,  giving  it  as  their  opinion 
that  pus  existed  there.  Nothing  but  palliative 
treatment  was  recommended  by  the  council. 
The  patient  consumed  morphia  in  abundance, 
to  allay  the  intense  pain,  taking  even  as  many 
as  five  grains  in  twenty-four  hours.  In  a  few 
weeks  afcer  the  consultation  the  sufferer  suc- 

cumbed. , 
A  post-mortem  examination  sustained  Dr. 

Farrington's  opinion  :  an  immense  tumor  was 
found  corresponding  with  the  external  en- 

largement. A  very  large  aneurism  of  the  ab- 
dominal aorta,  containing  some  three  pints  of 

blood,  was  removed.  Surrounding  said  arte- 
rial tumor  was  a  great  sac  filled  with  a  pecu- 
liar liquid,  not  unlike  bloody  pus.  This  pe- 

culiarity, no  doubt,  very  much  obscured  the 
diagnosis. 
The  question  was  raised  by  the  society, 

whether  it  is  usual  for  such  iuteuse  pain  to 
accompany  aneurism,  and  Prof  Hyde  was 
called  upon  to  give  his  opinion.  The  profes- 

sor said  that  aortic  aneurism  was  often  quite 
difficult  of  diagnosis,  and  he  believed,  as  a 
general  rule,  but  little  pain  ace  mpanied  these 
tumors  when  existing  within  the  cavity  of  the 
thorax  or  abdomen.  The  case  presented  by 
Dr.  White  was  one  of  great  interest,  owing  in 
part  to  its  history  and  complications. 

A  compliment  and  vote  of  thanks  was  here 
paid  to  Dr.  Brown  and  his  lady  for  providing 
a  dinner  for  the  society. 

Dr.  A.  Patterson  (  not  a  member.)  was  pre- 
sent, and  by  invitation  made  the  following  re- 

marks :  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  quackery 
in  all  its  forms.  I  am  aware  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  wrong  resulting  from  counseling  with 
charlatans  and  mountebanks.  He  signified 
his  disgust  for  the  homeopathic  system  of 
medicine,  nevertheless  he  had  consented  to 
visit  families  latterly  where  homeopathic  doc- 

tors were  in  attendance  upon  patients;  but 

he  never  compromised  the  regular  profession 
one  iota  on  such  occasions.  He  knew  nothing 
of  little  pills,  nor  did  he  believe  the  medicine 
used  by  such  quacks  had  any  efficacy  what- ever. 

Dr.  Patterson  has  practiced  medieine  for 
fifty  years  ar>d  upward,  and  is  still  able  to  go 
about  among  the  sick  during  the  day.  Hp  has 
been  censured  by  the  meeting  for  consulting 
with  irregular  practitioners,  and  bv  invitation 
visited  our  society,  and  explained,  as  above 
stated,  how  far  be  fellowshiped  and  counte- 

nanced homeopathy.  He  stated  that  be  had 
been  called  to  treat  five  ladies,  with  puerperal 
convulsions,  within  the  past  few  yenrs,  four 
of  them  in  Ithaca,  and  one  in  Cortland  count  v. 
They  were  all  under  homeopathic  treatment; 
all  having  had  tincture  of  aconite  administered 
to  them.  He  had  formed  an  opinion  or  hy- 

pothesis, based  on  the  testimony  of  Dr  Salis- 
bury, Analytical  Chemist  for  the  State  of 

New  York,  in  the  year  1853,  that  aconite  pro- 
duces congestion  of  the  uterus,  and  hyperes- 

thesia of  the  nervous  pVxus  connected  with 
the  womb,  and  that  reflex  action  consequent 
upon  said  irritation  was  the  cause  of  these 
cases  of  puerperal  eclampsia.  D~.  Salisbury 
was  employed  to  analvze  a  stomach  of  a  lady 
who  was  supposed  to  have  died  from  poison, 
administered  by  her  husband.  The  chemist 
found  aconite  in  the  stomach, and  also  a  highly 
congested  state  of  the  uteres  and  its  append- 
adges  He  testified  that  he  believed  aconite 
given  in  more  than  one  drop  doses  would  pro- 

duce serious  uterine  irritation,  if  continued 
any  great  length  of  time,  in  many  cases. 

It  is  a  fact  that  immense  quantities  of  this 
poison  is  dealt  ouf.  annually  by  all  classes  of 
physicians,  and  we  have  no  doubt  many  times 
it  does  injury  to  those  to  whom  it  is  adminis- 
tered. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Brown  gave  the  particulars  of  a 
severe  case  of  gunshot  wound,  ninety-three 
duck  shot  having  been  driven  into  the  wrist, 
with  wads,  powder  and  ga*,  the  muzzle  of  the 
gun  resting  against  the  flexor  tendons  of  the 
radial  side  of  the  forearm.  The  contents  were 
driven  up  along  the  bones  to  the  elbow  joint, 
completely  riddling  several  muscles,  and  burst- 

ing the  integument  and  fascia,  a  distance  of  six 
inches.  By  applying  carbolic  acLi  washes 
and  chlor;alum  solution,  the  sloughing  was 
prevented  in  a  great  measure  and  the  arm 
saved,  though  it  is  partially  anchylosed  at  the 
elbow  joint.* 

A  new  constitution  and  fee  bill  was  adopted 
by  the  Society. 

The  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are  Dr. 
Moe,  President ;  J.  D.  Lewis,  Vice  President ; 
S.  P.  Sackett, Secretary  ;  M.  M.  Brown,  Treas- 

urer ;  S.  H.  Peck,  Librarian  ;  Censor*,  Drs. 
Wheeler,  White,  Fitch,  Davis  and  Farring- 

ton ;  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, Drs.  Moe  and  Peck. 

*Tke  joint  was  filled  with  shot. 
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The  Manufacture  of  Sugar  from  Beet  Root. 
The  Journal  of  Applied  Chemistry,  August 

1871,  says  in  reference  to  sugar  : 
This  indispensable  article  of  consumption 

is  too  necessary  to  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  people  to  depend  tor  its  production  en- 

tirely <^n  that  part  of  the  realm,  the  climate 
of  which  admits  of  the  growth  of  the  sugar- cane. There  are  seasons  when  the  shortness 
of  the  crop,  from  any  cause  whatever,  so  far 
affects  the  price,  that  many  branches  of  indus- 

try suffer  in  consequence,  a  great  diminution 
in  household  comfort  is  experienced  by  the 
scarcity  of  an  article  necessary  to  render 
many  varieties  of  food  palatable,  or  even  eat- 
able. 
We  learn  from  the  California  Farmer,  that 

the  Alvarado  Sugar  Co.  bids  fair  to  be  suc- 
cessful in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  the 

"  beet  root having  been  in  operation  only  a 
few  months,  they  have  consumed  about  3,000 
tons  of  beets,  and  made  half  a  million  pounds 
of  sugar.  California  has  the  advantage  of 
other  countries,  on  account  of  the  immense 
yield  of  all  its  vegetable  productions,  but 
whether  the  beets  raised  there  will  yield  an 
equal  amount  of  saccharine  matter  pound  for 
pound  with  those  raised  on  the  Atlantic  slope, 
has  not  yet  been  made  a  matter  of  careful  ex- 
periment. 

Besides  the  advantages  resulting  from 
having  cheap  sugar,  eventually  a  large 
amount  of  the  money  which  goes  to  pay  for 
that  imported  could  be  kept  at  home.  The 
facilities  afforded  by  this  manufacture  for  in- 

creasing the  number  of  cattle  which  can  be 
kept  in  those  districts  where  it  would  be 
carried  on,  is  a  matter,  the  importance  of 
which  is  of  the  highest  consideration.  It  is 
stated  that  "  in  one  district  of  France  the  in- 

troduction of  beet  culture  has  increased  the 
Dumber  of  oxen  from  700  to  11,500."  With 
the  facilities  of  increasing  the  number  of  cattle 
kept  we  would  have  cheaper  meat  and  cheaper 
hides,  and,  consequently,  a  diminution  of  the 
prices  of  all  those  necessary  articles  of  con- 

sumption in  which  leather  forms  so  important 
a  p  trt. 
Experiments  were  made  last  year  at  the 

Massachusetts  Agricultural  College  Farm,  by 
Professor  Goessman,  in  the  matte**  of  culti- 

vating the  beet  and  determining  the  per  cent- 
age  of  sugar  contained  in  the  juice,  with  very 
satisfactory  results.  The  people  of  Massa- 

chusetts should  be  among  the  first  to  intro- 
duce this  new  branch  of  manufacture,  in  whose 

State  the  agricultural  interest  is  said  to  be  on 
the  decline.   They  have  the  soil  favorable  for 

the  production  of  this  root,  and  their  skill  in 
adapting  all  kinds  of  machinery  to  the  purpose 
required  is  proverbial. 

The  Commercial  Culture  of  Hops  in  the  United States 

Mr.  Emmet  Kannal  says,  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Pharmacy  for  June,  1871,  on  this 
subject : The  vines  are  trained  to  twine  around 
poles  with  the  sun,  by  tying  them  on  with 
strings.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  where 
they  are  very  extensively  cultivated,  great 
care  is  taken.  A  piece  of  high  and  dry 
ground  is  selected,  and  men  attend  to  the 
setting  out,  training,  trimming,  picking  and 
drying,  at  the  proper  time.  Hop  vines  are 
generally  set  out  during  the  spring  months, 
and  bear  a  crop  of  hops  the  same  year.  The 
usual  time  for  gathering  comes  about  Sep- 

tember 1st,  before  any  frost  has  appeared, 
which  very  much  deteriorates  them.  To  de- 

termine when  they  have  come  to  maturitv, 
and  are  ready  to  pick,  is  designated  by  the 
condition  of  the  strobiles  and  the  general  ap- 

pearance of  the  seed,  which  should  be  of  a 
dark  brown  color  and  hard;  the  scales  then 
commence  to  loosen,  and  when  at  this  stage 
the  strobiles  should  be  collected.  They  are 
then  dried,  which  is  best  done  by  artificial 
heat,  great  care  being  requisite  not  to  apply 
too  much  heat,  which  would  drive  off  the 
volatile  principle,  and  render  the  hop  unfit 
for  market,  through  the  loss  of  their  lupulin 
in  packing. . 
The  total  product  of  hops  in  the  United 

States  in  1850,  was  little  more  than  three  mil- 
lions pounds ;  while  in  1860,  it  had  increased 

to  nearly  eleven  millions  pounds,  and  of  this 
amount  the  State  of  New  York  produced  nine 
millions  pounds.  In  the  year  1861,  about 
eight  million  pounds  were  exported. 

Hops,  when  packed  iu  bales,  are  sometimes 
adulterated,  the  outside  consisting  of  good 
hops,  while  the  interior  is  filled  with  hops  de- 

prived of  the  lupulin,  and  sprinkled  over  with 
lycopodium  and  powdered  rosin  to  hide  the 
fraud. 

I  have  obtained  from  one  pound  of  fair 
commercial  hops,  li  oz.  lupulin  ;  from  a  pound 
of  fresh  New  York  hops  1  oz.,  and  from  fresh 
Philadelphia  hops  |oz.,  averaging  1  oz  from 
the  pound,  or  6i  per  cent.  The  smaller  yield 
in  the  last  two  cases  was  due  to  the  fresh  con- 

dition of  hops. 

Is  Puerperal  Fever  Contagious? 
This  is  discussed  by  W.  W.  Yinnedoe,  M. 

D.,  formerly  resident  physician  in  the  Cincin- 
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nati  Hospital,  in  the]'  American  Practitioner. 
Be  says : 

The  question  of  the  presence  of  contagion 
in  puerperal  fever  is  old  as  well  as  important. 
Opinions  of  leading  medical  men  are  at  vari- 

ance on  this  subject,  and  not  less  so  now  than 
formerly.  Anything  then  in  the  way  of  ex- 

perience and  observation  will,  I  believe,  be 
acceptable,  the  attention  of  your  readers  hav- 

ing recently  been  called  to  the  subject  by  the 
excellent  general  article  in  the  Inst  number 
of  the  Practitioner.  I  believe  experience  in 
the  Cincinnati  Hospital  through  two  separate 
epidemic  attacks  supports  the  doctrine  of  con- 

tagion, and  it  is  to  the  course  of  the  disease 
during  these  attacks  that  I  desire  to  call  at- 
tention. 

Puerperal  fever  first  appeared  in  the  hospi- 
tal during  the  month  of  January,  1869.  At 

that  time  the  building  had  been  occupied  but 
a  few  months,  and  eveu  then  only  a  portion 
of  it  was  completed — the  south  pavilions. 
At  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  the  lying-in- 
room  occupied  the  third  floor,  Central  avenue 
side.,  and  was  immediately  above  the  male 
medical  ward  on  the  second  floor,  and  the 
male  surgical  ward  on  the  first  floor.  During 
the  time  the  disease  prevailed  several  cases 
were  reported — I  do  not  now  remember  how 
many — and  two  deaths  occurred.  Soon  after 
the  disease  manifested  itself  it  was  discovered 
that  the  ventilation,  which  was  new  and  had 
not  been  thoroughly  tested,  was  faulty,  and 
that  foul  air  from  the  medical  and  surgical 
wards,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  passed  into 
the  obstetric  ward.  As  soon  as  this  was  as- 

certained it  was  remedied,  the  patients  moved 
to  another  portion  of  the  house,  and  the  dis- 

ease ceased  to  exist.  I  may  also  say  that  at 
the  time  several  cases  of  erysipelas,  one  of 
pyaemia,  one  of  gangrene,  and  one  of  pyaemia 
following  an  operation  for  stone,  existed  in 
the  surgical  ward  below.  This  was  the  expla- 

nation of  the  origin  of  the  outbreak. 
The  disease  appeared  a  second  time  in  the 

obstetric  ward,  on  the  last  day  of  October, 
1869,  attacking  a  primipara  with  chill  four 
days  after  delivery.  During  the  time  of  her 
attack— one  month— seven  well-defined  cases 
were  treated.   No  deaths  occurred. 

At  this  time  the  obstetric  ward  occupied 
the  second  floor,  and  was  immediately  above 
the  female  medical  ward.  As  the  disease 
manifested  itself,  it  was  ascertained  that  a  se- 

vere case  of  erysipelas  had  been  treated  in 
the  ward  last  named.  It  was  also  known  that 
the  ventilation  in  the  female  medical  ward 
was  defective,  and  I  remember  that  it  was 
charged  that  it  was  the  only  ward  in  the  house 
where  ventilation  failed  to  approach  satisfac- 

tion. Whatever  the  origin  of  the  disease, 
once  it  was  established,  it  attacked  every  wo- 

man delivered,  and  passed  iuto  the  lying-in 
ward  notwithstanding  the  efforts  made  to  pre- 

vent it  by  window  ventilation,  the  liberal  use 
of  disinfectants,  and  perfect  cleanliness.  Fi- 

nally the  women  not  already  confined  were 

removed  to  another  part  of  the  house  into  an 
unoccupied  pavilion,  the  puerperal  patients 
being  left  where  they  were  taken  ill.  Sepa- 

rate house  physicians  and  nurses  were  as- 
signed to  the  wards,  and  the  disease  disap- 

peared. Since  I  have  referred  to  the  influence  of 
surgical  air  upon  lying-in  patients, I  may  give 
another  instance  having  a  bearing  in  the 
same  direction — a  slight  one,  it  is  true,  but 
still  noticeable.  Late  in  the  year,  during  the 
service  of  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright,  it  was  noticed 
that  patients  in  the  lying-in  pay  ward  recov- 

ered from  their  confinements  slowly,  and  that 
red  tongue  and  frequent  pulse  were  not  un- 

common. The  explanation,  it  seemed  to  me, 
was  to  be  found  in  the  female  surgical  ward 
being  on  the  floor  immediately  below. 

Cases  Treated  with  Chloral. 
Dr.  T.  More  Madden,  of  Dublin,  has  in 

the  Journal  of  Materia  Medica  some  illustra- 
tive cases  of  the  use  of  this  drug,  some  of 

which  we  extract. 
Odontalgia. 

E.  McD.,  set.  thirty,  a  woman  two  days  pre- 
viously confined  of  her  sixth  child,  was  m 

great  pain  from  violent  toothache,  which  pre- 
vented her  from  sleeping  since  her  confine- 
ment. She  was  in  semi  febrile  condition  from 

the  pain,  her  pulse  about  100.  I  gave  her 
15  grs.  of  chloral  in  draught ;  this  gave  her 
immediate  ease,  and  within  a  few  minutes 
produced  sleep,  which  lasted  for  three  hours. 
She  awoke  talking  incoherently  for  a  few  mo- 

ments, but  continued  free  from  pain. 
Insomnia  with  Threatened  Puerperal  Mania. 
March  30,  a  woman,  set.  about  forty,  un- 

married, was  delivered  of  her  second  child 
after  a  natural  laoor,  at  10  A.  M.  She  was  in 
great  distress  of  mind ;  did  not  sleep  for  three 
nights ;  talked  wildly ;  got  out  of  bed  and  in- 

sisted on  going  home  the  day  after  her  con- 
finement ;  manifested  an  aversion  to  the  child. 

On  the  evening  of  April  2,  she  took  20  grs. 
of  chloral,  and  half  an  hour  after  fell  asleep, 
and  slept  for  the  first  night  since  her  admis- 

sion into  hospital,  three  days  before  delivery. 
Next  morning  she  was  much  better. 

Insomnia. 

February  28. — A.  G.  aet.  twenty-six,  suffer- 
ing from  debility  after  confinement  and  hem- 

orrhoids. A  very  nervous,  excitable  woman, 
unmarried,  in  a  very  despondent  frame  of 
mind.  On  the  night  of  the  25th  and  26th  slept 
very  poorly,  last  night  did  not  sleep  at  all. 
When  she  drowses  is  awakened  by  fearful 
dreams ;  manner  abrupt  and  peculiar ;  appears 
not  far  from  being  insane  ;  tongue  dry  and 
covered  with  white  fur;  pulse  104;  counte- 

nance pale  and  anxious ;  complains  of  great 
headache  and  palpitation. 

R.    Chloral  nydratis,  gj. 
Tinct.  valerians  aminoniat,  3  iij. 
Iufusi  valeriame,  sjvj.  M. 

S.—  25 i.  every  two  hours. 
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March  1st.— After  taking  the  second  dose  of 

the  mixture,  sb.fi  went  to  sleep  ;  passed  a  good 
night,  and  awoke  decHedly  better.  This  medi 
cine  was  then  continued  for  some  days  with 
marked  benefit. 

Delirium  Tremens. 

February  10th. — I  was  sent  for  to  see  a 
young  uiau  who  had  been  drinking  hard  for 
several  days,  but  had  stopped  drinking  three 
days  ago,  and  did  not  sleep  since.  He  was  in 
a  state  oi  great  nervous  excitement ;  his  face 
pale  and  anxious  ;  skin  cool  and  moist ;  pulse 
quick,  small  and  compressible  ;  tongue  furred 
and  tremulous.  His  wife  informed  me  that 
she,  her  servant  and  two  friends,  had  passed 
the  last  couple  of  nights  keeping  him  in  bed, 
from  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  escape. 
He  had  taken  no  nourishment  whatever  for 
three  days;  complains  of  great  thirst,  which 
he  had  been  striving  to  slake  by  copious 
draughts  of  cold  wattr,  vomited  as  soon  as 
swallowed.  Ordered  milk  and  soda  water  in 
small  quantities,  and  the  following  draught : 

R.    Hydratis  chlorali,  grs.  xxx. 
Potassii  brornidi,         grs.  x*x. 
Aqure  cauiphorse,         3  ii-  M. 

S. — Fiat  haust. 
This  was  given  at  11  P.  M.,  when  his  pulse 

was  106.    In  15  minutes  his  pulse  continued 
as  before ;  in  30  minutes,  pulse  102— fell 
asleep.   He  slept  all  night;  awoke  more  tran- 

quil, and  took  some  soup.   Next  night  he  had 
20  grains  of  chloral ;  slept  well,  and  rapidly 
convalesced. 

Rigidity  of  the  Os  Uteri  During  Labor. 
February  28. — A  primipara,  set.  22,  admit- 

ted in  labor,  has  been  in  labor  since  10  P.  M., 
on  the  26th.  On  the  27th,  at  11  F.  M ,  os  size 
of  a  florin,  thick  and  rigid.  On  28th,  at  8 
P.  M.,  the  os  beiug  still  in  the  same  condition, 
though,  in  the  meantime,  she  had  been  treat- 

ed in  the  ordinary  manner,  by  warm  baths, 
opiates,  and  solution  of  tartar-emetic,  £  re- 

solved to  try  the  effect  of  chloral,  aud  or- 
dered the  following  draught,  which  was  given 

at  8:50  F.  M.,  her  pulse  being  then  100  : 
Hydratis  chlorali,  grs.  xl. 
Mel  despuinat,  zj. 
Aqure  cinnatnomi,  £\. 

S. — Fiat  haust,  statim  sumend.  M. 

At  9  P.  M.— Asleep,  pulse  90.  9:10  P.  M.— 
Asleep,  pulse  88.  9:38  P.  M., — Roused  for  a 
moment,  had  a  pain,  and  settled  down  again. 
10  P.  M  —  Asleep,  not  very  soundly,  was  ex- 

amined; no  chauge  in  the  condition  of  the  os 
uteri.  10:15  P.  M.— Having  been  restless  and 
in  pain  for  the  last  quarter  of  an  hour,  was 
ordered  a  second  draught,  with  20  grains  of 
chloral ;  in  all  one  drachm  in  one  hour  and 
twenty  minutes.  After  taking  draught,  she 
at  once  fell  asleep  again.  11  P.  M.,— Still 
sleeping  soundly.  At  3  A.  M.  she  woke  up, 
and  at  '4:30  A.  M.  she  was  delivered. Besides  the  foregoing,  several  cases  of  ir- 

ritable bladder  are  noted,  wherein, though  this 
drug  produced  no  permanent  improvement, 

yet  its  temporary  beneficial  influence  was 
very  marked,  in  that  it  completely  subdued 
the  irritability  of  the  urinary  mucous  mem- 

branes, and  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  blad- 
der, enabling  patient  to  retain  her  water  for 

several  hours,  and  to  sleep  soundly  at  night, 
during  the  period  of  the  Chloral  Medication. 
A  mixture  containing  10  grains  to  the  dose 
every  hour,  constituted  treatment  in  one  c^se. 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Madden  observes  :  In 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  chloral  al- 

layed nervous  excitement,  relieved  pain,  or 
produced  sleep,  with  great  certaiuty  and  re- 

markable rapidity.  I  have,  moreover,  ob- 
served the  fact  that  the  sleep  produced  by 

chloral  more  closely  resembles  natural  sleep 
than  that  induced  by  opium,  or  any  other 
narcotics;  the  patients  were  generally  free 
from  any  unpleasant  after-effects,  such  as 
those  produced  by  opiates,  and  informed  me 
that  tney  had  slept  pleasantly,  as  weli  as 
soundly,  and  awoke  refreshed  by  their  night's 

repose." Orchitis  as  a  Eesult  of  Catheterizat  on. 
The  annexed  case  was  reported  at  a  late 

meeting  of  the  Clinico  Pathological  Society  of 
Washington,  and  published  in  the  National 
Medical  Journal. 

April  18,  1870.— Dr.  William  B.  Drinkard stated  the  following : 
Mr.  C  ,  a  young  man  of  vigorous  frame  and 

apparentlv  perfectly  healthy,  consulted  me, 
on  the  18th  of  March  last,  with  a  view  to 
treatment  for  spermatorrhoea,  wi  h  which  he 
believed  himself  to  have  been  affected  for 
seven  or  eight  years  past.  From  the  facts 
elicited  by  inquiring  iuto  his  past  history  and 
present  condition,  however,  I  was  led  to 
believe  that  a  much  more  common  affectiou 
existed — chronic  inflammation  of  the  prostatic 
urethra  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  subse- 

quent examination  of  the  urine  (an  examina- 
tion which  Dr.  W.  W.  Johnston  was  kind 

enough  to  verify)  confirmed  the  opinion  by 
showing  an  abundance  of  pus  globules,  but  no 
spermatozoa,  and  no  epithelium. 

The  urine  being  remarkably  alkaline  in  re- 
action, I  determined  to  make  trial  of  the  ben- 

zoate  of  ammonia,  and  prescribed  it  in  gr.  xv. 
doses  three  times  daily— the  patient  testing 
the  urine  and  noting  the  result  each  day.  On 
the  third  day  of  this  treatment  the  urine  be- 

came acid  in  reaction,  and  the  cloudiness,  no- 
ticed so  long  before  by  the  patient,  was  di- 

minished. At  this  time,  the  patient  called 
my  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  little 
oozing  from  the  meatus  in  the  morning,  which 
he  had  noticed  for  an  indefinite  time  past, 
without  attaching  any  importance  to  it.  I 
had  already  taxed  him  with  having  a  stric- 

ture, which  he  had  denied.  I  now  repeated 
the  inquiry;  he  reaffirmed  his  ignorance  of 
the  existence  of  any  stricture,  present  or  past. 
But  further  questioning  brought  out  the  fact 
that  sometime  after  having  had  an  attack  of 
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gonorrhoea,  in  1861,  he  was  troubled  with  re- 
tention, and  was  forced  to  have  catheteri- 

zation performed.  Once  or  twice  since  then 
he  had  used  the  bougie  himself  in  similar  but 
slighter  instances  of  the  same  trouble.  I 
passed  a  gum-elastic  No.  9  into  the  urethra, 
at  whose  membranous  portion  it  stopped. 
The  patient  informing  me  that,  ]STo.  7  was  the 
one  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  passing.  I 
introduced  No.  6,  which  passed  the  stricture's 
point  easily,  and  without  giving  the  patient 
pain,  while  it  was  perceptibly  overcoming  a 
resistance.  This  was  March  22d.  I  did  not 
see  the  patient  again  until  the  28th,  when  he 
called,  in  great  pain,  with  his  right  testicle 
enormously  swollen,  red  and  terse.  The  epi- 
didymus  and  gland  were  both  involved,  the 
tunica  vaginalis  being  but  slightly  distended 
The  condition  of  the  urine  was  much  the 
same  ;  no  urethral  discharge  apparent ;  no 
sexual  connection  since  commencement  of 
treatment.  I  prescribed  salines  and  anti- 
monials  with  an  evaporating  lotion — enjoin- 

ing complete  rest.  I  saw  the  patient  next 
day,  but,  as  the  result  of  some  misapprehen- 

sion, did  not  see  him  again  until  the  20th  of 
April.  Then,  rinding  the  swelling  still  on 
the  increase,  instead  of  diminishing,  I  applied 
warm  formentations  while  the  patient  was  in 
the  erect  position,  and  freely  punctured  the 
scrotal  veins  and  tunica  vaginalis — continu- 

ing the  warm  formentations  for  an  hour  at  a 
time,  morning  and  evening. 

April  3.— Swelling  rapidly  diminishing; 
patient  much  easier.  Ordered  ung.  hydrag. 
and  extr.  belladonnse  in  equal  parts,  to  be 
rubbed  on  scrotum,  night  aud  morning,  after 
application  of  warm  fomentations. 

April  5. — Resolution  of  the  orchitis  still 
continuing;  patient's  pupils  widely  dilated; 
objects  seen  tolerably  well  at  distance,  but 
accommodations  so  far  lost  in  both  eyes  that 
reading  is  impossible ;  throat  dry  ;  consider- 

able thirst;  but  no  rash,  and  no  fever.  The 
inunctions  were  suspended. 

April  6.— Pupils  contracting;  roughness  of 
throat  less;  general  condition  favorable  and 
testicle  regaining  its  normal  proportions 
as  before.  On  the  8th  of  April,  the  symptoms 
of  atropism  (if  such  they  may  be  called)  had 
entirely  disappeared.  Since  then  the  orchitis 
has  continued  on  the  mend,  although  the 
swelling  has  not  entirely  disappeared. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

James  Campbell,  of  Boston,  announces  as 

ready,  "  Physiological  and  Therapeutical  Ac- 
tion of  the  Bromide  of  Potassium  and  the 

Bromide  of  Ammonium  on  Man  and  Ani- 
mals," in  two  parts.  Part  I.  The  Physiolog- 

ical and  Therapeutical  action  and  value  of  the 

Bromide  of  Potassium  and  its  kindred  Salts  : 

by  Prof.  Edward  H.  Clarke.  Part  II.  Ex- 
periments illustrating  the  Physiological  and 

Therapeutical  action  of  Bromide  of  Potassium 
and  Ammonium  on  Men  and  Animals  :  by 
Robert  Amort,  M.  D. 

He  also  announces  that,  with  the  number 
for  January,  1872,  he  will  enlarge  the 
Gynaecological  Journal  by  sixteen  pages 
each  month,  which  will  be  devoted  to  a  gen- 

eral summary  of  G-y  narcological  literature 
throughout  the  world. 

Messrs.  Truebner  &  Co.,  of  London  have 

published  an  interesting  work  entitled :  Con- 
tributions towards  the  Materia  Medica  and 

Natural  History  of  China,  for  the  use  of  Medi- 
cal Missionaries  and  Native  Medical  Sudents. 

By  E.  Porter  Smith, M.B., Medical  Mission- 
ary in  Central  China.  Imp.  4to.  cloth,  pp.  viii. 

and  240.  This  volume  is  an  important  contri- 
bution to  scientific  literature.  To  all  who  are 

interested  in  the  trade  of  southern  Asia,  and 
to  all  who  make  any  pretensions  to  a  knowl- 

edge of  the  literature  of  drugs,  this  volume 
will  be  indispensable  ;  whilst  European  prac- 

titioners in  India,  and  other  Asiatic  countries, 
will  welcome  it  as  a  useful  supplement  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia  of  India. 

"  The  Mutual  Relations  of  the  Medical  Pro- 

fession, its  Press,  and  the  Community,"  is  the 
title  of  an  address  by  Dr.  Storer,  Jr.,  re- 

printed from  the  Journal  of  the  Gynaecological 
Society.  It  contains  many  useful  suggestions. 
(James  Campbell,  Boston). 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Lectures  on  the  Clinical  Uses  of  Electricity  de- 
livered in  the  University  College  Hospital. 

By  J.  Rttssell  Reynolds,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S. 
Philadelphia  :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1872. 

lvol.,  12(no.,  cloth,  pp.  112.   Price,  $1.50. 
These  lectures  were  printed  in  the  Lancet 

about  a  year  ago,  and  the  demand  for  them 
induced  Dr.  Reynolds  to  publish  them  in 
separate  form. 

The  first  lecture  contains  general  remarks 
on  the  clinical  uses  of  electricity,  its  valua  in 
diagnosis  and  therapeutics.  Tne  second  de- 

scribes the  forms  in  clinical  use,  dividing  them 
into  the  Eranklinic  or  static,  the  Galvanic,  and 
t  x'  radic  or  induced.  The  third  treats  of 
t  .ie  c  uical  effects  of  the  agent  on  the  nerves, 
nuscleto,  -  in,  etc.    The  fo  xnh  discusses  the 
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diagnostic  uses  of  electricity,  especially  in 
reference  to  nervous  disorders.  The  fifth  and 
longest  is  occupied  with  the  therapeutical 
uses  of  the  currents,  the  methods  of  applying 
it.  especially  in  chorea,  and  the  various  forms 
of  paralysis  and  neur  algia. 

As  a  convenient  manu  \  the  work  will  be 

prized  by  all  who  call  to  their  aid  this  potent 
article  of  modern  therapeutics. 

Transact  ons  of  the  M  id  cal  Society  of  the  Stata 

of  Pennsylvania  at  its  Twenty-second  An- 
nual Session,  June,  1871.  Published  by  the 

Society,  Philadelphia,  1871.   pp.  501. 
Among  the  valuable  papers  in  this  volume 

we  mention  a  report  of  six  hundred  cases  of 
diseases  of  the  ear  by  Dr.  Lawrence  Turn- 
bull.   The  abstract  of  treatment  attached 
will  be  found  very  convenient  to  the  general 
practitioner.  Dr.  Benjamin  Lee,  reports  a 
case  of  thyroid  dislocation  of  the  hip-joint  in 
the  second  stage  of  coxalgia,  reduced  by 
manipulation  with  satisfactory  results. 

There  is  a  vtry  respectable  representation 
of  counties  in  the  reports.  That  from  Phila- 

delphia county  is  naturally  the  longest,  and 
contains  a  complete  history  of  an  epidemic  of 
relapsing  fever,  illustrated  by  several  dia- 

grams. Scarlet  fever  seems  to  have  pre  vailed 
extensively  throughout  the  State,  with  the 
Uoual  diversity  of  treatment  and  usual  unsat- 

isfactory results.  Hydrate  of  chloral  is  re- 
ported upon  favorably  by  a  number  of  practi- 

tioners. The  address  of  the  President,  Pro- 
fessor S.  D.  Gross,  is  written  with  his  custom- 

ary ability,  and  is  replete  with  instruction,  as 
well  as  most  entertaining  to  peruse. 

First  Biennial  Poport  of  thj  Stats  Board  of 
Health  of  California,  for  the  years  1870, 1871 . 
Sacramento  :  1871.  pp.  90, 113. 
Every  one  interested  in  the  higher  branches 

of  medical  science  will  welcome  the  forma- 
tion of  official  bodies  whose  duty  is  to  look 

after  the  public  health.    California  has  per- 
formed a  most  creditable  act  in  giving  atten- 

tion thus  early  to  these  vital  questions,  and 
the  selection  of  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Logan,  as 
Permanent  Secretary,  will  insure  excellent results. 
The  present  volume,  it  is  true,  bears  the 

marks  of  haste  and  even  carelessness  in  its 
preparation.  Digested  to  half  its  size,  it 
would  have  been  not  less  valuable  and  much 
more  readable.  The  plan  adopted  in  the  last 
(second)  report  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Board  of  Health  is  an  excellent  model. 
The  vital  statistics  were  obtained  chiefly  by 

Dr.  Logan's  personal  exertions,  and  though 
better  than  none,  do  not  offer  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  comparison.  The  hospital  statis- 

tics were  derived  from  twenty-four  charitable 
institutions  and  the  prisons.  A  number  of 
pages  are  given  to  the  claims  of  Santa  Bar- 

bara, as  a  health  resort,  especially  for  con- 
sumptives. The  facts  furnished  are,  however, 

altogether  too  limited  to  justify  a  definite 

opinion. The  appendix  contains  a  series  of  miscella- 
neous articles  :  One  on  u  Female  Hygiene," 

by  Dr.  Storer,  Jr. ;  two  translated  from  Ger- 
man sources  on  u  Municipal  Regulations''  and 

u  School-room  Diseases  ;"  a  rather  flighty  dis- 
cussion of  the  ''Social  Evil,"  by  Dr.  Ar- 

thur B.  Stout  ;  a  report  on  "  Chinese  Emi- 
gration," by  the  same  writer,  also,  rather 

flighty  and  decidedly  unfavorable  ;  and  finally 
a  draft  of  an  act  for  sanitary  purposes.  As 
an  earnest  of  more  solid  work  in  the  future, 
the  present  report  deserves  a  most  favorable 
reception. 

The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  By  John 

Ashhurst,  Jr.,  M  D.  Illustrated  with  523 
engravings  on  wood.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C. 
Lea,  1871.  1  vol.,  sheep,  8vo.,  pp.  1010. 

Price,  $7.50 ;  cloth,  $6.50. 
Dr.  Ashhurst  is  already  favorably  known 

in  surgical  literature  by  his  edition  of  Erich- 
sen,  and  by  various  contributions  to  current 
publications.  The  present  volume  is  calcu- 

lated to  extend  and  confirm  his  reputation. 
It  is  by  no  means  easy  to  condense  into 

a  volume  of  even  a  thousand  pages  all  the 
surgical  information  which  an  ordinary  prac- 

titioner requires.  But  certainly  Dr.  Ash- 
hurst has  succeeded  as  nearly  in  so  doing 

as  any  of  our  writers.  His  work  includes  chap- 
ters on  anaesthetics,  minor  surgery,  orthopse- 

aic  surgery,  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  and 
of  the  mouth  and  jaws,  as  well  as  the  more 
general  topics  of  inflammation,  amputation, 
fractures,  dislocations,  etc. 

The  two  chapters  on  venereal  disease  are 
able  summaries  of  that  extensive  subject. 
Dr.  Ashhurst  is  a  pronounced  dualist  in  re- 

ference to  syphilis,  although  he  grants  that 
"  it  is  by  no  means  always  possible,"  to  dis- 

tinguish a  chancre  from  a  chancroid. 
The  discussion  of  the  various  forms  of 

hernia  is  complete  and  well  illustrated.  In 
anaesthetics,  he  gives  the  preference  to  ether, 
"  in  a  very  large  majority  of  cases,"  believing 
that  it  is  safer  than  chloroform.  In  the  treat- 

ment of  cancer,  he  speaks  somewhat  more 
hopefully  of  the  result  of  excision  than  many 
surgeons,  and  considers  that  caustics  may  oc- 

casionally be  employed  with  good  results. 
The  illustrations  are  largely  from  previous 

publications,  but  include  some  that  are  new, 
after  photographs  and  original  drawings.  The 
general  arrangement  of  the  volume  is  similar 
to  that  of  Mr.  Erichsen. 
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8.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. ,  D.  G.  BRINTON,  M.  D. ,  Editors. 

§y  Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
vation, will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

•ST"  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

tff~  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fu  n<i  ot  infor- 
mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 

The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  coriespondents. 

LONGEVITY  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 
Those  of  our  readers  who  live  at  a  distance 

may,  perhaps,  require  to  be  informed  that,  in 
this  city,  the  daily  which  has  the  largest  cir- 

culation, and  which  publishes  the  longest  list 
1  of  deaths,  is  the  Public  Ledger. 

In  an  editorial  on  the  first  day.of  this  year, 

(  it  gives  some  data  concerning  "  local  lon- 
gevity," which  has  considerably  more  than 

.  local  interest. 

During  the  last  half  ot  1871,  from  July  1st 
to  December  31st,  there  appeared  in  the 

!  Ledger  announcements  of  the  deaths  of  2C5 

!  persons  who  had  lived  to  or  beyond  the  age  of 
1  eighty  years,  of  whom  107  were  males,  and 
1  158  females,  the  latter  outnumbering  the 
former  by  51. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  octogenari- 
ans announced  in  the  Ledger  during  1871,  was 

545,  there  being  221  males  and  324  females, 
the  latter  having  a  majority  of  103,  and  mak- 

1  ing  about  three-fifths  of  the  whole  number. 
Whilst  the  females  living  over  eighty  years 

;  outnumbered  the  males,  a  further  analysis 
shows  that  the  females  were  also  the  longest 
lived,  there  being  many  more  women  than 
men  who  lived  beyond  ninety. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  men 
who,  during  1871,  died  at  or  beyond  the  age 
of  eighty,  the  following  numbers  reached  the 
vatious  ages  designated ;  80,  thirty-eight  per- 

sons; 81,  twenty-three;  82,  twenty-three  ;  83, 
twenty-two;  84,  thirteen ;  85,  twenty  five  ;  80, 
ten;  87,  eighteen;  88,  fifteen;  89,  two;  90, 
nine;  91, four;  92, five;  93, one;  94, four;  95, 
two;  96, one;  97, one;  98, two;  99, two;  105, 
one. 

Of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
women  who  died  at  or  beyond  the  age  of 
eighty,  the  following  numbers  reached  the 
various  ages  designated :  80,  thirty-seven  per- 

sons; 81,  thirty-four;  82,  twenty-eight;  83, 
thirty;  84,  twenty-two ;  85,  forty-two;  86, 
seventeen;  87, twenty-three ;  88, twenty-two; 
89,  six;  90,  fifteen :  91, six;  92,  six;  93,  five  ; 
94,  four;  95,  three;  96,  seven;  97,  four;  98, 
three ;  99,  two  ;  100,  one  ;  101,  three ;  105, 
one;  and  two  who  lived  beyond  100,  but 
whose  exact  ages  were  unknown,  though  sup- 

posed to  be  in  one  case  106,  and  in  the  other 
120. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  during  1871, 
the  number  at  or  beyond  ninety  was  94,  of 
whom  32  were  males,  and  62  females,  the  lat- 

ter numbering  nearly  double  the  former.  The 
deaths  of  eight  centenarians  were  recorded  in 
the  Ledger,  during  the  year  Sarah  M.  Sailer, 
aged  100  ;  Jane  Berryman,  Elizabeth  RiddelL 
and  Hetty  Ferris,  101 ;  Michael  Golden  and 
Jane  Richardson,  105 ;  Jane  Thomas  and 

Nancy  Roberts. 
The  following  particulars  of  these  may  be 

read  with  interest :  Miss  Hetty  Ferris  died  of 

paralysis  at  the  Widows'  Asylum,  December 
15th,  aged  101  years  and  four  months.  She 
was  a  native  of  this  city,  her  father,  Francis 
Ferris,  having  for  many  years  been  a  leading 
shipping  merchant  here.  She  was  a  grand- 

daughter of  Sir  Robert  Dunbar,  of  Scotland. 
The  last  five  years  of  her  life  were  spent  at 
the  Asylum.  Mrs.  Nancy  Roberts,  colored, 
was  burned  to  death  on  the  night  of  Septem- 

ber 14th,  at  her  home  in  Scheil  street.  Her 
birthplace  was  in  Kent  county,  Delaware, 
and  she  came  to  this  city  many  years  ago. 
She  recollected  events  of  the  Revolution,  hav- 

ing been  a  young  woman  at  that  time,  but 
like  other  persons  in  her  circumstances  couid 
not  recollect  her  age,  and  no  record  had  been 

kept  of  it.  Her  faculties  are  said  to  have  re- 
mained good  up  to  the  time  of  her  death. 

"Aunt"  Jane  Thomas  died  at  the  German- 

town  poor-house,  December  22d,  at  the  sup- 
posed age  of  106,  as  no  actual  record  of  her 

age  was  known.    She  was  born  in  Africa,  was 
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brought  to  this  country  by  slave  traders  prior 
to  the  abolition  of  that  traffic  by  the  United 
States,  and  escaping  from  bondage  about 
thirty  years  ago,  came  to  Germantown,  where 
she  has  since  resided,  dying  literally  of  old 
age. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

A  Novel  Plan  for  Soothing  Children. 

Dr.  Cowran  says  in  his  Medical  History  of 
the  Himalayas,  speaking  of  a  native  tribe  in 
the  northern  district  of  the  peninsula: 

"  The  women  are  larger  and  fairer  than 
their  sisters  of  the  plains ;  and  they  have  a 
curious  plan  of  quieting  their  children  while 
absent  from  them  in  the  fields  or  elsewhere, 
which  is  as  simple  as  it  is  efficacious,  and 
which  baby  farmers  and  others  might  imitate 

with  advantage  nearer  home.  "When  a  mother 
goes  into  a  field  to  work  or  is  otherwise  una- 

ble to  take  her  child  with  her,  she  selects 
some  sheltered  spot  near  a  stream,  in  which 
she  places  a  little  straw  for  a  bed  for  her  in- 

fant, and  then  directs,  by  means  of  a  piece  of 
split  bamboo,  a  current  of  water,  of  from  one 
to  two  or  three  inches  in  diameter  on  its  un- 

covered occiput  and  temples.  This  produces 
a  soporific  effect  which  generally  lasts  as  long 
as  the  water  continues  to  flow.  The  sleep  is 
said  to  be  very  soothing,  and  children  who 
have  been  much  subjected  to  its  influence,  are 
known  to  have  been  unusually  free  from  the 
annoyances  incidental  to  the  period  of  denti- 

tion. I  came  upon  a  mother  thus  engaged, 
on  my  way  to  Cashmere,  in  the  hot  season  of 
1867,  and  she  was  so  entirely  absorbed  in  her 
occupation,  as  to  be,  for  some  time,  quite  un 
conscious  of  my  presence.  During  thia  inter- 

val I  noticed  that,  while  holding  the  child 
with  one  hand  and  dabbling  water  on  its  head 
with  the  other,  she  now  and  again  rocked  it 
too  and  fro,  and  sang  at  the  same  time,  in  a 
soft  plaintive  voice,  an  air  which  reminded 

me  of  the  old  nursery  rhyme, '  shoho,  lullaby, 
go  to  sleep  baby,'  and  recalled  to  my  memory 
with  tenfold  force,  the  saying  of  the  great 
dramatist,  '  one  touch  of  nature  makes  the 
whole  world  akin.'  As  soon,  however,  as  she 
noticed  me  she  snatched  up  her  infant  and 
kuttled  away  down  the  ravine  with  a  rapidity 
and  force,  which  every  moment  threatened 
both  with  destruction." 

[Vol.  xx\i. Aconitine. 
MM.  Grehant  and  Duquesnel  recently 

presented  to  the  Fren  ch  Academy  of  Sciences 
a  memoir  on  aconitine,  which  M.  Duquesnel 
has  succeeded  in  extracting  from  Aconitum 
Napellus  in  the  form  of  rhombic  or  hexagonal 
plates.  The  alkaloid  is  the  active  principle 
of  this  plant.  In  order  to  obtain  it,  the  author 
extracted  the  root  of  the  Aconitum  by  concen- 

trated alcohol,  with  the  addition  of  1  per  cent, 
of  tartaric  acid  ;  the  excess  of  alcohol  was 
then  removed  by  distillation,  and  the  residue 
diluted  with  water  in  order  to  precipitate  the 
fatty  and  resinous  matters.  The  aqeous  so- 

lution of  tartrate  of  aconitine  was  then  treat- 
ed with  an  alkaline  bicarbonate  in  order  to 

set  the  alkaloid  at  liberty,  this  latter  being 
scarcely  very  slightly  soluble  in  water.  It 
dissolves  in  ether,  which,  on  evaporation, 
leaves  it  in  the  crystalline  condition.  M. 
Duquesnel,  assigns  to  it  the  formula  C54H40 
NO2.  Aconitine  is  very  slightly  soluble  in 
water,  very  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  benzine 
and  chloroform.  It  is  not  volatile,  and  com- 

mences to  decompose  about  130°  C.  Its  re- 
action is  feebly  alkaline.  It  combines  with 

acids  to  form  crystallizable  salts ;  the  author 
cites  the  acetate  as  presenting  abuudant 
crystals.  Phosphoric  acid,  tannine,  potassium 
iodide  and  iodate,  and  the  double  mercury  and 
potassium  iodate,  produce  the  ordinary  re- 

actions on  organic  alkaloids.  Aconitine  is  a 
powerful  poison,  its  physiological  action  being 
analogous  to  that  of  curari,  destroying  the 
motor  power  of  the  nerves,  but  leaving  the 
power  of  producing  reflex  actions  untouched, 
at  least  in  small  doses. 

Ancient  Doctrines  About  the  Spleen. 

The  use  of  the  word  spleen  is  com- 
mon among  our  older  English  authors  and 

modern  French  novelists,  when  depicting 
English  character,  that  the  following  quaint 
definition  of  it,  both  as  a  part  of  the  human 
body  and  a  disease  to  be  cured  by  fit  reme- 

dies, may  not  be  uninteresting  to  some  of 
our  readers.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  old  An- 

drew Borde  (the  original  "  Merry  Andrew"), 
in  his  "  Breviary  of  Health,"  edition  1552 : 
"The  328  chapitre  doth  shewe  of  a  man's 
splene.  Splen  is  the  greke  word.  In  latin  it 
is  named  Lien  or  Liena.  In  Englysche  it  is 
named  a  mans  splene  whiche  is  a  spongious 
substance  lienge  under  the  short  ribbes  in  the 
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left  side,  and  it  doth  make  a  man  to  be  mery 
and  to  laughe  although  melanceoly  resteth  in 
the  splene ;  if  there  be  impedimentes  or  sick- 

ness in  it,  as  sorrow,  pencifulness,  and  care, 
and  anger  or  suchelyke,  maketh  many  men 
and  women  to  have  such  impedimentes  in  the 
splene,  as  opilacious  and  appostumes  and 
suchlyee ;  melancholy  meates,  hard  cheese, 
ard  feare,  is  not  good  for  the  splene ;  and  if 
any  man  be  spleniticke  let  him  use  mery  com- 

pany and  let  him  be  bloude  of  a  veine  named 
Salutella,  of  the  left  syde  ;  some  doth  use  to 
let  bloude  in  a  vayne  named  Basilica  on  the 
left  syde  ;  but  I  say  that  every  thing  whiche 
doth  hurte  the  luyer  doth  hurte  the  splene, 
and  eyery  thing  that  is  good  for  the  luyer  is 
also  good  for  the  splene  ;  and  who  so  euer 
wyll  make  the  hardness  of  the  splene  whole, 
fyrst  take  the  mary  of  a  calfe  and  the  mary  of 
an  hart,  and  the  fatness  of  an  hogge,  of  a 
Capon,  and  of  a  ducke,  and  the  oyle  of  sweet 
Almons  of  lyke  porcion,  myxe  this  togyther, 
and  anoynte  the  regione  of  the  splene,  and 
dry  the  longes  of  a  foxe,  make  pouder  and 
eate  it  with  figges." 

Palatable  Medicines. 

Physicians  and  apothecaries  should  make  it 
a  matter  of  conscience  to  render  medicines — 
when  they  are  compelled  to  give  them  at  all 
— as  palatable  as  possible.  To  this  end  the 
"  art  of  the  apothecary"  is  exerting  itself  of 
late.  We  are  in  constant  receipt  of  samples 
of  preparations  of  different  kinds  intended  to 
meet  this  indication.  Sometimes,  we  doubt 
not,  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  is  sacrificed 
to  the  desire  to  make  it  palatable,  and  much 
namby-pamby  stuff  is  prescribed  across  the 
counter  by  ignorant  druggists  and  drug 
clerks,  anxious  to  effect  a  sale,  greatly  to  the 
detriment  of  persons  who  need  the  advice  of 
a  physician,  and  who  may  not  need  medicine 
at  all. 

We  hail  any  practical  attempt  to  render  med- 
icines palatable,  and  in  this  view  hope  that 

the  efforts  of  the  Divided  Medicine  Com- 
pany of  Cincinnati  are  a  step  in  the  right 

direction.  We  have  received  from  the  com- 
pany a  very  neat  pocket  case  containing  twen- 

ty-four different  kinds  of  medicines,  from  digi- 
talin,  one  hundredeth  of  a  grain,  to  calomel 
one  grain,  or  calomel  and  opium  three  grains, 
etc.,  prepared  apparently  with  gelatin,  and 
divided  into  sheets  of  a  dozen  squares,  each 

containing  a  given  quantity,  intended  for  a 
dose,  or  part  of  a  dose,  as  the  prescriber  de- 

sires. These  squares  are  intended  to  be  placed 
in  the  mouth  and  allowed  to  dissolve  gradu- 

ally— the  most  effectual  way  to  introduce 
medicines  into  the  system,  avoiding  much 
waste,  and  reducing  the  quantity  required  for 
a  dose.  Experience  will  decide  the  value  of 
this  method  of  exhibiting  medicines.  It  cer- 

tainly has  neatness,  compactness,  and  palata- 
bleness  to  recommend  it. 

On  European  Cannabis  Mediea. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  for  August, 

1871,  says  :  "  The  hemp  cultivated  in  Europe 
on  account  of  its  tough  bark-fibre  and  oil,  dif- 

fers but  slightly  in  botanical  characteristics 
from  that  grown  in  Asia  and  Africa,  and  the 
more  drastic  action  of  the  bark  is  entirely  due 
to  climatic  influences.  There  are  two  varieties 

of  Indian  hemp ;  Gunjah  or  G-anja,  from  the 
mountains  of .  northern  India,  is  of  superior 
quality,  but  more  scarce  than  Bang  or  Gurza. 
Very  little  is  known  of  the  active  principles 
of  Indian  hemp.  The  resin  and  essential  oil 
obtained  from  the  plants  appear  to  be  the 
joint  cause  of  the  narcotic  action.  The  resin, 
cannabine,  or  hadshichine,  has  not  yet  been 
analyzed ;  it  is  extremely  bitter,  soluble  in 
the  usual  solvents  of  resins,  but  not  in  alkalies. 
The  essential  oil,  according  to  Personne, 
consists  of  a  liquid,  cannabene,  Cg(H20,  and  a 
crystalline  substance,  cannabene  hydride 

CsaH24.  Liford  and  Martius  found  oxygen  m 
the  oil. 

Patent  Medicines  in  Russia- 

A  correspondent  of  the  London  Chemist  and 
Drvggist  gives  the  regulations  concerning  the 
importation  of  patent  and  secret  medicines 
established  by  the  Russian  Government 
They  are  as  follows  : 

1.  A  petition  has  to  be  written  on  a  (one 
rouble)  stamped  paper,  to  be  sent  free  to  the 
Manufacture  aud  Foreign  Commercial  Depart- 

ment of  the  Finance  Ministry  (not  to  the 
Medical  Department). 

2.  The  exact  composition  of  the  remedy 
must  be  stated. 

3.  Only  those  remedies  can  be  approved  of 

by  the  medical  council  which  have  been  ex- 
amined and  found  useful  by  a  foreign  medi- 

cal faculty,  or  any  other  scientific  institution 
of  equal  standing. 
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4.  The  remedy  should  be  so  constituted  that 

a  long  journey  or  time  should  not  interfere 
with  its  properties. 

5.  It  should  not  contain  a  decidedly  poison- 
ous substance. 

6.  Besides  these  regulations,  it  must  require 
either  difficultly  obtainable  apparatus  and  in- 

struments for  its  preparation,  or  particular 
manipulation  obtained  only  by  long  expe- 
rience. 

7.  In  reference  to  advertising  it  in  the  daily 
papers,  leave  has  to  be  obtained  from  the 
newspaper  censor. 

8.  All  the  cost  of  carriage,  and  other  ex- 
penses connected  with  the  remedy,  must  be 

defrayed  by  the  sender. 

Novel  Use  of  Electricity. 
Electricity  has  achieved  a  new  triumph. 

Already  employed  to  restore  visor  and  nim- 
bleness  to  gouty  limbs,  the  recent  discoveries 
of  Dr.  Bernier,  a  French  physician,  show 
electricity  to  be  an  efficient  remedy  for  the 
evil  effects  of  excessive  drinking  on  the 
human  nose.  The  doctor  maintains  that  by 
application  of  an  electric  current  to  noses 
even  of  the  most  Bacchic  hue,  the  flesh  maybe 

made  to  "  come  again  as  the  flesh  of  a  little 
child,"  and  supports  his  assertion  by  a  ca^e 
performed  on  a  female  patient  of  his  own,  a 

woman  of  high  rank.  "Koights  of  the 
Burning  Lamps,"  who  have  still  some  regard 
for  personal  appearance,  will  appreciate  Dr. 

Bernier's  discovery,  as  it  promises  them 
immunity  from  the  dreaded  outward  testimony 
to  their  pet  vice.  There  is  one  danger,  how- 

ever, in  the  discovery,  namely — its  tendency, 
if  confirmed,  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
secret  intemperance. 

Cyanide  of  Iodine  in  Iodine- 

Dr.  G.  C.  Wittstein  has  found  in  a  sample 
of  iodine  made  in  the  ordinary  way  28.75  per 
cent,  of  iodide  of  cyanogen.  In  another  sam- 

ple, where  the  maker  had  tried  to  separate 
the  impurity  by  sublimation,  there  was  found 
66.87  per  cent.  The  mode  of  analysis  in  both 
eases  was  to  rub  together  in  a  mortar  weighed 
quantities  of  iodine  and  metallic  mercury,  un- 

til all  the  free  iodine  was  combined  ;  to  treat 
the  mas3  with  water  and  weigh  the  insoluble 
residue.  The  loss  of  weight  represents  the 
impurity.  When  iodine  containing  iodide  of 
cyanogen  is  treated  with  metallic  iron,proto 

iodide  and  proto-cyanide  of  iron  are  formed. 
The  addition  of  carbonate  of  potassa  precipi- 

tates both  all  the  iron  and  all  the  cyanogen, 
and  the  resulting  iodide  of  potassium  is  free 
from  cyanogen. 

A  Sensitive  Test  for  Chloroform. 
Hofmann  announces  that  the  behavior  of 

chloroform  toward  the  monamins,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  alcohol  and  caustic  soda,  may  be  util- 

ized with  great  advantage  to  determine  the 
fact  of  its  existence  in  small  quantities,  in  the 
presence  of  other  similar  compounds.  The 
reaction  depends  upon  the  formation  of  isoni- 
trile,  which  can  be  detected  without  fail  by  its 
characteristic  smell.  The  fluid  to  be  tested  is 
poured  into  a  mixture  of  aniline  and  caustic 
soda,  when,  if  chloroform  is  present,  a  violent 
reaction  soon  sets  in,  particularly  on  gentle 
heating,  which  is  accompanied  by  the  giving 
off  the  characteristic  smell  of  isonitrile. 

High-heeled  Boots. 
Mr.  P.  Hewitt,  the  London  surgeon,  spoke 

as  follows  about  the  case  of  a  young  girl,  in 
one  of  his  clinics : 

She  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  on  the 
21st  September  last,  and,  as  it  is  now  the 
17th  of  October,  she  has  been  a  month  in  the 
hospital.  She  was  walking  down  a  flight  of 
stairs  at  the  Internatioual  Exhibition,  and, 
while  doing  so,  she  caught  her  foot  on  the 
edge  of  a  step  and  fell,  sustaining,  it  was 
supposed,  a  fracture  of  the  end  of  the  femur. 
She  wore  high-heeled  boots.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  happened,  but  there  have  been  a  great 
many  accidents  in  the  International  Exhibi- 

tion. I  suppose  they  must  have  arisen  partly 
from  the  height  of  the  stairs  and  partly  from 

the  height  of  the  ladies'  heels. 
Ladies  are  anxious  to  look  tall,  thinking 

that  their  appearance  is  improved,  and  there- 
fore they  wear  high-heeled  boots.  Such  acci- 

dents are  not  always,  however,  due  to  the 
high  heels,  for  a  lady  whom  I  knew  fell  by 
tripping  on  the  stairs  at  the  Exhibition,  and 
came  down  on  the  cheek-bone,  breaking  it, 
and  having  ecchymosis  on  the  right  side  of 
the  face  for  months  afterward.  B  ut  the  first 
thing  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention  in 
this  case  is  the  high  heels  of  the  boots. 
Ladies  will,  for  the  most  part,  wear  them ; 
but  they  could  not  do  a  worse  thing,  for  their 
feet  are  placed  in  a  difficult  and  most  unnat- 
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ural  position.  They  are  very  tenacious 
about  this  fashion,  but  you  must  be  as  tena- 

cious against  it ;  the  number  of  accidents  in 
consequence  is  very  great.  To  show  you  how 
very  tenacious  ladies  are  on  this  point,  last 
year  I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  young  lady  in 
one  of  our  London  hotels.  She  wished  to 
consult  me  about  her  foot. 

On  seeing  it,  I  thought  its  state  depended 
upon  the  boots,  and  I  asked  to  see  them.  The 

boots  were  brought  in  by  the  lady's  maid,  but 
the  only  thing  I  could  observe  about  them  was 

an  immensely  high  heel.  I  said  :  "  It  is  the 
high  heel  of  your  boots  tha'.  causes  the  mis- 

chief, and  unless  you  diminish  this  I  can  do 

nothing  for  you."  She  became  quite  angry, 
and  said  she  could  not  alter  them.  "  I  cannot 
do  it,  and  I  will  not."  Suddenly  again  she 
toned  down,  and  said  :  "  Pray, sir,  what  would 
people  say  if  they  saw  me  walking  about  the 

park  without  high  heels  ?"  I  said  it  is  simply 
heels  versus  brains.  If  you  have  brains, 
you  will  cut  off  the  heels;  if  you  have  no 

brains,  you  will  continue  to  wear  them." 
She  fortunately  had  brains,  cut  off  the  heels, 
and  her  foot  got  quite  well. 

Waterproofing  Linen,  Canvas,  etc. 
The  following  directions  for  waterproofing 

canvas  and  similar  articles  for  tents,  covers, 
etc., are  given  by  H.  Kuhr.  The  material  is 
taken  successively  through  a  bath  of  sulphate 
of  alumina,  of  soap  and  of  water;  it  is  then 
dried  and  smothered  or  calendered.  For  the 

alumina  bath,  use  the  ordinary  neutral  sul- 
phate of  alumina  of  commerce  (concentrated 

lalumcake),  dissolving  one  part  in  ten  of  water, 
which  is  done  easily  without  the  application 
of  heat.  The  soap  is  best  prepared  in  this 
manner :  Boil  one  part  of  light  rosin,  one 
ipart  soda  crystals,  and  ten  of  water,  till  the 
alum  is  dissolved ;  salt  the  soap  out  by  the 
addition  of  one-third  part  of  common  salt ; 
dissolve  this  soap  with  an  equal  amount  of 
good  palm  oil  soap  in  thirty  parts  of  water. 
The  soap  bath  should  be  kept  hot  while  the 
goods  are  passing  through  it.  It  is  best  to 
have  three  vats  alongside  of  each  other,  and 
by  a  special  arrangement  to  keep  the  goods 
Sown  in  the  baths.  Special  care  should  be 
taken  to  have  the  fabric  thoroughly  soaked  in 
the  alumina  bath. 
In  a  note  to  the  above,  Drs.  Hager  and 

Jacobsen  remark  that  during  the  last  few 

years  very  good  and  cheap  waterproof  goods 
of  this  description  have  been  manufactured  in 
Berlin,  which  they  believed  i3  effected  by 
steeping  them  first  in  a  bath  of  sulphate  qf 
alumina  and  of  copper,  and  then  into  one  of 
water-glass  and  rosin  soap. 

Relations  of  Tinea  of  Animals  to  Tinea  of  Man- 
M.  St.  Cyr,  Professor  in  the  Veterinary 

School  at  Lyons,  writes  on  this  subject  as 
follows  (  Veterinarian,  November,  1871).  The 
tinea  of  the  cat  offers  numerous  analogies  to 
the  tinea  of  children.  The  disease  presents 
the  same  essentially  parasitic  nature ;  the 
same  cupuliform  aspect  of  the  primary  lesion  ; 
the  same  composition  in  the  crusts;  and, 

lastly,  a  perfect  resemblance  between  the  con- 
stitutive elements  of  the  microphyte  that  pro- 

duces the  two  maladies.  There  is,  therefore, 
nothing  more  required  to  establish  a  complete 
identity  between  them  than  to  prove  that 
they  are  transmissible  from  one  species  to 
another;  that  the  tinea  of  the  child,  for  ex- 

ample, may  be  transmitted  to  the  cat ;  and 
that  the  disease  which  we  produce  in  sowing 
on  the  skin  of  the  cat  the  spores  of  tinea  de- 

rived from  the  infant,  clearly  offers  all  the 
characters  of  the  affection  observed  in  this 
animal.  On  February  7th,  1866,  M.  Droit, 
now  chief  surgeon  in  the  Antiquaille  Hospital, 
sent  M.  St.  Cyr,  some  crusts  taken  from  the 
head  of  a  child  affected  with  the  disease,  and 
under  his  care.  Some  days  afterwards  he 
sowed  them  on  the  head  of  a  cat,  and  as  a  re 
suit  he  obtained  a  very  fine  tinea.  There 
could  be  no  doubt,  then,  as  to  this  fact.  This 
tinea  of  the  child  is  contagious  for  the  cat ; 
and  this  tinea,  transmitted  directly  from  the 
child  to  the  cat,  offers  the  same  characters  as 
that  transmi  ted  directly  from  cat  to  cat.  We 
might,  therefore,  says  M.  St.  Cyr,  from  this 
conclude  that  the  tinea  of  the  cat  may  also  be 
transmitted  to  the  child ;  and  that,  con- 

sequently, there  is  a  complete  identity 
between  the  two  diseases. 

Impudence  of  Quacks. 
During  the  illness  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 

the  cable  one  daj  replied :  "  Since  the  last 
bulletin  was  received  the  telegraph  line  to 
Sandringham  has  been  closed  to  the  general 
public,  because  the  wire  was  burdened  with 
messages  to  the  Queen  from  charlatans, 



Notes  and  Comments. 
[Vol.  xxvi. 

quacks,  and  officious  persons  tendering  medi- 
cal advice."  Kothing  so  well  illustrates  the 

impudence  of  medical  pretenders  as  imperti- nent interference  of  that  kind. 

Health  of  the  Queen. 
Dr.  Norman  McLeod  writes  in  one  of  the 

English  journals  :  I  have  not  only  never  seen 
the  remotest  trace  of  any  moral  or  mental 
weakness,  but  I  have  seen  in  every  instance 
remarkable  evidence  of  moral  and  mental 
strength  and  capacity.  Her  Majesty  has  just 
passed  through  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatic 
gout,  which  so  affected  her  hands  that  for  a 
time  she  was  utterly  unable  to  sign  her  name, 
and  from  a  severe  neuralgia  from  which  she 
has  entirely  recovered,  and  I  have  never  seen 
her  better  in  spirits,  or  better  in  health,  or 
stronger  in  mind  than  she  is  at  the  present 
moment. 

This  is  a  refutation  of  the  statements  of 
Disraeli  and  otheis. 

Psoriasis. 
R.  Lowther,  M.  D.,  of  Cartmel,  writes  to 

the  Lancet  that  in  the  treatment  of  psoriasis 
he  has  used  for  some  time  a  solution  of  pure 
carbolic  acid,  two  to  four  grains  to  the  ounce 
of  water,  locally,  with  the  best  results.  He 
considers  this  solution  to  be  more  reliable,  and 
much  less  objectionable  to  the  patient,  than 
the  application  of  pitch  ointment.  It  is  often 
difficult  to  get  patients  of  the  upper  clavses 
persuaded  to  make  proper  use  of  the  ointment, 
and  on  this  account  much  of  the  failure  de- 

pends. The  patches  of  psoriasis  must  be  kept 
constantly  moist  with  the  solution  of  carbolic 
acid,  while  the  constitutional  treatment  is  not 
neglected. 

Pulaski  County  (Ark.)  Medical  Society. 
The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Pulaski 

County,  Arkansas,  Medical  Society  was  held 
at  the  office  of  Dr.  P.  O.  Hooper,  in  Little 
Hock,  on  the  evening  of  December  2,  Dr.  R. 
G.Jennings  presiding.  The  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  The 
subject  of  diphtheria,  or,  pseudo-membranous 
croup,  a  disease  now  prevailing  among  the 
children  in  that  city,  was  freely  and  fully  dis- 

cussed, and  remedial  agents  suggested. 
After  other  business  of  minor  importance 

the  President  announced  that  this  was  the 
meeting  for  the  annual  election  of  officers, 
which  resulted  as  follows  : 

President,  Wm.  Thompson ;  Vice  Presi- 
dent, S.  C.  Murphy;  Recording  Secretary,  E. 

Cross;  Corresponding  Secretary,  D.  H.  Dun- 
gan  ;  Treasurer,  R.  G.  Jennings. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  was 
offered  and  adopted  : 
Whereas,  The  medical  profession  of  this 

city  are  not  exempt  from  the  prompt  pay- 
ment for  all  articles  purchased  by  them ;  and 

whereas,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  many  citi- 
zens to  delay  indefinitely  the  settlement  of 

medical  bills  ;  it  is,  therefore, 
Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  medical  bills 

are  du^  and  payable  at  the  termination  of 
each  case  treated,  or  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  the  next 

regular  monthly  meeting. 

Heart  Broken  by  a  K  ck. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Midland  Branch  of  the 

British  Medical  Association,  Mr.  Bennett 
May  exhibited  the  heart  with  its  pericardium, 
of  a  little  boy  ten  years  old,  which  showed  a 
rupture  of  the  wall  of  its  right  auricle,  caused 
by  a  kick  from  a  horse  in  the  face  and  chest — 
there  being  no  external  marks  of  violence. 
He  was  seen  shortly  after  the  injury  and  had 
the  fallowing  symptoms:    He  was  uncon- 

scious, but  apparently  in  great  agony,  scream- 
ing loudly.   He  was  cold  and  collapsed,  and 

the  pulse  beat  forty  at  the  wrist,  was  feeble 
and  intermittent.   The  pupils  were  invariably 
unequal.   After  vomiting  freely,  he  died  just 
an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  infliction  of  the 

injury.    On  post-mortem  examination,  the  only 
external  mark  of  violence  was  a  slight  bruise  , 
on  the  forehead.   There  was  no  fracture  of  i 
the  ribs  or  sternum,  and  no  bruising  or  dis-  I 
coloration  within  the  chest.    The  pericardium  1 
was  bulging  and  distended  with  blood,  of  ( 
which  it  contained  four  or  five  ounces,  in  a  j 
coagulated  condition.    The  heart  was  firmly  | 
contracted  and  empty.    In  the  muscular  wall 
of  the  right  auricle  was  a  laceration,  about  J 
half  an  inch  in  length  with  irregular  edges.  8 
The  structure  of  the  heart  was  perfectly  I healthy. 

  ! ; 
Chlorometry.  D » 

A  convenient  method  for  the  determination o 
of  the  available  chlorine  in  chlorinated  lime  is  r 

based  upon  the  fact  that  ch'oiine  in  solution  e 
converts  arsenious  into  arsenic  acid,  thus  :  R 

H3As03-fCl2+HaO=H3As04+2HCl. 
The  arsenious  solution  is  made  by  dissolving  6: 
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a  weighed  quantity  of  arsenious  aDhydride  in 
a  definite  quantity  of  sodium  carbonate  solu- 

tion, in  such  a  manner  that  each  c.  c.  of  the 
solution  shall  contain  a  known  weight  of  ar- 

senious acid.  A  weighed  quantity  of  the 
chlorinated  lime  to  be  tested  is  dissolved  in 

;  water,  and  into  this  solution,  the  standard  ar- 
;  senious  solution  is  poured  from  a  burette, 

until  a  drop  of  the  mixture  ceases  to  im- 
part a  blue  color  to  test  paper  prepared 

with  starch  and  potassium  iodide.  When  this 
\  point  is  reached,  all  the  available  chlorine  has 

been  converted  into  hydrochloric  acid,  and 
from  the  quantity  of  the  arsenious  solution 
required  the  percentage  of  chlorine  may  be 
readily  calculated. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 
[ 

Extirpatio  Bulbi. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
I  was  called,  Oct.  8th,  to  attend  F.  B.,  a  Ger- 

man boy  9  years  old,the  subject  of  a  severe  gun 
I  shot  accident.  I  found  the  little  fellow  actu- 
'  ally  riddled  with  shot,  the  major  part  entering 
1  his  face.  Oue  pellet  penetrating  the  left  eye 
\  at  the  upper  portion  of  the  cornea,  causing 
:  a  rapid  effusion  of  blood  and  much  pain.  The 
j  other  eye  seemed  free  from  injury,  yet  upon 
!  my  visit  next  day,  he  was  totally  blind  in  both 

eyes.  The  case  was  treated  on  general  prin- 
'  ciples ;  such  shot  as  could  be  detected  were 
1  removed,  etc.  The  left  eye,  however,  con- 
„  tinued  rebellious  to  treatment ;  violent  inflam- 
c  mation  obtaining  in  spite  of  all  attempts  at 
I  reduction.  The  right  eye  in  the  mean  time 
'  exhibiting  well  marked  symptoms  of  sympa- 
1  thetic  disturbance— flashes  of  light,  diluted 

pupil,  etc. 
I  therefore  concluded  to  extirpate  the 

mutilated  eye,  and  thus,  so  far  as  possible, 
remove  the  cause  of  trouble,  which,  with  the 
assistance  of  my  colleague,  Dt^Kuechlikg, 
I  did  on  the  24th  of  November.  The  eye, 
upon  dissection,  had  lost  all  normal  appear- 

ance, was  much  indurated,  contained  some 
pus,  and  the  offending  shot  embedded  in  the 
upper  and  anterior  part  of  the  sclerotica. 
The  hemorrhage,  though  profuse,  was  easily 
controlled  by  digital  compression — no  plug 
was  used,  nei  her  was  the  external  palpebral 
commissure  divided.  The  cavity  rapidly  filled 
with  healthy  granulations — the  only  treat- 

ment observed  being  a  yeast  poultice  or  two, 
light  nourishing  food,  and  due  attention  to  the 
emunctories.   The  case  up  to  date  progresses 

favorably,  some  vision  returning,  which,  after 
so  long  an  absence,  is  truly  gratifying. 

L.  E.  Frank,  M.  D. 
Rochester,  Dec.  8,1871. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Insanity  in  Virginia. 
A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Daily 

Times,  writing  from  Richmond,  Virginia,  savs  : 
There  are  three  lunatic  asylums  in  Vir- 

ginia :  the  Western,  at  Stanton  ;  the  Eastern, 
at  Williamsburg,  and  the  Central,  at  Rich- mond. The  last  has  been  instituted  since  the 
war,  and  is  intended  exclusively  for  negroes. 
The  Western  asylum  contains  343  patients,  of 
whom  188  are  males  and  154  females.  The 
expenditures  of  this  asylum  for  the  past  year 
amounted  to  a  little  over  $70,000,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $3,636  out  of  $50,000  appropriated 
by  the  State  for  the  year,  and  funds  received 
from  pay  patients  and  the  sale  of  articles 
manufactured  in  the  asUum.  In  the  Eastern 
Asylum  there  are  211  patients,  99  being  males 
and  114  females.  The  disbursements  of  this 
asylum  for  the  past  year  were  $60,088.22. 
With  the  appropriation  of  $60,000  from  the 
State,  the  money  received  from  pay  patients, 
etc.,  there  is  a  balance  on  hand  with  the  Treas- 

urer of  over  $2  000. 
In  the  Central  (colored)  asylum  there  are 

175  patients,  of  whom  79  are  males  and  96 
females.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 

priated by  the  Legislature  to  support  this 
asylum  for  the  past  year,  and  it  sufficed,  with 
a  balance  over  of  about  $2,000.  The  location 
and  buildings  of  this  colored  asylum  are  merely 
temporary,  and  an  asylum  for  colored  lunatics 
will  probably  be  permanently  located  in  a 
more  southern  portion  of  the  State.  The  re- 

ports of  all  three  of  the  asylums  complain  of 
their  crowded  condition,  and  of  how  many  ap- 

plicants they  have  to  reject.  There  are  insane 
persons  (chiefly  colored)  in  nearly  every  jail 
iu  the  State,  and  many  are  at  large,  or  con- 

fined in  private  quarters,  who  should  be  in  an 
asylum.  There  is  a  bill  now  before  the  Leg- 

islature to  establish  the  Southside  Lunatic 
Asylum  (for  whites)  to  be  located  at  or  near 
Lynchburg.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  last  year  to  enlarge  the  Easlern 
Asylum,  and  the  superintendent  and  directors 
now  ask  for  $105,000  for  additional  extension 
and  repairs. 

A  Burmes3  Hairy  Woman. 
A  correspondent  of  the  London  Tin  es  writes 

to  that  journal  the  following  particulars,  re- 
ferring to  a  hairy  woman  and  her  children,  of 

whom  he  had  before  spoken  in  his  letters  : 
When  I  was  at  Mandalay  in  1859, 1  saw  the 
same  woman  and  three  of  her  children.  The 
eldest  and  youngest  were  hairy  like  their 
mother,  while  the  second,  like  his  father,  pre- 
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seDted  no  such  peculiarity.  The  husband  was 
a  man  who  report  said  was  induced  to  wed 
this  woman  to  become  possessed  of  the  mar- 

riage portion  which  the  King  of  Burmah  had 
promised  to  bestow  upon  her  on  her  bridal 
day.  The  bridegroom  was  a  plucky  individual 
at  any  rate  though  his  motives  may  have  been 
mercenary.  The  hairy  woman,  whose  name 
I  forget,  had  a  pleasant  aud  intelligent  face — 
there  was  nothing  whatever  repulsive  in  it. 
The  hair  on  the  face  and  breast  was  several 
inches  long;  on  the  forenead  it  was  parted  in 
the  middle,  and  blended  with  that  of  her  head. 
Of  a  light  brown  color  on  hei  cheeks,  it  paled 
graduallv  towards  the  bridge  of  her  nose,  and 
the  centre  of  her  lips,  chin,  and  neck.  Those 
of  your  readers  who  have  a  copy  of  Colonel 
Yule's  narrative  of  the  embassy  to  Ava  will 
see  a  good  likeness  of  the  woman,  and  a 
description  of  herself  and  family." 

Mercer  County  (N.  J.)  Madical  Society. 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday, 

January  21.   The  following    officers  were 
elected : 

President,  W.  W.  L.  Phillips  ;  Yice  Presi- 
dent, Cornelius  Sheppard  ;  Secretary,  J. B. 

James  ;  Treasurer,  J.  L.  Bodine. 
Dr.  Wabman,  the  retiring  President  de- 

livered a  neat  valedictory,  Dr.  Bodine,  read 
an  interesting  essay  on  pneumonia,  and  Drs. 
W.  H.  Coleman  and  T.  J.  Corson,  were 
selected  essayists  for  the  next  meeting 

 Among  the  recent  promotions  in  the 
French  Legion  of  Honor  is  named  Dr.  Thomas 
W.  Evans,  who  is  advanced  to  Commander. 
Dr.  Evans  is  an  American,  and  he  receives 
the  honor  for  services  rendered  as  u  Director 
of  the  American  Ambulance  "  during  the 
Franco-Prussian  war.  The  doctor  is  the  first 
foreigner  who  has  obtained  the  rank  of  Com- 
mander. 

 Although  the  cholera  has  disappeared 
from  Chizzeticook,  Nova  Scotia,  the  houses 
which  were  infected  are  kept  in  quarantine 
to  prevent  a  revival  of  the  disease. 

 Samuel  Goodridge,  of  Canaan.  Me.,  is 
the  oldest  man  in  New  England — 105  years. 
His  last  farm  labor  was  performed  in  his  99th 
year.  His  wife  lived  to  be  97,  and  their  old- 

est child  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  81. 

 Eight  thousand  deaths  from  small-pox 
occurred  in  London  last  \ear,  while  the  aver- 
ase  of  the  preceding  thirty-one  years  was  only six  hundred. 

 The  following  well  merited  honors  were 
conferred  recently  by  the  Faculty  of  Prince- 

ton College.  LL.  D.,  on  Abraham  Coles, 
M.  D.,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  Hugh  L.  Hodge, 
M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia. 

 Judge  Brady,  of  New  York,  recently 
decided  that  patent  medicine  venders  can  be 
held  to  a  strict  legal  accountability  for  the 
assertions  made  in  their  advertisements. 

 Among  the  curious  social  facts  devel- 
oped by  the  census  statistics  is  the  appear- 
ance on  the  rol's  of  Pennsylvania  of  one  fam- 

ily with  seven  pairs  of  twins ;  one  family  with 
six  pairs ;  and  another  family  with  four  pair*. 
The  mother  of  the  last  group  has  six  other 
children,  and  was  only  thirty-eight  years  old. 

QTJERIE3  AND  REPLIES. 
Sudden  Death. 

Br.  W.  W.  S.,  of  Illinois.— Mr.  P>.,  set.  about  40,  stout,  with 
short  neck,  enlarged  tonsils,  usually  breathed  with  his 
mouth  open,  December  19.  took  a  load  of  grain  to  the  rail- 

road, and  had  to  face  a  north-west  wind,  with  thermome- 
ter at  6°.  He  returned  home,  all  the  way  across  the  prai- 

rie, and  reached  there  badly  chilled.  He  sent  for  the 
doctor,  who  went  up  and  prescribed.  The  pa  tient  seemed 
better;  the  doctor  went  home.  The  man  was  immediately 
taken  worse,  and  died  at  12  P.  M.  Friends  say  he  seemed 
to  choke  to  death.  Query— What  killed  the  man  ? 

Eeply.— There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  it  was  pneu- 
monia—pulmonary congestion. 

MARRIAGES. 

Bknnett— Keeler.  At  °outh  Sal -mi,  N.  Y.,  December 
24,  by  the  Rev.  Thomss  M.  Gray,  Wm.  C.  Beunett,  M.  D., 
of  New  York  city,  and  Miss  Maria  W.  Keeler,  of  South 
Salem. 
Fauber— Kramer.  At  Xenia,  Ohio.  December  14,  Mr. 

Ephraim  Fauber  and  Miss  Maggie  Kramer,  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  C.  M.  Kramer. 
Finney— Wise.  At  Scout  R<in,  Pa.,  on  December  19 

by  the  Rev.  H.  G  Finney,  William  M.  Howell,  M.  D.,  and Miss  Priccilla  C  Wise,  both  of  Lycoming  county,  Pa. 
Harry- Wood.  On  the  6th  inst.,  bv  Rev.  Mr.  Gibson, 

D.  W.  Harry,  M.  D..  of  Consliohoeken,  Pa.,  and  Mary  S., 
daughter  of  David  Wood,  Esq.,  of  Arrowfield,  Chesterfield 
county,  Va. 
Hays — Mc  Allister.  In  Bellefonte,  P'.,  December  28, 

by  Rev.  W.  T.  Wvlie,  Thomas  R.  Hays,  M.  D.,  and  Miss 
Sarah  B  McAUi-ter. 
Miller—  Markls.  By  Rev.  W.  F.  Kean,  assisted  by 

Rev.  O.  H.  Miller.  December  26.  at  Millgrove,  West- 
mo  eland  county.  Pa..  Dr.  W.  N.  Miller,  of  Allegheny 
City,  and  Miss  Roxie,  daughter  of  the  late  General  Jeseph 
Markle. 
Ramsay— Wiley.  December  28,  in  Slateville  Church, 

York  county.  Pa.,  by  Rev.  T.  M-  Crawford,  Andrew  M. 
Ramsay,  M.  D.,  and  Miss  Laura  Louisa  Wiley,  of  Peach- botfom  Pa. 
Williams — Williams.  December  19,  near  Dresden, 

Mo.,  at  the  residence  of  R.  T.  Liudssy,  Dr.  Abram  Wil- 
liams, of  Kansas  City,  Mo,  late  of  C  ncinnati,  and  Miss 

Belle,  daughter  of  the  late  General  John  Williams. 
Wolcott—  Pierrepont.  At  Pierrep  >nt  Manor,  Jeffer- 

son county.  New  York,  December  >4,  by  the  Rev.  James 
Sanderson,  Dr.  S.  G.  Wolcott  and  Juaa  Emily,  daughter 
of  Hon.  W.  C  Pierrepont. 

DEATHS. 
Bulkley.  In  New  York  city,  January  4,  after  a  short 

illness,  Dr.  Henry  D.  Bulkley,  asred  68  years 
Darrill.  December  17,  1871.  at  the  residence  of  his 

mother  in  Henryville,  Ind  ,  Dr.  George  W.  Darrill,  in  the 
37th  year  of  his  age. 
McCune.  In  Mount  Gilead,  Ohio,  December  20,  Martha Jane,  wife  of  Dr.  James  McCune,  aged  51  years. 
Naudain.  Dr.  Arnold  Naudain  Unit,  d  States  Senator 

from  Delaware  from  183'  to  1836  a' d  afteward  collector  of 
the  port  of  Wilmington,  died  January  5,  1872,  aged  82 

years. 
Smith.  At  Providence,  R.  I  ,  January  4.  in  the  35th 

year  of  his  age,  Samuel  St.  John  Smith,  M.  D..  recently  of 
Perth  Amhoy,  N.  J.,  aud  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Tueopholus Smith,  of  New  Canaan,  Conn. 
Taylor.  December  12,  in  Bridesburg,  Philadelphia,  of 

typhoid  pneumonia,  Richard  G.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  aged  32 

years. 
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Original  Department. 

Communications. 

ulceration  of  the  os  and  cer- 
vix uteri. 

By  T.  Curtis  Smith,  M.  D., 

Of  Middleport,  Ohio. 

[Read  before  the  Meigs  and  Mason  Academy  ©f  Medi- 
cine, DtiC  28, 1871,  and  ordered  u>  be  published  ] 

Pew  subjects  have  given  rise  to  greater  di- 
versity of  opinion  than  this,  both  in  regard  to 

the  frequency  of  its  occurrence  and  its  char- 
acter, as  well  as  in  reference  to  treatment. 

Some  have  declared  its  great  frequency,  while 
others  have  held  that  it  is  a  disease  of  rarity. 

This  difference  of  opinion  arises  from  di- 
verse views  of  what  constitutes  an  ulcer  tf 

the  os  and  cervix  uteri.  Those  who  look  upon 
granular  degeneration  of  the  parts,  as  a  form 
of,  or  as  one  of  the  elements  of,  cervical 
endometritis,  have  rarely  met  with  ulceration, 
and  it  is  now,  to  some  extent,  a  disputed 
point  as  to  whether  this  pathological  condi- 

tion should  be  thus  placed  in  the  nomenclature. 

f  It*  certainly  does  not  present  the  features 
which  are  generally  considered  characteristic 
of  the  process  of  ulceration  elsewhere,  yet, 
as  the  term  fulfills  the  purposes  for  which  it 
is  employed  better  than  any  other,  and  is 
too  generally  accepted  and  sauctioned  to 
admit  of  alteration,  I  shall  make  use  of  it 
without  further  discussion." 

It  is  my  opinion  that  this  granular  form  of 
ulceration  is  only  the  result  of  long  standing 
disease,  i.  e.,  that  a  very  simple,  form  of  ulcer- 

ation's an  erosion  of  follicular  ulceration, 
will  in  time,  if  left  to  itself,  become  a  granu- 

*T.  G.  Thomas,  Dis.  of  Women,  2d  edition,  p.  272. 

lar  ulcer.  This  would  seem  to  prove  that 
granular  ulceration  is  in  many  instances  only 
a  later  aud  more  advanced  stage  of  the  dis- 

ease. In  this  I  fiud  I  am  borne  out  by  Scan- 
zoni,  who  says  \*  "  When  the  erosion  of  the 
neck  of  the  uterus,  such  as  we  have  described, 
is  for  a  ce  tain  time  left  to  itself  J  or  when  it  is 
for  a  long  time  submitted  to  the  deleterious  in- 

fluence of  exterior  causes,  as,  for  example, 
uncleanness,  venereal  excesses,  repeated  par- 

turition, it  is  transformed  into  profound  ul* 
ceration,  accompanied  by  a  loss  of  substance. 
In  the  place  of  the  erosion,  which  at  first 
scarcely  presented  a  sensible  depression,  we 
see  developed  numreous  globular  vegetations, 

scarcely  of  the  size  of  the  head  of  a  pin,  some- 
times very  close  together,  sometimes  widely 

separated  from  each  other.  By  the  microscope 
we  recognize  that  they  are  nothing  but  the 
papillae  of  the  mucous  membrane,  highly  de- 

veloped, which  thus  gives  to  the  ulcerated 
surface  an  uneven  granular  aspect,  from 
whence  it  happens  that  this  form  o  f  ulceration 
is  designated  under  the  name  of  granular. 

Granular  degeneration  or  ulceration,  then, 
is  but  a  later  stage  of  ordinary  ulceration. 
Ulcers  of  recent  origin  seldom  present  a  gran- 

ular appearance,  while  in  a  large  majority  of 
cases  coming  under  my  observation  that  have 
given  evidence  of  long  duration — from  a  few 
months  to  several  years — have  presented  it 
unmistakably. 

Various  degrees  of  importance  have  been 
attached  to  cervical  ulceration.  Dr.  West 
maintains  that  it  is  not  only  far  less  frequent 
than  many  authors  imagine,  but  that  also  it  is 
usually  unattended  by  any  great  degree  of  lc- 

*=Di  eas"s  ef  Females,  Fourth  American  Edition,  p.  219. 
fltalics  mine. 
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eal  or  constitutional  disturbance  of  the  system, 

and  looks  upon  it  as  an  kt  isolated  affection." 
Many  others  entertain  similar  views.  On  the 
contrary  the  majority  of  gynaecologists  at 
this  time  maintain  the  very  great  frequency 
and  importance  of  the  disease  both  locally 
and  constitutionally,  and  that  the  pathologi- 

cal conditions  to  which  it  gives  rise  can  only 
be  relieved  by  strict  attention  to  the  topical 
and  general  treatment  of  the  patient. 

It  is  well  known  that  ulceration  gives  rise 

to  pain  in  the  pelvis,  lumbar  and  sacral  re- 
gions and  shooting  down  the  thigh?,  to  puru- 

lent, muco-pnrulent  and  sanguinous  discharges, 
frequently  causing  menorrhagia  or  metrora- 
hagia,  with  pains  in  distant  organs  through 
reflex  action,  as  headache,  gastralgia,  etc  , 
with  many  other  difficulties  too  numerous  to 
mention  here  ;  but  chiefly  among  them  stand 
gastric  derangements  and  of  the  nutritive 

functions  generally.  "  lot  fact,  the  constitu- 
tional disturbances  consequent  upon  ulcera- 

tion of  the  cervix  resemble  very  closely  those 
which  form  other  affections  of  the  organ, 
either  functional  or  structural and  it  might 
well  be  added  the  affections  of  various  other 

organs  of  the  system.  It  is  no  uncommon  oc- 
currence for  the  practitioner  who  is  versed  in 

the  different  diseases  which,  through  reflex 
action,  uterine  diseases  may  cause  to  be  sim- 

ulated, to  find  a  patient  who  has  gone  the 
rounds  among  physicians  and  learn  that  she 
has  been  treated  for  dyspepsia,  hepatic  tor- 

pidity, palpitation,  etc.,  etc.,  when, after  care- 
ful examination,  he  is  abl?  to  trace  the  whole 

trouble  to  uterine  disease. 
For  the  cause  of  ulceration  of  the  cervix, 

pome  can  see  nothing  but  inflammation  ;  but 
while  this  may  often  be  true,  it  cannot  be  so 
in  every  case.  It  is  sometimes  produced  by 
acrid  discharges,  and  cannot  be  effectually 
relieved  until  they  are  removed.  It  is  some- 

times a  local  manifestation  of  constitutional 
derangement;  it  may  result  from  anemia, 
from  injury  during  parturition,  too  frequent 
or  violent  intercourse  ;  from  impeded  circula- 

tion in  the  cervix  caused  by  ante  or  retroflex- 
ion, the  displacements  also  having  a  tendency 

to  pr  duce  it  by  friction  against  the  vaginal 
walls.  In  some  cases  that  have  come  under 
my  observation,  ulceration  arose  from  the  use 
of  pessaries. 

Two  anatomical  conditions  naturally  favor 
the  frequent  occurrence  of  the  disease,  viz  : 

£B  d:'ord  cm  Diseases  of  Women  ani  Childrvn,  p.  131. 

the  dependent  position  of  the  os ;  but  more 
especially  that  the  veins  of  the  os  are  unsup- 
plied  with  valves. 
These  natural  conditions,  in  connection 

with  the  periodical  afflux  of  blood  to  the  or- 
gan, and  the  fact  that  the  parenchymatous 

tissue  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  are 
not  unfrequently  the  seat  of  inflammation  and 
congestion,  may  readily  explain  in  some 
measure  the  frequent  occurrence  of  cervical 

diseases,  ~Not  less  readily,  irom  this  and 
other  allied  causes,  can  we  understand  that 
when  ulceration  is  once  i  airly  establi-bed  it 
never  recovers  without  proper  treatment. 

Syphilis  has  in  rare  instances  been  the 
cause  of  this  affection.  I  say  rare,  because  it 
is  a  cause  less  frequent  than  many  may  sup- 

pose, and  by  a  few  is  denied  to  excile  it,  ex- 
cept as  the  initial  lesion  of  that  disease.  I 

have  never  seen  a  case  of  the  kind  that  was 
unmistakably  of  syphilitic  origin.  Many  good 
authorities  speak  of  its  not  being  a  common 

source  of  cervical  ulceration.  "  Syphilis*  may 
affect  the  cervix  uteri,  either  as  a  primary  or 
secondary  disorder,  though  in  neither  form  is 
it  by  any  means  common.  It  is  now  a  settled 
fact  that  true  chancre  may  locate  itself  upon 
the  cervix,  but  not  the  less  certain  is  it  that  it 
rarely  does  so.  I  have  seen  but  one  case  in 
which  I  felt  satisfied  that  a  cervical  ulcer  was 

of  this  character." 
Bumstead,  in  his  thorough  and  compre- 

hensive work  on  veneral  diseases,  does  not 
mention  it,  which  fact  strongly  argues  its 
great  rarity.  Duparcque,  Cullerler, 
Bennet,  Ricord  and  others,  confirm  this 
view.  Ulceration  as  a  secondary  lesion  is 
more  common  than  primary,  and  may  assume 
any  of  the  forms  of  ulceration  common  to  its 
production  from  non-specific  causes. 

GRANULAR  ULCERATION,  OR  INFLAMMATION. 

We  shall  pay  special  attention  to  this  form 
of  ulceration  first.  Its  promiuentand  charac- 

teristic symptom  is  the  development  on  the 
os  and  within  the  cervix  of  a  granular  surface. 
TVe  think  the  chief  reason  why  this  is  the 
most  frequent  form  observed,  is  because  the 
disease  is  not  detected  during  the  early  stage, 
when  it  was  simply  an  abrasion  or  slight  ero- 

sion of  the  os  or  cervix.  As  the  gravity  of 
the  symptoms  increase  the  attention  of  the 
physician  is  called  to  the  uterus,  which  has 
probably  been  the  seat  of  unobserved  disease 

♦  Thomas'  Diseases  of  Women,  p  282. 
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for  months  or  years,  and  has  now  degenerated 
into  granular  laceration. 

Chief  among  the  causes  of  granular  ulcera- 
tion stands  inflammation,  which  may  be  either 

of  the  parenchymatous  tissue,  or  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  cervix  or  body  of  ihe  uterus. 

But  while  inflammation  stands  as  the  most  ap- 
parent cause,  there  is  always  something  be- 

hind to  excite  the  inflammatory  action.  Il 
would  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  an  ulcerative 
process,  as  usually  met  with  in  this  organ, 
without  its  being  accompanied  with  infl  smma- 
mation  in  some  degree.  Yet  some  of  the 
causes  before  named  may  act  bv  exciting, 
first,  a  circumscribed  ulcer,  or  abrasion,  which 
will  induce  inflammatory  action  at  first  slight 
in  degree  and  extent,  but  by  mere  continuity 
of  tissue  it  may  extend  to  the  whole  organ  or 
at  least  to  the  cervix.  When  this  extent  in  the 

morbid  process  is  reached,  the  ulceration  con- 
tinues indefinitely  to  keep  up  a  continuance 

of  the  inflammation,  while,  per  contra,  the  in- 
flammation causes  an  increase  in  the  extent 

and  gravity  of  the  ulcer.  Thus  the  disease 
continues  without  abatement,  until  proper 
treatment  for  relief  is  adopted. 
We  can  conceive  how  an  ulcer  may  have 

its  starting  point  in  mere  fription  against  the 
vaginal  walls  from  displacement,  from  pessa- 

ries, or  from  abuse  of  coitus,  or  other  mechan- 
ical injuries,  which  w^uld  excite  the  inflam- 

matory process,  and  be  continued  indefinite  y 
through  every  phase  of  the  disease,.  Vagir  al 
or  uterine  leucorrhoea  also  frequently  cause 
the  disease. 

In  addition,  anemia,  or  its  opposite  condi- 
tion, as  well  as  various  constitutional  symp- 
toms, favor  ulceration.  All  causes  of  inflam- 

mation of  the  womb  are  liable  to  result 
through  that  morbid  process,  in  ulcerative 
action.  Anteversion,  retroversion,  prolapsus, 
in  short  all  displacements  of  the  uterus,  may 
prove  exciting  causes.  Not  less  may  vaginal 
inflammation  do  so,  if  severe  and  exlensive. 

The  symptoms  which  this  disease  gives  rise 
to  generally,  but  by  no  means  invariably,  lead 
the  physician  to  suspect  ulceration.  If  the 
parenchymatous  tissue  or  mucous  membrane 
of  the  uterus  is  but  slightly  involved,  very 
few  characteristic  symptoms  of  the  real  path- 

ological condition  will  be  present.  There  will 
be  leucorrhoea,  more  or  less  profuse,  generally 
yellowish  or  muco-purulent,  or  even  purulent 
If  the  deceased  surface  is  extensive  there  will 

be  occasionally  a  sanguinous  discharge,  espe- 

peciallv  after  coitus  or  any  other  mechanical 
irritation.  The  menstrual  flow  will  be  gener- 

ally painful*  and  increased  in  quantity  and 
frequency,  as  well  as  prolonged  beyond  the 
usual  1  ime  of  duration,  and  from  this  the  pa- 

tient becomes  anemic,  with  a  general  failure 
of  the  secretion  of  the  different  important  or- 

gans. This  latter  condition  often  'eads  the 
unwary  physician  astray,  and  he  will  be  found 
treating  "  liver  complaints,"  gastritis  or  cys- 

titis, palpitations,  etc.,  etc.,  thus  clipping  oft' the  branches  while  the  real  disease  is  left  un- 
observed and  therefore  untouched- 

"  Ordinarily  these  are*  the  symptoms  which 
will  be  noticed  in  a  case  of  gravity  ; 

"  Profuse  bloody  and  purulent  leucorrhoea  ; 
"  Pain  and  hemorrhage  after  intercourse  ; 
"  Menorrhagia  or  metrorrhagia; 
'  Pain  on  locomotion  ; 

"  Fixe d  pain  in  the  back  and  loins  ; 
"  Tendency  to  spanemia  ; 
"  Nervous  disorders  and  perhaps  hysteria," 

to  which  we  may  add  an  almost  constant 
weight  or  dragging  sensation  in  the  pelvis, of- 

ten amounting  to  quite  severe  pain,  with  pain 
in  the  thighs.  B  sides  all  these,  the  physi- 

cian shou  d  not  be  thrown  oft*  his  guard  by 
a  prominence  of  gastric,  hepatic  or  cardiac 
symptoms,  or  very  frequent  headaches,  espe- 

cially if  the  pain  is  located  at  the  top  or  crown 
of  the  head,  as  a  pain  in  this  location  is  al- 

most pathognomonic  of  uterine  disease  which 
may  or  may  not  prove  to  be  ulcerative  in 
character. 

For  ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix  the 

touch  and  speculum  are  all  that  are  usually  re- 
quired. Sometimes,  however,  other  means 

are  needed  to  bring  the  whole  os  into  full 
view,  as  the  sound,  a  pair  of  long  forceps,  etc. 
The  vaginal  touch  alone  will  very  often  be 
sufficient  to  d;  moustrate  the  existence  of  a 
granular  ulcer.  Instead  of  the  normal  sensa- 

tion that  a  healthy  os  imparts  to  the  finger, 
the  granulations  present  an  uneven  surface, 
u  velvety,"  and  this  is  the  more  readily  made 
out  when  the  granulations  are  large.  The 
touch  also,  generally,  reveals  an  enlarged  cer- 

vix with  one  or  the  other  of  the  lips  more  or 
less  elongated,  or  one  portion  destroyed  by 
the  ulcer,  while  the  other  is  intact  but  hyper 
trophied,  or  hard  and  indurated. 

Experience  will  soon  teach  the  ordinary 
observer  the  evidence  necessary  to  decide 

#  I);,  sm  'iiorrhcB.i  is  a  common  sy  m  -torn. =*Loc.  eit. 
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what  the  condition  of  the  os  is,  generally,  by 
the  touch  alone.  Bat  this  should  not  be  too 
much  relied  upon,  as  not  unfrequently  when 
the  touch  fails  to  decide  the  presence  of  an 
ulcer  the  speculum  will  readily  demonstrate 
its  existence.  By  it  the  cervix,  and  especially 
the  os,  are  observed  to  be  covered  with  pus, 
or  muco-pus.  which  being  cleared  off  by  means 
of  a  mop  of  cotton,  lays  bear  an  ''intensely 
red,  granular,  hemorrhagic  looking  space,  of 
greater  or  less  extent,  closely  resembling  the 
inner  surface  of  the  eyelids  when  affected 

with  granular  degeneration."  If  of  long 
standing  the  granulations  can  be  plainly  seen, 
usually  raised  above  the  surrounding  surface  ; 
but  if  recent  it  is  not  likely  raised,  but  little 
if  any.  Sometimes  a  portion  of  the  cervix  is 
destroyed  by  the  ulcerative  process,  leaving 
one  lip  to  project  far  beyond  the  diseased  one, 
or  possibly  both  are  more  or  less  destroyed. 
The  course  and  duration  of  this  disease 

when  left  without  treatment  is  steadily  on- 
ward in  its  progress.  "  There*  is  no  proof 

existing  that  this  disease  is  ever  recovered 
from  without  surgical  interference,  although 
as  to  this  being  impossible,  I  am  by  no  means 
positive.  The  degenerated  surface  may  go  on 
for  an  unlimited  time  pouring  out  pus,  and 
thus  greatly  impoverish  the  blood  and  cause 
the  gravest  constitutional  results ;  or  the  same 
unfortunate  end  may  be  reached  earlier  by 
spread  of  the  morbid  action  up  the  canal,  as 
far  as  the  cs  internum." 

At  first,  as  a  rule,  the  epithelium  is  denud- 
ed, thus  forming  the  simplest  kind  of  ulcer. 

Thus  far  there  is  no  depression  of  the  diseased 
surface,  but  it  retains  its  level  with  the  sur- 

rounding surface ;  and  for  this  reason  those 
who  do  not  entertain  a  belief  of  the  existence 
of  uterine  ulceration  at  all,  do  not  consider 
the  term  ulceration  applicable  to  this  affec- 

tion. Bat  as  there  is  a  solution  of  continuity 
of  the  epithelium,  which  all  anatomists  per- 

sist in  including  as  a  part  of  the  membrane, 
there  is  to  my  mind  no  impropriety  in  term- 

ing this  commencing  stage  as  ulceration. 

"After*  the  epithelium  is  lost  lor  some 
time  there  is  a  gradual  increase  in  the  size  of 
the  papillary  structure  of  the  membrane  cov- 

ering the  neck  of  the  uterus ;  and  if  the  mem- 
brane is  now  examined,  instead  of  the  smooth 

redness  there  is  something  of  a  velvety  or 

plushy  appearance."   These  little  points  con- 
*TljonanH  on  I)iseas<  s  of  Women,  p.  274. 
*Byford  on  the  Uterus,  p.  98. 

tinue  to  increase  in  size,  and  though  at  fiEst 
of  a  great  number,  and  small,  they  become 
numerically  lees  by  the  larger  ones  crowding 
out  or  rather  enveloping  the  smaller. 

After  a  considerable  time,  if  the  diseased 
surface  is  examined,  the  process  of  develop- 

ment of  large  points  has  increased,  uutil  the 
granulations  can  be  plainly  seen  and  are  large 
as  strawberry  seeds,  and  the  appearance  to 
some  extent,  resembles  the  surface  of  a  ripe 
strawberry,  except  being  much  more  intensely 
red.  I  have  more  frequently  found  cases  ad- 

vanced to  this  degree  of  ulceration  than  any 
other.  The  surface  is  now  covered  with  pus 
or  muco-pus,and  when  mopped  off,bleeds  quite 
freely  for  some  time.  From  this  stage  or  de- 

gree the  granulations,  if  left  untreated,  in- 
crease in  size  to  that  of  a  wheat  grain.  Dur- 

ing all  this  time  there  is  generally  no  depres- 
sion in  the  surface,  but  granulations  are  usu- 
ally a  little  raised  above  the  surrounding 

level.  Sometimes,  however,  there  is  consid- 
erable loss  of  substance,  and  if  the  disease  is 

confined  to  one  lip  it  will  be  found  eaten 
away,  more  or  less,  by  the  ulcer.  The  papillae 
of  the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  os  and 
cervix,  each  contain  a  loop  of  capillary  ves- 

sels. When  the  membrane  becomes  denuded, 
these  are  left  to  bleed,  because  unprotected 
by  the  epithelial  layer.  As  these  vessels  be- 

come hypertrophied  during  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  bleeding  is  more  profuse,  and  this 
has  given  rise  to  the  name  bleeding  ulcer. 
Occasionally  the  veins  are  enlarged,  giving 
rise  to  the  name  of  varicose  ulcer,  Again, 
the  ulcer  will  occasionally  be  found  covered 
with  a  false  membrane,  denominated  the  diph- 

theritic ulcer. 
A  few  writers  have  termed  some  of  these 

ulcers  '  fungus,"  in  consequence  of  their  large 
granulations  and  profuse  hemorrhage.  These 
names  have  given  rise  to  considerable  confu- 

sion, but  they  only  represent  the  different  ap- 
pearances and  stages  of  the  same  form  of  ul- 

ceration, to  which  the  term  granular  alone 
should  be  applied. 
E version  of  the  cervix  frequently  causes 

granular  ulceration.  This  eversion  may  be 
induced  by  high  inflammatory  action,  engorge- 

ment, or  by  slitting  up  the  cervix  for  the  re- 
lief of  other  diseases.  "  At*  times  the  hyper- 

trophy, which  under  these  circustances  may 
take  place  in  the  crested  folds  of  the  everted 
#Loc.  cit. 
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cervical  membrane,  produces  so  great  a  de- 
gree of  convolution  and  projection  as  to 

have  caused  the  appellation  of  fungus ,  or 
cock's  comb  granulation,  to  be  applied  to  it. 
#  #  #  This  is  merely  an  exageration  of  the 
villous  hypertrophy  recently  mentioned." 
The  prognosis  is  usually  favorable  when 

the  proper  plan  of  treatment  is  adopted.  The 
time  in  which  recovery  takes  place  is  some- 

times drawn  out  to  a  considerable  length,  and 
the  treatment  in  any  case  will  usually  require 
two  or  three  months,  and  not  unfrequently 
six  or  twelve  months.  The  permanency  of 
the  recovery  will  depend  on  the  removal  of 
whatever  caused  and  kept  up  the  ulcerative 
process.  If  cervical  or  corporeal  metritis  ex- 

ist at  the  same  time,  this  too  should  be  re- 
lieved. In  many  cases  of  long  standing  ul- 

ceration the  system  has  become  generally 
deranged,  the  patient  is  anemic,  nervous, 
dyspeptic,  hysteric,  etc.  These  disabilities 
may  continue  for  a  time  to  annoy  both  patient 
and  physician  after  the  ulceration  is  cured, 
but  under  a  well  directed  tonic  course  they 
are  usually  relieved. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  affection,  the  local 
application  of  remedies,  and  scarcely  less,  local 
hygienic  measures  should  be  used.  But  de- 

pendence should  not  be  placed  on  these  alone. 
The  ulceration  is  often  only  a  local  manifesta- 

tion of  a  graver  disease  behind  it ;  as  metritis, 
endometritis,  disease  of  the  cervical  c^nal,  or 
flexion  of  the  uterus.  The  immediate,  as  well 
as  remote  causes,  should  be  hunted  out  and 
attended  to  promptly,  while  at  the  same  time 
topical  treatment  should  not  be  relinquished. 
In  a  few  cases,  however,  the  local  treatment 
alone  will  effect  a  rapid  and  permanent  cure. 

"  The*  disorder  which  most  commonly  in- 
duces granular  ulceration,  is  mucous  or  paren- 

chymatous inflammation  at  the  vaginal  ex- 
tremity of  the  cervix.  The  s^lu  ion  of  con- 

tinuity to  which  the  caustics  are  applied,  act 
after  their  application  as  an  issue,  and  they,  by 
derivative  and  alterative  influence,  tffect  a 

cure." 
To  meet  general  systemic  derangement,  the 

judgment  of  the  practitioner  must  be  left  to 
decide  the  demands  of  each  case  for  itself.  A 
general  tonic  course,  either  of  the  mineral, 
bitter  barks  or  nerve  tonic,  will  usually  be  in- 

dicated. For  treatment  of  other  diseases  of 

the  womb,  when  co-existing  with  ulceration, 
the  means  of  local  treatment  arj  by  caustic 

♦  Thomas,  p.  2lT. 

injections,  suppositories,  topical  bleeding, 
and  occasionally  means  to  have  the  acrid  or 
profuse  secretions  checked  or  removed.  Of 
these  the  topical  use  of  caustics  is  the  most 
important.  These  are  applied  to  the  ulcerat- 

ed surface  through  a  speculum.  The  cylin- 
drical or  Hodge  speculum  usually  answers 

every  purpose,  and  is  far  superior  fortius  pur- 
pose to  the  bivalve  or  trivalve  speculum.  The 

Berne  speculum  is  doubtless  the  best  now  in 
use  for  this  or  nearly  any  other  operation 
upon  the  uterus  or  vagina.  It  is  necessary 
that  all  of  the  diseased  surface  should  be  ex- 

posed, which  can  nearly  always  be  done  with 
the  Hodge  speculum,  by  a  little  dextrous  ma- 

nipulation. The  Berne  speculum  is  so  well 
adapted  to  all  manner  of  manipulations  that 
a  short  acquaintance  with  its  use  will  enable 
the  operator  to  expose  any  portion  6f  the 
yagina  or  cervix  necessary.  The  only  objec- 

tion I  can  conceive  to  it,  is  the  greater  liabili- 
ty to  expose  the  external  genitals ,  w  hich  should 

never  be  done  unless  really  necessary  in  order 
to  observe  and  treat  disease  located  at  that 

point. 
The  speculum  being  introduced,  the  ulcer 

should  be  cleared  of  all  secretion,  as  mucus, 
pus,  or  blood,  that  may  cover  its  surface.  If 
the  granulations  are  very  large,  they  should 
be  snipped  off  with  a  pair  of  long  scissor,  or 
scraped  off;  then,  after  the  hemorrhage  has 
ceased,  the  caustic  should  be  applied.  Nitrate 
of  silver,  zinci  sulp.,  caustic  potassa,  acid  ni- 

trate of  mercury,  carbolic  or  chromic  acid,  may 
be  used,  or  even  the  actual  cautery.  Of  these, 
for  by  far  the  greater  majority  of  cases  the 
lunar  caustic  is  all  that  is  necessary,  and  I 
prefer  it  to  any  of  the  therapeutic  agents  men- 

tioned. This  should  be  applied  over  the  entire 
uicer  thoroughly.  It  seldom  causes  any  paint 
beyond  a  mere  smarting  sensation  which  soon 
ceases. 

After  this  the  patient  should  be  directed  to 
use  vaginal  injections  of  tepid  water  largely, 
or  if  the  vaginal  walls  are  greatly  relaxed;  and 
there  is  a  profuse  leucorrhoea  from  the  vaginal 
mucous  surface,  a  mild  astringent  solution,  as 

of  alum,  tannin,  sulp.  zinci,  may^be  used  in- 
stead of  the  t ̂ pid  water.  A  gallont  should 

be  used  two  or  three  times  a  day.  For  this 

purpose  the  Davidson's  syringe  is  a  most  ex- 
cellent instrument.    The  female  tube  being 

f  Some  speak,  however,  of  its  occasionally  causing  very 
great  pain,  .  ausea,  headache,  and  general  prostration. 

X  This  should  be  stringently  carried  out. 
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fluid  should  be  run  through  at  one  sitting. 
This  insures  perfect  cleanliness,  a  thing  as 
necessary  in  the  treatment  of  uterine  ulcera- 

tion as  in  that  of  ulcers  elsewhere. 
The  time  for  the  repetition  of  the  caustic 

application  w  11  vary  according  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ulcer.  Once  in  eight  to  twelve 

days  being  usually  sufficiently  frequent.  In 
an  ulcer  located  on  the  external  surface  of  the 

body  or  extremities,  which  requires  cauteri- 
zation, we  do  not  repeat  the  operation,  unless 

for  some  special  reason,  as  long  as  it  contin- 
ues to  heal  or  throw  out  healthy  granulations. 

The  same  rule  should  also  attain  in  the  treat- 
ment of  uterine  ulcers.  Between  the  inter- 

vals of  cauterization,  vaginal  suppositories 
will  prove  useful  adjuvants.  These  may  be 
used  every  night  or  alternate  night  by  being 
pushed  up  to  the  cerv  x  at  bed-time  by  the 
patient.  These  I  have  usually  directed  to  be 
made  of  uegt.  hydr.  nitra?,  with  extract  of 
belladonna,  and  occasionally  a  drop  of  carbolic 
acid,  the  whole  in  capsule.  A  very  good 
formula  for  these  suppositories  is : 

&.   Ungt.  bydrargyri,  gj. 
Acid,  tannic,  gj. 
Ulmi  pulvis.,  q.s.  M. 

Ft.  suppos.,  vj. 
S. — Oxie  to  ue  used  at  bed  time. 

If  the  ulcer  is  irritable  or  much  pain  is  ex- 
perienced, an  annodyne  may  be  added,  as 

morphia  or  extract  belladonna.  In  a  case 
where  the  ulceration  i<<  slight,  it  may  be  en- 

tirely cured  by  these  suppositories  in  connec- 
tion with  the  free  vaginal  ablutions  recom- 

mended. This  mode  of  treatment  may  some- 
times be  successfully  adopted,  where  the 

lady  is  so  strongly  tinctured  with  false  mod- 
esty as  to  prevent  the  proper  uses  of  the  spec- 

ulum and  caustic.  But  in  cases  of  <  xtensive 

ulceration  with  other  grave  uterine  complica- 
tions, the  physician  would  be  very  derelict  if 

he  should  depend  upon  the  suppositories  and 
injections,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  local 
treatment. 

A  medicated  sponge  or  pledget  of  cotton* 
may  be  used  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  sup- 

positories, but  these  are  objectionable  for  the 
reason  that  most  of  the  medicated  solution  is 
squeezed  out  and  applied  to  the  vaginal  walls 
during  the  process  of  introduction,  instead  of 
to  the  diseased  cervix,  unless  introduced 
through  a  tube.    Simpson  used  and  recom- 
♦Sims. 

mended  dry  powders  to  the  ulcer,  by  means 
of  a  vaginal  tube.  This  might  consist  of 
some  mild  astringent  combined  with  gum 
tragacanth,  or  ulmus  pulvis.,  or  of  alterative 
mixtures  in  powder. 

To  keep  the  ulcerated  surface  clear  of  irri- 
tating secretions,  or  when  the  secretion  is  too 

abundant,  a  large  pledget  of  dry  cotton  or  lint 
may  be  introduced  after  each  injection,  which 
will  absorb  them,  and  in  their  withdrawal  parti- 

ally clean  the  vaginal  surface.    Th  se  should 
have  a  strong  thread  attached  to  facilitate  re- 

moval. Topical  bleeding  is  a  remedy  strongly 
recommended  by  some  authorities,  and  is  in 
many  cases  of  great  advantage,  but  as  a  rule  I 
deem  these  unnecessary  and  sometimes  damag- 

ing, for  we  generally  find  the  patient  more  or 
less  anemic,  and  bleeding  will  only  add  to  that 
trouble,  without  anything  more  of  advantage 
than  very  temporary  relief  of  the  local  hyperse- 
mia.  Scanzoni,  however,  recommends  this  in 

the  following  terms  :  "  As*  to  treatment,  the 
most  important  point  is  first  to  diminish  the 
hyperemia  of  the  uterus,  which  on  one  side 
produces  the  ulcerations,  and  on  the  other 

is  kept  up  by  them.  The  best  means,  of  attain" 
ing  this  end  are,  to  repeat  every  six  or  eight 
days  local  blood-lettings,  the  action  of  which 
should  be  kept  up  by  the  continual  use  of  a 

slightly  purgative  mineral  water.    *   *    *  * 
We  can  state  that  we  have  never  seen  these 

depletions  which  are  repeated  at  such  great  in- 
tervals exercise  any  debilitating  influence 

upon  the  system."    Notwithstanding  this 
strong  statement  from  so  high  an  authority,  I 
would  hesi  ate  to  practice  topical  bleed  ng  in 

cases  greatly  debilitated,  or  where  a  sanguin- 
ous  di 'charge  was  occasionally  taking  place 
from  the  diseased  surface,  and  especially  if  the 
patient  was  the  subject  of  menorrhagia  or 
metrorrhagia. 

The  bowels  should  bealways  kept  regular, 
by  securing  one  or  two  easy  movements  daily. 
This  can  usually  be  accomplished  when  neces- 

sary by  one  or  two  dinner  pills,  or  comp.  rhei 
pills.  Good  nourishing  diet,  easy  of  digestion, 
should  be  used.  Some  authorities  strongly 
recommend  that  the  patient  be  kept  in  bed. 
This  I  deem  to  be  bad  practice,  for  the  con- 

finement must,  to  be  of  utility,  last  from  one 
to  several  months,  which  would  inevitably 
produce  muscular  weakness,  a  tendency  to 
constipation,   digestive   derangements,  im- 

*Dis.  Females,  Fourth  Ed.,  pp.  220-1. 
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poverishment  of  the  blood  with  more  or  less 
nervousness  and  mental  dissatisfaction,  all  of 
which  should  be  studiously  avoided.  Much 
better  is  it  for  the  patient  to  take  abundant 
passive  and  moderate  active  exercise,  adopt- 

ing at  the  same  time  every  possible  hygienic 
advantage*,  with  which  the  physician  should 
combine  a  good  general  tonic  course  of  treat- 
ment. 

(To  be  continued.) 

Medical  Societies, 

THE  CENTRAL  NEW  YORK  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Central 
New  York  Medical  Society  was  held  in  Citv 
Hall,  Syracuse,  Dec.  19,  commencinsr  at  11 
o'clock  A.  M.  The  organization  includes  the counties  of  central  and  western  New  York. 
The  attendance  of  physicians  was  very  large. 

president's  inaugural  address. 
Dr.  IIovEY,  of  Rochester,  read  his  inaugu- 

ral address,  extracts  from  which  we  present 
below : 

In  the  brief  history  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion of  Central  New  York,  we  find  greater 

prosperity  and  more  permanent  goodTand  a 
longer  stride  in  the  advancement  of  medical 
science  than  its  most  ardent  founders  antici- 

pated. Its  mee<ings  have  been  largely  at- 
tended and  represented  by  the  best  men  of 

the  profession,  who  are  distinguished  through- 
out the  State  and  country  for  their  learning 

and  ability.  These  men  have  by  their  talent 
rendered  our  meetings  profitable  and  interest- 

ing. At  each  convention  a  large  number  of 
well-written  essays,  on  topics  well  selected 
and  p'operly  discussed,  have  been  presented. 

Communities  have  a  right  to  demand  that 
the  physicians  shall  be  informed  and  posted 
on  all  quest  ons  relatinor  to  health  and  dis- 

ease. He  is  by  his  profession  made  the  ad- 
viser of  and  minister  to  the  people,  so  long  as 

he  follows  his  profession.  It  is  just  as  dis- 
honorable and  degrading,  professionally,  for 

a  medical  man  in  the  profession  to  prescribe 
a  routine  of  medicines  of  all  diseases  without 
investigation  of  cause  or  effect,  as  it  is  to 
give  the  infinitesimal  dose  without  knowl- 

edge of  the  pathology  of  disease. 
Yesterday  I  was  called  to  see  a  child  in  a 

family  who  had  for  several  years  employed 
the  homceopathist  persuasion  to  do  their 
medical  husiness,  and  after  a  careful  investi- 

gation of  the  patient  I  prescribed  only  hygienic 
treatment.  The  mothtr  remonstrated,  and 
said  ;t  that  her  doctors  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  giving  from  two  to  four  kinds  of  medicine, 
and  they  never  have  asked  one- With  the 
number  of  questions  you  have,  and  she  thought 

her  child  needed  remedies."  Again  within 
ten  days  I  was  called  in  consultation  with 
a  member  of  the  profession,  who  had  been 
administering  a  routine  of  active  r*  medies 
with  no  apparent  appreciation  of  their  nature 
or  of  the  pathology  of  disease. 

To  avoid  difficulties  like  these,  and  others, 
the  physician  should  embrace  eve»y  opportu- 

nity within  his  reach,  and  profit  not  only  by 
his  own  experience  but  by  the  united  exper- 

ience of  others,  and  by  the  literature  of  the 

profession. 
Typhoid  Fever  and  Bowel  Hemorrhage. 

Dr.  Weed,  of  Clyde,  presented  a  paper  on 
the  treatment  of  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels 
in  typhoid  fever.  Dr.  W.  referred  to  the 
grave  complication  of  this  hemorrhage  aiid  its 
cure.  It  mi^hr,  be  affirm' d  thtt  in  an  exhaus- 

tive fever  this  symptom  was  an  alarming  one. 
It  had  occurred  even  in  convalesence  ;  various 
astringents  had  been  recommended,  but  their 
operations  were  not  always  satisfactory.  He 
gave  the  history  of  a  case  when:  blood  was 
passing  largely,  and  the  prognosis  wa*  most 
unfavorable.  The  styptic  properties  of  the 
oil  of  turpentine  occurred  to  him  and  he  re- 

solved to  give  it  a  trial;  he  gave  teaspoon  fill 
doses  repeated  twice  in  thirty  minutes  and 
then  in  smaller  quantities,as  the  cases  seemed 
to  require.  The  doctor  gave  a  history  of  sev- 

eral cases  of  a  similar  and  very  severe  char- 
acter, in  which  turpentine  had  always  been 

given  with  complete  success. 
Cathartic  SsmecSy  for  Albuminuria. 

Dr.  Moore,  of  Rochester,  presen  ed  a  ca^e. 
He  read  a  paper  at  the  last  session  on  albu- 

minuria. He  had  endeavored  to  enforce  the 
idea  that  alburi  inuria  might  remain,  as  an  or- 

ganic disease,  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time;  and  during  that  time  there  was  a 
remedy  in  cathartics,  and  that  remedy  com- 

mon epsom  salts.  The  case  was  that  of  a 
patient  where  the  condition  of  albuminuria 
was  r<  moved  by  the  cathartic  treatment. 

Dr.  Benedict  gave  the  history  of  a  c^se  of 
similar  character  that  had  fallen  undtr  his 
notice  at  the  time  of  the  last  session  The 
patient  had  been  going  rapidly  downward, 
and  he  had  almost  given  her  up  when  he 
heard  the  recommendation  or  Dr.  Mo<  re,  of 
Rochester,  at  the  last  meeting.  He  imme- 

diately gave  her  the  remedy  Dr.  D.  had  rec- 
ommended, and  found  relief  from  her  dropsy 

and  the  difficulty  of  breathing  she  had  experi- 
enced. In  the  course  of  six  or  seven  days  the 

dropsy  had  ceased,  and  the  traces  of  albumen 
were  less  marked.  She  omilted  ihe  salts  for 
a  time,  and  was  taken  care  of  by  a  physician 
of  Utica,  who  treated  her  diff  rernly.  Her 
symptoms  returned,  and  again  Dr.  Benedict 
ireated  with  the  salts,  and  found  marked  re- 

lief, but  she  was  finally  worn  out  and  passed away. 

Dr.  Campbell, of  Skaneateles,  had  t  wo  cases 
one  of  which  had  been  treated  after  Dr. 

I  Moore's  plan.    Sulphate  of  magnesia  he 
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thought  had  driven  away  the  presence  of  al- 

bumen, but  severe  headache  had  continued ; 
in  the  seventh  month  she  had  been  taken 
with  convulsions;  he  had  put  her  under  the 
influence  of  chlorofom  for  three  or  four  bo^rs, 
and  he  had  given  all  the  sulphate  of  magnesia 
she  could  take;  she  continued  through  the 
day  unconscious  and  no  convulsions,  and  the 
next  dav  seemed  to  be  improving,  but  some 
shock  occurred.  The  test  showed  two-thirds 
albumen  ;  coma  occurred;  one  hand  and  foot 
were  not  used  by  the  patient;  artificial  de- 

livery followed,  when  she  sank  and  died  in  a 
comatose  condition. 

Dr.  Mowris,  inquired  whether  the  saline 
treatment  had  been  successful  after  scarlet 
fever,  and  Dr.  Moore  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Shamming  Lame  Backs. 

Dr.  Moore  made  interesting  statements  re- 
garding what  he  termed  "  malingering  lame 

back,  '•  whi  h  might  not  be  inappropriately 
termed  "  shamming  l-«me  back."  During  the 
war  a  large  number  of  patients  had  been  sent 
to  the  Rochester  Hospital  from  New  York. 
Some  of  them  claimed  to  be  suffering  from 
lame  back,  and  were  lying  about  the  matter. 
The  statements  of  the  men  had  been  taken 
because  no  objective  asseveration  could  be 
reached.  How  to  diagnose  the  cases  object- 

ively was  the  gre&t  problem.  The  doctor's 
method  ̂   as  the  most  ingenious.  He  suspended 
a  trapez%  and  the  patients  were  required  to 
take  held  of  the  bar  and  partialiv  bear  their 
weight  by  their  hands  ;  while  hanging  in  this 
way,  with  their  feet  just  touching  the  floor, 
they  could  be  swung  from  side  to  side.  With 
the  hand  he  could  ferl  whether  the  muscles 
on  each  side  of  the  back  relaxed  and  extended 
naturally.  If  they  did  the  patients  had  been 
shamming,  and  their  lame  backs  were  a  myth. 
This  method  had  been  most  successfully  used. 

Tha  Mumps. 
Dr.  Eldridire  related  cases  of  mumps  which 

he  had  invariably  cured  (even  when  orchitis 
had  taken  place)  with  an  emetic  in  twelve, 
fourteen  or  twenty-four  hours!  He  never 
knew  the  emetic  to  fail. 

Resolution  Concerning  Abortion. 
Dr.  Button  presented  the  report  of  a  com- 

mittee, which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 
Whereas.  The  subject  of  criminal  abor- 

tion is  of  viial  importance  to  the  community 
and  profession  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  association  fully  and 
cordi  tlly  indorses  and  approves  the  action  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  and  of  the 
New  York  State  Medical  Society;  upon  this 
subject,  and  that  we  pledge  ourselves  indi- 

vidually and  collectively  to  discountenance 
and  of) pose  the  practice  of  this  crime  in  the 
community. 

Detection  of  Abortion. 

£TDr.  Ely  Van  De  Waiker,  of  Syracuse,  pre- 
sented the  sec  nd  of  his  very  valuable  papers 

on  the  "  Detection  of  Criminal  Abortion." 

He  stated  that  various  methods  were  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  abortion.  The  one 
most  common  where  it  was  induced  instru- 
mentally  was  that  of  the  uterine  douche. 
In  France,  puncture  of  the  membrane  was 
usually  resorted  to — instances  of  self-probing 
were  very  common,  and  often  resulted  in 
death  from  injury  done  to  the  wojeb. 

Electricity  was  also  used  to  spur  the  womb 
to  contraction.  It  i*  truly  a  diabolical  little 
instrument.  The  evidences  of  criminal  abor- 

tion, when  it  is  procured  either  by  douche  or 
probing,  are  of  a  marked  -haraeter— dribbling 
away  of  the  amniotic  fluid,  sudden  pain,  and 
hemorrhage,  which  culmiuates  in  an  abortion. 
The  fact  that  a  foetus  presents  signs  of  life 
when  it  is  expelled,  is  an  evidence  of  crimi- 

nality. Natural,  slow-acting  causes  always 
cause  death  of  the  foetus.  An  abortion  caused 
by  drugs  is  a  slow-acting  cause,  and  results  in 
a  dead  fee! us.  Other  interesting  points  were 
introduced  by  the  spe  >ker. 

Dr.  Whedon,  of  Syracuse,  introduced  to  the 
association  a  little  girl  who  was  afflicted  with 
scleroderma.  The  dsease  is  very  rare  indeed, 
some  of  the  physiciaus  never  before  having 
met  with  a  case.  It  was  examined  with  great 
interest.  Dr.  W.  stated  it  was  yielding  to  a 
treatment  of  oil,  iron  aud  iodide  of  potassium. 
President  Hovey  announced  that  the  next 

session  of  the  society  would  be  held  in  Roch- 
ester. He  hoped  all  members  would  come 

prepared  with  papers  and  remain  to  an  eve- 
ning session. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Benedict,  the  association 
adjourned  to  meet  in  Rochester  the  third 
Monday  in  June  next. 

OSWEGO  COUNTY  (K.  Y.,)  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 
Oswego,  Dec,  12  1871. 

This  Society  met  at  the  Revenue  House  at 
10  o'clock  this  morninfir  and  was  called  to  or- 

der by  the  President,  Dr.  Stevens. 
Yellow  Fever. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Brown,  IT.  S.  A.,  then 
read  his  paper  on  Yellow  Fever  as  he  saw  it 
in  1867  among  the  IT.  S  troops  in  New  Orleans 
and  vicinity.  Afier  describing  the  city  (  f  New 
Orleans,  its  surroundings,  and  the  fear  of  the 
inhabitants  during  that  dreadful  season,  the 
doctor  explained  the  different  types  of  fever 
and  the  symptoms  of  the  same.  He  gave  his 
experience  in  treating  the  ep'demic.  A  camp 
of  sixty  soldiers,  situated  at  New  Iberia,  La., 
pfdssed  the  summer  of  '67  without  a  single 
case,  although  the  epidemic  prevailed  in  the 
town  to  an  alarming  extent.  Disinfection 
was  thoroughly  carried  out,  and  as  a  prevent- 

ive a  table-spoonful  of  white  mu>tard  seed 
was  put  into  a  glass  of  whisky,  and  after  re- 

maining fifteen  minutes  the  whisky  was  drank 
by  the  men.  The  principal  thins  in  cases  of 
yellow  fever  was  good  nursing,  and  the  Creole 
nurses  are  the  best  in  the  world.  Strict 
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quarantine  of  at  least  twenty-one  days  should 
be  enforced  in  cases  of  ships  coming  from  in- 

fected ports. 
Poisoning  by  Opium. 

Dr.  Murdoch  reported  a  case  of  poisoning 
by  opium.  A  lady  of  melancholy  spirits  pur- 

chased a  two  ounce  vial  of  laudanum  and  took 

the  whole.  The  doctors  cave  a  vpry  inter- 
esting account  of  the  efforts  to  relieve  the 

patient.  Doctors  Brown  and  Stockwell  were 
associated  in  this  case.  This  is  the  first  case 
he  knew  of  where  a  patient  has  recovered 
when  under  the  influence  of  opium  so  long. 
He  attributed  the  saving  of  this  woman  to 
the  injection  of  atropia. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Remarks  on  Intestinal  Obstructions. 

Dr.  Robert  Battey,  in  The  Georgia  Med 
ical  Companion  makes  the  following  remarks on  some  cases  of  this  nature  : 

In  the  first  case  cited,  it  was  manifest  at  the 
post  mortem  examination  that  the  early  use 
of  a  distensile  enema,  of  even  three  pints  of 
warm  water,  would  have  rescued  this  patient 
promptly  and  certainly.  This  inference  was  ir- 

resistible—as  it,  was  the  use  of  purgatives,  and 
purgative  enemata  in  the  earlier  periods  of 
the  illness  was  continued,  with  a  patient 
pertinacity  worthy  of  a  happier  result.  Re- 

peated partial  evacuations  were  obtained,  to 
encourage  perseverance  in  the  method  adopt- 

ed, and  yet,  as  the  event  proved,  all  to  no  good 
end.    Why  was  this  so? 
In  post  mortem  inspections,  after  intestinal 

obstruction,  it  is  not  unfrequently  observed 
that  restricted  areas  of  both  the  lesser  and 
larger  intestines  are  found  to  be  violently 
and  permanently  contracted  down,  into  a  sort 
of  cord,  by  spasm  of  the  muscular  coat,  while 
adjoining  porti  ns  above  and  below  are  of 
normal  or  even  abnormal  distention.  It 
seems  quite  reasonable  to  infer  that  this  spas- 
mod  c  stricturing  of  the  canal  is  coincident 
with  the  severe  colicky  pains  present  in  the 
history  of  the  case.  While  this  state  of  firm 
contraction  exis's  at  any  point  in  the  canal, with  gaseous  distension  above  and  below; 
if  violent  peristaltic  movements  be  induced 
by  the  exh  bition  of  an  active  purgative,  how 
readily  would  the  contracted  portion  slip 
down  and  become  invaginated  in  an  adjoining 
dilattd  part  and  intussusception  be  produced!  j 

A  similar  ad  ion  may  likewise  occur  when  j 
the  exciting  cause  is  an  irritating  or  purgative 
enema  producing  the  active  peristaltic  move- ment. 

Again,  suppose  at  pome  point  in  the  colon 
a  mass  of  scybala  becomes  impacted  ;  irrita- 

tion of  the  intestine  results ;  colicky  pains 
comes  on  with  flatulent  distention,  whi!e  the 
muscular  coat  is  strongly  contracted  and 
firmly  grasping  the  mass  in  its  fold. 
Imagine  the  action  of  a  vigorous  purgative 

in  such  condition,  throwing  the  intestines 
into  violent  peristaltic  commotion ;  h3w 
easily  might  a  distended  portion  above 
reduplicate  itself  over  that  below,  holding  the 
mass  in  its  grasp.  Suppose,  now,  the  three 
layers  overlying  the  obstructing  material  by 
their  three-fold  muscular  power,  should  expell 
it  to  a  point  lower  down,  and  leave  an  intus- 

susception behind.  In  this  case  the  fecal 
matters  might  easily  be  brought  away  by  pur- 

gatives or  purgative  enemata,  while  the  in- 
vaginated intestine  is  by  the  *ame  agency  be- 

ing more  and  more  firmly  grasped  in  muscular 
spasm,  and  the  fate  of  the  poor  sufferer  effect- 

ually sealed. 
And  yet  again :  suppose  a  knuckle  of  intes- 

tine has  slipped  beneath  an  adventitious  band, 
left  by  some  former  local  peritonitis,  and  be- 

come strangulated;  the  irritation,  the  pain, 
the  intesiinal  muscular  spasm  which  ensue 
may  equally  give  rise  to  fatal  mtus-susception, 
under  the  stimulus  of  an  active  purgative  dose. 

Has  it  been  the  fortune  of  the  reader  to  have 
passed  his  earlier  life  upon  a  Georg  a  planta- 

tion? Has  it  been  his  lot  to  witness  in  per- 
son, in  its  annually  recurring  season,  the 

various  stages  and  manipulations  of  the  com- 
plex art,  popularly  known  by  the  term  "hog- 

killing,"'  by  which  the  various  tissues  and 
organs  of  that  animal  are  prepared  for  domes- 

tic uses  and  human  sustenance  ?  Has  he  ever 
stood  over  the  large  tubs  of  clear  spring  water, 
containing  the  u  sausage  skins,"  as  they  are 
sometimes  called,  and  observed  an  old  negress, 
who  ordinarily  conducts  the  cleansing  process, 
fish  up  with  her  finger  the  end  of  an  intestinal 
tube,  insert  a  joint  of  reed  into  its  calibre, 
and  inflate  it  with  her  breath  ?  If  so,  he  has 
taken  his  first  lesson  in  the  management  of 
intestinal  obstruction.  See  how  the  dead 
mass  of  confused  and  shapeless  membranes 
progressively  assumes  form  and  semblance  as 
the  air  distends  their  panels.  How  they 
suddenly  become  reanimated  as  it  were,  and 
rapidly  disentangled  from  the  chaotic  confu- 
s  on,  wind  themselves,  like  the  serpents  of 
Laocoon,  in  graceful  curves  about  the  sable 
arm  of  the  operator.  Observe  more  closely, 
as  the  breath  is  blown  in,  and  note  the  pro- 

pelling power  of  the  inflation ;  how  it  causes 
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stinctive wit  h  real  life,  from  an  entanglement 

aptly  comparable  to  the  Gordian  knot,  with 
a'l  the  ease  and  erace  that  a  serpent  emerges 
from  the  tangled  grass.  Take  up  a  loop  of 
the  intestine  in  the  hand,  confine  it  between 
the  fingers,  and  note  with  what  ready  power 
the  dl-tending  inflation  withdraws  it  from  your 
grasn.  Surely  the  power  of  distention  from 
below  is  the  very  force  needed  f.r  the  relief 
of  intestinal  obstruction,  whatever  be  is  s  cause, 
if  indeed  the  cause  be  removable  by  human 
art. 

The  requisite  distension,  for  the  purpose  in 
view,  may  be  obtained  by  either  of  three 
methods,  namely  :  first,  by  forcing  air  ink)  the 
bowels  with  a  bellows  or  pump  ;  secondly,  by 
the  disenyayement  of  carbonic  acid  gas  in  the 
bowels,  from  the  union  of  tartaric  acid  and 
bicai bonate  of  soda,  separately  introduced; 
and  third,  by  the  forcible  injection  of  suitable 
fluids. 

To  the  first  of  these  it  may  well  be  objected 
that  the  introduction  of  atmospheric  air  into 
the  bowels  produces  irritation  ;  that  irritation 
induces  peristaltic  movements,  muscular  con- 

tractions, muscular  spasm,  all  of  which  tend 
toward  insussu^ception.  and  antagonize  the 
eff  rts  at  distention.  To  the  second  the  same 
ohji  ctiors  apply  with  yet  greater  force  ;  and 
the  power  invoked  is  eminently  uncertain  in 
its  degree  and  difficult  to  be  regulated  and 
controlled.  On  the  other  hand,  to  the  dis- 
tensile  enema  of  simple  tepid  water,  no  valid 
objection  can  be  urged.  It  is  eminently  un- 
irritating,  soothing  and  relaxing  even  in  its 
properties.  It  exerts  a  force  directly  propor- 

tioned to  the  bulk  employed  by  reason  of  the 
incempressibility  of  water,  a  force  which  can 
be  regulated  at  will.  It  is  always  at  hand, 
ai  d  can  be  successfully  administered,  if  need 
be,  with  a  hog's  biadder  and  joint  of  reed. 

In  every  case  of  intestinal  obstruction,  either 
feared,  suspected,  or  known  to  exist,  where 
the  duration  do  s  not  raise  a  well  g-ounded 
apprehension  of  gangrene,  an  anodvue  hav- 

ing been  premised ;  the  distensile  enema 
ought  to  be  the  fust,  and  for  the  most  part 
need  be  the  only  power  invoked  for  the  cure. 
In  the  treatment  of  colic  aud  fecal  impaction, 
it  is  v.iseto  abstain  from  the  use  of  active 
purgatives  until  all  sptsm  of  the  intestines  is 
allayed,  and  fecal  accumu  ati.ons  are  removed 
by  the  distensile  enema. 

Hydrocele. 
Dr.  George  Tilden,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska, 

sends  the  following  to  the  Leavenworth  Medi- cal 1  lei  aid: 
Mr.  C,  set.  s  xty  years,  called  upon  me 

about  a  yea*  since  to  consider  as  to  the  best 
means  of  relief,  by  way  of  some  apparatus  or 
appliance,  from  serious  inconvenience  and 
discomfort  aud  troublesome  excoriations, 
arising,  as  he  termed  it,  from  41  enlargement 
ot  the  testicle."    Upon  examination,  1  found 

a  tumor,  in  form  and  appearance,  precisely!* 
like  that  produced  by  hydrocele,  though  very 
much  above  the  average  size.  At  this  point 
of  the  examination  I  suggested  that  it  might  i 
contain  water;  he  answered,  that  could  not 
be,  as  he  had,  from  first  to  last,  been  care- 

fully examined  by  three  different  physicians, 
and  each  one  had  told  him  that  it  was  solid, 
and  of  a  cancerous  or  malignaut  nature,  would; 
sooner  or  later  certainly  destroy  hia  life,  and 
that  they  could  do  nothing  for  him.  To  my 
surprise,  somewhat,  I  was  enabled  to  detect) 
fluctuation.  I  then  placed  a  lighted  candle  on; 
one  side  of  the  tumor,  but  could  not  discern 
the  light  through  it,  taking,  as  I  did,  the  pre- 

caution to  stretch  the  integuments.  Though 
transparency  and  fluctuation  were  not  present, 
this  did  not  quite  convince  me  that  the  lumor 
was  not  composed  largely  of  serum.  Now  it 
is  known  that  these  great  aids  to  diagnosis  of  1 
this  disease  are  sometimes  wanting  as  a  result 
of  thickening  of  the  tuuica  vaginalis,  and  that 
this  may  sometimes  be  known  by  a  promi- 

nence it  forms  along  the  epididymis.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  solid  tumors  of  the  testicle,  no 
such  projection  along  the  epididymis  exists. 
My  first  impression  was  strengthened,  and  I 
was  anxious  to  employ  the  exploring  needle 
to  correct  or  confirm  it.  But  as  my  patient 
did  not  consult  me  with  a  yiew  to  any  opera- 

tive procedure,  and  was  a  very  timid  man,  I 
experienced  no  little  difficulty  in  persuading 
him  to  permit  me  to  make  even  au  explora- 

tory puncture.  After  confirming  my  diagno- 
sis with  this  instrument,  I  evacuated,  with  the 

common  trocar  and  canula,  twenty-eight  oun- 
ces of  da  k  colored  serum.  Perhaps  the  dark 

color  of  the  fluid  contributed,  in  some  degree, 
to  obscure  the  transparency  of  the  tumor. 
Reaccumulation  of  the  fluid  took  place  far 
more  rapidly  that  is  usual  in  such  cases,  and 
in  three  weeks  the  tumor  was  as  large  and 
hard  as  ever.  I  gain  evacuated  ab  »ut  the 
same  amount  as  before.  I  used  no  injection, 
and  made  no  eff  ort  *  hatever  to  effVct  a  radical 
cure.  Strange  to  say,  the  sac  did  not  refill, 
and  the  patient  did  not  suffer  from  any  of  the 
symptoms  of  inflammation.  At  the  end  of 
nine  months  from  the  last  tapping  there  was 
no  evidence  of  reappearance  of  the  disease. 
The  patient  left  the  city,  a'ld  I  have  no  furth- 

er history  of  the  case.  The  tumor,  when  first 
seen  by  me,  was  very  hard  and  tense.  It  had 
been  rapidly  developed  for  a  case  of  hydro- 

cele. These  facts,  I  have  no  doubt,  contribut- 
ed to  throw  the  physicians,  who  examined  it, 

off  their  guard.  Perhaps,  I  should  state  also, 
that  the  patient  had,  from  time  to  time,  la- 

bored under  the  sy  nptoms  of  sub-acute  in- 
fl  unmation  of  this  organ.  This  might  account 
for  the  u>  usual  thickness  of  the  tuuica  vagin- 

alis, and  the  pain,  perhaps,  gave  rise  to  the 
idea  of  malignai  cy. 

There  are.  I  think,  two  or  three  features  in 
this  case  that  are  worthy  of  notice.  It  teaches 
t'te  great  necessity  and  importance  of  employ- 

ing all  the  means  in  our  power  in  arriving  at  a 
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7  diagnosis  before  coming  to  hasty  conclusions. 
'  Inability  to  detect,  or  the  absence  of  fluctua- 

tion or  transparency  in  a  case  of  hydrocele,  is 
no  excuse  for  the  utterance  of  the  dark  and 

-  gloomy  forebodings  expressed  to  this  patient. 
More  especially  is  this  the  case  when  all 
I  doubt  may  be  removed  by  a  means  so  harmless 
rand  simple  as  the  exploring  needle,  thereby 
saving  the  physician  from  reproach  and  ridi- 

;  cule,  and  the  patient  from  the  groundless  fear 
'of death.    And  another  object  in  reporting 
I  this  case  is  to  call  attention  to  the  curious  and 
3  perhaps  inexplicible  foct  that  as  far  as  known 
II  simply  by  the  so-called  palliative  cure,  with- 
)  out  any  appreciable  resulting  inflammation  what- 
^  ever,  it  is  believed,  a  perfect  and  complete  case 
of  hydrocele  was  effected,  as  there  was  not  a 
particle  of  evidence  of  return  of  the  fluid  after 
1  the  lapse  of  hine  months.    And  the  fact  that 
such  cases  do  occur  should,  perhaps,  incline 
'the  surgeon  to  first  employ  the  palliative 
1  method  rather  than  resort  at  once  to  the  more 
"  hazardous  operations  performed  for  the  radi- 
;  cal  cure  of  ibis  infection. ( 

!  Belladonna  for  Arrest  of  the  Mammary  Secre- 
]  t  on. 

'     Dr.  Trad.  A.  Re  amy  writes  to  the  Cin- 
;cinnati  Clinic,  January  6  : 
:    Mastitis  is  no  trivial  affair;  and  mammary 
•abscess  is  a  calamity  which  every  conscienti- 

ous obstetrician  will  spare  no  pains  in  avert- 
ing from  his  parturient  patients.   When  the 

! child  is  still-born,  or  dies  soon  after  delivery, 
or  from  any  cause  cannot  be  put  to  the 
mother's  breast,  any  means  which  will  arrest 
the  mammary  secretion  is  at  once  a  desidera- 
tum. 

Belladonna,  if  properly  employed,  generally 
proves  itseif  an  agent  competent  to  such  a 
result. 

The  testimony  of  the  profession,  however, 
iupon  this  point,  is  quite  conflicting.    I  need 
not  stop  to  quote  the  authorities  pro.  or  con. 
IThey  are  well  known  to  be  pretty  equally 
divided,  as  to  numbers  and  credibility,  each 

I  founding  his  opinions  upon  clinical  experi- 
•  ence.  My  own  testimony  is  authorized  by  ob- 

servation of  22  cases  in  private  practice,  run- 
ning over  a  period  of  15  years.  In  20  cases 

success  was  perfect.  That  is,  no  amount  of 
secretion  occurred  which  gave  rise  to  any 
trouble.  In  several  cases  no  milk  was  secreted 
at  all.  In  two  cases  the  remedy  seemed  to 
exert  no  influence  whatever,  the  milk  tubes 
being  fully  distended  within  the  usual  time ; 

'  in  one  of  them  intense  inflammation  super- 
1  vened  followed  by  abscess.  It  is  but  fair  to 
'  state,  however,  that  in  this  case  the  breast 
1  which  suffered  had  endured  a  similar  experi- 

ence at  a  former  period,  and,  from  the  conse- 
1  quent  changes  of  structure,  had  not  recovered. 
1   3n  my  judgment  three  important  items  enter 
•  largely  into  the  question  of  success  or  failure 
l  '  with  the  remedy,  viz.:   Time  when  employed; 

preparation  of  tlie  drug;  manner  of  applica- 
tion. 

First,  Time.  The  application  should  be  com- 
menced within  a  few  hours  after  delivery. 

Usually  from  forty  to  seventy  hours  intervene 
between  delivery  and  full  establishment  of 
milk  secretion.  During  this  entire  time  the 
remedy  should  be  applied,  as  it  is  far  easier 
to  arrest  the  secretion  iu  its  incipiencv  than 
when  under  full  headway,  to  prevent  the  fill- 

ing of  the  lacteal  vessels,  than,  to  dispose  of 
their  contents,  and  the  coincident  pain  and 
inflammation,  after  they  are  already  filled. 
The  plausibility  of  this  proposition  seems  to 
me  sufficiently  manifest  without  argument, 
but  is  enforced  by  the  views,  now  most  gener- 

ally received,  by  them  who  have  faith  in  the 
anitigalactic  powers  of  belladonna,  as  to  its 
modus  operandi. 

Second,  as  to  Preparation.  An  aqueous  so- 
lution of  the  alcoholic  extract,  say  fifty  grains 

to  (he  ounce,  is  preferable  either  to  the  fluid 
extract  or  an  ointment — for  the  simple  reason 
that  it  is  more  readily  absorbed. 
As  to  mode  of  Application,  Let  it  be  ap- 

plied wih  the  open  hand  of  the  nurse  over 
the  entire  gland,  or  better  still,  let  strips  of 
muslin  saturated  with  the  solution  be  applied 
and  covered  over  with  oil  silk.  Let  all  fric- 

tion be  scrupulously  avoided  as  ten  ting  power- 
fully to  excite  secretion  in  the  gland. 

Finally,  and  for  the  same  reason,  let  the 
breasts  not  be  emptied  of  colostrum,  or  of  any 
milk  which  may  have  been  secreted  K'j,ep  pup3, 
pumps  and  nurses  mouths  away.  No  injunc- tion made  will  be  more  difficult  to  in  f  orce  than 

this ;  nurses  will  insist  that  ua  part  of  the  milk at  least  must  be  abstracted.  The  breast  must 

dry  up  by  degrees,"  and  yet,  who  does  not know  that  for  every  drachm  of  milk  drawn 
six  drachms  will  be  secreted  as  a  consequence 
of  the  abstraction. 

I  may  be  excused  for  insisting  with  my  pro- 
fessional brethren  who  may  wish  to  give  the 

remedy  a  fair  trial,  that  if  on  the  second  or 
third  day,  as  may  often  occur,  there  should  be 
some  general  fever  accompanied  with  more  or 
less  pain  and  fullness  of  the  breasts,  no  alarm 
need  be  suffered ;  do  not  be  driven  to  abandon 
the  treatment ;  all  those  symptoms  will  sub- 

side v  a  few  hours. 
In  this  connection  I  am  informed  by  my  col- 

league, Prof.  Jas.  T.  Wbittaker,  who  was  for 
six  months  a  pupil  in  the  Vienna  General  Hos- 

pital, that  it  is  the  uniform  practice  in  that  in- 
stitution upon  the  intervention  of  the  first 

symptoms  of  inflammation  in  a  mammary 
gland,  to  wet  nurse  the  child,  and  thus  remove 
every  source  of  irritation.  And  he  saw  no 
cases  of  mammary  abscess  in  any  ward  in  that 
immense  charity.  I  am  gratified  thus  to  have 
attested  by  the  experience  of  extended  hospi- 

tal practice,  the  truth  of  principles  which  I 
had  settled  upon  as  the  result  of  personal  ob- 

servation in  private  practice.  I  have  spoken 
only  of  belladonna  for  arrest  of  secretion  in 
cases  where  desired.  In  a  future  article  I  shall 
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give  ray  experience  with  it,  in  the  manage- 

ment of  intlamel  and  painful  breasts  where 
lactation  was  permitted  to  go  on. 

Black  Small-pox  and  its  Treatment. 
Mr.  John  Aiken,  of  Glasgow,  has  the  fol- 

lowing valuable  article  in  the  Glasgow  Medi- 
cal Journal : 

The  onset  of  this  fearful  form,  in  most  of 
its  symptoms,  resembles   that  of  ordinary 
small-pox.    It  is  attended  by  the  usual  sick 
ness,  fever,  furred  tongue,  etc.,  but  in  addi- 

tion there  is  very  great  oppression  of  the 
breathing,  and  ereat  prostration  of  strength. 
The  pain  in  the  back,  so  often  looked  upon  as 
pathognomonic,  is  quite  a  variable  symptom, 
its  place  bei  %  occupied  by  the  hurried  and 
oppressed  respiration.    The  patient  is  usually 
brought  to  the  hospital  about  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  of  the  disease,  but  in  a  few  cases  we 
have  had  the  privilege  o  observing  its  pro- 

gress from  an  earlier  date.    The  ordinary 
state  of  patients  on  admission,  and  progress 
of  the  disease,  may  be  described  as  follows  : 

The  patient  lies  on  his  back,  apparently 
exhausted,  the  legs  stretched  out,  and  the 
arms  au^  hands  lying  as  if  powerless,  by  the 
sides.    The  face  is  flushed,  and  a  deep  red 
color,  with  more  or  less  of  a  cyanotic  hue. 
The  respirations  are  hurried,  imperfect,  and 
not  filling  (he  chest — often  exceeding  30  per 
n  inute.    The  pulse   runs  from  100  to  140, 
and,  at  this  time,  is   full,  but   soft,  and 
often   intermitting.    The  skin  is  hot,  and 
gives  to  the  hand  a  feeling  of  acridity, 
while  the  thermometer  records  from  104°  Far. 
to  106°  Far.,  and  in  one  108-2°.   In  many 
cases,  and  especially  in  the  early  stage,  the 
skin  is  excessively  tender,  the  patient  suffering 
acute  pain,  even  from  an  attempt  to  examine 
the  state  of  the  pulse  if  not  very  gently  con- 

ducted.   The  cornese    are  preternaturally 
bright,  and  sometimes  the  conjunctive  are  in- 

jected while  the  eyelids  are  swollen  and  of 
the  same  dusky  red  as  the  face.    The  skin  on 
the  surface  of  the  body  has  a  similar  appear- 

ance.   This  congestion,  for  the  first  few  days, 
disappears  on  pressure,  but  is  freely  inter- 

mingled with  a  punctated  ecchymo  is. "  In  the most  rapidly  atal  of  those  cases,  there  is  al- 
most no  trace  of  a  vesicular  rash,  while  in 

others  a  few  scattered  vesicles  of  ordinary 
size  may  be  distinguished,  and  in  most  favora- 

ble cases  a  very  flat  raah  of  a  vesicular  nature 
may  be  found  shining  through  the  cuticle  like 
so  many  white  spots,  yet  never  developing 
sufficiently  to  be  perceptioly  raised  above  the 
surface  ot  the  skin.    It  can  be  felt  beneath 
the  cutule  like  grains  of  sand  freely  sprinkled over  the  skin. 

As  the  case  proceeds,  the  points  of  echy- 
mo8is,  sometimes  slowly,  but  sometimes  with 
fearful  rapidity,  iucrease  in  size  and  number, 
and,  coalescing,  form  large  collections  of  ex- 
travasated  blood.  A  similar  effusion  soon 
takes  place    from    the   conjunctival  ves- 

sels, so  as  to  form  mere  sacs  of  dark-colored 
blood,  more  or  less  burying   the  cornege. 
Should  the  patient  be  a  female,  from  a  com- 

paratively early  period  in  the  case  we  find 
uterine,  hemorrhage.    This  may  commence  at 
any  period  between  the  second  and  fifth  day, 
but  more  frequently  toward  the  fifth.  At 
first  the  blood  is  fluid  and  dark  in  color,  but, 
as  the  quantity  increases,  is  is  discharged  in 
the  form  of  large,  dark-colored  clots,  which 
are  easily  broken  down.   In  some  cases  the 
quantity  lost  may  be  so  great  as  actually  to 
cause  death.    Such  was  the  case  in  E.  R.,  a 
young  woman  twenty-three  years  of  age,  who 
died  with  all  the  symptoms  of  post  partum 
hemorrhage,  on  the  seventh  day  of  the  dis- 

ease.   A  careful  inquiry  could  elic;t  no  possi- 
bility of  early  pregnancy;  in  fact,  the  girl 

stated  that    she  had  menstruated  almost 
immediately  before  her  present  illness.  It 
occasionally  happens  that  hoesnorrhage  occurs 
at  or  near  a  menstrual  period;  but  although 
this  is  a  noteworthy  circumstance,  it  is  not  a 
fact  of  great  clinical  importance.    Tne  ordin- 

ary menstruation  occurs,  as  usual,  during 
small-pox,  often  slightly  increased  in  quantity; 
but  this  has  no  prejudicial  effect,  but  rather 
the  reverse,  as  it  frequently  is  followed  by  a 
relief  of  the  mental  disturbance,  and  occasion- 

ally an  abortion  of  the  rash.    If,  however,  the 
case  be  one  of  bosmorrhagic  small-pox,  the 
quantity  discharged  soon  becomes  excessive, 
and  all  the  characters  of  normal  menstruation 
are  lost.   Toward  the  close  of  the  fifth  or  on 
the  sixth  day  (  sometimes  a  little  later  if  the 
patient  be  a  female),  the  sputa  become  rust- 
colored,  and  the  oppression  of  the  breathing 
rapidly  increases.   The  quantity  of  blood  be- 

comes'greater  hour  by  hour,  until  the  expec- toration has  the  appearance  of  tar  mixed  with 
viscid  mucus.   In  one  case,  to  which  we  shall 
afterward  have  to  refer,  bright  arterial  blood 
welled  from  the  mouth  in  the  form  of  a  fine 
froth  for  several  hours.    It  was  carefully  as- 

certained that  in  this  case  there  was  no  epis- 
taxis.  The  urine  about  the  same  time  becomes 
first  tinged  or  smoky,  and  then  loaded  with 
dark  colored  blood — never  in  the  form  of  clots, 
but  occasionally  containing  fine  shreds.  The 
stools  toward  the  close  contain  blood  in  large 
amount,  either  in  a  tarry  state  intimately  in- 

termingled with  feces  or  in  a  fluid  state  evi- 
dently shed  from  the  lower  bowel — the  fecal 

matter,  when  distinguishable,  being  very  pale 
in  color  and  clay -like. 

The  subcutaneous  ecchymoses  increase  un- 
til large  masses  collect  in  a  cellular  tissue,  dis- 

tending it,  and  raising  lumps  as  if  of  recent 
bruises.  Sometimes  this  takes  place  in  the 
forehead  and  eyebrows,  causing  them  to  over- 

hang the  eyes,  and  giving  to  the  whole  face  a 
most  repulsive  expression. 

Such  a  state  never  lasts  long.  The  tempera- 
ture, which  has  hitherto  been  six  or  seven  de- 

grees above  the  normal,  suddenly  falls  be- 
neath it ;  the  pulse  runs  up  until  it  is  almost 

uncountable,   frequently    intermitting  and 
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very  feeble  the  respirations  increase  in 
frequency  and  decrease  in  efficiency,  the  air 
being  bm  little  carried  into  the  lungs  though  the 
struggles  1  f  the  patient  for  breath,  are  agoni- 

zing:. Blood  pours  from  all  the  mucous^sur- faces,  and,  oozing  through  the  distended  con- 
junctivse.  trickels  over  the  cheeks  with  the 
tears— giving  to  the  face,  already  sunken  and 
death-lik",  an  aspect  more  disgusting  than  it 
is  possible  to  describe,  and  causing  one  to 
wish  for  the  termination  which  so  soon  re- 

lieves the  sufferer.  During  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  tv  e  patient  retains  his  conscious- 

ness, and  it  is  only  at  the  very  conclusion  that 
the  sufferings  are  veiled  by  the  advent  of 
semi  coma.  In  children  I  have  seen  obstinate 
bleeding  from  scrofulous  ulcers  on  the  neck. 
The  blood  shed  was  fluid  and  very  dark  in 
color,  and  the  bleeding  was  not  controlled  by 
touching  the  surface  of  the  ulcers  with  nitrate 
of  silver. 

Until  the  end  of  May  last  not  a  single  case 
was  known  to  have  recovered. 

Before  long  I  became  sati-fied  that  we  had 
to  deal,  not  with  extraordi  ary  virulence  ot 
the  small-pox  poison,  but  with  its  development 
in  a  peculiarly  fitting  soil ;  in  fact,  that  it  was 
not  the  epidemic  nature  of  the  disease,  but 
the  condition  of  the  patient,  which  was  the 
main  determining  cause  of  the  type.    A  for 
tunate  sequence  of  cases  suggested  the  seat  of 

I  the  mischief.    It  was  a  well  known  fact  that 
a  change  of  residence  from  the  country  or  a 

!   small  7own,  where  a  person  has  been  con- 
stantly employed  in  the  open  air,  to  a  large 

city  and  an  in-door  employment,  is  followed 
by  very  marked  symptoms  of  impaired  ner- 

vous energy.   This  history  and  these  symp- 
toms preceding  the  commencement  of  the 

attack  I  found  in  a  number  of  consecutive 
cases,  and  I  was  thus  led  to  extend  my  in- 

quiry   into    other    causes    of  enervation 
in  the  previous    history  of    the  palient. 
Epilepsy,    paralysis,    chorea,    and  other 

1  causes  of  impairment  of  the  nervous  sys- 
l  tern,  appeared  in  the  previous  history  of 
!  some,  while  in  others,  where  the  cause  of 
nervous  lesion  was  not  so  evident,  nothing 

!  more  than  previous  symptoms  could  be  elici- 
1  ted,  attributed  to  confinement  in  close  or  ill- 
ventilated  work-shoi  s,  heat,  or  some  other 
depressing  agency.    The  great  prostration 
and  the  tendency  to  hypostatic  congestions 
which  I  observed  invariably  in  such  cases 
strengthened  my  opinion.   Having  thus  been 

I  satisfied  that  the  lesion  lay  in  the  nervous 
I  system,  the  next  step  was  to  try  what  could 
be  done  in  the  way  of  treatment.    I  chose 
strychnia  as  the  most  powerful  nervine  tonic 

I  with  which  I  was  acquainted,  and  determined 
to  push  its  use  to  the  greatest  extent  possible. 
The  following  was  the  mixture  used  : 

R.   Liquoris  Strychnise, 
Tiuct.  ferri  hydrochlor.,     aa  gj.. 
Inf.  quassise,  ad  jf  vijj.  M. 
Sig. — One   to  be  given  every  three 

hours. 

Considerable  fear  was  entertained  at  first 
lest  mischievous  effects  should  be  produced  by 
the  large  doses  of  the  strychnia  in  the  ex- 

hausted state  of  the  patient,  but  experience 
showed  that  jjss  of  the  Liquor  might  be  given 
in  the  twenty-four  hours,  if  the  case  was  very 
severe,  and  yet  no  physiological  effect  be  pro- 

duced; while  in  an  ordinary  case,  in  which 
merely  3j  per  diem  had  been  given,  slight 
trismus  and  pain  and  twitching  in  the  muscles 
of  the  neck  resulted. 

In  those  instances  in  which  the  case  came 
under  treatment  early,  our  results  were  very 
satisfactory.    If  the  hoemorrhage  had  not  yet 
commenced,  it  was  often  prevented,  or  merely 
occurred  to  such  an  extent  as  to  show  the  ten- 

dency;  while  if  it  had  commenced,  puking  in 
wet  sheets  for  a  few  hours  was  found  a  most 
valuable  adjunct  to  the  treatment.  Mr.  Greaves 
had  previou-ly  satisfied  himself  that  this  prac- 

tice had  a  beneficial,  though  transient,  effect 
upon  the  hoemorrhage ;  but   it   had  been 
discontinued  on  account  of  the  great  ex- 

haustion it  produced,  which  we  now  found 
could  be  avoided  by  the  combination  and 
the  administration  of  a  small  dose  of  stimu- 

lant on  the  ren  oval  of  the  pack.    The  next 
beneficial  effect  noted  was  the  relief  to  the 
respiration.  The  crepitus,  which  before  could 
be  heard  all  over  the  back  of  the  chest,  dimin- 

ished, and  the  respirations  became  much  more 
efficient  and  decreased  in  frequency.  The 
color  of  the  face  improved,  the  pulse  became 
steadier,  and  the  ecchymosis  disappeared. 
The  rapidity  with  which  this  latter  effect  took 
place  was  a  matter  of  great  astonishment  to 
us  all.    I  have  seen  a  young  man  brought  in 
with  the  whole  skin  like  the  color  of  the  bloom 
upon  a  plum,  the  breathing  rapid  and  op- 

pressed, the  urine  containing  a  large  quan- 
tity of  blood,  while  not  a  trace  of  rash 

could  be  found  on  the  body;  and  in  three 
days  the  eechymosis  disappeared,  the  breath- 

ing became  tranquil,  the  urine  clear,  and 
a  copious  small  vesicular  rash  was  devel- 

oped upon  the  skin.   This  now  introduces  the 
nfxt  feature — viz.,  the  development  of  the 
rash.    Th  s  usually  takes  place  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent  within  the  first  twenty-four 
hours  of  treatment ;  but  it  is  n -t  the  ordinary 
rash  of  small-pox.    It  consists  of  a  greater 
number  of  minute  vesicles,  which  continue 
flat,  and  as  ihe  case  progresses,  c<  alesce.  de- 

taching large  pieces  of  the  cuticle,  which  is 
raised  into  enormous  blebs  sometimes  stand- 

ing three-fourths  of  an  inch  above  the  surface, 
and  filled  with  a  sero-purulent  fluid  These 
burst  and  form  crusts  which  eventually  fall 
off,  leaving  no  pits,  but  a  tender  piuk  skin 
beneath,  which  was  often  the  seat  for  some 
time  afterward  of  furfuraceous  desquamation. 
This  development  of  rash  after  the  use  of 
strychnia  I  have  seen  in  cases  not  of  a  hem- 
orrhaoic  type,  and  was  thus  led  to  adopt  the 
rule  never  to  give  it  until  the  rash  had  fully 
declared  itself. 
My  colleagues  and  myself  have  now  treated 
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in  this  way  over  forty  cases  which  came  under 
treatment  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  possi- 

bility of  doing  ttiem  good  —  viz.,  either  before 
the  commencement  of  hemorrhage,  or  before 
it  h  td  become  alarming;  and  we  have  had  the 
satisfaction  of  guiding  fully  two-thirds  of  such 
cases  to  a  successful  termination  ;  while  under 
any  other  method  we  believe  they  would 
have  died. 

Value  of  Disinfectants. 
Dr.  Endoman,  assistant  chemist  to  the 

Board  of  Health,  New  York,  at  the  request 
of  numerous  members  of  the  Lyceum  of  Na- 

tural History  of  Kent  City. gave  a  sketch  of 
experiments  tried  with  various  disinfectants, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
taking  them  up  in  the  following  order: 

1.  Metropolitan  disinfecting  fluid.  This  fa- 
mous disinfectant  is  composed  of  90  per  cent 

of  a  saturated  solution  of  sesquichloride  of 
iron,  and  10  percent  of  carbolic  acid  If  it 
be  entirely  neutral,  its  oretation  is  quite  ef- 

fective; but  the  chief  difficulty  encountered 
with  it  was  in  its  acid  character,  which  de- 

stroyed articles  brought  in  contact  with  it,  and 
often  liberated  had  gases. 
2  Grirondin  disinfecting  fluid  is  composed 

of  zinc  and  copper  salts,  and  can  only  be  ob- 
tain d  ou  a  laige  scale  in  countries  where 

these  salts  are  the  incidental  products  in  ex- 
tensive chemical  manufactures. 

3.  Chloralutn  had  been  subjected  to  a  tho- 
rough trial,  and  found  wanting.  It  is  essen 

tially  composed  of  the  hydrated  sesquioxide 
of  aluminum,  and  in  its  action  has  the  ten- 

dency to  liberate  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in- 
stead Of  fixing  it. 

4.  Brorao-chloralum  is  the  preceding  with 
a  li tele  bromine  added  to  it;  but  as  this  bro- 

mine is  in  combination  with  alkaline  bases,  it 
is  of  no  effect ;  and  the  disinfectant  was  found 
to  be  no  better  than  it  should  be.  The  fact 
was  brought  out  that  forty  years  ago,  M.  Gan- 
nal,  in  Fr  race,  proposed  chloride  of  aluminum 
for  the  embalming  of  bodies,  but  did  not 
seem  to  find  a  ceptauce,  and  was  forgotten 
until  Mr.  Gamgee  recently  revived  it  for  the 
preservation  of  meat.  It  appears  to  have 
disappointed  the  expectations  that  were  raised 
in  r>  ference  to  it;  and  also  as  a  disinfectant 
and  antisepic  its  value  has  been  overrated 
5  Egyptian  powder  was  declared  to  be 

only  a  little  less  disgusting  than  the  bad  odor 
it  was  intended  to  disinfect.  The  remedy 
was  w<  rse  than  the  disease.  It  appears  to  be 
essentially  clay,  mixed  with  a  few  per  cent,  of 
the  carbolic  acid  containing  in  refuse  tarry 
liquids,  and  was  said  to  have  a  decidedly  disa- 

greeable smell. 
6.  Dry  earth  and  peat.  Dr.  Endemann 

gave  us  the  result  of  his  experience,  that  for 
the  disinfecting  of  night  soil,  there  was  noth- 

ing bo  valuable  as  dry  earth  and  peat.  Other 
disinfectants  poisoned  the  rich  soil  and  de- 

stroy d  vegetation,  but  the  simple  earth  pre- 
vented the  growth  of  germs,  and  thus  stopped 

the  spread  of  disease  and  added  to  the  growth 
of  plants.  We  cannot  dispense  with  disinfect- 

ants and  antiseptics  ou  all  occasions, but  there 
are  many  instances  where  dry  earth  could  be 
more  effective,  while  it  is  cheaper  and  more 
easily  handled. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

The  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  Yol.  xxii.  Philadelphia : 
Printed  for  the  Association.  1871.  1  vol., 

8vo.,  cloth.  Pp.393. 
The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 

American  Medical  Association  were  pub- 
lished in  this  journal,  arid,  therefore,  require 

no  further  notice.  Omitting  these,  the  code 
of  ethics,  and  the  routine  reports  of  the  offi- 

cers, it  leaves  about  two  hundred  pages  of  the 
present  volume  devoted  to  subjects  of  scien- 

tific interest.  This  is  no  flattering  exhibit 
for  such  a  body,  but  quite  as  much,  perhaps, 
as  we  can  expect  from  it,  under  its  circum- 

stances. The  progressive  diminution  in  size 
and  value  of  the  Transactions,  is  a  most  sig- 

nificant fact. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical 

Education  is  a  carefully  compiled  paper,  but 

is  disfigured  (p  143,  etc.,)  by  a  forcible  intru- 
sion of  political  questions,  contrary  to  good 

taste.  Dr.  Hatch's  Report  on  the  Climatolo- 
gy of  California  contains  much  that  is  inter- 

esting on  that  subject.  It  betrays,  however,  a 
tendency  to  indiscriminate  praise  which  facts 

do  not  vet  bear  out.  Dr.  A.  B.  Hawley's  Re- 
port on  Minnesota  is  carefully  drawn  up,  and 

instructive.  The  Report  on  Criminal  Abor- 
tion is  a  rhetorical  article,  hardly  suited  to 

what  this  volume  purports  to  be,  although  the 
principles  advocated  are  sound  enough.  Dr. 
Paul.  F.  Eve  contributes  a  condensed  report 
of  one  hundred  cases  of  lithotomy,  lithotrity, 
etc.,  fr<>m  his  own  practice.  Dr.  A.  S.  Hud- 

son's article  iu  Luxated  Elbow — a  valuable 
surgical  observation — deserves  study.  The 
prize  essays  are  on  the  Chemical  Constitu- 

tion of  the  Ble,  by  D.  Edvvard  R.  Taylor,  of 
California,  and  on  a  method  of  treating  per- 

sons apparently  dead  from  drowning,  etc.,  by 
Dr.  Beirpmiu  Howard.  The  former  does  not 
contaiu  any  results  of  orignial  research ;  the 
latter  appears  to  be  a  development  of  Dr. 
Howard's  article,  published  a  few  years  ago, 
in  Dr.  Beard's  work  on  Domestic  Medicine,  en- 

titled "  Our  Home  Physician."  Such  are  the 
transactions  for  this  year. 



Jan.  20,  1872.] Editorial. 
59 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  REPORTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  JANUARY  20,  1872. 

8.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. ,  D.  G.  BRIXTON,  M.  D.,  Editors. 
Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 

Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
vation, will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

8^"  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fun*  ot  infor- 
mation that  rightfully  beloi.gfc  to  the  profession. 

The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  correspondents. 

AMERICAN  .  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  arrangements  for  the  meeting  of  the 

American  Medical  Association  in  this  city, 

we  are  glad  to  learn,  are  progressing  satisfac- 
torily. Arrangements  have  been  completed 

with  all  but  one  or  two  of  our  hotels  for  a  de- 

cided reduction  in  the  price  of  board  per  diem. 
Most  of  the  railway  and  steamboat  lines 
throughout  the  country  will  make  a  material 

reduction  in  their  charges,  some  of  them  giv- 
ing return  tickets  free  to  those  who  hold  a 

certificate  from  the  Permanent  Secretary. 
These  certificates  will  be  obtained  of  the  sec- 

retary during  the  session  of  the  association. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments to  make  the  approaching  meeting  a 

success  in  a  literary  and  scientific  pomt  of 

view,  and  to  t b is  end  it  is  hoped  that  volun- 

teer papers  of  real  practical  value  will  be  pre- 
sented on  various  subjects  by  members  of  the 

profession  from  all  sections  of  the  country. 
There  is  no  class  of  physicians  who  are  more 

capable  than  many  of  our  country  practition- 
ers of  giving  experiences  and  observations 

of  value  from  everyday  practice.  Those  who 

propose  to  send  or  bring  papers  should  notify 
the  Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkin- 

son, 1400  Pine  street,  this  city,  as  early  as 

possible,  giving  title  and  probable  length  of 
paper,  as  ten,  fifteen,  twenty  minutes,  etc.,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

A  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

>  An  efficient,  intelligent,  active  State  Board 
of  Health  ought  to  be  appointed  in  every 
State  in  the  Union.  Massachusetts  has  set 

an  admirable  example  in  that  respect,  and  it 

ought  to  be  followed.  The  amount  of  infor- 
mation which  has  been  collected  by  the  Massa- 

chusetts Board  has  proved  of  inestimable 

value,  not  to  that  State  alone,  but  to  all  per- 
sons, everywhere,  interested  in  ameliorating 

the  condition  of  the  race. 

The  suggestion  on  this  subject  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  in  his  last  annual  mes- 

sage is  timely,  and  ought  to  be  carried  out 
without  delay.   His  words  are  : 

"  Many  eminent  medical  and  other  scien- 
tific gentlemen  have  suggested  that  the  or- 

ganization of  a  State  Board  of  Health,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Legislature,  would  be 
greatly  conducive  to  the  general  welfare  of 

the  people  of  the  Commonwealth.  After  ma- 
ture deliberation  I  thoroughly  accord  in  this 

opinion.  Local  boards  of  health  may  answer 
the  purposes  for  which  they  are  established ; 
but  their  fields  of  operation  are  limited,  and 

they  cannot  accomplish  the  objects  contem- 
plated by  the  appointment  of  a  general  State 

Board,  The  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  in 

former  years,  which  spread  beyond  the  boun- 
daries assigned  to  the  Philadelphia  Board ; 

the  devastation  produced  by  the  small-pox 

during  the  past  year  ;  the  fact  that  the  Asiatic 
cholera  is  marching  over  its  old  track  to 

our  very  doors  ;  and  the  many  other  influences 
which  constantly  threaten  the  health  of  our 

citizens,  seem  imperatively  to  demand  the 
creation  of  as  efficient  a  sanitary  institution 

as  legislative  wisdom  can  possibly  devise. 
"  The  Board  could  be  formed  sc  me  what  simi- 

lar to  that  of  Public  Charities.  The  expense 

to  the  State  need  be  no  greater,  while  the  ben- 
efits to  be  derived  are  incalculable.  The  head 

of  the  Board  should  be  a  physician  of  undoubt- 
ed respectability  in  regard  to  every  necessary 

acquirement,  and  large  experience  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  while  the  Board  might 

consist  of  five  or  more  medical  men,  resident 
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in  different  parts  of  the  State,  who  would  per- 

form the  duties,  if  not  gratuitously,  at  least  at 
a  very  moderate  cost.  The  general  objects 
should  be  clearly  specified  and  defined  ;  and 
each  member  should  exercise  a  careful  super- 

vision over  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  dis- 
trict of  '.he  State  to  which  he  might  be  assign- 
ed. The  appointment  of  such  a  Board  cannot 

result  otherwise  than  in  great  sanitary  c  - 
forms." 
The  unusual  prevalence  of  epidemic  di- 

seases, and  the  needless  waste  of  life  in  our 

mining  districts  through  ignorance  of  sanitary 
laws,  speak  plainly  of  the  propriety  of  action 
of  this  character. 

The  condition  of  our  penal  and  charitable 
institutions  requires  constant  supervision, 

which  such  a  Board  ought  to  give.  The  limi- 
tation of  the  crying  evil  of  prostitution  in 

the  great  cities  must  sooner  or  later  be  at 

tempted.  The  enforcement  of  general  pro- 
tective measures,  such  as  vaccination,  will 

soon  become  necessary.  The  adoption  of 

measures  looking  toward  collecting  accurately 
the  vital  statistics  of  our  population  ought  not 
to  be  postponed.  The  evils  of  adulterated 
articles  of  food  and  drink,  and  especially  the 
effects  of  alcoholic  liquors  on  the  general 
health,  should  be  investigated.  In  fact,  the 
field  is  a  vast  one,  and  it  cannot  be  entered 
too  early. 

CLIMATE  IN  DISEASE. 

Having  had  occasion  lately  to  look  over  a 

©umber  of  reports  on  climatology,  we  could 
cot  but  feel  astonished  at  the  absolutely 
chaotic  condition  in  which  our  knowledge  of 

that  subject  is  at  present.  Principles  of  the 
most  diverse  complexion  are  advanced,  as  if 
none  others  had  even  been  advocated.  While 

experience,  that  test  which  we  naturally  look 
to  as  most  satisfactory,  here  seems  quite  as 
much  at  fault. 

Narrowing  the  inquiry  to  a  single  disease, 
and  limiting  our  investigation  to  what  is  con- 
«idered  the  most  desirable  climate  for  persons 

affected  with  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  the  dis- 
crepancy is  just  as  great. 

In  nearly  all  the  reports  there  is  evident 
either  a  strong  local  bias  which  induces  the 

reporter  to  praise  some  spot  in  his  own  neigh- 
borhood, on  insufficient  grounds  ;  or  else  there 

is  an  obvious  prejudice  in  favor  or  against 

some  particular  kind  of  climate— moist  or  dry, 
the  mountainous  or  marine. 

Of  course,  in  all  such  reasoning  error  is  sure 

i  ̂ npear.  Dr.  C.  Theodore  Williams  is 

unqu„  '  ionably  correct  when  he  says  that  no 
one  cos  lition  of  climate  assigns  immunity 

fromth  disease,  or  any  approach  to  it.  (Pul- 
monary Consumption,  p.  302.)  This  writer  calls 

attenti  n  to  the  fact  that  most  cases  of  phthisis 

are  de .  ived  from  one  of  two  quite  diverse 
causes,  to  wit,  inflammatory  affections  of  the 
lungs,  or  else  from  septic  influences.  These 
varieties  of  the  disease  demand  corresponding 
varieties  of  climate. 

The  equable,  moist,  moderately  stimulating 
atmosphere  of  healthy  marine  localities  in 
the  warm  latitudes  are  suited  to  cases  of  con- 

sumption of  inflammatory  origin,  as  are  also 
the  calm  inland  climates  of  the  upper  Nile, 

Pisa,  etc. 

For  consumption  originating  in  septic  influ- 
ences, as  where  of  a  scrofulous  character,  a 

climate  of  great  purity  and  dryness  is  indi- 
cated, such  as  is  best  found  at  considerable 

heights  above  the  sea  level.  Such  can  be 
found  on  the  elevated  plateaux  of  the  Andes, 
the  Mexican  Cordilleras,  and  New  Mexico. 

The  custom  prevalent  with  us  of  sending 
consumptive  patients  to  dry  inland  localities, 
of  no  great  elevation,  as  Minnesota,  about  St. 
Paul,  and  parts  of  Canada,  does  not  meet  with 

favor  with  Dr.  Williams,  in  view  of  the  evi- 
dence he  has  collected.  [Ibid,  p.  307.) 

In  the  last  volume  of  the  Transactions  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  in  a  report 

on  the  climatology  and  epidemics  of  Minne- 
sota, by  Dr.  Hawley,  inquiry  is  made  into 

the  effects  of  the  climate  of  that  State,  with 

special  reference  to  its  sanitary  action  in  con- 
sumption. When  this  disease  is  developed, 

that  is  to  say,  has  reached  the  stage  of  soften- 
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ing  and  partial  expulsion  of  tubercles,  the 
end,  according  to  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  physicians  of  the  State,  is  hastened  in  by 
far  the  greater  number  of  cases  by  the  climate 
of  Minnesota.  In  incipient  disease  the  effect 
of  the  climate  is  favorable,  by  acting  as  a 

stimulus,  and  aiding  digestion  and  the  as- 
similation of  food  for  its  conyersion  into  good 

blood.  Dr.  Sweeney,  of  Red  Wing,  gives  his 

opinion,  as  the  result  of  twenty- one  years'  ex- 
perience in  the  State,  that  90  per  cent,  of 

cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  of  consumption 
is  certain,  will  die  of  the  disease  within  two 
years.  From  the  reports  received,  we  learn 
that  52  cases  of  the  disease  originated  in  Min- 

nesota, of  which  35  were  of  known  predisposi- 
tion. Dr.  Slnkxer,  of  St.  Cloud,  states  that 

out  of  30  cases  examined,  20  per  cent,  origi- 
nated in  the  State,  and  all  of  them  with  pre- 

disposition. 

The  same  subject  is  discussed  by  Dr.  Hatch 
of  Sacramento,  in  the  report  on  the  climatol 
ogy  of  California  in  the  same  volume.  He 

mentions  different  districts  which  are  repre- 
sented to  be  well  adapted  to  be  the  residences 

of  invalids  with  weak  lungs  and  a  tendency  to 
consumption.  Preference  is  given  to  the 
mountain  ranges  at  an  elevation  of  more  than 

7,000  feet  above  the  sea  level,  in  the  summer 
season,  and  there  are  spots  at  which  even  in 

the  winter  invalids  might  remain  with  advan- 

tage. For  a  winter's  stay,  selection  will  be 
made  of  some  of  the  valleys  in  the  extreme 

southern  portion  of  the  State,  and  especially 

in  San  Diego  and  San  Barbara.  Consump- 
tion is  a  common  disease  both  in  San  Fran- 

cisco and  Sacramento. 

There  is  an  absence  in  both  these  reports 
of  a  distinction  between  inflammatory  and 

septic  cases  of  phthisis ;  and  as  is  justly  re- 
marked by  Dr.  Hewitt,  of  Minnesota,  the 

States  are  too  young,  too  recently  populated, 
to  form  a  just  opinion  on  their  merits.  He 

candidly  says,  that  among  practitioners  in  the 
State,  as  to  the  influence  of  the  climate  of  the 
State  upon  strumous  diathesis,  and  upon  in- 

cipient and  developed  phthisis  pulmonalis, 
the  reports  received  indicate  much  apparent 

difference  of  opinion.  All  admit  that  the  pe- 
culiar influence  of  the  climate  is  a  stimula- 

ting one  ;  that  it  quickens  the  circulation  and 
improves  the  quality  of  the  blood,  when  there 

is  organic  power  enough  to  carry  on  the  pro- 
cess ;  and  that  it  does  this  by  improving  di- 

gestion and  assimilation  of  food.  All  agree, 
too,  that  chronic  affections  of  the  raucous  air 

passages  are  very  frequent. 
It  is  contrary  to  every  sound  principle, 

therefore,  to  expect  that  the  dry,  stimulating 

climate  of  Minnesota  will  benefit  phthisis 
where  local  irritability  is  a  marked  symptom. 

Dr.  Hewitt's  icasoning  is  to  the  effect  that 
in  the  incipient  disease  the  effect  of  the  cli- 

mate, if  favorable,  is  to  be  found  in  the  aid 

which  it  affords  the  system,  enabling  it  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  the  disease.  A  reason 

for  believing  this  to  be  the  true  solution  of 
the  question  of  influence  he  finds  in  the  fact 
that  persons  in  this  stage,  supposed  cured, 

after  residence  there,  on  returning  to  their 

homes,  very  frequently  redevelop  the  disease, 
rapidly  decline  and  die. 

This  may  be  correct.  It  is  clear,  however, 

that  before  much  is  accomplished  in  the  direc- 
tion of  climatology  for  consumptives,  the  dis 

ease  itself  must  be  studied  more  closely  with 

that  object  in  view,  and  the  necessary  distinc- 
tion drawn  between  its  varieties. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

An  Annual  Exhibition  for  ths  Philadelphia 
Meeting  of  trie  American  Medicai 

Association. 

The  undersigned,  Chairman  and  Secretary 
of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  have  been 
authorized  to  invite  attention  to  the  project 
of  an  exhibition  of  objects  interesting  to  the 
medical  profession,  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia 
during  the  next  session  of  the  Association. 
This  exhibition  has  been  suggested  as  a  desira- 

ble amplification  of  what  has  bec  n  customary 
on  these  occasions ;  and  is  expected  to  re- 

semble, more  or  less,  the  displays  of  this  kind 
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which  are  prominent  features  of  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  British  Medical  Association. 
The  aim  of  the  committee  will  be,  in  this 

attempt,  to  provide  for  the  practical  and 
scientific  entertainment  ot  the  members  of  the 
Association.  Their  design  is  to  form  a  collec- 

tion of  instruments,  apparatus,  specimens, 
preparations,  models,  drawings,  plates,  books, 
and  all  other  proper  objects  that  may  be  ob- 

tained or  presented  in  good  time  for  the  pur- 
pose ;  and  so  to  arrange  it  for  exhibition  as  to 

bring  it  under  the  convenient  observation  of 
every  delegate  and  professional  visitor.  They 
hope,  in  this  manner,  without  any  sacrifice  of 
the  usual  regard  for  their  guests,  to  give  to 
the  arrangements  as  much  of  a  professional 
character  as  may  be  in  their  power.  Their 
desire  is  to  aid  in  advancing  the  practical  in- 

terests of  the  Association,  by  affording, 
through  an  always  useful  channel,  some  more 
direct  means,  as  well  as  signs,  of  technical  and 
scientific  progress,  as  an  attractive  addition  to 
the  ordinary  routine  of  written  and  verbal 
communications  and  discussions. 
No  mere  display  of  local  wealth  and  variety 

of  means  and  appliances,  or  of  individual 
superiority,  will  be  encouraged  beyond  what 
is  entirely  incidental  to  the  general  purpose  ; 
nor  will  there  be  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  committee  to  present  representative  or 
historical  collections,  although  such  collec- 

tions may  be  cordially  welcomed.  Competi- 
tion and  completeness,  therefore,  are  not  to 

be  expected.  No  special  reports  or  compara- 
tive statements  need  be  looked  for ;  nor  will 

the  committee  be  responsible  for  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  several  objects  exhibited, 
although  obliged  to  exercise  control  as  to  ad- 

mission and  location.  Novelty,  recentness, 
and  practical  character  will  necessarily  have 
weight  in  determining  precedence  ;  but  not  at 
the  expense  of  whatever  may  be  deemed  es- 

pecially characteristic  or  interesting,  whether 
old  or  new.  In  a  word,  under  their  limitation 
of  time,  space,  and  means,  they  cannot  un- 

dertake a  general  exposition  or  an  industrial 
fair.  Further  and  more  specific  details  will 
be  published  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  committee  confidently  hope  for  en- 
couragement and  assistance,  in  an  early  prac- 

tical response  from  their  professional  breth- 
ren, and  others  who  may  have  objects  of  in- 

terest to  ofter.  They  are  bound  to  remind 
all  concerned,  however,  that  the  contemplat- 

ed collection  must  of  necessity  be,  as  much  as 

practicable,  select  and  charcteristic  rather 
than  varied  and  extensive.  It  ought  to  be 
comprehensive,  but  can  hardly  be  very  full. 

Edward  Hartshorne, 
D.  Murray  Cheston. 

They  cannot  promise  much  success  in  a  first 
experiment— undertaken  at  unavoidably  short 
notice — beyound  that  of  the  pioneer  in  prepar- 

ing the  way  for  something  better  in  the  future, 
in  the  light  of  experience,  and  with  more  time 
and  opportunity  for  concerted  action.  The  or- 

iginal intention  was  not  to  venture  beyond  Phil- 
adelphia and  the  neighboring  cities  m  search 

for  material— a  restriction  which  seemed  to  be 
required  by  the  limited  space  at  the  disposal  of 
the  committee,  and  the  consequently  greater 
difficulty  of  selection  from  the  larger  number 
of  objects  likely  to  be  offered  in  answer  to  a 
general  call.  Nor  was  it  doubted  that  a  noti- 

fication of  the  contemplated  arrangement,  to 
the  societies  and  schools  represented  in  the 
Association,  would  obtain  sufficient  attention 
to  secure  at  least  one  object  of  the  committee 
in  encouraging  a  general  desire  to  develop  and 
produce  the  largest  amount  of  illustration,  as 
well  as  evidence,  of  professional  improvement. 
Further  consideration,  however,  has  led  to  the 
present  announcement;  so  that  exhibitors 
from  more  distant  parts  of  the  country  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  send  their  contribu- 

tions— mainly  for  the  benefit,  however,  of  the 
members  of  the  Association,  for  whose  especial 
information  and  entertainment  the  exhibition 

is  to  be  prepared. 

Sugar  Determination  in  Urine. 
Professor  Seegen  read  a  paper  before  the 

Medical  Society  of  Vienna,  on  "  Sugar  Deter- 
mination," in  which  he  first  detailed  the  im- 

portance to  the  physician  of  proving  the 
presence  of  sugar  in  urine,  and  then  dwelt 
upon  the  contradictory  results  of  existing 
methods  of  analysis,  especially  in  regard  to 
the  presence  of  sugar  in  many  physiological 
conditions,  as  for  instance,  during  pregnancy 

and  during  the  period  of  suckling,  after  in- 
halation of  chloroform  and  ether,  etc.  The 

author  was  thereby  induced  to  test  all  exist- 
ing methods,  and  he  arrived  at  the  following 

results : 
We  have  no  reagent  to  prove  minute  traces 

of  sugar  dissolved  in  urine  beyond  doubt,  and 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  analogous  substances. 

All  statements  as  to  the  presence  of  minute 
quantities  of  sugar  in  many  physiological  and 
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pathological  conditions  must  be  received  with 
caution. 
Normal  urine  does  not  contain  it  in  suffi- 

ciently large  quantities  to  allow  of  its  deter- 
mination. 
Normal  urine  contains  minute  quantities  of 

reducing  substances,  but  whether  they  consist 
of  sugar,  partially  or  wholly,  cannot  be  deter- 

mined with  our  known  tests. 

Albuminous  Urine  and  a  New  Reagent. — The 
precipitate  obtained  by  heating  urine  with 
nitric  acid  is  carefully  washed  to  remove  the 
last  traces  of  urine,  and  it  is  then  redissolved 

in  a  little  potash,  a  few  drops  of  Pehling's 
copper  solution  added ;  a  fine  violet  colora- 

tion is  instantly  produced,  especially  with  a 
strong  solution ;  the  reaction  is  very  charac 
teristic,  and  readily  shows  one  per  cent,  of 
albumen. 

Local  Application  of   Sulphuric  Acid  in  the 
Treatment  of  Diseased  Bone. 

In  a  communication  to  the  Lancet,  Dr.  John 
Ross  states  that  he  has  lately  successfully 
treated  two  cases  on  the  above  method,  as 
recommended  by  Mr.  Pollock.  In  one  of  the 
cases,  that  of  a  railway  guard,  whose  leg  had 
been  amputated  below  the  knee  at  the  Ches- 

terfield Hospital,  and  where  sloughing  of  the 
stump  by  exposure  of  the  tibia  followed,  a  lo. 
tion  was  applied  composed  of  equal  parts  of 
sulphuric  acid  and  water,  and  in  a  very  few 
days  the  piece  of  bone  was  easily  removed  by 
gentle  force.  In  the  case  of  the  second  pa- 

tient, who  was  admitted  to  hospital  with  a  se- 
vere compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the 

tibia  and  fibula,  and  much  contusion  of  the 
soft  parts,  and  where,  notwithstanding  the 
great  care  taken  of  his  case,  exposure  of  the 
tibia  took  place,  sulphuric  acid  lotion  was  em- 

ployed for  three  weeks,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  the  bone  became  detached,  and 
was  easily  removed. 

An  Outrageous  Case. 

The  Delaware  Tribune,  published  at  Wil- 
mington, is  responsible  for  the  following  :  If 

the  facts  are  as  stated,  the  man  first  applied 
to  is  unworthy  of  the  name  of  physician,  and 
should  be  disowned  and  exposed  by  the  pro- 

fession. The  case  occurred  in  Sussex  county, 
Delaware.  We  hope,  and  believe,  that  it  is 
not  as  bad  as  represented,  for  we  cannot  con- 

ceive that  a  physician  could  be  guilty  of  such 

an  outrage.  We  shall  be  happy  to  publish  a 
contradiction : 

Last  Saturday  night  (Dec.  30th),  the  wife  of 
a  gentleman,  residing  near  Delinar,  Sussex 
county,  was  confined,  and  a  prominent  physi- 

cian of  Laurel  was  sent  for,  he  having  been 
previously  engaged  for  the  duty.  He  now, 
however,  declined  to  go  unless  the  fee  was 
paid  in  advance.  Another  physician  was 
next  summoned,  but  he  was  sick,  and  unable 
to  turn  out  in  the  storm,  and  a  third  being 
applied  to  positively  refused  to  go. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  money  was  obtained 
and  tendered  to  the  first  physician,  but  he  now 
excused  himself,  and  declined  to  leave  his 
domicil,  where  he  was  snugly  quartered,  and 
go  to  the  relief  of  the  suffering  woman.  As  a 
last  resort,  a  physician  was  sent  for  from  Del- 
mar,  who  went,  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
at  which  he  was  called  in  rendered  it  impos- 

sible for  him  to  afford  proper  relief,  and  the 
woman  did — died,  we  re  told,  in  the  most 
excruciating  torture.  He  gave  it  as  his  pro- 

fessional opinion,  however,  that,  had  medical 
assistance  been  rendered  at  first,  the  woman 
would  have  safely  survived  her  maternal 

peril. Compulsory  Vaccination. 
Gov.  Geary,  of  Pennsylvania,  recommends 

in  his  annual  message  that  some  steps  shall 
be  taken  to  force  the  community  to  be  vacci- 

nated. After  citing  various  opinions  as  to  the 

utility  of  the  measure  he  adds  :  "  The  neces- 
sity, therefore,  for  a  compulsory  vaccination 

law  and  its  utility  is  also  demonstrated  by  un- 
answerable statistics,  contained  in  the  report 

of  the  port  physician,  herewith  submitted." 
Such  a  law,  if  it  could  be  enforced,  would  be 
a  blessing  to  the  Commonwealth. 

 W e  are  making  preparation  for  issuing, 

as  early  as  possible,  J.  M.  Toner's  Medical Register  and  Directory  of  the  United 

States.  Circulars  are  being  sent  to  over  50,- 
000  physicians — every  physician  whose  name 
can  be  obtained — asking  for  information.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  these  circulars  will  be 

promptly  responded  to,  and  that  all  will  ren- 
der aid  in  perfecting  this  important  work. 

Influence  of  Marriage  on  the  Duration  of  Life. 
M.  Bertillon  lately  read  before  the  Acad- 

emy of  Medicine  a  paper  on  the  relative  in- 
fluence of  marrrage  and  celibacy,  based  on 

statistical  returns  derived  from  France,  Bel- 
gium, and  Holland.  In  France,  taking  the 

ten  years  1857-66,  he  found  that  in  1,000  per- 
sons aged  from  25  to  30,  4  deaths  occurred  in 
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the  married,  10.4  in  the  unmarried,  and  22  in 
widowers ;  in  females  at  the  same  age,  the 
mortality  among  the  married  and  unmarried 
was  the  same— 9  per  1,000,  while  in  widows  it 
was  17.  In  persons  aged  from  30  to  35.  the 
mortality  among  men  was,  for  the  married,  11 

per  1,000,  for  the  unmairied,  5,  and  for  wid- 
owers, 19  per  1,000;  among  women,  for  the 

married,  5,  for  the  unmarried,  10,  and  for 
widows,  15  per  1,000.  There  appears  to  be  a 
general  agreement  of  these  results  of  marriage 
in  Belgium  and  Holland,  as  well  as  in  France 
and  Paris. 

Liberal. 
We  understand  that  the  committee  making 

collections  in  this  city  for  the  physicians  who 
suffered  by  the  fire  in  Chicago,  received  from 
Mr.  J.  H.  Gem  rig- ,  surgical  instrument  maker, 
of  this  city,  six  pocket  instrument  cases. 

Small-pox  Communicated  by  a  Physician. 
The  Pittsburgh  Volksblatt  asserts  that  a  fa- 

tal case  of  small-pox  in  that  city  was  traced 
to  the  physician,  who  at  the  time  was  treat- 

ing other  cases. 

Scurvy  Grass. 

Herba  Coclilearice.  Cochlearia  officinalis. 
Linn.    Scurvy  Grass. 

The  fresh  herb,  on  being  rubbed,  developes 
a  pungent,  volatile  smell,  resembling  mustard 
oil;  the  dried  herb  has  entirely  lost  its  pun- 

gency. The  fresh,  blooming  herb  yields  not 
more  than  from  0  02  to  0.05  per  cent,  of  an  es- 

sential oil  (C12H10S2O2,  Geissler; ;  this  is  not 
ready-formed  in  the  plant,  but  is  produced  by 
the  action  of  a  substance  similar  to,  perhaps 
identical  with,  myrosine  of  the  mustard  seed. 
The  activity  of  this  substance  is  destroyed  by 
drying  the  plant ;  dried  scurvy  grass  treated 
with  myrosine  yields  the  essential  oil,  but  not 
by  itself.  This  oil  forms  with  ammonia,  like 
mustard  oil,  a  crystalline  base.  The  officinal 
spir.tus  cochlearia?  sometimes  deposits  crys- 

talline needles  of  the  composition  C12H44O4, 
often  also  sulphur  crystals.  The  spirit  was 
first  used  as  an  anti-scorbutic  by  Weir,  as  far back  as  1557. 

Extraordinary  Remedy  for  Small-pox. 
They  do  some  queer  things  down  in  Dela- 

ware.   A  physi  ian  writes  to  the  Delawarean 
of  December  23,  as  follows  : 

A  child  seven  years  old,  unprotected  by 
vaccination,  took  the  disease.  I  commenced 
the  treatment  by  giving  a  mild  cathartic,  and 
after  the  bowels  were  gently  moved,  I  dis- 

solved three  grains  of  fresh  vaccine  crust  in 
three  ounces  of  water  and  gave  one  drachm  at 
a  dose  every  two  hours.  I  continued  this 
remedy  for  five  days.  The  eruption  made  its 
appearance  on  the  fourth  day,  but  instead  of 
going  through  the  regular  s  ages  of  matur- 

ation and  decline,  the  pocks  commenced  dry- 
ing up  on  the  seventh  day.  The  pocks  were 

few  in  number  and  she  had  no  untoward  symp- 
tom during  the  whole  course  of  the  disease. 

Her  appetite  remained  good,  and  she  was  not 
confined  to  her  bed  more  than  half  the 
time  ot  her  sickness.  Had  I  commenced  the 
treatment  forty-eight  hours  before  the  child 
was  seized  with  the  eruptive  fever,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  there  would  not  have  been  any 
eruption  at  all.  The  crust  should  be  fresh 
and  from  the  arm  of  a  healthy  person,  and 
should  be  mixed  every  twenty-four  or  forty- 
eight  hours  at  most. 

To  balance  this,  a  physician  in  Syracuse,  X. 
Y.,  writes  us  that  he  found  one  of  his  patients 
taking  "  dog-oil  "  for  consumption  ! 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Death,  from  Cardiac  Lesion. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
On  the  morning  of  Dec.  1st  I  was  called  in 

great  baste  to  see  L  H.,  and  on  arriving  at  the 
house  found  him  dead.  He  had  been  a  few 
rods  from  the  house  for  a  pail  of  water,  and 
on  returning  sat  his  pail  down,  or  rather  raised 
it  to  the  sink,  and  upon  turning  around,  ex- 

claimed, "  Oh  !"  and  sank  to  the  floor.  Post- 
mortem examination  revealed  the  following  di- 

seased condition  of  the  heart.  The  left  ven- 
tricle was  extremely  hypertrophied,  the  walls 

measuring  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  quar- 
ter in  thickness ;  while  the  semilunar  valves  of 

the  aortic  orifice  were  entirely  obliterated  and 
their  place  supplied  by  a  circular  ossific  deposit 
entirely  occluding  the  passage  of  fluid  from  the 
aortic  side. Through  the  centre  of  this  disk  was  a  small 
linear  and  somewhat  serrated  openirg,  about 
four  lines  in  length.  The  lips  of  this  open- 

ing were  thoroughly  coapted,  and  only  by 
pressure  with  the  flat  end  of  a  probe  on  the 
aortic  side  could  an  entrance  be  effected. 
Pressure  from  the  ventricular  side  revealed 
an  opening  not  exceeding  a  line  in  width. 
No  doubt  the  enlargement  was  a  case  of  ven- 
tro-hypertrophy.  The  ventricle,  being  called 
upon  for  more  muscular  power  than  it  natu- 

rally possessed,  by  a  wise  provision  of  nature 
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gradually  increased  its  muscular  fibre  as  the 
obstruction  became  greater  at  the  orifice,  un- 

til finally,  after  unusual  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  patient,  the  organ  ceased  to  beat  from  its 
utter  incapacity  to  force  the  blood  into  the 
aorta,  sent  to  its  cavity  from  the  right  auri- 

cle, and  he  died  from  prolonged  syncope.  We 
see  in  this  case  an  illustration  of  the  theory 
of  Laenec,  that  valvular  disease  has  but  little 
influence  on  the  health  when  the  muscular 
condition  of  the  heart  remains  sound. 

This  man  was  physically  strong,  active  and 
energetic  ;  aod  excepting  occasional  attacks 
of  palpitation,  after  unusual  exertion,  he  made 
no  complaint,  and  neyer  was  sufficiently 
alarmed  to  consult  a  physician.  It  would  have 
been  exceedingly  interesting  to  have  watched 
the  progress  of  tuis  case  from  its  incipient 
stages,  beginning  with  the  slightest  obstruc- 

tion, then  permanently  patent  state  of  the 
valves  (and  this  is  the  ordinary  re.-ult  of  the 
valvular  disease)  and  finally  the  almost  oc- 

cluded opening ;  but  the  patient  never  hav- 
ing applied  for  medical  advice,  the  character 

of  the  heart  sounds  could  only  be  surmised 
from  its  patholosical  state. 

If  this  patient  had  sought  counsel  of  an  in- 
telligent physician,  and  been  informed  of  the 

nature  of  his  disease  and  the  absolute  neces- 
sity for  maintaining  perfect  composure,  or  at 

least  of  not  subjecting  the  system  to  any  ex- 
traordinary exposure,  he  might  have  lived  for 

years  and  eventually  died  of  some  other  af- 
fection. We  base  this  opinion  on  the  belief 

that  the  disease  had  reached  its  ultima  thule, 
and  that  no  amount  of  deposit  around  the  cir- 

cumference or  on  the  ventricular  side  of  the 
disk  could  have  any  further  obstructed  the 
flow. 

It  is  also  true  that  if  he  had  fallen  into 
good  hands,  and  an  effort  been  made  to  lessen 
the  impulse  by  the  administration  of  powerful 
arterial  sedatives,  the  tis&ue  of  the  heart  might 
have  become  weakened,  the  efforts  of  nature 
frustrated,  and  the  case  hastened  to  a  speedy 
dissolution.  Stokes  mentions  only  one  or  two 
of  extreme  ossific  deposits,  and  on  page  169 
speaks  of  one  "  remarkable  case  "  somewhat similar  to  the  above. 

Yours  truly, 
D.  W.  Jo:nes. 

Ellenburgli  Center,  N.  F.,  Dec.  30,1871. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Medical  Statistics. 

Dr.  Toner,  cf  Washington,  writes  us:  I 
tabulated  the  actual  ages  of  two  thousand  ca 
ses  among  physicians,  to  deduce  the  average 
length  of  life  of  med:cal  meo,  what  I  find  to 
be  58  39  years.  Mortality  between  21  and  30, 

114;  30  and  40,276;  40*  and  50,287;  50  and 60,  330  ;  60  and  70.  388  ;  70  and  80,  362;  80  and 
90,  207  ;  90  and  100,  35  ;  over  100, 1.  There 
are  101  m  dical  teaching  boards,  of  all  schools, 
in  the  United  States.   In  seventy-seven  of 

these,  regular  or  retired  men  are  taught,  six- 
teen of  these  being  schools  of  Pharmacy  ;  the 

others  are  eight  Dental  Colleges,  eight  Ho- 
n  cenpathic,  six  Eclectic,  and  two  Botanic.  In 
fifty-two  of  the  regular  colleges  th^re  were  in 
1871,  6,018  matriculants,  1,813  M.  D.'s.  82  ad- 
evendum,  and  18  Honorary  degrees  conferred. 

List  of  Medical  Patents. 

List  of  patents  issued  trorn  the  IJ.  S,  Patent 
Office  to  American  inventors,  and  each  Dear- 
ing  the  following  dates,  furnished  for  the  Re- 

porter by  Cox  &  Cox,  Solicitors  of  Patents, 
Washington,  D  C. : 

Inventors  for  the  wee7c  ending  December  19, 1871. — Medical 
Compound  or  Fever  and  Ague  Cure,  L.  Bodenh^itner, 
Pad  ucah.  Kentucky ;  Med  cal  '  oinpound  for  Cure  of 
(  hills  and  Fever,  .'/.Brown.  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Cental For  eps  L.  G-.  Haskins,  Newport,  N.  J. ;  Process  for  Pre- 

paring Gold  tor  Dental  Purposes,  E  Gr.  &  L.  Kearsing, 
Spring  Vailev,  N.  Y. ;  Needie  Rlectrode  for  Electro  Sur- 

gical Uses,  J.  Kidder,  New  York  City;  Uterine  Sup- 
po  ter,  A.  Lowe.  Nashville,  enn. ;  Medical  Compound 
of  Vegetable  Alkaloids,  (t.  W.  Sco'lay,  New  York  ity. 
Tr*de  Marks— Medicine,  Holloway  &  Co.,  N^w  York  City 
(.two  trade  marks). 

Inventors  for  the  vjeek  ending  December  26,  1871.— Dental 
Force  ps,  P.  N.  Jacobs.  Montague,  N.J.  Reissues— Method 
ef  Cooling  and  Ventilating  Rooms,  A  S.  Lyman,  New York  city. 

Inventors  for  the  week  end-ng  January  2, 1872  — Vacuum  ap- 
paratus for  Treating  Diseases  S.  Pasco,  Delavan,  "Wiscon- sin. Rubbing  Apparatus  for  Medical  Purposes,  G.  H. 

Taylor,  New  York  city;  Medical  Compound  or  Worm 
Candy,  J.  C.  Wells,  Owengsville,  Kentucky. 

Longevity  of  Circus  Actors. 

A  London  paper  says  :  The  "  artists  "  of  the 
circus  find  their  profession  remarkably  healthy, 
aud  they  are  a  long-lived  race.  Joe  Wallet, 
the  famous  clown  in  London,  is  considerably 
over  seventy,  and  is  as  livelv  and  active  as 
he  was  forty  years  ago.  Old  Orde,  whise  out- 

door ring  is  still  visble  on  many  a  village- 
ereen,  and  who  wan  the  instructor  of  Batty, 
lived  to  considerably  over  ninety,  and  a  short 
time  before  his  deaih  he  was  jumping  over  a 
tobacco-pipe  and  an  open  razor  on  his  bare- 

backed steed.  Batty  was  a  *"  courier  of  St. 
Petersburg"  till  he  was  past  sixty.  Franks, 
who  is  now  tumbling  son  ersaults  aud  postur- 

ing at  Hengler's,  is  considerably  over  sixty, 
and  as  fresh  as  a  daisy,  as  anvone  may  see  by 
visiting  the  circus  in  Argyle  street. 

Criminal  Abortion. 

The  Medico-Legal  Society  of  New  Y<  rk,  at 
a  recent  meeting,  received  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Criminal  Abortion,  which  re- 

commends a  change  in  the  law,  so  that  the 
crime  may  be  simply  a  felony  without  any 
specified  denomination,  and  providing  as  a 
penalty  not  less  than  four  years  imprisonment. 
The  report  was  adopted  and  a  committee 
i  f  responsible  citizens  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Governor  and  urge  the  passage  of  such  a 
law  by  the  legislature.  This  change  would 
give  a  judge  the  opportunity  of  sentencing 
such  a  villain  as  Rosenzweig  to  Sing  Sing 
fur  life. 
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QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 

Dr.  P.  J.  K.,  of  Pa.— Wliat  book  would  you  recommend 
on  the  art  of  prescribing  medicine  ? 
Reply. — Pereira's  Physician's  Prescription  Boole.    SI. 25. 
Dr.  Von  M.,  of  Ills.— Will  you  name  in  th»  Reporter  one 

or  more  German,  English  arid  French  journals,  the  arrange- 
ment of  which  are  similar  to  that  of  the  Reporter  ;  pa- 

pers that "  ontain  articles  on  the  different  branches  of  our 
art  and  at  the  same  time  valuable  contributions  ? 
Reply.— We  will  before  long  devote  space  to  a  review 

of  a  number  of  foreign  journals,  and  thus  give  you  a  more 
complete  reply  than  we  can  here  do. 

Prices. 
Dr.  C.  B.,  of  Miss.-  The  information  about  the  prices  of 

medical  books  you  wish,  you  will  find  at  length  in  the 
Physician's  Annual. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Q.,  of  Fla  Beasley's  Prescription  Book  is  the 
nearest  work  we  know  to  meet  your  want.  It  was  noticed 
in  this  journal  recently. 

Binding. 
Dr.  M.  0.  H.,  of  Ills.— Single  vojumes  of  the  Reporter 

can  be  bound  by  us  lor  $LC0  each. 
Small-Pox  and  Measles. 

Messrs.  Editors :  "  What  do  medical  authors  say — what 
is  the  opinion  of  medical  men  in  regard  to  the  existence 
of  small-pox  and  measles,  in  the  same  person  at  the  same 
time?"  C.  F.  C. 
Reply.— They  can  so  occur. 

Uterine  Polypus. 
Messrs.  Editors :  "  I  have  a  case  of  Intrauterine  Polypus. 

The  patient's  age  47  ;  climacteric  not  passed.  She  suffers 
from  hemorrhage,  and  cannot  live  long  in  her  present 
condition.  Polypus  is  large—  probably  as  large  as  a  man's 
fist,  exrends  above  the  pubes  and  presses  on  the  perineum. 
The  index  finger  readily  passes  into  the  os  and  feels  it  like 
a  child's  head  presenting.  Os  is  very  thin  ;  attachment 
is  high  p— probably  to  the  anterior  wall.  Can  it  be  re- 

moved, and  ought  an  attempt  to  be  made  to  do  so  now  ?' A.  M.  C. 
Reply.— By  all  means  operate  promptly. 
Dr.  G.  H.  T.,  Pa.— What  "  property  "■  do  you  refer  to  ? 

There  are  five  "  December  numbers"  of  the  Reporter, 
and  several  properties  advertised  in  them. 

Unreasonable. 
There  are  certain  unreasonable  people  who  annoy  us 

with  impracticable  propositions  on  all  sorts  of  subjects. 
Examples. — There  are  two  letters  now  before  us,  one  from 
a  firm  at  the  West  saying  that  if  we  can  furnish  books  at 
25  per  cent,  discount  we  may  mail  a  certain  work  and  await 
further  orders,  and  the  pay — for  no  money  accompanies  the 
order.  Again. — A  subscriber  sends  S14  subscription  for 
himself  and  ai  other  physician  to  the  Reportek  and  Com- 

pendium, which,  at  commutation  price  is  all  right.  Rut, 
he  adds — We  are  both  'old'  subscribers,  but  can't  see 
why  we  should  pay  more  for  your  interesting  periodicals 
than  a  1  new  '  subscriber,  and  as  I  feel  liberally  inclined, 
you  may  send  both  our  1  premiums  '  in  one  in  the  shape 
of  Naptiey's  Modern  Therapeutics,  to  Dr.  .  and  I  will 
borrow  it,  or  wait  for  mine  till  another  year."  We  have 
heretofore  explained  that  canvassing  for  new  subscribers 
always  costs  something.  Agents'  charges  are  very  heavy, 
and  they  are  too  often  dishonest  and  unreliable.  In  com. 
mon  with  publishers  all  over  the  world,  we  offer  induce- 

ments in  the  shape  ot  premiums,  to  new  subscribers,  to 
deal  directly  with  us,  or  those  who  will  interest  themselves 
in  getting  new  subscriber,  so  that  they  shall  not  lose  their 
time  in  canvassing  for  us  for  nothing.  These  are  the 
eheapest  agencies  we  can  employ.  We  really  get  no  return 

for  our  outlay  the  first  year,  and  look  to  future  subsc  ip- 
tions  to  pay  us.  If  we  could  afford  to  give  the  Reporter 
for  $4  we  should  do  so. 

Dr.  S.  S.  T.,  0.— The  price  of  the  Reporter  in  advance 
strictly,  and  the  Pocket  Record,  is  $6. 

Dr.  T.  M.  H.,  Conn. — Nothing  cm  be  plainer  than  our 
published  prices.  The  Pocket  Record  for  seventy  pa- 

tients a  week  is  &2,  for  thirty-five  patients  a  we  k,  SI. 50. 
When  taken  wiih  the  Beporter,  and  the  latter  is  paid 
for  strictly  in  advance,  the  prices  are  $6  and  S6.f  0  respect- 

ively, or  with  the  Compendium  $4  and  $4.50,  and  Re- 
porter, Compendium,  and  Pocket  Record  together,  $3 

and  $8.50  for  the  respective  sizes. 

OBITUARY. 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY,  M.  D. 

The  announcement  of  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  so 
long  and  honorably  connected  with  the  mtdical  profes- sion of  New  York,  will  be  received  with  regrtt  by  irany. 
Dr.BuLKLEY  was  born  in  ̂ sew  Haven. Conn., April' 20. 1803. On  the  maternal  side  he  was  a  descendant  of  John  Pres- 
cott,  who  came  to  W^tertown  and  Boston  in  1640.  His 
mother  was  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Roger  Sherman,  of  Conn., 
whose  husband  was  the  famous  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College,  in  the 
Class  of  1821,  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  and  re- 

ceived his  deg  ee  of  M.  D.  from  the  Medical  D»  partment of  Yale  in  1829.  Since  1848  he  has  been  one  of  the 
physicians  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  the  oldest  insti- 

tution of  its  kind  in  the  ciiy,  and  in  18K9-70  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  i  ied  in 

that  city  on  the  4th  inst.,  of  pneumonia,  after  a  ihort  ill- nets. 

MARRIAGES. 

Bigelow— Smith.  In  Newbuiyport,  Mass  ,  Jan.  9th, 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell,  assisted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Spaulding, 
Dr.  A.  T.  Bigelow,  of  Clinton,  and  Miss  Hattie  E.,  only 
daughter  of  Capt.  C  T.  Smitb. Trenchaed— Booth.  On  December  6th,  1871,  at  the 
residence  of  Wm.  L.  Peiper,  Esq.,  Lanea-ter,  Pa.,  by 
Rev.  Dr.  E.  Greenwald,  Dr.  John  F.  Trtrnchard,  of  Phila- 

delphia, and  Mary  A.  Booth,  of  Richmond,  Va. 

BIRTH. 

"arrison.—  December  2ist,  1871,  at  DeWitt,  Arkansas, 
Lora,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  B.,  and  Gulnare  Garrison. 

DEATHS. 
Burton.— In  Mobi'e,  Ala.,  of  consumption,  December 24th,  Dr.  E.  W.  Burton,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  the  38th 

year  of  his  age. 
Cowdrich  —In  Frenchio^n,  N.  J.,  December  31st  1871, 

Dr.  G.  R.  Cowdrich,  in  the  39th  year  of  bis  age. 
Dale.— January  7th,  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Dale,  of  Alleghany 

City,  aged  64  years. Dr.  Dale  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  in  the  year 
1808.  He  was  a  graduate  o  the  University  ot  Pennsylva- j.ia,  in  Philadelphia,  and  while  in  attendance  at  the 
University  was  an  office  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Chapman.  He  moved  to  Pittsburg  in  iheyear  1£29,  since 
which  time  he  has  bf  en  in  active  practice  except  three 
years.  He  was  a  prominent  physician  and  for  many  years 
took  an  active  part  in  politics,  holding  positions,  of  trust 
and  responsibility. 

M>  rritt. — On  Friday,  January  5ih,  suddenlv,  at  New 
Castle,  Del.,  John  Merritt,  M.  D. 
Page.— January  10,  1872,  at  San  Francisco.  Cal.,  Dr. 

Thomas  S.  Page,  foimerh  ot  Valparaiso,  Chili,  S  A. 
Perkins.— Recently,  at  his  residence  in  Castleton,  Vt., 

Dr.  Joseph  Perkins.  He  was  for  many  years  President 
of  the  Castleton  Medical  College,  and  a  lecturer  in  thj 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  at Burlington. 
Russel.— Recently,  Dr.  Joseph  W.  Russel,  of  Stoddard, 

N.  H  ,  aged  26  years'.  He  graduated  at  Hanover  Medical School  in  1870. 
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Original  Department, 

ULCERATION  OF  THE  OS  AND 
CERVIX  UTERI. 

By  T.  Curtis  Smith, 
Of  Middleport,  Ohio. 

[Continued  from  p.  51.) 
Erosion. 

Erosion  or  simple  excoriation  of  the  neck 
and  orifice  of  the  uterus  is  met  with  every  now 
and  then,  but  I  have  not  seen  it  as  often  as 
the  granular  form.  In  this  form  the  mucous 
membrane  is  simply  deprived  of  its  epithelium, 
which  may  be  very  small  in  extent  or  spread 
over  considerable  surface  ;  thus  it  may  involve 

one  lip,  forming  a  crescent-shaped  excoriation, 
or  it  may  involve  both  lips,  forming  a  circle 

around  the  orifice.  It  is  "  distinguished,*  by 
its  lively  red  color  and  its  velvet-like  surface, 
from  the  neighboring  rosy  and  smooth  parts." 

This  form  of  the  disease  is  very  often  caused 
by  irritating  discharges  from  the  uterus,  and 

is  very  liable  to  accompany  "  acute  or  chronic 
uterine  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  mucous 

membrane  of  the  neck  and  of  the  vagina."  It 
may  also  be  produced  by  mechanical  causes, 
such  as  have  been  named  as  being  the  exciting  I 
cause  for  commencing  granular  ulceration.  It 
is  more  apt  to  occur  when,  from  congestion  or 
inflammatory  action  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
the  epithelial  layer  is  less  strongly  adherent 
than  in  a  healthy  state. 
An  aphthous  form  of  erosion,  as  also  a 

herpetic  form,  may  arise  from  constitutional 
derangements.  These  conditions  are  pro- 

duced by  digestive  or  systemic  derangements, 
that  produce  similar  affections  of  the  mouth 
and  throat.  Scanzoni  favors  this  view  and 
gives  cases  in  illustration  of  the  truth  of  it.t 
♦Scanzoni. 
fDia.  Females,  pp.  216-17. 

This  form  of  ulceration  of  itself  would  not 
be  of  very  great  practical  importance  if  it 
never  led  to  a  more  serious  phase  of  the 
disease.  But  unfortunately  this  is  often  the 
case,  and  what  has  begun  in  a  simple  excoria- 

tion of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix  or 

lips  of  the  os,  "  almost!  always  degenerates 
into  deep  ulcerations  of  long  duration,  which 
at  last  injure  the  entire  organism,  wherefore 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  physician  to  give  them  all 
his  attention,  and  to  seek  in  season  to  cure 
them."  This  is  but  a  reiteration  of  the  view 
set  forth  while  speaking  of  the  granular  form 
of  ulceration  in  former  pages. 
The  diagnosis  is  generally  easy.  There  is 

an  absence  of  all  the  characteristics  of  the 

granular  ulcer,  except  the  color  and  velvety 
appearance.  There  is  but  a  simple  erosion. 
This  may  sometimes,  when  observed,  be  cov- 

ered by  an  aphthous,  herpetic,  or  even  a 
diphtheritic  tunic  or  eruption,  which  is  easily 
removed,  when  the  true  character  of  the  affec- 

tion will  be  made  out. 
The  prognosis,  under  proper  treatment,  is 

nearly  always  favorable,  but  complete  re- 
covery may  require  several  weeks  or  months. 

The  duration  will  depend  very  much  on  the 
real  cause  of  the  disease,  and  the  facility  with 
which  it  may  be  removed. 

In  the  treatment,  all  derangements  of  the 
system  should  be  removed  as  far  as  possible, 
for  which  such  general  medication  must  be 
adopted  for  each  case  as  in  the  judgment  of 
the  physician  seems  proper.  Local  causes 
should  also  receive  attention ;  locally,  strict 
cleanliness  must  be  secured,  which  can  best 
be  done  by  large  injections  of  warm  water,  say 
one  or  two  gallons,  passed  through  a  David- 

JLoc.  cit. 
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sod's  syringe  into  the  vagina,  two  or  three 
times  a  day  ;  local  blood-letting  can  be  prac- 

ticed with  advantage  if  there  is  much  hypere- 
mia of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the  patient 

is  not  already  anemic;  otherwise  it  would  be 
cf  little,  if  any,  value. 

In  this  form  of  the  affection  a  few  have 

highly  recommended  the  application  of  caus- 
tics in  full  strength,  but  this  to  me  seems  too 

heroic.  An  application  of  a  solution  of  ar- 
genti  nitras,  of  Bj.  to  £)ij.  to  the  ounce  of 
water,  made  through  a  speculum ;  or  a  solu- 

tion cfzinci  sulphas,  grs.  vj.  to  gj.,  or  cupri 
Bulp.,  grs.  iij.  to  3j.,  is  usually  sufficiently 
strong  to  effect  the  desired  re^lt.  These  should 
be  applied  every  eight  to  twelve  days,  but  the 
injections  should  be  continued  every  day. 
Mild  astringent  injections  will  prove  benefi- 

cial when  indicated  by  relaxed  vaginal  mu- 
cous-memorane,  or  free  leucorrhea.  In  many 
of  these  cases  the  suppositories  mentioned, 
while  speaking  of  granular  ulceration,  will 
effect  a  recovery  without  the  topical  use  of 
caustics  or  caustic  bolutions,  but  too  much  de- 

pendence should  not  be  placed  in  these  al^ne. 
The  patient  should  enjoy  an  abundance 

of  tree,  pure  air,  passive,  or  some  light,  ac- 
tive exercise.  The  diet  should  be  nourish- 
ing, easy  of  digestion  and  taken  regularly. 

Confinement  to  the  recumbent  position  during 
an  entire  course  of  treatment  of  this  affection 

can,  to  my  mind,  hardly  be  too  severely  con- 
demned. The  reasons  for  this  have  been  stated 

elsewhere. 

One  thing  must  be  remembered  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  and  all  other  forms  of  cervical 

ulceration,  i.  e.,  that  so  long  as  the  cause  that 
produced  the  ulcer  remains,  the  ulcer  cannot 
be  permanently  cured.  The  remote  and  im  - 

mediate causes  should  be  hunted  out  and  re- 
moved, if  possible. 

FOLLICULAR  ULCERATION. 

This  is  simply  an  ulceration  of  the  mucous 
follicles  of  the  cervix,  and  is  similar  to  the 
ulceration  of  the  follicles  of  the  mucous  mem- 

brane in  other  localities.  These  follicles  are 
formed  on  the  external  and  internal  surface  of 
the  cervix,  the  mucous  membrane  on  the  one 
hand  being  continuous  with  that  lining  the 
uterus,  and  on  the  other  hand  with  the  vagi- 

nal mucous  membrane.  They  are  lined  with 
epithelium  and  basement  membrane,  and  con- 

tain more  or  less  mucous  and  granule  cells. 
This  form  of  ulceration  shows  different 

phases  at  different  times.  There  may  at  one 
time  be  observed  small  vesicles  the  size  of  a 
millet  seed,  which  are  fi  led  with  a  fluid  the 
consistence  of  thick  mucilage.*  At  another 
time  they  are  seen  open,  or  after  the  vesicles 
have  been  ruptured  and  a  simple  follicular 
uicer  is  observed  in  the  situation  formerly  oc- 

cupied by  the  vesicle.  Afterward  the  papilla? 
become,  from  hyperemia,  enlarged,  somewhat 
elevated,  and  very  red.  In  this  condition  they 
may  be  mistaken  for  granular  ulcers.  This 
formt  of  ulceration  is  included  by  Scanzoni 
under  erosion  of  the  cervix,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  two  distit-ct  names  should  be  ad- 

mitted, as  the  diseases  are  very  similar.  The 
causes  of  this  affection  are  the  same  as  those 

causing  simple  erosion  and  often  granular 
ulceration. 

The  prognosis  will  depend  largely  on  the 
cause  of  the  disease.  If  this  can  be  removed 

or  relieved,  recovery  usually  follows  under 
proper  management  of  the  case. 

In  the  treatment,  during  the  vesicular  stage, 
the  vesicles  should  be  opened  aud  the  ulcer 
penciled  with  nitrate  of  silver,  or  lightly  with 
stronger  caustics.  But  very  often  a  strong  so- 

lution of  the  nitrate  or  of  zinci  sulp.  is  suffi. 
cient.  Hygienic  measures  as  recommended 
for  other  forms,  and  also  the  suppositories  aud 
general  constitutional  treatment  will  be  found 
indicated  in  this. 

inflammatory  ulcer. j: 
Inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  or 

parenchymatous  substance  of  the  uterus  nitty 
give  rise  to  a  form  of  ulceration  characterized 
by  inflammatory  action  throughout  its  con  se. 
This  is  characterized  by  its  destruction  of  sub- 

stance, precipitous  edges,  with  more  or  less 
induration  in  most  cases.  At  first  there  is 

simply  inflammation  of  an  active  character., 
running  on  to  suppuration  more  or  less  free. 

A  solution  of  continuity  occurs  during  the 
inflammatory  process,  which  may  be  slight  at 
first,  but  as  there  is  but  little  disposition  to 
spontaneous  recovery,  it  continues  to  destroy 
the  substance  of  the  cervix,  and  in  time  it  be- 

comes chronic,  when  the  morbid  process  is 
more  sluggish.  If  examined  at  this  stage,  the 
body  of  the  uterus  is  found  more  or  less  en- 

larged or  hypertrophied,  and  sometimes  seems 
hard  and  indurated;  at  others  simply  congested* 
*Thomas. 
f  A  tier  the  first  stage  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  two  can be  differentiated. 
J  Many  think  this  is  the  only  true  form  of  cervical  ulcer. 
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The  edges  of  the  ulcer  are  now  precipitous 
and  of  irregular  shape  ;  one  or  both  lips  may 
be  involved,  i.  e.,  one  may  be  quite  destroyed 
while  the  other  is  intact,  but  enlarged,  or  both 
may  be  affected  at  the  same  time.  The  edges 
of  the  ulcer  are  apt  to  be  more  or  less  in- 

durated, and  in  some  instances  are  under- 
mined during  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

The  granulations  will  appear  quite  healthy, 
and  do  not  bleed  when  mopped  clear  of  pus  or 
muco-pus,  as  readily  as  the  granular  ulcer,  un- 

less there  be  a  tendency  to  the  fungus  variety 
developed.  It  is  diagnosed  from  granular  ulcer 
by  its  irregular  and  precipitous  edges  with 
slight  induration,  less  tendency  to  bleed,  and 
more  sharp,  twinging  pains.  Thomas*  states 
that  u  This  form  of  ulcer  is  very  rarely  met 
with,  except  as  the  result  of  direct  injury 
with  coexisting  parenchymatous  congestion  or 
inflammation."  I  have  not  usually  found  it 
to  be  traceable  to  any  mechanical  injury,  but 
to  arise  simply  as  the  result  of  inflammation. 
Anything  that  may  give  rise  to  active  inflam- 

mation may  stand  as  a  remote  cause  of  this 
form  of  ulceration. 

The  prognosis  will  depend  on  the  success 
of  measures  adopted  to  remove  the  inflamma- 

tion and  its  causes,  if  the  latter  still  exist. 
Topical  bleedings  will  generally  be  valuable  ; 
these  should  be  followed  by  frequent  injec- 

tions of  warm  water,  and  if  much  pain  is  ex- 
perienced a  suppository  of  any  effectual  ano- 

dyne will  be  valuable.  Caustics  may  be  used 
to  excite  healthy  action  by  their  counter- 
irritant  and  alterative  effect,  and  to  destroy 
the  indurated  edges  if  they  have  been  under- 

mined, or  these  edges  may  be  pared  off,  which 
answers  the  double  purpose  of  their  removal 
and  of  topical  bleeding.  Caustics  should  be 
used  more  sparingly  than  in  most  other  forms 
of  the  disease.  Rest  should  only  be  required 
in  those  cases  where  exercise  seems  to  aggra- 

vate the  disease.  Where  uterine  displace- 
ment has  been  a  cause  of  the  affection  prima- 

rily, or  is  a  cause  for  its  continuance,  mea- 
sures should  be  adopted  to  effect  replacement 

to  its  normal  position. 
THE  SYPHILITIC  TJXCER. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  differentiation  of  this 
form,  and  I  am  done. 
The  physician  should  be  very  careful  in  his 

expression  of  an  opinion  with  reference  to  an 
ulcer  suspected  to  be  ol  this  nature,  as  the  pa- 

tient herself  is  often  innocent  of  any  breach 
*Dis.  Women,  p.  281. 

of  fidelity,  and  her  character  might  be  readily 
ruined  by  a  too  hasty  expression*  or  a 
thoughtless  word.  In  a  therapeutic  point  of 
view,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  it  should 
be  diagnosed  early  and  treated  promptly. 
Thomas  states  that  "  these  are  the  means  of 
diagnosis  in  cases  of  chancre : 

"  Border  of  ulcer  precipitous  ; 
"  Surface  of  ulcer  depressed; 
"  Great  tendency  to  bleed  ; 
u  Great  tendency  to  false  membranous  cov- ering. 

"  Rapid  development  of  symptoms  ; 
"  Early  appearances  of  roseola  ; 
"  Transmission  by  inoculation. 
"All  of  these  signs  are  of  value,  but  the  only 

one  upon  which  a  positive  opinion  could  be 

based  is  the  last." The  secondary  manifestations  follow  more 
quickly  than  is  usually  the  case  where  the 
lesion  is  located  elsewhere. 
This  is  treated  in  the  same  manner  as 

syphilis,  when  the  initial  lesion  occurs  on 
other  portions  of  the  genital  organs,  mercur- 

ials forming  the  chief  reliance  in  combatting 
the  disease. 

Iff,  B.— In  the  introductory  pari  of  this  pa- 
per I  s  ated  that  I  had  not  yet  seen  a  case  in 

which  the  initial  lesion  of  syphilis  was  pri- 
marily located  on  the  cervix  uteri.  Since  that 

date  a  case  of  undoubtedly  syphilitic  ulcer  on 
the  cervix  has  fallen  into  my  care,  all  the 
manifestations  pointing  unmistakably  to  its 
character  as  being  the  initial  lesion  of  syph- 

ilis. Of  phagedenic  and  cancerous  ulceration 
of  the  cervix  I  will  not  at  present  treat. 

AN  INTERESTING  CASE    OF  PRO- 
TRACTED AND  MULTIFORM 

DISEASE. 
By  W.  C.  Coleman,  M.  D  , 

Of  Latrobe,  Pa. 

February  26tb,  1869,  was  called  to  see  Miss 

W.,  who  gave  the  following  history:  "Am 
20  years  of  age,  and  always  enjoyed  good 
health  until  May  15th,  1868,  when  I  was  taken 
sick  and  had  to  go  to  bed.  Sent  for  Dr.  E. 
S.  Riggs.  When  he  had  examined  me  he 

pronounced  my  disease  fever  (typhoid),  but 
said  it  was  likely  to  be  very  mild.  I  kept  my 
bed  ten  days,  at  the  end  of  which  time  I  began 
to  sit  up.   During  the  ten  days  I  was  confined 

*  In  addition  ,  a  serious  legal  question  might  arise,  af- 
fecting the  virtue  of  the  woman. 
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to  bed  I  felt  a  pain  at  times  in  my  right  knee, 
and  after  I  got  up  it  began  to  be  more  severe 
and  constant.  It  soon  began  to  swell  and 
grow  tender.  Dr.  Biggs  directed  me  to  apply 
a  4  fly  blister'  to  it,  which  I  did,  and  by  his 
direction  continued  to  apply  them  until  I  had 
seven  different  blisters  drawn.  The  relief  I 
received  from  this  was  only  temporary.  Dr. 
Riggs  went  to  Philadelphia  October  last,  and 
I  did  nothing  with  mv  knee  until  in  January 
1869,  when  I  visited  Dr.  McGin,  of  Pittsbursr. 
He  directed  me  to  blister  again,  and  gave  me 
a  little  medicine  internally.  I  remained  in  the 
city  one  week,  during  which  time  I  applied 
two  blisters,  and  when  I  returned  home  did 
not  find  any  relief  from  the  blisters  and  left 

off." In  addition  to  the  above  I  learned  that 
she  began  to  menstruate  between  13  and 
14,  and  that  she  had  menstruated  regularly 
until  she  took  sick,  and  since  then  had  been 
quite  irregular  ;  had  lost  much  flesh  ;  had  no 
appetite,  and  the  bowels  very  much  constipat- 

ed. The  gland*  about  the  neck  had  frequently 
enlarged;  the  eyes  had  been  sore  for  some 
time  5  had  a  dry,  hacking  cough  and  some  sore- 

ness in  the  chest. 

After  having  satisfied  myself  as  to  the  ex- 
amination, I  concluded  I  had  a  case  of  chronic 

inflammation  of  the  knee-joint,  with  general 
debility  and  a  well  marked  scofulous  dia- 

thesis.  Treatment : 
R.    Ferri.  et.  quinise.  cit.,  ̂ s. 

Aquae  bul ,  f.^ijss. 
Tinct.  gentian  comp.,  f-.^U- 
Syr.  zingiber,  f.^j  M. 

Sig. — Teaspoonful  tbree  times  a  day  after meals. 

I  also  directed  that  tincture  iodine  be  applied 
freely  to  the  knee  ;  ordered  laxative  diet  and 
a  few  pil.  cath.  comp.  to  be  used  if  needed. 

Continued  this  treatment  regularly  for  two 
weeks.  General  health  somewhat  improved, 
but  little  change  on  the  knee,  except  that  she 
rested  better  at  night.  Continued  the  internal 
treatment  for  two  weeks  more,  but  s  bstituted 
steaming  for  the  iodine.  Used  hot  water 
with  onions  cut  into  it,  and  placed  the  knee 
over  the  water  and  covered  with  a  woolen 
blanket.  Repeated  this  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  and  in  the  meantime  kept  flannel  cloths 
around  the  joint  This  gave  the  first  perma- 

nent relief  to  the  knee,  and  at  end  of  two 
weeks  it  was  very  much  improved,  the  swell- 

ing having  mostly  subsided  and  very  little 
pain  or  tenderness. 

Dr.  L.  S.  Clagett,  of  Penn  Station,  paid 
me  a  visit  once,  and  we  saw  the  patient,  and 
concluded  to  use  a  weak  solution  of  ammo, 
muriate  to  the  knee,  and  continue  tne  tonic. 

The  case  continued  to  progress  favorably 
for  a  few  days,  when  a  diarrhea  set  in,  and 
the  patient  began  to  complain  of  a  pain  in  the 
hip  joint.  The  diarrhea  was  not  hard  to  con- 

trol, but  the  pain  in  the  hip  became  more  and 
more  severe.    At  this  time  gave  as  a  tonic : 

R.   Tinct.  gentian  comp.,  f.gfg. 
Acid  nit.  muriat,  sjss. 
Syr.  zingiber,  Ij, 
Aquse  font..  f.^ijss.  M. 

Sig. — Teaspoonful  before  meals. 
Continued  the  ammo,  to  the  knee,  and  ap- 

plied large,  warm,  flaxseed  poultices  to  the 
hip,  and  gave  ammo,  bromide,  gr.  xv.  to  xx., 
to  quiet  her  during  the  night.  Continued  this 
treatment  for  three  weeks,  with  very  good  re- 

sults ;  knee  well,  except  a  little  tenderness, 
and  the  hip  joint  so  much  improved  that  she 
was  up  a  portion  of  the  day.  But  this  favor- 

able condition  only  lasted  a  few  days,  when 
she  was  obliged  to  return  to  bed,  the  hip  hav- 

ing become  very  painful,  the  leg  and  thigh 
being  very  much  flexed.  The  flaxseed  poul- 

tices were  resorted  to,  but  did  not  give  the 
slightest  relief,  and  I  determined  to  use  my 
hypodermic  syringe,  although  the  patent  al- 

ways had  unpleasant  effects  from  use  of  opium 
in  any  form,  when  given  by  the  mouth.  From 
i  to  h  of  a  grain  morphia  sulph.,  in  connec- 

tion with  the  poultices,  would  give  relief  for 
twenty-four  hours ;  still  the  patient  suffered 
more  or  less  from  sickness  produced  by  the 
morphia. 

Having  concluded  that  I  now  had  a  case  of 
morbus  coxarius,  on  May  4th,  1869,  after  giv- 

ing the  patient  a  few  inhalations  of  ether,  I 
extended  the  leg,  and  applied  a  thirty  pound 
weight  to  it  by  means  of  adhesive  strips. 
Having  extended  the  limb  fully,  I  made  an  is- 

sue (with  caustic  potass.)  about  one  and  a-half 
inches  in  diameter.  Continued  the  tonic  and 
gave  nothing  else  ;  and  the  patient  began  to 
improve  almost  immediately,  and  continued 
so  up  to  the  18th,  when  I  started  West  and 
left  her  in  care  of  my  partner,  Dr.  E.  Fergu- 

son. The  hip  continued  to  improve,  and  by 
May  27th  the  weight  was  removed  after  Dr. 
F.  had  reopened  the  issue.  About  this  time 
the  left  hip  became  very  painful,  which  disap- 

peared by  the  use  of  some  liniment  ordered 
by  Dr.  F.   During  the  former  part  of  June 
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she  was  up  most  of  each  day,  bat  the  right  hip 
joint  was  quite  tender.  I  returned  home  in 
the  middle  of  June,  and  directed  her  to  use 
crutches,  which  she  did  for  six  weeks,  and  made 
very  good  progress.  From  the  shortening  of 
the  limb  and  the  pitching  of  the  pelvis,  she 
was  obliged  to  have  the  heel  of  her  shoe  made 
two  inches  high,  but  more  than  one-half  of  this 
shortening  came  from  inequality  in  the  pelvis. 

August  1st,  1869,  began  to  complain  of  dif- 
ficulty in  urinating.  Tested  the  urine — s.  g. 

18.22 — very  acid,  and  abundant  in  phosphates; 
also  traces  of  mucus.  As  she  had  left  off  all 
medicine  when  she  laid  aside  her  crutches 
about  a  week  before,  I  directed  her  to  use 
soft  water,  and  sometimes  add  a  little  soda 
carb.  to  it,  and  gave  an  alkaline  diuretic,  com- 

posed mostly  of  potas.  acetas.  Continued  this 
to  August  9th,  when  she  visited  me  by  riding 
in  a  buggy  three  railed.  From  the  symptoms 
I  was  led  to  suspect  uterine  disease,  and  on 
making  a  vaginal  examination  found  the 
uterous  anti  everted,  and  resting  hard  on  the 
bladder.  I  replaced  the  uterus  and  ordered 
cool  astringent  injections,  to  relieve  the  heat 
and  tenderness  of  the  parts,  and  prepare  for 
more  direct  treatment.  In  addition  to  the  di- 

uretic already  ordered,  and  which  she  had  been 
using,  I  gave  uva  ursi  tea,  with  a  little  soda 
8al  carb.  added  to  each  dose. 

Und^r  this  treatment  she  gradually  improv- 
ed up  to  Sep.  26th,  when  I  was  called  to  see 

her  for  a  pain  in  left  hip;  the  symptoms  of 
acute  inflammation  being  well  marked.  I  ex- 

tended the  limb  (which  was  flexed  consider- 
ably) and  attached  about  twenty  pounds  to 

the  leg  ;  left  off  the  tea  and  added  a  little 
spts.  nit.  ether  and  tine,  digitalis  to  my  diuretic 
mixture.  At  end  of  two  weeks  the  hip  was  free 
from  pain  and  had  little  tenderness,  and,  with 
use  of  crutches  for  three  weeks,  the  latter  en- 

tirely disappeared  and  the  urinary  difficulty 
was  very  much  improved.  But  a  more  serious 
trouble  appeared  to  be  developing,  which  in 
a  few  days  proved  to  be  pelvic  cellulitis.  Had 
the  diuretic  renewed,  and  ordered  warm  in- 

jections of  weak  flaxseed  tea. 
While  making  a  vaginal  examination  I 

ruptured  an  abscess  which  pointed  into  va- 
gina. This  gave  temporary  relief;  but,  in  a 

few  days,  was  called,  and  the  patient  felt  sure 
there  was  another  abscess  formed.  I  again 
examined,  and  found  it  pointing  into  vagina 
to  the  right  of  the  os  uteri.  By  firm  and 
Bteady  pressure  for  a  moment  I  had  the 
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pleasu  e  of  feeling  the  warm  pus  discharge, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  pain  had  greatly  di- 

minished. A  few  days  afterward  a  small  ab- 
scess opened  while  she  was  using  the  warm 

injection. 
The  symptoms  all  became  favorable  after 

this,  and  I  had  strong  hopes  that  I  could  dis- 
charge her  soon ;  but  no  sooner  had  all  the 

pelvic  organs  got  well  than  symptoms  of  trou- 
ble in  another  part  of  the  body  began  to  show 

themselves,  aud  on  November  13  I  was 
called  to  see  my  patient,  who  was  suffering 
with  pain  in  the  left  elbow  (I  began  to  think 
that,  perhaps,  after  we  would  get  around 
all  the  limbs,  and  most  of  the  internal  or- 

gans, we  might  have  a  brief  intermission)  ; 
aud,  finding  acute  inflammation  of  the  joint, 
directed  flannel  cloths,  using  hot  vinegar  and 
cayenne  pepper;  gave  internally: 

JJ.    Potass,  acetas.,  3 v. 
Vini  colchi,  r.,  f.iss. 
Aqiue,  f.^iiss. 

•    byr.  sim.,  f.-j.  M. 
Sig. —  i'easpoonml  four  times  a  day. 

Having  given  the  vinegar  and  pepper  a  fair 
trial  and  but  little  benefit  being  received, de- 

termined to  extend  the  forearm  and  try  ac 
issue,  which  I  did,  and  with  very  goo  a  results. 
December  1st,  1869.  The  elbow  about  well, 

but  a  new  point  is  assailed.  The  left  ovary 
became  so  painful  that  [  was  sent  for  on  Dec. 
15th,  1869  Found  the  patient  in  bed  and  suf- 

fering very  much,  and  there  was  great  ten- 
derness over  the  affected  organ.  Gave  the 

ammo,  bromide  in  syr.  and  mucilage,  gr.xx. 

to  the  f.^j.,  aud  applied  mustard  to  the  sur- 
face. Continued  for  a  few  days  and  acute 

symptoms  subsided,  when  I  gave  fluid  extract 
Phytolacca  gtt.iij.  to  x.  three  times  a  day,  one 
hour  after  meals,  and  externally  ung.  iodine. 

No  relief  after  ten  days'  trial,  aud  on  January 
7th  examined  uterus  by  the  speculum.  There 
being  slight  prolapsus  and  fundus  forced  to 
the  right  side,  1  had  some  difficulty  in  mak- 

ing a  satisfactory  examination  with  my  cylin- 
drical speculum.  Found  congestion  and  abra- 

sion of  os.  Treatment,  depletion  by  punctur- 
ing, followed  with  cool  injections.  The  ute- 

rus improved  rapidly  under  this  treatment, 
but  the  ovary  stood  still  and  continued  to  give 
more  or  less  pain.  For  two  months  the  treat- 

ment was  continued.  The  abrasion  cured  at 
end  of  six  weeks,  but  still  some  slight,  conges- 

tion and  prolapsus.  During  this  time  the  pa- 
tient could  not  lie  well  on  her  back,  and  not 

at  all  on  her  right  side. 
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March  11, 1870,  Dr.  Riggs  called  in  consul- 
tation. Diagnosis,  an  ovarian  tumor,  but  the 

class  or  kind  we  could  not  determine.  Gave 

R.    Potass,  iodid.,  sjij. 
Aqua;,  bul., 
Syr.  zingiber,  aa.  f 
Syr.  simp.,  f.gij.  M. 

Sig. — Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day  two 
hours  after  meals,  and  continue  the  ung. 
iodine. 

"We  were  obliged  to  discontinue  the  internal 
medicine,  the  stomach  becoming  deranged — 
and  substituted  the  bitter  and  acid  tonic  for- 

merly used.  The  symptoms  continued  un- 
changed up  to  A  pril  1st,  when  pain  began 

to  appear  in  left  hip,  and  on  the  4th  Dr.  Riggs 
and  I  met  again  and  found  acute  inflamma- 

tion of  hip  joint.  Counter-irritation  by  an 
js*ue  and  extension  was  adopted  and  imme- 

diately put  into  eff  ct.  Twenty-five  pourds 
were  attached  to  the  leg  and  an  issue  made 
over  the  joint  with  potass.  Kept  the  limb  ex- 

tended for  eighteen  days  when  the  pain  had 
gone,  and  after  using  the  crutches  three  weeks 
all  tenderness  had  disappeared,  and  there  h  is 
been  no  return  of  pain  in  either  hip  since. 

Left  off  tonic  and  resumed  the  Phytolacca. 
Continued  this  a  short  time,  only  until  I  was 
obliged  to  suspend  it  and  give  a  diuretic  lor  a 
few  days,  and  as  she  now  appeared  to  be 
about  as  comfortable,  as  could  be  ex- 

pected, considering  the  inconvenience  the  en- 
larged ovary  gave,  although  it  grew  but  very 

slowly,  I  left  off  treatment  of  all  kinds. 
June  8th,  1870,  fouud  the  left  mammary 

gland  enlarged  and  very  painful.  Gave 
R    Ferris  ul  ph., 

Quiniae  sulph.,  aa  grj 
Ami.  ̂ t.  potass,  tart.  gr.  1-1 0. 
Opii  pulv.,  gr.  |.  M. 

Fiat. — pil  No.  1 — one  three  times  a  day, 
and  applied  tine,  iodine  to  the  gland. 

Better  in  a  week  and  about  well  in  ten 
days  ;  continued  the  pills  for  three  weeks, 
when  the  patient  desired  to  stop  all  medicine, 
which  1  agreed  to. 

July  23d,  1870,  the  patient  was  very  much 
astonished  by  the  unusual  amount  of  urine — 
having  voided  about  9  pints  in  24  hours  of 
very  clear  and  oderless  urine,  s.  p.  10  01.  This 
continued  regularly  from  day  to  day,  averag- 

ing from  6  to  8  pin's  in  24  hours  until  the  last 
of  September,  and  there  being  no  unusual 
thirst,  dry  suppers  and  no  drink  of  any 
kind  during  the  evening  or  night.  Laxative 
diet,  and  occasionally  a  comp.  cath  pill,  con- 

stituted the  treatment. 
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During  this  time  a  few  small  calculi  were 
passed  at  two  different  times,  and  the  patient 
became  very  feeble,  but  still  could  be  up 
most  of  the  day.  The  flow  of  urine  did  not 
appear  to  affect  the  tumor  in  any  way,  and  its 
growth  continued  very  slow.  As  soon  as  the 
urine  decreased,  the  pain  in  the  back  became 
more  severe  and  finally  got  so  acute  that  she 
could  not  lie  at  all.  Applied 

R.    Tine,  iodine,  f^jss. 
01.  tiglii,  f.grj 

and  obtained  a  full  eruption  of  postules  ;  di- 
rected poultices  of  bread  and  milk,  and  gave 

chloral  hydrate  gr.  xv.  every  evening.  She 

soon  enjoyed  full  nights'  sleep. 
A  change  was  expected  and  as  usual  came. 

The  urine  scanty  and  passed  with  difficulty, 
having  often  to  wait  half  an  hour  or  more 
before  any  relief,  and  frequently  only  a  few 
drachms  passed  after  waiting.  At  different 
times  small  calculi,  composed  mostly  of  lime^ 
were  passed.  Soft  water,  alkalies,  acids,  teas 
and  tonics  all  failed,  and  as  all  the  symptoms 
indicated  stone,  on  December  14th,  1870,  care- 

fully sounded  the  bladder,  but  found  no  stone. 
The  posterior  well  was  very  rough  and  corru- 

gated and  extremely  sensitive.  Having  dilat- 
ed the  urethra,  1  directed  injections  of  warm 

flaxseed  tea  to  be  thrown  into  the  bladder, 
and  gave 

R.   Fl.ext.  belladonna,  f.izj. 
Aquse  cinnamo.,  f|fs§. 

Syr.  zingiber,  f.'^iss. Fl.  ext.  taraxaci,  f-o'J- 
Sig. — Teaspoonful  4  times  a  day.  M. 

I  was  not  a  little  rejoiced  when  I  next  heard 
from  her  that  she  was  much  better,  and  when 
I  visited  her  a  few  days  after,  I  found  her 
entirely  free  from  pain  in  the  bladder  and 
having  but  little  difficulty  with  the  urine.  By 
continuing  the  treatment  for  a  short  time  the 
cure  was  complete. 
From  this  to  the  24th  of  February,  1871, 

she  got  along  quite  comfortably  (except  the 
inconvenience  of  the  tumor),  when  I  was 
called  to  see  her,  and  found  her  suffering 
with  congestion  of  kidneys.  Applied  hot 
salt  to  the  back,  and  gave  a  mild  diuretic, 
and,  by  continuing  this  treatment  for  a  day  or 
two,  the  leading  symptoms  were  relieved. 
Continued  internal  medicine  a  short  time,  and 

the  cure  was  perfect — at  least  there  has  been 
no  return  since. 
Now  came  a  new  trouble,  viz. :  pruritus 

vulva),  for  which  I  gave  various  washes — 
soda  subcarb.,  soda  sulphite,  cider  vinegar, 
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etc.,  with  ung.  zinci  aud  ung.  spermaceti, 
and  then  the  two  combined.  I  finally  hit  on 
two  simple  things— cold,  sour  buttermilk  as 
a  wash,  and,  internally,  elix.  ferri  pyrophos. 

R.    Glycerine.  31J. 
Acid  tannic,  gr.xx.  M. 

Sig. — Apply  after  washing  with  buttermilk. 
This  gave  almost  immediate  relief,  and  it 

was  not  long  uatil  she  was  entirely  relieved. 
At  times,  for  the  last  seven  months,  the 

patient  described  a  sensation  that  gave  great 
desire  to  pass  something  from  the  uterus,  and 
sometimes  was  fearful  that  something  might 
come  from  her  suddenly  and  destroy  life. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  1871,  a  discharge  from 
the  uterus  began — and  was  very  profuse  for 
one  week— of  a  dark,  unhealthy  color,  and  a 
very  offensive  odor.  This  ceased  on  the  10th 
of  April,  and  returned  on  the  20th,  and  was 
more  profuse  than  before.  After  continuing 
for  two  weeks,  the  discharge  became  bloody, 
and  the  solid  parts  were  not  diminished. 
Warm  injections  were  used  to  keep  the  dis- 

charge free.  The  bloody  discharge  continued 
two  weeks,  and  the  solid  particles  continued 
for  one  week  more,  making  in  all  five  weeks. 

After  the  discharge  ceased,  the  great  quan- 
tity of  urine  returned.  She  continued  to  void 

about  a  gallon  in  24  hours  for  a  week,  and 
now,  June  1st,  1871,  she  is  complaining  of 
incontinency  of  urine.  I  have  directed  a  re- 

newal of  fl.  ext.  belladonna,  etc.,  and  injections 
of  flaxseed  tea  ( weak)  into  the  bladder.  Since 
the  discharge  from  the  uterus  the  tumor  is 
much  smaller,  but  the  paia  in  the  back  con- 

tinues the  same  as  before,  and  during  the  dis- 
charge she  complained  very  much  of  pain  in 

front  and  inner  part  of  left  thjgh,  which  is 
not  relieved  since  the  cessation  of  the  dis- 

charge. D  iring  the  five  week*  the  uterus 
was  throwing  off  this  producti  n  [  collected 
four  different  specimens  of  it.  The  finst  was 
examined  by  Dr.  E.  Ferguson  aud  myself, 
and  being  uuable  to  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  the 
nature  of  it,  I  determined  to  send  tLe  next 
to  my  gentlemanly  friend,  Dr.  J.  C.  Snively, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  for  examination,  and  I 
here  give  the  result  of  the  examination  by 
himself  and  others : 

June  26. 1871. 
Dr.  Coleman —Dear  Sir:  I  examined  the 

two  specimens  of  urine  aud  also  the  vaginal 
discharge,  and  then  referred  them  to  others 
more  expert  than  myself  in  the  use  of  the 
microscope,  viz. : 

Dr.  Segur,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Dr.  E.  S. 

DunsTer,  Professor  of  diseases  of  women,  in 
L.  I.  C.  hospital. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  urine  abnormal,  and 
as  to  the  vaginal  discharge,  I  cannot  do  better 
than  quote  Dr.  Dunster's  report,  as  our 
united  judgement. 

"  The  pieces  of  the  specimen  are  all  alike, 
and  consist  exclusively  of  large  flakes  of  pave- 

ment epithelium  exfoliated  from  the  vagina. 
They  have  no  connection  with  the  uterus, 
nor  with  the  abcess  from  cellulitis  to  which 
you  refer,  unless  the  latter  may  have  set  up  a 
subinflaramatory  condition  of  the  vagina  in- 

ducing the  exfoliation." Very  truly  yours, 
J.  C.  Snively. 

The  symptoms  of  incontinency  of  urine 
soon  subsided  by  use  of  the  belladonna. 
On  the  14th  inst.  called  and  found  her 

suffering  much  pain  in  left  side  and  extending 
down  front  of  the  left  thigh,  accompanied  with 

"bearing  down  pains,"  and  a  sensation  as 
though  something  must  pass  from  the  uterus. 
That  evening  a  discharge  of  pure  blood  came, 

in  every  way  resembling  the  menses — and  the 
15th  there  was  a  mixture  of  blood  and  solid 
material.  This  continued  for  three  days,  since 
which  time  there  have  been  a  few  shreds  of 
membrane  similar  to  those  sent  to  Dr. 
Snively.  The  patient,  since  the  21st,  has 
been  taking 

R.    Tinct.  gentian, 
Acid  nit.  muriat,  f.gj. 
Syr.  zingiber,  f.lj. 
Aqncefont,  f-5ij*s.  M. 

Sig. — Teaspoon  ful  before  meals. 
And  for  some  time  previous,  and  at  present, 

is  using  chloral  hydrate  in  doses  from  gr.  v  to 
xx,  to  relieve  pain  and  produce  sleep. 
The  discharge  of  June  15th  contains  very 

little  of  the  membrane,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  detect,  and  I  send  a  specimen  with 
this  to  editors  of  the  Reporter  ;  also  one  to 

Dr.  Snively,  and  will  continue  the  examina- 
tion myself. 

[Having  submitted  the  specimen  to  that 
able  mieroscopist,  Dr.  J.  G.  Richardson, 
the  editors  of  the  Reporter  received  from 
him  the  following  communication  :] 

Philadelphia,  July  29, 1871, ) 
No.  1620  Chestnut  Street,  j 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
From  prolonged  maceration  in  alcohol  the 

specimens  forwarded  by  Dr.  Coleman  have 
become  very  granular,  and  considerable  alter- 

ation appears  to  have  occurred  in  the  compo- 
nent cellular  elements. 

Portions  cut  from  one  of  the  lighter  colored 
masses,  stated  to  have  been  passed  in  April, 
are  seen  under  a  power  of  200  to  be  composed 
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ers from  the  vagina.  Further  amplifications 

disclose  no  pus  or  red  blood  corpuscles,  myce- 
lial threads,  nor  well  defined  specimens  of  the 

same. 
Thin  sutures  of  the  reddish  substance  ex 

hibit  numerous  granular  (but  probably  not 
fatty)  round  and  oval  cells,  varying  from 
1-3000  to  1-2000  of  an  inch  in  diameter  (occa- 

sionally furnished  with  nuclei  about  1-4500  of 
an  inch  across)  and  seemingly  held  together 
by  a  very  small  amount  of  delicate  struma  not 
dearly  displaying,  when  penciled  out,  any 
large  alveoli.  One  small  area  of  this  reddish 
material  appeared  to  be  covered  with  uterine 
epithelium,  the  outer  layer  of  which  presented 
the  aspect  of  having  possessed  cilia,  but  so 
great  were  the  changes  already  referred  to  that 
even  with  a  power  of  2;300  diameters,  T  could 
not  be  sure  either  that  such  was  the  fact,  or 
that  the  germinal-tissue-like  structure  was 
attached  to  and  had  existed  in  contact  with 
the  uterine  mucous  membrane  during  life. 

As  you  will  see  by  reference  to  my  Hand- 
book of  Medical  Microscopy,  p  305, 1  do  not 

consider  that  any  microscopist  would  be 
auth  rized  to  express  a  positive  opinion  in 
regard  to  diagnosis  or  treatment  without  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  history,  general  symptoms, 
etc.,  of  the  case. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  etc., 
Jos  G.  Richardson. 

[Under  date  of  November  10,  1871,  Dr. 
Coleman  continues] : 

As  the  discharge  continued,  the  red  mate- 
rial became  more  and  more  abundant,  and  the 

white  less;  and  at  times  the  red  became  al- 
most a  deep  brown,  and  passed  in  quite  large 

quantities,  in  pieces  from  the  size  of  a  large 
pea  to  that  of  an  ordinary  hickory  nut,  and 
had  an  offensive  odor. 

The  os  uteri  kept  flabby  and  slightly  dila- 
ted. The  patient  continued  to  use  vaginal 

injections  ot  cold  water,  and  the  discharge 
was  maintained  to  about  to  July  1,  1871,  but 
at  times  was  very  scanty ;  and,  even  after  this 
date,  there  were  slight  appearances  of  a  re- 

turn, but  these  only  lasted  a  few  hours.  Dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  discharge  the  tumor  grew 

gradually  less,  and  after  the  cessation  it  re- 
quired a  car.  ful  examination  to  detect  and  de- 

termine its  dimensions,and  the  pain  and  tender- 
ness had  almost  entirely  disappeared.  She  com- 

plained of  more  or  less  pain  in  the  pelvic  organs, 
and  at  times  of  incontinence  of  urine,  and  the 
uterus  remained  somewhat  prolapsed; but  the 
great  difficulty  was  wholly  of  a  mental  char- 

acter, which  she  had  been  keeping  a  secret, 
and  she  only  revealed  it  to  me  on  promise 
that  1  would  not  make  it  known,  not  even  to 
her  own  mother.   The  delusion  was,  she  was 

fully  convinced  that  she  would  die  soon  and  very 
suddenly,  and  that  after  death  she  would  be 
eternally  punished.  Prescribed  hydrate  of 
chloral,  gr.  xii.  to  xv.,  to  be  taken  every 
evening,  and  recommended  out  door  exercise. 
As  I  had  no  liberty  to  inform  her  minister, 
although  he  visited  her  frequently,  I  was 
obliged  to  spend  much  time,  when  I  visited 
her,  in  explaining  Scripture,  and  other  re- 

ligious exercises. 

On  a  former  occasion,  by  acting  in  the  dou- 
ble capacity  of  physician  and  minister,  I  had 

been  able  to  dispel  her  fears  in  regard  to  her 
future  happiness,  but  this  second  attack  was 
tenfold  worse  than  the  first,  and  it  was  only 
after  I  had  almost  given  up  all  hope  of  suc- 

cess, and  had  secured  her  consent  to  make  the 
matter  known,  she  received  comfort  and  con- 

solation for  her  spiritual  wants.  But  death  still 
seemed  near;  and,  when  assured  that  she  was 

not  in  the  slightest  danger,  she  replied :  "  You 
have  now  cured  my  spiritual  wants,  and  you  can 

cure  my  physical  pains  and  aches,  if  you  will." 
The  way  seemed  clear  now,  and  I  directed  the 
chloral  to  be  gradually  withdrawn,  and  order- 

ed the  bitter  and  acid  tonic,  which  had  form- 
erly  been  used  with  such  good  results.  The 
digestion  improved,  but  complained  more  of 
the  incontinence  of  urine. 

July  24  gave  bitter  tonic  and  syrup,  com- 
bined with  fl.  ext.  taraxacum  and  fl.  ext.  bella- 

donna, and,  the  uterus  being  still  prolapsed, 
introduced  a  gutta  percha  globe  pessary,  and 
strongly  urged  out  door  exercise  and  company. 
^Neither  the  medicine  nor  the  instrument  sat- 

isfied the  mind,  and  11  die  she  would,"  unless  I 
did  something  more,  and,  to  satisfy  her  mind, 
I  prepared,  on  July  29  : 

R.    Tinct.  gentian,  cit.,  f-3>lj« 
Acid,  sulph.  aromat.,  f.gj. 
Syr.  zingiber,  f.^v. 
Aqure,  f.giij,  M. 

Sig — Teaspoonful  after  each  meal. 
Also  directed  her  to  use  a  seidlitz  powder 

occasionally,  and  continued  to  urge  out  door 
exercise  and  more  company. 

But  the  mind  refused  to  let  the  body  act  or 
to  be  diverted  by  any  argument.  The  loss  of 
sleep  from  mental  anxiety,  the  confinement 
and  constant  sitting,  kept  the  nutrient  system 
much  deranged  and  caused  considerable  pain 
in  the  back  and  hips  ;  ordered  counter  irrita- 

tion and  stimulating  hip-baths,  and  continued 
same  medicine  up  to  August  12th.  When  I 
visited  the  patient,  found  the  digestion  im* 
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proved,  mind  same,  and  the  back  more  tender 
and  painful ;  also  complained  of  the  urinary 
trouble ;  gave  ammo,  bromide  gr.  xv.  in  syr. 
and  water,  at  bed  time,  and 

R.   Tinct.  iodine,  f  ̂xiv. 
Oleum  tiglii,  f-3ij.  M. 

Sig. — Shake  well  and  apply  to  back  until 
sore. 

August  17th  called  and  found  her  worse 
mentally,  but  digestive  organs  improved  ;  had 
slept  better,  and  urine  but  litt1  e  troubled,  but 
complained  of  great  pain  and  tenderness  in 
lower  portion  of  the  back,  particularly  in  the 
coccyx,  which  could  be  attributed  to  a  want 
of  exercise  and  constant  sitting.  Gave 

R.    Ferri  et.  quiniae  cit.,  gj. 
Aquae  bul.,  f.Jfj. 
Alcohol  dil., 
Syr.  simpiic,  aa     f.  ̂ ss.  M. 

Sig. — Teaspoon ful  three  times  a  day,  one 
hour  after  meals,  and  hydrate  chlor.  in- 

stead of  ammonia  bromide, 

and  advised  consultation  ;  but  received  "  you 
have  cured  others  and  you  can  cure  me  if  you 

will." 
Finding  it  impossible  to  induce  her  to  go 

visiting,  receive  company  and  be  cheerful  at 
home,  and  as  the  appetite  began  to  fail  and 
the  sleep  was  much  disturbed,  I  concluded 
to  try  the  virtue  of  a  seton,  and  accordingly, 
on  the  26th,  I  introduced  a  small  one,  a  short 
distance  above  the  point  of  tenderness,  and 

gave 
R.   Tinct.  cardimom,  c, 

Aquae  distil.,  aa.f.^ss. 
Elix.  valerian,  ammo.,  f 
Syr.  zingiber,  f.Jj.  M. 

Sig. — Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day  after meals. 

The  seton  failed  to  produce  the  desired 
amount  of  counter  irritation,  and  was  removed 
September  9th,  with  no  apparent  improve- 
ment. 

Since  all  my  efforts  to  divert  the  mind  had 
proved  futile,  and  there  was  no  disease  ex- 

cept general  debility— results  of  continued 
Buffering,  mental  anxiety  and  want  of  proper 
exercise  latterly — and  considerable  prolapsus 
uteri,  with  complete  monomania  in  regard  to 
my  willingness  to  assist  in  her  recovery,  I 
first  resolved  to  do  nothing  more  ;  but  an  inti- 

mation of  this  only  went  further  to  confirm 
the  monomania,  and  I  concluded  to  give  : 

R.    Tinct.  columbo, 
Tinct.  gentian  comp.,  aaf.  spj. 
Syr.  zingiber,  f  %m 
Aqua?  distil.,  f.  ̂ iij-  M. 

Sig — Teaspoonful  before  each  meal. 

September  13th,  by  advice,  Dr.  Ferguson, 
of  Latrobe,  Pa.,  recommended  the  wet  pack, 
but  no  advantage  has  been  gained  from  it. 

CASES  IN  TOXICOLOGY. 

By  F.  K.  Bailey,  M.  I)., 

Of  Ktioxville,  Tenn. 

I.— NITRATE  OF  POTASH. 

Many  years  ago  I  was  called,  upon  a  Sunday 
morning  in  July,  to  visit  G.  B.,  aet.  about  24 ; 
native  of  North  Ireland ;  strong  and  healthy, 
weighing  150 lbs.  or  more  ;  full,  sanguine  tem- 

perament; red  hair,  etc.  He  was  a  laborer,  em- 
ployed by  a  respectable  farmer  one  and  a  half 

mile  from  my  residence.  On  my  arrival,  I 
found  the  young  man  in  great  distress,  and 
learned  the  following  facts  :  Not  feeling  very 
well  when  he  arose  in  the  morning,  and  as  it 
was  a  day  of  rest,  thinking  best  to  improve 
his  time  in  medication,  he  asked  the  lady  of 
the  bouse  for  a  dose  of  salts.  She  inquired 

how  much  he  usually  took,  and  he  said  "  about 
half  a  teacupful."  Going  to  the  family  medi- 

cine chest,  she  took  from  a  paper  what  she  sup- 
posed was  epsom  salts,  and  dissolved  it  in  a 

bowl  of  warm  water.  This  dose  he  drank 
down  at  once,  but  immediately  began  to  feel 
terribly  sick.  Soon  after,  vomiting  occurred, 
which  was  followed  up  until  my  arrival.  On 
examination  of  the  package  from  which  the 
salts  were  taken,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
taken  but  little  less  than  four  ounces  of  salt- 

petre. 
When  I  first  saw  him,  he  was  suffering  in- 

tense burning  pain  in  the  stomach  and  ab- 
dominal region.  The  pulse  was  small  and 

wiry,  feet  and  hands  ice  cold,  but  the  head 
exceedingly  hot.  Nausea,  but  without  vomit- 

ing, continued.  The  stomach  appeared  to  be 
empty,  or  nearly  so,  and  the  salt,  which  had 
not  been  rejected,  probably  had  passed  to  the 
duodenum.  I  at  once  gave  demulcent  drinks, 
and  applied  sinapisms  to  the  extremities  and 
the  pit  of  the  stomach.  Reaction  came  up  in 
a  few  hours,  when  it  seemed  as  if  the  sufferer 
was  in  a  furnace.  The  pulse  became  full  and 
bounding,  the  eyes  congested,  the  face  red 
and  burning  hot,  and  a  raving  delirium  set  in 
before  dark. 
At  this  juncture  I  opened  a  vein  at  the 

bend  of  the  arm,  and  allowed  the  blopd  to  flow 
from  a  large  orifice,  till  the  pulse  yielded.  In 
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a  few  hours  collapse  succeeded,  and  the  pulse 
was  scarcely  perceptible. 

For  some  time  it  was  thought  he  must  die, 
but,  by  giving  diffusible  stimulants,  reaction 
came  up  gradually,  and  a  second  exacerbation 
of  excitement  occurred,  nearly  equal  to  the 
first.  A  second  bleeding  was  not  resorted  to, 
but  opiates  were  freely  given,  together  with 
casior  oil.  On  Tuesday  the  bowels  began  to 
move  freely,  and  at  night  collapse  recu  red 
to  a  more  fearful  degree  than  before. 

He  became  insensible  to  surrounding  ob- 
j(  cts,  and  for  some  hours  nearly  pulseless. 

Stimulants  were  given  car  fully,  and  the 
ca-e  closely  watched.  All  hopes  of  his  re- 
co\  ery  were  abandoned  till  sometime  on  YY  ■■ 
ne.-day,  when  reaction  returned.  From  this, 
feGTJvaiesence  commenced,  out  it  was  two  or 
three  months  before  there  was  a  complete  re- 

storation to  health. 
The  above  is  the  only  case  of  the  kind  that 

has  <  ceurred  under  my  notice.  Taylor,  in 
his  work  on  "  Poisons,"  gives  ten  cases.  The 
fi< st  took  |j,  and  died  iu  three  hours.  There 
Was  nausea,  vomiting  and  purging ;  burning 
andseverepainat  the  pit  of  the  stomach;  pulse 
weak  and  limbs  cold.  Post-mortem:  stomach 
highly  inflamed,  and  membrane  detached. 
The  second  died  in  60  hours, gjss,  taken  ;  small 
perforation  found  in  the  stomach. 

Third— ^jss  taken  in  mistake  for  salts. 
Severe  pain  in  the  abdomen,  with  violent 
vomiting,  but  no  purging.  Died  in  two  hours. 
B'oody  mucus  in  the  stomach. 
Fourth— Two  men  took  each  £j  of  nitre  by 

mistake  for  sulphate  soda.  Almost  imme- 
diately experienced  sense  of  coldness  in  the 

spine,  trembling  of  the  limbs  with  vomiting 
and  purging. 
Fifth— Caused  death  in  36  hours. 
Sixth — A  man  of  sixty  took  gx,  purging and  death  in  five  hours. 
Seventh— Female  of  28,  took  in  two  doses, 

in  two  days,  about  gj  ;  severe  burning  in  the 
stomach,  violent  vomiting  after  second  one. 
Recovered. 

1-  iL'hth  -  Gillard  met  with  a  case  where  a 
man  recovered  after  taking  mistaken  for 
sal.  magnesia.  In  five  minutes  had  burning 
pain  iu  the  stomach,  with  nausea.  Took 
mustard  and  recovered. 
Ninth— A  man  of  30  took  twelve  doses  all 

at  once  ;  amount  not  stated.  Soon  collapsed 
as  in  cholera.    Ultimately  recovered,  but  suf- 

fered from  derangement  of  digestion  and  uri- 
nary organs. 

Tenth— A  woman  took  §j  in  two  cups  of 
water.  Immediately  vomited,  which  condi- 

tion became  constant ;  abdomen  swelled  ;  un- 
able to  move  for  a  week,  and  then  suffered 

from  purging  and  griping,  and  bloody  stools. 

Recovered,  but  was 'weak  for  a  long  time. 
Of  the  ten  cases  above  cited,  six  died.  In 

those  that  recovered,  the  salt  appears  to  have 
been  thrown  from  the  stomach  very  s<  >n 
the  smaller  doses  were  more  fatal.    As  in 
some  other  more  deadly  poisons,  a  large  dose 
is  more  apt  to  be  rejected,  and.  consequently, 

1  life  saved.    In  my  owu  case,  it  is  probable 
|  that  most  of  the  whole  was  at  once  rejected. 
The  violent  symptoms  were  caused  by  effects 
produced  upon  the  nervous  centers,  rather 

|  til  an  those  of  a  local  character,    The  alter- 
:  nate  elevai  ion  of  vitality  and  sinking  proved 
!  that  view  to  be  correct,  as  inflammation  did 
I  not  set  in  to  any  great  extent ;  were  that  the 
!  case,  the  case  would  have  been  more  protrac- 
ted. 

Prof.  Wm  Tully  says  that  nit.  potash  is 
the  purest  and  perhaps  the  most  powerful  an- 

tiphlogistic in  the  materia  medica.  "  It  pro- 
duces a  determination  from  the  skin  to  the 

inrernal  viscera."  This  will  account  for  the 
coldness  of  the  extremities  and  the  surface, 
and  the  burning  heat  and  pain,  after  an  inor- 

dinate dose  of  the  substance  in  question. 

II.— OIL  OF  CEDAR. 

In  the  winter  of  1839  and  1840  the  follow- 
ing case  came  under  my  notice  and  care. 

Miss  C,  a  strong,  healthy  girl,  bilious  nervous 
temperament,  set.  15  years.  About  to  retire 
for  the  night  she  went  to  the  pantry,  and, 
taking  down  a  vial  containing  the  oil  of  cedar, 

said  in  the  hearing  of  her  mother,  "  They  say 
we  must  take  a  drop  for  every  year,  and  I  will 

add  one  extra,"  making  sixteen  drops  in  all. 
On  swallowing  the  dose  she  stepped  out  and 
fell  prostrate  upon  the  kitchen  floor,  as  if 
dead.  I  was  immediately  sent  for,  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  distant,  and  on  my  arrival  she  was 
still  lying  upon  the  floor  in  a  state  of  clonic 
spasms  ;  not  a  muscle  moved. 

She  was  at  once  placed  in  bed  and  I  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  administer  a  quantity  of 

castor  oil.  The  jaws  being  firmly  closed  it 
was  necessary  to  force  them  open  by  means 
of  a  strong  tablespoon  placed  between  the 
teeth,  and  the  oil  was  poured  into  it  so  that 
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it  might  run  down  the  throat  slowly.  In  a 
few  minutes  vomiting  occurred,  when  the  of- 

fensive substaoce  was  rejected,  filling  the 
room  with  its  odor.  Upon  this  the  clonic 
spasm  yielded,  and  epileptiform  convulsions 
followed,  wbich  continued  at  short  iutervals 
for  some  hours.  For  nearly  a  month  the  young 
lady  continued  in  a  condition  like  that  of  irri- 

tative fever,  and  for  six  months  she  suffered 
from  a  bronchial  cough. 

The  stomach  was  in  a  week,  irritable  state 
for  a  long  time,  and  perfect  health  was  not 
restored  for  more  than  a  year.  The  object  in 
taking  the  oil,  I  did  not  ascertain,  but  it  might 
have  been  from  some  fancied  notion  that  it 

was  good  for  menstrual  irregularities.  The 
essential  oils  are  seldom  used  in  such  quan- 

tities as  to  cause  poisonous  effects,  unless  by 
accident,  or  in  attempts  to  produce  abortion. 

There  was  no  reason  to  suspect  the  latter 
motive  in  this  case,  and  it  was  taken  in  ig- 

norance of  its  effect  in  such  a  quantity.  The 
variety  was  the  white  cedar — cupressus  thy- 
oides 

This  girl  married  t  twenty,  and  died  in  her 
first  confinement  from  placenta  prsevia. 

More  frequent  mention  appears  to  be  made 
of  the  oil  of  red  cedar  — juoiperus  virgiriiana — 
both  as  medicine,  as  well  as  poison,  by  the 
writers.  Both  are  acrid  poisons,  or  act 
locally  upon  the  stomach,  and  through  ihe 
nervous  system,  upon  the  brain. 

III.  -  SULPHATE  MORPHINE. 

About  the  year  1850,  while  riding  in  the 
couutry,  I  was  called  in  at  a  house  I  was 
passing,  and  found  a  man  set.  60  or  mi  re, 
who  had  a  few  minutes  previously  swallowed 
about  half  the  contents  of  a  dram  bottle  of 
morphine.  He  was  sitting  in  a  chair,  with  his 
elbows  resting  upon  his  knees,  and  his  face  in 
his  hands. 

He  was  vomiting  freely,  and  the  whole  sur- 
face was  we'  with  profuse  clammy  sweat.  He 

had  taken  nothing  but  some  vinegar,  which 
his  daughter  gave  him  immediately  after  swal- 

lowing the  drug.  Considering  that  danger  of 
death  had  passed,  I  gave  him  nothing  but 
stimulants,  and  in  a  few  days  he  was  about  the 
house. 

The  man  had  been  an  opium  eater  for  many 
years,  and  consequently  tolerant  of  a  large 
quantity.  Becoming  tired  of  such  a  wretched 
life,  he  decided  to  cut  it  short  as  above  re- 
lated. 

In  regard  to  the  antidotal  effects  of  bella- 
donna in  opium  poisoning,  I  have  had  no 

personal  experience,  but  from  the  reports 
occasionally  made  by  others,  we  must  con- 

clude that  the  question  is  settled.  Dr.  M.  M. 
Alexander,  of  this  city,  read  a  short  paper 
some  months  since  at  a  meeting  of  the  East 
Tennessee  Medical  Society ,  in  which  he  related 
a  case  where  an  infant  child  had  taken  suffi- 

cient laudanum  to  produce  deep  narcotism. 
When  ca  led,  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  for 
the  poison  to  pass  out  of  the  stomach,  and 
accordingly  belladonna  was  given  in  doses  so 
as  to  cause  its  constitutional  effects,  and  re- 

covery followed. 

CAUTION  IN  THE  USE  OF  CHLORAL 
HYDRATE. 

By  I.  A.  Watson,  M.  D. 
Of  Grovetoa,  N.  H. 

Since  the  introduction  of  chloral  hydrate  into 
the  practice  of  medicine  it  has  rapidly  grown 
in  favor  with  the  majority  of  the  medical  pro- 

fession, until  it  has  come  into  almost  universal 
use,  unexampled,  in  the  short  time  that  it  has 
been  known,  in  the  history  of  medicine,  not 
wholly  from  its  meeting  the  expectations  of 
the  practitioner  in  every  case,  but  because  it 
generally  gives  good  satisfaction,  and  because 
of  the  readiness  of  the  profession  to  grasp  at 
any  new  drug  that  bore  promise  of  so  much 
worth  as  d,d  this  one,  from  a  report  of  the 
best  side  of  the  question.  Probably  not  im- 

partially has  it  been  considered  and  reported 
upon,  and  not  with  unbiased  pen  has  its  real 
value  been  discussed  in  the  medical  literature 
of  the  day,  for  even  an  enlightened  profession 
cling  to  that  seemingly  inherent  element  in 
man,  of  putting  the  best  side  out ;  hence  it  is 
that  its  real  value  is  over  estimated,  and  this 
fact  is  beginning  to  dawn  upon  the  profession 
in  relation  to  hydrate  of  chloral. 

The  bright  side  is  lauded,  while  but  little  is 
said  of  the  other,  and  the  disappointments, 
and  failings,  and  mishaps  in  the  use  of  the 
drug,  have  remained,  in  a  great  degree,  be- 

hind the  curtain  of  silence. 
It  has  not  fully  met  the  expectations  of 

medical  men,  and  it  is  now  settling  into  its 
proper  place  among  therapeutical  agents.  As 
a  hypnotic  and  anodyne  it  stands  second  only 
to  opium.  From  the  fact  that  it  may  be  given 
in  cases  where  idiosyncrasy  will  not  admit  of 

an  opiate  *,  that  the  patient  does  not  acquire 
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a  habit  for  it ;  that  it  does  not  constipate  or 
disturb  the  secretions,  and  that  sleep  pro- 

duced by  it  resembles  natural  sleep,  makes  it 
a  valuable  addition  to  the  materia  medica.  On 
the  other  hand,  its  uncertainty  of  action, 
through  which  results  change,  is  alone  suffi- 

cient to  keep  the  practitioner  on  his  guard. 
Perhaps  I  cannot  better  illustrate  than  in  the 
following  case : 

A  few  days  since,  December  31,  Miss  S.  H. 
R.  called  at  my  office  to  have  a  tooth  extract- 

ed, and,  wishing  to  take  an  anaesthetic,  I  gave 
her  a  small  quantity  of  sulph.  ether,  and 
easily  removed  the  tooth.  The  next  morn- 

ing, January  1, 1  was  called  to  see  her,  and 
found  her  suffering  from  facial  neuralgia.  I 
prescribed  the  usual  remedies  in  such  a  case. 
I  also  gave  her  ten  grains  hydrate  of  chloral, 
and  in  about  thirty  minutes  gave  her  a  second 
dose  of  the  same  size.  This  gave  her  ease, 
and  I  left  ten  grains  more  (prepared),  to  be 
given  in  the  afternoon,  if  the  pain  was  severe, 
and,  if  relief  was  not  obtained  from  that, 
to  be  followed  by  a  morphine  powder,  prom- 

ising to  call  in  the  evening.  In  evening 
found  her  suffering  terribly,  though  she  had 
taken  the  chloral  and  morphine  powder,  the 
neuralgia  involving  nearly  all  the  nerves  of 
the  face,  and  occasionally  extending  to  the 
pleura.  Gave,  in  conjunction  with  external 
applications,  sinapisms,  counterirritants,  etc., 
twenty  grains  chloral  hyrat.  (in  ten  gr.  doses) 
followed  by  a  morphine  powder. 

This  ag^in  gave  her  rest.  Next  morning, 
January  2d,  found  pain  still  severe.  Again 
gave  two  ten-grain  doses  of  chloral,  which 
gave  her  ea^e  for  a  short  time.  Left  ten 
grains  (prepared)  to  be  given  in  the  afternoon, 
and  if  that  did  not  give  relief  in  half  an  hour, 
to  be  followed  by  a  morphine  powder. 
During  the  afternoon  I  had  occasion  to  visit 
a  patient  a  few  miles  out  of  the  village,  and 
returning  about  three  o'clock,  was  immedi- 

ately called  to  the  house  of  this  patient,  and 
upon  arriving  there  found  a  neighboring 
practitioner  (who  chanced  to  be  in  town  that 
P.  M.)  at  work  over  her  with  several  assistants, 
giving  stimulants,  applying  cloths  wrung  in 
hot  water  to  the  extremities,  using  friction, 
etc.,  etc.,  with  patient  unconscious.  I  learned 
that  about  two  o'clock  she  had  taken  the 
chloral  that  T  left  (10  grs.),  and  that  in  a  short 
time  she  began  to  "  grow  numb  in  the  hands 
and  feet,"  which  rapidly  extended  until  she 
became  unconscious.   In  this  state  the  respi- 

ration became  very  feeble  and  seemingly 
suspended  at  times,  the  extremities  cold,  and 
the  pulse  reduced  and  feeble.  Strong  am- 

monia held  to  the  nose  made  no  impression 
upon  her,  but  with  the  severest  efforts  we 
could  occasionally  make  her  open  her  eyes 
and  take  one  or  two  long  breaths.  She  re- 

mained in  this  condition  over  two  hours,  and 
I  believe  it  was  only  our  constant  exertions 
that  saved  her  life.  For  several  hours  after 

we  got  her  out  of  this  condition,  she  mani- 
fested a  strong  inclination  to  sleep.  Hysteria 

developed  itself  during  the  night,  though  she 
is  not  subject  to  it,  and  lasted  two  or  three 
days,  during  which  she  went  into  hysterical 
coma  several  times.  Though  her  nervous 
system  was  considerably  prostrated,  she  made 
a  rapid  convalescence,  and  since  the  last  dose 
of  chloral  has  had  no  neuralgia. 

Now,  the  question  arises,  what  was  the 
cause  of  this  small  dose  producing  an  almost 
fatal  anaesthesia,  while  several  times  before 
she  had  taken  double  that  amount  without 
even  obtaining  sleep  ?  It  is  evident  that  some 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  system  in  the 
space  of  a  very  few  hours,  that  produced  an 
increased  susceptibility  to  the  action  of  this 
drug.  I  have  observed  in  other  patients  that 
fifteen  grains  would  produce  an  effect  that  at 
other  times  would  require  nearly  double  that 
amount,  and  vice  versa.  The  only  theory  upon 
which  I  can  account  for  the  uncertainty  of  the 
effects  from  a  specific  dose,  is  due  to  the 
different  degrees  of  alkalinity  of  the  secretions 
of  the  stomach,  blood,  etc.  The  action  of 
the  chloral  hydrate  is  from  the  evolution  of 
chloroform  in  the  blood,  and  as  this  is  due  to 

its  (theblood's)  alkaline  reaction,  it  takes  place 
with  a  rapidity  in  exact  proportion  to  the  de- 

gree of  alkalinity  that  the  blood  possesses  at 
the  time  the  drug  enters  the  circulation. 

Hence,  with  an  acid  stomach,  and  the  alka- 
line reaction  of  the  blood  very  feeble, a  drachm 

or  even  more  might  be  given  without  any  bad 
effects,  while  in  the  same  person,  under  differ- 

ent circumstances,  with  blood  strongly  alka- 
line, a  much  smaller  dose  might  prove  fatal. 

The  inhalation  of  chloroform  is  comparatively 
free  from  danger,  only  one  fatal  case  occurring 
in  several  thousand,  but  that  is  sufficient  to 
keep  the  profession  on  their  guard  in  its  ad- 

ministration. Probably  hydrate  of  chloral  is 
also  comparatively  free  from  danger,  but  the 
fact  that  its  effects  are  sometimes  bad,  that  it 
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has  in  a  few  cases  proved  fatal,  and  that  its 
action  depends  upon  certain  conditions  as 
above  stated,  is  sufficient  to  put  every  careful 
practitioner  upon  his  guard.  I  believe  it 
should  always  be  given  in  small  doses  (from 
five  to  ten  grs.)  which  may  be  repeated  in 
twenty  or  thirty  minutes  if  necessary.  I  have 
observed  in  some  cases  where  its  action  is 
slow,  that  it  may  be  expedited  by  giving 
alkaline  drinks,  which  fact  goes  to  prove 
that  its  action  is  as  above  stated. 

"When  the  profession  will  view  this  agent 
in  its  proper  light,  and  not  be  influenced 
through  anticipations  and  expectations  to 
consider  the  best  side  only,  and  that,  too,  in 
a  hyper  aesthetic  sense,  its  true  merit  will  be  ap- 

parent, and  the  indications  requiring  it  will 
be  known  as  positively  as  that  of  any  drug  in 
the  catalogue  of  medicinal  agents;  and  to 
discriminate  in  those  cases  in  which  it  is  pre- 

ferable to  opium,  will  not  be  as  difficult  as  it 
now  is.  In  fevers  (so  called),  and  in  condi- 

tions involving  excessive  molecular  motion,  it 
is  far  superior  to  opium ;  but  in  cases  where 
molecular  metamorphosis,  or  motion,  falls 
below  a  physiological  standard,  it  should 
never  be  given.  If  we  base  the  indications  to 
be  fulfilled  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  (so 
called)  upon  the  conditions  of  molecular  mo- 

tion, then  we  bring  the  matter  to  an  almost 
exact  point,  and  find  no  difficulty  in  deciding 
when  it  is  indicated,  or  admissable. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  particularly  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  administration  of 

chloral  hydrate  is  not  unattended  with  danger, 
especially,  from  unskilled  hands;  and  even 
those  who  regard  it  the  sine  qua  non  in 
therapeutics,  and  prescribe  it  for  every  ache 
and  ill,  will  loose  nothing  by  observing  the 
utmost  care  possible  in  its  administration. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

The  Proper  Method  of  Hypodermic  Medication. 
Dr.  Reuben  A.  Yance,  of  New  York  city, 

gives  the  following  directions  in  The  Medical 
World,  October,  1871. 
There  are  four  circumstances  which  are  of 

the  utmost  importance  for  the  safe  and  suc- 
cessful employment  of  hypodermic  .  medica- 

tion.  They  are  as  follows  : 
1.  The  quantity  of  fluid  injected. 
2  The  degree  of  acidity  of  the  solution. 
3.  The  kind  of  needle  employed. 
4.  The  size  of  the  syringe,  and  the  method 

of  manipulation. 
Prominent  among  the  circumstances  which 

concur  to  bring  about  unfavorable  results 
must  be  mentioned  a  solution  that  is  too  dilute. 
The  injurious  effects  which  result  from  this 
cause  are  chiefly  due  to  the  mechanical  dis- 

tention of  a  large  quantity  of  liquid.  This, 
by  rupturing  the  smaller  blood-vessels,  per- 

mits subcutaneeus  extravasations  of  blood, 
and,  by  separating  a  large  surface  of  cellular 
tissue,  and  exposing  it  to  the  action  of  a  for- 

eign fluid,  furnishes  conditions  admirably 
adapted  to  induce  inflammatory  action. 
Another  circumstance — one  more  potent  for 

evil  than  the  former — is  a  solution  too  strongly 
acid.  In  the  article  before  cited,  I  recom- 

mended a  solution  of  strychnia,  made  with 
diluted  phosphoric  acid  as  being  much  better 

than  one  made  with  sulphuric  acid.  It  is  cer- 
tainly true  a  smaller  quantity  of  the  former  is 

as  effectual  as  a  larger  amount  of  the  latter,  yet 
I  have  latterly  discarded  all  solutions  in  which 
a  mineral  acid  is  used  as  a  solvent,  and  now 
employ  one  made  with  acetic  acid.  This,  be- 

ing an  organic  acid,  does  not  seem  so  irri- 
tating to  the  tissues  in  which  it  is  thrown, 

while  its  solvent  power  is  certainly  as  great 
as  that  of  either  of  the  others.  A  solution 
can  be  made  with  acetic  acid  which  will  be  as 
strong  and  last  as  well  as  either  of  the  oth- 

ers, and  which  will  yet  be  much  less  strongly 
acid  in  its  reaction.  From  this  it  will  be  seen, 
that,  other  things  being  equal,  acetic  acid  is 
the  best  solvent  that  can  be  employed. 
The  kind  of  needle  used  is  also  of  great  im- 

portance. Judging  from  analogy,  we  should 
be  inclined  to  think  that  the  nature  of  the 
materials  entering  into  the  composition  of  the 
needle  would  be  of  interest  when  the  subject 
of  the  causation  of  abscesses  is  under  consid- 

eration. The  liability  of  all  steel  instruments 
to  become  tainted  and  poisoned  from  long 
usage,  is  a  fact  well  known  to  surgeons  and 
instrument-makers,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  some 
surprise  that  attention  should  not  have  been 
sooner  drawn  to  this  same  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  needles  to  be  found  in  the  hypoder- 

mic syringes  in  ordinary  use.  That,  in  cer- 
tain instances,  needles  used  by  the  writer 

have  become  poisoned  he  is  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, and  that  certain  abscesses  which  he 
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has  seen  result  from  the  employment  of  these 
same  needles  were  due  to  their  poisoned  state 
he  is  equally  certain.  No  amount  of  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  physician  will  enable  him 
to  keep  a  steel  needle  bright,  clean,  and  in 
good  condition  when  the  solution  he  uses  has 
an  acid  reaction.  The  iuside  will  be  corroded 
in  all  cases,  and  sooner  or  later  the  outside 
will  get  into  the  same  state.  For  constant, 
employment  (especially  where  strychnia  is 
administered)  a  steel  needle,  unless  changed 
once  a  week,  is  decidedly  unsafe. 
The  material  possessing  the  greatest  advan- 

tages of  which  it  is  possible  to  make  a  needle 
is  gold.  This  metal,  as  is  well  known,  is  ad- 

mirably adapted  to  withstand  the  influence  of 
both  strong  and  weak  acids,  and  never  cor- 

rodes. It  is,  therefore,  entirely  free  from  the 
danger  of  becoming  poisoned,  and  thereby 
producing  abscesses. 

Of  fully  as  much  importance  as  any  of  the 
points  mentioned  is  the  size  of  the  syringe  and 
the  method  of  manipulation  in  pei forming  the 
operation  of  injecting  the  solution.  The  syr- 

inge should  be  so  small  that,  when  charged 
with  the  liquid  to  be  injected,  and  armed  with 
the  needle,  the  end  of  the  piston  can  rest 
against  the  hypothenar  eminence  of  the  right 
hand,  while  the  extremity  of  the  needle  should 
project  about  half  an  inch  from  between  the 
ends  of  the  first  and  second  fingers,  in  which 
position  it  can  be  retained  by  a  moderate 
pressure  with  the  thumb. 

The  syringe,  properly  prepared,  being  held 
in  this  position,  the  operator,  with  the  thumb 
and  forefinger  of  his  left  hand,  pinches  up  a 
fold  of  skin  over  the  pronator  muscles  of  the 
forearm  of  either  side  of  the  patient,  places 
the  point  of  the  needle  against  the  loose  end 
of  the  skin  so  elevated  at  a  distance  of  half 
an  inch  or  so  from  the  fiogers  holding  it,  and 
then,  with  a  quick  shove,  forces  the  needle 
through  the  iutegument,  and  by  partially 
closing  his  hand  drives  the  piston  home,  eva- 

cuates the  contents  of  the  syringe  into  the 
subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  at  once  with- 

draws the  needle.  By  this  method  of  mani- 
pulating the  syringe,  the  operation  can  be 

performed  in  less  than  five  seconds,  and  is  al- 
most absolutely  painless. 

On  Sesquichloride  of  Iron  as  a  Prophylactic  of 
Acuta  Rheumatism. 

Dr.  Anstie  writes  to  the  Practitioner  :  A 
considerable  space  of  time  has  now  elapsed 
since  the  announcement,  by  Dr.  Russell 
Reynolds,  of  his  observations  on  the  success- 

ful treatment  of  acute  rheumatism  by  large 
and  frequent  doses  of  the  tincture  of  sesqui- 

chloride of  iron.  I  do  not  know  to  what  ex- 
tent this  plan  of  treatment  has  become  gener- 

alized ;  but  there  have  been  a  good  many  re- 
ports in  the  medical  journals  of  its  employ- 
ment in  different  hospitals  ;  and  the  balance 

of  evidence  derivable  from  these  seems  dis- 
tinctly favorable  to  the  method.   My  own  ex- 

perience of  it  in  fully  declared  acute  rheuma- 
tism has  not  been  large.  I  have  treated  six 

cases  altogether  with  the  sesquichloride,  and 
in  four  of  these  I  Ihink  the  results  distinctly 
bore  out  the  main  assertions  of  Dr.  Reynolds 
as  to  the  prompt  relief  of  the  pains,  the  limi- 

tation of  the  extent  of  mischief,  and  the 
shortening  of  the  illness  ;  in  the  other  two, 
the  medicine  seemed  to  have  no  special  effect. 
But  it  is  not  of  the  use  of  the  sesquichloride  in 
fully  developed  acute  rheumatism  that  I  now 
wish  to  speak.  My  opportunities  of  seeing 
disease  on  a  large  scale  being  chiefly  those 
afforded  by  the  out-patient  room,  it  is  rather 
the  first  advancings  and  threatenings  of  acute 
rheumatism,  than  the  declared  disease,  that 
I  am  in  the  habit  of  seeing.  A  considerable 
number  of  persons  present  themselves  in  my 
out-patient  room,  in  the  course  of  twelve 
months,  suffering  from  the  preliminaries  of 
acute  rheumatism  ;  it  is  one  of  the  small  group 
of  really  serious  diseases  (amongst  a  much 
larger  variety  of  trivial  complamts)  which 
occupy  one's  attention  in  out-patient  practice, 
and  was  formerly  a  matter  of  great  dissatis- 

faction to  me,  from  the  apparently  almost 
total  failure  of  remedies  to  produce  any  ef- 

fect. Whereas  threateniugs  of  gout  could  be 
very  commonly  dealt  with  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  prevent  the  attack,  or  render  it  trivial, 
the  onset  of  acute  rheumatism  seemed  never 
to  be  averted  by  drugs  when  once  the  prodro- 
mata  had  reached  the  stage  which  pretty  fre- 

quently presented  itself  before  me.  viz. :  A 
more  or  less  obscure  aching  of  several  joints, 
a  yellow  sallowness  of  face,  with  patches  or 
streaks  of  dusky  redness,  blanket-like  furring 
of  tongue,  an  oily  moisture  of  skin,  a  distinct 
though  slight  elevation  both  of  pulse  and  tem- 

perature, and  a  certain  anxiety  of  respiration. 
So  far  as  the  history  ot  such  patients  could  be 
traced,  they  were  almost  mvar.ably  found  to 
have  developed  the  full  symptoms  of  the 
acute  disease,  and  very  often  (after  once  see- 

ing them  in  the  out-patient  room)  one  en- 
countered them,  a  few  days  later,  in  a  ward 

of  the  hospital. 
Very  different  have  been  the  results  of 

treatment  since  I  adopted  the  use  of  sesqui- 
chloride of  iron  from  the  first  moment  of  such 

cases  presenting  themselves.  During  the  past 
twelve  months  I  have  done  this  fully.  When- 

ever a  patient  has  presented  himself  with  ar- 
ticular pain  and  slight  fever  that  were  plainly 

of  the  rheumatic  and  not  of  the  gouty  type, 
he  has  been  at  once  placed  on  thirty  or  forty 
minims  doses  of  the  tiucture  of  sesquichloride, 
from  three  to  six  of  which,  according  to  the 
severity  of  the  symptoms,  have  been  given  in 
each  twenty-four  hours.  I  have  several  times 
called  the  attention  of  the  students  to  the  fact 
that  (unlike  what  used  to  happen)  these  cases 
now  re-appear  in  my  out-patient  room  on  my 
next  hospital  day ;  and  in  the  great  majority 
of  instances  declare  themselves  greatly  re- 

lieved. Since  July,  1870, 1  have  treated  twen- 
nine  such  patients,  of  whom  thirteen  had 
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previously  had  one  or  more  regular  attacks  of 
rheumatic  fever,  for  the  symptoms  now  re- 

ferred to,  with  the  full  doses  of  iron ;  and  of 
these,  seventeen  have  lost  all  pyrexia  and 
spontaneous  joint-pain  within  the  three  or 
four  days  elapsing  before  my  next  day  at  the 
hospital.  Only  three  have,  under  my  own 
eyes,  developed  the  full  acute  disease,  and 
sent  into  the  ward.  Of  the  remaining  nine, 
four  disappeared  altogether  from  my  knowl- 

edge, and  five  were  checked. 

Ammonia  in  Poisoning, 

Dr.  A.  S.  Todd  says,  in  the  transactions  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  West  Virginia  : 

I  have  had,  during  my  residence  in  Wheel 
ing,  many  cases  of  poisoning  by  the  rJius 
family,  pretty  generally  succeeded  by  the  fol- 

lowing symptoms:  Severe  inflammation, 
much  resembling  that  of  erysipelas,  attended 
with  burning  heat,  violent  itching  and  more 
or  less  vesication,  and  in  cases  where  the 
poison  had  entered  the  circulation,  it  gave 
rise  to  vertigo,  a  peculiar  whirling  sensation 
of  the  head,  nausea,  impaired  vision,  vomit- 

ing, etc.  Many  remedies  have  been  resoitrd 
to  by  the  professson,  with  more  or  less  success 
in  this  as  well  as  other  vegetable  poisons. 
But  I  will  here  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that 
of  all  the  remedies  I  have  ever  used  in  vegeta- 

ble and  animal  poisons,  none  will  compare 
with  the  ammoniacal  compounds,  used  exter- 

nally and  internally  ;  externally  in  the  form 
of  a  cataplasm,  made  with  diluted  aqua  am- 

monia and  flax  seed  or  slipery  elm  powder 
kept  constantly  applied  to  the  poisoned  sur- 

face, and  where  the  poison  had  entered  the 
system  and  produced  any  constitutional  dis- 

turbance, I  have  invariably  used  internally, 
the  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia  in  drachm 
doses,  at  intervals  of  fron\  three  to  four  hours, 
each  dose  of  the  ammonll.  to  be  diluted  in  a 
wiueglasstul  of  water.  I  regard  ammonia  in 
its  action  as  a  more  prompt  and  certain  reme- 

dy in  vegetable  and  animal  poisons  than  any 
other  remedy  that  can  be  found  in  the  whole 
range  of  the  materia  medica.  This  opinion 
has  not  been  gotten  up  in  haste,  but  has  been 
the  result  of  actual  observation  and  experience 
for  more  than  forty  years. 

I  have  used  the  ammoniacal  preparations 
perhaps  more  frequently  in  animal  than 
vegetable  poisons.  I  have  in  these  cases 
tested  the  value  of  ammonia  in  the  poison  of 
snake  bites,  and  once  in  the  bite  of  a  large, 
poisonous  spider,  and  frequently  in  the  bite 
of  rats  and  the  sting  of  venomous  insects.  A 
few  years  since  I  saw  a  child  that  was  badly 
bitten  upon  the  hand  by  a  rat.  Around  the 
bitten  part  gangrene  had  set  in,  with  pain  and 
swelling  in  the  adjacent  parts.  The  ammo- 

nia was  applied ;  the  gangrene  was  speedily 
;  arrested,  and  the  child   restored  to  health. 
j  Two  of  the  saake  bites  referred  to  above  were 

of  the  copperhead  family  ( Trigonocephaly 
<k>ntortrix) ;  the  other  was  a  rattlesnake  {Cro- 

talus  dirissus).  These  cases  occurred  at  differ- 
ent periods  in  my  practice.  The  first  case  of 

snake  bite  dates  back  to  the  summer  of  1833. 
Were  I  a  stranger  to  you,  gentlemen,  I  might 
here  pause,  and  fear  that  my  veracity  would 
be  called  in  question,  when  I  say  to  you  that 
two  of  these  venomous  copperhead  bites 
were  inflicted  upon  the  genital  organs  of  an 
old  bachelor,  in  the  vicinity  of  Wheeling;  the 
other  snake  bite  was  on  the  hand  of  a  team- 

ster, by  a  rattlesnake,  while  gathering  some 
hay  in  the  meadow  for  his  horses.  In  two  of 
these  cases  I  saw  the  unfortunate  sufferer 
within  from  four  to  six  hours  after  the  inflic- 

tion of  the  wound. 
la  the  first  of  these  cases  the  bite  was  re- 

ceived upon  the  gland  penis.  The  patient  was 
much  alarmed,  the  parts  were  becoming  pain- 

ful, and  were  considerably  swollen;  reddish 
streaks  indicated  the  presence  of  inflamma- 

tion m  the  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  parts. 
The  next  case  was  also  a  copperhead  bite, 

which  occurred  several  years  after  the  first. ' 
The  bite  in  this  case  was  inflicted  upon  the 
scrotum.  In  this,  as  in  the  former  case,  the 
virus  had  spread  rapidly,  and  was  being  ab- 

sorbed, and  was  as  bad  a  looking  case  as  the 
first ;  more  swollen  and  painful.  On  the  sec- 

ond day  after  the  bite,  where  the  teeth  of  the  : reptile  had  entered  the  scrotum,  the  parts 
looked  badly,  and  had  assumed  a  leaden  color, 
the  integuments  were  more  or  less  indurated  ; 
consequently,  the  strength  of  the  ammonia, 
externally,  was  increased,  the  aromatic  am- 

monia was  also  given  more  frequently.  The 
livid  pare  was  penciled  frequently  with  the 
undiluted  ammonia,  which,  in  a  few  days,  re- 

sulted in  a  small  slough,  some  half  an  inch  iu 
diameter.  This  slough  was  soon  succeeded  by 
healthy  granulations,  and  the  wounded  parts 
were  speedily  restored,  and  the  patient  able 
to  resume  his  ordinary  labor. 

In  ail  the  above  cases  of  poisoning  the  treat- 
ment was  nearly  alike.  Ammonia  formed  the 

base  work,  and  was,  in  fact,  my  strong  sheet- 
anchor.  The  diluted  aqua  ammonia  and  pow- 

dered slippery  elm  bark,  or  flax  seed  meal, 
were  made  into  a  cataplasm,  and  kept  con- 

stantly to  the  bitten  surface,  and  to  be  re- 
newed frequently,  and,  at  the  same  time,  every 

three  hours,  was  given  in  a  winegiassful  of 
water  or  ale,  one  drachm  of  the  aromatic  spir- 

its of  ammonia,  and  when  this  sized  dose  gave 
any  uneasiness  to  the  stomach,  ic  was  lessened, 
but,  as  a  general  rule,  in  bad  cases  the  dose 
should  be  as  large  as  the  stomach  would  com- 

fortably tolerate. 
This  course  of  practice  was  continued,  more 

or  less  vigorously,  in  all  the  foregoing  cases 
of  snake  poisoning,  until  the  virus  was  de- 

stroyed, and  health  restored.  Having  had,  in 
so  many  cases,  such  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  power  of  ammonia  in  neutralizing  the 
poison  of  animals  and  venomous  reptiles,  I 
was  induced  to  try  its  efficacy  in  that  form  of 
poison  peculiar  to  typhoid  fever,  for  it  is  now 
conceded  by  many  of  our  best  pathologists 
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that  there  exists,  as  the  basis  of  fever, "  a 
blood  poison,"  resulting,  it  is  said,  from  "  or- 

ganic germs,"  either  of  animal  or  vegetable 
origin.  Ti-.ese  germs,  however  small,  when 
present  in  the  blood,  constitute  a  poison  which 
very  speedily  pervades  and  vitiates  the  whole 
venous  and  arterial  circulation,  and  this,  in  its 
turn,  produces  fever.  The  nervous  system  is 
also  more  or  less  involved  in  this  mysterious 
development.  This  insidious  poison,  lurking 
in  tbe  veins  of  typhoid  patients,  is  what  I 
have  been  seeking  to  destroy  for  years,  and 
to  effect  which,  I  resolved  to  test  the  alexi- 
pharaiac  properties  of  ammonia,  not  omitting 
the  ordinary  remedies  used  in  the  treatment 
of  this  fever.  I  consequently  commenced  by 
giving  every  three  hours,  one  drachm  of  the 
aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia,  diluted  in  a  wine- 
glassful  of  water.  This  mixture  is  very 
agreeable  to  the  stomach,  grateful  to  the  taste 
and  smell,  also  a  valuable  stimulant,  and, 
above  all,  in  the  judgment  of  the  writer,  a  sure 
antidote  to  poison.  In  addition  to  this,  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  directing  the  whole  sur- 

face of  the  Dody  every  day,  or,  at  furthest, 
every  other  day,  to  be  well  rubbed  with  a 
coarse  towel  moderately  dampened  with 
diluted  ammonia  water,  made  lukewarm.  The 
effects  of  this  volatile  alkali  in  destroying  or 
abating  the  force  of  this  blood  poison,  has  fully 
satisfied  me  of  its  value  as  a  therapeutical 
agent  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  and 
can,  therefore,  with  confidence,  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  the  proreosion  this  ••*  neu- 

tralizing agent." 
Before  leaving  this  subject,  however,  per- 

mit me  to  suggest  that  if  it  be  true  that  am- 
monia will  render  innoxious  the  virus  of 

poisonous  reptiles,  why  will  it  not,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  have  the  same  effect  upon  the 
poison  of  rabid  animals?  Why  not  rind  a 
cure,  in  the  use  of  ammonia, for  hydrophobia? 

Muriate  of  Ammonia  in  Hepatitis. 
Dr.  J.  L.  Hill,  of  Buena  Vista,  Oregon, 

reports  a  case  of  this  di&eaee  in  a  female,  set. 
forty-live,  in  the  Oregon  Medical  aud  iSurgica1 
Reporter.  After  a  saline  ana  acid  treatment, 
he  sa}  s : 
The  pain  was  not  so  intense,  rests  better 

at  night ;  strength  unproved  and  chilly  sensa- 
tions not  so  annoy rng  ;  catameniai  flow  return- 

ed very  full  but  without  dysmenorrhea  as  for- 
merly ;  had  vomited  matter  the  uay  previous 

that  aire  sari  had  the  flavor  of  a  rotten  egg ; 
could  not  retain  the  wine  and  iron  on  her 
stomach  ;  said  it  was  so  sweet  that  it  sicken- 

ed her ;  the  area  of  the  aver  somewhat  di- 
tnini  lied  ;  was  up  and  about  the  house  trom 
this  time  forward,  but  not  lollowiLg  any  regu- 

lar course  of  treatment ;  continued  to  com- 
plain, however,  of  constant  aching  pain  in  the 

region  of  the  enlarged  gland,  wnile  that  in  the 
scapula  was  consruerably  modified ;  pain  still 
kr<.  ater  as  night  approached,  and  Uie  use  of 
purgatives  still  necessary. 

Everything  that  I  had  read  upon  the 
treatment  of  the  case  had  given  me  no  satis- 

faction, but  seeing  in  a  number  of  the  Phil- 
adelpnia  Aiedical  and  Surgical  .Re- 

porter, of  the  date  of  April  23d,  1871,  an 
article  on  the  successful  treatment  ot  a  case  of 
suppurative  hepatitis  with  muriate  of  ammo- 

nia, by  Dr.  L.  (jr.  Alexander,  of  Calhoun, 
Kentucky,  I  determined  to  try  it,  though  I 
convinced  that  I  had  as  yet  accomplished  but 
ittle  permanent  good. 

On  tbe  28th  of  June,  I  commenced  the  treat- 
ment with  the  following  prescription  : 
Jt.    Amnroniie  rnuriairs,  giij. 

Tr.  eirnrcitugiB,  l^ijss. 
Aquae,  M. 

Sig. — Teaspoonful  four  times  a  uay ;  all  other 
treatment  discontinued. 

After  taking  the  prescrrption  one  day  the 
costiveness  was  relieved.  During  the  week 
she  went  to  Portland,  and  neglected  to  take 
the  medicine  with  her.  On  her  return,  two  or 
three  days  afterward,  she  resumed  it  with 
marked  benefit ;  soreness  gradually  subsiding 
and  general  strength  improving.  In  about  a 
week  after  sue  was  taken  one  morning  with 
diarrhea,  having  six  or  seven  evacuations 
within  the  space  of  halt  an  hour,  apparently 
consisting  or  pus  and  mucus,  feme  said  that 
previous  to  tne  commencement  of  tne  diar- 

rhea she  felt  something  break  loose  in  the 
tumor,  and  that  wfien  the  discharge  ceased 
from  the  bowels,  the  soreness  m  tbe  side  and 
the  swelling  had  also  gone,  fche  rapidly 
gained  Irom  tuis  trme,  both  in  tlesn  and 
strength,  and  has  suffered  no  pain  since. 

Small-Pox  in  New  York. 

On  the  15th  January,  the  New  York  Board 
of  Heaith  submitted  an  important  report  con- 

cerning the  progress  of  tne  small-pox  in  that 
city  during  tne  thst  nine  montns  ol  last  year. 
The  whole  number  of  deaths  is  set  aown  at 
805,  out  of  a  population  oi  9-12,252— a  per- 

centage of  .85  per  10U0.  Thenutnoer  ot  cases 
was  3,084.  Ol  these  235  came  lrom  quaran- 

tine, ana  532  trom  other  peaces  beyond  i,ne 
city  ilLuito.  During  tne  year  upwaru  ol  100,- 
00U  persons  were  Vaccinated  by  the  city  physi- 

cians. Tne  lioaid,  alter  detailing  tbe  various 
preventive  measures  resorted  to,  with  rtter- 
ence  to  lurmgation,  says  :  "  Oarbolic  acid  and 
sulphurous  acid  seem  to  have  the  property  of 
utterly  destroying  the  germs  of  thrs  particular 
poison,  whne  chlorine,  so  much  relied  upon 
as  a  disintectant  heretotore,  does  not  prove  to 

have  the  same  powers." 

Comparative  Embryology. 

Dr.  Burt  G.  Wilder,  Professor  of  Com- 
parative Anatomy  at  Cornell  University,  is 

giving  especial  attention  to  the  above  branch 
of  science.  He  desires  embryos  and  malfor- 

mations from  all  the  realms  or  animal  nature. 
He  remarks  in  his  encuiar  sent  us  : 

"  Such  specimens  are  of  the  greatest  value 
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to  science.  Goethe,  who  was  naturalist  as 
well  as  poet,  well  said  :  '  It  is  in  her  montrosi- 
ties  that  Nature  reveals  to  us  her  secrets,'  and 
many  of  the  more  obscure  laws  of  life  and 
organization  have  been  elucidated  by  the  aid 
of  these  unfortunate  creatures,  which  go 
astray  before  they  are  born,  and  live  only  to 
die.  The  not  infrequent  occurrence  of  such 
malformations  among  the  human  race,  should 
alone  induce  a  careful  study  of  whatever  njay 
lead  to  a  knowledge  of  their  nature  and  possi- 

ble causes.  There  are  few  persons,  especially 
living  in  the  country  or  upon  farms,  who  have 
not  occasional  opportunities  of  procuring  such 
specimens  as  we  desire  ;  but  none  are  so  likely 
to  have  them  as  the  hunters,  the  butchers  and 
the  stock-breeders  ;  let  me  ask  all  such  to  save 
and  send  the  specimens  that  almost  daily 
come  into  their  hands." 

 A  handsome  tablet  has  just  been  placed 
in  the  Derry  Cathedral  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Thomas  Henderson  Babington,  Esq.,  M. 
D.  

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

An  interesting  contribution  to  the  much- 
neglected  department  of  medical  biography 
is  to  be  found  in  a  pamphlet  of  ninety-two 
pages,  printed  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  enti- 

tled, "  History  of  the  Medical  Men  and  of  the 
District  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Cumberland,  New  Jersey."  It  is  written 
chiefly  by  Drs.  Robert  M.  Bateman  and 
Enoch  Fithian,  and  contains  the  records  of 
many  worthies,  who,  in  former  years,  carried 
on  the  art  of  healing  in  that  locality. 
Numbers  1  and  2  of  volume  II.  of  the  Pho- 

tographic Review  of  Medicine  and  Surgery 
(October  and  December,  J871.)  contain  some 
admirable  photographs  of  rare  and  striking 
lesions.  It  is  an  undertaking  which  deserves 
support,  and  exhibits  praiseworthy  accuracy 
and  care  on  the  part  of  the  editors  and  con- 
tributors. 

The  School  Festival— This  beautiful 
little  quarterly  magazine,  devoted  to  new  and 
sparkling  matter  for  school  exhibitions  and 
public  day  s,  is  receivedfor  January.  No  teacher 
or  pupil  will  regret  taking  it.  It  costs  fifty 
cents  a  year;  single  copy,  fifteen  cents.  Al- 

fred L.  Sewell,  Publisher,  Chicago,  111. 

The  "  Medical  Supply  Table  of  the  U.  S. 
Marine  Hospitals,"  Circular  No.  6,  reflects 
credit  on  the  Supervising  Surgeon  (Dr.  John 

M.  Woodworth)  for  its  completeness  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  kept  up  to  the  ad- 

vances of  materia  medica  and  the  demands 
of  intelligent  practitioners. 
Under  decidedly  discouraging  auspices,  but 

with  a  profound  sense  ol  the  utility  of  the  un* 
dertaking,  a  number  of  prominent  ladies 
in  Chicago  have  united  to  establi-h  the 
"  Woman's  Hospital  of  the  State  of  Illinois," 
in  Chicago.  The  announcement,  charter  of 
incorporation  and  by-laws  have  been  received. 
Drs.  Byford,  Andrews,  De  Laskie,  Mil- 

ler, and  other  well  known  gentlemen,  are  on 
the  consulting  board. 

One  of  the  objects  of  this  institution  is  to 
thoroughly  qualify  a  class  of  female  nurses. 
There  is  a  wide -spread  appreciation  in  the 
community  of  the  great  want  of  a  body  of  in- 

telligent, conscientious  women,  who  have 
been  properly  educated,  for  this  responsible 
office — an  office  scarcely  second  in  importance 
to  that  of  the  physician.  We  wish  it  every 
success. 

The  report  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Lunatie 
Asylum  for  1871,  under  the  charge  of  Dr. 
Btjttholph,  presents  a  satisfactory  exhibit. 
The  number  of  patients  under  care  at  the 
close  of  the  last  year  was  six  hundred  and 
forty-eight — three  hundred  and  seven  men, 
and  three  hundred  and  forty-one  women. 
Tbe  number  received  since,  v  z.,from  Decem- 

ber 1, 1870,  to  October  31, 1871,  inclusive, be- 
ing the  period  of  eleven  months,  was  two 

hundred  and  ninety-five — one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  men,  and  one  hundred  and  forty -four 
women.  The  whole  number  of  cases  under 
treatment  during  the  same  period  was  nine 
hundred  and  forty-three— four  hundred  and 

fifty-eight  men",  and  four  hundred  and  eighty- five  women.  Of  this  number  there  were 
discharged,  as  recovered,  one  hundred  and 
seven;  as  improved,  sixty- three ;  as  unim- 

proved, nine ;  and  sixty-four  died. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Second  Annual  Ses- 
sion of  the  State  Medical  Association  of  Ar- 

kansas, held  at  Little  Rock,  November,  1871, 
contains  an  able  address  by  the  President,  Dr. 
P.  O.  Hooper,  a  sanitary  survey  of  the  city 
of  Little  Rock,  by  Dr.  R.  G.  Jennings,  two 
cases  of  knee-joint  amputation,  by  Dr.  W.H, 
Hawkins,  a  case  of  malarial  hematuria,  by 

Dr.  E.  R.  Duval,  some  remarks  on  climafe- 
ology,  by  Dr.  Lawrence,  and  the  minuter 
of  the  proceedings. 
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The  Management  of  Infancy,  Physiological  and 

Moral,  intended  chiefly  for  the  use  of  par- 
ents. By  Andrew  Combe,  M.  D.  Revised 

and  edited  by  Sir  James  Clark,  Bart.,  K. 
C. B.,M.  D.,  F.  R.  S., Physician  inordinary 
to  the  Queen.  First  American  from  the 
tenth  London  edition.  New  York.  D. 

Appleton  &  Co.,  1871.  1  vol.  cloth,  8vo., 

pp  302. 

Dr.  Combe's  work  was  first  published  about 
twenty-five  years  ago  and  soon  attained  a  de- 

served popularity.  At  that  period  it  was  un- 
questionably the  best  book  on  the  subject,  and 

long  remained  so.  The  present  edition,  which 
has  been  very  carefully  and  thoroughly  revised 
by  the  distinguished  editor,  is  on  nearly  all 
points  brought  up  to  the  latest  positions  of 
medical  science.  There  are,  indeed,  here  and 
there,  certain  antiquated  opinions  advanced 
and  even  defended — such  as  the  injurious  char- 

acter, per  se,  of  consanguine  marriages  and  the 
use  of  phrenology  in  education — which  de- 

tract from  the  general  value  of  the  book  as  a 
guide ;  but  they  are  rare. 

The  strong  expressions  of  the  author,  the 
editor,  and  a  large  number  (sixty-five)  of  the 
most  eniment  medical  men  of  London  (see 
preface  and  appendix,  p.  275,)  on  the  urgent 
need  of  popular  instruction  on  the  physiology, 
structure,  and  functions  of  the  human  body, 
we  commend  to  those  stiff-backed  gentlemen 
of  the  old  school  who  are  so  very  fearful  of 
the  effect  of  popular  medical  instruction  on 
the  mind  and  morals  of  the  general  public. 
The  subject  of  infant  mortality  is  dis- 

cussed with  earnestness,  as  well  it  may  be  ; 
but  singularly  enough,  while  speaking  of  the 
means  of  preventing  diseases,  nothing  is  said 
of  the  all-important  subject  of  vaccination. 

The  sections  on  the  artificial  foods  for  in- 
fants are  less  complete  than  the  importance  of 

the  subject  demands.  Cow's  milk,  which  is 
recommended  as  the  best  substitute  for  the 

mother's  milk,  is  now  generally  conceded  to 
be  objectionable  in  early  infancy  on  account 
of  the  casein  it  contains. 

In  spite  of  these  and  various  other  signs  of 
age  about  the  book,  it  is  one  we  heartily  com- 

mend to  the  general  reader  and  the  young 
professional  man. 

Transactions  of  the  Msdical  Society  of  the 
State  of  West  Virginia.  Wheeling,  1871. 

Pp.  229-312. 
Besides  a  brief  report  of  proceedings,  this 

volume  contains  a  number  of  articles  which 
we  will  briefly  mention.  Dr.  B.  W.  Allen 
contributes  one  on  the  Use  and  Importance  of 
the  Microscope  to  the  Medical  Profession.  It 
is  historical  in  character,  and  offers  little  or 
no  original  research.  Dr.  Richard  Blum,  in 
a  paper  on  Sanitary  Science,  argues  strongly 
in  favor  of  more  popular  instruction  in  this 
branch.  Dr.  Walter  Coles  reviews  the 
various  anaesthetics  of  the  day.  Dr.  W.  H. 
Sharp  gives  a  resume  of  the  late  observations 
in  clinical  thermometry.  The  most  valuable 
paper  in  the  volume  appears  to  us  to  be  Dr. 
A.  S.  Todd's  Report  on  the  Medical  Botany  of 
West  Virginia,  about  twenty  pages  in  length. 
It  is  followed  by  remarks  on  the  Topograghy, 
Climatology,  and  Epidemic  Diseases  ofUpsher 

County,  by  Dr.  Elias  S.  Brenson.  Five  in- 
teresting cases  of  trichinosis  are  recorded  by 

Dr.  Henry  J.  Wiesel,  of  Wheeling.  They 
all  recovered,  without  any  special  medication, 
in  the  course  of  three  or  four  months.  Dr. 
Rezin  P.  Dayis  figures  two  instruments  he 
has  devised  :  one  for  treatment  of  fracture  of 
the  inferior  maxillary,  the  other  an  improved 
tonsillotome. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Ophthalmologi- 
cal  Society— Eighth  Annual  Meeting,  July, 
1871.  New  York,  D.  Appleton  &  Co., 

pp.  145. 
To  this  volume,  as  to  former  ones,  Dr.  B. 

Joy  Jeffries,  of  Boston,  contributes  a  most 
excellent  report  on  the  progress  of  ophthal- 

mology, and  a  recent  bibliography  of  the 
science.  This  occupies  nearly  fifty  pages. 
The  remainder  of  the  volume  is  taken  up  by  a 
number  of  essays,  generally  highly  creditable 
to  the  standing  of  American  ophthalmology. 

Dr.  Edward  Curtis  describes  an  appara- 
tus for  cutting  microscopic  sections  of  eyes. 

Two  cases  of  that  rare  disease,  general 
syphilitic  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  are  re- 

ported by  Dr.  F.  Delafield.  Dr.  Edward 
G.  Lorino  discusses  the  halo  around  the 
macula  lutea.  Dr.  Henry  D.  No  yes  suggests 
a  scheme  to  aid  in  examining  and  recording 
cases  of  functional  trouble  of  the  eye.  Dr. 
O.  F.  Wadsworth  has  a  short  paper  on  the 
tables  given  by  Loring  and  Knapp,  to  show 
the  displacement  of  the  retina  in  ametropia. 
And  other  valuable  articles  are  contributed 
by  Drs.  Gustavtjs  h  ay,  of  Boston,  Russell 
Murdoch,  of  Baltimore,  (George  Straw- 
bridge,  of  Philadelphia,  J.  Green,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  other  ophthalmologists. 
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8.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  D.  G.  BRiNTON,  M.  D. ,  Editors. 

1&- Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- fully solicited. 

Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 
quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 

vation, will  be  liberally  paid  for. 
*y  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 

brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 

"We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 
try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  film  ot  infor- 

mation that  rightfully  belougs  to  the  profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 

for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  coriespondents. 

THE  PKACTICE  OF  THE  FUTUKE. 

Not  long  since  we  read  a  leading  article  in 
a  scientific  periodical,  in  which  the  editor, 

stepping  aside  from  the  paths  of  applied 
science— in  which  no  one  is  more  at  home — 

had  some  words  to  say  about  the  changes 

which,  he  conceived,  are  going  on  in  the  art 
of  therapeutics. 

His  words  were  these  : 

"  Physicians  are  beginning  to  know,  how 
little  they  know,  which  is  a  long  stride  to- 

ward rational  practice. 

"  A  skilled  practitioner,  formerly  a  lecturer 
in  a  medical  institution,  said  to  us  in  a  recent 

conversation:  'The  medical  practice  of  the 
future  is  to  be  essentially  hygienic'  This 
statement  is  most  significant.  Physicians  are 
gradually  relinquishing  their  faith  in  drugs, 
and  placing  their  trust  more  and  more  in  the 
recuperative  power  of  their  patients.  Less 
calomel,  rhubarb  and  jalap,  and  more  pure, 
sweet  aii ,  more  good  food  and  drink,  more 
cleanliness  and  good  companionship  to  pre- 

vent mental  depression  and  discouragement, 
with  rest,  are  the  medicines  now  fast  becom- 

ing popular;  and  they  are  so  good  to  take 
that  they  are  gratefully  received  rather  than 
rejected  by  the  sick." 

With  all  deference  to  the  man  of  science 

and  to  his  medical  adviser,  "  formerly  a  lec- 
turer in  a  medical  institution,"  we  find  our- 

selves as  far  as  possible  from  agreeing  with 
them  as  to  what  is  going  to  constitute  the 

practice  of  the  future."  We  fail  to  see  any, 
even  the  slightest,  indication  of  a  disposition 
in  the  great  body  of  intelligent  practitioners 
to  renounce  the  use  of  drugs,  or  to  relinquish 
their  faith  in  their  effects. 

If  the  editor  ia  question,  or  even  the  gen- 
tleman who  volunteered  the  prophecy  we  have 

quoted,  will  step  around  to  any  of  the  lead- 
ing drug  houses  in  the  city  where  they  reside, 

and  ask  some  information  on  the  topic  from 

those  best  qualified  to  give  it — the  houses  of 

long  standing  in  the  wholesale  drug  trade — 
they  will  very  certainly  find  that  no  time  in 
history  have  drugs  sold  to  the  same  extent  as 

at  present ;  that  never  have  medical  men  pre- 
scribed them  more  freely,  and  with  such  con- 
fidence, as  now,  and  that  they  are  led  to  do 

this  by  positive  results  which  they  can  at  any 
time  exhibit. 

It  is  true  that  calomel  and  jalap  are  not 

now  so  largely  sold  as  in  previous  years ;  but 
this  is  net  because  less  medicines  are  given, 
but  because  they  have  been  replaced  by  other 

drugs  of  more  agreeable,  more  potent,  or 

more  manageable  properties. 
Conspicuously  within  the  last  few  years  has 

therapeutics  come  forward  as  a  branch  of 
medical  science.  Various  journals  and  many 
volumes  devoted  especially  to  it  have  appear, 

ed;  and  on  all  sides  the  endeavors  of  physi- 
cians are  directed  to  placing  it  upon  a  firm 

basis. 
The  practice  of  the  future  will  not  neglect 

hygiene ;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  and  must 
have  a  prominent  part  in  all  treatment.  But 
to  suppose  that  the  role  of  the  physician  is 
going  to  become  merely  that  of  a  head  nurse, 
or  a  sympathizing  and  intelligent  looker-on, 
is  an  error  which  facts  all  around  us  disprove. 

The  Wharton  Trial 

for  poisoning,  now  in  progress  in  Baltimore, 
Md.,  is  exciting  much  discussion  and  interest, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  profession.  We  ex- 

pect soon  to  have  a  valuable  paper  upon  the 
facts  and  testimony  elicited  during  the  in- 
vestigation. 
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Vaccine  Virus. 

During  the  past  three  months  we  have  sup- 
plied several  hundred  physicians  with  vaccine 

virus  with  the  understanding  that  of  the  pro- 
duct some  was  to  be  returned.  A  few  only 

have  responded,  while  we  are  having  calls 
much  faster  than  we  can  fill  them — an  average 
Of  thirty  to  fifty  calls  being  on  hand  all  the 
time  beyond  our  ability  to  supply.  Several 
have  authorized  us  to  purchase  for  them — 
but  we  cannot  purchase.  This  vaccine  ex- 

change is  intended  solely  as  an  accommoda- 
tion to  the  profession.  It  takes  much  time 

and  labor  to  attend  to  the  calls;  but  we  do  it 
cheerfully,  and  only  ask  that  the  profession 
keep  us  supplied  with  fresh  virus  from  prima- 

ry vaccinations  in  healthy  young  white  sub- 
jects— none  oilier — so  that  those  who  apply  to 

us  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Alcohol  in  Medicine. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-five  prominent  Eng- 
lish physicians  and  surgeons  have  signed  a 

memorandum  certifying  that  alcohol, in  what- 
ever form,  should  be  prescribed  with  as  much 

eare  as  any  powerful  drug,  and  that  the  direc- 
tions for  its  use  should  be  so  framed  as  not  to 

l)e  interpreted  as  a  sanction  for  excess  or  for 
the  continuance  of  its  use  when  the  occasion 

has  passed.  The  signers  express  the  firm  con- 
viction that  the  large  amount  of  drinking  of 

alcoholic  liquors  in  Great  Britain,  is  one  of 
the  most  hurtful  evils  of  the  day,  destroying, 
more  than  anything  tlse,  the  health,  happi- 

ness and  welfare  of  the  working  classes. 
These  physicians  say  that  they  will  gladly 
support  any  wise  legislation  which  would  tend 
to  restrict  within  proper  limits  the  use  of  alco- 

holic beverages,  and  to  introduce  habits  of 
temperance.  Among  the  signers  are  to  be 
found  the  names  of  distinguished  physicians 
and  surgeons  in  extensive  practice,  army  sur- 

geons of  high  rank,  inspectors  general  of 
hospitals,  professors  in  medical  colleges,  aud 
members  of  the  medical  staffs  attached  to 
hospitals  in  London  and  in  the  provinces. 

Testimony  About  Smoking. 
A  letter  to  the  Scientific  American  contains 

the  following  confession  : 

"lam  a  young  man  who  has  smoked  for 

several  years,  and  I  wish  to  make  known  its 
effects  upon  me.  It  has  injured  my  eyesight, 
and  also  my  memory  ;  and  at  one  time,  my 
nervous  system  was  nearly  prostrated.  I  left 

off' the  habit  (by  the  advice  of  a  physician), 
for  several  months,  and  I  rapidly  gained  until 
I  felt  quite  well.  My  eyes  did  not  trouble  me 
as  before,  and  my  weight  was  much  more  than 
ever  before ;  but  my  appetite  was  so  strong 
for  it,  that,  no  sooner  than  I  found  myself 
well,  I  again  took  up  the  habit,  asid  I  gradu- 

ally fell  away  in  flesh  ;  my  eyes  began  to 
trouble  me  again,  and  mv  nerves  began  to 
shake.  I  again  left  it  off,  and,  as  before,  I 

gained  rapidly." 

The  Pharmacy  Comm 'esioners. 
The  Commissioners  of  Pharmacy,  of  Kew 

York  city,  have  made  a  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings during  the  last  six  months  of  1871. 

They  state  that,  although  nearly  one  thous- 
and applicants  have  been  examined,  only  six 

hundred  and  sixty-six  have  received  licenses 
as  druggists,  and  of  these  not  one  in  twenty 
f  u^ceeded  on  the  first  trial  in  passing  the  ex- 

amination in  all  the  branches.  The  most  de- 
cided failures  were  in  chemistry,  toxicology, 

practical  pharmacy,  and  in  reading  the  pre- 
scriptions and  directions  of  physicians  which 

had  been  written  in  Latin,  to  test  the  pro- 
ficiency of  the  candidates.  Out  of  seven  hun- 

dred and  twenty- eight  applicants  for  licenses 
only  three  could  read  at  sight  the  easier  Latin 
classics.  The  examiners,  however,  appear  to 
have  been  too  strict  in  requiring  a  knowledge 
of  the  classics,  for  nearly  all  the  candidates 
were  familiar  with  the  Latin  names  of  the 
medicines  aud  with  the  weights  and  measures, 
but  could  not  translate  the  Latin  directions 
which  were  purposely  written  to  entrap  the 
young  druggists.  Thus  a  prescription  in  Lat- 

in, calling  for  compound  tincture  of  gentian 
and  for  an  infusion  of  the  same  was  handed  to 
the  candidate  to  translate.  To  express  the 

idea  of  "the  same,"  the  word  "  ejusdem"  was 
used  and  the  Commissioners,  with  apparent 
satisfaction  at  the  success  of  the  trap,  report 
the  results  of  this  test.  One  clerk,  it  is  stat- 

ed, replied  that  in  no  store  where  he  had 
been  employed  had  he  ever  seen  or  heard  of 
"  infusion  of  ejusdem."  This  famous  prescrip- 

tion was  preseuted  at  eighteen  drug  stores  in 
the  most  populous  part  of  Broadway,  and  the 
same  answer  as  the  above  was  returned. 
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Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

A  Rare  Surgical  Accident. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

Oct.  14th,  71,  9  P.  M.,I  was  called  to  see 
Willie  R.,  set.  10  years,  who  had  two  hours 
reviously  "  run  a  splinter  in  his  eye."  The 
oy  stated  that  whi  e  running  from  another 

boy — it  being  dark — he  ran  against  the  end  of 
a  horizontal  pole,  which  was  used  for  a 
"  clothes  line."  The  pole  had  a  long,  sharp 
splinter,  projecting  from  its  end,  which  en- 

tered the  boy's  right  oroit,  immediately  under 
the  eyeball,  passing  through  the  lower  eye- 

lid and  broke  oft',  remaining  in.  The  boy stated  that  the  blow  knocked  him  senseless  to 
the  ground,  but  he  soon  got  up  and  walked 
into  the  house. 

Two  hours  after  the  accident  I  found  the 
boy  lying  m  bed.  When  I  entered  the  room, 
he  arose  and  came  to  the  Aire  ;  talked  rational ; 
did  not  complain  of  any  pain  ;  pulse  tolerably 
good ;  no  hemorrhage  from  wound.  I  found 
an  ugly  splinter  one-half  inch  wide  projecting 
one-quarter  inch  through  lower  eyelid  ;  it  felt 
firm  and  tight.  The  eyeball  was  not  ruptured, 
nor  could  he  see  any  with  that  eye.  I  did  not 
know  how  far  the  splinter  had  entered,  nor 
its  exact  course,  but  judging  from  its  firmness, 
I  supposed  it  had  followed  the  walls  of  the 
orbit  and  forced  its  way  through  the  foramen 
into  the  base  of  the  brain. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  to  the  boy's 
friends,  ami  stating  the  probable  result  of  the 
wound  I  proceeded  to  remove  the  u  exciting 
cause."  It  being  several  miles  to  town  I  did 
not  send  for  counsel.-  I  placed  the  boy's  head 
in  ihe  hands  of  an  assistant,  and  with  a  pair 
of  small  forceps  made  gentle  traction  upon  ihe 
splinter.  The  splinter  came  out  after  consid- 

erable force  had  been  applied  to  it.  The  boy 
was  laid  upon  the  floor  immediately,  and  after 
two  or  three  gasps  was  dead. 

The  splinter  was  four  inches  in  length  by 
one-half  inch  wide  and  had  evidently  pene- 

trated the  base  of  brain  one  and  a-half  or  two 
inches. 
What  caused  his  instant  death?  Was  it 

the  shock  ?  the  pressure  irom  internal  hem- 
orrhage? or  the  rushing  in  of  air  before  the 

closure  of  the  wound?  or  was  it  most  likely 
the  three  combined  ?  Was  the  treatment  right? 
It  is  evident  that  the  patient  would  have  lived 
a  few  hours  at  least,  had  I  not  removed  the 
splinter. 

H.  C.  La  Force,  M.  D. 
Seltonville,  Ind. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

"Ph.  ladelphia  GrthopaocLc  Hospital. 
This  important  charity,  which  has  been  sup- 

ported thus  far  entirely  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, is  rapidly  increasing  in  usefulness. 

The  fourth  annual  report  shows  that  three 
hundred  and  nine  new  cases  were  treated  in 
1871,  an  increase  of  ninety-nine  over  the  pre- 

vious year.  These  came  to  the  institution 
from  all  sections  of  the  country  and  include 
two  from  California. 
The  surgical  department  is  devoted  exclu- 

sively to  the  treatment  of  bodily  deformities, 
including  club  foot,  wry  nec  k,  bow  legs,  knock 
knees,  contractions  of  the  joints,  hip  and  spi- 

nal diseases,  etc.,  and  its  value  to  the  commu- 
nity already  has  been  incalculable  in  rescuing 

hundreds  from  a  whole  life  of  suffering  and 
helpless  dependence. 

Another  year's  experience  in  the  depart- 
ment for  nervous  diseases,  esiabiished  in  1870, 

has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  fully  demon- 
strates the  great  need  which  existed  for  such 

a  charity,  where  paralysis  in  all  its  forms,  neu- 
ralgic affections,  chorea,  epilepsy,  etc.,  many 

of  them  requiring  long  and  patient  care,  might 
be  skillfully  treated.  In  all  departments  the 
advice  and  service  of  the  first  surgical  and 
medical  talent  of  the  city  is  given  gratuitously. 

The  hospital  building"  on  S.  Ninth  street, being  entirely  inadquate  for  the  work,  the 
managers,  aided  by  private  subscriptions  and 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  from  the  Mate, 
have  been  enabled  to  purchase  the  desirable 
double  dwelling  and  lot  at  the  north-west  cor- 

ner of  Seventeenth  and  Summer  streets,  and 
will  remove  to  it  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
alterations  and  repairs  are  completed. 

The  Outrage  on  Medical  Students  at  Havana. 

Our  readers  will  have  learned  the  particu- 
lars of  this  outrage  from  the  daily  papers. 

We  take  pleasure  in  publishing  the  fol  owing 
resolutions,  which  exprtss  just  sentiments about  it: 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  St.  Joseph 
Medical  Society,  held  on  December  the  2d, 
G.  C.  Catlett,  M.  I).,  offered  the  following 
resolutions  which  were  adopted  unanimously  : 
Whereas,  the  Government  of  Spain,  in 

Cuba,  in  the  execution  of  the  eight  medical 
students,  and  the  inhuman  punishment  of 
othei?,  for  the  alleged  misdemeanor  of  dis- 

turbing a  grave,  nave  exhibited  a  barbarous, 
uncivilized  and  unchristian  spirit,  and  have 
outraged  this  enlightened  age,  and  have  in- 

censed every  Christian,  civilized  and  enlight- 
ened nation  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  request  all  medical  socie- 
ties in  the  United  States,  to  join  with  the  St. 

Joseph  Medical  Society  in  protesting  against 
such  barbaric  use  of  power.  And  we  believe 
it,  furthermore,  to  be  the  duty  of  all  Christian 

E 
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and  civilized  governments  to  censure  this  in- 
human act  of  Spain  officially ;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  tender- 
ed to  the  Philadelphia  Medical  and 

Surgical  Reporter  for  publication. 

Hydrofugine. 
A  substance  called  hydrofugine  has  recently 

been  brought  into  use  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering fabrics  water- proof,  without  interfer- 

ing with  the  circulation  of  the  air  through 
them.  The  method  of  preparing  the  com- 

pound is  as  follows  :  In  one  of  two  pans,  each 
of  a  capacity  of  about  five  gallons,  pi  ce  20 
pounds  of  sulphate  of  alumina  cut  in  thin 
slices ;  into  the  other  pour  eight  pounds  of 
oleic  acid,  and  about  a  gallon  and  a  half  of 
alcohol.  Stir  in  order  to  properly  mix  them, 
and  then  pour  gradually  the  contents  of  the 
second  pan  into  the  first,  stirring  all  the  time 
with  a  wooden  pallet  for  about  twenty  minutes. 
When  the  mixture  is  complete,  allow  it  to  set- 

tle for  about  twenty-four  hours.  The  alcohol 
and  the  oleic  acid,  which  floats  on  the  top,  can 
be  poured  off,  and  the  precipitate  is  placed 
in  a  felt  filter,  and  submitted  to  a  strong 
pressure  in  order  to  obtain  a  solid  cake. 
This  cake  is  removed  and  dried  in  a  moder- 

ately hot  stove,  and  afterwards  reduced  to 
powder.  This  powder  is  prepared  for  use  for 
woollen  fabrics  by  mixing  and  dissolving  one 
pound  in  about  20  gallons  of  water.  For  silk, 
linen  and  other  fabrics,  one  and  a  half  pounds 
of  the  powder  will  be  required  for  every  20 
gallons  of  water.  The  solutions  are  to  be 
passed  through  a  sieve  before  dipping  the 
fabrics,  which  should  be  completely  saturated 
and  afterward  removed  and  dried,  when,  it  is 
asserted,  they  will  be  found  to  be  impervious 
to  water,  but  not  to  air. 

Painless  Extraction  of  Teeth. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Castle  [Dental  Cosmos)  observes 
that  he  has  for  thirty  years  adopted  the  plan 
of  obtunding  or  benumbing  the  extremities  of 
the  temporal  nerves,  for  painless  extraction 
of  teeth  from  their  sockets,  with  complete  suc- 

cess, never  having  used  or  countenanced  the 
exhibition  of  chloroform,  ether,  or  nitrous 
oxide  gas  for  this  minor  surgical  operation. 
The  benumbing,  or  mechanical  ancesthesia,  of 
the  temporal  branches  of  nerves,  obtuads  the 
whole  nerve  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  allow 
the  teeth  to  be  removed,  with  sensation  so 
slight  that,  if  uot  attending  a  special  surgical 
operation,  it  would  scarcely  be  noticed  by  the 
patient. 
One  of  two  modes  may  be  adopted.  By 

application  of  ice  to  the  temples  which  is 
somewhat  distressing,  the  sensation  of  cold 
striking  deeply.  The  other,  to  which  he  gives 
the  preference,  is  done  by  an  assistant,  with 
each  of  his  middle  fingers  pressing  with  per- 

sistent firmness  into  the  fossa  or  hollow  be- 
hind the  ridge  of  the  temporal  bone,  which 

forms  the  external  bone  circle  orbit  of  the 

eye.  Pressure  for  one  minute  is  all  that  is 
necessary.  The  practice  is  as  simple  as  it  is 
harmless,  and  leaves  no  after  unpleasant 
sensation  to  annoy  the  patient.  It  is  an  in- 

stinctive method  often  adopted  by  people 
themselves,  who  press  their  tsmples  with  their 
fingers  to  relieve  themselves  temporarily  of 
the  acute  paroxysms  of  nervous  headache. 
This  temporary  pressure,  with  sufficient  force, 
is  all  that  is  required  to  remove  teeth  pain- lessly. 

MARRIAGES. 

Anderson— Mileb— By  Per.  H.  W.  Forbes,  Dec.  28th, 
Dr.  Win.  M.  Anderson  and  Miss  Anna  C.  Miller,  both  of Madison  coun  y,  Jowa. 
Andrews— Campbell — Dr.  Judson  B.  Andrews,  of 

UticaN.  Y.,was  married  at  New  York  Mills,  December 
27,  1871,  to  Miss  Agnes,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel  Camp- bell, of  th^  latter  place. 
Butler— White.— December  21st,  at  the  First  Presby- 

terian church,  Stapleton,  Staten  Is  and,  by  the  Key  J.  E. 
Kockwell,  D.  D.,  Henry  L.  Butler,  r.,  and  Cornelia, 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  P.  White. 
Dunning — Morris.— January  17,  at  St.  Andrew's Church,  Philadelphia,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Alfred  Lee,  of 

Delaware,  Dr.  Er?smus  C.  Dunning,  United  States  Navy, 
and  Harriette  Shall  cross,  youngest  daughter  of  Samuel 
Morris,  of  Morisana,  Chester  County,  Pa. 
Fellows— Dgckcroet.— In  New  York,  Jan.  18th,  at  the 

residence  of  the  bride's  father,  by  Rev.  Thomas  De  Witt, D.  D.,  Robert  Fellows  and  Emma  L.  Dock  croft,  daughter 
of  William  Cockcroit,  M.  D..  all  of  that  city. 
Harshba^ger— Brown.— December  27ih,  by  the  Bev. 

J.  W.  White,  A..  S.  Harshbarger.  M.  D.,  and  Miss  M.  Liz- zie Brown,  youngest  daughter  of  Hon.  J.  M.Brown,  all of  Milroy,  Pa. 
Holbrook— Chalmers— Jan.  17 . 1872,  at  the  residence 

of  th<i  bride'j  father,  by  Rev  Dr.  Paxton,  assisted  by  Rev, Dr.  Adams,  William  C.  Holbrook,  and  Annie M.,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Chalmers,  of  New  York. 
Hoover— Brennem  an. — By  Rev.  John  Junkin  Francis, 

At  the  Presbyterian  parsonage,  Freeport,  Pa.,  Dec.  20th, 
A.  M.  Hoover,  M.  D.,  ot  Parker's  Landing,  and  Miss Allie  F.  Brenneman,  of  Freeport,  Pa. 
Loughridge— Wakefield  —At  Haimar,  Ohio,  Jan. 

1st,  Dr.  Samuel  O.  Loughridge  and  Miss  Mary  L.  Wake- field, both  of  Harmar. 
McKee— Irwin.— December  21st,  at  Greenfield,  O.,  Dr. 

R.  H.  McKee,  of  Bainbridge,  O.,  and  Miss  Lizzie  V.  Ir- win. 
Nodler— Cushing.-- -January  9th,  at  St.  Mary's  Cathe- dral, Cincinnati,  O  ,  bv  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  W. 

Nodler,  of  Indianapolis,  and  Miss  Romaine  Vinton,  second 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Z.  Cushhig,  of  Covington,  Ky. 
Ray — Wynkoop.— By  Rev.  John  Gilmore,  D<-c  27th, 

at  the  house  of  the  bride's  mother,  Dr.  Hiram  W.  Ray  and Miss  sabella  H.  Wynkoop,  all  of  Bellevue,  Iowa. 
Reynolds— David —At  Mt.  Vernon,  Ala.,  Lec.  20, 

Richard  Reynolds,  M.  D.,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Mrs.  Margaret David. 
St.  Clair— Dougherty  By  Rev.  A.  MeElwain,  Jan. 

4th,  Mr  John  P.  St.  Ciair,  son  of  Thomas  St.  Clair,  M.  D., 
and  Miss  Mattie  J.,  daughter  of  J.  R.  Dougherty,  Esq  ,  all of  Indiana,  Pa. 
Tucker— Magofein.—  At  Ex-Gov.  Magoffin's,  near 

Harrodsl'Urg,  Ky.,  January  10,  Dr.  D.  C.  Tucker,  of  Dan- ville, and  Miss  Annie  Maguffin. 

DEATHS. 
Alcorn.— In  Alleghany,  Pa.,  Dec.  27th,  1871,  "  Mattie/' infant  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  P.  and  M.  H.  Alcorn. 
Wisher — At  >ew  Brunswick.  N.  J.,  Jan.  1st,  Nettie  S. 

Fisher,  daughter  ot  Dr.  J.  C.  Fisher,  aged  21  years. 
Horton  —  Tn  Terryown.  Pa.,  on  the  7th  inst.,  Miss 

Nancy  T.,  daughter  of  Dr.  G.  F  and  Abigail  Horton,  aged twenty-five  years. 
Johnson— \t  Cambridge  City,  Ind  ,  January  4th,  Dr. 

Natuan  Johnson,  aged  77  vears  and  21  days. 
Tobey  —  At  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  December  30th,  Dr.  Phil- ander G.  Tobey,  in  his  73d  year. 
Troost. —  At  Marcus  Hook,  Delaware  county,  Pa.,  on 

the  3d  inst.,  of  confluent  small-pox,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Troost, 
in  her  60th  year.  She  had  an  attack  of  the  tame  disease fiifteen  yean  ago. 
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COMPOUND     COMMINUTED  FRAC- 
TURE OF  THE  RIGHT  LEG- in  the 

VICINITY  OF  THE  ANKLE-JOINT,  BADLY 
UNITED,  WITH  GREAT  DEFORMITY  OF  THE 
LEG  AND  FOOT — CARIES  OF  BOTH  TIBIA 
AND  FIBULA  AT  THE  SEAT  OF  FRACTURE 
— RESTORED  TO  PERFECT  USEFULNESS. 

By  A.  G.  Walter,  M.  D., 
Of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Balthasar  Stoeckiager,  set.  40  years;  resident 

of  Mullers'Alley,  11th  Ward,  Pittsburg  -.labor- 
er; of  nervous  temperament;  small  stature  ; 

slim  body  ;  hereditary  phthisical  constitution ; 
dry,  teasing  cough  during  the  winter  months. 
Was  struck  while  at  work,  fourteen  months 
ago,  by  a  heavy  mass  of  iron  upon  the  outer 
face  of  the  right  limb,  above  and  at  the  ankle- 
joint,  fracturing  the  fibula  two  or  three  inches 
above  the  malleolus  externus,  also  fracturing 
the  tibia  above  the  malleolus  mternus.  The 
skin  and  aponeurotic  coverings  were  torn  for 
the  space  of  three  inches  above  the  malleolus 
externus  in  the  longitudinal  axis  of  the  limb, 
and  also  in  a  transverse  direction  to  the  extent 
of  two  inches  above  the  internal  malleolus. 
Considerable  bleeding  followed  the  injury. 
The  patient  was  removed  from  the  work- 

shop, where  the  accident  happened,  to  his 
home,  and  medical  assistance  at  once  sum- 

moned. The  limb  was  cleaned  and  put  into 
a  box,  with  wet  cloths  as  a  dressing.  This 
constituted  the  treatment  for  the  first  week, 
after  which  a  wire  splint  was  substituted  for 
the  box— the  limb  being  kept  in  a  swing.  It 
was  kept  in  this  position  for  four  months,  at 
the  expi-ution  of  which  time  it  was  laid  on  a 

pillow,  and  the  patient  for  the  first  time  al- 
lowed to  change  from  the  recumbent  to  the 

sitting  posture. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  suppuration  from 

the  wounds,  cicatrization  proceeding  but 
slowly,  as  the  system  suffered  greatly  from  the 
continued  drain  incident  to  cutaneous,  fascial 
and  bony  destruction.  Six  months  having 
thus  passed,  nature  had  succeeded  in  repairing 
so  far  the  injury  that  large  fistulous  openings 
only  remained  at  the  seat  of  the  fracture, 
still  disehargiug  ill-conditioned  pus,  and  giving 
evidence  of  deep-seated  ulceration.  In  thia 
condition  the  patient  was  left  by  his  medical 
attendant,  who  assured  him,  as  did  other  prac- 

titioners who  had\  called  from  time  to  time, 
that  eventually  cicatrization  and  recovery 
would  take  place.  This,  however,  did  not 
take  place,  as  fourteen  months  after  the  re- 

ceipt of  the  injury  the  same  ulcerative  destruc- 
tion of  bony  structure  continued,  together 

with  such  an  aggravated  dsformity  of  the 
leg  and  foot  that  the  use  of  the  limb,  even  if 
healed,  would  be  entirely  out  of  the  question. 
Thus  far  I  have  detailed  the  history  of  the 

case  as  received  from  the  patient  and  his 
friends,  when  my  services  were  requested. 
At  that  time  the  condition  of  the  man  and 
his  limb  was  as  follows  : 

It  was  but  natural  that  protracted  confine- 
ment, associated  with  the  great  shock  and  the 

continuous  drain  upon  the  system  in  an  un- 
healthy and  feeble  constitution,  should  have 

left  unmistakable  marks  upon  his  person  as  ev- 
idences of  the  prolonged  struggle  of  nature's 

innate  recuperative  powers  against  an  injury 
of  so  grave  a  character,  and  so  little  aided,  if 

aided  at  all,  by  surgical  assistance.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  his  condition  for  anemia.  A  feeble, 

quick  pulse,  impaired  digestion,  and  flaccid 
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muscles,  portrayed  the  waste  which  his  con- 
stitution had  endured  for  many  months.  But 

if  his  general  condition  gave  proof  of  protract- 
ed sufferings— enlisting  earnest  sympathy— 

his  limb  and  foot  presented  such  a  diseased 
and  crippled  condition  as  to  well  nigh  cause  a 
conservative  surgeon  to  despair  of  affording 
relief  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances* 
and  to  decide  at  once  on  amputation  as  the 

safest  and  speediest  means  of  ridding  the  sys- 
tem of  the  continued  irritation  incident  to 

Caries  of  the  tibio  fibular-astragalean  articula- 
tion, and  the  patient  of  a  limb  which,  to  all 

appearances,  would  be  useless  for  locomotive 
purposes.  There  was  knock-knee,  due  to  the 
mal-position  in  which  the  limb  had  been  al- 

lowed to  rest,  and  great  deformity  at  the 
ankle-joint — the  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  fibula 
not  having  been  reduced — the  result  was  a 
deep  curve  on  the  outer  face  of  the  limb  above 
the  malleolus  externus,  while  the  lower  part 
of  the  tibia  and  malleolus  internus  were  very 
prominent  along  the  inner  face  of  the  limb. 
The  greatest  amount  of  deformity,  however, 
was  found  in  the  foot,  it  representing  the 

most  aggravated  species  pes-equinus.  The 
heel  was  retracted  about  six  inches,  with  rigid 
contraction  of  the  tendo-achillis ;  the  fore  part 
of  the  foot,  along  with  the  toes,  was  curved 
toward  the  sole  of  the  foot,  not  admitting  of 
the  least  extension,  in  consequence  of  the 
rigidity  of  the  palmar  fascia  and  the  flexors 
of  the  toes.  Voluntary  motion  of  both  flexors 
and  extensors  of  the  foot  and  toes  were  en- 

tirely lost. 

A  general  rigidity  pervaded  the  entire 
osseous,  tendinous  and  aponeurotic  apparatus, 
the  high  degree  of  phlogistic  action  having 
matted  all  the  parts  solidly  together.  Thus 
the  uselessness  of  the  foot  was  apparent,  as  in 
the  standing  position  the  dorsal  surface  of  the 
curved  toes  touched  the  ground  instead  of  the 
plantar  one.  Cicatrization  had  proceeded  so 
far  at  the  seat  of  the  injury  as  to  leave  only 
a  superficial  ulcerative  surface,  about  one 
inch  in  diameter,  with  fistulous  openings 
above  the  malleolus  externus.  Upon  intro- 

ducing a  probe,  it  passed  readily  toward  the 
malleolus  internus,  and  downward  into  the 
tibio-astragalean  articulation,  which  had 
become  a  cavity  one  and  one-half  inches  in 
extent.  There  was  also  caries  of  the  mal- 

leolus externus  and  the  lower  surface  of  the 
tibia  and  astragalus.  There  was  considerable 

new  osseous  deposit  at  the  seat  of  the  frac- 
ture, which  added  greatly  to  the  deformity  in 

that  locality — the  bones  being  firmly  united 
in  their  malposition,  and  it  was  only  by  forced 
manipulation  that  hardly  any  motion  could  be 
detected  at  the  ankle-joint.  The  foot  had 
become  smaller  than  its  fellow,  and  was  cold 
and  bereft  of  normal  sensibility. 
Under  such  unfavorable  circumstances,  was 

it  reasonable  to  suppose  or  entertain  the  hope 
that  conservative  means  would  be  availing  in 
parts  thus  vitally  injured  and  bereft  of  nervous 
energy  and  proper  nutrition  ?  Was  there  nofc 
risk  to  the  life  of  the  limb  and  that  of  the 
patient  to  be  apprehended  by  subjecting  the 
limb  to  the  resection  of  several  carious  bones, 
the  subcutaneous  section  of  contracted  ten- 

dons and  fascise,  and  brisement  force  necessary 
to  remove  the  deformity,  and  of  taxing  anew 
the  feeble  powers  of  life  with  the  irritation 
and  drain  of  the  system  which  must  follow 
such  extensive  resection  and  forced  manipu- 

lation ? 

The  careful  consideration  of  these  questions 
was  of  paramount  importance  not  only  to  the 
patient  but  to  the  surgeon.  To  the  patient 
the  interest  was  vital;  and  to  the  surgeon,  in 
case  of  failure,  reputation  would  be  at  stake, 
to  be  followed  by  reproach  in  the  face  of  an 
array  of  medieal  testimony  deeming  amputa- 

tion of  the  injured  limb  not  only  justifiable, 
but  imperatively  demanded.  Grave,  however, 
as  these  considerations  were  in  regard  to  the 
successful  issue  of  the  case,  yet  encouraged  by 
ample  experience  in  the  conservative  field, 
and  deeply  sympathizing  with  the  poor  and 
afflicted  patient,  I  resolved  to  resort  to  con- 

servative treatment  in  preference  to  amputa- 
tion. With  this  view  several  weeks  of  pre- 

paratory treatment  were  instituted  for  the 
purpose  of  recuperating  the  vital  energies  of 
the  system  and  of  locally  restoring  more  vig- 

orous arterial  circulation  in  the  limb.  Tonics, 
stimulants  and  a  nutritious  diet  were  called 
into  requisition,  while  the  foot  and  leg  were 
kept  enveloped  in  a  warm  linseed-meal  poul- 

tice—the patient  being  allowed  to  walk  on 
crutches,  in  order  to  favor  a  free  entrance  of 
blood  into  the  injured  limb. 

This  preparatory  treatment  had  the  desired 
effect,  as  strength  had  returned  with  the  in- 

crease of  appetite  and  circulation,  the  pulse 
having  gaiued  in  volume  and  lost  in  frequency, 
and  all  the  functions  appeared  normal  (the 
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dry,  teasing  cough  remaining),  the  limb  too 
haying  recovered  proper  temperature  and 
sensibility. 

On  November  13th,  1870,  the  proposed 
operation  for  the  relief  of  the  patient  was  per- 

formed. Dr.  Gkeenawald,  of  this  city, 
kindly  superintended  the  administration  of 
chloroform.  The  patient,  after  a  few  minutes 
of  inhalation,  fell  into  a  quiet  sleep  with  res- 

piration and  circulation  undisturbed.  As  soon 
as  anaesthesia  was  obtained  the  tendo  achillis 
was  subcutaneously  divided.  Same  caution 
was  required  during  its  section,  as  plastic  de- 

posit had  matted  it  firmly  to  the  skin  and  the 
surrounding  cellular  tissue.  The  tendo  tibialis 
anticus,  the  flexor  communis  digitorum,  brevis 
and  flexor  pollicis  longus  with  the  fascia  plant- 
aris  were  next  subcutaneously  divided,  as  they 
were  found  structurally  contracted.  An  inci- 

sion was  then  made  in  the  longitudinal  axis  of 
the  limb  across  the  fistulous  openings  of  the 
fibula  three  inches  in  extent,  while  two  trans- 

verse ones  were  made  at  the  extremities,  each 
one  and  a  half  inches  long,  intersecting  the 
first.  The  flaps  thus  formed  were  reflected 
by  a  bone  chisel,  the  periosteum  being 
carefully  saved ;  the  new  involucrum  of  the 
fibula  was  freely  exposed.  Two  buttons  were 
removed  from  this  new  bony  deposit  with  the 
trephine,  the  intervening  portion  being  re- 

sected by  the  chisel.  Thus  room  was  gained 
for  attacking  the  carious  structure  of  the 
fibula,  tibia,  malleolus  internus  and  astragalus 
by  the  gouge.  Some  portion  of  sequestrum 
of  the  fibula  was  found  and  removed.  Great 

care  was  taken  in  detaching  all  carious  ma- 
terial. 

The  inner  face  of  the  ankle-joint,  below 
the  internal  malleolus,  was  next  perforated  to 
admit  the  passage  of  an  oiled  tent  from  the 
fibular  wound  across  the  joint.  This  pro- 

ceeding of  passing  setons  across  the  bones  in 
deep  bony  cavities,  I  may  be  here  allowed  to 
recommend  as  a  conservative  means  of  great 
importance,  for  by  the  occasional  shifting  of 
the  seton  the  discharge  of  the  debris  of  bony 
material  and  pent  up  matter  will  be  facilitated, 
while  injections,  too,  when  made  from  either 
opening,  will  assist  in  cleaning  the  bony  cavity 
and  aiding  the  reparative  process.  All  the 
carious  tissue  and  pseudo-plastic  (pyogenic) 
membrane  with  which  the  cavity  was  filled, 
having  been  carefully  removed  by  the  gouge, 
and  the  resistance  of  the  tendons  and  fascia 

having  been  overcome  by  subcutaneous  sec- 
tion, the  next  and  most  important  step — the 

restoration  of  the  foot  to  its  normal  position — 
was  proceeded  with.  Gentle,  but  steady 
force,  first  being  applied  to  the  toes,  their 
natural  position  was  restored— a  perceptible 
cracking  of  the  joints  indicating  their  libera- 

tion. The  ankle-joint  was  then  forced  into 
its  original  position,  the  remaining  shell  of 
the  tibia  and  fibula  having  been  broken.  The 
foot  had  assumed  its  rectangular  correspon- 

dence with  the  leg.  There  was  free  capillary 
bleeding  from  the  wounded  bones,  no  ligature 
being  needed,  the  astringent  effect  of  cold 
water  alone  being  sufficient  to  arrest  all  bleed- ing. 

The  large  cavity  in  the  bony  structures — 
large  enough  to  admit  a  hen's  egg — was  clear- 

ed of  blood,  and  then  freely  sponged  with  car- 
bolized oil  and  then  filled  with  lint  soaked 

in  the  same  liquid.  A  carbolized  linseed  meal 
poultice,  lukewarm,  was  then  applied  and  made 
to  envelope  the  entire  foot  and  lower  part  of 
the  leg.  The  whole  limb — foot  included — was 
then  placed  upon  a  well  padded  sheet  iron 
splint,  which  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using,  and 
secured  in  this  position  by  many  turns  of  a  flan- 

nel bandage,  from  the  toes  upward.  The 
deformity  of  the  knee  (knock-knee)  was  recti- 

fied at  the  same  time  by  lateral  splints  sup- 
porting the  joint  in  its  natural  position.  For 

the  comfort  of  the  patient,  the  limb  was  kept 
swinging.  No  bad  effects  following  the  anaes- 

thetic. Sulph.  morphia  gr.  {  was  subcutane- 
ously injected.  There  was  some  oozing  of 

blood  through  the  dressings  some  hours  later, 
which  was  speedily  arrested  by  elevating  the 
foot. 

The  patient  slept  well  the  following  night, 
reaction  being  but  moderate,  a  liberal  use  of 
wine  having  been  granted.  On  the  next  day 
the  patient  was  comfortable  beyond  expecta- 

tion, free  from  fever,  with  a  quiet  and  firm 
pulse.  No  pain  was  complained  of,  but  merely 
soreness  in  the  region  of  the  ankle  and  foot. 
As  the  bandages  were  found  stained  with 
blood,  the  dressings  were  removed  and  the 
limb  abluted  with  carbolized  water  and  the 
dressings  renewed.  There  was  no  swelling 
about  the  limb  and  no  change  visible  withtbe 
exception  of  a  slight  erythematous  blush  over 
the  dorsal  face  of  the  metatarso-phalangean 
articulation  of  the  great  toe,  associated  with  a 
burning  sensation.   The  subcutaneous  injec- 
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tion  of  morphia  was  repeated  and  a  liberal  al- 

lowance of  nutriment  and  wine  was  ordered. 
It  would  be  superfluous  to  contiDiie  the 

daily  record  of  the  case,  as  it  went  on  without 
any  unfavorable  symptom.  There  never  was 
any  fever.  Appetite  and  sleep  were  natural. 
Suppuration  proceeded  duly  hut  kindly,  and 
in  moderate  quantity,  healthy  granulations 
filling  the  bottom  of  the  deep,  bony  cavity. 
The  limb  was  but  seldom  removed  from  its 

cushioned  splint,  as  it  had  been  so  arranged 
that  cleansings  and  redressing  could  be  made 
without  disturbing  the  repose  of  the  limb.  On 
Kov.  28th  my  notes,  which  I  took  in  the 

case,report :  "That  the  wound  has  fi'led  up, the 
cavity  in  the  bones  being  obliterated ;  suppu- 

ration is  very  slight,  aod  the  granulating 
surface  looks  very  healthy.  The  tent,  how- 
over,  across  the  malleoli  is  still  retained,  elicit- 

ing a  feeling  of  bony  roughness  when  moved. 
The  deformity  of  the  knee  is  gradually  disap- 

pearing under  the  steady  pressure  of  the 
cushioned  lateral  splints.  The  foot  stands  in 
the  normal  position,  and  the  case  is  in  every 

way  gradually  approaching  perfect  recovery." 
Five  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  operation 

the  wound  in  the  ankle-joint  had  closed  ;  the 
seton,  no  longer  grating  against  rough  bone, 
was  removed.  A  shorter  splint,  embracing 
merely  the  leg  and  foot,  was  now  substituted 
for  the  long  one.  A  few  weeks  later  the  pa- 

tient was  allowed  to  walk  on  crutches.  In 
February  following  he  began  to  walk  upon 
his  foot,  free  of  pain,  with  motion  of  the 
ankle  joint  and  perfect  control  of  the  injured 
limb.  The  limb  is  still  kept  bandaged,  while 
sheet  iron  splints  support  the  lateral  faces  of 
the  leg.  The  patient  has  recovered  his  usual 
health,  and  some  months  later  was  able  to 
resume  his  occupation  as  laborer  and  support 
himself  and  family.  I  have  seen  him  repeat- 

edly since,  making  good  use  of  his  limb. 
That  the  fracture  of  the  limb  after  the  ac- 

cident had  not  been  reduced  needs  no  con- 
firmation ;  that  the  limb  had  been  left  alone 

in  nature's  trust,  unaided  by  any  intelligent 
assistance,  is  equally  certain,  and  that  if  it  had 
been  properly  treated  at  first  the  patient  would 
have  been  saved  many  mouths  of  useless  con- 

finement, discomfort  and  expenditure,  as  the 
history  of  the  case  shows  that  the  patient, 
though  apparently  of  feeble  constitution,  was 
the  possessor  of  extraordinary  recuperative 
powers,  which,  properly  aided  at  first,  must 
have  proved  as  prompt  and  effective  in  resto- 

ration at  the  time  of  the  injury  as  they  have 
proved  fourteen  months  after  the  accident. 

The  fortunate  issue  in  the  foregoing  case, 

which,  although  hoped  for  under  such  unfavor- 
able condii  ions,  and  in  the  face  too  of  the 

conjoined  opinions  of  many  medical  men  to 
the  contrary,  was  more  rapid  and  complete 
than  could  have  been  expected,  and  deserves 
to  be  placed  in  the  wreath  of  laurels  which 
conservative  surgery  has  achieved. 

Gratified  with  greater  success  in  the  case 
than  he  had  reason  to  anticipate,  the  surgeon 
may  lay  a  higher  claim  on  his  exertions  than 
he  is  justly  entitled  to,  overlooking  the  fact 
that  it  is  to  the  intrinsic  and  wonderfully  re- 

cuperative powers  of  nature  that  justly  be- 
longs the  first  and  greatest  homage  for  such 

happy  results.  Like  a  victorious  general  who, 
fonding  himself  on  the  success  of  tactics  and 
maneuvers,  which  he  supposed  had  led  hii 
army  to  victory,  meanwhile  forgetting  that  to 
the  spirit  and  bravery  of  the  men  under  his 
command  his  success  was  mainly  due,  so  too 
with  the  surgeon  who,  elated  by  fortunate  re- 

sults in  such  cases,  may  fail  to  give  nature  her 
proper  due,  instead  of  only  reserving  to  him- 

self the  glory  of  having  been  able  to  serve 
her  intelligently.  Successes  in  cases  like  the 
one  narrated  will  serve  as  broad  landmarks 
in  the  surgical  field,  and  should  stimulate  the 
votaries  of  surgical  science  to  a  still  greater 

faith  and  a  stronger  dependence  on  nature's 
curative  powers. 
May  we  not  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far 

distant  when  medical  men,  more  fully  im- 
pressed with  this  view,  will  labor  in  their  avo- 

cation as  true  and  diligent  ministers  of  nature. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the  science  of 
medicine  become  simplified  and  easier  of  prac- 

tice, and  surgery  will  have  attained  to  that 
high  position,  which  with  rapid  strides  it  is 
fast  approaching — when  mutilation  in  surgical 
injuries  will  be  a  reproach ,  and  restoration  b$ 
the  rule  of  practice. 

PUERPERAL  MANIA. 

By  M.  M.  Brown,  M.  D. 
[Read  before  the  Tompkins  County  (N.  Y  )  Medical 

Society,  June  25,  1871. 
This  melancholy  disease  is  one  that  does 

nnt  occur  very  often,  and  it  is  well  that  it 
does  not,  for  by  its  rare  occurrence  the  phy- 

sician, as  well  as  the  friends  of  the  patient, 
escape  much  embarrassment.  I  have  seen 
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but  few  cases  in  the  years  that  I  have  been 
engaged  in  the  actual  practice  of  medicine, 
and  shall  not  murmur  if  I  never  behold  anoth- 

er. It  is  dreadful  in  my  estimation  for  a 
mother  to  be  bereft  of  her  reason  at  a  time 
when  she  so  much  needs  to  be  clothed  in  her 
right  mind. 

The  case  which  I  propose  to  consider  now 
is  replete  with  interest  to  the  medical  man 
for  several  reasons. 

I  was  called  October  3d,  1870,  to  visit  Mrs. 
M.,  in  the  town  of  Dry  den,  who  had  been 
confined  some  ten  weeks  previously,  having 
given  birth  to  a  vigorous  boy.  She  was  put 
to  bed  by  Dr.  B  ,  of  Lansing,  who  stated  to 
the  friends,  while  in  attendance,  that  the  pre- 

sentation was  unnatural,  aud  he  should  be 
obliged  to  turn  the  child  before  it  could  be 
delivered.  It  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
patient  was  seemingly  doing  well  when  the 
doctor  left  her.  It  was  noticeable  shortly 
thereafter,  however,  that  she  was  not  in  her 
right  mind.  She  did  not  rave,  but  persistently 
refused  to  take  food  or  drink  and  acted  very 

strangely,  stating  that  "  she  should  not  live 
and  that  she  wanted  to  die."  She  paid  no  at- 

tention to  her  child,  and  never  caressed  it  for 
one  moment  till  a  few  days  before  she  died, 
when  she  wished  it  brought  to  her  bed,  simply 
giving  it  a  fond  look  and  then  motioning  it 
from  her. 

She  refused  to  talk,  and  only  communicated 
her  wishes  by  writing  aud  motions.  When 
asked  why  she  did  not  talk  and  eat,  she  poiut- 
ed  to  her  throat,  and  then  wrote  that  her 

"gullet  was  stopped  up."  By  direction  of 
Dr.  B.  she  was  not  compelled  to  eat,  he 
stating  to  the  friends  that  nature  would  de- 

mand food  in  due  season.  The  doctor  bled 
her  once  in  both  arms,  at  what  period  in  her 
sickness  I  am  not  able  to  state.  He  did  it — 
so  the  family  informed  me — because  the  pa- 

tient would  not  be  satisfied  till  it  was  done. 
Bat  very  little  milk  was  secreted  in  the 

patient's  breasts,  and  the  child  was  fed  from 
a  nursing  bottle.  The  bowels  were  very  in- 

active, and  little  passed  them  from  the  very 
first.  She  was  treated  by  Dr.  L.  of  Etna,  for 
a  short  time,  and  with  no  better  success  than 
Dr.  B.  of  Lansing.  He  failed  to  make  the 
patient  eat  or  take  medicine.  So  much  for  the 
history  of  the  case  as  learned  from  her  rela- 
tives. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Wheeler  was  in  council  with 
me  when  I  first  saw  the  lady,  and  he  made  a 

thorough  examination  and  learned  in  part  the 
history  above  given.  We  found  her  skin  dry 
and  hot,  her  pulse  weak  and  frequent ;  her 
tongue  dry  and  coated  brown  in  the  center, 
with  fiery  red  edges;  sordes  on  her  lips  and 
teeth;  excessive  fetor  of  breath;  tenderness 
of  epigastrium  and  hypogastrium ;  breathing 
rapid ;  head  hot ;  eyes  glaring,  and  dilated 
pupils.  She  had  in  reality  been  starved  to 
death,  having  eaten  nothing  for  thirty-one 
days.  The  only  nourishment  she  had  taken 
during  the  time  was  per-rectum. 

Her  bowels  had  not  moved  for  two  weeks, 
though  she  had  frequent  injections  of  warm 
water  and  beef  tea;  her  urine  was  scanty  and 

high  colored,  with  brick-dust  sediment.  I  dis- 
covered white  flocula  also  floating  in  it ;  no 

doubt  degenerated  mucus.  She  had  experi- 
enced much  difficulty  in  voiding  her  water, 

and  I  was  compelled  toward  the  last  of  her 
illness  to  use  the  catheter.  We  gave  the 
friends  but  little  encouragement,  but  thought 
if  she  could  be  made  to  eat  and  take  medicine 
she  had  one  chance  in  fifty,  or  such  a  matter, 
of  recovering.  She,  no  doubt,  was  suffering 
somewhat  from  uremic  poisoning,  when  we 
first  saw  her.  I  had  no  such  remedies  with 
me  as  I  wished  to  prescribe,  thinking  when  I 
went  there  that  I  was  only  called  for  an  opin* 
ion. 

I  visited  her  the  next  day,  however,  and 
prescribed  pyrophosphate  of  iron,  chlorate  of 
potassa,  and  Fowler's  solution;  the  iron  to 
be  taken  in  the  morning,  the  potassa  at  noon, 
and  the  arsenite  of  potassa  at  night— all  to  be 

given  in  milk  or  beef-tea. 
On  my  second  visit  I  approached  her  with 

the  child  in  my  arms,  and  tried  to  get  into  her 
good  graces,  but  failed  to  elicit  any  attention 
from  her.  I  praised  her  babe,  and  told  her 
I  had  come  to  cure  her,  that  she  might  be  re- 

stored to  her  friends  in  her  right  mind,  and 
thus  be  able  to  bless  her  ch  Id  as  it  grew  up 
to  manhood.  She  wrote  on  a  scrap  of  paper 
that  her  mind  was  sound,  and  that  she  did  not 
wish  to  recover. 

I  saw  that  it  would  avail  me  nothing  to 
coax  her,  so  I  laid  the  child  in  the  cradle  and 
stepped  to  her  bed-side,  and  told  her  she  must 
eat,  and  trusted  she  would  do  so,  and  not  put 
me  to  the  trouble  of  forcing  food  down  her. 
I  further  told  her  that  I  had  a  set  of  straps  in 
my  buggy  that  I  used  to  tie  refractory  pa- 

tients, and  should  tie  her  if  she  refused  to 
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drink  some  milk,  or  such  food  as  I  choose  to 
give  her. 

I  ordered  her  mother  to  beat  an  egg  thor- 
oughly. I  gave  her  to  understand  that  she 

must  drink  it.  I  put  my  right  arm  around  her 
•boulders,  and  placed  the  cup  to  her  lips.  She 
forthwith  began  to  talk  in  a  boisterous  man- 

ner, which  startled  all  her  friends  immensely 
— this  being  the  first  time  she  had  spoken  for 
several  weeks. 

She  drank  a  part  of  the  egg,  and  in  three 
hours  drank  a  few  spoonfuls  of  sweet  boiled 
milk.  From  this  time  on  she  took  food  and 
medicine  till  her  death.  The  fetor  lessened 
in  her  breath,  the  sordes  left  her  teeth  and 
lips,  her  tongue  became  clean,  and  she  im- 

proved in  many  respects.  We  began  to  en- 
tertain hopes  of  her  recovery.  But  her  kid- 

neys failed  to  act,  and  she  fell  into  a  deep 
sleep,  from  the  urea  in  the  blood,  from  which 
she  never  awoke. 

The  pathology  and  history  of  this  fearful 
disease  are  familiar  to  you  all,  no  doubt,  and 
comments  thereon  by  one  who  has  had  so 
limited  an  experience  as  myself  would  be 
taking  your  valuable  time  for  no  material 
purpose.  I  have  no  doubt,  though,  that  the 
primary  cause  of  this  woman's  insanity  was 
disease  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes, 
superinduced  by  toxemia  of  the  blood.  To- 

ward the  last  she  rolled  her  eyes  fearfully, 
and  had  occasional  stral  ismus.  There  must 
have  been  effusion  of  serum  into  the  ven- 
tricles. 
The  late  Dr.  Bedford,  of  New  York,  gives 

it  as  his  opinion  that  pueperal  mania,  in  many 
instances,  has  its  origin  in  the  brain  and  its 
membranes.  The  symptoms  indicating  the 
phrenitis,  he  says,  are  as  above  given,  viz. : 
rapid  pulse,  hot,  drv  skin,  dry  tongue  with 
much  heat  in  the  head,  etc. 

EsQUiROL  claims  that  child-bed  mania  most 
commonly  is  caused  frou  prostration  of  the 
vital  powers  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system, 
caused  by  some  drain  upon  the  various  func- 

tions of  the  body,  viz. :  imperfect  assimilation 
of  food,  derangement  of  the  liver,  stomach 
and  bowels ;  also  from  excessive  nursing  of 
infant,  loss  of  blood,  leucorrboea,  etc. 
In  closing  this  article  I  shall  simply  call 

your  attention  to  three  points  of  interest : 
1st.  That  if  the  proper  means  bad  been  re- 

sorted to,  the  patient  might  have  been  com- 
pelled to  take  nourishment,  and  in  my  opinion 

her  life  have  been  saved.  2d.  She  should 

have  had  tonics,  soporifics,  nervines,  and  gen- 
tle aperients  from  the  first  of  her  illness, 

and  should  not  have  been  bled  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 3d.  Bathing  with  warm  water, 

at  least  three  times  a  week;  good  nurses 
should  have  been  constantly  in  attendance, 
and  the  gossip:ng  neighbors  should  have  been 
kept  out  of  her  apartment.  Special  attention 
should  have  been  paid  to  her  kidneys  and 
bladder.  Her  urine  should  have  been  drawn, 
or  otherwise  caused  to  flow,  at  least  one© 

every  twenty-four  hours. 

NOTES  OF  MEDICAL  CASES.  - 
By  A.  I.  Lawbaugh,  M.  D. 

Of  Phoenix.  Mich.,    late  Resident  Physician  of  Long 
Island  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

CASE  NO.  I,  GASTRALGIA. 
During  the  month  of  August,  1871,  I  was 

called  to  see  Mrs.  P.,  of  Lake  Superi@r ;  a 
spare  woman,  35  years  of  age;  married  but 
no  living  children,  all  having  died  during  in- 

fancy; temperate  in  all  respects,  except  the 
occasional  use  of  beer. 

On  my  first  and  subsequent  visits  I  gleaned 
the  following  history:  She  has,  for  the  last 
three  years,  been  a  sufferer  from  a  very  ag- 

gravated form  of  dyspepsia  ;  at  times  a  slight 
improvement,  but  no  permanent  alleviation 
of  her  suffering. 

At  the  time  of  and  previous  to  my  first  visit 
the  imperfect  action  of  the  stomach  was  shown 
by  the  following  train  of  symptoms;  loss  of 
appetite ;  tongue  slightly  ejected  in  its  papillae, 
and  a  whitish  fur  upon  it ;  there  is  frequent 
vomiting  of  the  food  taken  ;  or,  if  the  stomach 
is  empty,  the  fluid  ejected  is  watery  and  of  an 
acid  taste  and  reaction ;  bowels  irregular  ;  a 
sense  of  oppression  or  weight  over  he  epigas- 

tric region  comes  on  after  taking  food,  which 
increases  in  intensity  until  the  ingesta  are 
ejected  by  vomiting  ;  her  rest  very  irregular, 
and  sleepless  nights  are  a  common  occurrence. 

The  symptom  most  complained  of  was  a 
constant  severe  pain  in  the  epigastric  region, 
increased  on  taking  food,  not  by  pressure,  and 
never  entirely  absent.  With  all  these  symp- 

toms were  associated  great  languor  and  ex- 
haustion. 

Careful  examination  disclosed  no  apprecia- 
ble disease  or  lesion  of  any  organ  or  viscera, 

except  such  as  is  induced  when  the  great 
organ  of  assimilation  is  disordered. 
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No  organic  disease  of  the  storuach  could  be 
diagnosticated.  Gastritis,  both  acute  and 
chronic,  were  excluded  by  absence  of  fever? 
tenderness  on  touch  over  the  epigastric  re- 

gion, of  constipation,  thirst,  etc.;  gastric  ulcer, 
by  absence  of  hernatemesis,  of  localized  sore- 

ness to  the  touch  in  the  epigastric  region  ; 
gastric  cancer  by  absence  of  tumor,  of  fever, 
of  hernatemesis,  of  painful  touch,  cachexia, 
etc.  Various  forms  and  combinations  of  med- 

icine and  diet  had  been  prescribed  for  the 
patient  by  the  several  physicians  under  whose 
care  she  had  been,  such  as  prussic  acid,  bis- 

muth, nitrate  of  silver,  nitric,  and  other  acids, 
gentian,  columbo,  soda,  and  various  alkalies, 
lime  water  and  milk,  etc.,  but  all  without  any 
permanent  benefit.  I  first  faithfully  tried 
arsenic,  tincture  nux  vomica,  and  ipecac,  but 
with  no  better  success  than  my  predecessors. 
Finally  I  prescribed,  as  diet,  a  medium  slice 
of  graham  bread  with  a  wineglass  of  porter, 
to  be  taken  night  and  morning  ;  as  medication, 
I  began  giving  hypodermic  injections  of 
strychnia,  1-120  gr.  every  third  day. 

The  improvement  was  immediate  and  re- 
markable ;  patient  rested  better  the  first  night 

after  the  injection,  and  the  following  day  only 
vomited  twice  ;  after  the  second  injection  her 
diet  was  increased. 

Altogether,  four  injections  were  given  with 
the  effect  of  almost  entire  removal  of  the  gas- 
tralgia,  and  an  entire  cessation  of  the  vomit- 

ing. The  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  was  pre- 
scribed after  the  discontinuing  of  the  injections. 

The  patient  ha3  not  had  any  return  of  the 
pain  or  vomiting;  both  mental  and  physical 
condition  are  better  than  at  any  time  since 
first  attack,  nearly  three  years  ago. 
What  the  action  of  the  strychnia  was  in  the 

economy  I  will  not  attempt  to  explain,  but 
simp^  content  myself  with  a  statement  of  the 
facts.  That  it  was  purely  neurotic  in  charac- 

ter was  very  evident;  hence,  probably,  the 
curative  action  of  strychnia. 

CASE  II.— DYSPEPSIA. 
R.  S.,  set.  31,  applied  to  me  for  relief  from 

attacks  of  severe  pain  accompanied  with  vom- 
iting, generally  occurring  an  hour  or  so  after 

meals,  but  frequently  several  times  during 
the  night ;  he  could  obtain  but  little  sleep. 

His  countenance  was  natural,  but  his  mind 
dejected  ;  the  tongue  clean  ;  bowels  slightly 
constipated ;  urine  normal.  Nothing  could  be 
detected  on  palpation  of  the  abdomen,  but 
slight  pain  was  produced  in  the  epigastric 

region.  Yarious  forms  of  medication  had 
been  tried,  but  without  much  relief. 
An  easily  digested  diet  was  ordered,  with 

two  drops  of  Fowler's  solution  a  short  time 
before  each  meal.  Treatment  continued 
three  weeks  with  perfect  relief  from  all  pain- 

ful symptoms. 
CASE  III. — IRRITABLE  STOMACH. 

Maggie  L.,  a  bright  girl  of  10  years^ 
was  brought  to  me  by  her  mother  for  relief 
from  a  condition  which  had  very  much  im- 

paired the  health  and  strength  of  her  daughter. 

The  symptoms  noted  were  :  A  general  feel- 
ing of  hunger,  accompanied  by  a  sinking  sen- 

sation in  the  epigastric  region,  which  was  re- 
lieved by  taking  food,  but  as  soon  as  this  was 

taken,  and  often  even  while  engaged  in  eat- 
ing, there  would  come  on  an  urgent  desire  to 

evacuate  the  bowels. 

The  motions  were  either  solid  or  semi-solid, 
and  containing  lumps  of  partially  digested 
food  and  even  some  scarcely  more  than  masti- 

cated. Fowler's  solution  was  ordered  for 
her  in  two  drop  doses  a  short  time  before 
meals.  The  medicine  was  continued  five 

weeks,  and  a  perfect  recovery  followed.  In 
2fastralg;c  and  irritable  neurotic  conditions  of 
the  stomach  I  have  derived  much  benefit  from 

one  to  two  drop  doses  of  Fowler's  solution 
taken  on  an  empty  stomach. 

CHLOROFORM  MODIFIED  BY  WHISKY, 

By  H.  L  U.  Burritt,  M.  D., 
Of  Bridgeport,  Ct. 

I  have  been  for  some  time  trying  (since 
suggesting  the  use  of  spirits  as  a  safeguard 
from  the  effects  of  this  anaesthetic  in  the 
Reporter  several  years  ago),  the  effects  of 
large  doses  of  stimulants  in  shortening  and 
in  modifying  the  stupor  of  chloroform,  and 
making  its  effects  none  the  less  cerlain,  and 
the  danger  (as  I  consider  it),  far  less;  and  I 
have  come  to  the  following  conclusions  from 
quite  a  number  of  experimental  cases :  1. 
That  premising  the  use  of  brandy  or  whisky 
in  any  case,  the  use  of  chlorDform  is  compar- 

atively safe.  2.  That  when  a  large  quantity 
of  the  stimulant  is  given,  the  depression  is 
less,  and  the  recovery  from  the  anassthetic 
proportionally  rapid.  3.  That  the  remote 
cerebral  effects,  often  fatal  from  chloroform, 
are  less  to  be  dreaded.  I  give  these  positions 
for  the  trial  by,  and  the  approval  of,  the  pro- 
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fession,  if  they  find  the  resuUs  I  have  thus 
far.   I  give  three  illustrations. 

Mr.  L.  C.  was  operated  on  for  the  removal 
of  a  minie  ball  from  two  inches  in  depth  in 
the  upper  left  hypochondrial  region,  where  it 
had  lodged.  Having  fractured  the  scapula 
badly,  aad  having  ulcerated  its  way,  after  be- 

ing carried  eight  years,  since  the  battle  of 
the  WildernQss,  in  the  body,  beiog  ragged  in 
form,  and  having  made  itself  the  nidas  of  a 
very  large,  hard  tumor,  it  was  determined 
to  search  for  and  remove  it. 

The  man,  set.  28;  of  fair  health  and  flesh, 
and  of  light  complexion,  was  given  five 
ounces  of  whisky  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  be- 

fore the  operation,  then  three  drachms  of 
chloroform  in  the  usual  manner ;  he  showed 
evidently  the  exhilirating  effects  of  the  stim- 

ulant, and  came  under  the  power  of  the 
anaesthetic  rather  slowly  in  fifteen  minutes. 
The  incision,  evacuation  of  pus  and  ex- 

traction of  the  ball  was  about  as  long  as  to 
time ;  and  before  he  had  been  under  the  effects 
twenty  minutes  he  rallied,  arose,  called  for 
the  ball,  sat  in  a  chair,  and  seemed  lively  and 

natural  as  ever ;  head  clear,  etc.  Said :  "  I 
feel  perfectly  well,  except  for  backache,"  and 
Walked  around  the  room.  His  pulse  was 
quickened,  but  at  no  time  small  or  weak  dur- 

ing or  after  the  operation.  The  patient  was 
not  used  to  stimulants,  and  it  will  be  seen  the 
dose  was  a  large  one.  It  seemed  that  the 
man  had  been  in  no  danger  whatever  from 
the  trial ;  he  had  none  of  the  deadly  paleness, 
quick,  feeble  pulse  and  short  respiration, 
that  often  trouble  the  nerve  of  good  surgeons. 
I  believe  that  he  could  have  been  kept  under 
the  acoesthesia  an  hour,  if  necessary,  without 
the  least  danger. 

Case  II.— A  boy  cf  nine  years ;  very  pale  ; 
of  weak  constitution;  was  accidentally  shot, 
at  500  feet  distance,  by  a  small  pistol  ball, 
wbir.h  carried  with  it  pieces  of  clothing,  and 
formed  an  immense  abcess  in  the  posterior 
femoral  region  of  the  left  leg.  The  leg  was 
much  contracted  and  painful.  One  and  a  half 
ounces  of  whisky  roused  him  well  and  flushed 
his  cheeks.  In  ten  minutes  the  chloroform  ( 3 i j ) 
Was  given.  In  fifteen  minutes  the  hand  drop- 

ped and  the  incision  was  made.  Before  we 
could  evacuate  the  contents  (some  five  min- 

utes), he  rallied  and  cried  out,  withdrawing 
the  limb  ;  more  put  him  again  to  rest.  Ten 
micutes,  and  the  finger  cleared  the  immense 

cavity  of  its  contents— shreds  of  cloth,  ete. 
His  pulse  was  fuller,  stronger  and  more  reg- 

ular, and  his  color  better  after  than  before  the 
operation.  He  called  for  water,  and  drank, 
and  there  was  not  the  slighest  nausea  after 
the  operation,  nor  any  effect  perceptible  from 
the  large  quantity  of  the  chloroform  given. 

Case  III.— Mrs.  S.,  a  young  woman  set.  25  ; 
small  in  size  ;  light  complexion  and  full  habit; 
had,  after  a  natural  labor,  eyery thing  being 
clear,  and  the  case  seeming  favorable,  puer- 

peral convulsions.  The  friends  bad  given, 

before  I  saw  her,  after  the  labo^,  a  tumbler 
of  whisky  and  water  half  and  half,  as  they 
said,  as  she  complained  of  dizziness  and  other 
symptoms,  as  they  supposed  from  faintness. 
The  convulsion  was  very  violent,  and  lasted,  as 
stated  to  me,  for  half  an  hour. 

She  lay  in  a  semi-unconscious  state  with 
subsultus  ;  pulse,  112,  and  all  appearance  of 
convulsions  returning.  I  gave  3i'j  of  Squibb's 
chloroform.  She  fell  into  a  deen,  natural 
sleep;  pulse  fell  to  90,  and  in  40  minutes 
awoke  quite  bright,  asked  for  water,  and  look- 

ed natural.  As  she  had  flowed  freely  I 
ommitted  bleeding,  and  with  3j  bromide 
potass.,  daily  for  three  days  and  gruel  diet, 
made  a  good  recovery.  The  result,  so  different 
from  all  my  previous  experience,  I  think  was 
largely  due  to  the  effect  of  the  stimulant.  I 
should  mention,  however,  she  had  taken  small 
doses  of  whisky  for  a  month  before  with  her 
dinner.  I  submit  these  immature  ideas  to  the 

notice  of  the  profession. 

Hospital  Reports, 

jefferson  medical  college. 

Surgical  Clinic  of  Professor  Gross. 
December  30,  1871. 

REPORTED  BY  RALPH  M.  TOWNSEND,  M.  D. 
Synovial  Cyst  Occupying  the  Popliteal  f  pace. 
A  tall,  gaunt  farmer  of  New  Jersey,  aet.  39- 

years,  presented  himself  at  th-i  college  clinic 
suffering  with  a  tumor  in  the  popliteal  region. 
The  growth  was  first  noticed  about  nine  years 
ago,  when  it  was  as  large  as  a  hickory  nut. 
Since  that  time  it  has  grown  rapidly,  especially 
during  the  last  year,  and  at  the  date  of  his  first 
appearance  he  could  scarcely  flex  the  leg  to  a 
right  angle.  There  is  comparatively  slight 
venous  enlargement  over  the  mass;  it  fluc- 

tuates, but  there  is  no  pain  upon  pressure. 
Prolonged  exercise,  or    excessively  warm 
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weather,  makes  the  part  feel  uneasy  or  drag- 
ging- 

This  tumor  is  exactly  over  the  line  of  the 
popliteal  artery,  a  vessel  that,  with  the  ex- 

ception of  the  aorta,  is  more  liahle  to  aneur- 
ism than  any  other  artery  of  the  body  ;  a  fact 

that  is,  probably,  due  to  the  liability  of  this 
vascular  trunk  to  calcaieous  and  fatty  degen- 

eration, and  the  giv.ng  away,  as  a  conse- 
quence, of  its  internal  and  middle  tunics 

when  its  possessor  actively  exerts  himself. 
In  this  way  a  tumor  of  immense  size  may  be 
formed,  extremely  liable  to  rup.ure  and  ex- 
travasate  its  contents  into  the  surrounding 
cellular  tissue,  thus  constituting  a  diffused 
aneurism. 

Such  'in  affection  as  this  last  described  is 
most  coram  >n  between  the  ages  of  30  and  50 
years,  and,  hence,  this  man's  age  does  not 
contra  indicate  the  presence  of  such  a  lesion  ; 
but  had  this  affection  been  an  aneurism  of  the 
popliteal  artery,  it  would  undoubtedly,  left  to 
itself,  have  destroyed  this  man  long  ago. 
Furthermore,  there  is  an  absence  of  pulsa- 

tion, which  is  always  present  in  the  affection 
under  consideration. 

It  might  be  a  blood  cyst,  but  such  an  affec- 
tion is  usually  the  result  of  some  external 

violence,  and  nothing  of  that  kind  has  been 
received  in  this  case.  From  the  history  of 
the  case,  therefore,  the  lecturer  took  it  for 
granted  that  the  affection  was  a  synovial  cyst 
or  bursa  mucosa,  formed  in  connection  with 
one  of  the  tendons  in  this  situation. 

Several  operations  for  the  relief  of  such  an 
affection  may  be  performed.  1.  The  sac  may 
be  punctured,  its  contents  evacuated,  and 
then  injected  with  some  irritant  fluid,  as  one 
drachm  and  a-half  of  the  tincture  of  iodine  to 
three  drachms  of  water,  to  provoke  oblitera- 
tive  inflammation.  2.  A  seton  might  be  in- 

troduced. 3.  By  a  free  incision  the  sac  could 
be  laid  open  and  a  tent  introduced  to  cause 
deep  sealed  granulation.  4.  Instead  of  intro- 

ducing a  plain  tent,  lint  wet  with  equal  parts 
of  the  liquor  of  the  subsulphate  of  iron  and 
water  could  be  used.  Dissection  of  such  a 
tumor  is  not  to  be  thought  of,  for  although  it 
does  not  probably  extend  into  the  joint,  yet  it 
4ies  in  such  close  contact  that  the  intensity  of 
inflammation  provoked  by  its  removal  might 
readiiy  extend  into  the  articulation. 
An  incision  was  made  into  the  sac,  and  a 

quantity  of  sero-sanguinolent  fluid  escaped. 
After  its  contents  had  been  thoroughly  evacu- 

ated, lint  wet  with  Monsel's  solution  and 
water,  in  the  proportion  above  given,  were 
plugged  into  the  interior  of  the  sac.  The 
man  was  immediately  put  to  bed,  given  half 
a  grain  of  morphia  subcutaneously,  and  the  leg 
placed  in  a  flexed,  easy  position,  and  covered 
with  a  strong  solution  of  lead  and  opium. 

A  tumor  in  this  situation,  although  uncon- 
nected with,  mightreceive  the  pulsations  of,  the 

popliteal  artery,  and  thus  mislead  the  surgeon. 
The  history  of  the  case,  in  such  an  event, 

would  have  much  to  do  with  confirming  the 
diagnosis. 

[Jan.  13,  1872—  This  patient,  previous  to 
leaving  the  hosnital,  was  brought  before  the 
class  by  Prof.  Pancoast,  to  show  the  result 
of  the  operation  performed  by  Prof.  Gross. 
The  parts  occupied  by  the  tumor  and  its  li- 

quid contents  are  entirely  filled  up  by  granu- 
lations, and  the  operation  has,  therefore,  heen 

attended  by  complete  success.  Prof.  Pan- 
ccmst,  in  a  few  remarks,  said  he  regarded 
this  tumor  as  some  elongation  of  the  proper 
synovial  membrane  of  the  joint.   E.  M.  T  ] 

Sebaceous  Tumor. 

Mrs.  E.  S.,  set.  48  years,  has  a  lump  upon 
the  forehead,  which  has  existed  for  two  years  ; 
it  looks  like  a  red  gooseberry.  It  is  inflamed, 
pains,  and  causes  fire  to  fly  before  the  eves. 
It  is  growing,  and  demands  removal.  This 
affection  is  simplv  an  inflammation  of  a  seba- 

ceous follicle,  with  retention  of  its  secretion. 
A  tumor  of  this  kind  is  popularly  known  as  a 
wen;  but  among  professional  men  the  differ- 

ent character  of  its  walls  and  contents  has 
caused  it  to  be  variously  denominated  en- 

cysted, atheromatous,  melicerie,  steatoma- 
tous,  and  follicular.  A  molluscous  tumor, 
called  from  its  resemblance  to  the  knot  on 
the  bark  of  a  map  e  tree,  is  developed  by  in- 

flammation of  the  sebaceous  glands,  and  as  a 
consequence  thereof,  rapid  secretion  and  ac- 
cumulation. 

Such  a  tumor  is  generally  of  a  round  or  oval 
shape,  ot  a  soft,  spongy  consistence,  aud  of  a 
reddish-brown  color.  It  is  most  commonly 
met  with  in  adults,  although  children  are  fre- 

quently subject  to  it.  A  sebaceous  tumor,  on 
the  contrary,  owes  its  primary  origin  to  some 
obstruction  of  the  mouth  of  its  follicle.  The 
retained  matier  gradually  increasing  in  quan- 

tity, presses  upon  and  expands  the  gland  wall, 
until  the  latter  may  finally  attain  the  s^ze  of 
an  orange.  The  contents  of  the  tumor  vari- 

ously consist  of  the  true  sebaceous  matter, 
hairs  and  calculous  material,  as  phosphate 
and  carbonate  of  lime. 

In  recent  cases  the  wall  of  the  sebaceous 
tumor  is  generally  soft  and  delicate,  but  it 
afterward  becomes  thick,  tough  and  fibrous. 
Childhood  is  the  most  common  time,  for  the 
development  of  these  formations  Thorough 
excision  is  the  only  remedy  for  a  growth  of 
this  kind,  as  any  portion  of  the  cyst  wall  left 
will  become  the  nidus  of  a  new  formation. 

[A  single  incision  was  now  made  across  the 
tumor  down  to  its  walls,  and  the  flaps  on  each 
side  carefully  dissected  back.  In  endeavoring 
to  enucleate  the  growth  the  sac-wall  burst,  and 
the  cheesey  contents  were  discharged.  This 
made  the  remaining  dissection  of  the  sae 
somewhat! edious.  Prof.  Pakcoast,  in  deal- 

ing with  this  kind  of  tumor,  says  that  when- ever he  feels  that  the  contents  are  soft  and 
mushy,  he  is  persuaded  that  the  sac-wall  is  in 
the  same  condition,  and  in  these  cases  he  does 
not  attempt  dissection,  but  makes  an  incision 
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right  through  the  tumor,  turns  out  its  con- 
tents, and  then  thoroughly  scrapes  its  inte- 
rior. When  the  contents  of  the  tumor  are  of 

greater  density  he  makes  a  curvilinear  inci- 
sion in  the  skin  and  then  dissects  down  under 

the  tumor ;  this  procedure  enables  him  to 
finally  turn  back  the  curvilinear  skin  flaps 
with  the  tumor  adherent  to  its  under  surface, 
whence  it  is  easily  removed.— R.  M.  T.] 

After  showing  the  successful  results  of  some 
old  cases,  previously  reported  in  these  pages, 
Professor  Gross  announced  to  the  class  that 
this  would  be  his  last  clinic  during  the  contin- 

uance of  the  present  session  of  lectures.  The 
revalence  of  the  small-pox  has  made  the  clinic 
arren  of  country  cases,  thus  depriving  the 

[Vol.  xxvi. class,  probably,  of  the  chance  of  witnessing 
many  capital  operations ;  but  the  cases  that 
have  been  brought  into  the  arena  are  those 
that  will  first  demand  the  skill  and  attention 
of  those  who  will  so  soon  wrap  themselves  in 
the  cloak  of  the  profession  and  take  upon 
themselves  the  active  duties  of  the  practice  of 
medicine.  There  has  not  been  a  single  death 
among  all  the  cases  treated.  In  closing,  the 
professor  said:  "I  thank  you  most  cordially 
for  the  courtesy  shown  me  in  this  room  daring 
the  present  term.  You  have  been  most  orderly 
and  gentlemanly.  My  very  illustrious  col- 

league, Professor  Pa^coast.  will  take  my 
place  to  give  you  the  results  of  his  vast  expe- 

rience." 

Editorial  Department. 

On  Sick-Headache. 

Dr.  Samuel  Wilks,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  F.  R.  S., 
Physician  to  and  Lecturer  on  Medicine  at 
Guy's  Hospital  writes  in  the  British  Medical Journal : 

The  subject  of  sick-headache  is  one  in  which 
I  take  a  personal  interest,  having  been  a 
martyr  to  it  all  my  life,  and  having,  in  conse- 

quence, too  often  had  to  compare  notes  with 
those  who  have  been  like  sufferers  with  my- 

self, whether  they  have  been  friends  or  pa- 
tients. It  is  important  to  possess  a  correct 

idea  of  what  is  intended  by  the  name,  for  I 
have  often  met  with  medical  men  who  have 
no  other  knoweledge  of  a  sick-headache  than 
what  is  implied  in  the  term  bilious  attack,  or 
the  headache  which  follows  the  eating  too 
food  a  dinner.  A  headache  following  a  de- 
auch  or  too  much  wine  is  common  enough, 

and  may  happen  to  any  one;  al  o  the  head- 
ache in  peculiar  idiosyncracies,  from  eating 

eome  special  article  of  diet,  and  which,  prob- 
ably, has  a  gouty  origin.  Bat  the  true  sick- 

headache,  which  I  take  is  almost  equivalent 
to  hemicrania  or  migraine,  is  a  purely  nervous 
affection,  and  occurs  generally  in  the  most 

temperate  livers,  and  "thus  is  often  totally misapprehended  by  those  who  only  think  of 
headache  as  a  symptom  of  stomach-disorder. 
It  is  for  the  most  part  hereditary,  runs  in 
families,  and  is  due  to  a  peculiar  nervous  tem- 

perament. Whatever  produces  a  strong  im- 
pression on  the  nervous  system  of  such  an  one 

pred  sposed  will  cause  an  attack,  and  it  may 
thus  be  induced  in  a  hundred  different  wajs. 
Consequent y  the  sufferers  from  this  com- 

plaint often  make  it  the  whole  business  of  life 
to  avoid  moving  a  single  step  out  of  the  even 
tenor  of  their  way,  so  as  to  prevent  as  far  as 
possible,  even  concurrence.  The  visit  to  the 
theatre,  the  concert-room,  or  the  dinner-party, 
is  always  followed  by  headache,  for  the  ex- 

citement, the  altered  temperature*  or  vitiated 
air,  are  all  equal  to  its  production  ;  but  even 
less  than  these  is  sufficient,  for  any  strong  im- 

pression on  the  special  nerves  will  produce  it. 
as  a  loud  noise,  an  hour's  visit  to  a  picture- 
gallery,  looking  through  the  microscope,  odors 
of  various  kinds,  as  of  spriog  flowers,  and 
even  the  testing  of  some  substances ;  also  ex*  j 
posure  of  the  body  to  the  sun  or  a  strong 
wind;  moreover,  various  moral  causes  and 
worry  are  sure  to  be  followed  by  the  familiar 
headache. 

The  true  cause,  then,  of  sick-headache,  lies 
deep  in  the  patient's  idiosyncracy,  and  is  de- 

veloped by  a  hundred  different  causes.  The 
advice,  then,  to  sufferers  is  to  give  as  much 
tone  as  they  can  to  their  nerves  by  adopting 
all  those  methods  which  experience  has 
shown  to  be  good,  and  then  avoid,  as  far  as  is 
practicable,  all  those  causes  which  are  known 
to  excite  an  attack.  I  need  scarcely  describe 
a  sick-headache — how  one  rises  in  the  morn- 

ing more  dead  than  aliye,  perfectly  unable  to 
swallow  the  smallest  particle  of  food,  and 
often  perhaps  actually  sick ;  how  the  head 
throbs,  and  the  pain  increased  by  the  slightest 
movement;  how  speaking  or  doing  is  a  bur- 

den beyond  bearing;  how  one  prays  to  De 
left  alone  in  the  utmost  quiet,  so  that  he  may, 
if  possible,  sleep.  To  other  persons  the  suf- 

ferer looks  extremely  ill,  very  pale,  dark 
around  the  eyes,  and  with  contracted  pupil. 
To  himself  his  head  feels  hot,  and  the  applica- 

tion of  cold  is  much  refreshing.  The  clammi- 
ness in  the  mouth,  the  nausea,  and  general 

gastric  disturbance,  are  secondary,  and  have 
no  connection  with  any  improper  meal,  and 
thus  is  in  no  way  relieved  by  the  too  frequent 
and  ignorantly  administered  purgative.  This 
is  not  needed,  and  has  no  good  result.  The 
only  remedies  which  are  of  any  avail  are  those 
which  act  on  the  nervous  system,  such  as  hot 
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3  tea  and  coffee ;  or,  after  the   stomach  is 
3  quieter,  and  the  more  urgent  symptoms  have 
9  passed  off,  a  little  wine  or  ammonia.   If  the 
headache  take  more  the  form  of  hemicrania, 
"  then  remedies  are  occasionally  useful,  as  the 
"local  application  of  the  bisulphide  of  carbon. 
'  or  galvanism,  and  internally  the  bromide  of 
I  potassium.   This  is  the  only  drug  which  I 
1  nave  really  seen  to  be  serviceabie.  Whilst 
i  the  nausea  exists  and  the  worst  symptoms 
j  prevail,  even  this  remedy  is  of  no  avail.  So 
'  little  can  we  prejudge  the  value  of  medicines, 
1  that  I  have  even  been  willing  to  administer 
1  any  remedy  which  can  be  proposed  ;  and  thus 
not  long  ago  I  myself  swallowed  with  great 
faith  a  specific  powder  sent  me  by  a  friend 
from  Vancouver's  Island;  but,  alas  !  it  must 
be  catalogued  with  all  other  remedies  for  sick- 
headache — it  was  useless.   As  regards  tea 
and  coffee,  which  often  relieve,  it  is  possible 
that  these  and  ether  stimulants,  taken  in  ex- 

cess, render  the  nervous  system  more  suscep- 
|  tible  to  the  attacks;  and  I  believe  I  am  right 
I  in  saying  that  it  was  Mr.  Martyn,  of  Bromp- 
ton,  who  informed  me  of  rnoie  than  one  per- 

|  son  who  had  entirely  lost  his  headache  from 
leaving  these  off. 
The  various  influences  spoken  of,  acting 

through  the  different  parts  of  the  nervous 
system,  impress  immediately  the  sympathetic, 
and  so  alter  the  current  of  blood  through  the 
head  ;  thus,  while  the  face  is  pale,  the  larger 
vessels  are  throbbing,  the  head  is  hot,  and 
the  remedies  which  instinct  suggests  are  cold 
and  pressure  to  the  part.  In  fact,  of  all  the 
means  which  have  been  used  to  cure  this 
trouble,  the  only  one  on  which  we  can  rely  to 
procure  relief  is  the  wet  bandage  tied  tightly 
round  the  head.  The  method  must  be  in- 

stinctive, for  it  is  universal,  and  has  been 
from  all  time.  As  our  Shakespeare  is  often 
quoted  to  illustrate  the  morbid  states  of  the 
body  as  well  as  the  passions  of  the  mind,  he 
may  be  again  conjured  up  to  testify  to  the 
ancient  practice  o!  which  I  have  been  speak- 

;  ing.  For  example,  in  the  scene  between 
Hubert  and  Arthur  in  Xing  John,  the  latter, 
when  petitioning  for  the  preservation  of  his 
eyes,  says : 

"  When  your  head  did  but  ache 
I  knit  my  handkerchief  about  your  brows." 

And  in  Othello  we  have  not  only  the  remedy 
I  for  headache  given,  but  the  cause.   The  for- 

mer was  the  handkerchief  about  which  the 
chief  interest  of  the  play  centered. 
«'  Desdemonir— Why  do  you  speak  so  faintly  ? Are  you  not  well  ? 
Othtllo— I  have  a  pain  upon  my  forehead  here. 
itetdemona— Faith,  that's  with  -watching ;  'twill  away again. 

Let  me  but  bind  it  hard,  within  this  hour 
It  will  be  well." 

The  substance  of  this  communication  is, 
that  sick-headache  is  not  to  be  cured  by  gas- 
tro-hepatic  remedies.  It  is  a  purely  nervous 
affection,  and  due  entirely,  in  my  experience, 
to  heriditary  predisposition,  and  excited  by 
causes  innumerable  which  act  on  a  suscep- 

tible nervous  system.  There  is,  then,  no 

cure,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term,  for  this 
would  imply  a  change  in  the  patient's  nature  ; 
and  for  the  attacks  "themselves,  when  severe, the  only  relief  which  can  be  reckoned  upon  is 
to  be  found  in  a  wet  bandage  round  the  head, 
profound  quiet,  and,  if  possible,  sleep. 

Clirorj  ic  Dysentery  treated  by  Chlorate  Potash. 
Dr.  E.  Z.  Shackleton  writes  to  The  Clinic 

the  following  cases  : 
Case  1.— Mrs.  A.,  German,  aet.  29,  well  nour- 

ished, was  attacked  July  11th  with  dysenteric 
stools,  bloody  and  frequent.  Some  tenesmus 
and  tormina.  Treated  herself  with  domestic 
remedies  until  July  22,  when  I  was  calltd  to 
attend  her.  Found  upon  examination  the 
disease  had  passed  into  the  chronic  form. 
Stools  frequent  and  small,  presenting  a  puru- 

lent appearance,  flakes  of  lymph,  etc.  Tenes- 
mus and  tormina  greatly  increased.  Abdo- 
men full,  tender  upon  pressure.  Prescribed 
R.  Ol.  ricini,  Jss. 01.  terebinth., 

Tr.  opii,  aa.  gtt.  x.  M. 
To  be  taken  at  once. 

This  caused  evacuations  of  scybala  smeared 
with  a  muco-purulent  material. 
Having  had  good  results  from  the  adminis- 

tration of  pot.  chlor.  in  several  previous  cases, 
I  determined  to  resort  to  it  at  once ;  accord- 

ingly, I  prescribed  pot.  chlor.  ten  grs.  every 
4  hours ;  together  with  1-5  gr.  morph-sulph. 
sufficiently  often  to  ensure  freedom  from  pain. 
Saw  patient  again  on  the  23d,  when  she  ex- 

pressed herself  as  feeling  much  better.  Stools 
not  so  frequent,  tenesmus  and  tormina  not  so 
great.  This  treatment  was  persevered  in— 
except  as  pain  became  less,  when  less  morph. 
was  given  until  wholly  stopped  on  the  25th. 
August  1st  she  was  dismissed  cured;  dis- 

charges having  become  healthy  in  appearance, 

abdominal  pains  absent,  etc.  '  Fiom  this  time she  rapidly  gained  strength. 
Case  2. — Fred.  K.,  also  a  German  and  well 

nourished,  set  55.  Called  to  attend  this  man 
July  23 ;  found  he  had  been  suffering  with  dys- 

entery four  days  ;  stools  frequent,  small  and 
bloody ;  lower  bowels  fall.  Gave  full  dose  of 
mag.  sulph.  to  carry  away  offending  accumu- 

lations, and  deplete  inflamed  mucous  surface  ; 
operated  promptly  and  fully.  Patient  not  im- 

proved ;  gave  opium  and  plumbi  acet.,  fomen- 
tations to  abdomen;  also  injections  of  tr 

opii  in  thin  starch  water  to  relieve  tenesmus* 
which  it  did  to  some  extent ;  treatment  con- 

tinued until  26th  ;  patient  no  better.  Then 
changed  to  the  ipecac,  treatment,  {  gr.  Mor- 

phia to  quiet  stomach,  and  in  tenor  fifteen 
minutes  gave  20  gr.  dose  of  ipecac,  which  was 

tolerated ;  gave  this  every  4  hours' ;  continued this  until  30th  ;  discharges  less  frequent,  but 
present  a  purulent  appearance.  Patient  con- 

siderably debilitated.  Stopped  ipecac,  and 
substituted  pot.  chlor.  gr.  x  every  three  hours. 
Morphia  sufficiently  often  to  ensure  rest.  Con- 

tinued treatment  until  Aug.  7th,  when  patient 
came  to  my  office  saying  he  was  perfectly  well. 
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[Vol.  xx vi Arsenic  in  Menorrhagia  and  Leucorrhea. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Aveling,  in  an  article  in  the  Brit- 

hth  Medical  Journal,  says  : 
The  preparations  I  have  usually  employed 

are  two— the  liquor  arsenicatis  ;  and  the  arse- 
nious  acid  in  granules,  each  containing  one 
milligramme.  This  latter  is  an  elegant  form 
of  auininisteriDg  the  remedy  ;  for,  as  it  has  to 
be  taken  at  meal  times,  the  granules  can  be 
placed  on  the  tablecloth,  wrapped  in  a  morsel 
of  bread,  and  swallowed  unobserved.  Consid- 

erable difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  giving  arsenic,  some  employing 
large  doses  in  quick  succession,  and  others 
small,  extending  over  a  long  period.  Aran 
says :  "  The  rapid  mode  of  administration  is 
better  than  the  long  continuance  of  small 
doses,  because  the  economy  habituates  i-self 
to  the  latter,  and  the  therapeutical  effects  may 
be  lost ;  and  the  proceeding  has  the  additional 
disadvantage  of  leading  more  easily  to  the 
saturation  of  the  economy,  and  consequently 
to  intolerance."  On  the  other  hand,  Sir  James 
fcsimpson  says  :  u  Most  reliance  ought  to  be 
placed  on  small  and  very  long  continued  doses 
of  arsenic ;  and  it  is  infinitely  better  and  safer 
to  trust  to  the  curative  effect  of  the  long  con- 

tinuance of  such  small  doses  of  this  remedy, 
than  to  attempt  to  arrive  at  the  same  result 
by  throwing  in  larger  doses  for  a  shorter 
time."  Dr.  Hunt  says :  "  Large  doses  taken 
for  a  shoit  time  produce  much  distress,  with- 

out the  desired  effect  on  the  uterus."  The 
plan  of  small  and  long  continued  doses  is  the 
one  which  I  have  always  used;  and  th?  result 
has  been  so  satisfactory,  that  I  have  never 
thought  of  adopting  the  more  rapid  method. 
The  doses  with  which  I  commence  are  from 
two  to  six  drops  of  the  solution,  and  from  one 
to  three  of  the  granules,  three  times  a  day,  at 
meal  times.  Tcese  are  smJl  doses,  when  we 
remember  that  a  Styrian  arsenic-eater  has 
been  known  to  take  as  much  as  five  and  a 
half  grains  of  arsenic  at  once ;  but  they  are 
strong  enough  to  commence  with,  and  may  be 
increased  from  time  to  time,  as  the  necessities 
of  the  case  suggest,  and  the  patient's  capabil- 

ity of  bearing  ine  remedy  permits.  It  is  ad- 
visable to  suspend  its  administration  occasion- 

ally for  a  short  time.  This,  indeed,  may 
sometimes  be  necessary,  should  diarrhea, 
nausea,  or  pains  in  the  stomach  supervene. 
It  is  also  better  not  to  discontinue  tne  doses 
abruptly.  They  should  be  gradually  dimin- 

ished in  quantity,  and  taken  less  frequently. 
But,  before  endeavoring  to  explain  the 

mode  in  which  arsenic  effects  a  cure  in  cases 
of  menorrhagia  and  leucorrhea,  it  would  be 
well  to  examine  the  primary  pathological  con- 

dition of  the  uterus  which  causes  them.  This 
condition  is,  in  a  great  majority  of  eases,  one 
of  hyperemy,  which  has  been  defined  by 
Andrai,  the  inventor  of  the  word,  as  excess  of 
blood  in  the  capillaries.  Hyperemia  of  the 
liter  us  may  have  a  physiological  or  a  morbid 
origin— physiological,  when  caused  by  sexual 
excitement,  menstruation  or  preguancy ;  mor- 

bid, when  it  is  the  result  of  pre  or  post-inflam- 
matory action,  of  traumatic,  chemical  or  mor- 

bid irritation,  of  an  atonic,  obstructive,  or  hy- 
postatic cause,  or  of  heat,  cold,  etc.  Of  course 

I  do  not  wish  to  deny  that  menorrhagia  and 
leucorrhea  may  be  produced  by  polypi,  mus- 

cular fibroids,  cancer,  and  many  other  patho- 
logical conditions  ;  but  I  would  at  the  present 

time  draw  attention  more  particularly  to  those 
forms  of  menorrhagia  and  leucorrhea  which 
have  a  hyperergic  origin,  because  it  is  in  these 
that  arsenic  will  be  found  most  efficacious. 
In  short,  it  is  the  morbid  condition,  of  which 
menorrhagia  and  leucorrhea  are  but  the  sec- 

ondary phenomena  which  I  propose  to  treat 
with  arsenic  ;  for,  if  we  can  cure  the  former, 
the  two  latter  must  necessarily  disappear.  Yei 
I  would  not  have  it  understood  that  these  con- 

sequent symptoms  are  to  receive  no  attention. 
Both  must  be  checked  when  excessive.  All 
gynecologists,  however,  know  how  imprudent 
and  injurious  it  is  to  stop  abruptly  discharges 
which  are  often  nothing  more  than  Nature's 
method  of  relieving  the  hyperemic  condition 
of  the  parts  from  which  they  emanate.  Hy- 

peremia of  the  passive  or  atonic  character  is 
that  which  is  most  benefited  X)j  the  use  of 
arsenic.  The  uterus,  when  in  this  condition, 
is  larger  and  softer  than  in  its  normal  state. 
It  is  usually  tender  to  the  touch,  but  not  al- 

ways so.  To  the  eye  it  appears  of  a  deeper 
red  than  is  natural.  After  death,  the  capil- 

laries are  found  dilated,  and  the  tissues  tinged 
with  red.  Unlike  the  color  produced  by  in- 

flammation, however,  this  redness  can  be  re- 
moved by  careful  washing. 

A  patient  coming  to  you  with  her  uterus  in 
the  state  just  described,  will,  in  addition  to  a 
host  of  other  subjective  and  objective  symp- 

toms, most  probably  complain  of  the  too  fre- 
quent recurrence  of  the  cataraenial  period,  of 

the  excessive  discbarge  at  that  time,  and,  in 
the  intercatamenial  period,  of  persistent  and 
distressing  leucorrheal  flow.  Now,  in  such  a 
case  as  this,  I  should  commence  by  adminis- 

tering two  drops  of  the  liquor  arsemcalis,  or 
one  granule  of  arsenious  acid,  three  times  a 
day,  at  meal-times.  This  dose  I  should  con- 

tinue for  a  fortnight.  If,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  no  conjunctival  irritation  had  displayed 
ittelf,I  should  increase  the  dose  to  four  drops 
of  the  solution  or  two  of  the  granules ;  and 
then  again,  after  another  interval,  to  six, 
eight,  ten,  or  even  more  drops,  or  granules 
in  proportion,  watching  the  patient,  and  be- 

ing guided  by  her  tolerance  of  the  remedy. 
Besides  the  general  effect  of  arsenic  already 

alluded  to,  the  first  result  of  this  treatment 
will  be  the  lengthening  of  the  intercatamenial 
period ;  and  it  is  remarkable  how  this  is  some- 

times extended,  one  or  two  days  being  only 
gained  at  a  time.  By  persisting  in  the  remedy, 
however,  the  interval  will  become  greater 
until  it  arrives  at  its  normal  duration.  Occa- 

sionally the  progress  is  more  rapid,  and  the 
proper  interval  is  at  once  attained.  Besides 
the  improvement  in  this  respect,  the  amount 
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of  the  discharges  will  gradually  decrease,  and 
in  like  manner  all  the  other  hyperemic  symp- 

toms disappear.  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 
administer  large  doses,  aud  cannot  remember 
ever  having  produced  any  of  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  arsenical  poisoning  beyond  that 
of  conjunctival  tenderness.  I  have  been 
obliged,  however,  to  continue  the  remedy  for 
several  months,  and  have  had  to  recur  to  its 
use  more  than  once  when  the  hyperemic 
symptoms  have  reappeared.  In  some  cas^s, 
an  excessive  leuc^rrheal  discharge  has  the 
effect  of  supplanting  the  catamenial.  In  these, 
the  cure  of  the  former  has  the  result  of  re- 

moving the  amenorrhea. 

The  Source  of  Nerve  Force. 

The  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute  says : 
Mr.  J.  St.  Clair  Gray  is  the  author  of  a  view 
concerning  the  origin  of  a  nerve  force,  which 
he  is  very  judiciously  endeavoring  to  verify 
by  actual  experiment.  The  author,  starting 
from  the  assumption  that  this  power  had  in  it 
an  electrical  element,  arrived  finally  at  the 
conclusion  that  its  source  is  to  be  sought  for 
in  the  sulphw  and  phosphorus  in  the  animal 
system. 

It  is  well  known  that  phosphorus  exists  in 
considerable  quantity  in  the  brain,  and  that 
sulphur  is  present  in  the  liver,  while  an  alka- 

line fluid  is  in  constant  circulation  between 
them. 

To  determine  the  fact  as  to  whether  a  com- 
bination of  similar  elements  would  generate 

an  electric  current,  he  constructed  a  cell  con- 
taining caustic  potassa,  in  which  were  placed 

sticks  of  sulphur  and  phosphorus.  Chemical 
action  very  soon  set  in.  The  phosphorus  was 
soon  converted  into  an  oily  mass,  the  sulphur 
gradually  wasted  away  at  the  point  of  con- 

tact with  the  former,  while  potassa  salts  were 
formed  in  the  solution.  The  operation  was 
attended  with  the  evolution  of  phosphuretted 
and  sulphuretted  hydrogens. 

The  action  seems  10  be  very  gradual,  since  we 
are  informed  that  at  the  end  of  three  months 
it  was  still  going  on.  The  presence  of  an 
electric  current  in  the  cell  was  conclusively 
established  by  the  electrometer,  the  electro- 

motive force  being  found  to  be  superior  to 
that  of  the  Daniell  cell. 

Having  thus  established  one  fact  in  favor 
of  his  hypothesis,  the  author  next  proceeded 
to  test  its  truth  under  the  actual  conditions  of 
life.  The  leg  of  a  frog  was  prepared  as  a 
galvanoscope  according  to  Galvani's  direc- tions. A  rabbit  was  then  chloroformed  and 
through  an  incision  in  the  abdomen  an  insu- 

lated copper  wire  was  introduced  into  the  sub- 
stance of  the  liver,  and  another  similar  wire 

passed  through  the  optic  forearm  into  the 
brain.  The  free  ends  of  the  wires  were  then 
brought  into  contact  with  the  exposed  nerve 
of  the  frog's  leg,  when  powerful  convulsions 
were  produced  in  it;  a  very  clear  demon- 

stration that  an  electric  current  does  exist 

between  the  brain  and  the  liver.  From  these 
the  author  infers  that  the  source  of  the  cur- 

rent is  the  action  of  the  alkaline  fluid  on  the 
sulphur  and  phosphorus  in  these  organs ; 
especially  since  he  has  shown,  from  his  ex- 

periment with  the  cell  constructed  on  this 
principle,  that  the  combination  of  these  ele- 

ments is  capable  of  generating  a  very  power- 
ful current. 

The  experiments  are  still  being  continued, 
and  we  shall  doubtless  soon  be  informed 
either  that  subsequent  investigation  has  dis« 
proven  this  ingenious  theory,  or  that  the 
source  of  nerve-force  is  discovered.  The 
very  obvious  objection  that  sulphur  and  phos- 

phorous do  not  exist  as  such,  but  as  com- 
pounds, in  the  liver  and  brain,  must,  of  course, 

be  considered  as  militating  against  the 
author's  views,  until  it  is  shown  to  the  con- trary. 

The  Exciting  Causes  of  Hereditary  Diseases. 

Dr.  Anstie  describes  four  chief  exciting 
causes  of  hereditary  neuroses  in  the  Journal  of 
Menta1  Science. 

1st.  Deficient  nutrition  in  childhood;  2d, 
preponderance  of  emotion  over  steady  intel- 

lectual work,  in  the  ordinary  brain-life  of  an 
Individual ;  3d,  the  occurrence  of  phthisis 
more  especially,  but  also  of  any  disease  which 
by  involving  protracted  supperation,  or  in 
any  other  way,  exerts  a  prolonged  and  steady 
depression  of  nutrition ;  4th,  unwise  inter- 
marriages. 

1.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  defective  nutri- 
tion of  infants  and  children,  it  is  not  now-a- 

days  necessary  to  dwell  so  urgently  as  it  would 
have  been  a  very  few  years  ago.  I  fear, how- 

ever, that  there  is  still  a  large  remnant  in  the 
profession  of  that  extraordinaay  and  most 
tyrannical  superstition — that  children  are  lia- 

ble to  "grossness  of  blood,"  if  well  fed,  which 
has  in  its  day  been  ten  thousand  times  more 
murderous  to  human  life  than  was  ever  the 
cholera  or  the  plague.  How  it  was  even  pos- 

sible for  scientific  men  to  forget  that  a  ciaild 
not  merely  lives  but  grows,  I  cannot  guess  :  but 
without  wasting  more  breath  than  is  necessa- 

ry for  one  hearty  imprecation  on  the  stupidity 
of  some  of  our  ancestors  in  this  respect,  let 
me  implore  every  one  present  to  do  his  part 
to  establish  it  as  an  unquestioned  rule  of 
practice,  that  (with  proper  attention  to  obvi- 

ous matters  as  to  its  quality)  the  food  of  chil- 
dren up  to,  and  especially  during  the  trying 

period  of  sexual  development,  should  be 
practically  unlimited  except  by  the  limits  of 
appetite,  or  the  occurence  of  positive  and  un- 
mistakeable  failure  of  primary  digestion. 
And  let  this  rule  be  enforced  with  most 
especial  stringency  in  every  case  where  the 
hereditary  neurosis  either  confessedly  exists, 
or  from  signs  that  we  notice  may  be  expected 
to  revive. 

2.  The  predominence  of  emotion  '  over  in- tellectual work,  in  the  daily  life,  wLether  of 
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child  or  adult,  especially  when  this  is  asso- 

ciated with  an  absence  or  insufficiency  of  that 
h  tbitual  physical  exercise  which  is  so  neces- 

sary to  preserve  the  vital  balance  of  the  or- 
ganism, is  a  most  serious  cause  of  evil.  It  is 

confessedly  most  disastrous  in  its  action  upon 
persons  who  are  distinctly  of  a  neurotic  family 
type  ;  but  it  can  itself  apparently  create  that 
type,  cr  rather,  as  I  believe,  merely  revive 
the  dormant  mischief  which  descends  from  a 
now  forgotten  genealogical  source. 

The  most  intense  type  of  this  emotional 
ascendency  is  ofien  seen  in  preachers  of  the 
rhetorical  turn.  I  don't  mean  mere  spouters, 
but  really  eloquent  and  earnest  men,  more 
especially  if  there  mingles  with  their  earnest- 

ness some  considerable  dash  of  ambiiion  or 
love  of  spiritual  power.  And  the  neurotic  re- 

sult is  apt  to  fall,  as  one  might  well  expect  it 
would  fall,  especially  on  the  apparatus  of  cir- 

culation and  of  respiration.  From  inquiries 
that  I  have  made,  it  is  really  appalling  to 
learn  how  frequently  clergymen  of  this  type 
are  partially  or  wholly  disabled  by  neurotic 
asthma  and  neurotic  angina  pectoris.  The 
first  case  that  occurs  to  me  is  one  which,  from 
time  to  time  in  its  treatment,  has  caused  me 
great  anxiety.  It  is  that  of  a  clerical  gentle- 

man, whose  nervous  system  has  really  seemed, 
during  a  great  number  of  years  past,  to  be  a 
mere  playground  for  the  whole  tribe  of  so- 
called  functional  diseases.  Thus,  he  has  had 
spasmodic  asthma  for  more  than  twenty  years 
and  for  the  last  five  years  neurotic  angina 
pectoris  in  addition  ;  some  of  the  earlier  at- 

tacks of  the  latter  were  so  severe  as  nearly  to 
prove  fatal.  Moreover,  the  angina  is  compli- 

cated with  singular  vaso-motor  paralysis  in 
the  arms,  and  with  the  occasional  appearance 
of  psoriasis  on  the  palms  of  the  hands.  Again, 
it  should  be  mentioned  that  this  gentleman 
has  always  been  very  liable  to  facial  neural- 

gia, and  that  the  attacks  of  this  are  frequently 
complicated  with  erysipelatoid  inflammation 
of  the  kind  which  I  have  shown*  to  be  a  sec- 

ondary result  of  neuralgic  affections.  And, 
finally,  it  should  be  said  that  the  general  tem- 

perament of  this  individual  is  eminently  "nerv- 
ous ;"  he  has  all  the  sensitive  feeling,  aesthetic 

taste,  and  rapidity  of  thought,  that  so  con- 
stantly distinguish  the  u  artist  born."  So  re- markable were  both  the  mental  characteristics 

and  the  pathological  sufferings  of  this  patient, 
that  I  confidently  presumed  we  should  find, 
on  inquiry,  a  strong  family  history  of  nervous 
disease ;  and  it  was,  at  first,  a  regular  knock- 

down blow  to  me  when  I  learned  that  the  case 
was  very  much  the  reverse. 

This  gentleman's  information  did  not  ex- 
tend to  more  than  two  previous  generations, 

and  even  for  these  was  not  absolut  ly  com- 
plete ;  still  he  was  very  decided  in  saying  that, 

during  that  period,  it  had  been  notorious  that 
his  family  had  been  exempt  from  nervous 
diseases,  and,  indeed,  raiher  specially  healthy 

Vide.  Reynolds'  System  of  Medicine,  vol.  ii.  Art, 
"  Neuralgia;  "  also  my  book,  "  Neuralgia,  and  Diseases  that 
reseiubie  it." 

and  long-lived.  This  discovery  for  the  mo- 
ment seriously  staggered  me,  and  even  induc- 

ed me  to  waver  in  the  belief  which  I  had  pre- 
viously, and  which  I  do  now,  most  firmly 

entertain— that  all  the  so-called  functional 
disorders  have  really  an  organic  bas  s,  and 
that  that  organic  basis  is  something  capable 
of  being  transmitted  trom  father  to  son.  I 
may  add  that,  last  year  only,  I  saw  another 
case  of  neurotic  angina,  also  in  a  clergyman, 
of  which  the  general  history  and  features 
were  singularly  like  those  of  my  first  case. 
But  in  my  latest  reflections  on  the  subject,  I 
have  found  it  impossible  that  the  morbid 
events,  in  either  of  these  cases,  was  due  en- 

tirely to  the  pressure  of  external  circum- 
stances, independently  of  any  influence  from 

original  bodily  constitution. 
It  is  true  that,  in  my  recent  work  on  neu- 

ralgia, I  have  spoken  of  these  and  similar 
cases  as  examples  of  the  creation  of  the  neu- 

rotic temperament ;  and,  tor  piactical  purpo- 
ses, such  as  I  had  then  chiefly  in  view,  it  is 

often  useful  to  regard  them  in  that  light.  But 
in  addressing  you,  gentlemen,  who  are  biolo- 

gists, and  are  in  the  habit  of  believing  that 
ex  nihilo  nihil  jit,  one  should  speak  more  pre- 

cisely. And  as  the  clinical  facts  of  these  two 
cases  ar<i  precisely  similar  to  those  of  very 
many  other  examples  of  asthma,  and  angina, 
and  of  the  closely  allied  trigeminal  neuralgia, 
which  have  come  wis  bin  my  knowledge,  aud 
in  which  there  was  a  distinct  neurotic  inheri- 

tance, I  cannot  seriously  doubt  that  the  evil 
was  simply  dormant,  not  non-existent,  iu 
these  two  patients,  from  the  moment  of  their 
birth.  It  is  of  cour.  e  not  only  clergymen  that 
suffer  from  emoiional  excitants,  nor  is  exces- 

sive religious  emotion  the  only  kind  that  wears 
and  strains  the  life  of  the  medulla  oblongata 
and  spinal  cord  centers  of  the  cardiac  ami  re- 

spiratory nerves ;  one  of  the  most  striking 
examples  of  neurotic  angina  that  I  ever  saw 
occurred  in  an  exceedingly  able  man,  an  en- 

gineer, who  had  suffered  keen  anxiety  and 
disappointment  at  the  failure  of  certain  im- 

portant schemes.  There,  too,  the  source  of 
neurotic  inheritance  was  not  immediately  ob- 

vious ;  but  it  existed,  nevertheless. 
3.  The  intrusion  of  phthisis  into  an  individual 

case,  or  into  the  history  of  a  family,  bas  of- 
ten a  more  disastrous  influence  in  evoking 

a  hereditary  neurosis  that  was  previously 
quite  or  nearly  dormant.  I  commend  to  your 
attention,  in  this  respect,  the  first  of  the 
medical  genealogies  (that  of  one  of  my  scia- 

tica patients)  given  in  my  work  on  neuralgia  ; 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  marriage  of  a  some- 

what neuortic  person  with  a  phthisical  lady 
was  productive  far  more  strikingly  of  neurotic 
than  of  phthisical  tendencies  iu  the  decen- 
d&nts.  I  could  produce  other  instances, 
equally  noteworthy.  It  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  there  is  anything  more  special  in  this  in- 

fluence of  phthisis  in  heightening  family  neu- 
rotic tendencies,  than  is  accounted  for  by  its 

position  as  facile  princeps  among  debilitating 
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constitutional  diseases.  In  this  respect  I  de- 
cidedly incline  rather  to  the  view  which  (if 

I  understand  him  rightly)  Dr.  Bladdford 
takes  in  his  interesting  lectures  on  insanity, 
than  to  that  of  Morea,  of  Tours,  who,  in  his 
u  Psychologie  Morbide,"  seems  to  me  to  make 
an  unnecessary  mystery  of  the  connection 
between  the  strumous  diathesis  and  the  neu- 

rotic cycle  of  diseases. 
4.  Lastly,  among  the  influences  which,  if 

any  can,  do  most  undoubtedly  assist  the  res- 
urrection of  that  long-buried  neurotic  family 

temperament,  we  must  certainly  reckon  the 
results  of  imprudent  marriages.  We  have 
only  to  reflect  on  the  continual  intermixture 
of  families  which  goes  on,  to  perceive  that 
small  portions  of  the  neurotic  tendency  must 
really  by  this  period  of  the  world's  history 
have  infected  nearly  every  family  that  exists. 
Thus  we  mast  suppose  that  the  essential  ele- 

ments of  a  potential  neurosis  exist,  at  any 
rate  in  the  dormant  form,  on  every  side,  and 
we  are  bound  to  seek  some  explanation  of  the 
lact  that  so  many  families  escape,  for  genera- 

tions together,  anything  like  severe  or  active 
outbreaks  of  the  neurotic  tendency.  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  preservative  agency  is  to  be 
found,  to  a  large  extent,  in  the  regeneration 
of  families  by  the  infusion  of  fresh  and 
healthier  blood  by  marriage.  Surely  the  re- 

sults of  the  opposite  course  are  to  be  traced 
in  the  notorious  facts  on  which  is  based  the 
half-popular,  half-scientific  view  that  the  mar- 

riages of  first  cousins  are  followed  by  the  birth 
of  unhealthy  children,  and  that  insanity  and 
phthisis  are  especially  often  the  curse  of  such 
offspring.  I  have  seen  nothing  to  lead  me  to 
believe  that  this  really  occurs,  except  in  the 
instance  where  the  family,  two  members  of 
which  thus  breed  in,  is,  or  has  been,  somewhat 
strongly  infected  with  the  neurotic  or  the 
phthisical  tendencies.  But,  doubtless,  the  re- 

duplication, in  the  children  of  a  husband  and 
wife  who  belong  to  the  same  distinctly  neu- 

rotic family,  of  the  physical  qualities  that  are 
the  bane  of  the  race,  n.ust  multiply,  in  geome- 

tric rather  than  arithmetic  ratio,  the  chances 
of  disaster. 

On  Mortuary  Records. 
The  importance  of  accurate  death  returns 

cannot  be  too  strongly  insisted  upon.  An  ex- 
cellent article  upon  their  value  is  contributed  by 

Dr.  H.  EULENBERG,  to  the  Vierteljahrschrift 
fur  Gerichtliche  und  Ofentliche  Medicin,  Oct. 
1871.  He  proposes  a  scneme  for  the  death  re- 

turn, which  we  reproduce,  believing  that  the 
more  constant  uniformity  observed  in  such  sta- 

tistics, the  more  useful  they  will  prove.  The 
following  headings  are  to  be  filled  by  the  at- 

tending physician : 
1.  Family  and  Christian  name  (sex  and 

color). 
2.  Age  (date  of  birth;  if  a  foetus,  the  month 

of  pregnancy). 
3.  Still-born  (with  or  without  professional 

assistance). 

4.  Birthplace  and  religion  (how  long  a  re- sident). 

5.  Cause  of  death  (primary;  secondary). 
6.  Day  and  hour  of  death. 
7.  Occupation,  business,  or  profession  (if  a 

child,  occupation  of  parents). 
8.  Family  relations  (carried,  unmarried, 

widow  or  widower,  divorced;  in  children,  le- 
gitimate or  illegitimate;  in  infants,  fed  from 

the  breast  or  bottle). 
9.  Was  the  deceased  assisted  by  public  aid 

or  otherwise. 
10.  Residence  (in  children,  of  parents; 

street  and  number ;  which  story ;  front  or  back 
building;  how  long  in  the  house). 

11.  Was  the  deceased  personally  known  to 
and  treated  by  the  physician. 

12.  Remarks  (manner  of  life,  hereditary 
tendency,  when  and  how  the  disease  was  con- 

tracted, etc  ). 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  OX  BOOKS. 

 The  Aldine  is  the  prince  of  illustrated 
papers.  An  enterprise  that  so  successfully 
encourages  one  of  our  finest  and  most  popu- 

lar arts  should  receive  encouragement.  The 
engravings  (wood)  are  of  the  highest  order, 
and  are  in  excellent  taste.  The  letter-press 
contents  are  interesting  and  instructive.  Tho 
principal  engravings  in  the  February  number 
are  Zekle's  Courtin',  true  to  the  life;  The 
Monk's  Oak,  a  perfect  gem  in  landscape ; 
Music  in  the  Alps  ;  An  Old  Mill  in  Wyoming 
Valley  ;  Manifest  Destiny ;  a  wild  chase  on 
the  prairie  after  a  wounded  buffalo,  by  an 
Indian  and  a  white  man,  with  an  impending 
conflict  ever  the  poor  victim.  This  is  a  full 

page  engraving,  as  is  also  an  exquisite  land- 
scape scene,  Morning  on  the  Ausable.  The 

supscription  price  is  $5.00  a  year  with  an  oil 
chromo  premium. 

 From  A.  Winch,  505  Chestnut  street, 

Philadelphia,  we  have  received  the  Old  Frank- 
lin Almanac  for  1872.  It  is  a  well-known 

favorite  almanac,  containing  much  useful  his- 
torical and  statistical  information  in  a  small 

space.  The  Public  Ledger  Almanac  for  1872, 
issued  for  the  benefit  of  the  supporters  of  the 
Public  Ledger,  an  excellent  daily  newspaper 
of  this  city,  is  well  edited  on  all  subjects  per- 

taining to  almanacs.  It  contains  much  local 
information  of  value  and  impoitance.  The 
Tribune  Almanac  is  well-known  as  the  most 

complete  political  register  that  is  issued  in 
this  country. 
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quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
vation, will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 
"We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  of  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  ffuim  ot  infor- 
mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 

The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  conespondents. 

SOME  REMARKS  OU  LONGEVITY". 

We  recently  reported  the  instances  of  lon- 
gevity in  this  city  which  have  come  to  our 

notice  through  a  daily  journal.  There  is  al- 
ways a  great  degree  of  interest  attached  to 

such  examples  of  what  our  systems  are  capa- 

ble of  enduring.  "  With  long  life  will  I  satisfy 
him,"  is  one  of  the  scriptural  promises  to  the 
righteous  man. 

There  are  writers  who  have  cast  doubts  on 

the  truth  of  reputed  centenarian  longevity. 
But  examples  of  considerably  longer  lives 
than  a  hundred  years  can  be  authenticated 

beyond  peradventure.  A  recent  case  in  point 
was  Thomas  GtEeran,  who  died  at  Brighton, 
England,  last  October.  His  life  has  been 

published  by  the  St.  James  Literary  Company, 
Brighton,  and  a  tolerably  careful  post-mortem 
was  made  by  Dr.  Tuthill  Massey,  of  that 
eity. 

Thomas  Geeran  enlisted  in  Waterford ;  was 
present  at  the  capture  of  Seringapatam,  in 
1799 ;  at  Comma,  in  1809,  he  received  two 

gunshot  wounds  below  the  left  knee  ;  at  Yit- 
toria,  in  1813,  a  severe  sabre  cut  in  the  head. 

He  escaped  through  Waterloo,  and  entered 
Paris  with  the  victorious  army;  was  discharged, 
invalided,  from  the  71st  Highlanders,  in  1819, 
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with  114  days'  pay.  At  the  date  of  his  death 
he  was  one  hundred  and  five  years  and  six 
months  old.  He  was  active,  and  retained  his 
faculties  and  his  love  of  life  to  a  very  short 

period  before  his  death,  which  was  caused  by 
serous  apoplexy. 

At  the  autopsy  his  body  appeared  well  pro- 
portioned but  thin ;  skin  clean  and  white, 

without  any  appearance  of  hair  ;  the  abdomen 
sunken  and  changing  into  a  greenish  tinge  ; 

limbs  strong  and  extended  ;  skin  adhering 
closely  to  the  sternum  and  ribs  ;  pectoral 
muscles  were  of  a  bright  pink ;  bony  chest, 
elastic,  the  knife  running  readily  through  the 

cartilages.  The  ensitorm  cartilage  was  elas- 
tic and  prominent.  There  was  some  difficulty 

in  raising  the  breast-bone,  on  account  of  close 

attachments  by  dry  cellular  tissue  to  the  an- 
terior mediastinum.  After  a  very  careful 

dissection  through  a  thick  membrane,  the 

heart  was  found  firmly  encased  in  the  peri- 
cardium— the  result  of  some  former  inflam- 

mation ;  the  lung  on  the  left  side  adhered  to 

the  ribs  and  pericardium.  The  heart  ap- 
peared small  and  felt  firm  in  texture  ;  valves 

healthy ;  column 93  carnese  dense  and  of  a 
bright  red.  The  pulmonary  artery  had  a 
thick  bluish-black  clot  of  crassamentum  occu- 

pying its  circumference  from  the  semilunar 
valves ;  no  osseous  formation  visible  or  to  be 
felt ;  lungs  were  of  the  dark  mottled  gray  of 

old  age,  otherwise  healthy  and  elastic. 
For  seventy  or  eighty  years  the  old  man 

had  been  accustomed  to  take  a  morning  glass 

of  rum,  and  a  gill  or  two  of  gin  daily.  In  fact 
his  weakness  was  for  alcoholic  stimulants. 

Hence  his  liver  was  carefully  examined.  It 
was  not  of  the  usual  hepatic  color ;  in  this 

case  it  presented  a  deep  purple-black,  with  a 
smooth  shining  surface,  to  the  touch  more 
elastic,  and,  if  anything,  slightly  enlarged.  It 
did  not  cut  like  ordinary  liver,  for  all  the 
structure  and  the  vessels  gave  more  the  idea 

of  the  black  carbonized  lung  of  the  coal-miner, 
except  that  here  the  color  was  due  to  coal- 

black  blood,  thick  as  black-currant  jelley, 

'Editorial. 
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which  oozed  out.  The  thin  edge  of  the  liver 

had  a  dull  leaden  hue,  due  to  the  change  since 

death.  The  gall-bladder  contained  some  dark- 
colored  bile.  The  duodenum  and  pyloric  end 
of  the  stomach  felt  hard  and  irregular,  and  the 
structure  was  changed  to  the  extent  of  three 

or  four  inches  into  carcinoma,  with  one  ulcer- 
ated patch. 

The  genito-urinary  organs  were  healthy, 
and,  it  is  said  on  good  evidence,  exhibited 
functional  activity  up  to  two  years  ayo.  Old 
Thomas  Parr,  at  105,  did  penance  in  a  white 
sheet  in  Aldersbury  Church  for  an  illicit  amour 
with  fair  Catherine  Milton,  on  which  the  poet 

Taylor  wrote : 
"  Should  all  that  so  offend  such  penance  do, 
Oh  !  what  a  p  ice  would  linen  rise  unto!  " 

Still  more  remarkable  was  the  age  attained 

by  Mr.  Harvey  Thacker,  who  died  also  last 
autumn,  and  must  have  been  at  least  a  score 
of  years  older  than  Geeran.  We  should  be 
glad  if  the  brief  account  we  have  found  of  him 
were  amplified  and  attested  by  some  of  the 

medical  men  resident  in  California,  where  he 
died. 

Harvey  Thacker,  a  son-in-law  of  Daniel 
Boone,  was  born  in  Buncombe  county,  North 
Carolina,  somewhere  about  the  year  1743—128 
years  ago.  The  Chico  (Cal.)  Review  says  that 
he  died  at  the  residence  of  his  son  Harvey 
(aged  seventy ),  in  Shasta  county, California, 
about  the  middle  of  September,  1871.  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  oldest  man  in  the 
United  States,  if  not  in  the  world. 
No  mention  is  made  of  his  life  record  dur- 

ing the  Revolutionary  war,  though  he  was 
just  thirty  eight  yearsold  when  that  war  broke 
out,  but  he  is  said  to  have  served,  after  he  was 
seventy,  under  GeneralJackson  at  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  under  Harrison  at  the  battle 
of  Tippecanoe,  and  also  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war  in  Illinois. 

But  there  is  an  example,  and  we  understand 

a  well  authenticated  one,  of  a  longevity  con- 

siderably beyond  Thacker's,  in  our  country. 
This  was  Joseph  Crele,  who  died  January 

27,  1866,  in  Caledonia,  Wisconsin.   He  was 

born  of  French  parents,  in  what  is  now  De- 
troit, in  the  year  1725,  as  the  record  of  his 

baptism  in  the  Catholic  church  in  that  city 
establishes  beyond  a  doubt.  He  lived,  there- 

fore, to  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one 

years. He  was  of  medium  height,  spare  in  flesh, 
and  of  sinewy  strength.  Until  within  two 
years  of  his  death  he  could  walk  several  miles 
without  fatigue,  and  chopped  all  the  wood 
needed  for  the  family  use.  >  is  life  has  been 
passed  in  open  air,  in  hunting,  fishing  and 

trapping.  He  was  temperate,  except  that  he 
was  an  inveterate  smoker. 

Like  many  others  who  have  attained  great 

age,  he  married  a  young  woman,  when  far  ad- 
vanced in  life,  and  had  a  daughter,  when  he 

was  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  The  only  weak- 
ness of  mind  he  ever  betrayed  was  in  the  last 

year  or  two  of  his  life,  when  he  occasionally 

remarked,  with  an  air  of  sadness,  "  Death  has 
forgotten  me."  But  he  would  soon  brighten 

up,  and  add,  "  But  God  has  not." 
As  curiosities  of  history,  if  for  no  deeper 

reason,  all  such  instances  merit  careful  preser 
vation  in  medical  records. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Earth  Dressings  at  Guy's  Hospital,  London. 
Mr.  Frank  F.  Rowland,  of  Media,  Dela- 

ware county,  Pa.,  formerly  a  student  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  a  constant 
attendant  last  winter  at  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  but  now  attending  the  clinics  at 

Guy's  Hospital,  London,  writes  to  a  friend 
and  fellow  student  thus  : 

"  You  must  not  neglect  to  tell  Dr.  Hewson 
that  I  have  made  a  victory  for  his  treatment, 

with  his  clay,  in  Guy's  Hospital.  While 
going  around  the  surgical  wards,  I  rcmaiked 
to  one  of  the  dressers  that  I  had  seen  some 
very  remarkable  cures  made  of  burns  by  it3 
use  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  After  ex- 

amining and  cross-examining  on  the  subject, 
they  offered  to  let  me  try  it  on  one  of  their 
worse  cases.  Before  attempting  it,  I  showed 
them  a  clinical  report  of  Dr.  Hewson,  on 
burns,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 
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"  You  might  have  seen  me  carrying  a  lump 

of  clay  across  London  bridge  on  my  way  to 

Guy's.  It  excited  no  little  curiosity  among 
the  students  when  it  was  noised  abroad  that 

the  American  was  going  to  try  the  1  Ameri- 
can dodge  9  on  a  boy  in  one  of  the  surgical 

wards.  The  case  was  a  most  unfavorable  one 
for  my  treatment ;  however, I  had  faith. 

"The  patient  is  a  boy  who  eight  months  ago 
received  a  burn  extending  over  both  arms 
from  the  fingers  to  the  shoulders.  Up  to  the 
time  I  applied  the  clay,  it  showed  little  or  no 
disposition  to  heal.  They  would  not  permit 
me  to  put  both  arms  in  the  dressing,  so  I  asked 
for  the  most  painful  one.  The  application 
was  made  and  the  patient  obtained  the  great- 

est freedom  from  pain  since  his  accident.  It 
gave  such  relief  that  the  boy  begged  me  the 
next  day  to  put  the  other  arm  in  the  same 
dressing,  which  I  did.  I  am  very  anxious  for 
it  to  succeed,  and  will  dress  it  for  him  as  long 
as  I  stay  here,  after  which  others  must  do  it, 
for  the  boy  will  have  nothing  else  applied. 
The  result  so  far  has  been  more  than  my  most 

sanguine  expectations  looked  for." 

The  Mother  of  two  Physicians. 

Mrs.  Southworth,  the  novelist,  is  thus  chat- 
tered about :  "  Tallish  in  figure,  with  full  fore- 
head, well  balanced  head,  thoughtful  gray 

eyes,  and  a  face  denoting  intellect  of  the  de- 
liberate, reasoning  kind,  she  seems  likelier 

to  be  a  writer  of  the  Martineau  order  than  of 
the  imaginative  style.  She  has  two  children  : 
Dr.  Richard  J.  Southworth,  a  much  esteemed 

physician  of  Georgetown,  and  Charlotte  Em- 
ma Lawrence,  the  wife  of  Dr.  James  V.  Law- 

rence, an  officer  in  the  United  States  Army." 

Antidote  to  Liquor  Poisoning. 

The  physician  in  charge  of  the  drunkard's 
department  of  Blackwell's  Island  says  that 
milk  or  eggs  are  antidotes  for  liquor  poisons, 
and  those  who  must  drink  liquor  should  mix 

milk  or  eggs  with  their  upoison,"  which  will 
take  effect  on  those  articles  instead  of  the  to- 

per's stomach. 

Increase  of  Intemperance  in  France. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine Drs.  Magnan  and  Bouchereatj  gave 

the  result  of  their  research  among  the  sick 
who  entered  the  Saiute  Anne  Hospital  during 

March,  April  and  May,  1871,  either  because 
of  tremens  or  paralysis.  They  endeavor  to 
show  that  it  is  not  alone  by  the  larger  num- 

ber that  the  "  alcoholists"  of  1870-1  are  dis- 
tinguished from  those  of  former  years,  but  by 

the  pronounced  character  of  the  intoxication. 
The  most  salient  fact  is  the  enormous  propor- 

tion of  persons  struck  down  by  general  par- 
alysis. Alcohol,  during  the  month  of  May, 

1871,  furnished  more  than  half  the  total  con- 
tingent of  insane  to  the  asylums. 

Wall  Papers, 

It  having  recently  been  stated,  on  the  au- 
thority of  a  London  analytical  chemist,  that 

English  wall  papers  of  all  colors  contain  ar- 
senic in  some  form,  several  well-known  manu- 

facturers of  paper  hangings  in  the  United 
States  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  their  own 
colors  and  glue  are  entirely  free  from  arsenic 
in  any  form,  and  are  perfectly  harmless  and 
pure.  An  exception  is  made  to  the  above 

general  statement  in  the  case  of  "  Paris 
green,"  which  contains  a  slight  quantity  of 
arsenic.  This  pigment,  however,  is  only  used 
to  produce  a  peculiar  green  tint,  and  even 
then,  it  is  claimed,  the  composition  is  so  pre- 

pared that  the  escape  of  any  particle  of  color 
from  the  wall  paper  is  as  effectually  prevented 
as  if  the  surface  was  encased  with  a  thin  sheet 

of  glass. 

Medical  Education  of  "Women. 
This  subject  has  again  been  brought  to  the 

attention  of  the  authorities  of  the  Medical 
University  of  Edinburgh,  and  permission  for 
females  to  attend  lectures  and  receive  degrees 
under  the  same  conditions  as  males,  has  been 
refused.  The  governors  of  the  University, 
however,  are  willing  that  medical  instruction 
should  be  imparted  to  womea  in  strictly  sepa- 

rate classes,  provided  the  female  students 
would  be  satisfied  in  receiving,  after  examin- 

ation, certificates  of  proficiency  in  medicine 
instead  of  University  degrees.  Such  certifi- 

cates, it  is  stated,  are  granted  by  the  London 
University. 

Dr.  Holland's  Memoirs. 
Sir  Henry   Holland,  the  well-known 

fasionable  London  physician,  and  now  in  his 
eighty-fourth  year,  has  just  published  the 
recollections  of  his  past  life.   Besides  being 
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a  laborious  professional  man  he  was  also  an 
indefatigable  traveler,  and  visited  almost 
every  region  of  the  world.  It  is  mentioned 
as  a  curious  coincidence,  that  in  every  country 
his  visit  was  followed  by  an  insurrection  not 
long  after.  It  may  be  remembered  that  Sir 
Henry  Holland  was  attached  to  the  party 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  during  his  journey 
through  the  United  States  in  I860,  and  that 
the  great  rebellion  broke  out  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing. 

Alcohol  as  a  Med  cine. 

Dr.  Forbes  Winslow,  the  well-known  writer 
on  diseases  of  the  brain  and  mind,  has  sent  a 
letter  to  the  London  Times,  stating  that  dur- 

ing the  last  twenty  years  he  has  seen  numer- 
ous cases,  more  particularly  among  women, 

of  an  insane  craving  for  alcohol,  which  could 
be  traced  to  the  injudicious  use  of  stimulants 
given  in  the  first  instance  medicinally.  The 
unwise  and  prolonged  continuance  of  the  use 
of  alcohol  after  the  physician  has  retired 
from  the  treatment  of  the  case,  Dr.  Forbes 
Winslow  says,  causes  spirits  to  become  a  ne- 

cessity of  life,  inducing  habits  of  tippling  and 
confirmed  drunkenness,  and  eventually  devel- 

oping severe  diseases  of  the  brain  and  mind, 
and  frightful  disorders  of  the  nervous  system. 
Dr.  Forbes  Winslow  speaks  in  the  strongest 
terms  of  condemnation  of  the  stimulating 
theory  as  applied  to  the  treatment  of  acute 
inflammatory  affections.  He  says  that  the 
habit  of  stimulation  may  be  established  by 
the  occasional  sipping  of  spirits  of  wine, 
cologne  water,  spirits  of  chloroform,  spirits 
of  ammonia  or  any  of  the  medicinal  tinctures 
as  well  as  by  drinking  brandy,  whisky  or 
wine.  Such  opinions  are  not  yet  indorsed  by 
the  profession  at  large  with  us. 

The  l"ew  York  Quarantine. 
The  report  of  the  health  officer  of  New 

York  states  that  during  1871  there  arrived  at 
that  port  from  foreign  and  domestic  ports 
9,576  vessels,  subject  to  quarantine.  Of  these, 
about  seven  per  cent,  were  detained  longer 
than  the  time  required  for  boarding  and  e  - 
amination.  Of  the  per  centage  named,  237 
vessels  had  cases  of  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases  aboard,  and  466  had  arrived  from 
yellow  fever  ports ;  124  were  detained  longer 
than  five  days,  and  75  vessels  were  discharged 
at  quarantine.   There  were  152  vessels  de- 

tained on  account  of  small-pox  aboard,  and  on 
these  there  were  365  persons  ill  with  the  dis- 

ease, and  82,438  persons  were  exposed  to  in- 
fection. Of  these  persons  74,000  were  vac- 

cinated by  the  health  officers. 

Cold  Bathing. 

A  London  paper  says  of  the  Serpentine  in 

Hyde  Park,  London :  "  Every  morning  in  the 
year,  no  matter  how  inclement  the  weather 
may  be,  there  are  bathers  in  this  ornamental 
lake,  and  during  the  hard  frost  of  last  De- 

cember, skating  and  bathing  were  going  on  at 
the  same  time,  the  ice  having  been  broken 
with  hatchets,  in  order  to  allow  the  latter 
sport  to  be  enjoyed.  On  December  25th,  the 
winter  bathers'  annual  festival,  was  held,  and 
there  was  a  swimming  match  for  a  silver  cup3 
over  a  course  one  hundred  yards  long,  and 

thirty  persons  contended  for  the  prize." 

The  Course  of  Crims. 

Not  long  since  we  adverted  to  the  crimes  of 
a  notorious  female  abortionist  in  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  who  was  protected  in  some  measure  by 
the  press  and  the  profession  of  that  city. 
Since  then  she  has  proved  herself  a  murderess 
of  adults  as  well  as  infants,  under  the  assumed 
name  of  McCarty.  The  Albany  Journal  makes 
the  following  remarks : 

"  This  Mrs.  McCarty  is  the  1  female  physi- 
cian '  of  this  city,  known  as  *  Mrs.  Burleigh,' 

some  of  whose  professional  work  has  given 
her  considerable  notoriety  within  a  few  months 
past.  It  seems  that  she  travels  about  under 

different  names — generally  '  Burleigh,'  but 
sometimes  '  Seymour,'  and,  as  in  Utica, 
'  McCarty.'  The  police  of  Utica  have  tele- 

graphed for  her  general  character,  but  have 
no  other  particulars  of  the  shooting  than  is 
given  above.  It  seems  there  was  a  cause  for 
the  quarrel  with  the  man  Thompson,  whom 
Mrs.  Burleigh  attempted  to  kill.  Some  three 
years  ago  he  enticed  her  into  a  state  room  on 
one  of  our  steam-boats.  The  result,  she 
claimed,  was  a  daughter,  now  living,  and  she 
began  to  black-mail  Thompson.  Among  other 
valuables  she  obtain  ed  from  him  was  the  house 

she  recently  occupied  in  Howard  street.  Hav- 
ing then  refused  to  continue  his  benefactions, 

she  informed  his  family  of  what  had  trans- 
pired. Upon  this  Thompson  foreclosed  the 

mortgage  on  the  Howard  stieet  house,  and  on 
last  Monday  the  woman  became  houseless. 
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She  at  once  proceeded  to  Utica,  and  this  mur- 

der is  the  result.  The  man  she  intended  to 
kill  will  probably  live.  An  innocent  man  was 

killed." 

Correspondence. 
DOMESTIC. 

To  Bemove  Tar,  Turpentine,  etc.,  from  Objects. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
By  accident,  I  recently  discovered  a  simple 

combination  that  will  speedily  and  effectually 
remove  from  glass,  porcelain,  hands,  or  any 
part  of  the  body,  Venice  turpentine,  tar, 
pitch,  or  any  sticky  substance  of  a  like  nature 
that  will  resist  warm  water  and  soap.  It  is 
entirely  harmless  to  the  skin,  and  yet  it  will 
remove  these  substances  as  promptly  and  as 
thoroughly  as  soap  and  water  will  remove 
common  dirt. 

All  are  aware  how  difficult  a  task  it  is  to 
cleame  a  graduate  after  measuring  any  given 
quantity  of  Yenice  turpentine,  or  to  remove 
the  traces  of  a  rather  soft,  sticking,  or  other 
plaster,  from  the  human  body.  Now  to  let 
the  '*  cat  out  of  the  wallet,"  here  is  the  secret in  a  nut  shell : 

For  Cleansing  Glass. — An  amalgam  of  the 
pulverized  extract  of  licorice  and  oil  of  ani- 

seed. This  seems  to  combine  with  the  tur- 
pentine, and  it  may  then  be  rubbed  dry  and 

clean  with  a  pledget  of  cotton. 
For  cleansing  tar  or  pitch  from  the  skin, 

make  the  mixture  about  the  consistency  of 
thick  cream,  and  rub  on  thoroughly  with  the 
hand ;  then  follow  with  a  piece  of  good  soap, 
a  sponge  and  warm,  soft  water. 
We  give  you  this  gratuitously  on  the  condi- 

tion that  you  inform  us  if  it  does  not  do  what 
we  claim  for  it. 

A.  D.  Binkerd,  M.  D. 

Parker's  Landing,  Pa.,  Jan.  10,  1872. 

The  Use  of  the  Vertebrated  Catheter. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

The  difficulty  that  heretofore  attended  the 
introduction  of  the  catheter  in  retention  of 
urine  from  an  enlarged  prostrate  gland,  led  me 
to  test  Dr.  Squires'  vertebrated  catheter— 
which  was  presented  to  the  State  Medical  So- 

ciety at  its  last  session,  in  this  city,  for  con- 
sideration -  and  of  which  honorable  mention 

is  made  in  its  transactions.  Mr.  A.,  ast 
seventy-two.  for  the  last  eigbt  years  had  fre- 

quent retentions  of  urine  from  enlargements 
of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  prostate.  It 
ha^  averaged  two  paroxysms  a  year  of  fourteen 
days  each,  requiring  relief  twice  in  24  hours. 
The  channel  was  tortuous  and  the  introduc- 

tion of  the  catheter,  so  difficult  that  I  ordered 
one  of  Dr.  S.  Caltern.   The  introduction 

was  so  easy  that  the  old  gentleman  purchased 
the  catheter,  and  for  two  weeks  relieved  him- 

self daily  and  now  feels  master  of  the  situ- 
ation. 

I  take  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of 
the  profession,  especially  those  who  are  living 
in  the  country,  to  the  facility  with  which  un- 

skilled hands  can  relieve  themselves  and 
avoid  necessary  suffering.  The  instrument  is 
manufactured  by  Mr.  Gemrig,  of  your  city. 

Yery  respectfully, 
B.  H.  Detwiuer,  M.  D. 

Williamsport,  Pa.,  Jan.  13, 1872. 

Recovery  after  Excessive  Use  of  Chloral. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

I  have  noticed  in  the  Reporter  several 
cases  of  poisoning  by  chloral  hydrate.  I  now 
send  you  a  case  of  my  own,  where  a  large  dose 
proved  to  have  no  serious  results. 
Mrs,  S.,  set.  28;  nervous  temperament; 

primipara ;  weight,  95  lbs.  ;  inclined  to  hyste- 
ria ;  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  chloral 

to  produce  sleep  for  the  last  year.  On  the 
evening  of  January  5th  she  got  very  angry 
at  her  husband  and  went  into  hysterics.  I  was 
called  in  and  threw  one-third  grain  of  morphia 
into  the  back  of  her  neck  hypodermically  ;  in 
twenty  minutes  she  was  asleep.  I  gave  direc- 

tions to  keep  up  the  use  of  chloral  when  she 
was  wild,  and  left.  Her  husband  would  tell  me 
every  day  or  two  that  she  was  quiet  part  cf 
the  time  and  raving  at  others. 

On  the  12th  I  was  again  called  and  found 
her  vomiting,  with  signs  of  poisoning.  On 
inquiry  I  found  he  had  bought  every 
night  and  given  it  all  until  last  night ;  he  then 
found  it  was  cheaper  by  the  3,  and  as  he  was 
a  poor  man  he  got  the  and  during  the  night 
gave  her  the  whole  of  it.  In  short,  she  took 
§j.  every  day  for  six  successive  days,  and  then 
took  ̂ j.  during  the  night.  I  ordered  ̂ ss.  iron, 
quinia  and  strychnia,  as  prepared  by  Reed, 
Carnick  and  Andrews,  every  two  hours. 
In  twenty-four  hours  she  was  completely  re- 

covered. J.  Butts,  M.  D. 
Onawa,  Iowa,  Jan.  19, 1872. 

The  Preservation  of  Vaccine  Virus. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

I  send  you  my  simple  method  of  preserving 
vaccine  virus,  for  future  emergencies. 

Procure  two  pieces  of  glass  about  an  inch 
square,  one  of  which  should  be  over  an  eighth 
of  an  inch  thick.  In  the  center  of  the  thicker 

piece,  with  a  carpenter's  brace  and  a  suitable 
drill  of  hard  steel,  excavate  a  depression  large 
enough  to  contain  the  scab,  on  which  pour  a 
few  drops  of  glycerine,  and  then  bind  the  two 
pieces  together  with  wire  or  twine,  and  insert 
a  wooden  wedge  under  the  place  of  intersec- 

tion ,  and  dip  the  whole  in  varnish.  When  dry 
it  will  keep  for  years  in  a  cool,  dark  place. 

George  Goodell,  M.  D. 
SyJcesville,  Bur.  Co.,  N.  J. 

» 



Feb,  3,  1S72.] News  and  Miscellany. 

109 

News  and  Miscellany. 

American  Medical  Association. 

Office  of  Permanent  Secretary,  ) 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M.'D.  \ 1,400  Pine  street, S.  W.  cor.  Broad, PMla. ) 
The  twenty-third  annual  session  will  be 

held  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  7, 1872,  at  11 
A.  M. 

The  fallowing  committees  are  expected  to 
report  : 

On  Cultivation  of  the  Cinchona  Tree — Dr. 
Lemuel  J.  Deal,  Pennsylvania,  Chairman. 

On  the  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  the  Retina 
— Dr.  R.  F.  Michel,  Alabama,  Chairman. 

On  the  Comparative  Pathology  and  the  Ef- 
fects which  Diseases  of  Inferior  Animals  have 

upon  the  Human  System — Dr.  Geo.  Sutton, 
Indiana,  Chairman. 

On  the  Structure  of  the  White  Blood  Cor- 
puscles—Dr.  J.  G.  Richardson,  Pennsylvania, Chairman. 

On  Vaccination — Dr.  T.  N.  Wise,  Ken- 
tucky, Chairman. 

On  Skin  Transplantation — Dr.  J.  Ford 
Thompson,  D.  C  ,  Chairman. 

On  the  Nature  and  Process  of  the  Restora- 
tion of  Bone— Dr.  A.  L.  McArthur,  Illinois, Chairman. 

On  some  Diseases  peculiar  to  Colorado— 
Dr.  John  Eisner,  Colorado,  Chairman. 

On  Correspondence  with  State  Medical  So- 
cieties—Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  Illinois,  Chairman. 

On  National  Health  Council— Dr.  Thomas 
M.  Lo2an,  Cd  ro  nia,  Cha  man. 

On  Nomendaiute  of  Diseases — Dr.  Francis 
Gurney  Smith,  Pennsylvania,  Chairman. 

On  What,  if  any,  legislative  means  are 
expedient  and  advisable  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  Contagious  Diseases— Dr.  M.  H.  Henry, 
New  York,  Chairman. 

On  American  Medical  Necrology — Dr.  J.D. 
Jackson,  Kentucky,  Chairman. 

On  Medical  Education— Dr.  J.  S.  Weather- 
ly,  Alabama,  Chairman. 
On  Medical  Literature —Dr.  Theoph.  Par- 

vin,  Indiana,  Chairman. 
Ou  Prize  Essays— Dr.  Alfred  Stille,  Penn- 

sylvania, Chairman. 
On  the  Climatology  and  Epidemics  of— 

New  Hampshire,  Dr.  G.  R.  Crosby  ;  Vermont, 
Dr.  G.  B.  Bullard;  Massachusetts,  Dr.  E.  Cut- 

ter; Rhode  Island,  Dr.  Edward  T.  Caswell; 
Connecticut,  Dr.  J.  C.  Jackson  ;  New  York, 
Dr.  W.  F.  Thorns  ;  New  Jersey,  Dr.  E.  M. 
Hunt ;  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  W.  L.  Wells ;  Mary- 

land, Dr.  C.  H.  Ohr;  Georgia,  Dr.  A.  J. 
Semmes;  Missouri,  Dr.  W.  S.  Edgar;  Ala- 

bama, Dr.  R.  F.  Mitcbel ;  Texas,  Dr.  S.  M- 
Welsh  ;  Illinois,  Dr.  David  Prince  ;  Indiana, 
Dr.  Dugan  Clark ;  District  of  Columbia,  Dr. 
J.  W,  H.  Lovejoy  ;  Iowa,  Dr.  J.  Williamson  ; 
Michigan,  Dr.  S.  H.  Doualas  ;  Ohio,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Murphy ;  California,  Dr.  F.  W.  Hatch  ;  Ten- 

nessee, Dr.  W.  K.  Bowling;  West  Virginia, 

E.  A.  Hildreth;  Minnesota,  Dr.  Chas.  N. 
Hewett ;  Virginia,  Dr.  A.  G.  Wortham ;  Del- 

aware, Dr.  L.  B.  Bush ;  Kansas,  Dr.  Tiffin 
Sinks;  Mississippi,  Dr.  J.  P.  Moore;  Louisi- 

ana, Dr.  S.  M.  Bemibs  ;  Wisconsin,  Dr.  J.  K. 
Bartlett ;  Kentucky,  Dr.  L.  P.  Yandell,  Sr. ; 
Colorado,  Dr.  R.  G.  Buckingham;  Oregon, 
Dr.  E.  R.  Fiske;  North  Carolina,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Haywood  ;  South  Carolina,  Dr.  M.  Simmons. 

OCT3  Physicians  desiring  to  present  papers before  the  Association  should  observe  the 
following  rule : 
"Papers  appropriate  to  the  several  sec- 

tions, in  order  to  secure  consideration  and  ac- 
tion, must  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  ap- 

propriate section  at  least  one  month  before 
the  meeting  which  is  to  act  upon  them.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  whom 
such  papers  are  sent  to  examine  them  with 
care,  and,  with  the  advice  of  the  chairman  of 
his  Section,  to  determine  the  time  and  order 
of  their  presentation,  and  give  due  notice  of 
the  same.  ..." OFFICERS  OF  SECTIONS. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica. — Drs.  R.  E. 
Rogers,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Chairman;  Eph- 
raim  Cutter,  Boston,  Mass.,  Secretary. 

Practice  of  Medicine  and  0  >stetrics. — Drs. 
D.  A.  O'Donnell,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Chairman 
Benjamin  F.  Dawson,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
Secretary. 

Surgery  and  Anatomy. — Dr.  John  T.  Hod- 
sren,  ̂ t  Louis,  Mo.,  Chairman ;  W.  F.  Peck 
Davenport,  Iowa,  Secretary. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  Hygiene,  and  Phy- 
siology.— Drs.  S.  C.  Busey,  Washington,  D. 

C, Chairman;  E.  L.  Howard,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Secretary. 

Psychology. — Dr.  Isaac  Ray,  Philadelphia 
Pa.,  Chairman ;  John   Curwen,  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  Secretary. 

Secretaries  of  all  medical  organizations  ar 
requested  to  forward  lists  of  their  delegates, 
as  soon  as  elected,  to  the  Permanent  Secre- tary. 

Railroad  and  hotel  arrangements  will  be 
announced  at  an  early  date. 

W.  B.  Atkinson. 

Electricity  and  Nerve  Force. 

Mr.  J.  St.  Clair  Gray,  of  Glasgow  Univer- 
sity, Scotland,  has  recently  observed  the  mu- 
tual action  of  sulphur  and  phosphorus  in  al- 

ka  ine  solutions,  and  the  idea  that  such  action 
might  be  the  source  of  an  electric  current 
occurred  to  him.  Accordingly  he  prepared 
a  cell  containing  caustic  potash  in  solution, 
and  placed  in  it  sticks  of  phosphorus  and  sul- 

phur; and  he  found,  half  an  hour  afterward, 
that  the  sulphur  remained  unaffected,  while 
the  phosphorus  had  settled  in  an  oily  mass  to 
the  bottom  of  the  alkaline  fluid.  Phosphoret- 
ted  hydrogen,  spontaneously  inflammable, 
was  given  off  during  the  first  six  days ;  but 
after  this  time  the  gas  became  somewhat  sul- 

phuretted, and  no  ignition  took  place.  The 
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test  by  Sir  TV.  Thompson's  electrometer, 
made  by  a  qualified  assistant  of  that  eminent 
philosopher,  showed  the  electromotive  force 
to  be  162,  while  a  Daniell.  acting  under  simi- 

lar conditions,  exhibited  120  only.  A  remarka- 
ble feature  of  this  battery  was  that  the  fluid 

phosphorus  on  being  removed  and  washed, 
still  retained  its  liquid  state.  Sticks  of  solid 
phosphorus,  were  introduced,  and  they  not 
only  did  not  help  the  liquor  to  solidify,  but 
speedily  became  deliquescent  themselves. 

Mr.  Gray's  object  was  to  obtain  data  to  sup- 
port a  theory  on  the  origin  of  nerve  force,  he 

being  convinced  that  the  power  of  the  nerves 
had  an  electric  element  in  it.  He  was  induced 
to  make  the  experiment  described  above  by 
the  well  known  facts  that  phosphorus  is  largely 
present  in  the  brain  and  sulphur  in  the  liver, 
and  that  an  alkaline  fluid  is  in  constant  circu- 

lation between  them.  He  has  tested  this 
theory  by  experiments  on  a  rabbit,  and  con- 

siders that  he  is  justified  in  assuming  that  his 
explanation  of  the  existence  of  galvanic 
action  between  the  brain  and  liver  is  correct 
and  well  founded.  We  shall  probably  soon 
be  enabled  to  lay  further  results  before  our 
readers. 

Photographed  Nerve-Sections. 
Dr.  Duchenne,  of  Boulogne,  has  presented 

to  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  an  album 
containing  copies  of  photographs  of  the  ap- 

pearances presented  by  sections  of  the  great 
sympathetic  nerve,  the  spinal  ganglia,  the 
spinal  cord,  and  the  medulla  oblongata  greatly 
magnified.  He  fixed  the  photographs  on 
stone  by  a  process  he  terms  photo-autography, 
the  details  of  which,  however,  he  does  not 
communicate.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find  him 
stating  that  the  results  confirm  the  substan- 

tial accuracy  of  the  beautiful  drawings  made 
by  Dr.  Lockhart  Clarke  on  the  central 
part  of  the  nervous  system,  and  especially 
upon  the  medulla  oblongata.  In  his  later  ex- 

periments Dr.  Duchenne  has  adopted  Dr. 
Clarke's  method  of  preparation  with  chromic- acid  and  carmine.  He  states  that  certain  mi- 
crographic  details  come  out  with  wonderful 
clearness  in  the  photographs,  and  that  by  this 
means  some  important  additions  maybe  made 
to  our  knowledge.  He  has  ascertained  that 
in  the  white  substance  of  the  medulla  oblong- 

ata there  are  nerve  tubules  from  thirty-time 
ten  thousandths  of  a  millimeter  to  three-hun- 
dredths  of  a  millimeter  in  diameter. — Nature. 

The  Germantown  Hospital. 
The  organizing  meeting  of  the  Board  of 

Managers  of  the  Germantown  Hospital  and 
Dispensary  was  held  on  the  16th  inst.,  when 
the  following  officers  were  elected : 

President— James  E.  Rhoads,M.  D. 
Secretary— Thomas  Stewardson,  Jr. 
Treasurer — Norton  Johnson. 
Physicians  to  1he  Hospital— Win.  Darrach,  M. 

D.,  T.L.Leayitt,M.  D.,  A.  F.  Muller,  M.  D. 

Attending  Physician  at  Dispensary — Dr.  Lea- 
vitt. 

Outdoor  Physicians  at  Dispensary  —  Drs.  Lea- 
vitt,  William  Darrach,  Muller  and  Fulton. 
Germantown  needs  a  large,  well-endowed 

hospital.  The  enterprise  is  in  good  hands, 
and  we  hope  the  residents  of  that  section  of 
the  city  will  not  be  lacking  in  giving  it  a  vig- 

orous, hearty  support. 

 Queen  Victoria's  life  was  rendered 
doubly  a  burden  during  the  illness  of  her  eld- 

est son  by  the  incessant  stream  of  lotions,  de- 
coctions, and  medicaments  poured  in  for  the 

salvation  of  the  Prince.  One  quack,  more 
impulsive  and  confident  than  the  rest,  rushed 
into  the  royal  pew,  and  made  an  incoherent 
appeal  to  the  good  mother  to  accept  his  nos- 

trum for  her  sick  son,  and  life  would,  of  a  cer- 
tainty, be  assured. 

MARRIAGES. 

Bugstkessbr— Robins.  At  Elysburg,  Pa.,  January  16th, 
by  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Swallow,  S.  A.  Bugstresser,  Esq.,  of  Mt. 
Carmel,  and  Miss  Annie  M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph.  C. 
Robins. 
Cannon— Dale.  January  4th.  by  Rev.  George  Norcross, 

Harry  P.  Cannon,  of  Bridg^ay,  Delaware,  and  Miss  Annie 
Dale,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  of  Carlisle. 
Bvsxet— Hemion.  January  10th,  at  the  residence  of 

the  bride's  father,  by  the  Rev.  John  Steele,  Norman  B. Bayley,  M.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  Miss  Etta 
Hemion,  of  Preakness,  near  Patterson.  New  Jersey. 
Holbrook— Chalmers.  January  17th,  1872,  at  the 

residence  of  the  b  ide's  father,  New  York  City,  by  the Rev.  Dr.  Paxon,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Adams,  Wm. 
C.  Holbrook  and  Anna  M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Chalmers. 
Shepard — Humphrey,    Brooklyn,  January  17th,  Dr. 

Charles  U.  Shepard,  Jr.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  Miss 
Ellen  Humphrey,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  James Humphrey. 
Lefplbr— Hair.  By  Rev.  W.  Davidson,  at  the  resi- 

dence of  the  bride's  father,  Dr.  Hair,  of  Millville,  Ohio, Samuel  P.  Lefiler  and  Miss  Ibela  J.  Hair. 
McAallister—  Gould.  In  West  Randolph,  Orange 

county,  Vermont,  January  15th,  Dr.  J.  McAllister,  of Bernard,  and  Miss  Kosa  Gould,  of  West  Randolph. 
Palmer— Mortimer.  At  Pottsville,  Pa. ,  January  23, 

1872.  by  ihe  Rev.  Joseph  McCool  Charles  T.  Palmer, 
M.  D.,  and  Sue  J  ,  daughter  of  Wil  iam  Mortimer,  Esq. 
Pancoast— Mason.  At  Norwich,  Chenango  county, 

N.  Y.,  on  the  19th  ult.,  by  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Lnvendge.  Dr. 
D.  P.  Pancoast,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  and  Hattie  B.,  only 
daughter  of  Dr.  Mason,  of  Norwich. 

DEATHS. 
Arnold.   Jn  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire,  December 

25,  Mrs  Betsey  E.,  wife  of  Dr.  Jeremiah  Arnold,  aged  64 
years,  10  months. Babcock.  In  New  York  city,  January  22,  in  the  52d 
year  of  his  age,  Dr.  Nathan  Babcock. 
Garrison.  Dr.  Nelson  A.  Garrison,  one  of  the  found- ers of  the  Kings  County  Medical  Society,  died  January 

26.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  practiced  medi- cine for  more  than  forty  ye ars. 
MoWhinney.  Suddenly,  in  this  city,  January  25,  of 

apoplexy,  Arthur  McWhmney,  M.  D.,  aged  52  years,  a 
native  of  England. 
Stevens  In  Guilford  Centre,  Vermont,  January  10, 

Dr.  B.  W  Stevens,  aged  83  veais. 
Harrison — In  Xenia,  Ohio,  December  25,  1871,  of 

tuberculosis,  Thomas  B.  Harbison,  M.  D.,  in  the  45th  year of  his  age. 
Sweet.  Suddenly,  in  Lowell,  Vermont,  January  6,  Dr. O.  P.  Sweet. 
Wilson.  At  Cadiz,  Ohio,  January  10,  Dr.  Martin  Wil- son, the  oldest  citizen  of  the  place.  He  had  practiced 

medicine  there  tor  sixty  years. 
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Original  Department. 

Communications. 

LEUCOCYTHEMIA,  WITH  KEPORT  OF 
A  CASE. 

Crede  quod  habes,  et  habes. 

By  George  A.  Way,  M.  D„ 

Of  Caldwell,  Noble  County,  Ohio. 
Read  b  fore  the  Meigs  and  M>son  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Jane  D.,  an  unusually  bright,  precocious 
child,  set.  eight  years,  attended  school  regular- 

ly last  fall  and  summer  (1870),  not  missing  a 
day  of  the  terms,  reading,  writing  and  study- 

ing books  that  are  usually  coosidered  to  be 
too  profound  for  eight  year  old  brains  to  mas- 

ter. Every  evening  upon  returning  to  her 
home,  from  school,  she  would  complain  of  an 
intense,  throbbing  pain  in  the  head,  seated 
in  the  right  side  of  the  forehead,  directly  over 
the  frontal  eminence.  This  pain,  as  we  have 

said,  and  as  the  child's  actions  plainly  indi- 
cated, was  very  severe,  and  could  be  relieved, 

by  the  child's  parents,  in  one  way  only,  and 
that  by  continuous  and  firm  pressure  made  by 
the  hands  grasped  around  the  head,  or  by 
means  of  a  tightly  drawn  bandage. 

This  pain  continued  for  months,  increasing 
daily;  nevertheless  the  child  was  continued  at 
school,  and  appeared  never  to  be  satisfied  un- 

less she  had  a  book  or  paper  in  her  hands. 
Finally,  she  began  to  lose  flesh,  grew  thin 
and  pale,  was  peevish  and  easily  irritated, 
and  had  a  tired,  care-worn  look,  just  as  we 
would  expect  to  find  in  a  child  whose  brain 
was  being  so  cruelly  and  terribly  taxed. 

This  condition  of  affairs  was  kept  up  until 
about  the  first  of  December,  1870,  when,  on 
returning  to  her  home  from  school,  she  was 
taken  with  an  alarming  epistaxis,  and  a  phy- 

sician sent  for.  The  hemorrhage  was  pro- 
fuse, and  continued  (although  the  doctor  used 

all  the  skill  of  which  he  was  master  to  check 
it)  to  syncope.  Afcer  she  recovered  from  har 
faintness,  hemorrhage  ceased,  or,  I  should 
say,  was  arrested  during  the  faint.  The  at- 

tending physician,  without  attempting  to  come 
to  any  conclusion  as  to  the  cause  of  the 

trouble,  and  stating  that  it  was  a  "simple 
nose  bleed  to  which  many  children  are  sub- 

ject," prescribed  iron  and  'eft,  supposing  that 
the  child  would  come  round  all  right  after  a 
few  days  rest  and  twenty  or  thirty  doses  of 
his  favorite  bicarbonate. 

In  precisely  two  weeks  from  the  first  hem- 
orrhage, at  about  the  same  hour  in  the  day, 

bleeding  returned,  and  was  not  checked  until 
kind  nature  again  interposed  a  faint  between 
life  and  death.  The  same  physician  called 
during  the  first  attack  was  called  again. 
This  time  his  examinations  were  more  criti- 

cally made,  but  arriving  at  no  positive  diag- 
nosis, he  ordered  iron  in  increased  doses,  and 

took  the  case  in  hands  for  treatment,  and 
visited  her  for  the  next  few  days  regularly, 
when  from  some  unaccountable  reason  he 
neglected  his  calls;  could  not  be  found,  though 
sought  for  high  aud  low  by  the  father  of  the 
child ;  and  I  was  called  upon  and  went,  find- 

ing the  case  about  as  follows: 
General  appearance  bad ;  child  looked  old 

and  weary;  face  deathly  pale,  and  prolabia 
bloodless ;  eyes  wild  and  staring,  showing  at 
least  two  lines  in  breadtn  of  the  sclerotic  cov- 

ering of  the  eye-ball,  between  the  upper  bord- 
er of  the  iris  and  the  lower  border  of  the 

upper  eye-lid;  face  was  bloated,  and  nose 
swollen,  presenting  that  appearance  denomi- 

nated "frog  faced;"  abdomen  greatly  en- 
larged, especially  over  the  region  of  the  liver  > 
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[Vol.  xxvi. stomach  and  spleen,  and  somewhat  tympani- 
tic and  extremely  tender  to  the  touch;  respi- 

ration 35  per  minute,  and  mucous  rales  over 
the  entire  surface  of  both  lungs;  cough  con- 

stant and  annoying ;  pulse  130,  small  and  ir- 
regular ;  chorea  marked;  in  fact  the  head,  body, 

arms  and  legs,  were  in  constant  motion, 
while  articulation  was  indistinct  and  stam- 

mering; tongue  coated  with  a  heavy,  brown- 
ish far,  with  breath  fetid  and  sickening;  ano- 

rexia complete ;  sleeplessness  was  marked 
and  peculiar;  she  would  awake  in  the  morn- 

ing about  nine  (/clock,  and  remain  awake  un- 
til about  five  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when 

she  would  go  off  into  a  sleep,  with  eyes  wide 
open,  and  her  legs  and  arms  in  constant  mo- 

tion, to  awake  again  at  nine  o'clock,  and  re- 
main awake  for  the  next  twenty  hours. 

From  the  number  and  prominence  of  so 
many  very  marked  symptoms,  you  will  very 
readily  conclude  that  I,  like  my  predecessor 
in  attendance,  could  arrive  at  no  very  speedy 

diagnosis  ;  but  telling  the  child's  parents  that 
the  case  was  one  of  chorea,  with  something 
additional,  probably  a  tumor  or  polypus  in  the 
course  of  the  "  nasal  cavity,"  I  ordered  a 
bath,  and  prescribed  bromide  potassium  in 
5  gr.  doses,  every  two  hours  until  sleep  was 
produced ;  an  expectorant  mixture  for  the 
cough,  and  turpentine  stupes  to  the  abdomen, 
and  left,  pron_ising  to  call  the  next  day. 

December  29,  1870. —  Child  slept  none  last 
night,  never  closing  an  eye;  pulse,  120; 
cough  loosened  and  less  troublesome,  with  res- 

piration easier  and  decreased  as  to  frequency  ; 
abdomen  much  less  tympanitic  and  tender, 
though,  on  examination,  I  find  that  the  liver 
and  spleen  are  both  enlarged,  the  spleen  great- 

ly ;  in  fact  all  the  glandular  bodies  are  enlarged, 
and  especially  the  thyroid  bodies  ;  chorea  not 
lessened ;  some  symptoms  of  a  return  of  the 
hemorrhage.  Ordered  a  dose  of  castor  oil  and 
turpentine,  to  be  followed,  after  the  action  of 
the  cathartic,  by  opium  and  quiniae  every 
four  hours  ;  mineral  acid  three  times  a  day  ; 
the  whole  body  to  be  sponged  with  tepid 
acidulated  water  in  the  evening ;  turpentine 
stupes  continued. 

December  30, 1870. — Child  apparently  better 
having  slept  most  of  the  time  for  the  last  24 
hours ;  coughs  but  little ;  chorea  greatly  les- 

sened; abdomen  scarcely  at  all  tender,  and 
enlarged  only  over  liver  and  spleen ;  tongue 
looks  better;  articulation  more  distinct;  asked 

for  something  to  eat  to-day  and  appeared  to 
relish  her  victuals,  the  first  time  in  weeks  ; 
pulse  112  or  115,  with  heart  sounds  normal  but 
feeble;  treatment  was  continued  with  the  ad- 

dition of  all  the  "  beef  essence"  she  could 
take. 

December  31,  1870.— Patient  did  not  sleep 
so  well  last  night ;  the  sleep  was  not  so  sound 
as  on  previous  night,  being  disturbed  by  starts 
and  screams,  probably  due  to  unpleasant 
dreams  ;  condition  of  abdomen  and  bowels  is 
good,  tenderness  being  insignificant ;  no  appe- 

tite ;  pulse  120  and  still  very  feeble  and  ir- 
regular ;  respiration  less  labored,  though  mu- 

cous rales  are  heard  over  both  great  bronchi ; 
cough  more  troublesome  than  yesterday, 
and  on  examination  I  find  both  tonsils  greatly 
enlarged  and  uvula  elongated.  This  is  prob- 

ably the  cause  of  the  principal  part  of  the 
cough.  Chorea  more  marked  than  on  pre- 

vious visit ;  patient  cannot  put  her  hand  to 
her  mouth,  and  in  attempting  to  do  so  often 
strikes  herself  in  the  face  or  misses  the 
head  entirely.  (I  notice  when  my  patient 
goes  to  sleep  under  the  influence  of  opiates 
that  the  chorea  ceases  during  sleep,  but  when 
her  sleep  is  natural  her  arms  and  legs  are  in 
constant  motion.)  She  complains  to-day  of  a 
violent  pain  under  the  bridge  of  the  nose,  and 
is  constantly  picking  at  the  nose  ;  the  face  is 
more  swollen  than  heretofore ;  pain  in  side 
of  head  continues  ;  slight  epistaxis.  Quinine 
omitted  and  patient  ordered  opium  and  bro- 

mide potassium  every  four  hours,  with  weak 
egg  nog  and  a  larger  amount  of  beef  essence, 
and  to  be  sponged  two  times  a  day  in  tepid 
acidulated  water,  muriatic  acid  being  the  acid 
used,  and  to  take  no  acid  internally. 

January  1, 1871.— No  change  for  the  better ; 
opium,  in  large  doses,  will  make  her  quiet  and 
sleep,  though  its  effects  on  the  stomach  and 
bowels  and  appetite  are  not  what  we  could 
desire  ;  cries  with  pain  in  the  nose  and  is  con- 

stantly picking  at  it ;  slight  general  anasarca 
to-day,  marked  especially  in  the  face  and  an- 

kles ;  she  is  evidently  getting  weaker  ;  same 
treatment. 

January  2, 1871. — No  better,  but  still  weak- 
er, and  I  am  puzzled  more  and  more  ;  I  cer- 

tainly have  a  very  large  elephant  on  my  hands, 
though  convinced  that  unless  something  is 
done,  and  that  speedily,  I  will  not  have  it  on 
my  hands  many  days  longer.   I  request  of 
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the  child's  parents  that  they  call  Doctor  M.  to 
meet  me  to-morrow  in  consultation. 

January  3, 1871.— Met  with  Doctor  M.  The 
doctor  nudea  thorough  examination,  and  ex- 

pressed himself  to  me  about  as  follows  :  "  In 
all  my  practice  of  some  fifteen  years,  and 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  my  reading,  I 
have  never  come  across  a  case  like  this  before; 
I  have  no  opinion  to  offer,  either  as  to  the 
cause  of  (he  trouble  or  its  character  or  plan 
for  treatment  ;  but  as  some  of  the  marked 
symptoms  seen  in  this  case  are  laid  down  by 

the  "  old  writers  "  as  "  worm  signs"  suppose 
that  we,  in  order  to  give  our  patient  the  bene- 

fit of  all  possible  theories,  put  her  on  santonine 
for  the  next  twelve  hours."  I  willingly  favor- 

ed a  trial  of  santonine,  and,  accordingly,  all 
other  remedies  were  stopped  and  santonine 
substituted,  to  be  followed  by  a  brisk  cathar- 
tic. 

January  4, 1871. — Called  to  see  patient  about 
4  o'clock  to-day  ;  found  that  she  had  taken  her 
medicine  as  directed,  and  that  the  cathartic  had 
acted  freely,  producing  the  following  results  : 
One  four  inch  long  lumbricoid  and  more  than 
two  feet  of  square  prostration,  with  an  increase 
of  the  chorea.  I  returned  to  my  former  treat- 

ment of  the  bath,  nourishing  diet  and  opium, 
and  requested  of  the  parents  that  they  call 
Doctor  K.  to  meet  me  to-morrow  at  8  o'clock. 

January  5,  1871.— Met  with  Dr.  K.  this 
morning;  found  my  patient  more  prostrated 
than  I  had  yet  seen  her ;  anasarca  marked  ; 
chorea  about  as  yesterday ;  had  slept  none 
last  night.  The  doctor  examined  her  as  well 
as  circumstances  would  admit ;  listened  to  a 
full  history  of  the  case,  from  commencement 
to  date,  with  treatment  and  its  results,  etc. 

The  doctor  had  no  positive  opinion  to  offer, 
though  he  believed  it  to  be  an  aggravated  case 
of  hypinosis,  or  a  diminution  of  the  fibrine  of 
the  blood.  With  that  conclusion  I  certainly 
will  agree,  though  it  leaves  us  as  much  in  the 
dark  as  we  were  before.  The  fibrine  is  dimin- 

ished in  all  continued  fevers,  and  many  other 
diseases,  and  is  no  more  to  be  considered  a 
separate  disease  than  paralysis  is  a  disease, 
or  dropsy  is  a  disease,  but  it  is  a  result  of 
some  other  disease  in  this  case.  The  doctor 
visited  the  case  again  with  me  in  the  evening, 
though  without  arriving  at  any  positive  con- 
clusions. 

During  our  visit  in  the  morning,  by  the 

doctor's  advice,  the  treatment  was  changed 

in  part,  and  the  patient  put  on  phosphate  of 
iron  and  strychnia.  Under  this  treatment 

she  gradually  sank,  and  died  about  five  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  January  6th,  1871,  some 
five  weeks  after  her  first  hemorrhage,  and 
three  weeks  after  confinement  to  bed.  Of 

course,  as  in  nearly  every  case  a  country  phy- 
sician is  called  to  attend,  no  post-mortem 

examination  was  allowed. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

When  first  called  to  see  this  patient,  I 
thought  I  had  a  case  of  chorea  with  a  tumor, 
probably  of  the  frontal  sinus,  pressing  upon 
the  brain.  The  localized  pain  in  the  forehead, 
the  appearance  of  the  eyes  and  swollen  face, 
all  to  me  indicated  tumor ;  and  the  hemor- 

rhage, led  me  to  believe  that  it  was  polypoid, 

growing,  no  doubt,  from  the  mucous  mem- 
brane lining  some  part  of  the  nasal  cavity ;  I 

was  aware  that  polypoid  growths  were  not 
uncommon,  growing  from  the  schneiderian 
membrane.  It  struck  me  as  possible  that  such 
a  tumor  might  grow  from  this  membrane,  and 
gradually  but  slowly  enlarge  until  it  entirely 
filled  the  cavity  in  which  it  originated,  press 
upon  the  brain,  giving  rise  to  the  swollen 
face,  pain  in  the  head  and  chorea,  and  tnen, 
when  it  could  grow  no  larger,  rapture  its 
coverings  and  discharge  its  contents,  blood,  as 
this  had  done.  The  enlarged  liver  and  spleen 
were  easily  credited  to  much-abused  malaria  ; 
the  cough,  the  tympanitis  and  abdominal 
tenderness  I  considered  to  be  purely  acci- 

dental so  far  as  the  case  was  really  concerned ; 
the  anasarca  I  knew  was  due  to  anemia  and 
impoverishment  of  the  blood.  Still,  I  must 
confess,  I  was  not  precisely  satisfied  with  this 
diagnosis;  had  I  been  I  should  not  have  de- 

sired a  consultation. 

I  gave  to  the  gentlemen,  with  whom  I  con- 
sulted, my  opinion  of  the  case  about  as  I  have 

here  related  it ;  they  did  not  agree,  neither  did 
they  disagree ;  but  having  no  very  sure  opinion 
to  offer,  offered  no  very  sure  opinion.  I  am 
very  glad  thay  had  no  opinions,  for  had  they  I 
might  have  accepted  it  and  neglected  to  study 
the  case,  as  I  have  since  done. 

The  first  gentleman  with  whom  I  consulted 
thought  probably  the  patient  had  worms  ; 
treatment  proved  otherwise.  The  second  gen- 

tleman believed  it  to  be  a  case  of  hypinosis, 
and  was  correct,  no  doubt ;  but  that  was  not 

all.  Adopting  the  usual  style  that  "  When 
the  horse  is  stolen  lock  the  stable  door,"  I 
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waited  until  my  patient  w*s  dead  before  I 
studied  her  disease,  as  I  should  have  studied 
it  while  she  lived  ;  but  since  her  death  I  have 
studied  every  work  within  ray  reach,  and 
believe  I  know  to-day  of  what  disease  Jane  D. 
died ;  and  believe  the  history  of  the  case  will 
prove  me  correct  when  I  pronounce  it  a  case 
of  leucocythemia. 

Flint,  in  his  work  on  Practice,  says  :  "There 
is  but  one  morbid  condition  relating  to  the 
colorless  corpuscles  of  the  blood  as  yet  ascer- 

tained ;  this  consists  in  their  abnormal  multi- 
plication. To  this  condition  Bennett  gave 

tho  name  of  leucocythemia,  signifying  white 
blood  cells.  In  order  that  we  have  this  con- 

dition of  the  blood,  the  white  corpuscles  should 
be  greatly  increased,  amounting  to,  at  least, 
one  to  every  twenty  of  the  red  corpuscles  ; 
cases  have  b  en  observed  when  the  white 

equaled  the  red  corpuscles."  Flint  further 
says  :  "  Patients  afflicted  with  this  disease  are 
anemic.  They  present  the  pallor  of  anemia 
together  with  the  phenomena  symptomatic  of 
that  condition.  Febrile  movements  charac- 

terize certain  cases,  and  in  these  cases  the 
vital  forces  are  rapidly  impaired,  and  death 

takes  place  by  exhaustion." 
Diarrhea  is  apt .  to  occur  iu  this  class  of 

cases.  Oth^r  cases  are  characterized  by  hem- 
orrhages occurring  from  the  nasal  passages  or 

other  situations  ;  and  the  loss  of  blood  may  be 
sufficient  to  prove  the  immediate  cause  of 
death. 

Dyspnoea,  independently  of  any  appreciable 
lesions  of  the  chest,  has  been  observed. 

Diminution  of  the  vital  forces,  progressing 
more  or  less  rapidly,  belongs  to  the  history  of 
this  condition  which  ends  fatally  sooner  or 
later.  It  is  doubiful  if  recovery  ever  takes 
place  in  cases  in  which  the  condition  is  well 
marked.  The  average  duration ,  before  a  fatal 
result,  is  estimated  by  Trousseau  to  be  from 
thirteen  to  fourteen  months.  We  always 

find  associated  with  this  disorder,  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  spleen  and  lymphatic  glands,  and 

generally  a  diseased  condition  of  the  thymus, 
thyroid  and  supra-venal  bodies. 

Jane  D's.  was  a  case  without  fever,  pre- 
senting all  the  symptoms  enumerated  by 

Flint,  and  more  too.  Her  mother  told  me 

that  Jane  had  been  "  ailing"  for  a  year  or 
more.  She  also  said  that  the  blood  the  girl 
ost  by  hemorrhage  did  not  coagulate,  but  re- 

mained fluid  and  thin. 

Right  here,  while  I  think  of  it,  I  desire  to 

ask  a  question  :  7s  not  an  abnormal  multiplica- 
tion of 'the  colorless  corpuscles  of  the  blood  the 

cause  o  f  chorea  at  all  times  1  Are  not  all  per- 
sons, laboring  under  chorea,  anemic  ?  Does 

not  our  present  method  of  treating  chorea  by 
tonics  and  iron  teach  us  that  chorea  is  a  blood 
disease?  Did  any  one  ever  examine  the  blood 
microscopically  in  a  case  of  chorea?  Is  not 
the  spleen  enlarged  in  chorea  ?  Aitkin,  in 

his  Practice,  says,  with  regard  to  leueocythe" 
mia :  "  The  most  frequent  complication  is  an 
enlargement  of  the  spleen.  This  enlargement 
is  so  constant  that  its  existence,  if  not  other- 

wise accounted  for,  would  at  once  indicate 
that  leucocythemia  prevailed.  In  some  cases 
this  increased  weight  is  more  than  seven 
pounds;  the  liver  is  generally  enlarged;  in 
other  cases  affections  of  the  lymphatic  glands 

predominate."  He  further  says:  "In  the 
majority  of  cases  there  are  obvious  indications 
of  ill  health,  and  the  most  prominent  symp- 

tom has  been  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen, 

depending  uponan  enlarged  spleen  and  liver." 
Ascites  and  anasarca  of  the  lower  half  of 

the  body  are  not  unfrequently  present;  a 
tendency  to  oedema  may  commonly  be  observed, 
the  general  surface  of  the  body  being  usually 
pale.  Transitory  pains  in  the  abdomen  are 
frequently  experienced.  Intestinal  disorders 
are  often  also  present,  such  as  vomiting,  con- 

stipation, or  diarrhea,  and  jaundice  is  not  un- 
frequent.  A  considerable  amount  of  dyspnoea 
prevails,  which  cannot  be  accounted  for  by 
the  elevation  of  the  diaphragm  merely. 
Hemorrhage  often  occurs  in  the  form  of  epis- 
tax;s,  or  takes  place  from  the  gums.  The 
disease  ordinarily  runs  a  chronic  course  and  a 

high  degree  of  emaciation  ordinarily  accom- 
panies it.  The  disease  is  usually  well  estab- 
lished before  it  is  noticed,  and  before  any 

remarkable  disturbances  in  the  general  health 
have  occurred. 

It  is  not  until  toward  the  fatal  termination 
that  any  fever  sets  in,  which  then  assumes 
the  hectic  type.  The  nervous  system  often 
partakes  in  the  general  disorder.  He  further 
says  that  the  cause  of  the  disease  is  un- 

known. Yirchow  says :  "  It  probably  results 
from  inflammatory  swelling  of  the  glands  after 

colds."  Aitkin  says  that  "  hitherto  no  case 
of  cure  is  known.  As  to  treatment,  the  most 
varied  remedies  have  been  tried,  without  pre- 

venting the  increased  accumulation  of  the 
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corpuscles.  Tonics,  nutrients  and  stimulants 
are  required  to  support  the  body,  and  the  use 

of  the  bath  ought  not  to  be  neglected." 
We  could  go  on,  piling  line  upon  line  and 

page  upon  page,  but  think  we  have  written 
sufficient  to  prove,  at  least  in  our  own  mind, 
that  our  opening  declaration  is  correct,  that 
the  disease  of  which  Jane  D.  died  was  leucocy- 
themia. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Meigs  and  Mason  Academy 

of  Medicine  :  I  hope  you  may  give  this  case 
your  careful  consideration  before  passing 
judgment  on  me  ;  that  you  will  study  it  in  all 
its  beariugs,  supplying  my  omissions  and  omit 
all  that  is  superfluous ;  and  overlook  the  many 
errors  you  are  sure  to  find  in  so  hastily  writ- 

ten a  paper.  Respectfully, 
George  A.  Way. 

Pomeroy,  Ohio,  January  26, 1872 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  :  The 

foregoing  report  of  case,  with  remarks,  were 
ordered  by  the  Meigs,  and  Mason  Academy 
of  Medicine  to  be  sent  to  the  Reporter  for 
publication,  with  the  statement  that  the  mem- 

bers of  the  Academy  are  not  to  be  coesidered 
as  committed  to  the  conclusions  of  the  paper. 

J.  Q.  A.  Hudson,  M.  D., 
Cor.  Sec'y.  M.  and  M.A.of  Med. 

Hospital  Reports, 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Surgical  Service  of  Prof.  D.  Hayes  Agnew. 

[reported  by  de  f.  willard,  m.  d.] 
Fractures  of  Radius  and  Ulna. 

"We  have  here  two  cases  of  injury  to  the arm,  in  which  it  is  suspected  that  the  bones 
have  been  broken.  A  simple  fracture  is,  as 
you  know,  a  separation  in  the  continuity  of  the 
fibres  of  a  bone,  and  may  be  either  complete 
or  incomplete.  A  compound  fracture  is  one  in 
which  there  is  an  exiernal  wound,  whicn  com- 

municates with  the  fracture,  not  merely  a  wou:<d 
with  a  fracture.  A  bone  usually  breaks  in 
in  an  oblique  direction,  rarely  transversely. 
The  causes  of  fracture  are  predisposing  and 
exciting  ;  the  former  embracing  age,  sex,  dis- 

ease, occupation,  etc.,  and  the  latter,  force  and 
muscular  action,  the  last  mentioned  playing  a 
much  more  important  part  than  is  usually 
considered. 

The  chief  signs  noticed  in  a  fracture  are  as 
follows:  loss  of  function,  deformity,  pain, 
swelling,  preternatural  mobility,  crepitation 
and  discoloration ;  but  these  may  not  all  be 
present. 

Crepitation  can  not  always  be  detected  if 

too  long  time  has  elapsed  since  the  injury,  or 
if  the  fragments  are  impacted  or  overlapped. 
It  can  only  be  confounded  with  the  peculiar 
roughness  sometimes  found  in  articulations 
after  they  have  been  long  idle,  but  this  is 
quite  different  in  its  character  and  is  moist, 
while  true  crepitation  is  dry.  As  to  the 
manner  of  eliciting  crepitus,  of  course  it  will 
depend  upon  the  bone  involved.  One's  com- mon sense  must  show  him  the  best  direction 
in  which  to  move  the  fragments.  If  there  is 
anv  uncertainty,  always  etherize. 

Discoloration  is  often  an  additional  diagnos- 
tic sign,  especially  when  it  appears  after  four 

or  five  days,  showing  that  the  blood  was 
effused  beneath  the  deep  fascia,  and  has 
slowly  made  its  way  up  through  the  little 
apertures  made  by  the  blood-vessels  as  they 
come  up  to  the  surface.  The  blood  comes 
from  a  rupture  of  the  endosteal  vessels,  and 
this  leads  me  to  speak  of  repair,  or  the  method 
by  which  a  bone,  the  continuity  of  whose 
fibres  have  been  separated,  reunites. 

As  I  have  said,  in  fracture  we  must  have 
hemorrhage.  This  blood  is  discharged  into 
the  medullary  canal,  around  the  ends  of  the 
bones,  under  the  periosteum,  into  the  cancel- 

lated tissues,  and  up  through  the  crevices  in 
the  muscles.  This  blood  not  being  exposed 
to  the  air,  does  not  coagulate,  and  in  a  few 
days,  acting  as  a  foreign  body,  sets  up  an 
inflammatory  action,  which  is  accompanied  by 
all  the  phenomena  of  an  inflammation,  e., 
heat,  swelling,  transmigration  of  leucocytes 
or  white  corpuscles,  etc.,  etc.,  so  that  by  the 
eighth  day  there  is  quite  a  quantity  of  ef- 

fused material  around  the  ends  of  the  frag- 
ments. At  the  end  of  this  time  there  comes 

a  period  of  apparent  repose  ;  yet  it  is  not  re- 
pose, for  a  process  called  organization  is  now 

commencing,  and  preliminary  bony  tissue  is 
being  formed  The  soft  effused  material  now 
becomes  more  consistent,  and  the  substance 
which  has  been  thrown  out  into  the  medullary 
cavity  acts  as  a  pin  or  inner  splint,  in  fact  it 
is  spoken  of  as  the  "  pin  of  Dupuytren."  The 
outside  material  hardening  forms  a  ferule — the 
provisional,  temporary,  or ensheathing  callus, 
but  as  time  goes  on  a  more  permanent  change 
takes  place,  the  "  pin"  is  absorbed,  and 
about  the  ends  of  the  bones  a  fixed  or  perma- 

nent or  definitive  callus  is  formed,  which  oa 
the  eighteenth  or  twentieth  day  commences  to 
ossify,  and  from  this  time  the  modeling  process 
goes  on  for  years,  in  fact,  perhaps,  until  death. 
In  a  few  years  it  becomes  a  perfect  bone, 
with  Haversian  canals,  medullary  cavity,  etc., 
and  is  even  stronger  than  before.  The  term 
'"callus'' is  used  by  some  writers  to  denote 
all  the  different  stages  of  the  throwing  out  of 
this  uniting:  material,  while  others  limit  it 
merely  to  the  time  of  the  deposition  of  salts. 

The  amount  of  this  material  will,  as  a  rule, 
depend  upon  the  irritation  to  which  the  frag- 

ments are  subjected,  and  consequently  we 
find  that  animals  who  keep  their  broken  bones 
in  frequent  motion  have  a  large  quantity, 
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while  in  man,  who  is  usually  subjected  to 
treatment,  there  is  far  less.  This  new  forma- 

tion occurs  ia  the  medulla,  iu  the  Haversian 
canals  and  around  the  ends  of  the  bone.  Its 
origin  is  both  from  the  periosteum  and  from 
the  Haversian  canals  themselves.  It  cannot 
be  entirely  from  the  periosteum,  else  there 
could  be  no  new  for 'nation  at  the  point  where 
tendons  are  inserted. 

In  treatment,  the  object  is  to  bring  the  parts 
into  their  proper  position,  and  then,  to  retail 
them  fimily  there.  If  there  is  much  shorten- 

ing by  overlapping,  extension  and  counterex- 
tension  may  be  required.  In  making  these 
movements  the  member  should  be  grasped  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  seat  of  frac- 

ture, otherwise  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
muscles  might  be  provoked.  When  the  mus- 

cles are  strong,  this  may  be  done  by  assistants, 
while  the  surgeon  manipulates  and  coaptates 
the  ends,  bringing  them  into  proper  position 
— he  "sets"  the  fracture.  In  doing  this  he 
should  remember  that  the  rigid  straight  posi- 

tion is  nor-  always  to  be  desired,  since  bones 
themselves  may  be  normally  curved. 
When  the  arm  or  fingers  are  broken  the 

surgeon  can  himself  perform  all  manipulation, 
and  in  coaptation  his  desire  shall  be  to  handle 
the  parts  as  little  as  possible  after  he  has 
brought  them  into  the  normal  condition  and 
all  deformities  have  disappeared  When  this 
is  attained  he  will  know  that  the  coaptation  is 
completed,  and  retention  is  then  to  be  secured. 
For  this  purpose  articles  called  splints  are 
used,  which  may  be  made  of  any  convenient 
material  which  is  rigid  enough  to  enforce 
immobilitv.  Boards^  shingles,  cigar  boxes, 
pasteboard,  wire,  leather,  etc.,  etc,  may  all  be 
used  at  pleasure.  In  addition  to  these,  rollers, 
oakum,  tow,  cotton,  adhesive  plaster  and  junk 
bags,  complete  the  armamentarium.  With  a 
few  simple  articles,  almost,  every* fracture  can 
be  well  treated,  provided  the  important  ad- 

juvant of  "good,  mechanical  common-sense" is  used. 
As  a  rule,  a  bandage  should  always  be  ap- 

plied to  a  limb  before  the  dressings  are  put  on, 
since  it  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  pa- 

tient by  equalizing  pressure  and  preventing 
muscular  spasm.  The  only  exceptions  are  in 
fractures  of  the  forearm  and  in  one  or  two  of 
the  leg. 

A  case  should  always  be  seen  within  twelve 
hours  afcer  the  first  dressing,  and  the  bandage 
removed  if  the  swelling  has  made  it  so  tense 
as  to  cause  pain.  If  comfortable,  however,  it 
may  remain  tor  twenty-four,  but  should  always 
be  reuewed  at  the  end  of  that  time,  this 
should  be  repeated  in  twenty-four  hours 
more,  after  which  time,  if  all  has  gone  well,  it 
need  not  be  disturbed  more  than  once  ia  three 
to  five  days.  It  is  well,  however,  to  see  your 
patient  for  the  first  five  days  in  order  to  watch 
the  course  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms. 
If  these  are  severe,  use  lotions  of  lead  water 
and  laudanum. 

Let  us  look  at  the  cases  before  us.   I  take 
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the  arm  of  the  first,  and  grasping  the  hand , 
gently  pronate  and  supinate  it,  while  my 
other  thumb  and  finger  are  placed  upon  the 
head  of  the  radius.  It  rotates  in  unison  with 
the  hand,  and  after  a  few  other  movements, 
I  am  sure  the  radius  is  intact.  Grasping  the 
ulna,  however,  I  rind  a  different  state  of  af- 

fairs; for  as  I  move  the  lower  part  of  the 
bone,  the  upper  does  not  follow  it,  but  can  be 
moved  i  an  opposite  direction,  while  at  the 
same  time  I  feel  that  peculiar  rough,  grating 
sensation,  known  as  crepitus.  This,  with  the 
preternatural  mobility,  loss  of  function,  pain 
and  swelling,  all  indicate  a  fracture.  How 
shall  we  dress  it  ?  First,  draw  upon  the  hand 
until  the  ends  are  brought  to  the  proper  posi- 

tion, and  then  mould  the  parts  into  shape. 
This  cau  be  easily  determined,  for  the  ulna  is 
superficial  throughout  nearly  its  whole  ex- 

tent, and  unless  the  swelling  is  great  there 
will  be  no  difficulty.  In  all  fractures  of  the 
forearm,  either  of  one  or  both  bones,  the 
greatest  danger  lies  in  the  approximation  of 
the  bones  and  consequent  obliteration  of  the 
interosseous  space.  To  prevent  this  it  was 
formerly  customary  to  pad  the  splints,  so  that 
the  center  should  be  the  highest,  making 
them  wedge-shaped  ;  but  this  is  unnecessary, 
for  if  you  will  look  at  the  normal  shape  of  the 
arm  itself,  you  will  see  that  merely  a  flat  sur- 

face is  sufficient,  for  when  it  is  pressed  firmly 
down  it  must  drive  the  thickest  portion  of 
muscles,  the  center,  into  the  interosseous 
space,  and  thus  fulfill  every  indication. 

The  splints  to  be  employed  in  ail  fractures 
of  the  forearm,  either  one  or  both  bones,  save 
those  at  the  lower  end  of  the  radius,  are  two 
straight  boards,  long  enough  to  extend  from 
the  elbow  to  a  half  inch  beyond  the  fingers, 
and  wide  enough  to  be  entirely  free  from  the 
arm,  since  no  lateral  pressure  must  be  made. 
These  splints  are  to  be  well  padded,  and 
pledgets  are  to  be  placed  over  the  knuckles 
and  other  prominences,  while  the  palm  of 
the  hand  is  to  be  thoroughly  filled  up.  The 
thumb  should  look  directly  upward  after  the 
enveloping  bandage  has  been  applied,  and 
the  hand  then  kept  midway  between  supi- 

nation and  pronation.  The  arm  is  placed 
in  a  sling  and  the  dressing  removed  on  the 
following  day  and  so  on  for  three  days,  after 
which  every  other  day  will  be  sufficient  for 
three  more  dressings,  and  then  once  in  four 
days.  These  should  be  ready  for  removal  at 
the  end  of  the  fourth  week,  their  places  being 
supplied  by  lighter  ones  for  two  weeks  more. 

The  other  case  is  a  woman ,  set  50  years,  who 
received  an  it  jury  several  days  since.  I  take 
the  radius  in  my  hands,  and  immediately  find 
that  the  two  portions  do  not  work  together, 
and  also  that  there  is  distinct  crepitus  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  radius.  This,  then, is  a  Colles' fracture,  and  does  not  extend  into  the  carpal 
articulating  surface,  as  does  a  Barton.  A 
Smith's  occurs  at  a  point  from  2  to  2|  inches above. 
The  deformity  in  these  three  fractures  is 
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similar  to  that  of  a  luxation  of  the  wrist,  but 
is  easily  dissinguished  from  it,  In  fracture, 
the  deformity  is  not  as  great ;  there  is  less 
shortening,  and  the  fingeis  ave  not  flexed  so 
strongly  ;  however,  a  slight  degree  of  force 
causes  it  to  disappear,  and  it  immediately  re- 

turns as  soon  as  the  extending  f<  rceis  removed. 
This  deformity  is  most  marked  in  a  Barton, 

since  the  styloid  is  here  loosened,  permitting 
the  extensor  tendons  lift  the  carpus  and  drag 
it  backward.  For  a  similar  reason  the  hand  is 
strongly  abducted,  being  given  over  to  the 
extensor  os  metacarp.,  and  primi,  and  secun- 
di  internod.  pol.  The  ulnar  styloid  process  is 
thus  rendered  most  markedly  prominent,  the 
correction  of  which  becomes  one  of  the  most 
prominent  indications  in  treatment.  For  this 
purpose  the  Bond  splint,  made  at  a  greater 
angle  than  usual,  or  a  Nelaton,  answers  the 
purpose  most  admirably.  The  objection  to 
the  latter  is,  that  rigidity  of  the  hand  is  more 
likely  to  follow.  With  the  Bond,  the  hand  is 
elevated  by  the  wooden  pad  and  carried  far 
over  to  the  ulnar  side,  while  free  motion  is  at 
the  same  time  given  to  the  fingers. 

No  posterior  splint  is  used,  but  two  wedge- 
ehaped  pads  are  to  be  employed— one,  ante- 

riorly with  the  base  downward,  over  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  upper  fragment ;  the  other,  pos- 

teriorly, but  reversed— thereby  correcting  the 
antero-posterior  deformity. 

It  is  but  seldom,  however,  that  all  defor- 
mity can  be  prevented,  the  styloid  process  of 

the  "lna  usually  always  remaining  very  promi- 
nent. This  might  be  still  more  avoided  by 

a  pad  which  should  press  against  it,  or  by  cut- 
ting out  the  splint  at  that  point,  so  that  the 

bandage  might  impinge  upon  it. 
Another,  and  the  most  important  difficulty 

which  is  liable  to  follow  such  a  fracture  i«  per- 
manent stiffening  of  the  wrist  and  fingers,  at- 

tributable not  so  much  to  any  anchylosis  of  the 
joint,  as  to  the  binding  down  of  the  tendons 
by  inflammatory  adhesions  which  unite  them 
to  their  sheaths,  and  which  are  exceedingly 
difficult  to  break  up.  To  prevent  this,  passive 
motion  should  be  instituted  as  early  as  the 
twelfth  day,  and  continued  at  each  subsequent 
dressing, friction, fomentation  and  stimulation 
being  added  thereto  as  soon  as  permissible. 

Fracture  of  Clavicle. 

The  next  patient  is  a  child,  three  years 
of  age,  who  fell  upon  its  hands  some 
nine  days  ago,  and  has  not  since  been  able 
to  use  its  arm.  I  strip  his  shoulders  and  im- 

mediately you  notice  four  things  :  there  is 
loss  of  function  of  the  arm  ;  an  unsymmetrical 
condition  of  the  two  shoulders,  the  left  one 
being  lower  and  thrown  farther  forward  than 
the  right ;  a  marked  prominence  at  about  the 
middle  of  the  clavicle,  and  preternatural  mo- 

bility of  the  bone  at  this  point.  As  I  grasp 
the  two  portions  of  the  clavicle  and  move 
them  in  opposite  directions,  I  also  obtain  a 
sensation  and  a  sound  which  are  very  much 
like  that  obtained  by  rubbing  together  two 

lumps  of  loaf  sugar.  It  is  an  unmistakable 
impression  and  once  felt  is  never  forgotten — 
it  is  crepitus.  These  characteristics  are  all 
satisfactory  evidence  of  a  fracture,  and  if  this 
were  a  grown  person  a  superficial  glance 
might  have  alone  been  diagnostic.  A  man 
with  such  a  fracture  would  probably  come  into 
your  office  with  his  injured  arm  firmly  sup- 

ported at  the  elbow  by  the  other  hand  and 
with  his  head  drawn  over  toward  the  affected 
side,  a  position  which  be  unconsciously  as- 

sumes in  order  ro  relax  the  muscles,  of  which 
I  shall  presently  speak. 

In  such  fractures  the  external  fragment  is 
drawn  slightly  upward  by  the  action  of  the 
sterno-cleido  mastoid  muscle,  yet  not  very 
greatly,  for  it  is  soon  arrested  by  the  costo- 

clavicular ligament.  The  acromial  fragment 
will  fall  below  but  will  not  go  in  front  of  the 
sternal,  as  the  books  usually  represent,  but  a 
little  behind,  since  the  muscles  attached  to 
the  posterior  border  and  angle  of  the  scapula 
tend  to  revolve  it  upon  its  transverse  axis, 
and  as  soon  as  the  prop  which  holds  it  in 
position  is  taken  away,  it  falls  inward,  down- 

ward and  forward  into  the  axilla  with  this 
slight  rotation,  which  is  enough  to  push  the 
eLids  of  the  fragment  into  the  position  I  have 
named,  and  the  distance  from  the  sternum  to 
the  acromion  is  diminished.  These  fractures 
are  sometimes  the  effect  of  direct  injury, 
sometimes  of  indirect,  applied,  for  instance 
through  the  hands.  In  some  cases  where  the 
force  has  been  great  the  acromial  fracture  may 
be  driven  down  so  far  as  to  press  upon  the 
brachial  plexus,  and  give  rise  to  temporary 
paralysis  of  the  arm.  If  such  a  fragment 
could  not  be  elevated  by  a  hook  and  tenacu- 

lum, it  would  be  perfectly  justifiable  to  cut 
down  upon  it,  and  inserting  a  pry  to  lift  it  from 
its  false  position. 

The  indications  here  for  treatment  are  to 
bring  the  shoulder  to  its  original  position,  to 
carry  it  outward,  upward  and  backward,  and 
upon  its  successful  retention  in  this  position 
will  depend  the  amount  of  subsequent  de- 

formity. Deformity  will,  however,  always  ex- 
ist to  a  greater  or  less  degre  and  you  should 

always  thus  inform  your  patients.  It  cannot 
be  prevented  unless  some  apparatus  can  be 
devised  to  immobilize  the  scapula  more  per- fectly. 

Having  perceived  the  indications,  how  shall 
we  apply  them?  The  best  method  is  that  of 
position,  provided  patients  are  sufficiently  do- 

cile to  render  it  effectual.  They  should  be 
placed  flat  upon  their  backs,  on  a  bard,  un- 

yielding mattress,  with  the  head  slightly  ele- 
vated, and  the  arm  placed  across  the  breast 

in  somewhat  the  position  assumed  when  a 
Yelpeau  bandage  is  applied.  The  head  is 
elevated  to  relax  the  sterno-mastoid,  but  it  is 
not  necessary  to  place  a  pillow  between  the 
scapula?.  In  sleep,  however,  few  persons  will 
remain  perfectly  quiet,  and  the  fragments  are 
subject  to  displacement.  However,  I  think 
that  this  is  usually  the  advisable  treatment  for 
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five  or  six  days  at  least,  placing  a  watch  over 
them  if  necessary.  After  this  time  there  is 
not  much  tendency  to  displacement,  »and  if 
they  become  uneasy  any  ordinary  apparatus 
will  answer. 

The  most  common  method  of  treating  these 
fractures  is,  however,  with  the  apparatus 
known  as  Fox's.  This  consists  of  a  pad  to  be 
placed  in  the  axilla  of  the  injured  side,  to  act 
as  a  fulcrum,  a  ring  for  the  other  axilla,  and  a 
sling  for  the  arm.  The  pad  makes  a  fulcrum 
by  means  of  which  the  shoulder  can  be  pried 
out.  taking  with  it  the  outer  fragment — thus 
fulfilling  one  indication — while  the  elbow  be- 

ing firmly  bound  to  the  side,  and  lifted  by  the 
tapes  attached  to  the  sling,  accomplishes  the 
others. 
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This  is  an  apparatus  easily  made,  and  an- 

swers an  admirable  purpose.  The  pad  should 
be  wedge-shaped,  four  inches  long  and  two 
wide  at  base.  The  same  results  may  be  ob- 

tained from  a  Levis  or  a  Dessault,  but  the 
former  is  not  so  easily  manufactured  and  the 
latter  forms  too  great  thickness,  especially  for 
warm  weather.  Six  or  seven  weeks  will  prob- 

ably accomplish  a  cure,  but  the  simple  sling 
may  be  employed  after  the  fifth. 

In  children  like  the  one  before  us,  any  of 
these  apparatuses  are  uncomfortable  and 
difficult  of  application,  and  you  may  trust  to 
adhesive  strips,  placing  them  in  such  a  man- 

ner as  to  fulfill  the  above  indications.  A  small 
pad  of  lint  or  tow  may  be  placed  in  the  axilla. 

[adhesive  strips  were  used. — De  F.  W.] 

Editorial  Department, 

Periscope. 

The  Diagnosis  of  Urethral  and  Vesical  Diseases. 
The  following  lecture  was  delivered  at 

University  College  Hospital,  on  November 
21, 1871,  by  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  Surgeon 
to  the  Hospital,  and  published  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal : 

I  commence  to-day  my  usual  course  of  lec- 
tures, modified  somewhat  by  circumstances. 

Thus  I  condense  a  little  my  opening  remarks  on 
diaguosis  to-day.  I  may  premise  that  I  give  this 
course  of  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  uri- 

nary organs,  because  ray  wards  offer  you  so 
large  a  field  for  their  study,  and  also  because 
there  is  no  class  of  diseases  in  which  you  can 
afford  so  much  relief  to  the  patient  as  ia  this, 
or  so  certainly  mitigate  suffering.  There  are 
no  diseases  more  painful,  and  none  the  relief 
of  which  will  gain  you  more  gratitude  from 
your  patients. 

Ia  the  matter  of  diagnosis,  however,  it  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  that  it  should  be  a  cor- 

rect one,  and  not  only  correct,  but  rapidly 
made.  I  have  now  to  say  what  I  have  said 
to  you  before,  that  I  interrogate  all  these  pa- 

tients oq  the  same  system,  aad  I  advise  you 
to  follow  this  plan.  I  employ  only  four  ques- 

tions for  urinary  patients,  and  I  advise  you  to 
use  these  four  questions  also,  and  always  in 
the  same  order.  The  first  question  is,  Is  there 
any  deviation  in  the  frequency  of  passing 
urine  ?  The  second  is,  Is  there  any  pain  ia 
the  act?  The  third  is,  Is  there  any  blood  in 
the  urine  ?  And  the  fourth  is,  Are  the  char- 

acters of  the  urine  altered  (quality  and  quan- 

We  shall  see  that  in  all  cases  of  urinary 

disease  these  four  questions  are  sufficient,  to- 
gether with  the  supplementary  inquiries 

which  arise  out  of  them;  yet  we  know  how 
ofcen  such  cases  are  misunderstood — indeed, 
the  simplest  are  ofcen  mistaken,  though  not 
pursuing  a  systematic  question  of  frequency. 
Almost  every  disease  of  the  urinary  organs 
produces  some  deviation  in  the  natural  fre- 

quency of  passing  urine.  As  a  rule,  let  it  be 
understood  that  a  man  in  health  does  not 
generally  rise  at  night  to  pass  urine,  and  that 
he  passes  it  during  the  day  about  five  or  six 
times;  but  when  there  is  any  degree  of  in- 

flammatory action  in  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  bladder,  however  slight,  frequency  of 
micturition  is  induced.  Now,  how  d  >es  cysti- 

tis produce  this  increased  frequency  V  When 
the  mucous  coat  of  the  bladuer  is  inflamed,  it 
cannot  bear  to  be  much  extended  ;  and  when 
the  bladder  contains  five  or  six  ounces  of 

urine,  or  even  less,  the  sensitive  mucous  mem- 
brane suggests  that  it  should  be  emptied  ;  in- 

stead of  comfortably  containing  fifteen  or  six- 
teen ounces,  it  cannot  endure  the  extension, 

and  calls  on  the  muscles  to  contract  without 
delay.  There  is  oae,  and  one  only,  of  these 
affections  which  dees  not  necessarily  produce, 
at  first,  frequent  micturition.  I  speak  of 
stricture  :  here  it  always  occurs  after  a  time  ; 
but  a  man  may  have  a  considerable  amount  of 
stricture  for  years  bef  >re  he  is  troubled  in  the 
way  referred  to.  Calculous  disease  produces 
cystitis,  and  thus  causes  an  increased  fre- 

quency in  passing  urine. 
Now,  as  a  supplementary  question,  you 

should  next  ask,  is  the  frequency  greatest  at 
night  or  in  the  day  ?  If  a  man  have  calculus 
in  the  bladder,  he  is  not  so  much  disturbed  at 
night,  but  in  the  day  he  is  frequently  mictura- 

ting— all  movements  make  him  do  so.  Now, 
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that  extremely  common  complaint,  hypertro- 
phy of  the  prostate,  is  worse  at  night  than  by 

day,  as  far  as  frequency  of  passing  urine  is 
concerned.  Hence,  if  a  man  of  about  sixty 
years  of  age  says  that  he  has  but  recently  had 
urinary  troubles,  and  these  are  greatest  by 
night,  the  case  is  almost  made  out;  you  may 

be'sure  that  a  very  little  further  inquiry  will demons  rate  the  fact  that  he  is  the  subject  of 
hypertrophied  prostate. 

I  come  to  the  second  question  of  pain. 
This  question  is  of  greater  significance.  Sup- 

pose tne  patient  says  he  feels  pain.  Where 
do  you  feel  pain — low  down  in  the  belly  ? 
Then  there  is  almost  certainly  chronic  cysti- 

tis. Suppose  he  says  that  his  pain  is  in  the 
penis  or  perineum,  you  must  ask  if  he  feels  the 
pain  oefore,  during,  or  after,  passing  urine.  If 
the  pain  be  before,  that  is  because  the  mucous 
membrane  is  becoming:  uneasy  in  consequence 
of  distension.  If  he  find  it  painful  during  or 
after  passing  urine,  and  in  the  end  of  the 
penis,  he  is  likely  to  have  stone  ;  and  especi- 

ally, also,  if  the  pain  be  increased  by  exer- 
cise. The  pain  is  at  the  end  of  the  penis  in 

stone.  It  is  almost  pathognomonic  of  calcu- 
lus to  find  the  pain  near  to  the  end  of  the 

penis  during  and  after  micturition.  In  chronic 
prostatitis,  the  pain  is  also  at  the  end  of  the 
penis.  This  simulates  calculus  in  the  bladder 
more  than  any  other  disease. 
The  third  question  is,  Has  blood  passed? 

This  brings  us  nearer  still  to  the  point. 
Blood  may  be  seen  in  cystitis,  but  very  rare- 

ly. The  mode  and  the  circumstaces  iu  which 
the  blood  has  passed,  however,  determine  the 
nature  of  the  disease.  An  elderly  man,  who 
passes  blood  intimately  mixed  with  the  urine, 
dark  in  color,  and  not  altered  much  by  circum- 

stances, with  frequent  rather  than  painful 
micturition,  has  probably  hypertrophy  of  the 
prostate.  Ia  calculus  of  the  bladder  you  find 
blood  :  it  is  as  common  in  calculus  as  hemop- 

tysis is  in  phthisis.  Then  a  calculous  patient 
will  find  blood  in  the  urine  after  a  drive  or  a 
ride,  or  after  hunting,  and  none  if  he  keep 
quiet ;  or  he  may  pass  a  drop  or  two  with  the 
last  expulsive  effort  at  micturition,  and  with 
pain  at  the  time.  Such  urine  is  usually  florid 
in  tint,  while,  generally  speaking,  blood 
passed  from  the  kidney  remains  long  in  the 
bladder,  and,  from  contact  with  the  urine,  be- 

comes brown  in  color— it  is  like  porter.  This, 
also,  may  happen  when  the  bleeding  is  due  10 
hypertrophy  of  the  prostate. 

Lastly,  Is  the  character  of  the  urine  percep- 
tibly changed  ?  A  man  will  often  tell  you  his 

urine  is  thick ;  but  he  does  not  discriminate 
between  the  thickness  of  pus  or  mucus,  and 
that  from  deposited  salts,  as  lithates.  Patients 
are  generally  very  much  disturbed  unnecessa- 
rially  on  account  of  thick  urine.  In  this  cold 
weather,  the  urine,  on  cooling,  deposits  its 
lithates  readily,  where  none  would  be  seen  in 
summer  ;  and  you  may  teil  him  that,  if  he  ap- 

ply a  little  heat  to  it,  he  can  see  for  himself 
that  it  will  become  quite  clear  again,  which  is 

never  the  case  if  the  thickness  be  due  to  or- 
ganic matters  like  pus  or  mucus  ;  and  if  this 

be  not  an  habitual  appearance,  you  may  make 
light  of  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  heavy 
deposit  of  lithates  be  constant,  you  mu4  look 
into  his  habits  and  correct  his  digestion — 
probably  restrict  some  indulgence  in  diet.  If, 
also,  the  urine  do  not  become  clear  with  heat, 
you  have  an  organic  compound  to  deal  with, 
and  you  must  find  out  carefully  the  source  of  it. 

Let  me  advise  vou  always  to  make  your 
patient  pass  hi-*  urine  into  two  vessels  for  ex- 

amination. I  should  not  thank  you  for  an  ex- 
amination of  urine  passed  into  one  vessel  ;  for 

whatever  a  man  may  happen  to  have  lying  in 
the  urethra— a  passage  which  is  by  no  means 
always  clear  and  sound— passes  with  it.  Let 
him  pass  an  ounce  or  two  into  one  vessel  and 
examine  only  what  you  find  in  the  second 
vessel.  If  there  be  gleety  discharge,  if  there 
be  stricture  of  the  urethra,  you  will  find  shreds 
of  pus  and  mucus  and  blood-corpuscles  in  the 
first  glass,  but  not  in  the  second.  In  chronic 
prostatitis,  always  in  hypertrophv  of  the  pros- 

tate, sometimes  there  will  be  a  deposit  in  the 
first  vessel,  which  would  much  mislead  you  if 
you  imagined  it  to  come  from  the  bladder  or 
kidney.  This  specimen  you  must  examine 
for  albumen,  for  sugar,  and  you  must  iuquire 
also  the  quantity  passed  per  diem.  Well,tnen, 
if  a  patient  have  told  you  that  he  has  >re- 
quency  of  passing  urine,  increased  by  exer- 

cise ;  that  he  ha-  pain  at  the  end  ol  the  penis; 
that  he  passes  blood ;  and  that  his  urine  is 
changed,  you  may  arrive  at  a  pretty  good  diag- 

nosis of  his  case.  But  you  would  be  very 
much  to  blame  if  you  did  not  further  examine 
the  man  ;  you  must  pass  an  instrument.  It 
is  best  to  be  straightforward  with  patients  and 
tell  them  so.  People  have  too  much  common 
sense  to  be  dealt  with  otherwise  than  plainly 
in  these  matters.  You  need  not  always  sound 
a  man  with  a  stiff,  rigid  metallic  instrument 
at  first,  who  has  never  had  an  instrument  of 
any  kind  in  his  urethra.  It  is  best  to  take  a 
soft  instrument,  pass  it  gently  into  the  blad- 

der, which  produces  very  little  discomfort, 
and  so  diminish  the  patient's  fear.  You  can 
then  say,  pass  another  instrument  (which  will 
give  you  a  little  more  pain),  and  ascertain 
completely  what  is  the  matter. 

[Sir  Henry  Thompson  then  exhibited  the 
various  instruments  used  in  the  diagnosis  of 
diseases  of  the  bladder  and  urelhra,  and  ex- 

plained their  several  uses— promising  to  con- 
tinue the  subject  on  the  next  occasion  of  his lecture.] 

Phosphorus  in  Skin  Diseases. 
Dr.  James  Little  read  for  Dr.  Eames,  at 

the  College  of  Physicians,  Dublin,  a  paper  on 
this  subject.  It  commenced  with  a  brief  review 
of  the  observations  of  Burgess,  Broadbent  and 
Tilbury  Fox, on  the  employment  of  phosphorus 
as  a  substitute  for  arsenic  in  the  treatment  of 
many  cases.   Dr.  Eames  described  his  method 
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of  using  the  remedy.  A  solution  of  ten  grains 
of  phosphorus  in  one  once  of  olive  oil  was 
prepared,  and  of  this  a  dose  of  from  five  to 
ten  minims  was  administered  three  times  a 
day;  or  capsules  might  be  substituted  in  cases 
where  the  oily  solution  caused  nausea  or  other 
unpleasant  symptoms.  Three  sets  of  cap- 

sules, containing  one-tenth,  one-twentieth, 
and  one-"hirtieth  of  a  grain  of  phosphorus 
respectively,  had  been  made.  The  first  case 
treated  by  Dr.  Eames  with  the  remedy,  was 
one  of  severe  acne  indurata  of  the  face,  of  four 
years'  standing.  After  six  weeks,  a  cure  was 
effected.  In  three  cases  of  lupus,  similar  sat- 

isfactory results  were  obtained.  In  the  first 
of  these,  a  marked  improvement  was  observed 
after  a  fortnight's  trial,  and  the  patient  con- 

tinued to  take  ten-minim  doses  of  the  phos- 
phoretted  oil  for  nine  months.  In  the  second 
instance,  a  five  months'  course  of  treatment 
was  followed  by  cicatrization,  and,  eighteen 
months  subsequently,  there  had  been  no  re- 

turn of  the  disease.  In  the  third  case,  the  oil 
was  used  during  nine  weeks,  but  with  inter- 

ruptions, owing  to  the  appearance  of  grave 
dyspeptic  symptoms.  In  one  case  of  scrofu- 

loderma, the  glandular  swellings  disappeared 
in  six  weeks;  in  another,  a  cure  was  effected 
in  three  weeks.  Psoriasis  also  yielded  readily. 

In  one  instance  of  this  affection,  dy  pepsia 
supervened  on  the  administration  of  phos- 

phorus, which  was  then  temporarily  stopped, 
and  the  mineral  acids  given.  A  man,  set. 
24,  with  pemphigus,  beginning  on  the  abdo- 

men, was  quite  well  in  a  month.  Cases  of 
eczema  of  the  scalp  had  also  been  much  re- 

lieved. Dr.  Eames  referred  to  the  silvery  ap- 
pearance of  the  tongue  noticed  when  patients 

had  been  taking  phosphorus  for  some  time — 
another  point  of  analogy  with  arsenic,  and  to 
the  frfquent  occurrence  of  dyspepsia.  The 
latter  whs  to  be  met  by  substitution  of  the 
mineral  acids  for  a  short  thxe.  Dr.  Quinlan 
had  used  phosphorus  with  great  advantage  in 
various  cases  where  depression  was  a  marked 
symptom,  especially  in  poe  monia.  He  had 
occasionally  used  the  amorphous  or  red  phos- 

phorus. The  combination  of  dilute  phospho- 
ric acid  and  cinchona  was  a  most,  useful  tonic. 

Dr.  H  Kennedy  believed  Dr.  Eames'  paper 
to  be  a  very  valuable  contribution.  He  spoke 
of  two  remedies  which  he  had  used  wiih  suc- 

cess in  lupus :  namely,  the  insertion  of  an  is- 
sue, and  the  internal  use  of  elm-bark.  Dr. 

Jencken  had  made  experiments  with  an  alco- 
holic preparation,  which  had  answered  very 

well.  Dr.  Grimshaw  objected  to  any  compa- 
rison bping  made  between  dilute  phosphoric 

acid  and  phosphorus,  as  the  former  had  noth- 
ing in  common  with  the  latter.  He  congratu- 

lated Dr.  Eames  on  the  clearness  of  his  com- 
mun  cation,  and  for  having  so  thoroughly  iso- 

lated the  treatment  by  phosphorus  in  all 
cases.  The  chairman  alluded  t  >  the  large- 

ness of  the  dose  used  by  Dr.  Earres  with  ad- 
vantage. He  objected  to  the  substitution  of 

the  allotropic  variety  of  the  metal. 

Intermenstrual  or  Intermediate  Dysmenorrhea. 
Dr.  W.  O.  Priestly  read  a  paper  on  this 

topic  in  London  recently.  He  pointed  out 
that,  although  much  had  been  written  con- 

cerning dysmenorrhea,  and  several  forms  of 
it  had  been  described  in  accordance  with  the 
pathological  views  taken  of  its  causes,  the 
description  of  the  several  varieties  was  ordin- 

arily limited  to  the  time  of  the  catamenial 
period,  with  the  two  or  three  days  additional 
which  might  precede  and  follow  the  menstrual 
flow.  From  time  to  time,  howeve  ,  cas  s  of 
a  more  obscure  kind  presented  themselves, 
in  which  the  chief  suffering  was  remote  from 
the  actual  menstrual  period,  but  came  on, 
nevertheless,  with  the  same  punctuality,  and 
was  probably  dependent  on  organic  changes 
associated  with  the  production  of  the  eata- 
menia.  Probably  other  practitioners  had  ob- 

served like  instances,  as  they  were  not  un- 
frequent.  but  the  author  had  met  with  no  de^ 
script  ion  of  them. 

In  all  the  cases  detailed  severe  pain  was 
experienced  by  the  patients  nrdway  in  the 
menstrual  interval.  The  pain  commonly  came 
on  about  fourteen  days  after  a  catamemal  pe- 

riod, and  after  lasting  a  variable  number  of 
days,  ceased  before  the  supervention  of  the 
next  expected  period.  In  one  case,  the  pain, 
beginning  midway  in  the  interval,  ran  into 
the  following  monthly  per  od,  and  was  relieved 
by  its  flow.  The  suffering  was  constantly  re- 

ferred to  one  or  other  ovarian  region,  and,  in 
three  cases  out  of  four,  marked  tumor,  or 
thickening  from  old  adhesions,  was  found  in 
that  locality. 

The  reason  for  the  occurrence  of  pain  in 
the  intermenstrual  period,  and  with  such 
regularity,  was  not,  in  the  present  condition 
of  our  knowledge,  perfectly  obvious.  A  study 
of  the  physiologica  and  pathological  condi- 

tions left  little  doubt,  however,  that  it  was  due 

to  perturbations  in  the  function  of  k<  sponta- 
neous ovulation  "  habitually  going  on  in  the 

ovary.  Hypertrophy  of  the  structure  of  the 
ovary,  or  thickening  of  its  indusium,  would 
lead  to  un^ue  vascular  excitement,  and  im- 

pede the  advance  of  ova  to  the  surface  in  their 
attempts  to  attain  maturity.  It  was  not  un- 

reasonable to  suppose,  from  all  known  facts 
of  the  case,  that  preparation  for  an  approach- 

ing period  began  in  the  ovary  ten  to  fourteen 
days  before  the  occurrence  of  the  monthly 
uterine  discharge ;  and  if  the  initial  steps  in 
the  process  of  evulation  were  opposed  by 
certain  pathological  conditions,  pain  would 
ensue.  Nay  in  the  absence  of  distinct  or- 

ganic change,  it  mi^ht  readily  be  imagined 
how  special  irritability  in  the  ovary  would 
cause  an  unusual  amount  of  dis  urbance  when- 

ever there  was  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
fresh  activity  in  the  organ.  This  latter  class 
of  cases  would  partake  more  or  less  of  a 
neuralgic  character. 

The  treatment  would  depend  on  the  path- 
ological condition  as  ascertained  by  examina- 

tion.  The  pain  being  only  a  symptom,  it 
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would  be  needful  to  inquire  into  the  cause ; 
and  if  there  if  were  tumor,  or  thickening  de- 

pending on  former  inflammation,  absorbent 
remedies  would  be  indicated.  If  no  organic 
change  of  structure  could  be  detected,  anti- neuralgic  remedies,  such  as  quinine,  iron,  and 
arsenic,  would  best  answer  the  purpose  of 
cure. 

Cases  of  Diabetes  Treated  by  Carbol  c  Acid. 
Dr.  Orson  Millard  writes  to  the  Michigan 

University  Medical  Journal : 
Mr.  M.,  set.  65  years,  called  upon  me  about  the 

first  of  February  last  and  asked  my  advice  m 
regard  to  a  profuse  discharge  of  urine  that  an- 

noyed him  very  much,  although  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  reducelns  general  health  in  the  least. 

The  urine  was  clear,  of  a  high  specific  gravity, 

and  upon  the  application  of  Trommer's  test, revealed  the  fact  that  sugar  existed  in  the 
urine.  Mr.  M.  assured  me  that  some  nights 
he  was  obliged  to  get  up  to  micturate  as  often 
as  eveiy  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour.  I 
at  once  gave  him  the  following  prescription, 
which  had  no  effect  whatever,  so  far  as  I  could 
determine : 

R.    Tinct.  iron,  f.gij. 
Cod  liver  oil,  f.Jjv.  M. 

Sig. — Take  one  teaspoonful  before  each  meal. 
R.    Potassium  bromide,  Sjj. 

Aqua  pura,       q.s.ad.  gjv.  M. 
Sig. — Take  one  teaspoonful  on  going  to  bed 

each  night. 
The  above  medicine  was  taken  for  about 

ten  days  without  the  least  effect  upon  the 
sugar  in  the  urine,  after  which  1  stopped  the 
potassium  bromide  and  in  its  stead  added  two 
drops  of  carbolic  acid  to  each  dose  <  f  iron  and 
cod'liver  oil,  with  the  happy  rpsult  of  finding that  the  sugar  began  to  decrease  within  twen- 
ty  four  hours,  and  in  ten  days  I  found  that  it 
had  entirely  disappeared  from  the  urine,  and 
the  quantity  of  liquid,  together  with  the  fre- 

quency of  the  discharge  was  reduced  almost 
to  its  normal  standard. 
My  reason  for  giving  the  carbolic  acid  was 

that  it  is  known  to  be  a  powerful  catalytic, 
preventing  chemical  combination  and  decom- 

position, especially  that  of  organic  compounds 
of  the  sugar  class.  This  is  the  only  case  I 
have  ever  known  treated  with  carbolic  acid, 
and  of  course  I  do  not  place  any  reliance  upon 
the  result  that  would  follow  any  single  case  ; 
but  I  should  try  the  carbolic  acid  again,  with 
the  reconstructive  tonics,  and  hope  others  may 
extend  the  use  of  it  in  that  direction,  hoping 
we  may  find  a  remedy  in  the  acid  that  shall 
prolong  life  and  give  the  diabetic  sufferer  a 
faint  ray  of  hope. 

Chronic  Catarrh  of  the  Uterus. 

The  following  case  is  reported  by  Dr.  Gr. 
Kaiser  in  the  Cincinnati  Medical  News  : 

In  the  latter  part  of  December,  1870, 1  was 
called  to  attend  upon  Mrs.  J.  D.  S.,  set.  29 
years,  married,  and  the  mother  of  two  chil- 

dren, the  youngest  about  five  years  old.  Mrs. 
S.  stated  that  she  had  been  in  bad  health 
since  the  birth  cf  her  second  child,  which  she 
attributed  to  the  last  of  her  labor  pains  with 
this  child,  which  were  usually  severe  and  pro- 

tracted ;  that  she  was  now  in  her  fifth  month 
of  pregnancy,  and  complained  of  pain  in  her 
head,  back  and  hips,  with  shooting  and  throb- 

bing pains  through  the  pelvis;  had  discharges 
from  the  vagina  which  stained  her  clothes, 
and  was  at  times  slightly  mixed  with  blood; 
had  very  frequent  nervous  hysteric  spells,  im- 

paired digestion,  and  had  been  confined  to  her 
bed  for  nearly  twelve  months.  She  also  com- 

plained of  pains  resembling  labor  pains;  and 
that  she  had  had  medical  attendance  for 
nearly  three  years  without  deriviug  any  re- 

lief. With  this  view  I  made  a  vaginal  exami- 
nation, and  detected  the  following,  viz.:  ul- 

ceration of  the  os  uteri,  with  muco-purulent 
discharges,  hypersesthesis  of  the  portio- vagi- 

nalis, which  was  swollen,  hypertrophied,  and 
of  a  dark  red  color.  The  introduction  of  the 
speculum  caused  her  great  pain,  and  brought 
on  her  a  nervous  hysterical  spell.  Her  nutri- 

tive functions  were  deranged.  Her  urine  con- 
tained a  deposit  of  lithates.  Her  bowels  were 

in  general  regular,  but  her  general  condition 
extremely  nervous  and  debilitated. 
Having  before  me  a  great  variety  of  com- 

plicated symptoms,  I  directed  my  attention 
and  treatment  mainly  to  the  uterus,  which  I 
placed  as  the  seat  of  the  disease,  taking  in 
consideration  her  nervous  system. 

The  womb  is|supplied  with  nerves  by  the 
two  great  divisions  of  the  nervous  system, 
viz.,  the  cerebro-spinal  axis  aud  the  tnsplan- 
chic  nerves.  The  first  preside  over  animal 
life,  whilst  the  second  are  essential  to  organic 
existence.  The  pain  in  the  back  aud  head, 
the  result  of  uterine  disease,  is  conveyed 
through  the  cerebro  spinal  axis,  while  the 
organic  derangements,  such  as  are  observed  to 
occur  in  the  stomach,  heart  and  digestive  or- 

gans generally,  are  due  to  the  action  of  the 
ganglionic  department.  The  feature  of  lithate 
deposit  in  the  urine  is  one  of  the  evidences  of 
impaired  digestion. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  following  was 
my  treatment:  Ordered  the  vagina  to  be 
well  cleansed  morning  and  evening  with  an 
infusion  of  chamomile  flowers,  milk-warm,  by 
means  of  a  Davidson  syringe,  and  to  be  con- 

tinued until  further  orders.  Also 
R    Fotass.  bromid.,  %ss. 

Chloral  hydratis,  2j- 
Syr.  etaqua  inenth.  pip,aa.  giij. 

S. — One  desertspoonful  morning  and  eve- 
ning. 

R .  Quin.  sulph.,  ^ss. 
Massse.  pilul.,  gss. 
Ferri  carbon.,  gss. 
Ext.  gentian.,  gj.  M. 

Ft.  pill  No.  xxx. y. — One  pill  three  times  a  day. 
January  12.— Discharge  per  vaginam  only 

slightly  reduced ;  exploration  with  the  finger 
still  produces  great  pain  in  the  portio-vaginal- 
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is ;  general  condition  slightly  tetter.  Order- 

ed the  vagina  to  be  syringed  with  infusion  of 
belladonna,  half  a  pint  with  one  tablespoon ful 
aquos  laurocerasor,  morning  and  evening  ;  the 
last  pills  to  be  repeated ;  and  the  following 
powders  : 

R.  Pulv  castorei,  gj. 
Pulv.  rad.  valerian,  £j. 
Sacch.  lactis,  gij.  M. 

Mt.  pulves  lx. 
S. — One  powder  three  times  a  day. 

January  2%. — Found  patient  much  improved ; 
the  tenderness  in  the  vagina  has  disappeared. 

February  6. — Made  a  painless  vaginal  exam- 
ination with  the  speculum.  The  os  has  near- 

ly a  noimal  appearance,  with  the  exception 
of  a  small  ulcerated  spot,  about  a  quarter  of 
an  injh  in  diameter,  at  the  anterior  median 
line  of  the  os,  ro  which  1  applied  slightly  and 
gently  actual  cautery.  Ordered  the  last  injec- 

tion and  medicine  to  be  continued. 
March  12. — Discharged  patient  well.  The 

ulcers  as  above  described  were  entirely  healed; 
no  discharge  of  any  consequence  from  the 
vagina.  Patient  has  gained  so  much  in  strength 
that  she  is  wa  king  all  over  the  house. 

April  26, 10  o1  clock  A.  M. — I  delivered  her 
of  a  large, healthy  female  child,  of  Hi  pounds 
in  weight.  There  was  adhesion  of  the  pla- 

centa to  the  fundus  uteri,  which  I  removed 
with  little  trouble.  The  day  following  the 
delivery  she  was  taken  with  fever,  which  dis- 

appeared under  little  medication,  and  I  have 
satisfaction  of  saying  that  she  is  now  fully  re- 

covered, and  able  to  attend  to  her  household 
duties  herself,  without  the  least  inconvenience 
or  nervousness  whatever. 

In  the  whole  course  of  my  medical  study 
and  practice  I  do  not  know  of  any  case  that 
has  given  me  more  personal  satisfaction  than 
the  undoubted  radical  cure  of  this  patient.; 
The  points  here  given  are  only  a  synopsis  of 
the  genera!  complaints  ;  it  would  take  many 
pages  to  enumerate  them  all.  I  attribute  uriy 
main  success  in  restoiing  this  patient  to  health 
to  her  strict  observance  of  my  directions,  and 
especially  to  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the 
affected  parts  by  means  of  the  syringe,  there- 

by stimulating  the  parts  to  a  healthy  and  res- 
torative action.  In  conclusion,  I  will  state 

that  Mrs.  S.  had  never  before  used,  neither 
had  she  ever  been  advised  to  use,  a  vaginal 
syringe. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 The  Trade  Circular,  the  official  organ 
of  the  Publishers'  Board  of  Trade,  on  enter- 

ing upon  its  fourth  year,  becomes  a  weekly 
journal,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  entire 
Publishing,  Printing,  Book,  Stationery,  News, 

Music,  Art, and  Fancy  Trades,  and  Associated 
Branches. 

Within  the  past  week  the  American  Literary 
Gazette  and  Publishers1  Circular,  the  oldest 
trade  journal  in  the  country,  has  been  pur- 

chased and  incorporated  with  the  Publishers1 
and  Stationers1  Weekly  Trade  Circular,  which 
is  now  the  recognized  organ  of  the  trade.  But 
although  a  trade  journal,  the  editor  aims  to 
make  it,  at  the  same  time,  an  indispensable 
pa^er  to  the  book-buyer  and  the  scholar,  by 
reason  of  its  general  literary  information  and 
its  full  bibliographical  records  of  American 
and  foreign  literature. 

 The  College  Courant  is  the  title  of  an 
excellent  literary  paper  published  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.  It  takes  general  interest  in 
college  and  educational  matters.  It  has  a  well- 
conducted  scientific  department,  which  is  un- 

der the  editorship  of  Prof.  Geo.  F.  Barker, 
M.  D.,  of  Yale  College.  The  Courant  is  pub- 

lished weekly  at  $4  a  year. 
 Lindsay  &  Blakiston  announce  : 

Gamgee  on  Fractures  ;  Le  Gross  Clark's  Out- 
lines of  Surgery — second  edition ;  Harley  on  the 

Urine  and  its  Derangements ;  A  Hand-Book 
for  the  Laboratory— by  Professor  Sanderson 
and  Foster,  assisted  by  Drs.  Brunton  and 

Klein ;  Brunton's  Investigation  into  the  Ac- 
tion of  Medicines. 
 We  are  glad  to  give  publicity  to  the  an- 

nouncement of  the  following  work :  A  History 
of  Medicine  from  the  Earliest  Ages  to  the 
Commencement  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 
By  Robley  Dunglison,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  late  pro 
lessor  of  institutes  of  medicine  and  medical 

jurisprudence  in  the  J eflerson  Medical  College, 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  etc.  Now  first  collected 
and  arranged  from  the  original  manuscript  by 
his  son,  Richard  J.  Dunglison,  M.  D.  It  will  be 
issued  in  a  small  octavo  volume  of  about  250 

pages,  printed  on  tinted  paper,  handsomely 
bound  in  cloth,  beveled  boards.  The  price  to 
subscribers  will  be  two  dollars  and  a-half. 

It  consists  of  the  historical  portions  of  his 
lectures,  arranged  in  book  form,  and  will  con- 

stitute a  volume  of  much  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession. It  will  be  published  by  Lindsay  & 

Blakiston,  Philadelphia. 
 The  first  number  of  L' Union  Medicate 

de  Canada  has  reached  us.  It  is  a  monthly, 

edited  by  Drs.  J.  P.  Rottot  A.  Dage- 
nais,  and  L.  J.  P.  Desrosiers.  Montreal. 
$3.00  per  year.  It  contains  several  excellent 
articles,  and  promises  well. 



Feb.  10,  J  872.]  Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

123 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Fireside  Science.  A  Series  of  Popular  Scienti- 
fic Essays  upon  Subjects  connected  with 

Every-day  Life.  By  James  R.  Nichols, 

A.M.,  M.  D.,  author  of  41  Chemistry  of  the 
Farm  and  the  Sea,"  and  editor  of  the  Bos- 

ton Journal  of  Chemistry,  New  York: 
Hurd  &  Houghton,  1872.  12  mo.  Pp.  283. 
Price  $1  50. 

This  is  a  very  interesting  volume  upon  sub- 
jects of  every-day  home-life,  written  by  one 

who  knows  how  to  interest  and  instruct.  It 
is  particularly  adapted  to  the  instruction  and 
entertainment  of  the  younger  members  of  the 
family,  though  it  is  by  no  means  too  simple 
and  common-place  to  instruct  older  and  well- 
read  persons.  The  work  contains  chapters 
on  the  origin  and  nature  of  springs,  chemis- 

try of  a  hen's  egg,  of  a  cigar,  of  a  pint  of  ke- 
rosene, of  a  lump  of  sugar,  and  of  the  human 

body,  rebreathed  air,  the  lost  arts,  the  human 
hair,  the  skin,  and  bathing,  infectious  germs, 

the  food  of  plants,  etc.,  etc.  "We  have  enum- 
erated about  half  the  subjects  treated  of.  The 

work  is  one  which  our  readers  will  find  it  pro- 
fitable to  have  in  the  family. 

The  "Works  of  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  Bart. 
Yol.  II.,  Ansesthesia,  Hospitalism,  Herma- 

phroditism, and  a  proposal  to  stamp  out 

small-pox  and  other  contagious  diseases. 

Edited  by  Sir  W.  G-.  Simpson,  Bart.,  etc., 
New  York :  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1872.  Cloth, 
8v.  Pp.  562. 
Several  of  ihe  articles  in  this  volume  were 

published  in  the  collection  of  Prof.  Simpson's 
works,  edited  by  Drs.  Priestly  and  Storer, 
in  1856,  especially  those  on  Anaesthesia.  The 
remainder  are  of  later  date.  They  all,  how- 

ever, deserve  a  careful  perusal,  for  few  men 
have  liyed  in  this  generation  who  have  studied 
more  profoundly  the  length  and  breadth  of  his 
special  departments  of  medical  science  than 
Sir  James  Y.  Simpson. 

The  history  of  anaesthesia,  cujus  pars  magna 
fuit,  is  narrated  with  brevity  but  evidences 
deep  research,  and  the  various  applications  of 
chloroform  are  rehearsed  with  minute  and 
clear  directions  for  its  administration. 

The  treatise  on  Hospitalism  occupies  some- 
what over  a  hundred  pages,  and  is  a  power- 

fully argued  plea  in  favor  of  small  hospitals  in 
country  districts,  over  the  large  metropolitan 
hospitals  to  which  we  have  been  tending. 

The  profound  article  on  hermaphroditism, 
originally  published  in  1839  in  the  Cyclopaedia 
of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  still  remains  the 
most  complete  and  exhaustive  paper  on  that 
subject  in  English  medical  literature.  It  is  a 
monument  of  erudition  and  calm  judgment. 
The  brief  suggestions  on  **  Stamping  out 

Small-pox,"  published  as  late  as  1868,  have 
no  little  interest  just  now.  The  means 
suggested  are  rigid  seclusion  of  the  sick,  early 
public  notification  of  the  presence  of  the  dis- 

ease, surrounding  the  sick  with  persons  who 
cannot  contract  the  disease,  and  through  dis- 

infection. Were  such  regulations  universally 
inforced  much  good  would  be  done ;  but  it  is 
easy  to  see  they  would  meet  with  violent  op- 

position. First  Annual  Keport  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
the  Health  Department  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  New  York:  New  York  Printing 

Company,  1871. 
Such  public  documents  as  the  above  have 

an  absorbing  interest  for  all  enlightened  physi- 
cians. Among  the  most  serious  sanitary 

problems  of  this  age  are  those  which  refer  to 
the  maintenance  of  public  health  in  large 
cities.  Municipal  authorities  are  very  far  yet 
from  appreciating  their  duties  in  this  respect, 
and  Boards  of  Health  are  too  often  politically 
incapacitated  from  doing  the,r  duty. 

The  appendix,  as  usual  in  volumes  of  this 
nature,  contains  the  most  valuable  parts  of  the 
work,  these  being  the  various  special  reports. 
That  on  the  vital  statistics  of  the  city  shows 
in  the  year  1870  a  mortality  of  28.79  per 
thousand  inhabitants,  which  is  more  favorable 
than  might  be  expected,  although  it  is  cer- 

tainly high. 
The  report  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Nott,  special  in- 

spector on  yellow  fever,  commenting  on  the 
cases  on  Governor's  Island,  and  generally  on 
the  disease,  its  history,  symptoms  and  pro- 

gress, is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  lite- 
rature of  that  malady.  He  doubts  the  exis- 

tence of  any  chemical  disinfectant  capable  of 
destroying  the  materies  morbi,  but  suggests 
that  the  creation  of  a  low  temperature  by 
artificial  means,  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel  for  ex- 

ample, would  probably  answer  the  purpose. 
The  Report  on  Relapsing  Fever  by  Dr. 

Stephen  Smith  is  carefully  compiled.  He 
gives  the  history  of  the  epidemic  and  a  num- 

ber of  cases.  He  recognizes  its  contagious 
character,  attributes  it  to  importation  and  is 
satisfied  that  preventive  measures  will  limit 
its  prevalence.  The  report  on  dangerous 
petroleum  oils,  by  Mr.  Chandler,  is  a  very 
thorough  exposition  of  the  outrageous  frauds 
perpetrated  by  dealers  in  these  articles.  At 
present  they  defy  the  law  and  murder  right 
and  left  with  entire  impunity.  "  Danforth's 
non-explosive  burning  fluid"  is  distinctly convicted  of  several  homicides. 
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S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. ,  D.  G.  BR1NTON,  M.  D.,  Editors. 

•^"Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
vation, will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  f  orward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 

"We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 
try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fuiw  ot  infor- 

mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 

for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  coriespondents. 

AW  INTERESTING-  DIAGRAM. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  of  Washington,  has  pre- 
pared a  diagram  showing  the  proportion  of 

white  children  of  both  sexes,  under  fifteen 
years  of  age,  to  the  1,000  white  females 

between  fifteen  and  fifty  years— the  nubile 

age— in  each  State,  at  every  decade  from  1800 
to  1870.  It  is  designed  to  illustrate  graph- 

ically the  decline  in  the  birth  rate  in  the 

United  States,  and  this  it  seems  to  do,'  so 
uniformly  and  generally,  that  we  suspect  the 
existence  of  certain  factors  in  the  problem 
not  taken  into  account. 

Massachusetts  decreases  from  2,226  children 

to  the  1,000  nubile  females  in  the  year  1800 
to  1,066  children  in  1870.  Ohio  decreases 

from  3,610  (1800)  to  1,702  (1860);  Pennsylva- 
nia from  2,725  (1800)  to  1,612  (1860)  ;  and 

so  on. 

These  facts  are  not  to  be  explained,  as  many 
would  have  it,  by  a  prevalence  of  criminal 
abortion,  or  avoidance  of  offspring,  at  least 
to  any  great  degree.  Nor  do  we  fully  believe 
that  the  decrease  in  births  is  actual,  but  rather 

relative.  The  universal  prevalence  and  ma- 

lignity of  children's  diseases  this  last  thirty 
years  are  familiar  to  all.  Dr.  Rush  used  to 

say  that  a  physician  might  not  see  more  than 

a  case  or  two  of  scarlatina  in  a  life-time,  and 

diphtheria  was  unknown.  Then  the  influence 

of  emigration  must  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration. 

We  are  having  brought  to  our  shores  an- 
nually hundreds  of  thousands  of  emigrants. 

They  are  generally  adults  of  middle  age. 

Hence  the  proportion  of  women  in  the 
community  is  largely  increased  over  that  of 
the  children. 

This  has  some  influence,  but  we  incline  to 
believe  the  excessive  and  increasing  mortality 
of  childhood  has  more  to  do  with  the  extra- 

ordinary results  obtained  by  Dr.  Toner,  than 

any  one  cause.  We  have  over  and  over  again, 
in  these  pages,  called  attention  to  the  ghastly 
statistics  illustrating  this  fact. 

It  is,  to  our  shame  be  it  said,  undeniably 
true  that  children  are  not  so  healthy,  and 
have  not  the  same  chance  of  life  now  that 

they  had  seventy  years  ago.  The  causes  of 
this  are  manifold.  But  the  result  is  that  the 

sum  total  of  the  children  in  a  community  are 

less  in  proportion  to  the  adults  than  was  the 

case  in  former  years. 

A  third  and  also  a  potent  fact  influencing 

our  opinion  of  what  these  diagrams  show  is 
this :  that  the  decrease  is  largely  owing  to, 

what  an  English  writer  calls  "  the  redundancy 
of  women  "  in  the  community.  They  are  in 
excess  of  the  demand  for  marriage,  and  hence 

the  number  of  spinsters  is  far  larger  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population  now  than  in  1800  ; 

and  far  larger  in  the  older  States  than  in  the 
more  recently  settled  ones.  To  correct  this 
perturbation  in  the  calculation  the  number  of 
single  women  of  nubile  age  in  a  State  must 
each  be  credited  with  as  many  children  as  the 
married  women  of  the  State  have  on  an  aver- 

age produced.  Every  one  knows  (at  least, 
every  one  who  has  traveled  in  the  far  west,) 
that  an  old  maid  is  a  rarity  in  a  new  State, 
whereas  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and 

other  old  communities  they  are  "  as  thick  as 
leaves  in  Vallambrosa's  vale." 

Nothing  is  more  liable  to  lead  to  erroneous 

conclusions  than  a  hasty  examination  of  sta- 



Feb.  10,  1872.]  Notes  and  Comments. 

I25 

tistics,  and  we  have  seen  some  remarks  on 

this  very  diagram  of  Dr.  Toner's  which  illus- 
trate this  truism.  For  instance,  a  paper  says : 

"  This  table  reveals  the  startling  fact  that 
what  is  held  up  as  the  peculiar  shame  of 
Massachusetts  is  equally  true  of  all  her  sister 

States.  It  is  shown  that  only  one-half  as 
many  children  are  now  born  to  each  thousand 

women  as  in  1800,  and  that  there  has  been  a 

regular  decrease  from  one  decade  of  years  to 
another." 

Now  there  is  no  "  peculiar  shame  "  about 
it  to  the  reasonable  observer,  and  we  believe 
Dr.  Toner  is  as  far  as  any  one  from  supposing 
that  there  is.  His  diagram  furnishes,  how- 

ever, food  for  deep  reflection  and  -  careful 
study,  and  such  investigations  cannot  fail  to 
lead  to  most  beneficial  results. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Therapeutical  K"otes— Camphor  and  Bromine Combined. 

Prof.  Deneffe,  of  Ghent,  states  {Presse 
Med.  Beige,  November  19,)  that  for  more  than 
two  years  he  has  employed  a  combination  of 
camphor  and  bromine,  which  he  thinks  is  en- 

titled to  general  attention.  The  celebrated 
chemist  Laurekt  showed  that  bromine  will 

easily  unite  with  camphor  at  the  ordinary 
temperature,  but  that  the  product  is  fclowly 
decomposed  by  exposure  to  the  air.  M. 
Swartz,  Professor  of  Chemistry  at  Ghent, 
has  shown  that  this  body,  heated  in  a  closed 
vessel,  is  resolved  into  hydrobromic  acid  and 
a  crystallized  compound  which  is  monobro- 
tnized  camphor  {camphor  monobrome),  a  body 
body  differing  only  from  ordinary  camphor  by 
the  substitution  of  an  atom  of  bromine  for  an 
atom  of  hydrogen.  It  is  a  perfectly  crystal- 

lized substance,  fusible  at  76°  C.  and  boiling 
at  274°.  At  Professor  Swartz's  request  M. 
Deneffe  has  investigated  the  therapeutical 
properties  of  this  body,  and  has  found  it  to  be 
an  excellent  sedative  for  the  nervous  system. 
He  intends  shortly  to  publish  his  cases  in  proof 
of  this,  and,  in  the  present  communication, 
furnishes  one  of  these,  in  which  excitement 
of  the  nervous  system  passing  into  true  deli- 

rium tremens  was  effectually  relieved.  He 

prescribed  it  in  the  form  of  pills,  seventy 
grains  being  made  into  thirty  pills,  of  whhh 
one  was  given  every  hour  until  four  had  been 
taken.  For  three  days  longer  from  forty-five 
to  sixty  grains  were  given  in  the  twenty-four 
hours,  the  quantity  being  diminished  from 
forty-five  to  thirty  grains  daily  for  a  week 
The  recovery  was  progressive  and  stable. 

On  the  Action  of  Chlorides  on  Calomel. 

Mr.  Michael  Cummins  says  that  calomel  is 
not  converted  into  corrosive  sublimate  by 
soluble  chlorides  at  the  temperature  of  the 
body  ;  but  near  the  boiling  point  of  water  it  is 
slowly  converted  into  that  salt.  This  is  par- 

ticularly the  case  with  sal. ammoniac.  When 
chloride  of  sodium  is  used  in  place  of  chloride 
ammonia  the  calomel  does  not  so  readily  be- 

come converted  into  chloride,  but  requires  a 
higher  temperature.  At  110  deg.  no  change 
takes  place,  but  when  kept  at  120  deg.  F.  for 
twelve  hours,  the  calomel  is  slowly  converted 
into  corrosive  sublimate.  The  addition  of 
muriatic  acid  seems  to  hasten  the  action. 

With  nitro-muriatic  acid  the  change  takes 
place  spontaneously  and  at  ordinary  tempera- 
tures. 

Expulsion  for  Advertising. 
We  are  officially  forwarded  the  following : 

"  At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Niagara 
County  Medical  Society,  January  2d,  1872, 
Martin  S.  Kittenger  was  expelled  for  ad- 

vertising as  a  specialist  while  engaged  in 

general  practice." 
Formation  of  a  Medical  Society. 

Pursuant  to  a  call  the  physicians  of  Miami 
county,  Indiana,  met  at  the  office  of  Dr.  C. 
B.  Higgins,  in  Peru,  on  Saturday,  January 
20,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
county  medical  society.  The  society  elected 
the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 
President,  Dr.  John  H.  Helm;  secretary, 
Dr.  F.  B.  McNbal;  treasurer,  Dr.  W.  T. 
MendhalLi.  Dr.  C.  B.  Higgins,  Dr.  James 
A.  Meek,  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Brenton,  censors. 

Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago. 
The  Rush  Medical  College  building  having 

been  destroyed  by  the  great  fire,  the  faculty, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  interests  of  the  col- 

lege and  to  preserve  its  advantages  to  students 
and  clinic  of  medicine,  have  secured  the  lecture 
rooms  of  the  Cook  County  Hospital,  corner 
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hold  the  ucual  spring  course.  Having  tested 
the  convenience  of  these  rooms  during  a  large 
portion  of  the  winter  term,  they  feel  assured 
that  the  instruction  will  be  as  thorough  and 
satisfactory  as  heretofore. 

Chloral  Hydrate  and  Cod  Liver  Oil. 
Chloral  hydrate  is  soluble  in  cod  liver  oil 

when  warmed  ;  10  grammes  should  be  dis- 
solved in  190  grammes  with  the  aid  of  a  sand 

bath. 

Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  :  For 

President,  Dr.  D.  Hayes  Agnew  ;  vice  presi- 
dents, Dr.  J.  G.Stetler,  Dr.  Wm.  G  .odell ;  re- 

cording secretary,  Dr.  L.  S.  Bolles  ;  assistant 
recording  secretary,  Dr.  Nathan  Hatfield ; 
corresponding  secretary,  Dr.  Henry  Leaman ; 
treasurer,  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Welch  ;  censors,  five 
years,  Dr.  W.  L.  Knight ;  unexpired  term,  Dr. 
Kobert  Burns. 

Cold  "Water  for  Chancres. 
Dr.  Hemakd  (in  the  Memorabilieri)  asserts 

that  for  twenty  years  he  has  used,  aud  always 
with  success,  no  other  treatment  for  chancres 
and  chancroids  than  thorough  washing  with  a 
stream  of  cold  water  every  three  or  four  hours. 
Sometimes  he  medicates  the  water  with  a  lit- 

tle chlorate  of  potash  or  carbolic  acid.  In  a 
few  days  the  ulcer  changes  its  appearance, 
and  then  he  covers  it  with  a  thick  layer  of 
collodion,  and  it  heals  rapidly.  The  water 
should  be  poured  in  a  narrow  stream  with 
some  force. 

Correspondence.  f 

DOMESTIC. 

The  Value  of  Gynaecology  Illustrated. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: 

It  has  long  been  my  intention  to  relate,  for 
the  encouragement  of  those  similarly  situated, 
my  experience  in  regard  to  treating  cases  of 
female  diseases  in  parts  of  the  country 
where  this  specialty  is  affected  to  be  discoun- 

tenanced by  the  mass  of  the  profession.  It 
surprised  me  no  little  to  see  published  in  the 
Reporter  for  December  23d,  1871,  a  commu- 

nication purporting  to  come  from  the  pen  of 
one  of  this  unfortunately  numerous  and  dan- 

gerous class  of  practitioners,  who  has  the  as- 
surance to  hide  his  shame  and  ignorance  un- 

der a  nameh°  has  evidently  little  right  to  as- 
sume, viz. :  Medicus. 

In  justice  to  your  numerous  readers, Messrs. 
Editors,  you  should  refuse  anonymous  com- 

munications ca  culated  to  reflect  upon  any 
one  iu  our  profession.  The  science  of  gy- 

naecology, so  gloriously  triumphaut  and  suc- cessful in  the  relief  and  amelioration  of 
suffering  as  it  has  proved  to  be  in  our  day 
and  generation,  can  safely  scorn  the  attacks 
of  such  would-be  modest  pigmies ;  but  none 
the  less  ouyjht  such  a  respectable  and  widely 
circulated  jourual  as  yours  to  refuse  to  be  the 
vehicle  of  their  spiteful  venom.* 
The  difficulties  I  myself  have  had  to  con- 

tend with  1  can  best  illustrate  by  a  narration 
of  facts.  In  the  tali  of  '69  1  was  requested, 
by  her  husband,  to  visit  a  lady  of  our  town 
who  had  been  sun'eiUjg  fur  many  years  with internal  and  external  piles.  The  diagnosis 
had  been  made  by  physicians  previously  in 
attendance,  without  visual  or  uigital  exam- 

ination, and  sue  had  suffered  her  stomach,  in 
consequence  of  tins  squeamishness  on  the 
part  oi  her  medicai  advisers,  to  be  made  a 
percolator  for  every  imagine,  bie  nauseous 
tonic  and  laxative  compouud.  On  seveiai 
occasions  she  had  been  so  weaKened  by  heni- 
oirhage  that  she  recovered  only  after  weeks 
of  confinement  to  bed.  Ou  proposing  a  per- 

sonal examination  she,  oi  course,  demurred. 
I  insisted  ;  operated  oy  ligature  ana  scissors, 
and  she  recovered  perfectly,  Ouiy  yester- 

day, on  I  raging  her  child  to  be  vaccinated, 
sUe  said,  on  leaving  :  Doctor,  I  am  now  a 
well  woman,  alter  years  oi  agony,  and  1  hope 
God  will  bless  you  iur  making  me  overcome 
my  false  incidcei,y."  fSne  cuuid  not  suouiit  to 
an  examination  at  tne  hands  of  a  physician 
who  came  to  her  with  the  basnluiness  and 
unudity  she  herself  felt. 

In  August,  1870,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs. 
V.,  a  fady  auuut  forty-live  yiars  of  age,  who 
for  lour  yea^s  had  enuured  ■medical  treatment 
lor  a  heruorma^e  Uom  the  vagina  fehe  nad 
been  grauualfy  weakened  down,  and  when  1 
saw  hersne  had  been  bed-nduen  mure  than  a 
\ear.  fcine  had  to  be  fed  like  an  infant ;  the 
shgutest  motion  of  the  body  was  sufficient  to 
renew  the  heuiciiihage.  in  Decemner  ot  the 
preceding  year  a  consultation  was  held  by 
iouneguiar  pnysicians,  tnree  of  them  gradu- 

ates oi  .Pniladcipnia  colleges,  and  she  was  in- 
formed Oy  ail  that  she  must  die ;  that  it  was 

#uur  correspondent  does  not  quite  understand  our 
editorial  position.  Tne  communication  referred  to  was 
not  anonymous,  as  tne  name  and  address  oi  the  auihor 
was  sent  us  »>  itn  the  Mas.,  and  we  may  here  say  that  he 
is  an  esteemed  and  aOie  contributor  to  other  medical 
journals  besides  our  own.  r hat  his  opinions  diner  j 
widely  Irom  our  own,  his  article  itself  broadly  confesses, 
but  ll  lor  that  reason  we  wtre  to  reject  contributions,  it 
would  destroy  tne  very  object  and  aim  ol  our  editorial 
labors — that  of  aii\  rding  an  open  arena  ior  the  untram- 
indtd  discussion  of  all  questions  pertaining  to  tne  wel- fare and  progress  of  the  medical  profession.  We  may 
here  add  that  we  do  nut  publish  anonymous  communi- 

cations ;  but  where  a  writer  is  known  to  us  to  be  respon- sible, he  may  exercise  his  option  about  appearing  under 
a  pseudonym.— Eds.  Keportbk. 
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only  "  nature,  the  climacteric,  etc.,"  but  that the  discharge  could  not  be  checked.  That 
they  had  exhausted  their  means,  the  cupboard 
full  of  bottles  and  the  purse  of  Mr.  V  (he  had 
paid  upward  ol  $800  ou  the  case)  amply  at- 

tested. Not  one  had  ever  made  au  examina- 
j  tion.  I  found  a  pol>  pus,  attached  by  a  pedicle 
I  of  the  diameter  of  about  one  half  an  inch,  to 

the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  and  occupying  nearly 
the  whole  cavity  of  the  vagina.  The  os  was 
widely  dilated,  and  the  uterus  almost  com- 

pletely inverted.  By  means  of  the  tampon, 
;  made  of  cotton,  and  saturated  with  a  weak 

solution  of  tannin,  which  was  the  only  astring- 
ent at  h*ud,  I  controlled  the  hemorrhage  until 

I  had  obtained  my  ecraseur.  This,  was  appli- 
ed without  great  difficulty,  at  1  A.  M.,  and 

in  half  an  hour  the  (  finding  mass  was  remov- 
ed. In  four  weeks  this  miserable  wreck  of  a 

once  s  out  and  healthy  woman  was  able  again 
to  attend  to  her  household  duties,  and  nurse 
several  cas  s  of  sickness  in  the  family ;  and 
she  has  since  been  quite  well,  the  menses  re- 

turning naturally  four  months  afterward.  A 
friend  afterward  asked  the  physician  who 
had  been  the  principal  in  the  above-mention- 

ed consultation  why  he  had  nor  found  out 
the  cause  of  the  hemorrhage,  and  he  replied, 
that  he  was  afraid  he  would  be  denied  if  he 

j  demanded  a  personal  examimition — that  his 
'  motive  would  be  misunderstood  by  the  family  ! 
I   Can  a  medicus  of  that  stamp  trust  himself  ? 

His  conscience  should  never  allow  him  to 
'   burden  his  saddle-bags  with  a  speculum.  The 

fact  is,  he  ought  to  Hve  as  a  hermit  or  enter  a 
monastery. 

I  could  adduce  scores  of  eases  of  positive 
malpractice,  similar  to  the  above — cases  of 
fissure  and  fistula  of  the  anus,  treated  for 
hemorrhoids, — of  oophoritis,  whose  periodical 
exacerbations  condemned  their  unfortunate 
victims  to  sutler  the  acutest  agony  from  dras- 

tic eathar  ics,  one  of  them  also  losing  all  her 
teeth  from  mercurial  ptyalisrn,  the  uiagnosis 
being  bilious  colic ;  not  to  mention  uterine 
diseases  without  number,  treated  as  spinal  af- 

fections, diseases  ot  tne  iunas,  of  the  heart,  or 
of  the  liver.    Oue  more  case  must  suffice  : 

Jn  June  of  the  past  year  I  discovered  and 
removed  a  calculua  measuring  lour  and  one- 
half  ii  ches  in  its  mean  circumference,  and 
we  going  one  and  one-quarter  ounces  avoirdu- 

pois, from  the  bladder  of  a  young  woman  who 
had  suffered  untold  agonies  from  its  presence 
there  for  ten  years,  and  who  had  been  treated 
by  four  or  rive  physicians  during  that  time, 
not  oue  of  whom  had  ever  introduced  an  in- 

strument into  the  bladder  for  the  purpose  of 
examination.  They  were  all  regular  physi- 

cians, and  stood  in  high  esteem  in  their  neigh- 
borhoods. The  patient  has  entirely  recovered. 

I  need  not  say  that  all  these  cases  have 
gained  me  credit  from  my  patients,  and  no 
end  of  ill-will  from  the  physicians  into  whose 

1  domains  I  had  trespassed.  But  would  uMedi- 
j  cus"  have  us  understand  that  a  physician's  cir- cuit of  country  is  to  be  mapped  out  like  the 

counties  of  a  State  ?  If  so,  how  could  young 
physicians  ever  legitimately  gain  a  practice 
in  any  neighboi  hood  without  encroaching  up- 

on another  physician's  assumed  territory  ?  I 
go  wherever  I  am  called,  and  I  limit  no  other 
man  of  honorable  standing  iu  the  profession. 
A  few  words  more,  and  I  have  done.  In 

reviewing  my  practice,  I  must  positively  de- 
clare that  I  am  conscientiously  of  the  opinion 

that  I  have  done  more  good,  gained  more 
credit,  and  earned  better  compensation  from 
this  one  branch  of  medicine,  which  "Medicus" 
and  his  compeers  affect  so  to  de-pise,  than 
perhaps  from  all  the  others  included.  The 
suffering,  which  numbers  of  unfortunate  fe- 
ma  es  iu  our  country  are  condemned  to  un- 

dergo at  the  hands  of  these  prejudiced  and 
willfully  unenlightened  demireps  of  science, 
cannot  be  estimated  correctly  by  any  one, 
except  by  him  who  conscientiously  ministers 
to  their  relief,  and  he  can  easily  afford  to  de- 

spise the  iaunts  and  back-bitings  of  th^  small- 
minded  fry  who  hound  in  his  wake  and  prate 
lugubriously  of  the  low  standard  of  morality 
which  can  tolerate  such  humiliating  sacrifices 
of  modesty  as  his  treatment  demands,  in  the 
satisfaction  which  every  houest  heart  must 
feel  in  doing  good,  and  acting  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 

The  true  physician  dare  not  be  swayed  by 
any  other  feeling.  If  he  mistrusts  himself 
and  cannot  so  far  command  his  passions  as  to 
forget,  in  his  attendance  upon  a  suffering 
w  oman,  that  he  is  a  man,  far  better  were  it 
that  a  mill-stone  were  hanged  about  his  neck 
and  he  cast  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  Then 
truly  is  he  a  shame  to  his  profession,  a  dis- 
giace  to  humanity,  a  stumbliog-bloJs  and  a 
rock  of  offense  to  any  community.  A  phy- 

sician's life  is  a  high  and  holy  calling,  and  no* where  more  than  in  the  treatment  of  female 
corn p lain  s  can  he  appreciate  the  sacredness 
of  his  mission  Woe  be  to  him  who  abuses 
the  conrideuce  of  these  suffering  weaker  ves- 

sels, and  shame  to  him  who  judges  all  phy- 
sicians' minds  in  such  matters  by  his  own  low 

standard  !  Thank  God,  I  have  yet  to  say 
that  I  ever  examined  a  female  unnecessarily, 
and  1  thank  nim,most  fervently,  too,  that  my 
examinations  of  this  sort  have  been  the 
means  of  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  hun- 

dreds !  If  this  subject  were  but  rightly  under- 
stood by  Medicus"  and  others  of  like  stamp 

who  hold  titles  to  our  profession,  we  would 
see  no  more  opposition  on  the  part  of  our 
bro  her  practitioners. 

The  efforts  now  being  made  by  the  Gynae- 
cological Society  of  Boston  to  have  a  chair  of 

Gynaecology  attached  to  every  medical  college 
in  the  country  is  most  praiseworthy,  and  de- 

serves the  hearty  support  of  all.  Every  one 
knows,  however,  that  the  curriculum  already 
embraces  so  many  branches  that  in  studying 
all  in  the  limited  time  required  to  obtain  a 
degree  in  this  country,  one  can  barely  acquire 
a  smattering  of  some,  and  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  none.   Their  efforts  should  extend  further,. 
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and  obtain  an  extended  time  for  study  (four 
years  at  least  of  constant  lectures  and  clinics) 
at  all  of  our  medical  schools  that  pretend  to 
respectability. 

Henry  T.  Bahnson,  M.  D. 
Salem ,  North  Carolina. 

On  Hernia  and  Truss's. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: 

I  propose  for  your  columns  a  few  remarks 

upon  the  lecture  of  Prof.  John  "Wood,  F.  R. S.,on  the  subject  of  hernia  and  trusses,  which 
was  published  in  the  Reporter  on  the  11th 
of  last  November,  in  which  he  asserts  that 
the  shape,  material  and  adaptation  of  the 
truss-pad  (evidently  meaning  a  compress)  is 
of  more  importance  than  the  retaining  appa- 

ratus. I  fully  appreciate  the  importance  of 
these  qualities,  but  no  more  so  than  those  for 
retention,  as  the  former  would  be  of  as  little 
consequence  without  the  latter,  as  a  carriage 
wheel  without  the  axle  upon  which  it  turns. 
Without  the  proper  quality  and  quantity  of 
pressure,  the  desired  object  would  be  defeated. 
The  different  properties  of  a  truss  are  correla- 

tives, which  are  inseparable  without  destroy- 
ing effective  force.  He  claims  that  the  best 

general  outline  of  a  compress  (or  ikpad")  for 
indirect  inguinal  hernia  is  an  oblique  oval, 
with  a  flat  surface  slightly  depressed  from  t'ae 
margin  to  the  center,  and  extending  half  an 
inch  each  way  beyond  the  limits  of  the  dilated 
canal,  but  that  its  form  should  be  changed 
for  males  to  that  of  a  horse-shoe,  with  a  cleft 
in  the  lower  end  of  the  oval  for  shielding  the 
cord  and  pubic  spine  from  compression ;  by 
which  he  nearly  revokes  his  claim  for  the  use 
of  the  oval,  as  comparatively  very  few  but 
males  have  indirect  inguinal  hernia.  Now  as 
a  horse-shoe  (in  this  country)  has  but  one 
oval  end,  this  would  seem  to  be  the  end  with 
the  cleft,  did  he  not  thereafter  state  that  the 
ends  of  the  horse-shoe  (not  the  oval)  lie  on 
eacl  side  of  the  spine  of  the  pubis,  which 
appears  to  leave  the  description  rather 
ob  cure.  However,  it  is  perceivable  that  he, 
like  many  others,  including  most  of  our  truss 
appliers,  adopt  the  erroneous  idea  that  ingui- 

nal hernia  cannot  be  successful  treated 
without  pressure  upon  the  pubis,  seeming  not 
to  fully  comprehend  the  vast  importance  of 
inclosing  the  "  internal  ring"  by  pressure 
upon  the  soft  parts,  without  which  cure  can- 

not be  perfected.  Had  he  advocated  the  gen- 
eral use  of  soft  compresses  I  could  have  seen 

some  propriety  in  pressing  upon  the  pubis  ; 
as  a  soft  compress  upon  soft  parts  is  not  very 
effective,  thus  the  seeming  necessity  of  the 

soft  pad  advocates  pressing  upon  the""  exter- nal ring"  and  os  pubis.  In  regard  to  the 
necessity,  or  even  the  propriety,  of  having 
the.  compress  for  this  variety  of  hernia  extend 
half  an  inch  in  every  direction  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  dilated  canal  I  cannot  admit, 
for  the  reason  that  it  would  press  upon  both 
Poupart's  ligament  and  the  pubis,  thereby 

require  an  unnecessary  amount  of  toleration 
without  diminishing  the  necessity  for  the  same 
amount  of  pressure  upon  the  canal,  and  also 
produce  the  necessity  for  a  greater  amount  of 
compressive  power  in  the  spring,  which  un- 

necessary pressure  would  necessarily  be  felt 
posteriorly  upon  the  points  of  counter- 

pressure. It  seems  that  the  professor  did  not  perceive 
the  advantage  of  having  both  a  pad  and  com- 

press in  front,  attached  to  the  compressive 
power  in  such  a  manner  as  to  receive  and 
transfer  its  pressure  from  pad  to  compress, 
and  vice  versa;   each  receiving  the  precise 
proportion  required  from  different  conditions 
of  either  the  direct  or  indirect  variety,  with- 

out augmenting  the  amount  of  counter-pressure 
or  pressure  upon  the  pubis.    By  this  easily 
adjusted  combination,  by  which  pressure  can 
be  increased  or  diminished  upon  any  portion 
of  the  caiial,  I  have  prevented  protrusion 
where  the  tumors  had  previously  extended  to 
the  length  of  ten  to  twelve  inches  within  the 
scrotum,  by  twenty  in  circumference ;  and  that 
by  pressure  upon  ihe  soft  parts  only,  with  a 
hard  convex  compress,  less  than  one  and  a 
quarter  inches  in  diameter,  and  one  and  three- 
quarters  long.    Experience  in  this  kind  of 
treatment,  has  taught  me  that  there  is  no 
danger  to  the  cord  or  testble  by  proper  and 
effective  pressure  upon  the  soft  parts.    I  will 
now  close  my  remarks  upon  this  variety  of 
hernia,  by  referring  to  his  novel  and  inappro- 

priate name  for  the  inguinal  canal — valvular 
canal,  which  name  is  neither  descriptive  nor 
beneficial,  in  eiiher  operations  or  truss  appli- 

cations ;  the  term  is  a  proper  associate  of  that 
of    external  hernia"  (for  that  variety  which 
passes  through  the  li  internal  ring  ")  which 
name,  for  the  good  of  students,  has  been  too  of- 

ten imitatingly  used;  teachers  should  never  mul- 
tiply unnecessary  perplexities  or  absurdities. 

In  the  direct  form  of  inguinal  and  umbilical 
hernia,  he  recommends  the  ovoid  or  rounded 
pad,  with  a  depression  or  hole  in  the  center, 
for  avoiding  any  plug-like  action,  knowing  that 
the  natural  conclusion  would  be,  that  the  pro- 

trusive parts  would  be  pushed  into  the  depres- 
sion or  hole  in  the  center  of  the  pad,  he  at- 

tempts to  rebut  this  reasonable  conclusion  by  ] 
asserting  that  the  pressure  of  the  ring  pad  be- 

yond the  margin  of  the  hernial  aperture,  will  < 
keep  the  tissues  stretched  across  the  aperture  < 
beneath  them,  and  thereby  prevent  protrusion;  I 
appearing  to  disregard  the  fact  that  the  aper-  j 
ture  would  still  exist  without  the  least  contrac-  a 
tion,  and  that  the    integuments  generally  t 
would  yield  by  distension  to  the  demand  of  ] 
internal  pressure,  by  which  protrusion  is  ex-  t 
tended  into  the  cavity  or  hole  in  the  pad.  j 
Thus  it  will  be  perceived  that  his  plan  can  I 
only  check  the  speed  of  advancing  protrusion,  d 
for  the  aperture  beneath  the  "  tissues"  is  con-  j 
tinually  filled  with  the  protrusive  parts,  when  j 
in  an  erect  position.    Our  object  should  be  to  n 
entirely  and  permanently  check  protrusion,  i 
Here  the  question  may  arise,  whether  this  can  tl 
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:  be  effected ;  in  reply  to  which  I  will  state  that- 
I  am  using  a  truss  in  my  practice  for  the  treat 
ment  of  umbilical  hernia,  by  the  application 
of  which  protrusion  is  prevented,  and  I  think 

.  nature  is  assisted  to  fill  the  hernial  aperture 
I  by  granulation.    The  pad  is  hard,  circular  and 

concave,  with  a  round  hole  in  the  center.  This 
hole  is  closed  by  a  compress  just  the  size  of 
the  hole  and  convex  on  the  surface  next  to 

I,  the  skin.    It  should  fit  the  hernial  aperture 
!  loosely,  but  sufficiently  tight  to  prevent  pro- 
|  trusion.    It  is  adjusted  to  the  pad  (which  ex- 
i   tends  much  beyond  the  margin  of  the  aper 
L  ture )  upon  the  same  principle  of  the  inguinal 
;  truss,  so  that  the  pressure  upon  the  compress 
.  can  be  varied  according  to  circumstances. 

The  professor  appears  to  have  a  proper 
I  idea  of  the  requisites  of  a  femoral  truss  ;  but 
1  not  a  perfected  plan  for  its  construction.  The 
1  truss  I  use  for  this  kind  of  hernia,  has  a  com- 
1  press  arranged  in  connection  with  a  pad, 
ij  upon  the  same  principle  as  my  inguinal  truss  ; 

but  the  compress  is  thrown  by  an  arm.  below 
Poupart's  ligament,  while  the  pad  is  above ; 

1  as  any  portion  of  the  pressure  can  be  trans- 
1  f erred  to,  and  from  either  end  of  the  compress, 
,  it  must  be  admitted  to  be  much  more  prefera- 
]  ble  than  his  plan  of  sloping  off  the  lower  end, 
1  to  get  more  pressure  upon  the  upper. 
I     I  will  now  close  with  a  few  remarks  upon 
I  the  material  for  compresses  and  pads.  Tnere 
j  should  almost  never  a  soft  one  be  used.  My 
patients  often  tell  me  how  much  easier  and 
cleaner  my  boxwood  and  ivory  are  than  the 
soft  one;  but  they  do  not  seem  to  appreciate 
the  elasticity  of  ivory,  of  which  the  professor 

I  so  instructively  but   unimportantly  spoke. 
Neither  can  I  appreciate  the  advantage  of 
the  air  and  water  pads  he  so  highly  com- 

mended ;  for  the  very  reason  he  would  use 
.  them  I  would  reject  them— that  being  for 
their  non-resistant  properties,  or,  in  other 
word},  for  readily  adjusting  themselves  to  the 

I  shape  demanded  by  their  antagonist. 
D.  L.  I).  Sheldon, 

j     New  York  City,  January  25,  1872. 

A  Physician's  Buggy. 
Eds  Med.  and  Surg,  Reporter  : 

Hoping  it  may  amuse,  if  not  interest,  some 
of  your  numerous  country  readers  who  "  ped 
die  pills  or  pellets"  for  a  living,  I  send  descrip- 

tion of  a  carriage  or  buggy,"  which  I  think ,  ■  physicians  may  fiuda  convenient  and  practical 
.  arrangement  (I mean  a  four-wheeled  carriage, 

never  having  used,  or  fancied,  a  two-wheeler). 
In  the  first  place  the  entrance  beneath 

.  the  seat  in  front,  which  is  generally  left  open, 
,  should  be  securely  boxed  up ;  secondly,  the 
1  back  panel  of  the  body  made  to  constitute  a 
,  door,  by  placing  two  small  hinges  at  the  bot- 
,  torn  near  each  end;  then  two    tiny  wire 
1  chaius  attached  to  the  upper  part  of  the  door 
)  near  each  lateral  margin,  the  other  ends  be- 
,  ing  fastened  immediately  inside  and  above 
I  the  doorway ;  thus  you  have  a  lid  that  will 

fold  back,  thereby  frequently  forming  a  con- 
venient dispensing  counter  ;  a  small  till  lock 

with  escutcheon  or  key- ward,  also  a  mors  ice 
lifter  in  the  center  if  desired,  to  save  wearing 
the  key  in  pulling  open,  and,  which  should 
not  be  neglecttd,  a  key-hole  shield  which  ren- 

ders the  apartment  perfectly  water  tight. 
If  properly  made  the  molding  will  not  be 

interfered  with  and  acts  as  a  protector  to  the 
upper  crack.  The  entire  arrangement  instead 
01  disfiguring  rather  ornaments  the  posterior 
of  the  buggy.  With  this  contrivance  we  can 
have  a  tier  of  bottles  on  each  side  fill  d  with 
substances  that  are  only  occasionally  needed, 
the  center  being  used  for  hand  chests  and  in- 

struments ;  besides, we  have  the  foot  room  and 
at  all  times  the  gratification  of  knowing  our 
instruments  and  medicines  are  securely  locked; 
moreover  one  is  not  continually  being  rubbed 
or  caught  between  the  wheels  while  reaching 
in  the  foot  for  his  box.  It  matters  not  how 
uueven  the  highway,  there  is  no  clanking  of 
chains  or  rattling  of  bottles  ,as  misht  be  sup- 

posed. After  over  three  years  of  daily  ex- 
perience with  an  arrangement  of  this  sort  I 

earnestly  recommend  it,  especially  to  my 
country  brethren. 

One  word  befoie  parting  in  regard  to  size.  I 
prefertwenty-six  or  twenty-eight  inches  on  the 
seat ;  then,  if  with  a  tired  horse  I  overtake  a 
lazy  pedestrian,  I  can  place  myself  in  the  cen- 

ter and  in  reply  to  his  query  very  politely 
say — "  I  would  with  pleasure  sir,  but  I  haven't 
room."  On  the  contrary,  if  a  lady  wishes  to 
go  driving,  I  save  a  hire  and  also  have  the 
pleasure  of  close  quarters. 

Very  truly  yours, 
J.  S.  Aydelott,  M.  D. 

Snow  Hill,  Worcester  eo.,  Md.,  Jan.  18, 1872. 

The  External  Use  of  Chloral  Hydrate. 
Eds.  Med  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

1  am  in  receipt  of  a  note  from  my  friend, 
Dr.  W.  A.  Brock,  of  Platte  county,  Mo.,  de- 

tailing briefly  his  experience  with  chloral  hy- 
drate as  a  local  anajsthetic.  I  may  explain 

that  the  patient  to  which  the  quotation  below 
applies  was  a  young  gentleman  who  had  suf- 

fered many  years  from  hip-joint  caries,  and 
had  recently  undergone  an  operation  of  resec- 

tion at  the  hip,  or  some  other  severe  surgical 
procedure,  and  had,  while  suffering  from  this 
cause  and  a  severe  pulmonary  trouble  com- 

bined, come  under  the  care  of  my  friend. 
The  doctor  says  :  "  I  can  only  say  in  a  pri- 

vate way  that  the  hydrate  chloral  was  used 
for  about  one  month  prior  to  the  death  of  T. 
W.  A  solution  of  grs.  xxx  was  applied  to  the 
fistulous  openings — there  being  five  of  them 
with  extensive  excoriations  from  sloughing  of 
skin  and  cellular  tissue  ;  the  shining  red  mus- 

cular tissue  was  laid  bare  from  disease  and  the 
chloral  applied  directly  to  the  parts  devoid  of 
skin.  ADsesthesia  by  this  means  was  com- 

plete for  eght  or  ten  hours,  when  it  would  be 
repeated.   After  commencing  the  local  appli- 
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cation  it  was  kept  up  until  death,  and  although 
the  patient  had  lost  much  of  his  physical  in- 

tegrity, he  no  longer  suffered  pain.  During 
this  time  the  discharge  of  pus  and  carious 
osseous  material  from  the  five  openings  near 
the  joint  was  most  profuse. 

"  I  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  effects of  chloral  in  traumatic  lesions.  An  Irishman 
came  whose  thumb  had  been  badly  mashed, 
the  nail  torn  from  its  bed,  etc.  I  applied  the 
usual  dressings,  ?nd  after  four  days  he  return- 

ed, complaining  very  much,  and  saying  he 
had  no?  slept  a  minute  siDce  the  receipt  of 
the  injury  ;  chloral  was  prescribed  [internally 
I  presume. — ( '.],  and  from  that  tim^  forward  he 
lost  the  pain  and  regamed  bis  sleep.  I  could 
dispense  with  any  article  of  the  maferia 
medica  better  than  with  chloral  hydrate." 
The  doctor  evidently  did  not  intend  the 

above  for  publication  ;  but  as  I  have  nowhere 
seen  the  local  application  of  the  wonderful 
hypnotic  recommended,  I  think  the  suggestion 
worthy  of  publication.  Circumstances  may 
often  occur  in  which  the  administration  of  the 
remedy  in  this  way  might  be  of  great  value. 
The  hypodermic  administration  of  the  remedy 
may  become  a  usage  in  the  future. 

Respectfully, 
J~  P.  Cttesney,  M.  D. St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Jan.  23,  1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Belief  Fund. 
The  following  are  the  donations  of  the  phy- 

sicians of  Piladelpbia  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Chicago  and  far-western  sufferers,  received  by 
Dr.  Ludlow,  treasurer  of  the  fund : 
Prof.  Samuel  Gross   $50  00 

"    Joseph  Pancoast   50  00 
Dr.  Wm.  Hirsimau   50  00 
"   C.  W.  Homer   50  00 
Cash— E.  H   20  00 
Dr.  H.  Lenox  Hodge  >   25  00 
"   Morehouse   25  00 
"   Mv  Cuen   25  00 
"   Mu  ray  Chester   20  00 
"   Geo.  W.  Norris   25  00 
"  Caspar  Morris   100  00 
"  Hutchinson   25  00 
"   J.Ray   20  00 
"   Wm.  H.  Pancoast   25  00 
"   J  L.  L  ;   16  00 
"  Washington  Atlee   10  00 
"   J.  M.  Adler   10  00 
"   Wm.  Ellishaur   5  00 
u   P.  Hara  ,   5  00 
"   L.  D.  Harlow   5  00 
"   Andrew  Nebington   15  00 
"   Juliu«  Kammerer   10  00 
"   H.  D.  Benner   10  On 
"   L.  P.  Kerchline   10  00 
"   Chr.  Roller   5  00 
"  Piper  &Mc Adam   5  00 

Dr.  Theo.  Roth  "  Shellev  
"  Emil  Fisher  
"  A  Weber  
"  W.  Wentler  
"  H. — cash  
u  Schrott  

B. — cash  
E.  Hemrig,  druggist  
B.  W.  Fetters,  druggist. . 
L. — cash  
Dr.  Hunter  u  Harlan  
"  Sirawbridge  
"  Benj.Lee  
"  L.  S.  Rolles  "  Coates  
"  Wikard  
"  J.  C.  Morris  
"  Thomson  
"  Wm.  F.  Norris. 
"   Wm.  Pepper. . .  . 
"   J.  Ewinsr  Mears 
"   B.  Lincoln  Ray. 
"  H.Mullen  
"  L.  Preston  Jones 
"   S.  Killem  "  Hetzell  
"  J.T.Stockton.... 
"  Fieldstein  "  Fox  
"  Rush  
Cash  
Dr.  Gold  

M.  L  Snith... 
"  Urquehart  
Cash— L.  G  
Dr.  Lean  an  
"  Mifflin  Wistar  
"   A.  B  Hinkle  
"   J.  Solis  Cohen  "  Collins  
"   Wm.  M.  Welsh  
"  C.H.Miller  
"  J  K  Uhler  
"  H.N.  Uhler  
"   J.  P  Riley  
"  J.  R  >s.  Bunting  "  Todd  
"   Chas.  Schaeffer  
"  G.  B.  Wood  
"  T  cash  
"  Stetter  
"  T.  Tarrow  
"  Eshleman,  books  and 
"  Wm.  T.Taylor  
"  J  N.  Walker  
"  E.  R.  Prall  
"  S  N-  Trote  "  W  Rihl  
"  Schoales  "  Bucklev  
"  R.  H.  Lee  "  Nash  
"  Miles  
"  J.  C.  Norris  
u  Houghton  
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Dr.  J.  P.  Carson..  10  00 
"   J.  E.Roberts   5  00 
"   Wm.  M.  Turner   5  00 
M   Corbet,  thirteeen  volumes. 
M   Coates.smaU  pocket  medicine  case. 
"  R.  E.  Mcllwane,  oue  copy  of  Prac- 

tice !■  ursncal  iDa'omv. 
Mr.  Gemrig,  six  cases  of  pocket  instru- ments. 
Dr.  Rhein,  a  few  instruments. 
Anonymous— forceps,  specu  um,  etc. 
Dr.  Sargent,  books. 

For  General  Fund. 

G.  W.  L  $  1  00 
A.  L  ,   5  00 
E.  D   5  00 
Dr.  Stetter   10  00 
Rihl  10  00 

"   Rosenbergher   10  00 
For  North-western  Fund. 

Dr.  F.  W  Lewis  $25  00 
L.  L.   50  00 

The  following  letters  have  been  received  : 
No.  384  Michigan  Avenue,  ) 

(  hicago,  Jan.  10, 1872  j 
H.  Lenox  Hodge,  M.  D., 

No.  903  Walnut  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Penna.: 

Bear  Sir  Your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.,  to 
Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  was  laid  before  our  commit- 

tee at  its  last  meeting,  January  9th. 
You  are  kind  enough  to  say  that  the  physi- 

cians of  Philadelphia  had  contributed  the  sum 
of  $1,000  toward  the  alleviation  of  the  necessi- 

ties of  their  Chicago  brethren. 
I  am  instructed  by  the  committee  to  express, 

as  far  as  can  be  done  in  language,  the  deep 
and  heartfelt  gratitude  of  the  profession  here 
for  this  additional  expression  of  generosity 
and  sympathy  from  Philadelphia  physicians. 
And,  also,  to  suggest  that  in  view  of  the  diffi- 

culty of  ascertaining  the  exact  necessities  of 
every  individual  on  our  list  of  more  than  one 
hundred  sufferers,  we  deem  it  best  to  accept, 
in  their  behalf,  your  oflvr  of  money,  which 
each  can  use  as  his  own  judgment  may  dic- 
tate. 

Please  Sfnd  contributions  of  all  sorts  to  my 
address,  and  oblige  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Walter  Hay,  M.  £). 

No.  384  Michigan  Avenue.  \ 
Chicago,  Jan.  19,  1872.  [ 

H.  Lenox  Hodge,  M. 
No.  903  Walnut  street, 

Philadelphia.  Penna.: 
Dear  Sir— Yours  of  the  13th  inst.  was  re- 

cecived  on  the  15th.  I  have  been  prevented 
by  illness  from  acknowledging  it  sooner.  (Dr. 
Ludlow's  letter,  with  check  for  $1,115  inclos- 

ed, also  received.) 
In  the  name  of  our  committee,  in  behalf  of 

our  suffering  physicians,  accept  fr..»m  me  the 
assurance  of  our  most  profound  gratitude  for 

this  substantial  manifestation  of  charity  and 
professional  regard. 
Thanks  to  the  benevolence  of  yourselves 

and  professional  friends  in  other  cities,  our 
physicians  are  now  placed  in  position  to  help 
themselves. 

Accent  my  thanks  for  your  kind  attention 
reg  rding  the  catalogues,  and  believe  me, 
very  respectfully, 

Walter  Hay,  M.  D. 

The  Loss  of  a  Leg. 

An  ex-army  officer,  who  lost  a  leg  during 
the  recent  civil  war,  has  been  so  impressed, 
with  the  peculiarities  of  his  situation  and  the 
novel  adventures  and  incidents  growing  out 
of  that  situation,  that  he  has  written  a  book 
on  the  subject,  entitled  "  John  Smith's  Funny 
Adventures  on  a  Crutch."  The  author  com- 

plains i  ood  naturedly  that  he  is  looked  upon 
as  public  property,  and  almost  bored  to  death 
by  the  many  inquisitive  strangers  he  meets  in 
his  travels.  "  1  can  never."  says  he,  "  obtain 
a  moment's  rest  in  any  public  place.  I  no 
sooner  take  a  seat  in  a  car,  restaurant  or  lec- 

ture room,  than  some  one  near  me,  whom  I 
have  never  seen  before,  introduces  himself 
with  the  stereotyped  remark, '  I  see  you've 
met  with  a  misfortuue,'  and  on  my  assenting, 
proceeds  to  ask  the  following  questions  : 

"  '  Did  you  lose  your  limb  in  battle  ?  What battle  ?  Did  a  cannon  ball  take  it  off  ?  A 
rifle  ball,  eh?  Did  h  knock  it  clear  off? 
Did  it  sever  an  artery  ?  Did  it  hit  the  bone  ? 
Did  it  break  it?  Did  you  afterward  find  the 
ball  ?  Was  it  crushed  out  of  shape  ?  Did  you 
fall  when  hit  ?  Did  vou  walk  off  the  field  ? 
Who  carried  you  off?  Did  you  feel  much 
pain  ?  How  long  after  you  were  wounded  was 
it  amputated?  Who  performed  the  opera- 

tion ?  Did  you  take  chloroform  ?  Did  it  put 
you  to  sleep  ?  And  didn't  you  feel  the  opera- 

tion ?  Not  even  the  sawing  of  the  bone? 
Could  not  5  our  limb  have  been  saved  ?  Was 
it  taken  off  right  where  the  wound  was  ?  Can 
you  wear  an  artificial  leg  ?  Would  the  gov- 

ernment furnish  it  if  you  could  ?  Do  you  draw 
a  pension  ?  How  much  ?  How  old  are  you  ? 
What  is  your  name?  What  dil  you  do  be- 

fore the  war?  Don't  vou  often  wish  you 
hadn't  lost  your  leg?  How  does  a  person 
feel  with  a  leg  off?  Does  it  ache  when  the 
weather  charges  ?  Wo  Id  you  rather  lose  a 
leg  thau  an  arm  ?  I  have  heard  persons  say 
that  an  amputated  limb  still  feels  as  if  it  were 
on;  is  that  so?  How  do  you  account  for 

that  ?  '  " The  Effect  of  Light  on  Small-pox  Pustules. 
Among  the  many  investigations  now  being 

made  of  the  chemical  action  of  light,  there  are 
none  more  interesting  or  more  important  than 
those  which  are  directed  to  the  observation 
of  its  effects  on  the  health.  It  has  been  ob- 

served by  Dr.  Weber  that  the  sensibility  of 
the  skin  is  very  much  increased  in  those  parts 
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[Vol.  xx vi. of  the  body  which  are  always  exposed  to  the 
light,  and  this  difference  has  even  been  meas- 

ured by  that  eminent  physic  an.  This  remark- 
able fact  is  especially  observable  on  persons 

suffering  from  small  pox,  the  severity  of  the 
skin  disease  being  visibly  augmented  if  the 
paaent  be  not  confined  in  a  dark  room.  Dr. 
Waters  has  recently  published  a  paper  on 
this  subject,  in  which  he  states  that  if  the 
room  be  so  darkened  that  not  a  single  ray 
can  enter  it,  the  effect  is  to  arrest  the  disease 
at  the  papular  or  vesicular  stage ;  it  never 
becomes  purulent,  and  the  skin  between  the 
vescicles  is  never  inflamed  or  swollen  ;  the 
liquor  sanguinis  is  not  changed  into  pus, 
nearly  all  the  pain  and  itching  are  absent,  and 
the  smell  is,  if  not  enlirely  removed,  greatly 
diminished.  Another  advantage,  important 
in  a  therapeutical  point  of  view,  is  the  assis- 

tance given  to  med.cines,  the  absence  of  light 
increasing  the  excretory  powers  of  the  skin. 

 Tt  is  proposed  to  place  a  stained  win- 
dow in  Berkeley  Parish  church  in  memo- 

ry of  Dr.  Edward  Jenner,  the  discoverer  of 
vaccination,  who  was  born  at  Berkeley,  lived 
and  died  there,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel 
of  the  parish  church.  The  subject  of  the  win- 

dow, which  will  cosj,  £500,  of  which  £100  has 
been  subscribed,  is  to  be  "  Christ  healing  the 
sick." 

 The  British  Medical  Journal  hears  that 
Prof.  Huxley's  health  has  given  way  under 
the  strain  of  continuous  exertion,  and  that  he 
has  been  advised  to  absent  himself  for  a  time 
fr<  m  all  occupations  as  the  best  means  of  res- 

toration. Mr.  Huxley  was  to  spend  two 
months  in  the  mild  climate  of  Egypt,  whither 
he  has  repaired  ;  and  there  was  every  reason 
to  hope  that  he  will  return  restored  to  health 
and  vigor. 

 The  British  Medical  Journal  states  that 
on  the  day  Dr.  Gull  was  sent  for  to  San- 
dringham,  he  was  to  have  formerly  received 
the  appointment  of  consulting  physician  to 
Guy's  hospital.  Although  the  dinner  which 
was  to  have  taken  place  on  the  occasion  did 
not  come  off,  the  appointment  has  been  ac- 

cepted by  Dr.  Gull. 
 Dr.  R.  C.  Swain,  of  Shannon,  Illinois, 

while  in  the  act  of  getting  on  a  train  at  Clin- 
ton, Wisconsin,  recently,  accidentally  fell  be- 

tween two  coaches,  and  the  forward  wheels 
of  the  last  coach  passed  over  his  body  about 
the  hips.   He  lived  but  a  few  moments. 

QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 
An  Obscure  Case. 

Me?srs.  Editors:  A  medical  friend  was  taken  about  two 
yea^-s  ago  with  an  aching  pain  in  left  hip  near  the  trochan- 

ter, which  lasted  about  two  months,  when  he  was  attacked 
with  intermittent  f^ver  which  lasted  several  months,  durirjg 
which  time  the  pain  was  not  troublesome,  but  his  gait  at 
this  time  became  unsteady.  After  disappearance  of  the 

chills  pain  returned,  and  has  continued  up  to  the  present 
with  short  intervals  of  relief.  Manipulation  detects  no 
special  local  tenderness.  Pain  is  worse  at  night;  he  cannot 
lie  on  the  back  or  affected  side  without  greatly  increasing 
it.  His  position  is  on  the  right  side  with  affected  limb  com- 

pletely flexed  upon  the  bodv.  Changing  position  relieves 
pain  temporarily.  Different  skillful  physicians  have  diag- 

nosed the  disease  as  sciatica,  sciatic  rheumatism,  rheu- 
matic neuralgia,  rheumatic  affection  of  membranes  of  spinal 

cord  and  neurilema,  etc.,  etc.,  and  he  has  faithfully  carried 
out  the  usual  modes  of  treatment  for  such  cases,  without 
anything  more  than  a  temporary  relief. 
Now  can  you  and  your  readers  suggest  some  remedy  for 

this  hfflicted  brother,  who  is  every  way  worthy  of  profes- sional courtesy  ? 
Cairo,  III.  H.  W. 

Text  Books. 
Dr.  J.  F.  K.  of  low i — In  our  opinion  Gray's  Anatomy 

Parke's  Hygiene,  and  Kirke  &  P?get's  Physiology  are  the 
best.  Dal  ton's  Physiology  is  well  written,  but  not  a  complete 
survey  of  the  science. 

Is  a  Diploma  Necessary  to  Practice? 
Messrs  Eds  :-TJnder  Queries  and  Replies,  Med.  &  Surg 

Reporter,  jVo.  11,  Vol.  25,  Mr.  G.  B.  P.,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, asks  whether  a  diploma  is  a  legal  necessity  to  practice 

medicine  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  West  Virginia. 
You  reply  you  believe  not  in  either  of  the  States  mentioned ; 
certainly  not  in  Pennsylvania.  If  you  are  correct,  what 
does  act  No.  659,  page  707,  pamphlet  laws,  1870,  mean,  at 
least  with  reference  to  counties  named  ? 

D.  M.  Thompson,  M.  D.,  Mahanoy  City. 
Mineralogy. 

Br.  T.  C.L.,  of  Pennsylvania — Dana's  Mineralogylsthe  best 
it  can  be  obtained  through  this  office  or  of  any  books  Her  ; 
price  about  $5  00.  Plumbago  is  a  valuable  article,  and  is 
extensively  used  in  the  arts.  The  sale  for  black  man- 

ganese is  less  important. 

MARRIAGES. 
Black— Groome.— On  the  31st  ult.,  at  Elkton,  Md.,  by 

he  Rt.  Rev.  Henry  C.  Lay,  bishop  of  the  diocese  of 
Easton,  John  L.  Black,  M.  D  ,  of  New  Castle,  Del.,  and 
Jennie  Groome,  daughter  ot  the  late  John  C.  Groome,  of 
Maryland. Hunt— Snyder —In  Utica,  N.  Y.,  January  17th,  1872, 
at  the  residence  of  the  bride,  by  Bev.  Ross  C.  Houghton, 
assisted  by  Dr.  L.  C.  Queal,  Dr.  Jacob  Hunt  and  Eliza- beth A.,  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  W.  Snyder,  Esq.,  all 
of  Utica. 
Kennedy— Reybold.— January  24th,  at  Marsh  Mount, 

by  the  Rev.  G  W.  Kennedy,  father  of  the  bridegroom, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  D.  J.  Beale  and  the  hev.  Mr.  Po-  ter, stiles  Kennedy,  M.  D.,  of  Newark,  Del  ,  and  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Mr.  William  Reybold,  of  New  Castle  county, 
Delaware. Morgan— Townsend — At  the  Church  of  the  Annun- 

ciation, New  York.  January  30th,  by  Rev.  R.  U.  Morgan, 
D.  D.,  Ba^kson  Taylor  Morgan,  youngest  son  of  the  of- 

ficiating clergyman,  and  Catharine  Down,  eldest  daugh- ter of  Dr.  John  F  Townsend,  all  of  that  city. 
Pringle— Cooper.— By  Rev.  N.  C.  Helfrich,  Jan.  15th, 

1872,  Dr.  George  W.  Pringle,  of  New  Concord,  O.,  and 
Miss  Jane  Cooper,  of  Norwich  O. 

DEATHS. 
Gibson — Dr.  Gibson,  a  prominent  physician  at  Bell- ville,  New  Jersey,  died  suddenly  January  30th,  of  heart disease. 
Oellig — In  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  January  23d,  1872,  Dr. 

John  G.  Oellig.  Dr.  O.  practiced  medicine  in  Waynes- boro forty  years  or  more. 
Pike  —On  the  14ch  of  January,  at  Sutton,  N.  H.,  Eva 

Pike,  wife  of  J  >r.  C.  C.  Pike,  only  child  of  Thomas  C.  and 
Louisa  B.Pike,  of  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  aged  27  years,  3 months  and  4  days. 
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CINCINNATI,  OHIO, 

MANUFACTURER  OF  AND  DEALER  IN 

SURGICAL  AND  OBTHOPOSDIGAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTERS,  TRUSSES, 

Clab-foot  Shoes,  Spinal  Apparatus,  etc. 
QKeeps  constantly  'on  hand  a  full  variety  of  Metallic  and 
Rubber  Syringes,  Stomach  Pumps,  etc.  Stockings  for  Vari- 

cose Veins. 
Special  attention  given  to  the  fitting  of  Apparatus  for  De- 

formities. 

49"  Agent  for  Dr.  L.  A.  BABCOCK'r* 
SILVER  UTERINE  SUPPORTER, 

NO  W  READY 

AHL'S  POROUS  FELT  SPLINTS, ALSO, 
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S.  W.  ELLIOTT'S  SADDLE-BAGS. 

Detroit  Medical  College, 

FACULTY: 
AMUELP.  DUFFIELD,  Ph.  D.  M.  D.,  Emerifis  Profes- 

sor of  Chemistry. 
J.  M.  BLGELOW,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Medical 

Botany  and  Materia  Medica. 
EDVV.  W.  JENKS,  M.  D.,  Medical  and  Surgical  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Clinical  Gynecology. 

THEO.  A.  McGRAW,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery  and  Clinical  Sursjery. 

GEO.  P.  ANDREWS,  M.  D.,   Principles  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medioin«. 

C.  B.  GILBERT,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, and  Cliuical  Medicine. 
JAS.  F.  NOYES,  M.  D.,  Ophthalmology  and  Aural  Surgery. 
N.  W.  WEBBER  M.  D.,  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 
RICHARD  INGLIS,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics. 
A.  B.  PALMER,  M.  D.,  Medical  Diagnosis  and  Clinical Medicine. 
ALBERT  B.  LYONS,  M-  D„  Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 
LEARTUS  CONNOR,  M.  D.,  Physiology  and  Microscopy. 
WM.  H.  LATBROP,  M.  D.,  Diseases  of  Mind  and  Brain. 
Hon.  HENRY  B.  BROWN,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
H.  O.  WALKER,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  an Lecturer  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  College  Term  will  begin  on  MARCH  20th,  and  con- tinue four  months.   The  Fees  are  as  follows : 
Matriculation  fee,      -  $  5.00 
Hospital  fees,   6.00 
Lecture  fees  for  first  and  second  course  students,  50.00 

"      "    third  course  students,    -  35.00 
Gradation  fee,       -   25.00 

For  further  particulars  address,  or  call  upon 
EDWARD  W.  JENKS,  M.  D., 

 President  of  Faculty,  92  F>rt  St.,  W.  Detroit. 
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SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

medical  saddle-bags, 
Trusses,  Druggists'  Sundries,  &c,  &c. 

No.  23  South  Eigntn  Street, 
634  PHILADELPHIA. 

CON  SUMPTION! 

Its  Pathology  and  Treatment, 
BY 

WILLIAM  MINOR  LOGAN,  M.  D„ 

OF 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

12mo.,  90  pages— on  toned  paper,  neatly  bound.  Price, 81.00.   Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 
To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol. 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which — that,  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  exhausting  the  edition  In 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries  for 
it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 

LONG  ISLAND  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. — TERM  1872. FACULTY: 
Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Prac- 

tice of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 
Corydon  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,Prof.  of  Anatomy. 
Edw.  S.  Dunstkr,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 

Children. 
Geo.  W.  Plympton,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- cology. 

Alex.  J.  C.  Skene.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  ot  Women,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics. 

Jarvis  S.  Wight,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Medica  and  Thera- 

peutics. Al-pheus  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Henry  S.  Cheever,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Micro- 

scopic Anatomy. 
Geo.  K.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
J.  S.  Prout,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
Arthur  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the Ear. 

The  next  Annual  Session  will  commence  MARCH  5, 1872, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  Readiug  Term  will  com- mence OCTOBER  4, 1871,  and  continue  five  months. 

Fees  for  the  full  course,  $100;  Matriculation,  $5 ;  Gradua- 
tion, $25.  Clinical  instruction  is  given  daily.  Ample  provision 

for  Dissection.   For  Circulars,  apply  to 
760-811)  JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

NOW  READY. 

Cancer:  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W.  BRIGHT.  M.  D., 
OF  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 
Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  largo 

and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 
views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  ligh  t 

of  the  most  recent  researches,  and  adis  his  own  views  and 
observations,  together  with  his  practical  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  Price,  $2.00,  sent  by  mail,  postage 
paid.  S,  W.  BUTLER, 115  South  Seventh  St., 

Philadelphia. 
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Physicians  can  rely  upon  cur  Manufacture  with  Confidence. 

Price  Lists,  with  full  Eecipes,  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal  Druggists 

throughout  the  United  States. 

WE  OFFER  TO  PHYSICIANS  A  LARGE  AND  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  STOCK  OF 

PURE  DRUGS,  CHEMICALS  AND  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

INCLUDING  ALL  THE 

NEW  REMEDIES. 
ALSO, 

Surgical  Instruments,  Saddle  Bags,  Medicine  Chests  and  Pocket 

Cases  in  Great  Variety. 

FRESH  AND  RELIABLE  VACCINE  VIRUS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND;  SENT  BY  WAIT,  AT 

$1.50  PER  CRUST. 
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the  names  of  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson  and  Josepli  l^eidy,  of 
the  I  ni versify  of  Pennsylvania;  Drs.  Mutter,  Darrach, 
Harlow,  Ludlow,  Knight  and  others  Physicians  may  re- 

ly on  the  certain  Purity  of  our  Brand,  as  also  its  Freshness and  Sweetness. 
Wherever  tested,  either  bv  the  medical  profession  or  by 

invalids,  superiority  is  acknowledged.  We  have  made  it 
a  specialty  for  many  years,  and  can  confidently  recom- mend it  to  the  drug  trade. 

John  C.  Baker  &  Go's  Citrate  of  Magnesia. 
Prepared  with  Especial  Care,  and  warranted  to  retain 
i  Freshness.    For  sale  by  all  Druggists. 

JOHN  C.  BAKER, 
Philadelphia. 

PENNSYLVANIA  CENTRAL  RA ROAD. 
WEST  PHILADELPHIA. 

Trairs  leave  Depot,  THIRTY-SECOND  and  MARE 
Streets. 

Trains  arrive  at  Depot,  THIRTY-FIRST  and  MARKET 
Streets MAIN  LINE  WESTWARD. 
Paoli  Accommodation,  daily,  except  Sunday, 

6:25  A.  m  ,  8:30  A.  m.  and  11:10  a.  m.  ;  1:10  p.  m., 
6:10  P.  M.  and   10:30  p. 
L^ck  Haven  and  Elmira  Express,  daily,  except 
Sunday   8:00  a.  m 

Niagara  Express,  diily,  except  Sunday   7:30  a.  m. 
Mail,  daily,  except  Sunday  ,   h(M)  A.  M. 
Fa't  I  iue&  Erie  Express,  daily,  except  Sunday,  12:40  p.  m. 
Harrisburg  Accomo'tion,    "         "  "         2:30  p.  m. 
Lancaster  and  York  Ace,  "         "  "         4  10  p.m. 
Paikesburg  Train,  "         "  "         5:30  p.  m Cincinnati  Express,  daily   6:h0  p.  m. 
Buffalo  and  Niagara  Express,  daily   6:30  p.  M. 
Erie  Mail,  daily   6:30  p.  m. 
Southern  Express,  daily   9:00  p.  m 
Through  Passenger,  daily,  except  on  Sunday....  10:50  p.  m. 
Pacific  Express,  daily   11:40  p.  sr. 
Paoli  Sunday  Trains   8:40  a.  m.  and   6  40  p.  m. 

<  incinnati  Express  only  to  Harrisburg  on  Saturdays. 
Erie  Mail,  Saturday  night,  runs  only  to  Williamsport. 
For  through  passenger  train  tickets  must  be  procured 

and  baggage  delivered  at  No.  116  Market  Street,  by  5  p.  M. 
NEW  YORK  DIVISION. 

Express  for  New  York,  7:10,  8:30  and  11:00  a.  m.,  and  1:20 
3:00,  5:30  and  6:45  p.      and  12  night. 
Emigrant  Train  for  New  York,  11:30  p.  m. 
New  York  Sunday  Trains,  8:30  A.  M.,  6:45  p.  m.,  1 

KENSINGTON  DEPOT. 
Holmesburg  and  Bustleton,  6:45  a.  m.,  12:30,  5:15, 
and..   7: 

Way  Trams  for  Trenton  10:00  a.  m.  and  2: 
Way  Train  for  Bristol   6: 

FOR  BELVIDERE  DELAWARE  RAILRO 
Express  for  Trenton,  Lamb'ville,  Easton,  etc.,  '7 Express  "         '•  "  "         "  3:00 
Way  Train  for  '•  "  ,;         "       5:00  i 

MARKET  STREET  FERRY— AMBOY  DIVISION. 
Accommodation  Train  New  York,  via  Amboy...  7:00  a 
Way  Trains  ior  Trenton,  8:00  and  10:00  a.  m  , 

12  noon.  2:  0  p.  m.,  and   5:00  p 
Accommodation  for  New  York,  via  Jersey  City,   3:00  p 
Accommodation  for  South  Amboy   4:00  p 
Way  Trains  for  Bordeotown,  6:00,  7:3J,  and   11:30  p. 
Express  Trains  for  Hightstown,  6:45  a.  m.,  and  3:30  p.  M 
Way  Train  for  Pemberton  and  N.  J.  Southern and  Tuckerton  r  tilroads   10:00  a 
Way  Train  for  Hi  htstown   1:00  p 
Way  Trains  for  Pemberton,  2:3J  p.  m.  and   6:30  p 
Way  Train  for  Pemberton  and  Tuckerton  RR.   5:00  p 
Way  Train  for  Mount  Holl  v,  Monday,  Wednes- 

day, Tnursday  and  Saturday  only   11:30  p 
(    No.  901  Chestuut  Street, 

TICKE  T  OFFICES :  -i    No.  838  Chestnut  Street, 
^   No.  116  Market  Street,  and  at  the 

Dep  its  and  Ferry  named  above 
A.  J.  CASS  ATT,  General  Manager. 

jy-EDICAL  DIAGNOSIS. DR.  WILLIAM  PEPPER  will  give  a  Course  of 
Practical  Instruction  on  this  subject,  in  the  Wards  of  the 
Philadelphia  Hospital,  extending  from  March  20th  to  June 
20th.  The  Course  will  be  entirely  Clinical,  and  each  Stu- 

dent will  have  ample  opportunities  or  familiarizing  himself, 
especially  with  all  the  branches  of  PHYSICAL  DIAG- NOSIS. 
Feb,  lor  the  Course,  $15.00. 
Apply  to  1215  Walnut  St.,  between  iy2  and  4  P.  M 81-lt 

VALENTINE'S  PREPARATION 

OF Meat  Juice. 
THE  GERM  OF  LIFE,  OR  NUTRITIVE  PRINCIPL 
The  result  of  an  original  process  of  preparing  meat  and 

extracting  its  j uices,  hy  which  the  element}  of  nutrition— 
the  Gkrms  or/  Lipk— are  obtained  in  a  state  ready  for  im- mediate absorption. 

It  is  offered  to  tli3  Medical  profession  on  its  own  merits. 
For  sale  by  all  the  principal  Druggists  in  the  United 

States. IRA  W.  BLUNT,  Agent, 
776-788  Richmond,  Va, 
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MANUAL    PRESSURE   IX  PARTURI- 
TION. 

By  J.  H.  Maynard,  M.  D  , 
Of  Unity,  Maryland. 

Ad  article  in  the  American  Journal  of  the 
Medical  Sciences,  showing  by  a  detailed 
history  of  several  cases  the  valuable  aid  de- 

rived from  the  external  application  of  cold 
water  as  an  oxytoxic,  recalled  to  my  mind  the 
fact  that  I  have  seen  very  little  in  the  litera- 

ture of  our  profession  with  regard  to  another 
agent  upon  which  I  have  confidently  relied  in 
all  cases  of  labor  protracted  by  uterine  in- 

ertia, for  the  past  year  or  more  ;  and  it  is  one 
which  has  never  failed  to  arouse  the  lazy 
uterus  to  a  proper  and  active  performance  of 
its  parturient  function. 

The  agent  I  alluded  to  is  pressure  with  the 
open  hand  or  hands  properly  applied  to  the 
part  of  the  abdominal  wall  corresponding  to  the 
fundus  of  the  uterus.  Most  of  the  text  books 
with  which  I  am  familiar  are  either  silent 
upon  the  subject,  or  they  give  to  it  a  mere 
passing  notice.  Can  it  be  that  their  authors 
were  unacquainted  with  its  marvelous  efficacy  ? 

I  believe  it  was  suggested  in  1856  by  Von 
Ritgen,  and  in  1867  Kristler  first  practiced 
it.  My  attention  was  first  attracted  to  it  by 
an  article  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter,  1  forget  by  whom,  and  it  being  of 
so  innocent  and  harmless  a  nature,  I  resolved 
to  test  it  the  first  opportunity;  and  I  did  so. 

The  causes  which  trammel  and  impede  the 
gravid  uterus  in  its  efforts  to  expel  its  con- 

tents are  various  and  are  often  of  so  complex, 
and  serious  a  nature  as  to  demand  prompt 

and  energetic  medical, and  it  maybe  surgical, ' 

interference  for  their  removal,  and  that  being 
accomplished,  the  womb  will  at  once  resume 
its  normal  activity  and  the  case  proceed  to  a 
successful  and  happy  termination.  But  these 
are  delays  which  seem  to  be  owing  to  no  ap» 
preciable  lesion,  and  it  is  in  these  cases  that 
the  agent  with  which  I  have  headed  this  arti- 

cle ac  s  so  satisfactorily. 
Ergot  has  been,  and  is  still,  relied  upon  by 

practitioners  as  the  motive  power  to  draw 
them  and  their  patient  out  of  the  obstetrical 
mire  into  which  they  have  fallen  ;  and  it  will 
often  succeed,  but  generally  at  the  expense 
of  the  foatus,  whose  life  is  often  lost  in  the 
struggle.  In  my  earliest  obstetrical  teachings 
my  mind  was  awakened  to  th  s  direful  effect 
of  this  drug,  and  in  all  of  my  practice  I  have 
administered  it  but  once  as  a  parturient,  and 
then  the  life  of  the  foe 'us  was  believed  to  be 
extinct. 

I  have  repeatedly  prescribed  morphia  sulph . 
to  compose  the  patient,  when  she  was  being 
harassed  by  spurious  labor  pains,  with  the 
happiest  effect.  I  have  administered  it  to 
travailing  women  whose  sufferings  had  almost 
exhausted  their  vital  powers,  and  by  tempor- 

arily relieving  the  pain,  sleep,  calm  refresh- 
ing sleep,  would  be  followed  by  rapid  deliv- 

ery. But  morphia  has  been  known  to  do 
harm,  and  if  danger  to  mother  or  child  should 
be  heralded,  we  cannot  remove  the  offtindin|* 
cause,  when  it  is  operating  from  within  as  we 
can  a  mechanical  agent  operating  from  with? 
out. 
Xow  I  seldom  use  anything  but  pressure  . 

As  soon  as  I  find  the  uterus  relaxing  its  ex- 
pulsive efforts  and  spurious  pains  setting  in,  I 

at  once  apply  my  hand  or  hand^  and  all  is. 
soon  put  to  right ;  the  spurious  pains  are 
checked;  the  womb  is  aroused ;;  true  labos: 
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pmis  are  brought  to  work,  and  soon  the  wail 
of  the  new-born  falls  like  sweetest  music  upon 
the  ears  of  the  hard- wrought  mother  and  anx- 

iously listening  father. 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  the  rationale  of 

the  action  of  pressure.  I  leave  that  to  be  ex 
plained  by  some  of  my  more  erudite  brothers. 
I  can  hardly  believe  that  it  is  pressure  alone 
which  fives  such  a  happy  resul' ,  as  it  has  been 
confidently  asserted  that  the  combined  force 
which  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  foetus  in 
utero  in  order  to  accomplish  the  act  of  partu- 

rition amounts  to  a  little  over  five  hundred 

pound-.  Hence  I  can  hardly  believe  that  such 
a  great  thing  could  be  consummated  by  the 
comparatively  slight  additional  pressure  im- 

parted by  the  hand  of  the  accoucheur. 
I  will  now  give  a  brief  history  of  one  of  the 

many  ca-es  in  which  I  have  so  successfully 
'and  so  satisfactorily  used  nanual  compression: 
Mrs.  G.,  set.  about  30  years,  small  and  rather 
delicately  constituted,  sent  for  me  on  the 
night  of  the  21st  of  last  June.  She  stated  that 
she  had  been  surf-ring  about  five  hours  ;  her 
pains  were  quite  frequent  but  very  trilling. 
They  seemed  to  be  altogether  spurious,  the 
effect  of  which  was  only  to  excite  and  weaken 
her.  An  investigation  elicited  the  informa- 

tion that  her  previous  confinements  had  lasted 
from  twenty  four  to  thirty-six  hours  (this 
was  her  fourth  confinement  but  the  first  time 

'my  aid  had  been  invoked) ;  that  she  had  al- 
ways suffered  a  great  deal  during  her  accouch- 

ment  and  afterward. 
Having  made  a  thorough  examination  into 

the  state  of  the  os  uteri  and  its  contiguous 
parts,  and  Sailing  no  cause  to  apprehend  any 
.stiious  obstruction  01  complication,  I  con- 

cluded, as  I  usuaily  do  in  such  cases,  to  wait 
awhile  and  watch.  T\vo  or  three  hours  thus 

passed  by,  and  nature's  efforts  to  bring  about 
the  much  desired  result  having  failed,  and 

as  my  patient's  strength  was  evidently  giv- 
ing away  uuder  the  morbid  excitement,  I 

determined  not  to  wait  any  longer  but  to  ap- 
ply my  sheet-anchor  at  once. 

She  had  been  up  and  down  in  the  bed  and 
out  of  it,  walking  the  floor  ever  since  I  had 
been  with  her.  So  I  had  requested  her  to  be 
seated  upon  a  chair,  svith  which  request  she 
readily  complied,  and  as  soon  as  she  felt  the 
effect  of  an  approaching  pain,  I  applied  both 
hands  to  the  abdomen,  immediately  over  the 
fundus  uteri,  and  gently  but  firmly  pressed 
downward  and  backward,  until  the  pain  began 

to  subside,  when  the  pressure  was  immediately 
removed;  and  it  was  renewed  at  each  succeed- 

ing pain  until  there  were  manifestations  of 
more  uterine  ac  ivity,  when  it  was  withdrawn, 
andthe  patient  again  assigned  to  the  hands  of 
nature.  But  finding  after  awhile  that  the 
uterus  was  fast  relapsing  hit  >  its  former  un- 

promising state,  I  again  applied  the  pressure, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  the  uterus  became  so 
active  and  the  pain  so  severe  that  my  patient 
was  sent  to  bed  for  investigation  into  pro- 

gress. As  soon  as  she  was  comfortably  in  bed 
digital  examination  was  made,,  and  the  first 
object  my  finger  encountered  after  entering  the 
vagina  was  the  funis,  a  large  loop  of  it  having 
s  ipped  by  the  breech,  which  part  I  then  found 
to  be  presenting,  and  lay  coiied  up  there. 
There  was  evidently  work  before  me. 
A  little  more  firm  pressure  rendered  the 

uterus  sufficiently  active  to  be  left  to  its  own 
efforts,  and  my  attention  was  directed  to  the 
fo2tu<  and  the  presenting  funis.  As  soon  as 
the  breech  reached  the  outlet,  which  point  it 
soon  reached  with  the  presenting  part  of  the 
cord  in  advance,  I  desired  the  patient  to  as- 

sume the  knee-elbow  position,  which  was 
readil>  complied  wi  hand  accomplished.  Two 
fiugers  of  the  right  baud  were  then  inserted 
between  the  presenting  breech  and  the  pos- 

terior vaginal  wall,  carrying  with  them  the 
then  protruding  cord  above  the  foetal  crest  of 
the  iiium,  when,  as  if  summoning  all  of  its 
force,  the  uterus  made  a  vigorous  effort  and 
the  child  was  delivered  u  safe  and  sound." 

She  was  in  labor  about  tea  hours,  less  than 
half  of  any  previous  aceouehuient.  No  after 
triable. 

I  prefer  this  manner  of  interference  in  pro- 
tracted labor,  on  account  of  its  efficacy  and  its 

safety  to  both  mother  and  child.  It  is  perfectly 
safe,  because  alwavs  fully  and  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  accoucheur. 

STRANGULATED  FEMORAL  HERNIA 
OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWELVE 

HOURS'  DURATION. 
By  George  Hill,  M.  D., 

Or  HughesvMe,  Pa. 
Mr.  George  W.  Lyon,  set.  78  years,  had, 

for  some  time,  a  smalt  lump,  appearing  and 
disappearing,  in  his  right  groin. 

On  Thursday,  November  10th,  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M.,  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill  with  colic, 
and  on  Saturday  morning,  the  18th,  I  met  his 



Feb.  17,  1872,] 
Communications, 

*35 

attending  physician  in  consultation.  An  oval 

tumor,  somewhat  larger  than  a  hen's  egg; 
the  long  diameter  parallel  with  Poupart's 
ligament  and  the  femoral  artery  pulsating  be- 

neath it,  was  found  to  be  the  cause  of  his  pain 
and  distress. 

An  operation  was  not  immediately  determ- 
ined on  until  ice,  warm  fomentations,  and 

other  relaxing  remedies  had  been  more  fully 
tested ;  for  the  doctor  had  already  made,  a 
somewhat  persevering  effort  by  etherizing 
ai;d  manipulation. 

Oil  Monday  evening  (the20th)at  10  o'clock 
the  following  dispatch  arrived:  "  Wm.  Lyon 
has  had  fecal  vomiting  for  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  ;  is  very  ill ;  come  on."  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  do  not  hold  the  physician  in  at- 

tendance responsible  for  this  great  delay. 
Prejudice  and  fear  of  cutting  are  forces  that 
too  often  bani3,  more  or  less,  the  convictions 
of  the  well-meaning  physician,  especially 
when  the  parties  who  are  his  patrons  have 
positions. 
Having  arrived  the  same  night,  after  a  drive 

of  twelve  mile*,  a?  two  o'clock  A.  M.,  with 
the  assistance  of  Doctor  Baper,  I  operated 
by  making  a  vertical  incision  of  two  and  a 
half  inches  in  length  over  the  center  of  the 
tumor.  The  strangulated  knuckle  of  the  colon 
had  become  adherent  to  the  sack  throughout, 
and  required  complete  breaking  up  before  it 
could  be  reduced,  even  after  the  stricture  had 
been  effectually  dilated.  A  local  peritonitis, 
to  the  fullest  extent,  existed;  a  condition 
similar  to  what  is  met  with  in  regular  idio- 

pathic peritonitis  post-mortem. 

'  This  accounts,' of  course,  to  some  extent  for 
the  result  in  this  case;  it  being  an  imperfect 
strangulation.  The  operation  was  rendered 
e-pecially  tedious  by  reason  of  the  inflamma- 

tion and  adhesion,  even  of  the  various  cover- 
ings of  the  hernial  sack.  Though  the  parts 

were  as  much  relaxed  as  possible  by  position, 
it  was  only  found  safe  to  cut  after  pinching, 
raising  and  rolling  between  the  thumb  and 
finger  of  the  left  hand,  the  various  coverings 
of  the  sack,  which  by  the  way,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  the  only  safe  plan  to  proceed  in  this 
operation  in  auy  case;  and  the  stricture  too 
is  better  overcome,  certainly  more  safely  with 
the  handle  of  a  common  dissecting  scalpel, 
espec  lly  where  the  arteries  are  pulsating  on 
all  sides,  in  view  of  the  delay  already  spoken 
of  and  the  condition  of  things  generally,  the 
prognosis  seemed  very    unfavorable.  Not- 

withstanding, however,  in  three  weeks  the 
patient  was  able  to  be  about  the  room;  and 
is  now  restored  ;o  health. 

There  are  certainly  some  points  of  interest 
in  this  case. 

1st.  The  great  length  of  time  (112  hours) 
the  strangulation  existed. 

2d.  The  extent  of  disorganization  of  the 
intestine,  approximating  to  all  appearance, 
uearly  as  may  be,  gangrene. 

3d.  The  great  age  of  the  patient. 
One  of  the  conditions,  as  I  view  i£,  which 

rendered  a  cure  in  this  case  possible,  was  the 
free  outlet  for  the  escape  of  morbific  humors. 

What  an  outlet  will  sometimes  do  in  a  great 
strait  let  the  following  report  from  anothec 
field  suffice.  Joshua  Webb,  of  Lime  Ridge, 
Columbia  county,  Pa.,  set.  about  45  years,  be- 

came the  subject  of  apparently  an  incurable, 
abdominal  dropsy.  I  tapped  him  June  the 
15th,  1852;  removed  32  pints  of  fluid.  The 
second  tapping  occurred  August  22d,  1852; 
amount,  34  pints,  wish  no  better  prospects  for 
the  future  in  any  respect.  Having  reduced  the, 
patient  once  more  to  fair  proportions,  snugly 
bandaged  him,  and  emphatically  telling  him 
what  not  to  do,  I  bid  him  farewell  for  the  pre- 

sent. When,  fortunately,  contrary  to  direc- 
tions, he  walked  (the  day  being  oppressively 

hot)  to  the  basement  of  his  saw-mill,  and  lay 
down  near  the  water  ai  d  fell  asleep.  He 
awoke  with  a  violent  chill,  which  was  followed 

by  excruciating  pain  and  great  tenderness 
throughout  the  abdomen.  I  had  before  writ- 

ten this  case  a  forlorn  hope.  Now,  I  had  in  ad^ 
ditioo,  a  case  of  acute  peritonitis,  and  especi- 

ally should  I  have  been  grateful  for  the  pHcebo 
or  catholicon,that  would  have  let  him  down  easy. 
But  to  my  utter  surprise  and  pleasure,  alter 
a  few  days  of  great  suffering,  a  sero-purulent 
discharge  was  set  up  from  the  opening  in  the 
iinea  alba— his  pain  gradually  declining ;  and 
the  result  was,  that  by  the  next  tapping  period, 
this  freak  of  my  disobedient  patient  resulted 
in  an  absolute  cure. 

Vitality  Statistics. 

In  New  Jersey  the  reports  filed  in  the 
proper  department  show  that  in  thafc  Staie, 
during  1871,  there  were  recorded  6,007  marri- 

ages, 19,103  births  and  9,526  d  aths.  Toe  fig- 
ures for  Burlington  county  are,  marriages,  214 ; 

births,  762,  and  deaths,  634;  for  Uanidea 
countv,  marriages,  300;  births,  913,  and 
deaths, 416  ;  for  Gioucester  county,  marriages, 
150;  births,  515,  and  deaths,  194. 
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Hospital  Reports, 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Surgical  Service  of  Prof.  I>.  Hayes  Agseav. 

[REPORTED  BTDB-F.  WILLARD,  M.  D.] 
Fibro-Sarcomata. 

This  man,  set.  58  years,  presents  himself 
with  a  large  mass  situated  in  the  left  groin, 
or  more  accurately  speaking,  there  are  four  or 
five  masses,  lying:  along  Poupart's  ligament as  far  out  as  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  and  down 
upon  the  thigh.  They  are  hard,  dense,  and 
inelastic,  and  Vary  in  size  from  that  of  a  wal- 

nut to  a  large  ess:.  I  find  that  they  are  not 
adherent  to  the  skin,  and  as  the  thigh  is  Hexed 
upon  the  abdomen,  you  will  notice  that  they 
become  freely  moveable,  hut  when  it  is  extend- 

ed, they  are  much  more  fixed.  What  does  this 
signify?  It  simply  assures  us  that  they  are 
attached  to  the  deep  fascia,  that  strong,  dense 
membrane  which  cavers  in  all  the  muscles  of 
ihe  thigh,  and  becomes  thinner  as  it  gradually 
reaches  the  sartorial  portion.  They  have  very 
much  the  appearance  of  enlarged  glands,  yet 
are  not  quite  as  regular  iu  form.  Two  years  ago 
1  removed  a  similar,  though  smaller,  growth 
from  this  same  region,  which  had  been  grow- 

ing for  ten  years,  but  in  six  months  it  com- 
menced to  reappear,  and  now,  in  eighteen, 

has  attained  the  size  which  you  see. 
The  cicatrix  of  the  old  incision  is  plainly 

visible,  but  these  tumors  are  situated  at  points 
in  close  proximity,  or  a  distance  of  a  few 
inches-  To  the  cicatrix  the  skin  is  adherent, 
hut  at  other  points  there  is  no  attachment. 
In  one  or  two  places  the  integument  is  red 
and  inflamed,  presenting  much  the  appear- 

and of  a  pointing  abscess. 
Th  '  man  is  red  and  florid,  yet  he  informs 

us  his  health  is  not  as  good  as  it  was  one  year 
ago.  He  has  suffered  but  little  pain,  yet  of 
late  a  few  twinges  are  perceptible. 
Now  what  is  the  nature  of  these  growths? 

I  know  from  the  former  observation  that  they 
are  fibrous  in  their  character,  and  now,  from 
the  clinical  history  and  appearance,  we  can 
he  almost  certain  that  they  are  fibro-sarcoma- 
ta — "recurring  fibroid,"  as  Paget  called  them. 
As  a  rule  these  tumors  are  composed  chiefly 
or  entirely  of  oval  or  elongated  or  filament- 
bus  cells,  resembling  the  so-caiied  fibro  plas- 

tic cells,  together  with  other  developing  em- 
bryonic structures,  and  wiih  little  or  no  mter- 

cedular  substance.  When  the  fibrous  element 
predominates  we  have  the  true  fibrosarco- 

ma'a.  When  these  embryonic  structures  are 
found  in  excess,  the  proguosis  is  rendered 
much  more  unfavorable.  In  pure  fibroma  the 
growth  is  usually  central,  and  they  are  not 
infectious;  that  is,  neighboring  portions  do 
not  unite,  infiltrate,  and  cause  degeneration 
of  the  surrounding  tissues.  If  they  are  infec- 

tious they  are  usually  fibro-sarcomata. 
Bv  sarcomata  I  include  all  tumors  described 

by  Billroth  as  consisting  of  tissue  belonging 

to  the  development  series  of  connective 
tissue  substames  (as  connective  tissue,  hone, 
cartilage),  which  as  a  rule,  do  not  go  on  to 
the.  formation  of  a  perfect  tissue,  but  to  pecu- 

liar degenerations  of  the  developmental  forms. 
I  believe  he  also  includes  muscles  and  nerves 
among  the  tissues  liable  fr»  this  form  of  degen- 

erate development ;  but  others  exclude  them. 
The  name  sarcoma  does  not  necessarily  im- 

ply that  a  growth  shall  have  the  appearance 
of  flesh  (from  sarx).  for  it  may  be  yellowish 
or«white  or  brown  or  gray,  dependent  either 
upon  its  vascularity  or  to  blood  extravasa- 

tions in  its  interior  Different  forms  of  cells 
are  often  seen  io  the  same  sarcomatous  mass. 

Sarcomata  vary  in  their  character,  from  the 
most  benign  to  the  most  malignaut  forms,  and 
it  is  unfortunate  that  the  microscope  is,  as  yet, 
unable  to  yield  a  positive  diagnosis,  and  we 
must  depend  upon  clinical  observation. 

The  prognosis  will  depend  upon  the  con- 
sistence, location  and  rapidity  of  the  growth. 

Slow  progress  is  favorable,  a3  is  also  firm 
consistence.  The  worst  forms  are  the  alveo- 

lar, soft  granulation,  swindle-celled  and  black 
forms. 

In  the  recurring  forms  the  return  is,  as  in 
the  case  before  us,  at  or  near  the  former  seat, 
at  which  place  it  may  continue  to  reap- 

pear after  several  operations,  or  until  a!  last 
some  other  organ,  as  the  liver  or  lung,  becomes 
likewise  implicated  and  the  patient  dies  ;  yet 
this  may  not  be  until  after  many  years,  es- 

pecially in  these  fibro-sarcon  as. 
Thi^  is  quite  different  from  carcinomata.  as 

you  will  see,  and  for  the  reason  thai  the  lat  ter 
are  more  general  or  constitutional  in  their 
forms.  They  are  also  apparently  transmitted 
by  the  lymphatics,  while  sa~coru  ta  follow  the course  of  the  ve  ns,  and  are  consequently 
secondarily  found  most  frequently  in  the  lungs. 

A  fibro-sarcoma  is  also  more  likely  to  return 
in  loco,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  not  definitely 
limitfd  or  encapsulated,  and  portions  may, 
therefore,  remain  unremoved,  a  circumstance 
which  would  almost  certainly  assure  a  speedy 
reappearance. 

In  this  man's  case  I  endaavored  to  extir- 
pate everything  at  the  other  operation,  but 

it  has  ret  urned,  and  I  have  told  hi  .a  that  it 
may  do  so  again.  This  time,  however.  I  shall 
be  still  more  careful,  and  carry  my  incisions 
far  out  into  the  healthy  lissues.  1  shall  also 
remove  a  considerable  portion  of  the  integu- 

ment, and  if  the  wound  cannot  be  brought  to- 
gether will  allow  it  to  heal  by  granulation. 

The  growth  is  attached  to  the  deep  fascia, 
but  there  is  no  great  danger  in  the  operation, 
the  great  vessels  only  being  avoided  at  the 
inner  portion  of  the  incision. 
(The  large,  dense  masses  were  then  removed, 

and  the  wound  partially  closed.  Carholizea 
oil  was  used  as  a  dressing,  follow-  d  by  simple 
cerate,  and  later  by  m  g  zinc.  cxid.  with  an 
occasional  gentle  stimulant.  Under  this 
treatment  it  healed  rapidly. 
The  microscope  showed  the  tumor  to  be 
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composed  of  round  and  spindle-shaped  cells, 
the  latter  being  in  excess.  It  will  probably 
return. -De  F.  W.] 

Varicose  Veins. 

Here  is  a  man  who  is  suffering  from  a  di- 
lated condition  of  the  veins  of*  his  lower  ex- 

tremities. You  will  see  the  large,  tortuous 
dark  vessels  as  they  rise  up  ben  ath  the  skin 
at  all  points  from  the  knee  to  the  inner  ankle. 
They  are  branches  of  the  internal  saphena, 
which  is  a  vein  peculiarly  liable  to  this  mala- 

dy. It  ari&es  from  a  degeneration  of  the 
coats  of  the  vein,  rendering  them  uuable  to 
resist  the  strain  brought  to  bear  upon  them 
when  the  patient  continues  long  in  the  up- 

right position.  The  danger  from  tbi*  diffi- 
culty arises  iro  n  the  fact  that  the  dilated  cali- 

bre renders  the  valves  ineffective  to  support 
the  weight  of  th°  column  ot  blood,  and  stasis 
necessarily  occurs.  In  consequence  of  this, 
a  slow  form  of  inflammation  is  likely  to  re- 

sult in  ulceration  and  sloughing,  which  is  often 
exceedingly  difiicuk  to  cure,  in  fact,  these 
varicose,  ulcers  are  one  of  the  most  trouble- 

some surgical  maladies  with  which  you  will 
meet,  resisting  all  forms  of  treatment,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  the  cause  is  constantly  in 
operation,  and  nutrition  is  impaired. 

The  means  proposed  for  the  relief  of  these 
varicosities  are  various.  These  veins  are  so 
superficial  that  it  would  seem  a  simple  matter 
to  obliterate  their  calibre,  and  such  opera- 

tions are  frequently  done,  yet  after  a  con  si  d-  i 
erable  experience  with  them  in  various  forms  | 

I  am  compelled  to  say  that  I  cannot  recom- 
mend any.  They  are  to  a  certain  degree  un- 

safe, since  phlebitis  will  occasionally  follow 
their  use,  uo  matter  how  cart  fully  done,  and 
farther,  they  cannot  be  curative,  since  the 
same  disease  of  the  veins  must  remain,  and 
the  current  being  thrown  now  upon  the  deeper 
vessels,  will  produce  a  like  condition  in  their 
calibre,  which,  though  unseen,  is  yet  more 
detrimental  to  the  healthy  nutrition  of  the  tis- 
sues. 

At  times,  however,  the  operation  is  justifia- 
ble as  a  temporary  relief,  or  in  order  to  cure 

an  obstinate  ulcer.   The  object  is  to  produce 
obliteration,  and  this  may  be  done  by  form- 

ing a  slough  with  caustic-potash  or  Vienna 
paste,  or  by  a  division  either  directly  or  sub- 
cutaneously,  or  by  various  plans  of  ligature. 
I  would  recommend  either  the  plan  of  pass- 

ing pins  beneath  the  vein  at  several  points, 
and  throwing  around  them  a  figure  of  8 — suture, 
which  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
position  long  enough  to  ulcerate  through,  but 
simply  to  arouse  sufficient  iufiammation  to 
favor  adhesion  of  the  walls  ;  or  else  producing 
over  two  or  three  points  of  the  main  trunk  of 

!  the  vein,  an  eschar  with  Vienna  paste.  Any 
I  operatiou,  however,  is  seldom  advisable,  but 
!  I  shall  rather  direct  this  patient  to  procure 
I  an  elastic  web  stocking,  which,  by  equalizing 
j  pressure,  will  nicely  support  those  weakened 
vessels.  Such  support  might  be  given  tempora- 

rily by  a  bandage,  or  by  a  laced  stocking,  easily 
made  by  splitting  up  an  ordinary  stocking 
and  running  a  lace-string  through  eyelets  upon one  side. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Tr  atinent  of  Ozaeaa. 

Dr  Prosser  Jamks  says  on  this  subject: 
In  eyery  case  local  measures  sLould  be  re- 

sorted to,  and  in  the  great  majority,  constitu- 
tional remedies  are  indispensable.  The  first 

point  is  to  clear  away  the  discharges.  Until 
this  is  accomplished,  the  diagnosis  itself  can- 

not be  made.  ''What,"  said  the  author, 
"cau  the  most  skillful  use  of  the  rhinoscope 
show  on  a  surface  covered  with  discharger"' 
The  use  pf  the  nasal  douche  was  said  to  be 
then  the  first  measure.  This  will  probably 
have  to  be  continued  assiduously.  At  first 
common  salt,  chlorate  of  potash,  c.rbonate  of 
soda,  or  other  alkali,  should  be  used  in  the 
proportion  of  a  teaspoouful  to  a  pint  or  a 
quart  of  tepid  water.  Other  substances  had 
also  been  used  by  the  author,  and  amongst 

them  chloride  of  aluminum.  This  gave  fair 
results,  but  the  best  remedy  was  a  permanga- 

nate. The  comfort  this  gives  to  patients' is remarkable,  and  under  its  persistent  use,  the 
membrane  assumes  a  healthy  appearance.  It 
at  once  removes  the  fcetor  in  many  cases,  and 
this  is  all  in  all  to  the  patient.  A  weak  solu- 

tion may  be  employed  at  first,  gradually  in- 
creasing it  until  it  produces  a  little  smarting, 

for  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  this  sub- 
stance is  a  powerful  caustic,  one  of  the  best 

and  safest  we  can  employ.  Ulcerations  and 
erosions  may  be  touched  with  a  strong  solu- 

tion or  with  a  paste,  and  the  whole  membrane 
thoroughly  and  frequently  washed  with  a 
weak  solution  by  means  of  the  nasal  douche, 
the  atomiser,  and  camel-hair  brushes.  Mer- 

curial lotions  are  used  by  some,  but  are  not  so 
effectual  as  permanganates,  and  the  risk  of 
absorption,  after  the  recent  case  of  a  far  more 
justifiable  resort  to  the  mineral,  cannot  be 
overlooked.   Various  powders  by  iusuftUtion 
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are  sometimes  effectual,  though  this  mode  of 
medication  has  serious  drawbacks.  Inhala- 

tion of  vapors,  especially  that  of  iodine,  is 
often  of  great  value.  Of  course,  small  ab- 

scesses are  to  be  opened,  pieces  of  exfoliated 
bone  removed,  and  other  ordinary  indications 
carried  out.  With  regard  to  constitutional 
treatment,  scrofula  has  already  been  men- 

tioned. Ansemia  and  any  cachexia  may  be 
present,  and  if  so  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 

tance. Then  as  to  syphilis.  It  must  always 
"be  treated  through  the  system.  Some  would use  mercury  for  syphilitic  ozrena,  but  the 
author  does  not  employ  it.  Sir  B.  Brodie 
thought  it  hastened  the  separation  of  dead 
hone.  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  had  mentioned  to  the 
author  seme  cases  that  benefited  by  calomel 
baths.  The  author  would  rather  iodize  than 
salivate.  He  gave  iodide  of  potassium  in 
large,  doses.  The  dose  is  to  be  measured  by 
its  effect  on  the  disease,  and  the  ability  of  the 
patient  to  bear  it. 

Although  iodide  of  potassium  is  the  most 
common  form  of  administering  iodine,  one  ob- 

ject of  this  paper  was  to  bring  before  the  So- 
ciety the  value  of  other  preparations  of  the 

metalloid.  The  author  had  obtained  impor- 
tant results  in  syphilitic  diseases  of  the 

throat,  nose  and  mouth,  from  other  iodine 
salts.  It  is  clearly  not  the  potash  which  cures 
sylphilis,  and  feeling  this  he  gave  full  trial  to 
iodide  oi  sodium.  Soda  is  a  cor  stituent  of  the 
frame,  and  is  always  more  easily  assimilable 
than  potash.  The  sodiac  salt  -s  more 
pleasant  to  the  taste.  Weight  for  weight  it 
contains  more  iodine  than  the  pctassic  salt. 
It  can  frequently  be  taken  by  patients  who 
cannot  tolerate  the  more  commonly  used  salt. 
When  abroad,  the  author  learned  that  his  ex- 

perience was  corroborated  in  the  Vienna  hos- 
pitals. 

Iodide  of  calcium  was  also  pronounced  an 
excellent  preparation.  It  is  easily  borne  by 
the  system,  and  much  more  agreeable  to  take. 
It  may  in  fact  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  table 
salt.  It  is  rea  ly  desirable  that  the  profession 
should  recognize  that  ail  the  salts  of  iodine 
are  not  so  unpalatable  as  the  one  in  common 
use.  A  specimen  of  iodide  of  calcium  was  ex- 

hibited, which  had  been  prepared  for  the  au- 
thor by  his  accomplished  friend,  Mr.  Ticii- 

borne,  of  the  Dublin  Apothecaries'  Hall.  It 
was,  when  formed,  a  beautiful  crystalline  mass, 
but  had  been  broken  up.  The  iodides  of  so- 

dium and  calcium  were  introduced  to  the  So- 
cieiy,  because  though  often  used  abroad,  they 
had  not  been  employed  much  in  this  country, 
while  the  iodide  of  ammonium  since  being  in- 

troduced by  Dr.  Richardson  was  frequently 
used.  Idoform  was  also  mentioned  by  the 
author;  but  its  therapeutic  properties  seemed 
to  require  further  investigation. 

Treatment  of  Erysipelas. 

In  the  Deutsche  Kh'rrik,  No.  39,  is  a  paper from  the  pen  of  Professor  Estlander,  of 
Helsingfors,  upon  '-The  Subcutaneous  Injec- 

tion of  Morphia  in  Traumatic  Erysipelas. " 
He  states  that  he  employed  this  injection 
originallv  in  his  clinical  practice,  in  comb  na- 

tion with  the  so-called  abortive  treatment 
(chiefly  by  means  of  tinc  ure  of  iodine),  mainly 
with  the  view  of  relieving  the  heat,  tension, 
and  pain  of  tha  inflamed  skin.  It  was  soon 
found,  however,  that  the  morphia  must  have 
exerted  other  effects  also,  so  quickly  was  the 
course  of  the  disease  mitigated.  It  was,  there* 
fore,  used  in  a  series  of  cases  as  the  sole  local 
remedy,  and  the  conviction  became  estab- 

lished that  it  must  have  exerted  a  direct  in- 
fluence on  the  inflammatory  process,  dirain-* 

ishiug  its  intensity  and  arresting  its  progress. 
When  the  limits  between  the  inflamed  and 
healthy  portions  of  the  skin  are  not  very 
clearly  defined,  and  the  process  manifests  it- 

self in  the  form  of  large  red  spots  gradually 
approaching  each  other,  if  we  inject  near  the 
affected  parts  we  usually  find  next;  day  that 
the  erysipelas  has  not  extended  farther,  or 
has  done  so  only  to  an  insignificant  extent. 
In  cases  in  which  the  limits  of  the  reddened 
and  swollen  skin  are  well  marked,  if  we  make 
some  inject  ions  in  its  vicinity,  we  may  find 
that  the  inflammatory  process,  which  during 
the  preceding  twenty-four  hours  had  made 
considerable,  progress,  is  sometimes  at  once- 
arrested,  but  more  frequently  it  continues  in 
a  diminished  degree,  gradually  yielding  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  to  a  continuation  of  the 
treatment. 

In  the  worst  case*  of  erysipelas  ambulans, 
as  in  the  severe  epidemic  form,  or  where  a 
peculiar  disposition  of  the  individual  prevails, 
the  morphia  exerts  as  little  effect  as  any 
other  of  the  so-termed  abortive  remedies.  In 
estimating  how  far  th-  results  depend  upon 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  erysipelas  itself, 
and  how  much  they  are  ascribable  to  the 
injections,  Professor  Estla:nder  has  under- 

taken many  comparative  trials,  and  he 
could  relate  many  cases  in  which,  while 
a  rapid  improvement  followed  the  use  of 
morphia,  other  cases  treated  at  the  same 
time,  either  expectantly  or  by  means  of 
other  remedies,  were  much  slower  in  their 
progress.  Still,  he  is  too  well  aware  of  the 
capricious  character  of  erysipelas  to  venture 
to  deliver  any  categorical  judgment  upon  the 
subject.  But  a  five  years'  experience  has 
convinced  him  that  these  injections  consti- 

tute a  better  mode  of  treating  erysipelas  than 
many  other  means. 

For  the  injections,  two  grains  of  the  chlorate 
or  acetate  oi' morphia  are  dissolved  in  a  drachm 
of  water  ;  and  as  Luer's  syringe  holds  about  a 
quarter  of  a  drachm,  of  which  a  quarter  or  a 
half  is  injected,  it  follows  that  the  dose  varies 
from  one-eighth  to  one-quarter  of  a  grain.  As, 
so  far  from  the  erysipelas  ever  appearing  at 
the  small  puncture-wounds,  these  and  their 
immediate  vicinity  are  always  respected  by  it,> 
the  dose  may  be  distributed  over  different 
parts  of  the  healthy  skin,  at  a  distance  of  one 
or  two  inches  from  the  limits  of  the  inflamma* 
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tion.  Usually  the  injection  is  made  only  once 
in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

Professor  Estlauder  has  no  intention  of 
proposing  this  as  an  exclusive  method  of 
treating  erysipelas,  believing,  on  the  contrary, 
that  one  of  its  advantages  is  that  it  admits  of 
the  simultaneous  use  of  other  means.  He  has 
tried,  indeed,  all  the  various  other  remedies 
which  have  been  recommended,  and  regards 
the  tincture  of  iodine  as  the  best  of  these.  As 
soon  as  from  shivering  and  the  appearance  of 
the  wound  erysipelas  seems  threatening,  he 
administers  an  emetic,  a  means  which  he  be- 

lieves is  nowadays  too  much  neglected,  and 
one  which  he  believes  conduces  to  moderation 
of  the  disease.  The  morphia  is  next  injected, 
either  as  tne  sole  means  or  in  conjunction 
with  a  daily  painting  wi'h  iodine,  employing 
afterward  wadding  and  compression  by  a 
roller  were  praeticle.  Ipecacuanha  with  phos- 

phoric or  sulphuric  acid  may  afterward  be 
administered.  The  sesquicbloride  of  iron; 
once  regarded  as  a  specific,  is  of  no  real 
utility. 

Electricity  in  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

*  Dr.  George  M.  Beard  gives  the  following 
experience  wirh  electricity  in  cutaneous  affec- 

tions in  t  >e  American  Journal  of  Sypliilogra- 
phy  and  Dermatology . 

Eczema. 
This  disease  I  place  at  the  head  of  the  list, 

for  the  reason  that  I  have  found  rmre  rapid 
and  uniform  results  from  the  electrical  treat- 

ment in  this  than  in  any  other  disease*.  I 
have  treated  the  chronic  forms  in  different 
parts  of  the  bodv,  and  in  nearly  all  cases  thus 
tar  with  immediate  relief  of  the  disiressincf 
pain,  and  ultimate  cure  after  a  course  of  treat- 

ment. I  have  used  .for  this  affection,  almost 
exclusively,  the  galvanic  current,  with  the 
negative  pole  on  the  diseased  surface.  Pa- 

tients have  come  into  the  dispensary  declaring 
that  the  disiress  is  so  great  that  they  would  be 
glad  to  have  the  suffering  part  amputated,  and 
alter  an  application  of  from  five  to  fifteen 
minutes,  have  gone  out  entirely  relieved.  This 
relief  lasts  for  several  hours,  sometimes  for 
days,  and  the  pain  grows  less  and  less,  until 
the  cure  is  accomplished. 

Psoriasis, 
In  its  relation  to  electro-therapeutics,  may  be 
divided  into  three  classes  :  (1)  Those  which 
yield  completely  and  with  tolerable  rapidity. 
(2)  Those  who  are  benefited  only  up  to  a,  cer- 

tain point.  (3)  Those  which  receive  but  little, 
if  any,  bent  fit.  Judging  from  my  own  obser- 

vations, I  should  say  that  the  latter  class 
(those  who  do  not  yield  at  all)  are  in  the  mi- 

nority. Some  cases  progress  very  slowly,  and 
need  months  of  treatment.  The  negative  pole 
of  the  galvanic  current  seems  to  be  more  effi 
carious  in  this  disease  than  any  other  method. 
For  the  sake  of  economizing  time,  however,  I 
frequently  use  both  poles,  with  broad  elec- 

trodes.  In  one  case— a  patient  of  Dr.  Conk- 

ling,  of  Brooklyn — where  hemiplegia  was 
complicated  with  psoriasis,  I  was  unable  to 
treat  the.  psoriasis,  because  I  feared  that  the 
reflex  effect  of  a  galvanic  current  sufficiently 
strong  to  be  of  value  would  injure  the  sensi- 

tive brain. 
Pityriasis. 

My  observation  of  the  electrical  treatment 
of  this  disease  is  confined  to  two  or  three  cases. 
In  my  first  case,  to  which  I  have  before,  re- 

ferred, when  I  used  the  faradic  current  I  ac- 
compli bed  nothing. 

The  dry  hair  is  a  non-conductor,  of  electrici- 
ty, and  therefore,  in  treating  pityriasis  of  the 

scalp,  it  is  necessary  to  thoroughly  wet  the 
head  on  all  those  parts  where  it  is  desired  to 
make  the  applications.  1  have  now  under 
treatment  acase  of  pityriasis  that  has  certainly 
been  very  much  improved  by  a  course  of 
galvanic  treatment.  The  disease,  whicn  is  of 
several  years'  standing  and  resists  medicinal 
treatment,  affects  the  scalp,  and  appears  in 
patches  on  the  trunk.  In  her  case  I  have 
used  Garrat's  electric  disk,  directing  the 
patient  to  wear  it  by  turns  on  the  larger 
patches  on  the  abdomen.  The  disk  appears 
to  be  of  some  service.  It  is  the  only  cise  of 
disease  of1  he  skin  in  which  I  have  experi- 

mented with  it.  If  the  very  mild  current  af- 
forded by  the  electric  disk,  or  by  any  similar 

contrivance,  is  capable  of  any  therapeutical 
effect,  then,  surely,  this  effect  ought  to  be  ex- 

hibited in  diseases  of  the  skin. 
Prurigo. 

If  electricity  could  do  nothing  more  than 
relieve  the  itching  of  prurigo,  it  would  be  en- 

titled to  honorable  place  in  the  armamentarium 
of  the  dermatologist.  Dry  faradization  alone 
may  bring  relief  in  a  very  few  minutes,  and, 
when  perseveringly  used,  may  cure.  I  have 
seen  immediate  relief  follow  general  electri- 

zation used  in  the  ordinary  method  with  wet 

sponges. 
Lichsn. 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  treat  a  markfd 
case  of  lichen  ;  bui  there  is  every  probability 
that  electricity  would  accomplish  as  much  in 
this  affection  as  in  the  other  symptoms  of  the 
so-called  dartrous  diathesis. 

Ansesthes  a. 
For  the  curabie  cases  of  cutaneous  anre-the- 

sia,  fartdizatiou  is  a  specific,  if  anv  remedy  can 
be  said  to  be  a  specific  for  anything.  Even 
cases  that  depend  on  incurable  central  lesion 
may  improve  very  decidedly  under  treatment. 
In  cases  of  paralysis  of  motion  and  sensation, 
the  sensation  may  be  partially  or  completely 
restored  under  electrical  treatment,  even  when 
the  loss  of  motion  remains  unchanged. 

Anaesthesia  is  a  c  ndition  f<>r  which  the 
electric  brush  is  particularly  indicated.  Of  this 
condition  Dr.  Rockwell  and  m\  self  have  treated 
a  large  number  of  cases. 

Acne- If  I  were  to  judge  from  my  own  limited  ex- 
perience in  the  treatment  of  acne,  I  could  not 
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speak  very  encouraginglv.  1  fear  that  in  one 
or  two  cases  I  have  used  too  strong  currents. 
In  one  case  of  acn^  of  the  face  the  galvanic 
current  certainly  aggravated  the  disease. 

f*ararsitic  Diseases 
Of  the.  skin  yield  so  well  to  ordinary  treatment 
that  I  have  fe^  but  11  tie  tempted  to  experi- 

ment on  them  with  electricity. 
The  question  that  has  often  been  asked  me, 

wb'ether  parasites  on  the  skin  can  be  killed  by 
a  current,  that  the  patient  can  easily  bear,  I 
am  unable  to  answer. 

At  the  Deroilt  Disper  sary,  I  have  now  under 
treatment  a  ease  of  favus,  on  which  we  are 
trying  the  effects  of  galvanization.  The  ad- 

vantage of  electrical  treatment,  if  it  should  be 
proved  to  be  successful  in  a  reasonable  time, 
and  with  mild  currents,  would  be  that  it  would 
save  the  trouble  of  depilation. 

Intracranial  Disease. 

At  the  Clinical  Society  of  London,  Dr. 
Moxon  related  a  case  of  *•  tnt  acrauial 
Disease"  cured  by  iodide  of  potassium.  A 
young  man,  sec.  21,  was  admitted  into  Guy's 
Hospital/,  under  Dr.  Moxou's  care,  having been  ill  six  months.  The  illness  came  on 
with  severe  headache  :  in  about  three  months 
ptosis  and  ocular  paralysis  of  the  left  side 
commenced,  and  as  it  went  on  the  left  fifth 
nerve  also  became  involved,  and  the  right 
hand  grew  partially  numb.  When  admitted 
he  had  agonizing  pain  in  the  head.  The  left 
eye  was  intensely  red.  and  its  cornea  ulcer- 

ated ;  it  was  almost  immovable,  and  the  lid 
was  dropped.  He  could  not  feel  moderate 
touches  on  the  left  face,  nor  taste  salt  on  the 
1* ft  tongue,  nor  use  left  masticating  muscles. 
He  had  two  slight  seizures  of  a  doubtful  kind 
on  the  first  two  days  after  admission.  Iodide 
of  potassium  was  given  m  three-grain  doses 
thnce  daiiv,  and  the  dose  increased  to  a 
scruple.  He  gradually  got  better  of  all  his 
symptoms.  The  pain  left  him  very  soon  ;  the 
bthti- symptoms  more  gradually.  He  was  in 
attendance  at  the  Society's  rooms,  and  the 
Btate  of  his  left  face  and  eye  was  practically 
normal  a^rain.  The  points  to  which  attention 
was  directed  weie  chiefly  these.  That  this  is 
the  third  case  of  syphilitic  disease  about,  the 
sella  turcica  Dr.  Moxon  had  met  with.  This 
he  connected  with  the  growth  of  the  sphen- 

oidal sinuses  th-re,  bringing  in  illustration  the 
occurrence  of  exosto-es  very  frequently  about 
the  frontal  sinuses,  and  ot  exostoses  on  the 
long  bones  at  the  region  of  the  epiphysial 
cartilage;  all  these  facts  going  to  prove  that 
the  seats  of  late  development  are  unusually 
liahle  to  disease.  Dr.  Moxon  believed  that  it 
was  incumbent  on  every  one  who  had  a  case 
of  loca  intracranialdisea.se  come  und<  r  Ins 
care,  to  treat  it  at  once  with  iodide  of  potass- 

ium, without  waiting  to  make  out  us  nature. 
He  bad  not  seen  any  serious  ill* effects  from 
the  iodide  when  taken  to  the  exient  of  a 
drachm  in  the  day  for  long  periods.  Slight 

salivation,  a  red  rash,  and  catarrh  were  not 
common,  though  they  occasionally  occur  ;  and 
they  are  by  no  means  to  be  compared  with 
local  intracranial  disease  as  alternatives.  As 
to  absorption  of  the  testes,  he  had  never  seen 
it.  The  iodism  of  old  authors  was  probably 
referred  to  the.  poisoning  of  the  blood  by  the 
absorption  into  it  of  broken-down  matter  of 
goitres  during  their  cure. 

The  Histology  of  Fatty  Tissue. 
The  London  Medical  Journal  and  Gazette 

says:  Fatty  Tissue  has  been  the  subje,ct  of 
an  elaborate  memoir  by  Flemmiso,  in  which 
its  formation,  its  relation  to  connective  ti->sue, 
and  Its  retrogression  into  the  latter  are  dis- 

cussed. His  observations  were  made  on  em- 
bryos and  newly  born  animals  (guinea-pigs 

and  puppies),  and  also  on  animals  artificially 
fattened,  in  order  to  make  sure  that  the  fatty 
tissue  should  be  in  the  condition  of  increase  ; 
also  on  animals  in  a  state  of  progressive  ema- 

ciation. He  is  in  agreement  with  most  of  the 
physiological  and  pathological  observers  on 
the  point  That  fatty  tissue  is  nothing  but  a 
modified  connective  tissue.  Flemming  finds 
that  the  development  of  fat  is  always  depend- 

ent on  the  vessels.  The  first  deposit  of  fat 
takes  place  in  the  tunica  adventitia  of  the 
blood  vessels,  so  that  adipose  tissue  might  in 
fact  be  called  a  loosely  spread  adventitious 
coat  of  the  vessels.  Moreover,  the  fat  does 
not  accumulate  round  newly  formed  out- 

growths of  vessels,  but  rather  round  those 
which  are  completely  formed  and  compara- 

tively thick.  The  production  of  fat  takes 
place  only  in  isolated  foci  round  certain  ves- 

sels of  the  fatty  lobule,  while  other  quite  simi- 
lar vessels  show  nothing  of  the  kind. 

The  fat  noes  not  appear  at  first,  as  observed 
by  Czajewiez,  in  the  periphery  of  the  lobules, 
nor  is  it  contained,  as  has  been  asserted  by 
other  observei s,  in  special  ?mal'er  cells.  A 
certain  quantity  is  accumulated  in  the  walls 
of  the  larger  conpleted  fat-cells,  and  a  small 
number  of  fatty  molecules  are  seen  free,  per- 

haps in  conque.nce  ot  the  mode  of  prepara- 
tion ;  but  most  is  seen  in  whst  are  believed  to 

be  fixed  connective-tissue  cells  Migratory 
cells  are  seen  in  great  abundance,  but  are  not 
different  from  the  whre  corpusi  k-iS  of  the 
blood,  and  do  not  contain  fat.  The  genuine 
young  fat-cells  have  no  membrane,  and  look 
at  first  sight  like  a  heap  of  fatty  molecules, 
varying  in  size  ;  tbey  are  anguiar,  or  spindle- 
shaped,  or  polygonal,  and  only  when  they  con- 

tain several  larger  drops  of  fat  are  they  round. 
The  smallest  of  them  hardly  exceed  in  size 
the  normal  fixed  connective-tissue  corpuscles. 

In  his  observations  on  the  wasting  or  ab* 
sorption  of  fat,  Flemmiug  comes  to  the  con- 

clusion that  fat-cells  become  ultimately  con. 
verted  not  into  a  ''serous  fat-cell,"  as  has 
been  said,  but  simply  into  the  ordinary  flat- 

tened connective-tissue  cell ;  in  fact,  that  the 
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process  is  entirely  converse  of  that  seen  in 
thp  production  of  fat. 

His  central  results  are,  that  fat-cell*  are 
formed  out  of  the  ordinary  fixed  elements  of 

connective-tissu-%  and  can"  bv  the  loss  of  their fat,  return  to  the  condition  of  such  connect- 
ive-tissue cells  again,  and  that  there  is  no 

special  preliminary  tissue,  and  that  the  name 
ot  adipose  or  fatty  tissue  is  accordingly  super- 

fluous. The  "  mucous  tissue  "  of  Virehow 
has  no  special  relation  to  fat ;  it  has  merely 
the  characters  of  all  embryonic  connective-tis- 
sue 
^  The  passage  of  fat  into  the  fixed  connective- 

tissue  cells  i*  not  to  he  explained  by  its  trans- 
mission through  plasmatic  channels  communi- 
cating with  connective-tissue  corpuscles. 

The  existence  of  these  channels  Flemming 
does  not  admit;  but  he  propos  s  the  hypo- 

thesis that  fat  circulates  in,  and  passes  out 
from,  the  vessels  in  a  liquid  form,  and  tben, 
being  absorbed  by  the  connective-tissue  cells, 
is  precipitated  in  their  substance. 
The  remarkable  localization  of  the  produc- 

tion of  fat  ,  he  thinks,  depends  upon  the  dila- 
tation of  the  vessels  at  particular  points,  and 

he  s<-es  another  evidence  of  this  dilatation  in 
the  large  number  of  migratory  (ex  ravasated) 
cells  at  these  points. 

The  Treatment  of  Headache. 
In  the  Reported  for  February  3  we  quoted 

Dr.  Wilted  views  on  headache.  We  now  give 
those  of  Dr.  Bradnack  in  t  he  BuffaU  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal  When  the  predisposition 
is  Strongly  marked,  it  is  hardly  an  exaggera- 

tion to  say  that  al  most  any  thing  may  act  as 
an  exciting  cause  of  these  headaches.  The 
excumg  causes  are,  to  use  a  popular  expres- 

sion, almost  too  numerous  to  mention. 
Prominent  among  them,  however,  in  rav  ex- 

istence are  the  following  :  Mental  emotions  • 
excessive  brain  work;  ingestion  of  improper 
food,  or,  of  too  large  a  quantity  of  proper 
food;  cold;  heat;  constipation  (especially  a 
loaded  condition  of  the  rectum):  abuse  of 
stimulants,  as  alcohol  and  tobacco  ;  the  im- 

proper use  of  opium  ;  and  so  on.  In  the 
female  they  may  be  amenorrhre,  dysmenor- 

rhea, uterine  or  ovaran  irrigation  ;  uterine 
fiis placements,  especially  retroflexion  or  re- 

troversion of  the  uterus,  by  reason  of  their 
pressure  on  the  rectum,  thereby  causing  ob- 

stipation, or  inducing  constipation  of  the 
bowels. 

1  have  observed,  that  in  every  case  of  peri- 
odical headache  I  have  treated,  or  with  the 

history  of  which  I  have  become  acquainted, 
whbj'Ut  one  exception,  constipation,  often 
chronic,  prevailed,  which  leads  me  to  remark, 
that  in  some  unexplained  manner  the  pies- 
sure  exerted  upon  the  rectal  nerves  by  a  fecal 
cylinder,  appears  invariably  to  aggravate 
these  headaches,  and  doubtless  frequently 
acts  as  a  causative  influence. 

Inasmuch  as  one  of  the  specific  eff  cts  of 
alcohol  is  to  induce  cerebral  congestion,  it  is 

manifest  that  an  excessive  use  of  this  article 
m"8t,  of  necessitv  lend  to  excite  ib*  *>uvction 
in  question.  That  it  does  so  ex«iteit,  is,  I 
believe,  provab'e  bv  Irrefragable  evidence. 
This  remark  will,  of  course,  apply  with  in- 

creased force  to  thp  use  of  opium.  Tba,  the 
phenomena  of  cerebral  congestion  and  anosmia 
are  regulated  by  the  vaso-motor  nerves  re- 

cent histological  researches  appear  to  have 
demonstrated.  If  this  be  really  so.  we  have 
here  a  key  to  many  mvsteries  ;  for.  if  it  be,  as 
it  undoubtedly  i*,  a  f^ct  that  certain  drmjs 
have  the  power  to  affect  these  nerves,  and 
thereby  either  to  dilate  or  construe  the 
arteries  to  which  they  are  distributed,  we  find 
out  selves  forni  bed  with  indications  of  the 
hishest  importance  as  to  treatment,  if  not; 
with  a  perfect  tberaneutical  kev. 

But  after  we  have  enumerated  all  the  known 
exciting  causes  of  this  disease,  we  shall  often 
find  ourselves  quite  in  the  dark,  both  as  tMhe 
pathology  and  treatment,  if  we  fail  to  allow* 
for,  in  at  least  manv  instances,  an  occult,  «w6- 
ile  and  inexplicob'e  constitutional  tendency  to this  malady,  which  can  no  more  be  explained 
or  accounted  for,  than  can  the  phenomenon 
of  menstruation,  or  the  existence  of  individual 
idiosyncrasies.  Time  spent  in  au  endeavor  to 
discover  and  elucidate  the  nature  of  this  ten- 

dency, would  probably  prove  to  be  a5*  effectu- 
ally wrasted,  as  if  spent  in  the  mathematical 

endeavor  to  trisect  an  angle.  It  is  sufficient 
for  practical  purposes  to  take  this  tendency 
into  account,  and  to  allow  for  it. 

Having,  I  trust,  as  hearty  a  disbelief  in,  and 
dislike  of, most  so-called  specific  plans  of  treat- 

ment (believing  it  to  be  usually  quite  impos- 
sible to  lay  down  any  specific  or  invariable 

treatment  for  disease),  I  nevertheless  venture 
the  statement  that,  for  periodical  congestive 
cephalalgia  we  may  employ  a  method  of  treat- 

ment, which,  if  not  specific,  aproximates  so 
nearly  to  a  specific  character,  as  to,  in  many 
instances,  honestly  d  serve  the  appellation. 
I  am  aware  this  is  a  strong  statement,  but  X 
am.  (I  trust  not  unreasonably)  so  confident  of 
its  truth,  as  to  be  anxious  to  subject  it  to  the 
experimentum  crucis  of  actual  tes%  in  the  faith 
that  when  weighed  in  scientific  balances  it 
will  nor,  be  found  wanting. 
The  treatment  of  this  malady  divides  itself 

naturally  into  to  parts  :  first,  that  proper  dur- 
ing the  attack;  second,  that  appropriate  in 

the  internal.  I  believe  we  possess  remedies 
capable,  in  most  instances,  of  entirely,  or 
nearlv  entirely,  allaying  the  pain  during  the 
attack;  and  others  administered  during  the 
intervals  of  effecting  in  a  few  months  a  per- 

manent cure.  To  say  that  I  have  wholly 
originated  this  method  would  be  to  make  a 
strong  claim;  but,  that  it  has  never  in  this 
disease  been  systematically  employed  before, 
I  am  certain. 

In  the  proposed  treatment  of  this  disease, 
we,  of  course,  adhere  to  general  principles. 
If  there  exist  complications,  whether  or  no 
they  assumed  to  act  as  exciting  causes,  they 



142 Periscope. 

[Vol.  xxvi. 
should  be  removed,  or,  so  far  as  possible,  pali- 
ated  Jf  1  here  be  constipation,  the  usual 
treatment  for  constipation  is  indicated.  If 
examination  reveals  the  existence  of  a  ute- 

rine disp  acement,  it  should  be  remedied.  If 
tobaccos  are  used  in  excess,  they  must  be  eith 
er  discontinued  or  used  in  moderation.  Sup- 

pose the  treatment  10  be  commenced  the  day 
after  an  attack  of  heaohache.  Assuming  the 
non-exislence  of  any  important  physical  lesion 
I  find  it  advantageous,  provided  there  are  no 
contraindications,  to  b^gin  bv  the  adtninist ra- 

tion at  night  of  one  or  two  of  the  following  pills 
which,  during  the  entire  course  of  treatment 
(say  six  months),  may  be  given  once  iu  three 
weeks : 

J&.    Mass  hvd., 
Ext.  co'oc.  com., 
Pulv.  aloes  soc,  aa. 
Pul v.  ipecac,  gr.yj  M. 

Ft. — pil.,  no.  x\j. 
This  pill  to  be  followed  in  the  morning  by 

one  drachm  of  sulphate  of  magnesia. 
As  a  permanent,  medicine.  L  then  prescribe 

three  drops  of  liq  mr  potassse  arseuitis,  to 
be  taken  in  one  dsachm  of  water  after  each 
meal,  for  certainly  three,  and  usuaily  six 
months,  its  use  being  suspended  one  day  every 
three  weeks  when  the  above  pill  is  taken. 

Jf  the  patient  be  delicate,  and  complains 
much  of  coldness  of  the  extremities  during  the 
attacks,  and  frequent  chilliness  during  the  in- 

tervals, the  following  prescription  is  substi- 
tuted for  the  liquor  potassse  arsenitis  : 
}£.    Liq.  arseuicalis  hydrochlor.,  gss. 

Quin:a3  disulphat..  gr.xij. 
Liq.  tet  ri  percluorid,  £ij.  M. 

Aqute.     *  f.gvj. S. — CXie  tablespoonful  in  a  wine  gl  i&sful  of 
water,  twiee  a  daw,  after  meals. 

When  an  attack  of  headache  begins  I  adopt 
the  following  plan,  wi  h  minor  modifications 
according  to  existing  circumstances  and  com- 

plications.   I  direct  the  patieut  to  sit  in  an 
easy  chair  (avoiding  an  incumbent  position,  as 
tending  to  cerebral  congestion  by  means  of 
gravitation),  and  to  place  his  or  her  feet  in  a 
a  hot  bath  of  mustaidizad  water,  the  hands 
also  iu  a  similar  hot  bath,  minus  the  mustard  ; 
and  if  it  can  be  tolerated  (though  females  fre- 

quently cannot  tolerate  i>)  a  bag  of  pounded 
ice  to  be  placed  upon  the  head,  covering  as 
much  as  possible  of  the  occipital  region,  and 
therebv  bringing  a  decougestive  influence  to 
bear  upou  the  cerebellum  and  the  medulla 
oblongata.   These  accessory  measures  to  be 
followed  by  a  dose  of  the  following  medicine  : 

r'otassii  bromii.,  gv]. 
Amnion,  bromid.,  ^ij. 
IV ass  i  iodidi,  gr.vj.  M. 
Inlus  columbre,  f.Sjix. 

IS. — One  dessert  spoonful  in  au  ounce  of water. 

One  or  two  doses  of  this  prescription  will 
usually  suffice  either  to  very  greatly  palliate 
or  else  entirely  relieve  the  most  distressing 
and  agonizing  headache,  provided  only  it  be- 

longs to  the  class  under  consideration.  But, 

to  produce  its  best  effects,  this  remedy  should 
be  administered  as  early  as  possible  after  the 
come.ncement  of  ih  i  attack.  In  some  cases 
patients  experience  prodromic  symtoms. 
When  these  occur,  the  threatened  attack  may 
often  be  rendered  abortive  by  the  timely  ad- 

ministration of  the  medicine. 

Ths  Treatment  of  Hspatic  Dropsy. 
Dr.  W.  R.  Basham,  M.D.,  writes  to  the 

Practitioner :  There  is  no  form  of  dropsy  m  re 
amenable  to  treatment  at  its  first  occurrence,, 
or  in  its  early  stage,  than  hepatic  dropsy, 
arising  from  engorgement  of  the  liver,  or  even 
hypertrophy  of  that  or^an  caused  by  the  abuse 
of  alcoholic  drinks.  Ir.  is  a  disease  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  our  wards,  and  consequently  re- 

peated opnortunities  are  afforded  of  measur- 
ing the  influence  of  remedies  and  laying  do  wn 

some  general  principles  of  treatment.  The 
efficacy  of  treatment  is  proportioned  to  the 
sta^re  or  period  in  which  it  is  commenced,  as 
well  as  to  the  absence  of  any  complication  in 
heart  or  lungs. 

If  the  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  oelly  be 
of  some  month's  duration  ;  if  the  anasarca  of 
the  lower  extremities  be  on  the  increase  ;  if 
the  abdominal  surface  be  tense  and  shining  ; 
if  the  marking  of  the  wall  by  the  inosculation 
of  the  superficial  branches  of  the  external 
epigastric  veins  with  the  external  mammary 
veins  be  weM  marked  ;  if  the  urine  be  scanty, 
loaded  with  litbates  stained  deeply  with  pur- 
purine  ;  and  lastly,  if  the  urine  be,  however 
slight  y,  albuminous,  remedies  are  of  uo  avail ; 
the  disease  (cirrhosis)  has  reached  its  last 
stage,  and  no  arrest  in  its  progress  can  be  ex- 

pected. If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  dropsical 
state  be  recent ;  if  the  distension  of  the  ab- 

dominal walls  be  moderate:  if  the  anasarca 
of  the  lower  extremities  be  trifling  ;  if  there 
he  no  evidence  of  enlargement  of  the  super- 

ficial abdominal  veins,  aud  the  unue  be  free 
from  albumen— then  the  prospect  of  relief  by 
appropriate  remedies  is  encouraging,  and 
often  leads  to  an  apparent  cure  of  the  engorg- 

ed or  hypertrophic  state  of  the  liver  "The terra  apparent  is  designedly  employed  because 
the  rec  rd  of  mauy  cases,  in  which  the  disap- 

pearance of  the  ascites,  the  restoration  of  he 
digestive  functions,  and  the  nu  ritive  pro- 

cesses generally,  sanctioned  the  r  suit  as  one 
of  present  cure  ;  yet  probably  from  the  return 
of  the  patient  to  the  viscious  habits  which 
originated  the  disease,  in  a  year  or  more  the 
ascites  relumed,  followed  by  evidence  of  a 
contracting  or  cirrhosed  liver,  and  conse- 

quently a  state  of  disorganization  of  structure 
hopelessly  beyond  ail  prospect  of  mitigation  or 
relief. 

The  ordinary  history  of  these  cases  of  hepa- 
tic dropsy  consists  of  an  ante  cedent  period  of 

gastric  disturbance,  characterized  chiefly  by 
defective  appetite,,  occasional  retching  ami 
some  degree  of  epigastric  tenderness  on  pres- 

sure.  The  most  common  symptom  in  refer- 
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ence  to  the  stomach  is  morning  retching  or 
even  vomiting;  on  first  rising  a  hacking,  irri- 

table kind  of  cou^h,  without  any  expectora- 
tion, is  followed  by  an  effort  of  retching,  with 

probably  a  copious  expulsion  from  the  stom- 
ach of  a  white  frothy  mucus;  this  represents 

a  form  of  what  may  be  appropriately  termed 
gastric  catarrh.  In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
a  hundred  the  remedy  to  which  the  patient 
resorts,  while  it  uiomentaril}'  relieves  the  irri- 

table stomach,  perpetuates  the  original  mis- 
chief, augments  the  vascular  congestion  of  the 

gastric  glands  and  mucous  membrane,  and 
leads  still  further  to  disorder  in  the  hepatic  cir- 

culation. The  remedy  thus  all  but  universally 
selected  by  the  patient  or  his  friends  is  a  stimu- 

lant iu  vsome  'orm  or  other — rum  and  milk,gm 
and  milk,  gin  and  bitters,  and  a  host  <  f  similar 
concoction^  familiar  to  the  host  and  hostess 
of  every  public  house,  and  known  to  them  to 
be  in  popular  demand  iu  the  early  hours  of 
the  day.  This  state  of  gastric  catarrh,  tempo- 

rarily relieved  by  these  drams,  is  but  too  often 
accompanied  by  an  almost  total  inappetency 
and  even  distaste  for  solid  food.  Patients 

'will  often  declare  they  have  not  eaten  two ounces  of  solid  food  at  any  single  meal  for 
months.  Drink  is  their  only  food.  Flatulent 
dt-tension  of  the  bowels,  sluggish  action,  and 
scanty  high-colored  urine,  continuing  for  some 
time,  will  mask  the  commencement  of  the 
presence  of  fluid  in  the  belly  ;  sometimes  the 
patient  complains  of  a  heavy  dragging  weight 
in  the  right  hypochondrium,  particularly  if  ae 
reclines  on  the  left  side. 
Most  of  these  symptoms  pass  by  unre- 

garded ;  they  are  not  urgent  enough  to  cause 
a  cessation  from  work — and  probably  it  is  not 
until  an  increasing  size  in  the  abdominal  girth, 
marked  by  the  necessity  of  letting  out  the 
waistband,  or  stays,  according  to  sex,  that 
the  patient  seeks  medical  advice,  and  the  real 
state  of  things  becomes  at  once  revealed.  It 
is  at  this  juncture,  this  early  stage,  that  the 
greatest  benefit  is  derived  from  active  treat- 

ment. The  use  of  all  stimulant-  must  at  once 
be  discontinued.  The  stomach  should  have 
absolute  rest  for  a  day  or  more ;  a  b.ister  to 
the  epigastrium,  kept  open  for  a  few  days, 
tends  materially  to  lessen  the  irritability  of 
this  viscus.  The  medicinal  agents  of  more 
service  at  this  stage  are  brisk  mercurial  pur- 

gatives That  valuable,  though  now  too 
much  neglected,  preparation  of  calomel  should 
be  selected.  Five  or  even  ten  grains,  with 
halt  a  scruple  of  the  bicarbonate  of  soda  and 
a  little  powdered  giuger,  should  be  given  over 
ni^ht,  about  twice  a  week,  ana  a  warm 
aloetic  purgative  in  the  following  morning. 

If  the  bowels  require  still  stronger  purga- 
tives, the  calomel  may  be  given  in  combina- 

tion with  jalap,  or  colocynth,  to  be  followed 
by  some  saline  mixture  in  the  morning.  Half 
a  grain  of  podophyllin  with  colocynth  is  also 

;  most  efficacious  as  a  purgative.  Two  or  three 
days'  treatment  on  this  plan  will  bring  the 
digestive  function  to  some  degree  of  activity, 

and  the  patient  will  often  say  he  feels  an  ap* 
petite  and  desire  for  food  sui-h  as  he  has  not 
known  for  a  very  long  time.  Great  caution  is 
needed  in  these  casrs  to  regulate  the  diet.  In 
hospital  practice  this  is  not  difficult,  but  in 
private  life  many  circumstances  combine  to 
render  strict  attention  to  dietetic  rule  a 
troublesome  matter.  The  all  but  iuuate  be- 

lief amongst  this  class  of  patients  in  the  harm- 
lessness  of  the  stimulauts  ihey  take,  and  of 
their  efficiency  as  remedies  for  almost  every 
ailment,  renders  abstinence  Irom  them  almost 
impossible,  un  ess  the  patient  be  under  the 
wholesome  restraint  of  hospital  treatment. 

Indications  for  tha  Employment  of  the  Cathe- 
ter in  Old  .People. 

M.  GuYON,in  one  of  his  clinical  conferences 
atthellopital  Necker,  lately  remarked  that 
retention  of  the  urine  is  very  common  in  old 
men.  depending  generally  on  affections  <>r  the 
bladder,  or  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  of 
the  prostate.  Many  eases  of  supposed  vesical 
paralysis  are  iu  reality  due  to  prostatic  di- 

sease. Retention  of  urine  in  old  people  dis- 
plays itself  by  symptoms  that  are  eminently 

variable.  Sometimes  these  symptom-  are 
strongly  marked;  the  patients  require  to  mic- 

turate frequently,  and  in  doing  so  experience 
pain  and  burning  beat  which  lasts  lor  a  long 
time  ;  there  may  even  be  constitutional  and 
febrile  symptoms.  In  other  instances,  again, 
the  symptoms  are  by  no  means  prominent, 
especially  iu  those  cases  where  the  bladder  is 
but  little  contractile ;  the  retention  is  then 
only  indicated  by  percussion,  palpauou,  and 
catheterism,  the  latter  alone  in  many  cases 
being  reliable  evidence  of  its  presence.  But 
this  indication  that  catheterism  should  oe 
adopted  as  an  exploratory  means  is  somewhat 
delicate,  for  the  operation  is  not  always  inof- 

fensive, and  the  patient  suffering  but  little 
subsequent  troubles  may  be  attriouted  by  the 
patient  or  by  h  s  friends  to  the  injudicious  ia- terfetence  of  the  surgeon.  If,  however,  the 
symptoms  be  well  marked,  then  there  is  no 
room  for  hesitation,  aud  M.  Guyon  even  goes 
so  far  as  to  say  that  the  catneter  should  be 
passed  in  the  case  of  every  old  man  who  evac- 

uates the  contents  of  his  bladder  imperfectly. 
He  thinks  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  it 
should  enter  the  organ  on  the  first  occasion, 
since,  if  only  introduced  as  far  as  the  neck,  it 
habituates  the  tissues  to  the  contact  of  instru- 

ments, and  indicates,  in  part  at  least,  the  seat 
of  the  disease.  Stoppage  of  the  tlow  of  wa- 

ter is  always  a  serious  symptom  in  old  people, 
and  the  best  advice  that  can  be  ̂ iven  to  thetn 
is  to  be  sounded  either  with  a  simple  sound 
or  with  a  catheter,  au^  that  frequently.  In- 

deed, if  relief  be  not  speedily  afforded  to  such 
patients,  dangerous  symptoms  soon  make 
their  appearance  in  the  form  of  rigors,  puru- 

lent urine,  and  violent  reaction. 
Purely  medical  treatment  i3  of  no  service 

in  such  cases,  and  he  gives  an  instance  in 
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point  In  1869,  in  the  month  cf  September, 
M.  Guyon  had  in  his  wards  a  man  set.  48, 
who,  after  having  been  treated  by  ordinary 
remedies  and  by  rest,  left  the  hospital,  but 
returned  in  January,  1870.  He  was  now  suf- 

fering from  orchitis  and  distinct  enlargement 
of  the  prostrate  ;  he  passed  water  frequently  ; 
the  urine  was  ttsiek,  but  was  voided  in  suffi- 

cient quantities  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  the 
bladder  was  thoroughly  emptied-  On  the  1st 
February  there  was  some  fever  present,  and 
on  the  catheter  being  introduced  about  four 
ounces  of  urine  were  drawn  off,  and  on  a  sec- 

ond occasiou  about  six  ounces.  He  was 
sounded  four  times,  and  was  then  told  to 
sound  himself.  No  other  treatment  was 
adopted.  Oq  the  7th  the  urine  was  clear 
yellow, and  on  the  15th  he  was  able  to  remain 
live  hours  without  urinating.  Catheterism 
practiced  in  his  case  twice  a  day  caused  no 
return  of  the  epididymitis.  In  another  case, 
occurring  in  a  dyspeptic  subject,  all  the  sym- 

ptoms of  cystitis  were  present.  For  a  long 
time  M.  Guyon  hesitated  to  sound  him,  and 
for  two  months  he  was  treated  medicinally 
without  effect.  At  length  he  was  catheterized, 
and  the  urine  drawn  off.  The  symptoms  im- 

mediately diminished  in  intensity,  and  from 
this  moment  the  urine,  which  had  up  to  that 
time  been  troubled  and  imperfectly  discharged, 
become  limpid  and  even  entirely  evacuated. 
A  third  patient  passed  blood,  and  was  obliged 
to  remain  in  the  recumbent  position.  After 
careful  exploration  M.  Guyon  recognized  the 
existence  of  retention  of  urine,  and  passed  a 
catheter.  From  this  time  all  the  symptoms 
of  stone  of  which  the  patient  complained  dis- 

appeared. Thus  not  only  stoppage  of  the 
flow  of  water  occasions  grave  accidents,  but 
it  stimulates  other  diseases ;  it  causes  altera- 

tions of  the  walls  of  the  bladder,  and  pro- 
vokes cystitis.  When  the  bladder  is  greatly 

distended,  however,  it  is  imprudent  to  evacu- 
ate it  completely.  The  frequency  with  which 

catheterism  should  be  repeated  is  an  impor- 
tant question.  No  absolute  rule  can  be  laid 

down,  but  it  may  be  performed  every  five 
hours  ;  but  commonly  the  instrument  should 
only  be  jmssed  when  there  is  intense  desire  to 
urinate.  If,  however,  he  experience  but  lit- 

tle or  no  inconvenience,  it  should  be  passed 
at  regular  intervals.  As  a  rule,  the  perma- 

nent retention  of  the  catheter  in  the  bladder 
is  to  be  avoided,  except  perhaps  in  cases  when 
the  desire  to  pass  water  is  very  intense  and 
frequent,  or  when  the  introduction  of  the 
catheter  is  very  difficult.  M.  Guyon  cites  a 
isf.se  where  it  was  worn  for  two  years.  It 
should  in  general  be  fixed  in  position  till  the 
bladder  is  habituated  to  catheterism.  As  ad- 

juvants to  the  above  treatment,  injections 
may  be  employed,  which  may  be  hot  or  cold, 
or  medicamented  as  occasion  may  require. 

Treatment  of  Corneal  Abscess. 

The  transaction  of  the  American  Ophthalmo- 

logical  Society  contain  the  following  notice  of 
Prof.  Aklt's  treatment  of  this  complaint : 

He  says  :  when  we  have  an  abscess  we  must 
treat  the  patient  as  if  already  suffering  from 
iritis,  since  this,  if  not  already  present,  may 
occur  any  minute.  The  eyes  are  to  be  protected 
from  strong  light  and  accommodative  efforts, 
and  the  ins  kept  un^er  atropine. 

As  with  the  open  corneal  ulcer,  so  also  with 
the  closed  (an  abscess),  we  must  decide 
whether  pus  formation  exists  and  continues 
with  symptoms  of  irritation,  as  ciliary  injec- 

tion, tears,  photophobia,  and  pain  ;  wbettier, 
when  these  cease,  the  pus-formation  stops;  or 
whether  the  eye  is  in,  so  to  speak,  a  torpid 
condition,  with  increasing  purulent  formation. 
In  the  first  case  everything  irritating  is  to  be 
kept  away,  and  we  must  use  local  bleeding, 
narcotic  inunctions  on  brow  and  temple,  and 
morphine  injections,  cooling  cathartics,  etc., 
without,  however,  reducing  the  strength  too 
much.  Simple  opening  of  the  abscess  or  of 
the  anterior  chamber  in  addition  will  be  in- 

dicated or  demanded  on  the  yellow  color  of 
pus  showing  its  collecting  in  the  anterior 
chamber,  the  cornea,  or  both.  He  perfectly 
agrees  with  Weber's  advice,  to  make  the 
opening  with  an  iridectomy-knife  below  the 
abscess,  thrusting  up  and  backward,  making 
the  cut  2i7//  to  3"'.  He  avoids  turning  the 
knife,  in  coming  out,  to  prevent  too  rapid 
evacuation  of  aqueous,  and  uses  a  Daviel's 
spoon  to  gradually  open  the  wound,  and  has 
fine  forceps  ready  to  remove  lumps  of  pus 
sticking  in  the  cut.  He  does  not  cousider  the 
perfect  evacuation  of  the  abscess  or  chamber 
absolutely  necessary,  since  quite  sizable  re- 

mains of  pus  may  be  absorbed  or  extruded 
within  twenty-four  hours.  He  warns  against 
injections,  formerly  advised.  If  merely  the 
abscess  is  to  be  opened,  he  uses  the  cataract 
knile,  passing  it  through  the  under  part  of  the 
anterior  wall,  making,  not  a  cataract  flap-like 
cut,  but  rather  a  linear  or  curved  section.  Iu 
regard  to  Samisch's  proposed  plan  of  open- 

ing corneal  ulcers.  Arlt  will  not  at  present 
decide.  When  there  are  only  small  deposits 
along  the  edge  to  be  released,  hf>  makes  a 
1-2'"  long  opening  on  either  side.  (Some- 

times a  radical  cut  into  the  cycle-shaped  de- 
posit allows  the  pus  to  escape,  or  two  or  three 

such  cuts  may  be  made.  He  uses  a  compres- 
sive bandage  tighter  at  first,  covering  also  the 

other  eye  from  light,  and  keeping  the  patient, 
if  possible,  a  few  hours  in  bed.  On  reappear- 

ance of  pus  in  twenty-four  hours,  he  uses  a 
Daviel's  spoon  to  open  the  wound  only  when 
the  abscess  progresses  or  severe  pain  returns. 
When  a  necessity  for  evacuation  of  the  pus 
shows  itself  by  the  third  day,  or  later,  he  again 
punctures  in  the  same  or  a  neighboring  place. 
Although  the  continued  pressing  open  of  the 
wound  was  recommended  by  Himly  in  1843. 
yet  Arlt  does  not  greatly  favor  it,  since  he 
found  no  good  result  after  doing  it  two  or  three 
times. 

He  has  had  good  results  from  opening  the 
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abscess,  or  the  chamber  alone,  although,  in 
spite  of  this,  a  goodly  number  of  eyes  have 
been  lost  after  repeated  puncture,  where  this 
result  was  quite  unexpected.  The  patients 
were,  however,  all  in  poor  condition,  or  affect- 

ed with  lachrymal  blennorrhea.  H»  always 
elits  up  the  lower  canaliculus  and  evacuates 
the  pus  in  these  last  named  cases.  The  ex- 

cessive pain  accompanying  these  abscesses  is 
best  relieved  by  opening  the  chamber,  and 
warm  moist  applications.  When  pus  in  the 
chamber  reaches  the  pupil,  puncture  is  indi- 

cated to  prevent  iri tic  attachments  and  pupil- 
lary membranes,  even  when  the  condition  of 

the  cornea  or  pain  does  not  seem  to  require  it. 
Iridectomy  he  does  not  so  much  favor  from 

experience,  perhaps,  as  he  says,  because  he 
has  regarded  it  as  the  vliimum  refugium  It  is 
not  so  readily  done,  since  the  ins  may  be 
quite  soft. 

If,  now,  we  have  the  pus  in  the  cornea 
quiescent  or  progressing  peripherically,  while 
the  eye  presents  no  conditions  of  irritation, 
then  opening  the  abscess  or  the  chamber,  or 
both,  are  to  be  thought  of ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  we  must  decide  whether  this  torpor  is 
Bimply  local  or  connected  with  the  strength  or 
spirits  of  the  patient.  Anxiety,  care,  and 
homesickness  act  very  depre?siu2ly,  as  if  the 
vascular  and  nervous  activity  were  paralyzed 
thereby,  and  hence  d  gesticn  and  nutrition  in- 

terfered with.  Out-door  exercise,  stimulants, 
iron,  quinine,  and  mineral  acids,  are  then  in 
place.  Warm  cataplasms  are  to  be  used  only 
under  the  physician's  eye.  Small  deposits 
may  be  touched,  even  where  there  is  some 
irritation,  with  a  sharp  pencil  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  to  expose  the  pus  there  collected. 

Above  all  these  absolutely  necessary  means, 
Arlt  holds  a  compressive  bandage,  by  which 
he  means  such  as  shall  prevent  motion  of  the 
lids  quite  distinct  from  the  usual  compressive 
bandage  of  Graefe.  He  uses  also  the  collo- 

dion bandage,  which  he  spoke  of  in  vol.  ix., 
p.  1,  when  the  patient  strongly  objects  to 
operative  interference.  Iu  regai d  to  Samisch's 
operation  so  successfully  used  by  himself, 
Arlt  speaks  with  some  degree  of  reserve. 
He  says  it,  as  all  other  operations,  is  to  be 
postponed  so  locg  as  there  is  fair  hope  of  suc- 

ceeding with  the  lint  bandage. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 Drs.  Bitset  &  Lee  have  sent  us  a  cir- 
cular informing  the  profession  "  that  on  Jan- 
uary 29th,  1872,  they  relinquish  their  connec- 
tion with  the  National  Medical  Journal,  as 

editors,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  and  are  not 
responsible  for  any  articles  that  may  appear 
in  that  journal.   They  have  been  driven  to 

this  course  by  the  action  of  the  publishers, 
Messrs.  Judd  &  Detweiler,  who,  as  the  pro- 

prietors, saw  fit  to  insist  upon  the  insertion 
of  an  article  which,  in  the  shape  presented,  did 

not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  editois." 
 We  commend  to  our  readers  a  very  ex- 

cellent essay  entitled :  "  The  Detection  of 
Criminal  Abortion,  and  a  Study  of  Feticiual 

Drugs,"  by  Dr.  Ely  Van  de  Wakker,  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y,  published  by  James  Camp- 

bell, Boston.  Price  50  ceuts;  pp.  88.  It  is  a 
timely  treatise,  scientific  and  full. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

A  Clinical  Manual  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

By  Laurence  Tuknbull,  M,  D.,  etc. 
With  a  colored  lithographic  plate  and  over 
one  hundred  illustrations  on  wood.  Phila- 

delphia :  J  .B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1872.  1 

vol.,  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  486.   Price,  $5. 
The  earlier  work  of  Dr.  Tuknbull,  pub- 

lished nearly  ten  years  ago,  treating  upon 
nervous  deafness,  was  received  with  deserved 
favor  by  the  profession,  and  the  present  com- 

plete treatise  on  aural  complaints  is  not  less 
worthy  of  commendation. 

The  whole  ground  of  otology  is  carefully 
and  clearly  surveyed.  Beginning  with  some 
chapters  on  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of 
the  organ  of  hearing  and  the  laws  of  sound, 
the  author  proceeds  to  classify  the  diseases 
of  the  organ  and  to  explain  the  methods  of  in- 

vestigation and  the  means  of  diagnosis.  The 
affections  of  the  external  auditory  meatus  are 
first  considered,  including  foreign  bodies,  as- 
pergillus,  polypus,  injuries,  tumors,  pruritus, 
etc.  Several  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  im- 

portant topic  of  otitis,  externa,  media  and 
interna,  with  its  allied  disease,  aural  catarrh. 

The  mechanical  appliances  used  in  the  diag- 
nosis and  treatment  of  aural  affections  are 

fully  described  and  abundantly  illustrated. 
Diseases  of  the  adjacent  parts,  the  throat, 
uvula,  tonsils,  and  teeth,  in  their  relation  to 
diseases  of  the  ear,  form  the  subject  of  a  val- 

uable chapter.  The  descripsion  of  nervous 
deafness  is  full  and  exact.  rthe  pages  on  deaf mutism  are  curious  and  instructive  ;  while  the 
general  practitioner  will  be  grateful  for  the 
resume  ot  the  most  effectual  plans  for  treating 
the  more  frequent  affections  of  the  ear. 
The  volume  closes  with  a  comprehensive 

bibliography  of  the  specialty  arranged  in 
chronological  order.  The  lithographic  plate 
represents  the  anatomy  of  the  ear,  and  h 
drawn  and  colored  with  admirable  fidelity. 
In  fact  the  book,  as  a  whole,  is  the  very  best 
work  on  aural  complaints  for  the  use  of  the 
general  practitioner  with  which  we  are  ac» 

quainted. 
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IDS?"  Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
ration,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a'imtu  ot  infor- mation that  rightfully  belougsto  the  profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 

for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  coriespondents. 

THE  SALE  OF  DIPLOMAS. 

In  another  column  we  give  a  report  from 

the  columns  of  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of 
the  investigation  made  in  this  city  by  a  com- 

mittee of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature. 

The  Reporter  led  oft"  in  the  exposure  of 
this  nefarious  business.  We  took  great  pains 
to  procure  positive  and  conclusive  evidence 

against  these  "  Universities"  by  getting  pos- 
session of  diplomas  that  were  bought  from 

them.  Two  cases  were  worked  up  until  diplo- 
mas were  secured  for  which  $50  each  were  to 

be  paid,  U.  0.  D.  We  then  offered  to  share 

'the  expense  of  purchasing  them  with  the 
Faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
they  declined  to  aid  us,  and  scarcely  deigned 

to  notice  our  communications.  The  posses- 
sion of  those  diplomas  now  would  have  been 

worth  all  the  other  evidence  that  was  placed 
before  the  committee. 

Among  the  documents  handed  over  to  the 

committee  by  us  were  the  sworn  record  of  one 

diploma  in  a  Wisconsin  court,  issued  and 

signed  by  the  Faculty  of  the  "  American  Uni- 
versity of  Philadelphia,"  and  issued  to  a  parly 

who  had  never  been  absent  from  home  to  at- 

tend lectures  ;  and  a  lot  of  correspondence, 
sworn  to,  and  properly  attested,  between  a 

physician  in  Indiana  and  a  member  of  the 

Faculty  of  the  "  Philadelphia  University  of 

Medicine  and  Surgery,"  in  which  the  offer 
was  distinctly  made  to  send  a  diploma  C.  O.D., 
the  price  being  $185. 

It  is  rather  humiliating  to  Philadelphia  en- 
terprise that  the  exposure  of  this  scandal  on 

American  literature  should  have  been  mainly 

made  by  the  Kew  York  newspapers.  So  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  the  inability  to  carry  out 

our  well  and  successfully  worked  plans  was 

the  only  reason  that  we  failed  to  make  a  full 

exposure  long  ago.  Proof  of  the  sale  of  di- 
plomas, such  as  we  had  secured,  would  have 

closed  the  doors  of  these  "  Universities"  long 
since,  and  rendered  their  faculties  amenable 
to  law  in  fines  and  imprisonment. 

THE  MISSION  OF  SCIENCE. 

There  is  an  association  in  Germany  of  nat- 
uralists and  physicians,  founded  nearly  half  a 

century  ago  by  the  famous  physicist  Oken, 
and  which,  this  last  autumn,  held  its  annual 
meeting  at  Rostock.  The  openiug  address 
was  delivered  by  Prof.  Rudolph  Virchow, 
whose  name  and  fame  are  familiar  to  every 
student  of  medical  science  the  world  over. 

What  he  says,  thousands  of  educated  men 
receive  almost  without  question,  and  his 

opinions  on  matters  even  remotely  allied  to 
the  great  questions  of  physical  science,  rightly 
command  from  all  the  most  respectful  atten- 

tion. 
His  subject  on  the  occasion  referred  to  was 

the  Mission  of  Physical  Science,  and  it  is  our 

purpose  now  to  examine  with  all  that  freedom 
which  science  allows,  the  chief  points  of  his 
discourse.  If  in  so  doing  we  appear  to 

diverge  from  the  rule  generally  observed  in 

this  journal,  of  confining  editorial  remarks  to 

experimental  truth,  and  wander  into  the  field 

of  speculative  discussion,  it  is  because  this 
eminent  physician  leads  us  there,  and  compels 
us  to  do  so. 

Professor  Virchow's  address  is  in  fact 
little  else  than  a  deliberate  attack  upon  reli- 

gion, and  not  only  on  religion,  but  on  all  those 
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ideas  which  underlie  any  possible  religion. 
It  is  a  special  plea  for  absolute  materialism 
in  its  grossest  sense;  it  is  an  argumentative 
denial  of  any  belief  in  soul  or  God ;  it  is  the 

gauntlet  cast  down  to  all  who  hope  or  trust  in 
faith.  The  mission  of  physical  science,  the 
professor  takes  it,  is  to  wipe  out  ail  faith  in 
God  or  spirit,  and  to  erase  from  the  mind  of 
man  all  hope,  trust  or  action,  which  depend 
upon  such  ideas. 

This  discourse,  we  are  told,  was  received 

with  "great  and  general  applause  "  {grosser 
allgemeiner  Beifall  der  Versamrnlung).  Some 

three  months  have  elapsed  since  it  was  deliv- 
ered, and  we  have  looked  in  vain  for  a  word 

or  a  line  against  his  views  in  the  German 
medical  peiiodicals. 

If  Professor  Yirchow  were  not  one  of  the 

most  conspicuous  of  living  medical  teachers 
we  would  pass  in  silence  such  an  address. 
But  when  he  brings  forward  medical  science 

especially  to  support  these  views,  we  shall 
not  keep  silence,  It st  it  be  supposed  that  we 
too,  as  his  audience,  accord  him  any  applause 
for  such  statements. 

That  we  may  not  misrepresent  him,  we 
shall  translate  frGm  the  Berliner  Klinisclier 

WocTienschrift,  23d  October,  1871,  some  ex- 
tracts from  his  address  : 

"  When  a  man  says :  'I  am  of  opinion  that 
a  personal  soul  exists,  that  it  is  separable 
from  the  body,  that  it  uses  this  body  for  a 

time,  but  has  no  absolute  need  of  it  for  its 

own  existence ;— my  friends,  when  a  man  says 
this,  there  is  no  use  of  reasoning  with  him, 
for  there  is  no  possibility  of  coming  to  an 

agreement.  When  T  examine  what  is  com- 
prised under  the  idea  cf  a  soul,  I  encounter  a 

number  of  organic  activities,  which  are  con- 

I  fined  to  definite  regions  and  organs,  clearly 
localized.  Now  it  is  impossible  that  the  power 

goes  elsewhere  and  the  organ  remains,  for 
these  activities  are  absolutely  connected  with 

the  organs,  and  cannot  be  found  or  shown 

to  be  where  those  organs  are  not." 

"  Everybody  agrees  to  this  when  we  speak 

tonal,  j  47 

of  insane  persons.  They  say  in  a  general  way 
that  such  persons  have  a  soul,  but  when  it 

comes  to  specify  the  malady,  they  say  :  4  This 
one  has  a  disease  of  the  brain ;'  '  this  one  of 
the  medulla,'  etc.  All  agree  that  it  is  the  or- 

gans which  are  diseased,  not  the  immortal 
soul ;  but  the  moment  we  would  carry  this 

reasoning  out,  they  say  :  '  We  do  not  choose 
to  carry  physiological  reasoning  to  that  ex- 

extent.'  " After  some  further  arguments  of  this  kind, 
where  bitter  satire  is  mingled  with  severe 

censure,  the  professor  actually  seems  to  think 
that  it  is  about  time  to  commence  a  downright 

persecution  of  those  heterodox  people  who 
beleive  in  a  God  or  a  religion. 

"  The  opposition  which  the  so-called  posi- 
tive religions  make  is  so  direct  (to  the  study 

of  truth)  that  in  my  opinion  the  law  of  the 
land  and  the  labor  of  science  can  no  longer 
consider  those  views  as  exempt  from  attack. 

If  the  Syllabus  attacks  the  organization  of  the 

S'ate,  the  State  ought  to  attack  the  Syllabus. 

That  is  the  law  of  equal  rights."' 
The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  a  direct  on- 

slaught on  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  for  its 

"  new  dogmas,"  and  assured  his  hearers  that 

"  every  dogma  of  a  church  was  one  more  fet- 

ter binding  down  the  human  mind." 
What,  then,  is  left  when  all  these  ancient 

promptings  to  righteous  life  are  swept  away  ? 

Hear  the  new  go-pel : 

"  In  proportion  as  the  individual  Is  freed 
from  traditional  ideas  and  learns  to  think 

justly,  as  a  greater  number  of  subjects  come 
within  the  reach  of  his  mind,  to  that  degree 

does  he  become  bound  to  set  moral  aims  be- 

fore himself,  and  we  may  well  hope  that  in 

the  progress  of  knowledge  there  will  be  found 

promptings  of  higher  moral  zeal,  and  a  source 
of  ever  increasing  love  of  truth,  honesty  and 

uprightness  in  action." Now  we  would  be  slow  to  oppose  Professor 

ViRcnow  on  any  question  of  pure  science, 

though  he  has  proved  by  no  means  infallible, 

but  brought  to  the  test  of  experience,  the  ex- 
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pression3  we  have  quoted  are  simply  opposed 
to  common  fact.  The  study  of  scientific  truths 
does  not  improve  the  morals,  and  everybody 
knows  it.  The  world  does  not,  and  need  not, 

expect  any  increased  integrity  from  the  study 
of  chemistry,  and  it  is  an  absurdity  to  do  so. 
The  argument  from  the  insane  is  no  more  to 

the  point  than  if  we  were  to  say,  because  one 
watch  were  disordered,  the  mechanical  theory 
of  watches  is  erronous.  And  the  opposition 

of  religion  to  science  is  rather  absurdly 
brought  forward  in  a  scientific  address,  which 

recommends  legal  enactments  against  reli- 
gious dogmas!  In  point  of  fact,  scientific 

men  have  been  quite  as  much  persecuted  by 
their  fellows  as  by  religious  teachers  as  any 
historian  can  show. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

A  KTew  Atomizer. 

Dr.  I.  P.  Lete,  of  Branford,  Connecticut, 
has  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  a 
new  Atomizer,  a  cut  and  description  of  which 
are  given  below : 

The  instrument  consists  of  a  Spirit  Lamp,  A ; 
Drum,  B,  connected  to  the  Lamp  with  bayo- 

Comments.  [Vol.  xxvi. 

net  fastenings ;  Globe  Boiler,  C,  resting  firmly 
on  the  Drum,  B,  from  which  it  is  easily  de- 

tached, when  the  Lamp  and  Drum  form  a 
beautiful  and  convenient  Nurse  Lamp  for 
heating  water  or  medicine  in  the  sick  room  ; 
above  the  boiler,  C,  is  the  Tray,  F,  or  floor  of 
the  Chamber,  which  is  formed  by  placing  on 
this  Tray  the  Shield,  G :  this  Shield  has  an 

opening  at  O,  which  is  the  mouth  of  the  in- 
strument, and  air  opening  at  I,  for  the  purpose 

of  giving  draft  and  allowing  sufficient  air  to 
reduce  the  temperature  to  a  point  suitable  for 
inhalation ;  within  the  Chamber,  formed  by 
the  union  of  Tray,  F,  and  Shield,  G,  is  the 
Steam  Chamber,  D,  with  Side  Tube,  a,  for  the 
insertion  of  the  Atomizing  Tubes,  H ;  the  Cap 
of  Steam  Chamber,  ST,  and  the  receptacle  for 
the  medicine  to  be  atomized,  J,  from  the  Tube, 
P,  connecting  the  Boiler,  C,  with  the  Steam 
Chamber,  D,  is  a  Lateral  Tube,  K,  which  may 
or  may  not  be  furnished  with  Safety  Yalve, 
L.  The  Safety  Yalve  is  unnecessary,  as  there 
is  always  a  free  escape  of  steam  from  the 
points  of  the  Atomizing  Tubes,  H. 

Manner  of  Using. 
Filling  the  Boiler. — The  cap  is  to  be  removed 

and  the  boiler  filled  through  the  steam  cham- 
ber. It  should  be  only  half  to  two-thirds  filled. 

Steam  Atomizing. — For  using  the  steam  at- 
omizer, place  the  medicine  in  its  receptacle,  J, 

with  the  atomizing  tubes,  M,  inserted  in  the 
side  lube,  a;  light  the  lamp,  A,  and  the  spray 
will  be  thrown  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth 
of  the  instrument.  The  draft  from  the  en- 

trance of  the  cold  air  at  I,  will  throw  the 
spray  freely  from  the  mouth  of  the  instru- 

ment, so  that  it  may  be  inhaled  with  but  little 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  In  fact,  an 
elastic  tube  may  be  placed  on  the  mouth  of 
the  instrument,  with  a  glass  mouth  piece,  and 
the  medicine  will  be  forced  through,  even  if 
t  should  be  several  feet  in  length.  By  this 
addition,  the  patient  is  enabled  to  inhale, 
though  the  instrument  be  several  feet  from 
him.  This  enables  the  patient  to  sit  with  ex- 

panded chest,  adding  much  to  its  efficacy. 

For  Medicated  Vapor. — Kemove  the  cap,  !N", 
from  the  steam  chamber,  and  place  within  a 

piece  of  sponge,  large  enough  to  fill  the  di- 
ameter of  the  chamber,  and  saturate  with 

any  medicine  you  may  wish  to  convert  into 
vapor,  and  then,  without  replacing  the  cap, 
K,  you  may  pass  the  steam  through  the 
sponge  and  you  have  a  vapor  more  thoroughly 

representing  the  medicine  than  can  be  ob~ 
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tained  in  any  other  way.  This  to  be  inhaled 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Instrument  or  its  at 
tachments,  as  in  the  case  of  the  spray. 

Medicated  Vapor  with  Spray. — Replace  the 
cap,  ST,  and  force  the  medicated  vapors 
through  the  atomizing  tubes,  and  you  then 
have  an  atomized  medicine  with  the  medicated 

vapor. 
Cold  Spray.—  Extinguish  your  lamp,  remove 

the  cap  or  safety  valve  from  the  lateral  tube, 
K,  and  force  the  air,  by  means  of  the  hand 
ball  apparatus  attached  to  the  tube,  K,  and 
you  have  a  cold  spray.  By  attachment  made 
with  a  receptacle  containing  oxygen  or  other 
gasses,  you  may  have  your  spray  or  vapor  in 
connection  with  any  gas  desired.  Thus  you 
have  in  a  compass  no  larger  than  a  common 
Atomizer,  an  apparatus  for  Steam  Atomizing, 
Medicated  Vapors,  the  two  combined,  and  Cold 
Spray,  with  the  ability  to  add  any  gas  that 
may  be  desired. 
Every  intelligent  physician,  who  has  exam- 

ined the  instrument,  pronounces  it  lar  supe- 
rior to  any  other  ever  invented  for  the  pur- 

poses designed. 

The  Advantages  Claimed  for  this  over  Other 
Instrument,  are : 

1st.— The  Chamber  being  kept  constantly 
warm  by  steam,  the  atomized  medicines  are 
not  readily  condensed. 

2d. — The  direct  draft  enables  the  patient  to 
inhale  with  less  effort. 

3d. — The  spray  is  not  thrown  on  the  face  or 
clothing  of  the  patient. 

4th. — The  attachment  of  glass  or  elastic 
tubing  enables  the  patient  to  sit  with  expand- 
chest,  adding  much  to  the  efficacy  of  the  in- 
halation. 

5th. — The  Yapor  Attachment  makes  it  vir- 
tually two  Instruments. 

6th. — The  instrument  can  be  placed  on  a 
stand  or  table  at  the  bedside  of  the  patient, 
and  the  inhalation  given  without  disturbing 
the  patient. 

7th.— Its  perfect  adaptation  to  the  use  of 
a  Nurse  Lamp  for  heating  water  or  medicine 
in  the  sick  room. 

8th. — The  compactness  and  strength  of  the 
instrument  makes  it  easy  to  pack  and  take 
from  place  to  place. 

9th. — The  simplicity  of  its  construction 
renders  it  desirable  for  those  that  would  be 
unable  to  use  one  more  complex. 

10th. — The  cost  of  the  instrument  is  but  a 

trifle  more  than  the  ordinary  atomizer,  and 
would  be  cheap  at  double  the  price  asked  for 
them,  adapted  as  it  is  for  all  forms  of  inhala- 
tions. 
Address,  Dr.  I.  P.  Lete,  at  Branford,  Con- 

necticut, or  through  this  office.  The  instru- 
ment can  be  seen  at  this  office. 

Zoo-d^rmic  Graf  s. 

M.  Letrevtent,  considering  the  pain  and 
possible  accidents  incidental  to  cutting  skin- 
grafts  from  the  human  subjects,  has  employed 
"  zoo-dermic  "  grafts  cut  from  the  skin  of  the 
belly  of  a  dog  in  a  place  unprovided  with  hair. 
The  graJts  have  succeeded,  and  he  recom- 

mends the  process. 

Long  Island  College  Hospital. 
This  is  one  of  the  best  of  our  medical  schools 

holding  a  spring  session.  The  session  begins 
on  the  5th  of  March. 
We  are  glad  to  learn  that  Dr.  John  Byrne, 

surgeon-in-chief  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital  has 
been  appointed  "  Clinical  Professor  of  Gynae- 

cology of  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  in 
St.  Mary's  Hospital."  This  gives  the  students 
of  the  college  the  advantage  of  regular  clinical 
instruction,  as  a  part  of  the  regular  course,  in 
two  hospitals. 

Cure  for  the  Opium  Habit. 
In  a  recent  report  on  the  condition  of  the 

English  Hospital  at  Pekin,  China,  the  attend- 

ing physician  gives  a  formula  for"  anti-opium 
pills."  This  remedy  is  composed  of  extract 
of  hyoscyamus  or  henbane,  extract  of  gentian 
camphor,  quinine,  cayenne  pepper,  ginger 
and  cinnamon,  with  castile  soap  and  syrup  to 
form  the  mass,  and  liquorice  powder  to  form 
the  coating.  The  efficacy  of  these  pills  in 
overcoming  the  opium  habit,  and  in  prevent- 

ing the  suffering  on  giving  up  the  use  of  that 
poison,  is  stated  to  have  been  proved  in 
numerous  cases.  The  native  remedies  it  is 
said  contain  opium  in  some  form,  and  most 
frequently  the  ashes  of  opium  already  smoked, 
and  consequently  are  inefficacious,  it  being  as 
difficult  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the  medicine 
as  of  the  drug  itself. 

Chloro-acetic  Acid  in  Fibrous  Growths,  etc. 
Dr.  W.  H.  Atkinson  says  (Dental  Cosmos) : 

This  agent  has  a  strong  affinity  for  dead  con- 
nective tissue,  epithelial  scales,  indurations,, 
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warts  and  fibrous  growths.  For  correcting 

unhealthy  ard  brawDy  faces,  for  which  "  ena- 
mels," "  bloom  of  youth,"  etc.,  have  been  re- 

sorted to  such  an  execrable  extent,  and  pro- 
ducing a  beautiful  skin,  these  acids,  judiciously 

used,  stand  unrivaled,  dissolving  off  the  old 
scales,  and  favoring  the  growth  of  anew  sup- 

ply- 
Correction.  « 

In  Dr.  Jones  letter,  in  the  Reporter,  Jan. 
20,  for  ventro-hypertrophy  read  vetro-hypertro- 

Pty>   
Treatment  of  Hyperpyrexia. 

Gildemeister  and  Wertheim  {Journal  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology ,  March,  1871,)  find 
that,  when  the  temperature  of  rhe  body  is 
lowered  by  cooling,  there  is  an  increased  pro- 

duction of  carbonic  acid  gas,  both  in  health 
and  fever.  Tn  fever,  however,  though  the 
cold  both  increases  the  combustion  and  pro- 

duction of  heat  in  the  body,  it  withdraws  more 
heat  than  is  produced,  and  therefore  cools  the 
body  and  does  good.  Judzinowitsch  states 
that  perspiration  has  no  relation  to  the  tem- 

perature in  fever.  It  may  be  increased  when 
the  temperature  is  lower,  and  decreased  when 
it  is  higher,  as  was  seen  in  two  cases  of  acute 
rheumatism  and  one  of  pleuro-pneumonia. 

Chloride  of  Potassium. 
Dr.  Lander  has  substituted  the  chloride  for 

the  bromide  of  potassium  in  the  treatment  of 
epileptics  with  a  success  which  he  declares  to 
be  identical.  He  begins  with  smaller  doses ; 
but  doses  of  75  to  105  grains  daily  have  been 
borne  without  inconvenience  for  months  in 
succession.  He  states  that  it  is  more  active, 
one-sixth  of  the  price,  and  without  the  incon- 

venient secondary  effects  of  bromide  of  potas- 
sium. He  believes  that,  in  the  stomach,  bro- 

mide is  converted  into  chloride  of  potassium ; 
and  that,  for  many  reasons,  it  is  desirable  to 
administer  it  at  once  in  that  form. 

An  cdo^e  cf  Dupuytren. 
The  large  class  of  recalcitrant  patients 

Dupuytren  used  to  circumvent  by  means  of 
a  bell.  When  a  patient  who  ojght  to  pay  left 
his  consulting  room  without  bestowing  the 
customary  honorarium,  he  touched  a  particu- 

lar bell,  whereupon  the  porter,  before  open- 
ing the  front  door,  said  :  u  I  believe  monsieur 

has  forgotten  his  fee,"  and  thus  forced  the 
would-be  dead-head  to  be  honest. 

Death  of  Dr  Heller. 

Dr.  Johann  Florian  Heller  died,  after 
a  short  illness,  on  November  21.  He  was  58 
years  of  age,  and  had  for  some  years  past 
suffered  from  disease  of  the  heart.  He  was 

Director  of  the  Pathologico-Chemical  Insti- 
tute, and  teacher  of  Pathological  Chemistry 

in  the  Vienna  University,  besides  having  ex- 
tensive employment  as  a  Government  expert. 

The  progress  of  pathological  chemistry  has 
been  greatly  forwarded  by  his  efforts;  he  was, 
indeed,  the  first  who  placed  this  branch  of 
medical  science  in  its  proper  position  in  Aus- 

tria, and  his  work  in  this  direction  has  ob- 
tained general  recognition  both  at  home  and 

abroad.  Clinical  examination  of  the  urine 
has  obtained  its  present  important  position, 
both  in  hospitals  and  in  private  practice,  in 
great  part  through  his  exertions.  Latterly  he 
has  been  so  much  employed  in  official  duties 
as  to  be  unable  to  publish  any  worfc,  but  he 
has  continued  to  inspire  younger  iuquirers 
with  some  of  his  own  energy.  His  well  known 

periodical,  "  Archiv  f.  Pathol.- Chemie  und 
Macroscopic"  was  continued  during  ten  years. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Compulsory  Vaccination. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

I  see  by  your  valuable  journal  of  the  20th 
inst.,  that  you  give  Governor  J.  W.  Geary 
credit  for  recommending  in  his  Annual  Mes- 

sage, to  the  present  Legislature,  "  Compulsory 
Vaccination"  in  this  commonwealth  ;  and  the 
same  credit  has  been  accorded  him  by  many 
of  the  leading  papers  of  the  State,  since  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature. 

Now,  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  any  credit 
due  from  his  Excellency ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
desire  to  praise  him  for  mentioning  in  his 
message  the  subject  of  "  Compulsory  Vaccina- 

tion," and  I  hope  that  the  Legislature  will  at 
once  frame  and  pass  a  bill  to  meet  the  sug- 

gestion ;  for  I  know  from  experience  that 
such  a  law  would  be  salutary  to  the  people 
af  the  State.  But  in  the  evsnt  of  such  a  law 
being  placed  upon  our  Statute  Books,  I  wish  it 
to  be  known  to  the  profession  and  the  people 
that  the  idea  is  not  an  original  one  with  the 

governor. During  the  years  1870  and  1871  I  had  the 
honor  of  being  a  member  of  the  Lower  House 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  from  the  26th 
representative  district,  and  at  the  suggestion 
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of  the  State  Medical  Society  (of  which  I  am  a 
member),  I  introduced  a  bill  for  compulsory 
vaccination  during  the  session  of  1870 ;  it  was 
referred  to  the  General  Judiciary  Committee, 
but  it  so  happened  that  a  majority  of  thatcom- 
mittee  were  whimsical  on  this  question.  They 
ridiculed  the  idea,  and,  I  am  informed,  that 
while  considering  the  bill  before  the  commit- 

tee, that  some  of  the  members  offered  amend- 
ments, much  more  worthy  of  the  suggestions 

of  boys  than  that  of  grave  legislators;  and  they 
finally  alleged  that  for  the  reason  that  so 
many  people  in  their  respective  districts  were 
opposed  to  vaccination,  that  they  were  afraid 
that  if  the  bill  received  a  favorable  recom- 

mendation from  committee  and  passed,  that 
they,  who  were  candidates  for  reelection, 
would  lose  votes  at  the  next  election.  EL  nee 
the  bill  came  from  that  committee  with  a 
negative  recommendation,  which  had  the  effect 
to  kill  it.  I  only  mention  this  as  a  matter  of 
record  and  fact,  and  hope  that  the  credit  of 
originally  advising  compulsory  vaccination 
will  be  given  to  the  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  regular  profession  of  medicine,  where  it 
properly  belongs,  and  not  to  the  governor  of 
this  State.  W.  C.  Shttrlock,  M.  D., 

Darlington,  Pa.,  Jan.  29,  1872. 

A  Eew  Mode  of  Administering  Copaiba. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Sxjrg.  Reporter  : 

In  chronic  cases  of  gonorrhea  I  have  ob- 
tained the  best  therapeutical  action  of  copaiba 

with  the  entire  absence  of  its  nauseating  and 

other  disagreeable  eft'ects  from  the  adminis- tration of  that  drug,  combined  with  opium  in 
the  form  of  a  rectal  suppository.  The  follow- 

ing formula  I  have  adopted,  as  the*  supposi- 
tories made  therefrom  are  perfectly  unobjec- tionable. 

R.    Copaiba,  f.^vj. 
Opii  pnlv.,  gr.vj. 
Olei  tbeobromse, 
Cetacei,  aa.  §jss. 
Ceree  alba?,  gr.xlv.  M. 

Misce  secundum  artem  et  fiant  suppositona, 
No.  xij. 

Signa  — One  to  be  introduced  into  the  bowel 
morning  and  night. 

If  constipation  occurs  it  may  be  readily 
overcome  by  a  moderate  dose  of  Rochelle salts. 

The  very  encouraging  results  which  I  have 
had  incuced  me  to  make  this  communication. 

J.  H.  Wehner,  M.  D. 
Germantown,Jan.29,  1872. 

Carbolic  Acid  in  Surgery, 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

I  wish  to  say  a  word  about  carbolic  acid  as 
referred  to  in  your  valuable  Reporter  of 
January  6th,  1872.  Prof.  Gross  says  in  a 
clinical  lecture,  that  "  caroolic  acid  was  a 
fanciful  preparation  that  had  its  day."  I  do not  believe  this  valuable  medicine  will  ever 
be  discarded,  and  I  agree  with  him  in  doubt- 

ing Mr.  Lister's  germ  theory;  but  I  believe 
in  septic  poisoning  from  decomposing  blood 
and  dead  tissue  in  an  open  wound.  The  ex- 

cessively absurd  requirements  insisted  upon 
by  Lister —in  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  in  sur- 

gery— are  enough  to  disgust  any  one  with  the 
whole  thing.  By  the  way,  if  atmospheric  air 
is  so  deadly,  how  ̂ ares  Mr.  Lister  take  it  in 
contact  with  the  mucous  surfaces  of  his  bron- 

chial passages  ?  All  that  is  necessary  in  using 
carbolic  acid  to  wound-,  ulcers,  etc.,  is  to  apply 
and  reapply  as  occasion  requires,  and  of 
strength  adapted  to  each  particular  case.  JSTo 
general  rule  can  be  laid  down  to  meet  all  re- 
quirements. Does  it  look  probable  that  it  can  ever  pass 
out  of  use  while  the  supply  lasts,  when  it  is 
as  we  see,  used  in  military  surgery  with  such 
striking  benefit,even  where  climatic  influences 
are  so  opposed  to  the  well-being  of  sick  and 
wounded,  as  at  present  iu  the  British  army  in 
India.  It  is  of  use  in  scalds  and  burns ;  ulcers  and 
suppuratingcavities ;  it  is  of  use  by  injection  m 
endometritis;  in  abortion  with  septic,  stinky 
placenta,  that  would  surely  poison  the  whole 
mass  of  blood,  but  this  for  powerful  antiseptic. 
In  ad  such  cases  I  have  fouud  it  my  sheet- 
anchor,  tried  and  sure. 

Please  excuse  my  occupation  of  your  valu- 
able space,  but  I  f  It  it  my  duty  to  defend  my 

favorite  "  hobby,"  if  you  please,  from  an 
attack  coming  from  such  an  eminent  source. 

A.  J.  Jessup,  M.  D. 
Wesf-  Town,  Orange  co  ,  N.  Y, 

Sulphite  of  Soda  as  a  Prophylactic  in  Small-Pox- 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg-.  Reporter  : 

In  ray  article  on  the  treatment  of  small- 
pox by  carbolic  acid  and  sulphite  soda,  I  for- 

got to  mention  that  I  also  used  sulphite  soda 
as  a  prophylactic,  and  in  no  instance  did  I 
have  a  second  case  in  the  family  it  was  so 
used — no  matter  how  severe  the  case  under 
treatment  was.  My  custom  is  to  give  from 
five  to  twenty  grains  of  the  salt,  morning  and 
evening,  to  every  member  of  the  family,  ac- 

cording to  age.  It  mattered  not  what  the  ex- 
posure to  the  contagion  was,  in  no  instance 

was  another  member  of  the  family  attacked. 
In  one  case  where  the  husband  had  varioloid 

the  wife  was  obliged  to  sleep  in  bed  with  the 
patient  or  on  the  floor.  I  advised  the  former; 
gave  the  sulphite;  notwithstanding  she  was  not 
vaccinated  since  a  child,  and  was  very  much 
alarmed.    She  had  no  symptoms  of  small-pox, 

I).  P.  Boyer,  M.  D. 
25G  1ST.  9ih  St.  Philadelphia. 

January  23, 1872. 

Cundurango, 

This  plant  has  been  tried  fully  and  fairly  at 
the  Middlesex  Hospital,  England,  with  utterly 
negative  results.   It  is  absolutely  worthless. 
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Investigation. 
THE  SALE  OF  BOGUS  DIPLOMAS  IN  THIS  CITY 

—  SUBJECT  INVESTIGATED  BY  A  LEGISLA- 
TIVE COMMITTEE— EXAMINATION  OF  WIT- 

NESSES. 
Saturday  morning,  at  the  Girard  House,  in 

this  city,  the  senatorial  committee  to  investi 
gate  the  al'eged  sale  of  diplomas  by  certain 
medical  colleges  of  Philadelphia,  met.  Sena- 

tors Randall,  Nagle,  Sharp  and  Humphreys 
were  present,  the  former  acting  as  chairman. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  present  as 
witnesses : —Professors  C.  D.  Stille  and  Br. 
Rogers,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  : 
Professor  B  Howard  Rand,  George  W.  Pair- 

man,  Dr.  J.  P.  Mulford,  Dr.  S^W.  Butler, George  W.  Jones  and  R  H.  Nash. 
It  was  decided  that  the  proceedings  should 

be  public.  Professor  Stille  was  the  first  gen- tleman examined: 
Question. — Please  state  to  the  committee 

any  information  you  have  regarding  the  issue 
of  diplomas  by  either  or  one  of  these  colleges, 
or  as  to  the  manner  of  issuing  them  ?  Answer. 
— I  would  prefer  to  state  first  what  evidence 
I  have  to  support  the  charges  that  have  been 
made  against  these  institutions.  I  have  evi- 

dence to  show  first  that  there  have  been  ad- 
vertisements inserted  in  a  number  of  English 

papers,  offering  to  procure  for  those  who 
should  apply,  academic  degrees  of  various 
kinds,  from  the  American  University  of  Phil- 

adelphia and  University  of  Philadelphia.  As 
provost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  I 
took  an  interest  in  endeavoring  to  ferret  out 
the  truth  of  these  charges.  1  have  received 
a  large  number  of  letters  from  persons  in 
England  on  this  subject. 

Dr.  Stille  then  read  letters  from  Dublin,  Lon- 
don, Yorkshire  and  Glasgow,  all  stating  the 

writers  ha  d  been  approached ,  both  by  notes  and 
by  word  ot  mouth,  and  told  that  if  they  would 
pay  certain  sums  they  could  receive  from  these 
agents  degrees  from  any  one  of  the  Universi- 

ties of  Philadelphia.  They  moreover  stated 
that  there  were  in  England  hundreds  of  per- 

sons claiming  to  be  graduates  of  the  colleges 
of  Philadelphia,  and  who  secured  their  di- 

plomas by  the  payment  of  money.  The  pro- 
vost presented  a  great  accumulation  of  papers 

from  far  and  near,  containing  statements 
about  the  sale  of  the  diplomas,  and  communi- 

cations indirectly  proposing  their  sale,  signed 
by  Professors  Sites  and  Buchanan  of  the 
Pine  Street  College. 

Provost  Stille  gave  into  the  possession  of 
the  committee  a  number  of  additional  letters, 
which  he  did  not  read.  Some  of  I  hem  pur- 

ported to  come  from  the  dean  of  the  Ameri- 
can University  of  Philadelphia,  and  proposed 

the  sale  of  diplomas.  The  witness  then 
called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
act  prohibiting  the  sale  of  academic  degrees, 

approved  last  May,  and  stated  that,  as  pro- 
vost of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he 

had  received  one  letter  a  week  speaking  of 
the  sale  of  degrees  in  this  city.  At  the  same 
time  he  presented  a  opy  of  the  regulations 
of  the  institution  of  which  he  was  head,  un- 

der which  it  granted  degrees. 
Q. — Do  you  know  of  any  instance  where 

any  of  these  degrees  have  been  sold  in  this 
country?  A — I  have  no  other  information 
on  the  subject  than  these  papers. 
Q.— What  are  the  titles  of  these  institu- 

tions against  which  these  charges  are  made  ? 
A. — In  answering  this  question  I  will  read  a 
list  of  the  acts  relating  to  the  American  Uni- 

versity of  Philade^hia,  and  Philadelphia 
University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and 
showing  how  they  had  succeeded  medical 
schools  that  had  been  once  in  existence. 

Q. — Where  is  the  American  University  lo- 
cated? A. — No.  514Pine  street:  I  have  no 

douvt  but  that  some  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  this  establishment  could  explain 

some  of  the  points  on  which  we  have  doubts 
better  than  I. 

Professor  Rogers  was  then  sworn. 
Q. — Give  us  such  information  as  you  have 

upon  this  subject. 
A.— Occupying  the  position  of  dean  of  the 

medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  subject  of  the  irregularity 
of  the  issuing  of  diplomas  and  of  certificates, 
some  of  which  profess  to  come  from  the  insti- 

tutions themselves,  and  some  of  which  misled 
the  persons  who  received  them  into  the  idea 
that  they  were  receiving  something  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  proper,  has  been 
a  subject  of  very  giave  annoyance  to  me  for 
some  five  years  past.  Yery  rarely,  until  the 
organization  of  what  is  now  known  as  the 
"Philadelphia  University  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,"  any  communication  from  abroad  or 
from  our  own  country  came  to  us  asking  for 
diplomas  for  pay  ;  but  since  the  organization 
of  that  institution  very  frequent  applications, 
many  of  which  I  have  simply  thrown  aside, 
feeling  that  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  pre- 

serve them,  have  been  made  to  us. 
Quite  a  number  of  young  gentlemen  came 

to  me  early  in  the  progress  of  our  medical 
session  representing  that  they  have  purchased 
in  the  South  and  South-west  what  were  called 
scholirships  from  $35  to  $75  each,  under  the 
idea  that  it  was  to  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 

vania that  they  were  really  paying  the  money. 
When  they  came  there  they  found  that 
there  was  an  institution  located  on  the  same 
street  (Ninth),  and  not  very  far  from  us, 
under  another  title,  but  somewhat  similar  to 
our  title.  Upon  applying  for  a  refunding 
of  their  money  at  this  institution,  they  were 
told  that  that  was  their  own  lookout  and 
not  of  the  agents  who  sold  the  scholarships. 
So  much  for  the  deception  that  is  practiced 
under  a  name  so  similar  to  that  of  the  Uni- 

versity of  Pennsylvania  that  the  difference 
was  not  discovered.   In  other  words,  it  is 
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mailing  under  a  trade-mark  eo  similar  to  ours 
that  it  must  necessarily  mislead  the  public. 
In  the  South,  I  kuow,  and  I  can  swear  to  it  as 
from  statements  that  have  been  made  to  me, 
that  merchants  are  in  the  habit  of  obtaining 
these  certificatf  s  for  a  consideration  so  small 
that  when  they  sell  them,  as  they  socn  do, 
they  make  a  considerable  profit  on  them. 

In  the  sale  of  these  scholarships  and  diplo- 
mas they  have  been  very  successful  ia  cover- 

ing up  their  tracks,  which  makes  it  difficult  to 
accumulate  positive  evidence  on  the  subject. 

Professor  Rogers  then  read  a  number  of 
letters  relating  to  the  sale  of  diplomas,  of  one 
of  which  we  make  a  copy : 

"  The  Grammar  School,  Masham.  ) 
Yorkshire,  England,  Feb.  27, 1871.  J 

Sir  :  The  University  of  Philadelphia  having 
recently  conferred  the  houorary  degree  of 
4  LL.D."  on  a  friend  of  mine,  I  am  embold- 

ened to  ask  under  what  circumstances  an  hon- 
orary degree  of '  B.  A.'  or  '  M.  A.'  can  be  con- 
ferred upon  myself.  I  am  head  master  of  this 

old-established  grammar  school,  and  am  about 
to  be  admitted  to  holy  orders.  I  inclose  a 
copy  of  my  testimonials  and  a  school  pros- 
pectus. 

"  I  am  graduating  at  the  London  Univer- 
sity, and  have  only  the  fiaal  examination  to 

pass  before  I  obtain  the  degree  of  '  B.  A.'  of 
that  university;  but  as  I  am  reading  for  orders 
I  cannot  expect  to  be  able  to  pass  that  exam- 

ination for  a  year  or  two  at  least.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  venture  to  ask  you  if  an 
honorary  degree  can  be  conferred  upon  me 
pro  honoris  causa  bv  your  university  ? 

"  If  you  thiok  favorably  of  my  application, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  from  vou  the  amount 
of  the  fees  for  the  honorary  '  B.  A.'  or  '  M.  A.' 
degree.  I  should  be  glad  also  to  receive  some 
nformation  respecting  the  gowns  and  hoods 
worn,  and,  if  possible,  to  receive  a  copy  of 
the  year-book  for  1871.  The  postage  of  books 
or  letters  need  not  be  prepaid  unless  you 
think  proper.  Trusting  to  receive  an  early 
reply  from  you,  lam,  sir,  your  faithful  ser- vant, 

S.  Crawley,  A.  A.  (London),  F.  C.  S., 
Head  Master  Grammar  School." 

Q. — Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge 
of  any  diplomas  being  sold  ?  A. — I  have  not 
seen  any  diplomas  that  have  been  sold.  It  is 
natural  that  those  who  receive  them  would 
keep  them  from  my  view. 

Dr.  Butler  was  then  examined.  He  pre- 
sented and  read  a  number  of  letters  relating 

to  the  sale  of  diplomas  by  the  American  Uni- 
versity of  Philadelphia,  Also  a  card  which 

was  scattered  broadcast,  and  signed  by  A.  J. 
Hale,  in  which  an  offer  is  made  to  furnish  the 
recipient  with  any  degree  from  this  institution, 
whether  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Ph.  D.,  etc.,  upon  a 
written  request  and  upon  a  C.  O.  D.  basis. 

He  also  gave  the  names  of  a  number  of 
young  men  who  had  purchased  these  degrees 
and  who  could  be  found.  In  addition, he  pre- 

sented an  affieavit  of  Dr.  Jacob  P.  Davis,  of 

Indiana,  sworn  to  and  properly  attested,  set- 
ting forth  : 

"  I  did  receive  in  the  fall  of  1869  several 
letters,  said  letters  now  in  possession  of  S.W. 
Butler,  M.  D.,  editor  of  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter,  of  Philadelphia,  from 
one  L.  Fairbanks,  of  JSTo.  41  S.  Tenth  street, 
president  of  the  Art  Department  of  the  Phila- 

delphia Uoiver,-ity  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
offering  me  a  diploma  from  that  Art  Depart- 

ment for  $185.  No  attendance  on  lectures 

required." Dr.  Butler. — I  had  once  an  opportunity  to 
purchase  two  diplomas,  but  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  refused  to  go  into  the  purchase, 
and  I  did  not  buy  them.  They  were  to  cost 
$50  each. 

Professor  Rodgers. — We  refused  not  because 
of  the  price,  but  because  the  operation  might 
make  us  particeps  criminis  if  there  should  be 
any  legal  proceedings. 

Professor  Rand,  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  was  then  called.  He  submitted  at 
first  some  documentary  evidence,  and  then 
said  : 

Some  time  ago  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Dr. 
McCarthy,  of  Huntingdon,  in  which  I  said  "  I 
understand  you  are  practising  under  an  eclec- 

tic diploma,  purchased  in  this  city.  If  this  be 
true  we  cannot  admit  you  to  this  college."  I 
have  his  answer  in  which  he  does  not  deny 
the  truth  of  the  charge.  During  last  summer, 
— I  think  in  June — I  had  a  visit  from  a  gen- 

tleman who  brought  me  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion from  Mr.  George  W.  Fairman,  in  which 

he  stated  that  he  was  a  professor  of  toxicology 
and  chemistry  in  the  Pine  Street  Medical 
College.  This  gentleman  said  that  not- 

withstanding the  recent  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, making  it  a  penal  offense  to  sell  diplo- 
mas, they  were  still  being  sold  at  that  institu- 
tion, and  also  at  the  institution  known  as 

the  Philadelphia  University.  He  proposed 
that  if  I  would  advance  him  one  hundred 
dollars  because  of  th^  risk  he  ran,  or  guar- 

antee him  two  hundred  dollars  he  would 
bring  me  a  diploma  from  each  institution, 
made  out  in  the  name  of  a  deaf,  or  blind,  or 
dumb  man  or  child ;  I  told  him  I  had  no  au- 

thority to  do  so,  and  I  would  lay  the  matter 
before  the  faculty  of  our  college;  I  did  so, 
and  they  declined  to  act  in  the  matter;  this 
gentleman's  name  is  J.  Dunbar  Hylton  ;  there 
are  two  members  of  our  class  that  were  offered 
these  diplomas,  and  I  have  given  their  names 
to  your  sergeant-at-arms  in  order  that  they 
may  be  brought  to  testify. 

George  W.  Fairman,  attached  to  the  Post- 
office  Department,  stated  that  under  a  law 
which  prevents  the  delivery  of  letters  address- 

ed to  or  coming  from  swindling  concerns,  a 
number  of  letters  addressed  to  Messrs.  A.  J. 
Hale,  a  negotiator  of  diploma  sales,  living  m 
Jacoby  street,  and  Dr.  Buchanan,  who  is  con- 

cerned in  the  Pine  street  institution,  he  did 
detain  them  for  some  time,  until  the  head  of 
the  department  required  us  to  give  them  up. 
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Connected  with  the  post-office  was  also  Mr. 
J.  D,  Hylton.  I  knew  him  to  be  allott?d  to 
the  Pine  Street  College  as  the  Professor  of 
Chemistry.  He  came  to  me  one  day  and  said, 
"  I  want  to  make  some  disclosures  about  the 
sale  of  these  diplomas  to  vou."  I  said,  "You 
had  better  see  Professor  Rand,"  and  he  con- 

sented if  I  would  gfive  him  a  letter  of  intro- 
duction, which  I  did.  His  interview  with  the 

professor  you  have  heard. 
Some  other  witnesses  were  examined,  but 

their  testimony  did  not  present  any  additional 
facts.  The  committee  then  adjourned.  At 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee  a  large 
number  of  witnesses  will  present  their  testi- 

mony, which  it  is  understood,  will  be  conclu- 
sive. 

Death  of  Paul  Dubois. 

This  eminent  obstetrician  died  at  Paris, 
December  15,  in  the  77th  year  of  his  age. 

Cholera  and  Rinderpest. 
The  exclusion  of  epidemics  is  a  curious 

trait.  Before  the  Cholera  appeared  in  Poland, 
says  the  Medicinische  Central  Zeitung,  the 
rinderpest  prevailed  destructively.  When 
the  cholera  came  it  ceased.  Now  that  the 
cholera  has  gone  it  has  broken  out  more 
violently  than  before. 

International  Medical  Congress. 

On  December  16th  a  meeting  of  physx" 
cians  was  held  in  Vienna,  Professor  Rokit" 
ansky  presiding,  to  take  measures  for  the  In" 
ternational  Medical  Congress  at  that  city,  in 
1873.  The  following  subjects  for  discussion 
at  the  congress  were  proposed :  Vaccina- 

tion ;  Cholera  and  Quarantine  ;  the  Regulation 
of  Prostitution  ;  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of 
Cities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  meet- 

ing of  this  congress  will  be  more  fruitful  of 
results  than  the  last,  which  was  an  egregious 
failure. 

Small-pox  Items. 
The  deaths  in  the  city  of  Mexico  are  about 

one  hundred  and  fifty  a  week  of  this  dhease. 
At  Omaha,  recently,  a  red  flag  was  placed 

in  front  of  a  house  used  for  the  reception  of 
small-pox  patients.  A  large  crowd  was  at- 

tracted by  it,  who  besieged  the  front  door  and 
wondered  when  "the  auction  was  going  to 
begin."  When  informed  of  the  real  state  of 
the  case  they  scattered  "  in  double  quick.'' 

It  may  be  somelimes  beneficial  to  have  the 
small-pox.  At  Troy,  N.  Y.,  a  man  who  had 
been  insane  for  over  two  years  caught  the 
contagion,  and,  after  the  usual  run  of  the 
oisease,  recovered  not  only  his  health,  but  his 
senses,  and  is  both  physically  and  mentally  a 
well  man  He  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  is 
about  to  resume  work. 
Up  to  February  1st,  and  from  October  1st, 

Chicago,  confesses  to  only  80  dea'hs  by  small- 
pox. 

[Vol.  xx\i QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 

Small-pox  without  Eruption. 
Messrs.  Editoes  :  Will  you  answer  through  the  Medi- 

cal amd  Surgical  Reporter  the  following  qupstions  ? 
1st.  Can  a  person  have  the  small-pox  and  varioloid  with- 

out an  eruption  in  either?  2d.  If  so,  would  either  case  ba 
contagious  or  infectious? 

There  is  some  excitement  here  on  the  above  subject.  I 
have  tat  en  the  negative  of  the  questions.  I  have  had  some 
experience  with  the  di  ease,  and  have  met  it  in  all  of  it 
phases,  and  I  am  not  yet  willing  to  entertain  the  opinion 
that  a  person  may  have  the  disease  and  not  know  it,  or  ra- 

ther without  feeling  sick.  I  am  not  quite  ready  to  believe 
that  if  a  person  had,  according  to  Prof.  Wood's  practice, 
"variolous  fever"  without  any  eruption,  that  the  person  fo affected  would  be  infectious  and  liable  to  disseminate  the 
malady,  and  infect  all  with  whom  the  per°on  said  to  have 
variolous  fev^r  might  come  in  contact.  I  have  looked  upon 
the  disease  as  not  contagi  >us  during  its  s;age  of  incubation, 
but  highly  so  from  the  time  of  the  appearan'-e  of  the  erup- 

tion, until  thelast  scale  has  dropped  from  the  end  of  the  noee. 
I  shall  look  with  interest  to  the  coming  numbers  of  Re- 

porter for  an  answer  te  the  inquiries  of 
Ohio.  O.  C.  F. 
Reply. — A  person  may  have  small-pox,  variole  foud<oy- 

ante,  without  characteristic  eruption,  and  infect  others. 
Such  ca^es  die  from  the  poison  before  the  rash  has  time  to 
appear.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  very  mild  cases  where 
i here  is  variolous  fdver  without  any  eruptions.  This  is  the 
ebris  variolosa  of  Sydenham,  the  variola  sine  variolis  of 
other  authors.  But  it  is  unquestionably  capable  of  propa- 

gating the  contagion. — Eds.  Reporter. 

Use  of  Calomel. 
Messrs  Editors:  If  a  person  takes  a  dose  of  calomel 

sufficient  to  produc  e  a  free  d.scharge  fro'n  the  bowels,  will 
enough  calomel  remain  to  salivate  them,  or  does  it  ever 
occur  that  enough  ca^mel  remains  in  the  system  to  pro- 

duce ptyalism  after  it  has  produced  a  free  discharge  ? 
Some  affirm  that  it  does,  while  others  contend  that  it 
does  not.  J.  F.,  M.  D. Kentucky. 

MARRIAGES. 

Hamilton— Redhead.  At  Woodville,  Miss.,  Dr.  R.  T>. 
Hamilton,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn  ,  and  Mary  Helen,  only 
daughter  of  J)r.  J.  Redhead  of  Wilkinson  co.,  Miss. 
H oward— Bates.  Jan.  3d,  at  the  residence  of  ihe  bride's 

father,  by  Rev  J.  A.  Williams,  A.  Howard,  Esq.,  and  Min- 
nie E.  Bates,  sister  of  H.  O.  Bates,  M.  D.,  and  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  E.  and  A  M.  Bates,  of  Brockville,  Ontario. 

Johnston— Jacobus  December  27th,  1871,  by  the  Rev. 
W.  H.  Benham,  at  Ihe  residence  of  the  bride's  father,  in 
Penn  Yan,  »'.  Y.,  Dr.  Robert  Johnston,  of  Millford,  Mich., and  Minnie  E.  Jacobus. 
Leonard— Pepper.  In  this  city,  February  Sd,  by  the 

Rev.  E.  A.  Hoffman,  D  D.,  James  B.  Leonard  and  Catharine 
T.,  daughter  of  the  lat^  !>;.  William  Pepper 
Sparks— Barker.   January  23d,  at  the  Trinity  M.  E. 

Church,  of  Philadelphia,  by  Rev.  P.  Cline,  of  Pemberton, 
JSr.  J.,  assisted  by  Hev.  H.  A.  Cleveland,  pasto^,  Gfonre  W. Sparks,  M.  D  ,  and  Mias  Jennie  E.  Barker,  both  of  Ph 
delphia. 

DEATHS. 
Mitchell.  In  this  city,  February  3d,  after  a  Angering 

illness,  Mary  R.,  wife  of  the  late  Prof.  Thomas  D.  Mitchell, 
M.  D.,  of  Jefferson  Medical  Collpge 
Morgan-  At  his  residence,  246  Fulton  street,  (before  the 

fire  101  Huron  street,)  Chicago,  Illinois.  Alexander  J.  Mor- 
gan, M.  D.,  in  his  4lst  year.  "He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard University,  Mass.,  in  1853,  and  a  resident  of  Chicago  since 

1855. 
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Treatment. 
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8vo,  about  200  pp. 
Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 

and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 
views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  ligh  t 
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paid.  S.W.BUTLER, 115  South  S  ;venth  St., 
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THE  '  GENESIS    OF    CELLS,  THEIR PHYSIOLOGY,  PATHOLOGY  AND 
THERAPEU  ITCS. 

By  Alexander  S.  von  Mansfelde,  M.  Dm 

Of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Deep  in  the  recesses  of  the  hiding  place  of 
the  future  man,  we  find  many  nuclei  for  the 
development  of  hypotheses  explanatory  of 
his  generation  5  and,  turn  whatever  way  we 
please,  many  appear  probable,  with  no  other 
consequences  following  than  the  satisfaction, 
if  such  it  is,  that  under  our  name  a  specula- 

tion has  made  its  way  into  the  business  empo- 
rium of  science,  leaving  no  traces  of  being 

productive  of  dividends  however  small.  We 
intend  the  former,  and,  in  spite  of  Mephis- 
tophelian-laughter,  with  prospects  for  the 
latter. 
Imbedded  in  the  ovarian  stroma  we  find 

many  little,  truly  glandular,  apparati,  the 
sacci  ovi  of  Grafe,  the  province  of  which  is 
the  secretion  and  preparation  of  one  single 
cell,  the  material  secreted  containing  all  the 
constituents  necessary  for  the  formation  of 
the  cell ;  yes,  even  more  :  it  contains  the  ele- 

ments of  many  cells,  minus  the  plastic  mate- 
rial necessary  for  the  formation  of  cell  mem- 

branes and  the  liquid,  which  is  to  give  shape 
to  the  organ  so  formed.  Such  is  the  ovum  of 
the  animal  world.  Ready  to  fulfill  its  olfice 
it  springs  from  its  boundaries  and  meets  the 
spermatic  fluid,  and  such  is  the  attraction  that 
the  latter  not  only  enters  through  the  mem- 

brane of  the  ovum,  but  readily  finds  its  way 
to  the  contents  of  the  nucleus,  the  membrane 
of  which  breaks  and  innumerable  nuclei  are 

formed,  which,  following  the  general  law  of 
attraction,  draw  around  themselves  the  granu- 

lar masses  of  the  yelk,  and  being  encircled  by 
a  membrane,  formed  in  the  space  where  the 
fluid  has  become  void  of  the  above-mentioned 

granules,  by  coagulation,  the  solubility  rest- 
ing in  the  granules  withdrawn,  true  organic 

cells  are  created,  containing  a  part  of  the  origi- 
nal nucleolus  of  the  ovum ;  the  fluid  of  the  nu- 

cleus consisting  partly  of  the  fluid  of  the  origi- 
nal single  ovum  nucleus  and  partly  of  soro& 

of  the  sperm  fluid.  The  contents  of  the  cell 
proper  are  formed  by  the  granules  of  the 
yelk,  the  fluids  absorbed  either  from  the  albu- 

minoid substance  (the  white  of  eggs  in  birds)^ 
or  from  the  secreting  membrane  of  the  uterusv 
prepared  for  that  office,  and  part  of  the  sperm, 
fluid,  the  latter  two  of  whica  also  give  origin, 
to  the  cell  membrane. 

The  distinctive  cell  series  find  their  origin 
in  the  quantitative  chauge  of  the  cell  nucleo- 

lus which  is  not,  as  supposed,  a  solid  uuityv 
but  a  conglomerate  of  atomic  elements,  which, 
unite  in  certain  numbers  to  form,  not  a  fourth, 
or  a  half,  but  two  or  three  nucleoli ;  that  is,  a 
separation  takes  place  when  double  or  treble^ 
the  number  of  atomic  elements  a^e  present,, 
and  these  find  their  way  into  the  nucleus  by- 
absorption  from  the  cell  contents. 
As  soon  as  the  division  has  taken  place 

each  nucleolus,  for  itself,  draws  around  itself 
by  the  power  of  attraction  and  of  rotary  mo- 

tion the  product  of  heat  spent  in  the  body,  a 
part  of  the  contents  of  the  nucleus  causing 
at  the  point  intermediate  an  empty  space, 
which, following  an  universal  law,  causes  the 
membranes  of  the  nucleus  to  contract  and 
adhere ;  at  the  same  moment  the  two  new- 
formed  nuclei  separate  and  compel  the  fluid 
contents  of  the  cell  to  conform  to  the  same 
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laws  that  created  the  nucleus;  the  dividing 
membrane,  which  in  this  case  consists  of  a 
precipitate  between  the  two  central  masses, 
being  of  the  same  material  as  the  external 
wall  of  either  cell,  is  formed  by  the  chemical 
influence  of  the  material  which  is  the  peri- 

pheral layer  of  the  sphere ;  and  as  the  com- 
mon law  would  warrant,  the  lightest  of  the 

components,  in  this  case  the  liquid  fat,  pre- 
sents, as  well  known,  in  all  cells  what  is  neces- 

sary for  cell  formation.  This  fat  coming  in 
contact  with  the  fluid,  which  is  freed  from  all 
the  materials  (granules  et  cetera)  that  would 
prevent  chemical  reaction  or  affinity,  causes 
the  fibro-albuminoid  fluid,  at  the  moment  it 
lubricates  the  sphere  to  coagulate,  thus  form- 

ing a  natural  boundary  for  the  now  completed 
organic  cell. 

(May  not  this  intra-pheripheral  layer  of  fat 
be  the  true  cause  of  the  interchange  of  oxy- 

gen and  carbonic  acid,  thus  explaining  this 
physiological  phenomenon  and  giving  an  ex- 

planation to  the  idea,  our  own,  that  oxygen 
enters  from  the  arterial  capillary,  and  carbonic 
.acid  finds  its  exit  irom  the  venous  capillary ; 
fb&th  being  accompanied  by  the  food  and  de- 
ibrisof  the  cell,  the  oxygenized  cell-wall  con- 

trolling the  ingress,  and  the  carbonized  cell- 
,  membrane — this  being  opposite  the  other — 
the  egrees  of  matter  ?) 
Thus  the  same  laws  that  gave  origin  to  the 

earth,  and  caused  its  center  to  be  more  mass- 
ive and  heavy ;  the  same  band  that  permits, 

by  the  same  laws,  the  superficial  accumulation 
of  material  upon  the  globe,  is  active  and  good 
for  the  smallest  spheres — the  cells — forming 
the  master-piece  of  the  universe's  architect — 
man. 

That  life  exists  can  be  demonstrated  only 
through  the  manifestations  of  life ;  which,  in 
all  the  animate  creations,  consists  of  three 
characteristic  phenomena,  namely :  1.  Self- 
motion;  2.  Self-consciousness  (inherent 

feeling) ;  and  3.  Self-preservation.  "We 
venture  to  say  that  this  assertion  is  strictly 
true,  not  only  tor  the  animal  world,  but  also 
for  the  vegetable  kingdom,  both  presenting 
these  tokens  of  life  to  the  observer. 

It  cannot  be  the  province  of  the  writer  for 
a  strictly  scientific  journal  to  fall  into  poetic 
phantasies,  nor  is  he  expected  to  give  an  ex- 

planation to  all  his  statements,  until  any 
party,  of  course  with' the  intention  of  favor- 

ing science,  shall  bring  strong  proof  of  doubt 

as  to  the  validity  of  such  assertions.  A  jour- 
nal should  be  the  place  for  statements,  and  not 

for  long  dissertations  upon  the  subject,  both 
to  the  loss  of  the  reader  and  the  writer,  but  it 
should  be  the  home  for  contradictions  based 

upon  demonstrable  facts.  (The  Carson-Sny- 
der controversy  for  example.)  Such  has  been 

the  domain  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter,  and  the  above  cannot  be  taken  as 
a  lecture  upon  the  requirements  of  a  journal, 
but  is  to  be  a  simple  excuse,  if  we  pass  over 
to  facts  ourselves,  without  the  long  train  of 
logical  conclusions  demonstrating  such  facts 
to  others. 

The  newly  formed  cell,  having  all  the  attri- 
butes characteristic  of  the  same,  minus  a  defi- 

ciency in  quantity,  strives,  governed  by  the 
law  of  equilibrium,  to  remedy  such  fault,  by 
absorbing  from  the  surrounding  Quids  matter 
which  stands  in  chemical  and  physical  relation 
to  the  cell  contents ;  this  constitutes  dilation 
of  the  cell,  the  first  independent  act  of  the 
living  structure ;  this  is  followed  as  a  natural 
consequence  by  contraction,  provided  the  cell- 
membrane  is  built  of  elastic  material,  which, 
no  doubt,  is  the  case.  If  the  dilation  is  fol- 

lowed by  absorption  of  matter,  the  contrac- 
tion must  be  followed  by  excretion  of  material. 

Dilation  and  contraction  are  the  only  motions 
of  cells,  whether  it  be  a  sperm-cel)  or  a  female 
ovum ;  the  cell  of  a  blacksmith's  deltoid,  or  the 
cell  of  the  leaf  of  the  noli-me-tangere. 
Hease  to  observe  that  the  nerve-eells  are 

subject  to  the  same  law,  and  readily  admit 
and  give  off  materials :  the  former  consisting 
of  nutritive  particles ;  the  latter  of  excretory 
matter,  to  serve  again  its  part  in  the  economy 
of  the  body,  which  may  be,  in  this  instance,  a 
fluid  irritant ,  causing  the  cell-walls  with  which 
it  comes  in  contact  to  contract,  or  have  the 
same  effect,  when  some  of  it  has  entered  the 
organ.  The  latter  seems  to  be  more  plausible, 

as  all  the  cells,  of  whatever  description,  ex- 
cepting those  that  have  assumed  the  condition 

of  rest  (bone-cells),  contract  and  dilate  at  the 
same  time,  establishing  thus  a  rythmical  mo- 

tion, provided  the  individual  organs  are  not 
interfered  with,  by  which  we  understand  not 
a  certain  machine  performing  a  specific  func- 

tion, but  a  series  of  cells  alike  in  every  re- 
spect. It  is  well  known  that  under  such  cir- 

cumstances other  structures  sympathize  with 
the  one  interfered  with.  Is  this  not  a  satis- 

factory explanation  of  the  formation  of  the 
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pulse  and  its  irregularities  ?  The  pulsation  of 
the  venous  blood  is  surely  the  same  as  that 
of  the  arterial  system,  and  would  be  as  plainly 
manifested  if  it  flowed  from  larger  vessels  in- 

to smaller  ones,  like  the  arterial  blood  ;  the 
impulse  is  certainly  given  by  the  rythmical 
contraction  and  dilation  of  all  the  cells  of  the 
body,  even  those  of  the  vessels  themselves. 

That  the  feeling  or  self-consciousness  of  the 
cells  is  a  part  of  their  individual  character  and 
not  the  product  of  a  special  set  of  organs,  or 
cells,  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  other  materi- 

als than  nerve  matter,  are  capable  of  demon- 
strating the  subjectivity  of  each  cell.  How 

will  any  one  explain  the  fact  that  the  sperma- 
tozoon can  be  caused  to  increase  and  decrease 

its  rythms  of  motion,  to  the  option  of  the 
operator,  by  materials  having  no  analogy 
with  nerves  or  nerve  matter  ?  Again,  who 
will  explain  the  motion  of  the  peripheral  cells 
of  the  fetus  and  those  of  its  heart,  either  of 
which  have  no  sign  of  nerves,  by  the  influence 
of  nerve  force  ?  We  can-not  be  made  to  find  the 
products  of  a  force  in,  or  emanating  from,  a 
cell,  if  that  attribute  does  not  exist  in  the 
structure,  but  can  well  realize  its  manifesta- 

tions when  existing  in  the  organ,  being  called 
forth  by  influences  foreign  to  it.  We  are  told 
that  flowers  have  no  nerves  however  diminu- 

tive ;  whence  do  they  derive  their  power  of 
self  consciousness,  or  feeling,  which  has  been 
demonstrated  to  exist  ? 

A  row  or  mass  of  cells  being  formed  and 
dilating  and  contracting  will,  through  the 
fluids  absorbed  and  excreted,  give  the  fluids 
surrounding  them  an  impulse  of  motion 
governed  by  the  attraction  toward  them  and 
the  expulsion  from  them ;  thus  the  nutritive 

i  fluid  is  drawn  toward  the  periphery  and  the 
execretions,  mingling  with  the  advancing  fluid, 
are  sent  from  the  periphery.  The  nutritive 
fluid  gliding  along  the  cells  will  coat  the  same, 
not  like  glue  does  wood,  but  leaving  the  pores 
of  the  cell  walls  open,  caused  by  the  dilation 
and  contraction  of  the  cells  ;  thus  natural 
channels  are  formed  accomodating  themselves 

I  to  the  cells,  as  they  happen  to  be  grouped. 
These  canals  are  the  capillaries,  existing  prior 
to  the  formation  of  the  larger  vessels,  even 
before  the  heart  manifests  its  province  as  a 

1  whole  organ.  Could  endosmosis  ever  accom- 
plish the  same  object  and  be  followed  by  the 

same  consequences?  No,  it  could  not  even 
favor  nutrition,  doing  justice  to  every  cell. 

Endosmosis  may  have  an  influence  in  regard 
to  the  kind  of  food  absorbed  by  each  cell  com- 

plex, but  never  had,  or  will  have,  any  control 
over  the  self-preservation  of  cells.  This  third 
act  of  life  belongs  to  each  individual  cell,  is 
part  of  its  own  character,  and  takes  origin  in 
the  cell. 

We  could  extend  this  subject  ad  libitum  et 
infinitum  if  space  would  permit,  but  choose  to 
omit  examples  and  further  proof  until  occa- 

sion shall  arrive  for  their  special  observation, 
and  close  observing  that  the  same  trichotomy 
does  not  only  exist  in  the  physical  but  also  in 
the  psychical  man.  The  food  for  psyche,  de- 

rived through  the  conception  of  the  senses,  is 
assimilated  through  the  analyzing  power  of 

understanding ;  the  product  thought  is  incar- 
nated by  reason.  What  upon  the  one  side  is 

known  as  the  real,  is  on  the  other  the  ideal, 
and  in  our  scientific  labors  the  solution  of  the 

materials  take  place,  retrogressive  metamor- 
phosis is  completed,  when  the  ideal  is  trans- 

planted into  the  real,  et  vice  versa.  The  former 
includes  the  manifestations  of  psychical  life, 
the  latter  those  of  physical ;  but  in  both  in- 

stance the  three  great  landmarks  of  life  are 
witnessed,  namely :  self-motion,  conception, 
self-consciousness,  knowledge,  self-preserva- 

tion, and  reason. 

The  physiological  condition  of  the  cell  is 
centered  in  its  growth,  its  manifestations  of 
mature  life  and  the  decline  to  which  all  or- 

ganic creatures  are  subject,  the  time  for  such 
changes  being  the  true  criterion  for  the  regu- 

larity of  these  processes,  and  any  divergency 
therefrom  will,  nay  must,  be  witnessed  by  the 
derangement  of  motion,  consciousness  and 
preservation.  Thus,  true  pathology  com- 

mences at  the  time  and  place,  when  and 
where  healthy  condition  ceases.  This  latter 
character  lies  in  the  cell  only  ;  is  it  not  plain 
that  the  former  must  not  be  looked  for  else- 

where ? 
1.  The  nucleolus,  or  compound  atomic  unity 

may  cease  to  be  developed,  or  its  attraction 
of  its  own  kind  so  deficient,  that  as  a  conse- 

quence the  cell  will  deca} . 
2.  Or  its  development  may  no  more  be  in 

harmony  with  the  laws  governing  its  atomic 
composition,  or  molecular  division,  and  then 
abnormal  growths  will  be  the  result,  cancers, 
epitheliomata,  etc. 

3.  The  contents  of  the  cell  may  increase  or 
decrease,  caused  by  hyper  or  sub- nutrition, 
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thus  giving  rise  to  the  long  train  of  sthenic 
and  asthenic  diseases. 

4.  They  may  change  in  composition  and 
then  give  rise  (a)  to  pathological  deposits ; 
the  tubercular  matter,  the  cheesy  formations, 
calcareous  deposits,  etc.,  or  (6)  liquefy,  and  thus 
favor  absorption  and  death  of  the  cell,  or  pre- 

pare the  place  for  new  formations,  as  fatty 
degeneration.  But  all  these  abnormalities 
must  be  governed  by  the  cell  membrane  ;  and 
observe  that  in  this  tissue  no  powers  exist  but 
the  purely  physical  conditions,  dilation  and 
contraction,  under  control  of  self  conscious- 

ness of  the  cell.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
pathology  must  restrict  itself  upon  the  arrest 
of  these  functions.  This  interference  with 
dilation  and  contraction  may  take  origin  : 

5.  (a).  In  the  cell  by  matters  admitted,  of 
course,  foreign  to  the  cell  contents.  The 
diuretics,  diaphoretics,  cathartics,  the  astrin- 

gents (gallic  acid),  some  sedatives,  et  cetera, 
will  counteract  this  condition,  are  also  dila- 

tors of  the  cell,  if  in  a  contracted  condition. 
(6),  It  may  be  affected  externally  by  the  con- 

dition of  the  blood,  containing  certain  metals 
in  solution,  as  iron,  or  the  acids  and  acid  salts 
which  will  favor  contraction  of  tissue  if  a  di- 

lated condition  exist  (cholera  infantum, 
dropsy,  hemorrhage,  etc). 

(c).  Lastly,  this  action  may  be  arrested  alto- 
gether either  by  the  deposit  of  concrete  mat- 

ter in  the  cell,  as  bone  cells  from  cartilage 
cells  or  tuberculous  cells  from  gland  cells,  or 
by  externally  acting  influences,  the  caustics 
and  acrid  matteis. 

Glancing  over  this  synopsis  of  cellular  pa- 
thology we  will  observe  for  treatment : 

1.  Diseases  upon  which  we  look  with  dis- 
may, deploring  our  ignorance  of  pathologi- 

cal chemistry.  These  diseases  belong  to 
the  physiologist,  pathologist  and  chemist. 
(Tuberculosis.) 

2.  Diseases  which  are  cured  by  the  knife, 
because  physiological  chemistry  has  not  ad- 

vanced far  enough  to  do  away  with  such  a 
crude  substitute.  These  disorders  belong  to 
the  physiologist  and  chemist,  for  they  are 
only  diversions  fron<  the  physiological  condition. 
(Carcinomata.) 

3.  Diseases  which  are  treated  successfully 
by  hygienic  ordinances.  These  disorders 
belong  to  the  parents,  the  teachers,  the  public- 
lecturers. 

4.  Diseases  cured  by  remedies  proper.  This 

class  of  disorders  is  the  one  with  which 
the  practitioner  will  have  to  battle,  and  this 
alone  would  give  him,  if  faithfully  attended 
to,  the  right  to  be  preeminently  the  scientific 
man,  and  opens  a  perfectly  satisfying  sphere 
for  his  good  will.  Indeed,  this  alone,  when 
ratified,  will  stamp  the  name  of  gabble  upon 
opinions  too  much  held  to  do  the  profession 
any  good,  and  even  favored  by  the  public 
press.  (See  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter, 
No.  4,  1872,  editorial.)  Making  deductions 
from  the  physiological  and  pathological  con- 

ditions herein  enumerated,  we  observe  at 
once  that  the  therapeutic  f  act  received  favor3 
in  no  manner  the  idea  held,  that  medicines 
are  of  any  benefit,  the  obscure  origin  (nature) 
of  which  is  followed  by  no  less  mysterious 
consequences ;  but  on  the  contrary,  it  bids 
fair  to  place  the  remedy  where  it  belongs, 
in  relation  to  the  malady  which  it  is  to 
cure. 

"We  must  again,  as  on  page  489,  vol.  xxv., 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  declare, 
that  no  matter,  under  whatever  name  or  po- 

tency it  be  administered,  will  become  a  reme- 
dy except  it  be  the  true  specific,  i.  e  ,  changes 

the  abnormality  into  the  condition  standard 
health  would  indicate.  Again,  on  page  468, 
vol.  xxiv.,  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 

porter, we  say  that  all  medicines  must  come 
in  contact  with  the  cells  upon  which  they  are 
to  exert  their  influence,  either  by  combining 
with  the  contents  of  the  cell,  or  acting  through 

their  own  power,  perhaps  as  foreign  sub- 
stances, or  chemically  influencing  the  cell- 

walls  as  parts  of  the  fluid  surrounding  them, 
and  that  such  action  must  always  center  upon 
a  certain  amount  of  dilation  or  contraction  of 
the  cell- walls. 

(All  sympathetic  action  being  of  course  ex- 
cepted.) 

There  are  medicines  that  create  diaphoresis, 
water ;  that  excite  hypersecretion  of  the  sweat 
glands,  tartar  emetic;  and  some  which  affect 
other  organs,  will,  by  sympathy,  produce  dia- 

phoresis, opium.  Which  is  the  true  remedy 
for  non-secretion  of  sweat  ?  Or,  in  other  words, 
which  is  the  specific  diaphoretic? 

Will  any  one  venture  to  say  that  opium  is 
not  followed  by  a  lessened  secretion  irom  the 
glandular  apparati  ?  Does  not  the  experience 
of  ages  certify  such  action  ?  How  is  it,  that 
the  secretion  of  the  sweat  glands  fliws  abund- 

antly after  its  administraiion  ?  An  explana- 
tion we  have  tried  to  give  on  pages  478-81, 
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vol.  xxiv,  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter. Tartar  emetic  is  followed  by  the 

same  consequences,  minus  the  interference' 
•with  other  secretion  ?  Where  is  the  chemical 
analogy  between  the  two  ?  Where  their  thera- 

peutic equality  ?  There  is  none.  Yet  they 
act  in  one  instance  alike— they  are  both  dia- 

phoretics. One  of  our  honored  teachers  had 
a  remedy  belonging  to  the  same  order,  but 
little  known,  though  very  effective  ;  we  have 
reference  to  a  dose  of  black  bear.  We  assure 
the  reader  that  the  sweat  will  find  abundant 
cause  to  flow  without  the  assistance  of  opium, 
tartar  emetic,  or  any  other  diaphoretic,  when 
the  above  dose  approaches  to  embrace  the 
patient  with  all  its  potency.  Both  opium  and 
black  bear  produce  diaphoresis — the  one  by 
forcing  the  fluids  of  the  body  toward  situations 
to  which  it  is  not  capable  of  coming,  the 
other  by  a  paralyse  of  the  central  motor 
nerve  plexus .  etc. — but  they  are  not  the  true 
remedy,  the  true  specific  so  long  scorned  at; 
this  enters  the  cells  of  the  glands  and  causes 
them  to  dilate,  admittiug  thus  more  food  and 
giving  rise  to  greater  cell-work ;  consequently 
the  products  of  cell-labor  appear  more  pro- 

fusely. Diaphoresis  is  produced  through  the 
specific  action  of  tartar  emetic.  Many  such 
remedial  fraternities  could  be  cited,  but  when 
the  cause  of  the  friendship  becomes  clear, 
little  will  remain  but  a  dependency  of  one 
upon  the  other.  (Is  it  not  the  same  in  the 
world  at  large?) 

An  old  writer  said:  "Give  me  the  exact 
atomic  structure  of  rhubarb  and  ipecac,  and 
I  will  tell  you  why  rhubarb  purges  and  ipecac, 

vomits."  We  say,  give  us  the  physiological 
chemistry  of  the  healthy  cell — let  us  have  an 
insight  into  the  chemico-pathological  changes 
of  a  cell,  and  we  will  place  before  you  a  large 
number  of  agents,  specific  remedies  analogous 
with  the  physiological  condition  of,  but  an- 

tagonistic to,  the  pathological  invasions  upon 
the  cell. 

We  shall  have  received  good  dividends  from 
our  labor  if  we  should  only  enlist  our  true 
friend  of  medical  learniug  to  give  testimony 
to  the  fact,  that  he  has  in  his  power  a  specific 
for  the  abnormal  condition  of  one  peculiar  set 
of  cells,  the  skillful  administration  of  which 
will  avert  a  long  train  of  serious  consequen- 

ces. Then  another  step  has  been  taken  to 
establish  a  therapeutic  science. 

SUPPOSED  CASKS  OF  POISON  BY  THE 

AILANTHUS  GLANDUI/^SUS,  OR 
TREE  OF  HEAVEN. 

Br  G.  K.  Meschter,  M.  D., 

Of  Worcester,  Pa. 

I  was  called  to  the  family  of  Mr.  K.  about 
the  middle  of  November.  On  my  arrival  I 
found  Mrs.  K  .  a  woman  past  the  turn  of  life, 

my  patient.  This  woman's  own  idea  was  that 
she  had  dyspepsia,  as  she  had  been  troubled 
with  a  weak  stomach  for  many  years.  From 

this  patient's  cachectic  appearance  I  suspected 
some  more  serious  disorder  than  that  of  a 

weak  stomach.  A  dry  and  sallow  skin ;  ac- 
celerated pulse;  coated  tongue;  epigastric 

pain  ;  constipated  bowels  ;  lumbar  pain  ;  dif- 
ficult urination— these  were  her  symptoms.  I 

prescribed  a  bitter  tonic  and  a  diuretic. 
Several  days  afterward,  on  ny  second  visit, 
I  found  my  patient  no  better ;  and  now  the 
youngest  daughter,  a  girl  set.  twenty  years, 
was  complaining,  the  symptoms  in  this  case 

being  similar  to  those  of  the  mother's.  This 
second  patient,  I  was  told  then,  had  not  en- 

joyed her  usual  health  for  some  time.  On 
subsequent  visits  I  found  my  patients  getting 
worse ;  vomiting  supervened  in  both  case  , 
with  severe  and  persistent  pain  in  the  stomach. 
And  now  another  daughter  took  sick,  the 
phenomena  in  this  latter  case  being  similar  ia 
character  to  the  others. 

I  suspected  poison  of  some  kind  the  cause 
of  this  suffering  ;  for  all  of  this  family  were 
now  sick  save  one,  Mr.  K.  himself;  and  he 
being  a  carpenter  by  trade,  was  absent  from 
home  much  of  his  time.  Here  then  were  three 
sick  women  in  one  and  the  same  family,  with 
no  difference  in  their  symptoms  save  in  degree, 
all  getting  worse  ;  and  soon  all  of  them  were 
confined  to  their  beds.  The  same  disease  at- 

tacked Mr.  K.  afterward,  but  he  was  never 
confined  to  his  bed.  All  ray  efforts  to  discover 
a  cause  of  this  sickness  were  fruitless  thus  far, 

In  reply  to  inquiries  I  was  informed  that  they 
were  getting  their  water  at  their  neighbors, 
who  were  using  the  same  water  likewise  for 
domestic  use.  A;?  these  patients'  symptoms 
were  alike,  I  give  the  history  of  one  of  them 
somewhat  more  in  detail. 

In  the  worst  form  the  face  presented  a  jaun- 
diced or  dingy  aspect,  and  in  this  hue  the  eye 

sympathized.  In  one  case  the  countenance 
was  fixed  and  anxious.  The  skin  was  dry. 
The  pulse  was  frequent  and  soft,  ranging  from 
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coat,  a  yellowish  fur  on  the  tongue,  save  at 
the  tip  and  edges,  thus  presenting  the  appear- 

ance of  a  tongue  that  is  cleansing.  There  was 
tenderness  over  the  region  of  the  liver,  and 
in  one  case  apparent  enlargement  of  this  or- 

gan. But  the  main  cause  of  suffering  was  pain 
in  the  epigastric  region,  and  persistent  vomit- 

ing, this  pain  being  paroxysmal  in  character, 
at  times  almost  excruciating.  Pain  in  the 
back  was  also  a  constant  symptom.  The  urine 
was  with  difficulty  voided  in  two  of  the  cases, 
and  the  bowels  obstinately  constipated  in  all. 
I  went  to  the  family  where  the  K's.  got  their 
water.  This  family  consists  of  four  ladies. 
These  women  tell  me  they  never  drank  water 
at  their  meals,  always  using  infusions  of  tea 
or  coffee,  mostly  coffee,  and  rarely  drank  any 
water  at  all.  A  paradise  tree,  they  told  me, 
gave  the  water  a  bad  taste.  And  this  was 
particularly  noticeable  in  summer,  when  the 
tree  had  shed  blossoms  on  the  ground.  We 
discontinued  the  use  of  this  water  in  the  K. 
family,  and  from  that  very  day  the  patients 
began  to  improve,  and  made  good  and  com- 

paratively fast  recoveries,  almost  without 
medicine  ;  while  previous  to  that  discontinu- 

ance, medicine  or  no  medicine,  they  gradually 
got  worse.  The  members  of  the  K.  family, 
I  should  have  mentioned,  never  drank  any- 

thing but  water  from  said  well. 

The  cause  of  this  disorder,  then,  I  believe 
to  have  been  water  poisoned  by  the  so-called 
paradise  tree,  tree  of  heaven,  the  ailanthus 
glandulosus  of  the  botanists.  In  this  opinion 
I  am  sustained  by  my  friend  Br.  I.  F.  Lam- 

bert of  Hatfield,  who  saw  these  patients  with 
me.  The  roots  of  this  tree  are  ramifying  the 
ground  in  every  direction  around,  if  not  in,  the 
welJ ;  its  thick,  awkward  looking  boughs  reach 
over  it ;  while  in  early  summer  the  ground 
was  literally  covered  with  blossoms  around 
it.  And  frequently,  they  tell  me,  the  peculiar 
bitter  taste  so  characteristic  of  this  tree  was 
imparted  to  the  water.  It  may  be,  too,  in  au- 

tumn and  early  winter,  when  the  sap  is  mostly 
in  the  roots,  that  more  of  the  poisonous 
properties  are  given  up  by  the  roots  and  thus 
Imparted  to  the  water  than  at  any  other  sea- 

son of  the  year. 
I  should  have  mentioned  that  this  trouble 

came  on  very  gradually  in  the  K.  family ;  and 
that  their  neighbors  who  used  of  the  same 
water  were  at  times  not  exempt  from  like 

complaints ;  this  latter  family,  however,  al- 
ways drank  infusions,  as  I  stated  above.  An 

infusion  of  half  a  pint  of  the  bark  of  this  tree 
caused  severe  nausea  in  my  own  person.  A 
horse  tied  to  a  Paradise  tree  will  not  touch  it ; 
and  1  have  noticed  also  that  cows  will  not  eat 
the  grass  that  grows  near  the  sprouts  that 
shoot  up  from  the  roots  of  this  tree.  Cattle 
will  thus  avoid  it  as  they  do  Lobelia  inflata. 

*Of  the  properties  of  this  tree  but  little  is 
known,  it  being  introduced  into  this  country 
during  the  present  century  as  a  merely  orna- 

mental tree,  and  not  for  any  valuable  proper- 
ties. It  is  but  briefly  and  incidentally  noticed 

in  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  works. 
Asa  Gray  assigns  to  ailanthus  a  place  among 
the  Rutacea,  to  which  the  only  native  plants 
of  the  Middle  States  are  zanthoxylon  (the 
prickly  ash  or  toothache  tree) ;  and  Ptelea  (the 

hop  tree).  Of  this  last  he  says  :  "  The  odor 
of  the  flowers  is  disagreeable,  but  not  so  much 
as  those  of  the  Ailanthus  glandulosus,  whose 
flowers,  are  redolent  of  anything  but  airs  from 
heaven."  Lindley,  however,  separates  Zan- 

thoxylon from  Rutacea,  and  has  it  in  an  order 
Zanthoxylon,  which  order  is  not  given  by 
Gray. 

The  properties  of  these  orders,  as  given  by 
Lindley,  are  :  Of  zanthoxylon,  nearly 
all  aromatic  and  pungent,  Zanthoxyl,  and 
prickly  ash,  are  powerfully  sudorific  and 
diaphoretic,  and  remarkable  for  their  power 
in  exciting  salivation,  whether  applied  to 
the  gums  or  taken  internally.  The  Rutacea, 
anti-dysenterica ;  a  plant  of  this  order  con- 

tains a  poisonous  principle,  similar  to  that  of 
strychnia,  but  twelve  to  sixteen  times  less  en- 

ergetic. Of  Rutacea  he  says  :  11  Their  power- 
ful odor  and  bitterness  characterizes  them; 

they  act  principally  upon  the  nerves. "  Com- 
mon pine  and  another  species  are  said  to 

be  emmenagogue,  anthelmintic  and  sudorific. 
The  Ailanthus,  therefore,  seems  to  belong  to 
orders  of  which  some  of  the  species  have  con- 

siderable effect  on  the  human  system.  The 
species  belonging  to  the  same  natural  order 
are  supposed  or  believed  to  be  generally 
somewhat  similar  in  their  medicinal,  salutary  or 

poisonous  properties,  varying  much  in  de- 
gree, but  still  having  more  or  less  of  the  gen- 

eral properties  of  the  order. 

*I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  of  Consho- 
hocken,  for  information  in  regard  to  the  history  and  bo« 
tanical  relations  of  this  tree. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Surgical  Service  of  Prof.  D.  Hates  Agnew. 

[reported  by  de  f.  willard,  m.  d.] 
Neuroma. 

Here  is  a  woman  who  has  been  before  the 
classes  of  this  university  upon  several  previous 
occasions,  suffering  from  a  disease  similar  to 
that  which  you  see  upon  her  wrist.  It  is  a  tumor 
of  the  size  ot  a  walnut,  movable,  firm  and 
dense,situated  over  the  line  of  the  ulnar  nerve. 
This  is  now  the  sixth  or  seventh  time  that  I 
have  been  called  upon  to  remove  these  growths 
from  various  parts  of  her  body  ;  and  as  they 
were  all  neuromata,  it  is  but  right  to  infer  that 
this  is  the  same.  As  the  others  were  not  ex- 

amined with  the  microscope  I  am  unable  to  say 
whether  they  were  true  or  fibro-neuromata. 
Their  multiple  occurrence,  together  with  the 
comparative  freedom  from  pain,  would  indi- 

cate the  latter,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
regional  recurrence  would  favor  the  idea  of 
their  being  true  neuromata.  By  a  true  neuro- 

ma, nerve  tumor,  I  mean  one  which  is  composed 
entirely  of  nerve  filaments,  and  one  which  is 
exceedingly  painful.  The  best  illustrations 
are  the  apparently  fruitless  attempts  of  nature 
at  nerve  regeneration,  seen  in  the  club-shaped 
nodules  in  amputated  stumps,  so  excessively 
painful,  and  so  often  requiring  excision.  Such 
proliferations  would  be  similar  in  their  object 
10  tfce  excess  of  callus  in  the  healing  of  a  bone. 
Fibromatous  neuroma  are  more  common,  and 

consist  partially  of  newly-formed  nerve  fila- 
ments, or  of  fibrous  filaments  in  or  upon  the 

nerve  trunk  themselves,  and  in  fact  most  of 
the  so-called  neuromata  are  but  fibro-neuro- 

mata, or  possibly  fibre-sarcomata.  The  fact 
that  many  of  these  tumors  show  peculiar  fine 
bundle-like  filaments,  well  supplied  with 
nuclei,  has  often,  no  doubt,  led  to  the  idea 
that  they  were  gray  nerve-filaments. 

In  these  tumors  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
dissect  off  all  the  filaments  which  are  often 
spread  out  over  its  suiface,  and  it  is  frequently 
necessary  to  cut  the  nerve  directly  across  and 
resect  a  portion.  In  some  severe  cases,  where 
the  tumor  has  been  large,  and  upon  an  import- 

ant nerve,  as  the  sciatic,  with  great  accompa- 
nying pain,  it  has  even  been  recommended  by 

surgeons  that  the  limb  be  sacrificed. 
The  cause  and  origin  of  these  tumors  is 

very  obscure,  local  injury  seeming  frequently 
to  play  an  important  part.  Yet  this  could 
not  be  the  case  in  those  instances  where  such 
numbers  exist,  and  where  many  different  por- 

tions of  the  body  are  affected.  In  these  cases 
the  cause  seems  to  be  constitutional,  and  the 
number  of  these  little  bodies  may  be  very 
great,  even  reaching  several  hundred  in  a  sin- 

gle individual. 
The  solitary  and  traumatic  neuromata  are 

the  most  painful,  the  agony  being  sometimes 
most  intense,  especially  if  the  tumor  is  pressed 

upon. There  is  a  small  form  of  these  nerve  tumors 
known  as  painful  subcutaneous  tubercles, 
which  present  themselves  as  little,  hard  lenti- 

cular knots  along  the  lines  of  the  nerves  be- 
neath the  skin.  They  seem  to  be  the  result 

of  a  form  of  chronic  inflammation,  and  often 
give  rise  to  extreme  pain,  with  exacerbations 
at  changes  of  temperature,  or  under  mental 
depressions.  These  are  sufficiently  common 
to  render  it  our  duty  to  search  for  them  when- 

ever a  case  of  neuralgia  occurs  whose  cause  is 
obscure,  since  their  removal  may  be  all-sutli- 
cient  to  effect  its  relief.  Even  epileptic  con- vulsions are  said  to  have  ceased  after  their 
excisson. 

There  are  a]so  the  true  neuromata  found 
after  amputations,  and  of  which  I  have  spo 
ken, which  usually  consist  of  bulbous  expan- 

sions. A  stump  may  be  sensitive  from  a  pe- 
culiar irritated  condition  of  the  nerves,  either 

from  such  bulbous  growths  or  from  pressure 
upon  the  nerves  by  the  cicatrix  or  other  tis- 

sue, or  from  too  scanty  covering  of  the  bone. 
When  the  enlarged  nerves  can  be  lelfc  in  the 
stump  it  is  wise  to  lay  it  open,  and  excise 
the  diseased  portion  ;  but  when  there  is  no 
such  enlargement,  but  simply  a  sensitive  con- 

dition of  the  nerve  itself,  a  reamputation  is 
often  the  only  means  of  cure.  Even  this 
may  not  be  successful  in  some  extreme  cases, 
and  I  now  recall  the  instance  of  a  patient 
who  submitted  to  one  or  two  re-amputations 
without  any  relief  whatever.  The  pain  was 
most  excruciating  and  could  only  be  relieved 
by  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia,  a 
remedy  which  is  open  to  the  objection  that 
it  must  eventually  become  a  baneful  habit, 
and  necessitate  immense  dosts  to  produce  its 
therapeutical  effect.  I  finally  decided  that 
another  amputation  would  be  useless,  and  ac- 

cordingly exposed  and  dissected  out  the  axil- 
lary plexus.  For  a  few  months  I  feared  that 

even  this  would  prove  infcftectua',but  after  that time  the  pain  gradually  subsided  and  I  know 
that  he  is  now  entirely  well.  In  any  opera- 

tion upon  a  nerve,  you  should  inform  your 
patient  beforehand  that  entire  relief  may 
not  immediately  be  experienced,  but  that 
pain  will  continue  to  a  certain  extent  until 
the  nerves  have  time  to  become  quiescent, 
like|waves  after  a  storm. 

I  will  now  again  extirpate  this  growth  for 
our  patient,  informing  her,  however,  that 
there  may  be  return  either  upon  this  nerve 
or  some  of  the  others. 

[The  growth  was  now  exposed  by  a  straight 
incision,  and  the  nerve  filaments  slowly  dissect- 

ed off  the  mass,  the  nerve  itself  not  requiring 
cisiou.  It  proved  to  be  a  fibro-neuroma.  The  ex- 
wound  was  closed  with  wire  interrupted  sutu- 

res, and  a  dry  lint  dressing  applied.  It  healed 
quickly.— DeF.  W.J 
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Inverted  Toe-nail. 

The  next  patient  is  a  woman  who  is  suffer- 
ing from  an  inverted  toe-nail.  The  circum- 

ferential tissues  are  red,  indurated  and  in- 
flamed, while  upon  either  side  is  a  large  crop 

of  granulations.  She  has  been  a  great  euf- 
furer  for  tuauy  months,  and  it  is  evident  that 
no  improvement  will  take  place  while  the  of- 

fending cause  remains,  consequently  it  must 
be  removed  at  once.  In  the  commencement 
of  this  difficulty  a  cure  may  sometimes  be  af- 

fected by  elevating  the  edges  of  the  nail  with 
pledgers  of  cotton,  while  the  center  is  thinned 
by  paring,  hut  quite  frequently  this  process 
proves  ineffectual,  and  an  operation  becomes 
necessary.  When  granulations  exist  they 
may  be  pared  off  or  sprinkled  with  red 
oxide  of  mercury  or  calomel.  The  removal  of 
a  nail,  however,  is  not  of  serious  import,  since 
a  ;ough  skin  soon  forms,  which  is  perfectly 
competent  to  sustain  the  future  pressure,  pro- 

vided the  boot*  are  properly  constructed.  The 
chief  causes  of  this  disease  are  tight  shoes, 
high  heels,  and  improper  paring  of  the  nails, 
which  should  always  be  cut  square  across, 
leaving  the  corners  untouched. 

In  operating,  one  side  only  may  be  removed, 
or  the  entire  nail  taken  away,  the  latter  being 
the  preferable  pi  an  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

It  is  an  exceedingly  painful'procedure,  and should  never  be  undertaken  without  full  an- 
aesthesia. When  this  is  accomplished  the 

haudle  of  the  scalpel  will  eas  ly  separate  the 
nail  from  its  lateral  and  inferior  attachments, 
so  that  it  can  be  torn  out  by  a  pair  of  strong 
forceps.  The  chief  cause  of  failure  after  this 
operation  is  due  to  the  neglect  in  destroying 
the  matrix.  It  must  be  thoroughly  sloughed 
out  wit  a  bolid  caustic  potassa,  but  care  must 
be  taken  that  the  action  be  not  too  long  con- 

tinued, else  necrosis  of  the  phalanx  may  read- 
ily follow.  Acetic  acid  or  oil  are  the  best 

neutralizes. 
(The  nail  was  now  removed  and  the  abundant 

ciop  of  granulations  shaved  away.  Caustic 
potash  was  freely  applied,  quickly  followed 
by  a  piece  of  lint  saturated  in  oil.  This  dress 
ing  will  remain  for  twenty-four  hours,  after 
which  a  flaxseed  meal  poultice  must  be  con- 

tinued tor  several  days,  the  granulations  being 
subsequently  stimulated  by  ung.  hydr.  oxid. 
rub.  uaiil  a  cure  is  effected.    DeF.  W.) 

Induration  from  Abscess* 
The  next  case  is  a  man  who  received 

an  injury  some  weeks  since,  upon  his 
finger.  An  abscess  formed  which  opened  of 
its  own  accord,  and  i*  still  discharging  through 
a  sinus.  The  finger  is  greatly  swollen  and 
indurated,  but  from  its  appearance  and  that 
of  the  mouth  of  the  sinus,  I  should  not  be  in- 

clined to  say  that  dead  bone  was  present. 
The  probe,  moreover,  does  not  reveal  its 
presence,  and  I  think  this  induration  is  sim- 

ply inflammatory.  To  remove  this  I  shall 
order  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
(40  grams  to  the  ounce)  to  be  daily  applied 

over  the  entire  phalanx,  the  same  being 
subsequently  dressed  with  cerat.  resin® 
comp.— Deshler's  salve.  Friction,  col'4  dou- 

ches, etc.,  may  also  assist  in  the  return  of  this 
member  to  its  former  usefulness. 

Medical  Societies. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  STATE 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

[reported  by  t.  d.  crotiiers,  m.  d.] 
The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 

York  met  in  the  common  council  chamber,  at 
11  o'clock  A.  M  ,  Tuesday,  February  6fch,  at 
Albanv.  to  hold  its  sixty-^ixch  annual  meet- 

ing. The  president,  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Wey,  called 
the  members  to  order,  after  which  Rev.  Dr. 
Snively,  of  St.  Peter's  church,  offered  prayer. 
The  president  then  delivered  his  inaugural 
address.  The  following  are  some  of  the  chief 
points  of  interest : The  immediate  and  remote  effects  of  medi- 

cal fellowship  are  illustrated  by  the  history 
of  this  society.  Insensibly,  but  with  great 
power,  it  has  exercised  its  influence  upon 
every  section  of  the  State.  It  has  so  materi- 

ally elevated  sentiment  in  remote  districts, 
under  the  form  of  combination  among  medical 
men,  even  though  few  in  number,  that  the 
greater  and  more  enlarged  interests  of  the 
profession  have  been  conserved  and  perpetu- 

ated. An  element  like  a  medical  organiza- 
tion, regularly  and  earnestly  sustained,  has  so 

often  proven  the  means  of  resisting  error 
among  the  people,  of  inducing  obedience  to 
the  standard  of  ethics  and  doctrine  and  of  in- 

dividual profit  and  advantage  to  its  members, 
that  its  value  cannot  be  adequately  estimated. 

No  one  who  has  observed  the  "evidence  of medical  growth  and  strength  will  question 
that  incalculable  good  develops  out  of  profes- 

sional intercourse  that  has  passed  beyond  the 
technicalities  of  constitutional  amendments 
aud  the  alteration  of  by-laws,  and  attained  a 
condition  that  savors  absolutely  of  legitimate 
scientific  improvement.  The  fact  has  been 
repeatedly  demonstrated,  in  a  survey  of  the 
medical  societies  of  the  Slate,  that  the  provi- 

sions of  the  code  of  ethics  sre  most  faithfully 
and  conscieutously  observed,  and  the  per- 

sonal standard  of  character  ranks  highest  in 
those  counties  and  organizations  in  which  ac- 

tive, hearty  fellowship  is  maintained.  I  may 
add  respecting  the  code  of  ethics  adopted  by 
this  society,  and  antedating  all  other  Ameri- 

can codes,  which,  in  some  quarters,  has  been 
ridiculed  and  despised  as  effemiuate  and  cir- 

cumscribed iu  its  teaching,  that  it  is  grounded 
upon  a  basis  of  morals  which  comprehends 
aud  illustrates  the  golden  rule,  aud  embraces 
in  its  scope  an  epitome  of  Christian  teaching. 
To  such  an  extent  am  I  persuaded  of  the 



Feb.  24,  1872,] 
Medical  Societies. 

163 

necessity  of  a  more  enlarged  and  specific 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  ethics  of 
our  profession,  that  I  would  gladly  see  the 
whole  subject  made  a  branch  of  medical 
teaching  in  the  schools,  as  a  positive  and  ne- 

cessary part  of  the  means  of  education  of  the 
students. 

According  to  the  methods  of  instruction 
now  practiced,  inspiration  of  honor  and  char- 

acter may  be  communicated  to  a  pupil  through 
the  daily  consistent  walk  and  conversation  of 
his  preceptor.  This  ideal  of  excellence  may 
be  carried  through  the  perod  of  instruction 
and  be  incorporated  in  the  professional  life  of 
t]ae  student,  and  it  is  a  notable  fact  that  if 
his  former  educational  advantages  have  been 
liberal,  his  perception  and  appreciation  of 
medical  ethics  will  be  immeasurably  increased. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  without  previous  pre- 

liminary preparation  his  early  life  has  been 
devoted  to  practical  rather  than  educational 
duties,  and  if  it  is  his  misfortune  to  pursue  his 
studies  under  the  training  oi  a  physician  whose 
aim  and  purpose  it  is  to  procure  business,  re- 

gardless of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  obtained, 
it  is  easy  to  see  bow,  at  the  very  beginning  of 
his  career,  he  is  made  to  acquire  false  views 
of  morality,  honor  aud  professional  decorum, 
which  subsequent  lectures  and  introduction 
are  in  no  way  calculated  to  remove. 

In  the  first  case  the  student,  by  reason  of 
adequate  education  before  taking  up  the  study 
of  medicine,  is  instructed  in  elements  which, 
under  proper  direction,  will  produce  the  full 
development  of  professional  character  and 
learning,  and.  as  a  natural  consequence,  a 
jealous  estimate  cf  the  ethics  by  which  he  is 
to  be  governed  in  his  intercourse  with  his  as- 

sociates and  patrons. 
In  the  other  instance  the  whole  subject  of 

medical  ethics  remains  a  sealed  book  to  the 
pupil,  simply  because  his  former  life  tended 
in  no  degree  to  prepare  him  for  its  comprehen- 

sion. ItTwas  not  illustrated,  except  by  viola- 
tion, and.  as  a  matter  of  course,  during  his 

term  of  study,  and  received  no  explanation  or 
illumination  in  the  ordinary  lecture  term  of  a 
medical  college. 

Considering  the  importance  of  this  subject 
in  comparison  with  mtnyupon  which  much 
time  is  spent  in  medical  colleges,  its  present 
and  remote  bearing  on  the  pupil,  on  the  pro- 
fessl'  n  at  large  and  ou  the  public  generally,  I 
cannot  but  hope  that  it  will  ultimately  receive 
the  earnest  attention  of  educators, so  as  to  be- 

come an  incorporated  feature  of  teaching  in  the 
schools 
A  spirit  has  been  manifested,  where  we 

would  not  have  looked  for  evidence  of  such 
disregard  of  the  obligations  of  professional 
obedience  and  discipline,  to  cut  short  the  pro- 

cess of  investigation  of  preferred  charges 
against  a  member,  in  a  properly  qualified  med- 

ical society,  by  an  appeal  to  the  civil  courts 
to  restrain  the  course  of  the  inquiry  by  a  sum- 

mary injunction.  Such  a  procedure  is  subver- 
sive of  morals  as  well  as  justice,  and  effectu- 

ally puts  an  end  to  all  attempts  to  enforce 
compliance  with  the  salutary  rules  by  which 
voluntary  and  chartered  organizations  are  sus- 

tained and  perpetuated.  It  strikes  at  the  very 
root  of  authority,  by  first  assuming  'to  be  loyal 
and  subject  to  it  and  afterward  rebelling 
against  its  power  in  a  way  so  treacherous  and 
cowardly  that  but  one  course  is  left  for  a  so- 

ciety thus  compelled  to  yield  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  officer  of  the  law,  and  that  is 

promptly  to  expel  the  revolutionary  member; 
or  if  prevented  by  additional  legal  hinderances, 
to  cease  to  hold  social  or  professional  rela- tions with  him. 

I  would  press  upon  you  the  necessity  of  vig- 
orously urging  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law 

to  compel  the  plaintiff,  in  case  of  alleged  mal- 
practice against,  a  physician,  to  file  a  bond  of 

indemnity  for  the  reimbursement,  of  his  adver- 
sary in  costs,  should  he  fail  to  obtain  damages 

against  him.  This  subject  was  noticed  by  an 
appropriate  resolution  passed  at  the  last  ses- 

sion of  the  society,  but  the  Legislature  gave 
no  heed  to  it. 

A5?  at  present  constituted,  the  law  appears 
to  offer  inducements  to  irresponsible  and  un- 

scrupulous men  to  bring  suit  for  alleged  medi- 
cal malpractice,  for  the  sake  of  effecting  costly 

compromise,  or  to  compel  a  defendant  to  sub- 
mit to  the  expense  and  injustice  of  a  trial.  As 

is  well  known,  malpractice  suits  are  nearly 
universally  brought  by  men  as  deficient  in 
property  as  in  character.  A  single  spirit 
prompts  the  action,  and  that  is  a  prospective 
money  recompense  for  alleged  physical  disa- 

bilities, the  result  of  accident  and  surgical treatment. 
If  a  law,  such  as  has  been  proposed  to  this 

Society,  is  passed  by  the  Legislature,  we  shall 
see  how  prompt  7  aad  effectually  a  check  will 
be  put  on  the  prevailing  tendency  to  hold 
medical  men  responsible  for  the  consequences 
of  surgical  practice,  especially  in  the  treat- 

ment of  fractured  and  dislocated  bones. 
I  refer  to  the  condition  of  medical  litera- 

ture in  the  State  with  peculiar  pleasure.  This 
remark  applies  as  well  to  the  journals  as  to 
the  publication  of  ongical  matter  in  the  shape 
of  extended  volumes  ou  special  topics.  Medi- 

cal journals  devoted  to  the  general  purposes 
of  the  profession  aud  those  advocating  par- 

ticular departments  i.i  our  art,  are  so  ably  con- 
ducted by  educated  physicians,  so  enriched 

by  contributions  of  the  highest  order,  from 
progressive,  representative  men,  so  full  of  the 
results  of  research  and  investigation  in  all  the 
fields  of  practical  and  scientific  thought  and 
inquiry,  so  greatly  in  advance  of  the  last  de- 

cade, and  so  fresh  and  glowiuir  with  the  en- 
thusiasm of  a  great  cause,  th*t  it  is  a  source  of 

common  pride  and  praise  to  utter  a  word  in 
their  behalf. 

The  more  conservative  and  substantial  book 
literature  of  the  profession  is  yearly  becoming 
more  and  more  noticeable  and  imp  rtant.  So 
many  valuable  additions  are  being  made  to 
our  stock  of  standard  authorities  by  hard- 
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whose  Lames  are  familiar  as  instructors  and 
practitioners  of  eminence,  that  at  home  and 
abroad  the  reputation  of  the  State  of  New 
York  is  well  established  among  authors  and 
students.  I  will  not  particularize  when  so 
great  a  number  of  elaborate  works  on  specific 
subjects  have  been  issued  from  a  prolific  medi- 

cal press  during  the  past  five  years,  or  even 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding  twelve  months. 
Minute  investigation  of  an  exhaustive  nature, 
in  the  hands  of  earnest  men,  is  working  out 
the  positive  and  beneficent  results  which  are 
sure  to  follow  ardent  and  continuous  devotion 
to  special  lines  of  study. 

It  remains  to  allude  to  the  only  sad  feature  of 
the  year  of  the  society  since  we  last  assem- 

bled. Four  permanent  members  have  died — 
Dr.  Bartnt  P  Staats,  of  Albany;  Dr.  Andrew 
Yan  Dyck,  of  Oswego ;  Dr.  Erastus  L.  Hart, 
of  Elmira;  and  Dr.  Henry  D.  Buckley,  of 
New  York.  Drs.  Staats  and  Buckley  were 
present  at  the  last  session.  Suitable  notices 
of  these  eminent  men  will  be  contributed  for 
publication  to  the  Transactions  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

The  society  then  proceeded  to  business. 
A  draft  of  an  act  to  be  introduced  in  the 

Legislature  relative  to  the  punishment  of  mal- 
practice was  presented. 

Drs.  Didama,  Bosman  and  Murphy  were 
appointed  a  Business  Committee;  «md  Drs. 
Hyde,  Jacobs  and  Berker,  a  Committee  on 
Credentials.  A  committee  was  also  ap- 

pointed to  carry  out  the  suggestion  contained 
in  the  president's  inaugural. 

Dr.  Harvey  Jewett  read  a  paper  on  "A 
Case  of  Extra  Uterine  Foefation." 

Drs.  Bailey,  Quackenbush  and  Bottom  were 
appointed  a  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

Dr.  Cook,  of  Canandaigua,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Certain  Forms  of  Mania." 

On  motion, certain  gentlemen,  whose  names 
were  read,  were  invited  to  take  seats  in  the 
association. 

Drs.  Foster  and  Small,  delegates  of  the 
Maine  Medical  Society,  were  introduced  by 
Dr.  Quackenbush,  and  invited  to  take  part  in 
the  discussions  of  the  ses-ions. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Dr.  X. 
S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  accompanied  by  a  report 
of  a  committee  ot  the  American  Medical  As- 

sociation in  regard  to  the  proper  preliminary 
education  of  pnysicians.  Paper  referred  to 
committee. 

Dr.  Rogers,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Medical  Art  and  its  Practitioners." 
Adjourned  until  2:30. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  society  met  again  at  2:30  P.  M. 
The  president  named  the  following  Com- 

mittee on  Nomination  of  Officers : 
First  district— D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa.  Sec- 

ond district— C.  C.  Cooel.  Third  district— S. 
O.  Vanderpoel.  Fourth  district— B.  F.  Sher- 

man.   Fifth  district— John  P.  Gray.  Sixth 

district — William  Fitch.  Seventh  district- 
Harvey  Jewett.  Eighth  district  — Julius  F. Miner. 

Dr.  Didama,  from  the  Business  Committee, 
announced  that  Dr.  T.  A.  Emmett,  of  New 
York  city,  would  read  a  paper  on  "  Chronic 
Cystitis  in  the  Female,  and  Mode  of  Treat- 

ment." 
He  detailed  the  new  mode  of  treating 

chronic  cystitis  by  puncturing  the  bladder 
from  the  vagina,  and  allowing  the  urine  to 
pass  off  with'  ut  irritating  the  coats  of  the 
bladder.  This  is  only  to  be  resorted  to  after 
other  means  have  failed.  He  described  the 
cause  of  death  by  cystitis,  the  pathological 
changes  that  follow,  which  would  be  obviated 
by  this  mode  of  treatment.  He  advised  that 
the  opening  in  the  bladder  be  left  one  year  at 
least  before  closing.  He  described  a  number 
of  successful  cases,  saying  that  he  had  noticed 
that  many  cases  of  stone  followed  cystitis. 
This  mode  of  treatment  he  thought  would  ob- 

viate this. 

Members  being  invited  to  make  any  criti- 
cisms on  the  paper  just  read,  Dr.  Bozman,  of 

New  York,  related  at  length  some  cases  of  a 
similar  character  coming  under  his  attention. 
He  remarked  that  Mr.  Guthern,  of  Edin- 

burgh, performed  the  first  operation.  Dr. 
Willard  Parker  was  the  first  surgeon  in  this 
country  to  operate,  but  his  case  died  soon  af- ter. Then  Dr.  Bozman  followed  with  se veral 
successful  cases.  He  advised  a  large  opening 
in  the  bladder,  and  thinks  a  small  opening 
will  close  and  defeat  the  object  sought  for. 
He  thinks  calculi  are  owing  to  this  cause,  viz. : 
the  imperfect  adaptation  of  the  edges  of  the 
wound,  causing  the  lips  of  the  wound  to  fold 
np  within  and  become  packets,  the  bed  of  the 
future  calculi.   Has  never  seen  but  few  cases. 

treasurer's  report. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Porler,  treasurer,  presented  his 
annual  report.  The  receipts  for  the  past  year 
were  $1,012.39  ;  expenses,  $633.45— balance 
on  hand,  $378.94. 

Report  accepted  and  referred. 
Dr.  White,  of  Buffalo,  read  a  paper  on 

u  Chronic  Inversion  of  the  Uterus." 
Dr.  Quackenbush,  of  Albany,  spoke  on  the 

paper  just  delivered. Dr.  Rider,  of  Rochester,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Ophthalmic  Diseases." 

Dr.  Pooley,  of  Yonkers,  one  on  "  Surgical Diseases  of  Children. 

EVENING-  SESSION. 
Dr.  Rockwell,  of  New  York,  delivered  an 

interesting  address  on  "Medical  Electricity," 
and  gave  some  interesting  experiments  with 
electro  medical  machinery,  batteries,  etc., 
from  the  Galvano-Faradaic  Manufacturing  Co. 
of  New  York. 

Dr.  Doremus,  of  New  York,  followed  in  a 
lengthy  address  on  Drugs,  after  which  the 
society  adjourned  until  9  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing. 
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SECOND  DAY— MORNING  SESSION. 
The  society  met  at  9  A.  M.,  President  Wey 

in  the  chair. 
Prayer  by  Eev.  Dr.  Upson,  of  Albany. 

REPORTS. 

Dr.  Kendall,  of  New  York,  reported  he  had 
yisited  the  meeting  of  the  N.  H.  State  Medi- 

cal Society  last  June,  as  a  delegate  from  this 
;    Society.  Accepted. 

Dr.  Jacobi,  of  New  York,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  last  year  to  report  on  the 

"  Protection  of  Foundlings,"  reported  at  length 
the  investigations  of  this  committee.  The 
figures  given  in  his  report  show  that  fully  75 
per  cent,  of  foundling  infants  in  New  York 
die  before  they  are  a  year  old— dying  in 
foundling  hospitals  though  every  possible  care 
be  given  them.  Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Rogers  the  Committee  on 
Foundling  Asylums  was  continued  for  another 
year,  and  the  name  of  Dr.  Joel  Foster,  jr., 
added  to  the  committtee. 

Dr.  White,  of  Buffalo,  reported  that  the  by- 
laws of  the  following  county  societies  do  not 

agree  with  the  requirements  of  the  State  Socie- 
ty ;  Niagara,  Broome,  Chemung,  Rockland 

and  New  York.   Report  accepted. 
Drs.  Ferris  Jacobs  and  John  H.  Van  Kleek, 

delegates  to  the  New  Jersey  State  Medical 
Society,  reported  they  had  performed  their 
duty.   A  dopted. 

Of  Dr.  Samuel  Hart,  delegate  to  the  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Society.  Accepted. 

Of  Dr.  H.  S.  Chubbuck,  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Medical  Society.  Accepted. 

Of  Dr.  Newman,  to  the  Connecticut  State 
Society.  Accepted. 

Dr.  White,  on  behalf  of  Drs.  Thomas  F.  Ro- 
chester and  Henry  W.  Dean,  Committee  on 

Prize  Essays,  submitted  their  report.  But 
two  were  offered,  viz. :  "  On  Uses  and  Abuses 
of  Sea  Bathing,"  and  "Why  do  Plants  Ab- 

sorb, as  Component  Constitutents  of  their 
Frames  and  Organs,  Certain  Chemical  Ele- 

ments in  Preference  to  Others  ?  "  No  award 
of  the  Merritt  H.  Cash  is  recommended  in  the 
report.  Accepted. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

By  Dr.F.  B.  N.  Lewis: 
Whereas,  The  medical  faculty  of  Harvard 

University  having  taken  a  most  important  step 
toward  the  more  thorough  preparation  of 
medical  graduates,  so  much  needed  at  this 
time,  by  extending  the  time  and  mode  of 
study  and  by  successive  and  extended  exami- 

nations, be  it 
Resolved,  That  this  society,  desiring  to  en- 

courage any  means  pointing  to  the  better  edu- 
cation of  medical  men,  extend  its  congratula- 

tions to  the  sfciid  faculty  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity, with  sincere  desires  uf  success  in  this 

most  necessary  advance.  Adopted. 
COMMUNICATIONS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  J.  P. 

Griffen,  secretary  of  the  Syracuse  University, 
asking  the  State  Society  to  appoint  a  censor. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bradford,  as  amended  by 
Dr.  Kendall,  the  communication  was  accepted 
and  referred  to  the  nominating  committee. 

PAPERS  PRESENTED. 

Dr.  Gray,  of  Utica,  read  a  paper  entitled 
"  Thoughts  on  the  Causation  of  Insanity." 

Drs.  Cook  and  Coventry  spoke  to  the  text 
of  the  paper. 

REPORTS. 

Dr.  Didama  reported,  by  title,  the  following 
papers,  which  report  was  accepted,  and  the 
papers  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publica- 

tion :  Imussusception,  by  Stephen  Rogers,  of 
New  York;  Obituary  Notice  of  Dr.  Edward 
Hall,  of  Auburn,  by  Dr.  Cummins ;  Memoir 
of  Dr.  John  H.  Reynolds,  of  Wilton,  by  Dr. 
Allen,  of  Saratoga ;  Obituary  Notice  of  Dr. 
Alfred  E.  Varney,  of  Middleville,  by  Dr.  C. 
W.  Hamlin;  Memoir  of  Dr.  C.  Barrows,  by 
Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Utica;  Annual  Address 
before  Oneida  County  Medical  Society,  by 
Dr.  H.  N.  Porter ;  Biographical  Sketch  of  Dr. 
Andrew  Van  Dyck,  of  Oswego,  by  Dr.  J.  B. 
Murdoch. 

Dr.  Squibb  presented  to  the  president  of 
the  society  a  collection  of  photo-micrographs, 
with  accompanying  notes  of  explanation,  em- 

bracing some  of  the  prominent  points  of  the 
investigations  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum, 
and  illustrating  the  active  progress  made 
under  the  Surveyor-General  of  the  army  during 
the  past  year ;  and  as  supplementary  to  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  this  society  on  this 
subject  at  the  last  annual  meeting.  Upon  the 
single  subject  of  the  important  investigations 
of  Chonheim  and  others  on  the  minute  blood 
vessels  and  the  results  of  these  observations 

in  regard  to  the  mechanism  and  results  of  in- 
flammation, these  researches  exhibit  their  im- 

portance ;  and  their  value  to  the  profession  at 
large  can  hardly  be  overstated. 

Dr.  Corliss,  of  New  York,  related  a  few 
cases  of  dropsy  which  he  cured  by  digitalis, 
squills  and  calomel. 

Dr.  Noyes,  of  New  York,  addressed  the  so- 
ciety on  the  subject  of  "  Blepharoplasty " 

accompanying  his  remarks  with  illustrations 
on  the  black-board. 

Dr.  Moor,  of  Rochester,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Two  Cases  Illustrating  Phonation,"  and  also 
made  some  interesting  remarks  on  44  Colles 

Fracture." Recess  until  2:30  p.  m. 
AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Dr.  Caro,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on 
"  The  Use  of  Hydrate  of  Chloral  in  Rigid  Os 
Uteri."    Accepted  and  referred. 

Dr.  Rogers,  of  New  York,  explained  at  some 
length  a  bill  before  the  legislature  in  relation 
to  the  homeopathic  and  eclectic  medical  soci- 

eties, and  after  a  lengthy  discussion,  in  which 
members  generally  expressed  their  objection 
to  the  legislature  meddling  in  the  affairs  of 
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medical  societies,  Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Brook- 

lyn, offered  th<^  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the 

State  of  New  York  disapproves  of  the  pro- 
posed law  entitled  u  An  Act  to  Protect  the 

People  against  Quackery  and  Crime,',  now 
before  the  State  Legislature.  Adopted. 

Dr.  Rogers  called  attention  to  the  law  in  re- 
lation to  criminal  abortion,  and  moved  that  it 

be  the  expression  of  the  society,  that  it  is 
commendable  and  deserving  of  approbation. 
Agreed  to. 

Dr.  Tupper,  of  Washington  county,  read  a 
paper  on  Venesection." Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Utica,  read  a  paper  on 
Malignant  Tumor  of  Orbit. 

Dr.  Quackenbush  introduced  Dr.  Hunt,  of 
the  New  Jersey  Medical  Society,  who,  having 
been  welcomed  by  the  president,  suitably  ac- 

knowledged the  compliment. 
A  paper  by  Dr.  James  S.  Bailey,  on  "  Some 

of  the  Causes  of  Death  occurring  soon  after 
Child-birth,"  was  read  by  title. 

Dr.  Prout  of  Brooklyn,  read  a  paper  on 
Paracentesis  Membrani  Tympani. 

Dr.  Allen,  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medi- 
cal Society,  was  introduced  and  welcomed  by 

the  president. 
Dr.  Squibb,  from  the  special  committee  to 

consider  the  question  of  "  Medical  Educa- 
tion," presented  a  report  and  resolutions, 

which  were  adopted. 
Dr.  Miner,  of  Buffalo,  read  a  paper  "  On Enucleation  of  Ovarian  Tumors  and  Treat- 

ment of  Pedicle." 
Prof.  Buck,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on 

Hypertrophy  of  Under  Lip,  treated  by  Surgi- 
cal Operations." 

Dr.  M.  R.  Holbrook  read  a  paper  on  a  case 
of  "Gun  Shot  Wound  of  the  Skull,"  and  ex- 

hibited a  portion  of  the  skull  in  illustration. 
Dr.  Gay  read  a  paper  on  the  "  The  Defense 

of  Taxis  in  Strangulated  Hernia." EVENING  SESSION. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  society  met  in  the  as- 
sembly chamber,  when  President  Wey  deliv- 

ered an  able  and  interesting  address,  on  "  .Med- 
ical Responsibility  and  Malpractice. 

THE  BANQUET. 
Later  in  the  evening  tbe  members,  State 

officers,  distinguished  civilians,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Press  partook  of  a  banquet 

at  the  Delavan  House. 
MORNING  SESSION. 

The  session  was  opened  by  prayer  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Bridgman .  Dr.  Peters  offered  a  set  of  re- 

solutions providing  that  an  article  of  the  Code 
of  Ethic-?  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 

tion, in  regard  to  the  adjustment  of  differen- 
ces between  physicians  be  added  to  the  Code 

of  Ethics  of  the  New  York  Medical  Society, 
and  that  members  of  the  State  Society  shall 
be  members  of  their  county  societies. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  appoint- 
ments to  prepare  obituary  notices:  Dr. Hiram 

Corliss  on  Dr.  B.  P.  Staats;  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Rob- 
erts on  Dr.  Henry  D.  Buckley;  Dr.  T.  H. 

Squire  on  Dr.  E.  L.  Hunt;  Dr.  B.  F.  Sherman 
on  Dr.  Darius  Clark. 

Dr.  Bailey  made  a  statement  as  to  the  dis-  \ 
tribuiion  of  the  printed  proceedings  of  the 
society.    The  volumes  were  sent  to  the  secre- 

taries of  tte  different  county  societies. 
The  Committee  of  Education  were  allowed 

to  amend  their  report,  presented  yesterday, 
so  as  to  provide  for  sending  a  copy  of  the  re- 

port to  each  member  of  the  society. 
Dr.  Babbit,  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 

Society,  was  then  introduced  to  the  society, 
and  made  a  brief  address,  and  was  replied  to 
Dy  Dr.  Corlers. 
The  chair  announced  as  committee  on  chang- 

ing the  time  of  the  annual  meeting,  Dr.  Van- 
derpoel,  of  Albany,  Dr.  White,  of  Buffalo, 
and  Dr.  Hutchinson,  of  Brooklyn. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented 
their  report ;  it  was  accepted,  and  the  follow- 

ing persons  were  thereupon  elected  as  follows : 
President — Cornelius  R  Agnew. 
Vice-President — B.  F.  Sherman. 
Secretary — Wm.  H.  Bailey. 
Treasurer — Charles  H.  Porter. 
For  Censors—  Southern  district:  Edward R. 

Suibb,  Samuel  T.  Hubbard,  H.  C.  Husted. 
Eastern  district :  James  L.  Babcock,  P.  Mc- 
Naughton,  C.  C.  Covele.  Middle  district:  M. 
M.  Bagg,  Horace  Lathrop,  Charles  G.  Bacon. 
Western  district :  J.  F.  Minor,  C.  F.  Wyckoff, 
D.  Colvin. 
Permanent  Members  —  Nathan  Bozeman, 

James  L.  Little,  First  district;  M.  R.  Hol- 
brook, A.  C.  Hull,  Second  district ;  Leroy  Mc- 

Lean, P.  V.  S.  Pruvn,  Third  district ;  Arthur 
S.  Wolf,  Henry  H.  Green,  Fourth  district; 
G.  L.  Halsey,  Edwin  Hutchinson,  Fifth  dis- 

trict; Joshua  B.  Graves,  J.  H.  Squire,  Sixth 
district ;  C.  G.  Pomeroy,  C.  C.  Murphy,  Sev- 

enth district ;  Charles  E.  Rider,  Eighth  dis- 
trict. 

For  Honorary  Members. — M.  Nelaton,  Ru- 
lolph  Virehow. 

Eligible  to  Honorary  Membership. — Lewis 
Oakley,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  Charles  H.  Hewit, 
Red  Wing,  Minn. ;  J.  M.  Toner,  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  Joseph  D.  Brown,  U.  S.  A. 

For  the  Degree  of  M.  D—  Cornelius  H. 
Schaaps,  Brooklyn;  Wm.  Lamont, Schoharie. 

Dr.  Roosa  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 
Whereas,  the  Code  of  Ethics  to  which  this 

society  and  the  various  county  societies  ac- 
knowledge allegiance,  provides  appropriate 

and  sufficient  means  for  obtaining  redress  in 
all  matters  of  differences  between  physicians. 

Resolved,  That  any  physician  preferring 
charges,  or  against  whom  charges  may  have 
been  preferred,  who  shall  resort  to  courts  of 
law  or  any  legal  process,  shall  be  considered 
unworthy  of  membership  in  medical  societies  : 
and  if  a  member,  shall  be  declared  expelled  by 
the  president  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  soci- 

ety to  which  the  offender  may  belong. 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 

sent  to  the  American  Medical  Society. 
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The  Business  Committee  having  announced 
that  they  had  nothing  further  to  present  for 
action,  on  motion  the  society  adjourned  sine 
die 
The  attendance  was  lanre  this  year,  and 

more  than  usual  interest  manifested.  The  presi- 
dent's annual  address  was  a  clear,  practical 

discussion  of  a  difficult  subject,  and  deserves 
a  wide  circulation.  Dr.  Cook,  of  Canandai- 
gua,  on  "  Certain  forms  of  Mania,"  and  Dr. 
Gray,  of  Utica,  on  Thoughts  on  the  Causa- 

tion of  Insanity  "  were  both  thoughtful  papers, 
particularly  in  reference  to  temporary  in- 

sanity as  an  excuse  for  crime.  Among  the 
other  papers  of  interest  was  that  of  Dr.  Mi- 

ner, of  Buffalo,  and  Prof.  Buck,  of  New 
York,  etc.  The  subject  of  withdrawing  from 
the  control  and  legislation  of  the  State,  and 
becoming  an  independent  society,  met  with 
general  approval.  At  present  the  State  regu- 

lates and  prints  the  transactions  of  the  Ec- 
lectics and  Homoepathics  on  the  same  basis. 

Dr.  Squibb's  report  on  "  Medical  Education," 
and  Dr.  Jacobi's,  of  New  York,  on  the  "  Pro- 

tection of  Foundlings,"  were  of  more  than 
usual  interest,  and  will  appear  soon  in  pam- 

phlet form.  Altogether,  this  session  of  the 
society  was  a  marked  one,  in  its  influence  on 
both  its  members  and  the  profession  at  large. 

"When  its  numerous  papers  are  printed  it  will be  noted. 

EAST  RIVER  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

[REPORTED  BY  DR.  WI.  J.  PURCELL.] 
At  the  stated  meeting  held  in  November, 

1871,  the  following  newly  elected  officers  were 
duly  installed : 
President— Dv.  Henry  E.  Crampton. 
First  Vice  President— Dr.  Daniel  E.  Mc- 

Bweeny. 
Second  Vice  President — Dr.  Samuel  Blume. 
Secretary — Dr.  William  J.  Purcell. 
Treasurer— Dr.  Verranus  Morse. 
At  the  regular  meeting  held  Feb.  6,  1872, 

Dr.  Crampton  read  the  following  paper  on 
Plural  Births. 

I  was  called  on  Dec.  12&h,  1871,  about  11  A. 
M.,  to  attend  Mrs.  D  ,  set.  35,  in  her 
eighth  coLfinement. 

The  messenger  stated  that  she  had  been  in 
labor  for  about  an  hour.  1  found  the  vertex 
presenting,  the  waters  evacuated,  and  the 
labor  progressing  naturally,  though  from  the 
evident  severity  of  the  pain  and  the  fact  that 
the  patient  was  a  multipara  and  had  previously 
had  very  rapid  labors,  it  seemed  to  proceed 
slowly  ;  still  the  delay  was  not  so  marked  as 
to  attract  attention  at  the  time. 

The  first  child,  a  male,  was  born  about  one 
o'clock  P.  M. ;  it  weighed  at  birth  6£  lbs.  In 
attempting  to  deliver  the  placenta,  I  found 
another  child,  with  vertex  presenting  as  be- 

fore ;  membranes  intact ;  with  a  common  knit- 
ting needle  I  punctured  the  membranes,  and 

pains  soon  coming  on,  a  second  male  child 

was  speedily  delivered,  weighing  5  lbs. ;  the 
liquor  amnii  was  excessive  in  quantity.  At- 

tempting again  to  extract  the  placenta,  I  met 
with  some  obstruction,  and  upon  passing  my 
hand  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  I  felt  the 
feet  of  a  third  fetus;  the  triple  placenta  pre- 

venting its  descent ;  the  pains  ceased  entirely ; 
the  uterus  became  tiacid;  lh«  flooding  was  ex- 

cessive, and  the  situation  became  alarming. 
Fearing  to  deliver  the  child  until  some  effort 
at)  contraction  had  been  made,  I  endeavored 
by  external  manipulation  to  induce  the  pains, 
at  the  same  time  sending  a  messenger  in  haste 
for  tinct.  ergot.  The  patient  became  hysteri- 

cal ;  lips  pale ;  faced  livid— in  short,  presenting 
ail  the  symptoms  of  one  dying  from  loss  of 
blood.  Administering  the  ergot,  1  was  soon 
gratified  by  witnessing  its  decided  <  fleets  ;  I 
then  proceeded  to  deliver,  which  I  did  by  the 
feet,  without  difficulty  excepting  some  trifling 
delay  of  the  head  at  the  outlet.  It  was  a  fe- 

male, and  weighed  at  birth  5|  lbs. — the  three 
together  weighing  17  lbs.— the  placental  mass 
was  readily  delivered,  and  seemed  to  be  sin- 

gle upon  external  examination,  though  the 
three  cords  entered  it  at  different  points. 

The  circulation  for  each  fetus  was  probably 
distinct.  Aitken  in  his  work  upon  obstetrics, 
published  in  Edinburgh  in  1783,  states  that  as 
a  rule  in  cases  of  this  kind,  "  one  presentation 
is  frequently  preternatural."  The  points  of 
interest  in  the  case  are,  first,  its  rarity,  which 
we  will  discuss  further  on.  Secondly,  the  size 
of  the  children,  weighing  together  17  pounds. 
Thirdly,  the  excessive  oedema  of  the  lower 
extremities  of  the  mother  for  some  time  before 
birth,  necessitatibg  bandaging  of  the  entire 
limbs.  I  can  compare  it  to  nothing  but  an 
extreme  case  of  elephantiasis,  with  the  excep- 

tion of  the  color.  The  superficial  veins  of  the 
abdomen  were  also  enormously  distended. 

I  suspected  twins,  although  she  had  given 
birth  to  seven  children  previously  at  single 
births. 
A  fourth  practical  suggestion  occurs  to  me 

in  connection  with  this  case,  which  is,  the 
necessity  for  the  obstetrician  being  provided 
with  ergot  whenever  attending  upon  a  ca^e 
of  labor.  I  lost  much  valuable  time  in  being 
obliged  to  send  for  it  in  this  case,  for  which, 
however,  I  was  hardly  accountable,  as  I  had 
been  intercepted  while  going  my  rounds. 
The  infants  seemed  to  have  a  fair  chance 

for  life,  and  began  to  nurse  well,  but  all  died 
on  the  fourth  day,  seemingly  from  want  of 
vitality.  One  of  them  became  jaundiced  be- 

fore death.  No  autopsy  was  permitted.  The 
mother  did  remarkably  well. 

Scattered  throughout  medical  journals  are 
reports  of  cases  of  triplets  of  various  degrees 
of  interest.  I  have  collated  fifteen  which  I 
will  briefly  narrate,  with  some  practical  de- 

ductions therefrom. 
Case  reported  by  Dr.  Bell  Fletcher,  of 

Birmingham,  England,  in  the  Lancet  for  Sep. 
11th,  1841.  Mother,  set.  thirty  years;  num- 

ber of  pregnancies  not  stated.   She  had  sup- 
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posed  herself  pregnant,  but  the  abdominal  dis- 
tension was  so  great  that  she  had  come  to  the 

conclusion  that  she  was  dropsical.  This  case 
is  interesting  from  the  fact  that  consultation 
revealed  the  existence  of  three  fetuses,  pre- 

cisely two  months  before  the  day  of  birth. 
The  infants  were  females,  and  with  the 
mother  all  did  well. 

C^  se  No  3.  —Reported  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Buchan- 
an, of  Columbia,  Tenn.,  in  the  American 

Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  : 
Mother,  set.  thirty  five  years;  third  preg- 

nancy. The  first  child,  a  male,  weighed 
seven  pounds;  the  second,  also  a  male, 
weighed  four  pounds,  and  the  third,  a  female, 
weighed  five  pounds  ;  all  lived. 
Case  No.  4.— Reported  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Pittinaos 

in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences, 
October,  1861.  The  sixth  pregnancy  and 
the  first  of  plural  birth— one  girl  and  two 
boys.  There  were  two  placentae.  The  child- 

ren all  died  on  the  third  day  ;  but  the  mother 
did  well. 
Case  No.  5.— Reported  by  Dr.  Montgomery  in 

the  same,  October,  1856.  Fifth  pregnancy — 
three  boys  ;  all  did  well,  united  weuht, four- 

teen pounds  fourteen  ounces.  It  is  reported 
that  the  infants  were  named  respectively 
Alma,  Inkerman,  and  Sebastopol ;  the  births 
occurring  in  Dublin,  and  at  the  period  of  the 
Crimean  war,  and  the  parents  being  of  a  mar- 

tial and  patriotic  turn  of  mind.  Queen  Yic- 
toria,  it  i3  said,  headed  asubscription  list  for 
their  benefit  with  the  sum  of  five  pounds  ster- 

ling. I  have  been  informed  that  this  is  her 
usual  custom  whenever  a  triple  birth  occurs  in 
her  dominions. 

There  were  two  placentae,  and  the  second 
child,  after  presenting  at  first  with  an  arm, 
was  afterward  delivered  naturally,  unaidtd, 
spontaneous  evolution  taking  place. 
Case  No  6. — Reported  in  the  London  Medical 

Gazette  for  October,  1846.  Primipara,  birth  at 
seventh  month  of  fetal  life  ;  two  evidently 
blighted  at  four  months  ;  the  other  living  three 
hours  ;  there  were  as  usual  two  placentae. 

Case  No.  7.— Reported  by  Prof.  Naegele, 
in  the  London  Medical  Times  for  August  15th, 
1846  ;  primipara  ;  aet.  thirty-two  : 

This  case,  occurring  in  a  London  Hospital, 
is  chiefly  interesting  from  the  fact  that  the 
existence  of  two,  at  least,  was  determined 
during  labor,  there  being  a  difference  of  six- 

teen beats  between  the  pulsations  of  the  two 
fetal  hearts,  as  ascertained  by  asculation. 
After  the  birth  of  one  child  there  were  still 
heard  two  fetal  hearts,  one  of  which  had 
evidently  lain  behind  and  been  muffled  in 
sound  by  the  first  born. 
Case  No.  8.— Reported  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Lare, 

of  Jauesville,  Wis.,  in  the  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  for  February,  1860  ;  primi- 

para ;  miscarriage  at  two  and  a  half  months; 
reported  to  be  too  small  to  distinguish  the 
sex. 

Case  No.  9.— Reported  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Chand- 
ler, of  St.  Albana,  in  the  same,  for  Marcn, 

1860 ;  seven  and  a  half  months ;  two  girls  and 
a  boy.  It  is  somewhat  singula  that  all  three 
lived  and  did  well. 

Case  No.  10.— Reported  by  Mr.  Stettle,  in 
the  Lancet  for  Oct.,  1853  ;  primipara;  the 
children  were  all  females  and  all  survived,  but 
the  mother  died  in  six  hours  from  the  time  of 
labor,  of  exhaustion,  which  seems  indeed  to 
have  been  of  an  alarming  character  before  the 
first  child  was  born. 

Case  No.  11.— Reported  by  Mr.  Furnival,  in 
the  Lancet  for  July,  1863.  Whether  primipara 
or  multipara  it  U  not  stated.  Two  males  and 
one  female,  the  second  and  third  child  present- 
ing  preternaturally.  Their  weights  were  five 
and  a  half,  six  and  six  pounds.  The  mother 
and  children  all  did  well;  there  were  two 

placentae. Case  No.  12.— Reported  by  Dr.  S.  M.  Riper, 
of  Lebanon,  Indiana,  in  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  for  Oct. 
31st,  1868.  Mother  aet  35  years ;  second  labor 
two  males  and  one  female  ;  weights  respect- 

ively six  and  a  half  seven  and  eight  pounds. 
The  second  child  presented  by  the  breech. 
Single  placentae. 

Case  No.  13.— Reported  by  Dr.  M.  Donnel- 
lan  of  Point  Coupee,  Louisiana,  in  the  Ameri- 

can Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  November, 
1839  ;  mother  aet  36  years ;  seventh  pregnancy. 
The  first  child  was  a  footling  ;  the  others  ver- 

tex presentations;  weights  respectively,  boy 
nine  and  a  half  pounds,  girl  seven  and  a-half 
pounds,  boy  seven  pounds  ;  aggregate  weight, 
twenty-four  pounds  ;  all  did  well. 

Case  No.  14.— Reported  by  Dr.  McS  weeny, 
of  New  York  city,  in  the  Philadelphia  Medi- 

cal and  Surgical  Reporter  for  January, 
1869. 
Age  of  mother  and  number  of  pregnancy 

not  stated.  The  infants,  all  females,  sur- 
vived ;  two  presented  preternaturally.  The 

labor  was  severely  complicated  by  inversion 
of  the  uterus  and  excessive  flooding.  Two 

placentae. Case  No.  15.— Reported  by  Dr.  L.  L.  Jones, 
of  Deerfield,  Michigan,  in  the  same  journal, 
July  1870,  fourth  pregnancy.  Age  of  mother 
thirty-two  years ;  two  placentae ;  all  boys ; 
weights  respectively  four  pounds  four  ounces, 
five  pounds  ten  ounces  and  five  pounds  two 
ounces. Our  statistics  are,  perhaps,  somewhat  lim- 

ited* Still,  our  deductions  seem  to  coincide 
with  the  views  held  by  more  extensive  ob- 

servers in  all  essential  points. 
Thus,  of  eleven  in  which  the  number  of 

births  were  stated,  there  were  four  primiparse 
and  seven  multiple.  In  eight  cases  in  which 
the  age  of  the  mother  is  given,  we  find  the 
average  to  be  about  thirty-five  years. 
The  sexes  seem  to  be  pretty  equally  di- 

vided. In  eleven  labors  we  have  nineteen 
males  and  seventeen  females. 

In  eight  cases  in  which  the  placentas  is  men- 
tioned, we  find  it  siugle  in  two.  It  is  proba- 

ble, however,  that  in  all  cases  the  circulation 
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for  each  fetus  is  entirely  distinct.  In  one 
case  it  is  mentioned  that  two  infants  were  en- 

closed in  one  bag  of  waters. 
With  reference  to  presentation,  we  find 

that  in  the  six  cases  in  which  it  is  mentioned 
ten  infants  presented  naturally  and  eight  pre- 
ternaturally,  one  being  a  breech  and  one  a 
footling.  This  is  perhaps  what  a  priori  reas- 

oning would  lead  us  to  expect.  The  infants 
must  be  packed  in  the  uterus  to  economize 
space,  and  one  would  naturally  present  with 
some  other  part  of  the  body  than  the  vertex. 

Of  ten  cases  collated  by  Duncan,  not  one 
occurred  in  the  first  pregnancy,  which  is  some- 

what singular,  considering  that  about  forty 
per  cent,  of  those  which  I  have  found  were 
primiparee. 

Hugenberger  reports  that  at  the  St.  Peters- 
burg Mid  wives  Institute  there  were  admitted 

between  1845  and  1859  three  women  in  their 
fifteenth  pregnancy  with  triplets,  and  each 
had  triplets  three  times.  Leopold  reports  a 
quadruple  birth  in  the  seventh  pregnancy  of  a 
woman  aet.  thirty-four,  and  mentions  another 
case,  in  an  eighth  pregnancy. 

Still  the  fact  remains  as  stated  in  the  quaint 
language  of  tbe  old  professor  before  quoted: 
"A  plurality  of  fetuses  are  frequently  con- 

ceived at  once.  The  range  as  to  numbers  is 
from  two  to  five — the  lower  numbeis  oftenest 
occur."  I  think  the  majority  of  physicians 
will  assent  to  the  concluding  statement,  as 
many  practice  medicine  for  a  hf<  -time  with- 

out meeting  a  case  of  plural  births  exceeding 
twins.  These  are  not  uncommon,  but  we  will 
mention  only  four: 

One  reported  by  tbe  Georgia  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  in  1859,  of  a  negro  girl,  set. 
3  9,  piimipara,  giving  birth  to  twirs  weighing 
9f  and  9{  lbs.,  both  females,  and  all  did  well. 
And  another,  reported  by  Dr.  Brittan  to  the 
Edinburgh  Obstetrical  Society,  November, 
1862,  of  a  woman  pregnant  first  at  25,  giving 
birth  to  25  children  at  14  pregnancies,  11  be- 

i  ing  twins.  Dr.  Wakefield,  of  South  Maldea, 
Mass.,  reports  a  case  of  a  multipara,  who  gave 
birth  to  twins  weighing  nine  lbs.  one  oz.  and 
eight  and  a  quarter  lbs.,  boy  and  girl,  both 
natural  presentations,  and  all  did  well. — Bos- 

ton Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  September, 
1860. 

Dr.  Hurlburt  reports  in  the  same  Journal  for 
October,  1860,a  case  of  twins,  boy  weighing 
eight  and  three  quarter  lbs.,  girl  weighing 
ten  lbs. 
From  a  report  published  by  Dr.  K.  W.  Ged- 

des,  Columbia,  S.  C,  of  births  in  that  State 
ior  the  year  ending  December  31,  1859,  we 
find  that  the  proportion  of  plurality  births 
was  1  in  94  59-100  in  both  races,  there  being  a 
larger  number  among  the  whites,  which  is  a 
much  lower  rate  than  we  find  in  Great  Britain 
or  the  continent. 
Analyzing  the  tables  as  given  by  Churchill 

with  regard  to  the  frequency  of  plural  births 
among  woman  of  different  nationalities,  we 
find  that  of  129,172  cases  at  the  Dublin  Lying- 

in  Hospital,  presumedly  of  Irish  parentage, 
one  in  sixty-two  was  a  twin,  and  one  in  4,454 
was  a  case  of  triplets.  In  369.980  among 
British  practitioners  one  in  seventy-five  was 
a  twin  case,  and  one  in  5.561  triplets.  Among 
French  practitioners,  in  39,409  cases,  one  in 
108  was  a  twin,  and  one  in  6,568  a  triplet. 
Taking  the  grand  total  we  have  666,424 cases, 
and  8,006  of  twins,  or  one  in  eighty-three 
cases;  and  eighty-seven  cases  of  triplets,  or 
one  in  7,443. 

It  has  been  held  that  plural  births  should 
be  considered  as  an  abnormity,  on  account  of 
their  rarity,  and  Dr.  Arthur  Mitchell,  in  a 
paper  published  in  the  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette  of  November  15,  1862,  demonstrated 
the  abnormity  of  plural  births  in  the  human 
female.  His  convictions  a^e  as  follows  :  First. 
Among  imbeciles  and  idiots  a  much  larger 
proportion  is  actually  found  to  be  twin  born 
than  among  the  general  community.  Second. 
Among  the  relatives  of  imbeciles  and  idiots 
twinning  is  also  found  to  be  very  frequent. 
Third.  In  families  where  twinning  is  frequent 
bodily  deformities  (of  defect  and  excess)  like- 

wise occur  with  frequency.  Fourth,  the  whole 
history  of  twin  births  is  exceptional,  indicates 
imperfect  development  and  feeble  organiza- 

tion in  the  product,  and  leads  us  to  regard 
twinning  in  the  human  species  as  a  departure 
from  the  physiological  rule,  and  therefore  in- 

jurious to  all  concerned.  Fifth.  When  we  pass 
from  twins  to  triplets  and  quadruplets  every- 

thing we  know  regarding  these  latter  give 
support  to  the  general  conclusion  in  question. 
To  these  conclusions  Duncan  suggests  he 

might  have  added  the  frequency  of  abortion 
of  hydramnios  and  the  occurrence  of  acepha- 

lous monsters  only  among  twins. 
Of  the  fifteen  cases  which  I  have  narrated, 

three  were  premature  births. 
It  is  within  the  experience,  I  think,  of  most 

ot  us  that  first  babies  are  often  lost,  being 
either  still-born,  or  dying  soon  after  birth. 

This  may  be  partially  attriouted  to  ignor- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  mother  of  her  new  du- 
ties and  consequent  want  of  proper  care  of 

her  infant,  but  this  alone  will  not  accouut  for 
the  loss.  It  seems  more  likely  that  the  theory 
of  a  kind  of  birth-wave  is  correct.  The  first 
infant,  being  imperfectly  elaborated,  has  a 
slighter  hold  on  life,  and  in  fact  the  birth  is 
more  apt  to  be  multiple,  which  our  own  sta- 

tistics given  above  would  prove  if  subjected 
to  ultimate  analysis.  This  also  accords  with 
the  theory  of  Dr.  Mitchell. 

If  the  mother  escapes  a  multiple  birth  at 
first,  then,  as  statistic-  shovy,  she  is  not  again 
liable  to  give  birth  to  more  than  one  child  at 
one  time  unt'l  her  seventh  or  eighth  preg- 

nancy, when  the  birth-wave,  having  reached 
its  height,  begins  to  subside,  and  the  product 
of  insemination  being  agaiu  imperfectly  elab- 

orated, she  is  apt  to  have  again  a  multiple 
birth. 

Experience  seems  to  confirm  this  theory, 
which  Dr.  Duncan,  with  elaborate  statistics, 



i/o 
Medical  Societies* 

[Vol.  xxvi. 
} .as  endeavored  to  prove.  Nearly  twenty- 
1  hree  per  cent,  of  all  twin  cases  occur  in  the 
first  pregnancy.  Concerning  the  age  of  the 
mother,  as  affecting  the  question  of  fertility, 
it  appears,  that  while  of  mothers  from  15  to 
19  years  of  age  only  every  189th  had  twins  at 
a  birth  ;  mothers  rising  in  age  were  more  pro* 
line  in  twins,  till  at  the  age  of  from  35  to  39 
years  the  climax  of  fertility  in  twins  was 
leached,  every  45th  woman  producing  two  at 
a  birth,  or  fully  four  times  as  many  as  the 
woman  under  twenty. 

This  again  confirms  our  theory  above  ad- 
vanced of  a  birth-wave.  After  all,  what  con- 

cerns us  principally  as  practical  physicians, 
when  attending  a  case  of  labor  which  proves 
to  be  multiple  is,  what  is  the  proper  treatment 
of  the  case  belore  ua  ?  It  is  not  what  are  the 
statistics  as  to  frequency,  nor  whether  the 
sufferer  is  a  primipara  or  a  multipara,  but 
what  are  you  going  to  do?  Of  course,  if  the 
labor  is  progressing  naturally,  we  must  obey 
the  first  great  law  of  obstetrics,  to  let  the  pa- 

tient alone  ;  but  unfortunately  some  sort  of 
assistance  is  naturally  required  in  cases  of 
plural  births. 

The  precise  nature  of  our  interference  must, 
of  course,  be  determined  by  the  individual 
case  before  us.  If  the  pains  seem  inefficient, 
then  recourse  must  be  had  to  ergot,  and  the 
forceps  must  be  at  haod  to  supplement  it.  If 
the  ergot  alone  tails,  after  two  full  doses  have 
been  exhibited,  say  in  half  an  hour  alter  the 
first  dose,  then,  if  we  would  save  the  lives  of 
the  children,  we  must  resort  to  either  the  for- 

ceps or  turning. 
Ergot  is  a  powerful  and  useful  medicine, 

but  it  is  a  poison  to  the  fetus.  Fortunately, 
in  plural  births  the  infants  are  usually  small, 
and  the  dread  resort  to  crainotomy  is  unne- 
c*«  ssary.  In  case  No.  3  spontaneous  evolution 
ui  the  second  ictus  took  place  after  the  arm 
Lad  piesented. 
The  mother  also  demands  our  constant 

care,  She  must  be  soothed  and  encouraged. 
Not  by  worus  aione,  but  by  the  physician 
showing  by  Lis  every  act  that  he  is  himself 
l:  master  of  the  Situation."  Women  know 
well  whether  their  attendant  is  really  compe- 

tent 1o  care  lor  them  or  whether  he  is  fc*  pat- 
ling  it  on."  And  no  amount  of  nonchalance 
or  pretended  wisdom  can  conceal  our  weak- 

ness, if  it  exist.  They  feei  that  their  lives 
are,  as  it  were,  in  our  Lands,  and  their  in- 
btmct  of  self-preservation  w  ill  pierce  through 
every  disguise.  After  ah,  the  general  princi- 

ples of  obstetric  practice  are  our  true  guides. 
The  mother  must  be  enjoined  from  rising 

up  in  bed  even,  in  some  cases,  and  from  mak- 
iug  any  exertion  except  that  which  is  abso- 
lu.i  ]y  necessary,  especially  in  cases  of  great 
v  eakntss  and  exhaustion  from  loss  of  blood 
0-'  v>ioiracted  labor. This  extreme  caution  must  be  observed  for 
Be\ eial  dajs,  while  at  the  same  time  she 
t  hould  be  well  nourished,  especially  if  she 
propvtet  lo  nurse  her  infants.   I  am  an  advo- 

cate of  an  ordinary  diet  in  child-bed ;  if  any- 
thing, instead  of  restricting  the  bill  of  fare  I 

would  extend  it. 
Child  birth  is  not  a  disease,  and  the  absur- 

dity of  trying  to  deceive  the  stomach  with 
crackers  and  water  only,  or  chiefly  just  when 
the  most  important  secretion  of  the  human 
body  is  being  established  and  elaborated,  is 
fast  becoming  apparent. 

The  infant  must  have  milk  or  die,  and  the 
richer  the  blood  of  the  mother  the  more  nour- 

ishing will  be  the  result.  The  old  story  which 
goes  the  rounds  so  often  of  the  corned  beef 
and  cabbage  eaten  the  day  after  confinement 
to  the  dismay  of  the  nurse,  but  to  the  evident 
satisfaction  and  eventual  benefit  of  the  mother 
and  offspring,  contains  a  modicum  of  truth 
after  all. 

WABASH  AW  (MINK.)  COUNTY  MEDI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Waba- 
sh aw  County  Medical  Society  convened  at 

Dr.  Tefft's  office,  Piainview,  January  16th, 
1872. 
Members  present— Drs.  Ttfft,  Waste,  Milli- 

gan,  Axtell,  Spafford,  La  Kue. 
By  vote  of  the  society,  Dr.  Lincoln  of  Wa- 

bashaw,  Dr.  J.  W.  Hancock,  of  Maiden  Rock, 
Wis.,  Dr.  Ford,  of  Elba,  and  Dr.  Bacon,  of 
Mazeppa,  were  elected  members  of  the  So- ciety. 

Dr.  Spafford  was  elected  president,  Dr.  Lin- 
coln, vice  president,  and  Dr.  La  Rue,  secre- 

tary and  treasurer,  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Dr.  Miliigan  read  an  able  article  on  the 

"  Practice  of  Medicine  ;"  he  also  gave  two 
very  interesting  reports,  viz. :  Removal  of  the 
superior  maxillary  bone,  and  a  case  of  Ente- rotomy. 

The  committee  on  by-laws  was  continued 
until  next  meeting. 

Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year 
—Drs.  Waste,  Lessiog  and  Miliigan. 

Epidemic  and  Endemic  Diseases — Drs.  T  s  fft, Remondino  and  Axtell. 
Surgery— Drs.  Patton,  La  Rue  and  Ford. 
Midwifery  —  Drs.  Lincoln,  Miliigan  and 

Bacon. 
Physical  Diagnosis— Drs.  Patton,  Miliigan and  Lessing. 

After  receiving  reports  of  several  interest- 
ing cases,  the  society  adjourned  to  meet  at 

Wabashaw,  June  1872. 
B.  F.  La  Rue,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

 A  dreadful  tragedy  occurred  in  Gosport, 
Clarke  county,  Alabama,  recently :  The  wife 
and  daughter  of  Dr.  Gr.  W.  Files,  of  Gos- 
port,  during  his  absence  were  brutally  mur- 

dered in  broad  day-light,  at  their  residence, 
by  a  negro  boy,  apparently  from  sheer  wan- tonness. 
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Epidermic  Grafting 
Mr.  Geo.  Grote,  M.  B.,  one  of  the  surgeons 

to  the  German  army  in  the  late  Franco-Ger- 
man war,  now  of  St.  Catharines,  Ontario, 

writes  to  the  Canada  Lancet : 
From  a  careful  study  of  a  large  number  of 

cases  where  large  patches  of  skin  were  re- 
moved by  shot  and  shell,  I  became  anxious  to 

try  the  good  effect  of  transplanting  as  soon  as 
an  opportunity  presented  itself.  On  my  re- 

turn to  England  I  took  charge  of  a  large  prac- 
tice in  order  that  I  might  have  ample  oppor- 

tunities of  treating  cases,  requiring  surgical 
operations,  and  more  particularly  those  cases 
where  epidermic  grafting  would  be  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  patient.  It  was  not 
long  until  a  case  suitable  for  the  operation 
came  under  my  notice.  This  was  an  ulcer  of 
long  standing,  and  was  still  spreading.  The 
ulcer  was  situated  on  the  very  common  sire, 
the  anterior  surface  of  the  leg,  aud  resulted 
from  an  abrasion  of  the  skin  two  years  previ- 

ous. The  ulcer  was  at  the  time  of  operating 
about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  with 
elevated  edges,  discharging  pus  freely  of  a 
very  fetid  character  and  very  pajnful,  indeed 
so  painful  was  it  that  the  man  could  not  get 
rest  at  night,  and  his  health  was  fast  failiug. 

I  rake  the  following  from  my  case  book. 
Benj.  Murrick,  set.  45,  residing  near  Smith 
wick,  county  of  Staffordshire.  The  operation 
was  performed  on  the  21st  of  December,  1870. 
From  the  unhealthy  state  of  the  ulcer  it  was 
necessary  to  improve  its  condition,  as  also  the 
general  health  of  the  patient  before  operating 
This  I  did  in  time  by  the  steady  use  of  pot. 
iodide  in  large  doses  ter  die,  and  the  constant 
employment  of  lotions  of  chloride  of  zinc  and 
carbolic  acid  alternated,  and  linseed  meal 
poultices  at  night,  together  with  a  sedative 
draught  to  relieve  pain.  Gradually  the  ulcer 
began  to  take  on  a  healthy  character,  healthy 
granulations  began  to  appear,  and  the  general 
health  of  the  patient  so  far  improved  that  I 
determined  to  operate  at  once.  I  operated 
as  follows : 

A  small  piece  of  skin  was  taken  trom  the 
anterior  surface  of  the  arm,  midway  between 
the  shoulder  and  elbow  joints  (this  part  being 
chosen  as  one  not  easily  disturbed  while  heal- 

ing) ;  this  I  divided  into  four  pieces,  and  after 
slightly  scratching  the  surface  in  four  places 
at  equal  distances  from  the  center  of  the  ulcer, 
the  grafts  were  carefully  applied  and  strapped 
in  their  places  by  two  narrow  strips  of  adhesive- 
plaster.  A  piece  of  lint  saturated  in  carbolic 
acid  lotion,  strength  one  in  forty,  was  applied, 
and  above  this  a  pad  of  lint  to  maintain  the 

equal  temperature ;  a  bandage  was  applied 
over  all  rather  firmly  in  order  that  the  grafts 
might  be  retained  in  their  place.  In  two  days 
after,  I  removed  the  dressing,  when  the  epi- 

dermis came  away  from  the  grafts,  which  re- 
mained firm  in  their  places,  but  appeared  raised 

from  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  and  of  a  white, 
dead  appearance.  I  contiuued  the  carbolic 
acid  dressing,  and  pot.  iodide  treatment. 
Seven  days  after,  the  grafts  began  to  assume 
the  appearance  of  the  surrounding  granula- 

tions, and  in  a  few  days  lines  of  cicatrization 
were  seen  starting  out  in  all  directions  from 
the  grafts.  The  case  went  on  successfully 
under  the  above  treatment  till  -gradually  a 
good  cicatrix  covered  the  whole  surface  of  the 
ulcer.  The  man  is  now  perfectly  well  and 
able  to  go  about  his  work,  January  30th,  1871. 

The  grafts  seem  to  act  as  natural  stimulants, 
and  arouse  new  energy  in  the  marginal  cicat- 

rizing edge. 
In  conclusion,  by  this  process  of  grafting 

we  shall  be  able  to  prevent  those  unsightly 
and  distressing  contractions  of  burns,  hitherto 
so  frequent,  and  to  remedy  them  wlien  they 
have  occurred.  Another  field  of  usefulness  is 
offered  to  skin  grafting  in  cases  of  severe 
lacerated  wounds,  requiring  partial  amputa- 

tion, or  involving  considerable  sloughing.  In 
retraction  of  stumps,  leaving  bones  covered 
with  granulations  only,  transplantation  of 
skin  will  be  of  great  service,  and  will  doubt- 

less save  some  sec- ndary  amputations.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  take  the  graft  from  the  per- 

son to  be  operated  on,  it  can  be  taken  from 
another  healthy  subject  The  patient  must  be 
kept  in  his  bed  and  well  nourished  with  good, 
nutritious  food. 

The  operation  does  not  always  succeed  ■ but  it  does  so  iu  a  sufficient  number  of  cases 
to  warrant  our  trving  the  experiment. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  contributing  my 
testimony  in  favor  of  epidermic  grafting. 
Should  this  simple  operation  prove  after  a  few 
yeais  experience  among'  professional  men  to 
be  successful  in  a  majority  of  cases,  the  pro- 

fession will  be  able  to  establish  the  reputation 
of  an  operation  which  must  prove  t ;  be  one 
of  the  most  valuable  discoveries  of  the  nine- 

teenth century. 

 In  a  trial  before  the  Mayor  of  Okalona, 
Miss.,  a  few  days  since,  the  question  as  to 
whether  a  wife  could  sleep  with  her  head 

upon  her  husband's  arm  all  night  without 
paralyzing  it  sufficiently  to  wake  him  up  and 
cause  him  to  withdraw  his  arm  from  uuder 
her  head,"  was  sprung.  It  proved  too  hard 
for  the  young  attorneys  who  were  conducting 

the  trial,  and  an  old  'physician  was  called  iu 
to  decide  the  question,  and  he  said,  "She 
might,  and  then  again  she  mightn't." 
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NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 We  omitted  to  state  in  our  notice  of 
the  Aldine  last  week,  that  it  is  published  by 

James  Stttton  &  Co.,  23  Liberty  st.,  New- 
York,  the  general  agent  in  this  city  being 
Mr.  Edward  A.  Heintz,  816  Walnut  st. 

 Without  the  brilliancy  of  some  of  its 

cotemporaries,  Arthur's  Home  Magazine  has  a 
home  charm  and  a  purity  of  character  that 
always  makes  it  a  welcome  visitor.  There  is  no 
magazine  that  we  would  sooner  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  young  people  of  a  household.  The 

Children's  Hour,  by  the  same  editor,  is  one 
of  the  most  charmiDg  of  children's  magazines 
published— just  the  thing  for  the  little  ones  at 
the  fireside,  and  on  the  mother's  knee  at  the 
children's  quiet  evening  hour.  T.  S.  Arthur 
&  Son,  of  this  city,  are  the  publishers. 

 The  Galaxy  is  one  of  our  favorites.  Its 
tales  are  generally  of  a  high  order,  and  its 
other  articles  are  always  instructive  and  en- 

tertaining. The  mails  have  cheated  us  out  of 
our  last  number,  but  we  are  looking  forward 
to  the  reception  of  that,  and  the  current  num- 

ber, with  the  assurance  of  being  well  repaid 
for  waiting. 

 What  would  the  women  portion  of  our 
family  do  without  Godey's  Lady's  Book?  It  is 
always  prompt,  always  charming,  and  age  in- 

creases its  attractions.  Every  page  reflects 
the  genial  spirit  of  its  proprietor,  and  the 
gentle  loveliness  of  the  wonderful  editor,  who, 
with  four  score  years  of  gathered  wisdom,  is 
still  fresh  and  vigorous  as  ever  in  performing 
what  has  become  to  her  a  labor  of  love. 

 The  annual  report  of  the  New  York 
State  Inebriate  Asylum  shows  that  institution 

in  a  flomishing  condition.  Dr.  D.  G-.  Dodge, 
the  superintendent,  says  : 

"  The  report  shows,  in  the  present  year,  as 
compared  with  the  one  preceding,  a  large  in- 

crease in  the  number  of  patients. 

"  It  shows  that,  as  the  number  of  patients 
have  increased,  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Institution  have  decreased  in  inverse  ratio. 

"  It  shows,  for  the  first  time  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Asylum,  an  excess  of  re- 

ceipts over  expenditures. 
u  In  addition  to  the  favorable  financial  con- 

dition of  the  condition  of  the  Institution  and 

the  steadily  increasing  number  of  patients  who 
are  daily  seeking  safety  within  its  walls,  I 
claim  still  greater  and  more  favorable  results 
from  the  universal  good  conduct  of  the  in- 

mates, the  personal  interest  which  they  evince 
in  its  success,  and  the  increased  percentage 
of  those  truly  reformed  and  permanently  cured 
over  the  past  or  any  preceding  year.  The 
general  health  of  all  the  patients  has  been 
uniformly  good.  Notwithstanding  a  large 
number  of  cases  have,  on  their  admission  to 
the  Institution,  been  difficult  and  alarming, 
all  have  terminated  favorably ;  and  during 
the  past  twenty  months  that  I  have  had 
charge,  not  a  single  death  has  occurred. 
These  facts  alone  plainly  demonstrate,  not 
only  the  nece&sity  of  these  asylums,  but  that, 
by  the  great  advantages  invariably  secured 
to  their  inmates,  by  making  their  treatment 
and  care  a  specialty,  a  large  class  of  men 
may  be  rescued  and  restored,  mentally,  mor- 

ally and  physically,  a  majority  of  whom  would 
otherwise  drag  out  a  miserable,  degraded, 
worse  than  useless  life,  or  sink  into  a  prema- 

ture and  untimely  grave  " 
 Dr.  Joseph  Parrish,  President  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Sanitarium,  Media,  Pa.,  in  an 
article  on  the  Classification  of  Inebriates, 
separately  published  from  the  Transactions 
of  the  American  Association  for  the  Cure  of 
Inebriates,  divides  those  unfortunates  into  the 
following  classes : 

First. — Professional  debauchees,  whose  pur- 
poses in  life  seem  to  be  limited  to  the  gratifi- 

cation of  appetites  or  passions ;  and  who, 
yielding  to  such  gratification,  have  not  only 
become  confirmed  inebriates,  but  have  fallen 
into  other  excesses  of  a  more  vicious  character. 

Second. — Those  who,  without  a  decided  in- 
tention to  do  wrong,  and  without  any  abiding 

purpose  to  do  right,  are  the  victims  of  their 
own  moral  weakness,  or  of  the  cupidity  or 
recklessness  of  others. 

Third. — Those  who  are  earnest  in  their  de- 
sire to  live  soberly  and  righteously,  and  anx- 
ious to  avail  themselves  of  every  means  offer- 

ed by  others  for  their  recovery ;  who  are  capa- 
ble of  estimating  their  danger,  and  possess 

the  courage  to  confront  and  antagonize  it. 
For  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  foregoing 

statements,  statistics  are  presented  from  the 
records  of  the  Pennsylvania  Sanitarium,  as 
follows  : 
Whole  number  of  inmates  received,  234. 
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Co7ifirmed  class.— Whole  number,  84.  Re- 
turned to  former  habits,  51.  Improved  and 

attending  to  business,  24.  Insane,  2.  Cured, 
7. 

Emotional  class.— "Whole  number,  72.  Re- 
turned to  former  habits,  9.  Improved  and  at- 

tending to  business,  42.    Cured,  21. 
Accidental  class.— Whole  number,  66.  Re- 

turned to  former  habits,  3.  Improved  and  at- 
tending to  business,  16.    Cured,  47. 

Opium  Cases,  12.   Improved,  5.    Cured,  7. 
Confirmed  class— Cured,  8  per  cent. ;  incur- 

able, 60  per  cent. ;  improved,  28  per  cent. 
Emotional  class.— Cured,  30  per  cent. ;  in- 

curable, 12  per  cent. ;  improved,  58  per  cent. 
Accidental  class. — Cured  71  per  cent.  ;  incura- 

ble, 4  per  cent. ;  improved,  24  per  cent. 
Of  the  whole  number  admitted  (234)  there 

are  improved  and  cured  169,  leaving  only  65 
who  are  estimated  as  beyond  the  reach  of  re- 
covery. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

The  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Disease;  A  Practi- 
cal Treatise  on  the  Nursing  and  Home 

Treatment  of  the  Sick.  By  George  H.  Na- 

pheys,  A.  M.,M.D.,  etc.  "Without  health, 
life  is  not  life."  With  numerous  full  page 
illustrations.  Springfield,  Mass.:  W.  J. 
Holland  &  Co.,  1872.  1  vol.,  8vo.,  pp.  1110. 
Sold  by  subscription. 
There  is  a  widely  extended  prejudice  in  the 

profession  against  popular  instruction  in  medi- 
cal matters,  a  prejudice  altogether  well  found- 
ed and  just,  when  we  examine  the  vast  major- 
ity of  the  publications  which  pretend  to  con- 
vey such  instruction.  They  are  nearly  all 

either  intended  for  advertisements,  or  else  are 
ignorant  compilations  by  incompetent  hands. 
When  a  physician  of  acknowledged  reputa- 

tion, therefore,  turns  his  attention  in  this 
direction,  his  works  deserve  a  more  extended 
comment  than  we  usually  give,  for  they  are 
addressed  to  a  public  who  are  unable  to  judge 
of  their  merits,  who  will  be  led  often  blindly 
by  his  dicta,  and  who  must  look  to  professional 
sources  for  a  guide  to  their  opinions. 
The  large  and  compendious  volume  now 

j  before  us  is  not  a  work  on  "  Domestic  Medi- 
cine," in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  but 

aims  at  a  wider  field.  But  we  prefer  to  let 
the  author  explain  his  purpose  in  writing  it,  in 

his  own  words.  In  his  introductory  he  re- 
marks : 

"  There  are  in  medical  science  a  large  num- 
ber of  useful  facts  which  every  man  and  wo- 
man ought  to  know,  ignorance  of  which  will 

bring  anxiety  and  suffering  to  themselves, 
and  prevent  them  from  doing  their  duty  to 
tru  ir  friends  and  relatives.  They  cannot  fulfill 
their  obligations  as  Christians  and  neighbors 

without  this  knowledge.      *      *      *  * 
"  These  essential,  useful  facts  it  is  the  pur- 

pose of  this  work  to  give,  presenting  them 
in  som e  natural  connection ,  and  in  plain  terms. 
They  require  no  preliminary  study  of  anatomy, 
physiology,  or  pharmacy ;  they  shall  be  of 
such  character  as  are  needed  in  every  day 
life  ;  and  they  shall  be  carefully  chosen  with 

regard  to  their  accuracy." 
He  divides  his  work  into  three  parts,  stating 

their  contents  as  follows  : 

"  In  the  First  Part  of  this  work  we  shall 
speak  of  the  hygienic  rules  which  should  gov- 

ern the  individual  when  in  health,  and  impart 
to  him  the  invaluable  information  how  to  es- 

cape contagious  diseases,  and  those  which  are 
inseparable  from  some  occupations  and  inher- 

ent in  some  constitutions.  In  other  words,  it 
will  be  a  treatise  on  the  principles  of  hygiene. 

"  In  the  Second  Part  will  be  taken  up  the 
care  of  those  who  are  already  ill.  We  shall 
there  explain  the  proper  way  to  nurse  them, 
to  prepare  their  food,  to  minister  to  their 
many  wanti,  and  to  provide  for  them  what- 

ever comforts  the  pain-racked  couch  of  sick- 
ness can  command.  Every  physician  well 

knows  that  instruction  on  these  points  is  sadly 
needed;  that  thousands  die  every  year,  not 
from  lack  of  nursing,  but  from  officious  and  ill- 
advised  nursing,  through  the  unintelligent 
though  well-meant  attentions  of  their  families 

— nursed  to  death,  in  fact.     *  k ■     *     *  ■* 
"  The  Third  Part  of  our  work  shall  be  en- 

gaged with  the  means  of  curing  disease.  There 
will  be  general  directions  how  to  distinguish 
the  complaints  most  frequent  in  this  country, 
but  we  shall  altogether  omit  the  hundreds  of 
rare  and  obscure  diseases  which  make  up  the 
bulk  of  medical  works,  and  can  neither  be  re- 
cogn  zed  nor  treated  by  any  but  the  skilled 
practitioner.  Sudden  accidents  and  the  proper 
help  in  the  emergencies  of  life  shall  receive 

especial  attention.      #      *      *      *  * 
"  We  shall  lay  especial  stress  on  the  medi- 

cinal properties— and  they  are  many— of  such 
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for  other  purposes,  such  as  salt,  mustard  and 
the  like. 
"We  shall  now  add  what  he  need  not  ex- 

pect from  this  book.  It  will  not  make  him  a 

r-hysician,  still  less  will  it  make  '  every  man 
liis  own  doctor.'  The  art  and  science  of  medi- 

cine requires  for  its  mastery  years  of  patient, 
assiduous,  unwearying  toil ;  years  spent  by  the 
bedside,  over  the  dyiag,  among  the  dead.  *  * 

"  How  absurd,  how  unprincipled,  therefore, 
the  author  who  in  the  compass  of  one  volume 
professes  to  include  all  that  is  requisite  for 
a  mastery  of  this  science  !  Such  is  not  the 
scope  or  purpose  of  this  work.  More  hum- 

ble in  aim,  we  hope  it  will  prove  more  really 

acceptable  and  profitable  to  the  reader." 
Pursuing  this  plan,  the  first  part  commences 

with  a  chapter  on  long  life,  setting  forth  those 
rules  which  experience  has  proved  most  con- 

ducive to  longevity,  and  illustrating  them 
with  examples.  This  leads  to  a  more  minute 
discussion  of  the  laws  of  health,  comprised  in 
chapters  on  food,  on  drinks  and  narcotics, 
clothing,  on  healthy  dwelling  houses,  exercise, 
and  rest  and  sleep.  The  directions  given 
have  in  them  little  that  is  new,  and  on  that 
account  we  like  them.  They  embrace  the 
familiar  precepts  of  sound  science,  free  from 
"hobbyism"  or  prejudice,  and  aiming  at  no 
sensational  novelties. 

The  succeeding  chapter  "  On  the  Preven- 
tion of  Special  Diseases,"  is  in  some  respects 

the  very  best  in  the  book,  and  is  the  most 
complete  essay  on  the  subject  we  have  any- 

where seen.  It  is  over  one  hundred  pages  in 
length,  and  replete  with  instructions  how  to 
avoid  disease,  of  incalculable  value  to  the 
general  public — if  heeded.  Professional  men 
will  find  it  well  worth  perusal. 

The  chapters  on  the  prevention  of  decrepi- 
tude, on  death,  and  the  disposal  of  the  dead, 

contain  many  useful  hygienic  directions. 
The  second  part  is  divided  into  the  nursing 

of  children,  the  nursing  of  adults,  cookery  for 
the  sick,  directions  concerning  medicines, 
notes  and  maxims  on  nursing  and  the  care  of 
the  infirm.  Our  examination  of  this  part  has 
impressed  us  very  favorably  with  the  thorough- 

ness with  which  the  author  has  compiled  it. 
It  supplies  what  we  have  long  wished  for,  a 
complete  and  reliable  treatise  on  nursing, 
which  we  can  recommend  to  the  general 
reader. 
The  third  part  commences  with  a  brief 

sketch  of  the  functions  of  the  human  body,  and 

then  proceeds  to  "  diseases  and  how  to  dis- 
tinguish them."  Of  course  only  the  more  com- 

mon complaints  are  mentioned,  and  the  diag- 
nostic points  specified  are  such  as  are  most 

striking  to  the  untrained  eye.  The  therapeu- 
tical chapters  are  three.  The  first  is  on  the 

hygienic  means  of  cure,  mineral  waters,  cli- 
mate, the  Swedish  movements,  etc.  The 

second  discusses  medicines,  recommending 
especially  for  domestic  use  those  articles  found 
in  every  house,  indigenous  plants,  and  such 
drugs  as  are  most  efficacious  but  not  poisonous. 
The  materia  medica  thus  presented  is  admira- 

bly adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  general  public, 
and  is,  we  must  say,  a  model  of  its  kind. 

The  third  chapter,  on  "  Standard  Domestic 
Pi-emedies"  is  the  realization  of  a  proposition 
which  was  made  in  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 

cal Reporter  as  early  as  March,  1855,  name- 
ly, to  supplant  secret  and  patented  remedies 

by  a  series  of  approved  formulas  calculated  to 
meet  the  ordinary  demands  of  domestic  prac 
tice.  Acting  on  this  hint  (for  which  he  gives 
due  credit),  Dr.  Napheys  selects  a  set  of  re- 

cipes from  eminent  therapeutists  and  recom- 
mends them  to  be  put  up  and  sold  in  place  of 

the  unknown  compounds  generally  vended  for 
domestic  treatment.  The  formulas  chosen  are 
in  some  instances  open  to  objections,  but  the 
general  plan  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

The  remainder  of  the  volume  is  occupied 
with  descriptions  of  diseases  and  their  home 
treatment.  They  are  usually  explicit  and 
clear ;  except  for  seme  omissions,  which  ought 
in  a  future  edition  to  be  supplied,  this  part  is 
very  satisfactory. 

This  analysis  sufficiently  sets  forth  the 
scope  of  the  work,  and  justifies  us  in  sayiDg 
that  it  is  without  exception  the  book  of  its 
class  most  deserving  of  commendation  by 
ph}  sicians,  and  at  the  same  time,  from  its 
entertaining  style,  and  the  absence  of  technical 
words,  most  likely  to  be  perused  with  interest 
by  unscientific  readers.  The  open  and  clear 
print,  numerous  and  well-executed  illustra- 

tions, and  the  excellent  paper  used  will  also 
contribute  not  a  little  to  its  popularity. 

In  the  Charity  Hospital,  Berlin,  they  are 
using  with  success  in  small-pox,  the  substance 
called  hylol,  a  substance  of  the  benzole  series. 

Ten  to  "15  drops  every  2  or  3  hours  in  water or  capsules,  is  the  dose. 
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f^"  Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
ration,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  a*  to  require  little  revision. 

tKP~  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fun-  of  infor- 
mation that  rightfully  beloi.gs  ro  the  profession. 

The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
for  statements  made  oyer  the  names  of  correspondents. 

PRACTICES  AFFECTING-  POPULATION 
Within  the  last  few  weeks  we  have  received 

three  articles  upon  separate  topics,  but  closely- 
related  in  their  effect  upon  population,  and 
hence  meriting  a  more  extended  public  notice 
than  one  merely  professional.  For,  as  we  have 

often  pointed  out  in  these  pages,  taat  depart- 

ment of  our  science  known  as  "  State  Medi- 

cine "  profoundly  interests  the  statesman,  the 
patriot  and  the  philanthropist. 

The  three  articles  we  refer  to  are  a  lecture  by 

Dr.  William  Goodell,  on  "  The  Avoidance 
of  Offspring ; "  an  essay,  by  Dr.  Ely  Van 
deWarebr,  on  u  Criminal  Abortion  ;  "  and 

one,  by  Dr.  A.  Jacobi,  on  "  Infant  Mortality 
in  Public  Institutions," 
The  position  taken  by  the  first  of  these 

writers  is  that  there  are  no  harmless  means 

for  preventing  conception,  that  every  expedi- 
ent suggested,  even  that  of  total  abstinence 

from  intercourse,  will  damage  either  health  or 
morals,  or  both ;  and  that  recommendations 

of  every  such  course  on  the  grounds  of  pru- 

dence, or  poverty,  or  over-population,  or  ex- 
cessive child-bearing,  are  suspicious  and  con- 

demnable.  The  following  extract  will  show 

his  views.  The  lecture  appeared  in  the  Medi- 
cal Times  of  this  city  : 

"  The  husband  suffers  mentally,  because  no 

man  can  behave  in  so  unmanly  a  way  without 
a  keen  sense  of  self-abasement,  without  leing 
stung  by  the  chastisement  of  remorse.  Dis- 

honor the  body,  the  temple  of  the  soul,  and 
you  dishonor  the  soul.  Again,  by  this  cow- 

ardly recoil,  his  eujoyment  in  the  act  is  so 
blunted  that  he  is  tempted  to  seek  elsewhere 
for  those  pleasures  which  are  denied  him  at 
home.  Further,  he  suffers  physically,  because, 

although  he  passes  through  the  cri°is  of  the 
sexual  act  and  completes  it  in  that  sense,  yet, 
owing  to  his  withdrawal  from  the  person  of 
his  wife  just  before  the  moment  of  ejaculation, 
this  acme  of  the  orgasm,  by  the  lack  of  the 
normal  and  necessary  adjuvant — viz.,  the 
rugous  and  constringing  vagina — is  not  suffi- 

ciently prolonged  to  wholly  empty  the  vasa 
deferentia.  Enough  of  the  semen  remains  be- 

hind to  tease  his  organs  and  to  kindle  in  him 
desires  too  importunate  to  tolerate  any  great 
self-control.  He  is  thus  goaded  on  to  such 
sexual  excesses  as  no  brain  nor  brawn  can 

long  support;  for  a  constant  drain  on  the  life- 
giving  fluid  implies  a  constant  expenditure  of 
nerve-force.  Early  exhaustion  and  premature 
decrepitude  will  inevitably  ensue  if  this  prac- 

tice of  "  conjugal  onanism"  is  persisted  in. 
Nor  is  this  name  a  misnomer  ;  for  there  is  no 
essential  difference  between  this  habit  and 
that  of  masturbation.  ±soth  injure  in  precisely 
the  same  way,  and  for  precisely  the  same 
reasons.  It  does,  indeed,  seem  to  be  the  law 
of  Nature  that  man  must  suffer  the  punish- 

ment of  the  onanist  if  he  parts  with  the  "  seed 
of  another  life  "  in  any  other  way  than  in  that 
by  which  it  tends  to  become  fruitful. 

':  The  wife  suffers  the  most,  because  she  both 
sins  and  is  sinned  against.  She  sins,  because 
she  shirks  those  responsibilities  for  which  she 
was  created.  She  is  sinned  against  because 
she  is  defrauded  of  her  rights.  Lawful  con- 

gress completely  performed  so  far  satisfies  an 
imperious  instinct,  that  attendant  local  con- 

gestions are'  at  once  relieved,  and  to  great 
nervous  excitement  succeeds  a  calm  repose  of 
body  and  mind.  On  the  other  hand,  conjugal 
onanism  provokes  in  her  desires  which  keenly 
solicit  that  very  gratification  which  is  denied 
by  the  nature  of  the  act.  The  excessive 
stimulation  of  the  whole  reproductive  appa- 

ratus remain  unappeased.  A  nervous  super- 
excitation  continues,  which  keep  up,  as  in  our 

patient,  a  sexual  excitement  and  a  hyper£es- 
thesia  of  the  parts.   By  forfaiting  her  conju- 
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gal  rights,  she  does  not  reach  that  timely  con- 

juncture which  loosens  the  tensions  of  the 
coarotive  muscles  of  her  erectile  tissues. 
Hence  the  congestive  orgasm  of  the  vagina, 
uterus,  fallopian  tubes,  and  of  the  ovaries, 
does  not  at  once  pass  away,  but  persists  for 
some  time — perhaps  is  not  wholly  effaced  be- 

fore another  incomplete  coition  brings  a  fresh 
mstallment.  Thus  arise  engorgements,  ero- 

sions, and  displacements  of  the  uterus,  and 
inflammation  of  its  appendages,  accompanied, 
of  course,  by  all  those  protean  mental  and 
physical  manifestations  *hich  I  have  so  often 
pointed  out  to  you.  She  takes  dist  rted  views 
of  life  and  of  the  marriage  relation  and  har- 

bors resentment  against  her  husband  as  the 
author  of  all  her  ills." 

The  prevalence  of  the  habit  of  limiting  fami- 

lies justifies,  in  Dr.  Gqodttll's  opinion,  an 
energetic  warning  of  the  ill  consequences  he 
believes  always  result.  His  views  are  shared 

by  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston,  which 
body  lately  expressed  similar  sentiments. 
They  are  controverted  as  questions  of  fact  by 
Charles  Drysdale,  f  f  London,  and  to  a 

certain  extent  by  Professor  Matthews  Dun- 
can, of  Edinburgh.  One  point  should  be  clearly 

recognized  by  these  various  disputants,  and 
that  is,  that  to  the  physician,  salus  populi 
suprema  lex,  and  that  no  scientific  man  is 

authorized  or  justified  in  condemning  a  prac- 
tice from  a  scientific  point  of  view,  because  he 

considers  it  objectionable  morally..  Any  such 
procedure  is  illogical  in  the  extreme,  as  it 
transfers  by  a  jump,  as  it  were,  the  discussion 
from  the  realm  of  facts  to  that  of  ideas. 

Dr.  Van  de  Waeker's  essay  on  the  detec- 
tion of  criminal  abortion  presents  the  frequen- 

cy and  physical  bad  effects  of  that  violation 
of  nature  in  strong  light,  and  contains  much 
needed  information.  He  has  found  that  in- 

strumental means  are  far  less  frequently  re- 
sorted to  for  this  purpose  than  drugs.  Almost 

every  drug  store,  he  asserts,  has  some  prepa- 

ration which  it  prescribes  "  across  the  coun- 
ter" to  the  women  who  apply  for  something 

to  rid  them  of  their  unborn  children. 

Hundreds  of  gross  of  pills  are  sold  in  Alba- 

ny, Troy,  and  doubtless  most  other  cities, 
every  year  for  this  avowed  purpose.  Even 

country  store-keepers  keep  on  hand  com- 
pounds for  this  purpose  as  part  of  their  regu- 

lar stock.  To  be  sure,  there  is  a  law  in  New 

York  against  selling  drugs  for  this  purpose , 
but  it  is  the  interest  of  everybody  concerned 
to  disregard  that  statute,  and  consequently  it 
is  a  dead  letter. 

Yet  the  liability  of  abortion,  induced  medi- 
cally, to  terminate  fatally,  is  largely  in  excess 

of  that  brought  about  by  instrumental  means. 
Much,  however,  would  seem  to  depend  on  the 
drugs  used.  Probably  the  most  popular  of 
these  abortifacient  drugs  are  aloes,  rue,  and 
cotton  root.  The  sales  of  the  latter  have 

quadrupled  within  the  last  five  years,  and,  so 
far  as  we  kn@w,  it  has  no  other  use  than  that 

of  causing  premature  birth,  for  its  so-called 
"emmenagogue"  action  amounts  to  nothing 
else. 

Dr.  Jacobi's  address  brings  before  us  in 
vivid  colors  the  terrible  mortality  that  pre- 

vails in  large  public  institutions  for  the  care 
of  infants.  He  takes  as  an  example  the 

"Nursery  and  Child's  Hospital"  of  New  York 
city,  a  very  carefully  managed  institution,  in 
which  the  infants  are  fed  half  on  breast  milk, 
half  on  well-selected  artificial  food.  Most  of 
the  children  admitted  were  several  months 

old,  and  all  were  healthy  when  admitted. 
What  are  the  results  ?  We  give  them  in  his 

words : 

"  Statistics  prove  that  the  mortality  of  the 
infants  born  alive,  from  the  date  of  birth  to 
the  fifth  month  is  larger  than  that  of  infants 
between  that  age  and  two  years.  Of  three 
infants  who  die  before  the  the  termination  of 
their  first  year,  two  are  less  than  five  months 
old,  and  one  is  between  five  and  twelve  ;  and, 
of  thirty-one  who  die  before  the  end  of  their 
second  year,  twenty-six  have  not  reached  the 
end  of  the  first,  and  but  five  die  between  their 
first  and  second  year.  Thus,  of  the  above 
50  per  cent.,  eight  would  belong  to  the  second 
year,  forty-two  to  the  first.  They  were  ad- 

mitted at  a  time  of  life  when  mortality  is  but 
half  of  what  it  is  in  the  first  montns.   Thus  it 
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appears  that  the  mortality  of  the  Nursery,  if 
all  of  the  admitted  infants  were  new-horn  in- 

stead of  beiug  four  to  five  months  old,  would 
be  so  appalling  that  I  am  glad  I  am  not  re- 

quired to  state  its  exact  figures.  The  worst 
figures  of  the  European  foundling-hells  of 
former  centuries  are  not  more  fearful  than 

ours,  and,  although  being  an  officer  of  that  in- 
stitution myself,  and  believing  that  I  and  all 

the  rest  of  us  have  conscientiously  tried  to  do 
our  duty,  I  cannot  but  testify  and  bow  down 
to  the  truth,  that,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of 
the  medical  staff,  and  the  painstakings  of  kind- 
hearted  ladies,  the  probability  of  the  lives  of 
children  intrusted  to  a  public  institution  is 
very  slim  indeed.  The  younger  the  children, 
and  the  larger  the  institution,  the  surer  is 
death.  Every  story  added  to  an  edifice  which 
is  meant  to  be  a  temple  of  love  is  an  ad- 

ditional hecatomb  of  the  innocents.  Modern 

civilization,  planning  for  the  best,  but  mis- 
taken about  the  means,  has  succeeded  in  out- 

Heroding  Herod." 
These  figures  are  indeed  startling, and  justify 

his  conclusion  that  large  institutions  designed 
for  raising  young  infants  should  be  done  away 
with. 

Instead  of  placing  them  in  such  establish- 
ments, his  proposition  is  to  board  them  with 

families  in  the  country,  as  is  often  done  in 

Europe.  This,  indeed,  offers  them  practically 
their  only  chance  of  life. 

In  these  sad  phases  of  our  modern  civiliza- 
tion we  recogr  ize  gigantic  evils  which  it  is  the 

peculiar  duty  of  the  physician  to  combat.  We 
cannot  calculate  the  damage  they  are  doing, 
not  merely  by  reducing  the  sum  total  of  our 
national  strength,  for  we  estimate  this  as  the 

least  of  their  attendant  evils,  but  by  destroy- 
ing the  incitements  to  virtue,  by  altering  the 

purpose  of  marriage  and  the  relations  of  the 
sexes,  by  familiarizing  the  mind  with  base 
purposes,  and  by  sapping  individual  health. 

None  of  these  things  can  occur  without  spread- 
ing disease,  debility  and  premature  death. 

Without  unreservedly  accepting  the  opin- 
ions of  either  of  the  writers  we  have  quoted, 

the  almost  simultaneous  discussions  by  acute 
observers  in  different  fields  of  topics  so  closely 

allied  is  a  remarkable— we  may  even  say  a 

portentous  and  ominous — coincidence,  which 
must  strike  the  attention  of  all.  Unfortunately, 

except  the  last  mentioned,  in  none  of  them  do 
we  find  practical  suggestions  for  diminishing 
the  evils  described.  It  is  clear  enough  that 

addressing  exclusively  professional  audiences 
will  not  do  it. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Alumni  Association  of  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  17, 1872. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

Dear  Sirs :  Will  you  please  insert  the  fol- 
lowing notice  in  your  next  issue  : 

"  The  Alumni  Association  of  the  Jefferson 

Medical  College  proposes  to  hold  a  social  re- 
union during  the  meeting  of  the  American 

Medical  Association  in  Philadelphia  in  May 
next.  The  alumni  of  the  college  are  cordially 
invited  to  attend.  Those  who  expect  to  be 
present  are  requested  to  send  their  names  and 
addresses  to  either  of  the  secretaries  :  J.Ew- 
m&  Mears,  M.  D,,  222  S.  16th  street ;  R.  J. 
Dunglison,  M.  D.,  636  N.  18th  street. 

"Yours  respectfully, 

"  J.  Ewing  Mears." 

A  ""University"  Diploma  at  a  Disccunt  in 
England. 

The  medical  diplomas  issued  for  a  consider- 
ation by  certain  to-called  medical  universities 

of  this  State,  to  foreigners  and  persons  not  qual- 
ified, do  not  appear  to  be  thought  very  highly 

of  in  England,  where  a  druggist  was  recently 
fined  a  hundred  dollars  oy  a  magistrate  for 
falsely  assuming  the  title  of  M.  D.,  although 
he  had  one  of  these  diplomas  in  his  pocket. 
The  charge  against  him  was  that  he  had  sent 
out  bills  for  professional  attendance  with  the 
letters  M.  D.  attached  to  his  name,  and  had 
the  same  title  printed  underneath  his  name  on 
a  lamp  in  front  of  his  door.  For  the  defense 
it  was  shown  that  he  had  received  a  diploma 
of  "  The  Medical  University  of  Pennsylva- 

nia," (Philadelphia?)  and  it  was  contended  by 
his  counsel  that  even  if  the  college  bad  no 
power  to  grant  the  diploma,  yet  if  the  defend- 

ant believed  it  had,  the  charge  must  fail  to  the 
ground.  The  magistrate  took  a  different  view 
of  the  matter,  however,  and  fined  him  the  sum 
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of  twenty  pounds  and  costs.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
the  State  Senate  Committee  appointed  last 
week  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the 
facts  connected  with  the  alleged  traffic  in 
these  diplomas,  will  sift  the  subject  to  the 
bottom,  and  that  if  necessary  the  Legislature 
will  revoke  the  charters  of  such  institutions  as 
are  proved  to  be  thus  bringing  the  good  name 
of  the  Commonwealth  into  contempt  and  dis- 
repute. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Medical  Society  of  Alleghany  County,  Pa. 

The  Alleghany  County  (Pa.)  Medical  Asso- 
ciation held  an  election  for  officers  and  dele- 

gates, for  the  present  year,  with  the  following 
result :  President,  Geo.  D.  Bruce  ;  Yice  Pre- 

sident, Thomas  Mahon ;  Recording  Secretary, 
W.  H.  Da  y  ;  As-istant  Recording  Secretary, 
W.  H.  McKelvey  ;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Thos.  J.  Gallaher;  Treasurer,  N.  McDonald  ; 
Censor,  J.  C.  Maginni ;  Medical  Examiners, 
B.  C.  Wilion,  A.  M.  Pollock,  T.  W.  Shaw  ; 
Delegates  to  Air  erican  Medical  Association, 
James  King,  Gallaher, Pollock, Foster,  Wood, 
Daly,  McDonald,  Asdale,  Snodgrass,  Husel- 
ton  ;  Delegates  to  State  Medical  Society,  Jas. 
King,  Daly,  Walker,  Wood,  Pollock,  Bruce, 
Coffey,  Knox,  Simpson,  Foster,  McClean, 
Jones,  Sarver,  Magee,  Reiter,  Legge,  Leasure, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Mo  wry. 

List  of  Medical  Patents  issued  from  the  U. 
S.  Patent  Office  to  American  inventors,  for 
the  week  ceding  January  30tb,  1872,  and  each 
bearing  that  date.  Furnished  this  paper  by 
Cox  &  Cox,  Solicitors  of  Patents,  Washing- ton, D.  C. : 
Medical  Compound  or  Salve,  Theodore  Kuhn,  Green- ville, N.J. 
Compound  Salve  for  Cure  of  Cancer,  H.  J.  Kendall, 

JarratTs'  Depot,  Va. 
Ladies'  Accouching  Garment,  H.  R.  Easterling,  Ben- nettsville,.  S.  C. 
Artificial  Teeth,  C.  H.  Mack,  Portlaad,  Oregon. 
Reissues. — Vaginal  Irrigator,  M.  Matt- on,  New  York City. 
January  23d,  1872.— Galvanic  Truss,  M.  Schuppert,  New Orleans,  .La. 
Medical  Compound,  R.  L.  Turner,  Columbia,  Texas. 

A  Natural  Bone-setter. 
A  certain  Frau  Regina  del  Cin,  from  a  small 

village  near  Trieste  on  the  Adriatic,  has  been 
creating  no  little  stir  in  Venice,  Trieste  and 
Vienna,  during  the  last  year,  by  her  opera- 

tions on  old  luxations,  stiff  joints,  etc.  She  is 
about  fifty  years  of  age,  small,  black-eyed,  ac- 

tive and  muscular.  An  opportunity  was  given 
her  at  Trieste  in  the  General  Hospital,  with, 
it  was  alleged  in  the  Vienna  medical  papers 
(especially  the  Medicinische  Wochcnschrift), 
extraordinary  results.    This  winter  she  is  in 

Vienna,  but  the  reports  as  to  her  success  in 
the  hospitals  are  contradictory.  Certain  it  is, 
however,  that  she  is  "  coining  money"  from 
the  general  populace,  with  whom  she  is  a 
great  favorite,  and  who  flock  to  her  rooms  for 
treatment  in  crowds. 

Sudden  Death  of  a  Physician- 
January  27th,  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Macwhinney, 

M.  D.,  1510  Vine  street,  died  very  suddenly, 
aged  53  years.  Deceased  was  out  late  on 
Wednesday  evening  attending  to  his  patients, 
and  retired  to  r  st  about  ten  o'clock.  About 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning  his  wife  no- 

ticed her  husband  breathing  strangely,  and 
called  some  of  the  servants,  but  the  deceased 
expired  in  a  few  minutes.  The  coroner  held 
an  inquest,  when  a  verdict  of  death  from 
apoplexy  was  returned. 

■  A  French  savant,  in  a  paper  "  On  the 
alteration  of  Well  Water  by  proximity  of 
Eurial  Grounds,"  asserts  that  a  distance  of  150 
yards  is  insufficient  to  protect  water  trom  con- 

tamination with  organic  matter  from  ceme- 
teries. 

MARRIAGES. 

Hoixoway—  Chatham.— Feb.  6th, in  Flemingtoi,  Pa., 
by  Rev.  H.  C.  Holloway  assisted  by  Rev.  M.  P.  Croth- wait.  Dr.  L.  M.  Holloway,  ot  Jacksonville,  Pa.,  and  Miss 
Annie  M.  Chatham. 
Hopkins— Monroe.— At  Baltimore,  Feb.  7th,  at  the 

residence  ot  the  bride's  father,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Leeds,  Frank iNi evil le  (Hopkins  of  Baltimore,  and  Frances  A.,  only 
daughter  of  Dr.  N.  P.  M  onroe,  formerly  of  Belfast.  Maine. 
Meeser— Burroughs.— On  the  10th  inst.,  in  Titus- 

ville,  N.  J.,  By  the  Rev.  John  S.  Giimor,  r.  George  F. 
Meeser  to  Saiiie  E.,  daughter  of  John  Wesley  Burroughs, 
Esq. 

Sineleb — Brock. —  On  Saturday,  February  10,  at  St. 
Clement's  Church,  by  the  Rev.  Win.  Herbert  Korris,  Dr. Wharton  Sinkler  and  Ella,  daughter  of  John  Penn  Brock, Esq. 

smith — Imhop  Dec.  2,  in  the  Protestant  Church  in 
Munich,  Bavaria,  by  the  pastor,  Dr.  Normand  Smith,  of 
this  city,  and  Miss  Elena  lmhof. 

DEATHS. 
Griffiths  In  this  city,  on  the  14th  inst.,  of  disease  of 

the  lungs,  J.  Steinmetz  Griffiths,  youngest  son  of  Dr.  C. 
M.  ami  Mary  R.  Griffiths. 
Hamilti  n. — At  Morristown,  Belmont  co.,  Ohio,  on 

January  5th,  1872,  Robert  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  in  the  69th 
year  of  his  age. 
Johnson.— In  New  York  city,  on  the  4th  inst.,  suddenly, 

Woolsey,  infant  son  of  Catharine  R.  and  Dr.  Woolsey 
Johnson,  aged  3  monbts Lee  At  his  residence  in  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  February  14, 
1872,  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.,  in  the  72d  year  of  h  s  age. 
Leonard.— At  his  residence  in  Lansingburg,  N.  Y., 

February  9th,  after  ar  illnes  ot  a  few  hours,  F.  B.  Leon- ard M.  D  ,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age. 
McIlwain.— In  this  city,  on  the  16th  inst.,  of  dropsy  of 

the  heart,  R.  Emmett  McOwain,  M.  D.,  son  of  J.  K.  Mc- 
Ilwain,  aged  24  years  and  8  months. 
Spear.— In  Westfield,  N.  J.,  February  9th,  in  the  79th 

year  ofhis  age,  Henry  F.  Spear,  M.  D. 
Swift.— Suddenly,  at  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  George  B. Swift,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 
Underwood.— At  Wapakoneta,  O.,  January,  29th,  Dr. 

John  W.  Underwood  in  his  48th  year. 
Waddington.— Suddenlv,  on  the  8th  inst.,  at  Salem.  N. 

J.,  Lizzie  W.,  wife  of  Dr.  B.  A.  Waddington,  in  the  28th year  of  her  age. 
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SMALL-POX— HISTORY  AND  STATIS- 
TICS OF  THE  EPIDEMIC  IN  RICH- 

LAND CO.  —  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE 
DISEASE-PROTECTIVE  INFLUENCE 
OF  VACCINATION-PRINCIPLES  AND 
MODES  OF  TREATMENT. 

By  O.  A.  Battson,  M.  D., 
Of  Claremont,  Ills. 

So  much  has  already  been  written  on  the 
nature  and  treatment  of  small-pox,  that,  per- 

haps, nothing  new  can  be  offered  here  ;  the 
only  purpose  of  the  writer  being  to  present  a 
brief  resume  of  what  is  now  known  of  this, 
the  most  loathsome,  if  not  the  most  fatal,  of 
all  human  maladies.  For  some  time  past 
many  of  the  great  cities,  towns,  villages,  and 
even  country  districts  in  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  have  suffered  from  the  ravages 
of  this  fearful  pestilence,  the  disease  in  many 
instances  assuming  the  form  of  an  epidemic, 
or  rather,  taking  on  that  character  from  some 
specific  atmospheric  condition,  always  so 
favorable  to  the  wide  diffusion  and  more  rapid 
spread  of  contagion. 

It  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  writer  to  have 
witnessed  as  many  as  four  of  its  visitations, 
at  different  periods,  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years.  That  prevailing  here  now,  the 
most  extensive  of  any,  began  about  the  mid- 

dle of  December.  The  sources  of  contagion 
were  two.  A  young  man  from  Chicago,  on  a 
visit  to  his  friends,  infected  two  German  fanr 
ilies,  living  about  three  miles  in  the  country, 
the  one  consisting  of  six,  and  the  other  of 
eight  persons,  all  taking  the  disease  about  the 
same  time.  Unfortunately,  the  care  of  these 
cases  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  ignorant  pre- 

tender, who  pronounced  the  disease  chicken- 
pox.  From  this  man's  consummate  ignorance 
t  is  estimated  that  largely  over  one  hundred 
persons  were  unwittingly  exposed  to  the  small- 

pox contagion.  The  mother  of  one  of  the 
families  dying,  alarm  and  suspicion  were  now 
awakened,  and  a  messenger  was  dispatched  to 
this  office.  For  reasons  temporarily  existing, 
it  was  arranged  that  Dr.  Lowry,  in  the  office 
with  me,  should  take  charge  of  the  cases. 
The  second  source  of  contagion  was  afforded 
by  a  Swiss  girl,  who  infected  a  child  in  the 
streets  of  Olney,  the  county  town  ;  and  going 
three  miles  in  the  country  infected  a  German 
family  of  several  persons,  where  she  died.  A 
Swiss  family,  from  whom  I  have  this  history, 
attended  her  funeral,  and  four  of  the  six  sub- 

sequently took  small-pox,  a  child  one  year 
old  dying  with  it.  The  child  in  Olney  also  in- 

fected the  mother,  who  now  has  the  disease. 
The  Board  of  Health  of  that  city  has  taken 

the  matter  in  hands,  but  so  far  have  been  un- 
able to  arrest  the  contagion.  Several  mem- 
bers of  a  family  just  outside  the  city  now  have 

the  disease,  and  the  neighborhood  being 
thickly  peopled,  it  is  feared  the  contagion  will 
with  difficulty  be  arrested. 

Dr,  Lowry  has  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  lor  Claremont  township,  thirty-five 
cases  under  treatment.  He  has  tabulated  all 
his  cases  as  varioloid;  six  confluent,  fifteen 
semkconfluent,  and  fourteen  distinct ;  two 

fatal,  one  fifty-four  and  the  other  sixty-four 
years  of  age.  He  reports  to  me  that,  from  one 
to  five  of  several  families  had  the  disease  at 
the  same  time.  People  were  much  alarmed, 
and  competent  nurses  were  hard  to  find.  The 
two  fatal  cases  had  no  regular  nurse,  and  this, 

no  doubt,  helped  on  the  the  result.  Both  be- 
came delirious.   Burglars  chased  one  out  of 
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doors;  and  the  other  was  found  outside,  put- 
ting props  against  the  house  to  prevent  its 

falling.  Both  were  taken  back  to  bed,  but 
soon  died.  Twelve  days  from  his  first  visit, 
I  was  called  to  see  Dr.  Lowry  himself. 
Fearing  that  he  might  carry  the  contagion  to 
his  wife  and  child,  he  remained  most  of  his 
time  in  the  infected  neighborhood.  Leaving 
the  boy,  then  a  week  old,  in  the  care  of  his 
mother,  she  now  consented  to  let  me  off.  I 
found  the  doctor  in  the  same  room  with  one 
of  his  patients,  four  others  being  in  the  rooms 
below.  With  the  help  of  an  attentive  and  ex- 

perienced nurse,  I  treated  him  through  as 
grave  confluent  variola  as  I  remember  to 
have  ever  seen.  It  is  worth  while  to  mention 

the  doctor's  case,  for  he  had  repeatedly  tested 
his  insusceptibility  to  the  vaccine  disease  in 
nis  childhood, and  while  in  the  army.  During 
his  attendance  on  the  disease,  I  inserted,  as 
he  occasionally  came  to  the  office,  six  sepa- 

rate parcels  of  fresh  vaccine  crust  in  his  arm, 
but  without  perceptible  effect.  During  the 
decline  of  the  variolous  eruption,  it  was  now 
noticed  that  the  vaccine  vesicles  also,  had 
matured  and  begun  their  regular  decline. 
Some  hidden  influence  evidently  awoke  the 
dormant  vaccine  disease,  about  the  time  the 
variolous  eruption  made  its  appearance. 

During  this  epidemic  I  have  seen  and 
treated  seventeen  new  cases;  fourteen  vario- 

loid, two  confluent,  three  semi-confluent,  and 
nine  distinct.  Three  had  variola,  two  conflu- 

ent, and  one  distinct.  Fatal,  one  infantile- 
confluent  variola,  the  child  dying  of  suffoca- 

tion, on  the  fifth  day  of  eruption.  An  ©ppor- 
tunity  was  now  presented,  by  the  Swiss  family 
before  mentioned,  of  noting  the  time,  as  well 
as  degree  of  protection  afforded  by  previous 
vaccination.  After  the  child  above  mention- 

ed died,  the  mother,  twenty-five  years  vacci- 
nated, escaped  the  disease  entirely.  The 

father,  forty  years  vaccinated,  as  also  a  boy, 
eight  years  vaccinated,  had  a  very  scattering 
eruption,  neither  of  them  going  to  bed.  A 
young  girl,  five  years  vaccinated,  took  the 
disease  more- gravely  and  was  confined  to  bed 
three  or  four  days.  A  boy  fifteen  years  old, 
and  fourteen  years  vaccinated,  escaped  alto- 

gether. Two  children  of  another  family,  one 
with  distinct  variola,  the  other  varioloid,  had 
convulsions,  but  recovered.  Three  grown 
persons  had  mild  secondary  fever.  The  total 
number  of  cases  seen  from  this  office  was 
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fifty-two.  Variola  three,  and  one  fatal. 
Varioloid  forty-nine,  and  two  fatal.  Several 
other  cases  among  Germans  here  have  had  no 
medical  attendance.  One  of  these,  a  small 

child,  died  last  night.  "With  the  cases  out- side of  this  township,  the  probable  total  will 
likely  reach  seventy,  in  this  county, up  to  this 
date. 

February  14.— The  epidemic  is  rapidly  on 
the  decline  in  this  locality;  have  seen  no 
new  cases  for  several  weeks  past.  During 

my  attendance  on  the  disease,  as  always  be- 
fore, I  have  daily  associated  with  my  family ; 

but  of  course  with  proper  precautions,  tho- 
rough ablutidns  and  complete  change  of  cloth- 

ing in  the  office  before  entering  the  house.  I 
have  also  constantly  attended  to  my  usual 
routine  practice,  outside  the  infected  district* 
I  have  lately,  and  during  the  epidemic,  at- 

tended several  obstetrical  cases.  I  have 

never  communicated  small-pox  to  a  mother  or 
her  babe,  nor  to  any  other  person.  As  to  my 
own  protection,  that  is  secured  from  vaccina- 

tion in  early  childhood,  having  now  two  as 
perfect  cicatrices  as  ever  seen.  Always,  just 
before  visiting  small- pox  patients,  I  revaccin- 
ate  myself,  and  almost  daily  thereafter  insert 
fresh  vaccine  material  in  the  arm.  I  have 
done  so  tms  time,  but  as  always  before,  with 
no  appreciable  results.  I  may  mention  also 
that  I  have  several  pits  from  chicken-pox 
scattered  over  my  person,  which  I  have 
thought  might  afford  some  protection,  both 
from  their  permanency,  and  analogy  to  vario 
lous  pits,  both  being  produced  by  specific  sup- 

purative inflammation.  But  this  thought  may 
pass  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Before  this  paper  is  closed  I  ask  leave  to 
offer  a  few  thoughts  in  reference  to  the  cause 
and  pathology  of  variolous  fever.  Most  of 
the  class-books,  I  think,  dismiss  these  topics 
rather  summarily  for  the  advance  of  the  stu- 

dent. Of  the  intimate  nature  of  the  virus  or 

contagion  by  which  small-pox  is  engendered, 
nothing  is,  or  perhaps  ever  will  be,  definitely 
known.  The  matter  inclosed  in  a  variolous 
pustule  differs  in  no  appreciable  qualities  from 
the  pus  of  chancre  or  syphilitic  bubo  ;  and  all 
we  know  about  it  is,  that  emanations  arising 
from  it  are  received  into  the  circulation 
through  the  medium  of  the  air  respired ;  and 
that  after  mingling  for  a  while  with  the  blood, 
it  produces  certain  specific  effects.  Whether 
it  be  fluid  or  gaseous,  or  even  animalcular  and 
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vitalized,  has  never  yet  been  determined  by 
the  most  delicate  chemical  tests,  or  by  the 
aid  of  the  most  powerful  microscope. 

The  term  zymosis,  as  applied  to  the  conta- 
gious eruptive  fevers,  is  nothing  more  than  an 

elegant  expansion  of  the  first  crude  notions 
of  the  humoral  pathologists.  We  never  could 
exactly  grasp  the  idea  of  fermentation  among 
the  living  constituents  of  the  human  blood. 
But  granting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that 
such  fermentative  action  may  take  place 
among  the  inorganic  elements  of  the  blood, 
then  such  process,  it  appears  to  us,  must  ne- 

cessarily destroy  the  vitality  of  its  fibrine  and 
delicate  corpuscles,  that  mainly  constitute  it 
a  living  fluid.  Besides  this,  no  such  fermen- 

tation among  these  transient  and  changeable 
constituents  of  the  blood,  possessing  as  they 
do  no  degree  cf  vitality,  would  be  sufficient 
forever  to  impress,  and  by  impressing  forever, 
to  protect  the  human  body  from  a  second  or 
an  indefinite  number  of  attacks  of  contagious 
disease. 

Some  other  explanation,  then,  some  other 
theory  must  be  wrought  out,  by  which  to  ac- 

count for  this  immunity  from  the  repeated  as- 
saults of  variolous  contagion. 

The  specific  virus  or  poison  by  which  small- 
pox is  induced,  not  ©nly  during  the  stage  of 

incubation,  but  throughout  the  whole  course 
of  the  eruptive  fever,  is  intimately  mingling 
with  and  specifically  impressing  the  vital  ele- 

ments of  the  blood,  and  because  vital,  per 
manently  and  forever,  its  organizable  fibrine 
— convertible  albumen— and  cellular  corpus- 

cles, thus  diffusing  itself  through  and  com- 
pletely saturating  the  whole  current  of  the 

circulation.  It  is  easy  to  see  now,  with  the 
vital  elements  of  the  blood  thus  specifically 
and  permanently  impressed,  that  the  resulting 
organism,  in  its  molecular  structure,  and  as  a 
whole,  must  be  also  specifically  and  perma- 

nently impressed  ;  and  the  body,  as  a  conse- 
quence, forever  thereafter  rendered  insensi- 

ble to  a  seeond  impression  of  variolous  con- 
tagion. The  only  possible  explanation  of  re- 

curring attacks  of  small-pox  must  be  found  in 
the  fact,  that,  the  specific  impressions  cf  the 
virus,  or  the  consequent  molecular  changes  of 
structure,  have  not  been  so  perfect  or  com- 

plete as  to  guarantee  that  immunity  which  is 
the  almost  universal  law  of  contagion.  That 
a  second  attack  of  small-pox,  once  in  a  great 
while,  does  occur,  cannot  be  disputed.  I 

have  seen  one  such  instance  myself.  The 
disease  occurred  in  early  childhood,  and,  with 
the  cicatrices  still  perfectly  distinct,  again  at 
the  age  of  fifty-four.  The  first  seizure  was  of 
the  distinct  kind ;  the  recurrent,  closely  con- 

fluent. And  this,  I  suppose,  must  always  be 
the  case,  that  the  recurrent  attack  must  be 
grave  or  slight,  according  as  the  first  may 
have  been  severe  or  trifling.  But  further  as 
to  the  pathology  of  the  disease. 

It  is  a  special  law  of  all  contagious  erup- 
tive fevers,  that  the  specific  virus  or  conta- 
gion by  which  each  is  engendered  has  an  elec- 
tive affinity  for,  and  a  determinate  tendency 

to,  elimination  through  some  particular  struc- 
ture of  the  skin.    Thus,  the  contagion  of 

scarlatina  is  eliminated  from  the  blood  through 
the  flattened  and  compressed  cuticular  cells 
of  the  superficial  skin,  the  disease,  as  a  con- 

sequence, always  ending  in  desquamation  of 
the  cuticle.   The  contagion  of  small-pox,  ob- 

serving the  same  law,  makes  its  exit  from  the 
blood  through  the  minute  glandular  append- 

ages of  the  true  skin,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  disease  always  terminates  in  pustulation. 
It  is  true  also  of  variolous  pathology,  that  the 
specific  poison  with  which  the  blood  is  charged, 
sometimes  manifests,  perhaps  from  being  in 
excess,  a  decided  tendency  to  seize  upon  cer- 

tain ductless  glands,  which,  being  provided 
with  no  excretory  channels  for  the  escape  of 
the  virus,  become  infiltrated  with  purulent 
matter,  or  broken  down  by  softening.  The 
spleen  is  thus  often  found  in  fatal  cases  of 
small-pox,  in  a  greater  or  less  advanced  de- 

gree of  softening.   The  liver  and  kidneys,  on 
the  contrary,  provided  as  they  are  with  large 
and  sufficient  ducts,  and  specially  appointed 
for  the  depuration  of  the  blood,  in  health  and 
disease,  are  seldom  affected  in  any  kind  of 
fever  with  serious  structural  alterations.  We 
have  occasionally  seen  the  absorbent  glands 
of  the  scalp  and  neck  affected  with  abscess 
requiring  the  use  of  the  lancet.   The  child 
before  mentioned,  that  died  during  this  epi- 

demic, had    threatened   inguinal  abscess, 
which,  had  sufficient  time  been  allowed,  would 
doubtless  have  resulted  in  suppuration.  The 
parotid  also,  I  have    so   metimes  seen  is 
much  swollen,  and  sensible  to   the  touch. 
Axillary  and  other    abscesses  have  been 
known  to  occur  m  the  graver  and  confluent 
forms  of  the  disease.   Thus  it  appears,  from 
what  has  here  been  advanced,  that  the  virus 
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or  contagion  of  small-pox,  in  addition  to  its 
normal  mode  cf  elimination  from  the  blood, 
is  sometimes  expelled  through  the  vicarious 
substitution  of  other  glandular  structures. 

It  will  be  remembered  of  the  52  cases  re 
ported  in  this  paper,  that  49  of  them  had 
been  previously  vaccinated,  and  took  the  dis- 

ease in  its  modified  form.  It  was  stated  also, 
as  was  supposed,  that  over  one  hundred  per- 

sons had  been  exposed  to  the  contagion  during 
the  epidemic.  Deducting  now  the  number  of 
unprotected  persons,  as  per  statement  above, 
the  alarming  result  is  shown  that  about  50 
per  cent,  or  one-half,  of  those  vaccinated 
subsequently  took  small-pox.  If  the  same  ■ 
result  is  exhibited  wherever  epidemic  small- 

pox has  prevailed  in  the  United  States  during 
the  winter  now  passing,  then  such  statistics 
would  undoubtedly  show  not  the  real,  indeed, 
but  the  apparent  security,  or  insecurity  rather, 
afforded  by  previous  vaccination. 
Without  advancing  any  reasons  for  the 

opinion  now,  the  proper  limits  of  a  paper 
like  this  forbidding  such  a  discussion,  I  cannot 
but  regard  the  two  diseases,  cow-pox  and 
small-pox,  as  radically  distinct  and  separate 
affections ;  and  that  the  complete  saturation 
of  the  human  body  with  the  virus  or  contagion 
of  the  one,  effectually  and  forever  protects  it 
from  the  morbid  impressions  of  the  other. 
2^0  theoretical  expositions,  we  know,  how- 

ever skillfully  or  ingeniously  wrought,  will 
ever  be  sufficient  to  prove  this.  Facts  alone 
must  be  submitted  for  its  truth. 

The  first  experiment  ever  undertaken,  and 
that  was  by  Jenner  himself , fully  and  triumph- 

antly demonstrated  this  then  doubtful  propo- 
sition. Yariolous  matter  was  not  long  after- 

ward inserted  in  the  arm  of  the  boy  whom  he 
had  vaccinated  ;  and  although  the  variolous 
inoculation  was  carefully  conducted,  not  the 
slightest  effect  was  observed  to  follow.  Two 
years  later  than  this,  a  number  of  similar  ex- 

periments were  made,  and  all  of  them  being 
equally  successful  with  the  first,  the  discovery 
of  vaccine  inoculation  was  now  announced 
to  the  world.  Nor  is  this  hope  of  protection 

from  the  pestilence  "  that  walketh  in  dark- 
ness," after  the  lapse  of  three-quarters  of  a 

century,  yet  lost  to  mankind.  Every  medical 
man,  who  has  ever  treated  variolous  fever, 
can  attest  the  truth  of  the  permanent  protec- 

tion of  numbers  of  his  acquaintances.  Many 
physicians  confidently  go  forth,  protected  by 
this  invulnerable  shield,  to  grapple  with  the 

pestilence,  and  smooth  down  this  pillow  of 
human  suffering.  "  How  great  then,"  as  a 
writer  has  eloquently  expressed  it,  "  how  un- 

requitable are  the  obligations  of  mankind  to 
the  individual  who  first  drew  the  secret  from 

the  dark  recess  of  rural  tradition,  and  ren- 
dered it  available  to  the  whole  human  race." 

There  are  exceptions  we  know,  as  in  the 
days  of  Jenner,  constituting  a  small  per  cent, 
of  persons  liable  to  take  small-pox  after  hav- 

ing been  successlully  vaccinated.  But  it 
should  also  be  remembered  that  failures  oc- 

cur in  those  who  have  been  successfully  vari- 
olated. I  know  an  elderly  lady  in  this  town 

who  was  successfully  inoculated  in  childhood 
with  variolous  matter.  During  this  epidemic 
she  was  vaccinated  under  my  own  supervision, 
and  I  know  from  observation  that  the  vaccine 
vesicle  became  well  matured,  only  that  the 
scale  was  smaller  than  usual.  Had  this  lady 
been  exposed  without  vaccination  no  one  can 
doubt  that  she  would  have  taken  small-pox. 
Doubtless  a  considerable  number  of  similar 
cases  might  be  collected. 
The  truth  then  would  seem  to  be,  even 

when  the  purest  and  most  active  vaccine  virut 
is  employed,  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to 
completely  saturate  the  blood  by  the  method 
of  inoculation,  or  inserting  the  matter  in  the 
arm.  The  only  means  of  knowing  that  com- 

plete saturation  of  the  system  has  been  ob- 
tained, is  to  test  it  by  a  second  insertion— this 

should  never  be  neglected.  Many  physicians 
even  are  in  the  habit  of  making  but  a  single 

puncture.  Such  a  method  is  obviously  impro- 
per, and  affords  the  greatest  chances  of  fail- 

ure. The  skin,  it  should  be  remembered,  is 
differently  endowed  in  different  persons  with 
the  power  of  absoption.  I  have  been  in  the 
habit  during  this  epidemic  of  doubly  and 
thrice  vaccinating — inserting  as  many  differ- 

ent parcels  of  the  virus ;  or,  if  using  but  one, 
of  making  several  punctures.  This  certainly 
affords  a  much  better  chance  of  success  by  in- 

creasing the  number  of  absorbing  points. 
The  most  fruitful  source  of  failure  and  dis- 

appointment, however,  is  to  be  found  among 
the  people  themselves.  After  the  order  of 
compulsory  vaccination  by  the  Board  of 
Health  in  this  township,  I  had  the  opportu- 

nity of  giving  some  attention  to  this  subject. 
Great  numbers  coming  into  the  office  present- 

ed abnormal  cicatrices,  many  of  them  not  at 
all  depressed  or  indented,  but  elevated  rather, 
and  smooth  as  glass,  with  ragged  edges,  or 
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having  an  oblong  figure.  Others  would  be  of 
the  regular  size,  and  even  depressed,  but  with- 

out the  characteristic  punctated  points.  On 
inquiry  I  learned  that  most  of  these  had  either 
vaccinated  themselves,  or  had  been  vaccinated 
by  other  incompetent  or  unprofessional  per- 

sons. Such  persons,  of  course,  are  unable  to 
distinguish,  a  vaccine  from  other  vesicles  or 
sores,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  sup- 

posed vaccination  affords  no  kind  of  protec- 
tion ;  or  even,  as  I  have  seen,  engrafts  other 

diseases.  Such  a  practice,  of  course,  can  only 
be  prevented  by  legal  measures.  State  vac- 

cine establishments,  as  in  most  countries  of 
Europe,  would  better  secure  the  protection  of 
the  people. 

There  can  be  no  such  thing,  as  common  par- 
lance has  it,  as  vaccination  ever  running  out. 

It  is  certainly  as  philosophical  to  speak  of 
different  degrees  of  inoculation  or  artificial 
cow-pox,  as  to  contend  there  are  different  de- 

grees of  casual  infection.  In  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  virus  absorbed,  and  carried 
into  the  circulation,  in  that  proportion  ex- 

actly will  be  the  measure  of  protection  afford- 
ed. If  a  sufficiency  of  the  virus  has  been  so 

absorbed,  that  is,  sufficient  for  the  full  satura- 
tion of  the  system,  the  body  will  certainly 

thereafter  become  forever  protected  from  the 
invasion  of  small-pox. 

TREATMENT. 

We  come  now,  briefly  to  refer  to  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  treatment  of  small-pox  is 

to  be  conducted.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  dis- 
eases, we  must  take  our  lessons  from  nature 

herself,  carefully  observing  the  method  she 
adopts.  Do  we  possess  any  means  by  which 
to  assist  her  in  the  elimination  of  the  poison  ? 
We  certainly  do.  The  secretions,  and  above 
all  that,  of  the  kidneys,  must  be  encouraged 
and  steadily  maintained.  Much  of  the  poison 
is  thus  carried  out  of  the  system.  No  medical 
man  can  for  a  moment  doubt  that  the  urine 

of  a  small-pox  patient  is  infectious,  or  that 
this  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  communicate 
the  disease,  Nor  can  he  possibly  doubt  that 
the  prespiration,  biliary  secretions  and  alvine 
discharges  are  alike  infectious.  With  a  view, 
then,  of  assisting  in  carrying  out  the  blood 
poison  in  this  fever,  we  are  constantly  in  the 
habit  of  prescribing : 

JBc.    Spts.  nitric  ether,  f.^j. 
Tinct.  scillte,  f.,fss. 
Tinct.  digitalis,  f .gas., 

of  which  a  teaspoonful  is  given  every  three 

hours  in  demulcent  drink— melon  seed  tea. 
This  allays  febrile  excitement,  and  always  in- 
creases  the  quantity  of  urine,  thus  carrying 
off  a  portion  of  the  poison  with  which  the 
blood  is  charged.  I  almost  invariably  give  a 

Dover's  powder  at  night.  It  acts  like  a  charm. 
Nothing  we  can  do  for  the  patient  is  like 

securing  him  a  good  night's  rest.  The  bowels 
are  to  be  opened,  not  purged.  Every  other 
day  is  amply  sufficient.  This  simple  plan  of 
medication,  with  free  ventilation,  plenty  of 
fresh  air  in  the  apartment,  and  pleasantly 
acidulated  drinks,  is  about  all  that  is  required 
in  ordinary  cases.  Sometin  es,  however,  the 
ireatment  must  be  varied.  We  always  con- 

trol delirium  by  adding  sulphate  of  morphine 
to  the  Dover's  powder.  This  dose  repeated 
at  proper  intervals  will  nearly  always  subdue 
the  morbid  excitement.  In  this  case  the 
chamber  is  always  to  be  darkened,  and  the 
lamps  turned  down  at  nuht,  with  no  noise  to 
disturb  the  patient.  In  case  fever  runs 
high  we  o  ten  use  the  verat.  viride,  and  give 
acetate  of  ammonia.  If  the  head  symptoms 
are  severe,  and  the  brain  threatened  with  in- 

flammation, we  resort  to  the  aconite,  and  ap- 
ply cloths  wetted  with  cold  water,  or  in  blad- 

ders if  we  can  get  them.  If  the  throat  is  com- 
plained of  I  use  but  one  remedy,  a  gargle  ©f 

chlorinated  lime,  and  I  have  always  found  it 
answer  the  purpose.  I  have  been  obliged  in 
a  few  instances  to  restrain  diarrhea,  com- 

monly with  opium  and  tannin.  I  have  seen  a 
few  cases  of  fever  remitting  in  their  character ; 
and  quinine  was  employed. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  here, 
I  saw  an  article  on  the  use  of  carbolic  acid. 

Do  we  possess  any  remedies  capable  of  neu- 
tralizing the  poison  while  yet  in  the  blood  ? 

I  believe  we  do.  What  are  disinfectants  but 
neutralizes?  We  all  use  them  freely  in  the 
chambers  of  the  sick.  In  the  epidemic  here 
we  hive  daily  used  chlorinated  lime  and  car- 

bolic acid  about  the  chambers  and  bed  cloth- 
ing. I  had  been  using  the  sulphite  of  soda 

iuternaily  with  the  view  of  neutralizing  the 
blood  poison,  and  as  I  believe  with  percepti- 

ble effect.  I  was  pleased  with  the  suggestion 
of  the  carbolic  acid  far  the  same  purpose ;  but 
had  no  opportunity  of  using  it  internally,  ex- 

cepting in  one  case,  and  that  rather  late  in 
the  disease  to  derive  appreciable  benefit  from 
the  medicine.  Of  this  much,  however,  I  am 
satisfied,  although  several  of  the  text-books 
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medicinal  agents,  capable  of  exercising  a  most 
decided  influence  bo^h  in  the  elimination  and 
neutralization  of  the  poison  of  variolous 
fever. 
The  ectrotic  method,  or  abortive  plan  of 

treatment,  has  been  highly  spoken  of  by  med- 
ical writers.  Bennet,  in  particular,  lays  a 

good  deal  of  stress  upon  it.  I  have  always 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  olive  oil  and  chlo- 

rinated lime  in  cases  that  seemed  to  require 
it.  Of  course  but  a  very  small  proportion  of 
the  chloride  can  be  used  in  the  application. 
The  nurse  that  waited  on  Dr.  Lowry  was 
treated  with  it  in  the  army,  and  scarcely  a 
mark  can  now  be  discerned.  I  am  satisfied 
from  what  little  I  have  seen  of  this  plan  that 
it  immediately  moderates  the  fever,,  lessens 
greatly  the  chances  of  scarring,  beside  having 
the  effect  of  carrying  off  by  so  much  the  poi- 

son through  the  urinary  and  other  secretions. 
As  to  vaccination  during  the  course  of  the 

eruptive  fever  of  small-pox,  as  recommended 
by  Bennet  in  his  lectures,  I  have  no  kind  of 
faith  in  it ;  for  the  two  diseases  being  sepa- 

rate and  distinct,  exert  no  modifying  influ- 
ence over  each  other,  even  when  seen  pro- 

gressing together. 
Feb.  15,  1872. 

DOUBLE  PNEUMONIA. 

By  Jno.  R.  Taylor,  M.  D., 
Of  Kosse,  Texas. 

Was  summoned,  Jan.  13,  1872,  to  see  Miss 
C,  set.  eighteen  ;  good  constitution.  On  the 
eve  of  12th  had  chill,  and  fever  had  continued 
unabated  to  time  of  my  arrival,  10  A.  M. 
Symptoms  indicated  bilious  fever  ;  right  lung 
not  more  involved  than  might  be  attributable 
to  hepatitis.  At  my  next  visit,  however,  on 
14th,  fcund  lower  lobe  of  right  lung  engorged 
pulse,  130;  respiration,  40 ;  temperature,  103. 
Cathartic  ordered  at  first  visit  had  opened 
bowels,  but  quinia  had  had  no  effect  upon 
fever.  Tongue  still  coated.  Ordered  quinia 
grs.  ii.  every  three  hours,  and  pulv.  doveri  to 
keep  patient  perfectly  quiet.  Turpentine 
stupes  and  poultices  over  affected  lung.  A 
little  wine  with  egg-nog  every  two  or  three 
hours,  and  nourishment.  Treatment  little 
changed  up  to  18th,  at  11  A.  M.,  when  disease 
was  resolving  and  patient  doing  well  every 
way.  About  7  P.  M.  of  this  day  I  was  sum- 

moned in  haste.    On  my  arrival  found  patient 

collapsed— pulse  small  and  wiry;  "  eyes  set ," 
and  "  death  ra'tles"  in  throat.  Patient  could 
be  only  momentarily  aroused,  and  answered 
questions  incoherently.  I  found  lower  lobe 
of  left  lung  completely  engorged.  I  remained 
fey  my  patient  all  night  and  administered, 
every  hour,  decided  doses  of  brandy  and  qui- 

nia, knowing  that  a  few  hours  would  decide 
the  fate  of  my  patient.  There  was  but  little 
change  up  to  3  o'clock  A.  M.,  when,  feeling 
exhausted,  I  lay  before  the  fire  to  catch  a 
nap.  Imagine  my  joyful  surprise  when,  on 
waking  about  an  hour  after,  the  semi  coma 
was  gone — every  symptom  better.  January 
19ch,  8  A.  M.,  pulse,  130  ;  respirations,  35 ;  and 
temperature  fallen  from  105  to  104.  Patient, 
however,  was  only  using  upper  lobes  of  both 
lungs.  Under  tonic  and  stimulating  treat- 

ment, with  good  nourishment,  also  pulv.  doveri 
to  regulate  cough  and  ease  pain,  patient  made 

a  good  recovery.  I  used  blisters  also  in  sec- 
ond stage.  I  usually  order  a  saline  instead  of 

com.  cath.  pill.  I  believe  this,  the  treatment 
iu  bad  cases  of  pneumonia. 

Hospital  Reports. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Surgical  Serriee  of  Prof.  D.  Hayes  Agnew. 

[reported  by  de  f.  willard,  m.  d.] 
Impotency. 

Here  is  a  voung  man,  26  years  of  age,  who 
is  suffering  from  the  result  of  an  early  acquir- 

ed vice  —masturbation — a  vice  which  is  so  de- 
grading in  its  tendency  and  injurious  in  its 

results  that  you,  as  physicians,  should  ever  be 
ready  to  raise  your  voices,  calmly  and  deter- 

minedly, against  its  practice.  Its  prevention 
should  be  your  care  ;  its  remedy,  your  study. 
It  is  a  subject,  however,  which  you  must  meet 
wisely,  for  when  a  man  comes  to  you  with  in- 

voluntary seminal  emissions,  it  is  not  then 
your  time  so  decry  the  evil.  His  mind  is  al- 

ready diseased  (for  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
any  disorder  about  the  genital  organs  is  the 
subject  of  much  solicitude,  even  though  it  be 
perfectly  innocent,  as  variococele  or  hydro- 

cele), and  it  should  consequently  be  your  de- 
sire to  allay  his  fears  and  calm  his  perturba- 

tion, since  it  is  often,  indeed,  that  they  are 
perfectly  groundless.  It  is  this  highly  sensi- 

tive imagination  which  renders  this  class  of 
patients  such  easy  dupes  to  charlatans,  who 
foster  his  fears  and  thereby  extort  large  sums of  money. 

If  his  emissions  are  but  few,  you  can,  with 
truth,  assure  him  that  he  need  not  be  alarmed, 
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for  every  healthy  celibate  man  has  an  occa- 
sional emission,  in  fact,  there  are  instances 

when  vigorous  men  have  had  two  per  week 
for  years  without  any  impairment  of  health. 
As  a  rule,  however,  they  should  not  occur 
ofren,  and  when  frequent  should  be  considered 
with  care . 

The  first  effect  of  masturbation  is  to  pro- 
duce an  irritable  condition  of  the  genital  or- 
gans themselves,  with  emissions  upon  slight 

excitement;  then  follows  indigestion,  palpi- 
tation, restlessness,  sleeplessness,  dizziness 

or  even  partial  amaurosis,  possibly  paralysis, 
especially  paraplegia,  and  finally  the  entire 
disposition  is  changed  so  that  the  man  be- 

comes morose,  sullen,  distrustful,  and  desirous 
of  solitude.  When  he  comes  to  your  office  he 
will  not  look  you  in  the  eye,  but  seems  anx- 

ious to  avoid  questions.  His  mind  is 
constantly  fixed  upon  his  unhappy  condition, 
and  he  is  in  truth  a  monomaniac.  This  is  the 
reason  why  your  treatment  should  be  so 
greatly  directed  to  the  mental  condition,  in 
fact,  a  simple  moral  control  upon  your  part, 
with  positive  and  calm  reassurance  will  often 
be  half  the  cure. 

As  a  result  of  the  irritable  condition  of  the 
ejaculatory  ducts,  there  is  frequently  a  viscid 
discharge  from  the  urethra,  which  is  an  alarm- 

ing symptom  to  tbe  patient,  and  renders  him 
still  more  miserable.  This,  however,  is  rarely 
semen,  but  is  a  product  of  the  irritation  of 
the  prostate— a  form  of  prostatorrhea.  This 
can  be  easily  diagnosed  by  the  microscope 
from  spermatorrhea  by  the  absence  of  the 
characteristic  spermatozoids.  The  great  weak- 

ness and  nervous  debility  are  not  a  result  of 
the  direct  loss  of  semen,  but  of  the  nerve 
force. 

The  treatment,  as  I  have  said,  must  be 
largely  moral ;  any  evil  habit,  whether  it  be 
onanism  or  excessive  venery,  must  be  totally 
abandoned,  and  the  mind  directed  away  from 
lasciviousness.  The  organs  are  overworked 
and  jaded,  and  need  rest;  regular,  interesting 
and  varied  occupation  should  be  enjoined,  for 
the  man  must  not  consider  that  he  is  an  inva- 

lid. Traveling,  sea-bathing,  and  good  com- 
pany will  be  of  great  service.  The  diet  should 

be  nutritious  but  not  rich;  the  supper  consist- 
ing largely  of  milk  or  oysters,  with  nothing 

subsequently  before  retiring.  The  bladder 
should  be  kept  well  emptied,  and  any  consti- 

pation or  other  irritation  of  the  rectum,  as 
hemorrhoids,  carefully  removed.  The  patient 
should  sleep  upon  his  side  on  a  hard  mattress, 
with  light  covering,  having  previously  em- 

ployed a  cold  douche  to  the  spine,  followed 
by  vigorous  friction.  Electricity  applied  alo"g 
the  course  of  the  genito  crural  nerves  will  also 
be  of  much  benefit  in  giviag  tone  and  strength 
to  the  wasted  organs. 

Internally  I  know  of  no  better  treatment 
than  phosphorus  and  strychnia — 1-50  of  a 
grain  of  the  former,  and  1-30  of  the  latter — 
made  into  a  pill,  and  administered  three  times 
daily. 

Under  this  treatment  we  may  hope  in  this 
case  for  a  speedy  improvement,  although  he 
has  now  been  impotent  for  five  months  ;  pro- 

vided he  has  moral  force  enough  to  let  the 
organs  rest. 
The  use  of  tmct.  cantharid.  I  consider  inad- 

visable.for  it  acts  but  as  a  spur  to  a  jaded  horse. 
Cauterization  of  the  orifice  of  the  ejaculatory 
ducts  I  believe  to  be  but  seldom  necessary, 
unless  there  is  great  irritability  and  tender- 

ness at  that  portion  of  the  urethra. 
In  regard  to  the  advisability  of  marriage 

under  circumstances  like  these,  I  can  only 
say  that  tbe  progress  of  the  case  must  be 
your  guide,  in  giving  advice.  Fortunately 
there  are  many  cases  that  admit  of  improve, 
ment  under  the  irflaence  of  matrimony,  pro 
vided  moderation  be  enjoined  and  the  feel- 

ings of  love  engendered.  Even  thoug 
the  act  be  not  consummated  at  first,  a  little  pa- 

tience and  abstinence  combined  with  good 
treatment  and  the  encouragement  of  the  sur- 

geon, may  at  last  render  its  consummation 

perfect. 
G-onorrliea. 

The  next  patient  is  a  young  man,  who  has 
also  indulged  his  sexual  appetite,  but  in  a 
different  way,  and,  like  all  wrong-doers,  he  is 
now  suffering  the  evil  consequences  of  his 
folly.  He  has,  as  you  see,  a  profuse  discharge 
from  his  urethra,  bathing  the  entire  glans, 
which  is  itself  swollen  and  red.  He  has  gon- 

orrhea, a  form  of  urethritis  usually  denomi- 
nated specific;  but  the  sooner  you  divest 

your  mind  of  this  specificity  the  sooner  you 
will  cure  your  patients,  for  this  muco-purulent 
discharge  is  a  true  product  of  inflammation. 
Gonorrhea,  then,  in  the  male,  is  a  ure- 

thritis, having  a  exciting  cause.  That 
this  cause  is  always  the  reception  of  a 
specific  matter  from  the  genital  organs  of 
another  person,  is  certainly  a  matter  of  some 
doubt.  Of  course  the  most  common  cause  is 
the  direct  connection  of  man  with  woman, 
one  of  whom  is  suffering  from  this  disease, 
but  that  this  is  not  always  true  is  proven  by 
numerous  instances  where  no  suspicion  of  im- 

purity could  be  entertained.  For  instance,  a 
perfecllv  pure  married  lady  may  be  suffering 
from  profuse  purulent  uterine  or  vaginal  ca- 

tarrh, due  to  disease  of  those  organs.  Her 
husband,  alter  cohabiting  with  her,  may  be 
seized  with  the  same  stinging,  burning  sensa- 

tion which  characterizes  the  beginning  of  an 
attack  of  true  gonorrhea,  and  in  a  few  days 
will  be  the  subject  of  a  profuse  discharge 
from  his  urethra,  which  will  closely  if  not  ex- 

actly resemble  gonnorrheal  matter  ;  yet  it  was 
not  gonorrheal  matter  which  produced  it,  but 
simply  ordinary  pus.  Again,  a  man  may  co- habit with  a  woman  about  the  time  of  the 
cessation  of  her  catamenial  flow,  and  in  a  few 
days  he  also  may  have  a  discharge  which  will 
very  closely  resemble  a  true  gonorrhea,  and 
yet  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  woman.  You 
see,  then,  at  once,  how  important  is  this  fact 
in  a  medico-legal  point  of  view,  and  before 
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often  exceedingly  delicate  cases  requiring 
much  tact  and  judgment  upon  your  part. 

You  are  called  to  see  a  roan  who  says  that 
he  has  something  wrong  with  his  penis.  You 
examine  him  aad  pronounce  it  gonorrhea. 
He,  supposing  that  it  can  only  arise  from  a 
like  disease  in  another,  and  knowing  that  his 
only  congress  has  been  with  his  wife,  accuses 
her  of  infidelity.  Do  you  not  see  what  a  dis- 

turbance you  have  created  ?  Again,  you  are 
called  to  see  a  lady,  and  discover  a  profuse 
vaginal  discharge.  It  may  be,  of  course,  that 
her  husband  is  so  degraded  as  to  have  sought 
other  society,  and  thus  have  carried  the  dis- 

ease to  her ;  but  this  is  not  necessarily  so, 
and  you  must  be  on  your  guard.  She  may 
have  vaginitis  simply,  but  even  if  you  are  as- 

sured by  its  greenish  tinge  and  general  char- 
acteristics, do  not  bluntly  inform  her,  and 

thus  cause  trouble,  rather  conceal  the  matter 
entirely  ;  go  on  and  treat  her  skillfully, saying 
nothing,  except  to  pacify  her.  Direct  your 
attention  to  the  husband  also,  and,  having 
cured  him,  endeavor  to  show  him  the  vileness 
of  his  course.  These  are  practical  points, 
gentlemen  ;  precisely  such  as  you  will  meet  in 
private  practice,  and  you  must  learn  to  be 
cautious  and  reticent. 

There  are  some  authors  who  deny  that  these 
non-specific  attacks  are  the  same  as  the  genu- 

ine, but  it  is  frequently  impossible  to  detect 
the  difference  even  with  a  microscope,  and 
some  of  them  are  fully  as  severe  as  are  those 
contracted  iu  the  ordinary  mani  er,  yet  differ 
in  this  respect,  that  they  are  curable  with- 

out treatment.  Of  thi*,  Ricord,  the  French 
surgeon,  to  whom  we  owe  so  much  in  regard 
to  our  knowledge  of  venereal  disorders,  says : 
**  Gonorrhea  often  arises  from  intercourse  with 
women  who  themselves  have  not  the  disease," 
and  he  is  certainly  one  who  would  not  have 
arrived  at  this  conclusion  without  a  full  under- 

standing of  all  the  sources  of  error  and  of  de- 
ceit to  be  considered.  Beside  the  causes  I 

have  given  above,  i.  e.,  uterine  catarrh  and  mer- 
ses.he  mentions  fatigue,  errors  of  diet,  excessive 
sexual  congress,  and  the  use  of  beeror  even 
of  the  vegetable  asparagus,  and  he  sunn  up 
by  saying  that  ii  may  arise  from  the  same 
causes  which  set  up  inflammation  in  any  mu- 

cous membrane. 
Gonorrhea  most  frequently  commences  in 

the  fossa navicularis  as  an  inflammation  of  the 
superficial  mucous  membrane,  affecting  the 
orifices  of  the  follicles  which  are  there  so 
numerously  inserted.  This  spreads  backward 
until  it  invades  the  whole  track,  and  in  ex- . 
treme  cases  even  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
bladder  and  testicles.  In  the  female  it  invades 
the  vagina  first,  then  clitoris,  urethra,  etc. 

This  man  states  that  he  has  had  this  diffl- , 
culty  for  two  weeks,  and  that  it  came  on  a 
fortnight  after  the  impure  congress,  but  this 
statement  is  probably  unreliable,  fcr  the  incu- 

bative stage  is  rareiy  longer  than  five  days, 
and  may  be  but  one.    The  first  sensation  ex- 

perienced is  an  itching  or  tingling,  followed 
by  a  discharge  which  soon  becomes  profuse, 
milky,  and  finally  greenish,  from  intermixed 
hematin.  The  scalding  of  the  urine,  and  pain 
along  the  urethra  soon  become  intense,  and 
micturition  is  performed  with  difficulty. 

It  is  but  seldom  that  you  will  see  a  patient 
in  time  to  attempt  the  "  abortive  "  treatment, 
for  if  it  is  past  even  a  few  hours,  the  attempt 
will  be  futile  or  perhaps  injurious.  In  this 
matter  you  must  be  cautious  about  receiving 
the  word  of  the  patient,  for  a  slight  discharge 
may  have  existed  for  several  days  without  de- 
tection. 
The  abortiye  plan  is  only  to  be  attempted  be- 

fore the  acute  or  inflammatory  stage  comes  on. 
The  injection  may  be  made  of  the  strength  of 
argent,  nitr.  gr.  x.  to  the  ounce  of  water,  and 
should  be  applied  once  only,  and  by  the  sur- 

geon himself,  so  that  it  may  be  carried  merely 
to  the  affected  portion.  This  will  produce  a 
free  flow  at  first,  but  will  sometimes  insure  a 
speedy  cure. 
In  the  majority  of  cases,  however,  the 

disease  will  have  existed  for  several  days  be- 
fore coming  under  your  care,  in  which  case 

all  such  treatment  is  to  be  totally  abandoned, 
since  it  is  often  productive  of  serious  result. 
Now  the  disease  is  to  be  treated  mildly,  but 

a3  a  'ocal  inflammation  solely,  giving  the  pa- 
tient to  understand  that  three  weeks  will  be 

necessary  to  complete  the  cure. 
First  wash  out  the  urethra  thoroughly  with 

an  injection  of  several  ounces  of  hot  water, 
and  then  throw  in,  for  two  days,  ordinary  mu- 

cilage or  green  tea,  three  times  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours.  At  the  end  of  this  time  commence 
with  astringent  washes,  which  may  be  made 
of  any  of  the  salts ;  I  prefer  zinc,  sulph.  Hav- 

ing previously  washed  the  urethra,  you  should 
commence  with  gr.  j.  to  f.^j.  of  water,  and  on 
the  third  day  increase  to  gr.  ij  ,  and  so  on  un- 

til about  gr.  viij.  are  reached.  Urethras  will 
differ  greatly  in  sensibility,  but  you  must  be 
guided  by  the  patient ;  it  should  merely  tingle, 
not  giving  actual  pain. 

With  low  diet,  rest,  and  total  abstinence 
from  ail  kinds  of  spiritous  or  malt  liquors,  a 
speedy  improvement  may  be  expected,  but 
the  injection  should  not  be  stopped  for  two 
weeks  after  all  discharge  has  ceased. 

I  do  not  insist  up^n  internal  treatment,  al- 
though it  may  be  of  service  in  rendering  the 

urine  more  alkaline,  and  consequently  less  ir- 
ritating. Any  of  the  alkalines  may  be  given 

—potass.,  acet.,  or  nitrat.  or  sod.  bicarb,  etc. 
A  useful  combination  is 

R.  Sod.  bicarb.  gjse., 
Spts.  aefch.  nitr.,  fo8fS 
Ant.  et.  potass,  tart ,        gr.£.  M. 

S?g  — To  be  pnt  in  a  pint  of  flaxseed  tea.  The 
whole  to  be  taken  in  twenty-four  hours- 
When  the  urine  is  rendered  decidedly  alka- 

line, as  determined  by  test  paper,  this  maybe 
suspended  for  a  day  or  two,  while  other  medi- 

cines are  employed. 
The  use  of  copaiba  and  cubtbs  is  very  gen- 
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eral,  but  as  I  have  said,  this  disease  is  local, 
and  they  can  only  do  good  either  by  altering 
the  character  of  the  urine  or  by  acting  upon 
the  mucous  membrane  itself.  That  they  are 
changed  by  the  chemistry  of  the  kidneys  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  the  same  substances 
injected  locally  have  no  beneficial  effect  what- 
ever. 

Copaiba  should  be  given  in  capsules,  cubebs 
usually  in  powder.    They  may  be  given  on 
alternate  days  for  ninety-six  hours,  when  the 
alkaline  drink  should  be  resumed. 
When  there  is  much  tenderness  or  soreness 

Bismuth,  eubnitrat.,  9j. 
Ext.  opi.,  Mr  ij . 
Glycerine,  f^iij. 
Aquae  roese,  f.gv.  M. 

Ft.— Mist. 

I  may  be  used  with  much  benefit  as  an  injec- 
tion. Upon  the  under  surface  of  this  man's urethra  I  discover  an  indurated  mass, 

which  is  evidently  effused  lymph.  This  gives 
rise  to  the  symptom  from  which  he  suffe  rs, 
namely  :  chordee,  since  its  inflexible  nature 
will  not  admit  of  the  expansion  of  the  corpus 
spongiosium,  during  an  erection,  to  as  great 
an  extent  as  the  corpora  cavernosa,  conse- 

quently the  extremity  must  be  incurved. 
This  troublesome  complication  is  best 

treated  by  suppositories  of  camphor  and  lupu- 
lin,or  by  anodyne  injections.  The  testicles 
should  alwaj's  be  well  suspended,  and  exer- cise forbidden. 
A  chronic  state,  gleet,  is  an  exceedingly 

troublesome  difficulty,  but  if  well  treated, 
cases  should  rarely  run  into  it. 

Editorial  Department, 

Periscope. 

Treatment  of  Small-Pox. 
At  a  meeting  in  November  of  the  College 

of  Physicians  of  Ireland  Dr.  Stokes  said  thai 
since  1848  the  type  of  small-pox  in  Ireland 
had  been  always  of  a  low  and  typhoid  type. 
In  the  sthenic  type  vascularity  of  the  skin 
was  much  more  fully  developed  than  in  the 
asthenic  form,  and  therefore  pitting  was  much 
more  frequent  than  after  the  tape  of  the  di- 

sease had  altered.  He  remarked  that  this  | 
condition  arose  more  or  less  from  the  impossi- 

bility of  keeping  the  skin  of  the  face  and 
hands  as  n  oist  as  tt  e  parts  covered  by  the 
bed-clothes.  He  alluded,  while  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  to  the  case  of  a  y<  ung  lady  ia 
whom,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  e\es,  he 
had  applied  poultices  over  the  orbits,  and,  as 
a  result,  the  whole  of  the  part  covered  by  the 
poultices  was  perfectly  free  from  pitting, 
while  the  rest  of  the  skin  was  deeply  seamed. 
Since  then  he  had  uniformly  employed  the 
system  of  covering  the  face  with  poultices, 
and  with  the  very  best  results. 
Mr.  Stokes  proceeded  to  quote  the  case  of 

a  patient  in  whom,  as  the  pr  ominent  symptom 
was  headache,  he  had  applied  a  large  num- 

ber of  leeches  to  the  temples,  and  the  result 
was,  that  while  the  pustulation  was  largely 
developed  on  the  body,  the  face  and  head  es- 

caped almost  wholly.  He  considered  from 
this  and  other  experiences  that  depletiye 
treatment  of  local  skin  affection  would  be  of 
the  greatest  advantage.  Dr.  Graves  narrated 
a  case  in  which  a  man,  who  had  been  laid  up 
in  hospital  for  disease  at  the  knee-joint,  vshicn 
necessitated  mercurial  strapping,  had  been  at- 

tacked with  small-pox,  which  profusely  covered 

the  whole  body,  but  did  not  touch  the  knee  at 
all.  These  facts  led  us  to  the  treatment  of 
the  warm  bath  practiced  by  Hebra,  in  which 
the  conditions  or  exclusion  of  air,  and  the  se- 

curing of  constant  moisture  are  secured.  Dr. 
Stokes  described  at  length  the  case  of  a  pa- 

tient whose  condition  from  confluence  of  the 
pustules  was, in  the  words  of  Dr.  Stokes,  that 
of  "one  ulcerous  sore,"  and  who  suffered 
from  terrible  delirium  in  consequence  of  the 
pain  he  suffered  from  contact  of  the  pustules 
with  the  bt-d-clothe*.  As  a  last  resource  the 
warm  bath  was  tried,  and  the  effect  of  it  was 
"  miraculous ;"  almost  in  an  instant  the  pain 
and  delirium  ceased,  and  from  that  time  for- 

ward his  recovery  was  constant  and  unchecked. 
Dr.  Stokes  spoke  in  the  most  eulogistic  terms 
of  the  bath  treatment,  which  he  couW  say  was 
producive  of  no  danger,  whatever,  and  enabled 
the  necessary  sti  nulant  treatment  to  be  car- 
ried  on  without  intermission. 

Leucocythemia. 

The  following  article,  read  before  the  In- 
dianapolis Academy  of  Medicine,  by  I.  C. 

Walker,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  published  in 
the  Indiana  Journal  of  Medicine,  will  illustrate 
a  case  recently  published  in  the  Reporter  : 

I  have  concluded  to  report  to  this  meeting 
a  case  of  unusual  interest,  and  rare  in  kind, 
that  occurred  in  my  practice  about  six  years 
ago.  The  patient  was  an  honored  member 
of  our  own  profession  ;  well  developed,  both 
mentally  and  physically,  without  hereditary 
taint,  or  dyscrasia  of  any  kind  whatever.  The 
first  indication  of  disease  was  enlargement 
of  an  axillary  gland,  with  pain  and  symptoms 
of  approaching  suppuration,  accompanied 
with  general  lassitude  and  indisposition  to  the 
performance  of  physical  labor.    After  the 
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for  a  period  of  four  weeks,  the  lymphatic 
glandular  system  began  to  put  on  symptoms 
of  general  disease.  The  inguinal,  mesenteric, 
lumbar,  cervical,  thyroid — in  short,  the  whole 
lymphatic  system  of  glands  took  on  a  rapid 
form  of  hypertrophy,  varying  in  their  hyper- 
trophied  state  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that 
of  a  hen's  egg.  I  could  scarcely  place  my 
hand  on  the  body  without  touching  an  enlarg- 

ed lymphatic  gland,  so  numerous  were  they. 
After  this  condition  of  the  glandular  system 
had  existed  for  four  months,  with  restless 
nights,  general  pain,  especially  along  the 
course  of  the  sciatic  nerves,  loss  of  appetite, 
imperfect  digestion,  and  constipation,  it  was 
noticed  that  the  hearing  was  becoming  very 
imperfect,  and,  in  addition,  that  the  left  eye- 

ball was  in  a  state  of  extreme  engorgement, 
and  being  pushed  forward  evidently  by  a  force 
from  behind.  It  was  very  soon  apparent  that 
dimness  of  vision  was  taking  place  in  the  pro- 

truding eye.  The  hearing  grew  more  and 
more  imperfect,  and  was  finally  wholly  lost  at 
four  and  a  half  months  after  the  first  glandu- 

lar enlargement  was  noticed.  Yery  soon 
thereafter  total  blindness  ensued. 

The  left  eye  continued  full  and  protruding 
so  long  as  life  lasted.  The  right  eye  took  on 
a  condition  directly  opposite  to  that  of  the 
left — one  of  atrophy.  Without  being  preceded 
by  congestion,  pain,  or  inflammation,  the  eye 
began  to  diminish  in  size  and  was  seen 
to  grow  less  and  less  until  it  was  com- 

pletely disorganized.  The  aqueous  and 
vitreous  humors  were  either  absorbed  or  dis- 

charged. The  case  had  by  this  time  become 
one  ot  extreme  interest  to  the  medical  pro- 

fession of  our  locality,  as  well  as  too  distress- 
ing to  behold.  With  the  loss  of  the  sense  of 

both  sight  and  hearing,  I  could  say  with  a 
lair  show  of  truth,  the  intellectual  faculties 
appeared  more  acute.  There  was  a  manifest 
unwillingness  to  talk  ever  after  the  loss  of 
the  sense  of  hearing.  He  never  appeared 
satisfied  that  he  had  said  what  he  wanted  to 
say.  He  very  soon  adopted  the  plan  of  re- 

ducing every  thought  he  desired  to  make 
public  to  writing,  and  with  remarkable  cor- 

rectness and  rapidity  wrote  long  and  care- 
fully worded  letters  for  each  of  his  chil- 
dren, to  be  preserved  and  handed  to  them 

when  they  arrived  at  an  understanding  age. 
In  all  of  which  he  exhibited  fully  as  much  re- 

search and  depth  of  thought  as  when,  he  en- 
joyed perfect  health.  His  intellect  was  with- 

out a  cloud  until  one  moment  before  the  close 
of  life.  He  made  a  request  of  me,  a  few  days 
before  his  death  that  he  desired  me  to  watch 
his  failing  circulation  and  indicate,  by  a  sign 
designated  by  himself,  when  he  became  pulse- 

less ;  that  he  wanted  to  know  when  that  mo- 
ment was  at  hand.  When  the  time  arrived 

it  was  made  known  to  him  by  the  sign  pre- 
viously designated.  I  thought  he  understood 

me.  Dating  from  the  loss  of  hearing  and 
sight,  the  physical  decline  was  very  rapid,  and 

death  closed  the  scene  at  the  end  of  the  sixth 
month.  Thus  ended  a  most  remarkable  case. 
Of  all  the  medical  men  who  visited  him  none 
had  seen  a  malady  that  strikingly  resembled his. 

Prof.  N*.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  was  called. Many  features  of  the  case  were  as  new  to 
him  as  to  us.  He  did  not  give  the  disease  a 
positive  name;  thought  we  had  malignant 
disease  of  the  glandular  system  with  which  to 
deal,  and  that  the  arseniate  of  soda  was  the 
remedy.  It  was  used  until  the  case  was  so 
far  advanced  that  it  was  apparent  to  all  that 
it  must  result  fatally. 

Before  Dr.  Davis  was  called  we  had  named 
the  affection  "leucocythemia."  Dr.  Davis 
thought  the  malady  not  unlike  it,  yet  he  did 
not  approve  our  name.  As  time  pa?ses  I  am 
more  and  more  convinced  that  the  disease 
was  properly  named  It  was  leucocythemia 
of  Bennett,  and  leukaemia  of  Yirchow. 

Irregular  Discharge  of  Liquor  Amnii. 
Dr.  G.  C.  Bitks,  of  Battle  Ground,  Indiana, 

reports  in  the  Indiana  Journal  of  Medicine  the 
following  case : 

August,  19th,  1871, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs. 
T.,  the  mother  of  four  children ,  a  lady  of  firm 
constitution,  whose  general  health  is  good.  I 
found  her  in  the  fifth  month  of  utero  gestation. 
She  informed  me  that  she  felt  quite  well,  and 
was  suffering  no  pain ,  though  her  "  waters  had 
broken"  a  short  time  previously,  and  that  she 
had  lost  a  considerable  quantity.  In  the  ab- 

sence of  an  examination,  I  suspected  that  the 
escaping  fluid  was  from  the  walls  of  the  vagi- 

na, but  a  careful  investigation  led  me  to  a  very 
different  conclusion. 

On  making  an  examination  per  vaginam,  I 
found  the  cervix  uteri  soft  and  flexile,  and  the 
( s  sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the  point  of  the 
index  finger  without  the  least  resistance, 
which  I  inserted  ;  and  holding  it  in  position  a 
few  moments,  arrested  the  aqueous  flow — the 
withdrawal  of  which  was  followed  by  a  gush 
of  water. 

This  experiment  convinced  me  that  the  fluid 
was  not  from  the  walls  of  the  vagina,  but  that 
it  was  a  clearly  marked  case  of  amnioelepsis. 
Her  mind  being  somewhat  agitated,  fearing 
the  supervention  of  an  abortion,  I  deemed 
it  proper  to  administer  an  anodyne.  This 
secured  to  her  a  comfortable  night's  rest. 
Saw  her  again  the  next  day,  and  found  the 
liquor  amnii— for  such  I  now  felt  assured  it 
was- passing  away  freely,  and  at  intervals 
copiously.  Having  no  hope  of  arresting  the 
aqueous  flow  by  medication,  I  enjoined  rest, 
with  an  anodyne  at  bed  time — the  bowels  be- 

ing kept  free  with  aperients.  Saw  her  again 
the  next  day,  and  found  she  had  lost  a  consid- 

erable quantity  of  water  during  the  night, 
which  had  made  a  sensible  impression  upon 
the  abdominal  tumor,  rendering  the  muscles 
of  the  parts  soft  and  compressible. 

As  she  felt  quite  well,  and  suffered  no  pain, 
and  as  I  thought  it  not  improbable  that  a  sit- 
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1  ji  ting  posture  would  bring  the  fetus  in  utero  in 
■ !  closer  proximity  with  the  cervix,  and  thus  an- 
1  swer  as  a  plug,  I  permitted  her  to  get  out  of 

bed.  I  was  influenced  in  this  conclusion  by 
the  large  quantity  of  liquor  amnii  lost,  and, 
therefore,  leaving  comparatively  little  behind 
to  offer  resistance  to  ihe  gravitating  of  the 
fetus  toward  the  depending  aspect  of  the  ute- 

rus, and  was  soon  gratified  to  find  my  conjec- 
ture verified — there  being  but  little  lost  after- 

ward, excepting  during  the  hours  of  sleep. 
September  9th  I  was  called  again  to  see  her, 

and  found  her  suffering  a  somewhat  copious 
uterine  hemorrhage,  which,  by  the  use  of 
proper  remedies,  i  arrested.  On  the  10th  the 
hemorrhage  returned,  and  was  again  promptly 
arrested.  On  the  night  of  the  11th  there  was 
a  copious  discharge  of  liquor  amnii,  which 
continued  each  night  in  greater  or  less  quan- 

tity. On  the  25th  of  October  tbe  hemorrhage 
returned,  continuing  at  intervals  for  two  days. 
It  is  proper  to  state  that  these  hemorrhages, 
like  the  aqueous  flow,  were  unattended  with 
pain.  On  the  subsidence  of  the  hemorrhage, 
the  water  resumed  its  usual  flow  till  the  3d  of 
November,  when  she  gave  birth,  prematurely, 
to  a  small  and  poorly  nourished  infant  that 
could  scarcely  be  said  to  possess  life,  and  only 

|  made  a  few  feeble  efforts  to  breathe  and  then 
expired,  though  we  used  the  proper  means  to 
rekindle  the  vital  spark. 
When  the  head  of  the  child  came  within 

reach,  there  were  no  interposing  membranes 
i  between  the  point  of  the  finger  and  the  scalp. 

This,  and  the  almost  entire  absence  of  liquor 
amnii  during  labor,  evinced  clearly  eaough 
that  the  aqueous  discharge  was  consequent 
upon  the  rupture  of  the  investing  membranes 
by  some  unknown  cause.  There  was  but  lit- 

tle loss  of  blood  during  labor,  and  no  after 
pains  following.  There  was  a  discharge  of 
the  lochia  following  delivery,  and  continuing 
the  usual  length  of  time ;  but  it  was  exclu- 

sively serous,  and  did  not  observe  the  usual 
change  in  color,  nor  did  it  exhale  the  charac- 

teristic odor.  Her  recovery  was  unattended 
by  any  event  worthy  of  remark. 

3\Tew  Action  of  the  Uterus. 
Dr.  F.  Seymour  inserts  this  case  and  re- 

marks in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer : 
Mrs,  Mary  Jane  McK  y,  residing  at 

Pleasant  Ridge, Pendleton  county,  Kentucky; 
set.  32 ;  married  at  17  years  of  age  ;  has  been 
suffering  from  amenorrhea  from  that  time 
until  she  placed  herself  under  my  treatment. 
She  states  that  she  never  menstruated  since 
marriage,  but  at  those  periods  (menstrual)  she 
spat  blood  and  had  hemorrhage  through  the 
mouth.  Had  been  under  medical  treatment 
for  sixteen  years,  under  the  care  of  eight  dif- 

ferent medical  men  during  that  time,  the  ma- 
jority of  whom  declared  she  was  incurable. 

During  the  time  of  menstrual  periods  she 
suffered,  to  use  her  own  expression,  "  death 
almost."   Having  previously  attended  her  sis- 

ter for  uterine  difficulty  to  a  successful  issue, 
she  was  prevailed  upon  to  place  herself  under 
my  care.  Upon  presenting  herself,  she  ap- 

peared like  a  decrepit  woman  of  fifty  years 
of  age,  stooped  in  walking,  pale,  dejected, 
nervous  and  suffering ;  her  general  health 
almost  broken  down.  Upon  examination, 
found  laterel  version  and  anteflexion  of  uter- 

us, with  ulceration  of  os  uteri  with  granular 
erosion,  the  neck  congested,  indurated,  ex- 

quisitely painful.  The  least  touch  gave  her 
infinite  pain.  Using  chromic  acid,  nitrate  of 
silver,  and  exsiccated  sulp.  zinc,  with  pessar- 

ies of  soda  carb.,  to  neutralize  the  action,  and 
putting  her  under 

Acid,  hydrocyanic,  gttae.,  vj. 
TiMct  ciehome,  eomp.,  -ifj. 
Ti«  ct.  opii.,  gaff*.  M. 

S. — Coch,  parv.  L,  ter  in  die  sumendu*xi,  cum 
R.    Zinei  valerianat 

Quinise  valerianat,        aa  gr.  x. 
Ft.  massa  in  pil.  xx.  divid. 

S. — Cap.  pil.  ij  ,  ter  in  dio  altern. 
Together  with  injections  of  warm  water,  and 
cotton  steeped  iu  glycerine  (glycerole  cotton, 
as  it  is  calhd),  introduced  into  the  vagina  and 
carefully  placed  around  the  cervix  uteri.  In 
a  short  time  the  ulceration  and  erosion  had 
healed  and  the  congested  and  indurated  con- 

dition of  the  neck  much  improved,  so  much 
that  I  was  able  to  try  to  introduce  a  uterine 
probe.  Upon  attempting  to  introduce  the 
probe,  I  found  an  almost  complete  stricture  of 
the  os  internum,  through  which  I  could  not 
at  first  pass  a  silver  uterine  probe  of  the  size 
of  a  No.  i  catneter.  I  succeeded,  however, 
in  dilating  it,  and  by  the  aid,  first,  of  sponge 
and  sea-tangle  tents  I  succeeded  in  dilating 
the  cervix,  and  introducing  the  hysterotome 
divided  slightly  the  os  internum ;  after  the 
division,  continuing  the  sea-tangle  tent.  Her 
health  began  to  improve,  and  during  the  treat- 

ment the  period  of  her  menstrual  flow  inter- 
vened. To  her  surprise  and  gratification,  it 

passed  over  without  any  suffering  whatever, 
and  a  colored  fluid  (slightly  bloody)  passed  per 
uterus  and  vagina.  During  the  three  days  the 
treatment  was  discontinued.  As  soon  as  the 
period  was  passed,  I  determined  to  introduce 
a  galvanic  intra-uterine  pessary,  which  I  ob- 

tained from  Mr.  Autenreith,  and  repairing  to 
her  house  tried  to  introduce  it.  I  succeeded 
in  introducing  it  about  half  an  inch,  and  let 
her  recline  on  her  side,  with  the  intention  of 
pressing  it  further  in.  To  my  astonishment, 
upon  examination  to  ascertain  if  it  was  in 
situ,  and  to  press  it  up  further,  I  found  a 
peculiar  movement  of  the  uterus  (vermicular 
is  the  best  word  I  can  use  to  describe  the  pecu- 

liar motion),  and  that  the  uterus  was  by  its 
own  action  drawing  up  the  pessary  into  itself. 
Astonished  and  perplexed,  I  laid  the  end  of 
my  fore-finger  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  cer- 

vix uteri,  and  distinctly  felt  the  shield  of  the 
pessary  scrape  along  its  palmar  aspect,  until 
it  not  only  drew  in  the  entire  pessary  (24 
inches  long),  but  the  shield  of  the  pessary 
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was  drawn  tight  enough  to  flatten  the  os  uteri 
by  pressure.  I  asked  the  patient  how  she 
felt,  what  feelings  she  had;  she  said  it  felt 
like  upins  and  needles  pricking  her,"  and 
that  "  something  appeared  to  be  drawing." 
My  apparent  astonishment  must  have  alarmed 
her,  as  she  quickly  inquired,  in  a  frightened 
tone,  "  Doctor,  what  is  the  matter?"  Of 
course,  I  at  once  quieted  her  by  an  assurance 
there  was  nothing.  Since  it  has  been  intro- 

duced, she  is  much  pleased,  as  it  has  already 
done  her  much  good.  I  examined  her  to-day 
(20th).  found  the  pessary  still  in  situ  perfectly 
as  before,  and  so  well  did  she  appear  and  so 
completely  established  is  her  health,  that  I 
send  her  home  to-morrow  (21st),  I  think,  per- 

fectly cured.  Has  this  solved  the  long  dis- 
puted question  of  impregnation?  Has  the 

womb  the  action  of  drawing  by  suction  the 
seminal  fluid  into  its  body?  I  think  the  sem- 

inal fluid  is  injected  into  the  vagina  into  the 
posterior  inferior  cul-de-sac  or  curve  of  vagina, 
and  that  the  uterus,  at  the  moment  of  orgasm, 
while  lying  in  the  fluid,  by  its  muscular  appar- 

atus suddenly  contracts,  forcing  out  the  air 
and  creating  a  vacum,  and  bv  expansion 
drawing  the  semen  in  by  suction,  as  it  drew 
in  the  pessary,  while  at  the  same  time  it  rup- 

tures the  ovum  in  the  uterus  and  lets  its  con- 
tents mingle  with  the  zoosperms  in  the 

uterus. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

BOOK  NOTICES.  9 
Physiology  of  tne  Soul  and  Instinct  as  dis- 

tinguished from  Materialism.  With  supple- 
mentary demonstrations  of  the  Divine  com- 

munication of  the  Narratives  of  the  Crea- 

tion and  the  Flood.  By  Mart yn  Paine,  A. 
M.,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  etc.  New  York :  Har- 

per &  Bro3.  1872.  1  vol.,  8  vo.,  cloth.  Pp. 
707. 

The  purpose  of  this  work,  as  its  title  abund- 
antly denotes,  is  to  show  from  scientific  evi- 
dence that  a  certain  form  of  Christian  belief 

is  capable  of  demonstration.  Sympathizing 
fully  with  those  who  maintain  that  the  prin- 

ciples of  true  religion  are  never  opposed  to  the 
discoveries  of  physical  facts,  we  are,  never- 

theless, very  far  from  believing  that  the 
grand  truths  of  nature  and  the  spirit  of  inves- 

tigation can,  or  ought  to  be,  narrowed  by  cir- 
cumscribed sectarian  predjudice  and  a  spirit 

of  dogmatism.  And  precisely  this  is  what  Dr. 
Paine  attempts  in  the  work  before  us,  and  j 

these  are  the  errors  into  which  he  falls.  By 
professed  physicists,  it  will,  if  read  at  all,  be 
derided  ;  and  those  who,  like  ourselves,  look 
anxiously  for,  and  warmly  welcome,  the  lib- 

eral and  cultivated  mind  which  sets  forth  the 
oneness  of  all  truth,  will  lay  down  the  book  with 
disappointment.  Unless  every  one  accepts 

Dr.  Paine's  own,  particular  dogmas  of  Soul,1 
God,  and  Revelation,  he  is  stigmatized  as  a 
materialist  and  infidel.  To  support  these 
views,  he  arrays  a  vast  number  of  authors, 
many  obsolete  and  irrelevant  (e.  g.,  Buck- 
land,  Bakewell, Prof.  Silliman,  Sr.,  Man- 
tell,  and  Thomson  are  his  principal  geolo- 

gists !),  and  with  great  confidence  asserts  that 
his  arguments  cannot  be  impugned.  The 
frequent  references  to  his  own  works,  we 
may  add,  are  in  questionable  taste,  and  neither 
the  style  nor  the  typographical  display  of  the 
book  is  attractive.  In  fact,  with  every  dispo- 

sition to  hail  cordially  the  right  work  on  this 
most  important  topic,  we  must  say  that  that 
work,  if  it  appears  at  all,  must  be  conceived 
in  a  different  spirit  and  carried  out  in  a  differ- 

ent manner  from  the  one  before  us. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 W.  W.  Gates  &  Co.  have  commenced 
with  a  great  deal  of  apparent  energy  the  pub- 

lication, at  Jackson,  Tennessee,  of  The  Ameri- 
can Farmers'1  Advocate.  It  is  published  monthly 

at  $1.00  a  year,  and  an  edition  of  10,000  a 
month  is  guaranteed  for  a  year.  The  number 
received  gives  promise  of  usefulness.  We 
will  do  all  we  can  to  encourage  such  enter- 

prises. We  will  give  the  Farmers'1  Advocate 
as  a  premium  to  any  new  subscriber  who  sends 

us  a  year's  subscription  ($5)  to  the  Reporter. 
 Not  less  commendable  for  accuracy 

and  completeness  of  statement  is  a  republica- 
tion from  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  en- 

titled :  "Inaugural  Address,  Including  a 
Paper  on  Infant  Asylums,  by  A.  Jacobi, 

M.  D."  Appleton  &  Co.,  New  York.  These 
pamphlets  show  an  amount  of  preventable 
wholesale  destruction  of  life  before  and  short- 

ly after  birth  which  it  is  appalling  to  contem- 

plate. 

 In  the  California  Legislature,  recently, 
a  bill  was  introduced  requiring  cities  to  bury 
"  the  indigent  sick  "  at  public  expense. 
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MEDICINE  IN  THE  MIDDLE  AGE3. 

Professor  Y@n  Ziemssen,  one  of  the  editors 

the  Deutches  Archivfur  Klinische  Medicin,  pub- 
lishes in  the  September  number  of  that  journal 

a  very  interesting  essay  on  "  The  School  of 
Salerno  and  the  Physicians  of  the  Middle 

Ages." 
So  far  as  the  celebrated  product  of  the 

school  is  concerned,  the  famous  Regimen  Sani- 
iatis  Salernitanum  is  concerned,  we  are  pleased 

to  note  that  Professor  Ziemssen  adds  nothing 
to  what  we  already  know  about  that  remarkable 
manual  of  hygiene,  from  the  edition  of  our 
learned  countryman,  Professor  Ordronaux. 

He  contributes  much,  however,  to  a  just 
estimate  of  the  character  of  the  school,  of  its 

■writings,  the  extent  of  its  learning,  and  the 
standing  of  its  graduates.  The  impression  is 
much  more  favorable  than  that  derived  from 

ordinary  sources,  such  as  Mr.  Hallam's  works 
on  the  Middle  Ages,  and  the  standard  histo- 

ries of  medicine. 

The  term  ''Doctor"  was  not  applied  to 
medical  practitioners  in  the  eleventh  and 

twelfth  centuries,  but "  Magister."  The  form- 
er term  arose  later  and  was  at  first  confined  ex- 

clusively to  instructors  in  the  art,  equivalent 

to  "Professor"  nowadays. 
What  has  some  special  interest  just  at  pres- 

ent, is  the  fact  that  in  the  ancient  schools  we 

find  women  teaching  and  writing  upon  medi- 
cal topics  with  freedom,  and  without  creating 

any  opposition.  They  were  also  writers  on 
medical  topics,  and  by  no  means  inferior  ones. 
Nor  were  their  studies  confined  to  the  art  of 

midwifery  and  the  diseases  of  their  own  sex. 

On  the  contrary,  they  embraced  the  whole 
field  of  science,  such  as  it  then  was,  and  we 

even  find  a  learned  work  by  the  female  teach- 

er Aeella,  entitled  "De  datura  Seminis 

Humani, "  certainly  transcending  in  the  topic 
she  chose  the  most  advanced  of  her  modern 

followers.  Their  works  are  in  no  wise  infer- 

ior in  practical  utility  and  learning  to  those  of 

the  male  physicians  of  the  time,  and  Professor 
Ziessen  thinks  that  they  betray  the  peculi- 
arities  of  the  sex  only  in  the  greater  love 

they  show  for  receipts  and  specifics. 
Of  alHhe  literary  productions  of  the  school, 

the  most  attractive  to  a  modern  reader  is  an 

anonymous  treatise,  "  Be  adventu  medici  ad 
cegrotum,"  on  professional  visits  to  the  sick. 
This  is  replete  with  sound  sense,  shrewd, 

worldly  wisdom,  excellent  advice,  and  sly  in- 
sight into  human  nature.  We  wish  that 

Professor  Ordronaux  would  increase  the 

obligations  already  due  him  by  medical  schol- 

ars by  an  edition  of  this  document,  so  im- 

portant in  medical  history  and  so  full  of  prac- 

tical hints  as  applicable  now  as  seven  centu- 

ries ago.  A  free  rendering  of  some  of  its 

advice  will  show  its  character. 

"  When  you  are  called  to  a  case,"  says  the 
ancient  author,  "  inquire  of  the  messenger 
how  the  patient  is  suffering  and  how  the 
attack  seized  him.  This  is  well  not  only  to 

enable  you  to  prepare  yourself  to  render 

prompt  aid,  but  also  to  impress  the  patient 

favorably  and  gain  his  confidence  by  display- 

ing unexpectedly  an  acquaintance  with  his 
case  before  he  shall  have  informed  you. 

"  On  entering  the  sickroom  salute  courteous- 

ly the  patient  and  those  present,  and  at  first 
make  some  remarks  about  the  beauty  of  the 

locality,  the  convenience  or  elegance  of  the 
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family.  Then  turning  to  the  patient  ask  how- 
he  finds  himself.  Be  sure  that  the  patient  is 

resting  quietly  and  is  not  excited  when  you 
feel  his  pulse;  count  at  least  to  a  hundred,  as 
deliberation  and  delay  in  this  matter  impress 
the  bystanders  favorably. 

11  Having  completed  your  examination,  pro- 
mise the  patient  with  a  cheerful  and  confident 

tone,  that  with  the  help  of  God  you  will  re- 
store him.  When  you  leave  the  room,  tell 

the  family  that  he  is  quite  ill,  and  the  result  is 
uncertain  ;  then,  if  he  recovers,  your  fame  will 

be  the  greater,  and  if  he  dies,  you  can  remind 
them  that  from  the  first  you  expressed  doubts 
about  the  case. 

"  Let  your  conversation  be  amiable,  your 
daily  life  upright,  and  place  your  confidence 
and  faith  in  the  divine  aid  as  well  as  that  of 

your  art.  If  invited  to  table,  do  not  at  once 
take  the  best  seat,  though  it  is  customary  to 
assign  that  to  the  priest  and  the  physician,  but 
wait  until  it  is  pointed  out  to  you.  Do  not 
neglect,  while  eating,  to  ask  some  questions 
about  the  patient,  as  that  indicates  that  you 

are  bearing  his  case  in  mind,  and  thinking 
upon  it. 

"  You  can  allow  the  patient  to  have  cheer- 
ful conversation  with  friends,  but  not  in  your 

presence.  When  he  is  nearly  well,  enter 

some  day,  when  he  is  amusing  himself,  and 

say :  '  See  now,  here  you  are  laughing  and 
talking  and  amusing  yourself.  You  will  not 

want  us  much  longer,  and  we  will  dismiss  you 
soon  with  our  best  wishes.'  For  the  benefit 
of  your  practice,  it  is  well  for  you  to  gain  the 
favor  of  the  friends  of  the  sick,  and  to  tell 

him  and  them  something  about  yourself, 

whatever  you  think  best,  so  as  to  create  a  per- 
sonal acquaintanceship.  Collect  your  fees 

gradually  and  carefully,  and  as  promptly  as 

you  can." 
These  extracts,  with  their  sly  knowledge 

of  human  nature  and  their  simple  piety,  pre- 
sent a  curious  combination,  but  they  reveal  to 

us  how  similar  in  all  ages  are  the  principles 
of  human  nature. 

As  an  entertaining  specimen  of  a  genera- 
tion of  physicians,  who  were  the  leaders  in 

medical  science  in  the  olden  time,  it  is  worth 

reproducing,  and  we  have  chosen  it  in  prefer- 

ence to  quoting  from  Professor  Ziemssen's 
article  the  proof  he  adduces  that  they  were 

not  merely  shrewd  practitioners,  but  learned, 
enthusiastic,  honest,  and  careful  physicians, 

trained  by  years  of  study  (the  curriculum  was 
seven  and  eight  years)  and  close  observation. 

PROF.  CHARLES  ALBERT  LEE,  M.  D  , 

died  at  his  residence,  at  Peekskill,  K.  J".,  on 
Wednesday,  February  14,  1872,  in  his  71st 

year.  ; He  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut. 
His  father,  Samuel  Lee,  Esq.,  was  the  son  of 

the  Rev.  Jonathan  Lee,  D,  D.,  the  first  Con- 

gregational clergyman  of  that  town.  Early 
in  life  he  received  a  good  education,  gradua- 

ting at  Williams  College,  Mass.,  in  1823.  His 

collegiate  studies  were  directed  with  a  special 

view  to  the  ministry,  but  a  sudden  failure  of  his 

health  and  the  earnest  advice  of  his  brother- 

in-law,  Dr.  Luther  Tickner,  induced  him 

to  study  medicine.  After  three  years  of 
assiduous  devotion  to  the  study  of  physic  and 

attendance  on  lectures  at  Berkshire  Medical 

College,  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in 

1826  j  from  that  time  to  within  a  few  weeks, 
of  his  death  he  was  laboriously  engaged  either 

as  a  practitioner,  a  teacher,  or  a  medical 

writer. 
Few  men  in  the  profession  in  our  country 

have  written  on  a  greater  variety  of  subjects, 

or  have  written  better.  As  a  teacher  in  va- 
rious medical  colleges  for  over  a  quarter  ©f  a 

century,  he  was  popular  and  thorough,  and 
always  fully  informed  on  the  latest  and  most 

approved  theories  and  improvements  in  the 
science  and  art  of  medicine.  In  a  number  of 

branches  he  has  long  been  held  as  an  emi- 
nent expert. 

During  the  whole  period  of  the  forty-six 
years  of  his  professional  life,  he  was  a  close- 
observer  of  diseases  and  a  laborious  and  care- 

ful student,  and  was  not  only  a  well-informed 
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physician,  but  a  man  of  extensive  and  varied 
scientific  and  scholarly  knowledge. 

The  doctor  was  by  nature  affable  with  gentle 
instincts  and  warm  sympathies,  which,  in  the 
latter  years  of  his  life,  induced  him  to  take 
an  active  interest  in  all  huraantarian  meas- 

ures. Through  the  late  civil  war  he  labored 
with  much  zeal,  ability  and  success  in  the 
service  of  the  Sanitary  Commission.  And  for 
quite  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  among 
the  leading  advocates  for  reform  in  the 
treatment  of  the  insane  in  the  United  States. 

The  doctor  was  an  active  and  influential 

member  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 

the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Society,  and  many  other 
medical  and  scientific  associations  at  home 
and  abroad.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of 

the  Episcopal  church,  and  has  lived  a  long 
life  beloved  by  those  who  knew  him  and 

greatly  respected  by  the  whole  medical  pro- 
fession of  the  country.  A  wife  and  two  sons 

are  lefc  to  mourn  his  loss.  With  veneration 

we  pay  this  slight  tribute  of  respect  to  out- 
departed  friend  and  only  wish  we  could  make 
it  more  complete  and  worthy  of  him.  We 

learn,  however,  that  the  doctor  left  his  manu- 
scripts, pamphlets  and  journals  to  his  friend, 

Dr.  Toner,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  who,  we 

may  expect,  will  in  due  time  give  to  the  pub- 
lic a  more  detailed  and  faithful  account  of  Pro- 

fessor Lee's  life  and  professional  labors. 

THE  VACCINATION  QUESTION. 

A  committee  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  appointed  to  report  upon  the  ques- 

tions relating  to  small-pox  and  vaccination 
which  concern  the  medical  profession  and  the 
public,  have  submitted  the  following  state- 

ment of  facts  to  encourage  and  aid  the  work 
of  thorough  vaccination : 

REVACCINATION. 

By  the  medical  profession,  revaccination  is 
recommended,  not  only  as  a  measure  of  re- 

newed security  against  small-pox,  but  as  a 
test  of  the  completeness  of  the  first  vaccina- 

tion. In  most  persons  a  first  revaccination  suc- 
ceeds in  a  certain  degree ;  some  may  be  found 

wholly  insusceptible  to  it— thoroughly  pro- 
tected against  contagion — and  in  some  persons 

it  will  take  barely  enough  to  show  that  the 
virus  was  not  wholly  inefficient ;  but,  some- 

times, with  a  degree  of  energy  which  very 
closely  resembles  that  of  a  primary  vaccina- 

tion. Revaccination  is  necessary,  and  a  duty, 
to  test  the  completeness  of  protection  and  to 
exhaust  the  receptivity  of  small-pox,  and  of 
vaccination  itself. 

SMALL-POX  AFTER  VACCINATION. 
Small-pox,  it  is  true,  occasionally  occurs  in 

persons  who  have  once  been  vaccinated ;  but 
its  occurrence  is  very  rare  in  those  recently 
vaccinated,  or  revaccinated  once  or  oftener, 
or  in  those  in  whom  the  first  vaccination  was 

thoroughly  good,  as  judged  by  the  Jennerian 
rules  for  vaccination. 

In  these  instances  the  disease  manifests 
itself  ofienest  in  mitigated  form,  known  as 
varioloid,  and  the  protection  afforded  by  vac- 

cination is  found  not  to  be  equal  to  that 
which  is  conferred  by  a  previous  attack  of 
small-pox.  It  may  in  truth  be  said  that  sec- 

ondary small-pox  is  oftener  more  severe,  ma- 
lignant and  fatal  than  that  which  occurs  after 

vaccination— that  very  rarely  destroys  life  or 
disfigures  the  person.  It  is  believed  that  a 
revaccination  will  destroy  any  susceptibility 
to  small-pox  infection  which  may  remain  from 
incompleteness  or  imperfection  of  the  primary 
vaccination. 
VACCINE  VIRUS  NOT  A  CARRIER  OF  OTHER 

DISEASES. 

It  is  a  prevalent  idea  in  the  public  mind 
that  vaccine  matter  may  communicate  directly 
various  cutaneous  and  constitutional  diseases 
with  which  children  may  suffer  after  vaccina- 

tion. The  virus  is  then  alleged  by  ignorant 

persons  to  be  "bad,"  or  "impure,"  and  in 
view  of  these  contingencies  this  is  a  point  on 
which  most  persons  are  extremely  solicitous, 
and  which  tends  to  deter  many  from  vaccina- 

tion. There  is  one  disease,  syphilis,  which 

some  persons  have  supposed  may  be  transmit- 
ted from  a  child  laboring  under  it,  to  a  healthy 

one,  by  vaccination,  but  admitting  that  this 
might  happen,  under  circumstances  of  gross 
carelessness,  it  would  bear  no  appreciable  pro- 

portion to  the  vast  multitudes  of  vaccinations 
which  have  given  perfect  protection  against 
small-pox  without  any  suspicion  of  harmful 
effects  from  vaccine.  It  is  believed  never  to 

have  been  seen  in  the  practice  of  the  most  ex- 
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conversant  with  that  disease,  nor  has  a  single 
case  been  met  with  in  the  systematic  inspec- 

tion of  vaccination  in  England,  which  have 
already  extended  to  millions  of  persons,  and 
the  risk,  indeed,  of  any  such  occurrence  is  so 
infinite simally  small  that,  for  all  practical 
purposes,  we  may  regard  it  as  non-existent. 
It  is,  however,  with  the  appearance  of  other 
cutaneous  eruptions  and  consequences  which 
follow  vaccination  at  longer  or  shorter  inter- 

vals, that  the  public  is  chiefly  concerned. 
These  are  blotches  and  rashes,  erysipelas  and 
eczema  and  enlargement  and  suppuration  of 
the  glands  of  the  neck,  and  other  indications 
of  disease  called  scrofulous. 

Such  complications  of  vaccination  are  un- 
doubtedly witnessed  occasionally,  but  they  are 

mostly  the  results  of  a  preexisting  tendency. 
With  due  precautions,  no  other  disease 

than  that  of  vaccinia  will  be  communicated. 
The  distinguished  English  vaccinators,  Dr. 
Marson,  in  40,000  vaccinations ;  Dr.  Leese, 
in  as  many  more;  Sir  Wm.  Jenner,  in  13,000 
sick  children  and  adults  in  London,  and  Dr. 

West,  of  the  Children's  Hospital,  in  26,000 
children,  all  concur  in  saying  that  they  have 
never  seen  any  other  diseases  communicated 
with  the  vaccine,  and  that  they  disbelieve  the 
popular  reports  that  diseases  are  so  communi- 

cated ;  nor  is  the  child  from  whom  the  lymph 
is  taken  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease 
it  is  said  Lo  have  imparted.  Fresh  lymph  is 
always  to  be  preferred  when  it  can  be  ob- 

tained, but  crusts  may  be  used  if  such  lymph 
is  not  to  be  had  and  there  U  immediate  neces- 

sity for  vaccination.  When  practicable  it  is 
desirable  to  vaccinate  from  arm  to  arm,  with 
virus  taken  on  quill-slips  directly  from  a 
healthy  individual  to  the  arm  of  another. 
VACCINATION  TENDS  TO  DIMINISH  DISEASE 

AND  MORTALITY. 

Small- pox  greatly  tends  to  promote  the 
development  of  scrofula  and  consumption. 
Vaccination,  by  preventing  small-pox,  also 
indirectly  diminishes  scrofulous  diseases ;  and 
the  death-rate  of  most  constitutional  diseases, 
to  say  nothing  of  small-pox  itself,  has  materi- 

ally decreased  as  the  practice  of  vaccination 
has  increased ;  and  not  only  has  mortality 
been  diminished,  but  life  has  been  lengthened 
>iiid  population  augmented.  The  exact  reverse 
is  tiue  of  the  former  practice  of  inoculation 
i  f  ;  niall-i  ox- 

AOE   FOR  VACCINATING;  AND  NUMBER  OF 
VESICLES. 

There  is  no  age  at  which  a  person  should  or 
should  not  be  vaccinated,  when  a  necessity 

exists  for  immediate  protection  against  small- 

pox ;  but  it  is  best  done  in  early  childhood,  for 
then  the  irritation  is  less,  and  the  child,  un- 

able to  relieve  itself  by  scratching  the  part 

which,  with  the  irritation  of  the  clothes,  often 

interrupts  the  progress  of  the  vesicle,  causes 

it  to  discharge  prematurely  and  become  in- 
flamed ;  whereby  a  vaccination  which  might 

have  run  its  course  naturally  becomes  altered, 
and  an  inflamed  and  angry  sore  is  produced, 

leaving  a  deformed  and  ill-looking  scar  and  a 
diminished  protection.  Matter,  too,  taken 
from  such  a  sore  is  worse  than  valueless.  The 
age  of  three  months  is,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
preferred.  The  most  distinguished  English 
authorities  in  vaccination,  Simon,  Marson, 

SEATON,and  others, recommend,  as  preferable^ 
and  as  insuring  greater  ultimate  protection, 
four  or  five  separate  good  sized  vesicles  ;  and 
of  these,  in  taking  virus  for  the  purpose  of 
vaccinating  others,  one,  at  least,  should  re- 

main untouched. 
THE  FIRST  VACCINATION. 

The  utmost  care  should  be  taken  in  the 

performance  and  management  of  a  first  vacci- 
nation, to  make  it  as  nearly  perfect,  regular 

and  exhaustive  as  possible,  for  upon  this  de- 
pends very  much  the  after  insusceptibility  to 

small-pox;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  any 
amount  of  subsequent  revaccination  will  fully 
compensate  for  the  deficiency  of  the  first. 

THE  PERIOD  FOR  REVACCINATION. 
It  may  be  left  very  much  to  be  determined 

by  circumstances ;  it  can  never  be  done  too 
early  or  too  promptly  in  persons  exposed  to 
small-pox,  and  it  should  be  performed  in  every 
person  soon  after  the  age  of  puberty,  how- 

ever frequently  it  may  be  repeated  at  earlier 
or  later  periods  of  life.  It  may  succeed  at 
one  time  when  it  would  not  at  another ;  in- 

deed, it  appears  to  be  true  that  revaccina- 
tion as  well  as  primary  vaccination,  actu- 

ally takes  more  readily  in  some  years  than 
in  others.  "  One  thoroughly  good  vaccina- 

tion to  start  with,"  says  Seaton,  "  and  one 
careful  revaccination  after  puberty,  are  all 
that  is  necessary  for  protection  as  complete 
as  any  known  proceeding  can  give  against 
small-pox."  After  the  twenty-fifth  year  of 
age,  the  liability  to  small-pox  in  the  well  vac- 
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cinated  is  very  small.  The  effects  of  a  revac- 
cination are  occasionally  as  perfect  in  appear- 

ance and  the  symptoms  produced  as  are  those 
of  a  primary  vaccination  of  infancy,  and,  just 
as  a  second  attack  of  small-pox  may  be  as 
complete  as  the  first ;  slight  and  brief  symp- 

toms and  appearances,  and  sometimes  no  ef- 
fects whatever — which  could  not  be  the  case 

if  the  protective  influence  of  vaccination 
steadily  wore  out  in  the  human  system  with 
advancing  age. 

Of  the  nearly  50,000  revaccinations  in  the 
Prussian  army  in  the  year  1833,  only  about 
one-third  were  perfectly  successful ;  resem- 

bling, that  is,  the  results  of  a  primary  vaccin- 
ation so  closely  as  scarely  to  be  distinguished 

from  it ;  the  remaining  two-thirds  being  more 
or  less  modified  or  failing  entirely.  In  other 
trials  on  a  large  scale,  the  success  has  not 
been  as  great.  It  should  be  remembered  that 

secondary  smali-pox  occurs  on  an  average  in 
about  one  per  cent,  of  cases  ;  and  that  while 
we  urge  revaccination,  both  as  a  test  of  re- 

maining receptivity  to  it,  and  of  further  ex- 
haustion of  what  may  remain,  it  is  well  known 

that  a  single  well-performed  vaccination,  per- 
fect in  all  respects,  does,  with  few  exceptions, 

suffice  to  secure  for  life  an  individual  subjected 
to  it.  The  small-pox  has  lost  none  of  its  ma" 
lignity  and  virulence.  And  while  unvaccm- 
ated  persons  are  allowed  to  accumulate,  it  is 
vain  to  hope  for  any  exemption  from  epidem- 

ics of  greater  or  less  extent.  When  every 
child  shall  be  carefully  vaccinated,  and  re  vac- 

cinated at  later  periods,  when  the  errors,  ig- 
norance and  prejudices  with  which  the  sub- 

ject is  now  invested  shall  be  dispelled,  and 
the  human  family  shall  become  willing  to 
place  itself  unhesitatingly  under  the  "  aegis  of 
Jenner,"  vaccination  will  become  even  more 
deserving  of  the  confidence  and  encomium  of 
its  friends  and  the  public,  less  open  to  objec- 

tion and  refusal,  and  small-pox,  if  it  does  not 
disappear  entirely,  will  become  less  frequent 
and  fatal. 

In  times  of  epidemic  prevalence  of  small- 
pox, all  should  encourage  vaccination.  Vac- 

cination and  revaccination  are  positive  duties. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  persons  should 
be  found  so  ignorant  and  prejudiced  as  by 
precept  or  example  to  oppose  or  discourage 
this  safe  and  simple  means  of  protection.  In 
order  to  give  complete  and  assured  protection 
against  small-pox,  every  person,  not  recently 

and  thoroughly  vaccinated,  should  at  once  be 
revaccinated,  as  often  a3  every  five  or  six 
years,  until  in  adult  life  the  repeated  revacci- 

nations cease  to  have  effect. 

On  the  subject  of  compulsory  vaccination 
the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Health  have 
adopted  a  memorial,  to  be  sent  to  the  Legis- 

lature, asking  for  an  act  giving  the  Board  of 
Health  authority  to  enforce  vaccination.  The 
memorial  refers  to  the  value  of  vaccination, 

and  to  the  fae4",  "that  the  sanitary  authorities 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  present  epidemic 
of  small-pox,  found  themselves  deprived  of 
the  most  efficient  means  of  suppressing  the 

disease,  namely,  the  power  to  enforce  vacci- 
nation when  all  other  means  of  securing  the 

performance  of  the  operation  fail.  The  public 
vaccinators  report  that  in  carrying  on  their 
work  they  daily  meet  with  persons  who  have 
never  been  vaccinated,  and  who,  notwith- 

standing the  imminent  danger  of  their  lives, 
and  regardless  of  every  persuasive  means 
used  to  induce  them  to  accept  the  benefits  of 
vaccination,  persistently  refuse  to  have  the 
operation  performed.  The  statistics  of  the 
Municipal  Hospital  of  Philadelphia,  in  which 
have  been  treated  during  the  last  six  months 

so  many  cases  of  small-pox,  show  a  large  per- 
centage of  cases  that  have  never  been  vacci- 

nated, and  of  this  number  a  large  percentage 
have  terminated  fatally.  That  such  an  epi- 

demic should  prevail  in  our  midst  in  this 

enlightened  age,  when  the  accumulated  ex- 
perience of  more  than  half  a  century  has 

demonstrated  the  positive  protective  power 
of  vaccination ,  is  most  humiliating,  and  proves 
conclusively  the  utter  futility  of  relying  upon 

the  precarious  chances  of  casual  and  volun- 
tary methods  of  applying  this  simple  and  most 

beneficent  means  of  suppressing  disease." 

The  board  in  conclusion  say  "  that  they  are 
aware  ©f  the  objections  to  compulsory  legisla- 

tion that  affects  the  freedom  of  action  of  indi- 
viduals in  personal  matters.  But  the  law 

must  protect  those  who  do  not  protect  them- 
selves, and  must  prevent  them  fruin  endan- 

gering the  health  of  the  general  community. 
No  individual  has  the  right  to  indulge  his  pre- 

judice or  use  his  ignorance  to  the  detriment 
of  his  own  life  or  that  of  his  neighbor.  In  the 
opinion  of  most  physicians  and  of  many  of  the 
ablest  judicial  minds,  public  vaccination  and 
the  measures  for  rendering  it  universal,  con- 

stitute one  of  the  few  obligations  in  which  the 
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duty  of  the  individual  and  the  duty  of  society 
or  the  State  are  so  reciprocal  and  so  absolute 
that  compulsory  regulations  requiring  it  are 
not  inharmonious  with  the  spirit  of  our  laws. 

THE  PEESBYTEEIAN  HOSPITAL  TN 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Among  those  who  lost  their  lives  during  the 
recent  rebellion  was  Capt,  Cortlandt 
Saunders,  only  child  of  Eev.  Dr.  E.  D. 

Saunders,  of  this  city.  Had  he  outlived  his 
parents  he  would  have  inherited  a  handsome 

patrimony,  in  large  part  in  the  shape  of  a 

very  valuabte  lot  of  ground  of  nearly  four 
acres,  on  which  was  a  handsome  mansion 
house  and  other  buildings.  The  bereaved 

parents  being  thus  left  without  an  heir,  turned 
their  thoughts  to  devoting  their  property  to 

some  good  and  useful  purpose.  Various  ob- 
jects presented  themselves,  their  claims  were 

duly  and  conscientiously  considered,  and 
finally  Dr.  Saunders  and  his  wife  determined 

to  devote  their  property  to  the  purposes  of  a 
hospital  in  connection  with  the  Presbyterian 
church,  a  project  which  had  been  earnestly 
canvassed  for  some  time  by  members  of  that 

denomination.  We  are  under  the  impression 
that  the  original  suggestion  to  devote  the 

property  to  hospital  purposes  came  from  Dr. 
M.  GiRViN,  a  prominent  physician  of  West 
Philadelphia,  who  married  the   widow  of 
CORTLANDT  SAUNDERS. 

An  arrangement  was  soon  made  by  which 

the  property  under  certain  very  reasonable 
conditions  was  transferred  to  the  Presbyterian 

church  for  the  purposes  of  a  general  hospital, 

open  to  all  classes  of  people  without  distinc- 
tion of  race,  color  or  religion.  The  hospital 

is  well  located  on  high  ground,  in  a  section  of 
the  city  which  was  much  in  need  of  a  hospital. 
Dr.  Saunders  volunteered  to  act,  and  was 

appointed  as  an  agent  to  obtain  funds  to  put  the 

hospital  on  a  permanent  footing,  by  an  endow- 
ment sufficient  to  erect  the  necessary  buildings, 

and  at  least  partially  sustain  the  institution. 

It  was  a  great  undertaking — but  by  the  munifi- 
cence of  one  individual— John  A.  Brown, 

Esq.,  of  this  city,  who  subscribed  $300,000,  as 
a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of  the 
hospital  (not  to  be  used  in  erecting  buildings) 
—success  was  at  once  insured.  Dr.  Saunders 

has  proved  an  efficient  agent,  and,  including 

Mr  -  Brown's  princely  donation,  the  hospital 
fund  has  already  nearly  or  quite  reached 
$400,000,  besides  the  valuable  property  given 

by  Dr.  Saunders,  itself  worth  over  $50,000. 

On  the  property  besides  the  mansion  house, 
are  another  dwelling  house  and  a  school  or 

lyceum  building.  With  the  funds  already  col- 

lected (outside  of  Mr.  Brown's  donation,) 
the  buildings  will  at  once  be  prepared  for  the 

reception  of  patients,  and  the  hospital  will  go 
into  operation  in  a  few  weeks. 
An  admirable  board  of  medical  officers  has 

recently  been  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
minute : 

A  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the  Preibyte- 
rian  Hospital  was  held  yesterday  afternoon  at 
the  assembly  room  of  the  Board  of  Publication, 
No.  1334  Chestnut  street. 

Rev.  George  W.  Musgr&ve,  D.  D.,  occupied 
the  chafr. 
An  amendment  to  the  by-laws,  providing 

for  a  Consulting  Board,  was  discussed  and 

adopted. 
The  board  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 

medical  officers,  with  the  following  result: 
Consulting  Surgeons — D.  Hayes  Agnew,M. 

D.,  and  Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D. 
Consulting  Physicians. — J.  L.  Ludlow,  M. 

D.,  and  Jacob  M.  DaCosta,  M.  D. 
Attending  Surgeons. — Thomas  B.  Reed,  M. 

D.,  Oscar  H.  Allis,  M.  D.,  H.  Lennox  Hodge, 
M.  D.,  and  Willian  G.  Porter,  M.  D. 

Attending  Physicians.— Edward  Wallace,  M. 
D.,  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  J.  Forsythe  Meigs, 
M.  D.,  and  D.  Flavel  Woods. 

Obstetricians. — Robert  M.  Girvin,  M.  D., 
and  John  S.  Parry,  M.  D. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeons. — W.  Wallace  Mc- 
Clure,  M.  D..  and  George  Strawbridge. 

Pathologist.— DeForest  Willard,  M.  D. 

 At  La  Salle,  111.,  some  speculative  phy- 
sicians have  bought  up  all  the  vaccine  matter, 

and  are  making  a  good  profit  out  of  it. 
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Notes  and  Comments, 

Fancy  Stock  Vaccinations. 

A  down-east  advertising  doctor  publishes 

an  advertisement  in  which  he  graduates  his 

charges  for  vaccinating  from  the  "  best 
stock  of  original  non-humanized  cow-pox  and 

humanized  vaccine  virus,"  and  "  horse-pox"(!) 
virus— the  charges  for  the  latter  being  the 

highest,  (because  the  strongest  we  suppose). 
He  only  charges  50  cents  for  vaccination  with 
humanized  virus.  If  we  could  get  the  ear  of 

his  patients  we  would  advise  them  that  if  any 
of  his  vaccinations  are  worth  anything  it  is 
the  latter. 

There  is  a  great  ceal  of  money  being  made 

by  mercenary  persons  on  this  "  original  non- 
humanized  cow-pox"  dodge.  We  advise  our 
friends  to  rely  on  good  humanized  virus,  and 

if  they  have  been  betrayed  into  experiment- 
ing with  these  fancy  stocks  to  re-vaccinate  with 

humanized  virus  immediately.  We  fear  that 

much  of  the  responsibility  of  the  present  epi- 
demic of  small-pox,  which  is  a  disgrace  to  the 

medical  profession  and  to  our  civil  authori- 

ties, is  due  to  these  speculations  in  "  fancy 
stock"  virus. 

Another  Lesson. 

Many  insane  persons  are  at  large  who  Ought 
to  be  under  treatment  in  hospitals  for  the  in- 

sane, where  there  would  be  some  hope  of  re- 
covery, as  witness  the  following,  which  is  only 

one  of  many  cases  somewhat  similar  that  can 
be  found  in  the  newspapers  at  almost  any 
time : 

"  On  Saturday  afternoon  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Charles  B.  Coates,  of  Lowell,  while  left  alone 
with  her  two  children  for  a  few  moments  by 
her  attendant,  took  the  youngest  child,  about 
seven  months  old,  and  plunged  it  in  a  kettle 
of  boiling  water  which  stood  upon  the  stove, 
causing  the  death  of  the  child  in  about  fifteen 
minutes.  The  mother  has  been  insane  for 
the  past  six  months,  and  at  other  times  be- 

fore and  since  her  marriage,  but  her  insanity 
has  never  been  deemed  of  such  a  character  as 
to  require  her  being  watched,  as  she  always 

appeared  quite  harmless." 

Vaccination  on  a  Large  Scale— Its  Success. 
A  correspondent  in  a  large  town  of  Central 

New  York,  says  :  "  During  this  epidemic  I 
have  made  2,400  vaccinations,  all  of  them 
gratuitous.   One-half  this  number  have  been 

re-vaccinations,  and  of  these,  I  judge  that 
four-fifths  have  taken  again,  more  or  less,  per- 

fectly." Our  correspondent  must  allow  us  to  object 
most  strenuously  to  that  portion  of  the  above 

statement  embodied  in  the  expression  "all  of 
them  gratuitous" — unless  he  means  to  say 
that  he  was  paid  by  the  municipal  or  county 
authorities.  Strictly  gratuitous  vaccinations 
are  unjust  to  the  medical  profession. 

The  American  Agriculturist. 
This  paper  has  distinguished  itself  for  its 

constant  and  persistent  exposure  of  all  kinds 
of  quackery.  Quack  doctors  and  quackery  in 
the  medical  profession  do  not  escape.  Its 
monthly  column  on  quackery  is  good  and 
amusing  reading.  An  aggrieved  quack  re- 

cently sought  damages  in  a  suit  of  libel  against 
the  paper,  with  the  result  stated  in  the  fol- 

lowing item : 
"  The  libel  suit  of  Marcus  L.  Byrn  against 

Orange  Jtjdd,  brought  to  recover  damages 
on  account  of  an  Article  in  the  Agriculturist, 
alleging  that  the  plaintiff,  who  is  a  physician, 
published  a  '  bad  book,'  sold  medicines  to 
match,  and  was  an  'unmitigated  scoundrel,' 
against  whom  the  public  was  cautioned,  re- 

sulted yesterday  in  a  verdict  for  the  defend- 

ant." 

Compulsory  Temperance. 
When,  through  moral  obliquity,  uncontrol- 

able  passions,  or  intemperance,  men  become 
dangerous  to  the  community  and  destructive 
to  their  families,  it  becomes  a  question 
whether  they  should  not  be  deprived  of  that 
liberty  which  they  abuse.  Dr.  D.  G.  Dodge, 
of  the  Binghampton  asylum,  favors  such  ac- 

tion, and  says  in  his  last  report : 
"  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  law  should  be 

passed  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  our  indigent 
inebriates,  similar  to  the  law  that  has  been  in 
force  and  operation  for  several  years  past  for 
the  care  and  cure  of  the  indigent  insane  in  our 
insane  hospitals— and  I  would  suggest  the 
propriety  of  your  urging  upon  the  present 
Legislature  the  necessity  of  enacting  a  law 
compelling  each  county  in  the  State  to  pro- 

vide for  the  support  and  cure,  in  our  inebriate 
asylums,  of  its  own  indigent  inebriates  who 
have  become  lost  to  self-control  through  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  from  that  cause 
alone  are  unable  to  support  themselves  and 
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are  a  burden  on  the  State — and  that  such  pro- 
vision be  raised  either  by  a  direct  tax  upon 

the  people  of  the  county  where  the  inebriate 
resides,  or  from  the  proceeds  of  the  excise 
law  in  said  county.  I  would  also  suggest  that 
you  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  necessity 
of  enacting  a  law  intended  to  save  the  lives 
and  property  of  intemperate  persons,  and  in 
connection  with  this  a  law  giving  to  all  insti- 

tutions of  this  character  in  the  State  legal 
authority  to  restrain  all  patients,  for  their 
own  safety,  within  certain  prescribed  bounds. 

"Without  sufficient  authority  to  restrain,  espe- cially, committed  patients  and  those  that 
come  simply  to  gratify  anxious  friends  and 
relatives,  it  is  nearly  useless  to  place  them  in 

an  inebriate  asylum." 
Much  can  be  said  in  favor  of  such  action, 

which  has  more  than  once  been  urged  upon 
State  Legislatures. 

"New  Medical  Bill  in  Illinois. 
The  present  Legislature  of  Illinois  has 

passed  a  new  bill  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  which  makes  it  unlaw- 

ful for  any  person  to  practice  medicine  or 
surgery  in  any  of  their  departments  who  has 
not  graduated  at  some  medical  college,  or 
who  cannot  produce  a  certificate  of  qualifica- 

tion from  some  State,  county,  city  ©r  district 
medical  society,  composed  of  not  less  than  six 
members,  and  who  cannot  produce  a  certifi- 

cate of  good  character  from  some  court  of  re- 
cord in  the  United  States.  The  same  bill  pro- 

vides that  all  prescriptions  shall  be  written 
in  the  English  language ;  prescribes  the  qual- 

ifications for  persons  who  shall  be  allowed  to 
dispense  medicines ;  and  requires  all  proprie- 

tors of  patent  medicines,  before  exposing 
them  for  sale,  to  file  in  the  office  of  the  county 
clerk  a  sworn  statement  of  the  ingredients  of 
which  they  are  composed.  Wil  not  some 
one  furnish  us  with  a  copy  of  this  law.  We 
would  be  glad  to  receive  copies  of  the  medical 
laws  of  all  our  States. 

Therapeutical  Notes. 
Antidote  to  Carbolic  Acid.— Dr.  T.  Hase- 

$iann,  from  numerous  careful  experiments, 
both  chemical  and  medicinal,  advocates  the 
use  of  a  strong  solution  of saccharate  of  lime, 
of  course  to  be  taken  as  soon  as  possible. 

Remedy  for  Leprosy. — The  civil  surgeon  of 

Comments*  [Vol.  xxvi. 

Furreedppre,  India,  Mr.  Bose,  is  reported  by 
the  Homeward  Mail  to  have  discovered  a 
remedy  by  which  he  has  saved  many  lives.  It 
is  the  production  of  the  kurchi  tree,  whose 

'  seed,  named  indrajab,  is  said  to  possess  the 
extraordinary  virtue  claimed  for  it  by  Mr. 
Bose. 

Nicotine  in  Tetanus. — Dr.  E.  M.  Wath  re- 
lates, in  the  Australian  Medical  Journal  for 

September,  1871,  a  case  of  acute  tetanus, 

marked  by  "  terrible  opisthotonos,"  in  which 
he  injected  into  the  areolar  tissue  of  the  thigh 
half  a  drachm  of  a  solution,  one  drop  of  pure 
nicotine  in  an  ounce  of  water.  The  pul3e  im- 

mediately sank  to  sixty ;  all  the  muscles  re- 
laxed, except  those  of  the  neck ;  and  presently 

the  patient  began  to  perspire.  He  fell  into  a 
sound  sleep  for  four  hours,  after  which  he 
had  fully  recovered  speech.  On  awaking  he 
said  that  he  felt  "  all  benumbed."  He  then 
took  some  wine  and  water,  and  an  egg  beaten 
up  in  milk.  The  injection  was  used  at  twelve 

o'clock  at  night.  The  patient  awoke  about 
four  o'clock  next  morning.  One  hour  later,  a 
pill  of  one  grain  of  extract  of  nicotine  of  the 
Hessian  Pharmacopoeia  was  administered  to 
him.  He  again  awoke  drowsy  at  nine  A.  M. 
Although  his  body  felt  very  sore,  the  tetanic 
symptoms  had  ceased,  and  from  this  time  his 
bowels  and  bladder  acted  regularly.  A  pill  of 
the  same  extract  was  given  for  three  nights 
following,  after  which  the  patient  felt  and 
continued  well. 

Compressed  Air  in  Lung  Diseases. — Dr.  G. 
vON  Liebig  has  inquired  what  influence  is  ex- 

erted on  the  respiration  by  increased  or  dimin- 
ished atmospheric  pressure.  As  is  well  known, 

respiration  at  high  altitudes  with  low  baro- 
metric pressure  is  exceedingly  difficult.  This 

is  due  to  the  greater  elastic  recoil  of  the  lung 
tissue  from  diminished  atmospheric  counter- 
pressure.  Hence  the  difficulty  of  inspiration 
and  the  disturbance  or  circulation.  Under 

increased  barometic  pressure  the  phe- 
nomena are  quite  the  reverse.  The  respir- 

ation is  usually  easy  and  deep.  The  pulse 
also  becomes  slower.  The  influence  of  in- 

creased or  diminished  pressure  is  not  of  mo- 
mentary duration,  but  persists  for  some  time. 

Residence  at  high  altitudes  has  therefore  a 
tendency  to  develope  the  respiratory  power 
and  the  strength  generally.  From  the  influ- 

ence of  diminished  atmospheric  pressure  on 
the  lungs  the  advantages  of  residence  at  high 



March  2,  1872.]  Correspondence. 

199 

altitudes  in  cases  of  emphysema  will  be  ap- 
parent. Emphysematous  lungs  having  lost 

their  elasticity,  and  offering  resistance  to  the 

pulmonary  circulation,  may  regain  their  tone 
and  respiration  become  easier.  In  all  cases 
of  diminished  elasticity  of  tissue  from  any 
cause  residence  at  high  altitudes  under  low 
barometric  pressure  is  advisable. 

First  Use  of  Iron, 

Tradition  says  that  Melampus,  who  lived 
about  two  centuries  before  the  falling  of  Troy, 

holding  an  augury  to  discover  a  cure  for  im- 
potence, was  directed  to  seek  for  a  certain 

knife  which  had  lain  for  a  long  time  in  a  tree, 
where  it  had  been  stuck  after  it  was  used  for 
sacrifice.  The  rust  scraped  off  this,  and  given 
to  his  patient  for  ten  days  in  wine,  was  war- 

ranted by  a  sapient  old  vulture  to  effect  a  cure. 
So  says  Le  Clerc  in  his  History  of  Physic, 
Book  i.  Chapter  19.  He  further  adds,  that 
Dioscorides  employed  it  for  a  directly  contrary 

purpose.  "  The  rust  of  iron,"  says  he,  "  hin- 
ders women  from  conceiving."  But  then  Le 

Clerc  points  out  that  it  was  Melampus's  pa- 
tient who  took  it,  and  not  the  patient's  wife. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Chloroform  Modified  by  Whisky. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

Noticing  in  Yol.  xxvi.,  No.  5,  Medical 
and  Sukgical  Reporter,  a  communication 
from  Dr.  H.  L.  W.  Burritt  upon  chloroform 
modified  by  whisky,  1  will  state  my  own  ex- 

perience with  it,  which  agrees  exactly  with 
Dr.  Burritt's.  In  1863,  after  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  I  was  placed  at  the  operating 
table  of  the  eleventh  corps  field  hospital  with 
Dr.  Hagan,  where  we  were  for  several  days 
examining  wounded  soldiers  under  chloro- 

form, operating,  etc.  A  man  was  brought  to 
us  upon  a  stretcher  who  was  very  much  ex- 

hausted and  debilitated  by  loss  of  blood,  shock, 
etc.  Before  placing  him  upon  the  table  we 
administered  half  a  glass  of  whisky,  which 
seemed  to  stimulate  him  somewhat.  He  was 
then  given  the  chloroform  and  operated  upon, 
and  awoke  quite  bright  and  not  at  all  de- 

pressed by  the  chloroform.  After  that  we 
gave  to  each  one  a  potion  of  whisky  before 
putting  them  under  the  chloroform  and  with- 

out one  single  unpleasant  effect.  The  whisky 
seemed  to  prevent  the  depression  which 
would  otherwise  result  from  the  chloroform. 

I  carried  this  experience  into  private 
practice,  and  now  never  use  chloroform 
without  preceding  it  with  from  one  to 
three  ounces  of  whisky.  In  1866  I  am- 

putated at  the  metacarpal  articulation, 
the  middle  finger  of  a  man  who  had  it  badly 
crushed  with  machinery.  His  friends  had 
given  him  a  little  whisky  before  I  saw  him.  I 
ordered  two  ounces  more  of  whisky,  and  as 
there  was  no  one  who  could  assist  me  I  placed 
him  myself  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,, 
watched  its  action  and  amputated.  In  little 
more  than  half  an  hour  his  hand  was  dressed 
and  he  was  riding  home  in  a  carriage.  I  have 
used  it,  too,  with  advantage,  in  the  lying-in 
room.  Preceding  it  with  a  large  tablespoonful 
of  whisky,  I  have  given  the  chloroform  to 
partial  anesthesia  and  continued  it  for  half 
an  hour,  when  I  would  allow  the  woman  to 
come  entirely  out  from  under  its  effects,  and 
then,  if  necessary,  administer  it  again  for  an- 

other half  hour— preceding  each  time  with 
the  whisky.  I  have  found  it  particularly  ser- 

viceable thus  with  weak,  nervous  women 
where  the  labor  is  lingering  and  pains  dis- 
tressing,  and  have  never  yet  seen  any  bad 
effects  from  it. 

I  have  met  doctors  who  tell  me  they  are 
afraid  to  use  it,  but  in  my  own  practice  I 
would  sooner  iisk  chloroform  modified  by 
whisky  than  I  would  risk  a  very  large  dose  of 
hydrate  of  chloral.  A.  Shaw,  M.  D. 

Cassville,N.  /.,  Feb.,  1872. 

On  Sick  Headache. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: 

After  persuing  an  article  in  the  Reporter 
of  the  3d  instant,  denominated  ';  Sick  Head- 

ache," I  propose  penning  a  few  brief  ideas  on 
the  subject,  and  at  the  same  time  submit  to 
the  medical  fraternity  my  mode  of  controlling 
this  very  unpleasant  affection  of  the  nervous 
centers.  Contrary  to  the  assigned  opinions 
of  Dr.  Wilks,  from  whose  high  authority  the 
article  under  consideration  emanated,  I  think 
it  may  safely  be  maintained  that  sick  head- 

ache is  very  often  the  consequence  of  indis- 
cretion, or  too  free  indulgence  at  meals  of  in- 

digestible food.  Dr.  "Wilks  says  that  "true 
sick  headache  is  a  purely  nervous  affection." 
It  is  presumed  that  no  one  acquainted  with 
the  proper  physiological  action  of  the  nervous 
system  would  controvert  or  gainsay  this  as- 

sertion. But  the  question  naturally  arises, 
what  produce  irregularities  of  this  apparatus? 
It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  substances  dis- 

agreeing primarily  with  the  functions  of  the 
digestive  organs,  are  prone  to  transmit  their 
pernicious  secondary  effects,  through  the  super- 

vention of  the  sympathetic  system  to  the 
periphery,  and  the  organ  most  susceptible  and 
usually  invaded,  is  the  cerebrum.  I  would 
not  be  understood  as  endeavoring  to  convey 
the  impression  that  sick  headache  is  produced 
only  by  the  causes  named.  Mental  disturb- 

ances, or  any  imprudence  of  mental  excita- 
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tion,  with  individuals  of  an  hereditary  pre- 
disposition to  cephalagia,  are  frequently 

followed  by  an  attack  of  this  disorder. 
What  practitioner  of  any  considerable  ex- 

perience has  not  been  summoned  to  interfere 
with  a  paroxysm  of  cerebral  pain, the  result, 
doubtless,  of  indiscretionary  indulgence  at  the 
nerve-revolting  table,  ladened  with  sweet- 

meats, vinous  preparations,  crude  vegetables, 
and  clammy  bread  saturated  with  grease  f 

Another"  question  suggests  itself  in  this connection,  namely  :  Is  sick  headache  pro- 
duced by  inability  of  the  stomach  to  assimilate 

the  ingesta,  illy-selected  and  crowded  upon 
its  functions  ?  or  is  the  sickness  of  stom- 

ach attending  this  disorder  secondary  and 
sympathetic,  depending  upon  cerebral  dis- 

turbance ?  A  correct  solution  of  this  peplex- 
ity  would  render  the  plan  of  procedure  per- 

fectly simple  and  practicable.  Presuming, 
however,  that  the  trouble  lies  in  the  former, 
and  being  on  the  safe  ride  if  it  does  not,  I  have 
for  son.e  months  now  pursued  the  following 
course  :  To  counteract  the  nausea  or  vomiting 
present,  I  usually  prescribe  either  Husband's 
magnesia,  seidlitz  powders,  or  prepared  wil- 

low charcoal.  As  soon  as  the  irritability  of  the 
stomach  is  sufficiently  overcome,  I  give  eight 
to  fifteen  grains  of  chloral  hydrate  (owing 
to  the  idiosyncrasy  of  the  patient)  combined 
with  about  fi  ve  grains  of  bromide  of  potassium. 
It  has  not  been  my  lot  to  come  in  contact  with 
a  case  of  headache  of  any  description  in  which 
the  above  treatment  has  failed  to  accomplish 
a  remission  of  the  pain.  Where  the  stomach 
is  free  from  derangement  or  implication  the 
latter  part  of  the  treatment  is  all  that  will  be 
required. 

It  may  not  be  inconsistent  in  this  relation 
to  add  my  experience  in  the  use  of  chloral 
hydrate,  locally.  Noticing  some  time  since — 
I  think  it  was  in  the  Reporter— that  some 
one  recommended  a  solution  of  chloral  topi- 

cally applied  for  neuralgic  affections,  I  de- 
termined to  give  it  a  trial  at  the  earliest  op- 

portunity. Since  then  I  have  advised  its 
use  several  times  for  facial  and  orbital 
neuralgia ;  once  also  for  neuralgia  of  the 
side,  with  perfect  success.  The  plan  I  have 
followed  is  to  make  a  reasonably  strong  solu- 

tion ( 10  to  15  grains  to  the  drachm  of  water)  and 
direct  it  to  be  employed  in  the  manner  that 
Hoffman's  anodyne  is  applied.  I  am  not 
positive  that  the  last-named  remedy  will  not 
give  the  same  relief;  but  believing  that 
any  experience  relative  to  new  remedies  is 
welcome  to  the  profession,  I  venture  the 
above  for  what  it  is  worth. 

A.  H;  Kttnst,  M.  D. 
Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Weston,  W.  Va.,  Feb.,  1872. 

Extraction  of  a  G-oose-quill  from  the  Female 
Bladder. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
In  September  last  I  was  requested  by  a 

physician  to  assist  him  in  removing  a  goose 

quill  from  the  bladder  of  a  female.  While  at- 
tempting to  draw  the  urine  by  means  of  the 

quill,  a  sudden  suction  snatched  the  instru- 
ment from  the  operator,.  The  lady  at  the 

time  was  having  hemorrhage  from  threatened 
abortion.  I  repaired  to  the  place  ten  miles 
from  this  village,  and  upon  introducing  a  sil- 

ver probe  touched  the  quill,  then  using  for- 
ceps" grasped  the  offender,  and  slowly  pulled, but  my  instrument  unfortunately  slipped  off; 

I  then  searched  for  the  quill,  but  it  had 
changed  its  location,  and  could  not  be  easily 
found. 
We  made  an  attempt  to  use  a  dilator,  but 

had  to  desist  on  account  of  pain ;  the  lady 
would  not  consent  to  take  chloroform,  and 
we  postponed  the  operation.  I  had  an  in- 

strument constructed  by  an  ingenious  deviser, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Lowe,  consisting  of  short  forceps 
attached  at  the  fulcrum  to  a  stationary 
bar,  and  operated  by  means  of  knee  levers 
connected  with  a  sliding  bar.  On  the  sta- 

tionary bar  was  a  graduated  scale.  This 
instrument  was  made  narrow,  to  pass  through 
a  wooden  canula.  We  again  visited  our 
patient  in  company  with  Dr.  Bedding,  who 
was  called  in  consultation,  and  tried  to  in- 

duce her  to  take  chloroform,  but  with  no  avail. 
We  filled  the  bladder  with  water,  hoping  one 
end  of  the  quill  might  become  detached,  and 
put  the  lady  in  a  recumbent  position  to  get 
the  help  of  gravity.  The  urethra  contracted 
with  such  force  that  we  could  not  use  our  in- 

strument, and  then  attempted  to  introduce 
the  little  finger  of  right  hand  on  which  was 
placed  a  slip-noose  thinking  I  might  get  the 
noose  over  the  end  of  the  quill,  but  the  con- 

tractions were  so  strong  I  abandoned  the 
effort.  Our  patient  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  take  chloroform,  as  she  was  afraid  it 
would  produce  abortion,  a  work  on  domestic 
medicine,  which  she  possessed,  furnishing  the 
fears  she  entertained  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
this  agent.  We  went  home.  One  month 
from  the  time  of  our  first  trial  I  received  a 
letter  to  visit  her  again.  This  time  we  were 
determined  to  overcome  her  prejudices  against 
the  use  of  anaesthetics.  As  the  quill  was  large 
and  long  we  thought  best  to  first  introduce 
the  finger,  that  we  might  better  determine  its 
position.  The  lady  was  not  quite  ready  to 
be  chloroformed,  and  we  commenced  the  trial 
without,  but  no  sooner  had  my  finger  entered 
the  urethra  than  she  wanted  it  withdrawn,  as 
it  occasioned  such  severe  suffering,  but  it 
pushed  onward,  producing  so  much  pain  that 
she  was  willing  to  take  anything  to  relieve 
her.  An  ansesthetic  was  given,  and  the  finger 
entered  the  bladder,  and  by  hard  pressure 
touched  the  quill  at  its  bend — it  lay  across  the 
base  of  the  bladder — knowing  now  its  posi- 

tion, I  used  the  forceps  and  drew  it  forth.  It 
measured  four  inches  in  length.  It  had  form- 

ed a  nucleus  for  a  stone,  and  its  greatest  cir- 
cumference from  accretion  was  two  inches. 

For  several  days  before  its  removal  she  had 
suffered  considerably  and  was  obliged  to 
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keep  her  bed.   The  second  day  after  its  ex- 
traction she  was  able  to  attend  to  her  house- 

hold duties.  Charles  S.  Leonard. 
Ravenna,  Ohio,  Feb.  15,  1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

 List  of  Medical  Patents  issued  from  the 
TJ.  S.  Patent  Office  to  American  Inventors,  for 
the  week  ending  Feb.  6, 1872,  and  each  bear- 

ing that  date.  Furnished  this  paper  by  Cox 
&  Cox,  Solicitors  of  Patents,  Washington, 
D.  C. 
Abdominal  Supporter,  Mary  G.  Briggs,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dental  Plate  and  Teeth.  R.  E.  Burlan,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 
February  13, 1872.— Syringe,  W.  B.  Snyder,  Bridgeport, Conn. 
Medical  Compound,  or  Ethereal  Oil,  for  treating  rheu- mat.sm,  L.  J.  Sell,  College  Corner.,  Ind. 

Officsrs  Elected. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  "  Williamson  County- 
Medical  and  Surgical  Society,"  held  at  George- 

town, Williamson  county,  Texas,  January 
29,  1872,  the  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  year  :  Wm.  H.  Westfall,  M.  D.,  Presi^ 
dent;  Wm.  P.  Fleming,  M.  D.,  Secretary; 
A.  J.  Graham,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

Chicago  Relief  Fund. 
The  following  additional  contributions  to 

this  fund  are  noted  : 
Prof.  J.  Aitken  Meigs  ,  $25  00 
Dr.  Atkinson   5  00 
Cash,  L.  C   10  00 
Dr.  F.  F.  Maury   15  00 

An  Act  against  Empiricism. 

The  following  are  the  provisions  of  an  act 
entitled  "an  act  to  protect  the  citizens  of 
Wyoming  Territory  from  empiricism  and  ele- 

vate the  standing  of  the  medical  profession." 
Section  first  makes  it  unlawful  for  any  per- 

son to  practice  medicine  or  surgery  in  any  of 
its  departments,  for  reward  or  compensation, 
who  has  not  attended  two  courses  of  instruc- 

tion in  a  school  of  medicine,  or  who  cannot 
produce  a  certificate  of  qualification  from 
some  regular  medical  society. 

Section  second  makes  it  incumbent  upon  all 
persons  now  practicing  medicine  or  surgery, 
to  file  a  copy  of  his  or  her  diploma  or  certifi- 
with  the  County  Clerk,  making  oath  that  they 
are  the  identical  person  named  in  the  diploma 
or  certificate. 

Section  third  provides  a  penalty  for  a  viola- 
tion of  sections  one  and  two,  of  a  fine  of  fifty 

to  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  first  offense, 
and  imprisonmeat  in  the  county  jail  not  less 
than  ten  days  for  the  second ;  and  in  no  case 
wherein  this  act  shall  have  been  violated, 
shall  the  person  so  violating  receive  any  com- 

pensation for  services  rendered. 

Section  fourth  exempts  dentists  and  sur- 
geons of  the  United  State*  army  from  comply- 

ing with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
The  above  act  was  passed  by  the  late  Leg- 

islature, signed  by  the  Governor,  and  is  now the  law. 

 A  joking  Harvard  student  recently 
called  for  a  doctor  in  great  haste,  directing 
the  servant  where  he  should  go.  The  doctor 
came,  but  found  his  services  unnecessary  and 
his  call  a  hoax.  So  far  it  was  all  very  well, 
but  the  servant  recognized  the  caller,  and  the 
next  day  the  doctor  called  on  him  and  asked 
him  whether  he  would  rather  pay  twenty  dol- 

lars or  be  arrested.  He  said  he  thought  so, 
too,  and  paid  the  twenty  dollars. 

 A  whole  family  was  poisoned  at  Sutton, 
Vermont,  a  few  days  since,  from  drinking 
water  which  ran  through  a  new  lead  pipe 
They  were  all  sick  and  one  of  them  nearly 
died. 

 Note  for  Darwin:  In  time  the  mulberry 
tree  becomes  a  silk  gown,  and  a  silk  gown 
— becomes  a  woman. 

QUERIES  AltfD  REPLIES. 
Pruritus  Ani. 

Messrs?.  Editors.  :  Will  you,  or  some  of  your  read- 
ers suggest  a  remedy  for  the  following  ease :  A  man  com- 

plains of  a  dreadful  itching  at  the  anus.  It  troubles  him 
only  at  night — begins  just  after  he  gets  warm  in  bed,  and 
he  is  unable  to  sleep  for  many  hours  each  night.  The  itch- 

ing seems  to  be  just  within  the  anal  orifice.  Many  things 
have  been  tried,  but  nothing  he  has  used  yet  has  given  hiui 
relief.  If  you  or  some  one  will  suggest  a  remedy,  you  will 
greatly  oblige  an  Inquirer. 
Reply.— "Inquirer"  should  make  an  anal  examination. 

—Eds; 

Dr.  M.  D.  IL,  Mo. — The  latest  and  best  work  on  General 
Pathology  is  Dr.  T.  Henry  Green's  Introduction  to  Path- ology and  Morbid  Anatomy.   H.  C.  Lea.  1871. 

Electricity. 
Messrs  Editors  :  In  Med.  and  Suro.  Reporter,  vol. 

xxvi,  No.  2,  page  40,  you  give  from  Dr.  Bernier  a  "  Novel 
use  of  Electricity"  in  the  subduing,  of  the  congested 
condition  of  nasal  organs  from  hard  drink  or  oth- 

erwise. Could  you  further  give  us  the  kind  of  electricity 
used  and  the  method  of  application,  that  we  may  make 
the  fact  available  ?  C.  Ellis,  M.  D. St.  J  ouis,  Mo 

Reply. —  '.Ve  culled  the  statement  from  the  columns  of an  exchange,  which,  however,  gave  no  details.  Probably 
some  of  our  electrical  specialists  can  furnish  the  informa- 

tion desired.— Eds.  Reporter. 
Chloral. 

A  country  correspondent  expresses  surprise  at  our  state- ment in  No.  1,  Vol.  xxvi.  that  chloral  is  injured  by  standing 
in  solution.    He  says : 

"  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  dissDlving  one  ounce  of  the chloral  in  lour  ounces  of  water,  making  a  teaspoon ful  a 
convenient  dose,  and  using  it  when  required  as  long  as  it 
lasted.  I  have  given  such  a  solution  to  a  patient,  who  has 
used  it  with  uniform  good  results,  to  the  last  dose,  two 
months  from  the  time  it  was  prepared,  without  any  appar- 

ent change  in  the  solution  or  any  appreciable  bad  results 
following  its  use. 

"Will  you  please  state  what  change  is  to  be  looked  for  in a  solution  of  the  chloral,  and  what  ill  consequence,  is  to  be 
expected  from  it*  administration? 

"  If  your  view  is  absolutely  correct,  chloral  is  a  very  in- 
convenient remedy  in  country  practice." Reply.— Quite  a  number  of  physicians  have  reported  that 

chloral  hydrate  kept  in  solution  lost,  in  a  measure,  its  ef- 
fects. See  Med.  and  Stjeg.  Reporter.  Vol.  ̂ xxiy.,  p.  86, 

etc,  e  c. 
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[Vol.  xxv  i OBITUARY. 
JOHN  FOOTE  TROWBRIDGE,  M.  T>. 

Dr  Trowbridge  died  at  his  residence  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
February  18th,  aged  8  )  years. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  North.  Armenia,  Columbia 

county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  21st  day  of  July,  1791.  His  father 
was  a  strict  and  practical  Quaker,  a  farmer  and  mill- 

wright, and  was  one  of  the  guards  in  charge  of  Andre 
during  his  imprisonment  ana  execution. 

At  eighteen  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Prigsley,  ef 
Ghent,  and  graduated  at  the  New  York  College  of  Sur- 

geons and  Physicians  in  the  spring  of  1812,  carrying  The 
prize  medal  for  his  thesis.  Being  recommended  be-  his professors,  Drs.  Mott  and  Francis,  he  was  appoiated house 
physician  in  the  New  York  City  Hospital,  where  he  re- 

mained more  than  a  year. 
In  the  fall  of  1813,  he  commenced  practice  in  the  young 

village  of  Bridgewater,  Oneida  county,  where  be  continued 
to  live  and  labor  for  thirty  years,  wit>*  the  exception  of 
nearly  two  years'  absence-  In  May,  1817,  he  married  Rosa- mond A.  Packard,  at  New  Hartford.  In  1830,  he  was  elect- 

ed t®  the  Assembly,  and  again  in  1839.  He  occupied  nu- 
merous other  positions  of  honor  *nd  trust,  and  refused 

many  others  that  were  proffered  him,  among  them  a  nomi- 
nation to  Congress  With  a  heart  which  was  ihe  very 

home  of  kindnese,  he  made  many  and  warm  friends  in  every 
rank  and  condition  of  life,  and  passed  away  amid  a  sorrow 
as  universal  as  it  i3  sincere.  Falsehood,  quackery,  sham 
and  charlatanism  were  loathsome  to  him  in  its  deepest 
sense.  His  many  years  and  long  experience  constituted 
him  the  father  of  his  profession,  and  won  for  him  the  es- 

teem and  veneration  of  his  professional  brethren,  and  ha 
has  gone  down  to  the  grave  loaded  wir,h  the  only  fame  which 
he  ever  desired— the  love,  esteem,  and  approbation  of  the 
world  in  which  he  had  lived  so  long.  He  ranked  high  in 
his  profession,  in  which  he  was  as  conscientious  as  he  was skillful. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Onondaga  County  Medical  Society, 
held  last  evening  at  the  office  of  Dr.  Ely  Van  De  Warker, 
the  following  resolutions  wee  adopted: 
Whereas.  Our  Heavenly  Father,  who  "  doeth  all 

things  well,"  has  seen  fit  to  call  away  from  eatthly  labor toeverlastingrest.  our  dearly  beloved  professional  broi  her, 
Dr.  John  Foote  Trowbridge  ;  the;  et'ore, Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  DrT  Trowbridge,  not  only 
has  the  entire  medical  profession  been  deprived  of  an  il- 

lustrious ornament,  but  Christian  society  has  sustained 
an  irreparable  loss,  while  from  the  fireside  of  home  the 
light  and  joy  have  gone  out  forever. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  courteous  demeanor  of  our  vener- 
able friend,  in  his  genial  recognition  of  the  merits  of  his 

brotoer  practitioners,  especial'y  the  younger  and  inexpe- 
rienced ones,  in  his  modest  forgetfuiness  of  self  in  order 

to  encourage  others,  and  in  his  scrupulous  and  sensitive 
observance  of  the  code  of  medical  ethics,  he  was  at  once 
the  pride  and  model  of  the  profes-ion. 
Resolvd,  That  we  cheerfully  and  cordially  mingle  our 

tears  with  those  of  his  worthy  and  bereaved  family,  and 
that  in  token  of  our  great  grief,  and  a-  an  unusual  mark, 
of  respect  and  esteem,  we  will  wear  badges  for  the  ensu- insr  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  duly  attested, be  furnished  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  and  to  the 
daily  press. 

WILLIAM  D.  BUCK,  M.  D. 
Dr.  William  D.  Buck;,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 

physicians  and  surgeons  of  New  Hampshire,  died  at  his 
residence  in  Manchester,  very  suddenly,  on  Tuesdav 
evening,  January  9,  of  heart  disease  As  long  ago  as 
1854,  he  was  seriously  troubled  with  difficu'ty  about  the 
heart,  am  it  was  feared  at  that  time  that  he  would  not 
survive.  He  has,  since  then,  suffered  at  times  from  the 
same,  cause,  and  though  he  has  been  constantly  employer! 
in  his  profession,  has  been  c  mp  lied  to  exercise  great 
caution  lest  overwork  or  excitement  produce  illness. 
During  th  ?  present  winter  he  has  been  obliged  to  refuse 
many  calls  from  those  who  have  relied  on  his  professional services. 

Dr.  B  was  born  at  WilMamstown.  Vt.,  March  25,  1812. 
and  therefore  was  nearly  60  years  of  age.  When  a  young 
man  William  D.  Buck  went  to  Concord,  and  was  em- 

ployed as  a  carriage  painter  in  a  large  carriage  manu- 
factory He  followed  tbis  occunation  f  ir  some  years  very 

successfully,  and  then,  in  accordance  with  a  desire  long 
felt,  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  the 
late  Dr.  Thomas  Chadbourn,  of  Concord.  He  gradua- ted at  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
and  commenced  practice  in  Concord  about  1840. 

In  1846,  he  visited  Europe,  in  company  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Noyes,  then  pastor  of  the  South  church  in  Concord,  and 

■oon  after  his  return,in  the  spring  of  1847 ,opened an  office  in 
Manchester  ,  and  has  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  skil- 
skillt'ul  surgeons  and  physicians  in  that  section.  He  has been  well  known  throughout  the  State,  from  the  post  mor- 

tem examinations  made  in  cases  of  unnatural  deaths,  and 
from  his  appearance  in  court  as  a  witness  in  such  cases.  His 
testimony  has  always  carried  gr.  at  weight  with  juries  and 
judges.  At  one  time  Dr.  Buck  was  prominent  as  a  musi- 

cian, having  taught  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental. 
He  was  for  two  years  President  of  the  State  Medical  So- 

ciety,, and  his  addresses  given  before  that  body  have  been received  with  great  favor. 
Dr.  B.  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Grace  Low, 

adopted  daughter  of  the  late  William  Low,  of  Concord, 
who  died  in  1856.  Four  years  after,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
W  Nichols,  of  Litchfield,  who  survives  him.  He  leaves no  children. 

Dr.  Buck  was  a  positive  man.  He  had  decided  opinions, 
and  was  not  easily  influenced  by  the  opinions  of  others, 
yet  he  was  a  genial  and  companionable  man,  who  had 
many  friends  who  will  miss  h:s  social  companionship,  as well  as  his  professional  services.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Mechanics'  Lodge  ot  Odd  Fellows,  and,  for  many  years, was  a  leading  member  of  the  Franklin  street  church. 
An  amusing  extract  from  one  of  Dr.  Buck's  addresses before  the  medical  society  of  New  Hampshire  on  the 

modern  surgical  treatment  of  disease1  of  women,  it  may 
be  remembered,  went  the  round  of  the  medical  press  a  few 
years  since. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D. 
Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D  ,  died  February  14  at  Peekskill, 

N.  Y.  The  New  York  Times  says:  "Dr.  4,ee  was  a  man  of the  highest  eminence  in  his  profession  and  in  general 
science.  As  a  writer  he  has  probably  contributed  more  to 
the  literature  of  his  profession  than  any  other  author.  He 
has  edited  Lc's  Physiology,  a  work  formerly  in  extensive 
use  in  our  schools ;  Elements  of  Geology,  Copland's  Medical Dictionary,  Pereira  on  Fiod  and  Diet,  and  many  other  works. 
He  was  for  many  years  Professor  in  the  New  York  Uni- 

versity, the  Bowdoin  Medical  College,  Berkshire  Medical 
School,  the  Medical  School  at  Woodstock,  Vt.,  Geneva  Med- ical College,  and  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Buf- falo Medical  School.  In  connection  with  the  late  Dr. 
Stewart,  of  New  York,  he,  many  years  since,  established 
the  Northern  Dispensary,  an  institution  which  has  been  of 
great  and  incalculable  benefit  to  the  poor  of  New  York. 
He  was  for  many  years  editor  of  the  New  York  Journal  of 
Medicine.  In  every  way  his  whole  life  was  unselfishly  de- 

voted to  any  and  all  objects  calculated  to  benefit  mankind ; 
and  his  loss  will  be  severely  felt  by  the  many  students  who 
have  graduated  under  him,  as  well  as  by  the  profession  he 
so  ably  graced.  He  leaves  a  large  circle  of  personal  friends 
to  mourn  his  death." A  man  as  prominent  in  law,  or  in  political  life,  or  in  al- 

most any  ordinary  pursuit,  as  Dr.  Le*  was  in  medicine 
would  have  left  an  estate  counted  by  hundreds  of  thousands, if  not  millions  of  dollars. 

Dr.  Lee's  name  in  familiar  to  the  readers  of  the  Report- 
er, as  he  was  a  frequent  contributor  to  its  pages. 

MARRIAGES. 

Nichols— Mattocks— In  Hanover,  N.  H.,  Jan.  24th,  by 
Rev  Mr.  Hartshorn,  ot  Enfield,  C  Byron  Nichols,  M.  D  , 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Lizzie  B.  Mattocks,  of  Chicago. 

DEATHS. 
Cook— In  New  York,  Feb.  19, 1872,  at  her  residence,  Mrs. 

Caroline  A.,  wife  of  S.  G.  Cook,  M.  D. 
iiAMMOND—  In  Bennett's  Corners,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  31,  Dr.  G. W.  Hammond,  formerly  of  Grilsum,  N.  H ,  aged  69  years. 
Hotchkin— In  Saxton,  Bedford  county,  Pa.,  Feb.  12, 

1872,  of  Scarlet  Fever,  James  Henry,  child  of  Dr.  G.  B. 
and  Mrs.  S.  J.  Hotchkin,  aged  21  months. 
Lockrow— At  his  residence,  in  New  York,  Feb.  21,  Dr. Van  Buren  Lockrow. 
McDowell— En  Pittsburg,  Feb.  18,  Elizibeth,  youngest 

daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  A.  N.  McDowell. 
Penney— At  tbe  residence  of  his  mother,  at  McKees- 

port,  Pa.,  Feb.  18,  Dr.  David  A.  Penney,  in  the  52d  year  of his  age. 
Rodman— At  Newcastle,  Ky.,  Feb.  11,  Dr.  Hugh  Rod- man, of  Frankfort,  in  his  54th  year. 
Trowbridge— In  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  February  18,  John  F. Trowbridge,  M.  D.,  aged  80  years. 
Virtue— At  West  Lebanon,  Indiana  county,  Pa.,  Jan. 

21,  Dr  Samue  W.  Virtue,  in  the  37th  year  of  his  age. 
Wilson— At  Pennington,  N.  J.,  of  scarlet  fever,  Annie 

Franklin,  youngest  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  Greenwood  and  Kate Emma  Wilson,  aged  7  years. 
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WOW  HEADY. 

Cancer :  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W.  BRIGHT,  M.  D., 
OF  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 
Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 

and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 
views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  light 

of  the  most  recent  researches,  and  ad  Is  his  own  views  and 
observations,  together  with  his  practical  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  Price,  $2.00,  sent  by  mail,  postage 
paid.  S.  W.  BUTLER, 115  South  Seventh  St., 

^Philadelphia. 
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Practical  Instruction  on  this  subject,  in  the  Wards  of  the 
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HEPATIC  ABSCESS. 

By  A.  L.  Knight,  M.  D. 

[Read  before  the  Meigs  and  Mason  Counties  (Ohio)  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine.] 

I  shall  first  examine  the  causes  that  may,  or 
that  are  believed  to,  induce  suppuration  and 
abscess  of  this  particular  organ. 

Blows  upon  the  region  of  the  liver  are  con- 
sidered as  a  cause  of  this  disease.  This  I  think 

is  placed  first  by  authors,  not  because  of  its 
frequency,  but  from  the  directness  of  the 
cause,  and  the  disease  consequent,  for  having 
other  symptoms  of  the  malady,  this  kind  of 
evidence  can  be  easily  associated  with  the  ori- 

gin of  the  complaint. 
This  cause  is  very  rare,  owing  to  the  secure 

position  and  protection  that  the  organ  has  in 
its  osseous  surroundings,  exposing  but  a  very 
small  portion  of  it  to  the  accidents  of  external 
violence. 

Authors  are  pretty  uniformly  agreed  that 
the  most  frequent  cause  in  this  malady  is,  pus 
in  the  circulation  from  suppurative  inflamma- 

tion, either  obtained  in  the  vascular  system, 
or  brought  within  it  by  absorption.  This  pro- 

position for  the  supposed  cause  of  this  form 
of  abscess  should  never  be  lost  to  view ;  for 
having  evidence  of  pus  absorption,  a  fact  is 
established  that  acts  the  sentinel,  and  will  in 
the  absence  even  of  special  symptoms,  arouse 
our  suspicions  of  the  existence  or  approach  of 
this  disease. 

I  am  aware  that  I  am  taxing  the  credulity 
of  those  who  do  not  credit  the  probability,  or 
even  possibility,  of  pus  absorption  to  the  ex- 

tent of  produciog  abscess  in  other  parts  of  the 
organism,  owing  to  the  comparatively  greater 

size  of  the  pus  globules  in  relation  to  those 
of  the  blood  ? 
A  lew  words  upon  this  :  The  theory  of  pus 

absorption  might  be  supported  in  this  man- 
ner :  It  is  known  that  pus  globules  are  hol- 

low, and  perhaps  capable  of  assuming  an 
elongated  form,  so  reducing  their  diameters 
as  to  make  them  absorbable.  When  we  add 
to  this  the  fact  that  pus  has  been  found  in  the 
circulation  in  the  absence  of  any  introvascu- 
lar  inflammation,  at  least  of  any  detected, 
but  with  external  parts  being  in  a  state  of 
active  suppuration,  proves  almost  conclusively 
that  the  pus  entered  the  circulation  by  the 
process  of  absorption. 
This  proposition  being  established,  the 

question  naturally  arises,  what  detriment  re- 
sults to  the  economy,  and,  if  any,  where  will 

it  most  likely  fall  ? 
It  would  of  course  float  with  impunity  in 

the  larger  vessels,  but  when  it  reaches  the 
net-work  of  the  finer  structures,  as  the  pneu- 

monic cells  or  meshes  of  the  glandular  system, 
the  tortuous  and  capillary  nature  of  which 
would  entangle  a  portion  of  this  pus,  carrying 
within  it  its  venom,  of  which,  perhaps,  all 
pus  holds  a  taint,  and  thus  lodged,  as  it  were, 
blocking  up  this  spot  in  this  convoluted  circu- 

lation, becomes  the  nidus  of  the  disease  in 

question. For  example,  experiments  have  proven  that 
certain  substances,  as  quicksilver,  introduced 
into  the  crural  veins  of  dogs  and  other  ani- 

mals, have  found  their  way  to  the  liver  and' been  confined  in  the  intricate  meshes  of  that 

organ.  And  further,  that  these  foreign  sub- 
stances have,  in  every  case  in  which  these' 

experiments  have  been  tried,  produced  an 
inflammatory  action  in  the  lobular  portion  of 
the  liver,  not  confined  to  one  particular  loca- 
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tion,  but,  as  it  were,  each  foreign  particle 
becoming  the  nucleus  for  this  form  of  action 
variously  dispersed  throughout  the  organ. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  in  this  discussion  to  theo- 
rize upon  the  manner  in  which  these  particles 

reach  the  liver  from  the  inferior  extremities. 
It  seems  to  me  that  Budd  has  laid  too  much 

stress  upon  the  absorption  of  pus  from  opera- 
tions, wounds  and  ulcers  of  these  parts  of  the 

body,  for  doubtless,  taking  an  anatomical 
view  of  the  process,  we  would  be  lead  to 
suppose  that  the  absorbed  venom  would 
necessarily  traverse  the  entire  circulation, 
and  admitting  this  venomous  matter  to  be  a 
cause  of  abscess,  we  would  naturally  look  for 
this  form  of  malady  in  other  structures,  espe- 

cially in  the  lungs  and  lymphatic  glands,  to 
occur  as  frequently  as  in  the  hepatic  gland. 

But  experience  does  not  warrant  this  con- 
clusion ;  so  we  are  driven  to  the  opinion  that 

pus  can  traverse  other  tissues  with  more  im- 
punity, whilst  it  is  held  in  check  or  lodged  in 

the  winding  meshes  of  the  biliary  circulation. 
However  this  may  be,  it  is  sufficient  for  our 
purpose  to  know  that  pus  poison  is  one  of 
the  principal  causes  of  abscess  in  this  organ, 
the  truth  of  which  we  are  not  able,  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  this  disease, 
to  assert,  or  prepared  to  controvert ;  yet  this 
does  not  preclude  other  causes.  Of  the  several 
hundred  post-mortems  had  where  this  disease  ex- 

isted, from  what  I  have  gathered  of  the  several 
authors  that  I  have  perused,  in  fully  seventy- 
five  per  cent,  of  them  could  the  cause  be  traced 
to  pus  absorption.  Budd  was  of  the  opinion, 
though  not  so  directly  expressed,  that  even  a 
greater  percentage  was  due  to  this  cause. 

"Where  other  reasons  were  assigned  he  sup- posed it  possible  that  the  original  seat  of 
suppuration  was  either  unobserved  or  had 
ceased  to  exist,  and  that  very  minute  abras- 
sions  could  give  rise  to  extensive  abscess. 

So  strongly  was  this  author  imbued  with 
this  idea  of  absorption,  that  he  boldly  asserts 
that  cancer  cells  may  be  absorbed  and  pro- 

duce cancer  of  this  organ,  and  this  he  dem- 
onstrated or  rather  assured  himself  by  personal 

observation. 

He  thinks  that  the  frequency  of  hepatic 
abscess  in  India  and  other  warm  latitudes,  in 
which  we  find  a  majority  of  the  cases  reported, 
is  not  due  to  excessive  heat,  or  malarious 

poison,  "for,"  says  he,  "did  heat  act  as  a  cause 
we  should  expect  to  find  the  disease  more  fre- 

quently among  the  smelters  of  iron  and  brass, 
and  the  japanners  of  our  own  country ;  but  mala- 

ria may  act  as  a  remote  cause,  by  primarily 
exciting  this  organ  to  throw  into  the  primae 
vise  vitiated  bile  in  excess,  which  in  turn  in- 

duces inflammation  and  ulceration  of  these 

parts,  gall  ducts  etc.,  and  from  which  absorp- 
tion engenders  the  disease." 

If  we  take  it  for  granted  that  glandular 
structures,  per  se,  are  rarely  affected  with  sup- 

purative inflammation,  we  can  the  more 
readily  coincide  in  the  above  views.  We  must 
admit,  however,  that  the  inguinal  and  axillary 
glands  are  very  frequently  the  seat  of  abscess, 
as  are  also  the  mammary  and  other  glands, 
and  that  this  process  is  destructive  to  their 
functions.  But  I  venture  the  gratuitous  re- 

mark, that  the  functions  of  these  organs  are 
not  so  frequently  destroyed  as  we  are  led  to 
suppose.  I  account  for  this  by  the  supposi- 

tion that  the  abscess,  non-destructive,  i3  inter- 
lobular, and  not  involving  the  functional 

structure  of  these  glands,  for  pus  could  reach 
these  interstices  as  readily  as  the  gland  proper. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  these  glandular 
structures  are  in  this  way  made  the  seat  of 
abscess  whether  the  suppurative  source  be 
benign,  malignant,  or  specific.  Still  there 
may  be  some  modification  in  this  supposing 
that  the  virus  may  be  carried  either  within 
the  pus  globules  or  in  the  liquor  puris.  Syphil- 
ologists  are  divided  on  this  proposition,  and 
it  has  been  of  some  authors,  Johnson  for  one, 
the  opinion  that  these  abscesses  were  the  re- 

sult of  sympathy  from  their  proximity  to  a  sup- 
purating abrasion.  Is  it  not  equally  plausi- 

ble that  this  proximity  favors  the  idea  that 
absorption  has  carried  pus  virus  either  into 
their  interstitial  vascularity,  or  into  the  lobu- 
lated  portion  of  the  glands  ? 

That  these  organs  are  frequently  the  seat  of 
suppurative  inflammation  from  other  and  spe- 

cific causes  will  not  be  denied,  nor  do  I  wish 
to  raise  any  side  issue  in  this  present  discus- 

sion, my  principal  aim  being  to  impress  you 
with  the  fact  that  pus  lodgment  is  the  princi- 

pal if  not  the  sole  cause  of  the  lobular 
abscess  of  this  organ.  If  this  position  is  well 
taken,  it  proves  that  free  pus,  or  pus  with  its 
menstruum  is  the  most  active  and  prime  fac- 

tor when  in  the  circulation  from  whatever 
source  in  this  malady.  Knowing  this,  with 
specific  symptoms  present,  a  diagnosis  is  facili- 

tated.  I  believe  it  is  generally  conceded  that 
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a  suppuration  once  setup  is  capable  of  growth 
,  in  any  of  the  tissues,  and  more  especially  so 
in  the  vascular  cell  structures.  The  physical 
formation  does  not  disfavor  the  idea  of  growth 
of  abscess  in  its  parts.  And  as  before  remark- 

ed, pus  being  a  prime  factor  in  this  suppura- 
tive condition,  we  would  naturally  look  for  its 

principal  strength  in  its  proximity  to  this  gland. 
Thus  we  see  this  possible  and  highly  probable 
result  from  a  suppurative  inflammation  in  the 
mesenteric  vessels  or  its  cellular  structure, 
and  this  would  be  heightened  were  the  inflam- 

mation within  the  vascular  coats  of  the  portal 
system,  pus  being  carried  direct  to  the  liver. 

The  quality  of  the  pus  doub'iess  would  in- 
fluence the  character  of  the  abscess,  in  regard 

to  its  rapidity  of  growth,  its  benignity,  mal- 
ignity or  dispersion  of  locality  ;  its  complete 

divisibility  in  the  circulation  favoring  a  plu- 
rality of  abscesses.  However,  we  have  no 

means  of  determining  the  special  quality  of 
the  pus  or  its  capacity  of  divisibility.  I  am 
disposed  to  think  that  the  nearer  the  source 
of  poison  to  the  organ,  the  fewer  abscesses 
should  be  looked  for,  and  vice  versa,  with  re- 

moteness of  source  which  would  require  the 
aid  of  the  general  circulation,  and  thereby 
not  pass  so  uniformly  through  the  sam  3  portion 
of  the  liver,  or  at  least  giving  one  affected 
spot  time  to  set  up  its  action  with  surround- 

ings so  prepared  as  to  preclude  the  further 
ingress  of  pus,  and  thus  drive  it  to  other 
parts.  I  have  no  authority  for  the  above 
opinion ;  writers,  so  far  as  I  know,  upon  this 
point  are  silent.  There  are  other  causes  sup- 

posed to  give  rise  to  this  species  of  abscess, 
one  of  which  I  will  notice  ;  that  is,  the  excess- 

ive use  of  alcoholic  spirits.  It  is  well  known, 
or  should  be,  that  prolonged  inebriation  indu- 

ces congestion,  active  excitation,  and  perhaps 
inflammation  and  fatty  degeneration  of  this 
organ.  But  it  has  been  shown  that  those 
who  use  alcoholic  spirits  well  diluted,  or  in 
the  form  of  the  weaker  wines,  beer,  etc.,  or 
the  stronger  upon  full  stomachs  escape  he- 

patic abscess,  but  are  obnoxious  to  the  other 
affections  just  named;  whilst  those  who  take 

it  "  straight, "  as  we  Yankees  do,  or  the  gin 
drinkers  of  London,  may  have  interstitival  ab- 

scess or  the  "  hob-nail  liver,"  spoken  of  by 
English  authors— more  generally  the  latter 
than  the  former.  Yet  lobular  abscess  may 
follow  these  latter  habits,  and  has  been 
known  to  do  so. 

This  favors  the  idea  that  the  direct  irritation, 
long  continued,  of  strong  stimulants,  induces 
inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  chronic 
form  in  the  stomach  and  superior  portion  of 
the  prima?  vias,  and  perhaps  also  the  gall  ducts 
from  which  the  advent  to  the  liver  would  be 
direct,  and  modus  operandi  like  that  given  for 
pus  absorption.  I  am  inclined  to  think  from 
my  teaching,  that  this  is  a  rare  cause,  and 
that  the  interstitial  form  is  much  more  com- 

mon as  a  result  of  inordinate  drinking  of  al- 
coholic stimulants.  The  disease  as  it  usually 

occurs  from  this  cause,  as  well  as  from  blows 
or  other  external  violence,  are  not  nearly  so 
grave,  and  seldom  destroy  the  lobular  portion 
of  the  organ,  as  do  those  abscesses  from 
the  main  cause  spoken  of.  These  compara- 

tive differences  will  be  further  considered  in 
reviewing  the  treatment. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  limits  of  this  article  will 
admit  of  but  a  glance  at  the  changes  of  struc- 

ture that  are  consequent  to  this  disease. 
Observations  upon  the  cadaver  of  several 

hundred,  have  shown,  as  we  would  readily  sup- 
pose, a  great  variety  of  difference  in  appear- 
ance,number  and  size  of  the  abscesses,  as  well 

as  changes  in  the  organ.  The  more  recent  the 
abscess  with  rapidity  of  development,  the 
greater  redness  and  congestion  in  its  imme- 

diate surroundings,  with  th«  greater  diffusion 
of  lymph  in  a  semi-organized  state,  whilst 
those  more  tardy  were  generally  found  saccu- 

lated, with  the  surroundings  displaced  by  a 

yellowish  hue,  supposed  by  some  to  be  a  bil- 
ious stain.  These  appearences  were  found  in 

the  lobes  of  the  liver. 
Those  occupying  the  vascular  and  interstitial 

portions  did  not  cause  as  marked  changes  in 

the  gland,  except  that  there  were  various  de- 
grees or  shades  of  color  throughout  the  entire 

organ,  varying  from  a  pale  yellow  to  a  deep 
brown.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  abscesses 
in  other  parts  of  the  body,  have  been  accom- 

panied with  a  pale  and  flaccid  liver. 
This  goes  to  show  the  susceptibility  of  this 

organ  to  take  on  diseased  action  and  func- 
tional derangement  from  these  causes,  and 

perhaps  favors  the  theory  that  pus  is  formed 
in  the  vascular  system;  but  the  prevailing 
opinion  now  is,  that  this  degeneration  of  the 
circulating  fluids  produces  cold  abscess,  with 
which  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  this  discus- sion^  

*Oold  abscess  is  supposed  to  originate  from  some  abnor- 
mal secretion  in  the  lymphatic  system  not  yet  understood. 
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Again,  the  change  in  color  is  wrought  by 
so  many  other  influences  that  but  little  stress 
can  be  laid  upon  this  physiological  feature. 

I  .am  not  able  to  say  whether  a  single  ab- 
scess or  a  plurality  of  them  most  often  ob- 

tain, but  as  the  organ  has  been  often  found 
studded  with  small  abscesses,  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  a  plurality  of  them  may  exist  at 
the  same  time,  or  follow  each  other  consecu- 
tively. 

They  have  been  found  from  the  size  of  a 
filbert  to  eight  or  ten  inches  in  diameter,  con- 

taining from  an  ounce  or  two  to  several  pints 
of  pus,  which  is  white  and  of  the  consistence 
of  ordinary  pus  from  abscess  of  other  parts  of 
the  body,  not  claret-colored  as  some  authors 
have  asserted.  Perhaps,  as  Rokitansky  has 

stated,  "  that  old  abscesses  are  occasionally 
infiltrated  with  bile  and  other  coloring  mat- 

ter," has  given  rise  to  the  latter  declarations. 

Btjdd  says:  "In  cases  that  have  proved 
speedily  fatal,  the  abscess  is  bounded  simply 
by  red  and  softened  hepatic  tissue;  but  in 
others  it  is  lined  by  a  false  membrane  or 
cyst,"  and  that  "the  structure  of  this  cyst 
varies  very  much  in  different  cases— de- 

pending upon  the  general  condition  of  the 

patient."  Our  limits  prevent  a  discussion 
upon  their  formation.  Suppuration  being  a 
simple  secretory  process,  we  rarely  find  loss 
of  structure  in  any  part  of  the  body  that  has  a 
yielding  coadaptation — pressure  being  neces- 

sary to  induce  absorption  of  parts  of  the  sur- 
rounding tissues,  and  this  we  make  to  account 

for  pus  of  abscesses  making  its  way  to  the 
surface. 

A  congested-  or  inflamed  liver  is  not  thus 
accommodating  in  its  structure,  and  where 
two  or  more  contiguous  spots  are  in  a  sup- 

purative condition,  the  intervening  portion 
would  be  liable  to  pressure  and  absorp- 

tion. This  seem  to  be  a  rational  way  of 
accounting  for  the  loss  of  structure. 

Dr.  Chyle,  of  Harrisonville,  Ya.,  informs 
your  reporter  that  he  had  seen  five  post-mor- 

tems, two  in  Philadelphia  and  three  in  his 
private  practice ;  that  there  was  loss  of  hepatic 
substance  in  one,  of  function  in  three ;  in  the 
other  the  liver  appeared  healthy,  except  so 
far  as  the  abscess,  which  was  located  in  the 
dorsal  portion  of  the  capsule.  Cause  of  the 
latter  case :  a  blow  of  the  fist  by  another 

"  darkey" — it  being  a  negro  that  had  thus  lost his  life. 

This  information  I  received  in  1848,  prior  to 

the  publication  of  Btjdd's  work  on  the  liver, 
published  in  this  country.  Btjdd  gives  the 

symptoms  thus :  "  They  are  most  in  accord- 
ance with  the  descriptions  usually  given 

when  the  inflammation  is  caused  by  a  blow, 
or  some  direct  injury  without.  The  injury  is 
usually  done  to  the  convex  surface  of  the  liv- 

er, and  the  local  symptoms  are  well  marked. 
There  is  pain  and  tenderness  in  the  region 
of  the  liver,  and  a  sense  of  fullness  and  resis- 

tance under  the  false  ribs,  from  increased  size 
of  the  organ.  The  liver  becomes  enlarged, 
and  if  the  abdomen  be  flaccid,  and  the  intes- 

tines empty,  its  edges  can  be  felt  some  inches 
below  its  natural  limit.  The  secretion  of 
bile  may  be  suppressed  or  deficient,  and 

patient  jaundiced." 
These  are  given  for  specific  symptoms,  and 

certainly  they  are  sufficiently  specific  when 
present  and  referred  to  this  locality;  tbey  are 
just  such  symptoms  as  we  would  reasonably 
expect  in  a  disease  of  the  kind,  leaving  out  of 
view  causes  heretofore  detailed. 

I  learn  from  this  same  author,  as  well  as 
from  others,  that  the  above  symptoms  are  not 
present  in  a  majority  of  cases,  nor  can  I  find 
any  other  special  symptoms  given.  The  gen- 

eral symptoms,  febrile  excitation  of  the  circu- 
lation, dark  furred  tongue,  pain  in  the  right 

shoulder,  mental  disturbance,  high  color  of 
the  urine,  and  lassitude  are,  if  we  except  the 
pain  referred  to  in  the  right  shoulder,  symp- 

tomatic of  other  diseases.  The  pain  below  the 
right  shoulder  has  with  most  writers  been  re- 

garded as  pathognomonic  of  this  affection  as 
much  so  as  pain  in  the  knee  is  in  morbus  cox- 
arius  ;  yet  I  infer  it  is  not  as  concomitant  with 
this,  as  the  peculiar  sympathetic  cough  so 
often  spoken  of  by  authors. 

Louis  did  not  regard  either  of  these  symp- 
toms as  having  any  special  value  in  this  case, 

holding  that  they  are  secondary,  and  oftener 
entirely  wanting  than  present,  in  this  disease. 
I  should  think  some  import  attaches  to  them 
in  connection  with  other  symptoms  and  marked 
causes.  Again,  in  large  wounds,  amputations 
and  extensive  suppurations  from  other  sources, 
wounds  of  the  abdomen,  grave  dysentery  and 
the  like,  agents  in  the  production  of  the  dis- 

order, the  general  symptoms  would  not  differ 
from  those  in  the  disease  in  question.  So  you 
will  see  that  from  these  latter  exciting,  or 
rather  prime  causes — hepatic  abscess  may  in- 
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sidiously  supervene,  and  death  close  the  case 
without  a  suspicion  of  its  existence.  John- 

son, as  quoted  by  Budd,  gives  instances  of 
the  kind.  In  fact,  in  many  of  the  post-mortems 
held,  the  malady  has  been  found  where  no 
prior  symptoms  indicated  its  existence. 
Hence  the  necessity  of  bearing  in  mind  the 
principal  cause  in  this  disease.  I  have  no 
doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  many  occult  cases 
of  death  are  attributable  to  this  form  of  ab- 

scess, and  that  the  disease  is  more  apparently 
than  actually  rare.  Jaundice  will  only  occur 
when  the  suppuration  involves  the  secreting 
portion  of  the  liver. 

This  is  only  a  connective  symptom,  for  we 
may  have  jaundice  from  other  causes.  Under 
the  same  head  may  be  recorded  hiccoughs  and 
vomiting.  In  superficial  inflammation  in  the 
capsular  portion,  it  has  been  very  generally 
accompanied  with  pain  under  the  left  shoul- 

der, increased  by  pressure  on  the  region  ot 
the  liver  ;  but  deeper  seated  abscess  gives  lit- 

tle if  any  pain.  The  difficulties  attending  the 
diagnosis  of  hepatic  abscess,  would  be  much 
better  illustrated  did  space  allow  a  few  of  the 
more  obscure  cases  in  detail.  They  would  be 
interesting,  if  not  highly  instructive.  They 
are  interesting  because  they  offer  so  many 
problems  to  solve,  showing  in  their  solution 

this  same  quotient,  "  pus  absorption."  To  do 
this  would  require  a  volume  of  no  mean 
pretentions. 
The  treatment  in  hepatic  abscess  resolves 

itself  into  this  with  the  more  rational  practi- 
tioners :  The  plan  adopted  for  suppura- 

tive inflammation  in  general  is  the  on^y  lauda- 
ble course  in  this  disease ;  but  with  our 

ignorance  of  the  true  origin  of  pus,  or  even  of 
this  form  of  inflammation,  taking  the  various 
theories  in  review,  from  the  elder  Hunter 
down  to  the  present  day,  not  excluding  the 
chemical  theory  of  Baron  Liebig,  I  doubt 
our  justification  in  praising  any  plan  of  treat- 
ment. 

But  taking  a  middle  course  in  these  vexed 
questions,  a  majority  have  recourse  to  tonics 
and  antiseptics,  with  stomachics  and  bland 
laxatives,  varying  these  to  suit  individual  cases 
with  generous  diet,  etc. 

The  foregoing  plan  appears  to  embody  the 
sum  total  of  a  judicious  treatment  of  abscess. 
The  injudicious  and  indiscriminate  exhibi- 

tion of  the  various  forms  of  mercury  has,  to 
my  mind,  been  justly  condemned  by  the  popu- 

lar authors  in  this  disease ;  in  fact,  taking  into 
consideration  the  cause  thereof,  I  can  see  no 
indication  whatever  for  its  use  in  this  com- 

plaint. If  it  is  given  with  a  view  of  relieving 
the  organ  of  its  congestive  state,  this  could 
be  done  more  efficiently  by  means  equally  as 

simple,  and  less  depressing — namely,  occa- 
sional emetics. 

The  habit  of  giving  mercury  in  all  "or  sup- 
posed affections  of  this  organ  is,  to  say  the 

least,  highly  prejudicial.  Budd's  objection  to 
its  exhibition  in  this  particular  is  the  short- 

ness of  time  allowed  for  its  effects.  This  ob- 
jection is  not  so  valid  as  the  one  of  its  absolute 

spansemic  effects  upon  the  constitution,  unless 
it  can  be  shown  that  its  alterative  and  revul- 

sive action  completely  and  more  than  compen- 
sates its  evil  effects,  which,  I  think,  experi- 

ence has  not  yet  shown. 

Small  and  deep-seated  abscesses  may  exist 
for  years,  whilst  the  patient  enjoys  a  tolera- 

ble degree  of  health.  Such  instances  are 

given. The  tendency  of  those  situated  more  super- 
ficially is  to  extend  an  d  set  up  adhesive  in- 

flammation of  contiguous  parts  and  their  con- 
tents, to  make  way  to  the  external  surface,  or 

into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  or  chest.  If  in 
the  former  of  the  last  two  named,  death  is  the 
rule  in  consequence. 

If  the  dorsal  or  convex  portion  of  the  right 
lobe  is  the  seat  of  abscess,  the  chances  are 
that  it  will  discharge  into  the  inferior  portion 
of  the  right  lobe  of  the  lung,  or  make  its  way 
to  the  surface  in  that  direction. 

There  are  several  advocates  for  opening 
abscesses  of  this  kind,  under  the  general  and 
perhaps  good  rule  of  opening  all  abscesses 
when  pus  is  detected.  The  objections  to  this 
practice  in  this  particular  case  cannot  be  too 
strongly  urged.  We  can  never  be  certain  to 
whatrxtent  adhesions  (or  want  of  adhesions) 
have  taken  place  between  the  organ  and  the 

adjacent  parietes;  we  are  not  able  to  deter- 
mine between  abscess  of  the  concave  portion 

of  the  liver  and  a  distended  gall  bladder. 
An  abscess  in  transit,  making  its  way  to  the 

surface,  of  course  carries  its  cystic  coverings 
with  it,  and  were  the  course  not  tortuous,  we 
might  with  impunity  plunge  a  bistoury  into  it. 
If  fcuch  a  course  is  chosen,  it  is  necessary  to 
ascertain  extensive  adhesions  before  resorting 
to  opening.  This  is  done  by  marking  with 
ink  the  periphery  or  margin  of  the  liver,  and 
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liver  does  not  show  that  it  is  fixed,  the  operai- 
tion  is  hazardous,  and  not  to  be  thought  of.  In 
fact  just  at  the  time  the  operation  can  be  done 
with  safety,  the  case  is  far  advanced  toward 
recovery;  coaxing  with  emollient  poultices  will 
then  accomplish  all  that  is  required.  Space 
will  not  allow  a  detail  of  other  objections  to 
the  operation. 

THE  USE  OF  BELLADONNA  LOCALLY 
APPLIED  AS  AN  AN  TI-GALAC- 

TAGOGUE. 

By  Walter  B.  Chase,  M.  D., 

Of  Windham  Center,  Npw  York. 

Mammary  abscess  resulting  from  over  dis. 
tention  of  the  lactiferous  ducts  is  of  frequent 
occurrence,  and  is  alike  a  source  of  suffering 
to  the  patient  and  annoyance  to  the  attendant^ 
Every  practitioner  is  familiar  with  the  difficul- 

ties attending  the  management  of  the  mother 
on  the  loss  of  her  child,  either  on  parturition 
or  subsequently,  in  securing  prompt  and  sys- 

tematic removal  of  the  lacteal  secretion  either 
by  natural  or  artificial  aids,  until  the  functiona 
activity  of  the  organ  is  arrested  or  gradually  1 
ceases.  It  also  occasionally  happens  that  the 
mother,  in  attempting  to  wean  her  child,  finds 
the  established  physiological  activity  of  the 
mammary  gland  so  persistent,  that  secretion 
continues  even  when  its  natural  stimulant, 
nursing,  is  discontinued,  so  as  to  be  productive 
of  inflammation  and  suppuration.  Eor  some 
years  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using  bella- 

donna, applied  locally,  for  Its  anti-galactagogue 
effect,  and  thus  used  have  found  it  of  signal 
benefit.  My  method  of  application  is  as  fol- 

lows :  I  use  empl.  belladon.  ;  cut  ouf  a  circu- 
lar piece  of  sufficient  size  to  cover  the  breast, 

with  a  hole  in  the  center  about  an  inch  in 
diameter  for  the  nipple.  To  illustrate  its  use 
I  give  the  three  following  as  typical  cases  of 
the  efficacy  of  belladon.  locally  applied  in  ar- 

resting and  preventing  the  lacteal  secretion  : 
Mrs.  C,  multipara,  get.  about  37 ;  accouchment, 
October  1869  ;  child  survived  but  four  or  five 
days,  dying  from  some  malformation  of  the 
air  passages.  Was  first  called  to  prescribe  for 

mother  the  day  succeeding  child's  death ; 
found  both  breasts  swollen ,  hard,  and  very  pain- 

ful from  distention  and  inflammation  of  lacteal 
vessels.   The  integument  covering  breasts 

was  livid ,  and  I  thought  immediate  suppurati  on 
unavoidable. 

I  carefully  applied  empl.  belladonna,  cov- 
ering both  breasts  ;  within  a  few  hours  of  the 

application  marked  relief  from  pain  was  ex- 
perienced. The  empl.  w^s  allowed  to  remain 

several  days.  The  inflammation  gradually 
subsided,  and  there  was  neither  formation  of 
abscess  nor  further  secretion  of  milk.  Her 

getting  up  was  prompt  and  in  all  respects  satis- factory. 

Mrs.  0.,  primipara,  sst.  21;  confinement, 
April,  1871,  at  seven  and  half  months.  Fetus 
had  been  dead  three  or  four  weeks  prior  to 
labor.  Applied  belladonna  empl.  six  or 
eight  hours  after  labor.  She  experienced  no 
s  cretion  of  milk  whatever,  and  in  three 
weeks  was  about  the  house  apparently  in  per- 

fect health. 

Mrs.  H.,  primipara,  set.  about  26  ;  delivered 
November,  1868  ;  continued  to  nurse  her  child 
until  Aug  st,  1871,  when  she  weaned  it.  Here 
the  secretion  continued  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  greatly  extend  the  breast,  occasioning  ex- 

cruciating pain,  and  threatening  inflamma- 
tion and  abscess.  Belladonna  empl.  was  ap- 

plied over  both  breasts  with  the  happy  effect 
of  relieving  the  pain  in  two  or  three  hours, 
after  which  no  further  secretion  took  place. 

I  have  never  failed  in  arresting  the  lacteal 
secretion  by  this  method  when  the  plaster 
has  been  of  good  quality  and  its  adhesion  to 
the  integument  perfect.  It  was  a  question  in 
my  mind  whether  the  relation  between  the 
lacteal  secretion  and  the  physiological  dimin- 

ution in  the  tissues  of  the  uterus  following 
labor,  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  unfavorably 
effect  the  health  of  the  person  were  this 
function  prevented  or  arrested ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  state,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  I 
could  discover  no  injurious  results. 

During  the  period  of  allaitement  maternel,  I 
consider  the  local  application  of  belladonna  of 
doubtful  propriety,  when  used  in  threatened 
mammary  abscess  from  over-distension  of  the 
lacteal  vessels,  owing  to  the  danger  of  absorp- 

tion into  the  mother's  system,  and  its  toxico- 
logical  effect  being  produced  upon  the  child 
through  its  mother's  milk.  One  such  case  of 
poisoning  has  been  reported  within  the  past 
few  months. 

While  proper  precautionary  care  will  almost 
always  enable  us  to  avoid  mammary  abscess 
from  the  causes  already  mentioned,  they  are 
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nevertheless  frequently  met  with  from  neglect 
or  lack  of  knowledge  of  either  the  attendant 
or  the  patient.  I  consider  belladonna  a  valu- 

able therapeutic  agent  in  cases  like  those  here 
narrated,  and  I  ask  such  members  of  the  pro- 

fession as  have  not  thus  used  it  to  give  it  an 
impartial  trial. 

MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  PRACTICE. 

By  Fred.  E  Horner,  Jr.,  M.  D., 
Of  Salem,  Va. 

During  the  past  year  the  writer  assumed 
the  position,  through  the  columns  of  the  Re- 

porter, that  the  cycle  for  the  return  of  epi- 
demic fever  in  the  Southern  States  had  re- 

curred. The  history  of  this  form  of  disease 
in  that  section  of  our  country  confirms  the 
correctness  of  this  observation.  Intermittent, 
remittent  and  yellow  fever  have  been  most 
prevalent,  and  the  last  named  have  proved 
to  be  very  violent  and  fatal  in  the  tide-water 
and  paludal  districts.  It  is  a  singular  coinci- 

dence that  the  fevers  which  now  prevail  in 
summer,  and  variola  so  common  during  the 
present  winter  season  in  the  northern  lati- 

tudes, were  common  in  the  United  States  in 
an  epidemic  form  in  1827  and  for  several  suc- 

ceeding years. 
These  fevers  generally  occur  in  alluvial 

level  districts  interspersed  with  swampy  spots 
in  which  the  water  courses  usually  head.  They 
are  of  marsh  origin,  partake  of  the  laws  of 
periodicity,  are  alike  limited  in  their  course, 
and  are  controllable  by  the  various  prepara- 

tions of  cinchona.  As  in  the  exanthematous 
and  congestive  fevers,  the  temperature  of  the 

body  is  increased  sometimes  as  high  as  112° 
in  warm  climates. 

In  Gloucester  county,  Va.,  and  on  the  bord- 
ers of  Chesapeake  bay  nearly  every  third  per- 
son appears  to  have  suffered  from  malaria 

during  the  late  summer.  Unluckily  for  many 
they  are  wont  to  buy  a  certain  quantity  of 
quinine,  which  fails  to  cure  the  ague  because 
taken  in  the  form  of  simple  powder,  and  is  in- 

soluble without  the  aid  of  acid,  sulph.  comp. 
Some  add  whisky  to  the  quinine.  In  one  in- 

stance a  young  man  informed  me  that  he  had 
taken  four  ounces  of  quinine  without  any  re- 

lief, and  he  had  acquired  a  taste  for  ardent 
spirits,  by  reason  of  the  combination  with 
whisky.  Farther  south,  in  Louisiana  particu- 

larly, many  have  died  in  the  stage  of  conges- 
tive chill. 

The  timely  use  of  mercurial  laxatives,  mild 
salines  and  quiniae,  and  regulation  of  the 
diet,  rarely  fail  to  relieve  fever  of  malarial 
origin.  During  the  present  epidemic  a  relapse 
not  unfrequently  occurs  in  the  winter  or 
spring  season,  due  to  an  imperfect  cure,  the 
extremes  of  cold  weather  and  high  electric 
tension  of  the  atmosphere — the  latter  being  a 
prolific  cause,  also,  of  the  most  painful  ner- 

vous symptoms,  especially  among  that  class 
of  sufferers  who  complain  of  constipation  of 
the  bowels  and  neuralgia. 

Jaundice,  in  this  locality  since  the  late  war, 
has  in  several  instances  been  the  precursor  of 
a  fatal  attack  of  malignant  cancer,  attacking 
either  the  liver,  stomach,  face  or  breast. 
Two  of  the  liver,  two  of  the  stomach  and  one 
each  of  the  face  and  mamma  have  occurred  in 

my  practice  within  the  past  five  years.  Mal- 
nutrition, the  lack  of  proper  food  and  heredi- 

tary predisposition  contributed  to  the  produc- 
tion of  these  diseases,  not  one  of  which 

proved  to  be  amenable  to  treatment.  Suita- 
ble local  remedies  were  employed,  chloral  hy- 

drate internally  and  anodynes  in  the  hypoder- 
mic form  were  used  with  great  advantage  to 

the  patient.  These  limited  data  appear  to 
furnish  an  exception  to  the  rule  which  holds 

in  England,  viz. :  that  "cancerous  disease  is 
of  more  frequent  occurrence  among  women 
than  men."  Thus  it  has  been  found  that  of 
the  11,662  persons  who,  during  a  period  of 
five  years,  died  from  it,  there  were  8,746 
women,  and  2,916  men. 

My  practice  presents  an  example  of  perfo- 
ration of  the  bowels  and  walls  of  the  abdomen, 

by  the  presence  of  an  ascarus  lumbricoides  in 
the  intestines,  causing  ulceration  and  abcess, 
and  the  subsequent  escape  of  these  para- 

sites. It  occurred  in  the  person  of  a  negro 
boy,  who  was  neglected  for  three  weeks, 
and  had  been  treated  in  ante  helium  times  by 
poultices,  etc.,  for  ordinary  abcesses,  by  his 
master,  until  the  true  cause  was  developed, 
and  a  physician  called  in.  An  additional 
interest  connected  with  this  case  is,  that  I 
have  had  under  treatment  recently  the  child 

of  the  boy  now  developed  into  manhood — af- 
fected by  worms.  When  suitable  treatment 

with  calomel  and  61.  chenopod  had  been  in- 
stituted, this  child  discharged  the  worms  in 

large  masses  and  in  great  numbers. 

Prof.  Wood,  in  his  "  Practice  of  Medicine,' 1 
says  :  "  It  has  been  supposed  that  worms  are 
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capable  of  piercing  the  intestine,  and  escap- 

ing through  its  parietes.  As  they  have  some- 
times been  found  engorged  in  small  openings 

in  the  coats  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  even 
loose  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  They  have 
also  been  discharged  with  pus,  from  external 
abcesses,  connected  with  the  bowels." 
An  easy  method  to  reduce  a  dislocation  of 

the  humerus,  I  have  found  to  be  to  require 
an  assistant  to  place  a  large  key  or  dumb  bell, 
wrapped  with  a  roller,  ia  the  axilla  of  the 
]imb  affected,  and  to  clasp  the  patient  round 
the  body,  while  the  surgeon  draws  forcibly 
the  arm  downward  toward  the  trunk  of  the 
body,  and,  then,  after  suitable  traction 
and  elevation,  restores  the  joint  to  its 
socket.  When  other  methods  have  failed  this 
has  proved  successful.  My  friend,  Dr.  Ben  J. 
Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  did  me  the  favor,  sev- 

eral years  ago,  to  explain  his  method  in  the 
mechanical  and  therapeutical  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  of  the  spine  in  children.  I  have 
never  failed  to  improve  the  condition  of  this 
neglected  class  of  patients,  and  at  the  same 
time  diminish  the  deformity  by  the  careful 
application  of  the  various  mechanical  appli- 

ances recommended  by  this  distinguished 
surgeon. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA . 
Service  of  Peof.  D.  Hayes  A.gnew. 

[reported  by  de  f.  willard.] 
Hernia. 

Several  cases  of  rupture,  which  have  come 
in  this  morning,  give  me  the  opportunity  of 
making  some  remarks  to  you  upon  the  im- 

portant subject  of  hernia,  using  these  cases 
as  illustrations. 

Hernias,  or  protrusions  of  the  abdominal 
contents,  may  take  place  in  various  directions, 
and  are  named,  from  their  points  of  exit, 
umbilical,  femoral,  ventral,  sciatic,  diaphrag- 

matic, etc.,  etc. 
The  most  common  form  in  males  is  the 

spermatic  or  inguinal,  which,  when  complete, 
bee  Jtnes  scrotal ;  in  females,  the  femoral. 

Let  us  take  an  inguinal  hernia.  It  is  "scro- 
tal," as  I  have  said,  when  it  is  fully  formed; 

it  is  "  concealed  or  incomplete"  when  it  is  still 
in  the  canal,  not  having  emerged  at  the  ex- 

ternal abdominal  ring  ;  it  is  "direct"  when  it 
comes  through  the  abdominal  wal'S  against 
the  external  ring,  or  inside  the  deep  epigas- 

tric artery  ;  it  is  "  indirect"  when  it  traverses 
the  canal,  having  entered  to  the  outside  of 
the  above  mentioned  artery.  What  is  the 
anatomy  of  this  region  ?   There  are  the  cov- 

erings of  the  abdomen  with  which  you  are  all 
acquainted,  the  skin,  superficial  fascia,  exter- 

nal oblique,  internal  oblique  and  transversalis 
muscles,  transversalis  fascia  and  the  peri- 
toneum. 
The  testicle  was  formed  beneath  the  kid- 

ney, but  at  the  seventh  month  of  fetal  life, 
descended  to  its  final  position  in  the  scrotum. 
Its  route  was  through  the  abdominal  walls, 
and  although  nature  afterward  sealed  up  the 
parts  as  well  as  possible,  yet  a  weak  point 
still  remained,  into  which  an  intestine  may 
insinuate  itself  at  any  time.  When  nature 
does  not  close  these  openings  we  then  have  a 
''congenital "  hernia,  but  ail  others  are  "ac- 

quired." 

This  weak  point  in  the  transversalis  fascia, 
then,  we  call  the  internal  abdominal  ring;  in 
the  aponeurosis  of  the  external  oblique  muscle, 
the  external  abdominal  ring;  and  the  passage 
way  between  them,  the  inguinal  canal.  The  ex- 

ternal ring  is  strengthened  around  its  inner  and 
outer  margin  by  a  thickening  or  aggregation  of 
its  fibres,  just  as  a  button-hole  is  supported,  and 
these  two  processes  are  called  the  pillars  or  col- 

umns of  the  ring.  Between  these  columns  there 
is  thrown  in  a  mass  of  connective  tissue  to  fill 
up  the  space,  and  certainly  this  could  receive  no 
more  appropriate  name  than  "  inter-columnar 
fascia."  This  ring  is  situated  above  and  to  the 
outside  of  the  symphysis  pubis.  The  internal 
ring  is  midway  between  the  symphysis  and 
the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the 
ilium,  two  inches  from  the  ex  ernal  ring,  and 
three- fourths  of  an  inch  above  Poupart'd  liga- 

ment. It  is  cot,  properly  speaking,  a  ring, 
but  is  merely  a  depression  or  thinning  of  that 
connective  tissue  which  binds  the  transversalis 
muscle  to  the  peritoneum,  the  transversalis 
fascia.  It  receives  additional  support  from 
the  overlying  fibres  of  the  internal  oblique  and 
transversalis  muscles.  The  inguinal  canal  is  the 
space  between  these  two  rings,  and  transmits 
the  spermatic  cord  in  the  male  and  the  round 
ligament  in  the  female.  It  is  bounded  in  front 
by  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique,  super- 

ficial fascia  and  skin,  and  also  at  its  posterior 
portion  by  some  of  the  fibres  of  the  interior 
oblique  as  they  arch  over  from  the  outer  part 
of  Poupart's  ligament  to  be  inserted  into  the 
symphysis  ;  behind  by  transversalis  fascia  and 
the  united  or  conjoined  tendon  of  the  internal 
oblique  and  transversalis  muscles ;  above  by 
these  before  mentioned  arching  fibres  of  the 
internal  oblique  and  transversalis  ;  below  by 
Poupart's  ligament. 
Now  this  is  the  route  taken  by  a  hernia, 

and  it  is  perfectly  plain  to  see  what  its 
coverings  must  be.  They  are  merely  the 
structures  making  up  the  walls  of  the  abdo- 

men, pushed  before  it  just  as  you  would  push 

your  finger  through  an' elastic  membrane  and elongate  it  into  the  form  of  the  finger  of  a 
glove ;  protruding  then  from  within  it  must 
take,  first,  peritoneum,  forming  its  "sac;" 
next,  the  tissue  filling  the  internal  ab- 

dominal ring— the  transversalis  fascia,  which 
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being  delicate,  yields,  and  is  prolonged  finally 
into  a  funnel-shaped  pouch,  which  is  called 
infundibuliform  fascia.  Now  it  meets  the  next 
structure, which  is  the  transversals  muscle,  and 
this,  together  with  the  internal  oblique  which 
is  closely  connected  with  it,  is  also  pushed 
down  and  a  few  of  its  fibres  continued  over 
the  pouch — forming  what  is  known  as  the  cre- 
master  muscle.  It  is  now  in  the  canal,  and 
meets  no  resistance  save  the  separation  of  the 
muscles,  which  it  easily  accomplishes.  It 
then  reaches  the  external  abdominal  ring, 
which  it  finds  closed  by  the  intercolummar 
fascia,  but  which  it  takes  before  it.  This  was 
at  the  opening  in  the  tendon  of  the  external 
oblique,  so  that  we  have  no  other  coyerings 
save  superficial  fascia  and  skin,  and  these  offer 
no  resistance. 

It  is  now  at  the  surface,  and  we  will  sum  up 
its  coverings.  Peritoneum,  infundibuliform, 
fascia  (obtained  from  the  fascia  transversalis), 
cremaster  muscle  (from  the  transversalis  and 
internal  oblique  muscles),  intercolumnar  fas- 

cia (in  place  of  the  external  oblique  muscle), 
superficial  fascia,  skin — six  in  all.  The  in- 

fundibuliform fascia  will  not  constitute  a  cov- 
ering when  the  protrusion  has  been  rapid, 

since  it  gives  way  quite  easily ;  but  when  grad- 
ual it  may  be  elongated. 

In  the  other  variety,  i.  e.,  direct  inguinal 
hernia,  the  intestine  (or  omentum)  takes  a 
little  different  route,  that  is,  it  comes  through 
the  external  ring  from  behind,  without  pass- 

ing down  the  canal;  but  its  coverings  are 
only  slightly  different.  It  has  peritoneum 
and  transversalis  fascia  as  before,  but  when 
it  comes  to  the  next  layer,  being  so  near  the 
median  line,  it  no  longer  finds  the  fibres  of 
the  transversalis  and  internal  oblique  muscles, 
but  their  aponeurosis,  which  is  known  as  the 
"  co  joined  tendon,"  so  that  it  now  takes  this 
tendon  in  place  of  fibres,  which  were  called 
cremaster  muscle.  The  external  oblique  mus- 

cle is  the  next  layer,  but  it  has  an  opening  in 
it  which  is  closed  by  the  iutercolamnar  fascia, 
and  now  the  coverings  are  the  same  as  before. 
The  only  difference  is.  then,  in  having  con 
joined  tendon  in  place  of  cremaster  muscle  ;  yet 
I  believe  that  this  tendon  is  rarely  a  covering 
save  theoretically,  for  it  is  so  tough  and  dense 
that  a  hernia  would  much  more  readily 
pass  downward  a  little,  and  then  beneath  its 
lower  border,  coming  up  again  to  the  ring, 
than  it  wTould  pass  through  its  substance. 
Practically,  then,  it  is  not  a  covering. 

Now  you  ought  to  understand  the  anatomy 
of  a  hernia  thoroughly,  if  you  have  followed 
this  demonstration  carefully.  How  will  you 
recognize  such  a  protrusion  of  any  of  the  ab- 

dominal contents?  First,  by  the  location  of 
the  swelling,  by  the  manner  of  its  formation, 
by  a  slight  sense  of  pain,  by  its  increase  in  the 
erect  posture  and  disappearance  in  the  supine , 
and  especially  by  the  succession  imparted  to 
your  hand  when  the  diaphragm  is  forcibly 
drive  downward  by  a  sudden  cough.  It  is  also 
doughy  to  the  feei,  and  not  as  decidedly  fluc- 

tuating ps  an  abscess  or  bubo,  which  might 
occupy  this  region. 
When  the  tumor  has  reached  the  scrotum  it 

might  be  confounded  with  hydrocele  and  vari- 
cocele,but  the  former  of  these  commences  from 
below,  is  pyriform  in  shape,  is  more  elastic, 
rebounds  when  pressed  back  between  the 
thighs,  and  is  translucent.  Varicocele  is  much 
more  knotted  and  irregular,  and  although  it 
disappears  when  the  patient  lies  upon  his 
back,  and  reappears  upon  rising,  yet  these  ac- 

tions are  much  more  gradual,  and,  moreover, 
a  finger  placed  upon  the  external  ring  will  en- 

tirely control  a  hernia,  while  it  will  have  tut 
little  effect  upon  the  varicocele. 

The  mistake  should  never  be  made,  yet  you 
will  often  find  varicocele  patients  wearing  a 
truss  for  hernia. 

"What  are  the  dangers  in  hernia  ?  That  the 
contents  ma?  become  constricted  or  strangu- 

lated by  swelling  or  contraction  about  the  neck 
of  the  sac ;  and  it  is  because  this  danger  is  ever 
in  operation  that  these  ruptures  cause  so 
many  deaths  in  our  population.  It  should, 
then,  be  prevented  from  descending,  and  this 
is  accomplished  by  means  of  an  accurately 
fitting  truss.  There  are  but  few  cases  which 
cannot  be  benefited  by  such  an  instrument, 
and  when  it  has  failed  to  accomplish  this  pur- 

pose, I  have  almost  invariably  found  that  the 
adaptation  was  faulty. 

A  temporary  truss  may  be  made  with  com- 
press and  roller,  but  when  intended  for  con- 
stant use,  they  are  made  by  regular  instrument 

makers  of  steel  or  rubber  springs  with  pads 
of  deal  wood,  cork,  or  leather  stuffed  with  hair. 
The  one  which  I  prefer  is  the  hard  rubber  one, 
since  it  is  very  light,  can  be  readily  cleansed, 
pennies  the  patient  to  bathe  himself  without 
removal,  is  perfectly  non-absorbent,  lacts  a 
lifetime,  and  by  slight  heat  can  be  altered  into 
any  required  shnpe.  Its  only  objection  is 
that  it  is  more  costly,  and  that  in  lean, 
old  people  its  non-absorbent  property  renders 
the  underlying  parts  more  apt  to  become 
macerated  and  sore  ;  yet  even  this  might  be 
obviated  by  a  temporary  sheath  of  leather. 
The  steel  spring  trusses  covered  with  1  ather, 
n.ust  absorb  dirt  and  perspiration,  so  that  they 
becomes  very  foul  after  a  time.  The  wooden 
pads  are  preferable  <  n  this  account,  and  they 
are  just  as  comfortable  after  a  few  weeks. 

The' pad  should  be  oval  and  should  fit  accu- rately upon  the  canal  at  the  external  ring, 
and  it  is  not  advisable  to  have  it  adjustable, 
for  the  patient  may  attempt  to  regulate  it 
himself,  and  do  great  mischief. 

See  that  a  hernia  is  completely  reduced  be- 
fore you  apply  a  truss,  which  should  always 

be  done  in  the  supine  posture  ;  adjust  accu- 
rately, and  then,  seating  him  upon  the  edge 

of  a  chair  with  his  limbs  slightly  separated, 
compel  him  to  cough.  If  it  does  not  make 
its  appearance,  you  may  know  that  the  truss fits. 

Once  on,  the  hernia  should  never  again  be 
allowed  to  descend,  but  the  instrument  may  be 
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removed  every  night  and  thoroughly  cleansed 
while  the  parts  are  freely  rubbed  with  soap 
liniment  or  alum  and  whisky.  It  must  be  re- 
assumed  before  rising  in  the  morning,  for  after 
a  time  the  tendency  to  strangulation  seems  to 
be  greater  if  the  gut  is  allowed  to  escape,  and 
the  patient  should  always  have  an  extra  truss 
on  hand  for  use  in  case  of  breakage,  etc. 

Of  course  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  a  cure 
will  be  effected  in  adults,  but  strangulation  may 
thus  almost  certainly  be  prevented.  An  ill-fit- 
tinsr  truss,  however,  may  do  great  harm  by  con- 

verting a  reducible  hernia  into  an  irreducible 
one.  In  children  under  three  years  of  age,  all 
hernias  may  be  said  to  be  curable  by  this  instru- 

ment, and  even  in  youth  this  happy  result  may 
sometimes  be  accomplished.  How  soon  should 
you  put  on  a  truss  in  cases  of  congenital 
hernia?  As  soon  as  it  is  discovered,  and  the 
sooner  the  better  the  chance  of  cure.  Wash 
and  stimulate  the  parts,  and  the  compression 
can  do  no  harm  if  it  is  carefully  watched. 
While  speaking  of  this  subject,  let  me  digress 
a  moment  to  speak  of  the  umbilical  hernias  so 
often  met  with  in  infants,  and  which  are 
perfectly  curable  by  well-adjusted  pressure. 
A  simple  comprees  may  be  tacked  to  the 
binder,  or,  what  is  better,  a  piece  of  cork 
covered  with  leather,  and  held  in  position  by 
adhesive  strips.  The  umbilical  trusses  of  the 
instrument  makers  are  faulty  and  injurious,  for 
the  little  conical  elevation,  which  is  made  to 
fit  into  the  opening,  must,  by  its  pressure,  only 
tend  to  enlarge  the  ring,  and  render  the  con* 
dition  worse  than  before.    It  should  be  flat. 
An  irreducible  hernia  is  one  in  which  the 

contents,  whether  intestine,  omentum,  or 
both,  cannot  be  returned  to  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen.  This  may  be  temporarily  oc- 

casioned by  the  presence  of  gas,  or  feces, 
or  by  inflammatory  changes  at  the  neck  of 
the  sac,  or  by  adhesions  between  the  con- 

tents, or  by  an  intestine  passing  through  a 
rent  in  the  omentum  in  cases  of  entero-spi- 
plocele— or  by  injuries. 
This  form  is  likely  to  become  inflamed 

or  strangulated,  and  its  reduction  should 
be  immediately  attempted,  but  this  should 
not  be  too  long  continued,  for  fear  of  injury  to 
the  sac  or  its  contents.  If  it  will  not  disap- 

pear, it  is  better  to  wait  (provided  symptoms 
of  strangulation  are  not  present),  and  put  the 
patient  upon  his  back,  apply  a  few  leeches 
over  the  cord,  followed  by  cold  lead  water  and 
laudanum  to  the  tumor,  with  one-half  grain  of 
opium  every  three  hours,  internally.  If  no 
urgent  symptoms  arise,  it  is  best  to  wait  until 
the  sensitiveness  of  the  part  has  disappeared, 
when  taxis  may  be  again  attempted.  In 
making  taxis,  the  greatest  gentleness  is  al- 

ways to  be  used,  the  precaution  being  taken 
to  first  draw  the  tumor  well  down  away  from 
the  constricting  agent,  in  the  line  of  the  canal, 
so  as  to  elongate  the  mass,  and  thm  diminish 
its  caliber.  The  pressure  and  various  manip- 

ulations should  all  be  made  with  a  definite 
aim  and  object  in  view,  so  that  no  unnecessary 

handling  shall  be  required.  Should  it  remain 
unreduced,  however,  and  the  constricting 

band  become  tighter,  strangulation  wili'follow, 
the  circulation  of  the  part  be  seriously  im- 

paired, and  if  not  relieved,  gangrene  and 
sloughing  must  ensue.  Now  the  case  must  be 
carefully  watched,  and  if  the  symptoms  be- 

come severe,  relief  must  be  immediately  ap- 
plied. The  prominent  symptoms  are,  local 

sensitiveness,  griping  pains  in  the  umbilical 
region,  tympanites,  tenesmus,  constipation  and nausea. 
These  continue  until  vomiting  sets  in, 

which  is  persistent  until,  if  no  feces  pass  per 
anum,  it  may  become  stercoraceous.  This 
vomiting  may  cease  -  after  a  time,  but  should 
only  be  regarded  as  favorable  when  the  other 
symptoms  are  also  improving.  The  consti- 

pation is  obstinate,  unless  there  be  a  previous 
accumulation  in  the  lower  bowel  or  when  the 
hernia  is  simply  omental.  Pain  in  the  tumor 
may  finally  cease,  but  this  is  a  dangerous,  ra- 

ther than  a  favorable  sign,  for  it  is  indicative 
of  gangrene,  in  which  case  the  pulse  may  be- 

come feeble,  the  surface  cold,  and  the  counte- 
nance anxious.  The  tumor  when  strangulated 

does  not  receive  the  succussion  of  the  dia- 
phragm, and  this  fact  will  enable  you  at 

times  to  decide  upon  the  seat  of  stricture  by 
observing  closely  the  point  at  which  such 
motion  ceases  to  be  perceptible. 

As  soon  as  these  symptoms  make  their  ap- 
pearance taxis  shouid  be  thoroughly  tried 

(the  patient  being  thoroughly  etherized)  for 
half  an  hour ;  gravity  should  be  also  brought  in- 

to use  by  elevating  the  hips  of  the  patient  or  by 
placing  him  upon  his  shoulders  and  knees. 
This  failing,  your  course  will  depend  upon  the 
severity  of  the  symptoms  ;  if  they  are  not 
dangerous  a  delay  may  be  safe.  Place  the 
patient  in  the  recumbent  posture,  with  the 
thighs  flexed  and  the  hips  elevated,  while  the 
tumor  is  freely  surrounded  with  ice  bags,  and 
the  lower  bowel  washed  out  fwith  an  enema. 
Opium  should  also  be  administered  in  suffi- 

cient quantity  to  produce  quietude,  say  one- 
half  grain  every  one  or  two  hours,  in  combi- 

nation, if  you  choose,  with  one  thirty-sixth 
grain  of  ant.  et  pot.  tart. 

If  vomiting  be  persistent  the  rectum  may 
be  used.  Under  this  treatment  many  hernias 
will  slip  back  into  the  abdomen  of  their  own 
accord,  and  the  symptoms  disappear.  Should 
this  not  occur  and  the  symptoms  remain,  es- 

pecially if  vomiting  become  stercoraceous,  no 
time  is  to  be  lost,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  many 
lives  arc  sacrificed  by  the  hesitancy  and  pro- 

crastination of  surgeons.  Not  that  I  would  to 
advise  you  to  hasten  to  the  operation  in  every 
case,  but  simply  that  you  may  be  on  your 
guard  against  delay  which  may  be  fatal. 
Herniotomy  is  an  operation  with  which  every 
physician  should  be  acquainted  and  fully  com- 

petent to  perform  at  any  moment — since  pa- 
tients might  easily  die,  or  intestines  become 

gangrenous,  while  surgical  aid  is  being  sum- 
moned        eht  distance.   It  is  an  operation 
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easily  performed,  provided  the  anatomy  of  the 
parts  is  recalled,  and  I  trust  none  of  you  will 
permit  patients  to  die  unrelieved,  provided 
you  are  called  early  in  the  cases.  In  many 
instances,  violent  attempts  at  reduction  have 
probably  been  made  by  the  patient  himself, 
and  you  will  find  the  case  one  of  inflamed 
strangulated  hernia  requiring  immediate  re- 

lief. The  operation,  to  be  of  service,  must  be 
done  before  gangrene  commences.  The  incis- 

ion is  to  be  made  through  skin  and  superficial 
fascia,  in  the  line  of  the  canal  and  directly  over 
the  prominent  portion  of  the  tumor. 

There  are  no  arteries  here  except  the  su- 
perficial epigastric,  which  if  cut  can  be 

ligated.  The  inter-columnar  fascia  is  the  next 
covering,  as  you  will  remember,  but  you  must 
not  expect  to  find  these  layers  perfectly  and 
accurately  stratified,  for  in  old  cases  these 
parts  have  become  so  thor<  ughly  agglutinated 
and  bound  together,  that  they  have  really  be- 

come as  one,  and  you  will  be  able  to  recog- 
nize no  special  structure  until  you  come  to  the 

peritoneum,  which  is  always  the  sac.  You  may 
see  some  of  the  cremasteric  fibres,  however, 
but  the  transversalis  or  infundibnliform  fascia 
is  seldom  distinct,  even  if  it  exists  at  all. 
Even  the  peritoneum  itself  may  be  so  altered 
and  thickened  as  to  be  difficult  of  recognition, 
but  its  tense,  smooth,  semi-translucent  ap- 

pearance, and  avborescent  vessels  differing 
materially  from  the  superincumbent  struc- 

tures, will  be  your  guide.  You  will  cut 
down  slowly,  therefore,  until  you  come  to 
the  sac,  lifting  each  layer  carefully  upon  the 
director  and  dividing  it  with  the  scalpel.  The 
seat  of  stricture  may  be  at  either  of  the  rings 
or  in  the  neck  of  the  sac  itself.  If  it  is  at  the 
external  ring  you  may  be  able  to  reduce  the 
hernia  without  opening  the  sac  at  all,  aud  this 
should  always  be  attempted  provided  you  are 
sure  that  the  contents  have  not  become  gan  - 
grenous  from  too  long  incarcenation.  You 
will  then  carefully  pass  your  finger  up  to 
the  ring,  and  having  the  nail  beneath  its  edge, 
slide  up  a  probe-pointed  hernia  bistoury  along 
the  palmar  surface,  keeping  the  edge  slightly 
pressed  against  and  concealed  by  the  finger, 
until  it  is  under  the  constricting  band.  Its 
edge  will  now  be  turned  against  this  tense 
band,  and  the  retained  finger  used  to  gently 
press  upon  its  back  until  you  hear  the  fibres 
giving  way.  It  is  sometimes  recommended 
that  a  grooved  director  be  inserted,  but  I  be- 

lieve that  the  nail  is  a  much  safer  instrument. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  make  an  extensive  in- 

cision into  the  band,  but  merely  a  slight  cut, 
for  the  finger  can  accomplish  the  rest  by  dila- 

tation or  tearing  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  per- 
mit of  the  reduction  by  taxis. 

Should  this  be  ineffective  however,  and  the 
constriction  exist  in  the  neck  of  the  sac,  or  if 
there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  vitality  of  the  con- 

tents, a  small  portion  of  this  sac  must  then  be 
pinched  up  and  carefully  nicked,  just  sufficient- 

ly to  permit  of  the  introduction  of  a  grooved 
director,  when  it  can  be  freely  slit  up,  and 

the  contents  examined.  The  finger  is  now 
passed  up  and  hooked  beneath  the  constrict- 

ing band,  wherever  it  may  be,  ̂ hich  is  divided 
as  before  described.  In  many  cases  it  will  be 
at  the  internal  ring,  but  you  must  remember 
that  this  ring  will  not  be  at  the  normal  dis- 

tance from  the  symphysis,  for  it  has  been 
dilated  and  dragged  down  by  the  long  disten- 

sion so  that  it  has  approximated  the  external 
one  quite  closely.  The  spermatic  cord  is 
usually  behind  the  sac,  the  epigastric  artery 
behind  and  to  the  inside  in  indirect  hernias  ; 
to  the  outside,  in  direct.  This  artery  is  the 
only  one  which  is  in  danger  of  being  injured, 
and  to  avoid  this  danger,  it  is  well  to  use  a 
knife  wh  cms  not  very  sharp,  so  that  it  rr  ay  slip 
before  it  and  make  the  incision  but  slight  and 
upward  and  outward,  in  the  line  of  Poupart's ligament.  The  question  of  reduction  will  now 
depend  upon  the  condition  of  the  contents, 
and  this  must  be  determined  by  the  color  and 
general  appearance. 

In  the  first  placej  the  omentum  and  intes- 
tine should  be  carefully  separated  and  un- 

twisted since  if  returned  en  masse  the  omen- 
tum might  still  constrict  the  bowel  subse- 

quently. Jf  a  minute  portion  of  the  intestine 
only  is  gangrenous,  it  may  be  picked  up  and 
ligated,  both  ends  of  the  ligature  being  cut 
off,  and  permitting  it  to  ulcerate  its  way  into 
the  intestine  at  its  leisure.  The  omentum 
being  of  lower  grade  of  vitality,  and  receiving 
a  less  supply  of  blood,  should  not  be  returned 
when  in  a  doubtful  condition,  since  it  is  very 
apt  to  slough.  The  gangrenous  portion  may, 
however,  be  ligated  and  cut  away,  the  ligature 
being  left  hanging  out,  and  the  omentum  made 
to  heal  in  the  wound.  Even  if  the  omentum 
is  indurated  and  thickened,  it  should  not  be 
reduced,  since  it  is  likely  to  set  up  peritonitis. 
The  intestine,  however,  will  frequently  live 
even  when  congested,  but  if  gangrenous  to  any 
great  extent,  it  should  be  slit  up  and  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  wound,  after  freely  dividing 
the  stricture,  the  only  endeavor  then  being  to 
form  an  artificial  anus  without  inducing  peri- 
tonitis. 
Any  adhesions  that  may  exist  between  sac 

and  contents,  or  between  contents  themselves, 
must  be  carefully  broken  up,  great  caution 
being  used  t  j  prevent  tearing  of  the  viscera. 

Keduction  being  deemed  advisable  then, 
the  opening  already  made  is  enlarged  with 
the  finger,  and  taxis  gently  applied  until  every- 

thing has  passed  within  the  internal  ring. 
The  wound  is  now  to  be  closed  with  interrupt- 
ed sutures  and  compresses  and  spica  bandage 

applied.  The  patient  is  to  be  kept  perfectly  at 
rest,  and  sufficient  opium  given  to  keep  bowels 
and  constituti  on  perfectly  calm  and  quiet  for 
six  or  eight  days.  After  this  time  the  bowels 
may  be  gently  opened  by  a  small  dose  of  cas- 

tor oil,  assistecTby  a  full  enema.  Liquid  diet 
only  should  be  used,  consisting  principally  of 
milk  and  beef  essence. 

After  five  days  there  is  but  little  danger  from 
peritonitis.  Should  this  occur,  however,  at  any 
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earlier  date,  turpentine  stupes  should  be  im- 

mediately applied,  followed  by  cloths  wrung 
out  in  hot  water  and  covered  with  oiled  silk. 
If  there  is  much  tympanitis  it  is  better  to  give 
a  turpentine  injection  on  the  second  or  third 
day,  and  even  a  litde  castor  oil  rather  than 
permit  the  flatus  to  remain.  Leeches  may  be 
applied  to  the  part  and  the  opium,  increased ; 
in  short  it  should  be  treated  as  any  other  peri- 

tonitis. Of  course  this  patient  must  ever 
afterward  wear  a  truss. 

Medical  Societies. 

EAST  RIVER  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATIOK 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

[REPORTED  BY  W.  J.  PURCELL,  M.  D.] 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  association  Dr. 
Robt.  Barry  presented  a  case  of  unusual  in- 

terest, the  history  of  which  is  as  follows  : 
Foreign  Body  in  the  Air  Passage. 

On  the  first  of  June  a  gentleman,  while  at 
dinner,  received  a  piece  of  bone  into  his 
mouth,  along  with  a  spoonful  of  soup  which  he 
was  eating.  There  being  a  large  company  at 
the  table,  he  did  not  like  to  remove  the  bone 
from  his  mouth,  so  made  an  attempt  to  swal- 

low it.  This  was  followed  by  symptoms  of 
strangulation  of  so  severe  a  nature  as  to  ne- 

cessitate his  immediately  leaving  the  table. 
After  gaining  his  room  he  made  several  vio- 

lent attempts  to  eject  the  bone,  but  without 
success,  it  seemed,  however,  to  change 
its  position,  as  he  experienced  great  relief.  A 
short  time  afterward  symptoms  of  discomfort 
again  arose  in  his  throat;  so,  improvising  a 
probang  by  tying  a  bit  of  sponge  to  a  flexible 
stick,  he  stood  up  before  tne  mirror  and  suc- 

ceeded in  pushing  it  away  somewhere,  as  he 
felt  no  longer  any  disagreeable  indications  of 
its  presence. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  after  this  oc- 
currence his  general  health  began  to  decline, 

he  lost  strength  and  flesh,  a  troublesome 
cough  set  in  and  he  suffered  much  from  night 
sweats.  Having  always  been  a  perfectly 
healthy  and  robust  man  prior  to  this  time,  with 
no  history  of  phthisis  in  bis  iamily,  he  refused 
to  believe  that  his  lungs  were  affected,  but 
attributed  his  illness  to  a  cold  which  would 
wear  away  in  time,  and  declined  to  consult  a 
physician. 
At  length  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  an 

acute  attack  of  some  kind.  He  had  severe 
pain  in  his  right  side  ;  this  however  did  not 
confine  him  to  the  house  ;  he  still  kept  about 
as  usual.  The  attack  was  probably  one  of 
pleuro  pneumonia.  Finally,  Dr.  Barry  was 
summoned  to  see  him.  He  found  him  present- 

ing all  the  signs  of  phthisis,  and  on  examina- 
tion found  a  considerable  cavity  at  the  apex 

of  the  right  lung.  The  patient  evidently  did 
not  attribute  his  condition  to  the  swallowing 

of  the  bone  so  long  before,  for  at  this  visit  he 
did  not  mention  the  circumstance  to  the  doctor 
at  all,  or  only  to  casually  speak  of  it.  At  a 
second  visit,  however,  made  a  few  days  later, 
he  found  the  patient  sitting  up  and  much  more 
cheerful  than  at  his  previous  visit. 

He  then  produced  the  piece  of  bone,  saying 
that  "  he  had  now  got  rid  of  the  cause  of  all 
his  trouble."  The  bone  measured  about  half 
an  inch  in  diameter  each  way,  and  was  very 
rough  and  sharp.  It  had  been  expelled  by 
coughing. 
The  chief  question  of  interest  now  came 

up.  Where  had  this  piece  of  bone  been  loca- 
ted during  the  seven  months  which  had  elapsed 

since  it  was  swallowed,  and  what  connection 
was  there  between  it  and  the  present  condi- 

tion of  the  right  lung?  Was  it  lodged  just 
above  the  rima  glottidis,  until  he  pushed  it 
through  with  the  probang  into  the  trachea, 
and  had  it  then  descended  into  the  right  bron- 

chus, and  so  worked  its  way  into  the  lung  ?  or 
bad  it  been  in  the  oesophagus  and  ulcerated  its 
way  through  into  the  air-passages,  or  had  it been  in  the  stomach  all  this  time? 

The  case  was  a  curious  one  and  afforded  a 
good  field  for  investigation  ;  and  what  was  the 
probable  prognosis  ? 

Dr.  Blume"  thought  it  strange  that  there had  not  been  more  spasm  of  the  larynx  at  the 
time  the  bone  was  swallowed.  He  thought  it 
not  improbable  that  the  man  would  now  recov- 

er h;s  previous  good  health  and  freedom  from 
all  tendency  to  phthisis.  His  present  hope- 

fulness, etc.,  were  all  in  his  favor.  He  remem- 
bered a  case  of  a  man  who  had  a  cavity  in  one 

lung,  who  almost  entirely  recovered.  The 
treatment  which  improved  nutrition  would,  he 
judged,  be  most  appropriate. 

Dr.  Skiff  thought  that  if  the  bone  were  in 
the  stomach  it  would  show  evidences  of  the 
action  of  the  gastric  juice  ;  while  if  in  the  air 
passages,  the  laryngoscope  would  discover 
evidences  of  irritation.  He  was  inclined  to 
think  it  had  been  in  the  stomach,  for  in  the 
act  of  swallowing,  the  epiglottis  would  of 
course  be  closed,  and  the  bone  could  not  have 
passed  into  the  larynx.  In  the  case  of  Mr. 
Brunei,  the  English  engineer,  the  case  was 
different ;  here  the  epiglottis  was  open  and 
the  coin  passed  directly  into  the  larynx.  He 
did  not  see  how  the  epiglottis  could  be  open 
when  the  soup  was  passing  over  it. 
Dr.  Barry  said  it  could  not  have  been 

lodged  in  the  oesaphagus,  as  it  would  have 
interfered  with  the  act  of  deglutition  afterward; 
and  had  it  passed  into  the  stomach  it  would 
have  been  dissolved  in  the  gastric  juice  or 
voided  in  the  stools.  Dr.  Raphael  took  this 
view  of  the  case,  and  said  that  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  for  so  small  a  bone  to  re- 

main long  in  the  stomach  and  not  pass  through 
the  pyioru3.  He  remembered  a  case  of  a  man 
who  swallowed  a  fish  bone  which  passed  into 
the  bowel,  and  first  attracted  attention  by  the 
pain  it  caused  in  passmg  through  the  rectum. 
The  discussion  was  participated  in  by  all 
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the  members  present,  nnd  the  prevailing  im- 
pression was  that  the  bone  had  been  lodged 

somewhere  in  the  air  passages,  though  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  existed  as  to  precisely 

where  or  how. 
Chloral  Hydrate. 

Dr.  Wm.  Newman  read  a  paper  on  this 
substance,  being  chiefly  a  record  of  cases  in 
which  he  bad  administered  it  successfully.  In 
a  case  of  delirium  tremens  he  gave  twenty 
grains  every  half  hour,  with  the  happiest 
result. 
Was  called  to  attend  a  man  aet.  40,  suffer- 

ing from  acute  rheumatism,  unable  to  move  ; 
had  no  sleep  for  four  days  ;  pulse,  130 ;  gave 
chloral  hydrate,  twenty  grains,  combined  with 
one  grain  extract  of  colchicum  every  two 
hours,  until  good  sleep  was  procured  ;  after- 

ward continued  the  colchicum  alone,  until  the 
bowels  were  freely  moved. 

Gave  twenty  grains  to  a  lady  almost  mad 
with  neuralgia  in  the  head,  every  hour  until 
she  slept ;  woke  up  in  the  morning  perfectly 
free  from  pain. 

In  painter's  colic  it  is  a  valuable  remedy. 
Gave  forty  grains  in  one  dose;  in  half  an 
hour  the  pain  was  completely  gone. 

In  dysmenorrhea,  the  doctor  gives  chloral 
in  combination  with  belladonna,  twenty  grains 
of  the  former  to  one-sixth  grain  of  the  latter ; 
in  one  case  the  patient  slept  seven  hours,  and 
when  she  awoke  the  catamenia  was  flowing 
freely  without  any  pain. 

Used  it  in  puerperal  mania ;  had  a  case  of 
difficult  protracted  labor,  in  which  the  pains 
were  exceedingly  severe  ;  gave  twenty  grains 
every  half  hour,  and  kept  the  patient  under 
its  influence  during  labor  with  complete  suc- 
cess. 

The  doctor,  however,  advises  caution  in  the 
use  of  chloral,  and  would  by  no  means  advise 
the  use  of  it  indiscriminately.  Several  physi- 

cians condemn  it  altogether,  and  one  leading 
surgeon  in  this  city  has  reported  several 
deaths  from  the  use  of  it. 

Dr.  Franklin  mentioned  a  case  of  strangula- 
ted hernia  in  which  all  the*  efforts  at  taxis 

proved  ineffectual;  gave  the  patient  one 
drachm  of  chloral  in  one  dose,  and  after  an 
hour  twenty  grains,  repeated  every  half  hour 
until  the  patient  sank  into  a  deep  slumber 
The  parts  were  relaxed  so  thoroughly  that  re- 

duction was  effected  at  once. 
The  action  of  the  drug  is  very  similar  to 

morphia  or  opium,  except  that  it  leaves  no 
after  trouble  or  any  bad  results.  He  has  used 
it  successfully  in  neuralgia.  Its  physio- 

logical effects  are  productive  of  sleep,  insen- 
sibility, relaxation  of  muscular  fiber,  and  re- 

duction of  temperature.  The  medicine  of 
course  being  indicated  when  any  such  result 
is  desirable. 

Its  action  appears  to  be  first  on  the  cere^ro- 
ganglionic  cells ;  secondly,  on  the  spinal  gan- 

glion, and  thirdly,  the  ganglion  of  the  heart. 
The  causes  are  chemical,  being  the  slow  form- 

ation of  chloroform  in  the  blood,  inducing  in- 

creased fluidity  and  alkalinity.  Its  final  action 
is  on  the  heart. 

Dr.  Thorns  says  chloral  is  contraindicated 
where  the  blood  is  in  a  toxaemic  condition;  in 
this  case  all  anaesthetics  are  dangerous,  especi- 

ally when  the  blood  is  charged  with  foreign 
matter. 

Dr.  Blume  does  not  agree  with  Dr.  Thorns 
as  to  the  latter  statement.  He  has  seen 
chloroform  administered  in  convulsions  from 
uremic  poisoning  with  benefit.  He  does  not 
consider  disease  of  the  heart  as  contraindicat- 
ing  the  use  of  chloroform,  and  quoted  Dr. 
Simpson's  statement,  that  patients  had  been 
brought  into  the  hospital  in  England  before 
chloroform  was  used,  who  died  from  the  ad- 

ministration of  small  doses  of  medicine.  Dr. 
Burke  thinks  chloral  a  safer  remedy  in  de- 

lirium tremens  than  opium,  and  always  gives 
it  now  in  preference,  every  two  hours  until 
sleep  is  obtained.  Gives  it  in  neuralgia,  and 
when  the  pain  returns  gives  quinine  also. 

Dr.  Kapnael  h^s  used  hydrate  of  chloral  in 
various  cases  with  a  doubtful  result.  In  some 
the  action  of  the  medicine  was  decidedly 
beneficial,  in  others  the  result  was  negative. 
In  dysmenorrhea,  and  convulsions,  and  de- 

lirium tremens,  he  found  it  very  useful,  but 
the  quantity  given  was  enormous,  and  he 
thinks  such  large  doses  very  dangerous. 

The  doctor  recommends  a  combination  of 
chloral  and  chloroform,  in  the  proportion  of 
from  five  to  ten  drops  of  the  latter  to  a 
drachm  of  the  former,  with  syrup  of  ginger 
to  flavor  it,  viz. : 

Chloral  hydrate,  gij. 
Chloroform,  git.xx. 
Syrupi.  zingib., 
Aquse.,  ^ij.  •  M. 

Sig. — One  teaspoonful. 
The  medical  profession  is  losing  confidence 

in  the  drug  and  do  not  prescribe  it  now  as 
frequently  as  heretofore.  He  has  used  it  ex- 

ternally in  cases  of  extreme  facial  neuralgia 
with  a  highly  favorable  result,  and  thinks  it 
safer  and  more  beneficial  used  in  that  way 
than  when  taken  internally. 

Small-pox  in  Berlin,  etc 

We  learn  from  the  Allgemeine  Medicinische 
Central  Zeitung,  Dec.  2,  1871,  that  the  small- 

pox is  epidemic  in  Berlin  to  such  an  extent 
ihat  daily  reports  were  ordered.  In  one  day 
67  persons  were  reported  taken  sick  with  it, 
and  20  deaths.  In  Gotha,  with  a  population 
of  20,000,  the  new  cases  were  25  daily  and 
the  percentage  of  deaths  very  large ;  in  one 
month  over  300  fatal  cases. 

 A  woman  at  Northampton  gave  birth 
to  four  children  recently,  and  at  last  ac- 

counts the  mother  and  all  of  the  children  were 
doing  well.  This  makes  seven  children  which 
she  has  had  in  thirteen  months. 
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i 
The  "  Cottage  System  "  for  the  Insane. 

Dr.  Kir kb ride,  of  Philadelphia,  notices 
this  system  as  follows  in  his  last  report  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  the  Insane  : 

The  idea  of  having  **  groups  of  houses  for 
insane  men  and  women  near  each  other," 
with  entire  freedom  of  ingress  and  egress, 
will  hardly  commend  itself  to  many  of  those 
who  know  much  of  the  peculiarities  of  not  a 
few  of  the  insane,  or  to  those  who  think  of 
this  arrangement  as  applied  to  individuals  in 
whom  they  feel  a  particular  interest,  especial- 

ly if  these  be  their  wives  or  daughters,  mothers 
or  sisters.  In  other  reports  I  have  stated  my 
views,  derived  from  a  practical  test  of  both 
plans,  in  favor  of  a  real  separation  of  the  sexes, 
among  the  insane.  The  true  mode  of  securing 
to  the  male  patients  the  humanizing  influence 
of  female  society  is  not  to  have  them  associate 
with  women  who  are  also  insane,  but  to  have 
employed  in  the  male  wards  of  every  hospital 

just  as  many  ladies  of  suitable  age  "and  char- acter, with  cultivated  minds  and  attractive 
manners,  as  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

There  is  something  very  attractive  to  those 
who  have  not  given  this  subject  much  consid- 

eration, in  the  title  of  the  "family"  or  "cot- 
tage system,"  as  distinguished  from  that  of  the 

hospital  proper.  And  yet  with  a  complete 
classification  a  well-arranged  hospital  has  a 
separation  into  families  practically  about  as 
distinct  as  it  would  be  in  detached  cottages, 
and  yet  retains  many  advantages  that  result 
from  their  closer  proximity  to  each  other. 
This  is  especially  so  in  regard  to  all  the  modes 
provided  for  occupation  and  amusement,  and, 
above  all,  for  supervision. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  have  as  many  as 
forty  patients  in  one  of  these  families.  It 
might  reasonably  be  objected  that  this  num- 

ber, with  the  necessary  domestics,  even  in 
private  life,  would  make  a  family  of  rather 
awkward  dimensions,  and  bear  little  resemb- 

lance to  the  ordinary  family  circle.  Even 
one-half  this  number  would  be  a  large  family, 
and  the  fourth  of  it,  unless  composed  of  per- 

sons of  congenial  feelings,  might  be  more 
than  was  agreeable,  especially  when  removed 
from  the  proper  kind  of  supervision. 

The  great  charm  of  the  real  family  "  does 
not  come,  however,  from  the  small  number  of 
individuals  in  it,  but  from  the  relations  of 
those  who  compose  it — parents  and  children, 
wives  and  husbands,  and  friends,  with  a  com- 

munity of  interests,  and  not  from  being  a 
collection  of  strangers,  with  separate  interests 
and  feelings,  each  intent  on  his  own  gratifica- tion. 

This  proposed  "  family  system,"  no  matter 
I  what  size  is  adopted,  must  necessarily  be  much 
I  more  like  an  invalid  boarding-house,  than  a 
family  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  word.  The 
great  objections,  however,  to  the  whole  ar- 

rangement, are  that  you  take  away  the  facility 
of  supervision— which  is  sure  to  be  more  or 
less  neglected,  according  to  the  character  of 
those  who  manage  the  establishment — respon- 

sibility is  shifted  from  officers  to  subordinates 
—and  these  often  require  as  much  supervi- 

sion as  the  patients  themselves— while  the 
risks  of  accidents  of  various  kinds,  especially 
of  escapes,  personal  injury,  and  of  fire,  are 
greatly  and  unnecessarily  increased. 
My  own  experience  with  cottages  and  de- 

tached buildings,  even  at  very  short  distances, 
long  since  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  no 
building  to  be  occupied  by  patients  should  be 
so  far  removea  from  the  main  structure  as  not 
to  be  connected  with  it  by  a  covered  way,  well 
lighted  at  all  times,  and  comfortably  warmed 
m  winter. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  discover,  in  these 
proposed  changes,  any  advantage  for  the 
patients  that  could  at  all  compensate  for  the 
positive  advantages,  nor  have  I  been  able  to 
learn  how  there  was  to  be,  from  such  an  ar- 

rangement, any  diminution  of  restraint,  in- 
crease of  comfort,  or  economy,  either  in  first 

cost  or  subsequent  management.  The  first, 
'  if  attained  at  all,  could  be  only  by  dispensing 
with  what  ought  not  to  be  dispensed  with,  the 
latter  by  placing  the  patients  under  the  almost 
absolute  care  and  control  of  those  who  could 
hardly  be  regarded  as  specially  fitted  for  such 
a  responsibilty. 

A  New  Method  of  Plugging  the  Posterior  IS  ares. 
Dr.  Henry  1  \nfred  late  Surgeon  22dKy. 

Inf ,  Cincinnati,  0.,  writes  to  the  Cincinnati 
Lancet  and  Observer  of  a  case  ot  epistaxis.  I 
tried  injections  of  Monsel's  salt,  sulphuric 
acid,  nitrate  of  silver,  and  others,  uet  id  omne 
genus  "  and  applied  ice  locally,  with  plugging 
of  the  anterior  nares ;  but  all  was  alike  futile. 
The  unfortunate  fellow  had  ̂ hemorrhagic  dia- 

thesis^ and  would  bleed  in  spite  of  all  these 
remedies  perseveringly  applied;  he  was,  in 
consequence,  getting  weaker  and  must  soon 
die.  But  the  blood  would  still  percolate  from 
the  floor  of  the  posterior  nares  into  the  stom- 

ach, from  which  it  was  ejected  by  vomiting. 
What  was  to  be  done  ?  The  hospital  had  no 
instrument  among  its  supplies  for  plugging 
the  posterior  nares,  and  before  one  could  be 
procured  from  Cincinnati  the  man  would  be 
dead. 
Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention. 

While  racking  my  brains  in  order  to  meet  this 
emergency,  my  eyes  fell  upon  a  pair  of  army 

t 
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stogies,  under  the  bed,  with  leather  laces. 
The  idea  at  once  struck  me  that  this  was  the 
very  thing  that  I  needed,  and  quick  as  thought 
I  proceeded  to  execute  it,  by  pushing  the 
leather  thong  carefully  along  the  floor  of  the 
right  anterior  nares  until  the  end  protruded 
through  the  posterior  opening  trailingupon 
the  epiglottis  and  producing  cough;  this  loose 
end  was  secured, by  the  forceps  and  drawn  out 
through  the  mouth,  and  after  attaching  there- 

to pledgets  of  lint  saturated  with  astringents, 
it  was  drawn  back  again,  until  the  right  pos- 

terior nares  was  effectually  plugged  and  tied 
in  front;  the  same  process  was  repeated  with 
the  left  posterior  nares,  and  in  half  an  hour 
the  hemorrhage  was  stopped.  It  gave  me  in^ 
tense  satisfaction  to  finally  succeed,  in  plug- 

ging the  right  and  left  posterior  nares,  by  such 
a  simple  though,  effective  instrument,  and  in 
conclusion,  I  Can  heartily  recommend  this 
plan  to  any  of  my  medical  friends  who  may 
be  similarly  situated,  from  its  simplicity,  ef- 
fectivenessfUnd  practicability. 

Traumatic  Tetanus  Treated  with  Chloral  Hy- 
drate .and  . ^leatrieit^. 

Dr.  Hamilton  Griffin  details  the  follow- 
ing case  in  the  American  Practitioner ,:- 

On  the  19th  of  July  I  was  called  to  .see 
Margaret  Johnson,  aged  twenty-one  years, 
mulatto,  occupation  laundress ,  constitution 
very  cobust ;  found  her  suffering,  from  fright- 

ful tetanic  spasms,  with  complete  opisthoto- 
nos ;  the  jaw  'firmly  locked,  the  muscles  about the  jaw  perfectly  rigid,  with  risns  sardonicus 

These  spasms  occurred  every  ten  minutes. 
During  the  interval  the  patient  w^as  enabled 
to  open  the  mouth  far  enough  to  allow  a  tea- 

spoon to  be  inserted  between  the  teeth,  but 
the  abdominal  muscles  were  corded  and  pain- 

ful. She  also  complained  of  severe  pain  at 
the  ensiform  cartilage.  Ordered  chloroform 
to  be  administered  by  inhalation. 
Inquiry  elicited  the  following  history :  On 

the  l&th  day  of  June  she  stepped  upon  a 
piece  of  glass,  which  inflicted  an  incised 
wound  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in 
length,  and  about  the  same  depth,  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  plantar  surface  of  the  left 
foot.  This  wound  suppurated,  and  continued 
painful  until  July  10th,,  when  Dr.  W.  T.  Owen 
was  called  to  see  her,  and  found  her  jaw  stiff; 
tonic  spasms  extending  to  neck,  abdomen  and 
back.  During  the  spasms  all  the  muscles  in 
these  regions  were  involved;  There  occurred 
risus  saraonicus.  The  muscles  most  firmly 
contracted  were  the  sterno  mastoid,  rectus  ab- 
dominalis,  and  obliquus  interaus.  There  was 
no  febrile  disturbance,  but  she  complained 
constantly  of  pam'-at  the  ensiform  carriage 
and  in  the(;righ(tr.ipCT»al  region. :  Dr.-QiRfsiir 
ordered  her  to  take  one-half  grain,  of  calabar^ 
bean  every  ,  half  hour  until  she  had  taken 
four  grains.    This  treatment  produceo*  no 

effect.  He  then  ordered  twenty-grain  doses 
of  chloral  hydrate  every  four  hours  while 
awajie.  This  treatment,  with  flaxseed  and 
Opium  poultices  to  the  wound,  produced  mus- 

cular relaxation  and  relief  of  pain. 
July  17th,  Dr.  O^en  discharged  the  patient 

for  disobedience  of  orders  and  neglecting  to 
take  her  medicine. 

July  20th,  having  heard  from  Dr.  Owen  of 
the  beneficial  results  which  followed  the  use 
of  chloral,  I  ordered  fifteen  grains,  combined 
with  one-fourth  grain  muriate  of  morphine, 
every  four  hours ;  chloroform  inhalations 
to  be  used  during  spasm. 

July  20th,, six  P.  M.,  pulse  and  temperature 
rema  in  normal ;  epasrns;  occur  e  very  six  hours  ; 
muscles  slightly  relaxed,  but  opisthotonos 
complete  during  paroxysm. 

July  21st,  called  ia  Prof.  J.  ̂ Y.  Holland, 
who  applied  the  continuous  galvanic  current 
by  means  of  Stohrer's  battery.  The  current 
produced  muscular  relaxation  and  relief  from 
pain  in  fifteen  minutes. 
July  22d,  pulse  and  temperature  normal; 

no  spasms  since  last  visit;  pain  as  before'; 
mottth  opened  one-fourth  inch  With  great  diffi- 

culty. The  chloral,  morphine  and  galvanism 
were  continued  for  several  days,  when  the  pa- 

tient was  discharged  cured; 

'  IhaVeseen  during  the  last  fifteen  years  thir- teen other  cases  of  traumatic  tetanus,  all  of 
which  proved  fatal ;  but  in  every  case  the 
tetanic  symptoms  came  on  in  a  few  days  after 
the  reception  of  the  wound, and  were  violently 
acute  from  the  commencement.  The  differ- 

ence between  the  case  'in  this  report  and  the fatal  cases  is  that  tetanus  did  not  make  its 
appearance  until  twenty-two  days  after  the 
reception  of  the  injury^aud  then  it  began  in 
a  mild  form  ;  no  opisthotonos  being  observed 
until  nine  days  after  tetanic •■s-y-mptoms  occur- 

red. It  is  my  opinion,-based  on  a  study  of 
these  cases,  that  where  tetanus  comes  on _in_a 
short  time  after  the  reception  of  an  injury , 
where  it  assumes  a  violent  and  acute  form, 
the  patient  will  die  in  almost  every  instance. 
Where  tetanic  symptoms  are  deiayed  a  con- 

siderable time,  and  on  appearance  are-Q.f_a 
mild  or  subacute  form,  the  patient  will  almost 
invariably  recover. 

The  Inconsiderate  Prescription  of  Alcoholic 
■  Liquor3  by  Bk^icians. 

The  following  curious  document,  signed  by 
three  hundred  of  the  -leading  physicians  of 
Ijotidon ^appeared;  .-in-.  >  tfhe?  papers  of  that  city 
just  before  Christmas : 

"  As  it  is  believed  that;  the  t  inconsiderate 
prescription  of  large  quantities  ol  alcoholic 
liquid  by  medical  men  for  their  patients,  has 

given  rise,  m  many  in^taiJees1  to^  the  forma- tion of  intemperate,  habits,  the  andersgned^ 
while  unable.to  abandon  the  use  of  alcohol  in 
the  treatment  of  certain  ea^es  of  disease,  are 
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should  prescribe  it  without  a  sense  of  grave 
responsibility.  They  believe  that  alcohol  in 
whatever  form  should  be  prescribed  with  as 
much  care  as  any  powerful  drus;,  and  that  the 
directions  for  its  use  should  be  so  framed  as 
not  to  be  interpreted  as  a  sanction  for  excess, 
or  necessarily  for  the  contiDuance  of  its  use 
when  the  occasion  is  past.  They  are  also  of 
opinion  that  many  people  immensely  exagger- 

ate the  value  of  alcohol  as  an  article  of  diet, 
and  since  no  class  of  men  see  so  much  of  its 
ill  effects,  and  possess  such  power  to  restrain 
its  abuse,  as  members  of  their  own  profession, 
they  hold  that  every  medical  practitioner  is 
bound  to  exert  his  utmost  influence  to  incul- 

cate habits  of  great  moderation  in  the  use  of 
alcoholic  liquids.  Being  also  firmly  convinced 
that  the  great  amount  of  drinking  of  alcoholic 
liquors  among  the  working  classes  of  this 
country  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  ot  the  day, 
destroying — more  than  anything  else — the 
health,  happiness,  and  welfare  of  those  classes, 
and  neutralizing,  to  a  large  extent,  the  great 
industrial  prosperity  which  Providence  has 
placed  within  the  reach  of  this  nation,  the  un- 

dersigned would  gladly  support  any  wise  leg- 
islation which  would  tend  to  restrict,  within 

proper  limits,  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages, 
and  gradually  introduce  habits  of  temperance. 
George  Burrows,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  President 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Physician 
Extraordinary  to  the  Queen  ;  George  Busk, 
F.  R.  S.,  President  of  ihe  Royal  College  of 
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NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 It  is  announced  that  the  Medical  Gazette, 
formerly  published  in  New  York  city,  is  to 
be  re-commenced  under  its  former  editor,  Dr. 
Alfred  Ludlow  Carroll. 

 Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Blakiston  of  this 
city  announce  the  following  works  : 

"  Earth  as  a  Topical  Application  in  Sur- 
gery. With  Cases  Treated  in  the  Pennsylva- 

nia Hospital."  Illustrated  by  the  Photo-Re- 
lief process.  By  Addinell  Hewson,  M.  D. 

8vo.,  pp.  300. 

"  On  Syphilis  and  its  Treatment  by  Subcu- 
taneous Injections  of  Sublimate. "  Translated 

from  the  German  by  Carl  Proegler,M.  D., 
and  E.  H.  Gale,  M.  D.  By  Prof.  Lewin. 
8vo.,  cloth. 

 Prof.  Morgan  has  in  press  an  impor- 
tant work  bearing  upon  the  Contagious  Dis- 

eases Acts,  entitled  "  Practical  Lessons  in  the 

Treatment  of  Affections  produced  by  the  Con- 
tagious Diseases,  with  some  valuable  Experi- 

ments in  Inoculation  "  for  stamping  them  out. 
 "  The  Moral  of  Accidents  and  other  Dis- 

courses "  is  the  title  of  a  collection  of  twelve 
sermons,  which  were  written,  together  with 
introductory  and  closing  prayers,  by  the  late 
Rev.  Thomas  T.  Lynch,  of  London,  to  be 
read  before  his  congregation  while  his  intense 
sufferings  from  a  disease  of  the  heart  forbade 
his  personal  presence  at  evening  service. 
The  history  of  their  writing  would  make  them 
interesting  if  their  intrinsic  merit  did  not.  It 
is  stated  that  while  at  his  desk  the  author 
would  often  be  seized  with  such  agonizing 
pains  as  to  be  compelled  to  fling  himself  on 
the  floor  for  rest.  Before  the  prayers  for  the 
twelfth  sermon  could  be  written,  the  hand  of 
the  writer  was  stilled  by  death.  The  work  is 
edited  by  Samuel  Cox,  and  published  by 
George  Routledge  &  Sons. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Women. 

By.  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.  D.,  etc. 

Third  edition,  enlarged  and  thoroughly  re- 

vised, with  246  illustrations  on  wood.  Phila- 
delphia :  Henry  C.  Lea,  1872.  1  vol.,  sheep, 

8  vo.,  pp.  784. 
Dr.  Thomas  may  justly  congratulate  him- 

self on  the  reception  which  his  work  has  re- 
ceived by  the  profession .  That  a  third  edition 

should  be  called  for  in  less  than  three  years  is 
strong  testimony  in  favor  of  its  meritorious 

preparation. The  addition  to  the  present  volume  amounts 
to  nearly  one-fourth  as  much  as  the  previous 
edition.  Several  new  chapters  have  been  in- 

troduced, and  both  the  views  and  nomencla- 
ture of  the  author  have  undergone  modifi- 

cations, such  as  he  deemed  necessary  to  give 
greater  precision  and  more  accuracy.  An  ex- 

ample of  the  latter  is  the  substitution  of  the 

term  "areolar  hyperplasia,"  for  chronic 
parenchymatous  metritis ;  this,  he  claims, 
describes  more  truthfully  the  actual  state  of 
the  uterine  tissues,  or,  in  other  words,  it  rep- 

resents a  permanent  effect  instead  of  a  tem- 
porary cause.  The  arguments  for  such  alter- 

ations are  stated  forcibly,  and  will  doubtless 
command  the  attention  of  those  who  make 
this  department  of  medicine  a  study. 
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Numerous  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
later  chapters  of  the  volume,  and  it  has 
thereby  gained  almost  the  importance  of  a 
new  production.  Of  the  various  works  in 
this  field  of  research  we  have  ourselves  found 
Dr.  Thomas'  that  which  we  turn  to  the  most 
frequently  and  with  the  most  satisfaction. 

Plain  Talk  about  Insanity :  Its  Causes,  Forms, 
Symptoms,  and  the  Treatment  of  Mental 
Diseases;  with  remarks  on  Hospitals  and 

Asylums,  and  the  medico-legal  aspect  of  In- 
sanity. By  P.  W.  Fisher,  M.  D.  Boston  : 

Alexander  Moore,  1872.  1vol.,  870.,  cloth, 
pp.  97.   Price  $1.50. 

Animal  and  Vegetable  Parasites  of  the  Skin  and 

Hair.  By  B.  Joy  Jeffries,  A.  M.,  M.  D  , 
etc.  Boston  :  Alexander  Moore,  1872.  1  vol., 
12  mo.,  cloth,  pp.  102.   Price  $1.00. 

Small-Pox  :  The  Predisposing  Conditions  and 
their  Prevention.  By  Dr.  Carl  Both.  Bos- 

ton :  Alexander  Moore,  1872.  Paper,  pp. 
50.   Price  25  cents. 

These  works,  as  diverse  in  subject  matter  as 
in  merit,  we  gr<;up  together,  as  they  are  all 
addressed  to  the  public  and  not  to  the  pro- 

fession, and  are  all  issued  from  the  publication 
office  of  a  popular  hygienic  journal. 

Dr.  Fisher,  who  was  formerly  attached  to 
the  Boston  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  and  who 
is  the  author  of  the  ingenious  application  of 
the  formateur  in  use  among  hatters  to  the  men- 

suration of  the  human  craDium,  says  in  his 
preface  that  he  aims  to  exhibit  insanity  in  its 
true  light  as  a  disease,  and  to  encourage  efforts 
for  its  prevention  as  well  as  its  cure.  He  is 
quite  correct  in  his  belief  of  the  need  of  popu- 

lar instruction  on  this  subject.  The  public 
are  slow  in  understanding  that  insanity  means 
brain  disease,  and  there  is  a  vast  amount  of 
nonsense  still  received  about  "  lettres  de 
cachet"  and  "private  mad  houses. "^The  author 
describes  the  causes,  forms  and  symptoms  of 
insanity,  then  proceeds  to  its  moral  and  medi- 

cal treatment  at  home  and  in  hospitals  and 
asylums,  concluding  with  some  chapters  on  the 
medico-legal  aspects  of  the  disease. 
The  information  given,  and  the  views 

throughout  were  such  as  will  meet  the  cordial 
approbation  of  physicians,  and  are  well  calcu- 

lated to  be  of  real  service  to  the  general 
reader.  The  amount  of  mischief  done  by  an 

ignorance  of  the  proper  management  of  the 
insane,  especially  in  reference  to  forcible 
measures  for  their  cure,  is  enormous,  and 
what  the  community  requires  is  enlightenment 
on  the  character  of  the  disease  and  the  nature 

of  asylums. 
We  doubt,  however,  whether  Dr.  Fisher 

has  made  sufficient  allowance  for  the  prevail- 
ing ignorance  of  medical  terms  among  general 

readers.  Most  of  them,  we  predict,  will 
have  no  idea  of  the  meaning  of  such  words 
as  paresis,  cerebral,  subacute,  etc.,  familiar 
as  they  seem  to  our  eyes ;  and  they  are  repel- 
lant  to  those  who  would  be  benefited  by  the 
perusal  of  his  pages. 

The  same  criticism  may  with  justice  be  ap- 
plied to  the  next  work  on  the  list,  the  other- 
wise most  excellent  treatise  on  parasites  by 

Dr.  B.  Joy  Jeffries.  He  divides  his  subject 
into  animal  and  vegetable  parasites  of  the  hu- 

man skin,  and  false  parasites  of  the  human 
body.  While  sound  and  instructive  in  con- 

tents, the  volume  is  much  better  adapted  for 
professional  men  that  the  class  for  whom  we 
suppose  it  intended— the  average  non-medical 
reader.  Such  words  as  sebaceous,  epilation, 
nodular,  etc.,  are  above  the  ordinary  Ameri- 

can's vocabulary.  It  is  also  doubtful  whether 
washes  containing  corrosive  sublimate  in  solu- 

tion, as  that  recommended  on  page  85,  ought 
to  be  advised  for  domestic  purposes.  The 
home  treatment  of  disease  should  not  include 
in  its  materia  medica  dangerous  drugs. 

In  connection  with  two  such  able  and  sen- 
sible works,  we  are  astonished  to  find  associ- 
ated the  silly  pamphlet  on  small-pox,  whose 

title  we  give.  Its  author  is  principally  known 
to  us  as  advertising  himself  to  be  the  exponent 
and  sole  living  professor,  so  far  as  we  know, 
of  the  method  of  curing  consumption  by  the 
"  artificial  calcification  of  tubercles."  But  we 
now  find  tnat  he  has  discovered  an  absolute 
prevention  of  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  measles, 
etc.  And  what  is  this?  Why,  eating  salt. 
This  profound  discovery  he  substantiates  by 
no  less  extraordinary  arguments  in  which  his 
physiology  is  as  novel  as  his  hygiene.  Small- 

pox, he  says,  can  originate  at  any  time  in  a 
man  whose  blood  is  not  salt  enough.  Alcohol 
frees  the  biood  from  salt,  and  this  is  why 
those  tippers,  the  Indians,  are  all  dying  with 
small-pox.  People  who  live  on  salt  fish  never 
take  tfie  disease.  But  he  adds  that  too  much 
salt  produces  scurvy,  evidently  ignorant  that 
this  venerable  theory  was  long  ago  relegated 
to  the  lumber-room  of  science.  How  such  a 
writer  comes  to  us  in  the  company  of  such 
men  as  Dr.  Jeffries  and  Dr.  Fisher,  we  are 
at  a  loss  to  surmise. 
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Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
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Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
ration,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

10"  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

•  8^*  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 

"We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  of  coun- 
try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  futi«  of  infor- 

mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 

for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  conespondents. 

ON  QUARANTINE  PwEG-ULATIONS. 

A  timely  and  judicious  paper  on  this  subject 
was  recently  read  before  the  Medical  Library 

and  Journal  Association  of  New  York  city  by 
Dr.  Alfred  L.  Carroll.  He  exhibits  in 

strong  and  correct  colors  the  inadequate  na- 
ture of  our  present  quarantine  enactments, 

taking  as  his  sample  those  of  the  port  of  New 
York. 

For  instance,  he  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  of  the  dczen  communicable  diseases 

caused  by  organic  poisons,  only  four  are  by 
our  laws  subject  to  quarantine,  and  these  are : 

yellow  fever,  cholera,  typhus  and  small-pox, 

with  the  very  indefinite  addition  of  "  any  new 
disease  not  now  known,  of  a  contagious,  infec- 

tious or  pestilential  nature."  Scarlet  feyer, 

typhoid,  nay,  even  the  "  spotted  plague"  it- 
self (which  is  now  even  occasionally  seen  in 

Egypt),  not  being  "  new  diseases,"  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  category,  and  maybe  import- 

ed free  of  duty. 
The  conclusions  he  arrived  at  are  as  fol- 

lows : 

I.  Communicable  zymotic  diseases  depend 
upon  material  organic  poisons,  and  although 
some  of  them  (as  plague,  cholera,  etc.),  may 
appear  to  be  epidemic  in  certain  localities,  it 
is  probable  that  they  exist  there  only  by  the 

retention  and  recrudescence  of  their  specific 
contagion;  it  is  almost  certain,  at  all  events, 
that  they  do  not  arise  spontaneously  else- 
where. 

II.  "  Quarantine  of  observation"  should  in 
all  instances  apply  to  living  beings  in  whom 
contagion  may  remain  latent,  rather  than  in- 

animate substances  which  may  be  disinfected 
at  once. 
III.  Preventive  measures  should  be  adapted 

to  the  respective  modes  of  contagion  of  the 
several  disorders,  stricter  isolation  being 
necessary  in  the  case  of  those  poisons  which 
are  volatile  enough  to  be  conveyed  in  the  air, 
or  in  vapor  of  water,  than  with  those  which 
are  transmissible  only  by  solid  or  liquid  media. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  the  reading 

of  the  paper,  Dr.  Louis  A.  Satre  gave  an  in- 
teresting account  of  his  localization  of  the 

cholera  on  board  the  ship  Atlanta,  in  New 
York  harbor,  in  1856.  As  this  typical  example 
of  the  principles  of  sanitary  regulations  may 
be  new  to  many  of  our  readers,  we  shall  give 
an  abstract  of  his  remarks. 

What  especially  impressed  Dr.  Sayre  on 
first  examining  the  Atlanta,  was  that  the  dis- 

ease was  confined  to  the  fore  part  of  the  long, 
narrow  space  between  decks.  The  thirty  or 
forty  deaths  which  had  already  occurred  had 
all  been  at  this  end.  This  puzzled  him,  for  the 
space  was  continuous ;  its  atmosphere  seemed 
about  equally  offensive  in  every  part,  and  the 
men  and  women  were  piled,  like  cordwood,in 
tier  on  tier  of  rough,  filthy  bunks,  from  end  to 
end.  Close  inquiry  discovered  that  the  fatal 
cases  had  been  chiefly  among  those  lying  next 
to  the  forward  water-closet,  while  neither  of 
the  other  two  water-closets  on  the  same  deck 
appeared  to  have  bred  any  trouble. 
Following  the  hint  of  this  definite  localiza- 

tion, he  cleared  out  a  space,  say  ten  feet  wide, 
across  the  deck ;  filled  it  with  pans  of  carbolic 
acid;  stretched  a  ropo  across,  and  forbade  all 
communication  between  the  two  ends  of  the 
ship.  Slight  as  this  barrier  would  seem,  it 
proved  sufficient,  and  during  the  time  the 
passengers  remained  aboard,  not  a  case  of 
cholera  occurred  aft  of  the  cordon  sanitaire* 
Besides  this,  the  suspected  water  closet  was 
shut  up,  and  all  excretions  were  received  into 
a  couple  of  huge  copper  kettles,  impressed  for 
this  service,  and  partially  filled  with  water 
covered  with  an  inch  or  two  of  oil ;  they  were 
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disinfected  beneath  the  oil,  with  carbolic  acid, 
and  then  thrown  overboard. 

The  oil  was  used  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Rich,  that  if  a  layer  of  it  in  the  neck  of  a  wine 
flask  would  preserve  its  contents  indefinitely, 
the  same  means  might  prevent  the  escape  of 
any  poisonous  emanations  from  the  discharges. 
It  had  occurred  to  him  that  this  disinfection 
of  the  discharges  was,  perhaps,  one  reason 
why  the  disease  did  not  spread  from  the 
Atlanta  by  infecting  the  water  about  her. 
The  erroneous  and  dangerous  views  on 

quarantine,  based  on  hypothetical  considera- 
tions, which  have  been  lately  advocated  by 

some  prominent  writers,  render  such  essays 

as  this  of  Dr.  Carroll,  and  such  pointed  ex- 
amples as  this  of  Dr.  Sayre  peculiarly  appro- 

priate, and  we  hope  they  will  both  attract 
general  attentioa. 

DOCTOBS  OF  LAWS. 

When  men  venture  into  lines  of  thought 

which  demand  a  special  preparatory  training 
without  such  training,  they  rarely  think 
clearly.  The  unexperienced  layman  who  sets 

about  discussing  the  "  origin  of  epidemics" 
for  example,  very  surely  sets  up  some  patent 
absurdity  instead  of  a  sound  theory.  All  of 

us  are  willing  to  recognize  the  truth  of  this  ex- 
ample, but  few  of  us  see  that  we  ourselves  are 

certain  to  commit  equally  marked  blunders 

when  we  trespass  on  other  professions.  The 
principles  of  law,  for  instance,  which  protect 
individual  rights,  are  not  in  the  grasp  of  every 
tyro,  nor  of  every  educated  man,  but  only  of 
those  who  have  toiled  for  years  to  master 
them. 

The  truth  of  this  is  conspicuously  manifest 

in  the  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  of 

the  State  Medical  Society  of  New  York,  re- 
ported in  the  current  volume  of  this  journal, 

page  152,  et  seq.  In  his  address  the  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  ¥m.  C.  Wey,  said : 

"A  spirit  has  been  manifested  where  we 
would  not  have  looked  for  evidence  of  such 
disregard  of  the  obligations  of  professional 
obedience  and  discipline,  to  cut  short  the  pro- 

cess of  investigation  of  preferred  charges 

against  a  member,  in  a  properly  qualified' medical  society,  by  an  appeal  to  the  civil 
courts  to  restrain  the  course  of  the  inquiry  by 
a  summary  injunction.  Such  a  procedure  is 
subversive  of  morals  as  well  as  justice,  and 
effectually  puts  an  end  to  all  attempts  to  en- 

force compliance  with  the  salutary  rules  by 
which  voluntary  and  chartered  organizations 
are  sustained  and  perpetuated.  It  strikes  at 
the  very  root  of  authority,  by  first  assuming 
to  be  loyal  and  subject  to  it  and  afterward  re- 

belling against  its  power  in  a  way  so  treach- 
erous and  cowardly  that  but  one  course  is  left 

for  a  society  thus  compelled  to  yield  to  the  in- 
terference of  the  officer  of  the  law,  and  that 

is  promptly  to  expel  the  revolutionary  mem- 
ber ;  or  if  prevented  by  additional  legal  hin- 
derances,  to  cease  to  hold  social  or  professional 

relations  with  him." 
Following  out  this  suggestion  of  the  presi- 

dent, apparently,  at  a  later  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings a  member  offered  the  following  reso- 

lutions, which  were  adopted : 

"Whereas,  the  Code  of  Ethics  to  which 
this  society  and  the  various  county  societies 
acknowledge  allegiance,  provides  appropriate 
and  sufficient  means  for  obtaining  redress  in 
all  matters  of  differences  between  physicians. 

"  Resolved,  That  any  physician  prefering 
charges,  or  against  whom  charges  may  have 
been  preferred,  who  shall  resort  to  courts  of 
law  or  any  legal  process,  shall  be  considered 
unworthy  of  membership  in  medical  societies  ; 
and  if  a  member,  shall  be  declared  expelled 
by  the  president  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the 
society  to  which  the  offender  may  belong. 

u  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  American  Medical  Society." 

Of  course  we  all  know  the  recent  case  in 

New  York  city  which  impelled  the  society  to 

this  action;  but  withdrawing  our  attention 

from  any  one  case,  let  us  examine  the  princi- 
ple of  law  and  the  tendency  of  legislation  here 

involved. 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  distinctly  im- 
plied assertion  that  the  laws,  the  judiciary, 

and  the  courts  which  protect  men  in  all  other 
relations  and  business  of  their  lives,  are  utterly 

unadequate  when  applied  to  the  relations  of 
physicians!  Not  only  this,  but  that  any 
physician  who  believes  his  reputation,  or  his 
business,  or  his  rights  as  a  man  and  a  citizen, 
are  injured  by  a  formally  organized  society, 
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tioned by  ages,  under  which  justice  is  secured 

to  all  (other)  men,  under  penalty  of  public 
repudiation  by  his  associates  in  business ! 

Again,  the  tendency  of  this  resolution  is 
directly  contrary  to  the  best  recent  legislation, 
as  it  aims  to  annul  still  more  completely  what 
insufficient  rights  are  at  present  vested  in  leg- 

islative minorities.  Most  sound  political 
thinkers  have  been  engaged  in  devising 
schemes  by  which  the  minority  should  be  pro- 

tected, but  here  is  a  body  of  pandits  who 
would  make  the  majority  omnipotent ! 
The  preamble,  however,  states  that  the 

"  Code  of  Ethics"  (save  the  mark)  provides 
sufficient  means  for  obtaining  redress  in  all 
matters  of  difference  between  physicians. 
The  naive  simplicity  of  this  statement  is  de- 

lightful. It  is  true  ;  and  so  it  is  also  true  that 

the  Code  of  Statute  Law  of  New  York  State, 

and  the  enactments  of  all  civilized  countries, 
provide  sufficient  means  for  redressing  griev- 

ances ;  but  no  code  and  no  statutes  insist  that 

a  court  of  first  instance  shall  be  final,  and 

that  an  appellant  is  ipso  facto  condemned. 
The  tendency  of  law  is  just  the  contrary,  and 
the  courts  and  forms  of  law  are  precisely  the 

means  devised  to  carry  into  effect  this  pro- 
vision of  statutes. 

When  a  minority  cannot  obtain  the  redress 

they  demand  under  the  code,  or  especially  if 
an  individual  is  attacked  in  his  business  and  suf- 

fers pecuniarily,  he  has  an  indefeasible  right 
to  call  to  his  aid  the  law  of  the  land.  There 

is  no  analogy  between  such  cases  and  those 

which  occur  in  secret  organizations  or  com- 
mercial boards.  The  former  involves  no  pub- 

licity, and  the  violations  of  rules  taken  cog- 
nizance of  by  the  latter  mean  also  dishon- 

esty. Medical  Societies  publish  their  proceed- 
ings, and  many  of  the  offenses  they  punish 

cannot  be  construed  as  misdemeanors,  but  are 
breaches  of  etiquette. 
Even  the  conservative  priesthood  of  the 

Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  Episcopal 
Churches  do  not  carry  this  exclusiveness  to 

the  extent  proposed  in  these  resolutions. 
The  appeal  to  civil  law  from  canon  law  is  not 
unusual  in  both,  and  entails  no  degradation  of 
the  appellant. 

If,  when  a  physician  joins  a  medical  society, 
he  is  forced  to  renounce  the  protection  which 
the  civil  law  extends  over  his  reputation,  his 
business  and  his  prosperity,  he  commits  a 
foolish  action ;  and  if  societies,  which  pretend 

and  ought  to  be  scientific  and  protective,  adopt 
such  rules,  they  sign  their  own  death  warrant. 
If  they  do  not  violate  the  law  they  need  not 
be  afraid  of  it. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

A  Censor  Wanted. 

We  quoted,  not  long  since,  an  article  from 
the  transactions  of  a  State  Medical  Society. 
Some  friend  has  since  sent  us  a  paper  with  a 

staring  advertisement  of  "  Anti-bilious  Pills  " 
by  the  author  of  the  article.  We  are  pro- 

foundly astonished  that  a  State  Medical  So- 
ciety allows  one  of  their  members  thus  to 

play  the  quack  in  open  defiance  of  every  rule 
of  ethics  ;  and  if  the  society  in  question  does 
not  reform  itself  in  this  particular,  it  cannot 
retain  its  standing  with  its  sister  societies. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Treatment  of  Anemia. 
Eds  Med.  and  Stjrg.  Reporter  : 

In  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter 
of  February  10,1872,  is  a  cas>  reported  by 
Dr.  George  A.  Way,  M.  D.,  in  which  I  feel 
much  interested.  The  doctor  calls  it  a  case 
of  leucocythemia,  and  perhaps  such  it  was. 
But  what  is  leucocythemia  ?  This  condition 
of  the  blood  is  probably  yet  unexplained. 
The  white  corpuscles  may  yet  be  imperfect 
red  ones,  and  no  doubt  unmetamorphosed 
chyle-corpuscles  are  frequently  formed  in  the 
blood. 

On  my  graduation  in  medicine,  in  the  spring 
of  1837,  1,  as  most  young  men  and  sanguine 
physicians,  had  all  the  diseases  "  which  flesh 
is  heir  to,"  well  defined  and  standing  out 
prominently  before  my  mind.  I  only  wished 
an  opportunity  to  stand  at  the  bedside  of  the 
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sick,  diagnose  the  disease  and  make  my  cura- 
tive power  manifest  at  once.  Since  then  my 

wish  has  been  abundantly  gratified,  and  I 
have  practically  learned  that  "  Distance  lends 
enchantment  to  the  view."  I  have  found 
disease  at  the  bedside  differ  very  much  from 
that  I  heard  in  the  lecture-room,  or  read  in 
the  books.  Yet  without  the  lectures  and  the 
books  what  a  Don  Quixote  of  a  doctor  I  would 
have  been.  My  Rosinante  might  probably 
have  been  more  frequently  in  requisition;  but 
my  prescriptions  would  have  been  as  wild  as 
the  mad  knight's  encounters.  I  regard  this 
case  of  Dr.  Way's  as  one  almost  of  child 
murder  from  educational  stuffing. 

This  little  girl  should  have  been  taken  from 
school,  or  her  mental  labor  much  reduced, 
months  before  she  came  under  the  doctor's 
notice.  In  these  anemic  cases  experience  has 
incontrovertibly  shown  that  the  ferruginous 
preparations  are  our  main  reliance.  Of  course 
adjuvants  and  a  nutritious  diet  must  by  no 
means  be  neglected.  And  just  here  let  me  say 
that  the  miserable  "  slop,"  called  beef-tea 
holds  a  much  higher  place  in  the  diet  of  the 
sick  than  it  deserves.  It  contains  compara- 

tively no  nourishment,  and  prepared  by  the 
most  dexterous  or  intelligent  nurse,  is  at  best 
but  a  nauseous  dose. 

I  have  had  some  anemic  cases  in  my 
practice.  A  little  girl,  five  years  old,  came 
under  my  care,  some  two  years  since \  with 
many  symptoms  sim  lar  to  Dr.  Way's  case. 
She  was  a  child  of  lymphatic  temperament, 
full  habit,  and  for  more  than  a  year  had  been 
assuming  a  more  and  more  pale  appearance. 
She  lived  in  a  malarial  district,  and  had  chills. 
She  was  passing  large  quantities  of  limpid 
urine,  but  neither  saccharine  nor  albuminous. 
Her  legs  and  feet  pitted  on  pressure.  She 
had  been  under  treatment,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  kind,  till  the  doctor  got  tired  of  his  case 
and  abandoned  it. 

I  took  charge  of  the  case,  and  my  patient 
got  well,  and  has  now  been  in  the  enjoyment 
of  robust  health  more  than  a  year.  My  treat- 

ment for  this  case  was  principally  tr.  ferri. 
chloridi,  and  quinife  sulphas  ;  occasionallv  in- 

termitted wi!  h  Fowler's  solution,  which  I  think 
had  much  agency  in  breaking  up  the  chills. 
My  patient  had  no  neuralgia,  an  1  I  think  in 
Dr.  Way's  case  a  few  hypodermic  injections, 
of  a  1-12  or  1-16  grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia, 
would  h  ve  cured  that  pain  "  over  the  frontal 
eminence  of  right  side  of  forehead."  It  was 
unfortunate  that  a  post-mortem  was  not  made 
as  that,  quite  likely,  would  have  dispelled  the 
phantom  of  a  tumor  of  any  kind. 

Respectfully,  &c, 
L.  G.  Morley. 

Wooster,  0.,  Feb.  28, 1872. 

The  Bites  of  Venomous  Snakes.  < 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: 

In  looking  over  the  Reporter  of  Januarv 
27th  I  was  much  pleased  with  the  remarks  of 
Dr.  Todd  on  ammonia  in  poisoning,  and  I 

was  especially  amused  with  his  bachelor  snake 
story.  Having  had  a  considerable  number  of 
snake  bitten  patients  since  I've  been  in  the 
medical  profession,  I  too,  have  a  few  "  snake 
stories"  ̂ and  one  about  a  bachelor),  some  of 
which  I  will  give,  subject  to  your  disposal. 

While  I  was  a  student  of  medicine  in  my 
father's  office  I  knew  a  young  man  who  was 
bitten  by  a  water-moccasin  under  water,  and 
died  from  the  bite.  He  and  some  of  his 
neighbors  were  fishing  with  a  seine,  and  while 
hauling  the  seine  in  water  four  feet  deep,  he 
stepped  upon  something  and  felt  it  sting  his 
foot.  Drawing  himself  up  by  the  pole  of  the 
seine,  the  snake  was  coiled  around  his  foot 
and  ankle  with  its  fangs  still  fastened  in  the 
flesh  above  one  of  the  larger  veins  of  the  foot. 
My  father  was  immediately  sent  for,  but  the 
young  man,  who  lived  some  eight  miles  from 
us,  died  before*  his  arrival,  thus  proving  two 
things — that  the  moccasin  is  more  poisonous 
than  is  generally  supposed,  and  that  he  can 
inflict  a  deadly  wound  deep  down  under  water. 
Another  remarkable  case  occurred  in  my  own 
practice,  in  the  month  of  February,  1866. 
The  circumstances  were  as  follows : 

A  young  man  who  was  cleariog  new  ground, 
after  removing  all  of  the  best  timber,  put 
the  brush  and  useless  logs  in  large  heaps, 
and  burned  them.  Near  one  of  these  burning 
heaps  was  a  large  hollow  stump  in  which  a 
venomous  old  copperhead  was  whilhig  away 
the  frosty  hours  of  winter,  enjoying  his  otium 
cum  dignitate,  with  all  the  stoicism  of  a  torpid 
state.  The  old  fellow  felt  the  life  reviving 
power  of  the  heat,  and  supposing  that  sol  was 
again  shedding  the  rays  of  summer's  warmth for  his  especial  benefit,  he  roused  himself 
from  his  lethargy,  and  gliding  slowly  from  his 
winter  quarters,  coiled  himself  up  near  the 
fire,  where  he  basked  as  happy  as  a  king.  Just 
before  bedtime,  as  is  usual,  the  young  man 
went  out  to  mend  up  his  heaps  for  the  night, 
and  while  ia  the  act  of  picking  up  some  pieces 
of  brush,  was  bitten  m  the  finger  by  the  cop- 

perhead. It  was  by  far  the  worse  case  I 
have  ever  seen,  though  the  bite  was  inflicted 
in  very  cold  weather. 

The  symptoms  in  this  case  were  especially 
alarming.  There  was  great  prostration  of  the 
system,  with  intermiitent  pulse,  dilated  pupils 
and  a  feeling  of  intense  oppression  about  the 
h<  art;  and  I  was  fearful  for  several  days  that 
he  would  die;  but  after  enduring  extreme 
suffering  he  finally  recovered.  During  the 
same  year  I  had  three  more  cases  bitten  by 
copperheads,  and  among  them  one  of  my  own 
children,  a  little  girl  two  years  old,  who  was 
bitten  in  the  palm  of  the  right  hand  and 
barely  escaped  with  her  life.  Here  allow  me 
to  ask  a  question  which  has  often  suggested 
itself  to  my  mind.  Has  the  bite  of  a  venomous 
serpent,  inflicted  in  early  childhood,  any 
tendency  to  dwarf  the  growth  of  the  child? 
I  have  seen  several  instances  of  vigorous 
children  in  whom  growth  seem  to  have  been 
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arrested  or  at  least  greatly  retarded  from  the 
time  of  the  bite.. 

Besides  these  cases  I  have  seen  many  more 
bitten  by  copperheads,  and  other  poisonous 
snakes,  but  the  only  fatal  case  which  has  oc- 

curred in  my  own,  or  my  father's  practice,  was the  one  mentioned  abrye. 
My  treatment  is  by  no  means  a  pe.w^ob^i 

Sometimes  I  excise  the  wound,  but  more  fre- 
quently enlarge  it  by  free  incisions,  and  then 

apply  a  cupping  glass  as  speedily  as  possible 
over  the  wound,  and  re-apply  as  long  as  the 
blood  runs  freely.  In  the  meantime  I  never 
neglect  to  bandage  the  limb  firmly  above  the 
wound,  and  administer  brandy  or  whisky 
and  the  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia  freely 
internally.  I  also  use  the  dilute  aqua  ammonia 
locally  eitner  in  the  form  of  a  cataplasm  (as 
spoken  of  by  Dr.  TopD),:or  by  thick  layers  of 
lint  or  linen  cloth  saturated  with  it  and  covered 
with  oiled  silk.  The  coppei  heads  which  in- 

flicted bites  upon  the  genital  organs  of  the 

old  bachelor  near  "Wheeling,  Va.,  were  ignor- 
ant of  the  I>i vine  promise  u  the  seed  of  the 

woman  shall  bruise  the  serpent's  heal  ;"  at 
any  rate  their  actions  in  this  particular  in- 

stance were  exactly  vice  ve<  sa ;  however,  entre 
nous,  allow  me  to  remark  that  I  very  much 
admire  their  good  taste  and  judgment  in 
discriminating  so  justly  in  favor  of  married 
men. 
Now  then  for  my  bachelor  snake  story,  and 

I  am  done.  In  the  fall  of  1864  I  saw  an  old 
bachelor  who  had  been  bitten  by  a  copper- 

head. The  case  was  not  a  serious  one,  and 
the  man  recovered  finely ;  but  they  say  the 
snake  died  in  less  than  one  hour  after  he  bit  the 
bachelor  ;  however,  I  cannot  vouch  for  the 
truth  of  this,  as  I  only  saw  the  man. 

R.  L.  Payne,  M.  D. 
Lexington,  N.  C.,  Feb. ,1872. 

Gynaecological  Practice. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

In  your  issue  of  February  10th  I  find  an 
article  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  BAHNSON,of  Salem, 
N.  C.,upon  the  subject  of  gynecology  ;  and  as 
the  whole  thing  seems  to  have  been  conceived 
in  a  hostile  feeling  to  an  article  of  my  own, 
which  appeared  in  the  Reporter  of  Decem- 

ber 23,  1871,  signed  "  Medicus,"  I  beg  per- 
mission to  oif  r  a  word  in  reply. 

As  there  seems  to  have  probably  been  some 
misapprehension  of  my  position  by  the  above 
mentioned  writer,  as  regards  the  pursuit  of 
gynaecological  practice,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  that  when  the  matter  is  in  scientific 
hands,  conducted  by  men  who  have  a  proper 
appreciation  of  its  importance,  there  is  no 
department,  of  medical  and  surgical  science 
more  legitimate  or  more  conductive  to 
the  welfare  of  suffering  humanity. 
That  posterity  will  honor  the  names  of 

Meigs,  Sims,  Stoker,  Atlee,  Emmet  and 
Thomas,  equally  with  those  of  Gross,  Bed- 

ford, Hamilton  and  Dickinson,  I  make  no 

doubt.  It  is  not  to  gynaecological  science  and 
practice,  nor  to  names  like  those  above,  that 
my  remarksof  December  23d  were  intended  to 
apply,  but  to  a  class  of  mercenary  scoundrels 
who  set  themselves  up  as  general  practitioners, 
one  of  whom  may  be  found  in  almost  every 
neighborhood,  who,  to  hide  their  ignorance  of 
the  real  nature  of  maladies  they  are  called  to 
treat,  are  glad  to  satisfy  the  morbid  credulity 

of  many  of  their  patients  by  a*  grave  declara- 
tion that  they  have  "  the  falling  of  the  womb," 

"  the  womb  disease,"  etc.  I  am  personally 
cognizant  of  more  than  one  such  professional 
parasite  ;  and  those  who,  as  before  stated,  are 
looked  up  to  by  the  community  as  men  of 
wonderful  genius.  The  practitioner  ( I  will  not 
call  him  doctor)  is  here  the  culpable  party, 
and  I  think  it  doing  God's  service  to  warn  an 
unsuspecting  public  against  their  nefarious machinations. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  assure  the  doctor  that 
my  estimate  of  the  character  of  gynaecologi- 

cal treatment  and  practice,  and  the  estimate 
which  should  be  placed  upon  the  efforts  of  the 
"  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston,"  ought  to 
be  as  proper  subjects  for  my  eulogies  as  for" 
his  own,  as  I  have  the  honor  of  being  "  part 
and  parcel  "  of  said  society,  holding  member- 

ship since  its  earliest  organization. 
Hoping  that  the  criticisms  on  my  former 

article  will  be  to  the  readers  of  the  Reporter 
my  sufficient  excuse  for  thus  detaining  them 
with  this  rather  personal  effusion,  I  am  yet 
their  fnend,  J.  P.  Chesney. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Feb.  18, 1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

The  O.  JE.  Society. 

A  large  and  brilliant  assemblage  of  beauty 
and  fashion  greeted  the  society  of  the  Order 
of  iEsculapius  at  their  eighth  annual  reunion, 
on  Monday  evening,  February  26th,  1872, 
crowding  the  capacious  theatergof  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College  to  its  utmost  capac- 

ity. Long  before  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
commencement  ot  the  exercises  "  standing 
room  "  was  at  a  high  premium. 

The  O.  JE.  Society  was  originated  in  the 
year  1863  by  some  of  the  students  of  Bellevue, 
and  had  for  its  object  the  promotion  of  study 
and  the  discussion  of  matters  medical  and 
scientific.  It  soon  attracted  the  favorable  no- 

tice of  the  faculty,  from  whom  it  received 
much  valuable  assistance,  and  it  now  numbers 
many  hundred  members,  most  of  whom  are 
Alumni  of  Bellevue  College.  Two  qualifica- 

tions are  necessary  for  admission  to  the  soci- 
ety, viz. :  To  be  of  good  moral  character  and 

a  student  of  Bellevue. 
The  following  programme  comprised  the 

order  of  exercises : 
Grand  March :  Piano. 
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Invocation  by  the  chaplain  :  Alfred  B. 
Beach,  D.  D. 

President's  Salutation,  J.  Wallace  Whim- 
sie,  M.  D. 

Aria,  Lucia  de  quest  Anima,  Mme.  Alfred. 
Honorary  Address,  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Hepworth. 
Solo:  The  heart  bowed  down,  Mr.  E.  J. 

Post. 
INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

President — J.  Wallace  McWhinnie,  M.  D. 
1st  Vice  President— William  Carr. 
2d  Yice  President— H.  G.  Bidwell. 
Recording  Secretary— Willis  J.  Estep. 
Corresponding  Secretary — S.  Hemingway. 
Treasurer — S.  P.  Hammond. 
Duet(by  request  )  Master  and  Pupil:  Madame 

Alfred  and  Mr.  C.  Anderson. 

SENTIMENTS. 

"  Our  Alma  Mater  :"  Leroy  Milton  Yale, 
M.D.  

y 
Piano  Solo  :  Mr.  W.  R.  Johnston. 
"  The  Faculty  :"  Prof.  Wm.  T.  Lusk.M.  D. 
Song— The  White  Squall :  Mr.  E.  J.  Post. 
"  The  Class  of  71  :"  S.  P.  Hammond. 
Temperance  Medley—  The  Green  Mountain 

Yankee  :  Mr.  C.  Anderson. 

"  The  O.  M. :"  Ramon  Araabile,  M.  D. 
Aria— Robert  toi  que  j'Aime  :  Mme.  Alfred. 
"The  Ladies:"  Prof.  A.  B.  Crosby.  M.  D. 
The  Trio — Te  sol  quest  Anima  :  sung  in  a 

splendid  manner  by  Madame  Alfred  and 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Post,  closed  the  enter- 
tainment. 

The  Diploma  Traffic. 

The  investigation  into  this  disgraceful 
trade  was  continued  on  February  17th.  We 
extract  the  following  brief  summary  of  the 
evidence  elic  ted  from  an  editorial  in  the 
Public  Ledger,  February  21 : 

One  of  the  witnesses,  who  either  is  or  has 
been  a  "  professor  "  in  one  of  them,  and  who 
seems  to  have  had  intercourse  with  both, 
when  asked  if  he  knew  anything  of  the  sale 
of  diplomas,  or  if  Dr.  Paine  had  ever  asked 
him  to  sell  diplomas  as  agent,  or  if  he  was 
was  ever  present  when  Paine  offered  to  sell 
diplomas,  refused  to  answer  on  the  ground 
that  he  might  "  criminate  himself."  This 
same  witness,  however,  subsequently  ad- 

mitted that  he  had  had  blank  diplomas  of 
both  Paine's  and  Buchanan's  esrablish- 
ments  in  his  possession  ;  was  about  to  make 
the  selling  of  diplomas  a  business  before  the 
passage  of  the  late  act  of  Assembly  making  it a  criminal  offense  ;  that  he  had  never  sold  but 
one,  but  that  he  would  have  signed  one  of 
them  ''quicker  than  a  wink,"  if  he  could have  made  money  by  it. 

Buchanan,  of  the  Pine  street  establishment, 
admitted  that  one  of  his  degrees  had  been 
sent  to  Schuylkill  county  to  a  man  who  had 
not  appeared  for  examination,  said  man  hav- 

ing afterward  made  a  donation  of  $25;  and 

that  another  man  in  Huntingdon  county  had 
received  a  degree  after  a  two  week's  course, 
and  on  the  presentation  of  tickets  for  lec- 

tures he  had  attended  elsewhere  I  Paine 
admitted  that  diplomas  had  been  issued  from 
his  concern  after  attendance  upon  one  course, 
in  ca-es  where  the  recipients  had  already 
practiced  medicine  for  a  long  time  !  Another 
witness,  one  of  these  broods  of  "  doctors," 
testified  that  he  had  bought  a  scholarship  for 
$75,  in  the  Philadelphia  (Paine's)  University ; 
thought  that  the  scholarship  entitled  him 
to  attend  when  he  pleased,  could  not  tell 
anything  about  his  attendance,  wrote  no 
medical  thesis,  passed  no  "  regular  "  exami- 

nation ;  but  he  got  his  diploma.  Another 
testified  to  his  knowledge  of  a  diploma  having 
been  issued  by  Paine  for  $70,  to  a  man  who 
had  attended  no  course  of  study.  Still  another, 
"  an  herb  doctor,"  a  colored  man,  testified 
that  he  had  never  attended  any  course  of  lec- 

tures, but  had  received,  through  a  Dr.  Bis- 
sell,  from  Dr.  Buchanan  a  diploma  as  "  a 
mark  of  honor  " — but  a  political  campaign  was 
then  going  on  and  one  of  these  doctors  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Legislature.  Yet  another, 
also  a  colored  man,  had  been  favored  with  a 
Paine  diploma,  which  was  hung  up  in  his 
office  during  his  absence  ;  and  yet  another 
had  received  a  Buchanan  diploma  after  at- 

tending one  course,  bui  he  had  been  practic- 
ing for  twenty  years  before  that. 

But  the  most  extraordinary  portions  of  this 
testimony  yet  remain  to  be  told.  A  "doctor," 
who  described  his  business  to  be  "  studying 
and  practicing  medicine,"  mentioned  among 
his  qualifications  that  he  had  been  "  janitor 
for  seven  years"  in  a  Baltimore  medical  school; 
he  also  had  a  diploma  from  a  botanical  col- 

lege in  the  West  Indies,  and  intended  to  get 
another  from  Buchanan,  but  that  the  latter 
charged  too  much  !  This,  however,  does  not 
equal  the  evidence  of  James  McShane,  who 
has  been  some  sort  of  an  attendant  in  the  dis- 

secting room  of  both  the  ''Philadelphia"  and 
the  "  Eclectic." 

He  says  he  "worked"  for  Dr.  Paine,  and 
"did  some  work"  for  the  "Eclectic;"  he 
was  no  graduate,  but  in  Paine's  establish- 

ment he  sometimes  "  ran  the  dissecting 
room,"  and  "  acfcd  as  teach  r ;  "  he  was  also 
offered  a  professorship  in  the  American  Uni- 

versity, then  at  Tenth  and  Chestnut,  and  a 
'w  Professorship  of  Anatomy  "  in  the  "Eclec- 

tic." He  had  been  offered  diplomas  to  sell, 
and  had  been  asked  by  Dr.  Paine  to  teach. 

Such  aie  specimens  of  the  abuses  which  the 
Reporter  has  repeatedly  brought  before  not 
merely  the  profession,  but  the  deans  and  pro- 

fessors of  the  regular  medical  colleges  in  this 
city,  and  have  urged  their  correction  over  and 
oyer  again,  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  fruitlessly. 
The  supineness  of  those  who  should  have 
united  to  put  a  stop  to  this  traffic  long  ago 
must  be  now  to  all  a  matter  of  extreme  regret. 
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The  Hotel  Dieu,  Paris. 

One  of  the  most  ornamental  of  the  public 
buildings,  so  lavishly  ordered  by  the  late  Im- 

perial Government  in  France,  has  just  been 
condemned  as  unfit  for  its  purpose.  It  was 
a  new  erection  for  the  chief  hospital  in  I'aris, 
and  its  total  cost  was  enormous;  but  the 
Society  of  Hospital  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
has  unanimously  resolved  that,  in  its  con- 

struction, it  does  cot  fulfill  the  conditions  re- 
quired by  a  hospital  in  the  present  state  of 

scientific  and  hygienic  knowledge.  Two 
members  of  the  society  proposed  the  reduc- 

tion of  the  eight  hundred  beds  to  four  hun- 
dred, and  using  them  for  the  reception  of 

patients  suffering  with  skin  diseases,  thus 
utilizing  ihe  building,  but  vitiating  the  scheme 
of  a  general  hospital.  This  proposition  has 
been  negatived,  and  some  alterations  to  the 
costly  structure  must  be  made,  casting  an  ad- 

ditional burden  on  the  citizens  of  Paris. 

Destruction   of  Scientific?  Collections,  by  the 
Chicago  Fire. 

Dr.  J.  W.Foster  and  Mr.  William  Stimp- 
son.  respectively  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  Chicago  Academy,  have  circulated  are- 
port  of  the  losses  sustained  by  their  valuable 
institution  in  the  late  conflagration.  Among 
these  are  some  collections  of  national  impor- 

tance, such  as  that  made  by  the  Audubon  club, 
the  entomological  collection  of  Mr.  B.  D. 
Walsh,  the  illustrations  of  the  natural  history 
of  Alaska,  the  Smithsonian  Crustacea,  and 
many  others  of  more  or  less  importance.  With 
characteristic  energy  and  courage  the  trustees 
have  announced  the  intended  reconstruction 
of  the  buildings,  and  the  recommencement  of 
the  publication  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
Academy. 
The  large  general  collection,  illustrating 

American  natural  history,  was  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  complete  in  this  country,  and 
great  efforts  will  be  necessary  to  replace  the 
specimens.  Assistance  from  the  museums  of 
Europe,  many  of  which  have  duplicates,  may 
be  relied  on ;  and  similar  institutions  in  the 
United  States  would  do  well  to  help,  with  all 
their  power,  the  noble  collection  of  the  Chicago 
Academy,  now  struggling  to  regain  her  posi- 

tion and  renown  among  the  almce  maters  of 
science  in  America. 

A  Novel  Surgical  Operation 
was  recently  performed  by  a  San  Francisco 
physician.  The  patient  had  been  shot.  The 
bullet  entered  the  right  side,  a  Utile  above  the 
hip,  and  in  probing  the  wound  the  surgeon 
discovered  where  the  bullet  lav-  He  was 
compelled  to  enlarge  the  orifice  of  the  wound 
in  order  to  introduce  the  forceps,  aud  had  just 
got  that  instrument  on  the  bullet,  when  the 
wounded  man,  who  was  under  the  influence  of 
liquor,  st  uck  him  a  powerful  blow  on  Ihe  side 
of  the  head,  which  caused  him  to  fall  to  the 

floor.  He  then  ran  away,  and  when  the 
doctor  recovered  himself,  he  found  the  forceps 
in  one  corner  of  the  room  and  near  the  in- 

strument was  the  bullet,  which  had  been 
extracted  by  the  force  of  the  blow.  The 
doctor  says  that  as  a  surgical  operation  it  was 
a  complete  success,  but  still  he  is  not  partial 
to  the  method. 

Antidote  to  Carbolic  Acid. 
The  use  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  disinfectant, 

now  so  common  everywhere,  is  fraught  with 
danger,  as  it  is  a  virulent  poison  ;  and  if  it  be 
accidentally  taken  internally,  an  effective  an- 

tidote will  be  necessary.  Dr.  Rusemann,  of 
Gottingen,  suggests,  for  counteracting  its  ef- 

fects on  the  stomach,  a  new  prepara  ion, 
which  he  calls  calcaria  saccharafa  (saccharate 
of  lime),  prepared  by  dissolving  16  parts  re- 

fined sugar  in  40  parts  water,  and  adding  5 
parts  slaked  lime.  Digest  the  mixture  for  three 
days,  stir  occasionally,  filter  and  evaporate  to 
dryness. 

QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 

Dr.  G.  M.  G.,  of  Ohio,  sen  da  a  catalogue  of  a  so-called Medical  College  of  this  city,  with  a  matriculant  list  of 
over  three  hundred  and  fifty,  and  a  graduating  class  of 
over  one  hundred,  and  asks  if  it  is  a  legitimate  college  or 
a  humbug.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  never  heard  of 
even  one  hundred  students  being  in  attendance  on  its 
lectures— and  as  to  its  graduating  class,  we  really  believe 
it  is  much  larger  than  its  class  of  bona  file  matriculants. 
The  modus  operandi  of  the  whole  concern  will  probably 
be  made  public  in  the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  State 
Legislature  into  certain  alleged  irregularities  in  confer- rals diplomas  on  the  part  of  some  institutions  of  this  city. 
One  thing,  however,  we  can  inform  our  correspondent — 
its  "  degrees  "  are  not  worth  the  paper  they  are  written  on. 

MARRIAGES. 

Bishop— Wells— February  20,  1872.  at  the  residence  of 
N.  Wells,  M.  D.,  at  Meshoppen,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  S.  F.  Colt, 
Mr  Joseph  W.  Bishop,  oi  Towanda,  and  Miss  Mary  H. 
Wells,  of  Meshoppen. 
Fitzgekald— McCobklk.— At  Columbia, Pa.,  February 

1  ,  by  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Owen,  Dr.  J.  A.  Fitzgerald.  U.  S  A., 
and  Emily  L.  McCorkle,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  William 
S.  McCorkle.  of  Columbia. 
Gordon— Marshall — February  15th,  at  the  residence 

of  the  bride's  fattier  in  Georgetown,  Ohio,  by  the  Rev. S.  N.  Ma  sh,  Dr.  S.  C  Gordon  and  Olivia,  daughter  of 
Wm.  S.  Marshall,  all  of  the  above  place. 
Slate — Weight — February  13th,  in  the  Broadway 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  by  the 
Rev.  James  H.  Biown,  1).  1).,  Hyman  A.  Slate,  of  Wil- 
liam^port,  Pa.,  and  M.  Virgie  Wright,  only  daughter  of  J. 
W  Wright,  M.  D.,  of  Baltimore  and  granddaughter  of 
Dr.  Matthew  Grier,  deceased,  formally  of  Williamsport. 
Wallace— Scott— At  the  residence  of  the  bride's 

mother,  near  New  Baltimore,  Ohio,  Februarv  22d,  1872, 
by  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Myers,  Dr.  W.  H.  Wallace,  of  New 
Haven,  Ohio,  and  Miss  Albiua  Scott,  daughter  of  the  late 
And  ew  Scott. 

DEATHS. 
Blackwood.— At  her  residence,  at  Haddonfield,  N.  J., 

on  the  29th  ult.,  Mary  Ann  B'ackwood,  widow  of  the  late Dr.  B.  W.  Blackwood,  in  the  66th  year  of  her  «ge. 
Hliss  In  New  York,  February  28th,  Caroline,  infant 

daughter  of  Harriet  M.  and  Charles  Bliss,  M.  D.,  aged 15  days. 
Burd-— Tn  this  city.  March  4th,  of  pneumonia,  Lilly 

Twiggs,  wi  e  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Burd,  and  daughter  of  Edward 
Ship  pen,  Esq.,  in  the  22d  vear  of  her  age. 
Hawks  On  the  2d  inst.,  at  his  late  residence,  in 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  John  Hawks,  in  the  69th  year  of  his 

age. 
Wetch— At  Crab  Orchard,  Ky.,  February  10th,  Dr. 

Thomas  Welch,  aged  about  67. 
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Original  Department. 

Communications, 

diabetes  and  its  treatment. 

By  Dr.  J.  Y.  Shearer, 
Of  Sinking  Springs,  Pa. 

In  the  number  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Reporter,  for  August  5, 1871,  appeared 

a  report  of  mine  made  to  the  Medical  Society 
of  Berks,  on  a  case  of  saccharine  diabetes, 
in  which  report  a  new,  and,  as  I  believe,  an 
infallible  remedy  for  that  disease  was  given  ; 
and  in  the  number  for  September  3,  1871,  ap- 

peared an  article  from  the  pen  of  Ralph  S. 

Goodwin,  M.  D.  (Thomaston,  Conn.),  "pooh, 
poohing"  the  remedy,  and  criticising  the 
treatment.  As  I  was,  at  that  time,  engaged 
on  several  cases,  most  of  which  were  of  recent 
standing,  none  reaching  nine  months,  I  was 
not  well  prepared  to  say  anything  further  to 
the  profession  on  the  subject;  nor  was  I  will- 
ling  then  to  notice  the  comments  of  the  doc- 

tor ;  but  as  the  cases  which  I  then  had  on 
hand  have,  for  weeks  past,  been  cured,  and 
remain  so ;  and,  as  on  the  followiDg  week, 
September  29, 1871,  there  came  to  my  hands 
a  case  of  cwo  years'  standing,  of  which  I  will 
hereafter  speak  more  in  detail,  I  concluded  to 
be  silent  until  the  remedy  was  more  fully 
tested.  Indeed,  I  had  thought  of  passing  the 
article  by  in  silence,  but,  inasmuch  as  it  ap- 

peared in  your  journal,  which  I  regard  as  one 
of  the  best  published  in  this  country,  I  have 
thought  it  advisable  to  notice  it. 

I  will  now  state  that  five  different  cases  of 
diabetes,  well  defined,  have  come  under  my 
own  observation  and  treatment,  and  have 
been  successfully  cured  ;  and  as  the  five  pa- 

tients differed  in  temperament,  habits  of  life 
and  occupation,  and  have  been  cured  by  the 

same  remedy,  I  am  fully  warranted  in  saying 
that  any  number,  however  great,  may  be 
cured  by  the  same  treatment.  I  do  not  deny 
the  possibility  of  exceptional  cases. 

One  of  the  five  patients  was  a  Mr.  J.  D.,  a 
NewEnglander;  think  he  said  from  Connec- 

ticut, a  blacksmith  by  occupation,  residing  at 
the  city  of  R.  He  stated  that  he  had  been 
nearly  nine  months  afflicted  ;  had  not  worked 
for  nearly  three  months  ;  said  he  had  several 

hundred  dollars  in  bank,  which  he  had  "saved 
up,"  and  would  pay  one  hundred  to  be  cured  \ 
that  he  had,  for  some  time  past,  been  drink- 

ing over  a  gallon  of  water  during  the  night, 
and  voiding  about  the  same  quantity  of  urine  ; 
and  that  he  had  so  much  trouble  with  frequent 
micturations  during  the  day,  and  weakness 
(flaccidity)  of  muscle,  that  he  could  not  work^ 
I  commenced  the  new  treatment  with  him 
with  tec-grain  doses,  as  prescribed  in  the  case 
reported,  and  when  he  came  the  third  week 
after  I  had  commenced  treatment,  he  informed 
me  that  he  arose  but  once  during  the  night, 
and  then  voided  less  than  a  pint  of  urine,  I 
prepared  him  medicine  for  the  fourth  week, 

and  requested  him  to  bring  along  that  "$100,r 
the  following  week,  but  that  was  the  last  time 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him.  The  next 
week,  and  the  next  week,  and  the  week  after 

passed,  but  that  patient  did  not  return.  The 
fourth  week  thereafter,  happening  to  be  at  R.,. 

I  made  inquiries  at  his  reputed  place  of  resi- 
dence, and  learned  that  he  had  entirely  re- 

covered his  health,  had  drawn  his  money  from 
bank  and  gone  west. 

As  befora  stated,  on  the  29th  of  Sptember 

Mr.  A.  S.,  set.  36,  carpenter  by  trade,  came 
to  consult  me  as  to  his  condition.  With  the 

exception  of  a  great  engorgement  of  the  abdo- 
men he  was  a  walking  skeleton  ;  his  cheeks 
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were  sunken  and  sallow,  and  his  features  bore 
the  traces  of  long  continued  suffering.  I  had 
h:m  weighed  and  found  his  weight  90  pounds. 
Upon  stripping  him  I  found  the  flesh  wasted 
on  his  body  and  limbs,  and  the  skin  tightened 
over  his  ribs,  breast  and  back  ;  and,  judging 
by  the  touch,  there  was  not  a  particle  of  flesh 
on  his  rib3  or  along  his  spine,  while  his  abdo- 

men was  distended  out  of  all  proportion  to 
his  body  ;  was  hard,  and  a  hard  cord  or  mus- 

cular band  passed  transversely  over  it.  His 
whole  weight  seemed  to  be  in  the  abdomen. 
His  tongue  was  slightly  coated  and  furred ; 
his  pulse  was  weak  and  indicated  great  de- 

bility ;  his  bowels,  be  informed  me,  were 
regular,  and  had  been  so  for  weeks.  As  he 
was  obliged  to  micturate  during  the  time  he 
was  with  me  a  small  quantity  of  urine  was 

obtained,  which,  by  Moore's  test,  I  tound  to 
contain  sugar. 
He  informed  me  that  he  had  been  ailing  for 

upward  of  two  years,  aad  had  tried  various 
remedies  and  different  doctors,  but  still  grew 
worse  ;  that,  during  the  last  four  or  five 
months,  he  had  been  entirely  unable  to  do  any 
work,  and  suffered  great  weariness,  even  to 
exhaustion,  in  walking  a  few  hundred  yards  ; 
that  from  early  in  the  evening  till  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  he  had  been  confined 
to  his  room,  his  time  in  bed  varying  from  13 
to  15  hours  ;  that,  during  that  time,  he  would 
drink  about  two  and  a  half  gallons  of  water 
and  void  about  the  same  quantity  of  urine. 

Owing  to  the  great  debility  of  the  patient, 
I  commenced  the  new  treatment  by  prescrib- 

ing as  follows : 
R       Tannic  acid,  grs.v. 

Opii  pulvis,  gr.ss.  M. 
Sig.— To  be  taken  at  9  A.  M  ,  3  P.  M.,  and  bed-time, 

•and  tinct.  ergot  gj.,  to  be  taken  before  eacia  meal in  water. 
Also.; 

R       Veratria,  j^j. 
Urgr.  cetacei;  ^j.  M. 

Sig:. — The  size  of  a  cherry,  to  be  well  rubbed 
along  the  spine  every  morning  and  evenirg. 

I  directed  him  to  abstain  as  much  as  possible 
from  animal  food,  confine  himself  to  a  vege- 

table diet,  and  to  procure  lager  beer  or  ale  to 
drink  instead  of  water ;  and  if  either  became 
nauseous  to  him,  to  alternate  with  tea,  or 
whisky  and  water. 

I  increased  the  acid  grs.  v.  every  eight  or 
ten  days,  during  the  three  following  months, 
until  I  considered  a  cure  permanently  effected ; 

but  the  opium  and  ergot  were  not  increased 
every  time. 

Within  six  weeks  from  the  commencement 

of  my  treatment  this  patient's  abdomen  had 
become  sensibly  diminished  ;  the  hard  band 
or  cord  which  had  passed  over  it  had  disap- 

peared, and  it  began  to  have  a  natural  ap- 
pearance and  feel ;  his  weight  had  increased 

during  that  time  quite  rapidly;  being  weighed 
it  was  found  to  b3  nearly  105  pounds, 
an  increase  of  nearly  15  pounds  in  less  than 
six  weeks,  while  the  liquid  drunk  and  urine 
voided  had  been  reduced  from  two  and  one 
half  gallons  in  thirteen  hours  to  less  than 
one  gallon  in  the  same  time. 

A  t  this  time  I  was  giving  tannic  acid  in  xxv. 
gr.  doses,  with  opii  gr.  j  and  ergot  ̂ iij. 

If  this  was  "  torn  torn''  treatment  it  was 
very  effective,  certainly. 

Before  the  first  of  December  I  commenced 

giving  the  medicine  four  times  daily,  and  ex- 
cepting the  opium,  in  increased  quantity,  at 

intervals  of  ten  days.  By  the  first  week  in 
January,  1872,  the  patient  had  entirely  re- 

covered ;  he  was  able  to  work  without  ex- 
periencing great  or  unusual  fatigue,  and  his 

weight  had  increased  to  125  pounds. 
I  then  commenced  diminishing  the  quantity 

of  medicine  and  number  of  doses  at  short  in- 
tervals till  the  beginning  of  the  present 

month  (February),  when  I  ceased  administer- 
ing it  entirely;  every  trace  of  the  disease 

having  disappeared,  and  his  weight  having  in- 
creased to  130  pounds ;  that  being  a  greater 

weight,  he  informed  me,  than  he  had  ever 
reached  prior  to  that  time. 

I  saw  him  on  the  22d  inst.,  and  he  informed 
me  that  his  weight  remained  at  130  pounds ; 
and  that  he  was  entirely  free  from  any  indica- 

tion of  the  disease. 
When  treatmg  the  first  patient,  I  found  the 

remedies  recommended  by  the  old  practice 
not  only  did  no  good,  but  rather  aggravated 
the  disease,  and  concluded  that  the  origina- 

tors of  that  practice  were  as  much  in  the  dark 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  sugar  as  myself.  By 
careful  observation  I  fixed  a  location  for  it, 
and  believing  that  I  had  fairly  tested  the  old 
remedies,  I  determined  to  adopt  others,  if 

possible,  that  would  act  directly  upon  the  or- 
gan or  function  affec  ted.  It  was  then  that,  dis- 

trusting my  own  unaided  judgment,  I  sought 
consultation  with  one  who,  as  a  surgeon,  stands 
unsurpassed  in  skill  and  knowledge  by  any 
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other  of  this,  or  perhaps  of  any  age,  whose 
knowledge  of  therapeutics,  varied  experience, 
and  accurate  judgment  in  the  treatment  of 
diseases,  rank  him  among  the  first  physicians 
of  the  age. 

The  prescription  given  by  Dr.  Gross  at  our 
first  consultation  was  not  designed  as  a  mere 

experiment,  but  was  intended  to  effect  a  par- 
ticular result  by  its  operation  upon  a  certain 

function  of  the  animal  economy. 

The  medicines  prescribed  produced  the  ef- 
fect intended— a  very  marked  effect,  as  was 

evidenced  by  the  improvement  of  the  patient, 
and  demonstrated  clearly  to  my  mind  that  we 

were  right;  they  would  doubtless  have  eradi- 
cated the  disease  entirely  had  I  not  believed 

we  could  reach  the  source  more  directly  by 

other  agents,  and  effect  a  cure  in  a  more  lim- 
ited period  of  time.  Having  selected  the 

three,  drugs,  " tannin,  opium  and  ergot,"  and 
carefully  observed  the  r  effect  upon  the  dis- 

ease, I  had  reason,  and  have  now  more  am- 
ple reason,  to  believe  that  the  "arcana  of  na- 
ture have  yielded  their  mystery  as  to  this  mal- 

ady." 
SUBACUTE  RHEUMATISM. 

By  Thomas  Barrow,  M.  D„ 
Of  Baltimore,  Md. 

This  painful  affection  is  much  more  common 
than  many  physicians  are  aware  of. 
My  habit  of  visiting  monthly,  during  many 

years,  about  600  families,  many  of  wh^m, 
during  each  year,  removed  beyond  my  limits, 
to  be  replaced  by  others,  whom  I  then  visit 
habitually,  has  afforded  me  unusual  oppor- 

tunities of  observation. 
I  think  that  aoout  one-fourth  of  women  and 

about  one-seventh  oi  men,  over  30  years  of 
age,  suffer  in  some  degree  from  it. 

It  doubtless  prefers  the  decline  of  life  fir 
its  incursion,  because  the  caloric  then  gener- 

ated in  the  human  system  undergoes  a  greater 
diminution.  The  habitual  use  during  cold 
weather,  either  as  food  or  medicine,  of  oleagi- 

nous substances,  is  consequently  the  best  pro- 
phylactic; but  I  have  found  many  such  suf- 

ferers who  cannot  use  fat  meat  or  oil,  and 
have  inf  rred  that  this  was  a  predisposing 
cause  of  their  rheumatic  pains. 

It  might  be  reasonably  supposed  that  in  re- 
spect of  a  disease  so  extensively  prevalent  an 

experienced  physician  could  be  in  no  danger 
of  making  an  incorrect  diagnosis.   Such,  how- 

ever, is  not  the  case.  One  cause  of  erroneous 
judgment  is,  that  many  physicians  see  but 
few  cases  of  this  malady.  Usually  the  doc- 

tor is  only  sent  for  when  the  patient  is  pros- 
trated by  the  disease.  Almost  all  persons, 

on  its  first  invasion,  endeavor  to  repel  it  by 
means  of  rubefacients  and  embrocations;  al- 

though the  large  majority  obtain  but  little 
relief  by  these  medications,  and  sometimes 
none  at  all. 

The  remedies  which  I  have  found  most  use- 
ful in  this  complaint  are  those  which  other 

medical  practitioners  have  usually  found  to  be 
so.  The  real  point  of  difficulty  is  not  how  to 
prescribe  appropriately,  but  to  distinguish 
this  torturing  disorder  from  other  diseased 
conditions  which  it  may  in  some  respects  re- 
semble. 

Yin.  colchici  rad  ,  potas.  iodid.,  chloroform, 
morph.  sulph.,  or  ext.  belladonna,  with  the 
use  during  cold  weather  of  fats  or  oils,  have 
proved  adequate  to  the  relief  of  probably 
several  hundred  cases  which  I  have  prescribed for. 

Chloroform  will  not  mix  with  aqueous 
liquids,  without  the  conjoint  use  of  something 
cohesive,  as  syr.  simp.,  syr.  acacia.,  or  sugar, 
etc.  Potas.  iodid.,  in  solution  with  an  insula- 

tor, as  salt,  undergoes  decomposition ;  but  the 
addition  of  a  syrup  may  prevent  it.  See 
Parrish's  Pharmacy,  edition  3d,  page  726, 
who  gives  three  examples,  which  may  perhaps 
be  sufficient  to  verify  ihe  preceeding  state- 
ments. 

Mrs.  Clara  Beaumond  had  suffered  during 
five  months  from  violent  pains,  seated  pri- 

marily in  the  spine,  but  spreading  thence  to 
various  other  parts.  She  did  not  leave  her 
room,  nor  except  with  brief  intermissions  her 
bed,  during  this  time.  In  adiition  to  the 
physician  who  attended  to  her  case  till  I  was 
induced  to  undertake  it,  and  who  said  it  was 
neuralgia,  four  other  physicians  visited  her. 
Two  of  these  I  felt  convinced  were  immensely 

superior  to  myself  in  respect  to  general  medi- 
cal knowledge  and  skill.  I  therefore  felt  a 

strong  repugnance  to  prescribing  after  them. 
The  most  eminent  of  these  two  affirmed  that 
it  was  her  old  spinal  disease  returning,  which, 

eighteen  years  previously,  he  had  treated  suc- 
cessfully during  ten  months ;  and  that  she 

might  eventually  recover,  although  it  would 
be  a  long  time  before  she  could  be  about 
again.  One  of  the  other  two  said  that  her 
case  was  incurable. 
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Her  agonizing  pains  were  somewhat  di- 

minished by  means  of  seme  of  the  medicines 
which  these  physicians  administered  to  her. 
Her  prostrating  weakness,  however,  with  con- 

siderable pain,  continued  till  the  mother's  pa- 
tience was  exhausted,  when  she  implored  me 

to  prescribe  for  her.    I  diagnczed  subacute 
rheumatism,  aggravated  by  anemia.    I  there- 

fore reluctlantly  prescribed 
R.    Vin.  colchici.  rad., 

Syr.  simp., 
Chloroform., 
Aquae,  aa.  fjj. 
Morph.  sulph.,  gr.  vj. 
Ferri  et  ammon.  citrat., 
Potas?.  iodid.,  aa.  £iv. 
Msg-  su!ph.,  5j.  M 

Sig. — J  small  teaspoonful  3  times  a  day, 
in  %  teacupful  ui  water  ;  with  absti- 
stinence  from  acids,  tea  and  coffee  dur- 

ing its  use. 
From  the  time  of  commencing  the  use  of 

the  above  prescription  her  improvement  was 
so  rapid  that  in  two  weeks  she  was  enabled  to 
resume  her  duties  as  teacher  of  music,  having 
had  no  return  of  the  complaint  during  the  pe- 

riod of  aoout  eighteen  months. 
Mrs.  T.,  who  had  suffered  severely  during 

several  years  throughout  almost  her  entire 
person,  and  which  allowed  her  but  little  sleep, 
had  been  told  by  her  physician  that  nothing 
could  do  her  any  good.  He  therefore  aban- 

doned her  case  as  entirely  hopeless.  About 
three  weeks  since  she  told  me  that  the  combi- 

nation previously  mentioned  had  not  only 
enabled  her  to  sleep  a  great  deal  better,  but 
that  it  had  really  done  her  considerable  good. 

Mrs.  Jane  Kidd  had  suffered  incessant  pain 
in  her  chest  and  sides,  and  had  also  occasional 
attacks  of  hemoptysis  during  four  years,  which 
led  both  her  and  her  friends  to  believe  that 
she  had  phthisis.  During  the  last  three 
months  of  the  above  named  period  she  was 
attended  by  a  pious  physician,  who  nad  for 
many  years  enjoyed  a  justly  large  practice, 
affording  him,  I  have  beeL  told,  about  $2,500  a 
year.  Obtaining  no  relief,  she  told  him  that 
the  medicines  which  he  had  given  her  bad  not 

done  her  a  particle  of  good.  He  replied  :"  You 
must  stop  grieving  about  the  child,"  (which 
hid  died  about  seven  months  previously).  She 
asserted  that  that  could  not  be  the  cause  of  her 
sufferings,  because  she  had  felt  them  for  more 
than  three  years  before  the  child  died.  He 

said,  "  Well,  then,  it  must  be  occasioned  by 
an  incurable  form  of  womb  disease." 
When  soon  afterward  she  made  the  above 

statement  to  me,  I  diagnosticated  subacute 
rheumatism,  and  prescribed 

R.    Vin  colchici  rad.,  f^  j 
Morph.  sulph.,  gr.  v. 
Mag.  sulph ,  ^j. 
Aqose,  M. 

Sig. —  Half  small  teaspoonful  in  one-tbird 
teacupful  of  water,  with  abstinence  from 
acids,  tea  and  coffee. 

She  enjoyed  some  benefit  from  each  dose, 
and  on  the  third  day  she  felt  entirely  relieved  ; 
nor  did  she  suffer  thus  again  till  about 
a  year  after,  when  the  same  combination 
again  afforded  her  prompt  relief.  Having 
removed  be}7ond  my  visitation  limits,  I  was 
informed  by  Mr.  Kidd  that  for  seven  months 
she  had  been  suffering  violent  pain  in  her 
stomach,  and  that  the  medicines  which  two 
physicians  had  prescribed  for  her  had  done 
her  no  good.   I  soon  after  visited  her,  and 
having  learned  that  the  invasion  of  her  dis- 

order had  been  occasioned  by  a  dinner  of 
beans  which  had  disagreed  with  her,  I  imme- 

diately diagnosticated  gastric  subacute  rheu- 
matism, and  again  prescribed  the  same  medi- 

cines, which  in  three  days  entirely  and  per- 
manently relieved  her. 

At  another  time  she  told  me  that  the  pre- 
viously mentioned  mixture  had  become  so 

repugnant  to  her  that  even  the  thought  of  it 
occasioned  nausea.  I  then  changed  aqua? 
f.^iij.  to  aquas  f.  and  tinct.  lavender  comp., 

f.  J]'.,  to  be  taken  in  ice-water.  Thus  modified, 
it  was  quite  agreeable  to  her. 

Hospital  Reports. 

UNIVEBSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Surgical  Service  of  Prof.  D.  Hates  Agnew. 

[reported  by  de  f.  willard,  m.  D  ] 
Femoral  Hernia. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  but  a  few  cases  for 
illustration  of  the  subject  to-day,  yet  thought 
it  best  to  call  your  attention  to  those  which 
we  have,  now  while  your  minds  are  fresh 
upon  the  subject  of  hernia  from  our  last  meet- 

ing. The  cases  which  I  have,  however,  are 
sufficient  to  show  the  characteristic  features 
of  femoral  hernias.  You  will  see  that  each 
presents  a  tumor  upon  the  inside  of  the  thigh 
below  Poupart's  ligamert— which  is  r&und  in 
shape — soft  and  inelastic,  presenting,  more- 

over, no  redness,  heat  or  other  signs  of  in- 
flammation. As  I  tell  the  first  patient  to 

cough,a  distinct  sense  of  succussion  is  imparted 
to  my  fingers,  and  as  she  lies  down  you  will 
see  that  the  tumor  disappears  and  its  contents 
slip  back  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  with 
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a  gurgling  sound.  I  place  my  finger  over  the 
saphenous  opening,  and  telling  her  to  rise, 
find  that  it  does  not  reappear.  It  is  of  course 
a  hernia,  and  one  of  the  femoral  variety,  that 
is,  the  intestine  has  not  escaped  through  the 
inguinal  rings,  but  has  protruded  downward, 
a  more  common  course  in  females,  since  their 
pelvis  is  wide  and  their  inguinal  rings  small 
for  the  passage  merely  of  the  round  ligament. 
You  can  distinguish  this  form  from  the  in- 

guinal since  it  is  always  below  Poupart's  liga- 
ment, and  although  it  may  sometimes  turn 

upward  after  escaping  from  the  saphenous 
opening,  and  lie  over  upon  this  line,  yet  it 
can  be  ea-ily  pushed  down,  while  the  n  ck 
will  always  be  found  to  be  situated  at  the 
aforesaid  opening. 

Bat  you  wi  1  say  there  are  other  tumors  of 
this  region,  and  all  these  characteristic  ap- 

pearances may  not  be  present ;  how  am  I  to 
distinguish  between  tbem  ?  Well,  in  the  first 
place,  you  will  certainly  have  some  of  the 
above  mentioned  symptoms  ;  and  next,  the 
tumor  is  always  situated  to  the  inside  of  the 
femoral  vessels,  which  can  be  easily  felt.  Now, 
a  psoas  abscess,  as  you  know,  makes  its  way 
from  the  vertebrae  down  inside  the  sheath  of 
the  psoas  muscle,  and  must  emerge  upon  the 
thigh  therefore  to  the  outside  of  these  ves- 

sels. You  must  remember  that  such  an  ab- 
scess receives  most  decided  impulse  upon 

coughing.  Enlarged  glands  are  commonly 
multiple,  are  definite  in  their  outline,  an  i  are 
minus  the  characteristics  of  a  hernia.  Fatty 
growths  are  elastic  and  circumscribed,  as  are 
also  cystic  tumors.  A  saphenous  varicosity 
might  deceive  you  at  times,  though  rarely. 

Let  us  now  see  how  this  intestine  made  its 
way  from  the  abdomen  to  this  point — and  tnat 
you  may  thoroughly  understand  its  route,  I 
will  show  you  a  dissected  preparation  of  the 
structures. 
Upon  the  inside  of  the  fascia  lata  temoris, 

that  dense  membrane  which  covers  in  the 
muscles  of  the  thigh,  just  at  the  junction  of 
the  outer  or  sartorial  portion  with  the  inner 
or  pectineal,  there  is  a  break  in  its  continuity 
which  is  known  as  the  saphenous  or  external 
femoral  opening.  It  is  the  place  where  the 
long  or  internal  saphenous  vein  dips  down  to 
pour  into  the  femoral.  You  will  notice  that  I 
speak  of  the  outer  portion  of  the  deep  fascia 
as  the  sartorial  portion,  and  I  do  so  because  I 
wish  to  avoid  the  name  of  idac  fascia,  usually 
given  by  the  books,  since  I  shall  soon  speak  of 
another  iliac  fascia,  which  is  quite  a  different 
structure.  Around  this  opening  the  fascia  is 
thickened  or  strengthened  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  has  received  a  special  name.  One 
portion  of  the  sartor  al  fascia  turns  backward 
and  is  lost  in  the  capsular  ligament  of  the 
hip  joint — while  the  other,  arching  up  in  a 
sickle-shaped  manner  around  the  outer  side  of 
the  opening,  is  called  the  fa^iform  process. 
The  upper  portion  of  this  falciform  process, 
in  other  words  its  upp-r  cornu,  the  upper 
border  of  the  opening,  is  known  as  Hey's 

ligament,  but  it  is  nothing  more  than  fascia, 
and  from  it  ruus  up  a  process  which  is  con- 

tinuous with  Gimbernat's  ligament.  The  lower 
boundary  of  the  opening  is  called  the  inferior 
cornu. 

Filling  up  this  opening  is  a  mass  of  fat 
glands,  bound  together  by  connective  tissue, 
and  which, being  pierced  by  the  saphenous  vein 
superficial  epigastric,superficial  external  pudic 
and  superficial  circumflex  iliac  arteries,  with 
then  accompanying  veins,  together  with  nu- 

merous lymphatics,  is  justly  named  the  "crib- 
riform iascia."  This  fascia,  then,  corresponds 

to  the  intercolumuar  fascia  in  inguinal  hernia 
language.  If  we  lift  it  out  of  its  bed,  we  shall 
then  bring  into  view  the  opening,  and  beneath 
it  the  femoral  blood  vessels,  or  rather  their 
sheath.  Now,  to  discover  the  mode  of  forma- 

tion of  this  sheath,  we  must  look  within  the 
abdomen.  When  we  were  studying  inguinal 
hernia,  you  will  recall  the  fact  that  there  was 
a  loose  connective  tissue  upon  the  sides  and 
front  of  the  abdomen,  which  bound  the  peri- 

toneum to  the  transversalis  muscle,  and 
that  this  was  called  the  transversalis  fascia. 
Ttsis  continues  around  to  the  posterior  portion 
of  the  abdomen,  but  here  covering  in  the  iliac 
muscle,  etc.,  it  is  called  iliac  fascia.  The  first 
named  fascia,  therefore,  comes  down  from  the 
anterior  abdominal  walls,  the  latter  from  the 
posterior,  and  meeting  beneath Poupart's  liga- 

ment, are  prolonged  down  the  vessels,  form- 
in"  their  sheath,  being  pushed  down  or  elon- 

gated so  as  to  follow  them  to  their  ultimate 
ramifications. 
Now  let  us  study  all  the  structures  which 

pass  beneath  Poupart's  ligament,  and  we  shall 
be  able  to  understand  why  a  hernia  take-s  the route  which  it  almost  invariable  does.  The 
space  between  this  ligament  and  the  bone 
from  the  ant.  sup.  spin,  process  to  the 
symphysis  is  known  as  the  crural  arch.  Pou- 
part's  ligament,  the  thickened  edge  of  the aponeurosis  or  tendon  of  the  external  ob- 

lique muscle,  is  not  merely  attached  to  the 
symphysis,  but  spreads  out  in  a  fan-like  man- 

ner, and  is  prolonged  back  upon  itself  along 
the  ilio-pecuneal  line,  where  it  is  known  as 
Gimbernat's  ligament.  Tnrougu  this  crural 
arch  pass  certain  structures.  Counting  from 
without  inward,  they  are  iliacus  and  psoas 
muscles,  anterior  crural  nerve,  femoral  ar- 

tery, femoral  vein.  These  fill  up  the  entire 
space,  save  a  little  at  the  inside,  between  the 
femoral  vein  and  Gimbernat's  ligament, which 
is  the  only  poiut  where  an  intestine  can  force 
itself  out,  since  between  each  of  the  structures 
a  little  bar  or  partition  of  connective  tissue  is 
sent  down  from  Poupart's  ligament  to  the 
bone. There  is  also  one  of  these  partitions  inside 
of  the  vein  which  expla  ns  the  fact  thai,  it 
is  never  pressed  upon  efficiently  to  produce 
oedema  of  the  limb,  even  th  ugh  the  hernia  be 
large.  This  space  is  called  the  crural 
ring  (or  to  follow  the  analogy  to  inguinal  her- 

nia, the  internal  femoral  ring).    It  is  bounded 
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within  by  Gimbernat's  ligament;  without,  by 
the  femoral  vein;  anteriorly,  by  Poupart's  ; 
bertPHth,  by  the  pubic  bone. 

This,  then,  is  the  weak  point,  and  in  order 
to  strengthen  it  as  much  as  possible,  nature 
endeavored  to  close  it  up  after  the  trans- 

versals fascia  was  pushed  down  to  form  the 
sheath  of  the  femoral  vessels,  as  I  have  be- 

fore described.  This  was  accomplished  by 
depositing  just  at  this  point  a  mass  of  fat  in 
that  connective  tissue  which  everywhere 
bir  ris  the  transversalis  fascia  to  the  peritoneum 
known  as  the  sub-peritoneal  connective  tis- sue. This  thickened  tissue  has  received  the 
nam1*,  "  crural  septum." 

The  femoral  canal  is  the  space  within  the 
sheath  of  the  vessels,  from  ihe  internal  ring 
to  the  external. 
Now  let  us  follow  the  route  of  a  hernia.  It 

pushes  down  the  peritoneum  against  the  in- 
ternal femoral  or  crural  ring,  but  this  is  closed 

by  the  ''septum  crurale,"  as  I  have  said,  which is  carried  down  as  the  second  covering.  Now 
it  passes  down  along  the  femoral  canal,  within 
the  sheath  of  the  vessels  to  the  inside  of  the 
vein,  until  it  reaches  a  point  an  inch  and  a 
half  he  ow  Poup  <rt's  ligament,  where  it  Suds  a 
weak  p  hit  through  whicn  it  can  protrude — it 
is  the  saphenous  opening  or  external  femo- 

ral ring.  Through  this,  then,  it  passes  out- 
ward, taking  with  it  the  "sheath  of  the  vessel," 

which  receives  the  name  "fascia  propria," 
and  ihe  "cribr  form  fascia,"  which  closed  this 
openmg,  after  which  it  meets  with  no  opposi- 

tion, for  the  only  overlying  structures  are  the 
superficial  fascia  and  skin. 
To  recapitulate,  then,  the  coverings  of  a 

femoral  hernia  are  :  peritoneum,  septum  cru- 
rale. fascia  propria,  cribriform  fascia,  superfi- 

cial fascia,  skin. 
The  fascia  propria  or  sheath  of  the  vessels 

may  he  ruptured  so  as  not  to  constitute  a  cov- 
ering, and  the  cribriform  fascia  is  also  some- 
times wanting,  as  it  is  possible  for  a  slowly 

forming  hernia  to  dilate  and  pass  thro  gh  one 
of  the  many  oriices  with  which  it  abounds. 
Alter  a  hernia  has  passed  out  of  the  saphe- 

nous opening  it  frequently  turns  upward  so 
as  even  to  lie  over  upon  Poupart's  ligament, 
and  mi^ht  be  confounded  with  an  inguinal. 
This  tendency  to  pass  upward  should  always 
be  remembered  in  attempts  at  reductions,  and 
the  first  movement  in  taxis  is  always  to  draw 
the  uimor  well  down  so  as  to  free  it  from  the 
sharp  superior  cornu  of  the  falciform  p  ocess  or 
Hey's  ligament,  which  is  usually  the  constrict- 

ing structure. 
As  in  inguinal  hernia,  so  here  we  have 

irreducible  aud  straugulated  conditions,  and 
our  second  c*se  is  one  of  the  latter  variety; 
the  patieut  having  now  been  unable  to  reduce 
it  for  several  days,  and  she  has  had  consider 
able  pain  in  the  hypogastric  region,  with 
nausea  a.Ld  constipation.  The  symptoms  are 
not  severe,  but  should  they  increase,  and  at- 

tempts at  reduction  fail,  we  shall  un- 
doubtedly relieve  her  by  operation.   Let  us 

first  try  the  effect  of  taxis.  We  first  place  her 
upon  her  back  with  the  hips  slightly  elevated, 
flex  the  thigh  upon  the  abdomen,  rotating  it 
inward  at  the  same  time,  and  then  bring  her 
to  a  full  state  of  anaesthesia,  thus  obtaining 
all  the  conditions  most  favorable  for  success. 
Grasping  the  tumor  gently  between  the  thumb 
and  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  I  then  draw  it 
firmly  down  until  I  am  sure,  with  my  left 
hand,  that  it  is  freed  from  the  sharp  edge  of 
Hey's  ligament,  when  I  knead  or  manipulate 
it  in  such  a  manner  that  every  portion  mav  be 
released  from  the  borders  of  the  ring.  It  is 
first  to  be  drawn  downward,  then  pushed  in- 

ward through  the  saphenous  opening,  and  then 
upward  in  the  line  of  the  femoral  canal.  This 
is  a  work  of  patience  and  care,  since  all  vio- 

lence is  utterly  unjustifiable  and  even  harm- 
ful. If  we  should  not  be  successful  we  should 

place  her  in  bed,  give  a  warm  hip  bath,  a  full 
grain  of  opium  every  two  hours,  combined 
with  1-36  of  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic,  and  apply 
bags  of  ice  over  the  tumor — which  will  proba- 

bly cause  it  to  disappeared  spontaneously  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours.  You  see  that  I  have 
consumed  many  moments  in  these  manipula- 

tions ;  though  using  no  force,  yet  I  plainly  feel 
that  the  tumor  i<  diminishing  in  size,  and  now 
the  contents  slip  suddenly  and  the  hernia  is 
reouced.  Had  this  result  been  unattained,  I 
should  not  have  continued  these  attempts 
much  longer  but  should  have  waited,  provided 
the  symptoms  were  not  serious,  using  mean- 

while the  treatment  before  mentioned. 
Now  that  it  is  reduced,  what  shall  we  do  ? 

Keep  the  patient  in  bed  for  several  days,  and 
open  the  bowel-*  gently  on  the  third  day,  by  a 
small  dose  of  castor  oil,  or  enema.  Then  our 
care  will  be  to  prevent  a  similar  accident  by 
means  of  an  accurately  fitting  tru^s,  whica 
shall  press  upon  the  crural  canal,  just  b^low 
Poupart's  Lgament  The  same  principles 
will  guide  you  here  in  its  selection  as  in  ingui- 

nal hernia,  and  the  truss  itself  differs  only  in 
having  the  pad  attached  to  a  longer  arm,  and 
being  smaller  and  more  rounded  in  shape. 
Remember  the  rule  which  I  gave  you,  never 
to  allow  the  patient  to  assume  the  erect  pos- 

ture without  this  support. 
When  taxis  fails  to  reduce  a  strangulated 

intestine,  and  the  symptoms  of  pain,  stercora- 
ceus  vomiting,  collapse,  etc.,  become  serious, 
herniotomy  should  always  be  performed  at 
once,  before  the  vitality  of  the  parts  is  de- 

stroyed. This  is  best  done  by  making  a  single 
long,  straight  incision  through  the  skin,  three 
quarters  of  an  inch  inside  of  the  artery,  and 
direc  ly  over  the  most  prominent  portion  of 
the  tumor,  a  T  cut  being  rarely  necessary. 
The  patient  should  always  be  drawn  to  the 
foot  of  the  bed  or  table,  and  the  feet  sup- 

ported upon  two  chairs. 
The  different  layers  of  coverings  are  now 

to  be  slowly  lifted  upon  the  grooved  director 
and  separately  divided  ;  but  you  must  not  ex- 

pect to  find  that  accurate  stratification  which 
your  anatomical  knowledge  would  indicate, 
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for  the  long  pressure  of  the  hernia  has  proba- 
bly agglutinated  them  all  into  one.  Avoid  the 

saphenous  vein— tie  all  cut  arteries.  When 
you  reach  the  peritoneal  sac  you  will  recog- 

nize it  by  the  arborescent  appearance  of  its 
blood  vessels,  and  by  its  smooth  appearance. 
There  are  usually  several  layers  of  the  super- 

ficial and  cribriform  fascia,  which  may  be 
strong  enough  to  require  division  with  the 
knife,  but  will  usually  tear  with  the  director, 
the  principal  instrument  to  be  used 
in  this  step  of  the  operation.  When  the 
sac  is  thoroughly  cleaned  and  isolated,  the 
fioger  is  carried  in  and  the  nail  hooked  under- 

neath the  edge  of  Hey's  ligament,  when  a 
probe-pointed  hernia  knife  is  slid  along  the 
palmar  surface,  flatwise,  with  the  edge  pressed 
against  the  fing  r,  until  it  has  passed  beneath 
the  constricting  band ;  then  to  be  turned  up 
and  the  retained  finder  used  to  press  it  gently 
upward  until  the  fibers  yield  a  little.  Tnis  is 
sufficient,  and  it  should  be  turned  and  with 
drawn  while  the  fiuger  is  carried  forward, 
tearing  and  dilating  the  orifice  to  a  sufficient 
extent,  if  possible,  to  admit  of  the  return  of 
the  gut. 

Occasionally  you  will  not  be  able  to  catch 
the  nail  beneath  this  falciform  process,  but 
the  finger  may  sweep  up  into  the  surroundiug 
conn  ctive  tissue,  in  which  case  you  may 
know  that  there  are  stili  some  bnnds  which 
must  be  broken  up  and  cleared  off  from 
the  s*c.  Some  surgeons  recommend  the  in- 

troduction of  a  director  beneath  the  constric- 
tion, but  I  think  this  an  unsafe  and  unneces- 
sary procedure.  The  incision  is  always  to  be 

made  upward  and  iuward,  since  this  is  the  only 
safe  direction.  On  the  outside  lies  the  fern  ral 
vein,  above  the  epigastric  artery  to  the  out- 

side, and  the  spermatic  cord  in  the  direct  line, 
all  of  which  must  be  avoided.  If  this  cut 

should  not  be  sufficient,  Gimbernat's  ligament 
may  also  be  divided  in  a  similar  manner  ;  but 
here  there  is  another  danger  to  be  remembered, 
and  that  is  the  obturator  artery,  which  is  usu- 

ally given  off  as  a  branch  of  the  anterior  di- 
vision of  the  int.  iliac,  but  which  has  an 

anomolous  origin  once  in  two  and  a  half  cases. 
It  may  arise  from  the  ext.  iliac,  from  the 
epigastric  or  from  th-  femoral  itself,  and  in 
any  case  would  be  obliged  to  take  an  abnor- 

mal route  to  reach  the  obturator  foramen. 
Occasionally  it  passes  directly  down  alongside 
of  the  vein,  but  more  frequently  skirts  around 
Gimbernat's  ligament,  in  which  case  it  must  lie 
directly  in  the  path  of  the  kuife.  If  injured  it 
sometimes  bleeds  profusely,  requiring  torsion 
or  ligation  for  its  arrest,  but  this  may  be  pre- 

vented by  using  a  knife  so  dull  that  the  artery 
would  recede  btfore  its  edge,  while  the  tense 
fibers  yield  much  more  readily.  It  is  aso 
avoided  by  making  the  nick  but  a  line  deep, 
leaving  the  rest  to  De  torn  by  the  firger. 
When  the  constriction  exists,  however,  in 

the  neck  of  the  sac,  or  when  there  is  doubt  as 
to  the  vitality  of  the  in  tare  .rated  intestine, 

this  operation  will  not  be  sufficient  and  the 
sac  must  be  opened.  I  neglected  to  mention 
that  the  fascia  propria  is  often  so  thickened 
by  the  pressure  of  a  truss,  and  so  congested 
by  futile  attempts  at  reduction,  that  it  is  al- 

most impossible  to  distingnish  it  from  sac 
or  omentum,  especially  as  it  is  frequently 
filled  with  bloody  serous  cysts,  etc.  Its  smooth, 
regular  appearance  would,  however,  distin- 

guish it  frum  omentum,  and  the  absence  of 
the  characteristic  vessels  from  sac.  If,  on 
any  doubt,  however,  a  slight  nick,  if  it  be  sac, 
will  allow  a  little  fluid  to  escape  and  decide 
the  question.  The  sacbeiog  next  carefully  op- 

ened, the  failure  in  reduction  may  be  found 
to  be  due  to  adhesions  of  intestine  or  omentum 
to  it,  in  which  case  they  should  be  gently  sep- 

arated. The  omentum  or  intestine  should  be 
thoroughly  unraveled  and  examined  to  see 
whether  they  still  contain  sufficient  vitality  to warrant  their  return  into  the  abdominal 
cavity.  Having  decided  its  advisability,  they 
may  be  carried  far  up  past  the  crural  ring,  the 
neck  of  the  sac,  or  the  fascia  propria,  or  even 
Gimbernat's  ligament  sometimes  requiring  ad- 

ditional incising.  The  cuts  are  alt  made  in 
the  same  direction,  i.  e.,  upward  and  inward. 
The  sac  is  to  remain. 

Gimbernat's  ligament  is  to  be  inr  ised  as  little 
as  possible,  since  its  free  div  sion  reuders 
future  retention  difficult.  Stangulated  por- 

tions are  to  be  treated  precisely  as  I  told  you 
in  inguinal  hernia. 

The  subsequent  treatment  consists  in  bring- 
ing the  wound  together  with  interrupted  sutu- 
res, and  covering  with  compress  and  spica 

bandages,  then  putting  the  patient  in  bed 
with  the  thighs  flexed,  and  giving  just  enough 
opium  for  the  next  six  or  eight  days  to  keep 
the  bowels  and  constitution  calm.  The  bow- 

els are  to  be  allowed  to  rest  until  the  ninth 
day,  when  they  may  be  cautiously  opened.  A 
turpentine  enema  may  be  previously  given, 
provided  tymp^ni  be  troublesome.  The  diet 
should  be  lisht  at  first,  followed  then 
with  plenty  of  milk  and  beet  essence.  After  a 
few  days  there  is  but  little  danger  of  p-ritoni- 
tis,  but  if  this  arises  it  is  to  be  appropriately 
treated  with  turpentine  stupes,  poultices,  hot 
cloths,  sii  nulants,  opium,  etc.  Of  course  a 
truss  will  be  ever  afterward  necessary. 

Degrees. 
The  Scotland  Church  News  announces  a 

forthcoming  work  on  Degrees.  It  is  to  be  pub- 
lished in  London,  and,  it  is  said,  will  comprise 

much  valuable  information  as  to  degrees  in 
general, and  a  complete  exposure, after  search- 

ing inquiry,  of  the  traffic  in  "Brooklyu," 
"Philadelphia,"  and  other  equally  worthless 
degrees,  and  will  be  dedicated,  "  without  per- 

mission and  with  no  respect,  to  those  D.  D 's, 
LL.  D.'s,  and  Ph.  D.'s,  who  have  attained 
'honors'  at  the  expense  of  honesty." 
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Periscope. 

The  Treatment  of  Fever. 

On  this  broad  subject  Dr.  Charles  Mtjr- 
C^ison  lays  down  the  following  principles  in 
The  British  Medical  Journal: 

1.  To  remove,  when  possible,  the  cause  on 
which  the  fever  depends. 

2.  To  promote  elimination,  not  merely  of 
anv  morbid  poison,  but  of  the  products  of  ex- 

aggerated metamorphosis  in  the  blood  and 
tissu  s. 

3.  To  reduce  the  temperature  and  the  fre- 
quency of  the  action  of  the  heart. 

4.  To  maintain  the  nutrition  of  the  tissues 
and  s  imulate  the  action  of  the  heart  by  ap- 

propriate food  and  stimulants,  taking  care,  at 
the  same  time,  not  to  excite  congestion  or  in- 

crease the  work  of  the  already  overtasked 
glandular  organs. 

5.  To  relieve  dangerous  and  distressing 
symptoms, 

6.  To  obviate  and  counteract  secondary 
complications. 

1.  Unfortunately,  it  is  not  often  that  we 
have  it  in  our  power  to  remove  the  cause  of 
pyrexia;  but  tbe  object  is  one  always  to  be 
kept  in  view,  and  sometimes  the  main  efforts 
of  our  treatment  must  be  directed  to  secure 
it;  as,  for  example,  pyrexia  depends  upon 
pent-up  pus,  an  obstructed  bowel,  or  gouty, 
sphilitic,  or  periosteal  inflammation. 
2  The  elimination  of  any  morbid  poison, 

as  well  as  of  the  products  of  exaggerated 
metamorphosis,  will  often  be  promoted  by 
the  judicious  employment  of  diaphoretics, 
diuretics,  purgatives,  and  emetics.  The  old 
practice  of  commencing  the  treatment  of 
pyrexia  by  giving  a  purgative  to  unload  the 
portal  circulation  and  promote  the  action  of 
the  liver,  is  undoubtedly  a  good  one,  and  is 
par  icularly  advisable  in  persons  of  robust 
habit,  or  who  live  too  well.  In  mi  d  cases  of 
pyrexia,  the  only  treatment  necessary  con- 

sists in  the  avoidance  of  any  chill,  and  in  the 
administration  of  a  mild  aperient,  followed  by 
frequent  doses  of  diuretics  and  diaphoretics, 
such  as  the  citrate  of  potash,  or  the  liquor 
ammonia3  acetatis  with  spirit  of  nitrous  ether. 
Elimination  will  also  be  promoted  by  a  plen- 
tiiui  supply  of  fresh  air,  which  will  favor  the 
escape  of  carbonic  acid  from  the  lungs,  and  by 
the  free  use  of  diluents,  which  will  help  to 
wa*h  away  through  the  kidneys  the  products 
of  tissue-waste.  In  all  grave  cases  of  fever 
you  will  remember  the  importance  of  main- 

taining the  action  of  the  kidneys,  and  of 
keeping  a  good  watch  on  the  state  of  the 
urine  ;  noting  carefully  not  so  much  its  color 
and  the  presence  or  absence  of  lithates 

(both  of  which  characters  will  depend  much 
on  the  quantity),  but  the  quantity  and  the 
presence  or  absence  of  aibumen.  When  the 
quantity  becomes  notably  diminished,  or  albu- 

men appears,  advantage  wdl  ofcen  be  derived 
from  hot  poultices  to  the  loins,  aperients, 

I  diaphoretics,  diluents,  and  diuretics.  But 
while  you  promote  elimination,  you  must 
take  care  that  the  means  for  this  end  do  not 
weaken  too  much  the  action  of  the  heart ;  and 
you  must  remember  that,  in  some  fevers,  the 
natural  processes  of  elimination  are  excessive, 
and  conduce  to  dangerous  exhaustion  and 
death. 

3.  For  reducing  the  intensity  of  the  pyrexia, 
different  measures  have  been  proposed. 

Blood-letting  was  at  one  time  universally 
resorted  to  for  this  object,  but  in  this  country 
it  is  now  entirely  discarded,  because  it  was 
found  to  increase  one  of  the  great  daugers  in 

pyrexia,  viz.,  failure  of  the  heart's  "acti  m. There  sre  few  accurate  observations  on  the 
effects  of  blood-letting  on  the  tempera  ure  of 
pyrexia;  but  we  know  that,  when  a  copious 
bleeding  of  tbe  nose  or  the  bowel  takes  place 
in  enteric  fever,  although  the  temperature 
may  fall  below  the  normal  standard,  itspeedly 
regains  its  farmer  height  or  rise*  above  it. 

The  external  use  of  cold  water  is  one  of  the 
most  certain  means  of  reducing  temperature 
in  pyrexia,  and  in  certain  cases  is  attended 
with  good  results.  The  attention  which  this 
practice  is  now  attracting  will  justify  the  fol- 

lowing rem  irks :  In  the  seventeenth  century 
the  brothers  Hahn,  of  Leipzig,  treated  fevers 
by  the  external  use  of  cold  water,  but  their  ob- 

servations were  soon  forgotten.  Toward  the 
end  of  last  ceutury  (1787)  cold  affusion  was 
proposed  by  Dr.  Currie,  of  Liverpool,  both  for 
arresting  aud  mitigating  fever.  The  patient 
was  seated  naked  in  an  empty  tub  or  bath, 
and  several  buckets  of  water,  of  a  temperature 
of  50  or  50  deg.  Fahrenheit,  were  poured 
from  a  height  of  from  2  to  3  feet,  or  more, 
over  the  head  and  chest.  He  was  then  hastily 
dried,  and  restored  to  bed,  and,  in  most  cases, 
the  operation  was  repeated  once  or  twice 
daily.  It  was  staied  that,  in  many  cases,  if 
resorted  to  during  the  first  three  days,  this 
treat  ment  arrested  the  disease ;  while,  in 
others,  it  reduced  the  pulse  and  temperature, 
relieved  many  of  the  distressing  symptoms, 
and  particularly  the  headache,  restlesness  and 
delirium,  and  conduced  the  disease  to  a  safe 
and  speedier  issue.  The  affusions  were  em- 

ployed at  any  stage  of  the  fever;  but  the  ef- 
fects were  always  most  salutary  at  an  early 

stage.  They  were  said  to  be  contraiudicated 
when  the  temperature  of  the  skin,  asce  tained 
by  the  thermometer,  was  not  much  above  the 
normal  standard,  or  when,  not  withstanding  an 
elevation  of  temperature,  the  patient  com- 
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plained  of  chilliness,  or  suffered  from  severe 
diarrhea  or  profuse  sweating. 
The  wonderful  results  obtained  by  Cur.ie 

were  confirmed  by  numerous  observers  in 
different  parts   of  the  world,  whose  testi- 

mony is  recorded  in  the  edition  of  his  work, 
published    in   1804  *    But  in  the  British 
epidemic  fever  of  1817  9,  the  practice  was 
followed  by  many  with  great  perseverance, 
and  the  general  result,  according  to  Sir  Robert 
Christison,  was  that  in  very  few  cases,  if  any, 
was  the  disease  arrested  by  it ;  that  although 
an  abatement  of  febrile  heat  and  restlessness 
occurred  almost  invariably,  it  was  of  short 
duration,  and  not  to  be  made  permanent  by 
any  frequency  of  repetition  ;  that  as  mucn 
good  eventually  was  attained  by  frequent  cold 
or  tepid  sponging,  together  with  cold  appl  ed 
to  the  head  ;  and  that  often  the  cold  affusion 

occasioned  for  a"time  after  each  application 
an  intense  feeling  of  pressure  and  weighty 
feeling  in  the  brain,  which  could  not  be  re- 

garded without  some  uneasiness.!  These  state- 
ments, backed  by  professional  and  popular 

prejud;ce,  account  perhaps  for  the  subsequent 
neslect  of  cold  water  treatment  of  fevers.  But 
the  observations  made  of  late  years  by  Brand, 
of  Stettin,  Jurg-nsen,   of  Leipzig,  Lieber- 
meister,  of  Basle,  Ziemssen,  of  Erlangen,  and 
H.  Weber  and  Wilson,  of  London,  show  that, 
although  the  practice  may  not  shorten  the 
fever,  and  is  often  inapplicable,  yet  under  cer- 

tain circumstances  it  is  useful  not  only  for  re- 
ducing toe  temperature,  first  of  the  surface 

and  then  of  tne  interior  of  the  body,  but 
for  relieving  headache  and  other  distressing 
symptoms,  removing  congestion  of  the  kidneys, 
warding  off  delirium  and  coma,  and  rousin» 
the  nervous  system  in  cases  of  excessive 
stupor.    The  circumstance  has  perhaps  been 
too  much  lost  sight  of,  that  cooh'ng  the  body may  not  influence  the  conditions  on  which  the 
development  of  heat  depends;  but  with  re- 

duced heat  it  may  be  assumed  that  there  will 
be  diminished  metamorphosis,  to  the  non- 
elimication  of  the  products  of  which  many  of 
the  dangers  of  fever  are  due.    In  point  of  fact, 
Schroeder,  of  Dorpat,  has  ascertained  that  cold 
baths  effect  a  marked  diminution  in  the  excre- 

tion of  carbonic  acid  and  urea  in  fever  \%  aud 
as  this  was  not  attended  by  any  aggravation 
of  the  general  symptoms,  it  is  fair  to"  attribute it  to  a  retarded  metamorphosis  of  tissue. 

Statistics  have  beeu  appealed  to  to  prove 
the  great  success  of  the  cold  water  treatment 
of  fevers  (particularly  of  enteric  fever)  as 

t  contracted  with  that  of  an  expectant  method  : 
and,  although  other  conditions  not  stated  may 
hav  helped  to  influence  the  re-ult,  they  suf- 

fice to  show  that  the  practice  is  not  beset 
with  the  dangers  commonly  imagined.  But 

*MficUcal  Reports  on  the  Effects  of  Water,  Cold  and  Warm,  as a  Rem  dy  in  Fev-.r.  By  James  Carrie,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  18U4. 

1840*rt'C!e'  "  Continued  Fever"  {Library  of  Medicine,  vol.  i, 
X  Feber  die  Einwirkimg  fcalter  Bader  auf  die  C02— und 

H,irnst.orr'—  au.sscheidung  beini  Typhus  —Deutsch.  Archiv. Tclin.  Med.,  1869,  Bd.;  VI,  s,  385. 

the  most  conclusive  facts  in  favor  of  the  prac- 
tice are  those  observed  in  certain  cases  of 

hyperpyrexia  by  Dr.  Wilson  Fox*  and  oth- 
ers, where  its  employment  was  followed  by 

recovery  from  an  elevation  of  a  temperature 
(1L0  deg.  Fa.hr.)  which  under  every  other 
method  of  treatment  has  been  speedily  fol- 

lowed by  death.  At  the  same  time  there  are 
many  cases  of  pryexia  in  which  the  enld  effu- 

sion or  immersion  would  be  unsuitable  or  in- 
jurious. It  is  likely  to  be  of  the  most  service 

when  the  temperature  is  under  102  deg.  Fahr., 
or  when  the  extremities  are  cold,  although 
the  temperature  <  f  the  central  parts  of  the 
body  be  high  ;  and  it  must  alwavs  be  employ- 

ed with  caution  when  there  are  the  signs  of 
weakened  cardiac  action  or  of  stagnation  of 
blood  in  the  capillary  circulation,  although  it 
may  be  noted  that  in  one  of  Dr.  Fox's  pa- 

tients, who  was  apparently  rescued  from 
death,  the  face  was  cyanotic,  and  the  radial 
pulse  imperceptible. There  are  different  plans  for  employing 
cold  water  in  the  treatment  of  pyrexia,  such 
as  the  cold  affusion  practiced  by  Currie,  pack- 

ing in  a  cold  wet  sheet  resorted  to  by  Brand, 
or  immersion  in  cold  baths.  The  last  is  the. 
method  now  most  in  fashion.  The  patient  is 
placed  in  a  bath  having  from  50  deg.  to  70  deg. 
Fahr.,  or  better,  as  Zi^mssen  recommends, 
in  one  whose  temperature  is  about  10  deg. 
below  that  of  the  body,  but  which,  after  the 
patient's  immersion,  is  gradually  cooled  down 
to  68  deg.  by  addiug  cold  water.  He  should 
remain  in  the  bath  for  half  an  hour,  or  until 
shivering  comes  on,  and  all  the  tim-  he  is  in 
the  bath  his  limbs  ought  to  be  rubbed  by  as- 

sistants. He  is  then  to  be  hastily  dried  and 
put  into  a  warm  bed.  For  some  time  after 
the  bath,  the  temperature  in  the  rectum  con- 

tinues to  fall  as  the  trunk  parts  with  its  heat 
to  the  extremities ;  but  as  soon  as  the  tem- 

perature in  the  rectum  rises  again  to  104  deg., 
the  patient  ought  to  ruve  another  bath.  In 
the  early  stages  of  the  fever,  as  many  as  seven 
or  eight  baths  in  the  day  may  be  necessary. 
When  cold  affusicn  or  immersion  is  contrain- 
dicated  or  inexpedient,  frequent  spouging  of 
the  surface  with  cold  or  tepid  water  will  also 
help  to  cool  the  body,  and  is  often  a  source  of 
much  comfort  to  the  patient. 

Quinine  in  large  doses  has  an  undoubted  in- fluence in  lowering  the  temperature  of 
pyrexia.  In  most  cases  of  severe  pyrexia, 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  grains  will,  within  an 
hour  or  two,  cause  a  fall  of  the  temperature 
to  the  extent  of  three  or  four  degrees,  aud  to 
a  less  degree  of  the  pulse.t  It  is  true  that 
the  effect  passes  off  after  a  few  hours,  and 
that  there  is  no  good  evidence  (except  in  mal- 

arious fevers)  of  its  cutting  sbort  the  natural 
course  of  the  attack  ;  but  the  effect  may  be 
maintained  by  a  repetition  of  the  dose  ;  and 
%On  the  Treatment  of  Hyperpyrexia  by  Means  of  the  Exter- 

nal Application  of  Coli.    London:   1 8T 1. 
fFor  evidence  on  this  point,  see  Report  of  a  Committee 

(of  which  was  a  member)  of  the  Clinical  Society.— Trans. 
Clin.  Hoc.  1870,  vol.  iii. 
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[Vol.  xx vi. the  remedy  has  often  apperred  to  me  to  be  of 
signal  service  when  a  pyrexia  was  at  its  crisis, 
and  wh^n  the  temperature  was  rising  in  place 
of  falling. 

Digitalis,  Aconite  and  Yeratrum  Viride 
have  a  marked  power  in  reducing  the  pulse, 
and,  to  a  less  extent,  the  temperature  in  py- 

rexia, and  are,  in  mv  opinion,  too  much  neg- 
lected for  these  objects  in  practice.  Yera- 

trum viride  is  largely  used  in  America  in  the 
treatment  of  fevers,  and  its  effect  upon  the 
pulse  is  speedy  and  most  decided ;  the  only 
objection  to  its  use  in  private  practice  which 
my  experience  suggests  is  its  liability  to  in- 

duce suden  nausea  and  faintness,  but  these 
symptoms  are  transient,  and  cease  on  the  ad- 

ministration of  a  stimulant.  Ten  or  fifteen 
minims  of  the  tincture  may  be  given  every 
four  or  six  hours.  Aconite  is  a  remedy  of 
great  value  for  reducing  the  pulse  and  tem- 

perature in  fever,  and  especially  in  the  py- 
rexia resulting  from  local  inflammations,  and 

is  much  less  used  than  it  deserves  to  be. 
Digitalis  is  another  remedy  which  I  have 
often  found  very  serviceable  in  various  forms 
of  pyrexia.  While  increasing  the  force  of 
the  cardiac  contractions,  it  diminishes  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse,  reduces  the  tempera- 

ture, and  increases  the  rlo^v  of  urine.  Lastly, 
antimony  reduces,  in  a  marked  degree,  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse  in  pyrexia,  and  pro- 

motes diaphoresis  and  mucous  secretion.  It 
was  at  one  time  largely  used  in  all  fevers,  but 
in  many  it  is  contraindicated  by  its  tendency 
to  weaktn  the  contracting  power  of  the  heart. 

4.  The  nutrition  of  the  body  must  be  main- 
tained by  appropriate  food,  in  the  form  of 

milk,  beef -tea,  eggs  and  farinaceous  articles. 
Not  long  ago  it  was  a  custom  to  starve  fevers  ; 
and  you  may  probably  have  heard  that  the 
late  Dr  Graves,  of  Dublin,  who  was  mainly 
instrumental  in  doing  away  with  this  objec- 

tionable custom,  expressed  a  wish  that  his 
epitaph  mkht  be,  "  He  fed  fevers."  The 
modern  tendency,  however,  is  perhaps  to 
over-feed  fevers,  and  especially  to  give  too 
much  nitrogenous  food.  Dr.  Parkes  has 
shown  that  there  are  theoretical  objections 
to  a  purely  nitrogenous  diet  in  fevers.  It  is 
doubtful  if  the  disintegrating  nitrogenous  tis- 

sues can  be  fed  ;  and  in  that  case  the  albu- 
minous food  must  be  got  rid  of  by  the  already 

over-tasked  glandular  organs.  Milk  is  in 
most  cases  preferable  to  beef-tea  as  an  article 
of  diet  in  fevers. 

Jn  many  cases  of  fever  it  will  be  necessary 
to  give  stimulants.  You  must  not  give  stimu- 

lants simply  because  the  patient  has  fever. 
Many  patients  with  fever  do  better  without 
them.  But  you  must  not  refrain  from  giving 
stimulants  when  the  heart  shows  signs  of 
weakness,  as  happens  in  the  advanced  stages 
of  most  protracted  fevers.  The  heart  may  be 
ar.ificially  stimulated  by  sinapisms  and  other 
irritating  applications  to  the  skin,  but  better 
by  the  internal  administration  of  ammonia, 

ethers,  and  alcohol,  in  quantities  proportioned 
to  the  weakness  of  the  heart  and  pulse. 

5.  In  every  case  of  pyrexia,  you  must  com- 
bat dangerous  symptoms  as  they  arise.  Stag- 

nation of  blood  in  the  pulmonary  capillaries 
impeding  the  aeration  of  the  blood  is  to  be 
met  by  stimulants,  cuch  as  alcohol,  carbonate 
of  ammonia,  and  ethers.  Digitalis,  by  strength- 

ening the  heart's  action,  and  turpentine, 
which  seems  to  stimulate  the  ca  illary  circula- 

tion, are  also  useful  under  these  circumstan- 
ces; while  advantage  will  likewise  be  derived 

from  mustard  and  linseed-poultices  to  the 
chest,  and  from  warm  applications  to  the  feet. 
When  uremic  symptoms  predominate,  the 
action  of  the  skin  and  bowels  is  to  be  promo- 

ted, digitalis  and  saline  diure  ics  may  be  given 
to  increase  the  flow  of  urine,  sinapisms  and 
linseed-poultices  are  to  be  applied  over  the 
loins ;  while  attempts  may  be  made  to  rouse 
the  patient  by  cold  affusion  to  the  head,  by 
blistering  the  shaven  scalp  with  liquor  ammo- 

nia, and  by  sinapisms  to  the  nape  and  feet. 
In  many  enses  of  fever  you  will  also  be  ca'led 
upon  to  relieve  distressing  symptoms— such  as 
diarrhea,  pain,  sleeplessness  and  delirium — 
which,  if  unchecked,  hasten  exhaustion  and 
prevent  recovery. 

6.  You  rxust  counteract,  as  far  as  possible, 
secondary  complications,  which  will  vary  ac- 

cording to  the  primary  cause  of  the  pyrexia, 
and  which  always  add  to  the  patient's  danger. 

Lastly,  I  would  caution  you  against  two 
errors  in  the  treatment  of  pyrexia. 

1.  You  must  take  care  that  the  remedial 
measure  which  you  ados<t  in  no  way  thwart 
the  natural  modes  of  recovery,  or  favor  the 
natural  modes  of  death. 

2.  At  the  same  time  you  must  not  be  con- 
tent with  adopting  a  treatment  of  pure  ex- 

pectancy. You  must  not  forget  that  the  nat- 
ural termination  of  pyrexia  may  be  death,  as 

well  as  recovery. 

Operation  for  Elongation  of  the  Long  Bones. 
Prof.  J.  C.  Hughes  reports  the  following 

case  and  novel  operation  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  wSociety  : 
James  H.  Dimond,  set.  13,  during  the  month 

of  October,  1856,  was  thrown  from  a  horse- 
cart,  producing  a  comminuted  fracture  of  the 
left  femur,  in  its  upper  third.  The  limb  was 
immediately  placed  in  position,  aud  dressed 
with  the  loug  splint — Desault  modified  by  Phy- 

sic. £To  unpleasant  symptoms  attended  the 
treatment,  aud  at  the  expiration  cf  further 
protection  to  the  limb,  I  continued  dressings 
to  the  leg  for  twenty  days  longer,  when  I  re- 

moved the  entire  dressings,  the  limb  giving 
evidence  of  perfect  recovery.  He  now  -began 
to  move  about  upon  crutches,  and  in  a  few 
days  was  engaged  in  the  sports  upon  the  snow 
with  a  hand-sled.  At  the  expiration  of  two 
months— which  time  I  had  been  absent  from 
the  city — the  patient  presented  himself  at  my 
office,  with  the  leg,  to  my  great  astonishment, 
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so  distorted  and  shortened  that,  upon  meas- 
urement, I  found  a  difference  of  two  and  one- 

quarter  inches— the  convexity  of  the  bend  be- 
ing just  below  the  great  trochanter,  forming  a 

very  angular  curve.  Upon  inquiry,  I  found 
the  bending  to  have  been  gradual,  having 
commenced  soon  after  the  removal  of  the 
dressings,  but  now  so  firm  as  to  forbid  any 
hope  of  restoration  from  treatment,  short  of 
operative  interference.  The  breaking  down 
of  new  deposit,  by  the  establishment  of  frac- 

ture, in  a  case  wnich  had  been  comminuted, 
did  not  offer  much  in  the  way  of  cure.  The 
deformity,  however,  continued  to  increase, 
until  the  shortening  measured  two  and  three- 
fourth  inches,  interfering  materially  with 
locomotion. 
During  the  summer  of  1857,  he  became 

anxious  to  have  the  limb  straightened,  and 
consultea  me  ssveral  times.  I  gave  him  some 
encouragement  in  relation  to  the  result  which 
might  follow  an  operation,  but  aivised  him  to 
wait  until  the  fall.  I  frequently  examined  it 
after  that  time,  and,  weighing  the  chances  of 
a  cure,  by  Barton's  method  of  operating, 
concluded  to  suggest  what  I  conceived  to  be 
an  improvement — one  in  which,  if  the  opera- 

tion could  be  made  successful,  would  not  only 
correct  the  deformity  produced  by  the  curve, 
but  would  restore  the  limb  to  its  natural  length. 
After  having  secured  the  consent  of  patient 
and  friends,  I  presented  the  claims  of  the  ope- 

ration to  my  colleagues  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Iowa  University,  who  thought 

favorably  of  the  new  method  suggested,  and 
sanctioned  its  adoption.  On  the  5th  of  De- 

cember, 1857,  before  the  medical  class  of  the 
University  I  presented  the  patient,  and  after 
a  full  explanation  of  the  case — the  dangers  as 
well  as  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  advan- 

tages of  the  operation — I  proceeded  in  the 
following  manner.  So  determined  was  the 
patient  to  have  the  operation  performed,  that 
when  upon  the  operating  table,  just  before 
commencing  the  administration  of  chloroform, 
used  the  following  significant  language  :  Here 
goes  for  a  straight  leg  or  a  dead  body  /" 
Having  prepared  a  needle  six  inches  in 

length,  of  malleable  iron,  I  attached  to  it  the 
chain  saw ;  then,  with  the  scalpel,  made  an  in- 

cision some  three  inches  in  length,  directly 
over  the  greatest  convexity  of  the  curve,  and 
laid  bare  the  bone,  which  was,  at  this  point, 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  twice  its  natural  thick- 

ness. I  now  entered  the  needle  on  the  inside, 
and  with  the  use  of  considerable  force,  pushed 
it  around,  hugging  the  bone  so  closely  with 
the  needle's  point,  as  not  to  endanger  vessels 
or  nerves,  and  doing  but  little  injury  to  the 
soft  parts.  As  the  point  of  the  needie  reach- 

ed the  opening  or  entrance  on  the  opposite 
side — having  made  the  circumference  of  the 
bone  — I  took  hold  of  its  point  with  a  strong 
pair  of  forceps,  and  forced  it  through,  leaving 
the  chain-saw  in  contact  with  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  circumference  of  the  bone,  in- 

cluding the  concavity  of  the  curve.  Having 

secured  for  the  saw  the  position  desired,  I  at 
once  affixed  the  handles,  and  proceeded  to  cut 
through  from  the  inner  or  concave  surface. 
Not  wishing  to  sever  the  entire  thickness  of 
the  femur,  I  made  the  incision  extend  about 
three-fourths  through,  and  then,  with  pressure 
from  the  outside,  or  from  the  convex  surface, 
broke  down  the  outer  fourth,  which,  with  the 
periosteum  and  soft  tissues,  kept  up  the  attach- 

ments between  the  extremities  of  the  bone. 
Having  now  removed  the  saw,  I  was  enabled 
to  make  extension  which  would  give  me  the 
full  length  of  the  sound  limb.  The  gap  or 
space  secured,  by  which  I  gained  length,  was 
on  the  inner  or  concave  surface,  instead  of  the 
outer  or  convex,  as  in  Barton's  method.  I 
had  not  removed  a  wedge-shaped  portion  of 
bone,  as  by  the  old  method  ;  but  had  secured, 
by  making  my  incision  from  the  inside,  a 
wedge-shaped  space,  which,  when  extension 
was  produced,  could  fill  up  and  be  united  by 
any  bony  deposit. 

I  at  once  placed  the  limb  in  Desault's 
long  splint,  and  treated  as  for  compound  frac- 

ture. The  danger  to  be  anticipated  from  the 
injury  inflicted  upon  the  tissues,  and  the  pres- 

ence of  bone-dust  produced  by  the  saw,  would 
be  active  inflammation  followed  by  extensive 
suppuration.  This  was,  however,  more  imagi- 

nary than  real.  The  case  progressed  most  fa- 
vorably, scarcely  maintaining  the  ordinary 

symptoms  of  compound  fracture.  But  little 
suppuration  followed — the  discharge  of  pus 
being  confined  to  the  original  wound.  In  ten 
weeks  and  three  days  he  was  removed  to  his 
home,  one  mile  from  the  hospital,  and  in  four 
months  from  the  operation,  he  was  able  to 
attend  school.  His  health  improved,  the  leg 
became  strong,  and  in  a  few  months  I  found 
him  acting  as  bell-boy  in  one  of  our  hotels, 
making  good  time  either  up  or  down  a  stair- case. The  limb,  which  had  been  two  and 
three-fourth  inches  shortened,  was  now  within 
half  an  inch  of  the  length  of  the  sound  one. 

Paracentesis  in  Pleurisy  and  Empyema. 

Dr.  Henry  W.  Fuller,  in  a  recent  lec- 
ture in  The  British  Medical  Journal,  says  : 

I  propose  to  take  into  consideration  some 
of  the  effects  of  pleurisy  and  their  treatment, 
and  particularly  to  discuss  the  propriety  of 
tapping  to  withdraw  the  effused  fluid  from  the 
thoracic  cavity.  In  an  ordinary  attack  of 
pleurisy,  the  symptoms  subside,  without  the 

adoption  of  any  active  local  treatment.  "With fomentations  to  the  chest  and  appropriate  in- 
ternal remedies,  the  patient  generally  recov- 

ers. But  in  some  cases,  either  from  an  origi- 
nal fault  in  the  constitution,  or  from  neglect 

of  treatment  in  the  onset  of  the  attack,  the 
accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  thoracic  cavity 
becomes  very  great.  All  ordinary  measures 
fail  to  produce  absorption  of  the  serum ;  the 
lung  becomes  compressed  ;  the  respiration  is 
seriously  interfered  with ;  and  the  adoption 
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of  some  other  remedies  becomes  essential  for 
the  relief  of  the  patient.  We  often  meet  with 
cases  of  this  kind  in  the  hospital.  They  come 
in  with  the  pleural  cavity  full  of  fluid ;  no  res- 

piration is  to  be  heard  on  the  affected  side ; 
and,  notwi'hstandmg  the  application  of  blis- 

ters, etc.,  there  is  no  lessening  of  the  fluid. 
Something  further  must  then  be  done ;  and 
tapping  of  the  chest  under  these  circumstances 
is  constantly  practiced. 

I  remember  the  time  when  tapping  of  the 
chest  n  yver  was  had  recourse  to  except  where 
the  patient  was  almost  at  the  point  of  death. 
It  was  said  that  the  admission  of  air  into  the 
pleura  was  almost  necessarily  fatal  ;  and  that 
tapping  was  an  extreme  measure  to  be  had recourse  to  only  when  it  was  obvious  that  the 
patient  must  otherwise  die.  The  delay  till 
the  patient  was  utterly  exhausted  made  the 
tapping  useless,  and  the  operation  almost  in- 

variably proved  fatal.  Of  late  the  error  has 
been  in  the  other  direction — namely,  tapping 
too  early  ;  and  it  is  in  reference  to  the  question 
of  tapping,  as  illustrated  by  the  caje  of  An- 

drews, in  the  Cambridge  Ward,  that  I  wish 
to  speak  to  you  to-day.  I  shall  first  say  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  thoracentesis  when 
the  fluid  is  simply  serous.  If  you  are  called 
to  see  a  patient,  whose  chest  is  full  of  fluid,  it 
is  well  to  ascertain  at  once,  by  a  small-grooved 
needle  or  an  aspira  or,  what  the  fluid  is.  It 
may  be  simple  serum,  or  it  may  be  a  sero- 
purulent  fluid.  The  question  of  tapping  must 
be  considered  under  both  of  these  heads.  If 
the  fluid  drawn  off  by  means  of  the  aspirator 
prove  to  be  simple  serum,  and  the  patient's 
breathing  be  not  seriously  oppressed,  you 
should  try  to  promote  absorption  by  remedial 
asrents  before  haviug  recourse  to  tapping. 
Diuretics,  diaphoretics,  iodide  of  potassium, 
mercury ,  and  other  remedies,  have  been  em- 

ployed for  this  purpose,  but  in  most  instances 
with  little  or  no  result.  In  mauv  cases,  how- 

ever, blisters  have  proved  beueficial ;  and  so 
also  has  the  constant  applicati  n  to  the  chest 
of  a  weak  solution  of  iodine,  which  I  am  in 
the  habit  of  applying  to  swollen  joints,  viz.  : 
an  ounc  ■■  of  the  compound  tincture  to  two 
ounces  of  glycerine  and  five  of  water.  The 
advantage  of  this  weak  solution  is,  that  you 
get  all  the  absorbent  properties  of  iodi  e 
without  damaging  the  cuticle,  and  so  destroy- 

ing the  absorbent  surface.  In  aid  of  blisters 
and  the  iodine  lotion,  it  is  advisable  to  have 
recourse  to  what  has  been  termed  the  dry 
method  of  trea'ment,  which  is  the  denying  the 
patient  any  fluid  food,  so  as  to  prom  ;te  the 
natural  absorpii  >n  of  the  fluid  in  the  chest. 
When  the  pleural  membrane  is  healthy,  this 
method  will  alraos  prove  sufficient  of  itself 
to  remove  the  fluid,  by  rendering  the  vessels 
eager  to  take  up  fluid  wherever  they  can  get 
it;  and  it  should  always  be  resorted  to  in  aid 
of  blisters  and  absorbent  applications  to  the 
chest  But  in  cases  of  pleurisy,  where  the 
pleural  membrane  is  unhealthy,  I  believe  the 
dry  method  rarely  does  much  good,  and  cer- 

tainly is  not  to  be  relied  on.  In  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  if,  after  the  lapse  of  a  month, 
the  chest  be  full  of  fluid,  and  the  general  health 
be  suffering,  something  must  be  done  speedily 
to  relieve  the  patient,  and  tapping  i3  the  only 
reliable  expedient. 

But  here  arises  a  question  which  is  much 
discussed.  I  refer  to  the  admission  of  a;r  into 
the  p  eural  cavity.  It  is  commonly  stated  that 
if  you  admit  air  into  the  pleural  cavity  the 
pleural  memurane  will  probably  thereby  be- 

come irritated  ;  and  the  discharge,  instead  of 
remaining  simple  serum,  will  become  sero- 
purulent,  and  ultimately  purulent.  In  conse- 

quence of  this  opinion  all  sorts  of  contrivances 
have  been  adopted  to  exclude  air — syringes 
with  elaborate  stopcocks ;  trocars  with  elastic 
tubes,  opening  under  water ;  and  a  varietv  of 
others.  All  these,  however,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  are  simply  u-eless.  The  idea  that  it 
is  possible  to  draw  oft' the  fluid  from  the  chest without  admitting  air  contravenes  a  well  estab- 

lished physical  law,  and  therefore  these  con- 
trivances fail  in  their  object.  I  wish  you  se- 

riously to  consider  the  condition  of  the  organ 
with  which  we  have  to  deal.  We  are  dealing 
with  a  closed  cavity,  and  its  walls  are  more  or 
less  rigid.  If  you  take  a  cavity,  such  as  a  cask, 
with  perfectly  rigid  walls,  you  can  get  nothing 
out  of  the  cask  by  tapping  it,  unless  you  admit 
air.  Nature  abhors  a  vaccum  ;  and  it  is  a  well 
kaown  and  recognized  physical  law,  that  noth- 

ing can  be  taken  out  of  a  cavity  without  the 
admission  of  something  else  in  its  place.  The 
chest  resembles  a  cask  in  being  a  closed  cavi- 

ty, and  differs  from  it  only  in  having  walls 
which  will  yield  in  various  directions.  The 
ribs  will  yield  ;  the  lungs  will  expand  to  a  cer- 

tain extent ;  the  mediastinum  will  press  on  to 
the  affected  side  to  a  certain  degree  ;  the  space 
above  the  clavicle  wiil  fall  in ;  and  the  dia- 

phragm will  rise  a  little  ;  and  to  that  extent, 
bat  to  that  extent  only,  is  it  possible  to  draw  off 
fluid  from  the  chest  without  the  admission  of 
air.  Well,  then,  in  a  simple  effusion,  in  many 
instances  we  shall  do  well  to  exclude  the  air, 
although  there  js  not  a  great  deal  of  harm  in 
admitting  ic.  In  the  vast  majority  of  cases 
where  air  has  been  admitted,  it  has  all  disap- 

peared in  twenty-four  hours ;  and  for  its  setting 
up  a  purulent  condition  of  the  contents,  it  is  a 
matter  of  theory,  and  not  of  practice — only 
occurring  in  exceptional  cases.  I  have  ad- 

vised the  operation  over  and  over  aeain  in 
this  hospital ,  and  I  have  let  the  patient  pump 
air  iu  and  out  of  the  pleura  for  five  minutes  in 
succession,  to  show  you  that  no  evil  conse- 

quences result.  Not  that  I  recommend  you  to 
do  this  in  practice,  because,  in  the  great  ma- 

jority of  instances  in  which  pure  serous  effu- 
sion exists  with  great  tension  of  the  thoracic 

cavity,  it  is  useless  to  do  more  than  draw  off  a 
certain  portion  of  the  fluid,  and  so  relieve  the 
tension  of  the  thoracic  walls.  When  this  has 
been  effected,  absorption  of  the  remaining 
fluid  usually  takes  place  in  the  natural  way. 
The  chances  are  that,  if  you  withdraw  twenty 
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ounces— and  in  a  flexible  chest  you  may  with- 
draw thirty  ounces  without  the  admission  of 

air— the  remainder  will  be  absorbed  in  the 
natural  way,  and  the  patient  will  make  a  good 
recovery.  Here  it  is  needless,  and  therefore 
wrong,  to  run  the  risk  of  admitting  air ;  but 
I  would  at  the  same  time  point  out  to  you 
as  the  result  of  my  experiences,  that  the  vast 
majority  of  cases  in  which  air  has  been  freely 
admitted  have  made  a  good  recovery. 

Bemoval  of  the  Uvula. 
Mr.  E.  Noble  Smith,  L.  R.  C.  P.,  M  R.  C. 

S.,  writes  to  the  British  Medical  Journal: 
I  am  induced  to  bring  this  subject  before 

the  profession  for  the  following  reason. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  late  Mr,  Yearsley  pub- 

lished these  remarks:  "  Excision  of the  Uvula. 
In  order  to  gain  all  the  advantages,  and  insure 
no  disadvantage,  from  this  operation,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  whole  of  the  uvula  should  be 
removed,  and  not  part  only,  as  has  been  the 
u*ual  practice.  It  is  owing  to  this  partial  re- 

moval that  patients  have  occasionally  been 
sadly  inconvenienced  by  the  irritation  kept  up 
by  the  food,  in  its  passage  through  the  isthmus, 
striking  against  the  amputated  surface.  In 
consequence  of  such  result,  Dr.  Bennati,  a 
talented  physician  of  Paris,  who  some  years 
ago  used  to  amputate  the  extremity  of  the 
uvula  in  singers,  discontinued  the  practice. 
In  the  numerous  cases  in  which  I  have  per- 

formed total  excision,  I  have  never  seen  such 
a  result.  It  may  therefore  be  set  down  as  an 
axiom  that  shortening  or  snipping  the  uvula  is 
a  most  objectionable  operation ;  whereas  its 
enthe  removal,  by  which  the  palatine  arches 
are  thrown  into  one,  is  an  operation  which  in 
suitable  cases  is  to  be  commended.  The 
utrn.st  pains  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the 
results  of  loss  of  the  uvula;  but  in  no  one  case 
can  I  find  that  the  slightest  inconvenience  has 
arisen  from  its  removal.  The  fact  that  the  re- 

moval of  the  uvula  involves  no  subsequent  in- 
convenience to  the  patient,  is  of  itself  of  the 

greattst  interest  both  in  a  physiological  and  a 
practical  point  of  view." 

Notwithstanding  this  sound  advice,  there 
still  remain  many  members  of  the  profession 
who  practice  snipping  or  partial  removal;  to 
the  detriment  of  both  patient  and  practitioner, 
and  with  the  result  of  causing  the  public 
strongly  to  oppose  operative  interference.  I 
have  lately  met  with  numerous  cases  in  which 
patients  have  submitted  to  what  was  styled  re- 

moval of  the  uvula,  proving,  however,  but  a 
partial  removal.  The  consequence  has  been 
that  the  raw  surface  has  remained  dangling, 
irritated  by  every  morsel  of  food  that  passed 
down  the  throat;  and  in  some  cases  inflam- 

mation has  arisen,  spreading  to  the  throat  and 
larynx;  weeks  of  suffering  have  occasionally 
followed,  terminating  generally  by  leaving  the 
uvula  as  long  as  it  was  before  the  operation. 

It  is  not  surprising  to  find  this  remedy  often 
condemned,  upon  the  following  grounds,  viz.: 
that  it  causes  much  pain  and  suffering,  and 

is  of  no  permanent  benefit,  for  the  orsan 
almost  invariably  grows  again.  Not  only  is  it 
thus,  but  very  many  members  of  the  profession 
are  impressed  with  the  idea  that  excision  of 
the  uvula  is  an  unjustifiable,  or  rather  an  use- 

ful operation,  and  they  have,  therefore,  dis- 
continued it;  others,  more  persevering,  have 

resorted  to  repeated  snipping,  with  an  uniform 
result  of  regrowth.  With  regard  to  entire  re- 

moval which  I  have  always  practiced,  the 
possibility  of  detrimental  hemorrhage  is  ad- 

vanced as  an  objection;  and  I  believe  some 
cases  are  upon  record  where  the  excision  has 
been  followed  by  unpleasant  results.  Patients 
have  been  known  to  bleed  to  death  after  the 
removal  of  a  tooth ;  but  that  fact  would 
scarcely  be  a  sufficient  argument  to  deter  any 
one  from  the  operation  of  tooth-drawing.  In 
the  loss  of  either  an  uvula  or  a  tooth,  common 
precautions  would  avert  so  unfortunate  an 

evyent. 
All  the  cases  in  which  I  have  removed  the 

uvula  have  resulted  satisfactorily;  and  I  have 
experienced  the  good  fortune  of  not  having 
bad  any  in  which  the  bleeding  has  not  been 
almost  immediately  stopped  by  cold  water 
gargle.  In  one  case,  the  patient  had  an 
enormously  enlarged  uvula,  half  an  inch  in 
thickness,  and  extremely  vascular.  I  feared 
that  the  removal  might  possibly  cause  some 
troublesome  bleeding,  so  I  had  in  readiness 
some  of  the  strong  liquor  ferri  perchloridi 
with  which  to  touch  the  wound ;  but  I  found 
its  use  quite  unnecessary,  as  the  hemorrhage 
stopped  in  a  very  few  moments.  If  in  any 
case  iron  failed,  I  should  apply  a  wire-ligature, 
which  could  be  very  easily  done  with  an  in- 

strument that  I  have  had  made  for  excising 
very  vascuUr  uvulas  ;  a  de.-cription  of  which 
I  hope  to  give  upon  some  future  occasion. 
The  following  case  is,  I  think,  worth  re- 

cording, in  order  to  i  lustrate  another  feature 
of  the  malady,  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 

tention of  the  profession. 
T.  B.,  set.  34,  had  apparently  been  a  power- 

ful man  ;  but,  at  the  time  when  he  applied  for 
treatment  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  in  the 
middle  of  June,  1868,  he  appeared  to  be  suffer- 

ing from  advanced  phthisis.  He  was  ex- 
tremely emaciated,  and  had  a  distressing 

cough,  which  had  commenced  in  April,  and 
continued  in  spite  of  all  treatment.  He  had 
been  losing  flesh  and  strength  rapidly,  and 
had  just  previously  been  treated,  he  said,  for 
consumption  at  an  eminent  hospital.  I  ex- 

amined his  lungs,  and  was  surprised  to  find  no 
sign  of  disease.  I  then  looked  at  his  throat, 
and  found  an  extremely  elongated  uvula;  the 
throat  was  also  in  Aimed  I  prescribed  chlorate 
of  potash  and  bark,  and  astringent  gargles ; 
but  the  uvula  remaining  enlarged,  I  cut  it  off. 
From  that  moment  the  cough  stopped,  aud 
the  man  continued  to  improve  until  August 
25th,  when  he  was  quite  well  and  strong. 

I  have  had  many  patients  who  hive  b?en 
undergoing  treaiment  for  lung  disease,  whose 
maladies  ceased  with  the  removal  of  the  uvula. 
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Dr.  Stevens  writes  to  the  British  Medical 

Journal : 
Having  lately  had  charge  of  two  small-pox 

hospitals  in  Plymouth,  I  have  adopted  the 
disinfectant  treatment  of  Dr.  Sansom,  of  Lon- 

don, viz.,  the  administration  internally  of  bi- 
sulphate  of  soda  every  four  hours,  and  the 
application  of  olive-oil  and  carbolic  acid  to 
the  pustules  externally.  By  these  means,  he 
contends,  that  u  the  patients  are  themselves 
disinfected,  and  rendered  inocuous  to  the  com- 
muity  at  large."  I  must  say  that  this  plan 
has  been  attended  by  more  favorable  results 
than  any  other  with  which  I  had  previously 
been  acquainted,  and  can  most  strongly  rec- 

ommend it  to  my  professional  brethren.  I 
have,  however,  to  make  certain  that  no  infec- 

tion should  be  conveyed  to  the  public  after 
leaving  the  hospital,  caused  each  patient  to 
be  pul  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  on  three  suc- 

cessive days  into  a  bath  containing  a  pint  of 
chloralum.  This  has  been  done  immediately 
convalescence  has  been  established,  and  the 
patients  have  been  discharged  from  the  insti- 

tution forthwith.  By  this  proceeding  much 
expense  has  been  saved,  and  the  beds  made 
available  for  other  sufferers  in  quick  rotation. 
I  have  also  employed  chloralum  in  solution 
as  an  external  remedy  before  the  application 
of  olive-oil  and  carbolic-acid.  This  has  been 
the  means  of  cooling  the  inflamed  surface  and 
of  allaying  the  itching. 

Kanewal  of  a  Joint  after  Resection. 
Dr.  V.  Czerny  describes  in  the  Archiv  fur 

Klin.  Chir.  (Band  xiii.)  an  interesting  case  of 
reproduction  of  the  elbow-joint  after  resec- 

tion : 
The  subject  was  a  weakly  girl  set.  13, 

whose  elbow  had  become  anchylosed  in  a 
faulty  position  after  inflammation.  On  ac- 

count of  this,  and  of  the  presence  of  caries 
which  was  extending  on  the  ulna,  resection 
was  performed.  The  piece  of  bone  removed 
was  one  and  one-third  inches  long  in  front 
and  two  and  a  half  inches  behind  ;  the  articu- 

lar portion  of  the  humerus  and  of  the  bones 
of  the  forearm  were  thus  taken  away.  The 
child  recovered,  with  power  of  moving  the  el- 

bow between  the  angles  of  60  and  113  degrees  ; 
rotation,  however,  was  impossible.  The  ex 
ternal  appearance  of  the  limb  was  normal. 
Two  and  a  half  years  after  the  operation  the 
child  died  from  pneumonia  supervening  on 
suppuration  of  the  .knee-joint.  On  exami- 
tion,  the  muscles  surrounding  the  joint  were 
found  to  possess  normal  attachments.  Be- 

tween the  triceps  and  radius,  a  piece  of  bone 
eight  lines  long  was  found,  forming  the  ana- 

logue of  the  olecranon.  At  the  end  of  the 
humerus,  two  distinct  condyles  had  been  de- 

veloped, having  between  them  a  concave  sur- 
face, which  articulated  with  two  facets  in  the 

upper  end  of  the  radius  and  ulna.  The  articu- 

lar surfaces  were  covered  with  cartilage  ;  and 
there  was  a  synovial  membrane. 

Treatment  of  Small-Pox. 
Dr.  Stokes  read  a  communication  to  the 

Dublin  College  of  Physicians  on  the  treatment 
of  small-pox,  especially  considered  with  a  view 
of  the  prevention  of  pitting  after  the  disease. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  existence  of  the  pre- 

sent epidemic  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
assumption  that  small-pox  had  been  stamped 
out  in  Ireland.  In  his  opinion  another  ex- 

ample of  the  change  of  type  in  disease,  an 
asthenic  form  of  zymotic  affections  having 
taken  the  place  of  their  previously  existing 
asthenic  character,  was  afforded  in  the  in- 

stance of  variola.  He  believed  that  the 
liability  to  pitting  was  greater  in  sthenic 
than  m  typhoid  cases,  and  in  searching  for  a 
reason  he  had  found  that  the  tendency  to  pit 
depended  mainly  on  the  degree  of  vascularity 
of  the  skin.  The  indications  to  be  fulfilled  in 
the  attempt  to  check  or  even  entirely  to  pre- 

vent the  occurrence  of  this  unpleasant  conse- 
quence of  small-pox  were  three :  1,  the  ex- 

clusion of  air ;  2,  the  maintenance  of  the  pans 
affected  in  a  moist  state  ;  and  3,  the  alleviation 
of  local  irritation.  All  these  indications  were 
satisfied  by  the  repeated  application  of  soft 
linseed-meal  poultices  to  the  face,  which  was 
the  part  most  exposed  to  the  air,  consequent- 

ly the  most  dry,  and  lastly  the  most  highly 
vascular.  Dr.  Stokes  cited  a  remarkable  case 
which  exemplified  the  good  effect  of  local  de- 

pletion of  the  face  by  leeches,  in  preventing 
the  development  of  pustules  and  the  forma- 

tion of  pits.  A  young  girl  was  admilted  to 
hospital  with  every  symptom  of  most  intense 
pyrexia,  including  terrible  headache.  So  ur- 

gent was  the  last-named  symptom,  that  leeches 
were  applied  to  the  temples  in  considerable 
numbers.  Two  days  afterward  a  dense  crop 
of  smail-pox  vesicles  sprang  up  all  over  the 
body  and  extremities,  and  soon  became  con- 

fluent, while  on  the  face  and  neck  only  a  few 
aborted  pustules  made  their  appearance.  If 
it  were  required  to  carry  out  the  indications 
already  alluded  to  in  the  case  of  the  entire 
body,  the  treatment  proposed  by  Hebra,  of 
continued  immersion  in  a  warm  bath,  was  in- 

valuable. In  the  Meath  Hospital  a  patient  at 
death's  door  in  small-pox,  his  body  being  a 
mass  of  foul,  foetid,  and  reeking  sores,  was 
plunged  into  a  bath  and  kept  there  for  seven 
consecutive  hours.  All  delirium  ceased  at 
once,  the  sufferer's  torture  was  at  an  end,  and 
he  quickly  became  convalescent.  He  con- 

cluded by  giving  his  hearty  testimony  of  ap- 
proval of  the  method  introduced  by  Hebra, 

pointing  out  its  freedom  from  danger,  the 
possibility  of  administering  nourishment  and 
stimu'ants  to  patients  while  in  the  bath,  and 
the  fact  that  the  relief  given  in  #  the  most 
severe  confluent  cases  was  at  once  immediate 
and  permanent. 
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Eliminative  Treatment  of  Chole:  a. 

Dr.  Kaczorowski,  in  an  article  on  an  epi- 
demic of  cholera,  which  prevailed  in  Posen  in 

1866,  published  in  the  Berliner  Klin.  Woch- 
enschr.  for  January  8th,  speaks  favorably  of 
the  eliminative  treatment  of  cholera.  The  re- 

sult in  a  number  of  cases  which  he  had  ob- 
served in  hospital  and  private  practice,  led 

him  to  believe  that  the  cholera-poison  is  ex- 
creted through  the  bowels,  and  sometimes 

through  the  lungs  ;  that  its  passage  into  the 
blood  thickens  this  fluid  and  paralyses  the 
heart ;  and  that  this  occurs  the  more  rapidly 
the  earlier  the  intestinal  evacuation  is  arrest- 

ed. He  asks  whether  the  fact  that  the  sup- 
pression of  the  intestinal  evacuation  is  a  oad 

sign,  is  not  a  guide  to  the  treatment,  In  1852 
he  had  observed  the  good  effects  following  the 
use  of  evacuants,  especially  ipecacuanha  as  an 
emetic  and  calomel  as  a  purgative  ;  and  he 

made  ihe  same  observation  in"  1853, 1855  and 1856,  but  found  that  in  some  cases  the  use  of 
mercury  was  followed  by  tedious  stomatis.  In 
1866  he  gave  castor  oil  and  wine,  with  quinine 
during  the  stage  of  reaction.  The  following 
was  the  mode  of  treatment  which  he  followed. 
When  the  patient  was  seen  in  the  early  stage 
he  was  in  bed  and  covered  with  a  blanket ;  a 
cold  compress  was  applied  over  the  head  and 
abdomen ;  iced  water  was  given  him  for 
drink  ;  and  a  tablespoonful  of  castor  oil,  with 
a  luiio  canipht  r  or  peppermint,  was  adminis- 

tered. It  the  oil  were  vomited  (which  frequent- 
ly occurred),  the  dose  was  repeated,  and  the 

patient  was  kept  in  the  horizontal  position,  no 
drink  being  given  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes. 
In  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two  there  were 
usually  several  stools  mixed  with  flocculent 
matter  (mtestinal  epithelium).  This  was  fol- 

lowed by  cessation  of  the  anxiety  and  restless- 
ness, and  of  the  vomiting  and  abdominal  symp- 
toms ;  the  extremities  began  to  recover 

warunh,  and  the  pulse  became  slower  and  ful- 
ler. The  muscular  cramps  were  obviated  as 

far  as  possible  by  rest,  and,  when  they  oc- 
curred, were  relieved  by  extension  made  by 

the  attendants.  In  most  of  the  acute  cases 
this  treatment,  Dr.  Kaczorowski  says,  was  suf- 

ficient to  arrest  the  disease.  If  the  symptoms 
returned  after  some  hours  (which  not  unfre- 
quently  happened),  the  dose  ot  castor  oil  was 
repeated,  with  the  results  already  described. 

On  the  Internal  Use  of  Carbolic  Acid. 

Mr.  James  Allen,  M.  B.,  L.  R.  C.  S.  E., 
Newmilns,  Ayrshire,  writes  to  the  British 
Medical  Journal : 
I  intend  to  point  out  shortly  diseases  in 

which,  1  believe,  from  the  results  I  have  ob- 
tained, carbolic  acid  may  be  used  with  success. 

In  the  treatment  of  mucous  tubercles  and 
primary  syphilitic  sores,  I  have  met  with 
a  considerable  amount  of  success.  The  method 
of  using  it  is  by  applying  a  solution  of  equal 
parts  of  carbolic  acid  and  water  once  daily, 
and  by  the  constant  application  of  a  lotion  of 

eight  grains  of  carbolic  acid  to  the  ounce  of 
water.  If  the  aeid  be  applied  in  a  concen- 

trated form,  it  causes  the  sore  to  assume  a 
whitish  appearance,  after  which  a  thiu  yel- 

low scab  forms,  which  separates  in  three  or 
four  days.  In  all  cases  the  pain  was  incon- 

siderable, and  the  destruction  of  the  sores 
rapid.  According  to  the  trials  in  which  I 
have  emplosed  carbolic  acid  in  the  treatment 
of  syphilis,  I  am  unable  to  form  a  definite 
opinion  of  its  merits  or  defects.  In  two  cases 
which  resisted  all  the  usual  remedial  means  it 
was  prescribed,  and  in  a  few  weeks  all  the 
symptoms  had  disappeared.  The  effects  have 
also  been  investigated  by  Dr.  Kohn  iu  Hebra's 
wards,  in  whose  experience  the  beneficial  re- sults were  not  so  marked  as  to  recommend  its 
administration. 

I  agree  with  many  observers  as  to  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  carbolic  acid  in  the  fermenta- 

tive class  of  dyspeptic  cases,  in  which  there 
is  flatulence  with  evolution  of  gas,  with  a  ten- 

dency to  vomit.  For  this  it  can  be  adminis- 
tered in  solution  in  grain-doses,  or  in  the 

form  of  a  pill.  Thus  given,  it  stimulates  the 
stomach,  checks  the  fermentative  process, 
and  produces  an  evolution  of  gas  and  evacu- 

ation of  flatus.  In  hemorrhagic  ulcer  of  the 
stomach,  a  few  administrations  of  grain-doses, 
freely  dilated,  are  very  efficacious  in  checking 
the  bleeding,  provided,  as  in  all  cases,  due  at- 

tention has  been  paid  to  the  diet.  Good  re- 
sults have  also  been  obtained  in  cases  of 

chronic  gastric  catarrh,  especially  if  some 
stomachic  sedative  be  first  given.  It  should 
be  given  upon  an  empty  stomach,  in  quarter 
to  half-grain  doses  much  diluted. 

Great  were  the  expectations  raised  by  the 
use  of  carbolic  acid  in  the  treatment  of  typhus 
and  typhoid  fevers,  certain  writers  hailing  it 
as  a  specific  capable  of  arresting  and  check- 

ing their  course.  The  praises  which  were  so 
loudly  bestowed  upon  this  agent  did  not  pre- 

vent others  from  declaring  their  doubts,  and 
the  evidence  which  has  been  adduced  amply 
confirms  my  own  views.  From  a  careful 
watching  of  the  course,  as  regards  the  tem- 

perature of  the  body,  the  pulse,  and  duration 
of  the  attack,  it  has  been  definitely  ascer- 

tained to  have  no  effect. 
In  considering  the  different  processes  which 

take  place  during  the  decomposition  of  the 
pulmonary  tissue  in  phthisis,  on  account  of  the 
deteriorated  state  of  vitality,  it  would  seem 
that,  if  an  antiseptic  could  be  introduced  by 
any  means,  which  would  not  derange  the 
general  functions,  the  disease  might  be  ar- 

rested. From  a  careful  review  of  the  cases 
recorded  in  our  periodical  literature,  as  well 
as  from  the  results  of  practice  which  I  have 
myself  seen,  I  am  certain  that,  when  pul- 

monary disorganization  has  taken  place,  car- 
bolic acid  has  no  effect  to  eradicate  it.  "No 

doubt  there  are  some  who  kt  lay  the  flattering 
unction  to  their  souls"  of  having  cured  or 
arrested  it,  but  I  am  certain  they  have  been 
deceived.   Endeavoring  to  attain  this,  I  have 
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used  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  the  propor- 

tion of  from  three  to  six  grains  to  the  ounce  of 
water,  in  the  form  of  a  spray.  Great  care, 
however,  is  required  in  its  application,  so  that 
it  should  be  at  once  stopped  if  it  causes  such 
symptoms  as  vertigo,  rigors,  faintness,  or 
failure  of  the  pulse.  Clark's  or  Mathieu's 
spray-producers  are  the  best.  The  symptoms 
which  have  been  noticed  invariably  followed 
the  use  of  Siegle's  apparatus.  In  certain 
cases,  in  which  there  is  abundance  of  secre- 

tion and  not  much  irritation,  the  inhalation  of 
the  vapor  has  produced  much  relief. 

In  the  treatment  of  certain  skin  diseases  I 
believe  carbolic  acid  to  be  of  much  use, 
especially  in  those  of  an  obstincte  nature. 
Good  results  have  been  obtained  in  psoriasis, 
pityriasis,  and  prurigo.  It  should  be  adminis- 

tered in  the  form  of  pills,  each  containing  one 
grain,  and  from  six  to  nine  of  these  given 
daily,  and  gradually  increased.  In  gangrene 
of  ihe  lungs  it  removes  the  fetid  odor,  and 
seemingly  produces  good.  In  chronic  bron- 
chitic  and  oozing  hemorrhages  of  the  air 
passages  it  is  useful;  so,  also,  in  mucous 
diarrhoei  of  the  large  bowel,  in  the  form  of  an 
injection,  when  preceded  by  some  alkaline 
solution. 

Mortality  Under  Anaesthetics. 
Dr.  James  R.  Chad  wick,  Surgeon  to  the 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  has  lately 
published  a  report  on  amputations  at  that  in- 

stitution, which,  among  other  interesting  sta- 
tistics, contains  the  following  in  reference  to 

the  use  of  anaesthetics  : 
In  view  of  contradictory  opinions  which 

have  been  held  as  to  the  effect  of  chloroform 
upon  the  final  result  of  surgical  operations,  it 
may  be  interesting  to  examine  the  foregoing 
tables  with  a  view  to  deciding  it  may  be  in 
Borne  measure  the  effect  produced  by  the  use 
of  sulphuric  ether  upon  the  mortality  of  opera- 

tions. The  dividing  line  is  fixed  at  January 
1, 1847,  that  being  the  date  from  which  the 
use  of  this  aD aesthetic  became  the  established 
habit  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
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At  first  view  this  would  seem  conclusive 

against  the  use  of  anaesthetics,  but  a  moment's 

reflection  renders  the  fallacy  sufficiently  ob- 
vious. A  vast  number  of  operations,  espe- 

cially in  chronic  or  long-continued  cases,  are 
submitted  to  by  patients,  and  willingly  under- 

taken by  surgeons  at  the  present  day,  owing 
to  the  entire  immunity  from  pain  and  the 
diminished  danger  from  shock,  which,  previous 
to  the  discovery  of  anaesthesia,  would  not  have 
been  tolerated.  Among  these  many,  as  is 
well  known,  terminated  in  recovery,  which 
formerly  were  allowed  to  die  unrelieved,  the 
mortality  then  not  being  less,  but  only  attribu- 

table to  the  disease  and  not  to  the  operation. 
Furthermore,  it  must  be  remembered  that  im- 

proved methods  of  treatment  restrict  amputa- 
tions more  and  more  of  late  years  to  cases  of 

the  worst  character,  offering  often  at  the  best 
but  a  faint  chance  of  preserving  life. 

In  1856  Dr.  James  Arnott  presented  statis- 
tics to  prove  that  chloroform  had  increased 

the  danger  of  operations,  but  these  were  con- 
tradicted by  other  observers.  So  many  con- 

siderations interpose,  that  a  post  hoc  cannot 
become  a  propter  hoc  argument  in  a  matter 
involving  so  many  qualifying  circumstances. 
Finally,  in  deciding  this  point,  the  kind  of 
anaesthetic  employed  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
If  the  paralyizing  effect  of  chloroform  upon 
the  heart  be  as  great  as  is  alleged,  the  use  of 
sulphuric  e  her  is  assumed,  at  least  on  this  side 
the  water,  to  be  comparatively  harmless. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 German  Medical  Journals.    We  have 
before  us  a  package  of  our  German  medical 
exchanges  lately  received,  and  as  more  than 
one  correspondent  has  asked  us  to  recommend 
some  foreign  periodical  of  the  kind,  we  shall 
give  a  brief  description  of  the  journals  now 

upon  our  table. 
Uppermost  is  the  Deutches  Archiv  fur  Klin- 

ische  Medicin,  edited  by  Dr.  H.  yon  Ziemssen 
and  Dr.  F.  A.  Zenker,  both  professors  at 
Erlangen.  The  Archiv  is  a  large  octavo 
pamphlet  of  110  pages,  containing  about  half 
a  dozen  articles  of  a  clinical  and  practical 
character  admirably  worked  up,  on  various 
departments  of  science.  Opening  it  at  random 
we  notice  first  an  acute  and  learned  criticism 

by  Dr.  Behrend,  of  New  Stettin,  on  Mar- 
tial's famous  epigram  De  Familia  ficosa,  sup- 

posed to  prove  the  existence  in  ancient  classic 
times  of  syphilitic  condylomata,  which  forms 
the  subject  of  the  article.  Other  papers  are 
on  the  treatment  of  croupous  pneumonia  with 
veratrum,  on  the  result  of  the  cold  water  treat- 
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ment  of  typhus,  on  the  diagnosis  of  contagious 
pemphigus,  and  on  apomorphiaas  an  emetic — 
all  practical  topics. 

 Next  in  order  is  the  ArcMv  der  Heilkunde. 
The  editor  is  Prof.  E.  Wagner,  of  Leipzig, 
assisted  by  Drs.  C.  A.  Wunderlich  and  W. 
Roser.  It  is  a  medium  octavo  of  60-odd  pages, 
less  strictly  clinical  than  the  former,  and  more 
occupied  with  book  notices  and  theoretical 
discussions.  The  present  number  contains 
three  articles — on  miliary  tuberculosis  after 
typhus,  reports  from  the  pharmacological  lab- 

oratory of  Dorpat,  and  on  the  physiognomy  in 
tetanus,  the  last  a  minute  and  curious  study 
by  Prof.  Konig. 

 Of  the  weekly  journals  the  first  we  take 
up  is  the  Centralblatt  fur  diemedicinischenWh- 
senschaften,  edited  by  Dr.  J.  Rosenthal,  of 
Berlin.  It  is  especially  devoted  to  pathology 
anatomy  and  physiology.  B  psides  original  arti- 

cles it  includes  a  condensed  review  of  all  the  new 
observations  in  these  fields  from  all  languages. 
In  its  department  it  is  the  leading  journal. 

 The  Berliner  Klinische  Wochenschrift , 
edited  by  Professor  L.  Waldenburg,  in 
Berlin,  contains  almost  exclusively  weighty 
original  articles  by  Berlin  observers.  As  the 
special  representative  of  that  school  it  ranks 
high,  but  does  not  claim  so  much  study  from 
those  not  in  full  sympathy  with  the  Berlin 
theories. 

 One  of  the  most  useful  of  all  the  German 
medical  periodicals,  perhaps  the  best  adapted 
to  give  the  foreigner  a  current  acquaintance 
with  all  the  advances  of  science  in  that  coun- 

try, is  the  Allgemeine  Medicinische  Central 
Zeitung,  edited  by  Dr.  H.  Rosenthal,  at  Ber- 

lin. It  contains  no  original  articles,  but  a 
careful  summary  of  the  most  valuable  which 
appear  ia  other  journals,  and  an  epitome  of 
the  general  medical  news  of  the  day. 

 The  last  of  our  pile  is  the  Wiener  Medi- 
cinische Wochenscrift,  edited  by  Dr.  Wit- 

telshofer,  in  Vienna,  the  best  of  the 
journals  there,  well  supported  by  able 
writers,  and  equal  to  any  weekly  in  Prussia. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  this  brief  sketch  of  our 
German  contemporaries  (which  is  by  no  means 
exhaustive),  that  there  are  no  anonymous  and 
hence  irresponsible  medical  journals  among 
them.  This  exceedingly  objectionable  feature 
is  popular  with  publishers  for  reasons  easily 
divined,  but  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by 
professional  men. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Spectrum  Analysis  in  its  Application  to  Ter- 
restrial subtances  and  the  Physical  Consti- 

tution of  the  Heavenly  Bodies.  Familiarly 
explained  by  Dr.  H.  Schellen.  Transla- 

ted from  the  second  enlarged  and  revised 
German  edition,  by  Jane  and  Caroline 
Lassell.   Edited  with  notes  by  William 

Huggings,  LL.D.,  D.C.L,  F.R.S.  With 
numerous  Wood  cuts  and  Colored  Plates  ; 

also,  Angstrom's  and  Kirchhoff's  Maps. 
London:  Longman,  Green  &  Co.  New 
York :  Scribner,  Welford  &  Co.,  1872.  1  vol., 

pp.  662,  cloth,  8  vo.   Price,  $12.00.  For 
sale  by  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Phila. 
The  most  wonderful  of  all  the  recent  dis- 

coveries of  science  is,  without  question,  the 
application  of  the  spectrum  to  the  analysis  of 
bodies.   Founded  on  the  simple  fact  long 
since  (1802)  observed  by  Wollaston,  that 
the  spectra  of  light  are  crossed  by  a  number 
of  dark  lines  of  varying  width,  a  fact  which  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  until  the  researches 
of  Prof.  Kirchhoff  ( 1859), remained  without 
significance,  within  the  last  decade  spectral 
analysis  has  assumed  proportions  as  a  science, 
and  made  discoveries  of  such  astounding  char- 

acter, that  the  mind  is  bewildered  in  their 
contemplation,  and  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
foresee  what  bounds  can  be  placed  to  the  pro- 

gress of  its  search  into  nature.   A  score  of 
years  ago,  the  idea  that  we  should  be  able  to 
analyze  the  sun  and  farthest  visible  star  as 

certainly  as  if  we  had  it  condensed  in  a  cru- 
cible, and  to  ascertain  positively  that,  perhaps, 

with  one  exception  (that  of  helium),  the  same 
inorganic  elements  makeup  our  system,  would 
have  seemed  wild  as  a  lunatic's  dream.  Yet, 
now,  that  this  is  all  done,  and  can  any  day  be 
repeated,  as  usual  with  this  race  of  ours,  it 
hardly  attracts  attention  out  of  the  pale  of 
learned  societies. 

The  present  work  is  designed  to  familiarize 
a  wider  public  than  this  with  the  fairy  tales 

of  this  science,  and  to  convey  to  the  intelli- 

gent general  reader  a  knowledge  of  the  result 
already  attained.  It  is  founded  on  a  series 
of  lectures  delivered  by  the  author,  in  1869, 

for  the  purpose  of  presenting  in  familiar  lan- 

guage the  method  and  the  brilliant  discover- 
ies of  this  new  science. 
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It  is  by  no  means  superficial,  nor  yet  is  it 
technical.  Divided  into  three  parts,  the  fir^tis 
occupied  with  describing  the  artificial  sources 
of  high  degrees  of  heat  aud  light,  such  as  the 
Bunsen  burner,  the  magnesium  light,  the 
electric  lamp,  the  voltaic  arc,  etc. ;  the  two 
remaining  parts  treat,  the  one  of  spectrum 
analysis  in  its  application  to  terrestrial  sub- 

stances, including  a  history  of  the  origin  and 
progress  of  the  discovery,  the  instruments  and 
methods  employed,  the  influence  of  tempera- 

ture, absorption,  colors,  etc.;  the  other  on 
spectrum  analysis  in  its  application  to  the 
heavenly  bodies.  These  include  the  moon, 
planets,  fixed  stars,  nebulae,  comets,  meteors, 
lightning,  the  aurora  borealis,  but  especially 

the  sun  with  its' extraordinary  phenomena  of 
gas  streams,  prominences,  spots,  chromo- 

spheres, etc.  A  complete  bibliography  closes 
the  volume. 

The  colored  lithographs  and  wood-cuts, 
which  are  profusely  scattered  throughout  the 
pages,  are  superbly  executed  and  admirably 
printed,  and  the  maps  of  the  spectral  lines  are 
prepared  with  most  conscientious  fidelity. 
Any  one  who  examines  the  book  will  see  that 
it  is  fully  worth  the  price,  which  at  first  sight 
may  seem  high.  It  is  the  only  treatise  on  the 
subject  in  our  language  at  all  complete. 

Transactions  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society. 
Compiled  and  arranged  by  A.  G.  Field,  M. 
D.,  S.  B.  Thrall,  M.  D.,  and  J.  William- 
son,  M.  D.,  Committee   on  Publication, 
Davenport,  Iowa,  1871.  Pp.  268. 

This  is  the  first  volume  published  by  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  and  the  general 
excellence  of  its  contents  leads  us  to  echo  the 
hope  expressed  by  the  committee  of  publica- 

tion that  it  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  volumes 
of  similar  character.   It  contains  forty  articles 
all  worth  preserving,  either  as  contributions 
to  science  or  to  the  medical  history  of  the 
State. 

We  have  always  felt  some  regret  that  so 
much  of  such  volumes  is  demanded  by  eti- 

quette for  "  Annual  Addresses,"  as  we  feel 
morally  convinced  that  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  just  so  much  money  as  is  expended  in 
printiog  them  is  thrown  away,  and  so  much 
space  as  they  occupy  lost  to  scientific  articles. 
We  do  not  say  this  with  any  especial  reference 
o  the  present  volume,  although  it  contains 

four  such  speeches  which  are  quite  as  good  as 
the  majority,  and  one  decidedly  better,  but 
with  reference  to  the  whole  genus  of  Society 
Transactions. 

Of  the  more  interesting  articles  in  this  vol- 
ume we  may  mention  Prof.  Hughes'  des- 

cription of  a  new  operation  upon  the  shaft  of 
long  bones,  by  which  elongation  as  well  as 
straightening  may  be  secured  ;  and  a  case  of 
rupture  of  the  uterus  with  abdominal  section, 
by  D<\  Elwood  Whinery,  both  of  which 
we  have  marked  for  quotation  in  this  journal. 
Dr.  J.  W.  H.  Baker  reports  in  full  the  inter- 
teresting  case  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Wither - 
wax,  through  using  a  poisonous  hair  restorer  ; 
Dr.  E.  H.  Hazen  has  a  useful  article  on  the 
ophthalmoscope  in  nephritis ;  and  Drs.  H.  T. 
Cleaver,  Wm.  Watson,  J.  F.  Kennedy, 
Philip  Harvey,  and  others  contribute  sound 
practical  papers. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 

of  California,  during  the  years  1870  and 
1871.  Sacramento,  1872.  1  vol.,  pp.  253. 

This  volume  indicates  a  very  laudable  spirit 
of  scientific  progress  among  the  members  of 
our  profession  beyond  the  mountains.  It  con- 

tains a  large  amount  of  information  both  local 
and  general.  Of  the  former  character  are  the 
articles  on  medical  topography,  the  sewerage 
of  San  Francisco,  and  on  the  monthly  and 
annual  mortality  of  the  State,  the  last  men- 

tioned by  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Logan,  President 
of  the  society.  The  subject  of  quarantine  is 
discussed  by  Dr.  W.  T.  Wythe  and  Dr 
Henry  Gibbons,  Sr.,  with  the  usual  diversity 

of  opinions.  u  The  Genesis  of  Crime"  is  the 
title  of  a  paper  by  Dr.  Ezra  S.  Carr,  who 
apparently  believes  that  medical  men  are 
generally  agreed  that  all  very  outrageous 
rascals  are  insane  and  irresponsible!  An 
opinion  in  which  we  for  one  in  no  wise  coin- 
cide. 
The  "specialties"  are  represented  by  an 

article  on  Ophthalmic  and  Aural  Surgery,  by 
Dr.  W.  F.  Smith,  of  San  Francisco,  reporting 
two  cases  of  enucleation,  and  a  semi-popular 
address  entitled  "Why  do  we  wear  Specta- 

cles?" by  Dr.  Ed.  M.  Curtis,  of  Sacramento. 
The  surgical  articles  include  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  that  branch,  about  thirty  pages 
in  length  ;  a  paper  on  hip  joint  disease  and  its 
treatment,  by  Dr.  L.  C.  Lane;  on  skin-graft- 

ing, by  Dr.  W.  Fitch  Cheney  ;  on  a  new 
splint  for  treatment  of  fracture  of  the  inferior 
maxillary  bone,  by  Dr.  R.  W.  Murphy  ;  and 
on  ovariotomy  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Wythe. 
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B^*  Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
Tation,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

f&~  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 

V7e  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 
try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fu  in  ot  infor- 

mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 

for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  coriespondents. 

WHAT  SHALL  BE  LONE  ? 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  referred  to  Dr.  Ely 

van  de  Warker's  essay  on  the  detection  of 
criminal  abortion.  That  treatise  appears 
very  appropriately  at  the  present  time,  when 
it  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent  that 
our  profession  ought  to  take  some  steps  to- 

ward putting  a  stop  to  this  evil  more  effective 
than  those  hitherto  suggested. 
We  are  by  no  means  believers  in  the 

sweeping  statements  of  Drs .  ̂Natiian  Allen, 
Horatio  R.  Storer,  and  the  more  directly 
sensational  writers  of  the  magazines,  as  to  the 
extent  of  this  crime ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
do  we  have  much  confidence  in  the  assertions 

that  certain  religious  communions,  certain 
states  and  certain  nationalities  are  free  from 

it.  There  is  evidence  enough,  however,  to 
prove  it  is  largely  and  increasingly  practiced, 
and  we  ask,  what  can  we  do,  as  a  profession, 
to  stop  it  ? 

In  the  last  volume  of  the  Tiansactions  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  is  a  Report  on 

Criminal  Abortion,  the  committee  being 

Drs.  D.  A.  O'Donnell  and  W.  L.  Atlee. 
As  the  writer  of  the  report  uses  indiscrimi- 

nately the  first  person  singular  and  plural,  it 
is  difficult  to  determine  whether  this  docu- 

ment is  a  joint  composition,  or  which  of  these 

gentlemen  produced  it.  We  fear,  however, 
that  as  an  address  to  the  profession  it  is  not 
calculated  to  effect  much.  The  discussion  as 
to  what  exact  moment  the  soul  enters  the 

fetus  will  be  apt  to  be  treated  with  levity 

by  our  young  practitioners,  nurtured  on  the 
doctrines  of  Virchow  and  Huxley;  and 
even  older  and  more  orthodox  readers,  will  be 

apt  to  smile  at  the  reference  to  ̂ proofs  and 
authorities  in  support  of  these  views,"  as  if 
such  a  question  were  at  all  possible  of  proof ; 
as  if  any  authorities,  except  perhaps  the 
scholastic  philosophers,  whose  sententice  are 
not  deeply  venerated  by  medical  men,  could 

carry  any  weight  in  such  a  matter  ! 

However,  passing  over  these  features  of  the 
report,  we  come  to  the  means  recommended 
to  check  the  evil.  They  are  twofold.  The 
first  is,  that  medical  students  should  be  taught 
to  condemn  the  practice  of  abortion  and 
abhor  it. 

"Five  minutes  devoted  to  the  subject  in 
question  by  each  professor  every  season,  de- 

nouncing this  crime,  would  make  such  an  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  his  students  as  would 

not  be  effaced  during  the  short  period  of  the 
longest  life.  And  though  they  might  not  suc- 

ceed in  correcting  all  the  evil  tendencies  with 
which  they  have  to  deal,  yet,  by  placing  before 
them  this  crime  in  all  its  hideous  deformity — 
in  its  legal  and  moral  aspects— together  with 
the  inevitable  ruin  to  character  which  must 

follow,  we  cannot  doubt  that  a  most  favora- 
ble impression  would  be  the  result.  Under 

all  circumstances,  they  would  have  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  their  duty  to  their 

students,  to  their  profession,  and  to  the  com- 
munity. But  to  turn  out  on  the  public  young 

doctors  without  principle,  without  a  sense  of 
moral  responsibility,  without  the  instruction 
necessary  to  guide  them  safely  through  a  pro- 

fessional career,  is  to  entail  a  curse  on  society, 
which  does  not  die  with  their  natural  lives, 
but  may  descend  to  other  times  and  to  other 

generations." This  excellent  advice  we  gladly  aid  in  cir 

culating,  and  hope  it  will  be  obeyed. 
But  it  addresses  a  very  small  class,  only 

medical  teachers.  The  next  recommendation 
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calls  in  the  aid  of  the  clergy.  The  committee 
recommend  each  medical  society  to  ash  the 

clergyman  of  the  parish  to  call  together  the 

married  women  of  his  church,  and  "  im- 
press on  their  minds  a  sense  of  that  moral 

responsibility  which  alone  can  guide  the  weak 
and  correct  the  evils  of  which  we  are  speaking. 
For  although  we  must  guardedly  avoid  all 

allusion  to  such  subjects  in  presence  of  un- 
married persons  of  both  sexes,  yet  the  judi- 

cious clergyman  may  assemble  the  married 
ones  together,  and  there  warn  them  against 
the  wolves  that  lie  in  wait  for  them.  Here 

the  horrid  crime  of  feticide  may  be  repre- 
sented to  them  in  all  its  dangerous  consequen- 

ces to  both  soul  and  body." 
This  transfer  of  function  is  extraordinary 

enough,  but  the  committee  go  still  further, 

and  in  language  of  very  unnecessary  squeam- 
ishness  for  a  scientific  document  addressed  to 

a  company  of  physicians,  covering  their  ex- 
act meaning  by  a  scriptural  reference,  they 

propose  that  the  clergyman  (poor  fellow) 
shall  assemble  the  married  men  of  his  flock 
and  address  them  on  the  evils  of  feticide  and 

— conjugal  onanism ! 
Meanwhile  the  doctors,  who  are  popularly 

but  evidently  quite  erroneously  supposed  to 

hold  in  charge  the  public  health  and  well-be- 
ing, having  set  the  clergy  at  work,  are  to  do 

nothing,  so  far  as  that  public  are  concerned, 
but  to  transfer  the  task  of  instruction  to  oth- 

ers. Perhaps,  however,  it  is  intended  that 

they  shall  speak  to  their  own  patients« 

"Every  physician,  as  far  as  his  practice  ex- 
tends, should  feel  that  in  his  professional  de- 

partment he  is  the  shepherd  of  his  flock,  and 
it  becomes  his  duty  to  see  that  these  wolves 

in  sheep's  clothing  should  not  make  any  in- 
roads among  them.  The  members  of  the  pro- 

fession should  form  themselves  into  a  special 
police  to  watch,  and  to  detect,  and  bring  to 
justice  these  characters.  They  should  shrink 
with  horror  from  all  intercourse  with  them, 

professionally  or  otherwise."  This  is 
well,  but  it  is  the  physician's  duty  and 

not  the  priest's ,  to  give  instruction  in  hygiene, 
and  the  greater  publicity  we  can  gain  for  a 

sound,  popular  medical  literature  the  more 
virtuous  and  healthy  will  be  the  community. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

A  French  Wonder ! 

The  newspapers  announce  that  a  French- 
man has  made  a  wonderful  discovery  of  "a 

new  light,  called  ox-hydrique  gas,  which,  as 
its  name  implies,  is  simply  a  mixture  of  oxy- 

gen and  hydrogen.  It  gives  a  wonderfully 
brilliant,  calm  and  soft  and  far-reaching  light, 
quite  setting  to  shame,  in  contrast,  the  ordi- 

nary gas-lights.  The  two  gases  of  oxygen 
and  hydrogen,  which  are  mixed  to  produce 
this  light,  are  brought  to  the  burner  in  sepa- 

rate pipes,  and  must  be  fused  before  the  match 
is  applied,  as  otherwise  there  would  be  an 
explosion.  There  are  some  other  difficult 
details  in  the  management  of  the  light,  but 

nothing,  it  would  appear,  that  cannot  be  over- 
come with  experience  and  care." 

Some  of  our  readers,  now  in  the  "  lean  and 
slippered  pantaloon,"  will  recognize  in  this 
wonderful  French  discovery  the  late  Prof. 

Hare's  oxy-hydrogen  blow-pipe,  which  was 
an  everyday  wonder  in  the  laboratory  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  forty  to  fifty 

years  ago. 

The  Fate  of  Margaret  Campbell. 
A  pamphlet  throwing  a  strong  light  on  the 

responsibility  of  our  profession  for  the  popu- 
larity of  abortion  is  "  The  mysterious  death  of 

Margaret  Campbell  critically  examined,"  by 
T.  D.  Crothers,  M.  D.  (Albany,  N.  Y.), 
This  girl  died  from  a  criminal  abortion  pro- 
dused  by  the  notorious  Mrs.  Dr.  Burleigh. 
This  villainous  woman  used  to  boast  that  if 

she  happened  to  kill  a  customer  she  "  could 
send  for  two  doctors  and  a  coroner,  and  have 

the  matter  closed  up  at  once." 
The  result  proved  how  well  she  knew  her 

ground.  When  Margaret  Campbell,  a  mistress 
of  a  man  in  Troy,  was  dying  under  Mrs.  Bur- 

leigh's hands  in  consequence  of  an  instru- 
mental abortion,  she  summoned  Dr.  J.  R. 

Boulware  to  see  her,  who  either  made  no 
diagnosis,  or  would  not  acknowledge  that  he 
made  a  correct  one.  With  Dr.  C.  H.  Porter  he 

made  a  post-mortem^  but  both  swore  they  dia- 
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covered  no  evidence  of  the  abortion.  A 
second  autopsy  by  Dr.  Henry  R.  Haskins 
placed  the  fact  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt. 
The  woman  was  acquitted,  and  we  believe 

the  two  physicians,  whose  names  are  so  dis- 
reputably miugled  with  the  affair,  have  made 

no  attempt  to  explain  their  part  iu  the  trans- 
actions. They  are  both  members  of  the 

Albany  County  Medical  Society,  and  the  most 
culpable  one,  also  of  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society.  But  this  society,  at  its  last 
meeting,  was  too  much  engaged  in  reforming 
fundamental  maxims  of  civil  law  to  call  to 
account  this  promising  member.  We  should 
say  that  a  society  that  winks  at  offenses  of  this 
nature  itself  badly  needs  a  reformation. 

Liverpool  Medical  Missionary  Society. 
This  society  held  its  ninth  annual  meeting 

on  January  22d,  1872.  The  society  had  had 
two  dispensaries  iu  operation,  at  different  ex- 

tremities of  the  town,  during  the  past  year; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  illness  of  both  su- 

perintendents, and  the  consequent  derange- 
ment of  work,  the  total  number  of  new  and 

old  cases  at  both  institutions  amounted  to 

50,630,  while  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  the 
homes  of  the  sick  was  5,368.  The  patients 
were  among  the  poorest  and  most  forlorn  of 
the  population.  The  result  of  the  medical 
treatment  fully  equaled  that  attained  at  any 
general  dispensary  ;  and  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  was  found  to  be,  not  a  hinderance,  but 
an  incentive,  to  the  attendance  of  the  people 
Many  collateral  schemes  of  benevolence  are 
connected  with  these  institutions,  having  for 
their  object  the  improvement,  both  material 
and  spiritual,  of  those  who  are  sick,  poor,  and 
gnorant.  The  premises  and  medical  staff  of 
the  senior  dispensary  are  now  all  that  could 
be  desire.d  for  carrying  on  the  work  ;  while, 
with  regard  to  the  other,  there  is  good  reason 
to  hope  that  it  will  also  ere  long  be  placed  in 
circumstances  equally  favorable.  Upon  the 
whole,  in  respect  of  both  institutions,  the 
committee  feel  grateful  for  what  they  have 
been  enabled  to  accomplish,  and  have  good 
ground  for  confidence  in  looking  to  the  future. 

The  Lord  Hector  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh on  Female  Medical  Education- 

Sir  William  Stirling-Maxwell  was 
recently  installed  as  Lord  Rector  of  the  Uni- 

versity of  Edinburgh.    In  his  address  he 

touched  very  freely  on  the  female  medical 

movement.  "  With  regard,"  he  said,  "  to 
female  medical  education,  upon  which  our 
minds  have  been  chiefly  exercised,  there  is 
probably  more  difference  of  opinion  than 
upon  the  general  question.  From  the  earliest 
times  woman  has  been  the  presiding  genius  of 
the  sick-room,  often  the  sole  medical  attend- 

ant, always  the  physician's  first  lieutenant. 
So  long  as  it  is  probable  that  women  will  con- 

tinue to  minister  to  their  sick  children  and 
husbands,  and  to  be  charged  with  the  respon- 

sibility of  fulfilling  the  doctor's  directions,  I 
must  hear  some  argument  more  convincing 
than  I  have  yet  heard  why  they  are  to  be  de- 

barred from  learning  the  scientific  grounds  of 
the  art  of  which  they  are  so  often  the  empiri- 

cal practitioners,  or  the  docile  and  intelligent 
instruments.  But,  in  truth,  the  experience  of 
other  countries  has  settled  the  question.  I 
cannot  but  desire  that  the  female  students 
now  enrolled  in  this  University  should  obtain 
what  they  ask— namely,  a  complete  medical 
education  crowned  by  a  degree.  It  is,  how- 

ever, more  easy  to  express  this  desire  than  to 
discover  the  steps  by  which  it  may  be  accom- 

plished." The  Bavarian  Method  of  Treating  Fractures. 

Dr.  Corley  describes  the  Bavarian  method 
of  treating  fractures.  The  advantages  of  this 
plan  were  plainly  these  :  The  necessity  for 
splints  was  dispensed  with ;  daily  inspection 
of  the  injured  limb  was  permitted  ;  the  period 
during  which  the  patient  was  confined  to  bed 
was  considerably  shortened ;  and  the  appa- 

ratus was  very  easily  applied,  and  still  more 
readily  taken  off.  The  method  was  carried 
out  in  the  following  way  :  A  flannel  roller, 
consisting  of  two  pieces  of  flannel  of  the 
length  of  the  affected  limb,  and  stitched  to- 

gether posteriorly,  was  first  placed  beneath 
the  limb,  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  the  line 
of  stitching  into  correspondence  with  the 
middle  line  of  the  extremity.  It  was  then 
carried  round  the  limb  on  each  side  and  se- 

cured in  front  with  long  pins  having  their 
heads  bent  at  right  angles.  Over  the  exter- 

nal surface  of  this  first  roller  a  mixture  of 
plaster  of  Paris,  in  equal  proportions,  was 
rapidly  smeared.  A  second  similar  flannel 
roller  was  then  fastened  over  all,  and  secure  d 
by  a  modification  of  the  ordinary  many-tailed 
bandage.   Dr.  Corley  had  used  this  plan  in 
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twenty  cases,  including  fractures  of  the  upper 
and  lower  extremities,  Pott's  luxation,  Coi- 
les's  fracture,  etc. 

Homicidal  Mania  Again. 
Two  dreadful  instances  of  homicidal  mania, 

come  under  our  notice  this  week.  Surely 
enough  victims  have  been  offered  to  appease 
the  wrath  of  the  "  Lettre  de  Cachet  "  class 
of  philanthropists!  Legislatures  have  been 
hounced  into  passing  impracticable  laws,  and 
physicians  have  been  intimidated  in  the  dis- 

charge of  their  obvious  duty,  until  the  land 
seems  to  be  filled  with  insane  persons  of  a 
dangerous  character. 

G.  W.  Ptjrdy,  of  Marlborough,  N.  Y.,  while 
insane,  cut  the  throat  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Anna 
Conkling,  with  a  razor,  laying  bare  the  wind- 

pipe and  tongue.  Her  recovery  is  doubtful. 
Another  sister  was  severely  injured.  The 
ciazy  man  was  secured. 
On  the  9th  inst.,  near  Dayton,  Ohio, 

Leonard  Marqtjardt,  u  who  is  evidently 
insane  from  a  spiritual  cause,"  murdered  his 
wife  and  three  of  his  children  in  a  most  shock 
ing  manner. 

 We  hear  that  a  marriage  has  been  ar- 
ranged between  the  Princess  Henrietta  of 

Schleswig  Holstein,  sister  of  Prince  Christian, 
and  Professor  Esinarch  of  Kiel,  the  eminent 
surgeon,  who  is  well  known  in  connection  with 
various  researches  in  civil  and  military  sur- 

gery. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Poisoning  from  Corrosive  Sublimate. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
Thinking  that  the  following  case  might  in- 

terest some  of  your  numerous  readers,  I  have 
decided  to  submit  it  to  you  for  publication  : 

On  the  night  of  the  22d  ult.,  I  was  sum- 
moned in  great  haste  to  see  Mrs.  S.,  set.  40 

years.  On  the  way,  I  learned  from  the  mes- 
senger that  she  had,  in  a  fit  of  anger,  swallow- 

ed a  large  quantity  of  hydrarg.  bichlor.  (From 
a  subsequent  investigation,  I  concluded  that 
she  must  have  taken  into  her  stomach  over 
3j.  of  the  salt,  as  she  drank  over  a  fjj.  from  a 
bottle  containing  pure  alcohol,  with  more  of 
the  substance  in  it  than  it  could  hold  in  solu- 

tion, as  was  evidenced,  by  the  presence  on 
the  bottom  of  the  bottle  of  a  quantity  of  un- 

dissolved crystals.)    I  found  my  patient,  on 

arriving  at  her  bedside,  bolstered  up  with  pil- 
lows in  a  sitting  position ;  saliva  was  copiously 

flowing  from  her  mouth  ;  countenance  pinch- 
ed, anxious,  and  of  a  bluish-white  hue;  the 

whole  surface  was  cold,  and  bathed  in  a  pro- 
fuse clammy  sweat ;  the  pulse  was  small, 

weak,  and  beating  sixty  to  the  minute^ 
Her  sufferings  were  terrible.  She  com- 

plained of  a  styptic,acid,  metallic  taste,  burn- 
ing and  constriction  of  the  throat,  burning, 

griping,  and  tearing  pains  of  the  stomach, 
accompanied  by  a  deathly  nausea,  but  no 
vomiting.  She  had,  previous  to  my  arrival, 
thrown  off  half  an  ounce  of  mucus.  Half  an 
hour  had  elapsed  when  I  first  saw  the  patient, 
since  she  swallowed  the  poison.  I  immedi- 

ately proceeded  to  administei  [large  draughts  of 
tepid  water,  producing,  after  each,  copious 
emesis ;  this  course  was  persisted  in  until  I 
was  satisfied  that  the  stomach  was  completely 
cleared  of  all  foreign  substances,  wh>  n  the 
programme  was  changed,  by  giving,  instead  of 
warm  water,  albumen  (white  of  eggs)  and  milk, 
(not  with  a  view  of  continuing  the  vomiting  by 
any  means),  this  the  stomach  would  retain 
but  a  short  time ;  it  however  relieved  to  some 
extent  the  mouth,  throat  and  stomach  of  the 
burning  pains,  and  vomiting  was  less  frequent 
but  increased  in  severity  to  such  an  extent, 
that  its  effects  upon  the  patient  became  very 
alarming,  at  each  act  the  body  and  limbs 
becoming  rgid,  and  there  were  violent 
spasms  (;f  the  stomach. 

The  character  of  the  matter  thrown  from 
the  stomach  changed,  being  mixed  with  dark 
blood,  and  patches  of  thickened,  congested 
mucous  membrane,  and  finally  fresh  blood  and 
mucus  were  ejected  (but  once),  followed  by 
extreme  prostration,  the  pulse  fluttering  very 
feebly.  In  the  course  of  three  or  four  min- 

utes after  this  last  act  of  vomiting  I  succeeded 
in  inducing  her  drink  about  f  jfiij  of  the  milk 
and  albumen,  following  it  with  this  prescrip- 

tion : 
R.    Morph.  sulph.,  gr.  ss. 

Aqua?  pujse,  f£  es.  M. 
immediately  (at  one  dcse). 
The  nausea  nearly  subsided  in  ten  minutes 

after  giving  the  morphia  ;  the  suffering  was 
also  diminished  in  some  degree,  yet  it  was 
exceedingly  great ;  deeming  it  both  safe  and 
expedient,  the  above  prescription  (morph. 
sulph.  et  aqua  )  was  repeated  in  three-fourths 
of  an  hour;  great  relief  soon  succeeding  its 
use.  There  has  been  no  vomiting  since  the 
above  prescription  was  first  used.  The  mor- 

phia was  continued  in  one-fourth  grain  doses, 
«  very  three  or  four  hours,  as  the  indications 
dictated,  for  the  next  forty-eight  hours,  when 
she  commenced  to  complain  of  griping,  burn- 

ing pains  in  the  bowels,  accompanied  by  nau- 
s  a ;  immediately  following  these  symptoms, 
she  had  three  evacuations  of  the  bowels  in 
quick  succession  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour 
(about  a  quart  in  all) ;  the  two  last  consisting 
of  matters  identical  with  that  last  vomited 
from  the  stomach  [i.  e.,  patches  of  thickened 
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congested  raucous  membrane  and  blood) ;  soon 
after  the  last  stool  a  suppository,  containing 
morph.  sulph.  one  grain,  was  introduced  into 
the  rectum ;  this  was  repeated  every  four  or 
six  hours  for  the  succeeding  forty-eight  hours, 
the  nature  of  the  stools  gradually  improving, 
until  they  became  normal  in  quality  and  fre- 

quency, when  the  suppositories  were  discon- 
tinued. The  morphia  was  continued  in  one- 

four. h  grain  doses,  per  anum,  for  uneasiness 
occasionally  felt  in  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
as  well  as  for  nervous  restlessness,  and  con- 

tinued for  the  next  sixty  hours,  when  it  was 
dispensed  with  and  has  not  since  been  required. 
During  all  this  time  the  albumen,  either 

with  milk  or  water,  was  freely  and  frequently 
used,  but  was  two  days  since  ruled  out  as  un- 
necessary. 

At  the  time  she  was  so  prostrated,  flannel, 
saturated  with  warm  alcohol,  was  kept  appli- 

ed to  her  person. 
The  stomach  for  the  past  two  days  has 

kindly  accepted  beef  tea,  and  soft  boiled 
eggs.  She  is  quite  emaciated  and  debilitated, 
with  a  thoroughly  bleached  countenance  ;  her 
strength  has  been  improving  with  remarkable 
rapidity,  she  being  able  at  this  writing  to  sit 
up  four  or  five  hours  during  the  day  (an  hour 
or  so  at  a  time)  She  can  also  walk  about  the 
room  some;  her  appetite  is  good,  craving 
many  things  which  prudence  forbids.  Except 
now  and  then  a  slight  griping  when  at  stool, 
she  is  free  from  pain  or  uneasiness.  Sleep  is 
quiet  and  refreshing. 
Owing  to  the  fact  of  the  stomach  and 

bowels  having  been  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent denuded  of  mucous  membrane,  and  the 

fear  that  the  subjacent  structure  had  been 
reached  and  subjected  to  the  pernicious  action 
of  the  corosive  salt,  I  was  apprehensive  of 
extensive  ulceration,  the  results  of  which 
would  not  be  over  pleasant  to  contemplate ; 
but  T  think  all  fears  of  such  a  catastrophe  can 
now  be  safely  dismissed,  with  our  patient  so 
fast  improving  in  every  respect. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  state  that  the  prin- 
cipal drink,  since  the  discontinuance  of  the 

albumen,  has  been  barley  wats-r;  also  that 
during  the  first  day  or  two  her  insatiable 
thirst  was  kept  within  bounds  by  the  almost 
constant  presence  in  her  mouth  of  ice;  with- 

out it,  existence  would  hive  been  quite  in- 
tolerable, lor  the  use  of  water  to  an  extent 

that  the  sufferings  otherwise  would  have  de- 
manded would  have  been  altogether  inad^ 

missible.  G.  S.  Galer,  M.  D., 
Newton,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  March  4,  1872. 

Puerperal  Mnrra. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Stjfg.  Reporter  : 

In  the  Reporter  of  February  3d,  1872,  page 
92,  fcfter  detailing  former  treatment,  the 
writer  says  :  "  She  was  treated  by  Dr.  L.,  of 
Etna,  for  a  short  time,  and  with  no  better 
success,  etc.1' I  first  saw  the  case  several  weeks  after  the 
commencement  of  her  delusion.   I  urged  the 

necessity  of  giving  sufficient  nourishment  and 
proper  medicine,  and  if  that  could  not  be  done 
at  home,  that  she  should  be  taken  to  an  Asy- 

lum where  proper  treatment  could  be  carried 
out. 
At  my  second  visit  I  found  that  a  little 

nourishment  had  been  given  by  the  rectum 
only,  and  that  the  friends  were  still  unwilling 
to  take  her  to  an  asylum.  As  the  patient 
lived  several  miles  distant,  and  I  was  then 
much  pressed  with  the  care  of  other  patients, 
I  could  not  give  this  case  the  constant  super- 

vision which  it  required,  and  I  declined 
further  attendance. 
The  responsibility  for  her  life  rests  upon 

the  newspapers  and  other  agents  which  culti- 
vate a  popular  prejudice  against  insane  asy- 

lums, the  only  places  where  such  cases  can 
be  properly  treated. H.  Laning,  M.  D. 

Syracuse,  JV.  Y.,  February,  13,1872. 

On  Hydrophobia. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

It  occurred  to  me,  on  reading  a  description 
of  hvdrophobia  in  that  excellent  work  of  Dr. 
H.  Hat<tshokne,  that  as  this  disease  seemed 
to  be  of  rather  an  unfrequent  occurrenc  e  those 
who  had  had  cases  under  treatment  should 
briefly  record  the  facts. 
The  two  fallowing  cases  which  came  under 

my  care  were  both  seen  by  the  late  Dr.  Wm. 
G.  Eadie— who  was  formerly  the  protessional 
attendant  of  these  families,  and  in  each  case 
verified  the  diagnosis. 

Moses  Yanpelt,  03t.  78,  robust  and  always 
in  the  enjoyment,  of  good  health,  was  attacked 
by  a  dog  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  18G5, 
and  bitten  on  the  nose  and  face,  and  exten- 

sively on  the  hand,  in  his  endeavors  to  keep 
of!  the  infuriated  beast — tearing  off  a  large 
portion  of  the  skin  of  his  fingers.  Upon  visit- 

ing him  I  freely  cauterized  the  parts  and 
placed  the  hand  in  a  poultice,  which  healed 
nicely  in  a  few  days. 

On  the  6th  day  of  February,  1866,  or  about 
six  weeks,  I  was  hurriedly  sent  for,  and  on  ar- 

riving found  him  suffering  from  the  incipient 
symptoms  of  rabies.  He  complained  of  nau- 

sea, pain  in  the  stomach  and  the  upper  part 
of  the  chest  and  neck,  and  frequently  sighed. 
Calling  fcr  some  water,  I  found  the  attempt 
to  swallow  threw  him  into  a  violent  convulsive 
movement.  Upon  examination,  the  wounds 
presented  no  unusual  appearance.  Chloroform 
nemg  approved  by  the  friends,  I  at  once  de- 

sired aid,  and  Dr.  Eadie  was  called,  who.  upon 
hearing  a  history  of  the  c^se,  and  carefully  ex- 

amining the  patient,  ordertd  opium  in  full 
dotes.  This  was  done  for  a  time  and  nourish- 

ment given,  but  on  attempting  to  give  any- 
thing, coming  near  him,  opening  a  door,  or 

anything  which  caused  the  air  around  h:m  to 
be  set  in  motion,  sufficed  to  bring  on  a  terrific 
convulsion.  Thus  he  suffered  for  nearly  three 
days,  slowly  and  surely  approaching  death 
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]Vol.  xxvi. from  asthenia,  which  occurred  on  the  evening 
of  3d  day  of  attack. 

June  7th,  1867,  was  called  to  see  Captain 
Corson's  grand  child,  set.  9  years,  who  had 
been  ailing  for  a  few  days  and  now  was  una 
ble  to  swallow  ;  and  hence  I  was  summoned. 
The  child  complained  of  pain  in  the  stomach 
and  back  of  neck,  and  presented  rather  an 
unusual  appearance,  a  haggard,  anxious  ex- 

pression, and  sighed  frequently.  Carefully  in- 
quiring if  he  had  not  been  bitten  by  a  dog  or 

other  animal,  the  mother  remembered  that 
in  the  preceding  February  he  had  come  home 
from  school  crying,  saying  a  dog  had  bitten 
him  on  his  hand.  Stating  my  fear,  and  the 
almost  certain  termination  of  the  case  to 
them,  I  desired  that  Dr.  Eadie  be  called, 
who,  upon  hearing  the  statements  above,  con- 

curred in  the  prognosis. 
There  seemed  to  be  even  more  trouble  in 

this  case  than  the  other — to  give  anything — 
for  the  violent  muscular  movements  pre- 

cluded doing  anything.  The  child  could  not 
get  anything  down  his  throat,  and  died  in 
twenty-two  hours  from  my  first  visit. 

Respectfully, 
A.  Satterthwait,  M.  D. 

Mariners  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  23, 1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Medical  Commencements. 

BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 
NEW  YORK. 

The  tenth  annual  commencement  of  Belle- 
vue  Hospital  Medical  College  took  place  on 
the  evening  of  February  29,  at  the  Academy 
of  Music.  After  prayer  by  Rev.  Alfred  B. 
Beach,  D.D.,  chaplain  of  the  college,  Prof. 
Austin  Flint,  Jr.,  read  the  names  of  the 
graduates,  129  in  number.  Prof.  Taylor, 
President  of  the  Faculty,  presented  the  gradu- 

ates with  diplomas,  after  which  Prof.  A.  B. 
Crosby,  M.  D.,  delivered  an  address  to  the 
young  physicians  constituting  the  graduating 
class.  The  valedictorian,  Benjamin  L.  Loth- 
ROP,  being  absent,  his  address  was  read  by 
Dr.  William  Carr,  of  the  graduating  class. 

MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 
The  51st  annual  commencement  exercisss 

of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio  were  held  on 
the  evening  of  March  1st.  There  were  87 
graduates.  The  ad  eundern  degree  was  con- 

ferred on  two  persons,  and  the  honorary  de- 
gree on  Mr.  E.  S.  Wayne,  a  distinguished 

apothecary  of  Cincinnati,  a  graduate  of  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  of  this  city. 

MIAMI  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  12th  annual  commencement  of  the 

Miami  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati  was 

held  on  the  29fch  ult.  There  were  67  gradu- 
ates and  two  ad  eundem  degrees  were  con- ferred. 

,  A  physician  in  Bangor,  Me.,  in  a  pub- 
lished card,  explains  that  the  cause  of  the 

death  of  one  of  his  patients,  was  a  cancer  of 
long  continuance,  "  for  which  every  remedy 
was  tried,  not  excepting  the  much-vaunted 
Cundurango,  which  had  a  more  depleting 
effect  upon  the  pocket  than  the  disease." 

 Dr.  Graham,  of  Harrisburg  Springs, 
Kentucky,  has  presented  his  collection  of  fos- 

sils, minerals  and  specimens  in  archaeology, 
geology  and  natural  history  to  the  Public 
Library  of  Kentucky.  This  is  said  to  be  one 
of  the  most  valuable  collections  in  the  country. 

QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Mc,  oflnd.—A  set  of  dental  forceps  costs,  without case,  $1  50  for  each  instrument. 
Dr.  G.  C.  L.,  of  Mo.— We  presume  you  refer  to  Manec's paste.  It  is  prepared  with  15  grains  of  white  arsenic,  75  of 

cinnabar,  and  35  of  burnt  sponge,  made  into  a  thick  paste with  a  few  drops  of  water. 
Boylston  Prize  Questions. —The  address  of  Dr.  B.  Joy 

Jeffries,  is    Boston,  Mass." Dr.  Von  M.,  of  Ills.— We  do  not  think  a  work  of  the  kind 
you  describe  would  be  saleable.  Medical  publishers  never 
pay  for  manuscripts. 
Reply.— Tell  "  H.  W,"  Cairo,  111.,  in  Reporter  No.  781 

to  put  a  huge  blister  of  Spanich  fly  all  over  his  hip  and 
keep  in  bed.  If  one  does  not  produce  a  vigorous  vesication, 
apply  another ;  I  have  permanently  relieved  cases  by  such 
treatment.  I  am  yours, 
Illinois.  S.  A.  Dow. 

MARRIED. 
Thompson — Canary. — On  the  7th  inst.,  by  the  brother 

of  the  bride.  Rev.  A.  J.  Canary,  of  St.  Patrick's  Cathe- dral, New  York  city,  Dr.  John  Thompson,  of  Albany,  to 
IViiss  Maggie  C.  Canary,  of  New  York  city. 
Botsford — Keogh  —January  19th,  at  the  rectory  of  St. 

Ann's  Church,  New  York,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gallaudet,  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Botsford  and  Miss  Annie  Keogh,  both  of  Philadel- 

phia. 
Minster — Jayne — On  the  6th  inst,  by  the  Rev  P.  S, 

Henson,  Charles  L-  Minster,  M.  D.,  and  Mrs.  Mary  C. 
Jayne,  all  of  this  city. 

BIRTH. 
Snow.— At  Baker  City,  Oregon,  a  son  (Charles  Virchow) to  Dr.  T.  N.  Snow. 

DIED. 
De  Witt — February  9th,  at  New  York,  Eliza  C.  De 

Witt,  wife  of  the  late  Wm.  C.  De  Witt,  M.  D.,  of  Sauger- 
ties,  N.  Y.,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  her  age. 
Dodge.— At  his  residence,  near  Avondale,  near  Cincin- 

nati, O.,  March  1st,  of  apoplexy,  Dr.  Israel  S.  Dodge,  in  the 
65th  year  of  his  age. 
Elliger  —In  this  city,  suddenly,  on  the  evening  of  the 

5th  inst.,  Dr.  Richard  A.  F.  Elliger,  in  the  33d  year  of  his 

age. 
Edwards.— On  the  16th  ult.,  at  the  residence  of  Wm. 

Stacy,  Strasburg,  Lancaster  co.,  Pa.,  of  consumption,  Wm. 
J.  E'lwarrts,  formerly  a  student  of  Dr.  T.  C.  Rogers,  of 
Willow  Grove,  Delaware  ;  also  attended  lectures  at  the 
Medieal  L  epartmentof  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1870-1. McConnell.— On  the  10th  inst.,  at  Bethlehem,  PaM  after 
a  short  illness,  Mary  Ann,  widow  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Rush  McConnell,  M.  D.,  in  the  75th  year  of  her  age. 
Tuller — In  this  city,  on  the  7th  inst.,  of  diphtheria, 

Gilbert,  only  son  of  Dr.  Charles  and  Mary  Tuller,  aged  2 
years  and  3  months. Webb. — At  the  Kings  County  Hospital,  Flatbush,  Long 
Island,  on  the  5th  inst.,  John  S.  Webb,  M.  D.,  late  gradu- ate of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York, 
aged  22  years,  3  months  and  5  days. 
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Original  Department. 

COMMUN  I  CATIONS. 

CARBOLIC  ACID — ITS  USES  AND  AP- 
PLICATIONS. 

By  C.  H.  Tidd,  M.  D. 
Of  Middleport,  Ohio. 

Read  bef  re  the  Meigs  and  Mason  Academy  of  Medicine, 
February  22d,  1872.] 

This  agent  is  known  by  several  names,  viz. : 

phenylic  acid,  phenic  acid,  hydrated  oxide 
of  phenyl,  phenylic  alcohol,  etc. 
History— It  was  discovered  first  by  Rungke, 

in  1834,  who  gave  it  the  name  of  carbolic 
acid.  In  1841  Laurent  investigated  it  thor 
oughly ,  and  considered  it  as  the  hydrated  oxide 
of  a  peculiar  compound  radical,  called  phenyl 
he  therefore  called  it  hydrated  oxide  of  phenyl. 
Its  acid  properties,  however,  having  been  sub- 

sequently discovered,  it  received  the  name  of 
phenic  acid,  but  out  of  consideration  for  the 
original  discoverer  chemical  writers  usually 
adhere  to  the  title  which  he  gave  it  of  carbolic 
acid. 

This  acid  exists  in  some  unknown  combina- 
tion, in  that  portion  of  coal-tar  which  distils 

out  between  300°  and  400°  F.  This,  when 
mixed  with  a  hot  concentrated  solution  of 
hydrate  of  potassa,  is  resolved,  on  the  addition 

i  of  water,  into  a  light  oil,  and  a  heavier  alka- 
line liquid.  If  the  latter  be  separated  and  neu- 

tralized with  muriatic  acid,  carbolic  acid 
will  be  disengaged  in  an  impure  state  and  will 
float  upon  the  surface  in  the  form  of  a  light 
oil.  By  distilling  by  dried  chloride  of  calcium 
to  separate  water,  and  exposing  the  distillate 
to  a  low  temperature,  the  carbolic  acid  con- 

geals in  the  form  of  a  colorless  crystalline 
mass,  which  is  to  be  separated  from  the  ac- 

companying liquid  by  pressure  in  fibulous 

paper.  These  crystals  melt  at  95°  and  form 
the  liquid  acid.  A  permanent  solution  can 
also  be  made  by  melting  the  crystals,  and  add- 

ing five  drops  of  pure  water,  which  is  probably 
the  most  convenient  way  of  preparing  it  for 
ready  use.  As  found  in  the  shops,  it  is  of  two 
kinds.  One  in  the  form  of  congealed  crystals* 
which  is  chemically  pure,  and  alone  ought  to> 
be  used  for  medical  purposes.  The  other  is  of 
a  brown  or  tan  color,  and  is  only  fit  for  use  as 
a  disinfectant,  and  ought  not,  under  any  cir- 

cumstances, to  be  used  as  a  therapeutical 

agent.. In  the  pure  and  undiluted  form,  carbolic: 
acid  is  locally  powerfully  irritant  and  escha- 
rotic,  and  when  applied  to  the  skin  causes 
a  sharp  pain,  lasting  about  an  hour,  and 
accompanied  by  a  peculiar  whitening  of 
the  skin,  which  is  followed  by  severe  in- 

flammation and  separation  of  the  epider- 
mis. Taken  internally  in  large  quantities, 

and  in  a  concentrated  state,  it  operates  as  an 
irritant  and  corrosive  poison,  producing  all 
the  symptoms  usual  to  other  agents  of  the 
same  class. 

In  its- action  upon  the  system  it  closely  re- 
sembles creasote,  and  the  latter  may  very 

often  be  substituted  for  it  with  good  results  j 
but  in  most  cases  carbolic  acid  is  far  prefer- 

able, owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  nearly  so 
acrid  as  is  creasote.  Taken  in  proper  medi- 

cinal doses,  this  remedy  acts  as  a  gentle  irri- 
tant to  the  alimentary  mucous  membrane,  and 

being  absorbed  into  the  circulation,  probably 
escapes  through  the  kidneys,  and  by  exhal- 

ation from  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane, 
thus  acting  as  a  diuretic  and  expectorant,  and 
at  the  same  time  as  an  alterative  to  the  urin- 

ary and  respiratory  passages.  It  is  also  stin  - 
ulant  to  the  circulation  and  seems  to  exert  a 

251 
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powerful  influence  on  the  brain  when  taken 
in  overdoses.  It  has  also  been  found  to  pos- 

sess anaesthetic  and  styptic  properties  by  cer- 
tain writers,  especially  the  French,  who  have 

lately  devoted  much  time  to  the  study  of  its 
action.  7.5  grains  are  said  to  be  sufficient  to 
preserve  a  human  corpse.  When  applied  in 
solution  to  ulcers,  wounds  and  other  sores  of 
whatever  class,  it  acts  as  a  detergent,  disin- 

fectant wash,  a  powerful  stimulant  and  alter- 
ative, or  a  mild  caustic,  according  to  the 

strength  of  the  application.  It  has  also  been 
found  useful  in  unhealthy  or  chronic  inflam- 

mations, and  has  recently  been  employed  with 
marked  advantage  as  an  haemostatic.  It  is  a 
remedy  or  agent  highly  prized  by  dentists, 
who  use  it  largely  in  the  treatment  of  alveo- 

lar abscess  and  in  caries  of  the  teeth.  Thus 

■it  supplies  a  vacancy  long  felt  by  them  and 
which  no  other  agent  was  capable  of  filling. 

'Given  internally  it  is  strongly  recommended 
in  diarrhea,  especially  where  it  is  dependent 
on  the  action  of  putrescent  miasma  on  the 
system.  In  violent  and  persistent  emesis,  as 
well  as  in  dyspepsia  with  great  pain  after  eat- 

ing, it  acts  speedily  and  promptly,  often 
affording  marked  relief  even  after  all  other 

agents  have  'failed.  But  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant property  of  this  remedy,  both  as  a 

therapeutic  and  preventive  agent,  is  its  de- 
structive influence  over  the  lower  grades  of 

organic  life,  whether  vegetable  or  animal,  as 
in  a  solution  containing  only  one  part  of  the 
acid  to  500  parts  of  water,  it  instantly  destroys 
vegetable  mould  as  well  as  minute  or  micro- 

scopic animalcules-  Through  thi3  power  it 
checks  the  proper  fermentations,  including  the 
putrefactive,  and  thus  acts  powerfully  as  an 
antiseptic  or  disinfecting  agent,  operating 
with  wonderful  efficiency  in  correcting  or  pre- 

venting putrefaction  in  animal  substances  ;  and 
it  produces  the  same  effect  in  the  living  human 
subject,  and  through  the  same  influence  cor- 

rects or  suppresses  those  fermentative  pro- 
cesses in  the  body,  which  often  lead  to  the 

most  serious  results,  as  purulent  infection,  pois- 
oned dissecting  wounds,  carbunculous  diseases, 

hospital  gangrene,  etc. 
There  is  probably  no  agent  more  highly 

valued  than  this,  by  many  of  our  practitioners, 
in  the  treatment  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
bronchial  tubes,  as  well  as  in  diseases  of  the 
urinary  passages  attended  with  offensive 
purulent  discharges,  in  which  cases  it  comes 

(as  I  believe)  in  positive  contact  with  the 
morbid  cause,  through  the  process  of  absorp- 

tion. Through  its  parasiticidal  influence, 
carbolic  acid  is  highly  useful  as  a  local  appli- 

cation in  all  diseases  which  are  connected 
or  dependent  on  the  presence  of  microscopic 
plants  or  animals ;  hence  its  usefulness  in 
scabies,  the  different  forms  of  prurigo  and 
trichiasis  in  the  throats  of  infants,  in  pityriasis- 
versicolor,  and  in  all  cases  of  minute  vermin 
affecting  the  body.  It  has  also  been  highly 
recommended  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria, 
scarletina  anginosa,  ozena,  purulent  ostitis, 
leucorrhea  and  offensive  lochial  discharges. 
In  the  treatment  of  these  latter  affections  it 
might  probably  be  used  in  solution,  of  strength 
varied  so  as  to  suit  the  particular  case  in 
which  it  is  used,  say  from  5  gtts.  to  40  gtts.  to 
each  ounce  of  water. 

Applied  in  the  form  of  an  ointment,  con- 
taining from  gtts.  2  to  gtts.  5,  to  ̂  j.  of  lard  or 

simple  cerate,  it  is  useful  to  relieve  the  offen- 
sive, morbid  secretions  in  the  axilla,  groins, 

between  the  toes,  etc.  The  dose  for  internal 
administration  is  from  grs.  1  to  grs.  3,  if  the 
crystals  are  used,  or  an  equal  number  of 
drops,  provided  the  solution  is  made  as  spoken 
of  heretofore,  one  drop  of  this  so  nearly  rep- 

resenting a  grain  as  to  be  safe  to  use  in  this 
way.  The  best  menstruum  for  administering 
this  agent,  probably,  is  glycerine,  as  this 
holds  it  in  solution  in  all  proportions.  For 
external  applications  we  may  vary  the 
strength  as  the  case  seems  to  demand.  For 
the  slighter  skin  diseases  2  parts  of  acid  to  100 
parts  water  will  usually  suffice.  The  above  is 
about  the  proper  strength  for  most  bronchial, 
laryngeal  and  nasal  affections. 

In  the  treatment  of  burns  this  acid  has 

proven  to  be  almost  invaluable  ;  when  ap- 
plied to  the  burned  surface  it  gives  almost  in- 
stant relief.  Probably  one  of  the  best  formu- 

las in  most  cases  of  burns  is  the  following : 
R.    Acidi  carbolici,  gtts. v. 

Oleum  lini,  ^j.  M. 
Sig. — Apply  frequently. 
This  may  be  made  either  stronger  or 

weaker  as  the  case  demands.  In  the  treat- 
ment of  wounds,  whether  incised,  punctured 

or  perforated,  as  well  as  in  compound  frac- 
tures, stumps  of  amputated  limbs,  etc.,  etc., 

this  remedy  is  invaluable,  and  should,  in  our 
opinion,  be  used  in  the  following  manner: 
The  first  application  should  be  of  nearly  the 
full  strength,  being  applied  to  all  accessible 
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parts  of  the  wound,  in  order  completely  to  de- 
stroy all  septic  germs  that  may  have  entered 

the  wound  with  the  air  at  the  occurrence  of 
the  accident.  The  next  step  is  to  cover  the 
surface  of  the  wound  and  a  portion  of  the  sur- 

rounding healthy  skin  with  a  pledget  of  lint 
saturated  with  a  weak  solution  of  the  acid,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any  sep- 

tic agent  from  the  atmosphere,  or  along  the 
current  of  blood,  etc.,  which  may  be  oozing 
from  the  wounded  surfaces  and  making  its 
escape ;  this  should  be  constantly  applied  till 
the  wound  is  healed.  The  lint  is  usually  kept 
in  situ  by  bandages,  or  coverings  of  tin  or 
felt.  By  far  the  better  method  would  be  to 
apply  pure  and  properly  prepared  carbolized 
gauze,  which  answers  a  far  better  purpose 
than  either  bandages  of  cotton  or  caps  of  tin 
or  felt.  Prof.  P.  Gr.  Conner,  of  the  Medical 
College  of  Ohio,  obtained  some  of  this  gauze 
in  Europe  last  summer,  and  also  the  formula 
for  the  preparation  of  it,  which,  I  trust,  be 
will  publish  at  some  time  not  far  distant,  so 
that  all  may  have  a  chance  to  try  it.  I  am 
well  satisfied  that  when  it  is  once  thoroughly 
tested  all  will  admit  its  efficiency. 

When  this  plan  is  faithfully  carried  out,  we 
are  rarely,  if  ever,  troubled  either  with  exten- 

sive suppuration  or  sloughing,  and  when  it  has 
been  adopted  in  hospital  wards  pyemia,  gan- 

grene or  erysipelas  are  rarely  to  be  seen  ;  and 
the  same  is  applicable  to  private  practice. 

As  a  disinfectant  for  sick  rooms  this  agent 
has  no  superior,  and  we  very  much  doubt  if  it 

has  an  equal  in  contagious  diseases,  such  as 
cholera,  small-pox,  etc.  Not  only  is  marked 
benefit  and  protection  derived  from  the  use 
of  it  in  and  around  the  rooms  occupied  by  the 
patient,  but  it  should  be  sprinkled  in  the  ves- 

sels used  by  them  as  well  as  in  and  around  the 
closets  where  the  discharges  are  emptied,  and 
recently  some  physicians  have  noticed  marked 
benefit  in  sponging  the  bodies  of  such  patients 
with  a  very  weak  solution  containing  1  part 
acid  to  160  parts  water. 

In  the  opening  of  abscesses  much  pain  is 
spared  to  the  patient,  and  much  annoyance  to 
the  physician  in  the  after  treatment,  by  oper- 

ating under  the  carbolic  acid  spray.  In  the 
treatment  of  obstinate  ulcers  this  remedy  has 
been  used  with  marked  benefit  when  all  other 
means  had  failed.  Some  such  have  recently 
fallen  under  my  own  observation,  when  a 
speedy  cure  was  effected  by  the  use  of  carbolic 

acid  freely  applied  and  the  wound  being  kept 
covered  by  lint.   Lemaire  recommends  it 
very  highly  in  the  treatment  of  tinea-capitis, 
and  gives  the  following  formula  for  its  use  : 

Acidi  carbolici,  ,^ss. 
Acidi  acetici,  ^  Uss* 
Aquce  destillatse,        ̂ ijss.  M. 

Sig. — Apply  pro  rs  nata. 
Dr.  Isham,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  reports  a  case 

of  varicose  veins  cured  by  the  application  of 
carbolic  acid  of  full  strength.*  Prof.  W.  W. 
Dawson,  of  Cincinnati,  0.,  reports  two  cases 
of  compound  fractures,  and  one  of  epithelial 
cancer,  occurring  in  his  own  practice,  which 
were  successfully  treated  with  this  agent,  the 
union  of  the  wounded  surfaces  being  com- 

plete and  without  the  least  trace  of  suppur- 
ation.! 

Dr.  Scott,  of  Dumfries,  speaks  very  highly 
of  this  agent  in  the  prevention  of  pitting  after 
small-pox  ;  also  in  preventing  disfiguration  of 
the  body  after  severe  burns.  He  adds  1  part 
of  the  acid  to  8  parts  of  olive  oil,  and  keeps  it 
constantly  applied  to  the  affected  parts.  Tlrs 
not  only  prevents  marking,  but  proves  very 
grateful  to  the  patient  by  allaying  the  itch- 

ing and  irritation,  thus  relieving  them  of  an 
almost  uncontrollable  desire  to  scratch  the 
scabs  off  the  sores. t 

Dr.  Wolf,  in  an  article  in  the  Medical  Times 
and  Gazette  for  November  25,  1865,  speaks  of 
the  use  of  this  remedy  in  phthisis,  and  refers 
to  its  use  on  200  to  300  patients  in  the  convales- 

cent hospitals  in  France.  The  mode  of  ad- 
ministration was  as  follows  :  15  grs.  of  pure 

acid  are  dissolved  in  £ij  of  spirits  and  the  so- 
lution mixed  with  ̂ xxxij  of  water.  This 

amount  is  given  daily,  partly  by  inhalation 
and  partly  by  the  stomach.  Great  benefit 
was  derived  in  most  of  these  cases. 

Dr.  Duncan  reports  a  casell  of  obstinate 
dysmenorrhea  cured  by  direct  application  of 
carbolic  acid  to  the  os  uteri,  using,  at  the 

same  time,  general  tonics,  to  build  up  the  sys- 
tem. 

Dr.T.  Curtis  Smith,  of  Middleport,  0.,has 
furnished  me  the  notes  of  a  case  of  membran- 

ous dysmenorrhea  of  sixteen  years'  stand- 
ing, which  he  successfully  treated  with  this 

agent.  ¥ive  applications  were  made  to  the 
entire  cavity  of  the  uterus,  with  acid  of  full 
strength.    After  the  first  application  the  dis- 

*Clinic,  vol.  1,  p.  34. 
fClinic,  vol.  1,  p.  57. 
^Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  August,  1871. 
||  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter,  1871,  p.  445. 
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charge  was  increased,  but  with  each  succeed- 

ing one  it  was  decreased,  and  finally  ceased 
altogether.  He  also  reports  a  case  of  abscess 
in  the  maxillary  antrum,  which,  after  opening 
the  skin,  was  treated  with  injections  of  zinci 
sulphas,  plumbiacetas,  and  many  other  astrin- 

gents, with  the  -view  of  stopping  or  prevent- 
ing suppuration,  but  all  to  no  avail.  He  then 

injected  carbolic  acid  dil.,  and  in  four  weeks 
the  case  was  discharged  cured.  I  should 
add  that  after  puncturing  the  skin  the  bone 
was  found  to  be  caried  so  that  the  nozzle  of 

a  small  syringe  could  be  inserted,  and  the  so- 
lutions injected.  He  has  also  found  it  very 

useful  in  the  treatment  of  stomatitis,  cancrum 
oris,  nursing  sore  mouth,  and  many  other  dis- 

eases of  the  vocal  cavity.  Dr.  Gutterldge 
reports*  seven  cases  of  compound  fracture,  in 
which  he  treated  the  external  wound  exclu- 

sively with  carbolic  acid.  In  all  of  these  cases 
recovery  was  complete,  and  with  very  little 
suppuration. 

Dr.  Morton  reports!  several  cases  of  lace- 
rated and  contused  wounds  which  he  success- 

fully treated  with  this  agent.  In  each  of  these 
eases  recovery  was  perfect,  and  suppuration 
very  slight. 

Dr.  W.  Platfair  reports*  the  successful 
treatment  and  cure  of  three  cases  of  uterine 
catarrh,  by  the  internal  application  of  carbolic 
acid,  after  other  measures  had  failed,  the 
treatment  occupying  from  four  to  six  months 
in  each  case. 

Eeward  R.  Bickersteth  reportsll  a  case 
of  suppurative  synovitis  of  the  knee  joint,  in 
which  the  joint  was  opened  and  thoroughly 
washed  out  with  a  lotion  of  carbolic  acid ;  re- 

covery in  this  case  was  perfect,  with  a  mova- 
ble joint.  We  might  gather  and  cite  many 

more  instances  in  which  this  remedy  has 
proven  itself  to  be  invaluable  to  the  physi- 

cian, as  in  the  treatment  of  chancres,  wounds 
of  various  kinds,  inverted  toe-nails,  with  ul- 

cerations, various  forms  of  inflammation,  etc., 
etc.,  but  think  that  enoush  has  been  said  to 
convince  all  of  its  efficacy.  While  we  are  well 
aware  that  very  many  eminent  surgeons  speak 
adversely  of  this  agent  as  an  antiseptic,  in 
fact  many  denounce  all  forms  of  antiseptic 
dressings,  simply,  we  think,  because  they 
have  failed  to  derive  any  benefits  from  their 

* London  Lancet,  1870,  p.  82. 
^London  Lancet,  1870,  pp.  252  to  259. 
XLondon  Lancet,  1870,  pp.  551  atid  552. 
[|  London  Lancet,  1870,  pp.  589  and  590. 

use.  Their  failures,  I  think,  are  attributable 
to  some  mistake  or  neglect  in  the  application, 
and  not  to  the  intricacy  of  the  dressing  itself, 
as  many  of  them  claim ;  and  a  great  many  are 
unwilling  to  devote  the  necessary  tfime  and 
care  in  its  application,  which  are  necessarily 
required  to  render  this  plan  successful,  hence 
they  deem  that  its  advantages  must  be  nil. 
Thanking  you ,  gentlemen ,  for  your  attention . 

I  now  leave  the  subject  with  you  for  your  dis- 
cussion, trusting  that  I  have  been  enabled  to 

give  some  hints  which  may  prove  useful  to 
you  in  practice. 

ULCER  OF  LEFT  BROAD  LIGAMENT — 
RUPTURE  OF  UTERINE  ARTERY- 

DEATH— AUTOPSY. 

By  G.  H.  Fishburn,  M.  D., 

Of  Lock  Haven,  Pa. 

On  Saturday  morning,  March  3, 1872,  Dr. 
Hates  of  this  city  was  called  to  visit  Mrs.  A., 
set.  24,  who  he  was  told  was  taken  suddenly 
very  ill.  On  his  arrival  at  her  home  he  found 
the  following  history  and  condition  :  The  pa- 

tient, when  she  arose  in  the  morning,  was  en- 
joying her  usual  health,  and  proceeded  to  do 

her  housework.  She  commenced  baking  and 
preparing  dinner  at  the  same  time,  and  while 
doing  so  lifted  quickly  a  sack  of  flour,  which 
effort  was  speedily  followed  by  a  desire  to 
evacuate  the  bladder,  and  a  little  later  by 
pains  simulating  labor  pains.  The  husband 
was  called  and  found  her  in  this  condition. 
At  this  juncture  Dr.  Hayes  was  summoned, 
and  after  a  careful  examination  diagnosed  the 
pains  to  be  those  resulting  from  some  local 
irritating  trouble,  and  not  those  of  premature 
labor.  He  prescribed  opium  and  camphor, 
with  but  little  effect.  In  the  evening  Dr. 

Armstrong  (Dr.  Hayes'  partner)  called,  and 
from  the  appearance  of  the  patient  as  h?  en- 

tered the  room,  he  thought  she  was  "  flood- 
ing," but  on  examination  he  found  the  condi- 

tion of  the  uterus  normal,  and  no  trouble  of 
that  kind  whatever,  but  that  she  was  as  he 
supposed,  suffering  from  internal  hemorrhage 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  yet  he  was  una- 

ble to  ascertain  precisely  where.  The  patient 
experienced  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  es- 

pecially with  the  expiratory  movements,  fre- 
quently crying, "  Breathe  for  me,  O  breathe 

for  me."  The  extremities,  ears,  nose  and 
hands  were  cold,  and  all  the  symptoms  of 
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rapid  loss  of  blood  were  manifest.  Dr.  A. 
then  informed  the  family  of  the  utter  impos- 

sibility of  recovery.  The  patient  died  on 
Wednesday. 
On  Wednesday  Dr.  Watson  and  myself 

were  called  by  Drs.  Armstrong  and  Hayes, 
to  make  a  post-mortem  examination,  which 
was  done  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  with  the  fol- 

lowing result :  Upon  opening  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen  we  found  the  viscera,  especially 
the  omentum,  markedly  tinged  with  blood, 
and  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  completely  filled 
with  a  clot,  while  the  different  parts  of  the 
abdominal  cavity  contained  large  quantities 
of  Mark,  fluid  blood.  We  removed  the  clot 
and  fluid  blood,  and  proceeded  to  examine 
further:  the  ovaries,  falopian  tubes,  uterus, 
urinary  bladder,  spleen,  and  intestines  were 
healthy.  Upon  raising  the  broad  ligament  of 
the  left  side,  we  found  an  ulcer  about  an  inch 
in  diameter  and  extending  through  the  liga- 

ment just  above  its  attachment  to  the  uterus, 
and  the  uterine  artery  sloughed  off.  This 
satisfied  us,  both  as  to  the  cause  of  death  and 
the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis.  The  appear- 

ance of  the  ulcer  was  very  unhealthy,  and  ap- 
peared as  if  it  had  been  going  on  for  a  long 

time.  There  was  a  clot  of  blood  in  the  artery 
at  the  point  of  rupture,  but,  otherwise,  the 
vessel  was  entirely  empty  and  patulous.  The 
patient  previous  to  this  attack  or  injury  did 
not  complain  of  either  pain  or  sickness  at  all, 
but  seemed  cheerful  and  well  at  all  times. 
She  had  in  one  of  her  labors  some  trouble 
from  adherent  placenta. 
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Yearly  Report. 
Urethral  Calculus, 

February,  1871.  Dr.  Morris  reported  a  case 
of  urethral  calculus,  which  was  removed,  and 
showed  the  Instrument  he  used  for  its  re- 

moval, which  may  be  described  as  follows : 
Two  curettes  with  their  concavities  facing 
each  other,  working  in  a  canula  by  an  ingen- 

ious contrivance.  The  size  of  the  calculus 
was  half  an  inch  long  and  seven-sixteenths  of 
an  inch  broad.  It  was  the  largest  the  doctor 
ever  saw  removed  without  the  lithotribe  from 
the  female  urethra. 

Dr.  Bernardy  reported  two  cases  of  abdomi- 

nal neuralgia  (similar  cases  having  been  re- 
ported in  Rankin's  abstract).  Both  were  re- 
lieved by  the  use  of  chloral  and  bromide  of 

ammonium. 
Malposition  of  the  Funis- 

Dr.  McRean  reported  four  cases  in  which 
the  funis  was  around  the  neck,  in  all  produc- 

ing an  almost  asphyxiated  condition,  from 
which  one  died,  but  no  mark  was  observed. 

Dr.  Millick  reported  one  in  which  there  were 
four  coils  around  the  neck,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  rupture  the  membranes  and  remove  three 
coils  before  the  head  could  descend;  the  other 
coil  remained  until  after  the  head  was  deliv- 

ered, but  no  mark  was  observable. 
Dr.  Morris  reported  a  case  in  which  the 

funis  was  four  times  around  the  neck,  snd  pre- 
vented the  descent  of  the  head.  Not  being 

able  to  remove  it,  he  delivered  an  asphyxiated 
child  with  the  forceps,  but  by  prompt  treat- 

ment it  was  saved.  There  was  a  mark  around 
the  neck,  which  the  doctor  attributed  to  the 
pressure  of  the  cord  during  traction.  He  also 
reported  a  case  in  which  there  was  a  complete 
square  knot  in  the  funis,  and  two  years  ago  he 
saw  a  case  in  which  there  were  two  knots. 

Dr.  Gruel,  in  explanation,  said  that  Prof. 
Breit,  of  Tubingen,  Wurtemburg,  demon- 

strated the  formation  of  these  knots,  by  sup- 
posing that  the  cord  being  long  and  the  fetus 

rolling  in  the  liquor  amnii  turns  through  a 
loop  of  the  cord,  and  thus  the  knot  is  m>  d>  . 

Dr.  Currau  stated  he  had  several  cases  in 
which  the  cord  was  drawn  quite  firmly  around 
the  neck,  but  never  observed  any  mark  ex- 

cept when  the  forceps  had  been  used  and 
traction  made.  Dr.  Millick  reported  a  case 
in  which  the  anterior  and  posterior  fontanel- 
lis  were  absent,  and  were  replaced  by  a  de- 

ficiency between  the  squamous  portion  of  the 
temporal  and  parietal  bones  on  the  left  side 
of  the  head  of  the  child,  the  deficiency  being 
three  inches  long  by  two  broad.  Ic  simulated 
a  caput  succidaneum.  The  opening  is  filling 
up  quite  rapidly  by  bony  tissue. 

A  Cause  of  Abortion. 
He  also  reported  the  case  of  a  lady  who, 

three  years  ago,  became  pregnant.  At  eight 
months  contraction  of  the  uterus  occurred, 
without  any  other  signs  of  commencing  par- 

turition. After  giving  chloral  the  contraction 
ceased  for  one  week  when  labor  came  on,  and 
he  delivered  her  of  a  dead  child.  She  became 
pregnant  again,  and  at  eight  months  contrac- 

tion of  the  uterus  again  occurred,  which  was 
again  relieved  by  chloral  for  a  week,  when 
she  gave  birth  to  a  dead  child.  She  again  be- 

came pregnant  and  the  contractions  of  the 
uterus  occurred  at  seven  months,  when  she 
was  relieved  by  the  use  of  chloral,  and  was 
placed  in  bed  and  kept  there  six  weeks, 
when  she  gave  birth  to  a  full-term  child.  In- 

ternal manipulations  were  being  made  to 
check  the  subsequent  hemorrhage,  when  it 
was  discovered  that  she  had  a  fibroid  tumor 
attached  to  the  left  side  of  the  uterus,  about 
one  inch  above  the  internal  os.   It  was  about 
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three  inches  in  diameter  and  of  a  semi-globu- 

lar form,  with  the  base  attached  firmly  to  the 
uterine  walls,  it  having  no  pedicle.  The  sur- 

face of  the  tumor  appeared  rough  and  inden- 
tated,  and  intensely  hard  and  firm.  Consider- 

able hemorrhage  occurred,  which  was  only 
checked  by  external  manipulations,  the  use 
of  ice  locally  to  the  abdomen  and  full 
doses  of  ergot.  The  use  of  ergot  was 
continued  for  days,  with  the  intention  of 
causiDg  absorption  of  the  tumor  by  the  pres- 

sure from  the  contraction  of  the  uterine  walls. 
The  pain  consequent  upon  the  use  of  the  ergot 
was  so  intense  that  morphia  was  requisite  to 
prevent  convulsions ;  but  it  did  not  atTect  the 
contraction,  while  it  relieved  the  pain  and 
produced  sleep.  The  mammary  secretion  was 
established  on  the  third  day  after  parturition, 
but  was  entirely  checked  the  following  day  by 
an  attack  of  uterine  pain.  It  was  established 
again  three  days  after,  and  has  since  remained. 
Previous  to  her  delivery,  while  she  was  con- 

fined to  bed,  examinations  detected,  about 
every  alternate  day,  a  dilated  os  uteri, 
which  as  often  contracted,  and  finally,  when 
parturition  came  on,  the  os  was  firmly  con- 

tracted, and  was  with  difficulty  dilated  by  the 
descent  of  the  head.  Thirteen  days  after  par- 

turition external  palpation  revealed  the  fact 
that  the  size  of  the  uterus  had  diminished 
from  about  five  inches  long  by  four  broad,  to 
very  nearly  the  normal  size  of  the  unimpreg- 
nated  uterus,  and  that  the  tumor  rested  in  the 
left  iliac  fossa,  causing  sharp  paroxysmal  pain 

The  Use  of  Ergot. 
Dr.  Gruel  asked  if  there  could  not  some- 

thing be  done  to  prevent  the  promiscuous  use 
of  secale  cornutum  by  mid  wives  and  empirics. 
They  always  sive  it  too  early  and  it  produces 
asphyxia  by  its  continuous  pressure,  and  in  the 
cases  he  saw  three  out  of  twenty  died.  In  all 
these  twenty  cases  the  placenta  followed  the 
child  in  at  least  one-half  minute,  and  the  in- 

fants uniformly  were  born  blue.  They  fre- 

quently give  it  before  any  attempt  has"  been made  at  a  diagnosis.  He  reported  a  case  in 
which  a  midwife  had  given  ergot,  and  the  ex- 

amination revealed  a  presentation  of  the  back, 
and  death  was  the  result.  He  also  reported  a 
case  occurring  in  Europe,  in  which  a  student 
gave  secale  cornutum,  and  tbe  mother  and 
child  both  died,  for  which  he  would  have  been 
punished  had  it  not  been  for  his  social  status. 
He  stated,  also,  that  he  never  gives  ergot  un- 

less the  pains  are  very  weak  or  have  actually 
ceased.  He  does  not  even  use  it  to  prevent 
post-partum  hemorrhage,  but  relies  upon  ex- 

ternal and  internal  manipulation. 
Dr.  Curran  corroborated  the  statements  of 

Dr.  Gruel,  and  reported  a  case  of  footling  pre- 
sentation, in  which  a  midwife  had  given  erarot 

and  death  was  the  result.  He  thought,  also, 
that  it  was  only  in  those  cases  in  which  the 
presentation  was  abnormal,  or  where  in  was 
given  too  early,  that  death  resulted. 

Dr.  Morris  reported  a  case  of  carcinoma  of 

the  uterus,  which  he  treated  with  injections 
of  per-sulphate  of  iron  to  prevent  hemor- 

rhage and  check  the  ulceration,  but  notwith- 
standing the  patient  sank  rapidly  and  died. 

Puerperal  Convulsions. 
March  28th,  1871,  Dr.  E?hleman  reported  a 

case  of  puerperal  convulsions  which  he  treated 
with  hydrated  chloral  successfully.  She  had 
been  delivered  by  a  homeopathic  physician. 
When  Dr.  E.  was  called  in  he  attempted  to 
bleed,  but  no  blOod  would  flow.  He  then  ad- 

ministered one  drachm  of  chloral.  She  had 
one  convulsion  after  its  administration.  He 
then  gave  two  drachms,  and  she  had  no  more 
convulsions  all  night.  He  stated  he  treated  a 
similar  case  with  chloral,  but  he  also  bled, 
and  hence  did  not  attribute  the  cessation  of 
convulsions  to  the  chloral ;  and  she  too  had 
convulsions  under  the  use  of  15  grs.  of  the 
chloral,  but  they  entirely  ceased  when  two 
drachms  were  given.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry, 
the  doctor  stated  the  symptoms:  pulse  160, 
pupils  widely  dilated,  eyes  divergent,  respira- 

tion short  and  stertorous;  the  pupils  contract- 
ed under  the  use  of  chloral. 
Dr.  Taylor  remarked  that  it  was  his  experi- 

ence .that  small  doses  of  chloral  produced  ex- 
citement. 

Dr.  Leidy  suggested  the  propriety  of  push- 
ing the  use  of  chloral  in  all  cases  when  it  was 

found  to  excite,  until  quietness  of  the  system 
was  attained. 

Dr.  Morris  reported  a  case  of  ovarian  tumor 
in  a  maiden  lady  36  years  of  age,  from  which 
ascites  and  hydrothorax  occurred.  He  per- 

formed pat  acentesis  successfully,  and  found  the 
tumor  occupied  one-half  the  abdominal  cavity. 
She  died  shortly  after  the  tapping,  and  the 
post-mortem  examination  fully  corroborated 
the  diagnosis. 

Sudden  Death. 
Dr.  Collins  reported  a  case  of  death  from 

syncope  during  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 
A.  young  lady,  20  years  old,  having  begun  to 
convalesce,  was  allowed  to  sit  up  on  the  9th 
day  of  the  disease,  when  syncope  occurred, 
and  she  died  in  a  few  minutes.  The  heart 
ceased  to  act  from  want  of  muscular  power. 
The  doctor  stated  the  case  merely  to  caution 
bis  fellow-practitioners  from  allowing  any  un- 

due exertion  in  such  cases. 
Dr.  Eshleman  reported  a  case  of  death  from 

heart  clot  in  a  child  suffering  from  diphtheri- 
tic stomatitis,  and  stated  that  the  post-mortem 

examination  revealed  several  heart  clots, 
which  were  several  days  old.  The  heart  was 
large  and  firm.  He  removed  several  firm  clots 
from  the  subclavian  veins,  well  organized. 
The  doctor  thought  that  these  clots  formed  as 
a  consequence  of  the  condition  of  the  blood. 

Dr.  Leidy  remarked  that  it  has  been  his  ex- 
perience that  in  all  vitiated  conditions  of  the 

blood  he  has  found  such  heart  clots,  and  espe- 
cially in  diphtheritic  conditions,  he  has  seen  a 

complete  mould  of  aorta  removed. 
Dr.  Collins  said  the  most  remarkable  heart 
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clot  in  his  experience  he  saw  at  a  post-mortem 
of  an  old  lady,  set.  80  years.  She  died  while 
taking  a  bath.  The  center  of  the  clot  was 
most  firmly  organized.  He  thought  it  had 
formed  from  day  to  day,  and  finally  it  acted  as 
a  plug  and  stopped  the  current  of  blood.  The 
doctor  asked  :  Can  we  reason  from  the  density 
of  the  center  the  age  of  the  clot? 

Dr.  Leidy  thought  not. 
Dr.  Eshleman  stated  that  he  saw  a  heart 

clot  which  resembled  fat,  and  was  of  a  fibrin- 
ous variety,  in  a  case  of  angina  pectoris.  There 

was  also  atheroma  of  the  aorta. 
Dr.  Collins  made  some  extended  remarks 

on  the  subject  of  heart  clots,  especially  in 
vitiated  conditions  of  the  blood,  and  demon- 

strated his  remarks  by  giving  an  instance  of  a 
lady  who,  dying  of  an  abortion,  on  post-mortem 
fibrinous  clots  were  found  through  the  entire 
liver  or  lower  lobes  of  the  lungs.  How  far 
is  this  role  to  be  prolonged  into  all  the  modes 
and  causes  of  death  ?  Is  pyemia  or  embolism 
to  be  taken  into  account  in  every  form  of 
death  ?  If  so,  cur  idea  of  death  must  be  some- 

what modified. 
Poisoning  by  Atropia. 

April.  Drs.  Millick  and  Keiper  reported 
conjointly  a  case  of  atropia  poisoning  which 
came  under  their  care.  A  patient,  a  lady,  at 
the  clinic  of  Dr.  Keiper  at  the  Eye  and  Ear 
Infirmary,  was  under  treaiment  for  rheumatic 
iritis,  in  which  a  six-grain  solution  of  atropine 
was  being  used  as  a  collyrium  as  well  as  in- 

ternal treatment.  By  mistake  she  took  the 
atropine  solution  for  the  internal  medicine,  in 
quantity  of  about  one  grain  of  atropia.  Dis- 

covering the  mistake,  she  immediately  drank 
hot  coffee,  thinking  it  would  help  her,  but  in- 

stead of  which  it  assisted  the  absorption.  Be- 
coming alarmed  she  sent  to  the  druggist,  who 

gave  her  a  mustard  emetic,  which  com- 
pletely emptied  her  stomach ;  but  enough 

had  been  absorbed  to  produce  the  following 
symptoms  :  Two  hours  afterward,  when  Dr. 
Millick  saw  her,  she  was  in  a  state  of  intense 
excitement,  the  &kin  greatly  congested,  face, 
hands  and  whole  body  swollen  and  bloated, 
mind  delirious,  sensibility  suspended  and  vio- 

lent clonic  spasms  at  times  of  the  limbs,  pu- 
pils dilated  to  their  fullest  extent,  thirst  in- 

tense, speech  thick  and  clogged,  tongue  and 
throat  swollen.  Dr.  Millick  gave  one-half 
grain  of  morphia  by  stomach,  and  stimulants 
of  brandy  and  ammonia  internally,  and  she 
was  sinking  rapidly.  In  about  one  hour  after, 
Dr.  Keiper  arrived,  when  he  injected  one- 
third  of  a  grain  of  morphia  hypudermically 
Waiting  ten  minutes  and  seeing  very  little  re- 

action, one-third  of  a  grain  of  morphia  more 
was  injected,  soon  after  which  reaction  was 
peiceived,  the  pupils  contracting,  sensibility 
of  skin  returning.  Ice  was  now  applied  to 
the  head,  and  patient  allowed  to  remain  quiet. 
In  the  evening,  on  visiting  her  again,  she 
was  still  improving,  but  entire  sensibility  did 
not  return  until  the  next  morning. 
Remarks  were  then  made  by  the  gentlemen 

present  in  regard  to  the  antidotal  effect  of 
morphia  in  cases  of  atropia  poisoning  and 
several  cases  of  interest  reported. 

Gray  Atrophy  of  the  Optic  Disk. 
Dr.  Keyser  made  some  remarks  on  the  re- 

covery of  sight  after  gray  atrophy  of  the  optic 
disks,  and  presented  a  patient  who  had  been 
under  treatment  at  his  clinic  in  the  Philadel- 

phia Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  When  the  pa- 
tient first  cams  to  his  clinic  he  was  perfectly 

blind  ;  not  the  least  perception  of  light,  hav- 
ing become  suddenly  so  three  months  before. 

The  pupils  were  dilated  as  in  cases  of  amau- 
rosis, not  making  the  slightest  reaction  on 

exposure  from  dark  to  light. 
On  ophthalmoscopic  examination  both  optic 

papillas  were  found  very  white  and  pearly  ; 
the  retinal  arteries  very  much  reduced  in  size, 
being  like  fine  threads ;  the  veins  were  full, 
but  not  more  so  than  in  the  normal  condition. 
In  the  right  eye  there  was  an  embolic  of  one 
of  the  lower  branches  of  the  central  retinal 
artery, it  being  perfectly  empty  from  the  edge 
of  the  optic  disk,  leaving  a  clear  white  thread- 

like line,  while  the  part  lying  in  the  optic  pa- 
pilla was  full  and  red. 

The  health  of  the  patient  was  very  good ; 
no  constitutional  nor  syphilitic  disease.  Find- 

ing no  perceptible  cause  for  it  except  the  sup- 
position that  there  had  been  a  hemorrhage  or 

an  effusion  of  some  kind  along  the  optic  tract, 
iodide  of  potassium  was  given  internally  in 
eight  grain  doses  three  times  daily  for  some 
time,  to  assist  in  the  absorption  of  any  effu- 

sion, if  such  should  be  the  case,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 1, 1870,  to  relieve  the  tension,  which  was 

slightly  increased,  and  to  allow  the  central 
arteries  to  fill  up,  thus  elevating  the  nutrition 
of  the  retinas  paracentesis  of  the  corneas,  was 
performed.  A  few  days  after  the  operation 
the  patient  perceived  bright  lights,  as  from  a 
lamp  or  rays  of  the  sun.  On  February  10, 
1870,  paracentesis  corneas  was  again  made  and 
the  iodioe  of  potassium  continued  with  the 
l-50th  grain  of  sulphate  of  strychnia  three 
times  daily.  After  the  second  operation  the 
perception  of  light  became  very  distinct,  and 
by  July  1st  large  objects  could  be  seen.  July 
10th,  while  sitting  in  the  clinic  he  suddenly 
cried  out  that  some  letters  on  the  walls  could 
be  seen,  and  spelled  the  worrls  correctly  from 
a  card  sign  hanging  up  against  the  wall.  On 
close  and  minute  examination  there  was  found 
to  be  sight  Sn.  in  the  left  eye  at  a  distance 
only  in  a  contracted  field  of  five  inches.  Near 
vision  there  was  none.  The  right  eye  at  this 
time  could  only  perceive  light.  There  was 
divergent  strabismus  of  2///,  the  patient  de- 

nying ever  having  any  strabismus  before.  The 
iodide  of  potassium  was  continued,  with  an  in- 

crease in  the  dose  of  the  strychnia  to  1-40 

grain. 
During  the  summer  the  sharpness  of  sight 

continued  to  improve ;  the  right  eye  having 
better  accommodation  for  near  objects  than 
the  left,  while  with  the  left  one  the  vision  for 
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distance  was  the  better.  L.  eye  Sn.  — ;  R. 
eye  Sn.  |j.  The  size  of  the  field  continued 
the  same  in  both  eyes,  about  five  inches,  as 
first  measured.  The  perception  of  colors 
perfect  in  either  eye.  In  October  following 
erysipelas  of  the  face  set  in,  lasting  some  two 
weeks ;  after  recovery  therefrom  the  sight  of 
both  eyes  had  receded  to  about  half  what  it 
was,  so  in  November  paracentesis  of  the  cor- 

nea was  again  made,  and  the  dose  of  strych- 
nia increased  to  1-30  grain  combined  with  one 

grain  of  pyrophosphate  of  iron.  After  which 
the  sight  recovered  again  to  the  former  stand- 

ard L.  E.  distance  Sn.  |~  near  vision  Jag  14— 
R.  E.  Sn.  near  Jag  3— which  you  perceive 
this  evening  on  examination. 

During  all  this  time  the  vessels  have  not 
changed  in  the  least ;  the  arteries  being  still 
very  small,  and  the  branch  spoken  of  before 
like  a  white  thread,  has  become  obliterated. 
The  optic  disks  remain  unaltered,  being  still 

*  white  and  pearly ;  the  field  of  vision  has  in- 
creased only  about  one  to  one  and  a  half 

inches  outward  in  each  eye,  while  the  inner, 
upper  and  lower  lines  remain  the  same. 

Tn  this  case  there  was  a  total  blindness  of 
five  months  before  the  vision  began  to  return, 
and  nothing  seemed  to  assist  it  as  much  as 
the  paracentesis  corneas,  for  after  each  opera- 

tion there  was  at  once  improvement  of  vision. 
The  field  of  vision  being  alike  in  both  eyes, 
shows,  no  doubt,  that  whatever  is  the  cause 
is  acting  alike  on  the  optic  tracts  and  nerves. 
But  at  the  same  time  the  nerves  of  accommo- 

dation (the  oculo-motors)  are  acted  upon  dif- 
ferently, there  being  more  accommodative 

power  in  the  right  eye  than  in  the  left,  which 
has  been  so  from  the  beginning  of  the  first 

return  of  vision.  !N"o  glass  could  be  found  that would  assist  the  accommodation.  The  pupils 
have,  however,  contracted  to  the  normal 
standard,  and  are  easily  acted  on  by  light. 
The  optic  disks  remaining  unaltered  through- 

out the  whole  time,  bear  out  still  further  the 
statement  of  Oglesby,  that  "It  is  not  essen- 

tial that  an  optic  disk,  once  atrophied,  should 
resume  its  normal  appearance  in  order  to  re- 

gain its  functional  powers." 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope, 

The  Treatment  of  Uterine  Neuralgia. 

Dr.  John  Chapman,  M.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S  , 
Physician  to  the  Farringdon  Dispensary,  says 
on  this  topic  in  the  Medical  Press  and  Circular : 

According  to  the  general  confession  of  the 
profession  uterine  neuralgia  and  its  complica- 

tions form  part  of  that  large  group  of  mala- 
dies the  treatment  of  which  has  always  been 

extremely  unsatisfactory.  Its  chief  aim,  of 
course,  has  been  to  overcome  the  chief  evil, 
pain;  and,  secondarily,  it  has  been  directed 
to  effect  the  removal  of  uterine  congestion  or 
inflammation,  to  facilitate  the  menstrual  pro- 

cess, and  to  improve  the  general  health.  The 
pain  is  usually  combated  by  narcotics,  by  nau- 

seating remedies,  by  warm  baths,  and  by  the 
application  of  sedatives  both  to  the  hypogas- 

tric region  and  per  vaginam.  In  those  cases 
in  which  congestive  or  inflammatory  symp- 

toms are  present  local  depletion  is  urgently 
recommended,  and  in  some  cases  even  general 
bleeding  is  also  advised.  Improvement  ot  the 
general  health  is  sought  to  be  effected  by  ton- 

ics, exercise,  or  bracing  climate,  and  an  abun- 
dance of  fresh  air.  The  success  achieved  by 

these  practices  is,  as  a  general  rule,  so  deplo- 
rably slight  that  uterine  neuralgia  and  its 

kindred  maladies  have  long  held  a  conspicu- 
ous place  among  the  opprobria  of  medicine ; 

and,  indeed,  this  can  be  no  matter  of  surprise 
if  the  pathology  of  these  affections  as  sketched 
above  be  true  ;  for  obviously  the  therapeuti- 

cal desideratum  is  a  power  of  lessening  the 
energy  of  the  nervous  centers  implicated,  and 
none  of  the  remedies  enumerated  above  pos- 

sess that  power  except  when  so  used  as  seri- 
ously to  impair  the  general  health,  and,  in- 
deed, to  prove  dangerous  to  life  itself.  That 

therapeutical  desideratum  is,  however,  accord- 
ing to  my  experience,  completely  fulfilled  by 

the  spinal  ice-bag,  suitably  applied  from  30  to 90  or  even  120  minutes  two  or  three  times  a 

day.  I  sav  k'  suitably  applied,"  because  its 
tolerance,  its  harmlessness,  and  its  efficacy  de- 

pend on  the  fulfilment  of  this  condition.  If 
the  patient  does  not  suffer  from  headache, 
and  if  her  lungs  are  quite  healthy,  the  ice-bag 
may  be  advantageously  applied  along  the 
spine  from  the  middle  of  the  cervical  region 
down  to  the  third  or  fourth  vertebras,  but  not 
lower. 

Headache,  with  cerebral  hyperaemia  as  its 
proximate  cause  is,  however,  a  frequent  con- 

comitant of  uterine  neuralgia,  and  in  such 
cases  cold  ous;ht  not  to  be  applied  along  the 
upper  part  of  the  spine,  but  should  extend 
only  along  the  six  or  eight  lower  dorsal,  and 
the  three  or  four  upper  lumbar,  vertebras.  In 
these  cases  I  generally  use  the  upper  two 
cells  of  a  20-inch  spinal  ice-bag  applied  along 
the  part  just  described,  the  lowest  cell  re- 

maining empty  and  either  doubled  behind  the 
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middle  cell,  or  dependent  over  the  sacrum.  I 
adopt  this  plan  in  order  securely  to  restrict 
the  ice  to  that  part  of  the  spine  intended  to 
be  acted  upon ;  if  ice  were  to  be  put  in  the 
two  lower  cells  of  the  spinal  ice-bag,  the 
upper  one  being  left  empty,  and  if  after  the 
two  lower  cells  were  applied  along  the  lower 
part  cf  the  spine  the  patient  were  to  lie  down 
on  the  bag,  the  melting  ice  would  flow  back 
toward  its  mouth,  and  thus,  contrary  to  my 
intention,  the  cold  would  come  in  contact 
with  the  upper  part  of  the  spine,  and  by  les- 

sening the  energy  of  the  collateral  ganglia  of 
the  sympathetic  would  facilitate  the  dilatation 
of  the  arteries  supplying  blood  to  the  brain, 
and  this  dilatation  would  increase  the  cerebral 
hyperaemia  supposed  to  be  already  present, 
together  with  the  headache  dependent  upon 
it.  Whereas,  if  by  means  of  the  upper  two 
cells  of  the  bag  the  ice  be  restricted  as  de- 

scribed along  the  lower  part  of  the  spine  the 
afflux  of  blood  to  the  lower  hall  of  the  body 
will  be  increased  by  vaso-raotor  agency,  blood 
will  therefore  be  derived  from  the  brain,  and 
the  headache  thus  relieved  by  removal  of  its 
proximate  cause,  will  quickly  cease. 
Pulmonary  disorders  of  any  kind,  when 

complicating  the  principal  malady,  necessitate 
the  exercise  of  especial  caution  in  prescribing 
the  use  of  the  spinal  ice-bag ;  in  all  cases 
thus  complicated  the  medical  attendant  should 
scrupulously  avoid  its  application  between 
the  scapula?.  In  the  treatment  of  these  cases 
I  use  a  bag  which  I  expressly  devised  for  the 
purpose  of  exerting  a  special  influence  on  the 
pelvic  organs,  and  which  I  call  the  "  lumbar 
ice-bag."  It  is  about  ten  inches  long  and consists  of  two  cells.  When  the  associated 
pulmonary  disorder  does  not  affect  the  lower 
lobes  of  the  lungs  both,  cells  of  this  bag  may 
generally  be  used  in  order  to  combat  the 
uterine  disease,  and  generally  with  an  indi- 

rectly but  greatly  beneficial  influence  on  the 
pulmonary  affection.  The  bottom  of  the 
lowest  cell  of  the  bag  should  be  on  a  level 
with  the  3d  or  4th  lumbar  vertebra — not  lower ; 
the  bag  will  thus  reach  upward  to  the  lower 
angles  of  the  scapulae.  If  however  bronchitis 
or  other  pulmonary  disorder  should  extend  to 
the  lower  lobes  of  the  lungs,  or  if  the  bag  ap- 

plied as  just  directed  should  add  to  the  already 
existing  discomfort  in  the  chest,  the  ice  should 
be  used  only  in  the  upper  cell  of  the  bag,  and 
that  cell  should  be  brought  down  so  that  the 
bottom  of  it  may  be  on  a  level  with  the  3d  or 
4th  lumbar  vertebra — the  bottom  cell  being 
doubled  behind  the  top  one,  or  hanging  empty 
below  it.  In  this  way  not  only  may  all  inj ury 
of  the  lungs  be  avoided,  but  a  remedial  influ- 

ence may  be  actually  exerted  upon  them  and 
often  to  a  surprising  degree,  chiefly  no  doubt 
through  the  agency  of  derivation,  partly  how- 

ever, I  believe  through  the  directly  sedative 
influence  of  the  ice  on  those  spinal  centers, 
from  which  trophic  nerves  convey  nutritive 
energy  to  the  pulmonary  structures. 

Pathology  of  Ataxic  Aphasia. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Lyman  says  on  this  subject  in  an 

article  in  the  Chicago  Medical  Examiner :  It 
may  suffice  to  state  that  in  most  of  the  cases 
attended  with  hemiplegia,  and  where  autop- 

sies have  been  made,  there  has  been  found 
more  or  less  extended  lesion  of  the  left  cere- 

bral hemisphere,  corresponding  to  the  right 
hemiplegia.  These  lesions  have  been  cere- 

bral softening,  clots  from  hemorrhage,  tumors 
and  mechanical  injury.  From  the  indications 
furnished  by  these  lesions,  attempts  have 
been  made  to  locate  the  faculty  of  language, 
and  they  have  been  carefully  studied  with 
this  view.  The  three  most  important  theories 
have  been  those  of  Bouillaud,  who  locates  the 
faculty  in  the  anterior  lobes  of  both  hemis- 

pheres ;  that  of  Dax,  who  locates  it  in  the  left 
hemisphere,  and  that  of  Broca,  who  limits  it 
to  the  posterior  part  of  the  third  frontal  con- 

volution of  the  left  side.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  this  last  view  has  much  in  its  favor,  and 
has  been  well  received  by  some.  But  for  one 
I  could  not  adopt  it,  even  if  there  were  no  de- 

cisive facts  to  be  abduced  against  it.  In  a 
double  organ  so  nearly  symmetrical  as  the 
brain,  whose  median  line  corresponds  with 
the  median  line  of  the  body,  it  is  so  contrary 
to  all  the  analogy  of  nature  that  corresponding 
parts  on  each  side  should  have  different 
functions,  that  I  could  not  receive  it  except 
on  the  most  convincing  evidence.  But  while 
most  of  the  facts  are  in  favor  of  the  localiza- 

tion in  the  left  hemisphere,  yet  there  are 
some  cases  which  militate  against  it,  and  still 
more  against  its  location  exclusively  in  the 
third  frontal  convolution  of  that  side.  Two 
cases  are  reported  by  Abercrombie,  where 
there  was  loss  of  speech  with  left  hemiplegia, 
in  one  of  which  there  was  cancer,  and  in  the 
other  tubercle  in  the  right  hemisphere.  And 
many  cases  are  reported  by  Andral  of  loss  of 
speech  without  injury  of  the  anterior  lobes. 
But  it  must  be  re  membered  in.  reading  these 
older  writers,  that  loss  of  speech  is  not 
synonymous  with  aphasia,  which  is  the  loss  of 
language  or  the  idea  of  speech.  Some  of  these 
cases  might  have  arisen  from  paralysis  or  loss 
of  co-ordinating  power.  The  subject  of  aphasia 
had  not  then  been  studied  as  carefully  as  it  has 
been  more  recently.  There  are,  however,  un- 

doubted cases  of  aphasia  which  go  to  disprove 
the  views  of  Broca.  In  the  case  of  the  patient 
Marcou,  which  we  have  before  referred  to, 
the  aphasia  was  undoubted,  and  yet  the  hemi- 

plegia was  on  the  left  side,  and  consequently 
the  lesion  was  on  the  rigir  side.  But  as  this 
case  did  not  terminate  fatally,  it  has  been  ar- 

gued that  there  may  have  been  a  legion  on 
the  right  side,  producing  the  hemiplegia,  and 
another  on  the  left  side ,  producing  the  aphasia. 
Trousseau,  in  reply,  admits  that  multiple 
lesions  are  not  very  uncommon,  but  thinks 
they  are  usually  found  in  severe  apoplectic 
cases,  and  in  cases  of  extensive  traumatic  in- 

jury. But  this  was  a  very  mild  case,  and  what 
is  more  to  the  point,  both  symptoms  were  de- 
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veloped  simultaneously.  There  is  another 
case  of  great  weight  on  this  question  in  the 
St.  George's  Hospital  reports,  as  given  in  the 
American  Journal  for  July,  1870,  in  which  the 
hemiplegia  was  on  the  left  side,  and  the  lesion 
was  the  entire  destruction  of  the  island  of  Reil 
on  the  right  side.  And  there  have  been  many 
cases  of  aphasia  where  Broca  himself  was 
present  at  the  autopsy.  There  is  a  case  re- 

ported by  Echeverria  in  the  Medical  Record 
for  March  1st,  1869,  and  in  the  American  Jour- 

nal for  April  of  the  same  year,  showing  that 
there  may  be  lesion  of  that  convolution  with- 

out aphasia.  It  has  been  thought  there  was 
no  such  case  on  record.  On  the  other  hand  it 
may  be  said  in  favor,  so  far  as  it  goes,  of 
Broca's  theory,  that  there  have  been  undoubt- 

ed cases  of  the  corresponding  convolution  on 
the  right  side  without  loss  of  speech.  In  fact, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  aphasia,  as  a  rule, 
results  from  lesion  of  the  left  side  of  the  brain, 
so  that  in  a  pense  the  faculty  of  language  is 
located  on  the  left  side.  But  in  what  sense  ? 
An  explanation  of  this  has  been  given,  which 
I  think  has  much  in  its  favor.  In  the  case 
just  related,  of  left  hemiplegia  with  aphasia, 
from  the  St.  George's  Hospital  reports,  the 
patient  was  at  the  same  time  ambidextrous, 
and  indeed,  rather  inclined  to  use  his  left 
hand.  And  as  we  use  both  hands,  but  one 
better  than  the  other,  so  the  faculty  of  lan- 

guage may  be  more  completely  educated  on 
one  side  than  on  the  other  ;  and  when,  after 
an  attack  of  aphasia,  the  patient  agaio  learns 
the  use  of  language,  as  this  patient  did,  we 
may  assume  that  he  educates  himself  to  use 
the  other  side  of  the  brain  for  language,  as  he 
does  for  the  use  of  his  remaining  hand,  after 
losing  the  one  most  commonly  used.  This 
aphasiac  patient  was  exceptionally  hemiplegic 
on  the  lett  side  ;  but  he  was  also,  exception- 

ally, left-handed.  This  view  is  strengthened 
by  the  theory,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  left  side 
of  the  brain  is  developed  earlier  than  the 
right. 

The  Effects  of  Various  Liquors  on  the  Kidneys 
and  Bladder. 

M.  Kratjs,  of  Vienna,  in  the  Mouvement 
Medicale,  treating  on  this  subject,  says  :  "Spark- 

ling wines  are  very  injurious,  but  not  in  re- 
spect of  their  carbonic  acid,  which  assists  very 

materially  in  the  elimination  of  phosphates. 
Champagne  not  only  increases  the  secretions, 
but,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  the  phos- 

phates ;  and  the  conduct  of  medical  men  who 
advise  its  use  in  calculous  cases  is  irrational 

and  unjustifiable.  M.  Kraus's  experience 
contradicts  absolutely  the  solvent  action  of 
carbonic  acid  on  concretions  already  formed. 
He  considers  that  old  beer  isan unobjectiona- 

ble drink,  but  that  lately  brewed  liquor  is  injuri- 
ous, because  the  fomenting  particles  penetrate 

the  mucous  membrane  and  give  rise  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree  of  chronic  catarrh. 
English  pale  ale  is  open  to  the  same  objection 

in  consequence  of  its  richness  in  alcohol  and 
the  great  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  which  it 
contains ;  but  porter,  if  of  good  quality  and 
age,  is  reported  by  M.  Kraus  to  be  unobjection- able. 

Thrombosis  of  the  Internal  Carotid, 
A  curious  case  was  communicated  to  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris  by  M.  Yer- 
neuil  on  behalf  of  M.  Richelot.  The  pa- 

tient had  received  some  apparently  slight  in- 
juries by  the  overturning  of  a  cart,  and  was 

ths  subject  of  violent  hyperesthesia  and  ex- 
citement, which  culminated  in  furious  deli- 

rium, and  eventually  in  coma,  and  all  the 
symptoms  of  death  by  hemiplegia. 

M.  Yerneuil  diagnosed  rupture  of  a  small 
cerebral  artery  with  compression,  but  the 
autopsy  proved  that  this  forecast  was  quite  in- correct. After  a  careful  search  a  thrombosis 
of  the  internal  carotid  was  found  filled  by  a 
coagulum  which  extended  through  all  the 
ramifications  of  the  middle  cerebral,  and  ac- 

companied by  extensive  sottening  of  the  left 
temporal  lobe  of  the  cereuium. 

The  Oral  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

This  subject  was  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Society  of  Arts  on  the  17th  ult.,  in  a 
lengthened  essay  by  Mr.  Dasent,  who  commu- 

nicated results  of  the  adoption  of  the  method 
advocated  by  him,  which  are  very  encourag- 

ing. In  on e~ statistical  epitome  of  the  subject he  said  that  on  an  average  there  are  700  deaf 
and  dumb  persons  in  every  million  of  the  in- habitants of  the  earth,  so  that  there  would  be 
200,000  of  these  unfortunates  in  Europe 
alone  ;  and  here  it  must  he  remembered  that 
observation  has  shown  that  in  mountainous 
countries— such  as  Switzerland  and  Savoy  — 
the  deaf  and  dumb  stand  in  much  greater  pro- 

portion to  the  rest  of  the  people.  In  the  can- 
ton of  Berne,  for  instance,  it  is  stated  that  in 

every  195  persons  there  is  one  deaf  and  dumb, 
which  would  raise  the  total  in  the  million  to 
5,128.  Roughly  speaking,  we  may  say  that 
there  are  probably  about  700,000  deaf  and 
dumb  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices, 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 M.  Littre  is  very  eminent  as  a  gram- 
marian, a  lexicographer,  and  a  positive  phi- 

losopher; but  few  know  how  extended  are  his 
acquirements  in  the  history  and  theory  of 
medicine.  He  studied  it  for  years,  and  pub- 

lished the  works  of  Hippocrates,  though  he 
neyer  practiced  nor  indeed  did  he  ever  obtain 
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a  diploma.  Quite  recently  he  has  issued  a 
small  volume  Medicine  et  les  Medecins,  in  which 
he  urges  the  importance  of  studying  pathology 
with  "positive  philosophical"  views,  after 
the  methods  of  Comte.  Whatever  M.  Lit- 
the  writes  is  worth  studying,  and  though  we 

have  very  little  respect  for  Comte's  philoso- 
phy as  such,  his  suggestions  as  to  method  have 

certainly  advanced  exact  science,  and  may 
pathology. 

BOOK  NOTCES. 

Earth  as  a  Topical  Application  in  Surgery. 

Being  a  full  Exposition  of  its  use  in  all  the  ca- 
ses requiring  Topical  Applications  admitted 

in  the  Men's  and  Women's  Surgical  Wards 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  during  a  pe- 

riod of  six  months  in  1869.  By  Addinell 

Hewson,  M.  D.,  etc.  With  four  photo-re 
lief  illustrations.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay 

&  Blakiston,  1872.  1  vol.,  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp. 
309.   Price,  $2. 

The  advice  of  Horace  is  that  a  poem  should 
be  kept  nine  years  before  publication — nonum 
prematur  in  annum ;  and  it  were  a  wise  action 
for  many  scientific  writers  to  do  asDr.HEWSON 
has  done  in  the  work  before  us— allow  three 
years  to  ripen  the  fruit  of  their  observations 
before  urging  them  on  public  attention. 
Were  the  rule  followed,  it  would  free  us  from 

"  mony  a  foolish  fancy,"  which  we  are  obliged 
to  heed  more  or  less.  That  after  such  waiting, 
Dr.  Hewson  publishes  the  records  of  his  first 
ninety-three  cases,  shows  at  once  that  the  two 
years  and  a  half  that  have  elapsed  since  he 
treated  the  last  one  have  confirmed  in  his 

views  the  merits  of  the  "  earth-treatment," 
and  rendered  it  deserving  of  extended  recog- 

nition and  application. 
As  we  said,  the  volume  contains  the  clinical 

record  of  ninety-three  cases,  not  u  assorted 
specimens,"  but  consecutively  as  they  present- 

ed themselves.  They  occupy  about  160  pages. 
The  remainder  of  the  work  is  taken  up  with 
comments  on  the  cases  and  a  discussion  of  the 
modus  operandi  of  earth  as  a  therapeutic  agent. 
The  cases  conclusively  show  that,  as  a  rule, 
the  contact  of  the  earth  is  cooling  and  pleas- 

ant to  the  wound,  reduces  the  pain,  deodor- 
izes, prevents  putrefaction  and  hastens  the 

healing  process.  These  results  are  the  high- 
est possible  testimonials  in  its  favor.  No 

surgeon  should  neglect  to  read  this  evidence, 
the  means  being  so  simple  and  obtainable. 
Tbe  latter  part  of  the  volume,  on  the  modus 
operandi,  seems  hastily  compiled,  and  might 
have  been  re-written  and  re-arranged  with 
manifest  advantage. 

The  four  photographs  are  by  the  Woodbury 
process,  and  are  an  interesting  exhibition  of 
its  completeness.  We  explained  this  process 
about  a  year  ago  in  this  journal,  and  are  glad 
to  see  American  publishers  adopting  it. 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical 

Society  for  the  year  1871.  Yolume  Y. 

"  Medicina  nusquame  non  est.  Saint  Paul, 
Minn.,  1871.  1  vol.,  8vo.,  paper.  Pp.197. 
Apart  from  the  minutes,  addresses,  and 

merely  local  matter,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
this  volume,  and  which  has  intetest  to  few 
outside  of  the  State,  there  are  quite  a  number 
of  articles  on  practical  medicine,  meriting  a 
perusal  by  all  practitioners.  Among  these 

we  may  designate  the  "  case  of  vesicovagi- 
nal fistula,  with  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  the 

methods  which  have  been  resorted  to  for  the 

cure  of  that  malady,"  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Bartlett, 
of  Milwaukee,  in  which,  however,  we  are  as- 

tonished to  find  no  reference  to  Dr.  Agnew's 
admirable  monograph  on  that  subject.  Dr. 
L.  G.  Armstrong,  of  Boscobel,  discusses  the 
causes  and  treatment  of  puerperal  convulsions, 
and  the  general  condition  of  the  puerperal 
woman.  Dr.  D.  C.  Davies,  of  Columbus,  de- 

fends vigorously  the  specialty  of  gynaecology ; 
Dr.  James  Johnson,  in  a  sketch  of  the  life 
and  labors  of  Dr.  Dickson,  of  London,  gives 
that  eccentric  author  more  credit  than  he  de- 

serves. Dr.  Johnson's  article  is  named  "The 
Unity  of  Disease,"  this  alleged  unity  being 
one  of  the  great  discoveries  in  which  Dr. 
Dickson  used  to  pride  himself.  In  fact,  he 
never  understood  what  this  unity  really  is  in 
its  scientific  aspect. 

Other  articles  are,  "  Case  of  Aneurism,"  by 
Dr.  L.  G.  Armsteong  ;  "  Subcutaneous  Nse- 
vus,"  by  Dr.  H.  Palmer  ;  a  case  of  Diseas- 

ed Bladder  and  Kidneys,  by  Dr.  Henry  T. 
Godfrey  ;  cases  in  Obstetrics,  by  Dr.  Ch. 
Linde  ;  Excision  of  Clavicle,  by  Dr.  Senn  ; 
Hysterico-Neuralgia  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Cory,  etc. 

— — On  Wednesday,  March  6th,  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  was  conferred  upon  fourteen  men 
and  two  women,  by  the  Iowa  State  University. 
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8,  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D. ,  D.  G.  BRINTON,  M.  D.,  Editors. 

ft?" Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
New3,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
ration,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

SSF"  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 

"We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 
try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fun<  ot  infor- 

mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 

for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  correspondents. 

THE   FIRST  MEDICAL  JOTJBNALIST. 

In  a  conversation  not  long  since  with  one 

of  the  best  read  physicians  of  this  country,  we 
were  astonished  at  the  recent  date  which  he 

assigned  to  medical  journalism,  asserting  it  to 
have  commenced  within  a  century.  This  led 
us  to  make  some  inquiries  as  to  what  was  the 

first  medical  journal  ever  published,  who 
founded  it,  and  what  was  its  fate.  The  results 

of  these  researches  we  now  lay  before  our 
readers,  believing  the  facts  we  iiave  collected 

worthy  of  preservation,  as  they  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  current  histories  of  medicine. 

Newspapers,  or  publications  which  may  be 
classed  under  that  name,  appear  to  have  been 

in  existence  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Elizabeth ; 
but  the  first  scientific  periodical  was  un- 

doubtedly the  Journal  des  Scavans,  commenced 
January,  1665.  Although  this  famous  weekly 
was  more  literary  and  critical  than  scientific, 
yet  it  embraced  new  and  singular  facts  in 

natural  science  and  medicine.  The  very  first 
number,  for  instance  (Jan.  5, 1665),  contains 
a  description  of  a  bicephalic  infant  born  near 
Salisbury,  England. 

The  success  of  the  Journal  des  Scavans, 
opening  as  it  did  a  new  and  brilliant  avenue 

to  writers,  and  a  facility  of  communication 
between  students  hitherto  unknown,  soon  led 

to  the  formation  of  many  similar  enterprises. 
The  most  were  of  a  purely  literary  stamp. 

Of  those  which  were  scientific,  the  Acta  Lip- 

siensa,  commenced  at  Leipzig,  1682,  and  pub- 
lished in  Latin,  is  the  best  known.  It  ap- 
peared in  serial  volumes,  and  was  a  medium 

chosen  by  many  medical  writers  to  announce 
their  discoveries  and  theories.  In  the  volume 

for  1686,  for  instance,  we  noted  two  gynaeco- 
logical essays  of  respectable  merit,  the  one 

by  Dr.  Walter  Charleton,  entitled  In- 
quisitio  Physica  de  Causis  Catameniorum  ex 

Uteri  Rheumatismo ,  the  other  by  Dr.  Na- 
thaniel Spry,  his  Tractatus  de  Fluxu  Men- 

struo,  both  in  the  vein  of  the  "  Hippocratic 

school." At  that  time  the  physicians  were  divided 

into  two  schools,  who  seem  to  have  regarded 
each  other  with  all  the  detestation  which 

characterizes  the  "  schools  "  of  the  present 

day.  The  one  was  the  "Hippocratics,,,  who 
swore  by  the  words  and  theories  of  Hippo- 

crates and  Galen,  and  appear  to  haye  been  a 

conservative,  pedantic  and  fussy  set ;  the  other 

was  the  "  Cneiniatrics,"  who  represented  the 

radicals,  the  "  party  of  progress,"  bold  inno- 
vators, who  discarded  the  ancient  theories, 

and  who  were  in  consequence  regarded  by 

their  opponents  as  "  irregulars."  Influenced 
by  such  representations,  Sprengel  and  most 
medical  historians  since  his  time  (few  of 
whom  seem  to  have  done  more  than  blindly 

follow  Sprengel's  opinions),  decry  them  as 
little  better  than  imposters  and  pretenders,  a 

reputation  they  do  not  deserve. 
This  brings  us  to  the  first  medical  periodi- 

cal. This  progressive  and  aggressive  school, 
as  the  wont  is  with  such  parties,  was  quick 

to  grasp  every  means  to  extend  its  views, 
and  increase  its  disciples.  The  example  of 
the  Journal  des  Scavans  was  not  lost  upon 
them.  Before  the  commencement  of  the 

Acta  Lipsiensia,  before  the  celebrated  Bayle 
had  founded  his  literary  periodical,  a  promi- 

nent leader  of  the  Chemiatric  school,  Dr. 
Nicolas  de  Blegny  had  begun  the  publica- 
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tion  of  the  first  medical  journal  ever  issued.  It 

was  a  monthly,  entitled  the  Zodiacus  Medico- 
Gallicus,  and  appeared  regularly  from  1680, 
when  it  was  started,  until  1684. 

We  regret  that  our  endeavors  to  find  a  copy 
of  this  most  venerable  monthly  have  been  in 
vain.  None,  so  far  as  we  know,  is  to  be  found 
in  this  country.  Nor  do  the  historians  we  have 
consulted  seem  to  have  seen  a  copy  of  it. 

They  speak  of  it  disparagingly,  when  it  is 
mentioned  at  all,  which  it  is  not  in  Hecker, 

Benouard,  nor  in  any  English  author.  Evi- 
dently the  authors  of  the  Biographie  Univer- 

selle,  where  we  have  found  the  fullest  account 
of  him,  were  prejudiced  both  against  Blegny 
and  his  works,  by  the  diatribes  of  his  foes  and 
his  untoward  fate. 

For  this  pioneer  of  medical  journalism  seems 

to  have  had  an  even  more  checquered  and  ca- 
lamitous career  that  his  successors  on  the  un- 

easy tripods  of  to-day.  With  a  preliminary 
absit  omen  we  shall  sketch  for  the  benefit  of 

this  later  generation  his  conflicts,  his  victo- 
ries and  his  disasters. 

Born  in  an  humble  station  in  life,  he  does 

not  seem  to  have  had  the  advantages  of  a 
learned  education ;  but  he  must  have  made 

up  for  the  deficiency  by  a  rare  energy,  for  as 

early  as  1678,  when  he  was  but  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  surgeon  to  the 
Queen ;  five  years  afterward  surgeon  in  ordi- 

nary to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  four  years 

later,  168/ ,  physician  to  the  king,  Louis  XIV., 
le  Grand  Monarque. 

During  these  years  he  was  busily  engaged 
in  writing  and  lecturing  on  various  medical 
topics.  A  work  on  venereal  diseases,  another 
on  Peruvian  bark,  one  on  health  of  a  popular 
character,  and  several  others  attest  the  facility 
of  his  pen.  They  are  said  not  to  indicate 

much  ability,  but  we  know  them  only  through 
the  criticisms  of  his  adversaries,  which  is  not 
a  safe  means  of  judging. 

In  connection  with  some  other  progressive 
spirits  of  the  Chemiatric  school,  be  formed  a 

medical  association,  and  it  was  the  reports 

and  discussions  of  this  body  which  formed  the 

staple  of  his  medical  journal.  It  was  publish- 
ed monthly  in  French,  and  was  translated 

into  Latin  and  re-published  at  Geneva,  by  Dr. 

Pierre  Bonnet,  eminent  not  less  as  a  musi- 
cian than  as  a  medical  man.  The  title  we 

have  given  above  is  that  of  Bonnet's  trans- 
lation, for  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover 

the  name  given  to  the  original  French  peri- 
odical. This  translation  is  a  strong  testimony 

to  the  value  of  the  publication. 
But  Blegny  soon  began  to  feel  the  thorns 

which  have  ever  lain  concealed  in  the  editorial 

garland,  and  which  we  can  testify  (expertus 

loquor)  have  not  yet  disappeared. 
The  daring  man  who  reviews  a  book  and  is 

conscientiously  obliged  to  pronounce  it  trash, 
even  if  he  never  laid  eyes  upon  the  author,  or 

even  if  it  be  published  under  an  assumed  name , 
has  madehimself  an  implacable  foe,  who  will,  if 

he  can,  call  down  the  thunders  of  Jove  on  that 

miserable  critic's  head.  So  it  is,  and  so  it  was. 

We  have  experienced  it,  and  so  did  our  fore- 
runner in  medical  literature,  poor  de  Blegny. 

His  animadversions  on  some  medical  books 

embittered  some  "  brother  professionals  "  to 
such  a  degree  that  they  secured  a  prohibition 

of  his  journal  in  1684.  But  he  was  not  de- 
feated. He  at  once  made  arrangements  with 

a  Dr.  Niort,  a  French  physician  practicing 
in  Amsterdam,  to  commence  its  publication 
there.  Kiort  determined  to  render  it  less 

medical  and  more  literary,  a  hazardous  com- 
bination. With  this  object  he  named  it  Le 

Mercure  Galant,  and  from  1684  onward  it  ob- 
tained a  fair  circulation,  dropping,  however, 

more  and  more  the  half-scientific  air  it  had  at 

first  assumed,  and  finally  becoming  a  literary 
review  merely. 

But  this  partial  victory  did  not  satisfy  de 
Blegny's  foes.  The  court  of  Louis  XIV. 

was  a  slippery  arena,  and  more  than  one  of 

its  brilliant  lights  suddenly  disappeared  from 
its  scenes  of  gaiety  to  pass  the  remainder  of 

his  days  in  a  dungeon.  This  came  near 

being  the  fate  of  de  Blegny. 
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In  1693,  from  physician  to  the  king,  he  was 

transformed  into  the  occupant  of  a  cell  in  the 

castle  of  Antwerpt.  His  enemies  say,  it  was 
because  he  was  detected  in  various  rogueries 

(escroqueries) ;  his  friends  may  attribute  it  to 
the  jealousy  and  animosity  which  his  success 
and  his  criticisms  undoubtedly  evoked  in  the 
hearts  of  numerous  rivals.  A  lettre  de  cachet 

was  not  difficult  to  obtain  in  those  days,  and 

imprisonment  was  not  prefaced  by  a  trial  and 
an  opportunity  of  defense. 
For  seven  years  he  was  immured  by  the 

banks  of  u  the  melancholy  Scheldt,"  when  he 
was  liberated,  doubtless  a  sadder  and  cer- 

tainly a  wiser  man.  For  shunning  the  dan- 
gerous ground  of  courts  and  the  unstable  favor 

of  princes,  he  retired  to  the  quiet  shades  of 
the  ancient  city  of  Avignon,  and  there  spent 

the  remaining  score  of  years  which  Provi- 
dence allotted  him.  He  died  in  1722  at  the 

age  of  seventy. 
Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  earliest  medical 

journalist  mentioned  by  history.  Defamed 

by  his  contemporaries  and  neglected  by  poste- 
rity, we  have  thought  it  worthwhile  to  rescue 

his  name  from  oblivion.  He  was  the  leader 

of  a  band  who  have  sown  much  and  garnered 
little  ;  and  feeling  how  thankless  and  difficult 

was  the  task  he  set  himself,  and  how  inevita- 
bly the  truthful  reviewer  incurs  the  dislike  of 

many  whose  friendship  he  could  gain  by  a  lie, 
we  have,  in  sympathy  and  in  the  belief  that 
he  was  a  wronged  man,  recalled  the  incidents 
of  his  life. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Correction. 

In  Dr.  Wehner's  prescription,  on  page  151 
of  this  volume  of  the  Reporter,  the  %  sign 
was  placed  instead  of  the  5,  as  it  should  read. 

Sir  Henry  Holland,  M.  D., 
whose  Recollections,  lately  published,  is  an  en- 

tertaining record  of  a  half  century  of  pro- 
fessional life,  says  that  very  early  in  his 

practice  he  determined  that  he  must  never 

allow  his  work  so  to  engross  him  as  that  he 
should  not  be  able  to  give  two  months  of  each 

year  to  travel;  and  having  made  this  resolu- 
tion in  the  interest  of  health,  long  life,  and 

the  happy  exercise  of  all  the  powers  of  his 
mind,  some  of  which  demanded  regular  travel 
into  strange  lands,  he  made  the  further  reso- 

lution, in  the  interest  of  social  enjoyment, 
that,  during  the  ten  months  still  remaining  to 
him  of  his  year,  his  earnings  should  never 
amount  to  more  than  a  certain  sum,  and  the 
whole  of  his  time  should  never  be  mortgaged 
to  his  patients. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

A  Case  of  Suspected  Poisoning  from  Poison  Oak 
Eds.  Med.  &  Surg.  Reporter: 

I  was  called  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Bos- 
well,  of  Mecklenberg  county,  to  see  Mr. 
Jas.  Jefferies.  Found  patient  delirious,  but 
not  very  much  excited ;  pulse,  120  and  con- 

siderable force ;  upper  part  of  face  very  mue'i swollen,  also  eye-lids  and  tongue,  not  so  much 
from  inflammation  as  from  oedema.  The 
lower  lids  were  so  oedematous  as  to  cause 
eversion.  Air  passages  all  seemed  to  be  very 
much  impeded  and  breathing  somewhat  diffi- 

cult; extremities  cool;  external  surface  of 
swollen  parts  not  having  any  inflammatory 
appearance.  I  received  the  following  report 
from  Dr.  Boswell  :  He  was  called  to  see  pa- 

tient on  Friday,  Feb.  2.  He  had  not  been 
feeling  well  for  several  days.  The  chief  cause 
of  complaint  was  severe  pain  of  a  neuralgic 
character  over  one  eye.  Was  ordered  inhala- 

tion of  vapor  from 
R.      Yinegar,  ^ij. 

Opium,  gr.j.  M. 
A  blanket  being  thrown  over  the  head, 

a  vapor  was  caused  by  pouring  a  small 
quantity  of  mixture  on  a  hot  brick  under  the 
blanket.  The  patient  complained  of  nostrils 
being  closed  up,  but,  by  continuing  vapor 
the  tissues  relaxed  so  as  to  inhale  the  vapor 
very  well.  This  seemed  to  relieve  the  pain. 
At  this  visit  the  patient  vomited  a  consider- 

able quantity  of  bile,  almost  pure.  He  was 
given  a  comp.  cath.  pill. 
Saw  patient  again  on  Saturday,  Feb.  3. 

Pills  not  having  acted,  ordered  castor  oil, 
which  was  followed  by  free  discharges,  com- 

posed largely  of  bile — complained  of  some 
pain,  but  over  both  eyes,  and  some  stiffness 
of  the  jaws,  with  slight  swelling  of  the  glands 
and  considerable  headache  and  thirst,  but  no 
fever;  pulse  keeping  about  76.  Toward  eve- 

ning, some  swelling  of  upper  portion  of  face. 
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Sunday,  February  4.  Patient  feeling  pretty 
comfortable  ;  swelling  about  eyes  and  upper 
portions  of  face  increased ;  took  breakfast 
with  the  family ;  appetite  natural,  but  not  very 
keen. 

About  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Dr.  B.  took  several 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  temples,  which 
seemed  to  relieve  the  headache.  He  was  not 
confined  to  bed,  but  was  dressed  and  about 
most  of  the  time.  Dr.  B.  remained  with  pa- 

tient during  the  day  and  night.  Patient  rest- 
ed very  well  during  first  part  of  night,  except 

would  rouse  up  occasionally  and  ask  for  water, 
and  when  supplied  would  go  to  sleep. 

About  one  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Monday  morning, 
Feb.  5,  the  swelling  began  to  increase  very 
rapidly,  and  patient  waked  up  delirious.  The 
patient  now  growing  rapidly  worse,  a  mes- 

senger was  dispatched  for  me,  to  meet  Dr.  B. 
in  consultation. 

In  the  meantime  his  head  was  shaved  and 
blistered,  under  the  impression  that  it  might 
be  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  ;  but  the  doctor 
could  not  account  for  the  swelling  of  features, 
tongue,  fauces,  etc.,  causing  great  difficulty  in 
respiration. 

Thus  I  found  the  patient  upon  my  arrival. 
In  consultation,  Dr.  B.  mentioned  that  sev- 

eral years  ago  he  had  several  cases  of  a  simi- 
lar character  occurring  in  some  negro  children 

who  had  made  a  fire  of  poison  oak,  and  were 
supposed  to  have  inhaled  the  fumes  and  were 
thus  poisoned  ;  one  of  these  died  before  the 
cause  was  made  known ;  the  others  recovered 
under  the  use  of  potass,  bromide. 
Upon  inquiry  it  was  found  that  Mr.  J.  had 

been,  on  the  previous  Monday,  engaged  in 
superintending  the  burning  a  plant  patch  for 
sowing  tobacco  seed,  and  that  there  was  a 
great  quantity  of  poison  oak  in  the  wood 
burned  and  the  fires  were  just  fresh  wooded  up 
when  Mr.  J.  appeared,  and  the  day  being  cold, 
he  was  very  much  exposed  to  their  smoke 
and  fumes.  This  seemed  to  be  then  some 
light  on  the  subject.  We  gave  some  chlo- 

ral-hydrate I  had  with  me,  and  sent  imme- 
diately to  my  office  for  potass.,  iodidii,  not  hav- 

ing the  bromide  potass,  as  used  in  cases  men- 
tioned. This  we  administered  the  diffusible 

stimuli  and  quinia,  and  kept  up  frictions  to 
the  extremities  until  warmth  returned,  and 
this  was  retained  by  application  of  warm 
cloths. 

But  all  our  efforts  were  vain;  the  patient 
continued  to  sink,  breathing  became  more 
labored  by  the  oedematous  condition  of  air 
passages,  and  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  a  pro- 

fuse perspiration  appeared,  which  soon  be- 
came clammy;  extremities  became  shrunken 

and  in  appearance  like  a  washerwoman's 
hands,  and  patient  finally  passed  into  a  coma- 

tose state  and  expired,  exhausted,  about  three 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Are  we  right  in  saying  that  death  was  caused 
by  inhalation  of  poisonous  vapor  from  poison 
oak  ?  Or  was  the  time  of  death  too  remote 
from  the  supposed  cause  of  death?   One  of 

the  hands  who  were  helping  felt  some  nausea 
on  the  Wednesday  following  the  burning,  but 
was  relieved  by  some  domestic  remedy.  Mr. 
J .  did  not  feel  much  indisposed  until  Thurs- 

day afternoon ;  previous  to  that  time  he  had 
been  attending  his  ordinary  avocation. 

The  peculiar  irritant,  whatever  its  nature, 
did  not  seem  to  have  any  effect,  or  at  least 
cause  any  sign  of  inflammation  on  the  epi- 

dermis. Its  action  seemed  to  be  entirely  on 
the  mucous  and  serous  surfaces,  with  which 
the  vapor  could  come  in  contact.  Pulse  con- 

tinued about  76,  until  delirium  set  in. 
Mr.  J.  had  but  recently  moved  to  this  sec- 

tion from  Barnesville,  Ohio. 
R.  J.  Clarke,  M.  D. 

Wylliesburg,  Va.,  Feb.  29,  1872. 

A  Suggestion  in  Amputations  at  the  Knee. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

I  remember  to  have  seen,  not  long  since,  a 
notice  of  a  discussion  in  Germany  on  the  mer- 

its of  a  new  mode  for  amputation  of  the  thigh 
at  the  knee,  in  which  the  femur  is  sawn 
through  the  condyles,  or  at  the  epiphysis,  and 
the  patella  retained  in  the  flap,  that  it  may 
unite  with  and  upon  the  sawn  end  of  the 
bone.  The  analogy  of  the  following  case  in 
the  final  result  leads  me  to  believe  it  will  not 
be  without  interest  to  the  profession  : 

I  was  called,  July,  1870,  to  Patrick  New- 
some,  set.  48  years ;  found  him  suffering  from 
an  extensive  ulceration,  involving  the  greater 
part  of  the  leg.  I  was  told  that  he  had  suf- 

fered for  a  period  of  eight  years,  having,  in 
the  meantime,  tried  the  best  skill  that  he 
could  secure,  without  permanent  benefit,  and 
when  I  was  called  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  limb  amputated.  From  a  strongly 
expressed  desire  on  his  part  I  consented  to 
amputate  below  the  knee  joint,  though  this 
would  iorce  me  to  cut  through  the  tibial  tuber- 

osities, making,  what  I  thought  at  the  time, 
a  very  imperfect  operation,  from  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  covering  for  the  bone. 

After  the  operation  the  case  seemed  to  do 
very  well,  healing  slowly,  however,  for  some 
four  or  five  weeks,  when  the  tuberosities 
began  to  give  way  by  exfoliation,  which  con- 

tinued until  they  were  entirely  removed. 
This  was  not  fully  accomplished  until  about 
one  year  after  the  operation.  Mr.  N.  at  this 
time  has  the  most  perfect  stump  I  have  ever 
seen  ;  the  patella  seems  to  have  become  fixed 
on  the  end  of  the  femur,  while  the  cicatrice  is 
formed  directly  behind  with  an  abundance  of 
soui  d  tissue.  V.  H.  Harrison,  M.  D. 

Clarkton,  Mo.,  February  12,  1872. 

Was  it  teucocythemia  ? 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

By  allowing  a  short  criticism  on  Dr.  Way's 
paper,  as  read  before  the  "  Meigs  and  Mason 
Academy  of  Medicine,"  and  published  in  the 
Reporter,  February  10, 1872,  it  may  cause 
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physicians  to  be  more  careful  in  arriving  at 
conclusions,  as  to  diagnosis,  pathology,  etc. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  doctor's  report  that 
three  other  physicians  examined  the  case,  one 
of  which  ventured  to  diagnose  "  worms,"  and 
an  anthelmintic  was  ordered,  which,  accord- 

ing to  his  own  account,  brought  two  feet  of 
square  prostration  in  place  of  relief  to  his 
patient.  Finally  the  doctor  comes  to  the  con- 

clusion (after  the  death  of  his  patient),  that  it 
was  a  case  of  leucocythemia. 

But  to  be  brief  and  come  to  the  point  at  once: 
What  were  the  symptoms  in  this  case  on  which 
to  base  a  diagnosis  ?  They  were  principally 
headache,  episaxis,  with  extreme  nervous  irri- 

tability, soon  followed  with  all  the  character- 
istic symptoms  of  Grave's  disease,  or  exoph- 

thalmic goiter,  such  as  protrusion  of  the  eye- 
balls, inordinate  action  of  the  heart,  enlarge- 
ment of  the  thyroid  gland,  extreme  anemia, 

etc.  A  moment's  reflection  I  think  will  be 
sufficient  to  convince  any  one  of  the  cause  of 
Jane  D.'s  death,  and  I  hope  the  doctor  will 
not  consider  me  captious  for  writing  this  short 
article,  for  a  sense  of  duty,  as  well  as  love  for 
the  profession,  are  the  only  motives  I  have  in 
calling  attention  to  it.  Respectfully, 

W.  H.  Bryant,  M.  D. 
Savannah,  Mo.,  March,  1872. 

An  Extempore  Vaginal  Douche. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

X  beg  to  give  some  instructions  how  to  make 
an  extemporized  vaginal  douche  : 

Take  a  common  water  cooler,  a  gutta  percha 
tube  some  half  inch  in  caliber  and  seven  feet 
long.  Firmly  secure  one  end  of  this  tube 
over  the  mouth  of  the  cock.  At  the  other  end 
insert  the  cylinder  of  a  female  glass  syringe 
Now  the  vaginal  douche  is  complete. 

A  stop-cock  inserted  in  a  wooden  or  tin 
bucket  makes  just  as  good  a  fountain  as  the 
water  cooler. 
When  used  the  fountain  must  be  elevated 

according  to  the  force  required.  Three  or 
four  feet  is  usually  sufficient.  It  matters  but 
little  how  high  it  is,  for  with  the  stop-cock  you 
can  also  regulate  the  force  of  the  douche. 

A  tub  for  the  woman  to  sit  in  completes  the 
necessities. 

A  cold  douche  given  with  this  instrument, 
where  gallons  can  be  thrown  into  the  vagina 
in  one  continuous  and  uniform  flow,  will  be 
found  useful  in  the  following  diseases  :  Uter- 

ine hemorrhage,  acute  and  chronic;  ulcera- 
tion of  the  uterus,  in  all  its  parts  ;  prolapsus 

uteri ;  leucorrhea ;  particularly,  acute  gonor- rhea. 
A  warm  douche  is  useful  in  dysmenorrhea, 

amenorrhea,  and  fetid  discharges  from  the 
vagina  after  child  birth. 

Samuel  Woolston,  M.  D. 
Vincenttown,  Pa.,  March  9, 1872. 

Case  of  Amputation  of  the  Leg. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg. Reporter  : 

Ping  Chong,  set.  30  years  ;  laborer  on  Cen- 

tral Pacific  RR.  construction ;  fell  from  the 
gravel  train,  and  was  run  over  by  several  cars 
of  the  train,  producing  compound,  comminut- 

ed fracture  of  the  left  tibia  and  fibula,  about 
the  junction  of  middle  and  lower  third  ;  also 
comminuted  fracture  of  right  tibia  and  fibula 
near  the  same  point.  The  accident  occurred 
December  25th,  after  which  the  patient  was 
left  in  a  small  tent  to  be  relieved  by  death. 
January  1st  he  seemed  to  his  comrades  to  be 
as  well  as  at  any  time  since  the  injury ;  hence 
they  were  persuaded  to  have  a  doctor  see  him. 
On  examination,  beside  the  previous  described 
condition,  the  patient  had  weak  and  slow 
pulse,  about  50  ;  general  prostration,  and  a 
positive  disinclination  to  be  relieved.  The 
Chinese  almost  invariably  refuse  to  have  any 
amputation  performed,  on  account  of  the  su- 

perstitious idea  that  if  minus  a  limb  they  will 
be  refused  admission  to  the  happy  hunting 
ground.  Hence  this  man's  refusal.  He  finally 
agreed  to  have  the  left  limb  removed,  which 
was  done  as  close  to  the  injury  as  possible, 
and  splintered  the  right— assisted  by  Dr.  O. 
D.  Cass.  His  recovery  on  boiled  rice  and  tea 
diet  was  rapid  and  entirely  satisfactory.  In 
six  weeks  he  was  ready  to  start  for  China, 
able  to  stand  firmly  on  his  right  leg.  I  was 
surprised  to  see  so  complete  a  recovery  of  the 
right  leg  without  any  interference. Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  Graham,  M.  D. 
Corinne,  Utah,  Feb.  22, 1872. 

FOREIGN. 

Letter  from  Vienna. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

The  importance  of  any  suggestions  capable 
of  assisting  physicians  and  surgeons  in  giving 
relief  to  suffering  humanity,  prompts  me  to 
call  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  an  idea, 
which  to  medical  men  here  seems  to  promise 

good  results. 
Dr.  P.  A.  O'Connoll,  of  Boston,  Mass., 

formerly  Medical  Director  of  the  9th  Army 
Corps,  now  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of 
study  and  observation,  is  endeavoring  to  have 
tested  more  fully  in  the  hospitals,  a  method 
for  the  relief  of  persons  suffering  from  reten- 

tion of  urine  in  consequence  of  impermeable 
stricture  of  the  urethra. 

In  several  cases  of  the  kind  in  which  cathe- 
ters could  not  be  passed— opiates  and  baths  hav- 
ing also  failed— the  doctor's  method  succeeded 

admirably;  and  he  now  desires  to  ascertain 
by  a  larger  number  of  experiments  whether 
the  method  is  of  general  application,  or 
whether  it  is  only  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
means  that  may  be  employed. 

The  instruments  used  are  very  simple,  con- 
sisting of  a  common  silver  catheter  with  a 

small  hole  drilled  in  the  farther*  extremity, 
and  an  India-rubber  pouch  or  bulb  connected 
with  the  other  and  by  means  of  a  short  rub- 
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ber  tube.  A  piece  of  a  firm  flexible  catheter 
will  also  answer  the  purpose. 

The  operation  has  likewise  the  advantage 
of  being  very  simple,  without  the  possibility 
of  injuring  the  patient.  It  consists  in  pass- 

ing tne  catheter  down  to  the  stricture,  after 
the  atmosphere  has  been  expelled  from  the 
pouch  by  slight  pressure  upon  its  sides. 
The  pouch  is  then  allowed  to  expand  gradu- 

ally, at  the  same  time  the  patient  is  instructed 
to  make  an  easy  effort  at  voiding  urine.  A 
common  syringe  might  be  used  instead  of  the 
India-rubber  bulb  were  it  not  that  more  is 
expected  from  the  continued  and  steady  suc- 

tion produced  by  the  self-expanding  pouch. 
The  announcement  of  the  discovery  of 

syphilitic  blood  in  Prof. Stricker's  laboratory 
by  Dr.  Losdorfer  has  created  a  sensation  in 
medical  circles  in  this  city.  Several  promi- 

nent men  have  already  taken  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion, which,  of  course,  encourages  the 

young  doctor  to  pursue  his  investigations. 
But  a  difficulty  has  arisen  in  the  further  an- 

nouncement that  the  same  phenomena  are 
observed  in  the  blood  of  psoriasis  and  scarla- 

tina patients.  Another  experimenter,  who 
declares  that  he  never  had  syphilis,  and  is 
now  in  per  feet  health,  finds  the  same  in  his 
own  blood.  These  phenomena,  as  they  ap- 

pear to  my  eye  through  an  immersion  lens  of 
nigh  magu  fymg  power,  consist  of  small  gran- 

ules floating  among  the  red  and  white  blood 
corpuscles. 

1  may  add  that  Vienna  furnishes  superior 
advantages  to  those  who  desire  to  study  path- 

ology and  skin  diseases.  Other  branches  may 
be  studied  equally  well  in  the  United  States, 
and  perhaps  better.  The  shameless  exhi- 

bition of  patients,  especially  females,  bymedi- 
icai  men,  has  given  to  Vienna  an  unenviable 
reputation,  females  are  also  employed  as 
nurses  in  all  the  wards,  even  surgical  and 
syphilitic.  The  dexterity  with  which  they 
wash  and  dress  the  genitals  of  the  oppo- 

site sex  is,  at  first  sight,  both  shocking  and 
amusing,  R.  L.  Sibbet,  M.  D., 
Member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  censors  of  the 
Marrisburg  District. 
Vienna,  Feb.  20,  lb72. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

University  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  Annual  Alumni  Meeting  was  held  at 

the  University  on  Monday,  11th  inst.,  at  4 
P.  M. 
The  report  of  the  executive  committee 

was  listened  to  with  great  interest,  especially 
that  portion  relating  to  the  new  University 
Hospital,  for  which  $150,000  has  already  been 
raised.  The  committee  have  been  most  inde- 

fatigable in  their  efforts,  and  will  still  continue 
to  pubh  forward  this  work,  which  is  so  essen- 

tial to  the  medical  prosperity  of  the  University, 
as  well  as  to  the  suffering  humanity  of  this city. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  every  alumnus 
and  friend  of  the  University  throughout  the 
Union  will  feel  it  incumbent  upon  himself  to 
use  his  utmost  influence  to  add  to  this  fund. 
The  trustees  have  already  set  apart  an  excel- 

lent plot  of  ground  for  its  location. 
Resolutions  of  thanks  were  unanimously 

adopted,  expressive  of  the  obligations  due  to 
the  members  of  the  profession/ citizens,  trus- 

tees and  press,  who  have  so  kindly  and  nobly 
aided  in  their  work. 

An  award  of  $50  each,  for  prize  theses,  was 
made  to  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Bogers,  of  Georgia, 
"  Hemorrhagic  Malarial  Fever,"  and  to  Dr. 
Thorn.  Hunter,  of  Pennsylvania,  tl  On  Cor- 

respondence of  the  Convolutions  of  the  Brain , 
with  Markings  on  Interior  of  Cranium." The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  : 

President— George  B.  "Wood,  M.  D. Vice  Presidents— Drs.  Jos.  Carson,  Geo.  W. 
N  orris,  Sam'l  H.  Dickson,  Wilmer  Worthing- 
ton. 

Corresponding  Secretary— Jerome  Longe- 
necker,  M.  D. 

Recording  Secretary— H.  Y.  Evans,  M.  D. 
Treasurer— R.  E.  Rogers,  M.  D. 
Executive  Committee— Drs.  Hiram  Corson, 

Richard  M.  Cooper,  Ed.  Hartshorne,  Lewis 
D,  Harlow,  Wm.  Hunty  And.  Nebinger,  John 
H.  Packard,  H.  L.  Hodge,  James  Tyson,  Wm. 
Pepper,  D.  Murray  Cheston,  H.  B.  Hare,  W. 
F.  Xorris,  T.  J.  Tarron,  J.  B.  Howard  Git- 
tings,  W.  Furness  Jenks,  C.  B.  Nancrede,  C. 
H.  Marklein,  Louis  Stare,  L.  B.  Hoff. 
Orator— Prof.  Alfred  Stille,  M.  D. 
In  the  evening  the  second  annual  banquet 

was  held  in  the  ball  of  the  academical  de- 
partment, and  was  well  attended,  the  mem- 

bers of  the  graduating  class  being  present  as 
guests.  The  speeches  all  indicated  an  unani- 

mous desire  to  assist  in  pushing  forward  this 
hospital  work. 

The  commencement  was  held  on  Tuesday 
at  the  Academy  of  Music  at  12  M.,  with  the 
usual  ceremonies.  A  sound  and  able  address 
was  delivered  by  Prof.  D.  Hayes  Agnew, 
M.  D.  The  prizes  were  awarded  to  the  two 
gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
alumni  meeting. 

The  party  to  the  graduates  was  given  by 
Prof.  Leidy,  at  8  P.  M.,  thus  closing  the  work of  the  winter  session. 

Clinics  and  lectures  will  be  resunaed  on  the 
1st  of  April,  and  will  continue  until  July. 

University  of  Pennsylvania— Spring  Course. 
The  introductory  t  o  the  seventh  annual 

course  of  lectures  of  the  Auxiliary  Faculty  of 
Medicine  will  be  delivered  at  the  Uuiversifcy 
by  Dr.  Harbison  Allen,  on  Monday,  March 
25th  inst.,  at  1  o'clock.  Subject  of  the  lec- 

ture— Analysis  of  the  Animal  Form  in  Art. 
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Students  should  not  neglect  to  attend  .the 

spring  and  summer  courses.  The  lecturers  are 
young,  energetic  and  able  men,  who  bring  to 
the  task  of  instruction  minds  trained  in  the 
best  foreign  and  American  schools  of  science. 
Frequently  they  prove  even  more  skillful  in- structors than  their  more  reverend  and  active 
eniors. 

Dentistry. 

Steinway  Hall  was  comfortably  filled  on 
Monday  evening,  March  4th,  by  a  fashionable 
and  appreciative  audience,  the  occasion  being 
the  sixth  annual  commencement  of  the  New 
York  College  of  Dentistry. 
The  annual  report  as  read  by  the.  Dean, 

Professor  Frank  Abbott,  contained  some  in- 
teresting statistics.  The  number  of  students 

attending  college  during  the  year  was  33; 
.graduates,  10 ;  number  of  patients  treated  in 
infirmary,  5,138 ;  number  of  operations  per- 

formed, 5,890 ;  number  of  artificial  teeth  in- 
serted, 1,543;  number  of  clinics,  70;  number 

of  operations  in  oral  surgery,  15.  The  pro- fessor in  the  course  of  his  remarks  referred  to 
the  rapid  strides  made  in  the  past  few  years 
in  the  science  of  dentistry,  of  its  importance 
as  an  active  agent  in  promoting  the  happiness 
of  man ;  of  the  dignity  of  its  calling,  no  longer 
to  be  considered  a  mechanical  art  mersly,  but 
a  specialty  in  the  great  art  of  healing ;  his 
remarks  were  received  by  the  audience  as 
undoubtedly  they  would  be  by  all  in  favor  of 
the  masticating  process. 

The  conferring  of  degrees  to  the  graduates 
then  took  place,  after  which  was  the  presen- 

tation of  the  faculty  prise.  The  fortunate  re- 
cipient of  this  really  valuable  testimonial  was 

Wilbur  F.  Kelsy,  of  Connecticut,  who  bore 
his  honors  with  becoming  modesty  and  such 
natural  grace  as  to  elicit  warm  plaudits  from 
the  ladies  present. 
The  closing  address  was  delivered  by  the 

Hon.  John  H.  Anthon.  True  to  the  inveter- 
ate instincts  of  the  lawyer,  the  gentleman  un- 

dertook to  prove  that  owing  to  the  great  ad- 
vance in  the  science — what  was  once  rightly 

regarded  as  a  painful  process,  viz.,  haviDg  a 
tooth  extracted,  might  now  be  considered  a 
luxury ;  for  his  own  part,  he  would  feel  equal 
pleasure  in  having  a  molar  drawn  as  taking  a 
bath.  The  illustration  was  not  a  happy  one, 
the  audience  being  obviously  in  doubt  whether 
the  gentleman's  indifference  in  the  matter 
might  not  have  been  caused  by  antipathy  to 
cold  water.  The  remark,  however,  caused 
some  meriment,  and  answered  a  good  purpose. 

The  proceedings  were  brought  to  an  appro- 
priate close  by  the  benediction  by  Chancellor 

Ferris,  after  which  the  large  audience  dis- 
persed. 

The  evening's  exercises,  in  themselves  in- 
teresting, borrowed  additional  interest  from 

the  presence  of  the  famous  band  of  the  Ninth 
regiment,  which  discoursed  most  excellent 
music. 

Commencements. 
BELLEVTJE  HOSPITAL  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF 

NEW  YORK. 
The  tenth  annual  commencent  of  this  insti- 

tution was  held  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  on 
Thursday  evening,  the  29th  of  February. 
The  building  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  ca- 

pacity with  the  friends  and  admirers  of  the 
students  of  Bellevue  Medical  College.  The 
scene  was  really  a  brilliant  one,  and  reminded 
one  of  the  time  when  Italian  opera  was  at  the 
height  of  its  glory. 
The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer 

by  the  Rev.  Alfred  B.  Beach,  D.D.,  chap- 
lain of  the  college,  after  which  Prof.  Isaac 

E.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  conferred  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  on  the  following  gentle- 
men: 

Benjamin  L.  Lothrop,  of  New  York,  Vale- 
dictorian for  1872.  John  Q.  Adams,  New 

Hampshire;  Enrique  V.  Agramonte,  Cuba; 
Anibel  de  Aguero.  Cuba;  Charles  C.  Allen, 
Illinois  ;  Richard  W.  Allen,  New  York ;  Ra- 

mon Amabile,  New  York;  Frank  D.  Bain, 
Ohio ;  Luis  A.  Barault,  Cuba ;  Geo.  F.  Bates, 
New  York ;  John  R.  Beamon,  Virginia ;  Ben- 

nett E.Bean,  Kentucky;  Wm.  W.  Bickett, 
Ohio;  Horace  G-.  Bid  well,  New  Jersey ;  John 
E.  Blaine,  Pennsylvania;  Joseph  H.  Bogart, 
New  York;  Almor  S.  Bonsteel,  New  York; 
Le  Roy  J.  Brooks,  Thos.  H.  Burchard,  Frank 

H.  Butler,  "William  Carr,  New  York ;  Ewan Cameron,  Prince  Edwards  Island;  Martin 
Cavana,  New  York;  Cass  R.  Carlin,  Ohio; 
James  H.  Clark,  California ;  Wm.  T.  Cockes, 
California ;  Charles  E.  Cole,  New  York ; 
Jesse  W.  Connell,  Kentucky;  George  W. 
Cooke,  New  York;  James  P.  Cope,  Indiana; 
Benjamin  L.  Crawford,  Virginia;  Jose  M. 
Delgado,  New  York ;  Hezekiah  Doster, 
Indiana;  James  A.  Duncan,  Ohio;  Milo 
M.  Dunton,  New  York;  Wallace  E.  Dut- 
ton,  Minnesota;  Jesse  R.  Duval,  Texas; 
Isaac  Edwards,  Nebraska;  George  Egbert, 
Indiana;  Thomas  A.  Elder,  Willis  J.  Estep, 
Pennsylvania;  Paul Faver, Georgia;  Molton 
H.  Forrest,  New  York ;  George  W.  Frost, 
Iowa;  Amos  B.  Fuller,  Ohio;  Wm.  T.  Ful- 
lerton,  Nova  Scotia  ;  Walter  F.  Fundenberg, 
Maryland ;  Elisha  George,  New  York ;  Charles 
H.  Getzdendanner,  Maryland ;  John  J.  Gleary, 
New  York;  David  W.  Graham,  Illinois; 
Charles  H,  Greenough,  New  York;  Cyrus 
Haven,  New  York;  Wm.  S.  Haymond,  In- 

diana; Stephen  O.  Hendrick,  Connecticut; 
Hugh  O.  Hendry,  New  Jersey  :  Ezra  B.  Hies- 
tand,  Ohio;  Lemuel  W.  Hooper,  East 
Tennessee ;  Lucien  Howe,  Kentucky. 
James  H.  Hunt,  New  York ;  Wm.  High,  In- 

diana; Wm.  A.  Johnston,  Alabama ;  George 
W.Johnston,  Virginia;  James  S.  Johnston, 
Ontario;  David  iDglis.,  Michigan,  John  C. 
Irish,  Maine  ;  Emil  Knecht,  New  York ;  John 
Kinead,  Kentucky ;  Jacob  Klingeman,  Penn- 

sylvania ;  Alfred  C.  Kinney,  Oregon  ;  Louis 
A.  LaGonde,  Louisiana.;  LeonidasH.  Laidley, 
Pennsylvania ;  Charles  H.  Laird,  New  Jer- 
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sey,  Edmund  D.  Laughlin,  Indiana ;  Samuel 
T.  Lindsay,  Missouri ;  Thomas  M.  Livingston, 
Missouri ;  Robert  McKelvie,  Prince  Edwards 
Island ;  George  J.  Mack,  Iowa ;  James  H. 
Mackintosh,  New  Jersey ;  Thomas  McCarthy, 
New  Brunswick;  Wm.  J.  McCurdy,  Ontario  ; 
Wm.H.  McGee,New  Jersey  ;  Allen  R.  Mc- 
McLean,  Nova  Scotia;  Adolfo  Maragliano, 
Cuba;  Ryan  G.  Mendenhall,  Indiana;  Trust- 
rum  H.  Merrill,  New  Brunswick ;  Isaac  Metz- 
ger,  New  York  ;  Seth  Jones  Montague,  North 
Carolina ;  Thomas  H.  Mitchell,  Ontario ; 
Aaron  J.  Mixsell,  New  York  ;  James  J.  Nee- 
ley,  Tennessee  ;  Jacob  S.  Nichols,  Missouri ; 
William  H.  Park,  Texas  ;  James  Perry,  Syl- 

vester G.  Pomeroy,  New  York;  Joseph  R. 
Pope,  North  Carolina  ;  David  R.  Porter,  Mis- 

souri; Francisco  B.  de  Quinones,  West 
Indies;  Benjamin  P.  Uran,  Illinois,  Abram 
C.  Renninger,  Pennsylvania;  William  S. 
Reynolds,  South  Carolina ;  Benjamin  P. 
Rogers,  Pennsylvania;  John  H.  Ryan,  Jr  , 
New  Brunswick ;  William  G.  Salmon,  Texas ; 
George  M.  Schweig,  New  York ;  William  C. 
Shaw,  Pennsylvania;  Douglas  A.  Shiley. 
New  York;  Joseph  A.  Sladen,  District- of 
Columbia;  Royal  Slocum,  Jr.,  New  York; 
Curtis  C.  Strong,  Oregon;  John  A.  Sutcliffe, 
Indiana;  Wm.  O.  Tennant,  Ontario;  Patrick 
Henry  Thomas, New  York ;  Sidney  S.  Thomas, 
Ontario;  Robert  H.  Thornton,  Kentucky; 
Charles  H.  Turner,  Henry  Van  Hoevenburg, 
Carl  Emil  Waechter,  New  York ;  William  S. 
Watkins,  Tennessee;  Harwood  Wakeman, 
New  York;  Henry  S.  Welch,  California; 
Rodman  E.  Welch,  Vermont;  Levi  White, 
Nathaniel  K.  Whittemore,  Eugene  S.  Yates, 
Massachusetts;  Thomas  George  Williams, 
Wisconsin  ;  Wm.  E.  Williams,  Connecticut ; 
Joel  S.  Willis,  Texas ;  Dallas  M.  Woods ,  Ohio. 
On  account  of  the  sudden  illness  of  the 

valedictorian,  Benj.  L.  Lothrop,  A.M.,M. 
D.  ,  the  valedictory  address  was  read  by  Mr. 
William  Carr,  of  the  graduating  class. 

Professor  A.  B  Crosby,  M.  D.,  delivered  a 
brilliant  and  instructive  address  to  the  gradu- 

ates, reminding  them  that  the  cultivation  of 
refined  and  gentlemanly  courtesy  of  manner 
was  highly  indispensable  in  their  intercourse 
with  the  patients  they  may  be  called  in  to  at- 

tend ;  as  also  toward  each  other. 
At  the  close  of  the  address  the  orchestra 

struck  up  the  "  Castilian  Galop,"  and  the  ex- ercises were  closed. 
— 

COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  sixty-fifth  Annual  Commencement  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  took 

place  on 'Wednesday  evening,  February  28, 1872,  at  Steinway  Hall. 
The  proceedings  were  opened  by  prayer, 

Rev.  M.  S.  Hutton,  D.  D.,  officiating.  The 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  was  conferred 
on  the  following  gentlemen  : 

Samuel  Swift,  Ph.  B.,  "Valedictorian ;  Daniel S.  Adams,  New  Hampshire  ;  Samuel  B.  Bangs, 
New  York ;  Geo.  W.  Bartow,  New  Jersey ; 
Guy  C.  Bay  ley ,  New  York ;  James  W.  Belvin , 
Virginia ;  Edward  S.  Blaochard,  Nova  Sco- 

tia ;  Peter  A.  E.  Boetzkes,  New  York ;  Thos. 
N.  Bradfield,  New  Jersey ;  Wm.  G.  Buding- 
ton,  New  York;  Wm.  T.  Bull,  A.B.,  New 
York  ;  Wm  Busse,  New  York ;  Norman  Call, 
Maine;  HeDry  Caminers,  A.  B.,  Cuba;  Pan- 
taleon  Candidus,  New  York;  Thomas  A. 
Carson,  New  York;  Henry  S.  Carter,  A.  B., 
Ohio,  Harvey  H.  Chase,  Indiana;  Dennis 
Church,  Jr.,  New  York ;  Frank  C.  Clark,  A. 
B.,  Fred'k  H.  Conger,  Wisconsin;  Richard 
B.  Contant,  New  York ;  Charles  L.  Dey,  New 
Jersey;  Gabriel  A.  Diaz,  Cuba;  Charles  R. 
Doane,Coert  DuBois,  A.  M.,  New  York ;  Wm. 
W  Dinden,  Mississippi ;  Bernard  Ellis,  New 
York ;  John  E.  Ensill,  New  York ;  Mathiaa 
Figueira,  Portugal,  Martin  J.  Fleming,  A.  M., 
N.Y. ;  Geo.  C.  Gage,  Alabama;  Jas.  A.Glad- 

stone, New  York;  William  Guden,  New 
York;  Geo.  W.  Hall,  A.  B.,  Maine  ;  Henry  P. 
Harvey,  Mississippi ;  Jacob  J.  Healy,  New 
Hampshire;  Joseph  Heine,  Jr.,  New  York; 
Joseph  J,  Henna.  Porto  Rico;  Edward  K. 
Henschell,  New  York;  Charles  Hitchcock, 
Ph.  B.,  Rhode  Island  ;  Wyatt  Hollingsworth, 
Alabama ;  Allen  C.  Hutton,  New  York ;  Sam- 

uel B.  Jones,  Massachusetts ;  Wm.  R.  Kin- 
mouth,  New  York;  John  D.  Kline,  Missis- 

sippi ;  Louis  G.  Knox,  New  York ;  Henry  A. 

Kornemann,  New  York ;  John  Martin,  A~.  M., New  York ;  Martin  S.  Mathency,  Tennessee ; 
Alfred  W.  Maynard,  New  York  ;  William  P. 
Meagher,  Nova  Scotia ;  John  A.  Montgomery, 
New  York  ;  William  0.  Moore,  New  York ; 
Joseph  V.  Mott,  New  York;  David  H. 
Mount,  A.  M.,  New  Jersey;  Dennis  D.  Mul- 
cahy,  New  York ;  Thomas  Naughton,  A.  B., 
New  York ;  Alfred  E.  Regensburger,  New 
York;  Joel  H.  Rieger,  North  Carolina; 
Charles  D.  V.  Romondt,  New  Jersey ;  John 
H.  Seaburg,  New  York;  Willington  B. 
Searles,  New  York;  George  L.  Sinclair, 
Nova  Scotia ;  Andrew  B.  Somers,  Vermont ; 
M.  Frederick  Squire,  New  Jersey  ;  Samuel  B. 
Stillwell,  New  York  ;  Samuel  Swift,  Ph.  B., 
New  York ;  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  A.  B., 
New  York;  John  R.  Thompson,  New  York ; 
Cornelius  G.  Trow,  A.  B.,  Massachusetts; 
Charles  B.  Uhler,  Connecticut;  John  A. 
Webb,  New  York ;  Henry  B.  Webster,  Nova 
Scotia;  Nicholas  Williamson,  A.  M.,  New 
York ;  Robert  B.  Wilson,  New  York  ;  Enoch 
D.  Woodbridge,  A.  B.,  Vermont ;  Carl  H.  A 
Weidner. 

The  names  of  the  successful  competitors  for 
the  prizes  awarded  to  those  who  had  written 
the  best  theses  were  then  announced  by  Pro- 

fessor Dalton.  He  said  that  although  there 
were  but  few  prizes  this  year  nearly  every 
one  of  the  theses  written  deserved  honorable 
mention,  both  for  their  literary  and  scientific 
merit. 

Prize  for  best  thesis— William  T.  Bull,  A. 
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B.  ,  New  York.  Second  prize  to  Peter  A.  E. 
Boetzkes. 
The  following  received  honorable  mention  : 
Edward  K.  Henschell,  New  York ;  George 

C.  Sage,  Alabama  ;  John  H.  Seabury,  T.  Nay- 
lor  Bradford  and  Cornelius  S.  Crowe.  The 
"Otis"  prize — a  case  of  surgical  instruments — 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Chapin,  of  New 
York.  The  prize  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
a  check  for  S40C,  was  given  to  French  P. 
Poster,  M.  D.,  of  the  class  of  '62. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  delivered 
an  eloquent  extempore  address.  He  said  that 
the  mass  of  the  people  had,  of  late  years,  be- 

come more  and  more  enlightened,  and  in  a 
great  many  senses  every  man  was  his  own 
doctor  and  his  own  lawyer,  and  the  profes- 

sion must  keep  up  with  the  times,  as  his  own 
ministerial  one  had  found  itself  compelled  to 
do.  They  must  teach  mental  and  moral  phil- 

osophy, and  the  doctrine  of  hygiene.  Fresh 
air  and  the  glorious  orb  of  day  had  come  to 
be  know  as  the  great  elements  of  health. 
He  wound  up  by  paying  the  profession  a 

high  compliment  on  their  services  during  the 
late  war,  when,  leaving  home  and  comfort, 
and  scorning  death  and  danger,  the  disciples 
of  Esculapius,  were  always  "  in  the  front" 
succoring  the  sick  and  wounded. 
During  the  exercises  Grafulla's  Seventh 

regiment  band  played  several  fine  selections. 

JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Annual  Commencement  of  this  institu- 
tion took  place  on  Saturday  at  the  Academy 

of  Music.  The  attendance  of  friends  of  the 
College  was  large.  The  proceedings  were  in- 

terspersed with  music  by  the  Germania  or- 
chestra. Prayer  was  offered  up  by  the  Rev. 

John  Chambers,  and  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  was  conferred  on  the  following  gen- 

tlemen by  the  Hon.  J.  R.  Burden,  M.  D. : 
From  Pennsylvania— T.  D.  M.  Allison,  E. 

B.  G.  Badger,  D.  N.  Bertolette,  Peter  Beutel, 
A.  S.  Bonbrake,  M.  L.  Bott,  James  A.  Brush, 
M.  D.,  M.  J.  Buck,  Lewis  Bush,  W.  C.  Byers, 
C.  H.  Closson,  David  Crise,  J.  T.  Criswell,  N. 
A.  Eshleman,  J.  F.  Feick,  H.  M.  Fisher,  John 
F.  Fisher,  James  A.  Fitzpatrick,  C.  L.  Frey, 
John  B.  Glenn,  B.F.  Greene,  Jacob  M.  Gross, 
G.  H.  Hilliard,  Wm.  Lebo,  A.  J.  Louder, 
Franklin.  Matthews,  W.  A.  McClure,  I.  J. 
Meals,  James  W.  Mehard,  J.  H.  Miles,  A.  B. 
Mitchell,  Spencer  Morris,  M.  D.,  F.  G.  Mor- 

row, E.  A.  Mundorff,  George  B.  Orlady,  Wm. 
C.  Parry,  O.  F.  Person,  S.  H.  Pettigrew,  C.  F. 
Pflueger,  0.  P.  Piper,  Wm.  Porter,  W.  J. 
R'ggs,  John  A.  Rynard,  George  W.  Sample, 
F.  A.  Sharp,  T.  H.  Sharpnack,  Charles  A. 
Seigfried,  E.  R.  Stone,  Thomas  A.  Taylor,  F. 
L.  Trowbridge,  A.  S.  Uberroth,  S.  J.  Weaver, 
Geo.  G.  Wood-54. 

Ohio  —Harrison  Armstrong,  H.  Driesbach, 
Jas.  Fraunfelter,  P.  S.  Greenamyerj  L.  W. 
Greenwald,  A.  G.  Sellerds,  M.  D.,  G.  S.  Haly —7. 

Kentucky— E.  M.  Duncan,  Jos.  C.  Hearne, 
J.  W.  Ishmael,  J  K.  McCreary,  Will  N.  Nel- 

son, F.  W.  Tierman,  J.  R.  Wasgener— 7. 
West  Virginia — J.W.Baker,  Enos  Amos, 

E.  S.  Buffington,  Charles  S.  Green,  J.  M. 
White— 5. 
New  Jersey— H.  H.  Pemberton,  C.  H. 

Shivers,  Edwin  Tomilnson,  E.  S.  Wynn,  C.  C. 
Yanderbeck— 5. 

South  Carolina— James  H.  Harrison,  W.  B. 
Harrison,  H.  M.  Perry,  Jno.  M.  Thompson--4. 

Tennessee — John  B.  Cummings,  James  H. 
Lenow,  S.  W.  Sanford— 3. 
Texas— D.  A.  Paschall,  S.  G.  Cloud, Thomas 

H.  Williams— 3. 
New  York— F.  T.  Cochran,  Edward  Rush- 

more,  W.  M.  Walker — 3. 
Delaware— H.  G.  M.  Kollock,  B.  F.  Fol- 

son— 2. 
Illinois— E wing  Dale,  P.  W.  Farrar— 2. 
Massachusetts — Charles  A.  Bemis,  C.  M. 

Sawyer— 2. Virginia— M.  F.  Richards,  Harry  M.  Dodd 

—2. 

Georgia— A.  G.  Graham,  G.  T.  Walton— 2. 
Maryland— Jos.  M.  Emmerfc,S.W.  Handy— 2. 
Rhode  Island— John  H.  Abbot— 1. 
Arkansas— John  R.  Dale— 1. 
Alabama— T.  L.  Fountain— 1. 
Indiana—  S.  W.  Thompson,  M.  D.— 1. 
Iowa— George  G.  Topping— 1. 
Maine — Charles  W.  Johnson — 1. 
Vermont— J.  N.  Norcross— 1. 
Colorado— J.  H.  Reid,  A.  M.— 1. 
Nova  Scotia— John  McK.  Graham— 1. 
Scotland— Donald  McCallum— 1. 
Prof.  Joseph  Pancoast,  M.  D.,  delivered  the 

valedictory  address. 
The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  con- 

ferred upon  the  Rev.  Henry  Spackman  and 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Eccleston,  and  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws  upon  Hon.  James  T.  Mitchell 
and  Hon.  Thomas  K.  Finletter,  by  the  Board 
of  Trustees. 

A  Monument  to  Horace  Wells. 
We  are  to  notice  that  the  city  government 

of  Hartford,  Conn.,  has  authorized  a  com- 
mittee to  contract  with  T.  H.  Bartlett,  the 

sculptor,  for  a  statue  of  the  late  Dr.  Horace 
Wells,  of  that  city,  the  discoverer  of  anaes- 

thesia, to  be  erected  in  the  park. 
This  is  a  well-deserved  honor,  for  there  is 

nothing  plainer,  or  more  capable  of  demon- 
stration, than  that  Horace  Weils  was  the 

first  person  who  employed  an  anaesthetic  in 
surgical  operations. 

A  Bad  Spell ! 

A  St.  Louis  paper  gives  the  following  differ- 
ent ways  in  which  the  word  "  vaccinate"  was 

spelled  by  as  many  parents  in  that  city,  in  re- 
cent notes  to  school  teachers,  and  there  were 

sixty  schools  still  to  here  from:  "Vacenate, 
vexinated,  vexenated,  vaxnate,  waxnaded, 
vaccennate,  waxnated,  waxnite,  vascennate, 
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vexnate,  vacillated,  faxeneted,  vaxenated, 
vaxenaded,  vaxnaden,  waxenaded,  vaccena- 
ted,  vaxcineateing,  vaxcineating,  waxnated, 
waxineinghen,  waxenated,  wascinnated,  was- 
cinatia,  ve^nated,  wacsionated,  wakenated, 
vaxcinated,  waxneighen." 

Did  no  one  spell  the  word  correctly  ? 

 We  desire  to  call  our  reader's  attention 
to  "  Toner's  Medical  Register  and  Directory 
of  the  United  States."  Comprising  the  names 
and  post-office  address  of  the  physicians  of  the 
United  States,  the  names  and  locations  of 
medical  colleges,  hospitals,  asylums,  institu- 

tions, associations,  etc.,  in  the  different  States 
and  territories.  By  Joseph  M.  Toner,  M.  D. 
S.  W.  Butler  M.  D.:  Philadelphia,  1872. 
The  want  of  a  comprehensive  and  reliable 

Medical  Register  and  Directory  of  the  United 
States  has  been  long  and  seriously  felt  by  the 
profession.  Such  a  work,  similar  in  scope  to 
the  Medical  Register  issued  annually  in  Great 
Britain,  we  are  persuaded,  will  do  more 
toward  encouraging  medical  organization,  and 
to  unite  and  elevate  the  regular  profession  of 
our  country,  than  any  measure  hitherto  in- 

augurated. Dr.  Butler  is  now  making  an 
earnest  effort,  and,  with  the  co-pperation  of 
our  medical  brethren  throughout  the  country, 
will  shortly  present  to  the  profession  a  Regis- 

ter and  Directory  worthy  of  their  confidence 
and  support.  It  is  desirable  that  the  Register 
shall  contain  the  name  of  every  physician  in 
the  United  States.  For  this  purpose  a  circu- 

lar is  sent  to  over  fifty  thousand  physicians, 
preparatory  to  publishing  Dr.  Toner's  Medical 
Register  and  Directory  of  the  United  States. 
That  it  may  be  as  complete  as  possible,  appli- 

cation is  made  directly  to  each  physician,  so 
as  to  avoid  errors,  and  for  confirmation  or 
correction  of  data  already  collected,  and  to 
obtain  additional  information  of  interest  to 
the  profession.  It  contains  the  following  in- 

quiries : 
Give  name  in  full,  with  post-office  address. 
Are  you  a  graduate  in  the  arts  or  sciences  ? 

(Insert  the  name  of  college,  and  year  of  gradu- 
ation.) Honorary  degrees  in  either  confer- 

red?   Name  college. 
Are  you  a  graduate  in  medicine  ?  If  not, 

have  you  attended  medical  lectures  ?  How 
many  full  courses?  (Insert  name  of  college 
or  colleges,  with  date  of  graduation.) 

Do  you  belong  to  any  medical  society  or 
organization?  (Insert  name  and  locality  of 
such.) 
Name  official  position  held.  (Insert  place 

of  honor  or  trust  held  or  elected  to,  with 
office  or  position  now  held  in  societies,  hos- 

pitals, dispensaries,  colleges,  board  of  health, 
etc.  Also,  membership  in  scientific  societies 
at  home  or  abroad.) 
Have  you  served  in  the  Army  or  Navy  ? 

(Insert  duration  of  services  and  field  of  labor, 
with  rank.) 

Insert  titles  and  dates  of  any  medical  works 
or  papers  you  have  puplished. 

Are  you  a  general  practitioner,  or  do  you 
devote  yourself  to  one  or  more  specialties? 
State  which,  or  name  of  specialty. 

State  under  what  class  of  practitioners  you 
rank  yourself— as  regular,  homeopathic,  hydro- 

pathic, eclectic,  Thomsonian,  etc.  Name 
which. 

Give  the  names  of  as  many  physicians  ad- 
dressed through  your  post-office  as  you  can. 

Also  the  names  of  medical  societies  and 
organizations  in  your  vicinity,  with  their 
officers.  Also,  the  name  of  the  coroner  of 
your  city  or  county. 

Do  you  wish  to  subscribe  for  a  copy  of  the 
Register  ? 
Price— till  May,  1872,  $5  ;  after  that,  $6. 
Medical  men  of  respectability  and  standing 

in  the  profession,  especially,  should  be  par- 
ticular to  respond  to  the  circular,  that  they 

may  have  their  proper  status  in  the  Register 
and  Directory. 

Physicians  whose  names  are  not  found  in 
this  volume,  or  who  may  change  their  resi- 

dence, as  well  as  those  whose  names  or  ad- 
dress may  be  incorrectly  printed,  will  consult 

their  own  interest  as  well  as  confer  a  favor 
by  sending  their  names  and  address,  with  the 
corrections  desired,  to  S.  W.  Butler,  M.  I)., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  so  that  they  may  appe-  r 
properly  in  the  next  volume.  This  request  is 
also  extended  to  all  medical  institutions,  asso- 

ciations and  organizations  in  the  United 
States,  so  that  future  issues  may  be  as  nearly 
accurate  and  complete  as  possible. 

Treatment  of  Hydrophobia. 

A  correspondent  cuts  from  an  Ohio  paper  a 
description  of  a  case  of  hydrophobia  said  to 
be  successfully  treated.  About  one  grain  of 
the  sulphate  of  morphine  was  injected  under 
the  skin  once  in  four  hours,  and  half  a  drachm 
of  the  powdered  castor  mixed  with  syrup, 
given  internally. 

The  effect  was  to  produce  sleep  in  about 
half  an  hour,  which  lasted  about  an  hour  and 
a  half,  when  the  convulsions  returned  at  in- 
teivals  of  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half  for 
twelve  hours,  when  the  last  convulsion 
occurred,  after  which  he  suffered  severely  from 
obstinate  vomiting  for  twenty-four  hours, 
when  that  also  ceased,  leaving  the  patient  com- 

paratively easy,  but  very  much  prostrated. 
After  that  time  he  gradually  improved,  and 
now  is,  to  all  appearances,  quite  well.  In  ad- 

dition to  the  above  treatment,  small  quanti- 
ties of  chloroform  were  inhaled  at  times,  and 

the  patient  was  wrapped  in  a  woolen  blanket 
wrung  out  of  a  warm  solution  of  muriate  of 
ammonia,  eighteen  to  twenty  grains  to  the 
ounce,  after  the  convulsions  had  ceased.  Es- 

pecial stress  was  laid  on  the  castor  as  an  anti- 
spasmodic, but  we  question  whether  it  acted 

with  much  efficiency. 
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Woman's  Medical  College— Annual  Commence- 

ment* 
The  Twentieth  Annual  Commencement  of 

the  Woman's  Medical  College  took  place  yes- 
terday at  Musical  Fund  Hall.  There  was  a 

large  attendance  of  the  friends  of  the  college. 
The  Germania  Orchestra  performed  a  num- 

ber of  popular  pieces  of  music  during  the  ex- ercises. 
After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Richard  New- 

ton, D.  D.,  the  degree  of  Doctor  01  Medicine 
was  conferred  upon  the  following  ladies  by 
Mr.  T.  Morris  Perot,  President  of  the  insti- 
tution. 
Frcm  Pennsylvania.— Elizabeth  M.  Ber- 

tolet,  Melissa  A.  Bradley,  Jane  Kimmell  Gar 
ver,  Deborah  K.  Longshore,  Esther  L.  W. 
Xippes. 
New  York. — Amelia  A.  Christie,  Sarah  M. 

Eddy,  S.  Augusta  Wood. 
Ohio. — Eliza  E.  Judson,  Helen  L.  Betts. 
Maine.— Eliza  M.  Babb. 
Massachusetts.— Sarah  B.  Monro. 
New  Hampshire. — Frances  E.  White. 
The  valedictory  address  to  the  graduates 

was  delivered  by  Henry  Hartshorne,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Hygiene  and  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren. 

Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy. 
The  fifty-first  Annual  Commencement  of  the 

Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  toott  place 
last  evening,  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  audience.  After  appro- 

priate music  by  the  orchestra,  the  degree  of 
Graduate  in  Pharmacy  was  conferred  on  the 
graduates  by  Dillwyn  Pareish,  President 
of  the  College. 

Enforced  Vaccination. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Ohio  has  passed 
the  following  important  act : 
A  BILL  to  provide  for  vaccination  in  the 

public  schools  of  thi--  State,  and  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  small-pox  therein. 
Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  As- 

sembly of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  the  several 
boards  of  education  in  this  State  shall  have 
authority  to  make  and  enforce  such  rules  and 
regulations  to  secure  the  vaccination  of,  and 
to.  prevent  the  spread  of  small-pox  among  the 
pupils  atterdmg  or  eligible  to  attend  their  re- 

spective schools  as,  iu  their  opinion,  the 
safe«y  and  interest  of  the  public  may  require. 
It  shall  b  >  the  duty  of  the  board  of  Health, 
town  council,  or  trustees  of  township,  of  every 
city,  town,  or  township,  on  application  of  the 
board  of  education  of  said  city,  town,  or  town- 

ship, to  provide  without  delay,  at  the  public 
expense,  the  means  of  vaccination  to  such 
pupils  as  shall  not  be  provided  therewith  by 
theii  respective  parents  or  guardians. 

Sec  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president 
of  every  such  board  to  call  a  meeting  thereol, 

for  the  purpose  contemplated  in  this  act,  on 
the  request  of  any  member  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  its 

passage. 

 A  physician  in  North  Yarmouth,  Me 
during  the  fifty  years  of  his  practice,  has  a 
propria  ted  the  proceeds  of  his  profession 
services  on  Sundays  to  benevolent  purpose 

QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 

Dr.  John  Kerr,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  retiring  from  the  pro- 
fession,  desires  to  sell  his  medical  library,  consisting  of 

standard  works  on  the  different  branches  of  medicine,  all 
in  good  order,  or  to  exchange  the  books  for  others  of  a 
general  character.  Among  his  books  is  nearly  a  complete 
file  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  the  vol- 

umes bound  in  superior  style  up  to  1865.  Address  him  as 
above.  757-lt* 

"  Colleague,"  Rochester,  N.  F.,  will  please  send  his  name 
andaddressto  Dr.  Willard,  123  South  16th  st.,Philadelphia. 

MARRIED. 

Babnes— Leinberger.— March  5th,  at  the  residence 
of  the  bride's  parents,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Newell,  Dr.  R.  H. Barnes  and  Ohrissia  A.,  daughter  of  Charles  LeiDberger, 
Esq.,  all  ot  Mercer  county,  Pa. 
Brown— Barton.— In  Croydon,  Vermont,  by  Rev.  C. 

E.  Hall,  Dr.  Henry  W.  Brown  and  Miss  Carrie  N.,  daugh- ter of  Moses  Barton,  Esq. 
Carpenter— Brown — In  Cr^wn  Point  Center,  N.  Y., 

February  71h,  by  the  Right  Keverend  W.  H.  A.  Bissel',  D. 
I>,  "Walter  Carpenter,  M.  D.,  Professor  in  the  Medical Department  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  Miss  Ada- line  T.,  daugMerof  George  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Crown  Point. 

Fui.'ler — Keyfs. — In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  February  7th,  at the  residence  of  Edward  Coitlandt,  by  Rpv.  Edward  C. 
Fuller,  S.  Edward  Fuller,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Miss 
Jeannie  M.  only  daughter  of  Alvah  Keyes,  Esq.,  of  Hart- 
land,  Vt. 
Kjxbourne — Kir. bourne. — Tn  Keokuk,  Iowa,  January 

17th,  at  Saint  John's  Episcopal  Church,  Dr.  Edwin  A. 
Kilbourne,  of  Elgin,  111.,  and  Miss  Lou  Kilbonrne,  daugh- 

ter of  Hon.  Edward  Kilbourne,  of  Ky. 

DIED. 
Bontecon — January  15,  at  Troy,  New  York,  Anna 

Louise,  elaest  daughter  of  Dr.  R.  B.  and  Susan  Bontecon 
aged  2 » years. Brower— At  Lawrenceburg,  Indiana,  March  8th,  1872, 
after  many  years  of  suffering,  Samuel  Sawyer  Brower, 
aged  27  years,  youngest  son  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  H.  Brower. 
Cole— On  the  15th  inst.,  at  Burlington,  N.  J.,  Eliza- 

bet  i  G.,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  N.  W.  and  Rebecca 
Cole. Eckaed — February  29th,  in  Mayesville,  S.  C,  Mrs.  Dr. 
J.  R.Eckard,  of  Kaston,  Pa. 
HEWir--fn  New  York,  March  15th,  Henry  Stuart, 

youngest  child  of  Dr.  H.  S.  and  Catharine  S.  Hewit. Knox— At  McKeesrort,  Pa.,  Jan.  24th,  Mis.  Elizabeth, 
the  beloved  wife  of  Wni.  Knox,  M.  D.,  and  daughter  of 
Thorn?  s  Kiddoo,  in  the  39th  year  of  her  *ge. 
KNAPR--On  Thursday,  March  14th,  Adolfine,  wife  of Dr.  Herman  Knapp 
Dr  Knapp's  many  friends  wil'  sympathize  with  him  in this  deep  affliction.  We  understand  that  Mrs.  Knapp 

lost  her  life  by  being  thrown  from  her  carriage  while  rid- 
ing with  her  husband,  the  horses  taking  fright  at  a  pass- ing train  of  cars,  and  the  driver  timidly  foTraking  his 

post. 

Osgood— Tn  New  York,  on  the  10  inst.,  of  disease  of 
the  heart,  Walter  B.  Osgood,  son  of  Dr.  J.  W.  D.  Osgood, of  Greenfield  Mass. 
Skiler— February  11.  of  heart  disease.  Christian  Seiler, 

M.  D.,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his 
age. Storer— At  Worcester,  Mass.,  Feb.  27,  Emily  E.,  wife of  Dr.  Horatio  R.  Storer,  of  Boston,  aged  38  years  and  3 months. 
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JSTO  W  READY 

CONSUMPTION! 

Its  Pathology  and  Treatment, 
BY 

WILLIAM  MINOR  LOGAN,  M.  D„ 

OF 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

12mo.,  90  pasces — on  toned  paper,  neatly  bound.  Price, $1.00.   Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 
To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol. 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which— that  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  "exhausting  the  edition  In 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries  for 
it  from  all  parts; of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 

LONG  ISLAND  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y.— TERM  1872. FACULTY: 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Corydon  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Edw.  S.  Dunster,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 

Children. 
Geo.  W.  Plympton,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- cology. 

Alex.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  of  Women,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics. 

Jarvis  S.  Wight,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Medica  and  Thera- 

peutics. Alpheus  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Henry  S.  Cheever,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Micro- 

scopic Anatomy. 
Geo.  K.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
J.  S.  Prout,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
Arthur  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the Ear. 

The  next  Annual  Session  will  commence  MARCH  5, 1872, 
and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  Reading  Term  will  com- mence OCTOBER  4, 1871,  and  continue  five  months. 
Fees  for  the  full  course,  $100;  Matriculation,  $5 ;  Gradua- 

tion, $25.  Clinical  instruction  is  given  daily.  Ample  provision 
for  Dissection.   For  Circulars,  apply  to 

~  S.  WI 

760-811] JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

NOW  BEADY. 

Cancer:  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W,  BRIGHT,  M.  D„ 
OF  LEXINGTON,  KY, 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 
Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 

and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 
views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  ligh  t 

of  the  most  recent  researches,  and  ad  is  his  own  views  and 
observations,  together  with  his  practical  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  Price,  $2.00,  sent  by  mail,  postage 
paid.  S.  W.  BUTLER, 115  South  Seventh  St., 'Philadelphia. 
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Physicians  can  rely  upon  our  Manufacture  with  Confidence. 

Pbice  Lists,  with  full  Kecipes,  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal  Druggists 

throughout  the  United  States. 
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FRESH  AND  RELIABLE  VACCINE  VIRUS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND;   SENT  BY  MALL  AT 
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Harrisburg  Accomo'tion,     "         "  2:30  P.  M. 
Lancaster  and  York  Ace,  "         "  "         4  10  p.m. 
Pa  kfSburg  Train,  "         "  "         5:33  P.  M. Cincinnati  Express,  daily  ,   6:^0  P.  M. 
Buffalo  and  Magara  Express,  daily   6:30  p.m. 
Erie  Mail,  daily   6:30  p.m. 
Southern  Express,  daily   9:00  p.  m. 
Through  Passenger,  daily,  except  on  Sunday....  10:50  p.  M. 
Pacific  Express,  daily   11:40  p 
Paoli  Sunday  Trains   8:40  a.  m  aud   6  40 

«  incinnati  Expiess  only  to  Barrisburg  on  Saturdays 
Erie  Mail,  Saturday  night,  runs  only  to  Williamsport 
For  through  passenger  train  tickets  must  be  procured 

and  baggage  delivered  at  No.  116  Market  Street,  by  5  p, 
NEW  YORK  DIVISION. 

Express  for  New  York,  7:10,  8:30  and  11:00  a.  m.,  and 
3:00,  5:30  and  6:45  P.  M  ,  and  12  night. 
Emigrant  Train  for  New  York,  11:30  p.  m. 
New  York  Sunday  Trains,  8:30  A.  m.,  6:45  p.  m 

KENSINGTON  DEPOT. 
Holmesburg and Bustleton, 6:45  a.m.,  12:33, 5:15, and  
Way  Trams  for  Trenton  10:00  a.  m.  and 
Way  Train  for  Bristol  

FOR  BELV1DERE  DELAWARE  RAILROAD. 
Express  for  Trenton,  Lamb'ville,  Easton,  etc.,   7:00  A.  M. 
Express  "         "  "  "         "  •    3.00  p.  m. 
Way  Train  fcr  "  "  "         "       5:00  p.  M. 

MARKET  STREET  FERRY" — AMBOY  DIVISION. Accommodation  Train  New  York,  via  Amboy...   7:00  A.  M. 
Way  Trains  tor  Trenton,  8:00  and  10:00  a.  m  , 

12  noon.  2:  0  p.  m.,  and   5:00  p.  M. 
Accommodation  for  New  York,  via  Jersey  City,   3:00  p.  M. 
Accommodation  for  South  Amboy   4:00  p.  m. 
Way  Trains  for  Bordeotown,  6:00,  7:33,  and   11:30  p.  m. 
Express  Trains  for  Hightstown,  6:45  a  m.,  and   3:30  p.  M. 
Way  Train  for  Pemberton  and  N.  J.  Southern and  Tuekerton  r  tilroads   10:00  a.  m. 
WayTraia  for  Hi  htstown   1:00  p.  m. 
Way  Trains  for  Pemberton,  2:33  p.  M.  and   6:30  P.  M. 
Way  Train  for  Pemberton  and  Tuekerton  RR.   5:00  p.  m. 
Way  Train  for  Mount  Holl^,  Monday,  Wednes- 

day, Thursday  and  Saturday  only   11:33  p.  m. f   No.  901  Chestnut  Street, 
TICKE  T  OFFICES :  -i    No.  838  Chestnut  Street, (    No.  116  Market  Street,  and  at  the 

Depots  and  Ferry  named  above. 
A.  J.  CASS  ATT,  General  Manager. 

12  ni 

7:15 
2:£0  p. 
6:00  P.  M. 

J^JICROSCO
PE  ! 

Can  be  had  very  cheap 
A  ZENTMAYJSR  GRAND  AMERICAN  MICROSCOPE. 

Best  Tr-ake,  most  perfect  adjustment— has  just  been 
thorough'y  revise  1  by  t he  maker,  and  is  as  good  as  new. Accessories,  and,  if  desired,  dissecting  and  Mounting 
Cabinets. 

Address  "  C.  W.  D.,"  Box  2,750  Po't-office, PHILADELPHIA. 

VALENTINE'S  PREPARATION 

OF Meat  Juice3 
THE  GERM  OF  LIFE,  OR  NUTRITIVE  PRINCIPLE ; 
The  result  of  an  original  process  of  preparing  meat  and 

extracting  its  juices,  by  which  the  elements  of  nutrition— 
the  Germs  op  Life—  are  obtained  in  a  state  ready  for  im- 

mediate absorption. 
It  is  offered  to  the  Medical  profession  on  its  own  merits. 
For  sale  by  all  the  principal  Druggists  in  the  United 

States. IRA  W.  BLUNT,  Agent, 
776-788.  Richmond,  Va. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  ULCERATION  OF 
THE  OS  AND  CERVIX  UPERI,  ETC. 

By  R.  L.  Payne,  M.  D., 
Of  Lexington,  North  Carolina. 

During  a  practice  of  eighteen  years  I  have 
treated  a  goodly  number  of  female  patients, 
and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  diseases  to  which  they  are 
liable  originate  in  disease  or  malposition  of 
the  uterus ;  and  I  am  as  fully  convinced  of 
the  fact  that  these  uterine  maladies  are  much 
more  common  than  even  the  majority  of  the 
medical  profession  are  aware,  or  are  will- 

ing to  admit.  I  wish  to  speak  of  two  cases 
only  (which  will  illustrate  a  large  number 
treated),  of  ulceration  of  the  os  and  cervix 
uteri,  not  that  I  hope  to  advance  any  new 
ideas  in  practice,  but  that  I  may  add  my  mite 
to  the  testimony  of  older  and  abler  men  who 
have  gone  before,  and,  perchance,  awake  the 
attention  of  pnysicians  more  fully  to  a  disease 
so  common  and  so  dangerous  to  the  health, 
happiness  and  lives  of  the  gentler  sex. 
Charles  D.  Meigs,  the  ripe  scholar,  the 

accomplished  gentleman  and  the  true  friend, 
whose  memory  will  ever  be  held  sacred  and 
dear  by  thousands  of  his  pupils  all  over  the 
world,  taught  well  and  thoroughly  the  use  of 
the  nitrate  of  silver  and  kindred  remedies  so 
far  as  then  known,  but  it  remained  for  Dr. 
Thomas  and  other  able  gynaecologists  of  this 
age  to  give  us  complete  and  perfect  treatises 
upon  these  diseases. 

Last  June  a  lady  was  sent  to  me  by  a  brother 
physician  to  be  treated  for  prolapsus  uteri. 
She  had  been  in  bad  health  since  her  last 
confinement,  which  was  two  years  before  this. 

Previous  to  this  confinement  she  enjoyed  ro- 
bust and  vigorous  health ;  but  now  she  was 

emaciated,  pale,  hydrsemical ;  had  a  sorrow- 
ful, careworn,  broken-down  appearance ;  com- 

plained of  indigestion,  pain  in  the  head,  pain 
low  down  in  the  back,  and  running  down  the 
thighs  ;  said  that  she  had  a  constant  sense  of 
fullness,  uneasiness  and  bearing  down  within 
the  pelvis,  and  suffered  constantly  with  pro- 

fuse leucorrhea.  When  she  had  her  cata- 
menial  periods  the  time  occupied  was  longer 
and  the  flow  more  copious  than  natural.  Upon 
examination  by  the  touch  I  found  the  womb 
prolapsed,  the  cervix  thickened  and  the  os 
tincse  so  large  that  I  could  introduce  the  fin- 

ger to  the  first  joint.  The  sensation  imparted 
to  the  finger  was  soft  and  spongy,  unlike  the 
firm,  resisting  feeling  of  health.  The  specu- 

lum revealed  a  smooth  ulceration  of  both  lips 
of  the  womb,  extending  up  into  the  cervix. 
The  color  of  the  ulcerated  surface  was  in- 

tensely red  and  presented  a  thickened,  plushy 
or  velvety  appearance,  and  the  whole  was 
surrounded  by  a  healthy  margin  of  rose-col- 

ored mucous  membrane. 
After  thorojghly  cleansing  the  parts  with 

mops  of  soft  cotton,  a  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  thirty  grains  to  the(ounce  of  water,  was 

applied  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil,  and  after- 
wards a  large  pledget  of  cotton  saturated  with 

glycerine  was  placed  directly  against  the  ulcer- 
ated surface  and  left  there  for  ten  or  twelve 

hours.  Injections  of  sulphate  of  zinc  (one 
drachm  to  the  quart  of  water)  were  used  in  full 

stream  with  a  Davidson's  syringe,  for  fifteen 
minutes  at  a  time,  twice  daily.  A  pill  com- 

posed of R.  Iron  by  hydrogen,  gr.ij. 
Quinia  sulp.,  gr.j. 
Extract  gentian,  gr.ij..  M. 

was  given  after  each  meal,  and  a  little  brandy 
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or  whisky  toddy  before  meals.  A  generous 
diet,  and  plenty  of  fresh  air  made  up  the 
treatment. 

Another  lady  from  the  same  locality  came 
under  treatment  about  the  same  time.  Her 
case  was  similar  except  the  symptoms  were 
all  more  aggravated,  more  especially  the  dys- 

pepsia and  leucorrhea,  the  latter  being  often 
bloody,  purulent  and  acrid  in  its  character. 
The  speculum  revealed  an  ulcer  of  the  an- 

terior lip,  a  regular  granular  degeneraHon 
with  a  rough  uneven  surface,  which  bled  freely 
in  different  spots  when  touched  with  the  cot- 

ton mop ;  the  posterior  lip  was  not  ulcerated, 
but  enlarged  and  congested,  and  presented  a 
sleek,  shining,  swollen  appearance,  with  a 
heightened  color. 

The  treatment  was  not  materially  changed 
in  this  case.  A  stronger  solution  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver  was  used,  and  instead  of  the  simple 
toddy,  the  following  bitters  were  recom- 
mended: 

Pulv.  columbo,  %ss. 
"      gentian,  gss. 
"      senna,  gij. 
»     ginger,  zj. 

Bicarb,  potash,  ^ij.  ) Brandy, 
Water,  aa    O.  M. 

Sig. — One  tablespoonful  one-half  hour  before each  meal. 

The  pills,  injection,  diet,  etc.,  the  same  as 
in  the  first  case.  In  both  cases  the  nitrate  of 
silver  was  applied  every  two  or  three  weeks. 
These  ladies  improved  in  general  health, 

pari  passu  with  the  improvement  in  the  ul- 
cerations, and  are  both  now  in  the  enjoyment 

of  excellent  health,  with  a  suitable  degree 
of  embonpoint,  redness  of  cheeks,  brilliancy 
of  eyes,  gracefulness  of  action,  buoyancy  of 
step,  in  truth,  with  all  the  outward  signs  of  a 
vigorous  and  normal  condition.  In  these  cases 
the  pain  in  the  head  and  the  dyspeptic  symp- 

toms illustrate  most  beautifully  Dr.  Marshall 

Hall's  theory  of  reflex,  nervous  action,  and 
demonstrate  most  conclusively  the  fact  that 
when  the  womb  suffers  the  whole  woman 
sympathizes. 

The  sponge  tent  I  have  not  found  necessa- 
ry in  many  cases,  the  os  and  cervix  being 

generally  sufficiently  open  to  admit  of  appli 
cations  being  made,  as  recommended  by  Dr. 
Thomas,  and  when  the  ulceration  is  confined 
to  the  os  externum  and  cervix,  I  can  see  no 
necessity  for  running  the  risks  of  dilatation. 

As  before  remarked,  I  regard  this  disease 

much  more  common  than  is  generally  sup- 
posed, and  I  am  satisfied  that  many  a  poor 

woman,  after  dragging  out  a  short  and  miser- 
able life,  goes  down  to  a  premature  grave — a 

victim  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  her  own  or 

her  physician's  false  modest]/. .  I  know  the  use 
of  the  speculum  is  still  condemned  by  many 
and  objected  to  by  others  as  unnecessary,  and 
although  I  am  free  to  admit  that  its  use  may 
be  sometimes  abused,  still  I  regard  it  a  per- 

fect God  send  to  woman,  and  I  do  not  believe 
tnat  the  manifold  ills  to  which  she  is  heir,  can 
be  treated  intelligently  or  successfully  without 
it  and  I  further  believe  that  the  physiciau 
who  permits  his  patients  to  suffer,  linger  and 
die  without  its  use,  with  all  the  lights  of  the 
nineteenth  century  before  him,  is  a  recreant 
to  his  trusts  as  a  physician,  and  will  be  held  re- 

sponsible for  his  ignorance  or  false  modesty 
at  the  last  great  day. 

"  Propter  solum  uterum  mulier  est,  id  quod 
est,11  an  old  maxim  taught  and  believed  by  our 
medical  forefathers,  has  much  of  truth  in  it, 
and  although  I  cannot  fully  indorse  the  opinion, 
yet  I  do  believe  that  woman  is  what  she  is  by 
reason  of  her  reproductive  nature,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  we  can  go  far  astray  when  in- 

vestigating the  symptoms  in  a  female  patient 
if  we  first  look  to  the  uterus  and  its  appen- 

dages for  the  origin  of  a  large  percentage  of 
all  her  ills. 

The  foregoing  remarks  were  written,  some- 
time before  the  letter  of  my  neighbor,  Dr. 

Henry  T.  Bahnson  came  out,  and  were  in- 

tended for  the  N".  C.  Medical  Society,  but 
since  I  concur  so  fully  in  the  views  expressed 
by  the  doctor,  and  since  my  own  here  ex- 

pressed are  somewhat  similar,  I  have  conclud- 
ed to  send  the  MS.  to  you.  I  have  long  en- 

joyed the  reputation,  among  some  of  my 
brother  chips,  of  being  too  much  of  a  "  ftnqer 
smith;"  nevertheless  I  can  conscientiously 
assert  that  I  have  never  subjected  any  woman 
to  an  examination  with  the  speculum  or  other- 

wise, except  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  her  diseases,  and  I  can  only  mourn 

over  the  carelessness,  or  absolute  ignorance, 
of  those  physicians  who  permit  their  patients 
to  die  without  a  thorough  investigation  of 
their  cases.  A  woman  can  no  more  help 
having  uterine  disease  than  she  can  prevent 
her  tooth  from  achiag,  and  it  is  the  true  call- 

ing and  duty  of  the  ph}  sician  to  investigate  thor- 
oughly all  diseases,  and  all  causes  of  disease, 
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before  he  can  treat  the  various  "ills  which 
flesh  is  heir  to"  intelligently  or  properly. 
Then  the  conduct  and  remarks  of  some  of  our 

brethren  in  regard  to  these  matters  are  sim- 
ply contemptible !  They  are  behind  the 

times,  and  I  feel  sorry  for  them,  and  especially 
sorry  for  their  patients.  One  of  the  poets 

tells  us  that  "  Where  ignorance  is  bliss  His 
folly  to  be  wise,"  but  we  regard  blissful  igno- 

rance of  these  subjects  in  this  age  as  truly 
criminal.  Some  fourteen  years  ago  I  had  a 
case  of  polypus  so  similar  to  the  one  spoken  of 
by  Dr.  Bahnson  that  I  will  give  it.  A  Mrs. 
S.  had  been  troubled  with  hemorrhage  for 
four  years,  and  had  been  under  the  treatment 
of  four  physicians,  two  of  them  graduates. 
The  poor  woman  was  reduced  to  the  most  ex- 

treme emaciation  and  anemia,  and  had  every 
symptom  which  characterizes  pclypus  of  the 
womb,  yet  not  one  of  these  men  of  extrewe 
modesty  had  ever  examined  her  per  vaginam. 

I  applied  a  ligature  around  the  pedicle  of 

the  tumor  by  means  of  Gooch's  double  canula, 
and  in  three  days  after  removed  a  polypus  as 
large  as  an  orange,  since  which  she  has  en- 

joyed most  excellent  health.  Will  any  one 
pretend  to  say  that  this  helpless  sufferer 
was  not  most  shamefully  neglected,  who,  if 
she  had  not  been  operated  upon,  would  in  a 
short  time  have  been  added  to  the  long  list  of 
those  who  have  fallen  vicfc  ms  to  false  modesty 
or  ignorance  ?  I  regard  true  modesty  as  the 

brightest  gem  which  sparkles  in  a  woman's 
crown  of  glory,  and  I  respect  it ;  notwithstand- 

ing, if  I  think  it  necessary  to  examine  her  for 
her  own  benefit,  and  she  will  not  submit,  I 
immediately  abandon  the  case,  and  I  have  a 

supreme  contempt  for  all  the  "  pish  and  tom- 
foolery," which  prevents  the  honest  physician 

from  discharging  a  known  duty. 

MEDICAL  BREVITIES. 

Br  E.  S.  Drake,  M.  D., 

Of  WhttesTjoro',  Texas. 
Percussion  over  the  sacrum  will  reveal  the 

condition  of  the  rectum,  whether  empty  or 
not. 

Vomiting  can  often  be  quickly  relieved  by 
the  following 

R.    Morph.  sulphatis,  gr.  f. 
Aquie,  gij.  M. 

Big. — A  teaspoonful  every  ten  minutes,  if  ne- 
cessary ;  allow  no  drinks  with  the  doses, 

nor  for  some  time  after. 

TO  PROCURE  A  DAILY  STOOL. 

At  a  regular  hour  every  day,  all  things  be- 
ing in  readiness,  tap  gently  and  repeatedly  on 

the  anus  with  a  bit  of  wood  or  any  substance 
hard  enough  to  produce  irritation,  and  the 
sphincter  will  almost  certainly  relax  after  a 
while.  The  same  plan  will  answer  after  an 
injection ;  or  better  still,  the  pipe  of  the  sy- 

ringe can  be  reinserted  after  a  time  ;  or  still 
better,  a  tube  of  larger  size  that  will  let  solid 
parts  pass.  It  has  been  our  observation  in  some 
cases  that  there  is  spasmodic  stricture  of  the 
sphincter  ani,  caused  by  the  irritating  charac- 

ter of  the  intestinal  contents,  especially  when 

they  are  liquid,  as  they  are  more  apt  to  regur- 
gitate than  when  semi-solid,  into  the  colon, 

and  be  retained  there  ;  the  plan  is  obvious,  to 
let  them  out  when  they  come  down.  An  in- 

strument devised  like  a  glove-stretcher  would 
answer,  with  a  sliding  ring  on  it  to  keep  the 
aperture  free.  It  appears  to  us  that  a  self- 
retaining  instrument  of  this  kind  would  facili- 

tate the  discharges  in  dysentery  and  diarrhea, 
perhaps  without  so  much  pain  and  tenesmus 
as  are  usual  in  these  cases.  This  latter  appli- 

cation we  have  never  tried  and  only  offer  it 
as  a  suggestion. 

A  TAMPON. 

An  ordinary  cupping-glass,  half  filled  with 
cotton  or  lint,  soaked  in  some  styptic,  and 

pressed  against  the  os  uteri,  in  cases  of  hem- 
orrhage, makes  a  good  tampon,  simple  and 

quickly  applied,  the  rim  of  the  glass  acting  as 
a  mechanical  impediment  to  the  flow  of  blood, 
while  the  styptic  is  more  effective  by  being 
thus  inclosed  and  the  vaginal  tissue  is  saved 
from  injury.  An  instrument  made  for  the  pur- 

pose would  be  preferable,  especially  in  cases 
of  placenta  previa,  by  having  a  curved  handle, 
which  would  project  externally,  so  that  the 
operator  could  keep  up  the  necessary  pressure 
in  the  intervals  of  pain.  The  cup  could  be 
made  of  India  rubber,  or  some  such  material, 
so  that  it  would  be  better  adapted  to  the  ine- 

qualities of  surface  presenting.  The  operator 
could  thus,  in  our  opinion,  save  blood  to  the 
woman  and  lessen  the  amount  of  hemorrhage, 
if  he  couldn't  check  it  altogether  ;  he  would 
render  the  instrument  more  effective  if  he 
would  hook  two  fingers  between  the  perineal 
commissure  and  make  the  vagina  more  tense. 
He  could  keep  up  the  pressure  until  the  wo- 

man was  out  of  danger.   I  offdr  these  sugges- 
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will  be  given  a  trial. 

VACCINATION. 

By  W.  J.  Purcell,  M.  D., 
Of  New  York  City. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  and  persistence  of 
that  loathesome  disease,  small-pox,  in  our 
midst,  the  question  of  the  efficacy  of  vaccina- 

tion as  a  preventive  has,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
assumed  considerable  dimensions.  Notwith- 

standing the  practice  of  vaccination  is  at  the 
present  day  almost  universal  in  all  civilized 
countries,  and  the  experience  of  many  years, 
much  doubt  exists  as  to  its  being  all  that  its 
founder  claimed  for  it.  That  such  a  doubt 
should  exist  in  the  minds  of  many  persons 
admits  of  little  surprise  in  this  age  of  skepti- 

cism, and  also  in  view  of  the  fact  that  human 
nature  is  ever  prone  to  doubt  even  in  some 
cases  the  evidence  of  its  own  senses  ;  but  that 
some  medical  men,  and  many  of  them,  too, 
who  have  enjoyed  ample  means  of  satisfying 
themselves  on  this  point,  should  be  non-be- 

lievers in,  and  even  opponents  of,  vaccination, 
occasions  a  good  deal  of  astonishment.  It 
surely  does  not  follow  because  an  isolated  case 
of  varioloid,  or  even  variola,  attacks  a  person 
who  has  b  en  previously  vaccinated,  that  vac- 

cination is  useless  and  unnecessary.  Observa- 
tion has  showed,  during  the  present  epidemic, 

cases  of  confluent  small-pox  occurring  the 
second  and  even  the  third  time  in  the  same 
individual,  and  yet  how  firmly  rooted  is  the 
belief  in  the  minds  of  people  that  an  attack  of 
small-pox  is  a  sure  prevention  against  any 
ubsequent  attack  ;  and  so  it  generally  is,  but 
being  a  well  proven  rule,  must  of  course  have 
exceptions,  and  so  the  same  holds  good  in  re- 

gard to  vaccination. 
The  testimony  of  many  eminent  practition- 

ers, who  have  devoted  years  of  close  study 
and  observation  to  the  subject,  both  in  this 
country  and  Europe,  has  satisfactorily  proved 
beyond  a  doubt,  and  the  statistics  clearly  cor- 

roborate, that  since  the  introduction  of  vac- 
cination small-pox  has  lost  the  greatest  part 

of  its  terrors.  If  it  has  not  been  completely 
eradicated  (a  consummation  most  devoutly  to 
be  wished)  from  among  the  list  of  epidemic 
diseases,  it  has  certainly  been  modified  to  a 
considerable  extent,  and  brought  more  under 
control. 

In  the  year  1871  the  Board  of  Health  of 

New  York,  in  the  absence  of  compulsory  law, 
adopted  the  method  of  offering  free  vaccina- 

tion to  the  inhabitants.  Medical  Assistant 
Health  Inspectors  were  appointed,  who  visited 
from  house  to  house  and  vaccinated  every  per- 

son who  consented  to  submit  to  the  operation. 
This,  although  an  eminently  successful  experi- 

ment, did  not  reach  everybody,  so  the  schools, 

public  and  private,  were  visited,  and  the  fac- 
tories, workshops,  newspaper  and  printing  of- 

fices, and  even  lunatic  asylums,  received  their 
share  of  attention,  and  thus  thousands  of  per- 

sons gladly  received  the  benefits  of  vaccina- 
tion who  otherwise  would  never  dream  of 

resorting  to  it  of  their  own  volition.  During 
that  year  over  100 ,000  persons  were  vaccinated 
by  this  means,  and  as  regards  the  value  of 
vaccination  as  a  means  of  protection,  the 
almostunanimous  opinion  of  the  best  informed 
members  of  the  medical  profession  is,  that, 
when  carefully  and  successfully  performed  it 
is  a  positive  protection  to  the  individual ;  and 
the  experience  during  the  past  year  offers  one 
of  the  strongest  proofs  of  this  truth,  namely: 
in  the  fact  that  among  all  of  those  success- 

fully vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated,  none  have 
fallen  victims  to  small-pox  in  any  form,  while 
numbers  have  been  stricken  with  this  disease 
who  refused  to  be  vaccinated.  This  fact  is  of 
constant  occurrence  and  comes  under  observa- 

tion daily.  Much  of  the  successful  protection 
afforded  may  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
none  but  fresh  virus,  while  in  an  active  con- 

dition, was  used.  The  practice  being  to  use 
the  virus  selected  from  healthy  infants  only, 
within  twenty-four  hours  from  taking  it  from 
the  arm,  a  mode  of  proceeding  which,  as  the 
result  proved  in  affording  absolute  protection 
to  so  large  a  number,  is  a  most  convincing 
argument  in  favor  of  its  efficacy  as  a  preventive 
when  properly  performed. 
Experience  has  sufficiently  demonstrated 

the  fact  that  lymph  obtained  from  the  human 
subject  is  fully  as  efficacious  as  that  derived 
from  the  cow.  From  the  difficulty  of  obtain- 

ing a  sufficient  quantity  and  a  regular  daily 
supply  of  fresh  bovine  lymph,  vaccinators  are 
compelled  to  use  human  lymph  over  and  over 
again,  with  a  successful  result  fully  equal  to 
that  gained  by  using  lymph  direct  from  the 

cow. The  importance  of  having  pure  lymph  can- 
not be  overestimated.  Much  of  the  objections 

urged  against  vaccination  arises  from  the  un- 
certainty in  the  minds  of  the  people  as  to  the 
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source  whence  the  matter  is  derived.  One  of 
the  most  common  objections  that  met  the 
vaccinators  was  "Doctor,  I  should  wish  very 
much  to  have  my  children  vaccinated,  but  I 
am  afraid  the  virus  is  not  pure."  And  no 
matter  how  eloquently  the  doctor  may  argue 
and  explain,  it  will  be  of  very  little  use.  This 
and  several  other  objections  would  soon  dis- 

appear if  there  were  a  proper  institution  pro- 
vided by  the  State,  and  under  the  charge  of 

the  Health  Department,  for  the  cultivation  of 
pure  bovine  or  animal  vaccine ;  and  connected 
therewith,  practical  instruction  should  be 
given  as  to  the  best  methods  for  its  applica- 

tion, for,  notwithstanding  that  the  operation 
is  comparatively  simple,  it  should  form  a  part 
of  the  regular  instruction  of  every  medical 
student;  for  there  are  found  to  be  as  many 
different  methods  of  application  as  there  are 
medical  men  in  the  profession. 

A  CASE  OF  SPINA  BIFIDA. 

By  Dr.  F.  H.  Roofe,  M.  D., 

Of  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y. 

The  following  case  is  reported,  hoping 
that  the  age  to  which  the  patient  has  attained 
will  prove  of  sufficient  interest  to  justify  its 
publication.  Although  instances  are  men- 

tioned where  the  individual  has  survived  from 
ten  to  thirty  years,  these,  as  is  well  known, 
are  exceptional  cases,  the  great  majority  dy- 

ing in  infancy  or  early  childhood  : 
R.  W.  8.,  83t.  35  ;  native  of  Wisconsin  ;  oc- 

cupation, teacher;  applied  to  the  smitari- 
um  here  located  for  treatment  of  paraplegia 
Upon  examination  found  him  the  victim  of 
spina  bifida.  The  tumor,  which  is  congenital, 
is  situated  on  the  sacrum,  and  extends  four 
and  three-fourth  inches  from  the  superior 
margin  of  the  coccyx  upward.  Circumference 
at  base,  eleven  inches  ;  center,  ten  inches  ; 
diameter  at  base,  four  inches  ;  apex,  one  inch. 
Left  to  itself  its  size  varies  but  little  ;  con 
tains  fluid  and  is  nearly  transparent,  the 
superficial  veins  being  prominent,  firm  pres- 

sure applied  to  it  occasions  severe  temporal 
and  frontal  headache  ;  if  increased,  becoming 
also  occipital.  On  one  or  two  occasions  he 
was  rendered  insensible  from  a  blow  directed 
upon  it,  in  the  most  marked  instance  by  the 
manipulations  of  a  "  pumoieling  doctor  "  out 

"West,  whose  introductory  move  was  to  knock 

him  senseless  through  the  transmitted  jar 
upon  the  tumor. 

Recovering,  and  failing  to  appreciate  his 
somewhat  vigorous  style  of  treatment,  he  put 
an  end  to  further  experiment  by  departing  at 

once.  Light,  steady  pressure  upon  it  will  re- 
lieve the  congestive  headaches  to  which  he 

is  subject ;  steady  pressure  and  manipulations 
will  reduce  it  in  about  ten  minutes,  returning 
soon  if  exercise  is  attempted,  but  if  pressure 
is  continued  it  remains  reduced  without  pain, 
for  a  while. 

As  an  infant,  imperfect  mobility  of  the 
lower  extremities  existed,  but  soon  ceased  to 
be  observable,  and  for  the  first  thirteen  years 
he  was  apparently  in  perfect  health,  with  the 
peculiarity  that  he  could  never  maintain  the 
upright  posture  without  the  support  of  the 
hand,  or  something  answering  the  same  pur- 

pose, as  a  belt  tightly  drawn  upon  the  tumor. 
Briefly  to  trace  the  invasion  of  the  paralysis  : 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  there  was  loss  of  motion  of 
the  firatand  second  toes  of  the  left  foot,  after- 

ward stiffaess  appeared  in  ankle  ;  wasting  of 
the  muscles  of  entire  limb  followed,  and  later, 
weakness  at  the  knee ;  the  limb  if  thrown  over 
opposite  one,  became  numb  and  useless  until 
roused;  during  this  time  he  was  working  hard 
at  his  studies,  and  neglecting  his  lameness. 

At  or  about  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  began 
to  use  a  crutch  or  cane,  which  he  has  since  con- 

tinued to  do.  Four  years  later  he  became  totally 
paralyzed  in  left  limb,  at  which  time  the  same 
course  was  gone  through  with  on  the  right 
side.  Heat  or  cold  are  not  felt  on  either  side. 
Incontinence  of  urine  has  for  some  time  ex- 

isted, but  no  trouble  is  yet  with  the  rectum  ; 
only  sufficient  use  of  the  right  leg  remains  to 
admit  of  locomotion  with  the  crutch  and  cane, 
and  it  is  evidently  soon  to  be  useless.  In  ap- 

pearance the  patient  is  spare  and  pale,  proba- 
bly owing  (in  part  at  least)  to  the  drainage 

upon  the  system  of  a  large  abscess  near  the 

tuberosity  of  the  ischium  of  over  a  year's 
standing,  which  has  burrowed  extensively 
among  the  gluteal  muscles,  and  discharges 
freely.  Notwithstanding  this  the  general 
health  is  fair,  appetite  and  digestion  good,  and 
bowels  regular.  The  upper  extremities  are 
strong  and  sound.  The  treatment  made  use 
of,  aside  from  that  directed  to  the  abscess,  has 
been  to  build  up  the  general  health,  which 
has  improved  perceptibly  during  the  few  weeks 
he  has  been  with  us. 
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Kusso  in  Tenia. 

July  7.  Dr.  Collins  reported  his  experience 
of  the  effect  of  kusso,  m  the  treatment  of 
tenia  lata.  The  patient,  aman,  40  years  old. 
He  first  prescribed,  on  retiring  at  night,  a  full 
dose  of  ol.  ricini.  The  following  morning  he 
directed  an  ouDce  of  kusso  to  be  made  into  an 
infusion  of  a  half  pint  and  taken  at  once.  At 
3  P.  M.,  the  same  day,  he  passed  14  feet,  with 
the  entire  neck.  The  doctor  was  so  pleased 
with  the  effects  of  the  remedy  that  he  would 
recommend  it  to  the  use  of  all  practitioners. 

Dr.  Collins  reported  a  post-mortem  case  of 
Gunshot  Wound  of  the  Brain- 

The  ball  passed  through  the  os  frontis  above 
the  left  orbit,  through  the  left  lobe  of  the 
brain,  and  escaped,  injuring  the  ventricles. 
The  ball  was  found  within  {  of  an  inch  from 
the  occipital  bone.  The  right  arm  only  was 
paralyzed,  speech,  memory  and  all  the  special 
senses  were  perfect  until  two  days  before 
death.  The  examination  showed  the  track  of 
the  ball,  and  there  was  an  attempt  to  throw  out 
lymph  to  fill  up  the  torn  tissue.  There  was  very 
little  discharge  from  the  wound.  The  mem- 

branes of  the  brain  were  conjested  on  the  left 
side;  but  on  the  other  side  they  were  per- 

fectly normal.  The  actual  cause  of  death  was 
exhaustion.    (Sixteen  days  after  wound.) 
Aug.  7.  Dr.  Collius  delivered  a  communica- 

ion  on  the  use  of  the 
Sulpho-carbolate?, 

in  the  treatment  of  relapsing  fever,  in  which 
he  claimed  great  efficacy  for  this  salt  as  a  dis- 

infectant and  antiseptic.  He  stated  it  was  par- 
ticularly indicated  when  the  skin  was  jaundicea* 

and  there  was  great  nausea  and  vomiting; 
he  assisted  it  in  its  action  by  the  use  of  sa- 

lines. He  also  claimed  great  efficacy  for  it  in 
the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever,  phthisis,  and  as 
an  application  to  surgical  wounds,  and  highly 
recommends  the  sulpho-carbolate  of  zinc  as 
an  injection  in  gonorrhea,  in  the  strength  of 
10  grains  of  the  salt  to  the  ounce  of  water  ; 
internally  he  gave  5  grains  in  cinnamon  water, 
as  it  best  masks  its  pungent  taste.  In  answer 
to  a  question  from  Dr.  Ozias,  he  stated  that 
the  sulpho-carbolate  s  It  was  not  a  theoreti- 

cal salt. 
Dr.  Keyser  exhibited  a  pathological  speci- men of 

Bony  Deposit  in  the  Eye-ball, 
from  a  patient  he  operated  on  a  few  days 
previously,  and  read  a  history  of  the  case, 
giving  the  probable  cause,  position  of  the 
bony  formation,  and  the  condition  of  the  con- 

tents of  the  ball,  as  evidenced  on  dissection 
after  the  enucleation  of  the  organ. 

Dr.  Collins  reported  a  case  of  amputation 

made  by  Dr.  Reed,  of  the  lower  third  of  the 
leg,  in  which  the  os  calcis  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  soft  parts  of  the  heel  were  torn  off 
by  some  cog-gearing,  leaving  an  injury  that would  not  heal. 

Dr.  Taylor  reported  a  case  of  tetanic  spasms 
occurring  as  a  complication  of  cholera  infan- 

tum ;  opisthotonos  occurred  ;  the  pupils  were 
normal.  There  was  no  strabismus,  no  toss- 

ing of  the  head,  and  no  discoverable  injury 
anywhere  ;  'the  tongue  was  slightly  furred ; 
five  and  six  spasms  would  occur  in  one-half 
hour. 

Cholera  Infantum. 
Dr.  Collins  remarked  that  a  great  many 

cases  of  cholera  infantum  were  traceable  to 
taint  in  the  system,  and  hence  he  has  been 
accustomed  to  class  them  under  at  least  three 
divisions,  viz.:  Irritative  diarrhea,  produced 
by  some  irritating  substance  along  the  track 
of  the  bowel,  either  food,  bile  or  some  other 
secretion  or  excretion. 

Scorbutic  diarrhea,  when  a  scorbutic  ten- 
dency exists  and  the  child  exhibits  all  the 

symptoms  of  a  truly  scrobutic  adult.  Scrofu- 
lous diarrhea,  when  all  the  symptoms  of 

scrofula  are  fully  developed. 
But  true  cholera  infantum  begins  suddenly 

with  terrible  diarrhea,  and  the  nervous  symp- 
toms set  in  at  once,  and  in  some  cases  in  a  few 

hours  the  child  is  reduced  to  a  skeleton.  In 
fact,  these  cases  present  all  the  symptoms  of 
Asiatic  cholera,  and  death  is  the  universal 
rule,  while  in  the  three  classes  of  cases  above 
mentioned,  if  the  taint  is  recognized,  a  cure 
may  be  effected. 

Dr.  Taylor  remarked  the  possible  cerebral 
origin  of  the  disorder,  and  that  the  diarrhea 
was  perhaps  only  sympathetic ;  but  the  gen- 

eral impression  was  that  it  was  not  primarily 
cerebral. 

Dr.  Gruel  reported  a  case  of 

Typhlitis. A  woman  ;  married  ;  set.  35.  She  was  using 
pine  baths  and  took  cold  after  them.  She  was 
sf  ized  with  all  the  symptoms  of  inflammation 
of  c 03 cum  and  appendix  vermiformis.  For  two 
years  she  suffered  from  constipation,  and  great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  case  of  pur- 

gatives. Felt  a  tumor  in  the  region  of  the 
ileo-ccecal  valve  about  four  inches  long  and 
two  wide,  which  on  pressure  was  very  painful. 
The  perspiration  was  fetid  and  the  skin  sticky. 
Pain  was  constant ;  pulse,  86. 
He  ordered  magnesmusta  and  rhe,  and  an 

ointment  of  belladonna  locally.  The  next 
evening  he  gave  full  doses  of  calomel  and 
jalap.  The  bowels  not  being  moved  he  gave 
the  following  day  a  bottle  0^  citrate  of  mag- 

nesia. Thinking  that  stronger  purgalrves^ 
would  do  more  harm  than  good  he  desisted 
and  continued  the  use  of  the  ointment  and 
poultices  locally.  The  swelling  and  tympani- 

tis increased.  The  pain  increasing  he  directed 
chloral,  which  produced  sleep  during  the  night. 
The  following  morning  brought  relief  by  four 
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movements  of  the  bowels  in  one  hour,  and 
they  moved  quite  frequently  throughout  the 
entire  day.  The  pulse  now  was  92  and  con- 

valescence certain. 
Dental  Irritation. 

September.  Dr.  Keyser  read  a  paper  on 
the  "  Impairment  of  Vision  from  Dental  Irri- 

tation," which  he  illustrated  by  a  condensed 
record  of  all  the  cases  reported  in  the  ex- 

perience of  European  writers,  as  well  as  their 
opinions  in  each  particular  case,  and  reported 
several  cases  which  came  directly  under  bis 
own  care.  He  also  referred  to  cases  of  deaf- 

ness, which  were  probably  due  to  the  same 
primary  cause.  (The  paper  in  full  was  pub- 

lished iu  the  Dental  Times,  by  request  of  Dr. 
G.  T.  Barker.) 
Dr.  Leidy  reported  that  many  cases  of 

amblyopia  and  amaurosis  occurred  in  the 
West  Philadelphia  Hospital,  during  1859  and 
I-  60,  which  defied  all  mauner  of  treatment 
and  superceded  the  skill  of  the  physicians  in 
charge,  who  were  then  unaware  of  this  un- 

doubted close  connection  of  the  dental  and 
ophthalmic  nerves. 
October.— Dr.  Paxson  read  a  paper  on 

Cancer  of  the  Mammary  Gland 
of  a  very  peculiar  nature.  Lady  ;  set  49  years  ; 
married.  Noticed  four  years  ago,  left  breast 
enlarged  quite  suddenly  and  gradually  grew 
larger  for  a  year.  She  had  no  pain  or  inflam- 

mation during  its  enlargement.  Aft  er  the  first 
year  had  elapsed  she  experienced  lancinating 
pain  at  the  nipple,  which  was  relieved  for 
some  time  by  application  of  a  domestic  lini- 

ment. After  which  intense  itching  ol  the  gland 
set  in,  continuing  for  about  eighteen  months, 
when  the  nipple  became  depressed  and  shrunk- 

en and  the  whole  breast  shriveled,  papular 
erupiions  appearing  thereon,  without  forming 
pustules,  only  forming  crusts  which  dried  and 
fell  off.  Soon  after  tbe  right  breast  became 
suddenly  enlarged  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
left  one,  shortly  after  which  she  was  siezed 
with  severe  paroxysmal  pain  over  the  spleen, 
and  a  sick  feeling  all  over,  with  vomiting  after 
eating,  and  is  unable  to  lie  down  when  suffer- 

ing with  the  pain.  Bowels  constipated ; 
ceassd  menstruating  at  forty-five  years  of  age. 
What  appeared  singular  tjie  breast  did  not 
enlarge  from  a  certain  point  but  all  at  once. 
Professor  Agnew  being  called  in  consultation, 
who  thoroughly  examined  the  case,  pro- 

nounced it  a  form  of  cancer  seldom  seen  in 
this  country. 

Dr.  Morns  reported  a  case  of  imperforate 
vagina,  operated  upon  by  him  with  a  peculiar 
form  of  instrument  as  designed  by  himseif. 
The  paper  with  the  design  will  be  published 
complete. 

Placenta  Praevia. 

Dr.  Morris  reported  a  case  which,  from  the 
severe  hemorrhage,  he  was  obliged  to  deliver 
immediately  of  a  dead  fetus,  having  literally 
bled  to  death.  The  uterus  remaining  flabby 
and  hemorrhage  continuing,  internal  and  ex- 

ternal manipulations  were  made,  which  caused 
contraction,  and  a  tampon  of  cotton  wet  with 
cold  water  applied,  which  completely  checked 
the  flow.  In  reply  to  a  question  from  the 
president  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  use  of  the 
tampon  in  a  flabby  uterus,  as  it  might  tend  to 
produce  internal  hemorrhage,  he  responded 
that  he  would  not  use  it  unless  the  uterus  con- 

tracted upon  the  tampon.  He  used  it  for  about 
half  an  hour  and  then  removed  it  a^d  applied 
another  to  keep  up  a  constant  impression  of 
cold. 

Dr.  EsMeman  reported  a  case  of  exostosis 
of  nearly  all  the  long  bones.  It  was  in  a 
child  eight  years  old,  and  the  elevations 
ranged  from  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  an 
egg.  One  occurred  on  the  wrist  joiat  which 
distorted  the  hand. 

Dr.  Taylor  reported  a  case  in  which  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  forefinger  was  cut 
completely  off,  which  he  replaced  by  sutures; 
and  it  healed  perfectly,  the  nail,  however,  was 
unhealthy  and  deformed. 
November.  Dr.  Leidy  read  a  paper  on 

trismus  neonatorum,  which  being  of  consider- 
able interest  will  be  published  in  full  here- 

after. 
December  27.  Dr.  Collins  reported  a  case 

of  recovery  from 

Varioloid  in  a  Pregnant  "Woman 
set.  17  years;  7  months  pregnant.  She  was 
seized  with  varioloid  of  medium  gravity  ;  she 
had  symptoms  of  commencing  parturition, 
which  were  completely  allayed  by  morphia 
internally.  She  passed  through  the  attack  of 
varioloid,  and  two  weeks  after  she  was  well 
she  gave  birth  to  a  small  but  well-formed 
child,  which  was  premature,  being  but  eight 
months  old.  The  infant  was  vaccinated  at 
once,  but  it  failed. 

Dr.  Keyser  reported  an  interesting  case  of 
Chemosis  of  the  Lids, 

with  dilatation  of  the  pupil  and  paralysis  of 
accommodation,  consequent  upon  the  intro- 

duction of  the  pus  of  a  small-pox  pustule 
conveyed  to  the  eye.  It  set  up  a  tremen- 

dous chemosis,  so  much  so  as  to  close  the 
lids  entirely  ;  it  was  relieved  by  zinci.  sulph. 
gr.].,  aquse  f.^j.,  and  the  application  of  a  com- press of  lint  and  a  bandage.  After  a  few  days, 
the  swelling  being  relieved,  there  was  ob- 

served a  widely  dilated  pupil  and  a  paralysis 
of  the  accommodation.  No  atropine  had  been 
used;  the  calabar  extract  was  used  for  some 
time,  but  to  no  purpose  ;  but  the  hypodermic 
use  of  1-48  of  a  grain  of  strychnia  every  three 
da^s  restored  the  normal  condition  of  the  eye. 

Dr.  Eshleman  reported  some  very  interest- 
ing facts  in  relation  to  the 
Hypodermic  Use  of  Vaccine  Virus. 

He  dissolved  the  virus  in  glycerine  and  water, 
making  the  solution  very  thin.  He  then  in- 

jected it  into  the  cellular  tissue  and  used  fric- 
tion to  cause  its  ready  absorption.  He  thought 

that  the  cases  in  which  he  had  used  it  had  cer- 
tainly been  cut  short,  no  more  eruption  ap- 



28o Medical  Societies. 

[Vol.  xxvi. 
pearing  after  its  introduction,  and  the  other 
symptoms  abating  accordingly.  Bat  he  stated 
that  he  had  used  it  only  on  persons  who  were 
vaccinated  when  young. 

The  doctor  thought  also  that  as  he  has  seen 
in  many  cases  a  more  mature  pustule  on  the 
forehead,  that  it  might  be  the  point  of  inocu- 

lation, caused,  perhaps,  by  wiping  on  a  towel 
which  has  been  washed  and  hung  in  the  yard 
to  dry,  and  some  of  the  sporules  floating  in  the 
air  had  lodged  therein  and  were  thus  intro- duced. 

Dr.  Millick  reported  a 
Case  of  Abortion 

in  which  the  membranes  and  the  skin  of  the 
fetus  were  developed  together,  there  being 
no  cord  observable.  The  mother,  set.  17 ;  un- 

married ;  when  three  months  pregnant,  took 
colocynth  to  produce  abortion,  but  only  oc- 

casioned excessive  vomiting  and  purging, 
which  the  doctor  allayed  by  morphia  When 
five  months  pregnant  she  aborted,  the  fetus 
coming  away  entire.  The  placenta  was  de- 

veloped on  the  abdomen  of  the  fetus.  The 
upper  and  lower  extremities  were  developed 
in  it.  The  membranes  were  attached  or  con- 
tinous  with  the  skin  as  far  forward  on  the 
right  side  as  the  temporal  region  and  malar 
process.  On  the  left  side  they  were  attached 
as  far  forward  as  the  symphysis  of  the  chin. 
No  cord  was  apparent.  No  liquor  amnii 
passed  off.  There  was  no  rupture  in  the 
membranes.  She  stated  that  although  five 
months  pregnant,  she  had  never  felt  a  move- 

ment; the  vitality' of  the  fetus  was  remark- able. It  moved  its  shoulders  and  hips  quite 
actively  when  born,  and  the  movements  did 
not  cease  for  one-half  hour  after  birth. 

Dr.  Eshleman  reported  a  case  of 
Batained  Twin. 

Mrs.  A.,  married ;  31  years  of  age.  When 
pregnant  six  months  and  two  weeks  parturition 
came  on  and  she  gave  birth  to  a  child  of  a  de- 

velopment coincident  with  the  time  of  feta- 
tion, while  it  was  evident  there  was  still 

another  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  The  in- 
fant lived  a  few  weeks,  when  it  died.  But  the 

retained  child  was  carried  to  its  full  term,  was 
born  and  lived. 

The  doctor  also  stated  he  had  seen  a  twin 
birch  of  a  large  and  a  small  child  at  one  time 
and  at  full  term. 

John  W.  Millick,  M.  D., 
Recording  Sec. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  CLARKE  CO. 
(ALABAMA)  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  society  was 
held  at  Grove  Hill,  on  Monday,  February 
26th.  The  President,  Dr.  Forwood,  occupied 
the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  were 
read,  corrected  and  adopted. 

This  being  the  meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers,  the  president  now  delivered  the  vale- 

dictory address,  which,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
Boroughs,  was  received  with  thanks  of  the 
society,  and  a  copy  requested  for  publication  : 
"  Fellow  Members  of  the  Clarke  County  Medical Society  : 

"  Gentlemen  :  In  the  discharge  of  my  duty, 
as  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  our  society,  I  am 
now  called  upon  to  deliver  you  the  valedictory 
of  the  retiring  presiding  officer 

This  is  the  first  anniversary  of  the  first 
medical  society,  so  far,  I  am  informed,  that 
was  ever  organized  in  this  long-settled  county ; 
and  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  electing 
me  as  your  first  president — an  honor  most 
flattering ;  and  for  which — regarding  it  as  a 
testimony  of  your  respect,  I  cannot  say  my 
merit — you  have  my  cordial  thanks. 

In  th^  capacity  of  prac  itioner  of  medicine 
in  this  county,  I  have  but  recently  united  my 
labors  with  yours,  though  I  am  not  altogether 
unknown  to  many  of  you,  as  a  former  resi- 

dent, twenty-four  years  ago  ;  and  you  are  all 
perhaps  aware  that  my  father  has  resided  in 
the  county  for  more  than  forty  years.  So, 
notwithstanding  my  long  absence  from  your 
midst — laboring  in  other  fields — E  have  a  feel- 

ing of  home  among  you,  and  a  keen  ap  precia- 
tion of  the  high  compliment  that  you  have 

been  pleased  to  confer  upon  me — the  wannest 
welcome  that  a  professional  man  could  re- 

ceive from  his  co-laborers. 
The  benefits  of  medical  societies  to  the  pro- 

fession are  two-fold :  the  interchange  of 
opinions  based  upon  personal  experience  re- 

garding the  treatment  of  disease,  and  the 
healthful  social  intercourse  between  members 
of  the  profession  from  distant  localities,  who, 
perhaps,  would  rarely,  if  ever,  meet  except 
upon  these  occasions.  On  a  more  limited 
scale,  the  meetings  of  medical  societies  sub- 

serve the  same  purpose,  and  in  a  more  exact 
and  positive  form,  that  medical  journals  do  to 
the  profession  at  large — the  dissemination  of 
experiences  in  the  treatment  of  disease  ;  the 
advantage  resulting  from  personal  intercourse 

being  that  the  relator  can  expla'n  many  de- tails suggested  to  the  hearers  that,  though 
important,  might  not  occur  to  him  in  the 
preparation  of  a  communication  for  the  press. 

An  absurd  idea,  amounting  to  a  prejudice, 
exists  in  the  minds  of  a  large  proportion  of  the 
community  in  all  localities,  even  among  the 
educated  classes,  that  medical  societies  are 
formed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
the  price  of  our  charges  for  professional  ser- 

vices. It  is  not  only  proper,  but  medical  prac- 
titioners should  regard  it  as  a  duty  incumbent 

upon  them,  to  establish  in  their  communities 
some  general  rule  in  relation  to  professional 
fees,  approaching  uniformity  as  nearly  as  the 
varying  circumstances  will  permit  3?hi£  pro- 

tection extends  to  the  interests  of  the  public 
fully  as  importantly  as  to  the  profession  itself, 
for  it  becomes  their  guide  to  guard  them,  in 
law,  against  exorbitant  and  unjust  charges. 
"  The  laborer  is  worthy  of  h;s  hire."  Our 
profession,  more  then  any  other,  is  compelled 
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(in  conscience  at  least)  to  perform  a  large 
amount  of  labor  gratuitously  ;  and  in  the  in- 

terests of  human  nature,  from  twenty  years' 
experience,  I  feel  sorry  to  add  that  we  do  not 
correspondingly  receive  credit  or  gratitude. 

The  ostentatious  charity  of  the  millionare, 
when  he  sends  his  check  for  one  hundred,  or 
five  hundred  dollars,  for  some  public  charity, 
is  heralded  by  the  newspaper  press  ;  the  quiet 
but  toilsome  labors  of  the  medical  man,  who 
annually  contributes  more  than  an  equal 
amount  from  his  mental  and  physical  labor, 
as  well  as  from  his  slender  purse,  are  never 
recognized  as  acts  of  charity ;  on  the  contrary, 
indeed,  he  is  too  frequently  villified  for  his 
"  high  charges." 

The  conscientious  performance  of  our  duty, 
like  virtue,  is  truly  its  own  reward.  And  with 
this  reward  w  e,  who  belong  to  a  profession, 
the  most  expensive  in  its  acquirement,  the 
most  arduous  in  its  practice,  and  the  most 
precarious  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  muit  be 
satisfied. 

The  terrible  anxieties  that  we  suffer  at  the 
bedside  when  death  is  struggling  with  life,  can 
not  be  estimated  by  dollars  and  cents.  Who 
of  us  has  not  known  the  stricken  mother, 
when  all  too  late,  call  upon  and  implore  us  in 
heart-rending  words,  as  only  a  mother  can,  to 
save  her  only  child  !  And  who  of  us  then 
would  not  willingly  and  freely  give  all  of  our 
worldly  possessions  to  restore  that  child  to  its 
mother's  embrace,  when 

"  The  King  of  kings 
Alone  can  stay  life's  parting  wings." 

Many  such  painful  incidents  have  occurred  in 
my  own  experience,  and  it  is  presumed  in  the 
experience  of  you  all. 
The  subject  of  professional  fees  has  not 

been  brought  before  our  society  :  though,  as 
before  remarked,  it  is  entirely  proper  that  it 
should  be.  Non-professional  persons  gener- 

ally have  very  vague  ideas  of  the  rules  by 
which  we  estimate  the  value  of  our  services. 
I  have  heard  many  remark,  when  seeing  their 
medical  accounts :  "  Why,  doctor,  I  only  had 
a  small  vial  of  medicine,"  or  "  I  only  bad  a 
few  pills,  and  you  charge  me  two  dollars." When  asked  if  their  disease  was  relieved  or 
cured  by  the  medicine  they  obtained,  they 
answer  "  Yes ;"  but  will  add  "  tbat  doctor 
so-and-so,  only  charged  one  dollar." 

I  sometimes  repeat  a  remark  that  I  have 
heard  my  venerable  preceptor,  the  late  Dr. 
Robert  H.  Archer,  of  Maryland  (the  son  of 
the  first  graduate  in  medicine  in  the  New 
World),  make  :  On  one  occasion  a  patient, 
while  settling  his  medical  account  with  him, 
observed  that  he  thought  he  charged  rather 
high  for  the  little  medicine  he  had  given  him 
in  a  few  pills.  The  doctor  replied :  "  No,  sir ! 
I  charge  nothing  for  the  medicine ;  I  only 
charge  for  the  brains  that  I  put  in  the  pills!" 

It  is  very  evident  at  the  present  day  that  a 
large  quantity  of  nauseous  medicines  is,  by 
many  persons,  more  highly  appreciated  than 
the  "  brains  "  that  advise  very  little,  if  any 

medicine  in  many  cases,  and  hence,  to  main- 
tain our  reputation,  we  are  often  compelled 

to  resort  to  placebos. 
The  medical  practitioner  should  study  how 

he  can  restore  his  patient  to  health  with  the 
least  possible  quantity  of  medicine,  and  that 
administered  in  the  most  agreeable  form  ; 
but  it  is  well  known  to  us  all  that,  instead  of 
our  patients— a  majority  of  them  at  least — 
appreciating  our  skill  in  this  respect,  com- 

plain that  we  charge  so  much  for  so  little 
medicine. 

It  is  too  apparent  to  be  disguised  that,  even 
among  many  educated  people,  the  value  of 
our  services  is  only  estimated  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  medicine  with  which  we  supply 
them,  and  not  by  the  intelligence  that  directs 
it  This  is  the  most  discouraging,  the  most 
disheartening,  and,  we  may  add,  the  most  dis- 

qualifying blow  that  the  medical  practitioner 
can  experience.  He  daily  witnesses  the  fact 
that  persons  of  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 

gence not  only  submit  themselves  to  the 
treatment  of  unscrupulous  charlatans,  but 
even  patronize  the  most  ignorant  pretenders, 
who  are  often  alike  ignorant  of  medi  al 
knowledge  and  of  their  mother-tongue.  We 
then  ask  ourselves :  "  why  spend  our  hard- 
earned  and  grudging-paid  money  for  books, 
which  keep  us  informed  of  the  details  of  the 
rapid  progress  of  medical  science,  and  why 
waste  our  dme  in  study  when  it  is  apparent 
in  many  instances  that  the  services  of  the 
pretender  are  much  more  valued  and  better 
paid  than  ours  ?"  This  want  of  appreciation 
accounts, in  too  many  instances,  for  a  degen- 

eracy in  the  status  of  the  profession  in  some 
localities. 
From  an  extended  personal  experience 

these  remarks  upon  "  man's  ingratitude  to 
man,"  to  vary  Burns'  expression  of  the  same 
idea,  "  have  forced  their  way  without  the 
will."  I  am  no  croaker,  no  groaner.  In  pa- 
litical  parlance,  I  "  accept  the  situation." 
Regarding  myself,  in  common  with  you  all,  as 
identified  with  the  medical  profession,  I  am 
well  aware  of  the  incompetence  we  feel  for 
the  undertaking  of  any  other  employment  as 
a  means  of  subsistence.  The  labor  of  love,  as 
is  often  the  case  in  the  dispensation  of  the 
gospel,  is  ours.  We  must  work ;  it  is  our  duty 
to  work,  notwithstanding  the  discourage- 

ments that  we  constantly  encounter.  Medical 
science  is  rapidly  progressing,  and  we  should 
feel  an  ever-present  consciousness  of  the  re- 

sponsibility devolying  upon  each  of  us  to  keep 
pace  with  the  great  work — the  battle  with  the 
fell-destroyer.  Let  me  exhort  you  to  work  ;  if 
you  do  not  receive,  you  reward  her,  that  re- 

ward may  be  hoped  for  hereafter. 
The  success  in  the  modern  treatment  of 

disease,  as  shown  by  statistics,  exhibits  a 
greater  longevity  of  human  life  within  the 
past  fifty  years  than  any  reliable  records 
show  during  previous  periods  corresponding 
with  the  calendar  now  in  use. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  itemize,  in  these  brief 
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fession within  the  last  half  century. 

The  treasurer's  report,  showing  that  he 
had  discharged  the  bill  for  printing,  a'l  the 
indebtedness  of  the  society,  was  read  and  ap- 

proved." Dr.  Hicks  related  a  case  of  peculiar  interest, 
that  had  recently  occurred  in  his  practice,  of 
the  nature  of  an  Injury  to  the  eye.  One  lad, 
without  harmful  intention,  in  cracking  a  large 
whip  at  another  accidentally  struck  him  with 
the  end  of  the  lash  in  the  eye,  occasioning 
great  pain  and  swelling.  Dr.  Hicks  was  sent 
for,  but  owing  to  the  swelling  of  the  lid  that 
had  taken  place  bp  fore  his  arrival,  he  was  un- 

able to  discover  the  exact  nature  of  the  in- 
jury. He  ordered  the  usual  cooling  collyria ; 

and  it  was  not  until  the  end  of  two  weeks, 
when  the  primary  inflammation  had  to  a  great 
extent  subsided  that  he  discovered  a  "dark object  occupying  that  internal  canthus,  which 
upon  close  inspection  proved  to  be  a  foreign 
body.  He  carefully  seized  it  with  a  small 
pair  of  forceps,  and  extracted  to  his  surprise  a 
piece  of  leather— a  portion  of  the  whip— fully 
an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and  about  the 
eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  which  had  been 
forced  between  the  eye  ball  and  the  orutal 
plates.  The  doctor  exhibited  the  piece  of 
leather  that  he  extracted  to  the  inspection  of 
the  society,  and  stated  that  the  patient  rapidly 
recovered  without  injury  to  the  sight,  and  was 
now  nearly  well. 

D.  Bettis  remarked  that  it  was  surprizing 
how  much  injury  the  eye  frequently  sustains 
without  impairment  of  sight,  and  related  a 
case  illustrative  of  the  fact. 

Dr.  Forwood  related  similar  instances  that 
had  come  under  his  notice  :  One  case,  in 
which  many  grains  of  blasting-powder  and 
sand  had  been  forced  some  distance  in  the 
eyeball,  and  had  been  extracted,  at  various 
sittings,  without  any  resulting  injury  to  the 
sight ;  another  case  of  a  boy  who  applied  for 
treatment  about  three  months  ago,  who  had 
been  accidently  shot  in  the  eye  by  another 
boy  with  a  toy  gun,  or  pistol.  The  shot  was 
of  the  ordinary  size  used  for  shooting  squirrels, 
and  its  outline  was  clearly  perceptible.  It 
was  imbedded  beneath  the  sclerotic  coat  of 
the  eye,  immediately  above  the  cornea.  The 
hour  of  the  presentation  of  the  patient  being 
quite  late  in  the  afternoon,  nearly  sun-set, 
about  one  hour  after  the  accident,  it  was  im- 

possible to  discover  the  point  of  entrance ;  and 
believing  that  the  parts  would  become  so  sen- 

sitive and  swollen  before  the  next  day  as  to 
preclude  operative  proceedings,  the  doctor 
boldly  siezed  the  shot  together  with  the  mem- 

brane with  a  pair  of  forceps,  and,  with  a 
scalpel,  circularly  cut  the  covering  membrane, 
and  removed  it  and  the  shot  together.  A 
bandage  was  then  applied  to  the  eye  to  ex- 

clude the  light,  and  it  was  constantly  kept 
moistened  with  a  weak  solution  of  acetate  of 
lead  for  several  days.  At  the  end  of  a  week 
the  patient  was  enabled  to  dispense  with  the 

bandage,  and  recovered  without  an  untoward 

symptom. Dr  Forwood  referred  to  another  case  that 
had  come  under  his  treatment  within  the  last 
month,  in  which  a  negro  boy  had  had  his  face 
acd  eyes  badly  burned  by  gunpowder.  The  boy 
had  clandestinely  taken  seven  or  eight  gun 
charges  of  powder  from  his  father's  flask, placed  it  in  a  small  cotton  bag,  and  gone  some 
distance  from  the  house  with  it,  with  the  view 
of  amusing  himself  by  its  explosion,  taking 
with  him  a  live  fire-coal  for  the  purpose. 
When  about  to  use  it  he  discovered  that  the 
fire-coal  had  nearly  burned  out,  and  in  his 
anxiety  to  preserve  the  fire,  he  forgot  the 
danger  and  got  down  to  blow  the  coal,  which 
was  in  contact  with  the  bag  of  powder  ;  and 
while  his  face  was  thus  near  it,  exploded.  The 
doctor  did  not  see  the  patient  until  nearly 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  accident.  The 
entire  face  and  neck  to  the  shirt  collar  was 
blistered  and  greatly  swollen ;  the  eye-lids 
were  enormously  distended,  so  much  so  that 
it  was  impossible  to  obtain  a  view  of  the  eye, 
and  the  cuticle  would  slip  off  at  every  attempt 
to  open  them.  It  was  feared  that  the  sight 
was  destroyed  ;  if  not  primarily,  that  it  would 
by  the  resulting  destructive  inflammation. 

The  prescription  recommended  by  Dr.  F.  J. 
Barker  in  the  number  of  the  Medical  and 

Surgical  Reporter  dated  August  26, 18"1* and  taken  by  him  from  a  previous  contributor 
to  the  same  journal,  whose  name  could  not  be 
recalled  at  the  moment,  consisting  0f  beeswax, 
sweet  oil,  tannic  acid  and  carbolic  acid,  was 
used.  The  doctor,  however,  did  not,  in  this 
case,  observe  any  decided  merit  in  the  pre- 

scription, or  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the 
great  pain  occasioned  by  its  removal  on  the 
second  day.  Perhaps  it  was  in  consequence 
of  being  applied  so  late  that  its  efficacy 
was  not  apparent.  Chloroform  could  not  be 
administered  for  the  removal  of  the  plaster, 
as  recommended  by  Dr,  Barker,  for  the  rea- 

son that  it  would  prove  too  irritating  to  the 
denuded  surface  of  the  nose  and  entire  face. 
Simple  bread  and  milk  poul«ices  were  then 
used,  as  in  treatment  of  ordinary  blisters  in- 

tentionally produced.  Five  days  after  the  acci- 
dent the  eyelids  could  be  partially  opened, 

when  it  was  discovered  that  the  sight  was  not 
impaired,  and  in  a  few  days  after  the  patient 
was  discharged  from  treatment  almost  well. 

Dr.  Bryan  Boroughs  again  apologized  for 
his  delinquency  in  the  preparation  of  an  essay, 
in  accordance  with  appointment  by  the  presi- 

dent. In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the 
doctor  has  recently  entered  the  matrimonial 
state,  the  members  were  disposed  to  excuse 
his  present  want  of  attention  to  scientific 
matters. 

There  having  existed  a  verbal  understand- 
ing with  the  members  that  the  society  should 

meet  alternately  at  Grove  Hill  aud  Suggsville, 
Dr.  Forwood  proposed  that  the  meetings 
hereafter,  until  again  voted  upon,  should  be 
held  at  Grove  Hill,  for  the  reason  that  there 
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was  no  entertainment  for  man  or  beast  at 
Suggsville,  and  that  many  of  the  members 
having  a  loDg  ride— absent  from  home  the  en 
tire  day— needed  refreshment  for  the  physical, 
as  well  as  the  mental  man. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 
The  election  of  officers  and  delegates  was 

then  entered  upon,  resulting  as  follows  : 
President— Dr.  A.  Y.  Bettis. 
Vice  President— Dr.  B.  S.  Barnes. 
Secretary--Dr.  Wm.  Stump  Forwood. 

Treasurer — Dr.  Bryan  Boroughs. 
Delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Association— 

which  meets  at  Huutsville  on  the  last  Tues- 
day in  March — Dr.  B.  S.  Barnes  and  L.  0. 

Hicks. 
At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Bettis,  the  presi- 

dent announced  that  the  subject  for  discussion 
at  the  next  meeting  would  be  the  hour-glass 
contractions  of  the  uterus. 

Oq  motion,  the  society  adjourned  to  meet 
at  Grove  Hill  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Hemorrhoids  in  Pregnant  and  Puerperal 
Women. 

Dr.  Fordyce  Barker  gives  the  following 
direction  on  this  subject  in  the  American  Prac 
titioner : 
When  hemorrhoids  are  developed  during 

the  later  periods  of  pregnancy,  the  indications 
are  obviously  to  counteract  the  constipation 
or  the  diarrhea,  and  to  stimulate  and  to  restore 
the  tonicity  of  the  hemorrhoidal  veins.  The 
inquiry  will  then  naturally  suggest  itself, 
have  we  any  agent  or  combination  of  agents 
in  the  materia  medica  capable  of  effecting 
these  results?  I  know  of  no  article  which  so 
clearly  and  positively  produces  these  two  re- 

sults as  aloes,  and  on  this  I  have  mainly  re- 
lied. I  am  well  aware  that  the  general  voice 

of  the  profession  is  against  the  use  of  aloes 
where  there  is  any  tendency  to  hemorrhoids. 
The  special  property  of  aloes  is  "  to  exert 

the  muscular  contractility  of  the  colon  and 
rectum,"  and  "  to  stimulate  the  venous  system 

i  of  the  abdomen,  and  especially  of  the  pelvis." 
That  these  are  the  effects  of  this  agent,  I  have 
not  only  the  authority  of  special  writers  on 
therapeutics,  as  Pereria,  Wood  and  Bache, 
and  others,  but  I  believe  the  general  experi- 

ence of  the  profession  also  will  confirm  the 
assertion.  It  would  seem  therefore  that  the 
use  of  aloes  for  the  cure  of  hemorrhoids  in 
pregnant  women  would  have  suggested  itself 
from  a  priori  reasoning;  but  I  am  not  aware, 
from  anything  that  I  have  read,  that  it  ever 
has.  I  suppose  that  the  general  impression 
that  aloes  is  contraindicated  where  there  is 
any  tendency  to  hemorrhoids,  and  that  it 
possesses  emmenagogue  properties,  has  had 
great  influence  in  preventing  this.  In  my 
own  case,  the  use  of  this  article  for  this  pur- 

pose was  the  result  of  gradually  accumulating 
observation,  rather  than  from  any  reasoning 
on  the  subject. 

In  the  early  days  of  my  professional  life  I 

was  engaged  to  attend  a  woman  in  her  con- 
finement, who  suffered  from  obstinate  consti- 

pation. I  prescribed  for  her  Dewees'  pills. At  the  time  of  her  confinement  she  mentioned 
that  in  her  former  pregnancies  she  had  suf- 

fered very  much  frnm  piles,  but  that  my  pills 
had  cured  them.  If  I  had  known  of  her  hem- 

orrhoidal tendency  I  should  not  have  given 
these  pills,  and  I  was,  therefore,  quite  sur- 

prised by  her  statement,  as  the  result  seemed 
so  contrary  to  all  that  I  had  been  taught. 
From  this  time  I  began  to  experiment  as  to 
the  effect  of  aloes  in  the  treatment  of  hemor- 

rhoids, asdociated  with  constipation,  in  the 
pregnant;  and  for  many  years  past  I  have 
constantly  made  use  of  aloes  for  their  cure, 
whether  the  hemorrhoids  were  the  result  of 
constipation  or  of  diarrhea.  I  give  it  com- 

bined with  other  agents,  according  to  the 
special  indications  of  each  case,  and  in  such 
doses  as  I  learn  by  experience  of  the  peculiar 
idiosyncrasy  of  the  individual  is  necessary  to 
secure  one  easy,  free,  daily  evacuation  of  the 
rectum.  Some  require  a  grain  morning  and 
evening,  while  in  others  a  half  grain  is  suffi- 

cient. In  anemic  patients  I  combine  the 
aloes  with  the  sulphate  of  iron.  In  the  two 
last  weeks  of  gestation  I  always  combine  it 
with  the  extract  of  belladonna.  The  follow- 

ing is  a  frequent  prescription  with  me : 
R.   Pulv.  aloes  soc, 

Sapo.  cast.,  aa 
Ext.  hyoscyami,  gss. 
Pulv.  ipecacuau.,  gr.  v.  M. 

Ft.  pil.  (argent.)  No.  xx. 
S.  One  morning  and  evening. 

When  the  patient  is  anemic,  I  add  to  the 
above  one  scruple  ferri  sulphat.  Some  ten 
days  or  two  weeks  before  the  supposed  time 
of  labor  I  substitute  the  extract  of  belladon- 

na, ten  grains  to  one  scruple,  for  the  extract 
of  hyoscyamus.  When  the  hemorrhoids  are 
associated  with  an  irritable  rectum,  and  fre- 

quent, small,  teasing,  thin  evacuation,  I  sub- 
stitute for  the  hyoscyamus  a  small  quantity  of 

opium,  giving  a  smaller  quantity  of  the  aloes, 
as  in  the  following  formula  : 
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R.   Pulv.  aloes  soc, 

Ext.  opii  aq., 
Sapo.  cast.,  aa.  gr  x.  M. 

Ft.— Pill  No.  xx. 
S. — One  morning  and  evening. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  multiply  formu- 
lae, as  the  general  principles  by  which  I  am 

guided  will  be  sufficiently  evident  from  the above. 
In  some  cases  I  have  not  been  consulted, 

and  have  not  known  of  the  hemorrhoidal  ten- 
dency of  the  patient,  until  my  attendance  dur- 

ing labor.  I  have  seen  the  hemorrhoidal  tu- mors sometimes  become  very  large  during  the 
labor.  Dewees  says  :  "  Much  may  be  done 
during  labor  to  prevent  a  severe  spell  of  piles 
by  the  accoucheur  making  a  firm  pressure 
upon  the  verge  of  the  anus  with  the  palm  of 
his  hand,  guarded  by  a  diaper,  during  the  pro- 

gress of  the  head  through  the  external  parts, 
and  by  carefully  returning  them  af  ler  the  ex- 

pulsion ol  the  placenta,  as  the  sphincter  is  now 
fatigued,  and  will  not  oppose  their  descent." I  have  frequently  tried  this  expedient,  but  I 
cannot  say  that  it  has  been  very  successful,  as 
the  tumors  soon  come  down  again,  and  under 
these  circumstances  they  are  very  apt  to  be- 

come strangulated,  inflamed,  and  cause  a great 
deal  of  suffering.  When  I  rind  this  condition 
of  things,  I  have  within  a  few  years  past 
adopted  the  ̂ lan  of  forcible  dilatation,  recom- 
mei  dcd  by  my  friend  and  colleague,  Prof.  Yan 
Buren.  My  method  is  this  :  the  patient  being 
fully  under  tne  influence  of  chloroiorm,I  se- 

lect the  moment  of  the  delivery  of  the  child 
and  before  the  placenta  is  brought  away.  I 
push  back  the  tumors  with  the  sphincter, 
if  I  can  readily  ;  if  not,  I  leave  them  alone, 
and  introduce  both  thumbs,  back  to  back,  weil 
in  the  sphincter,  and  opening  them  as  wide  as 
possible  I  draw  them  through  the  sphincter. 
During  this  time  1  have  firm  pressure  made  on 
the  uterus  by  an  assistant,  and  in  several  in- 

stances the  operation  was  followed  by  the 
sudden  expulsion  of  the  placenta  from  the 
vagina.  I  direct  the  following  ointment  to  be 
applied  twice  daily  to  the  tumors,  and  well  up 
in  the  rectum : 

R.    Uug.  gallse  co.,  £j. 
Ext.  opii  aq.,  gj. 
fcol.  ferri  persulph.,  gj. 

Ft.  ung.  M. 
The  result  has  been  in  every  instance  that 

the  tumors  have  gradually  disappeared,  and 
the  patients  have  have  had  very  little  suffer- 

ing from  the  operation. 
Where  hemorrhoids  come  on  after  labor, 

the  suffering  is  generally  much  greater  than 
when  it  occurs  during  pregnancy.  They  are 
very  otten  induced  by  the  action  of  the  purga- 

tive given  two  or  three  days  after  confinement. 
It  is  now  many  years  since  I  have  been 

convinced  that  castor-oil  was  one  of  the  worst 
agents  that  could  be  used  as  a  laxative  when 
there  is  a  tendency  to  piles,  as  in  many  in- 

stances I  have  seen  its  action  develop  them. 
For  many  years  I  have  annually  spoken  of 

this  to  the  medical  class  before  whom  I  have 
lectured,  and  I  have  received  many  letters 
from  former  students  corroborating  my  state- 

ment by  their  own  observation.  But  I  have 
never  seen  this  alluded  to,  except  in  one  work 
— viz  ,  Hardy  and  McClintock  on  Midwifery 
and  Puerperal  Diseases— who  incidentally 
make  the  following  remark  :  '*  We  may  first 
observe  that  castor  oil  is  ill-suited  for  patients 
who  have  hemorrhoids,  being  very  apt  to  pro- 

duce in  them  tenesmus  and  considerate  irri- 
tation of  the  rectum."  I  may  add  the  follow- 

ing from  Quain :  "  Common  opinion  has 
assigned  to  castor  oil  a  character  for  bland- 
ness  (probably  because  of  its  being  an  oil)  to 
which  it  is  not  entitled.  It  is  an  efficient 
purgative,  but,  except  when  given  in  minute 
quantities,  it  usually  irritates  the  rectum." 

In  Wood  and  Bache's  Dispensatory  (article, 
Castor  oil)  we  find  the  following  :  "  Some 
apothecaries  are  said  to  use  it  as  a  substitute 
tor  olive-oil  in  unguents  and  cerates  ;  but  the 
slightly  irritatiug  properties  of  even  the 
mildest  castor  oil  render  it  unfit  for  those 
preparations  which  are  intended  to  allay  irri- 

tation." It  is  curious  that  its  irritating  ac- tion on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  rectum 
has  not  attracted  more  attention. 

In  those  who  have,  or  are  disposed  to  have, 
hemorrhoids  I  give  the  following  on  the  sec- 

ond day  after  confinement : 
J£.    Magnesias  sulph., Magnes  carb , 

Pota<*.  sup.  tart., 
Sulphur,  sublim.,        aa  ̂ ss.  M, Mi    horoug?  Jy. 

Sig.— One,  two,  or  three  teaspoonfals  of  the 
powder  before  eating  in  the  morning. 

This  powder  produces  a  soft  evacuation, 
without  pain,  even  when  the  hemorrhoids  are 
inflamed.  By  procuring  a  daily  evacuation 
with  the  powder,  and  the  use  of  the  ointment 
as  before  mentioned,  I  have  found  the  hemor- 

rhoids in  puerperal  women  soon  cease  to  give 
trouble. 

The  Ophthalmoscope  in  the  Diagnosis  of 
Bright's  Disease. 

The  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal  says : 
Dr.  Williams  stated  that  at  a  recent  meet- 

ing of  the  Boston  Medical  Society  the  ques- 
tion was  asked  whether  it  was  possible  to  dis- 

tinguish with  certainty  the  ophthalmoscopic 
appearances  observed  in  connection  with 
Br.ght's  disease  from  other  morbid  changes 
seen  in  the  fundus  of  the  eye.  In  answer  to 
this  question,  he  would  read  two  cases  select- 

ed from  an  unusually  large  number  which  had 
come  under  his  observation  within  the  last 
six  months,  where  the  subsequent  course  of 
the  disease  find  death  of  the  patients  had  af- 

forded unmistakable  confirmation  of  the  diag- 
nosis made  by  means  of  the  ophthalmoscope 

at  a  time  when  no  susipcion  of  kidney  disease 
had  been  entertained. 

Case  I. — Mr.  consulted  him  December 
13,  1870,  complaining  of  much  dimness  of 
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sight.  Examination  with  the  ophthalmoscope 
showed  dilatation  of  the  retinal  veins,  marked 
yellowish-white  exudation  around  the  optic 
disk,  indistinctness  of  outline  of  the  disk  itself, 
small,  flame-like  hemorrhagic  patches  here 
and  there  in  the  vicinity  of  the  optic  nerve 
and  the  macula  lutea,  and  a  group  of  brilliant 
white  spots  clustered  about  the  macula  Jutea. 
On  inquiry,  the  patient  said  that  he  had 

suffered  tor  some  time  from  severe  headaches, 
which  he  had  attributed  to  gastric  disturb- 

ance, but  which  were  ascribed,  by  an  irregu- 
lar practitioner  whom  he  had  seen,  to  his 

liver.  No  disease  of  the  kidney  had  been  sus- 
pected, and  the  gentleman  was  incredulous  as 

to  the  correctness  of  Dr.  William's  opinion 
when  it  was  expressed  to  him.  But  on  testing 
the  urine  by  heat  and  nitric  acid  abundance 
of  albumen  w.s  found.  He  was  enjoined  to 
give  up  the  more  active  portion  of  his  busi- 

ness, which  prevented  his  taking  proper  care 
of  himself,  and  to  be  regular  in  his  hours  for 
meals.    Mild  tomes  were  given. 

No  unfavorable  prognosis  was  given  to  the 
paiient,  but  Ms  family  were  informed  as  to  the 
probable  termination  of  the  disease. 

Under  the  plan  of  treatment  recommended, 
the  patient  improved  in  health,  and  on  his  last 
visit  to  Dr.  Williams,  near  the  end  of  Jan- 

uary, he  was  free  from  pains  in  the  head,  and 
was  very  cheer  ul  and  hopeful.  But  his  face 
had  a  puffy  look,  and  Dr.  Williams  could  not 
feel  the  same  confidence  that  all  was  going  on 
well  with  him.  No  examination  was  made  at 
this  time,  as  he  came  in  haste,  merely,  as  he 
said,  to  report  progress. 
He  left  the  city  soon  after,  hoping  for 

benefit  from  change  of  air;  but  a  few  days 
afterward  he  broke  down,  almost  at  once; 
new  cerebral  symptoms  came  on,  and  a  fatal 
result  soon  ensued. 

At  the  autopsy,  as  reported  by  his  attend- 
ing ph)8iCian,  the  kidneys  exhibited  very  ex- 

tensive fatty  degeneration,  with  several  cysts. 
Case  II.— Mr.  ,  rct.  27  ;  consulted  Dr. 

Williams  May  3,  1871.  Twelve  weeks  previ- 
ously he  had  severe  pains  iu  forehead,  and 

noticed  dimness  of  sight.  This  dimness  in- 
creased till  now  he  can  count  fingers  only  at 

six  inches  from  his  eyes.  His  face  was  pale 
and  tedematous.  Has  had  pain  in  right  lum- 

bar region,  and  also  iu  left  side,  attributed  by 
his  physician  to  an  enlarged  spleen.  His 
urine  has  considerable  cloudy  deposits  after 
standing,  and  coagulated  ou  being  heated. 
The  ophthalmoscope  showed  very  exten- 

sive exudations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  optic 
disks,  aud  hemorrhagic  spots  were  extensively 
scattered  over  the  retime. 

The  prognosis  given  to  his  father  who  ac- 
companied him,  was  most  unfavorable  as  re 

garded  his  sight  and  his  life,  and  the  patient 
returned  home. 

May  15th. — His  father  wrote  :  "lie  bore  the 
journey  home  remarkably  well,  arid  for  the 
two  succeeding  days  (Gth  and  7th)  appeared 
as  well  as  when  you  saw  him,  except  a  swell- 

ing in  one  foot  and  leg,  the  inflammation  ex- 
tending nearly  to  the  knee.  He  was  perhaps 

slightly  prostrated  by  the  fatigues  of  the 
journey.  Saturday  night  he  had  but  little  rest, 
and  got  up  on  Sunday  morning  with  the  ap- 

pearance of  having  a  very  severe  coid  in  his 
head  and  chest ;  the  cords  of  bis  neck  inflamed 
and  painful.  He  soon  had  a  chill.  Most  of 
the  day  he  was  in  a  kind  of  lethargic  sleep. 
Monday  he  was  more  comfortable,  the  sore- 

ness having  left  his  thr(  at,  but  cords  of  his 
neck  still  painful.  Tuesday  morning  he  was 
much  prostrated,  and  could  not  walk  without 
support. 

k-  Up  to  this  time  he  had  confidently  expect- 
ed to  recover,  notwithstanding  the  little  en- 

couragement you  gave  him. 
"  About  this  time  the  swelling  in  his  neck 

and  chest  increased  considerably,  he  constant- 
ly growing  weaker.  He  was  very  thirsty. 

Wednesday,  between  two  and  threa,P.  M.,he 
became  partially  deranged  talking  almost  con- 

tinually, but  could  be  called  back  to  consci- 
ousness for  a  moment  by  speaking  to  him. 

This  continued  till  about  nine,  P.  M.,  when 
his  consciousness  fully  returned — he  bade 
good-bye  to  his  friends,  and  quietly  breathed 

his  last." 
Method  of  Recording  the  Hearing  Power. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Protjt,  Surgeon  to  the  Brooklyn 
Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  sug- 

gests the  following  plan  in  the  Boston  Mtdical 
and  Surgical  Journal : 

In  otological  practice  we  constantly  feel  the 
necessity  for  a  reliable  test  for  the  hearing. 
For  want  of  anything  better  we  use  the  tick- 

ing of  a  watch,  the  voice  spokea  and  whisper- 
ed, tuning  forks,  etc.  The  accuracy  with 

which  we  measure  the  visual  power  of  Snel- 
len^ ttst-types,  and  recoid  the  results  obtain- 

ed, cannot  be  ariived  at  by  means  of  any  of 
the  usual  sound  makers  (sonofactors),  nor  will 
it  be  until  an  instrument  can  be  made  which 
shall  always  produce  uniform  tones.  These 
tones  muse  be  arbitrarily  assented  to  as  rela- 

tively, not  absolutely,  correct,  just  as  the  vis- 

ual angle  of  rive  minutes,  on '  which  Snellen forms  his  test-types,  is  arbitrarily  chosen,  and 
"  does  not  afford  us  an  absolute,  but  only  a 
relative  value."  For  this  reason  the  attempt 
to  invent  a  perfect  sonofactor  lor  testing  the 
hearing  power  should  be  encouraged.  In  the 
meantime  the  sources  of  scund  alrtady  men- 

tioned must  continue  to  be  used  in  recording 
our  observations. 

A  short  formula  for  expressing  the  results 
thus  obtained  has  long  seemed  to  me  to  be 
necessary—something  approaching  the  bre- 

vity of  that  used  for  recording  the  vision. 
This  is  based  on  the  fact  that  the  visual 

power  is  expressed  by  a  fraction  the  nume- rator of  whicu  is  the  utmost  distance  at  which 
the  types  are  recognized  (d),  and  the  denomi- nator the  distance  at  which  they  appear  at  an 
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angle  of  5  minutes  (D),  thus  giving  the  formula 
Y  =  H.  I  hold  it  to  be  a  mistake  ever  to  re- 

duce this  fraction  to  lower  terms.  If  not  so 

reduced,  V  =  J,  or  Y  •=  j£,  or  Y  =  |,  means 
that  type  No.  1,  No.  10,  or  No.  20,  was 
read  at  one,  ten  or  twenty  feet  and  expresses 
by  its  own  terms,  without  any  conventional 
understanding,  just  what  test  was  used.  In 
ordinary  usage,  the  formula  V  =  1  is  intended 
to  express  the  fact  that  type  No.  20  was  read 
at  twenty  feet,  but  it  is  more  simple  and 
straightforward  to  say  in  such  a  case  Y  =  2~, 
and  it  is  very  little  more  trouble. 

To  return  to  the  hearing  :  for  nearly  three 
years  I  have  recorded  the  hearing  power  as  a 
fraction,  the  numerator  of  which  is  the  dis- 

tance at  which  the  particular  sound  is  heard, 
the  denominator  the  distance  at  which  it 
should  be  heard  by  an  eat-  of  good  average 
hearing  power.  This  denominator  must  vary 
according  to  the  sonofactor  used,  and  should 
generally  be  expressed  in  inches. 

For  still  further  simplification,  and  that  the 
method  may  be  adapted  to  internati  >nal  use, 
I  suggest  ths  following  abbreviations  :  A.  D., 
auris  dextra,  instead  of  right  ear  or  R.  E.;  A. 
S.,  auris  sinistra;  P.  A.,  P.,  aud.,  potentia 
auditus,  hearing  power  ;  Y.,  vox,  the  spoken 
voice  ;  Y.  S.,  vox  susurrata,  whispered  voice 
— or  simply  S.,  susurrus,  a  whisper  ;  H.,  horo- 
logium,  the  watch. 

If  this  system  should  become  general,  then 

the  formula  P  A,  A  D,  11,=^,  would  to  all 
otologists  represent  the  fact  that  a  watch  that 
should  be  heard  at  36  inches  was  heard  by  the 
right  ear  of  the  patient  at  a  distance  of  12  inches ; 

the  formula  P  A,  A  S,  Y  S,=-J,  would  mean 
that  the  whispered  voice  was  heard  by  the 
left  ear  at  six  inches  that  should  have  been 
heard  at  36  inches.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
multiply  examples. 

Bupture  of  the  Uterus,  with  Abdonrna'  Section. 
Dr.  Edward  Whwery,  reports  the  fol- 

lowing remarkable  case  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society  : 

On  the  28th  ot  March,  1865,  at  8  o'clock  A. 
M.,  I  visited  Mrs.  S  ,  of  Niota,  Illionis,  a 
healthy  Irish  woman  about  37  years  of  age, 
who,  I  was  told,  was  taken  m  labor  about  ten 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  the  27th.  The  first  indi- 

cation she  had  of  approaching  labor  was  tne 
escape  of  the  waters,  soon  after  which  regular 
labor  pains  supervened,  and  an  ignorant  mid- 

wife was  summoned  to  attend  her.  Labor 

progressed  regularly  until  about  7  o'clock  in 
the  evening  when  it  was  expected  the  child 
would  be  born  in  a  few  minutes.  She  was 
seized  at  that  time  with  severe  burning,  lancin- 

ating pains,  or  stitches,  as  she  called  them, 
throughout  the  abdomen,  and  the  expulsive 
pains  ceased.  I  found  her  sitting  is  a  chair, 
leaning  forward  at  an  inclination  of  about 

forty  degrees,  and  very  unwilling  to  change 
her  attitude.  Her  pulse  was  a  hundred  and 
ten,  irregular  and  fluttering  ;  the  countenance 
very  anxious  and  pale  ;  the  ? kin  c«vol  and 
clammy.  It  was  with  difficulty  I  could  induce 
her  to  assume  a  position  convenient  for  me  to 
make  an  examination  pervaginam. 

I  caused  her,  however,  to  be  neld  at  an  in- 
clination of  about  forty-five  degrees,  and  pass- 

ing the  digital  finger  of  the  ri.ht  hand  into 
the  vagina  and  the  left  hand  over  the  abdo- 

men. I  found  the  head  cf  the  fetus  resting 
well  down  on  the  perineum,  but  by  pressing 
firmly  with  my  finger  against  the  head,  it 
ascended  above  the  the  superior  strait,  and 
the  whole  body  could  be  distinctly  felt  through 
the  walls  of  the  abdomen,  she  being  of  spare 
habit.  The  motion  thus  given  to  the  fetin 
very  much  increased  the  lancinating  pains, and 
she  cried  out,  "  These  stitches  will  kill  me." 
My  diignosis  was  rupture  of  the  uterus,  and  I 
informed  her  and  her  friends  that  her  condi- 

tion was  very  precarious.  She  tried  to  give  her 
uMutterkorn  Thee"  (ergot)  but  the  stomach 
would  not  take  it.  The  night  was  very  dark, 
and  the  husband  and  his  friends  were  afraid 
to  attempt  to  cross  the  Mississippi  river  in 
row  boat,  as  it  was  very  high  with  much  drift- 

wood float  ng  ;  she  therefore  spent  the  night 
in  applying  new  corn  whisky  to  the  abdomen. 

I  allowed  the  patient  to  assume  the  attitude 
first  mentioned ;  returned  home  for  my  instru- 

ments and  an  assistant ;  Dr.  J.  C.  Blackburn  ac- 
companied me.  At  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  when 

we  arrived,  no  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
patient.  My  friend,  Dr.  Blackburn,  thought, 
from  the  visible  and  physical  appearances, 
and  my  representations  of  the  case,  th.it  my 
diagnosis  was  correct,  and  we  soon  agreed 
upon  the  propriety  of  making  the  abdominal 
section.  Dr.  Blackburn  administered  the  chlo- 

roform while  I  was  preparing  other  matters. 
We  placed  the  patient  on  her  back  on  a  table, 
and  I  made  the  incision  on  the  right  of  the 
umbilicus,  about  six  inches  in  length,  through 
which  I  removed  a  large  male  child  (dead  of 
course),  and  the  placenta,  both  being  entirely 
above  ihe  uterus,  which  w^s  well  contracted 
down  into  the  pelvis.  There  was  very  little 
appearance  of  hemorrhage.  The  rupture  was 
in  the  fundus  from  the  anterior  to  the  pos- 

terior wall.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were 
now  brought  toge'  her  by  sutures  of  silk,  taking 
care  to  include  all  the  structures  except  the 
peritoneum ;  then  finishing  the  dressing  straps, 
a  compress  and  a  wide  bandage.  The  oper- 

ation and  the  dressing  were  performed  in  less 
than  five  minutes,  and  the  patient  placed  in 
bed,  still  under  the  influence  of  chloroform. 
When  she  recovered  from  its  effects,  she  ex- 

pressed herself  as  feeling  quite  comfortable 
and  grateful  for  her  delivery  from  her  intense 
suffering  for  so  many  hours.  We  expected 
peritoneal  inflammation  to  supervene,  but  in 
this  we  were  happily  disappointed. 

I  visited  her  on  the  29th,  and  found  her 
comfortable;   the  pulse  had  gone  down  to 
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eighty,  and  every  symptom  was  favorable ; 
the  lochia  was  moderate  in  quantity  ;  she  had 
been  nearly  free  from  pain  and  slept  well  dur- 

ing the  night,  though  she  had  not  taken  any 
morphia  and  quinia  powders  left  for  her,  in 
case  irritation  and  debility  set  in. 
March  30th  and  31st— continues  without  an 

unfavorable  symptom. 
On  the  3d  of  April  she  sat  up  three  or  four 

hours  in  bed.  The  wound  had  healed  by  first 
intention. 

On  the  5th  I  took  out  the  sutures  and  con- 
tinued the  adhesive  straps,  the  compress  and 

bandage ;  she  was  then  dressed  and  sitting 
up- On  the  8th  the  lochia  ceased  and  she  went 
about  her  ordinary  housework. 

On  the  first  of  June  she  menstruated,  and 
agaia  on  the  first  of  July  ;  then  she  became 
pregnant,  and  on  the  first  day  of  this  April 
she  gave  birth  to  a  healthy  female  child.  I 
was  in  attendance  and  found  the  "  waters  " 
had  passed  off  two  days  before,  but  there  had 
been  no  pain  till  within  three  hours  after  the 
time  of  my  arrival.  The  os  uteri  was  well 
dilated  and  the  head  of  the  fetus  was  enter- 

ing the  superior  strait;  fearing  that  the  for- 
mer rupture  might  have  impaired  the  integrity 

of  the  uterus,  and  that  we  might  have  the  ac- 
cident repeated,  I  applied  the  forceps  and  as- 
sisted the  expulsive  efforts  so  that  in  an  hour 

and  a  quarter  after  entering  the  room  I  had 
the  satisfaction  of  finishing  her  delivery.  She 
and  her  friends  were  very  much  relieved  for 
she  had  heard  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  some 
medical  men  that  she  could  not  go  through 
the  parturition  safely  after  such  an  accident. 
There  was  nothing  unusual  attending  gesta- 

tion. She  says  this  is  her  tenth  pregnancy, 
and  the  easiest  delivery  she  ever  had  ;  she 
generally  had  had  difficult  deliveries.  Two 
of  her  children  had  been  still-born  in  conse- 

quence of  protracted  and  difficult  labor. 
Within  the  last  fifteen  years  I  have  not  hesi- 

tated to  use  the  forceps  at  the  proper  time  in 
reference  to  giving  ergot ;  it  is  much  more 
umane  and  altogether  more  safe.  When  the 

forceps  are  applied,  the  danger  from  rupture 
of  the  uterus  is  passed,  and  by  skillful  ti  action 
and  manipulation  during  each  pain,  the  suf- 

fering of  the  woman  is  very  much  lessened, 
but  the  effect  of  ergot  in  increasing  the  uterine 
contractions  is  sometimes  too  horrid  to  con- 

template, and  I  shall  never  use  it  again  for 
such  a  purpose.  I  have  practiced  obstetrics 
in  general  practice  for  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  and  attended  about  fifteen  hundred 
cases  of  parturition,  but  never  met  with  a  case 
of  rupture  of  the  uterus  before,  and  I  think 
this  accident  would  not  have  occurred  in  the 
present  case  in  the  hands  of  a  scientific  prac- 
titioner. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  cases  I  find 
reported  in  the  journals  and  works  on  mid^ 
wifery  have  proved  fatal.  Very  few  who  have 
reported  cases  have  resorted  to  the  abdomi- 

nal section. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices, 

NOTES  OX  BOOKS. 

We  have  received  the  following  brochures  : 
 Clinical  Observations  on  the  Dementia 

and  the  Hemiplegia  of  Syphilis.  By  M.  H. 
Henry,  M.  D. ;  reprinted  from  the  American 
Journal  of  SypJiihgraphy  and  Dermatology. 

 -Diagram  showiug  the  aggregate  mor- 
tality in  the  United  States,  by  age  and  sex, 

constructed  from  392;82L  deaths,  returned  and 
recorded  for  the  year  ending  June  1st,  1861, 
by  J.  M.  Toner,  M.  D. 

 Diagram  bowing  sthe  ages  at  which  an 
excess  of  one  sex  over  the  other  exists  in  the 
different  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  constructed  from  data  given  in  the 
census  report  of  1860.  By  J.  M.  Toner,  M.  D. 

 Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  1871. 

 Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Penn- 

sylvania Training  School  for  Feeble-minded 
Children,  Media,  Delaware  county.  1872. 

 Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  1872. 
 Catalogue  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege. 1872. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Transactions  cf  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 

North  Carolina,  held  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  May 

1871.   1  vol-,  paper,  pp.  57. 

This  pamphlet  contains  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting,  the  address  of  the  president,  Dr.  R. 
L.  Payne,  and  several  brief  articles  of  scien- 

tific merit.   Dr.  Robert  J.  Hicks  reports  a 
case  of  scleroderma  and  two  of  empyema 

cured  by  paracentesis.   Dr.  E.  Burke  Hay- 
wood describes  an  operation  for  traumatic 

aneurism  of  the  superficial  palmar  arch  ;  an- 
other for  vesico-vaginal  fistula.    The  use  of 

bromide  of  potassium  in  violent  cerebral  ex- 
citement is  illustrated  by  Dr.  W.  T.  Cheat- 

ham ;  and  Dr.  Willis  Allston,  of  Warren- 
ton,  describes  a  case  of  glioma  of  the  retina. 

The  volume  would  have  been  improved  if, 
instead  of  the  advertisements  inserted,  or  in 
addition  to  them,  the  committee  on  publica- 

tion had  printed  a  table  of  contents  or  an  index 
or  both. 

E 
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6.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  D.  G.  BRINTON,  M.  D. ,  Editors. 
fly  Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 

Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 

quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 
Tation,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

t&~  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

fly  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fun<  of  infor- 
mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 

The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  correspondents. 

TO  WHAT   EXTENT  ARE  PHYSICIANS 
RESPONSIBLE  FOR  DRTJNKENN  ESS  ? 

On  page  217  ot  this  volume  of  the  Bepor- 
ter  will  be  found  a  statement  signed  by  three 
three  hundred  physicians  of  London,  to  the 
effect  that  they  believe  that  the  prescription 
of  alcoholic  liquids  by  medical  men  often  gives 
rise  to  the  formation  of  intemperate  habits. 

In  the  Chicago  Medical  Examiner,  February 

1, 1872,  Professor  N".  S.  Davis,  the  editor,  uses 
the  following  language  in  some  comments  on 
the  above-mentioned  statement : 

"We  were  long  since  convinced  that  the 
medical  profession  are  largely  responsible  for 
all  the  evils  flowing  from  the  use  of  alcoholic 
drinks  among  civilized  nations.  That  the 
habit  of  recommending  patients  to  take  some 
one  of  the  alcoholic  drinks,  without  careful 
limits  as  to  time  and  quantity,  has  been  the 
direct  means  of  starting  an  appetite  that  has 

led  many  to  the  drunkard's  goal,  is  doubtless 
true.  But  the  custom,  so  generally  indulged 
in  by  the  members  of  the  profession  every- 

where, of  speaking  of  these  drinks  as  restora. 
tive,  supporting  and  stimulant,  in  their  daily 
intercourse  with  all  classes  of  society,  has  im- 

pressed these  erroneous  ideas  indelibly  upon 
the  public  mind;  and  no  amount  of  either 
moral  or  legal  suasion  will  stop  the  habits  of 
drinking  and  consequent  drunkenness,  until 
our  profession  reverses   its  teaching  and 

thoroughly  revises  its  practice  in  regard  to 

these  agents." 
On  the  other  hand,  we  quoted  not  long  since 

from  Dr.  George  M.  Beard's  excellent  little 
work  on  "  Stimulants  and  Narcoties"  his 
opinion,  formed  after  a  careful  investigation 

of  the  subject,  and  corroborated  by  the  con- 
current testimony  of  Prof.  Austin  Flint,  and 

other  distinguished  practitioners,  that  persons 
are  very  rarely  indeed  led  to  the  habit  of 
drunkenness  by  alcoholic  medicines. 

Of  course,  the  ultra-temperance  advocates, 
who  are  notoriously  regardless  of  the  way  they 
deal  with  facts,  assaulted  him  unmercifully. 

A  prominent  writer  and  orator  uses  these 
words  in  a  notice  of  the  book  in  the  New 

York  Evangelist : 

"  A  thorough-bred  physician  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, who  has  made  a  special  study  of 

'  Toxicology,'  pronounces  Dr.  Beard's  volume 
sophistical  on  some  points,  and  hurtful  in  its 
general  tendency.  Have  we  not  had  quite 
enough  treatises  lately,  which  are  calculated 
to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  dram-drinkers  ? 
There  is  a  growing  impression  in  the  minds 
of  thoughtful  and  conscientious  people  that 
the  medical  profession  have  had  quite  too 
large  a  share  in  the  manufacture  of  drunkards, 

and  this  unhappy  book  of  Dr.  Beard's  will 
only  deepen  that  impression." 

Equally  of  course,  when  Dr.  Beard  applied 
to  that  paper  for  permission  to  rebut  this  false 

and  flippant  description  of  his  views,  his  re- 
quest was  denied.  Pulpit  orators  are  very  un- 

willing to  give  up  the  freedom  from  contradic- 
tion they  enjoy  in  their  sermons,  and  if  they  can 

control  a  newspaper,  a  community,  or  a  coun- 
try, they  rarely  fail  to  insist  on  maintaining  that 

dearly  beloved  and  very  agreeable  privilege. 

That  their  views  may  be  incorrect  and  unfair 

to  other  professions  is  a  possibility  they  will 
neither  contemplate  nor  concede.  As  one  of 
the  most  eminent  of  them  has  no  less  wisely 

than  wittily  said  :  "  Orthodoxy  is  my  doxy  ; 

heterodoxy  is  other  people's  doxy." 
.  Now  if  physicians  deserve  the  censure  con- 

veyed by  Dr.  Davis  and  the  London  signers 
to  the  statement  above  referred  to,  we  sin- 
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cerely  hope  they  will  take  it  home  to  them- 
selves and  profit  by  it. 

Whether  they  do  or  do  not  deserve  it,  is  a 

question  of  fact  which  it  would  be  well  to  set- 
tle first  before  they  change  their  therapeutics. 

This  question  we  shall  proceed  now  to  discuss. 
In  our  own  practice  we  have  prescribed 

alcohol  in  various  f^rms  freely,  that  is,  in 
many  hundred  cases.  Of  course,  many  such 

cases  passed  from  our  sight,  but  of  those  who 
are  still  known  to  us,  not  one  his  become  a 

drunkard  in  consequence  of  our  administering 
those  agents.  We  cannot  say  the  same  of 
opium,  and  we  have  learued  to  be  cautious 
about  recommending  its  use,  lest  a  dangerous 
habit  of  abuse  be  contracted. 

We  have  casually  asked  several  physicians 

their  views  on  the  subject,  and  we  have  found 
none  yet  who  confessed  that  they  had  created 
drunkards  by  their  remedies. 

Better  sources  of  information  are  reports  of 

inebriate  asylums.  In  Dr.  Joseph  Parrish's 
excellent  essay  00  the  classification  of  inebri- 

ates (noticed  in  the  Reporter,  current  vol- 

ume, page  172),  that  careful  student  of  ine- 
briety and  its  exciting  causes  enters  very 

fully  into  the  habits  and  incidents  that  lead 
to  the  habit.  His  statements  are  not  opinions 

merely  but  a  transcript  of  the  records  of  hun- 
dreds of  lives  darkened  by  this  misfortune. 

They  nowhere  mention  the  prescription  of  al- 
coholic medicines  by  regular  physicians  as  a 

cause.  They  do,  however,  include  "quack  med- 
icines," the  "  bitters  "  and  "  tonics,"  which 

encourage  tippling  under  specious  pretext?. 

Dr.  Parrish  says  "  the  following  reasons 
are  constantly  urged  by  inebriates  and  their 
friends  as  reasons  for  the  use  of  intoxicants, 

namely:  'loss  of  property/  'intense  study,' 
1  domestic  difficulties,'  '  political  excitement,' 
'intense  application  to  business,'  '  disappoint- 

ed expectations,"  ■*  want  of  employment,' 
'use  of  quack  medicines,' 'mental  anxiety,' 
etc.,  etc. 

"  Who  of  us  does  not  immediately  recognize 
these  as  among  the  commonly  reputed '  causes' 
of  the  intemperance  of  those  who  seek  the 
shelter  of  the  institutions  under  our  care  ?" 

Another  witness  whom  we  can  call  to  tes- 

tify to  similar  effect  is  Dr.  Paluel  de  Mar- 
mon,  of  New  York.  In  a  well-considered 
pamphlet  we  have  lately  received  from  him 
on  the  subject  of  the  moral  and  criminal  re- 

sponsibility of  inebriates  ("  Medico-Legal  Con- 
siderations upon  Alcoholism")  he  says  : 

"When  we  want  to  treat  a  disease  we  al- 
ways try  to  fiud  its  cause.  When  this  last  is 

found  it  is  often  an  indication  for  the  treat- 
ment. 

"  Now,  in  ninety  cases  out  of  a  hundred 
drunkenness  is  first  contracted  by  imitation 
and  politeness ;  for  it  is  considered  very  im- 

polite by  some  individuals  to  refuse  to  drink 
when  invited  to  join  in.  It  soon  becomes  a 
habit,  and  then  constitutes  one  of  the  moat 
incurable  diseases.  Every  additional  glass  is 

one  more  stitch  in  that  other  JSessus'  tunic, 
called  chronic  alcoholism,  and  for  which,  when 
once  entangled  in  its  folds,  it  is  impossible  to 
come  -out,  aud,  Hercules-like,  the  drunkard^ 
dies  in  the  most  wretched  agony." 

In  the  ten  per  cent,  remaining  we  must 
look  for  all  the  victims  of  the  doctors,  as  well 

as  those  overcome  by  other  influences.  Clearly 

Dr.  De  Marmon  is  not  one  of  the  "  thorough- 
bred" species  of  physicians  who  prompt  the 

Evangelist. 
Those  who  would  investigate  the  subject 

closely  must  not  take  the  drunkard's  word  at 
once.  He  is  ever  ready  to  shift  the  responsi- 

bility, and  to  blame  others  for  the  disgrace  he 

ha3  brought  upon  himself.  As  Dr.  Beard 

very  justly  remarks  : 
"For  years  one  may  indulge  in  secret 

drinking,  without  the  knowledge  of  wife  or 
child,  of  parent  or  brother.  When,  finally,, 
the  habit  has  become  a  tyrant,  and  the  man! 
reels  in  public  shame  to  his  door,  and  before 
the  eyes  of  trusted  friends,  the  temptation  to 

supplement  drunkenness  by  lying  and  slan- 
der, and  to  attribute  all  his  woes  to  some 

medical  prescription  that  may  or  may  not 
have  been  given  him  during  the  previous 
quarter  or  half  century  of  his  life,  is  so  great 
that  it  is  no  wonder  it  is  so  frequently  yielded 

to." 

We  shalL  be  pleased  to  have  the  results  of 
the  observations  of  such  of  our  readers  as  can 
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give  us  reliable  recirds  on  this  momentous 

question.  And  we  assure  all  that  even  if 
their  records  conflict  with  our  own  views 

they  sLall  not  be  suppressed— an  example  we 
propose  to  set  for  some  other  journals,  which 
speak  more  than  we  do  of  the  beauties  of 
truth  and  fairness. 

THE  UNITY  AND  GENESIS  OF  DISEASES 

One  of  the  most  serious  objections  to  the 

exclusively  practical  and  experimental  method 
of  studies  now  adopted  in  natural  science  is 

that  the  lessons  of  hi-tory  are  disregarded. 
Indeed  who,  nowadays,  cares  anything  about 
the  past  of  science  ?  There  is  not  to  our 

knowledge  a  single  professor  or  teacher  of 
the  history  of  medicine  in  America.  There  is 

not  in  American  medical  literature  a  single 
volume  on  the  history  of  disease. 

As  a  consequence  of  this  ignorance,  much 
thought  and  labor  are  thrown  away  upon 
medical  researches  as  useless  or  as  hopeless  as 
the  quest  of  a  perpetual  motion. 

Take  for  example  the  subject  of  the  "  unity 
of  disease,"  an  inquiry  which  has  exercised 
the  brains  of  semi-scientific  students  time  out 

of  mind.  Yet  the  clear  insight  of  the  father 

of  medicine,  Hippocrates  himself,  recog- 
nized its  futility,  and  he  distinctly  declared  its 

attainment  impossible,  saying  that  the  pro- 
cesses of  nature  resemble  a  circle,  without 

beginning  and  without  end,  and  of  which  the 
human  eye  can  never  see  but  a  portion.  Only 

in  the  tract  "  On  Airs,"  falsely  attributed  to 
him,  is  the  proximate  principle  of  morbid 
phenomena  stated,  and  with  what  weakness 
may  be  seen  from  the  following  extract. 
The  nature  of  all  diseases  is  the  same;  they 

differ  only  in  their  seat.  Their  essence  is 
one,  and  so  is  the  cause  that  produces  them. 
But  what  is  this  cause  ?  This  I  shall  explain 

It  is  the  air,  the  breath." 
Such  vague  dreaming  is  not  one  whit  wider 

the  mark  than  the  theory  of  Dr.  Dickson, 

enunciated  some  forty  years  ago,  that  all  dis- 
eases arise  from  a  disturbance  of  the  electri- 

cal cond  ition  of  the  brain  leading  to  an  aug- 
mentation or  diminution  in  the  movements 

of  the  constituent  atoms  of  the  body.  This, 

too,  we  are  ready  to  laugh  at.  But  we  at- 

tend gravely  and  accept  almost  without  ques- 
tion the  so-called  demonstrations  of  the  fash- 

ionable theory  of  the  day,  that  all  disease 

arises  from  germs.  It  may  be  that  our  chil- 
dren will  laugh  at  that.  . 

Any  search  for  the  primal  cause  of  disease 
is  contrary  to  sound  reasoning.  We  never 
search  first  causes  in  studying  nature.  Lea«t 
of  all  should  we  waste  time  in  such  endeavors 

in  medicine.  Any  possible  unity  must  be  one 

of  two  kinds — a  unity  of  phenomena,  or  else, 
to  borrow  a  theological  expression,  a  hyposta- 
tical  unity,  a  oneness  of  nature,  but  exhibited 
under  diverse  phenomena. 

Now  the  veriest  tyro  in  the  logic  of  science 
must  see  that  any  such  unity  as  this  latter 

cannot  be  discovered  by  observation  and  ex- 
periment, which  deal  with  phenomena  solely. 

We  are  thus  thrown  back  on  the  former  possi- 
bility. Here  the  practical  difficulty  meets  us 

of  estimating  the  relative  value  of  morbid 

phenomena.  They  are  infinitely  various;  as 

the  medical  historian  Renouard  justly  re- 
marks, and  as  every  young  practitioner  learns 

to  his  cost  as  soon  as  he  leaves  the  lecture 

room  for  the  bedside,  "  Nature  perhaps  never 
produces  two  morbid  states  absolutely  identi- 

cal." 

Within  the  present  century  we  have  seen 
eminent  teachers  diametrically  opposed  on 

the  value  of  the  most  prominent  symptoms. 
Pinel,  for  example,  regards  periodicity  as  so 
subordinate  and  secondary  a  characteristic  of 
fever  that  he  leaves  it  out  of  account  alto- 

gether; while  Dr.  Dickson  estimated  it  as 
that  beyond  all  others  most  important,  and 
sees  it  in  gout,  toothache,  and  every  other 
complaint. 

In  fact,  the  question  of  the  unity  of  disease 

is  in  the  same  category  with  those  of  the  uni- 
ty of  the  human  race,  and  of  languages.  No 
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judicious  ethnologist  or  linguist  now  writes  on 
those  questions. 

But  this  does  not  prevent  the  study  of  the 
historical  genesis  of  individual  diseases,  and 

groups  of  disease,  being  possible,  profit- 
able and  eminently  praiseworthy.  Indeed, 

this  study,  if  better  understood  and  more  sedu- 
lously cultivated,  would  throw  a  most  desirable 

light  on  practical  medicine. 

We  shall  illustrate  our  meaning  by  one  of 
the  best  known  and  sharply  defined  groups  of 
diseases— the  exanthemita.  We  venture  to 

say  that  the  large  majority  of  our  readers  con- 
sider these  maladies— measies,  scarlet  fever, 

small-pox,  and  chicken-pox— as  positively 
distinct  in  nature  and  origin  as  is  possible. 
They  can  even  remember  that  this  and  that 
learned  investigator  has  announced  that  he 

has  discovered  the  identical  fungus  peculiar  to 
each,  and  the  cause  of  each. 

Yet  there  is  no  fact  more  positively  proven 

in  the  history  of  disease  than  that  all  the  ex- 
anthemata are  variations  from  one  original 

type.  They  have  all  arisen  within  the  period 
of  modern  European  history ;  they  can  be 
traced  back  unmistakably  to  an  epoch  when 
all  their  forms  were  blended  in  ono,  from 
which  they  differentiated  as  time  progressed 
influenced  by  varied  surroundings,  and  vari 
ous  constitutions.  A  conscientious  study  of 
their  fluctuations  and  gradual  growth  into  the 
forms  in  which  we  now  know  them,  would  be 

one  of  the  most  suggestive  and  fruitful  con- 
tributions which  could  be  made  to  medical  lite- 

rature. As  Sydenham  remarked:  " Non 
possunt  prcesentes  morbi  eognosci,  nisi  ex  pre 

terita  temporum  constitution  e." 
There  is  neither  sameness  nor  oneness  in 

disease.  The  "change  of  type"  which  has 
been  the  theme  of  so  much  barren  discussion, 
has  forever  been  and  will  forever  be  going  on. 
There  is  no  permanence  in  symptoms,  for 

there  is  none  in  the  morbid  states  which  give 
them  origin.  Here  as  elsewhere  throughout 

the  realms  of  nature  is  an  endless  fluctuation, 
a  ceaseless  changing,  a  constant  welling  up  of 

new  and  strange  forms,  an  equally  constant 

disappearance  of  familiar  characteristics : 
'  Ein  ewiges  Meer, 
Ein  wechselnd'  Weben. 

THE  PKESBYTERIilf  HOSPITAL, 

In  speaking  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospitai 

of  this  city  a  few  weeks  since,  we  estimated 
the  value  of  the  property  donated  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Saunders  and  his  wife  at  $50,000.  We 
have  since  learned  that  its  value  is  much  nearer 

$150,000. 
The  alterations  and  repairs  to  the  buildings 

intended  to  be  used  temporarily  for  the  Pres- 
byterian Hospital  are  being  rapidly  carried  on 

under  the  supsrvision  of  the  committee,  of 
which  Rev.  William  O.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  is 

chairman,  and  it  is  expected  they  will  be 
ready  for  occupation  in  about  one  month. 
Plans  for  the  new  building  were  laid  before 
the  ministerial  association  at  their  meeting 

on  the  25th. 

The  indefatigable  agent,  Rev.  Dr.  Saun- 
ders, having  thus  fulfilled  his  first  engage- 

ment to  collect  $100,000,  and  got  the  institu- 
tion in  a  fair  way  to  be  opened  for  the  recep- 
tion of  patients  within  a  month,  now  proposes, 

we  understand,  to  collect  a  fund  of  $600,000, 
to  erect  appropriate  permanent  buildings,  in 
anticipation  of  the  centennial  celebratiou  of 

1876. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Promotion. 

We  take  pleasure  in  announcing  that  Dr.  J. 
H.  Baxter,  for  some  time  assistant  medical 
purveyor,  has  been  promoted  to  the  position 
of  chief  medical  purveyor,  U.  S.  A.,  and  con- 

firmed in  that  position  by  the  Senate.  This  is 
a  position  of  great  responsibility,  as  the  chief 
medical  purveyor  has  supervision  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  purchase  of  medical 
and  hospital  supplies  for  the  army.  This 
tribute  to  a  deserving  officer,  as  well  as  to  the 
volunteer  medical  staff  of  the  late  war,  is  very 
gratifying,  as  Dr.  Baxter  was  the  only  one 
of  their  number  who  was  selected  for  a  higher 
position  than  assistant  surgeon  in  the  regular 
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the  close  of  the  war,  and  his  selection  for  this 
position  is  an  admirable  one. 

We  understand  that  the  promotion  will  not 
interfere  with  the  completion  of  the  report  of 
the  medical  statistics  of  the  provost  marshal 

general's  bureau,  now  being  prepared  by  Dr. 
Baxter,  and  nearly  completed. 

Correspondence. 

FOREIGN. 

Medical  Study  in  London. 

London,  February,  1872. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

For  the  practical  study  of  medicine  Lon- 
don, doubtless,  excells  auy  other  city  in  the 

world.  The  number  and  varied  character  of 
the  hospitals,  the  great  amount  of  clinical 
material  constantly  presenting  itself  at  these 
institutions,  and  the  wide  reputation  of  the 
physicians  and  surgeons  in  charge,  constitute 
for  the  medical  student  a  rare  embarras  de 
richesses. 

After  he  has  made  his  first  grand  round  of 
observation,  two  puzzling  questions  come  up 
for  consideration :  in  what  direction  tofirst  turn 
his  attention,  and  how  be^t  to  systematize  his 
time,  too  short  for  the  numerous  demands  upon 
it.  The  answers  will,  of  course ,  vary  with  the 
particular  objects  in  view  in  each  individual 
case.  Every  one  will  find  abundant  food  for 
eith  r  special  or  general  study.  Access  is 
readily  had  to  the  hospitals,  lectures,  mu- 

seums and  libraries. 
The  cost  of  living  in  London,  for  a  medical 

student  or  practitioner  stopping  here  for 
study,  is  not  less  than  in  Philadelphia,  con- 

trary to  the  general  opinion.  I  doubt,  indeed, 
whether  the  latter  is  not  the  cheaper  city.  It 
certainly  was  before  the  war.  I  have  con- 

versed on  this  subject  with  several  American 
physicians,  who  have  been  here  for  some  time 
visiting  the  hospitals,  and  they  all  agree  that 
it  is  not  possible  to  lodge  and  board  for  a  less 
price  than  in  our  own  large  cities.  This  fact, 
to  prevent  disappointment,  should  be  borne 
in  mind  by  those  who  look  forward  to  benefit- 

ing themselves  by  the  immense  clinical  ad- 
vantages of  this  great  city. 

To  the  young  physician  of  some  years 
practice,  a  few  months  spent  in  London  cannot 
fail  to  be  of  great  interest  and  profit.  He  may 
be  quite  sure  of  a  cordial  reception  and  open 
doors.  It  is  par  icularly  in  connection  with 
the  "  out  patient "  department  of  the  hospitals 
that  he  will  find  unequaled  opportunities 
extended  him.  The  "  out-patients"  are  those 
who  visit  the  hospital  for  treatment,  as  distin- 

guished from  those  who  have  beds  in  the 
hospital.  They  are,  of  course,  therefore,  all 
walking  cases.  Each  day  there  is  in  atten- 

dance, in  turn,  ore  of  the  physicians  or  sur- 
geons of  the  hospital  to  meet  them.  This 

physician,  who  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  his  department  in  London,  examines 
and  treats,  as  if  at  his  own  private  office,  with 
the  aid  of  his  assistants,  each  patient,  a  task  of 
imny  hours.  An  American  of  industrious  hab- 

its, and  possessed  of  some  experience,  can  read- 
ily associate  himself  with  tha  physicians  of  a 

number  of  hospitals,  not  as  a  spectator,  but  as 
an  assistant.  He  will  thus  acquire  in  a  short 
time  a  practical  training,  under  the  best  auspi- 

ces, in  investigating  cases,  and  a  close  insight 
into  current  therapeutics  and  surgery,  which 
will  amply  repay  him  for  his  outlay  of  time  and 
money  in  crossing  the  Atlantic.  These  re- 

marks are  especially  true  of  new  and  venereal 
diseases,  diseases  of  the  eye,  of  the  heart  and 
lungs,  and  of  women. 

The  surgical  clinics  are  conducted  here,  as 
a  rule,  with  much  less  attention  to  demonstra- 

tion than  in  our  own  hospitals  and  colleges. 
For  instance,  at  a  clinic  of  Sir  Wm.  Fergus- 

on's, which  I  have  just  attended  at  King's 
College  Hospital,  he  scarcely  addressed  a  score 
of  sentences  to  the  class  during  the  hour  in 
which  he  operated  for  fistula  in  ano,  hair -lip 
and  cancer  of  the  breast.  What  little  was 
said  in  each  case  was  after  the  operation, 
which  was  immediately  commenced,  so  soon 
as  the  patient  was  brought  in  and  chloro- 

formed, without  a  preliminary  word  as  to  the 
diagnosis  or  history.  Sir  Wm.  Ferguson  I 
may  mention,  en  passant,  most  strickingly  re- 

sembles in  form  and  feature  Prof  Gross  T 
The  seats  in  the  lecture  and  clinical  theaters 

are  somewhat  differently  arranged  from  those 
in  our  own  colleges.  In  most  instances  there 
is  no  support  for  the  back.  They  are  all  fur- 

nished with  elevated  seats  against  which  one 
can  lean  while  standing,  the  position  of  most 
of  the  class  during  an  operation. 

Details  in  regard  to  methods  of  medical  in- 
struction and  study  in  London  I  reserve  for 

future  letters.       Geo.  H.  Napheys,  M.  D. 

DOMESTIC. 

A  Case  of  Triplets. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

I  observe  in  the  Reporter  of  February 
24th  an  article  from  Dr.  Crampton  on  trip- 

lets. As  I  have  lately  had  a  case  which  dif- 
fers from  anything  under  my  charge  for 

twenty  years,  and  as  it  is  these  odd  casesthat 
most  interest  us,  I  have  thought  it  might  be 
worth  while  to  state  it  briefly : 
February  1st  I  was  called,  while  eating 

my  breakfast,  to  attend  Mrs.  M.,  a3t.  32,  in  her 
third  confinement.  It  being  a  ten  mile  ride, 
when  I  arrived  I  was  cold,  and  while  warm- 
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ing  myself  I  asked  the  midwife  in  attendance 
to  tell  me  what  she  knew  of  the  case.  For  a 
reply  she  reached  under  the  bed  and  brought 
out  a  dead  fetus,  shrunken  and  nearly  black, 
which,  she  said,  had  been  expelled  before 
daylight ;  that  there  was  only  a  slight  pain  at 
the  time,  and  concluded  by  saying  there  had 
been  no  pain  since,  and  all  that  was  wanted 
of  me  was  to  remove  the  placenta.  The 
mother  now  spoke  and  said  there  was  a  mo- 

tion yet.  As  I  ran  my  finger  up  the  cord  she 
was  taken  with  a  violent  pain,  and  as  the 
membrane  soon  became  very  tense  I  rup- 

tured, and  about  a  pint  of  liquor  escaped. 
Supposing  the  second  stage  had  commenced  I 
waited  half  an  hour,  and  as  there  was  no  pain 
I  again  passed  my  finger  up  the  cord,  when 
she  felt  another  pain,  and  I  encountered 
another  set  of  membranes,  which  I  ruptured. 
Another  half  hour  of  idleness  passed,  and  then 
another  act,  exactly  like  the  two  last,  and  the 
head  came  down,  and  again  everything  was 
quiet  and  easy. 

I  tried  for  two  hours  to  induce  a  pain  with- 
out success  ;  it  seemed  every  particle  of  mois- 
ture had  gone;  so  I  delivered  with  forceps, 

after  waiting  my  usual  time.  The  placenta 
was  adherent,  and  in  delivering  it  I  found 
there  was  a  curious  shape  to  the  fundus,  but  I 
brought  away  my  hand  with  a  single  placenta 
and  two  cords  attached ;  the  first  one  of  course 
much  shriveled.  Now  comes  the  strangest 
part.  I  again  inserted  my  hand  where  the 
fundus  ought  to  be,  when  I  came  to  a  stricture 
that  reminded  me  of  a  string  tied  around  a 
sack.  By  pressing  gently  with  the  index 
finger  I  soon  had  in  my  grasp  the  toes  of  an- 

other child,  which  I  did  not  loose  until  it  was 
born.  There  were  no  fluids,  nor  lochia,  nor 
even  a  placenta  for  this  last  child.  The  moth- 

er did  not  lose  over  four  ounces  of  blood,  and 
has  made  a  good  recovery.  The  children  were 
five  months,  and  the  two  lived  two  or  three 
hours.  The  first  was  a  male  and  the  others 
were  females. 

This  is  the  first  time  I  ever  knew  a  child  to 
have  a  portion  of  the  uterus  set  off  for  itself, 
and  in  such  an  unheard-of  manner.  I  nearly 
forgot  to  state  that  this  last  child  had  a  cord 
eight  or  ten  inches  long  ;  if  it  reached  through 
the  strictures  and  was  attached  to  the  placenta 
it  escaped  my  notice. 

J.  Butts,  M.  D. 
Onawa,  Iowa,  March  8,  1872. 

On  Stiffening  after  Fractures. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
The  closing  remarks  of  Prof.  D.  Hayes 

Agnew,  in  his  lectures  on  fractures  of  the 
radius  and  ulna,  as  reported  in  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter,  vol.  xxvi.  No.  6, 
February  10,  1872,  page  117,  have  interested 
me  very  deeply,  as  I  have  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  a  fracture  of  the  humerus,  which  has 
been  followed  by  stiffening  of  the  wrist,  thumb 
and  fingers,  in  opposition  to  all  passive 

motion,  friction,  warm  douches,  warm  bathing 
and  stimulants. 
With  all  deference  to  the  teachings  and 

opinions  of  Prof.  Agnew,  I  may  venture  to 
suppose  that  the  same  morbid  action  which 
caused  stiffening  in  my  case,  often,  if  not  gen- 

erally, causes  stiffening  in  fractures  of  the 
radius  and  ulna;  and  as  the  forearm,  wrist 
and  hand,  including  thumb  and  fingers  in  my 
case,  received  no  injury,  I  cannot  believe  that 
"  inflammatory  adhesions  of  the  tendons"  have 
taken  place  ;  and  yet,  the  state  of  the  joints 
is,  to  all  appearance  and  so  far  as  I  am  able 
to  judge,  precisely  like  that  which  is  often 
produced  by  fracture  of  the  radius  and  ulna. 

In  my  case  the  hand  and  forearm,  soon  after 
the  fracture  of  the  humerus,  became  much 
swollen,  hot,  red,  painful  and  sore  or  tender, 
so  that  careless  handling  and  even  gentle  pas- 

sive movement  of  the  joints  caused  extreme 
suffering,  and  this  state  continued,  with  little 
abatement,  for  weeks  and  months.  It  is  now 
six  months  since  the  fracture  took  place,  and 
the  temperature  of  both  hands  is  about  alike 
at  present. 

The  medical  gentlemen  who  have  examined 
my  case,  and  among  them  three  or  four  pro- 

fessed surgeons,  one  of  whom  is  a  distinguish- 
ed professor,  attribute  the  heat,  redness, swell- 

ing and  pain  to  impaired  function  of  the  gan- 
glionic or  sympathetic  nerve  supplying  the 

parts  affected. 
That  the  ganglionic  nerve  was  affected  by  the 

fractured  bone  seems  highly  probable,  since 
some  of  the  filaments  of  the  sentient  and  mo- 

tor nerves  were  evidently  injured.  The  thumb 
is  somewhat  benumbed  and  the  index  finger 
was  so  for  a  month  or  more.  All  the  muscles 
which  extended  the  hand  and  the  first  phalanx 
of  the  fingers  are  now  entirely  paralyzed, 
while  the  extensors  of  the  second  and  third 
phalanges  are  not  so  in  the  least  degree,  nor 
are  any  of  the  flexor  muscles. 

The  joints  of  the  hand  are  still  inclined  to 
become  stiff,  and  the  soreness  seems  likely  to 
remain  until  the  joints  become  anchylosed, 
when  they  will  be  easy,  I  hope,  but  useless. 

P.  M.,M.  D. 
New  Rochelle,  N.  T.?  March  16, 1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

 At  the  recent  commencement  of  the 
Chicago  Medical  College  there  were  twenty- 
two  graduates,  one  of  the  largest  classes  that 
has  ever  left  the  institution. 

 Seven  women  doctors  graduated  from 
the  New  England  Female  Medical  College  at 
its  recent  commencement.  It  is  said  that  the 
college  was  never  in  so  flourishing  and  favor- 

able a  position  as  at  the  present  time,  but  it 
needs  liberal  aid  to  complete  the  payment  for 
its  new  building,  and  meet  other  liabilities. 
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 The  fifty-first  annual  commencement 
of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  took 
place  on  Friday,  March  15th.  The  degree  of 
Graduate  in  Pharmacy  was  conferred  on  59 
graduates.  Prof.  J.  M.  Maisch  delivered  the 
valedictory  address.  At  the  close  of  the  ad- 

dress a  very  fine  balance  was  presented  to  the 
college  by  the  graduating  class. 

 The  forty- second  annual  commence- 
ment of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy, 

was  held  Tuesday  evening,  March  19th,  in 
Association  HaU.  Prof.  William  Hegeman, 
president  of  the  college,  presided,  and  con- 

ferred the  degree  of  Graduate  in  Pharmacy 
on  nine  students.  Prof.  Chandler  delivered 
the  valedictory  address.  The  prizes  were 
distributed  as  follows :  First  prize,  $100, 
Augustine  G.  Caille;  second  prize,  $50,  to  J. 
H.  Tucker,  of  Baltimore,  who  also  won  the 
Alumni  Association  prize,  $50,  for  the  best 
thesis ;  third  prize,  $50 ,  to  Charles  F.  Bingler ,  of 
New  York;  fourth  prize,  $50,  to  Frank  S. 
Jones,  of  New  York,  who  also  won  the 
Squires  prize. 

 The  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental 
Surgery  in  this  city  recently  conferred  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery  upon  27 
graduates. 

 At  the  recent  commencement  of  the 
Philadelphia  Dental  College  there  were 
thirty-two  graduates. 

 A  Holt z  electric  machine,  one  of  the 
largest  and  probably  most  effective  in  the 
world,  was  forwarded  recently  to  the  Univer- 

sity of  Pennsylvania.  The  revolving-plate  is 
36  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  machine  is 
capable  of  giving  an  18-inch  spark,  which  will 
pierce  a  plate  of  glass  8i  inches  thick. 

 Dr.  Joseph  W.  Howe  has  been  ap- 
pointed Clinical  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 

Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  New 
York. 

 Dr.  W.  C.  Tilden,  professor  of  chemis- 
try in  the  Georgetown  University,  has  been 

elected  to  the  professorship  of  chemistry  in 
the  Howard  University. 

 Mrs.  Keep,  widow  of  the  late  Henry 
Keep,  of  New  York  city,  has  given  $100,000 
to  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  the  purpose  of 
enlarging  its  accommodations  and  making 
provision  for  the  reception  of  free  patients. 

 We  learn  that  the  University  of  New 
York  has  just  conferred  the  degree  of  LL.D., 
on  Dr.  Thomas  Nicholson,  of  New  Orleans, 
whose  editorship  of  the  weekly  scientific 
column  of  the  New  Orleans  Picayune  has 
furnished  so  much  interesting  and  valuable 
matter  to  the  readers  of  that  paper. 

Homicides  by  Insane  Persons. 

The  following  additional  instances  of  fatal 
suicidal  and  homicidal  mania  comes  under  our 
notice  this  week : 

Mary  Burdick,  aged  fifty  years,  committed 
suicide  while  insane,  o^  Sunday  night,  March 
17th,  by  drowning  herself  in  a  small  stream 
near  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
An  insane  German  in  St.  Louis,  August 

Schacht,  broke  his  wife's  skull  in  eight  pieces, 
yesterday,  with  a  heavy  iron  poker. 

 According  to  statistics  published  by  Dr. 
Everat,  a  French  physician,  the  following 
numbers  of  persons  die  annually  of  intemper- 

ance, viz. :  In  England,  50,000,  of  whom  12,000 
are  females;  in  Germany,  40.000;  in  Russia, 
15,000;  in  Belgium, 4,000  ;  in  Spain, 3,000;  in 
Itaiy,  1,800;  in  France,  1,500. 

MARRIED. 

Brown-Sequard--Carmsle.  In  Cincinnati,  March  14th, 
by  the  R-v.  Chauncey  Giles,  of  New  York,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  John  Goddard,  of  Cincinnati,  C.  E.  Brown-Sequard, M.  D.,  and  Miss  Maria  R.  Carlisle,  daughter  of  the  late 
George  Carlisle. Fish— Rogers.  At  Quincy,  111.,  March  18, 1872,  by  Rev. 
Sidney  Corbet,  Rector  of  St.  John's  church,  at  the  resi- 

dence of  the  bride's  fa  her,  James  D.  Fish,  of  Brooklyn, N.  Y.,  and  Belle,  daughter  of  S.  W.  Rogers,  M.  D. 
Gwynn— Hall.  On  the  22d  o?  February,  in  (he  M.  E. 

church,  in  Marshall,  Texas,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  R.  S.  Finley, 
Dr.  Gwynn,  of  Jefferson,  Texas,  and  Miss  Blanche  Hall,  of 
Harris Jn  county.  Texas. 

Hilli  a  rd — R  aught  on.  At  the  same  time  and  place, 
Dr.  Wa'ter  Hilliard,  and  Miss  Victoria  H.  Haughton,  both 
of  Harrison  county,  Texas. 
Lysle — Hays.  By  Rev.  W.  P.  Moore,  assisted  by  Rev. 

A.  D.  Clark,  D  D.,  March  5th,  Mr.  Addison  Lysle  and  Miss 
Maria  B.,  daughter  of  Dr.  Geo.  S.  Hays,  all  of  Alleghany 
City,  Pa. Meals— Graham.  By  Rev.  T.  J.  Milford,  Janury  23d, 
Dr.  "NT.  M.  Meals,  of  Callensburg,  Pa.,  and  Mis3  Jennie Graham,  of  West  Freedom,  Pa. 
Vandk.Rbeck— McDole.  March  19,  1872,  at  the  resi- 

dence of  the  bride's  parents,  by  Elder  F.  H.  Burbank, Cornelius  C.  Vanderbeck,  M.  D.,  of  Allentown,  N.  J.,  and 
Miss  Fannie  J.  McDole,  of  this  city. 
Wesseler — S^lete.  March  7,  1872,  by  the  Rev.  C.  E. 

Felton,  Dr.  F.  W.  Wesseler  and  Miss  Sophia  Splete,  both 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

DIED. 
Canfield.— At  West  Haven,  Conn.,  on  Saturday, 

March  16th,  of  pneumonia,  Mrs.  Lucy  Canfield,  aged  73 
years,  widow  of  the  late  Calvert  Canfield,  M.  D.,  of  Pleas- 

ant Valley,  Dutchess  county,  New  York. 
Dayton.— In  L».att*wan,  N.  J.,  March  17th,  Mrs.  Day- 

ton, -widow  of  the  late  Dr.  A.  B.  Davton. Doos  — On  Thursday,  21st  inst.,  Dr.  J.  Bovee  Dods,  in 
the  77th  year  of  his  age. Fowler  At  East  Fishkill.  on  Tuesday.  March  10th, 
of  pneumonia,  Theodore  Fowler,  M.  D.,  in  the  61st  year 
of  his  age. 
Haldeman — On  the  evening  of  the  19th  inst.,  Dr.  Ed- 

ward Haldeman. Letterman.— Dr.  Jonathan  Letterman,  Medical  Direc- 
tor of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  greater  part  of 

the  war,  late  Surgeon  General  on  the  staff  of  Governor 
Haight,  and  Coroner  of  San  Francisco,  and  eminent  officer 
and  distinguished  as  a  professional  man  and  patriot  sol- 

dier, died  recently  in  San  Francisco. 
Marshall  Dr.  E.  G.  Marshall,  Assistant  Surgeon  of 

Wisconsin  Insane  Asylum,  died  at  Madison,  Wis.,  on  the 
20th  instant,  after  a  painful  illness,  caused  by  post-mortem 
virus,  which  h^d  penetrated  his  system  through  a  wound 
in  the  finger  during  an  autopsy. 
Martin.— In  Magnolia,  Delaware,  March  13th,  Dr.  J.  A. 

Martin,  of  consumption ,  in  the  58th  year  of  hi3  age. 
Q tjigley. — In  Calcutta,  Ohio,  March  3d,  Dr.  Samuel 

Quigley,  aged  76  years.  He  graduated,  and  was  licensed 
to  practice  in  1817,  in  which  calling  he  labored  for  52years. 
Smith.— On  Thursday  morning,  March  21st,  at  the  resi- dence of  her  son-in-law,  Robert  Jaffray,  Emily  Meier, 

wife  of  Dr.  Albert  Smith,  of  New-Rochtl  e. 
Sutton.— On  Sunday  morning,  March  17th,  Harriet's A.,  wife  of  Dr.  Wm.  Sutton,  and  daughter  of  the  late  J.  J. 

I  Lockwood. 
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THE  RELATION  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN 
AND  DRUGGIST. 

Read  before  the  Central  District  Medical  Association  of 
of  Iowa. 

By  a  Member  in  Active  Practice. 

The  relation  of  the  physician  and  druggist 
is  exciting  attention  in  many  quarters.  In 
larger  cities  this  may  be  of  easy  adjustment, 
but  in  smaller  towns  the  annoyances  are  very 
great.  The  only  remedy,  almost,  that  can  be 
devised  is  to  go  back  to  the  primitive  fashion 
of  the  old  saddlebags  and  the  stock  of  drugs 
of  known  power  and  efficacy. 

In  the  town  in  which  I  reside  there  are  four 
drug  stores,  which  may  be  inventoried  as  fol- 

lows : 
Number  one  consists  of  the  odds  and  ends  of 

an  old  stock  of  twenty  years'  standing.  It  has 
had  almost  as  many  proprietors  as  it  has  years. 
Its  stock  is  kept  up  by  accretions,  added  ac- 

cording to  a  list  of  wants,  as  drawers  or  bottles 
become  empty,  or  until  some  wanting  article 
is  inquired  for.  Its  present  proprietor  was 
once  a  farmer,  then  went  into  the  grocery 
business,  then  shifted  his  stock  for  that  of 
drugs.  His  son  is  the  prescription  clerk.  He 
has  picked  up  knowledge  enough  to  decipher 
a  very  plainly  written  prescription,  and  can 
find  medicines,  provided  they  are  rightly  la- 
beled. 

Number  two  is  kept  by  a  late  carpenter.  He 
entered  into  the  business  with  a  physician,  but 

the  physician's  practice  taking  him  away  too 
much  from  the  shop,  hard  feelings  arose,  and 
Mr.  carpenter  bought  out  the  whole  concern. 
He  usually  employs  a  boy  picked  up  some- 

where on  the  street,  and  sometimes  fir  a 
month  or  so  an  old  clerk.  Usually  after  a 
month  or  so  boy  number  one  becomes  senior 
clerk,  to  some  other  uninstructed  junior. 

All  bis  stock  is  bought  with  regard  to  the 
lowest  price,  no  attention  being  paid  to  quality. 
One  would  find  by  purchasing  at  random  good 
specimens  of  spurious  or  adulterated  drugs,  as 
good  as  bought  in  this  market  anywhere. 
Number  three  is  owned  by  a  practicing 

physician,  and  carried  on  by  the  help  of  a 
medical  student.  His  stock  is  not  very  large, 
and  may  be  of  better  quality ;  his  shelves  are 
filled  out  with  all  the  quack  medicines  of  the 
day.  The  doctor  usually  wishes  to  know, 
when  a  prescription  is  brought  in,  who  made  it 
and  what  it  is  for,  and  is  not  usually  sparing 
of  his  advice  of  how  it  should  be  used,  or  for 
what  it  might  be  substituted,  and  tells  his 
boy  what  may  be  put  in  in  place  of  some  article 
that  is  not  in  his  stock. 
Number  four  is  owned  by  a  foreigner  who 

pretends  to  have  a  very  superior  knowledge 
of  the  business.  He  imports  all  his  medicines 
direct  from  Germany ;  he  looks  down  with 
contempt  on  the  presciptions  of  American 
physicians,  and  always  has  the  exact  article 
called  for,  although  the  name  on  the  package 

or  bottle  may  be  something  else.  '  O  jly  drug- 
gists who  have  served  their  time  in  the  old 

country  know  the  names  of  drugs."  He  makes 
frequent  prescriptions  for  all  who  ask  him, 
and  gives  much  gratuitous  advice.  A  doubt 
has  arisen  among  some  of  us  whether  this 
man  has  ever  before  been  anything  but  a 

"  saloon-keeper." 
There  is  one  thing  in  which  they  all  agree 

— in  their  charges.  For  a  simple  wash  of 
plumb  acet.  of  ̂ ij.,  50  cents ;  for  a  cough 
mixture  of  three  ingredients,  $1.00;  for  any 
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prescription,  from  50c.  to  $2.00,  according  to 
size  or  ability  of  the  purchaser.  A  man  co  mes 
to  me  with  inflamed  conjunctiva :  he  has  had 
a  bit  of  saw-dust  in  his  eye.  I  examine  it 
carefully,  and  find  that  the  particle  has  been 
washed  out ;  he  wants  a  simple  lotion.  I  pre- 

scribe a  wash  of  plumb,  act.,  gr.  xx.,  aquae 
dest.  3ij.;  he  pays  me  a  dollar  for  the  exami- 

nation, and  then  pays  from  50  cents  to  $1.00 
for  the  medicine,  and  is  not  quite  certain  then 
whether  he  gets  zinc,  or  lead,  or  mercury,  or 
neither.  A  person  comes  to  me  with  a  slight 

cold :  I  examine  and  prescribe  a  Dover's 
powder.  I  do  not  like  to  designate  which 
shop  he  shall  go  to.  Number  one  does  not 
know  what  pul.  ipecac,  et  opii  co.  means, 
and  therefore  is  just  out.  Number  two 
thinks  it  is  for  an  emetic,  and  the  customer 
thinks  not,  or  the  doctor  would  have  told 
him.  Number  three  is  not  at  band,  and  the 
student  thinks  customer  better  wait  until  the 
doctor  comes.  Number  four  puts  it  up,  but 
remarks  that  some  of  his  anti-periodic  back- 
action  drops  would  be  much  better ;  the  charge 
is  50  cent3. 

Mrs.  A.  has  chronic  bronchitis.  I  give  a 
prescription  that  hits  her  case  better  than 
anything  she  has  had.  She  gets  her  bottle 
refilled  at  No.  2,  who  is  her  neighbor,  and 
praises  it ;  he  recommends  it  to  all  his  custo- 

mers and  makes  up  a  large  quantity. 
The  same  prescription  goes  to  No.  3,  and  I 

find  my  friend,  the  doctor,  is  using  it  exten- 
sively, but  is  careful  to  tell  of  the  happy  effect 

his  combination  has.  The  assessor  claims 

from  No.  4  a  physician's  fee  for  license.  He 
claims  that  he  prescribes  only  proprietary 
medicines,  and  is  therefore  exempt;  being, 
however,  pressed  by  the  assessor  to  take 

out  a  physician's  license,  he  then  exhibits  it 
as  evidence  of  competency,  and  practices  on 
all  comers  who  do  not  require  him  to  go  out 
of  his  shop.  All  of  them  but  my  friend,  the 
doctor,  read  all  the  patent  medicine  pufi% 
and  retail  the  medicine  and  puffs  to  every 
one  who  will  buy  or  listtn,  beside*  keeping 
some  choice  bitters  for  the  alcoholic  thirsty, 
who  wish  to  keep  a  quiet  conscience. 

For  those  who  have  not  many  qualms  of 
conscience,  but  wish  to  conform  in  appearance 
to  the  strict  Maine  law  that  prevails,  all  of 
them  keep  an  a°sortment  of  liquors,  of  poorer 
quality  than  is  kept  in  the  lowest  saloon 
in  town.   These  are  sold  in  prescription 

bottles  or  drank  from  the  graduate  meas- 
ure, as  if  an  extemporaneous  prescription. 

Their  stock  consists  in  the  poorest  kind 
of  whisky  flavored  with  some  cheap  bitter 
drug ;  and  disguised  whisky,  with  turpentine 
and  juniper  in  it,  called  gin,  and  colored  whis- 

ky called  brandy,  and  elderberry  juice  and 
whisky  called  wine,  and  flavored  whisky 
called  rum.  Then  a  mixture  of  gentian  and 
aloes  and  red  saunders  and  whisky,  sold  under 
the  name  of  Hostetters  or  Plantation  or  Red- 
jacket  bitters.  If  not  made  up  by  them  it  is 
made  by  the  wholesale  liquor  seller  here  or 
in  a  neighboring  town.  These  extracts  are 
now  becoming  a  necessity  in  practice,  but  it 
is  essential  that  they  be  of  uniform  strength. 

Some  of  them  have  a  few  of  Tilden's,  but  even 
these  are  badly  kept,  corks  left  out  and  ex- 

posed to  the  light.  One  or  two  among  the 
number  have  taken  all  the  worthless  herbs 

found  in  stock,  and  made  an  attempt  to  con- 
coct them  into  fluid  extracts. 

It  is  not  dishonesty  altogether  that  makes 
them  sell  these  for  genuine  articles,  but  be- 

cause they  do  not  know  the  difference.  The 
stock  of  each  differs  in  quality,  so  that  I  must 
make  a  personal  inspection  of  every  thing  I 
may  want  for  a  patient  if  I  would  be  sure  of 
the  desired  effect.  When  I  know  what  No.  1 
or  2  or  3  may  have,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to 
say  to  a  patient,  go  to  this  one,  or  that  one, 
for  your  medicine;  he  may  have  a  credit  or 
confidence  in  one  or  the  other,  and  then  I 
make  an  influential  enemy. 

If  I  avail  myself  of  my  knowledge  of  drugs, 
and  fill  my  pocket-case  with  medicines  of 
known  strength  or  purity,  and  then  avoid  pre- 

scriptions as  much  as  possible,  each  druggist 
has  a  large  class  of  friends  on  whom  they  use 
their  influence  to  employ  some  new  comer,  or 
some  traveling  quack,  who  sends  them  a  large 
number  of  orders.  All  treat  my  prescriptions 
as  their  property  when  they  come  into  their 
hands.  They  fill  and  refiil  them  as  often  as 
applied  to,  and  if  they  hear  of  any  good  effect 
from  one  of  them,  put  it  up  for  any  complain- 

ing customer  that  comes  in.  The  prescrip- 
tions are  filed  in  a  book  that  lays  on  the  coun- 

ter open  to  every  one,  the  prescriber  and  the 
patent's  name  written  conspicuously  on  ̂ he 

prescription. I  know  that  some  of  my  brothers  and  com- 
petitors, regular  and  irregular,  have  a  pleasant 

habit  of  looking  over  the  files,  to  see  how 
business  is  going  and  who  is  sick,  and  that  the 
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druggist  shows  the  book  as  an  advertisement 
of  his  business.  Prescriptions  are,  not  only 
private  property  of  the  physicians,  but  they 
are  also  the  private  records  of  the  physician 
In  more  than  one  instance  I  have  found  con- 

fidence betrayed,  and  secrets  known  through 
this  open  way  of  keeping  prescriptions.  I  am 
compelled  to  be  at  the  expense  of  a  larse 
number  of  medicines  whenever  the  case  is  one 
that  I  do  not  care  to  be  made  public. 

"With  the  physician-druggist  there  are  some more  troublesome  features  than  with  the 
others.  He  has  ostensibly  retired  from 
practice  and  announces  this,  but  is  careful  to 
retain  all  the  paying  families,  and  nev*-r 
neglects  payinj  calls.  He  makes  his  procla- 

mation of  having  retired  from  business  as  an 
excuse  for  not  attending  medical  societies,  or 
for  not  taking  or  reading  the  journals.  In 
fact,  nearly  all  the  responsibilities  of  the  pro- 

fession he  shirks  off,  especially  the  code  of 

ethics,  because  "  he  is  a  druggist,  and  his 
store  takes  up  most  of  his  time." 

As  th?  result  of  this  state  of  things  numer- 
ous accidents  have  happened  which  have  filkd 

the  papers  with  the  articles  about  druggists' 
mistakes,  and  careless  doctors. 

Number  one  gave  a  man  a  drachm  of  Turkey 
opium  who  called  for  a  dose  of  Turkey  rhu- 

barb. It  was  taken,  and  death  resulted ;  an- 
other gave  rive  grains  of  morphine  for  a  five 

grain  dose  of  quinine ;  another  gave  two 
ounces  tr.  opii.,  with  ten  drops  of  extract  of 

ginger  in  it,  for  a  toper's  dose  of  portwine  ; 
death  resulted.  Several  children  have  been 
sacrificed  by  these  ignorant  dispensers  of 
medicines.  Every  sot  in  town  knows  that 

nights  and  Sundays,  when  the  other  "  pro- 
genies "  are  closed  that  he  can  get  his 

dram,  either  plain  or  disguised,  at  the  drug 
store.  That  even  at  midnight  the  boys  will 
get  up,  if  he  has  the  money,  to  fill  his 
bottle  or  to  give  him  a  bottle,  labeled  with 

seme  popular'  name  reputed  good  for  the 
stomach,  or  some  wine  for  his  wife  who  ex- 

pects to  be  sick ! 

This  is  no  over-drawn  sketch,  and  would 
with  a  change  of  numbers  fit  hundreds  of 
places  in  the  State.  A  motion  was  made  in 
the  American  Medical  Association  to  censure 
physicians  who  kept  and  prescribed  their  own 
medicines.  It  was  made  by  some  one  who 
did  not  live  in  this  country,  or  know  of  the 

difficulties  village  practitioners  have  to  con- 
tend with. 

This  is  not  a  reflection  on  honorable 

educated  druggists ;  they  are  the  right  arm  of 
the  physician,  and  contribute  half  to  his  con- 

venience and  success.  The  relation  between 

them  a^d  the  physician  can  be  briefly  stated. 
They  should  keep  for  the  physician  the  best 
articles  in  the  market ;  they  should  charge 
customers  a  fair  and  reasonable  price.  It 
should  be  dishonorable  on  the  part  of  both  to 
ask  or  give  a  percentage  on  prescription'. 

They  shou'd  faithfully  compound  medicines 
as  crdered,  and  if  they  dscover  mistakes, 

quietly  ask  for  explanation  and  for  rectifica- 
tion. The  prescription  should  not  be  refilled 

without  the  order  or  consent  of  the  prescriber. 
The  prescriptions  should  be  kept  out  of  sight, 
as  it  is  a  confidential  secret  that  is  entrusted 
to  them.  To  allow  the  prescriptions  to  be 
seen  by  any  one,  but  the  author,  is  a  breach 
of  confidence.  They  may  sell  patent  medi- 

cines, when  called  for,  but  they  should  not  be 
prescribers  of  patent  medicines  or  of  other 
medicines.  They  shoald  not  sell  whisky  in 
any  form  as  a  beverage.  The  physician 
should  write  a  good,  fair  hand,  and  if  mistakes 
are  made,  be  sure  he  is  not  to  blame  before 

making  any  remarks. 
The  troubles  that  I  complain  of  arise  from 

the  low  estimate  that  is  put  on  the  trade, 
making  it  on  a  level  with  the  grocer,  and  often 
a  rival  of  the  saloon-Veeper.  One  great  rea- 

son for  the  large  lumber  of  drug  shops  in  this 
country  is  the  enactment  and  entorc-ment  of 
a  prohibitory  liquor  law.  It  serves  as  a  cover 
for  selling  mean  spirits,  at  a  large  profit.  In 
some  countries  the  law  is  rigidly  enforced, 
but  in  none  of  them  are  the  drug  stores  pro- 

hibited in  one  form  or  another  from  furnish- 
ing the  fiery  beverage  to  thirsty  souls.  The 

subject  calls  for  legislation.  While  they  are 
discussing  the  question  of  making  the  prohi- 

bitory law  more  efficient  and  stringent,  would 
it  not  be  well  to  take  some  action  on  a  sub- 

ject that  has  to  do  with  the  lives  and  health 
of  the  community  in  the  way  of  the  drugs 
they  take,  and  the  poisons  vended,  as  well  as 
the  spirits  retailed.  A  slight  imputation 
mi^ht  be  cast  on  some  members  of  the  pro- 

fession who  make  prescriptions  in  aid  of 
these  illicit  saloons,  but  it  ought  not  to  be 
mentioned  among  honorable  men. 

X.  X.  X. 
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[Vol.  xxvi. A  CASE  OF  COMMINUTED  FRACTURE 
OF  THE  FEMUR,  EXTENDING  INTO 

THE  KNEE-JOINT. 

By  J.  S.  Buist,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  in  Charge  of  Hospitals  at  Charleston,  South 

Carolina. 

I  am  induced  to  make  a  report  of  the  fol- 
lowing case  of  fracture  of  the  thigh,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  rarity,  and  because  it  presents 

some  features  which  may  be  of  interest  and 
instruction  to  the  large  class  of  readers  who 
are  called  upon  to  treat  these  grave  and 
serious  complicated  surgical  conditions : 

I  would  remark  that  the  tendency  of  mod- 
ern surgery  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  all 

fractures  is  to  make  the  confining  apparatus 
as  simple  as  possible,  divesting  it,  as  much 
as  it  can  be,  of  all  the  paraphernalia  and 
useless  complicated  machinery,  which,  in 

former  years,  added  so  much  to  the  surgeon's 
"stock  on  hand,"  and  gave  his  office  the  ap- 

pearance of  a  large  workshop  of  intricate  col- 
lections of  screws,  movable  joints  and  long, 

curved,  painted  boards.  Just  in  proportion 
as  the  physiology  of  the  muscular  system  is 
understood,  the  antagonistic  action  of  the 
various  muscles  properly  comprehended,  so 
you  will  find  that  the  intelligent  and  well- 
informed  will  discard  everything  that  apper- 

tains to  mystery  and  adopts  those  plans  only 
essential  for  good  in  tho  treatment  of  frac- 

tures. To  retain  the  parts  in  proper  position 
is  the  main  object,  and  the  simpler  the  means 
used  for  this  purpose,  combined  with  essen- 

tial practical  ability,  the  more  will  the  com- 
fort of  the  sufferer  be  ensured,  and  the  more 

perfect  the  result.  The  case  under  considera- 
tion is  one  of  those  which  illustrate  this 

principle,  and  my  object  in  reporting  is  to 
show  that  very  often  in  the  most  complicated 

cases  the  simplest  means  used  are  the  best*, 
and  that  results  justify  their  application. 

Moses  Marris,  an  adult  male ;  set.  38  years; 
by  occupation  a  stevedore ;  on  the  night  of 
the  4th  of  December,  1871,  fell  through  the 
hatchway  of  a  vessel,  a  distance  of  about  thirty 
feet.  In  his  fall  he  met  with  no  obstruc- 

tions ;  the  force  of  the  shock  was  expended 
upon  the  right  side  of  the  body  ;  upon  reach- 

ing the  bottom  the  patient  was  rendered  in- 
seDsible.  In  a  short  while  he  was  taken  up, 
having  recovered  hie  senses ;  he  stated  that 
he  fell  upon  hi*  right  knee,  directly  at  the 
time  of  the  shock,  the  joint  being  at  or  about 

a  right  angle,  and  that  he  distinctly  heard 
something  crack.  He  was  suffering  intense 
pain,  and  could  not  bear  to  be  touched.  He 
was  a  man  of  sober  habits,  industrious  and 
temperate.  I  saw  him  on  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  at  9  A.  M.  A  casual  examination  revealed 
a  fracture  of  the  thigh  at  its  lower  third,  and 
something  more  ;  the  leg  was  shortened  about 
four  inches;  the  knee  joint  very  much  en- 

larged :  the  patella  lying  in  its  natural  posi- 
tion but  very  much  elevated ;  the  fore-leg 

slightly  bent  upon  the  thigh  ;  all  power  and 
motion  in  the  affected  limb  lost. 

In  order  to  make  a  complete  and  satisfacto- 
ry examination  the  patient  was  placed  under 

chloroform,  and  the  following  condition  found 
to  be  the  extent  of  his  injury.  The  right  fe- 

mur was  fractured  transversely  about  three 
inches  above  the  condyles,  and  points  of  frac- 

ture, separated  about  one-half  inch,  the  upper 
end  being  drawn  downward  by  the  action  of 
the  muscles,  upon  the  posterior  portion  of  the 
thigh.  The  lower  end  of  the  femur  was 
split  directly  in  the  center,  through  the  con- 

tinuity of  the  bone  and  extending  through 
the  condyles  into  the  joint.  We  thus  had 
three  distinct  points  of  fracture,  the  lower 
extremity  being  entirely  separated  from  th* 
upper,  and  also  separated  in  two  distinct 
points  from  itself.  The  capsule  of  the  joint 
was  not  ruptured,  and  the  effusion  but  slight. 
The  bones  were  widely  separated  from  each 
other,  and  in  consequence  the  deformity  was 
great.  All  the  other  symptoms  incidental 
to  fracture  were  present,  and  which  the  intel- 

ligence of  your  readers  does  not  require  me 
to  detail.  The  various  authors  on  surgery 
detail  but  a  few  of  these  cases,  and  your  own 
Gross  reports  having  seen  the  above  condition 
very  seldom.  No  abrasion  of  the  skin  at  the 
point  of  injury  was  visible.  The  fracture  was 
one  of  simple  comminuted  complicated  char- 

acter, more  remarkable  from  the  fact  of  the 
great  injury  sustained  without  complete  disor- 

ganization and  destruction.  I  will  not  pause 
to  describe  the  mode  and  manner  of  reducing 
the  fracture,  but  will  briefly  state  the  treat- 

ment pursued,  and  call  the  attention  to  re- 
sults obtained. 

For  the  first  five  days  the  affected  limb  was 
placed  upon  the  double  inclined  plane  and 
attached  firmly  to  it,  a  figure-of-eight  bandage 
tightly  drawn,  extending  around  the  knee 
joint.   At  the  end  of  that  time  the  plane  was 
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removed,  and  the  limb  extended  at  full  length. 
All  nervous  and  irritable  muscular  action  had 
subsided,  though  the  muscles  were  still  strong 
and  active,  and  the  fragments  having  a  tend- 

ency to  wide  displacement.  Strong  bands  of 
adhesive  plaster  were  placed  along  the  whole 
extent  of  the  limb,  from  a  point  about  one 
inch  above  the  upper  fragment  and  extending 
in  one  continuous  circuit  around  the  foot, 
leaving  a  loop  for  the  insertion  of  a  small 
piece  of  soft  wood.  This  was  kept  in  position 
by  a  roller  bandage  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  limb,  and  circular  bands  of  adhe- 

sive plaster  placed  at  intervals.  A  well-padded 
curved  splint  about  one  foot  in  length  was  then 
placed  in  the  popliteal  space  and  kept  in  posi- 

tion by  a  well-applied  figure-of-eight  bandage. 
This  brought  the  two  longitudinal  lower  frag- 

ments in  proper  position  and  kept  them  there. 
Extension  of  the  whole  limb  was  accomplished 
by  weights  attached  to  the  loop  of  plaster 
passing  around  the  foot,  counter  extension 
by  fixing  the  shoulders  with  a  strong  bandage 
attached  at  the  back  of  the  bed,  in  other  words, 
the  usual  treatment,  by  weights,  as  it  is  termed, 
and  which  is  now  described  in  all  the  works 
upon  modern  surgery.  This  was  the  only 
form  of  apparatus  used  and  but  once  applied. 
At  the  end  of  six  weeks  the  whole  was  re- 

moved. Complete  union  of  the  parts  had 
taken  place.  Gradual  friction,  use  etc.,  in  the 
course  of  time  restored  the  paralj  zed  muscles, 
and  on  the  22d  day  of  February  1872,  the  pa- 

tient was  enabled  to  move  briskly  about  with 
rapidly  returning  functions  of  the  knee-joint. 
The  limb  was  shortened,  by  actual  measure- 

ment, not  more  than  one  half  an  inch.  Here, 
then,  we  have  a  case  of  this  complicated 
character  treated  we  may  say  with  but  one 
single  splint,  and  so  situated  as  to  create 
no  discomfort  to  the  patient,  ard  a  result 
satisfactory  in  the  extreme.  Formerly  the 
most  complicated  machinery  would  have  been 
used,  giving  trouble,  pain  and  anxiety,  and, 
perhaps,  great  suffering  to  the  patient,  and  a 
result  not  at  all  commensurate  with  the  scien- 

tific skill  displayed. 

So  simple  were  the  means  used  and  so  ad- 
mirable the  results  that  I  have  thought  best 

to  place  them  upon  record. 
I  would  remark  in  conclusion  that  in  treat- 

ment of  fractures  of  the  femur  I  use  entirely 
the  system|jof  weights,  with  the  most  unifor- 
merly,  satisfactory  results,  having  treated 

near  ten  of  these  fractures  in  the  last  four 

years. SKIN  GRAFTING. 

By  John  Brownrigg,  M.  D., 
Of  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

I  will  briefly  report  two  cases  successfully 
treated  by  this  modern  surgical  method. 

Friday,  Sept.  29,  1871.— Eugenia  B.;  white 
girl ;  set  16.  Chronic  ulcer  over  lower  third  of 
tibia,  2i  inches  in  diameter,  of  three  years' 
duration.  I  cut  a  piece  of  skin  from  the  calf 
of  the  leg  and  divided  it  into  small  pieces  of 
the  size  of  half  a  grain  of  wheat,  and  inserted 
nine  pieces  into  the  granulations,  five  pieces  in- 

to vertical  iucisions  with  a  lancet,  and  four  into 
oblique  incisions  as  in  vaccination.  The  pieces 
of  skin  were  confined  in  the  vertical  incisions 
by  narrovr  strips  of  isinglass  plaster,  and  but 
for  that  would  have  come  out. 

October  8.— Little  patches  of  pellice  or  thin 
epidermis  visible  around  some  of  the  pieces 
of  skin. 

October  10. — Large  patch  of  skin  near  cen- 
ter of  ulcer  plainly  visible,  two  of  the  central 

patches  having  connected,  and  spreading 
on  one  side  until  a  connection  is  formed  with 

the  skin.  LTlcer  contracting' and  rapidly  im- 
proving. 

WtJi. — Patch  of  skin  in  center  increased  and 
thickened.  The  whole  mass  of  granulations 
seem  to  be  occupied  by  a  net  work  of  white- 
looking,  organized  tissue,  but  the  central  mass 
has  assumed  the  characters  of  true  skin  with 
epidermis,  looking  like  the  skin  of  a  young 
infant.  The  connection  between  the  new  tis- 

sue and  the  margin  of  the  skin  at  the  edge  of 
the  ulcer,  distinct  in  three  places,  and  the 
edge  of  the  skin,  which  was  before  everted, 
drawn  down  at  these  points. 
•  \%fh. — The  pieces  of  skin  had  dropped  out, 
and  only  two  or  three  had  taken  root  of  the 
nine  inserted.  This  was  due  to  an  unhealthy 
and  redundant  crop  of  granulations,  except  at 
the  middle  and  upper  part  of  the  ulcer.  Be- 

fore grafting,  the  granulations  should  be  re- 
moved by  nitrate  of  silver  and  dried  alum, 

until  a  healthy,  sensitive  surface  is  obtained; 
then  apply  the  grafts.  The  two  or  three 
pieces,  however,  which  took  root,  gradually 
but  slowly  covered  four-fifths  of  the  ulcer. 

November  1. — A  small  patch  still  unhealed. 
At  the  end  of  three  months  the  ulcer  had 
entirely  healed. 
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[Vol.  xx vi. This  ulcer  followed-  an  exfoliation  of  the 
tibia  from  scrofulous  caries,  and  had  resisted 
all  ordinary  treatment.  Nothing  was  done 
after  grafting  but  to  keep  the  ulcer  clean  and 
dress  it  with  lard. 

Case  II.— Negro  man,  set.  60;  ulcer  over 
lower  third  of  tibia,  about  two  inches  in  diame- 

ter. Stimulated  granulations ;  then  inserted 
nine  grafts,  in  oblique  incisions,  as  they 
seemed  less  disposed  to  come  out.  Confined 
the  pieces  of  skin  or  grafts  by  narrow  strips 
of  adhesive  plaster,  and  directed  him  to  keep 
the  ulcer  clean  by  streaming  a  little  warm 
water  with  castile  soap,  twice  daily,  and 
dress  it  with  lard.  The  ulcer  healed  en- 
entirely  in  a  few  weeks. 

Hospital  Reports. 

UNIVERSITY    OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Surgical  Service  of  Prof.  D.  Hates  Agjtew,  M.  D. 
{REPORTED  BY  DE  F.  WILXiARD  j  k.  D.] 

Psoas  Abscess. 

Gentlemen  :  At  mv  last  clinic  I  presented 
to  you  several  cases  of  femoral  hernia,  and  re- 

marked, among  other  things,  that  su.h  a 
tumor  was  sometimes  confounded  with  others 
which  appear  in  the  same  region.  Among 
them  I  mentioned  psoas  abscess,  and  to-day I  have  a  case  in  illustration  of  this.  You  will 
remember  that  I  told  you  that  such  an  abscess 
was  always  situated  to  the  outside  of  the  femo- 

ral vessels,  while  a  femoral  hernia  was  almost 
invariably  inside;  that  although  it  had  an  im 
pression  imparted  to  it  by  coughing,  yet  that 
it  was  a  more  forcible,  direct  and  immediate 
impulse,  and  also  that  it  could  not  be  reduced 
and  reproduced  by  different  postures  with  the 
ease  of  a  hernia.  I  do  not  think  that  a  mis- 

take could  be  made  if  proper  care  was  used. 
In  peculiar  cases,  if  there  was  any  doubt,  the 
introduction  of  a  very  delicate  exploring 
needle  would  be  perfectly  justifiable,  since  no 
harm  could  be  done. 

Pericecal  and  perinephritic  abscesses,  and 
even  empyemic  accumulations  sometimes 
appear  in  this  region,  but  all  have  a  history 
which  would  point  to  their  origin.  Aneurisms 
pulsate,  yet  you  must  remember  that  an  ab- 

scess may  receive  an  impulse  from  the  femoral 
artery.  Malignant  tumors  and  fibro-sarcomata 
have  also  a  different  history  from  psoas  ab- 

scess, which  is,  as  you  well  know,  almost  al- 
ways associated  with  disease  of  the  vertebras, 

and  which  is  usually  accompanied  by  excur- 
vation  of  the  spine.  The  greatest  difficulty 
ia  diagnosis  arises  from  the  presence  of  iliac 
abscess,  which  may  occur  either  from  injur  , 
to  the  muscle  itself,  or  from  disease  of  the 
bony  pelvis.  Such  an  abscess  sometimes  points 

above  Poupart's  ligament,  but  more  frequently 
follows  down  the  iliacus  muscle,  or  breaks 
through  into  this  sheath  of  the  psoas,  in  which 
case  it  appears  with  all  the  external  signs  of 
an  ordinary  psoas  accumulation.  Here  again 
the  previous  history  must  be  considered.  I, 
personally,  recall  but  one  case  of  true  acute 
iliac  abscess,  and  this  was  occasioned  by  lift- 

ing a  heavv  weight  while  in  the  stooping 
posture,  sufficient  fibers  of*the  muscle  giviug 
way  to  give  rise  to  severe  symptoms  of  in- 

flammation with  considerable  resulting  pus. 
We  have  another  case  of  groin  tumor  wait- 

ing outside,  and  as  I  now  introduce  him  and 
exposed  the  part,  you  will  see  that  it  is  a  soft, 
elastic,  accuminate  swelling:,  showing  beat, 
redness,  pain  and  all  other  signs  of  inflamma- 

tion and  situated  to  the  outside  <  f  the  femoral 
artery.  It  is  not  therefore  a  Uernia,  although 
I  will  confirm  this  diagnosis  by  asking  him  to 
cough.  It  is  not  a  bubo  or  enlarged  lymphatic 
sland,  for  it  has  not  a  definite  outline.  It  is 
not  an  aneurism,  or  a  malignant  growth  or 
a  psoas  abscess,  from  reasons  which  I  have 
before  mentioned.  Its  size  is  large,  while  its 
duration  has  been  but  two  weeks.  Inquiring 
his  occupation  I  learn  that  he  is  employed  in 
a  foundery ,  and  that  this  portion  of  his  body  is 
frequently  subject  to  pre  sure  and  blows. 
This  explanation  is  sufficient  to  fix  it  as  a 
simple  abscess  in  the  connective  tissue.  An 
exploring  needle  shows  pus,  and  as  I  now  lay 
it  freely  open  this  liquid  pours  out,  and 
a  poultice  followed  by  a  compress  and  some 
stimulating  injection  or  ointment  will  com- 

plete the  cure. 
To  return  to  our  original  subject,  however, 

let  me  here  introduce  two  children  who  have 
just  come  in,  and  whose  mothers  say  that  they 
have  spinal  trouble.  In  one  of  them  the  disease 
is  of  two  years'  duration ,  and  has  an  instrument 
upon  its  person,  which,  however,  fits  so  badly 
that  it  is  worse  than  useless.  The  other  has  pro- 

gressed but  a  few  months,  yet  as  I  press  upon 
the  lower  dorsal  vertebrae,  whose  spines  are 
quite  prominent,  there  is  decided  tenderness. 

Caries,  or  Potts'  disease  of  the  vertebras,  is 
a  strumous  affection  consisting  essentially  of 
a  tuberculous  infiltration  of  the  bodies  of  these 
bones,  followed  by  breaking  down  of  the  sub- 

stance and  the  formation  of  pus  which  makes 
its  way  out  upon  the  back,  or  more  commonly 
d  >wn  the  sheath  of  the  psoas  muscle,  to  ap- 

pear below  Poupart's  ligament,  as  I  have 
shown  you  already  ia  the  case  of  the  man. 

It  is  essential  that  you  recognize  it  in  its 
earlier  stages,  and,  therefore,  whenever  you 
see  that  a  child  stops  in  the  midst  of  its  piay, 
bends  forward  and  rests  its  elbows  upon  its 
knee?,  and  after  a  few  moments  resume  its 
sports  as  before,  or  when  it  runs  and  rests  it- 

self frequently  over  the  back  of  a  chair,  or 
after  jumping  from  an  inconsiderable  height 
stops  and  supports  itself  in  this  position,  or 
throws  itself  down  peevishly,  then  I  say  al- 

ways strip  the  child  and  examine  it  carefully 
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for  yourself.  Do  not  trust  to  the  word  of  either 
the  mother  or  nurse. 

It  is  probable  that  you  will  find  a  few  of 
the  spines  more  prominent  than  the  rest,  and 
that  they  are  also  tender.  A  stream  of  cold 
water  from  a  sponge  will  also  cause  much 
pain.  You  will,  moreover,  also  find  that  the 
child  experiences  some  difficulty  in  assuming 
the  erect  posture  or  in  turning  upon  its  side, 
and  upon  farther  inquiry  you  may  learn  that  it 
is  subject  to  attacks  of  colic,  a  fact  easily  ex- 

plained from  the  spinal  irritation. 
As  the  disease  progresses  there  is  a  stiff 

ness  or  awkwardness  in  the  movements  of  the 
body,  and  in  process  of  time  the  character- 

istic deformity  of  antero-posterior  curvature 
occurs,  from  the  breaking  down  and  di  inte- 

grating of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae,  under 
the  superincumbent  pressure.  These  bodies 
give  way  so  slowly  that  the  cord  is  but  sel- 

dom compressed  sufficiently  to  occasion  par- 
alysis or  other  serious  symptoms. 

The  best  cure  that  can  occur  is  the  solidifi- 
cation or  welding  together  of  these  separate 

masses  by  new  osseous  tissue.  As  the  carious 
bony  structure  breaks  down  the  resulting  pus 
makes  its  way  toward  some  point  of  discharge. 
If  the  disease  be  in  the  cervical  vertebra?,  this 
point  m^y  be  behind  the  pharynx  or  upon  the 
side  of  the  neck,  or,  rarely,  down  the  chest ; 
if  in  the  dorsal,  the  pus  usually  follows  down 
the  aorta  through  the  aortic  opening  in  the 
diaphgram,  thence  along  the  iliac  vessels,  and 
makes  its  appearance  above  Poupart's  liga- 

ment, or,  more  rarely,  it  passes  backward 
through  the  great  sacro-sciatic  foramen  to  ap- 

pear in  the  gluteal  region.  When,  however, 
the  umbar  vertebrae  or  the  lower  dorsal  are 
effected  the  more  common  course  is  the  one 
pursued  in  this  man's  case,  i.  e,  down  the 
sheath  of  the  psoas  muscle^beneath  Poupart's 
ligament,  whence  it  may  even  extend  down 
the  vessels  to  the  knee  or  even  ankle.  In 
some  cases,  though  more  rarely,  it  works  its 
way  directly  backward,  and  points  in  the  lum- 

bar region. 
You  must  remember  that  pus  does  not  al- 

ways form  in  caries  of  the  spine  ;  but  in  true 
tuberculous  cases  it  is  the  rule.  Remera- 
b  r  also  that  the  abscess  may  appear  before 
the  deformity,  in  which  case  much  care  should 
be  used  to  discover  the  pain,  tenderness, 
symptoms  of  spinal  irritation,  etc.  The  dis- 

ease in  this  man's  case  has  been  a  chronic 
one,  extending  over  a  period  of  several  years, 
ann  for  a  long  time  he  was  treated  for  "  rheu- 

matism of  the  back,"  a  fact  which  is  well 
worthy  your  note,  since  it  is  a  very  common 
mistake  of  physicians. 

la  all  cases  of  continued  lameness  and  stiff 
ness  in  movement  therefore,  especially  if  as- 

sociated with  continuous  pain,  do  not  neglect 
to  search  for  spinal  tenderness.  In  addition 
to  this  tenderness  this  patient  complains  of 
great  weakness  in  his  back,  with  inability 
to  maintain  the  erect  posture  for  any  con- 

tinued portion  of  time,  while  his  gait  is  un- 

steady and  uncertain,  and  he  has  been  steadily 
losing  flesh,  a  fact  which  is  almost  always  in- 

dicative of  serious  disease.  These  symptoms 
are  quite  different  from  neuralgia  of  the  -pine, 
or  inflammation  of  the  surrounding  ligamen- 

tous structures,  which  are  sometimes  met 
with,  yet  it  would  not  always  be  easy  to  dis- 

tinguish between  their  first  stages.  Neuralgia 
of  the  spine  is  a  purely  nervous  and  functional 
disease  (analogous  to  the  hysterical  knee- 
joints  which  have  been  amputated  by  unwise 
surgeons),  and  can  be  diagnosed  by  the  small 
circumscribed  area  of  tenderness  not  usually 
larger  than  the  finger's  end,  and  by  the  pecu- 

liar pain  which  is  experienced,  as  though  a 
sharp  instrument  was  being  driven  into  the 
vertebra.  The  absence  of  deformity  or  ri- 

gidity, especially  after  a  few  months,  would 
usually  set  you  right.  In  these  neuralgic 
cases  the  patients  will  often  consider  them- 

selves coufirmed  invalids,  and  imagine  that 
they  are  the  vie- ims  of  a  most  serious  disease, 
and,  in  fact,  after  a  long  continuance  in  the 
recumbent  position  they  may  truW  become 
affected  with  hysterical  paraplegia.  Such 
cases  must  be  treated  in  a  similar  manner  to 
other  hysterical  affections. 

But  what  now  shall  we  do  with  the  patients 
before  us.  Imprimis,  we  remark  that  our  only 
hope  is  in  securing  anchylosis,  and  in  ord  r  to 
do  this  we  must  ensure  perfect  quietude  of  the 
parts,  which  will  not  only  favor  union,  but  also 
preveut  attrition  of  the  roughened  bones  ;  an 
act  which  must  only  extend  the  progress  of 
the  disease.  If  very  acute  cases  with  great 
feebleness  of  the  limbs  and  staggering  gait,  it 
is  important  to  adhere  to  the  old  plan  of  treat- 

ment, in  the  recumbent  posture.  The  patient 
must  be  provided  with  an  invalid  bed.  and 
there  he  must  lie  for  weeks  and  months,  keep- 

ing the  air  of  the  room  as  cool  and  pure  as 
possible.  Rigidity  may  be  assisted  by  a  corset 
splint,  which  shall  fit  closely  to  the  sides  and 
give  equal  though  gentle  pressure.  This 
supine  position  will  be  difficult  to  maintain  in 
children,  but  it  must  be  rigidly  enforced  in 
these  acute  cases.  If  possible,  the  brd  frame 
should  be  portable,  so  as  to  allow  of  removal 
into  the  open  air  without  disturbance  of  the 
patient.  When  small  children,  this  out-door 
exercise  is  perfectly  feasible  and  should  be 
always  employed. 

This  is  the  treatment  which  we  shall  order 
for  the  first  child,  giving  it  at  the  same  time 
two  drops  of  syr.  ferri  iodid  (as  it  is  two  years 

old) 

R.    Tinet.  iodinii, 
Glycerinse.  aa  5j.  M. 

together  with  fifteen  drops  of  ol.  morrhuae 
three  times  in  the  day  may  be  also  daily  ap- 

plied to  the  seat  of  tenderness.  Milk,  beef- 
tea,  meats,  good  vegetables,  salt  water  bath- 

ing with  frictions  (without  raising  the  body), 
and  pure  air,  for  probably  ten  or  twelve 
months  will  give  sufficient  time  for  ossification 
to  such  extent  as  to  permit  of  the  application 
of  an  artificial  support  and  the  sending  of  the 
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patient  into  the  fresh  air  and  warm  sunshine. 
The  greatest  difficulty  in  the  confinement 

will  be  experienced  during  the  first  week, 
after  wivch  time  the  little  one  seems  to  ac- 

custom itself  to  its  new  life,  and  may  become 
quite  contented.  The  prone  position  is  the 
best,  since  the  projecting  spine  processes  are 
not  pressed  upon,  applications  can  be  more 
easily  applied,  spinal  congestion  is  lessened 
and  inflammatory  softening  thereby  dimin- 
ished. 

In  the  worst  cases  it  is  not  often  proper  to 
permit  patients  to  rise  for  a  year,  and  often 
longer,  since  if  this  attempt  be  premature  and 
before  complete  ossification  has  occurred,  the 
disease  may  be  awakened  with  increased 
viiror,  and  further  deformity  ensue. 

The  apparatus  should  be  constructed  by  an 
experienced  instrument-maker,  and  should  be 
accurately  adapted;  the  broad  hip  band,  the 
uprights,  the  crutch-heads,  and  the  posterior 
plale,  all  being  placed  so  as  to  give  the  requi- 

site support-  It  is  not  infrequent  to  find  that 
the  hip-band,  as  in  the  second  case  before  us, 
is  so  poorly  fitted  that  it  does  not  press  up  the 
crutch-heads  into  the  arm-pits  at  all,  and  con- 

sequently the  weight  of  the  head  and  upper 
extremities  is  all  borne  by  the  spinal  comma, 
just  as  though  no  instruument  were  worn.  The 
pressure  upon  the  spinous  processes  should  be 
but  slight,  and  no  great  change  can  be  hoped 
to  be  accomplished  ;  the  great  desire  must  be 
to  prevent  further  excurvation. 

The  apparatus  should  be  removed  at  night, 
and  the  parts  thoroughly  rubbed  with  alum 
and  whisky. 

In  many  cases  when  the  disease  is  slow  in 
its  course  it  is  not  requisite  to  put  the  pa- 

tient to  bed,  a  good  apparatus  being  quite  suf- 
ficient to  effect  consolidation.  It  is  only  in 

acute  painful  cases  that  such  a  course  is  ne- 
cessary. 
When  pus  collects  and  the  abscess  shows 

itself  in  whatsoever  place  it  may  appear,  it 
is  to  be  allowed  to  pursue  its  own  course  ;  in- 

terference is  not  required  and  isjpositively  in- 
jurious. In  some  cases  the  abscess  does  rio~ break,  but  the  pus  may  be  gradually  absorbed, 

i.  e  ,  the  pus  is  not  absorbed  a<*  pus,  but  first 
undergoes  a  fatty  degeneration.  The  danger 
in  opening  such  an  abscess,  which  is  usually 
denominated  as  'k  cold,"  is  that  violent  consti- 

tutional symptoms  may  quickly  supervene, 
and  death  ensue.  These  typhoid  symptoms 
and  hectic  fmav  be  accounted  for  b-/  the  fact 
that  the  constitution  is  deteriorated  by  the 
long  drain  (for  it  is  often  months  in  its  forma- 

tion), and  also  that  the  pres  ure  being  removed 
from  the  loops  of  bloodvessels  in  each  one  of 
the  villous  processes  lining  the  interior  of  the 
walls,  more  blood  is  sent  to  them,  thus  causing 
a  greater  exudation  of  leucocytes,  and  a  cor- 

responding increase  in  the  amount  of  pus. 
The  introduction  of  air  has  been  attempted  to 
be  prevented  by  subcutaneous  or  valvular 
punctures,  but  it  usually  happens  that  it  will 
eventually  find  an  entrance,  and  the  train  of 
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symptoms  set  in  which  finally  end  in  death. 
I,  therefore,  never  open  them  until  they  have 
actually  "pointed,"  and  are  just  ready  to  rup- 

ture, when  it  may  be  advantageously  drawn 
off  by  drawing  aside  the  skin,  entering  a  knife 
obliquely.  The  knife  should  be  dipped  in 
carbolized  oil,  and  a  cloth  saturated  in  the 
same  may  be  held  over  the  part  during  the 
operation,  or  a  spray  of  carbolic  acid  thrown 
simultaneously  upon  it. 

The  pus  should  be  only  partially  remov- 
ed, when  the  opening  should  be  closed  until 

it  again  accumulates :  then  a  similar  course 
may  be  adopted. 

This  plan  I  believe  to  be  just  as  good  as 
opening  under  water  or  attaching  a  gum  tube 
to  the  trocar  and  canula,  the  plan  of  auc- tion by  pump. 

The  system  should  be  thoroughly  prepared 
for  the  operation  by  generous  living,  tonics 
and  stimulants,  and  these  stimulants  should 
be  increased  if  constitutional  symptoms  super- 
vene. 

In  the  man's  case  before  us  this  opening 
has  spontaneously  occurred,  and  he  now  has 
a  pus  discharging  sinus,  which  is  greatly  re- 

ducing his  strength.  Of  course  we  shall  give 
him  everv  form  of  supporting  treatment,  but 
it  will  all  be  of  no  permanent  avail,  since  he 
is  evidently  doomed,  at  a  not  far  distant  day, 
from  the  consequent  exhaustion. 
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EAST  RIVER  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

[PAPER  READ  BY  DR.  JOHN  BURKE.] 
Delirium  Tremens. 

The  paper  I  am  about  to  read  this  evening 
treats  of  a  disease,  one,  I  regret  to  say,  too 
comm  on  in  this  latitude,  viz. :  Delirium  Tre- 

mens or  Wine  Fever.  I  shall  endeavor  to  be 
practical.  I  may  not,  perhaps,  advance  any- 

thing new  on  the  subject,  but  I  feel  confident 
of  being  able  to  point  out  a  rational  method 
of  treatment,  and  I  hope  to  elicit  from  the 
members  of  this  association  their  views  on 
this  very  interesting  subject. 

I  was  for  years  following  up  the  various 
modes  of  treatment  recommended  in  the 
books  (and  their  name  is  legion),  with,  I  must 
confess,  but  very  little  satisfaction  to  myself. 
As  in  cases  of  hydrophobia  people  used  to  say 
"a  little  of  the  hair  of  the  dog  that  bit  him  ap- 

plied to  the  wound  '  will  cure,  so  also  in  cases 
of  delirium  tremens  they  say  the  cure  lies  in 
whisky,  and  I  grieve  to  say  that  many,  very 
many  doctors,  at  the  present  time,  agree  with 
them.  A  short  time  sirice  I  was  called  to  see 
a  patient  in  delirium  tremens,  and  who  wTas 
taking,  by  order  of  his  physician,  a  wineglass- 
ful  of  brandy,  diluted  with  ice-water,  every 
three  hours ;  when  I  protested  against  such 
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an  insane  proceeding,  the  the  wife  said  :  "Oh  ! 
how  doctors  differ."  So  well  she  might,  for 
if  one  doctor  thinks  a  wineglassful  of  brandy 
every  three  hours  necessary  for  the  recovery 
of  his  patient,  another  thinks  that  it  is  the 
worst  possible  treatment,  what  confidence 
can  patients  have  in  the  practice  of  medicine  ? 
Hence,  it  is  so  important,  both  for  the  welfare 
of  our  patients,  and  for  our  own  reputation, 
that  a  proper  rational  method  of  treatment 
should  be  followed  in  every  disease,  so  that 
"doctors  differ"  shall  not  be  a  byword  and  a 
reproach  to  our  profession. 
Many  patieDts  will  recover  under  opposite 

methods  uf  treatment  I  allow,  as  they  recover 
under  all  self-limiting  diseases,  and  delirium 
tremens  is  one  of  these.  The  recovery  of  a 
single  patient  under  a  certain  treatment  is  not 
a  proof  that  the  treatment  is  the  best ;  per- 

sons have  recovered  after  being  bled  in  scar- 
let fever,  delirium  tremens,  and  typhus.  I 

was  myself  bled  early  in  typhus  fever  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  and  I  am  here  still. 
During  a  practice  of  many  years  in  this 

crowded  city,  how  many  fine  men  in  all  con- 
ditions of  life  have  I  seen  poisoned  by  the 

demon  of  alcohol ;  the  gentleman  in  broad- 
cloth, the  professional  and  non-professional, 

the  dandy,  the  bummer  in  rags,  aye,  and 
women  also  ;  some  men  who  would  not  touch 
brandy  under  twenty  dollars  a  gallon,  and 
dock  loafers  who  gulp  it  down  at  two.  I  have 
seen  cases  where  all  the  various  distilled 
liquors  were  the  cause,  as  well  as  ales  and 
wines,  and  even  cider  ;  but,  I  apprehend,  the 
cider  was  well  tinctured  with  apple-jack.  Of 
one  thing  I  am  pretty  well  assured,  that  there 
is  no  real  ca^e  of  delirium  tremens  without 
alcohol.  I  have  seen  cases  of  nervous  excite- 

ment and  tremor  of  the  muscles  caused  by  the 
excessive  use  of  tobacco  or  opium,  but  these 
differ  very  much  from  delirium  tremens  ;  but 
when  you  have  a  case  of  mania,  caused  by 
mental  excitement  and  alcohol  combined,  it 
is  difficult  to  tell  how  much  of  the  disease  is 
caused  by  the  unknown  condition  of  the  brain- 
substance,  which  we  call  madness,  and  the 
poison  of  alcohol.  It  is  only  by  getting  clear 
of  the  alcohol,  and  by  careful  observation  af- 

terward, that  the  degree  of  real  madness  can 
be  definitely  ascertained.  Dr.  Jones  states, 
that  in  all  cases  of  phrenitis,  which  might  be 
mistaken  for  mania-a-potu,  a  notable  increase 
of  the  phosphates  in  the  urine  takes  place, 
whilst  in  delirium  ttemens  the  phosphates  are 
diminished. 

The  power  of  resisting  the  alcoholic  poison 
is  great  in  some  and  feeble  in  others.  Some 
men  use  alcohol  even  in  large  quantities  day 
after  day,  for  weeks  and  months  without  any 
serious  result,  others  are  poisoned  in  a  short 
time.  I  may  here  put  in  a  word  of  caution. 
Some  people,  especially  the  weaker  sex,  drink 
freely  on  the  sly.  They  will  so  cover  up  their 
evil  habit  that  even  their  intimate  friends  are 
ignorant  of  its  existence.  I  have  met  with 
many  such  cases.  There  is  not  much  use  in  in- 

quiring about  whisky,  she  herself  will  stoutly 
deny  it  if  she  be  a  private  drinker  and  her 
friends  know  nothing  of  it ;  but  perhaps  the  ser- 

vant girl  may  be  able  to  enlighten  you.  There 
may  be  no  actual  delirium  present,  but  there 
is  fever,  a  feeble  pulse  and  vomiting  ;  in  fact 
in  such  a  case,  most  doctors  would  be  dis- 

posed to  order  a  little  for  the  stomach's  sake. 
We  all  know  how  much  good  in  many  cases  of 
debility  and  obstinate  vomiting:,  champagne 
and  ice  will  do.  I  myself  have  been  deceived 
in  such  cases  and  ordered  stimulants,  but  only 
to  make  matters  worse.  Many  have  died 
of  the  direct  effects  of  alcohol  poison,  and 
neither  physician  nor  friends  suspecting  the 
cause,  the  death  was  attributed  to  some  other 
source.  It  has  often  surprised  me  how  private 
drinkers  will  stoutly  deny  that  they  even  taste 
a  drop  ;  yet  they  are  fuidled  half  their  time. 
You  may  look  in  vain  for  reform  as  long  as 
they  deny  the  habit.  Here,  open  confession  is 
good  for  the  body  if  not  for  the  soul,  for  I 
never  yet  met  a  case  where  the  frank  acknowl- 

edgement of  the  habit  of  private  drinking  was 
made  to  the  physician  or  friends,  that  it  was 
not  followed  by  a  complete  abandonment  of 
the  custom. 
Delirium  tremens  may  attack  a  person 

when  on  the  full  career  of  a  spree,  and  again 
may  not  appear  until  some  days  after  he  has 
ceased  drinking.  In  my  experience  I  gener- 

ally find  it  attacked  the  patient  a  day  or  two 
after  leaving  off  drinking,  and  this  has  given 
rise  to  the  idea  that  stopping  the  liquor 
caused  the  delirium,  and  hence  has  arisen  the 
brandy  treatment,  which  has  taken  hold  of 
some  physicians,  and  upon  all  patients  and their  friends. 
Alcohol  is  accumulative  in  the  system, 

when  the  blood  becomes  too  full  of  it  the  sys- 
tem becomes  depressed,  and  is  unable  to  get 

rid  of  the  poison  as  rapidly  as  it  accumulates, 
hence  delirium  tremens  occurring  in  the  midst 
of  a  debauch.  But  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
before  a  patient  arrives  at  that  point, 
either  his  stomach  becomes  disgusted  with  the 
alcohol  or  the  supply  is  cut  off.  He  would 
now  recover  with  perhaps  some  bad  feeling, 
but  without  delirium  tremens,  if  something 
else  does  not  supervene. 
From  the  derangement  of  stomach,  and  the 

alchohol,  the  system  is  lowered  ;  it  U  unable 
to  resist  sudden  changes  of  temperature ;  a 
slight  fever,  a  bronchitis,  a  pneumonia  or 
ervsipelas,  or  some  other  acute  affection  may 
take  hold  of  him  ;  the  secretions  are  arrested  ; 
the  alcohol  is  prevented  from  passing  off 
either  by  the  lungs,  kidneys  or  skin.  It  is  kept 
in  the  system,  and  delirium  tremens  arises  in 
consequence.  We  find,  therefore,  that  the 
attack  is  generally  preceded  by  a  cold,  or 
some  shock  to  the  nervous  system,  such  as  a 
cut,  a  blow  or  a  fall.  One  reacts  on  the  other. 
The  system,  weakened  by  alcohol,  a  slight 
fever  or  derangement  of  the  stomach,  or  an 
injury  supervenes,  the  power  of  throwing  off 
the  poison  is  partially  or  wholly  arrested. 
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It  is  retained  in  the  system,  and  that  peculiar 
toxical  condition  which  we  call  delirium  tre- 

mens is  the  result  To  these  causes,  and  not 
to  the  sudden  abandonment  of  the  use  of  al- 

cohol, do  I  attribute  the  disease. 
I  am  disposed  to  sive  a  great  deal  of  credit 

to  the  stomach  for  the  power  the  system  has 
of  resisting  alcohol  fever  and  other  fevers. 
Delirium  tremens  will  seldom  attack  a  per- 

son when  the  appetite  and  digestion  are 
goo-*,  and  when  he  follows  a  laborious  busi- 

ness. I  have  known  laborers,  when  whisky 
was  cheap,  rush  into  a  bar-room  and  swallow 
down  a  tumblerful  of  dilute  alcohol  before 
breakfast,  the  same  before  dinner,  the  same 
before  supper,  and  three  or  four  before  bed- 

time, and  thus  month  after  month,  and  vear 
after  year,  without  producing  any  visible  ef- 

fect, whilst  the  liquor  dealers  and  bar-keepers 
who  supplied  them  sank  into  premature 
graves.  I  attribute  this  immunity  of  the 
laboring  classes  to  their  good  digestion  and 
elimination,  which  hard  work  and  open  air 
so  materially  assist. 

It  is  unnessary  for  me  to  describe  the  pa- 
tient, with  delirium  tremens  ;  he  has  been 

seen  so  often  in  high  life  and  low  life  that 
his  iace  is  familiar  enough,  but  without  seeing 
his  face  at  all  I  can  almost  recognize  him  by 
the  shake  of  his  hand.  You  will  be  called, 
perhaps,  to  see  a  patient,  and  find  him  dressed 
and  walking  up  and  down  the  floor,  which  is 
often  the  case  when  the  disease  is  not  compli- 

cated; he  will  salute  you  good-naturedly  by 
"  How  are  you,  doctor  ?  I  am  quite  well  ; 
there  is  nothing  the  matter  with  me,"  though, 
perhaps,  he  may  not  have  slept  in  two  nights, 
nor  partaken  of  any  food  for  several  days. 
Suddenlv  he  will  look  over  your  shoulder,  and 
say:  " Doctor,  who  are  those  fellows  behind 
you?"  On  being  informed  that  there  are  no 
fellows  there,  he  will  not  contradict  you,  but 
say  they  were  there  a  moment  ago,  for  he  saw 
them.  He  will  then  be  observed  picking 
something  oft  his  clothes,  and  being  asked 
what  h  •  is  doing,  will  answer  that  he  is  pack- 

ing off  flies  or  bugs  ;  he  will  exclaim  tbat  he 
is  annoyed  by  snakes,  or  toads,  or  other  creep- 

ing things ;  he  will  inform  you  that  he  has 
killed  last  night  two  bushel  basketfulls  of 
snakes  and  serpents,  and  that  they  are  not  all 
killed  yet.  And  never  will  be  while  the 
whisky  lasts. 

In  common  mild  cases  the  face  is  pale 
generally.  The  eye,  in  most  cases,  dull  and 
restless,  hut  in  a  tew  bright  and  glistening. 
Pulse  feeble  and  soft ;  hands  tremulous.  The 
shake  of  the  hand  is  peculiar.  There  is  a 
want  of  tone  in  it,  so  much  so  that  a  practiced 
physician  can  almost  diagnose  a  case  of  deli- 

rium tremens  by  the  shake  of  the  hand.  The 
tongue  18  generally  coated  and  always  tremu- 

lous. There  is  often  vomiting,  but  the  state 
of  the  bowels  is  not  worthy  of  note. 

Cases  occur  when  the  delirium  is  furious. 
Eyes  congested,  sometimes  brilliant ;  patient 
difficult  to  restrain  ;  whereas  in  ordinary  cases 
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they  are  readily  controlled  by  the  voice. 
There  is  another  variety  characterized  by  in- 

tense fear.  The  patient  coils  himself  up  in 
bed  in  as  small  a  compass  as  it  is  possible  for 
a  man  to  roll  himself.  His  face  denotes  intense 
terror.  He  imagines  that  somebody  is  about 
to  slay  him,  or  that  a  1-gion  of  devils  are  about 
to  drag  him  away.  Some  dread,  however,  is 
characteristic  of  all  cases  of  delirium  tremens, 
and  it  is  this  imaginary  fear  which  makes 
careful  watching  so  necessary,  for  through 
fear  they  often  kill  themselves  or  somebody 
else.  Further  detail  of  symptoms  is  hardly 
necessary,  as  every  case  has  certain  marks,  in 
common,  which  are  readily  recognized.  Yet 
every  case  has  certain  differences,  modified, 
probably,  by  the  state  of  the  nervous  system, 
or  the  constitution  of  the  patient,  or,  it  may 
be,  by  the  quality  or  kind  of  whisky  he  has 
been  imbibing.  You  will  not  find  in  typhus 
or  any  other  fever  two  patients  affected  t  xact- 
ly  alike.  How  then  can  we  expect  it  in  wine fever  ? 

After  due  reflection  I  have  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  delirium  tremens  is  a  fever 
caused  by  alcohol,  whether  imbibed  in  its  dis- 

tilled or  fermented  form  ;  that  the  disease  i* 
self-limiting.  Just  as  typhus  or  scarlatina  is  a 
poison,  non-tangible  it  is  true,  but  yet  as  real 
as  alcohol ;  the  blood  is  poisoned,  and  after 
a  certain  number  of  days,  generally  under  two 
weeks,  the  poison  is  eliminated  and  the 
patient  recovers. 

Delirium  tremens  is  sometimes  complicated 
with- other  diseases:  pneumonia,  bronchitis, 
erysipelas,  congestion  of  kidneys,injuries,  etc., 
which  of  course  add  considerable  gravity  to 
the  case.  J  have  seen  it  frequently  combined 
with  ac  te  pneumonia  and  acute  nephritis, 
and  in  both  cases  the  condition  of  the  patient 
is  exceedingly  critical.  In  the  latter  especially 
great  reserve  must  be  exercised  in  giving  a 
prognosis,  because  death  may  ensue  very 
suddenly  from  uremic  poisoning.  Having 
commenced  treatment  of  such  a  case,  or 
changed  a  prescription  a  short  time  before  a 
convulsion  t  omes  on,  the  friends  will  invari- 

ably attribute  the  fit  to  the  remedy  instead  of 
the  right  cause.  Mankind  is  uncharitable  to 
doctors ;  "  such  a  one  killed  John  Smith  after 
one  dose."  They  never  care  to  reflect  that 
John  Smith  was  drinking  whisky  poison  for 
years.  John  Smith  being  suddenly  taken  ill, 
a  doctor  is  sent  for  who  orders  him  a  dose  of 
castor  oil ;  but  if  John  die  before  the  arrival  of 
the  doctor,  they  will  then  lay  the  blame  on 
God  Almighty.  I  must  confess  I  feel  some- 

what at  ease  when  they  blame  the  Lord,  He 
being  so  far  beyond  their  reach.  People  will 
rarely  attribute  the  death  to  the  right  cause, 
especially  if  there  be  whisky  in  it,  unless  ic 
should  happen  to  be  some  poor  wretch  with- 

out friends;  then,  of  course,  it  is  lawful  for 
everybody  to  cast  a  stone  at  him. 

It  is,  therefore,  very  necessary  to  be 
guarded.  In  every  case  it  is  well  to  tell  the 
ifriends  of  the  patient  that  there  is  danger  of 
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convulsions  and  sadden  death  before  you 
■  commence  treatment.  A  single  case  will 

forcibly  illustrate  this  meaning  :  One  night  I 
;  was  called  to  see  a  well-formed  and  vigorous 

man.  He  was  sitting  in  his  chair  ;  he  talked 
to  me  on  various- subjects  sensibly  enough; 

;  but  his  hands  and  tongue  were  quivering,  and 
the  snakes  were  annoying  him  terribly ; 
about  to  lie  down,  he  was  in  the  act  of  re- 

moving his  vest,  when  he  was  seized  with  a 
terrible  convulsion,  which  terminated  in  ster- 
tor  aDd  death  in  half  an  hour.  I  was  glad,  in- 

deed, he  had  not  taken  any  of  my  medicine, 
and  his  friends  were  reluctantly  compelled  to 
attribute  his  death  to  the  whisky. 

Another  time  I  was  summoned  to  attend  a 
womao.  I  really  did  not  think  she  was  very 
bad ;  I  had  seen  dozens  of  worse  cases.  I  pre- 

scribed sulphuric  ether  and  beef-tea ;  when  I 
called  the  next  morniug  she  was  dead ;  during 
the  night  convulsions  had  come  on  and  death 
resulted.  The  friends  berated  me  savagely, 
said  my  medicine  had  killed  her,  and  acted  in 
such  a  manner  that  I  was  glad  to  escape  with 
a  whole  skin  ;  although  this  happened  years 
ago,  I  suppose  they  are  abusing  me  yet. 

I  have  seen  many  deaths  where  delirium 
tremens  was  complicated  with  pneumonia, 
erysipelas,  or  with  wounds  and  injuries.  In 
such  cases,  be  the  accompanying  sickness  ever 
so  slight,  1  dread  the  result;  still,  even  in  des- 

perate cases,  it  will  not  do  to  abandon  all 
hope. 

I  had  a  patient  last  year,  a  plethoric  gentle- 
man, aged  about  fifty,  and  who  had  been 

drinking  freely  for  the  past  thirty  years.  He 
was  taken  ill  three  days  before  I  saw  him  ; 
had  a  chill,  followed  by  fever  and  pain  in  the 
side,  and  delirium  tremens.  He  had  been  on  a 
spree  two  weeks, and  had  caught  a  severe  cold. 
Upon  examination  I  found  one  lung  ex- 

tensively hepatized  and  bronchial  rales  over 
the  chest,  great  delirium  and  constant  mutter- 

ing. When  spoken  to  he  gave  rational  an- 
swers. His  was  really  a  forlorn  case.  I  told 

his  friends  how  ill  he  was,  and  not  caring  to 
bear  the  responsibility  alone  I  advised  a  con- 

sultation. Another  doctor,  of  very  extensive 
practice  and  a  great  deal  of  ability,  was  called 
in.  We  both  agreed  that  bis  case  was  well  nigh 
hopeless;  but  still  I  held  oa.  Judge  our  sur- 

prise when  he  was  out  of  bed  in  two  weeks 
quite  well,  and  is  alive  to-day.  Both  of  us 
thought  that  he  had  taken  his  last  spree. 

I  have  seen  men  recover  from  several  at- 
tacks of  convulsions  in  delirium  tremens  ;  I 

have  attended  patients  in  repeated  attacks. 
People  say  that  the  third  attack  of  delirium 
tremens  is  surely  fatal.  I  have  seen  men  die 
in  the  first  seizure,  and  I  have  known  men  to 
recover  after  a  baker's  dozen.  It  is  well, 
therefore,  never  to  give  up  hope  of  the  sink- 

ing ship,  especially  if  you  yourself  be  stand- 
ing on  dry  land. 

(To  be  continued.) 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

The  Causes  of  Decay  in  Teeth, 
Dr.  C.  R.  E.  Koch  has  on  article  on  dental 

caries  in  the   American  Journal  of  Dental 
Science,  from  which  we  make  the  following  ex- tracts : 

Let  us  first  look  at  the  predisposing  causes 
of  caries  which  may  be  either  hereditary,  con- 

genital or  accidental. 
That  children,  partaking  in  a  marked  degree 

of  the  general  physique  of  either  of  their  pa- 
rents, will  have  a  similarity  in  shape,  struc- 

ture and  arrangement  of  their  parents'  teeth,  I 
believe  is  generally  conceeded,and  unless  this 
parent  has  become  subject  to  the  ravages  of 
syphilis,  or  other  transmissible  constitutional 
vice,  after  his  or  her  teeth  were  formed,  or 
some  derangement  of  the  child's  own  consti- 

tution during  the  formative  process  has  occur- 
red, to  alter  the  transmitting  good  condition 

of  this  parent's  teeth,  this  law  holds  good. 
In  other  words,  feeble  parents,  and  those  pos- 

sessing poor  teeth,  will  never  find  that  their 
progeny  have  particularly  strong  teeth  ;  where- 

as, parents  who  possess  the  strongest  charac- 
ter of  teeth,  may  fail  to  transmit  these. 

By  congenital,  we  do  not  merely  understand 
those  causes  which  were  operative  during  in- 
tra-uterine  existence  of  the  child,  but  also 
those  which  are  so  previous  to  the  eruption  or 
birth  of  the  tooth.  This  class  of  predisposing 
causes  is  subject  to  a  variety  of  conditions, 
chief  among  which  are  imperfect  nutrition 
supplied  to  the  mother  during  pregnancy  and 
lactation,  and  the  child  up  to  puberty,  and 
lack  of  the  assimilation,  either  through  the 
digestive  organs  failing  to  appropriate  from 
the  blood  the  elements  required,  or  the  tissues 
failing  to  appropriate  from  the  blood  the  ele- 

ments essential  to  them,  either  in  quantity  or 

quality. Diseased  condition  of  the  deciduous  teeth 
may,  by  interfering  with  the  calcification  of 
the  germs  of  the  permanent  teeth,  leave  a 
baneful  influence  upon  the  latter. 
Among  the  accidental  causes  predisposing 

to  caries,  we  must  count,  first,  everything  that 
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•will  give  more  ready  access  to  the  action  of 
the  corroding  agents;  and  secondly,  every- 

thing that  will  aid  in  the  formation  of  these 
agents. 

Blows  fracturing  enamel  or  dentine,  crowd- 
ed and  illy  arranged  teeth,  the  presence  of 

supernumerary  teeth, sudden  thermal  changes, 
as  from  hot  tea  to  ice  water,  badly  performed 
dental  operations,  etc.,  may  be  cited  as  of  the 
first  class.  Any  prolonged  general  derange- 

ment of  the  system,  fevers,  indigestion ,  nervous 
excitements,  carious  or  otherwise  diseased 
teeth,  etc.,  are  instances  of  the  latter  class. 
Pregnancy  is  generally  followed  and  accom- 

panied by  rapid  progress  of  caries  in  the  teeth. 
This  may  be  owing  to  the  fact  that  all  the 
vital  energies  are  engaged  in  a  remote  direc- 

tion, and  tbus  the  approach  of  the  caries  is 
not  resisted  by  the  formation  of  the  zone  of 
consolidation  (of  Tomes)  or  of  calcification; 
or  it  may  be  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  secre- 

tions in  this  condition  become  surcharged  with 
acrid  agents.  But  we  know  that  this  end  is 
accomplished — no  matter  how — and  the  old 
maxim,  "  for  every  child  a  tooth,"  upon  ex- 

amination may  not  be  as  preposterous  as  it 
may  at  a  first  glance  appear. 

The  exciting  cause  is  always  of  a  chemical 
nature,  and  is  either  owing  to  the  presence  of 
acid  or  alkali,  but  most  generally  acid.  I 
must  confess  never  to  have  found  an  alkaline 
reaction  in  caries  when  applying  a  test,  but 
believe  that  this  must  have  been  owing  more 
to  an  improper  procedure  on  my  part  than  to 
the  actual  condition  of  the  caries  tested.  The 
variety  of  caries  in  which  the  white,  chalky 
mass  remains,  and  presents  the  appearance  of 
having  lost  all  its  organic  partich  s,  certainly 
would  cause  one  to  believe  that  alkali  must 
have  been  its  cause.  Even  dilute  adds  will 
readily  act  upon  perfectly  formed  and  healthy 
enamel ;  but  unless  the  dentine  has  become 
exposed,  and  is  of  a  highly  organized  descrip- 

tion, alkali  will  not  act  upon  the  teeth. 
But  no  matter  whether  the  agent  is  acid  or 

alkaline,  it  is  either  held  in  solution  in  the 
fluids  of  the  mouth,  as  they  are  secreted  from 
the  salivary  glands  and  mucous  membrane, 
generated  by  fermentation  from  the  particles 
of  the  food  in  the  interstices  of  the  teeth ;  or 
it  may  be  introduced  as  food,  or  as  medicine. 
Acid  eructations  from  the  stomach,  as  in  dys- 

pepsia, often  vitiate  the  fluids  of  the  mouth. 
Carious  cavities  in  teeth,  and  the  remnants  of 
teeth  which  have  longsince  pa  sed  away,  often 
serve  as  vessels  for  fermentation  of  particles 
of  food.  These  agents  sometimes  act  primarily 
upon  the  enamel,  but  more  generally  they 
penetrate  the  sulci  of  the  molars  and  bicus- 

pids, in  which  the  enamel  is  not  perfectly 
united,  or  any  other  fissure  or  opening,  and 
reaching  the  dentine,  act  quite  readily. 

Before  looking  at  the  remedies  with  which 
to  combat  the  evil  of  dental  caries,  let  us 
briefly  consider  the  consequences  it  may  pro- 

duce. The  immediate  result  is  usually  a  most 
severe  toothache,  resulting  frequently  in  in- 

flammation and  suppuration  of  the  pulp;  in 
periostel  inflammation,  alveolar  abscess  and 
loss  of  the  tooth.  Facial  neuralgia,  hemi- 

plegia, and  other  affections  of  the  nervous 
system,  are  often  caused  by  carious  teeth. 
The  diseased  condition  of  the  teeth  prevents 
proper  mastication,  and  this,  together  with 
their  foul  and  decaying  matter  becoming 
mingled  with  the  ingesta,  is  the  frequent 
cause  of  dyspepsia.  Consumption  is  also  said 
to  be  incited  by  the  fetor  of  the  inhalations. 
Deafness  and  functional  difficulties  of  other 
distant  organs  have  been  ascribed  as  the  result 
of  caries  in  teeth.  Insanity  has  been  cured 
by  the  extraction  of  carious  teeth. 

Enlargement  of  Spleen  Treated  with  Hyposul- 
phite of  Soda. 

Dr.  Thomas  Hill,  of  Danville,  Mo.,  writes 
to  the  Louisville  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal : 
It  having  been  my  fortune  monthly  to  have  to 
treat  several  cases  of  enlargement  of  the 

spleen,  and  finding  all  the  methods  recom- 
mended in  the  books  unsatisfactory,  I  con- 

cluded to  try  the  effect  ot  hyposulphite  of 
soda,  and  met  with  such  good  results  that  I 
am  induced  to  send  you  a  report  of  a  few 
cases  for  the  Journal. 

Case  I.— K.  B.,  set.  eight  months ;  male. 
This  little  child  had  been  having  ague  and 
fever  almost  from  his  birth ;  his  mother  hav- 

ing suffered  with  them  almost  through  her 
whole  pregnancy.  The  whole  family  having 
ague  and  fever  ;  living  on  a  low  mill-pond,  I recommended  a  removal  to  a  more  healthy 
locality,  and  put  them  on  quinine  andiron; 
they  ail  soon  improved,  except  the  baby. 
Upon  carefully  examining  it,  I  detected  the 
presence  of  a  large  ague  cake,  and  made  the 
following  prescription : 

Quinine,  gr.  vhj. 
Hyposulph.  soda,  gr.  xvj. Water,  ^j. 
Elix.  vitriol,  gtts.  vj.  M. 

gjg# — Give  a  teaspoonful  every  two  hours.  A 
poultice  of  hoarhound  to  be  applied  to  the 
spleen.  In  two  days  the  enlargement  had 
subsided,  and  by  the  use  of  small  doses  of 
iodide  of  iron  the  child  was  soon  restored 
to  health. 

Case  II.— Was  an  adult  male.  In  this  case 
ten  grain  doses  of  hyposulphite  of  soda,  with 
one  grain  of  quinine  every  four  hours,  com- 

pleted the  cure. An  infant  seven  months  of  age.  Spleen 
enormously  enlarged,  with  a  yellow-jaundiced 
appearance  of  skin;  chills  and  fever  every 
other  day.  I  put  this  child  under  the  same 
treatment  as  the  first,  with  an  occasional  dose 
of  hydrarg.  cum.  creta  ,  grs.  ij.,  and  in  four 
days  it  was  entirely  restored. 

I  would  here  state,  that  in  the  treatment  of 

ague  and  fever  I  have  repeatedly  us<-d  the  hy- 
posulphite soda,  and  generally  with  good  re- 

sults ;  but  for  it  to  act  beneficially,  1  have 
found  that  it  must  be  dissolved  in  plenty  of 
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water,  or  two  ounces  of  water  to  ten  grains 
for  an  adult. 

I  have  treated  a  good  many  other  cases, 
but  think  these  examples  enough  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  remedy. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  OX  BOOKS. 

 Dr.  Jno.  M.  Wood  worth,  Supervising 
Surgeon  of  theU.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  has  s  ub- 

mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  operations  of 
the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service  for 
the  six  months  ending  December  31, 1871,  and 
the  six  months  ending  December  31,  1870, 
showing  the  number  of  days  of  hospital  relief 
and  the  amount  of  expenditures  incurrred 
for  the  care  and  treatment  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen  ;  also  the  amount  of  hospital  tax  col- 

lected duriDg  the  same  periods. 
The  reduction  of  expenditures  during  the  six 

months  ending  December  31, 1871,  over  the 
six  montns  ending  December  31, 1870,  amounts 
in  the  aggregate  to  over  $40,000,  which  saves 
17  per  cent,  to  the  fund. 

The  amount  of  hospital  tax  collected  during 
the  last  six  months  of  1871  is  10  per  cent, 
greater  than  the  amount  collected  during  the 
corresponding  six  months  of  1870  under  the 
operation  of  the  same  law. 

 Commencing  with  January,  the  Dublin 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Medical  Science  has  been 
transformed  into  a  monthly  with  the  name, 
The  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 

 The  National  Medical  Journal,  published 
at  Washington,  is  still  in  hot  water.  The 
publishers  have  distributed  a  circular  charging 
the  editors  with  direliction  of  duty.  So  much 
for  having  a  medical  journal,  which  ought  al- 

ways to  be  independent,  controlled  in  the 
interests  of  science,  and  under  the  aegis  of 
responsible,  known  professional  gentlemen; 
instead  of  this,  the  creation  of  a  tradesman 
chiefly  employed  for  extending  trade  interests 
and  governed  with  a  view  to  that  result. 

 Nineteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Training  School  for  Feeble-minded 

Children,  Media,  Delaware  county,  1872. 

 Vivisection.    A  prize  essay,  by  C. 
Fleming,  Esq.,  F.  R.  G.  S.,  F.  A.  S.  L.,  Vet- 

erinary Surgeon,  etc.  Philadelphia,  1871. 

Published  by  the  Women's  Branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

A  Physicians'  Counsels  to  Man  in  Health  and 
Disease.  By  Walter  C.  Taylor,  A.  M.,  M. 

D. ,  etc.  Springfield  :  W.  J.  Holland  &  Co. 
1872.  1  vol.,  8vo.,  cloth,  pp.  399.  Sold  by 
subscription. 
This  work  is  intended,  we  presume,  chiefly, 

if  not  wholly,  for  popular  rather  than  scientific 
readers.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  one 
treating  of  man  in  health,  the  other  of  maa 
in  diseased  cooditions.  The  former  embraces 
brief  notices  of  the  anatomy  and  physiology 
of  the  male,  considerations  on  the  history  and 
purposes  of  marriage,  and  very  complete  in- 

structions relating  to  the  hygienic  govern- 
ment of  the  various  epochs  of  life.  The  sec- 

ond part  describes  a  number  of  diseases  pecu- 
liar to  the  male,  arising  more  or  less  from  the 

peculiarities  of  his  organization,  and  contain-* 
suggestions  for  their  treatment  so  far  as  this 
can  be  undertaken  by  persons  of  intelligence, 
without  special  education  in  subjects  strictly 
medical. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  book  we 
have  found  nothing  in  it  morally  or  medically 

objectionable.  The  author's  views  are  care- 
fully presented,  and  generally  well  up  to  the 

requirements  of  modern  thought.  Much  that 
he  writes  deserves  a  far  more  general  dif- 

fusion than  it  has  yet  received  among  general 
readers. 

In  the  preface  the  author  aegues  in  favor  of 
the  necessity  of  a  work  of  this  character  to 
counteract  the  effects  of  ignorance  and  deliber- 

ate vice,  and  acknowledges  his  obligations  to 
Prof.  Hammond  and  Dr.  Acton,  whose  views 
he  closely  follows.  As  the  time  has  gone  by 
when  such  topics  were  studiously  concealed 
from  the  public  we  commend  this  as  good  as 
any  book  of  the  kind  we  have  seen. 

 A  peripatetic  doctor  makes  his  home 
at  New-London,  Ct.,  who  goes  about  from 
house  to  house  hawking  his  nostrums.  He 
opens  the  door  and  sings  out,  "  Anybody  in 
here  got  the  rheumatism,  coughs,  colds,  neu- 

ralgia, heart-disease,  or  anything  else?" 
When  told  "  no,"  he  responds,  "  glad  of  it," 
bangs  the  door  and  moves  on. 
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*F"  Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 

Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 
quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 

yation,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 
teT  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 

brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

8£?~  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 

"We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ol  coun- 
try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fuu<  ot  infor- 

mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 

for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  coriespondents. 

THE  END  OF  THE  DIPLOMA  TRADE. 

Justice,  leaden-footed  as  she  is,  has  at  last 
overtaken  the  traders  in  diplomas.  Oa  the 

21st  of  March,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legisla- 
ture, the  Hon.  Mr.  Randall  made  the  follow- 

ing report  from  the  committee  to  investigate 
the  fraudulent  issue  of  medical  diplomas  : 

"  The  undersigned  members  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of 

January  24, 1872,  to  investigate  the  facts  con- 
cerning the  alleged  corrupt  issuing  of  "medical 

diplomas "  by  any  medical  college  existing 
under  the  law3  of  this  State,  beg  leave  to  sub- 

mit the  following  report : 

"Your  committee  met  on  the  31st  of  January, 
A.  D.  1872,  and  organized  by  electing  A.  M. 
Martin  clerk ;  and  being  profoundly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  subject  committed 
to  their  charge,  have  prosecuted  what  they 
believe  to  be  a  thorough  and  searching,  as 
well  as  a  fair  and  impartial,  investigation  of 
the  charges  referred  to. 

"  The  sessions  of  your  committee  have  all 
been  held  in  public  in  the  cities  of  Phila- 

delphia and  Harrisburg ;  the  proceedings  haye 
all  been  published,  and  the  faculty  and  trus- 

tees of  all  the  institutions  have  had  full  liberty 
to  furnish  any  evidence,  either  exonerating 
themselves  or  implicating  others;  thus,  as 
your  committee  believe,  adapting  every  pre- 

caution to  protect  the  innocent  and  neglecting 
no  proper  means  to  expose  the  guilty. 

"The  institutions  in  regard  to  which  inquiry 
has  been  made  are  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 

vania, the  Jeff  rson  Medical  College,  the 

Philadelphia  University  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, and  the  Eclectic  College  of  Medicine, 

all  of  which  are  located  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

"  In  regard  to  the  two  first  named  institu- 
tions, the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  your  committee 

feel  bound  to  report  that  a  full  and  careful  in- 

quiry has  developed  no  cause  for  suspicion  that 
either  the  trustees  or  faculty  or  any  member 

thereof  have  in  any  way  been  concerned  in 
the  unlawful  issue  of  medical  diplomas  or  the 

improper  issue  of  what  are  termed  "  Honorary 
Degrees."  On  the  contrary,  the  concurrent 
and  uncontradicted  testimony  shows  conclu- 

sively that  persons  connected  with  these  in- 
stitutions have,  from  the  commencement  of 

this  nefarious  traffic  in  diplomas  and  degrees, 

used  all  proper  means  both  to  expose  and  pre- 
vent the  same,  thus  fully  justifying  the  high 

estimate  placed  upon  these  institutions  and 
affording  new  proof  of  their  just  title  to  public 
confidence  and  esteem. 

"The  other  institutions  which  at  present  are 
known  by  the  names  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
College  and  the  Philadelphia  University  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  seem  to  owe  their  cor- 

porate existence  to  some  very  complicated 
and  mysterious  legislation.  The  legislative 
authority  under  which  they  seem  to  act  are, 
first,  the  act  of  February  25, 1850,  by  which 
the  '  Eclectic  College'  was  incorporated,  and 
the  act  of  February  26,  1853,  by  which  the 
American  College  of  Medicine  in  Pennsylva- 

nia was  incorporated.  By  the  act  of  Febru- 

ary 26, 1853,  the  word  'Eclectic'  was  strick- en out  of  the  act  of  February  25,  1850,  the 
original  act.  By  the  act  of  February  15,  1860, 
the  American  College  of  Medicine  in  Penn- 

sylvania and  the  Eclectic  College  of  Philadel- 
phia were  hereafter  to  be  known  by  the  title 

of  the  Eclectic  College. 

"Bytheactof  1867  the  American  University 
of  Philadelphia  was  incorporated,  and  by 
the  terms  of  its  charter  has  no  power  to 
confer  medical  degrees  except  upon  persons 
who  have  passed  through  the  ordinary  clini- 

cal course  of  study.  By  an  act  approved 
March  21, 1865,  we  have  the  first  appearance 
of  the  Philadelphia  University  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  and  this  appears  to  arise  from  a 



April  6,  1 872.] Editorial. 
3°9 

merger  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  and 
the  American  College  of  Medicine. 

"An  examination  of  nine  witnesses  has  con 
vinced  your  committee  that  the  Philadelphia 
University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  under 
the  management  of  Dr.  William  Payne 
and  the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  under  the 
management  of  Dr.  John  Buchanan,  have 
fora  long  time  openly  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
diplomas  to  persons  who  had  not  attended  even 
a  practical  collegiate  course,  and  who  in  many 
instances  were  without  any  medical  or  scien- 

tific attainments  whatever. 

"  It  is  in  evidence  that  Dr.  Payne  made  an 
agreement  for  the  sale  of  diplomas,  for  the 
consideration  of  $200,  conferring  the  degrees 
of  M.  D.  and  LL.  D.  to  a  person  of  whom  he 
knew  nothing  except  the- name,  and  that  in 
pursuance  ©f  this  arrangement  said  diplomas 
were  regularly  made  out  and  signed.  The 
person  named  in  this  instance  is  stated  to 
have  been  an  infant  but  two  years  old.  It 
was  also  proved  that  Dr.  Payne  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  other  parties  to  furnish 
diplomas  for  sale.  In  many  instances  there 
was  positive  proof  that  he  had  issued  the  di 
plomas  of  the  Philadelphia  University  of  Med 
icine  and  Surgery  for  a  consideration  to  per- 

sons who  had  never  attended  any  course  of 
instruction,  and  to  others  who  had  only  attend 
ed  a  few  lectures  in  the  course,  and  almost 
invariably  without  requiring  an  examination 
of  the  person  so  graduated,  or  the  writing  of 
a  thesis. 

"  In  a  numl  erof  cases  witnesses  testify  to 
having  received  meritorious  degrees  in  medi- 

cine, without  study,  examination  or  even  pay- 
ment. An  examination  of  the  books  of 

the  Philadelphia  University  of  Medicine 
and  fcurgery  discloses  the  fact  that  many 
honorary  degrees  from  that  institution  were 
disposed  of  for  money,  the  entries  stating 
specifically  the  amounts  paid  for  such  de- 

grees, and  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  sold. 

The  testimony  concerning  the  illicit  traffic 
in  diplomas  by  the  Eclectic  College  of  Medi- 

cine, under  the  management  of  Dr.  John 
Buchanan,  developed  some  most  astounding 
iacts  connected  with  the  management  of  this 
institution.  It  appears  to  be  notorious  that 
the  sale  of  degrees  by  this  college  was  car- 

ried on  openly  and  systematically.  Diplomas 
from  this  college,  in  regular  form  and  signed 

by  the  faculty,  have  been  granted  to  women 
who  could  not  even  tell  the  location  of  the 
college  ;  and  there  is  abundant  testimony  of 
the  sale  of  degrees  to  persons  who  never  at- 

tended any  of  the  course  or  received  any 
medical  instruction  whatever.  One  of  the 
faculty  testified  before  the  committee  that, 
during  the  time  he  filled  an  important  chair 
in  this  college,  he  visited  a  distant  part  of  the 
State  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  who 
among  the  practicing  physicians  of  that 
locality  were  without  diplomas,  with  the  in- 

tention of  selling  them  degrees  for  whatever 
sum  could  be  obtained. 

Your  committee  feel  bound  to  report  that 
this  illicit  and  disgraceful  traffic  in  diplomas 
by  the  two  colleges  above  named  has  brought 
the  medical  profession  of  the  State  into  dis- 

repute, and  has  done  great  injury  to  the  cha- 
racter and  standing  cf  the  University  of  Penn- 

sylvania and  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 
Several  members  of  the  faculty  of  the  institu- 

tions testified  that  they  are  constantly  in  re- 
ceipt of  letters  from  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 

try and  from  England,  inquiring  upon  what 
terms  and  conditions  diplomas  could  be  pur- 

chased, and  a  number  of  these  letters  were 
produced  before  your  committee,  copies  of 
which  will  be  found  among  the  notes  of  testi- 

mony herewith  submitted. 

"  It  seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  those 
engaged  in  the  nefarious  business  to  create 
the  impression  that  they  really  represented 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadel- 

phia, and  hence  their  endeavors  by  frequent 
legislation  to  obtain  such  names  as  would  be 
likely  to  be  mistaken  for  it.  It  is  certain  from 
the  testimony  adduced  that  both  the  Eclectic 
College  of  Medicine  and  the  Philadelphia 
University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  sold  many 

scholarships  to  persons  wrho  supposed  they 
were  purchasing  the  scholarships  of  the  Uni- 

versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  in  no  known 
instance  was  the  error  corrected  when  the 
student  discovered  the  mistake. 

"  In  view  therefore  of  the  clearly  established 
fact  that  both  the  Eclectic  College  of  Medicine 
and  the  Philadelphia  University  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  have  abused  the  trust  confided  in 
them  by  the  Legislature  by  their  several  acts 
of  incorporation,  by  selling  their  degrees  to 
persons  who  had  not  attended  the  regular 
course  of  instruction,  or  were  in  any  manner 
entitled  to  hold  diplomas  from  a  chartered 
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rated medical  institutions,  is  productive  of 

great  disgrace  to  the  medical  profession  and 
surgery  of  the  community,  respectfully  recom- 
mend  the  passage  of  a  law  repealing  all  former 

laws  incorporating  said  institutions." 
Mr.  Randall  supplied  the  following  pre- 

amble to  the  bill  repealing  the  charter  of  the 
EcUctic  College  :  • 

"  Wheeeas,  It  has  been  ascertained  by  evi- 
dence produced  before  a  committee  of  the 

Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  the  institution  known  as  the  Electic 

Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  has  for  some 
time  past  been  engaged  in  the  unlawful  sale 
and  issuing  of  medical  diplomas  to  persons 
not  quilified  to  receive  the  same,  in  violation 
of  the  spirit  and  terms  of  its  charter,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  the  public  interest,  tending 
to  bring  the  medical  institutions  of  the  State 
into  discredit,  and  endanger  the  public  health 
by  permitting  persons  utterly  unqualified 
to  practice  medicine  to  exhibit  diplomas  im- 

properly obtained ;  therefore,  etc." 
The  bill  then  passed  finally  by  unanimous 

viva  voce  vote. 

Mr.  Rakdatl  also  offered  (the  following 
preamble  to  the  bill  repealing  the  charter  of 
the  Philadelphia  University  of  Medicine  : 

"  Whereas,  It  has  been  ascertained  by  evi- 
dence produced  before  a  committee  of  the 

Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, that  the  institution  known  as  the  Phila- 

delphia University  of  Medicine  has  for  some 
time  past  been  engaged  in  the  unlawful  sale 
and  issuing  of  medical  diplomas  to  persons 
not  qualified  to  receive  the  same,  in  violation 
of  the  spirit  and  terms  of  its  charter,  and  to 
the  great  detriment  of  the  public  interest, 
tending  to  bring  the  medical  institutions  of 
State  into  disrepute  and  endanger  the  public 
health  by  permitting  persons  unqualified  to 
practice  medicine,  to  exhibit  diplomas  so  im- 

properly obained;  therefore,  etc." 
The  bill  then  passed  finally  by  a  unanimous 

viva  voce  vote. 

Mr.  Randall's  energy  and  action  are  most 
praiseworthy,  and  deserve  recognition  from 
the  honest  men  of  all  parties.  Thus  ends, 
we  hope  forever  (for  we  do  not  contemplate 
the  possibility  of  Gov.  Geary  stepping  in 
to  avert  such  just  retribution),  the  disgraceful 
trade  in  degrees  against  which  we  have  so 

long  and  so  earnestly  entered  our  protest. 

We  did  so,  though  threatened  by  these  vil- 
lainous institutions,  not  only  with  libel  suits 

and  all  manner  of  legal  trouble,  but  even,  on 

more  than  one  occasion,  with  personal  vio- 

lence ;  we  continued  doing  so  when  the  le- 
gitimate institutions  of  this  city,  whose  duty 

it  was  to  take  active  measures  to  stop  this 

national  disgrace,  supinely  and  timorously 
held  back  from  this  duty  and  rendered  no 
sort  of  aid  to  our  endeavors,  the  dean  of  one 

not  even  replying  to  a  communication  in 
which  we  ofiered  to  place  in  his  hands  in- 

contestable proof  of  the  sale  of  medical  diplo- 
mas. Suum  cuique,  therefore,  honor  to  whom 

honor  is  due,  for  this  victory. 

THE  ILLINOIS  MEDICAL  AND  DRUG 

BILL. The  State  of  Illinois  has  been  leading  the 

van  of  late  years  in  sound  and  liberal  legisla- 
tion. Her  new  constitution,  her  action  on  the 

sale  of  intoxicants  and  her  policy  toward 

education,  rightfully  claim  praise  from  think- 

ing men. 
We  now  subjoin  a  copy  of  a  bill  for  an  act 

to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  and  the  sale  of  medicines  and  drugs 
in  the  State,  which  was  recently  passed  by  the 

Legislature  at  Springfield. 
Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the 

State  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  per- 

son who  has  not  graduated  at  some  medical 
college  or  school,  or  who  cannot  produce  a 
certificate  of  qualification  from  some  State, 

county,  city  or  district  medical  society,  com- 
posed of  not  less  than  six  members,  and  who 

cannot  produce  a  certificate  of  good  moral 
character  from  some  court  of  record  in  the 
United  States  or  the  territories  thereof,  to 
practice  medicine  or  surgery  in  any  of  their 
departments,  for  reward  or  compensation,  or  to 
attempt  to  practice  either  medicine  or  surgery 
in  any  of  their  departments,  or  to  prescribe 
medicine  or  medicines  for  reward  or  compensa- 

tion, within  the  State  of  Illinois  :  Provided, 
this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  be  regularly  engaged  in  the 
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practice  of  either  of  the  said  sciences  in  any 
of  their  departments  within  this  State,  on  the 
first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  per- 
son, who  is  not  a  graduate  of  some  college 

or  school  of  medicine  or  pharmacy,  or  who 
shall  not  have  a  certificate  of  qualification 
from  some  State,  county,  city  or  district 
society  of  physicians  or  pharmaceutists, 
to  dispense  medicines  by  prescription,  for 
reward  or  compensation,  or  to  attempt  to 
dispense  the  same  by  prescription,  without 
the  qualification  in  this  section  provided,  with- 

in this  State :  Provided,  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
apply  to  persons  who  have  been  regularly 
engaged  iu  the  dispensing  of  medicines  by 
prescription,  within  this  State,  for  the  space 
of  one  year  next  preceding  July  first,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy-two. 

Sec.  3.  All  prescriptions  for  mixing  or  com- 
pounding of  medicines  by  physicians,  sur- 

geons or  other  persons  engaged  iu  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  or  surgery,  in  this  State,  shall 

be  written  in  the  English  language,  in  all 
cases  where  the  same  can  be  done. 

h  4.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to 
sell,  barter  or  exchange,  or  to  attempt  to  sell, 
barter  or  exchange,  withia  this  State,  any 
compound  or  patent  medicine,  until  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  his  or  their  duly  author- 

ized agent,  shall  have  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  county  court  of  any  county  in  this 
State,  in  which  such  sale,  barter  or  exchange 
is  proposed,  a  full  statement  of  the  ingre- 

dients or  constituent  parts  of  which  such 
compound  or  patent  medicine  is  composed, 
which  statement  shall  be  verified  by  the  affi- 

davit of  the  person  filing  the  same,  and  shall 
be  made  before  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  whose 

office  the  same  is  filed,  and  carefully  preserv- 
ed by  such  clerk. 

h  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  clerks  of  this 
State,  with  whom  any  such  statement  is  filed, 
to  immediately  record  the  same  in  a  book  to 
be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  for  which 
recording,  filing  and  administering  the  oath 
to  the  person  making  such  affidavit,  he  shall 
be  entitled  to  charge  and  collect  a  fee  of  one 
dollar,  and  which  book  shall  be  deemed  a 
public  record  at  all  times  when  the  office  is 
open — to  be  for  the  inspection  of  all  persons 
desirous  of  examining  the  same. 

§  6.  Any  person  who  shall  violate  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  proceeded 
against,  either  by  indictment  or  by  informa- 

tion before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, and  upon  conviction,  shall  be  fined  for 

the  first  offense  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  and  for  the 
second  offense  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  nor 
more  than  two  hundred,  and  it  shall  be  a  part 
of  the  sentence  that  the  person  convicted 
shall  stand  committed  until  the  fine  and  costs 
are  paid :  Provided,  the  provisions  of  section 
one  of  this  act  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 

apply  to  persons  practicing  dentistry. 
§  7.  Any  person  swearing  falsely  to  any 

statement  provided  in  this  act  to  be  verified 
by  affidavit,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury, 
and  upon  conviction,  shall  be  punished  as  is 
now  or  may  hereafter  be  provided  by  law  for 
that  offense. 

§  8.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  all  State's 
attorneys,  sheriffs,  coroners,  constable  and 
peace  officers,  to  see  that  the  provisions  of 
this  act  are  properly  enforced  within  their 
respective  districts. 
We  believe  the  general  tenor  of  this  bill 

will  be  heartily  commended  by  all  intelligent 
and  honest  members  of  either  avocation  which 

it  affects.  Especially  do  the  clauses  relating 

to  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  patent  medi- 
cines meet  our  unqualified  approval.  Since 

the  failure  of  medical  associations  to  take  any 

decided  action  on  the  subject,  it  is  high  time 
that  legislatures  look  after  the  welfare  of  the 

people  in  this  respect.  Would  that  other 
States  would  speedily  follow  the  example  here 

set! 

Notes  and  Comments. 

The  Few  Health  Officer  of  New  York. 
One  of  the  best  appointments  ever  made  by 

the  Executive  of  a  State  was  the  appoint- 
ment by  Gov.  Hoffman  of  Dr.  S.  Oakley 

Yanderpoel,  of  Albany,  to  the  position  of 
Health  Officer  of  New  York.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  important  offices  in  the  country  held 
by  a  medical  man,  and  the  profession  and  peo- 

ple of  New  York  and  the  country  are  to  be 
congratulated  that  such  an  efficient  man  has 
been  appointed  to  it. 
The  following  letter  has  been  addressed  to 
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Dr.  Yanderpoel  by  prominent  medical  men 
of  New  York : 

New  York,  Feb.  28, 1872. 
S.  O.  Vandebpofl,  M.  D.,  Albany. 

Bear  Sir :  We  have  heard  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction  of  your  nomination  by  the  Gov- 

ernor as  Health  Officer  of  the  port  of  N  w 
York.  We  regard  it  as  mo-t  fortunate,  for 
the  credit  and  interests  of  all  concerned,  that 
the  above  office  should  be  filled  by  an  incum- 

bent like  yourself,  fitted  by  every  personal 
and  professional  qualification  to  perform  its 
duties  in  the  best  possible  manner.  Possess- 

ing, a<*  you  do,  the  entire  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  the  profession,  your  confirmation  and 

acceptance  would  be  received  with  universal 
s  £t 1  is  fi £IC  t  i  O II 

(Signed)  Edward  Delafield,  M.D.;  John  T. 
Metcalfe,  M.  D. ;  Isaac  E.  Taylor,  M.  D. ; 
T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.D. ;  A.  Clark,  M.  D  ; 
W.  H.  Van  Buren,  M.D. ;  Willar^  Parker, 
M.  D. ;  Alfred  L.  Loomis,  M.  D. ;  Wm.  Det- 
mold,  M.  D.;  T.  M.  Markoe,M.  D. ;  A.  Dubois, 
M.  D. ;  Austin  Flint  ,  M.D. ;  Charles  A.  Budd, 
M.  D.;  J.  C.  Dalton,  M.D.;  John  J.  Crane, 
M.D. ;  H.  B.  Sands,  M.D.;  C.  Henschel.M.  D. ; 
John  G.  Curtis,  M.  D. ;  Edw.  Fowler,  M.  D. : 
Geo.  A.  Peters,  M.D. ;  E.  R.  Peaslee,  M.  D. ; 
W.  H.  Draper,  M.  D.;  L.  Ranney,  M.  D.; 
John  O.  Stone,  M.D. ;  Gustavus  A.  Sabine, 
M.D.;  C.  F.  Hey  wood,  M.D.;  Henry  D. 
Noyes,  M.D. 

Proper  Action. 

The  city  council  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  appointed 
Drs.FiNDLEY  and  Brehmats  on  the  city  board 
of  health  with  Dr.  Allen,  a  homeopathist. 
They  very  properly  declined  to  serve,  giving 
their  reasons  as  follows : 

"  As  members  oi  the  medical  profession 
who  have  subscribed  to  the  code  of  medical 
ethics,  above  quoted  from,  we  are  bound  by 
all  its  proJiibitions,  as  well  ps  by  its  require- 

ments ;  and  in  that  code  it  is  most  emphati- 
cally written :  '  No  one  can  be  considered 

as  a  regular  practitioner,  or  a  fit  associate  in 
consultations,  whose  practice  is  based  upon 
an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the 

accumulated  experience  of  the  profession.' 
Now  as  homopathy  is  an  exclusive  dogma, 
upon  which  is  based,  as  we  believe,  an  exclu- 

sive and  most  irrational  practice,  we  are 
positively  debarred  from  all  recognition  of  or 
consultation  with  it. 

"  In  saying  this,  we  must  not  be  understood 
as  derogating  in  the  slightest  degree  or  man- 

ner from  Dr.  Allen,  as  an  honorable  man  or 
good  citizen.  Aside  from  homopathy,  he 
has  our  respect  and  esteem.  But  as  a  homo- 
pathist  we  £an  have  no  consultation  with  him. 

There  is  no  common  ground  on  which  we  can 
meet.  And  this  is  not  our  fault.  Our  code  of 
ethics  was  matured  long  before  homopathy 
was  born.  Being  the  willing  victims  of  a 
medical  schism,  which  ignores  medical  philoso- 

phy, medical  science  and  medical  reason, 
homopathists  cannot  complain  if,  like  all 
other  schismatics,  they  forfeit  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  profession  from  which 

they  separated." 
Premature. 

In  one  of  the  stories  which  is  appearing  as 
a  serial  in  a  periodical  published  in  New 
York,  the  heroine  describes  herself  as  having 
been  chloroformed  by  burglars  thirty  years 
ago.  This  must  have  been  in  1841,  more 
than  six  years  before  chloroform  was  first 
used  as  an  anaesthetic  in  a  Scotch  hospital. 
We  may  add  that  neither  before  nor  since 

have  aoy  heroines  except  "  willing  victims" 
been  overcome  by  this  means. 

Big  Babies. 
Dr.  Sigworth,  of  Vanderbilt,  Iowa,  writes 

us : 
"In  the  February  24th  number  cf  the  Medi- 

cal and  Surgical  Reporter  are  cases 

reported  by  Dr.  Crampton  of  plural  births, 

weight,  etc.  i 
"In  reading  it  and  seeing  the  combined 

weight  of  the  children,  I  am  reminded  of  two 
extraordinary  cases  of  large  births  in  my  prac- 

tice here  on  the  Iowa  prairies. 
"  Mrs.  C,  Irish ;  husband  Bohemian ; 

October  5, 1869,  sixth  labor,  son ;  weight  when 
dressed  sixteen  pounds.  January  18,  1872, 
seventh  labor ;  son,  fifteen  pounds.  In  labor 
each  time  between  two  and  three  hours." 

The  Blood  in  Syphilis  and  Small-Pox. 
The  appearances  which  Dr.  Lostorfer 

claims  to  have  found  in  the  blood  of  syphilitic 
patients  are  described  as  small  shining  bodies, 
from  the  surface  of  which  projections  are  oc- 

casionally visible.  They  increase  in  numbers 
by  a  process  of  sprouting  or  proliferation. 
Other  bodies  are  thus  formed,  which  in  turn 
send  off  sprouts,  which  separate  and  pursue  an 
independent  existence. 

In  small-pox  bacteria  have  been  found  in 
the  blood  immediately  around  the  pock,  and 
Dr.  Neukomm,  of  Zurich,  has  discovered  pe- 

culiar large  crystallized  bodies,  the  nature  of 
which  he  has  not  yet  determined. 
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There  are  other  diseases,  as  scarlatina  and 
erysipelas,  in  which  the  blood  is  said  to  pre- 

sent some  similar  anomalous  characters.  We 
are  pleased  to  learn  that  several  students  in 
this  country  are  devoting  earnest  attention  to 
the  subject. 

 The  cultivation  of  the  poppy  in  France 
is  steadily  increasing,  and  it  now  occupies 
about  50,600  acres,  of  the  value  of  4,500,000 

francs,  yielding  opium  to  the  value  of  2,000,- 
000  francs  per  year.  Different  samples  of 
opium,  raised  in  various  parts  of  Europe, 
yielded  from  8  to  13  per  cent,  of  morphine. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Treatment  of  True  Croup  by  Inhalation  of  Gly- 
cerine Myrrh  and  Carbolic  Acid. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
My  brother,  aged  three  years,  was  taken 

with  true  croup,  having  the  peculiar  cough. 
croupal  cough,  accompanied  by  sonorous  or 
stridulous  breathing.  He  had  slight  fever 
and  flushed  face  for  a  week  be  ore  the  above 
symptoms  set  in ;  having  no  catarrhal  symp- 

toms whatever.  The  usual  treatment  em- 
v  loyed  in  this  disease  was  applied,  but  with- 

out any  benefit.  Having  lost  a  case  the  week 
previous  I  determined  to  try  some  other  treat- 

ment on  this  case.  I  ordered  the  following 
treatment : 

R.  Glycerine, 
T^inct.  myrrh,   aa.  gijss. 
Carbolic  acid,  grs.ij. 

M 
To  be  applied  every  six  hours,  through  the 

complete  steam  atomizer. 
It  was  applied  f  r  the  first  twenty-four 

hours  with  but  very  little  relief  to  the  patient, 
when  I  ordered  it  to  be  applied  every  hour  for 
five  or  ten  minutes  at  a  time.  When  the 
third  application  had  been  made  the  cough 
became  more  free  and  moist.  The  applica- 

tions were  made  every  hour  for  fifteen  hours, 
when  there  was  free  secretion  from  the  nose, 
with  expectorations  of  mucus  and  purulent 
matter.  Recovery  from  the  disease  is  the  result 
of  the  above  treatment.  I  have  used  the 
same  treatment  in  scarlatina  anginosa  and 
diphtheria  with  good  success,  reducing  the  in- 

flammation and  cooling  the  parts.  The  effect 
of  the  medicine  is  supposed  to  increase  the 
secretions  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  re- 

duce tumefaction.  Whether  there  is  anything 
in  this  as  a  treatment  for  true  croup  is  to 
be  determined  by  further  trial.  Hoping  to 
hear  from  some  one  I  am  yours  with  respect. 

N.  M.  Meak,  M.  D. 
Callensburg,  Pa.,  March  18,  1872. 

Explanation  Concerning  Gynaecology. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: 

In  the  Reporter  of  February  lOlh,  Ko. 
781,  I  read  a  communication  from  one  Dr. 
Bahnson,  in  which  he  makes  a  terrific  on- 

slaught upon  another  correspondent,  "  Medi- 
cus"  by  name.  It  being  probable  that  "Medi- 
cus"  is  entirely  annihilated,  I  <k  rise  to  ex- 

plain." 

That  the  science  of  gynaecology  merits  at- 
tentive study  by  every  practitioner  of  medi- 

cine, I  presume  every  sane  man  will  readily 
admit;  but  that  it  is  necessary  to  run  rabid  upon 
the  subject,  at  the  least  intimation  of  doubt 
in  respect  to  any  of  all  its  boastful  achieve- 

ments and  success,  I  certainly  should  not  ad- 
mit. I  presume  it  has  been  the  province  of 

your  assailed  correspondent,  as  it  has  been 
mine,  to  witness  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
speculum  and  cauterization.  I  think  it  is  this 
that  he  cries  out  against,  and  not  the  r<  raoval 
of  polypi.  I  venture  he  would  say  "  good  fel- 

low, Dr.  Bahnson,  go  on,  remove  more." But  it  is  in  regard  to  those  knights  of  the 
speculum  and  caustic,  in  whose  vivid  imagi- 

nation about  one-half  of  their  iemale  patients 
are  seriously  afflicted  with  ulceration  of  the 
os  or  cervix  uteri,  or  other  uterine  malady, 
that  he  would  cry  "hold,  consider!"  They  in- 

sist upon  a  digital  or  specular  examination, 
because  it  is  necessary,  of  course.  They  thank 
God  they  never  examined  a  woman  thus  unless 
it  was  very  necessary,  oh  no !  I  know  a  case 
in  which  the  use  of  the  speculum  was  at- 

tempted in  a  girl  fifteen  years  of  age  for  al- 
leged ulceration.  The  evidence  of  her  virtue 

was  of  a  modt  decided  character,  and  after 
considerable  futile  manipulation  the  pain, 
hemorrhage  and  shock  were  so  severe  that 
the  "  celebrated''''  was  fain  to  desist.  The  re- 

sult was,  a  brother  practitioner  had  a  patient 
for  some  weeks. 

It  has  been  my  fortune  to  treat  a  goodly 
number  of  cases  from  the  hands  of  these  same 
specialists,  who  after  months  of  suffering  had 
left  them  in  disgust.  In  the  most  of  these, 
appropriate  constitutional  treatment  was 
quickly  successful  in  restoring  them  to  health. 
And  now  I  unhesitatingly  assert  that  nine 
tenths  of  the  cases  that  are  treated  by  cau- 

terization throughout  the  country  may  be 
cured  just  as  quickly  without  this  humiliating 
method  of  treatment.  But  to  illustrate  this 
boasted  superior  knowledge  and  skill,  I 
mention  a  case  :  Mrs.  S  after  over  four 
months  special  manipulation  and  cauterization, 
found  herseif  bed  fast,  and  dismissed  her  skill- 

ful attendant ;  and  I  was  c  lied.  With  some 
difficulty  I  replaced  an  enlarged  and  badly  re- 
troverted  uterus,  and  after  the  introduction  of 
a  double  lever  supporter,  she  almost  im- 

mediately arose  from  her  bed,  and  after  wear- 
ing the  instrument  a  short  time,  it  was  re- moved and  she  is  a  well  woman  now.  But  on 

the  point  of  knowledge  and  cleverness,  I  notice 
one  more  case. 

Mrs.  M.,  after  years  of  suffering,  was  recom- 
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mended  by  her  last  medical  attendant  to  call 
another  physician.  He  was  also  one  of  those 
fellows  who  perambulate  with  a  speculum 
under  one  arm  and  a  stick  of  caustic  under  the 
other.  He  had  had  years  of  boasted  success- 
he  did  have  pecuniary  success — in  this  branch 
of  the  profession.  He  pronounced  the  case 
prolapsus  of  the  womb— after  an  ocular  in- 

spection of  the  par:s.  I  was  called  and  found 
a  case  of  retroversion  of  the  bladder,  with 
almost  entire  procidentia  of  the  organ,  the 
fundus  protruding  from  the  vulva.  I  relieved 
the  sufferings  of  the  patient  and  the  distended 
bladder  simultaneously,  by  a  simplff  opera- 
tion. 

I  hope  you  never  will  infer  from  what  I 
have  written  that  I  condemn  the  use  of  the 
speculum.  Not  at  all ;  only  the  wholesale  use 
of  it,  because  it  pays.  Dr.  Bahnson  is  right; 
it  does  pay.  Five,  ten  and  even  twenty 
dollar s  an  operation!  Of  course!  It  is  so 
wonderfully  difficult  to  perform.  I  wish  to 
claim  for  my  medical  brethren  honesty  and 
integrity  of  character.  I  keep  a  speculum 
and  use  it  when  I  think  it  required.  I  have 
not  found  it  difficult  to  manipulate,  but  per- 

haps I  da  not  do  it  scientifically.  I  am  always 
glad  to  award  praise  to  every  merited  success. 

Theo.  W.  Sttjll,  M.  D. 
Marengo  III. 

Epidemic  of  Influenza,  Etc. 

Eds  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter : 

We  are  at  present  having  one  of  the  great- 
est epidemics  over  this  section  of  country 

that  has  ever  been  known  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 
That  prevailing  in  this  immediate  vicinity  is 
influenza  (some  cases  of  which  have  proved 
fatal)  and  remittent  fever  (which  has  in  most 
cases  been  mild  and  running  a  short  course 
under  proper  medical  treatment).  The  former 
we  find  to  be  most  benefited  by  quinine  in 
large  doses  the  latter  by  quinine  and  dilute 
nitro  muriatic  acid.  In  some  cases  it  has  been 
necessary  to  give  mild  cathartics  to  relieve 
nausea  and  vomiting  before  this  treatment. 
Some  few  cases  would  not  bear  tonics  until 
convalescence  had  commenced. 

"VVe  hear  of  some  of  our  neighboring  towns being  afflicted  with  an  epidemic  of  spotted 
fever,  aud  a  good  many  fatal  cases. 

Small-pox  has.  invaded  some  few  towns  in 
our  country  ;  at  east  we  have  reports  of  such. 
There  have  also  been  some  deaths  in  the  coun- 

try from  scarlet  fever,  but  this  disease  is  not 
very  prevalent. 

Very  truly  yours, 
C.  W.  Erisbie,  M.  D. 

East  Springfield,  N.  F.,  March  19,  1872. 
[The  regretted  Col.  Coolidge,  late  Medical 

Inspector  U.  S.  A.,  who  had  had  experience 
in  several  violent  epidemics  of  influenza,  in- 

formed us  on  one  occasion  that  he  deemed  the 
following  dose  e  specific  if  taken  early  : 

R.    Qainise  sulphat.,  gr.  vj. 
Pulv.  ipecac,  et  opii,  comp.  gr.  x.  M. 

Ft.  cht.  j. 

We  can  testify  to  its  value..— Eds.  Rep.] 
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Commencements. 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  annual  commencement  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva- 

nia (106th  session)  took  place  March  13th,  at 
the  Academy  of  Music.  A  large  audience 
was  in  attendance,  notwithstanding  the  disa- 

greeable weather.  The  stage  presented  a 
handsome  appearance,  the  bouquets  intended 
for  presentation  to  the  graduates  being  ar- 

ranged in  a  very  pretty  manner,  on  each  side 
of  the  stage.  Carl  Sentz's  orchestra  was  pre- 

sent, and  for  an  hour  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  exercises,  entertained  the 

audience  with  choice  selections  of  music. 
The  Faculty  and  Trustees  of  the  institution, 

and  the  graduating  class,  assembled  at  the 
University  building  on  Ninth  street,  formed 
in  procession  and  marched  to  the  academy. 
As  they  entered  the  building  and  took  their 
places  on  the  stage  the  orchestra  performed 
'•The  University  March,"  dedicated  to  the 
class  of  '72,  by  Paul  Sentz. The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  Elias  R.  Beadle,  D.D.  C  harles  J.  Stilfe 
LL.D.,  Provost,  conferred  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  upon  the  following  graduates : 

Pa.  M attack,  Frank  H. 

Pa. 
N.  Y. N.  J. Del. 
Ma:  s Pa. Pa. 

Pa. Pa, Pa Pa 

Pa. 

Pa. 

Bauer,  Lo  iifl  G. Bowen  George  W. Bradner  Henry  K. 
Brock,  Harry  D. 
Corst- .  Wm.  H. 
Daie,  Jno.  Lombard Dannaker,  C.  A.  Jr. 
Davis,  Warren  N. Eekfeldt,  John  W. 
Krdman,  John  Dallas 
Evans  Howard 
Eves,  James  S. ><inley,  James  A. 
Fisher,  Oliver  H. 
Fries,  Wm.  Armstrong  Pa 
Fuqua.  Adelbert  L.  Tenu Furmss,  Joseph  Pa 
Garber,  Abraham  P.  Pa 
Garrison,  Chas.  G.  Pa 
Gilbert,  Sam'l  F. Green,  Geo.  Dillwyn  Pa. 
Gnenwald,  Mand.  O.  Pa. 
Hanks,  Luci<  n  A.  N.  C. 
Heaiy,  John  J.  Pa. Heritage,  Paul  S.  N.  J 
Hew  son,  Charles  W.  N.  8. 
Hobensack,  John  D.  Ohio. 
Hotf,  Lawrence  B.  Pa. 
Honeyman,  John  0.  N.  J 
Humphrey,  Wm.  John  Pa. 
Hunter,  Thomas  Pa. 
Keim,  Milton  (D.D.S)  Pa. Kirkbride,  Joseph  J.  Pa 
Kline,  Willoughby  C  Pa. 
Labor,  William  S.  N.  J. 
Lawrence,  Joseph  Pa. 
Leedom,  Oscar  Pa. 
Linn,  George  W.  Pa. Longnecker,  Jerome  Pa. 

Del 

Pa. Miller,  Henry  H.  Pa. 
Moyer,  Dmiel  P.  Pa. Muhlenberg,  Wm.  F.  Pa. McGuffin,  R.  M.  J.  W.  Va. 
McLennan,  Angus  N.  S. 
McNeill,  R  Prince  Ed.  I. 
Neale,  Wm  P.  W.  Va. Osterstock,  Jos.  H.  Pa. 
Partenheimer,  J.  R.  Pa.. Potter,  Ezra  B.,  Jr. 
Ranck,  Charles  B. Ranck  John  W. 
Re*,  Jas.  Culbertson 
Reese,  Wm.  P. 
Ridge,  Maurice  L. 
Rogers  William  T. Rumberger.  Cyrus  C. "'chmitt,  Julius 

Pa.  |  Sehnell,  Joseph  H Sewall  Charles  A. 
Shannon,  Albert 
Slifer,  Levi  K. 
Smith,  Uharles  H. 
Smith,  Thos.  Sosinski 
Snively,  Summer  E. 
Stephen,  Walker  R. Stewart,  Da^id,  Jr. 
Stewart,  Robert  C 
Swartsweller,  P.  E. 
Taylor,  Sewell,  O.  B. Thorn,  A. 
Twitmyer,  John  H. Walker,  James  B. 
Weldin,  Charles  E. West,  Francis  Bayly 
Weist,  Lewis  B. 
Woodburn,  Skiles  M 
Yocum,  Benjamin  B. 

N.  Y. Pa. 
Pa. Pa. 
Va. 
Pa. 

Ga. Pa. 
N.  Y. 

Ohio. Pa. N.J. 

Pa. Pa. 
Pa. 

N-  Y. Pa. 

Del. Pa. 
N.  J. Va. 

Pa. 

Pa. 

Pa. 

Del. 

Va. 

Y&. 

Pa. 
Pa. 

Massey,  James  T. 
At  the  commencement  held  June  29th, 
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1871,  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was 
conferred  upon  the  following  gentlemen  : 

Casper  Morris  Cheston,  Maryland. 
Arthur  Vincent  Meigs,  Pennsylvania. 
William  Pratt  Read,  Pennsylvania. 
John  W.  Warren,  Delaware. 
Of  the  foregoing  there  were  from— 

Delaware  5 
Georgia   1 
Maryland   1 
Massachusetts   1 
New  Jersey   7 
New  Vork   4 
North  Carolina   1 
Nova  Scotia   2 

Ohio   2 
Pennsylvania  52 
Prince  Edward's  Island. . .  1 Tennessee   1 
Virginia  3 
West  Virginia   2 
Total  83 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  conferring  of  the 
degrees,  the  Dean,  Dr  Rogers,  announced  that 
the  Faculty  desired  to  make  public  honorable 
mention  of  two  members  of  the  graduating 
class  on  account  of  the  original  investigation 
and  research  exhibited  in  their  theses.  These 
gentlemen  are  Dr.  Thomas  Hunter,  of  Penn- 

sylvania, whose  subject  was.  "  The  Corres- 
pondence of  Convulsions  of  the  Brain  with 

markings  on  the  Interior  of  the  Cranium,"  and 
William  T.Rogers,  of  Georgia,  "  Hemorrhagic 
Ma'arial  Fever." 

The  valedictory  address  was  delivered  by 
D.  Hayes  Agnew,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
The  audience  was  then  dismissed  with  a 

benediction. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  LOUISIANA. 
The  commencement  exercises  of  the  Medical 

Department  of  the  University  of  Louisiana 
were  held  on  Saturday  afternoon,  16ih  inst., 
at  Odd  Fellows'  Hail.  The  exercises  had 
gathered  at  the  hall  a  large  number  of  the 
friends  of  the  institution,  and  the  proceedings 
were  of  more  than  usual  interest.  Dr.  T.  G-. 
Richardson,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine, 
opened  the  ceremonies  by  reading  the  list  of 
graduates,  upon  whom  the  Hon.  Randell  Hunt, 
President  of  the  Uuiversity  of  Louisiana,  con- 

ferred the  d  gree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine, 
There  were  58  graduates  in  medicine,  and  two 
in  Pharmacy. 
The  Hon.  Warren  Stone,  M.  D.,  delivered 

the  salutatory.  The  ceremonies  were  con- 
cluded by  a  valedictory  pronounced  by  Dr. 

Lafayette  G.  Durr,  of  Mississippi,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  graduating  class,  which  was 
an  able  effort,  listened  to  with  much  attention 
by  everybody  present. 

WASHINGTON  UNIVERSITY,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 

The  fifth  annual  commencement  of  the 
Medical  Departmetn  of  Washington  Univer- 

sity at  Baltimore  took  place  February  22d. 
Hon.  Eli  J.  Henkle,  president  of  the  board  of 
visitors,  conferred  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  on  fifty-seven  graduates.  The  ad- 

dress to  the  graduates  was  delivered  by  H. 
Clay  Dailum^Esq.,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  visitors. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  IOWA. 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  Iowa  State 
University  closed  its  session  March  6th.  The 
class  in  attendance  was  a  large  one  for  the 
second  year.  The  following  is  a  list  of  gradu- 

ates :  j.  B.  Charlton,  S.  M.  Barnes,  P.  H. 
Barnes,  J.  W.  Davis,  Nathan  Hunt,  Jessie 
Holmes.  J.  M.  Jennings,  J.  H.  Kulp,  M.  W. 
Lilly,  W.  H.  Nichols,  C.  O.  Paquin,  J.  H. 
Reynolds,  F.  B.  Wing,  C.  S.  Webber,  Mrs. 
Ann  A.  Shepard,  Mrs.  Isabel  G.  Whitefield — 1 
16. Nine  ladies  attended  lectures,  and  seventy- 
five  students  in  all. 

Small-pox  in  Philadelphia— 8,114  Cases  and  3,- 879  Deaths 

The  report  of  the  Health  Officer  of  Phila- 
delphia for  1871  gives  t?  e  following  detailed 

statement  of  the  ravages  of  the  small-pox  in 
that  ci  y,  showing  au  extraordinary  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  during  the  closing 
months  of  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  re- 

ported each  month  was  : 
January   13  July 
February   6 
March   4 
Apdl   8 

May 

June. 

15 

August   58 
Seprember   Ill October    1,628 
November   2,944 

11  (December   3,307 

Total  number  of  cases   8,114 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
cases  aud  deaths,  with  the  ratio  of  deaths  in 
each  ward,  during  the  year: 

Wards.  Cases. 
Fint   246 
Second   323 
't  hird   313 Fourth   470 
Fifth   248 
Sixth   1»1 
Seventh   370 
Eighth   144 Ninth    148 
Tenth   414 
Eleventh   287 
Twel'th   216 
Thirteen' h   263 Fourteenth   295 
Fifteenth   387 
Sixteenth   308 
Seventeenth   306 
Eighteenth   410 
Nineteenth   537 
Twentieth  1336 
Twenty- first   16 
Twenty-second   48 
Twenty-third   117 
Twenth-fourth   131 
Twenty-fitth   148 
Twenty-sixth   268 
Twenty -seventh   55 
Twenty-eighth  149 
Total  8,114 

Deaths. 
48 

74 104 
117 

51 

18 
61 

27 

20 

61 

59 
43 
44 

51 

61 

104 
66 

89 
125 
207 

2 
5 

31 

23 
30 

42 
12 
41 

1,879 

Ra*io  of 
Deaths 
1  in  5.1 1  in  4.5 

1  in  3-0 

1  in  5  0 
1  in  4  8 
1  in  8.9 
1  in  6.0 
1  in  5  3 1  in  7.4 1  in  6.7 
1  in  4.8 
1  in  5  0 

1  in  5.9 1  in  5  7 
1  in  6.3 
1  in  2.9 
1  in  4.6 1  in  4  6 
1  in  4.2 1  in  6.4 
1  in  8.0 
1  in  9.6 1  in  3.7 
1  in  5.7 
1  in  4.9 1  in  6.3 lin45 
1  in  3.1 

1  in  4.3 

The  small-pox  mortality  in  this  city  during 
the  year  was  greater  than  in  any  previous 
year  on  record,  as  is  seen  from  the  following 
statement,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from 
the  loathsome  disease  in  the  years  when  it 
has  been  most  prevalent  in  the  past : 
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Yepr. 
1823. 
1824. 
1834. 
1841. 
1845. 
1846. 
1851. 

Deaths. 
 145 
 160  325 
 195 

.251 
.216 

Year. 1852.. 
1SS6... 
1856... 1861... 
1862... 
1864... 
1865. . . 
1871... 

Deaths. 
 427  275 
 390 
 758 
  264 
  524   1879 

The  mortality  during:  the  year  1871,  from 
small-pox,  was  the  highest  that  ever  has  been 
reached  in  this  city— 2  78  deaths  in  every 
1,000  persons  living;  in  the  year  1824  the 
deaths  amounted  to  325,  or  2.37  deaths  in 
every  1,000  persons  living. 

 On  Thursday  a  Baltimore  jury,  in  the 
case  of  a  man  accused  of  attempt  to  extort 
money,  returned  a  verdict,  u  Not  guilty,  by 
reason  of  insanity  at  the  time,  but  sane  at 
the  present  time !" 

Medical  Pat  nts. 

L;st  of  patents  issued  from  the  United 
States  Patent  Office  to  Medical  Inventors,  for 
the  week  ending  March  19,  1872,  and  each 
bearing  that  date.  Furnished  this  paper  by 
Cox  &  Cox,  Salicitors  of  Patents,  Washington, 
DC: 

Medical  Compound  for  skin  diseases.— F.  W.  A.  Ber- 
gengren,  Stockholm,  Sweden. 
Medic  1  Compound  or  Rheumatic  Liniment. — J.  M. C^ntrell,  Polk  county,  Oregon. 
Medical  Compound  or  Salve. — N.  Lauer,  Dansville,  New York. 

Epidemic  Icterus  in  Paris. 
Paris  this  winter  has  been  suffering  from 

epidemic  of  jaundice.  Dr.  Decaisne  de- 
scribed it  recently  before  the  Acadlmie  de 

Medecine.  It  attacked  persons  in  all  condi- 
tions of  life  and  health,  aad  no  local  or  gen- 

eral cause  could  be  discovered.  The  charac- 
1  eristic  yellowness  extended  even  to  the  velum 
pendulum  palati.  The  oldest  physician  could 
not  recal£  a  similar  epidemic.  Fortunately, 
the  results  were  usually  favorable  under  a 
strict  diet,  and  free  use  of  cream-of-tartar  lem- 
onade. 

Cholera. 

It  is  said  that  cholera  has  reappeared  on  the 
Baltic  in  the  seaport  town  of  Revel.  The 
most  stringent  and  prompt  measures  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  its  march  westward.  In 
Galicia  it  has  been  raging  all  winter,  producing 
a  fearfal  mortality.  In  Mecca  and  Medina, 
and  along  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea,  it  is  also 
destroying  great  numbers. 

 The  Berlin  medical  papers  are  highly 
amused  at  a  statement  in  the  New  York 
Medical  Record  to  the  effect  that  Professor 
Virchow  proposes  to  emigrate  to  London  to 
obtain  political  freedom.  The  professor  first 
learned  his  intention  from  that  energetic 
periodical.  But  some  papers  are  determined 
to  have  the  first  news. 

 In  Vienna,  on  the  last  week  of  Feb- 
ruary, an  international  conference  w  as  held 

to  devise  measures  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  rinderpest. 

QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 

Dr.  A.  H.  H,  of  (Mi?.- The  pretended  professor  is  an 
impostor,  and  the  institution  he  represents  is  notoriously 
dishonest  and  contemptible. 

Animal  Fats. 
Dr.  B.,  of  III*—"  Query— What  is  the  difference  between 

the  chemical  composition  of  hog's  lard,  the  fat  of  beef  and 
mutton,  and  fish  oils,  and  oils  of  vegetables  ?" 

Reply—It  is  impossible  for  us  to  enter  into  a  question  of 
this  magnitude  at  all  minutely.  In  a  general  way  we  may 
say  that  the  animal  fats  differ  chiefly  in  the  relative  amounts 
of  the  fatty  basis  they  contain  ;  they  differ  both  among 
themselves  in  the  fatty  acids  united  to  the  bases.  These 
are  numerous,  though  most  of  them  are  homologous  com- 

pounds of  the  series  Cn,  Hn,  04.  But  we  must  refer  the 
inquirer  to  the  recent  works  on  organic  chemistry  for  any 
adequate  exposition  of  the  recondite  study  of  fats,  promis- 

ing him  that  it  is  by  no  means  light  reading. 
Medical  Fine  Art. 

Messrs.  Eds. — I  am  collecting  medical  picture5,  and  would 
like  to  have  any  kind  of  a  copy  of  West's  "Christ  Healing 
the  Rick  "  Any  information  will  be  verv  gratifying. Washinqton,  D.  C.  R.  V.  Aulicx,  M.  D. 

OBITUARY. 
JONATHAN  LErrERMAN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Letterman  died  in  San  Francisco  on 
Monday,  March  18th.  He  was  a  native  of  Canonsburg, 
Washington  co.,  Pa.,  graduated  at  Jefferson  College  in 
that  place  in  1845,  and  also  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  School 
in  Philadelphia,  three  years  afterw  ird.  Shortly  after  his 
graduation  as  an  M.  D.  he  was  appointed  a  surgeon  in  the 
United  States  array,  and  was  ordered  to  New  Mexico,  where 
he  remained  several  years.  At  the  outbreak  o>  the  rebel- 

lion he  was  stationed  in  Washington.  D.  C.  In  June,  1862, 
immediately  after  the  seven  days'  fight  from  the  Chick- ahonriny  to  the  James  he  became  Medical  Director  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  t'i is  position  he  rendered  dis- tinguished services,  and  was  really  the  organizer  of  tue 
"  Ambulance  System,"  which  gave  such  effective  aid  to  the sick  and  wounded,  and  which  has  been  so  generally  copied 
in  the  armies  of  Europe. 

MARRIED. 
Anderson— Brown— By  Rev.  W.  W.  Woodend,  D.  D., 

assisted  by  Revs.  W.  J.  Bohman,  McN.  Forsythe  and  A. 
Donaldson,  D.  D.,  at  "Riverside  Home,"  Saltsburg,  Pa., March  14th,  Rev  Thos.  B.  Anderson  and  Miss  Lida  A., 
daughter  of  Dr.  T.  H.  Brown. 

DIED. 
Dickson.— In  this  city,  March  31st,  in  the  74th  year  of 

his  age,  Prof.  Samuel  Henry  Dickson,  M.  D.,  formerly  of 
Charleston,  S.  C. Dr.  Dickson  has  for  many  years  held  the  position  of 
Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Jeffer- 

son Medical  College. 
Evans.— In  Memphis,  Tenn.,on  February  231,  in  the 

firm  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality,  Dr.  James  S.  Evans,  of 
Indian  Bay,  Arkansas. Ford — Dr.  Joseph  Ford,  of  Cave  Spring,  Ga.,  was 
crushed  to  dealh  instantly  by  a  iailwaycar  at  Rome,  Ga. 
on  the  11th  of  March. 
Gregory. — Dr.  Samuel  Gregory,  the  founder  of  the  New 

England  Female  Medical  College,  Boston,  died  March 
23d.  He  was  boin  in  Guilford,  Conn  ,  and  devoted  his  life 
to  the  education  of  women  in  certain  branches  of  the  Medi- 

cal profes  ion. Hageman.— At  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  March  23th,  Luke  V. 
Hageman,  M.  D. 
Nordmann  In  this  city,  March  25th,  of  erysipelas, 

Louis  E.  Nordmann,  M.  D.,  aged  57  years. 
Reynolds.— In  New  York,  March  26th,  Josephine  Van 

Beuren,  wife  of  Dr.  James  B.  Reynolds  and  daughter  of 
Col.  M.  M.  Van  Beuren. 
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WILLIAM  AUTENBJETH, 

NO   71  WEST  SIXTH  STREET, 
Between  Walnut  and  Vine, 

I CINCINN
ATI,  OHIO,

 

MANUFACTURER  OF  AND  DEALER  IN 

j  SUSGIGAL  AND  ORTHOPOEDIGAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTERS,  TRUSSES, 

Club-foot  Shoes,  Spinal  Apparatus,  etc. 

Keeps  constantly  "on  hand  a  full  variety  of  Metallic  and Rubber  Syringes,  Stomach  Pumps,  etc.   Stockings  for  Vari- 
j  cose  Veins. 

Special  attention  given  to  the  fitting  of  Apparatus  for  De- 
j  formities. 

Agent  for  Dr.  L.  A.  BABCOCK'S 
SILVER  UTERINE  SUPPORTER, 

OR.  AHL'S  POROUS  FELT  SPLINTS, ALSO, 

DAY'S  SPLINTS; 
AND 

S.  W.  ELLIOTT'S  SABULK-B  \OS. 

Detroit  Medical  College. 

FACULTY: 
5AMUELP.  DUFFIELD,  Ph.D.  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Profes- )r  of  Chemistry. 

BIG-ELO  W,  M.  D.,   Emeritus  Professor  of  Medical )tany  and  Materia  Medica. 
W.  JENKS,  M.  D.,  Medical  and  Surgical  Diseases  of 

romen  and  Clinical  Gynecology. 
SO.  A.  McGR  AW,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
irgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 
P.ANDREWS,  M.  D.,   Principles  and  Practice  of Cedicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

B.  GILBERT,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, and  Clinical  Medicine. 
lS.  F.  NO  YES,  M.  D  ,  Ophthalmology  and  Aural  Surgery. 
W.  WEBBER,  M.  D.,  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. CHARD  INGLIS,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics. 

PALMER,  M.  D.,  Medical  Diagnosis  and  Clinical [edicine. 
!ERT  B.  LYONS,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 
RTUS  CONNOR,  M.  D.,  Physiology  and  Microscopy. 
H.  LATHROP,  M.  D.,  Diseases  of  Mind  and  Brain. 
HENRY  B.  BROWN,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
WALKER,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  an scturer  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

le  College  Term  will  begin  on  MARCH  20th,  and  con- le  four  months.   The  Fees  are  as  follows  : 
riculation  fee,      -  $  5,00 
pital  fees,  -      -  6.00 
ture  fees  for  first  and  second  course  students,  50.00 

'«    third  course  students,     -  35.00 lation  fee,  -  25.00 
>r  further  particulars  address,  or  call  upon 

EDWARD  W.  JENKS,  M.  D., 
President  of  Faculty,  92  Fort  St.,  W.  Detroit. 

KOWDEK  &  BROTHER, 
Late  Wiegand  &  Snowbbn, 

Established  821. 
MANUFACTURERS  AND  IMPORTERS  OF 

IEGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
medical  saddle-bags, 

lusses,  Druggists'  Sundries,  &c,  &c. 
No.  23  South  Eightn  Street, 
634  PHILADELPHIA. 

JVO  W    M  E  A  n  T 

CONSUMPTION! 

Its  Pathology  and  Treatment, 
BY 

WILLIAM  MINOR  LOGAN,  M.  D„ 

OF 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO, 

12mo.,  90  pa°res— on  toned  paper,  neatly  bound.  Price, $1.00.   Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 
To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol, 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which— that  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  'exhausting  the  edition  in 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries  for 
it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 

L'^ot^i^andTollegtE  hospital" BROOKLYN,  N.  Y.— TERM  1872. FACULTY: 
Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Prac- 

tice of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 
Corydon  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Edw.  S  Dunster,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 

Children. 
Geo.  W.  Plympton,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- cology. 

ALtcx.  J.  C.  Skene.  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  or  Women,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics. 

Jarvis  S.  Wight,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Medica  and  Thera- 

peutics. Alpheus  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Henry  S.  Cheever,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Micro- 

scopic Anatomy. 
Geo.  K.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
J.  S.  Prout,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
Arthur  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the 

Ear. 
The  next  Annual  Session  will  commence  MARCH  5,  1872, 

and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  Reading  Term  will  com- 
mence OCTOBER  4, 1871,  and  continue  five  months. 

Fees  for  the  full  course,  $100;  Matriculation,  $5 ;  Gradua- 
tion, $25.  Clinical  instruction  is  given  daily.  Ample  provision for  Dissection.   For  Circulars,  apply  to 

760-811]  JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

WO  W  HEADY. 

Cancer :  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W.  BRIGHT,  M.  D., 
OF  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 

Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 
and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 

views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  ligh  t 
of  the  most  recent  researches,  and  ad  is  his  own  views  and 
observations,  together  with  his  practical  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  Price,  $2.00,  sent  by  mail,  postage 
paid.  .S.  W.  BUTLER, 115  South  Seventh  St., '.Philadelphia. 
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Physicians  can  rely  upon  our  Manufacture  with  Confidence* 

Price  Lists,  with  full  Becipes,  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal  Druggist 

throughout  the  United  States. 

WE  OFFER  TO  PHYSICIANS  A  LARGE  AND  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  STOCK  OF 

PURE  DRUGS,  CHEMICALS  AND  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

INCLUDING  ALL  THE 

NEW  REMEDIES. ALSO, 

Surgical  Instruments,  Saddle  Bags,  Medicine  Chestn  and  Pocket 

Cases  in  Great  Variety. 

FRESH  AND  RELIABLE  VACCINE  VIRUS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND;   SENT  BY  MAIL  A! 

S1.50  J^ER  CRUST. 
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OK  CHOREA. 

By  George  Huntington,  M.  D., 
Of  Pomeroy,  Ohio. 

Essay  read  before  the  Meigs  and  Mason  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine at  Middleport,  Ohio,  February  15,  1872 

Chorea  is  essentially  a  disease  of  the  ner- 
vous system.  The  name  "chorea"  is  given  to 

the  disease  on  account  of  the  dancing  propen- 
sities of  those  who  are  affected  by  it,  and  it  is 

a  very  appropriate  designation.  The  disease, 

j  as  it  is  commonly  seen,  is  by  no  means  a 
dangerous  or  serious  affection,  however  dis- 

tressing it  may  be  to  the  one  suffering  from  it, 
or  to  his  friends.  Its  most  marked  and  char- 

acteristic feature  is  a  clonic  spasm  affecting 
the  voluntary  muscles.  There  is  no  loss  of 
sense  or  of  volition  attending  these  con- 

tractions, as  there  is  in  epilepsy ;  the  will  is 
there,  but  its  power  to  perform  is  deficient, 
the  desired  movements  are  after  a  manner 
performed,  but  there  seems  to  exist  some 
hidden  power,  something  that  is  playing 
tricks,  as  it  were,  upon  the  will,  and  in  a 
measure  thwarting  and  perverting  its  designs  ; 
and  after  the  will  has  ceased  to  exert  its 
power  in  any  given  direction,  taking  things 
into  its  own  hands,  and  keeping  the  poor 
victim  in  a  continual  jigger  as  long  as  he  re- 

mains awake,  generally,  though  not  always, 
granting  a  respite  during  sleep.  The  disease 
commonly  begins  by  slight  twitchings  in  the 
muscles  of  the  face,  wMch  gradually  increase 
in  violence  and  variety.  The  eyelids  are  kept 
winking,  the  brows  are  corrugated,  and  then 
elevated,  the  nose  is  screwed  first  to  the  one 
side  and  then  to  the  other,  and  the  mouth  is 
drawn  in  various  directions,  giving  the  patient 
the  most  ludicrous  appearance  imaginable. 

The  upper  extremities  may  be  the  first 
affected,  or  both  simultaneously.  All  the 
voluntary  muscles  are  liable  to  be  affected, 
those  of  the  face  rarely  being  exempted. 

If  the  patient  attempt  to  protrude  the  tongue 
it  is  accomplished  with  a  great  deal  of  diffi- 

culty and  uncertainty.  The  hands  are  kept 
rolling— first  the  palms  upward,  and  then  the 
backs.  The  shoulders  are  shrugged,  and  the 
feet  and  legs  kept  in  perpetual  motion ;  the 
toes  are  turned  in,  and  then  everted ;  one  foot 
is  thrown  across  the  other,  and  then  suddenly 
withdrawn,  and,  in  short,  every  conceivable 
attitude  and  expression  is  assumed,  and  so 
varied  and  irregular  are  the  motions  gone 
through  with,  that  a  complete  description  of 
them  would  be  impossible.  Sometimes  the 
muscles  of  the  lower  extremities  are  not  af- 

fected, and  I  believe  they  never  are  alone 
involved.  In  cases  of  death  from  chorea,  all 
the  muscles  of  the  body  seem  to  have  been 
affected,  and  the  time  required  for  recovery 
and  degree  of  success  in  treatment  seem  to 
depend  greatly  upon  the  amount  of  muscular 
involvement.  Romberg  refers  to  two  cases  in 
which  the  muscles  of  respiration  were  affected. 
The  disease  is  generally  confined  to  child- 

hood, being  most  frequent  between  the  ages 
of  eight  and  fourteen  years,  and  occurring 
oftener  in  girls  than  in  boys.  Dtjfosse  and 
Rtjfz  refer  to  429  cases;  130  occurring  in 
boys  and  299  in  girls.  Watson  mentions  a 
collection  of  1,029  cases,  of  whom  7SS  were 
females,  giving  a  proportion  of  nearly  $  to  2. 
Dr.  Watson  also  remarks  upon  the  disease 
being  most  frequent  among  children  of  dark 
complexion,  while  the  two  authorities  just 
alluded  to,  Dufosse  and  Rtjfz,  give  as  their 
opinion  that  it  is  most  frequent  in  children  of 
light  hair.   In  every  case  visiting  the  clinics 
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[Vol.  xxvi. at  the  CoUege  of  Physicians  and  Sursreons  of 
New  lork,  and  of  which  I  have  the  notes, 
the  subjects  were  of  dar£  complexion.  Tem- 

perature is  said  to  exert  an  influence  over  the 
disease,  it  being:  according  to  some  authors, 
most  frequent  during  .he  winter  months,  and 
scarcely  known  in  the  tropics.  Its  mean 
duration  is  irom  thirty  to  sixty  days,  and 
although  it  is  chiefly  confined  to  children  is 
not  entirely  so.  Spontaneous  terminations  fre- 

quently occur  upon  t«:e  establishment  of  the 
menses  in  girls  and  of  puberty  in  boys.  There 
appears  to  be  in  certain  cases  of  unusual 
severity  or  long  continuance  a  degree  of 
fatuity  established,  but  it  is  usually  recovered 
from  upon  the  subsidence  of  the  disease 
According  to  Billiet  and  Barthez,  as 

quoted  by  Dr.  Condie  in  his  work  on  diseases 

of  children  :  "  Patients  laboring  under  chorea, 
being  attacked  by  measles,  scarlatina,  variola, 
or  other  acute  febrile  disease  of  childhood,  the 
chorea  will  generally  be  diminished  in  in- 

tensity or  entirely  removed." 
They  state  that  "  out  of  nineteen  cases  nine 

were  attacked  with  other  diseases,  and  eight 

were  evidently  influenced  by  them."  M.  Rufz, 
-denies  that  concurrent  diseases  exert  any  in- 

fluence upon  the  severity  or  duration  of 
^chorea.  There  is  generally  constipation  with 
disordered  stomach  and  appetite,  it  sometimes 
-being  defective  and  at  others  ravenous.  Pain 
is  not  a  common  attendant  upon  the  disease, 
although  headache  may  frequently  be  present 
and  sometimes  tenderness  along  the  course  of 
the  spinal  cord,  which  is  increased  by  pressure. 

Epiiepsy  and  hemiplegia,"  remarks  Dr.  Con- 
j>ie,  "  are  not  uncommon  results  of  chorea," 
and  in  many  cases  falling  under  his  notice  the 
patients  had  died  of  tubercular  meningitis. 
Dr.  Todd  states  that  "  paralysis  of  a  limb 
which  has  been  affected  by  chorea  is  not  un- 
Cjmmon."  He  also  states  that  the  sounds  of 
the  heart  are  often  changed  in  chorea ;  a 
bellows  sound  is  frequently  obseived,  and  is 
either  aortic,  systolic,  dependent  upon  anemia, 
or  much  more  frequently  mitral,  systolic  or 
regurgitant. 
Rheumatism  and  rheumatic  pericarditis, 

have  been  shown  by  Dr.  Copland  to  be  fre- 
quent accompaniments  to  chorea.  M.  Lee, 

Begbei,  Nairn,  <Kirjo:s,  Trousseau,  and 
others  point  out  its  frequent  occurrence  in 
connection  with  pericardial  inflammation,  and 
internal  and  external  rheumatism.  Trous- 

seau says  that  examiaations  into  the  con- 

dition of  the  heart,  and  inquiry  as  regards 
rheumatism,  should  always  be  instituted. 

As  regards  the  pathology  of  chorea,  very 
little  satisfactory  information  has  been  gained, 
and  indeed  in  a  large  number  of  persons  who 
have  d  ed  of  chorea,  and  upon  whom  autopsies 

have  been  performed,  in  the  hope  of  illuminat- 
ing this  dark  subject,  no  morbid  changes  j 

have  been  found  of  a  nature  to  lead  to  the 

supposition  that  they  were  in  any  way  con-  L 
nected  with  the  disease,  while  lesions  dis-  j 
covered  in  others,  such  as  inflammation  of 
portions  of  the  brain,  turgeseeuce  of  its 
vessels,  with  effusion  of  serum  ;  hypertrophy 
and  injection  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord; 

tuigesc  nee  of  the  vessels  of  the  bruin  and  ' 
spin»l  cord,  with  several  bony  plates  half  way  j 
up  the  spine  upon  the  piamater ;  a  concretion  j 
in  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain  ;  a  tumor 
pressing  upon  the  tubercular  quadrigemina, 
with  inflammation  and  sanguineous  effusion; 
ecchymosis  of  the  membranes,  and  a  pulpy 
condition  of  the   spinal  cord,  and  an  ab- 

scess within  the  cerebellum,  as  reported  by 
Clutterbuck,  Serrs,  Cox,  Patterson, 
Roser,  Will  an,  Copland,  Monad,  Hutten, 
B eight,  Brown,  Keir  and  Schrode,  these 
might,  I  say,  have  exerted  and  doubtless  did 
exert  powerful  influences  over  the  cases  in 
which  they  occurred. 

The  most  probable  theory,  and  one  which 
I  believe  is  most  generally  accepted  at  the 
present  day  is,  that  the  disease  depends  upon 

some  functional  derangement  in  the  cerebel- 
lum. Modern  physiologists  pretty  generally 

agree  upon  the  opinion  first  advanced  by 
Flourens,  that  the  function  of  the  cerebel- 

lum is  to  direct,  govern  and  coordinate  the 
movements  of  the  muscular  system.  This  be- 

ing the  case,  then,  the  irregular  ungoverned 
movements  of  the  muscles  in  chorea  would 
most  decidedly  and  emphatically  point  to  the 
cerebellum  as  the  seat  of  the  difficulty.  Un- 

doubtedly, the  abcess  of  the  cerebellum  dis- 
covered by  Schrode  was  the  exciting  cause 

in  that  instance.  But  even  if  we  tase  it  for 

granted  that  we  have  discovered  the  sedes 
morbi  we  are  still  left  in  ignorance  in  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  derangement.  And  here 
we  must  leave  the  interesting  subject  of  the 
pathology  of  this  disease,  and  trust  that  the 
science,  which  has  accomplished  such  wonders, 
through  the  never-tiring  devotion  of  its  vota- 

ries, may  yet  "overturn  and  overturn,  and 
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Ij     overturn  it,"  until  it  is  laid  open  to  the  light 
of  day. 
The  causes  predisposing  to  chorea  are 

7     various :  Improper  and  indigestible  articles  of 
1     diet,  confinement  in  illy  ventilated  apart- 

ments, with  want  of  proper  exercise  ;  dis- 

3     ordered  digestion,  etc.    While  the  exciting 
causes  are  irritation  from  dentition,  irritation 
in  the  stomach  and  alimentary  canal ;  by 
worms,    retained  feces,  etc.,  anger,  fright, 
rheumatism  and  injuries  to  the  head.    It  is, 

' '    also,  singular  as  it  appears,  sometimes  the  re- sult of*  imitation. 

Some  authors  mention  the  disease  as  occur- 

'    ring  epidemically  in  schools,  and  in  one  in- 
j    stance  among  a  religious  sect  in  Kentucky 
,    and  Tennessee.    The  disease  sometimes  as- 

sumes a  character  different  from  ordinary 
.    chorea,  and  a  number  of  cases  of  this  kind 

are  alluded  to  by  Watson.   Some  keep  beat- 
,    ing  measured  time  as  if  they  were  marching  to 
,    music,  others  are  seized  with  an  irresistible 

propensity  to  roll  over  and  over  ;  others  to 
,    stand  on  their  heads,  others  to  walk  forward 

or  backward,  sometimes  rapidly  and  in  one 
direction,  until  exhausted  or  checked  by  some 

\  obstacle. 

The  treatment  of  chorea  now  most  gener- 
ally adopted  is  by  purgatives,  tonics,  counter- 

irritants,  and  anti-spasmodics.  Toe  first  indi- 
cation is,  if  possible,  to  remove  the  exciting 

cause,  and  it  will  probably  be  different  in 
each  individual  ca^e.  Bleeding  used  to  be 
employed,  and  it  is  said  with  good  results,  but 
it  is  rarely  used  at  present,  except  in  cases 
when  there  is  much  pain  in  the  head,  or  along 
the  spine,  when  it  may  be  taken  moderately 
by  cups  or  leeches. 

Purgatives  should  be  used  to  unload  the  in- 
testines, and  the  bowels  should  be  kept  open, 

and  in  a  condition  as  near  normal  as  possible, 
not  allowing  a  day  to  pass  without  a  full  and 
free  evacuation.  In  the  early  stages  the  mild 
cathartics  may  be  employed,  as  the  fluid  ex- 

tract taraxacum  and  senna,  calomel  combined 
with  rhubarb  or  jalap,  and  followed  by  castor 
oil. 

The  pil.  comp.  cath.,  or  ol.  ric,  may  be  re- 
quired when  constipation  is  resisting,  and  the 

bowels  are  in  a  torpid  state.  Spts.  turpen- 
tine is  highly  recommended  by  some,  either 

by  itse  f,  or  in  combination  with  castor  oil,  tr. 
senna,  etc. 

Tartarized  antimony  has  been  recommend- 

ed by  some  in  as  large  doses  as  can  be  borne 
by  the  stomach. 

In  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Review  for  January,  1858,  two  cases  are 

reported  as  b  ibg  successfully  treated  by  it. 
In  the  first  case  the  ch  reahad  lasted  a  month 
and  was  increasing  in  intensity  Large  doses 
of  tart,  emetic  were  given  on  two  successive 
days,  and  thirty  hours  after  its  first  adminis- 

tration, all  choreic  movements  had  ceased. 
The  chorea  reappeared  inner  a  severe  fit  of 
passion,  but  again  yielded  to  tartar  emetic. 
In  the  second  case  the  chorea  was  at  first  gen- 

eral, but  immediately  became  partial  It  re- 
sisted tooic  and  other  treatment  for  six 

months,  but  yielded  to  tartar  emetic  in  iwenty- 
eight  hours.  Couater-irrita  ion  is  often  em- 

ployed, either  by  blisters  along  the  spine, 
pustulation  by  croton  oil,  or  by  friction  with 
tartar  emetic  ointment,  this  last  method  being 
considered  by  some  good  authorities  as  prefer- 

able. The  most  essential  part  of  the  treat- 
ment consists  in  the  administration  of  tonics, 

nearly  all  of  which,  both  vegetable  and  min- 
eral are  found  serviceable.  Of  the  vegetable 

tonics,  the  best  are  the  different  preparations 
of  bark,  and  the  salts  of  quinia.  Of  the  min- 

erals, the  chalybea  es,  arsenic  and  zinc,  are 
undoubtedly  the  most  valuable.  Iron  may  be 
given  in  form  of  s^squioude,  proto  carbonate 
or  sulphate,  and,  indeed,  will  be  found  useful 
in  any  of  its  forms. 

The  proto-carbonate  of  iron,  gr.  v.-vii., 
given  in  syrup,  will  of  ten  be  found  very  useful. 
The  zinci  sulph.  has  a  great  deal  of  testimony 
in  its  favor;  the  disease  yielding  to  it  when 
many  other  medicaments  have  tailed.  Its  use 
is  generally  begun  in  small  doses,  say  one 
grain,  and  gradually  increasing  a  grain  at  a 
time  until  the  stomach  will  bear  twelve  or 

fifteen  grains.  The  efects  produced  in  indi- 
vidual cases  must  guide  the  practitioner,  and 

if  one  tonic  fails,  another  must  be  substituted 
and  persevered  in  as  long  as  any  benefit  ac- 

crues from  its  use,  and  so  on  throughout  the 
whole  catalogue,  if  necessary.  Cimicifuga, 
nux  vomica  and  iodine  have  been  used  with 

marked  suscess  by  some,  and  are  highly  re- 
commended by  them.  Opium,  belladonna, 

hyoscyamus,  stramonium,  etc.,  are  often 
serviceable  in  quieting  muscular  action  and 
producing  sleep,  and  the  same  may  be  said  in 
favor  of  chloral  hydrate  and  chloroform,  the 
latter  being  used  in  event  of  failure  of  the 
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other  remedies.  These  drugs  can  be  consid- 

ered, however,  only  as  adjuvants  to  the  tonics. 
In  conjunction  with  these  means  the  cold  bath 
or  sea-bathing,  plenty  of  exercise  in  the  open 
air,  and  a  strict  attention  to  diet  will  in  most 
cases  piove  successful. 

Elecricity  applied  along  the  spine  has 
proven  in  the  hands  of  some  a  powerful 
curative  agent  in  chorea.  It  should  never  be 
applied  directly  to  affected  parts,  as  the  dis- 

ease is  thereby  aggravated,  rather  than  re- 

lieved, and  it  should  not  *be  continued  after 
the  patient  is  convalescent.  The  diet  should 
be  nourishing  and  easy  of  digestion,  the  food 
to  consist  of  such  articles  as  beef  extract, 
milk,  eggs,  etc.,  the  condition  of  each  patient 
indicating  the  kind  and  quantity  of  food  to  be 
given.  Gymnastic  exercise  is  often  of  much 
good  and  is  employed  by  some  as  the  sole 
means  of  cure.  After  recovery  care  should 
be  taken  to  remove  all  exciting  causes  ;  the 
bowels  are  to  be  kept  free  and  in  a  soluble 
condition,  and  in  short,  all  irritation  to  both 
mind  and  body  are  to  be  removed  as  far  as  it 
is  possible  to  do  so. 

And  now  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention 
more  particularly  to  a  form  of  the  disease 
which  exists,  so  far  as  I  know,  almost  ex- 

clusively on  the  east  end  of  Long  Island.  It 
is  peculiar  in  itself  and  seems  to  obey  certain 
fixed  laws.  In  the  first  place,  let  me  remark 
that  chorea,  as  it  is  commonly  known  to  the 
profession,  and  a  description  of  which  I  have 
already  given,  is  of  exceedingly  rare  occur- 

rence there.  I  do  not  remember  a  single 

instance  occurring  in  my  father's  practice, 
and  I  have  often  heard  him  say  that  it  was  a 
rare  disease  and  seldom  met  with  by  him. 

The  hereditary  chorea,  as  I  shall  call  it,  is 
confined  to  certain  and  fortunately  a  few 
families,  and  has  been  transmitted  to  them, 
an  heirloom  from  generations  away  back  in 
the  dim  past.  It  is  spoken  of  by  those  in 
whose  veins  the  seeds  of  the  disease  are 
known  to  exist,  with  a  kind  of  horror,  and  not 
at  all  alluded  to  except  through  dire  neces- 

sity, when  it  is  mentioned  as  "  that  disorder.'''' 
It  is  attended  generally  by  all  the  symptoms 
of  common  chorea,  only  in  an  aggravated  de- 

gree, hardly  ever  manifesting  itself  until  adult 
or  middle  life,  and  then  coming  on  gradually 
but  surely,  increasing  by  degrees,  and  often 
occupying  years  in  its  development,  until  the 

hapless  sufferer  is  but  a  quivering  wreck  of 
his  former  self. 

It  is  as  common  and  is  indeed,  I  believe, 
more  common  among  men  than  women,  while 
I  am  not  aware  that  season  or  complexion 
has  any  influence  in  the  matter.  There  are 
three  marked  peculiarities  in  this  disease  : 
1.  Its  hereditary  nature.  2.  A  tendency  to 
insanity  and  suicide.  3.  Its  manifesting  itself 
as  a  grave  disease  only  in  adult  life. 

1.  Of  its  hereditary  nature.  When  either 
or  both  the  parents  have  shown  manifest- 

ations of  the  disease,  and  more  especially  when 
these  manifestations  have  been  of  a  serious 
nature,  one  or  more  of  the  offspring  almost 
invariably  suffer  from  the  disease,  if  they  live 
to  adult  age.  But  if  by  any  chance  these 
children  go  through  life  without  it,  the  thread 
is  broken  and  the  grandchildren  and  great- 

grandchildren of  the  original  shakers  may 

rest  assured  that  they  are  free  from  the  dis- 
ease. This  you  will  perceive  differs  from  the 

general  laws  of  so-called  hereditary  diseases, 
as  for  instance  in  phthisis,  or  syphilis,  when 
one  generation  may  enjoy  entire  immunity 
fr<>m  their  dread  ravages,  and  yet  in  another 
you  find  them  cropping  out  in  all  their  hid- 
eousness.  Unstable  and  whimsical  as  the 
disease  may  be  in  other  respects,  in  this  it  is 
firm,  it  never  skips  a  generation  to  again 
manifest  itself  in  another;  once  having  yield- 

ed its  claims,  it  never  regains  them.  In  all 
the  families,  or  nearly  all  in  which  the  choreic 
taint  exists,  the  nervous  temperament  greatly 

preponderates,  and  in  my  grandfather's  and 
father's  experience,  which  conj  >intly  cover  a 
period  of  78  years,  nervous  excitement  in 
a  marked  degree  almost  invariably  attends 
upon  every  disease  these  people  may  suffer 
from,  although  they  may  not  when  in  health 
be  over  nervous. 

2.  The  tendency  to  insanity,  and  sometimes 
that  form  of  insanity  which  leads  to  suicide,  is 
marked.  I  know  of  several  instances  of  sui- 

cide of  people  suffering  from  this  form  of  cho- 
rea, or  who  belonged  to  families  in  which  the 

disease  existed.  As  the  disease  progresses  the 
mind  becomes  more  or  less  impaired,  in  many 
amounting  to  insanity,  while  in  others  mind 
and  body  both  gradually  fail  until  death  re- 

lieves them  of  their  sufferings.  At  present  I 
know  of  two  married  men,  whose  wives  are 
living,  and  who  are  constantly  making  love  to 
some  young  lady,  not  seeming  to  be  aware 
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that  there  is  any  impropriety  in  it.  They  are 
suffering  from  chorea  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  can  hardly  walk,  and  would  be  thought, 
by  a  stranger,  to  be  intoxicated.  They  are 
men  of  about  50  years  of  age,  but  never  let  an 
opportunity  to  flirt  with  a  girl  go  past  unim- 

proved. The  effect  is  ridiculous  in  the  ex- 
treme. 

3.  Its  third  peculiarity  is  its  coming  on, 
at  least  as  a  grave  disease,  only  in  adult  life. 

1"  do  not  know  of  a  single  case  that  has  sh  >wn 
any  marked  signs  of  chorea  before  the  age  of 
thirty  or  forty  years,  while  those  who  pass 
the  fortieth  year  without  symptoms  of  the 
disease,  are  seldom  attacked.  It  begins  as  an 
ordinary  chorea  might  begin,  by  the  irregular 
and  spasmodic  action  of  certain  muscles,  as  of 
the  face,  arms,  etc.  These  movements  gradu- 

ally increase,  when  muscles  hitherto  unaffect- 
ed take  on  the  spasmodic  action,  until  every 

muscle  in  the  body  becomes  affected  (except- 
ing the  involuntary  ones),  and  the  poor  patient 

presents  a  spectacle  which  is  anything  but 
pleasing  to  witness.  I  have  never  known  a 
recovery, or  even  an  amelioration  of  symptoms 
in  this  form  of  chorea ;  when  once  it  begins  it 
clings  to  the  bitter  end.  No  treatment  seems 
to  be  of  any  avail,  and  indeed  nowadays  its 
end  is  so  well-known  to  the  sufferer  and  his 
friends,  that  medical  advice  is  seldom  sought. 
It  seems  at  least  to  be  one  of  the  incurables. 

Dr.  Wood,  in  his  work  on  the  practice  of 
medicine,  mentions  the  case  of  a  man,  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  suffering  from  aggra- 

vated chorea,  which  resisted  all  treatment. 
He  finally  left  the  hospital  uncured.  I  strongly 
suspect  that  this  man  belonged  to  one  of  the 
families  in  which  hereditary  chorea  existed. 
I  know  nothing  of  its  pathology.  I  have 
drawn  your  attention  to  this  form  of  chorea 
gentlemen,  not  that  I  coLsidered  it  of  any 
great  practical  importance  to  you,  but  merely 
as  a  medical  curiosity,  and  as  such  it  may  have 
some  interest. 

CLINICAL  NOTES. 

By  F.  K.  Bailey,  M.  D., 
Of  Knoxville,  Teim. 
HEMATURIA. 

This  term  is  of  Greek  origin,  and  means 
voiding  of  blcod  urine.  There  is  nothing 
easier  to  distinguish  than  this.  Every  one  can 
easily  detect  blood  when  found  in  the  urine, 
but  the  practical  question  which  arises  is, 

whence  is  it  ?  It  may  come  from  the  kidnej  s, 

ureters,  the  bladder,  prostate  gland,  and  ure- 
thra. WATSON  [vide  Practical  Medicine,  p.  90G) 

says:  "Hterjaaturia, strictly  idiopathic,  must  be 
very  rare.  Gulden  remarks  that  neither  he 
nor  any  of  his  friends  had  ever  met  with  an 
instance  of  it."  Aitken  only  alludes  to  it 
incidentally  in  connection  with  albuminuria. 

Wood  says  :  "  It  is  by  no  means  common,  ex- 
cept as  an  attendant  upon  inflammation  of 

some  portion  of  the  membrane  lining  the  uri- 
nary passages,  and  even  under  these  circum- 

stances is  seldom  so  considerable  as  to  claim 

particular  attention"  Eberle  gives  some 
excellent  diagnostic  circumstances  which  will 
guide  us  in  giving  locality  to  the  origin  of  the 
blood  voided  from  the  bladder.  Dunglison 

points  out  also  the  principal  diagnostic  marks 
to  aid  us  in  the  study  of  cases  which  may 
come  under  our  notice.  Barclay,  in  his 
work  on  diagnosis,  specifies  many  points  to 
enable  us  to  determine  the  origin  of  blood, 

but  says:  "These  observations  all  tend  to 
show  that  hsernaturia  is  almost  constantly  a 
symptom,  though  a  casual  one,  of  disease  in 
some  portion  of  the  urinary  apparatus,"  etc. 

The  above  observations  were  suggested  by 

phenomena  presented  in  the  following  cases, 
which  came  under  my  eyes  a  few  months  since. 
Case  I.— Sept.  13th,  1871.  Was  called  at  9 

A.  M.  to  see  A.  W.,  a  colored  woman  with 
perhaps  one-quarter  Anglo-Saxon  blood,  aged 
about  40.  Found  she  had  been  voiding  bloody 

urine  for  twenty-four  hours  previously.  Ex- 
amined some  voided  just  as  I  entered  the 

house,  and  found  it  at  least  one-half  dark- 
colored  blood,  but  thoroughly  mixed.  There 
was  a  whitish  sediment,  and  a  general  cloudy 
or  smoky  appearance  throughout.  Could  not 
determine  whether  there  were  blood-casts  of 
the  uriniferous  tubes.  Patient  complaining  of 
severe  pain  in  the  lumbar  and  pubic  regions, 
with  nausea  and  depressed  circulation.  Bowels 
open.  Prescribed  tr.  catechu  in  £ss.  doses,  and 
directed  her  to  remain  quiet  in  bed.  At  3  P. 
M.  called  and  found  she  could  not  empty  the 
bladder,  although  the  desire  was  very  urgent. 
Catechu  had  aggravated  the  nausea.  Pulse 
very  small  and  low.  Extremities  cool.  Gen- 

eral feeling  of  depression  and  faint  on  raising 
in  bed. 

As  there  was  some  resonance  ia  the  pubic 
region  on  percussion,  concluded  the  bladder 
was  not  distended,  and  accordingly  did  not 
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introduce  a  catheter  Left  pulv.  doveri  in  six 
grain  doses,  to  be  taken  every  six  hours,  and 
directed  her  to  sit  over  warm  water  on  at- 

tempting to  evacuate  the  bladder.  Also,  to 
take  a  solution  of  cream  tartar  and  elm  bark 
as  an  occasional  drink.  Instructed  the  at- 

tendants to  preserve  any  fluid  that  should  pass 
from  the  bladder  before  my  next  visit. 

14th,  8  A.  M. — Feeling  some  better ;  passed 
a  quantity  of  bloody  urine  at  9  o'clock  last 
night, and,  at  intervals  during  the  night,  some 
masses  of  coagula  escaped.  Just  before  my 
arrival  she  had  voided  about  ̂ iss.  clear  urine 
in  a  clean  vessel.  Pain  in  the  lumbar  region 
much  relieved,  but  there  is  still  depression, 
with  slow  pulse,  and  an  inability  to  sit  up  ; 
no  appetite,  and  but  little  thirst :  diagnosis: 
hemorrhage  from  the  kidney  or  kidneys.  To 
continue  cr.  tartar  to  act  upon  the  bowels 

with  pulv.  doveri  P.  K.  N". 
4  P.  M  .— Feels  some  better;  bit  complains 

of  uneasiness  and  fullness  in  region  of  the 
kidneys,  and  across  the  lower  part  of  the  ab- 
domen. 

No  evacuation  from  the  rectum,  but  urine 
mixed  with  blood  has  parsed  freely  since 
morning.  To  continue  cr.  tartar,  and  take 
Dover's  powders  after  bowels  move. 

15th,  9  A.  M. — Slept  some  during  the  night. 
Bowels  moved  once.  Still  passing  bloody 
urine,  with  sediment  appearing  like  mucus. 
Less  dysuria.  Some  pain  in  the  lumbar  and 
iliac  regions.  No  fever;  pulse  slow;  tongue 
little  coated.  To  continue  cr.  tartar,  and  to 

take  a  small  Dover's  powder,  with  one  half 
grain  acetate  lead  every  three  hours.  Demul- 

cent drinks  and  light  diet. 

16th  9  A.  M. — Urine  more  copious,  but  still 
mixed  with  blood ;  has  passed  about  a  quart 
since  la-t  night ;  bowels  moved  freely  ;  still 
pain  in  the  back,  but  less  in  the  iliac  region. 
To  continue  pulv.  doveri  without  acetate  of 
lead  if  the  pain  is  severe,  and  continue  cr. 
tartar  in  small  quantities  as  a  diuretic. 

17th. — Urine  passes  clear  from  blood,  none 
being  seen  since  Tuesday  evening.  Still  de- 

pressed, with  pain  in  the  loins.  Prescrined 
bromide  potassium  in  eight  grain  doses  every 
four  hours,  with  tr.  cinchona,  and  to  keep 
quiet.  As  a  drink,  water  acidulated  with  cr. 
tartar. 

18th.— Improving  and  discharged  as  conva- 
lescing. The  above  case  is  reported  as  an  in- 

stance when  blood  appears  to  have  been 

poured  out  in  the  kidney  and  passed  off  with- 
out any  constitutional  disturbance  except  a 

depressed  condition,  which  is  generally  found 
in  hemorrhage  from  internal  organs. 

This  woman  is  the  person  whose  case  is 
described  in  an  article  in  the  Reporter  for 

January,  29,  1870,  as  laboring  under  menor- 
rhagia,  and  previously  suffering  from  chronic 
pleuritis.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  no 
return  of  the  uterine  troub  es,  but  the  left 
lunar  has  continued  diseased  and  more  than 
half  of  the  organ  has  become  solidified.  In 
one  or  two  other  cases  of  lung  affection  which 
resulted  from  pleuritis,  I  have  found  decided 
disease  of  the  renal  organs  attended  with  ana- 
sarca. 

As  stated  by  writers,  as  well  as  from  per- 
sonal experience,  hemorrhage  from  the  kid- 

neys is  not  commonly  seen.  That  my  diagno- 
sis was  correct  is  inferred  from  the  fact  of  pain 

and  fullness  in  the  lumbar  region,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  ureters. 

Dysuria  was  only  present  from  sympathy. 
The  blood  was  invariably  mixed  with  the 
urine,  and  with  one  exception  always  was 
present.  At  the  time  the  urine  was  found 
clear  it  was  only  in  a  small  quantity,  and  se- 

creted at  an  interval  between  the  periods  of 
the  blood  being  poured  out.  If  the  source  of 
the  blood  had  been  cystic  it  is  hardly  to  be 
expected  that  the  urine  would  have  been  un- 

til xed  wiih  blood  in  a  single  instance.  One 
kidney  only  might  hj,ve  been  effected,  and  the 
clear  urine  came  from  the  sound  one,  and 
voided  before  the  other  hai  discharged  its 
share. 
Case  II.— About  the  middle  of  October 

last  I  met  with  a  case  of  hsematuria  in  an 
unmixed  African  woman  of  full  temperament, 
in  which  there  were  considerable  febrile 
manifestations  and  more  decided  indications 
of  active  congestion  of  the  kidneys.  The 
hemorrbage  was  free  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
subsided  as  suddenly  as  it  appeared.  The 
woman  has  not  been  as  well  as  usual  since 

that  time,  and  complains  of  paio  in  the  lum- 
bar region.  She  has  been  relieved  by  the  use 

of  bromide  of  potassium  with  laxatives.  In 
regard  to  the  concurrent  existence  of  chronic 
pleurisy  and  renal  disease,  I  have  not  ob- 

served sufficiently  to  base  an  opinion.  Nor 
have  I  seen  any  such  fact  noticed  by  writers. 

Since  writing  the  above  notes  I  have  found 
in  Braithwaite,  part  54,  article  24,  a  paper  by 
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Dr.  F.  W.  Pavy,  F.  R.  S.,  upon  paroxysmal 
hematuria,  in  which  exposure  to  cold  would 
induce  a  flow  of  blood  from  the  kidoeys.  The 
writer  appears  to  attribute  (the  phenomena  de- 

scribed to  causes  nearly  allied  to  those 
causing  determination  of  blood  to  other  or- 

gans, and  that  they  may  occur  periodically  or 
otherwise,  according  to  circuit  stances. 
Dr.  Hyde  Salter,  in  British  Medical 

Journal,  March  22,  1862,  and  Braithwaite, 
part  45,  article  41,  considers  the  presence  of 
blood  casts  as  pathognomonic  of  the  renal 
origin  of  the  blood. 
Hematuria  is  sometimes  vicarious  of  the 

menstruous  flow.  Mr.  Guthrie,  in  Lancet, 
January  31, 1857,  and  Braithwaite,  part  35, 
article  33,  mentions  such  a  case  as  quoted  by 
Dr.  W.  R.  Basham.  In  the  case  first  de- 

scribed in  this  article,  no  'abnormality  was 
present  in  the  menstrual  function,  as,  in  fact, 
she  was  unwell  about  ten  days  previous  to  the 
flow  of  blood. 

A  few  days  ago  (January  25th),  I  saw  both 
the  patients.  No.  I.  has  had  no  renal  dif- 

ficulty since  she  was  discharged,  but  is  a  con- 
stant sufferer  from  the  thoracic  affection. 

Menses  regular.  Also  have  seen  No.  II. 
within  a  few  days,  and  find  her  complaining  of 
a  good  deal  ot  uneasiness  in  the  lumbar  region, 
with  occasional  tinge  of  blood  in  the  urine. 
She  informs  me  that  for  some  months  the 
menstrual  function  has  been  irregular,  the  flow 
less  than  it  should  be,  with  constipation  and 
scanty  urinary  secretion.  In  this  case  I  am 
disposed  to  consider  the  abnormal  departure 
as  vicarious  to  the  monthly  flow.  She  is 
young  (not  25),  of  a  gross  physique,  and  most 
intensely  Aincan.  I  shall  watch  these  cases 
closely  and  report  at  some  future  time  their 
progress.  In  case  I.,  I  am  inclined  to  an- 

ticipate albuminuria  sooner  or  later,  as  an 
attendant  upon  the  pleuritic  affection. 

SCIIIRRTJS  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

June  11th,  1871.— Invited  by  Dr.  Boyd,  of 
this  city,  to  visit  with  him  at  one  of  the  hotels, 
Mr.  B.,  set.  about  55  ;  married,  and  an  active 
business  man  till  six  months  ago,  when  he 
began  to  feel  a  pain  ard  uneasiness  at  the 
pit  ofthe  stomach,  which  was  soon  attended 
with  vomiting. 

Present  condition  :  emaciated,  with  an  anx- 
ious, dejected  countenance.  Pulse  slow,  soft, 

and  65  per  minute.  Tongue  somewhat  coated. 
At  the  pit  of  the  stomach  is  felt  a  hard  tu- 

mor, extending  downward  to  the  umbilicus; 

to  the  right,  meeting  the  liver,  and  to  the 
left  three  or  four  inches  beyond  the  mesial 
line.  A  throbbing  felt  on  pressure  upon  the 
tumor,  giving  a  sensation  of  lifting  the 
hand  when  applied  firmly.  No  dysphagia  or 
pain  on  swallowing.  Vomiting  occurs  from 
one  to  three  hours  after  eating,  a  dark  grum- 
ous  liquid  being  dejected,  mix  d  with  chyme. 
Pain  not  constant,  but  no  freedom  from  the 
uneasy  sensation.  The  easiest  po  ition  in 
which  he  could  lie  was  on  the  right  side,  w»ith 
the  inferior  extremities  drawn  up ;  lying  on  the 
back,  caused  disturbance  in  the  circulation. 

Concurred  in  diagnosis  with  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Boyd  that  the  tumor  was  at  the  pyloric 
orifice,  and  undoubtedly  cancerous  in  its  na- 

ture. Mr.  B.  had  been  sojurning  at  Montvale 

Springs,  twenty-five  miles  south  from  this 
city,  and  was  on  his  way  home  in  a  town  some 
thirty  miles  distant.  Dr.  Boyd  had  observed 
the  case  but  two  days  when  I  saw  him,  and 
had  given  hydrate  chloral  in  six  grain  doses 
every  four  hours,  with  lime  water  and  a  milk 
diet.  Some  relief  had  been  experienced  from 
the  chloral,  but  only  palliatives  could  be  ad- 

vised. Prognosis  unfavorable.  Mr.  B  left 
for  his  home  next  day  (12th).  During  the  first 
week  in  July  following,  Dr.  Boyd  received 
from  the  attending  physician  news  of  the  death, 
of  the  patient,  and  also  the  stomach,  which 
presented  the  following  appearance  :  Cardiac 
orifice, normal;  pylorus,  very  much  thickened, 
and  having  a  dark  cancerous  appearance. 
The  diseased  portion  occupied  quite  a  pro- 

portion of  the  organ,  and  in  some  places  the 
gastric  parietes  were  considerable  thickened. 
A  portion  of  the  spleen  left  upon  the  stomach 
looked  healthy. 

There  are  some  interesting  points  in  diag- 
nosis involved  in  the  study  of  this  case.  It 

was  stated  that  vomiting  occurred  from  1  to  3 
h  urs  after  eating.  From  this  it  was  inferred 
that  no  obstruction  to  the  entrance  of  food 
or  drink  existed  at  the  cardiac  orifice,  but 
that  only  when  the  process  of  digestion  was 
completed,  and  the  chyme  ready  to  pqss 
through  the  pylorus,  did  vomiting  occur.  The 
lifting  sensation  felt  on  laying  the  hand  upon 
the  stomach  was  indication  of  its  being  raised 

by  every  beat  of  the  large  artery  lying  be- 
hind. 
We  were  informed  that  one  physician  had 

pronounced  the  disease  to  be  aneurism  of  the 
aorta.   Lying  upon  the  side  being  the  most 
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easy  posture,  indicated  that  the  relief  was 
from  the  weight  of  the  enlargement  being 
partially  removed  from  the  artery.  Schirrns 
of  the  stomach  and  adjacent  organs  has  not 
been  a  frequent  occurrence  in  my  observa- 

tions. Many  years  since  I  was  associated 
with  two  others  in  a  post-mortem  examination, 
when  a  man  of  sixty  or  seventy  had  suffered 
for  years  with  a  distressing  tumor  in  the 
epigastric  region.  Nearly  the  whole  extent 
of  the  stomach  was  involved.  In  some  points 
the  coat  was  thickened  to  nearly  an  inch,  and 
in  others,  very  much  attenuated.  In  another 
case,  an  old  gentleman,  there  was  found  a 
thickening  of  the  coats  of  the  duodenum. 

The  disease  had  continued  many  years,  and 
the  diagnosis  was  obscure.  A  post-mortem  ex- 

amination only  could  reveal  the  true  path- 
ology of  the  case.  D^ath  was  can  ed  by  a 

closure  of  the  caliber  of  the  intestine. 

I  vv-ill  relate  another  interesting  case  which 
came  under  my  observation  about  the  year 
1856.  The  patient  was  a  man  over  fifty  years 
of  age ;  native  of  Scotland,  but  resident  in  Il- 

linois for  many  years.  His  occupation  had 
been  that  of  contractor  on  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal  during  early  manhood,  but 
subsequently  retired  to  a  farm.  For  many 
years  he  had  been  subject  to  severe  attacks  of 
what  was  considered  bilious  colic,  aud  had 
taken  large  and  oft  repeated  doses  of  calomel, 
to  relieve  the  liver.  From  my  first  acquaint- 

ance with  this  gentleman,  his  countenance 
was  pale  and  of  a  sallow  hue.  He  was  fre- 

quently jaundiced,  and  withal  a  great  sufferer. 
Not  long  after  coming  under  my  care  I  re- 

moved several  hemorrhoidal  tumors  with  the 

ligature,  and  otherwise  treated  him  for  hepa- 
tic and  portal  derangements.  Nothing  afforded 

any  permanent  relief,  and  in  process  of  time 
he  succumbed. 

On  post-mortem  examination,  we  found  a 
narrowing  of  the  ductus  communis  choledo- 
chus  from  thickening  of  the  coats,  and  upon 
the  hepatic  side  of  the  diseased  tube,  concre 
tions  consisting  of  inspissated  bile,  which  had 
wholly  closed  the  passage. 

There  are  very  many  cases  like  the  latter 
which  every  practitioner  has  met,  and  found 
difficult  of  diagnosis  and  treatment.  The  oc- 

clusion more  or  less  complete,  will  stop  the 

flow  of  the  biliary  secretion,  and  cause  local  dis- 
tress, and  constitutional  symptoms  referable 

to  the  liver. 

In  all  painful  affections  of  the  epigastric 
region,  especially  when  the  distress  is  most 
felt  to  the  right  of  the  mesial  line,  and  pa- 
roxymal  in  its  accession,  there  is  reason  to 
suspect  closure  of  the  common  duct,  either 
from  inspissated  bile,  or  a  thickening  of  the 
tube,  which  lessens  its  caliber  and  retards  even 
the  normal  amount  of  secretion. 

In  such  cases  it  is  bad  practice  to  administer 
agents  which  will  tend  to  increase  the  amount 
of  bile,  because  there  is  an  inability  to  dispose 
of  what  is  secreted. 

March  1872. 

TWO  CASES  OF  OVARIAN  NEU- 
RALGIA. 

By  Edward  H.  Sholl,  M.  D., 
Of  Gainesville,  Ala. 

In  the  early  part  of  October,  1871,  Justina, 
a  black  woman,  22  years  of  age,  youngest 
child  3  years  of  age,  presented  herself  for  ex- 

amination and  treatment.  Her  haggard  face 
indicated  suffering.  Her  pain,  of  a  sharp,  in- 

tense, lancinating  paroxysmal  character,  lo- 
cated in  right  iliac  region,  was  at  times  almost 

unbearable,  shooting  down  the  thigh.  Little 
tenderness  on  pressure,  but  increased  sensi- 

bility of  the  general  surface.  No  defined  pe- 
riodicity ;  nutrition  imperfect ;  bowels  rather 

constipated;  no  febrile  excitement ;  access  of 
attack  sudden  ;  menstruation  regular ;  no  ex- 

citing cause  noticed  ;  diagnosed  as  ovarian 
neuralgia,  caused  by  d  ficient  nutrition  ;  men- 

struation completed  ten  days  before. 
She  was  ordered  twelve  grains  of  muriate  of 

ammonia  six  times  daily,  and  good  diet.  Eight 
days  of  medication  relieved  the  pain  entirely, 
with  great  general  improvement.  Five  days  af- 

ter, in  passing,  I  was  told  she  needed  my  atten- 
tion. On  entering,  found  her  a  raving  maniac. 

Attack  had  come  on  suddenly  in  the  night  be- 
fore. She  was  terribly  violent,  obscene  and 

profane.  Had  endeavored  to  tear  off  her 
clothing,  and  kill  her  child,  of  whom  she  was 
very  fond.  She  imagined  herself  the  Saviour 
having  come  to  judge  the  world,  and  was  with 
difficulty  restraired,  by  four  strong  men,  from 
committing  acts  of  terrible  violence.  Having  se- 

cured her,  a  grain  of  morphine  was  inserted  in 
the  arm.  In  fifteen  minutes  she  became  more 
quiet,  her  mouth  was  forced  open,  and  finding 
the  tongue  heavily  coated,  sixty  grains  of  cal- 

omel were  given.  She  slept  most  of  the  night. 
Next  day  the  bowels  were  freely  moved,  and 



April  13,  1872.] 

*he  excessive  violence  of  symptoms  gave  way, 
and  her  mania  took  on  more  of  a  melancholic 
condition.  Diet  of  nourishing  character  was 
forced  on  her.  Thirty  grains  of  chloral  at 
night  secured  sleep ;  and  in  the  morning, 
quiet  during  the  day,  though  but  little  clear- 

ness of  intellect  till  on  the  sixth  day  of  treat- 
ment. On  the  seventh  day  th*  menstrual  flow 

appeared ;  was  copious.  With  each  day's 
flow  the  intellect  became  more  clear.  It  last- 

ed five  d^ys,  and  with  its  cessation  mind  was 
almost  entirely  restored  to  its  normal  stand- 

ard. She  was  put  at  once  on  iron,  and  in  a 
short  time  mind  and  body  were  made  sound, 
and  so  remain  till  this  time. 

Nov.  8, 1871. — Was  called  upon  to  visit  Mrs. 
A.,  who  had  been  confined  twenty-four  days 
before  with  her  second  child.  She  got  up  on 
the  fifteenth  day.  The  next  day,  in  passing 
into  an  adjoining  room,  where  she  remained 
a  few  minutes,  she  became  thoroughly  chilled. 
In  an  hour  she  was  attacked  with  a  violent, 
agonizing  pain  in  the  right  ovary ;  pain  so 
torturing  as  to  elicit  loud  screams.  Her  phy- 

sician, by  the  use  of  chloral,  mercury,  quinine 
and  opiates,  gave  temporary  relief,  though 
there  was  a  malarial  taint  the  quinine  failed 
to  relieve,  and  the  only  rest  was  obtained 
by  large  doses  of  the  anodynes.  I  found  her 
at  4  P.  M.,  in  a  paroxysm  of  most  intense 
agony  ;  face  pallid,  wan  and  haggard  ;  surface 
in  a  cold,  clammy  sweaf ;  pulse  feeble  and  ac- 

celerated ;  slight  tenderness  on  pressure  upon 
the  right  ovarian  region;  genera'  exaltation 
of  sensibility  of  abdominal  surface,  with  a 
pain  descrioed  as  lancinating  and  cutting,  ex- 

tending to  the  right  knee  ;  bowels  well  opened. 
She  was  very  weak,  uuable  to  change  her  own 
p  osition.   She  was  ordered 

R.    Ammonias  muriat,,       gr  x. 
Potass,  bromid.,  gr.xv. 
Fid  ext.  g^lsemmi,  tr^  xv.  M. 

every  two  hours  until  relieved.  Quinine,  three 
grains  every  three  hours,  with  a  decided  opiate 
at  9  P.  M.,  and  requested  to  report  in  forty- 
eight  hours.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
the  medicine  having  been  pushed  as  far  as 
could  be  borne,  she  was  still  unrelieved. 
Although  knowing  from  previous  history  that 
it  was  utterly  impossible  up  to  that  time  for 
her  to  retain  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  pill 
upon  the  stomach,  my  anxiety  to  try  the  iodo- 

form and  iron  led  me  to  order  for  her  six  of 

Warner's  pills  daily.  In  connection  with  this 
she  was  directed  to  take  six  drops  of  the  liquid 
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propylamin  in  aqueous  solution  every  two 
hours  during  the  day ;  also  a  powerful  altera- 

tive anodyne,  as  follows  : 
R    Fid.  ext.  gelsimini,  f^ij ss. "     "  colchici, 

"     "  sanguinariae,    aa  fgij. "     "  belladonnas, 
"     "  pbytolaccse,      aa  fgj. 
"     "   aconit.  rad.,  Tr^45.  M. 

Sig. — Take  18  drops  every  two  hours,  or  as necessary. 

She  took  two  pills  immediately  on  receiving 
them.  Nausea  immediately  commenced,  and 
violent  vomiting  ensued,  which  only  became 
quiet  with  the  ejection  of  the  pills.  The 
other  treatment  was  continued  five  days,  dur- 

ing which  time  she  was  never  entirely  easy, 
but  had  some  comparatively  comfortable  hours 
whenever  the  anodyne  was  carried  to  tha 
extent  of  producing  double  vision.  I  saw  that 
my  patient  was  losing  ground;  continuous 
pain  was  surely  sapping  life. 

She  was  then  ordered 
R.  Tinct.  ferri  chlorid.,  n^vi. 

Liq.  potass,  arsenit.,  i^ij. 
Strychnine  sulphat.,         gr.  1-60.  M. 

This  was  given  every  two  hours,  night  and 
day.  In  four  days  she  was  almost  relieved. 
In  eight  days  she  rose  and  dressed  herself, 
declared  herself  well,  and  has  so  remained, 
concluding  to  my  satisfaction  the  severest 
case  of  this  class  that  has  ever  come  under 

my  care. 

Medical  Societies. 

EAST  RIVER  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION 
OF  NEW  YORK. 

[PAPER  READ  BY  DR.  JOHN  BURKE.] 
Delirium  Tremens  —Continued- 

Two  things  are  essential  in  the  treatment  of 
this  disease  :  Constant  watching  and  careful 
nursing.  A  patient  should  not  be  left  alone 
for  a  moment.  I  have  seen  the  sad  results  of  a 
neglect  of  this  precaution  a  number  of  times. 
One  example  will  suffice.  I  was  summoned  one 
night  to  see  a  stout  black-mith,  who  had  been 
drinking  freely  for  about  ten  days.  He  was  sit- 

ing in  his  room  surrounded  by  his  friends, 
smoking  and  chatting.  In  truth,  at  first  sight, 
nothing  appeared  to  ail  him  He  told  me  that 
he  had  not  slept  for  two  nights  ;  that  fellows 
were  going  <o  burn  his  house  and  kill  him.  His 
pulse  was  slightly  accelerated,  tongue  clean  ; 
on  the  wrtole  it  seemed  a  mild  case,  which  a 
few  days  would  restore  to  health.  There  was, 
however,  glistening  and  restlessness  about  his 
eyes,  or  rather  a  tire  in  them,  I  did  not  like. 
As  I  always  do,  I  told  his  friends  to  watch  him 

Medical  Societies. 
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carefully  lest  he  should  hurt  himself  or  some- 

body else,  and  ordering  some  treatment  I  left. 
I  had  not  gone  three  blocks  from  the  house 
when  I  heard  a  voice  screaming  after  me  to 
return,  that  Grogan  had  cut  his  throat.  He 
was  bleeding  freely  from  an  ugly  gash  across 
his  windpipe.  I  arrested  the  hemorrhage  and 
dressed  the  wound.  After  I  left,  he  walked  to 
another  room,  opened  a  drawer,  took  out  an 
old  razor,  and  standing  before  a  looking  glass, 
drew  it  deliberately  across  his  throat.  That 
night  I  sent  him  to  the  City  Hospital,  and  in 
three  days  he  was  dead.  Tell  the  patient's 
friends,  therefore,  that  he  must  be  carefully 
watched;  if  anything  wrong  then  occurs  the 
fault  lies  not  with  you  Exclude  rigidly  every- 

body but  those  who  have  the  immediate  care 
of  the  patient;  let  him  be  kept  free  from  all 
external  and  internal  stimulants,  and,  indeed, 
he  s  ould  be  viewed  for  the  time  being  as  an 
insane  person. 

I  would  stop  all  alcoholic  drinks  ;  this  it  is 
a  hard  thing  to  do,  as  people  have  an  idea  that 
if  aquor  be  suddenly  cutoff  (he  patient  will 
die.  They  will  say  that  it  was  not  grog  that 
killed  him,  but  the  want  of  it.  It  is  some 
years  since  I  cut  off  liquor  in  these  cases,  and 
I  can  safely  say  that  I  have  never  had  occa- 

sion to  regret  it.  I  grant  that  it  mav  be  ne- 
cessary once  in  a  wh  Ie  to  give  a  little  to  an  old 

broken  down  toper  who  has  perhaps  imbibed 
hogsheads  in  his  day,  but  as  a  general  rule  I 
am  strongly  opposed  to  it.  If,  however,  de- 

spite what  you  say,  the  frieuds  will  insist  on 
a  little  whisky,  order  ateasp  ;onful  of  b  andy 
to  a  tumblerful  of  water:  a  teaspoonful  every 
three  hours,  good  beef  tea  or  chicken  broth, 
rice  and  milk,  lemonade,  bread  and  milk,  car- 

bonic acid  waer  efc,  may  be  given.  In  some 
cases  the  appetite  is  very  good;  then  they  may 
have  beefsteak  or  mutton  chop,  but  g<  nerally 
the  appetite  is  depraved.  Animal  broths  are 
best  substitutes  for  whisky,and  should  be  given 
freely.  Next,  in  regard  to  drugs,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  have  no  specific  to  offer.  Delirium 
tremens  being  a  self-limiting  disease,  persons 
have  recovered  uuder  the  most  dissim  lar 
modes  of  treatment.  They  have  been  bled 
and  blistered,  leeched  and  cupped,  and  purged. 
Opium  has  been  given  iu  heroic  doses,  both 
hypodermically  and  by  the  stomach,  tartar 
emetic  and  opium  combined,  ipecac,  the  cold 
water  douche,  etc.  Yet  patients  have  recov- 

ered uuder  all  the  varied  treatment.  Does  not 
thisf  ct  felone  prove  that  the  disease  is  a  self- 
limiting  or  a  self-curing  one  ? 

As  a  general  rule,  if  good  sound  sleep  can 
be  procured,  a  favorable  result  is  certain  to 
folio  v,  hence  the  opium  treatment  was  at  one 
time  considered  the  best  and  most  reliable: 
Watson  and  others  laid  down  the  axiom  . 

"  Unless  the  patient  sleeps  he  dies."  Now 
this,  I  am  free  to  say,  has  hurried  many  a  poor 
fellow  out  of  this  world.  Opium  has  been 
given  until  it  has  caused  fatal  coma.  I  my- 

self saw  a  fatal  result  ensue,  where  not  over 
two  drachms  of  laudanum  were  taken  duiing 

a  night.  Yet  I  have  seen  patients  recover 
when  several  ounces  were  takeu.  It  is  diffi- 

cult to  tell  how  much  is  due  to  whisky  and 
how  much  to  opium.  I  have  used  morphia 
by  the  hypodermic  syringe,  and  am  afraid  of 
it.  I  gave  one  man  f  gr.  one  night ;  he  fell 
into  a  stupor  which  I  thought  would  prove  fa- 

tal. He  rested  for  several  hours  and  got  well, 
but  it  is  a  method  of  treatment  I  should  not 
recommend.  We  have  no  right  in  such  a  dis- 

ease as  delirium  tremens,  when  we  know  that 
recovery  will  take  place  in  mo-t  cases,  to  em- 

ploy such  a  powerful  weapon  that  cuts  bo  h 
ways.  To  make  opium  effectual,  it  must  be 
given  in  large  dose*.  I  have  no  faith  in  small 
doses,  unless  to  keep  the  patient  amused 
while  nature  is  performing  a  cure- 
There  is  no  need  to  be  alarmed  if  the  patient 

does  not  sleep  in  a  night,  or  two,  or  three.  He 
can  live  many  days  and  nights  without  sleep. 
When  I  came  to  New  York  the  doctrine  wa*i 
to  give  onium  to  the  sleeping  point.  We  all 
swore  by  Watson.  Early  training  makes  such 
a  deep  impression  that  it  takes  years  to  throw 
it  aside,  and  even  then  some  lingering 
remnants  will  remain.  Even  now  when  I  am 
called  to  prescribe  for  a  case  of  delirium  tre- 

mens, I  mechanically  commence  with  opium 
as  a  leader.  For  many  years  I  held  on  to  the 
opium  treatment,  for  the  axiom  u  Unless  he 
sleeps,  he  dies,"  and  the  reproaches  and  en- 

treaties of  friends  who  would  say,  "  Oh  !  doc- 
tor, he  has  not  slept  iu  four  nishts,"  and, 

u  Doctor,  so-and  so  ordered  John  Smith  one 
dose,  and  he  slept,"  held  me  fast  long  after  I 
had  seen  the  evil  effects  of  opium  in  delirium 
tremens. 
Many  recover,  no  doubt,  under  the  use  of 

opium,  but  I  think  more  would  benefit  by  the 
use  of  beef  tea  and  some  bitter  infusion,  such 
as  gentian  or  wormwood.  I  always  suffered 
from  anxiety  when  I  left  my  patient  to  the 
nurse  with  directions  to  give  mixtures  con- 

taining laudanum  or  morphia  every  two  or 
three  hours.  It  was  with  a  deal  of  trepida- 

tion that  I  inquired  in  the  morning  how  the 
patient  had  passed  the  night ;  but  T  no  longer 
have  that  dread.  It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to 
order  remedies  that  cannot  do  much  harm, 
and  are  very  likely  to  do  a  world  of  good. 

In  some  cases  we  have  obstiuate  vomiiing  ; 
here  I  generally  find  carbonic  acid  water 
in  small  quantities,  ice,  and  a  mustard  plaster 
to  the  epigastrium  give  the  quickest  relief. 
If  the  vomiting  be  too  persisteut,  a  stimula- 

ting injection,  and  a  small  blister  on  the  pit 
of  »he  stomach,  over  which  a  little  morphine 
may  be  sprinkled  when  the  epioermis  is  re- 

moved, will  generally  suffice.  I  formerly  gave 
lar  e  doses  of  calomel ;  it  is  a  dangerous  prac- 

tice ;  1  have  known  ten  grains  to  cause  pro- 
fuse salivation  ;  so,  therefore,  I  do  not  give  it 

now.  On  first  seeing  your  patient,  if  the 
tongue  is  extensively  coated,  and  breath  in  a 
bad  condition,  two  scruples  of  ipecac  to  cause 
free  emesis  is  a  good  remedy.  Formerly  in 
the  City  Hospital,  they  treated  all  their  pa- 
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tients  "with  ipecac,  and  I  believe  they  had 
more  success  wiih  that  than  with  the  opium. 

Bromide  of  potassium  in  large  doses  is  the 
great  remedy  now,  and  it  has  th  s  advantage, 
that  in  fair  doses  it  can  do  do  harm.  But  in 
many  cases  you  will  be  disappointed  in  its 
effects.  J  give  it  in  half-drachm  doses  every 
two  hours  until  six  drachms  are  taken.  If  it 
does  not  produce  quietude  and  sleep  in  that 
quantity,  I  always  discontinue  it.  It  will  in 
some  persons  produce  very  marked  quieting 
effects  I  have  used  it  extensively  and  can 
speak  with  some  degree  of  experience  in  its 
favor.  In  a  bad  c  iee,  previously  mentioned, 
when  pneu  nonia  was  complicated  with  deliri- 

um tremens  it  app  ared  to  act  well.  When  the 
skin  is  hot  and  dry,  which  it  generally  will  be 
when  there  is  any  complication,  I  givespirit- 
ous  inindereri  In  many  cases  there  will  be 
profuse  sweatn  gand  great  muscular  activity, 
the  patient  shaking  like  an  aspen.  Here  I  find 
a  quinine  mixture  with  excess  of  acid  do  great 
service.  I  have  aiso  us^d  the  tincture  of  iron, 
and  can  speak  well  of  it.  1  have  had  good  sus- 
cess  with  quinine  given  by  day,  and  bromide 
of  potassium  at  night.  Gentian  or  wormwood 
may  be  substituted  for  the  quinine.  Pulv. 
capsicum  ha*  been  used  formerly  by  Mackin- 

tosh. Ti  cture  cap  ici  was  1  mployed.  I  have 
use  th*.  pulv.  capsici  in  twenty-grain 
dosts  co  nbined  with  twenty  grains  pulv. 
cinnam  >a  in  a  little  honey  every  three  hours 
until  four  doses  were  taken,  with  good  effect, 
produ  ing  sleep  in  from  twelve  to  sixteen 
hou  s.  The  medicine  is  a  pretty  hot  one  to 
tak-. 

There  are  some  patients  who  will  not  sleep 
under  any  circumstances.  Here  I  have  found 
considerable  benefit  from  another  mode  of 
treatment  which  has  been  invariably  success- 
lul  in  my  bands,  viz  ,  excessive  fatigue.  I  was 
called  10  see  a  man  in  January.  He  was  a  li- 

quor dealer,  and  was  a  strong,  powerful  man, 
and  had  been  drinking  for  some  time,  and  had 
not  slept  for  three  nights.  He  was  sitting  in 
bed  praying  with  all  his  might;  he  was  sweat- 

ing profusely  and  quivering  in  all  b  s  volun- 
tary muscles.  I  prescribed  a  purgative,  as  his 

tongue  was  coated  and  his  bowels  costive. 
Then  I  ordered  a  drachm  of  bromide  po- 

tass, every  two  hours  until  he  was  quieted. 
Next  day  he  was  in  the  same  state.  Had  not 
slept  a  minute.  I  gave  then  twenty  grains 
pulv.  capsici  every  three  hours  in  honey.  Next 
day  I  called.  He  had  not  slept,  but  his  appetite 
was  good.  He  cauld  take  plenty  of  neeftea, 
etc.  He  wauted  to  go  to  Washington  Market, 
so  I  told  his  keeper  to  dress  him  up  and  walk 
him  there,  as  perhaps  it  would  cause  sleep. 
Accordingly  he  went  out  at  d  walked  down 
Soutb  Street  to  the  Battery,  thence  around  to 
Washington  Market  and  home  to  Henry  and 
Montgomery  streets.  The  man  who  accom- 

panied him  was  very  much  fatigued,  and  said 
he  would  go  no  more  with  him,  but  the  patient 
was  as  restless  as  before,  and  when  I  called  in 
the  evening  he  was  sitting  up  and  chatting 

with  his  friends,  and  no  sleep.  Now  I  am  op- 
posed to  opium  in  any  shape,  but  at  the  ur- 

gent solicitation  of  his  brother  I  gave  him  one 
grain  of  morphine  at  the  same  time  remarking 
that  it  would  not  cause  sleep. 

Next  day  I  again  called.  He  was  up,  and 
had  eaten  some  breakfast,  but  now  the  eighth 
day  had  arrived,  and  the  man  had  not  yet 
slept.  I  now  made  up  my  mind  to  tire  him 
out  completely,  since  neither  drugs  nor  meat 
nor  time  would  put  him  to  sleep  I  would 
again  try  the  walking  cure.  I  directed  his 
brother  to  get  a  couple  of  men,  and  himself 
see  that  everything  was  carried  out  faithfully. 
At  ten  A.  M.  the  sleepless  one  and  a  man 
left  the  house  and  walked  to  the  corner  of 
Fifty-uinth  street  and  Fifth  avenue.  An- 

other man  met  him  thereand  walked  him  toMc- 
Coomu's  dam,  and  after  resting,  walked  him 
back  to  Fifty-ninth  street  and  Fifth  avenue. 
Then  the  brother  met  him  and  walked  h^m 
home.  Several  times  he  desired  to  ride,  but 
the  men  were  firm,  and  carrying  out  my  or- 

ders faithfully,  th«y  compelled  him  to  walk. 
When  he  arrived  home,  alter  walking  in  all 
over  twenty  miles,  he  was  °carcely  able  to  go 
up-stairs  ;  he  was  completely  used  up.  He 
wore  a  heavy  overcoat,  and  was  in  a  profuse 
perspiration.  They  pulled  his  clothes  off,  he 
threw  himself  into  bed,  and  in  a  few  minutes, 
was  sound  asleep.  He  slept  eighteen  hours, 
and  awoke  completely  restored. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  many  cases  in  which 
I  have  used  tais  remedy  during  the  past  few 
years  after  trying  otber  measures  to  pro- 

cure sleep.  This  ''movement  cure,"  if  I  may be  allowed  to  use  the  term  in  this  case, is  only 
adapted  to  those  patients  who  are  strong  and 
vigorous.  There  are  cases  of  delirium  tremens 
when  the  patients  will  be  unable  to  walk  across 
the  floor  without  support,  nay  not  even  to 
leave  the  bed.  If,  atter  trying  various  reme- 

dies for  a  few  days,  and  still  the  patient  has 
his  eyes  open,theu  give  the  movement  cure  a 
full  trial  not  by  walking  around  a  block,  but  a 
long  walk  that  will  fatigue  him  thoroughly  and 
sweat  the  alcohol  out  of  his  biood,  for  I  be- 

lieve that  a  great  deal  is  due  to  the  exercise 
of  the  body,  which  causes  all  the  secretions 
to  be  aroused  to  greater  activity,  especially  of 
the  skin,  the  lungs,  the  kidneys  and  liver, 
through  which  the  ale  'hoi  poison  is  thrown 
off;  and  this  I  believe  is  the  only  reason  why 
hard-working  laboring  men  can  drink  so  much 
liquor  for  yeais  wi  hout  much  visible  harm, 
wnile  those  of  sedentary  habits  are  30  prone 
to  show  the  ill  effects  of  the  poison  in  a  much 
shorter  time.  Lastly,  with  regard  to  this 
movement  cure,  be  sure  to  send  reliable  men, 
and  caution  them  not  to  allow  their  charge  to 
drink  whisky  nor  to  run  away.  I  had  a  patient 
once  who  escaped  from  his  attendant  on  the 
street ;  he  was  found  several  days  afterward 
iu  the  Tombs.  Tinct.  digitalis  has  been  em- 

ployed in  large  doses.  I  have  given  it  as  high 
as  two  or  three  drachms,  but  I  did  not  see  any 
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good  effects  following  its  use  at  that  dose,  and 
was  afraid  to  carry  it  higher. 
Chloroform  is  a  good  safe  remedy  in  doses 

from  half  a  teaspounful  to  a  teaspoonful  in 
water  or  milk  ;  in  many  cases  it  will  do  much 
good. 

Tinct.  lupulio,  lavand.  co\,  tinct.  valerian, 
etc.,  contain  too  much  alcohol.  I  have  used 
them  without  advantage.  In  cases  of  great 
prostration  I  found  a  mixture  of  Hoffman's 
anodyne  and  sp.  ammonia  arom.,  a  safe  pre- 

scription. I  have  spoken  before  of  one 
method  of  treatment,  very  popular  among  the 
people  and  with  many  of  the  faculty.  I 
allude  to  the  whisky  treatment.  Now  I  have 
never  yet  been  afraid  to  stop  whisky  in  de- 

lirium tremens.  I  have  forbidden  it  in  broken 
down  people,  and  have  never  seen  its  sudden 
arrest  do  any  harm  ;  but  there  are  exceptions 
to  every  rule,  and  there  may  be  cases  where 
the  persons  are  so  soaked  with  alcohol  that  a 
little  may  be  used  to  keep  up  the  action  of 
the  heart  until  other  nutriment  can  be  assimi- 

lated, but  these  cases  must  be  very  rare.  If 
you  cannot  overcome  the  prejudices  of  the 
people  in  favor  of  giving  whisky,  temporize 
by  giving  it  in  very  small  doses,  or  what  is 
better  still  say  that  the  remedy  you  give  is 
given  in  lieu  of  whisky. 

Lately  hydrate  of  chloral  has  attained  some 
celebrity  as  a  remedy  in  this  disease.  Like 
all  new  discoveries  which  have  been  successful 
in  some  cases,  it  has  been  extolled  as  a  panacea 
for  almost  all  evils.  I  think  its  merits  have 
been  greatly  exaggerated,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  in  simple  cases  of  deiirium  tremens, 
where  a  hypnotic  is  required,  when  the  object 
is  to  produce  quietude  and  sleep,  chloral  hy- 

drate will  be  found  of  great  use,  in  doses  of 
twenty  grains  repeated  until  a  drachm  or  two 
is  taken.  It  is  a  pretty  safe  remedy,  bat  must 
not  be  used  indiscriminately. 

To  sum  up  the  treatment  of  a  pure  case  of 
delirium  tremens,  the  first  object  is  to  attend 
to  his  surroundings.  See  that  he  is  care- 

fully watched ;  that  he  cannot  hurt  him- 
self. Have  his  food  properly  cooked,  so  that 

it  can  be  readily  digested ;  do  not  allow 
his  friends  or  his  clerks  to  annoy  him  with 
business  matters,  to  which  he  is  totally  inca- 

pable of  attending,  and  above  all,  do  not  allow 
any  female  friends  to  be  condoling  with  him 
on  his  condition  or  his  looks.  Such  talk  ag- 

gravates the  patient's  case,  and  makes  him more  restless.  Have  one  or  two  discreet 
persons  in  the  room  to  talk  to  him,  if  he 
wishes  to  speak,  and  to  attend  to  his  wants 
when  required.  Night  and  day  the  nurse 
should  be  at  hand,  whether  he  sleeps  or  wakes, 
until  reason  has  assumed  control.  After  this 
being  attended  to,  order  some  medicines  that 
you  tnink  will  suit  his  particular  case,  always 
bearing  in  mind  that  powerful  drugs  are  not 
necessary,  and  that  the  old  watchword,  "  un- 

less he  sleeps,  he  dies,"  is  not  true.  If  the 
stomach  requires  it,  order  an  emetic  of  ipecac, 
to  be  followed  with  a  laxative  of  rhubarb  and 

bicarb,  soda  if  the  bowels  are  costive.  If  the 
stomach  be  irritable,  carbonic  acid  water,  ice, 
and  a  sinapism  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach. 
Then,  to  increase  the  tone  of  the  stomach,  give 
quinine  ;  for  nervous  irritability,  give  bromide 
of  potassium  in  doses  from  twenty  to  forty 
grains  every  two  or  three  hours ;  if  that  fail, 
try  chloroform  or  chloral  hydrate.  Do  not  be 
disappointed  if  your  patient  is  not  quieted  in  a 
day,  and  tell  his  friends  that  delirium  tremens 
is  not  cured  in  an  hour,  and  point  out  the  dan- 

ger of  giving  large  doses  of  opium,  and  they 
will  generally  be  satisfied. 
There  is  a  wild  state  of  excitement  pro- 

duced by  ale  or  beer,  which  occurs  m  nervous 
people;  they  will  become  highly  excited  after 
a  few  glasses,  laughing  or  crying,  talkative  or 
blustering  ;  this  is  not  delirium  tremens,  it 
will  pass  away  by  morning  under  an  emetic 
or  purge. 
Though  delii  ium  tremens,  when  uncompli- 

cated, is  a  disease  that  the  majority  get  well 
under  any  mode  of  treatment,  it  is  quite  the 
r  verse  when  it  supervenes  upon  any  acute 
disease.  The  most  common  form  of  compli- 

cation is  pneumonia.  I  have  often  seen  de- 
lirium tremens  follow  erysipelas  and  bron- 

chitis, and  injuries  both  slight  and  grave,  and 
also  on  acute  albuminuria,  and  I  suppose  that 
all  acute  diseases  of  drinking  men  may  be  fol- 

lowed and  sometimes  preceded  by  delirium 
tremens.  A  patient  will  be  taken  ill  with 
severe  chills  and  fever  and  pain  in  his  side  ; 
next  day  you  will  find  him  with  the  first  stage 
of  pneumonia;  in  three  or  four  more  days  you 
find  him  in  delirium  tremens.  Aijain,  a  pa- 

tient falls  and  breaks  his  les:,  perhaps  simple 
fracture.  You  may  do  up  the  leg  and  tell  his 
friends  that  he  will  be  well  in  six  weeks  ;  in 
four  or  five  days  he  will  be  attacked  with  de- 

lirium tremens  and  die  in  a  short  time.  Or 
you  may  be  called  to  a  case  where  the  patient 
is  up  and  dressed  ;  he  evidently  has  delirium 
tremens  ;  it  looks  a  favorable  case,  and  so  you 
pronounce  it.  In  an  hour  or  so  perhaps,  after 
taking  a  dose  of  your  medicine,  he  is  seized 
with  conyulsions,  and  dies  before  your  next 
visit.    He  has  acute  albuminuria. 

I  would  again  advise  you  in  every  case, 
whether  complicated  or  not,  to  state  that 
there  is  danger  of  the  patient,  for  you  cannot 
foretell  what  may  occur.  Again  when  you  are 
called  to  attend  a  drinking  man  with  an  acute 
disease,  be  it  ever  so  simple,  inform  his 
friends  that  he  may  get  delirium  tremeus  be- 

fore his  recovery.  It  is  really  surprising  how 
small  an  accident,  even  a  cut  finger,  will  cause 
death  if  followed  by  delirium  tremens. 

In  delirium  tremens,  complicated  by  pneu- 
monia, I  treat  the  latter  by  sp.  mindererus 

and  the  oil-silk  jacket,  dry  cups  to  the  side, 
and  if  the  pain  is  very  acute,  hypodermic  in- 

jection of  five  to  seven  drops  of  Magendie's so  ution  in  the  arm.  For  the  delirium  tre- 
mens, the  bromide  potass.  I  have  seen  one  of 

the  worst  cases  of  this  kind  recover  under  the 
above  treatment  with  proper  nourishment. 
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In  all  severe  cases,  if  you  have  the  skin  hot 

and  dry,  the  urine  scant  and  of  a  dark  red 
color,  a  mixture  of  spirits  mmdererus  and 
sweet  spirits  nitre,  if  the  stomach  will  bear  it, 
has  a  good  efTect.  If  the  stomach  be  irritable, 
the  effervescing  mixture,  viz.:  Potass,  bi- 

carb, ^ij.,  syrup  simplex.  3ij.,  aq*  purae.  31V., 
a  tablespoonful  with  three  tablespoonfuls 
of  cold  water  and  one  of  lemon  juice  every 
hour  or  two,  will  be  very  appropriate.  If 
you  discover  albumen,  employ  Rouchettis' 
hot-air  bath ;  if  the  case  looks  urgent  cups  to 
the  back,  and  purge  with  cream  of  tartar  and 
jalap,  if  the  system  will  bear  it ;  try  by  all 
means  to  ward  off  convulsions  ;  use  every 
means  to  restore  the  secretions,  for  danger  is 
nigh. 

Erysipelas  followed  by  delirium  tremens  is 
treated  best  by  the  tincture  of  iron.  From 
careful  observation  I  have  come  to  the  fol- 

lowing conclusions : 
1st.  That  delirium  tremens  is  a  blood  poison 

produced  by  alcohol. 
2d.  That  the  disease  is  self-limiting  like  any 

other  blood  poison,  that  is,  the  system  will 
throw  it  off  provided  it  is  not  overwhelmed  by 
the  strength  of  the  poison. 

3d.  That  most  cases  will  commence  to  get 
well  within  ten  days,  though  I  have  seen  cases 
where  the  disease  was  prolonged  to  three 
weeks,  whether  by  the  doctor's  treatment  or 
the  force  of  the  disease  I  cannot  state  posi- 
tively. 

4th.  That  the  rational  treatment  is  to  cease 
all  aiconoiic  stimulants,  aud  to  give  in  place 
of  them  such  nutriment  as  the  stomach  can 
easily  digest,  as  animal  broths,  and  in  well- 
regulated  quantities. 

Careful  watching  is  absolutely  essential. 
The  patient  should  never  be  alone  whether 
sleeping  or  waking, 

5th.  Though  we  have  no  antidote  to  the  poi- 
son, yet  we  can,  by  restoring  the  secretions, 

ward  off  bad  symptoms,  and  help  to  eliminate 
the  poison  from  the  system  by  a  proper  course 
of  remedial  means  already  enumerated. 
When  subsultus  tendinum  and  profuse  sweat- 

ing are  the  chief  features  of  the  disease, 
quinine  and  iron  are  the  proper  remedies.  To 
allay  nervous  excitement  and  cause  rest,  the 
choice  lies,  I  think,  between  bromide  potass., 
chloroform,  and  chloral  hydrate.  In  some 
cases,  these  drugs  have  a  well-marked  effect, 
but  in  other  cases  you  will  be  disappointed 
by  them.  In  some  strong,  vigorous  men,  the 
walking,  so  as  to  completely  tire  out  the  pa- 

tient, will  produce  sleep,  but  he  must  be  walk- 
ing until  he  really  is  tired,  from  five  to  ten 

miles,  if  need  be,  he  must  be  pushed  forward 
until  he  cries  for  mercy,  to  allow  him  to  lie 
down  and  sleep. 

6th.  Opium  in  small  quantity  has  no  effect 
on  the  disease.  In  large  doses  it  is  danger- 

ous, if  not  fatal.  Even  in  large  doses  it  may 
not  cause  sleep.  We  know  that  the  vast  ma- 

jority of  delirium  tremens  patients  will  get 
well.  We  should  not,  therefore,  jeopardize  the 
lives  of  people,  even  if  we  were  certain  that 
we  could  cut  short  the  disease  by  a  day  or  two. 

7th.  You  should  never  pronounce  too 
favorably  on  delirium  tremens.  Let  your 
prognosis  be  guarded,  for  in  a  day  some  com- 

plication may  arise  that  will  alter  the  whole 
case. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscone  bacteria  and  vibrios  lose  their  reproductive 
r   *  properties  by  being  exposed  for  ten  minutes 

  i  to  a  temperature  of  140°  or  167°  Fahr.  But 
Spontaneous  Generation.  I  [t  is  only  the  infusoria  germs,  not  the  infu- soria  themselves,  which  are  supposed  to  pre- 

On  thisrsubject  Professor  D Alton  gives   exist  in  the  atmosphere  or  the  solution ;  and 
the  most  recent  results  in  the  New  York  Medi-    they  may  very  possibly  withstand  a  tempera- 
cal  Journal.   He  remarks  at  the  close  of  th    ;  ture  which  would  be  fatal  to  the  fully -devel- 
article  :  ].  oped  organism.   Unless  we  admit,  therefore, 

It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the  germs  of  that  the  infusoria  in  question  are  sometimes 
infusoria  which  appear  in  boiled  solutions  produced  in  sealed  vessels  by  spontaneous 
may  not  resist  the  action  of  boiling  water,  generation,  the  germs  of  these  minute  bodies 
It  is  true  that  Prof.  Wyman  has  shown,  by  a  must  poesess  the  singular  power  of  living  and 
series  of  very  thorough  experiments,  thai  reproducing  their  kind  after  having  been  ex- 
vibrios  and  similar  infusoria  lose  their  power,  posed  continuously  for  four  hours  to  the  ac- 
both  of  motion  and  reproduction,  after  beiny    tion  of  boiling  water. 
boiled  from  five  to  thirty  minutes.  Prof  I  But  what  are  the  organisms  in  regard  to 
Bastian  has  even  given  evidence  to  show  that 1  which  this  doubt  exists  ? 
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[VoL  xxvi. It  is  by  do  means  the  infusoria,  as  a  class 
On  the  contrary,  since  the  time  of  Enrenberg, 
important  progress  has  been  made  in  the  study 
of  these  animalcules,  and  our  ideas  of  their 
structure  and  classification  have  been  greatly 
modified. 

In  the  first  place  the  whole  group  of  Rota- 
toria, including  Rotifer,  Stephanoceros,  Flos- 

cularia,  and  many  others,  have  been  entirely 
removed  from  the  class  of  infusoria,  and  as- 

signed to  tt;at  of  worms.  Tbeir  complexity 
of  organization  shower  this  to  be  proper;  and 
their  mode  of  reproduction  is  sufficiently  mani- 

fest from  the  fact  that  living  embryos,  in 
process  of  development,  can  often  be  seen  in 
the  interior  of  their  bodies. 

Secondly,  the  idea  of  spontaneous  gener- 
ation has  heen  abandoned  for  all  the  Ciliated 

Infusoria,  constituting,  at  least,  nineteen- 
twemieths  of  the  class,  as  now  understood. 
This  group  includes  such  forms  as  Parame- 

cium, Colpoda,  Chlamydodon,  Ervilia,  Stylony- 
ctoa,  Kerona,  Oxytricfia,  Urostyia  and  Vorti- 
cella — all  those,  in  fact,  which  are  more  or  less 
completely  covered  with  cilia,  and  wh  ch 
move  by  the  regular  vibration  of  hese  little 
appendages.  Within  the  last  ten  years  it  has 
been  established,  be>  ond  a  doubt,  that  many, 
any  probably  all,  of  these  infusoria  reproduce 
their  kind  by  means  of  eggs,  regularly  fertil- 

ized in  the  ordinary  mode  of  sexual  gener- 
ation. 

Furthermore,  the  ciliated  infusoria  are  never 
produced  in  boiled  solutions  which  have  been 
hermetically  sealed  or  otherwise  protected 
from  the  access  of  atmospheric  germs.  It  is 
always  and  omy  the  minute  ar  d  more  lowly 
forms  that  show  themselves  under  these  cir- 

cumstances. By  the  almost  universal  testi- 
mony ot  experimenters  on  both  sides  of  the 

question,  the  only  infusoria,  in  regard  to  whose 
mode  of  generation  there  remains  at  present 
any  doubt,  belong  to  four  genera,  vibrio, 
spirillum,  bacterium,  and  monas;  and  of 
these,  bacteria  and  vibrios  are  by  far  the  most 
frequent,  and  appear  with  the  greatest  persis- 

tency, in  boiled  infusions. 
Now,  these  are  precisely  the  smallest  and 

most  obscure  of  living  organisms.  They  stand 
upon  the  extreme  limits  of  the  microscopic 
world;  and  in  most  instances  no  internal 
structure  can  be  distinguished  in  them,  the 
microscope  revealing  nothing  but  their  form 
and  motions.  They  were  cited  by  Ehrenberg 
thirty  years  ago  as  the  objects  which  escaped 
all  satisfactory  examination,  and  he  refers 
them  to  the  same  category  with  those  of  the 
heavenly  bodies  which  are  indistinct  on 
account  of  their  remoteness. 

Another  fact  of  some  interest  is,  that  these 
genera,  with  one  exception,  are  all  now  con- 

sidered by  common  consent  as  belonging  to 
the  vegetable  kingdom.  With  regard  to 
monas  there  is  a  doubt  in  this  respect ;  but  all 
the  vibrionise,  including  vibrios,  bacteria  and 
spirilla,  are  now  classed  among  vegetables, 
and  are  regarded  as  incomplete  and  transitory 

forms  in  the  development  of  certain  aquatic 
fungi.  Tbese  were  also  the  organisms  which 
were  found  by  Dr.  JLeniaire,  to  be  most  rapidly 
developed  in  the  moisture  condensed  by  him 
from  atmospheric  vapor.  uIn  a  single  drop," 
he  t-ays,  •"  we  counted  more  than  two  hundred 
specimens  of  bacterium  termo  " Thus  we  find  that  now,  as  always,  the  idea 
of  the  spontaneous  generation  of  livi  it?  beings 
is  confiaed  to  organisms  of  which  we  know 
the  least.  Exactly  where  our  defiaite  knowl- 

edge fails,  owing  either  to  the  minute  size  or 
the  imperfect  organization  of  these  bodies, 
there  commences  the  obscurity  which  hangs 
around  their  origin.  It  is  very  justly  said,  in 
support  of  their  spontaneous  generation,  that, 
if  this  mode  of  production  exist  at  all,  it  is  pre- 

cisely iu  the  case  of  the  simplest  and  most  im- 
perfect organisms  that  we  should  expect  it. 

We  might  imagine  a  bacterium  or  a  monad  to 
originate  in  this  way,  but  not  an  eagle  or  an 
elephant.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  alleged 
that  the  imperfect  organization  of  these 
minute  forms  is  only  apparent,  and  depends 
on  the  imperfection  in  our  means  of  observa- 

tion. Wnen  our  microscopes  and  other  aids 
to  investigation  have  been  still  further  im- 

proved, we  shall  fiad,  it  is  said,  that  the  bac- 
terium and  the  vibrio  possess  an  organiza- 

tion of  their  own,  not  less  essential  and  com- 
plete in  its  way  than  that  which  we  now 

know  belongs  to  the  ciliated  infusoria.  There 
is  every  evidence  that  at  least  their  regular 
and  normal  mode  of  production  is  from  germs 
disseminated  in  tbe  atmosphere;  and  they 
themselves,  as  we  have  already  seen,  are  em- 

bryonic or  transitional  forms  in  the  develop- 
ment of  a  d.sunct  vegetable  growth.  They 

are  consequently  to  be  regarded  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  cryptogamic  vegetable  organiza- 

tions ;  and,  no  withstanding  the  apparent 
simplicity  of  their  structure,  they  no  doubt, 
like  other  plams  and  animals,  have  their 
definite  place  in  the  organic  world. 
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NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 The  publisher,  F.  C.  Yogel,  of  Leip- 
zig, has  issued  a  prospectus  of  the  Deutsche 

ZeiUchrift  fur  Chiurgie.  The  editors  are  Drs. 
Htjeter  and  Ltjcke.  An  able  corps  of  con- 

tributors are  promised. 
 The  address  of  Prof.  Noble  Young, 

M.  D.,  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the 
corner-stone  of  the  building  for  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Wilmington, 
N.  C,  Dec.  27th,  1871,  is  chiefly  historical, 
and  contains  a  large  number  of  interesting 
facts  in  American  medical  history.   He  is  not 
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always  accurata,  however,  for  instance,  he 
says,  page  14:  "The  creation  of  the  first 
medical  society  in  Massachusetts,  in  1782,  set 
the  example  \  hich  has  been  followed  by 
nearly  every  ;  ate  m  the  Union."  Nearly 
twenty  years  b3fore  that  date  the  physicians 
of  New  Jersey  had  formed  the  first  medical 
society  on  the  continent. 

We  have  also  received  the  fourteenth  annu- 
al report  of  the  medical  superintendent  of  the 

Provincial  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  Halifax, 
^Nova  Scotia. 

Report  for  tie  meeting  for  the  organization 
of  a  Territoria  Medical  Society,  held  in  Den- 

ver, Colorado,  Tuesday,  Sept.  19,  1871,  in- 
cluding the  con  stitution  and  by-laws  adopted 

by  the  meeting. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  for  the  year  1870.  Albany, 
1870,  pp.  429. 
Quite  a  number  of  interesting  papers  are  in 

this  volume.  1  he  annual  address  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Jamfs  P.  White,  is  on  the  progress 

of  medicine;  this  is  followed  by  a  very  in- 
structive case,  reported  by  Dr.  Lewis  A. 

Sayre,  of  luxation  of  the  tendons  of  the 
posterior  tibial  and  peroneal  muscles  of  both 
legs,  from  stretching  or  lupture  of  the  annular 
ligaments,  through  wearing  high  heeled  gait- 

ers. The  patient,  a  young  lady  of  19  sum- 
mers, was  utterly  unable  to  walk  for  four 

months.  Dr.  William  J.  Qrton,  advances  a 
theory  that  tuberculosis  arises  from  an  excess 
of  phosphorus  in  the  system,  and  throws  doubt 
therefore  on  the  value  of  the  hypophosphites 
in  that  disease.  The  value  of  the  endoscope 
in  diseases  of  the  female  bladder  and  urethra 
is  illustrated  by  Dr.  Robt.  Newman.  Apropos 
of  a  case  of  immense  nsevus,  Dr.  George 
H.  HubbaRd,  advocates  non-interference  in 
these  deformities  when  of  large  size.  He 
believes  they  m  ver  destroy  life  except  when 
the  surgeon  trus  to  cure  them.  Dr.  Samuel 
Peters  calls  tie  attention  of  the  profession 
to  the  beneficer  t  action  of  chlorate  of  potash 
in  all  dropsical  effusions.  He  gives  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  saturated  solution  every  four 
hours  with  excellent  results.  Among  the  sur- 

gical articles  we  may  specify  two  by^Dr.  E.  M 

Moore,  on  fractured  clavicle  and  luxation  of 
the  ulna;  on  lethotomy  and  lethotrity,  by  Dr. 
trURDON  Buck  ;  and  on  malignant  tumors  of 
the  abdomen,  by  Dr.  Frederick  Hyde  ;  Dr. 
C.  C.  P.  Clark,  enters  minutely  into  the 
management  of  the  obstetrical  forceps;  Dr. 
Thomas  M.  Flandran  describes  twelve 

cases  of  trichinosis  from  pork-eating,  six  of 
which  were  fatal.  Several  interesting  biogra- 

phical sketches  are  included  in  the  volume. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  Massachusetts,  January  1872. 

pp.  329. This  admirable  volume  deserves  not  merely 
a  notice  but  rather  an  abridgment  for  bodily 
insertion  in  our  pages.  -We  know  of  no  pub- 

lications in  the  whole  domain  of  sanitary  sci- 
ence in  America  more  careful  in  collecting 

facts,  judicious  in  discussing  them,  and  gener- 
ally creditable  to  the  profession  of  the  United 

States  than  the  Reports  of  this  Board.  They 
avoid  the  prejudices  that  warp  many  minds, 
the  barren  theoretical  discussions  which  fill 

many  volumes,  and  not  least  the  intolerable 

fine  writing  in  the  style  of  "annual  addresses" 
which  doctors  too  often  induce  States  and 
societies  put  in  print.  The  subjects  chosen 
are  of  immediate,  real,  and  personal  interest, 
and  they  are  handled  in  a  way  to  satisfy  all 
truth-loving  inquirers— though  they  will  not 
please  all  readers  by  any  means,  and  it  would 
be  a  pity  if  they  did. 

A  list  of  the  subjects  treated  of  is  all  we  can 
give  now,  but  we  shall  in  our  editorial  columns 
revert  to  several  of  them  hereafter.  They 
are :  Arsenic  in  certain  green  colors ;  mill- 
dams  and  other  water  obstructions ;  the  use 
and  abuse  of  intoxicating  drinks  (sure  to  bring 
down  the  thunders  of  the  Evangelist) ;  the 
aduiterations  and  impurities  of  food;  proper 
provision  for  the  insane ;  the  use  and  abuse  of 
opium  ;  sewing  machines  and  health  ;  slaugh- 

tering, bone-boiling  and  fat-melting ;  vegeta- 
ble parasites  and  the  diseases  caused  by  their 

growth  upon  man ;  small-pox  in  Massachu- 
setts ;  and  health  of  towns.  We  must  not  fail 

to  add  that  the  excellence  of  this  report  is 
largely  owing  to  the  chairman  of  the  board, 
Dr.  H.  J.  Bowditch,  and  its  secretary,  Dr. 
George  Derby,  who  deserve  the  utmost 
credit  for  their  labors. 
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8.  W.  SUTLER,  M.  D. ,  D.  G.  BRINTON,  M.  D.,  Editors. 

8^" Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 

Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 
quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 

vation, will  be  liberally  paid  for. 
85?"  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 

brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  of  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fum  ot  infor- 
mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 

The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  correspondents. 

THE  PHYSICAL  VIEW  OP  EVIL, 

The  enthusiastic  adv  ocate  of  human  pro- 
gress can  certainly  see  no  more  positive  evi- 

dence of  it  than  the  late  discovery  that  what 
our  benighted  ancestors  called  crime  is  in  fact 

nothing  more  than  a  symptom  of  disease  I 
And  that  a  truly  enlightened  philanthropy 
no  longer  recognizes  the  existence  of  moral 
evil,  other  than  as  a  pathological  product  de- 

manding our  active  sympathy,  not  our  stern 
severity. 

This  beneficent  discovery  is  supported  by 
the  reversing  of  our  judgments  on  historical 
characters.  We  have  been  taught  that  Pedro 
the  Cruel,  of  Arragon,  was  not  a  vindictive 

and  remorseless  tyrant,  but  a  wise,  patriotic, 

though,  'tis  true,  a  somewhat  rigorous  ruler  ; 
Froude  shows  us  that  Henry  VIII.  was  not 
an  unscrupulous  lecher,  but  a  tender  hus- 

band, austere  in  morals,  and  sacrificing  his 
family  feelings  on  the  altar  of  his  country ;  and 
De  Quince y  quite  excites  our  compassion  for 
that  unfortunate  gentleman,  the  Emperor 
Kero,  who  murdered  his  mother  in  the  most 

ingenious  manner,  and  burned  Rome,  while 
laboring  under  an  access  of  hereditary  disease. 

A  class  who  particularly  merit  our  sym- 
pathy are  the  drunkards.   Time  was  when 

the  besotted  tippler  was  supposed  to  merit 

severe  reprobation,  and  inde  d  chastisement. 
But  that  was  a  sort  of  Pelagia  n  heresy,  recog- 

nizing salvation  through  fre  5 -will,  which  we 
are  happily  delivered  from.  A  sound  view  of 
his  case  sees  in  the  roystere  an  example  of 

disease,  dipsomania  possibly  or  a  subject  of 

some  physical  malady  impel  atively  demand- 
ing stimulants,  and  rendering  it  impossible  to 

exert  self-control. 
Should  a  drunken  brute  ha  ppen  to  brain  his 

wife  while  in  his  cups,  this  is  but  a  most  sad 

symptom  of  his  malady.  And.  generally  speak- 

ing, it  is  really  becoming  qui  e  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish between  good  and  evil;  or  rather, 

quite  doubtful  if  any  such  thing  as  wicked- 
ness, in  the  ethical  sense  of  the  term,  is  any 

longer  possible. 
In  the  Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  So- 

ciety of  California,  Dr.  Ezr  k  S.  Carr  has  an 

article  on  "  The  Genesis  of  ( 'rime,"  which  ad- 
vocates this  agreeable  view  quite  forcibly.  He 

observes : 
"  When  crimes  are  studied  exactly  as  phys- 

ical diseases  are,  with  reference  to  their  gen- 
eration, modifying  causes,  prevention  and 

cure,  we  may  expect  to  see  the  last  remnant 
of  barbarism  expelled  from  our  statute  books. 
Cases  of  unjustifiable  homicide  and  suicide 
will  be  assumed  to  be  cases  of  moral  irrespon- 

sibility, involving  the  forfe:  ture  of  personal 
rights  and  perpetual  restr*  int  and  guardian- 

ship. There  will  be  no  occasion  for  execu- 
tive clemency,  or  for  the  innumerable  evas- 
ions and  perversions  of  ju^  tice,  now  so  com- 

mon. The  stream  of  morr  1  contagion  which 
now  flows  during  a  criminal  trial  will  be  dried 
up  at  its  source,  when  the  \  isdom  of  preven- 

tion leaves  scanty  occasion  for  the  wisdom  of 
penalty,  and  the  hapless  brings  who  stand  up 
for  judgment  are  seen  as  candidates  for  asy- 

lums rather  than  prisons." 
Intoxication  is  not  mere  ly  a  proof  of  dis- 

ease, but,  inasmuch  as  it  directly  produces 
disturbance  of  the  intellect  it  is  a  valid  reason 

why  those  who  violate  the  laws  when  drunk, 

shall  not  be  awarded  the  penalty  "  in  such 

cases  made  and  provided.' 5 
Dr.  De  Marmon,  the  latest  writer  on  this 
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intresting  medicolegal  question,  concludes  a 
review  of  the  various  opinions  on  this  point, 
thus : 

"  The  drunkard  is  in  s  'me  cases  responsi- 
ble and  in  others  he  is  net ;  and,  in  fact,  how 

can  we  condemn  a  man  committing  a  crime 
against  his  will?  In  a  criminal  case,  the 
question  must  be  carefull  y  examined ;  for,  if 
the  guilty  party  has  had  attacks  of  delirium 
tremens,  if  it  is  ascertained  that  he  is  a  dipso- 

maniac, he  ought  to  be  confined  in  an  asylum 
as  any  other  insane,  and,  no  matter  how  well 
he  may  appear  to  be  while  confined,  it  is  not 
till  after  a  long  time,  probably  ten  years,  be- 

fore he  can  renounce  spirts,  or  that  he  may 
be  set  at  liberty  without  danger  for  himself 

and  society." 
Again,  he  says : 

"  The  man  who  gets  drunk  must  only  be 
responsible  for  the  imprudence  he  committed 
in  getting  drunk.  To  impute  to  him  the  ac- 

tions he  committed  when  he  had  lost  his 
power  of  reasoning  is  punishing  as  a  crime  a 
purely  material  action,  abstraction  being  made 

of  the  guilty  will  of  the  a^ent." 
But  how  can  he  be  he  LI  responsible  for  his 

drunkenness  if  this  is  a  si  jn  of  disease  ?  And 
where  are  we  to  draw  the  line  where  self- 

control  ceases  and  irresponsibility  begins? 
In  fine,  is  this  endeavor  \  0  limit  the  space  of 
moral  free  agency,  or  to  abolish  it  altogether, 

as  some  would  do,  prudert  or  justified  by  ob- 
servation ? 

We  question  it  greatly.  And  we  believe 
the  tendency  to  view  all  1  uman  actions  as  the 

result  of  certain  physicr  1  conditions — a  ten- 
dency always  marked  in  n  aterial  science,  and 

very  prominent  at  preseni— one  replete  with 
danger  to  individual  upr  ghtness,  and  if  car- 

ried out  to  its  logical  cor  sequences,  destruc- 
tive of  those  ancient  and  unalterable  land- 

marks which  separate  vice  from  virtue,  the 
Good  from  the  Bad. 

 , — ~  

Notes  and  Comments. 

Correctir  as. 

On  page  249,  first  colu  .in,  line  ten,  for  per 
anumread  per  os.    On  p  ige  257,  for  Keiper 
read  Keyset. 

Pathology  of  Consumption. 
Dr.  Battson,  of  Claremont,  111.,  in  a  letter 

to  us  discussing  Dr.  Logan's  recent  work  on 
consumption,  says : 

"  I  cannot  agree  with  Niemeyer  that  the 
vegetarians  in  diet  are  more  subject  to  con- 

sumption than  the  Well-to-do,  or  better  fed 
class.  Something  else  than  an  excess  of  lime 
in  the  blood  is  necessary  for  the  production  of 
tubercle. 

Louis'  fatty  liver  of  consumptives  will  help 
us  to  the  explanation.  I  regard  "  phthisis  "  as 
much  more  frequently  affecting  the  intellec- 

tual— the  large  brained,  the  nerve  tempera- 
msnt.  I  am  guessing,  as  you  may  think,  but 
it  seems  to  me,  as  cholesterine  is  the  normal 
waste  of  brain  and  nerve  tissue  (Reporter), 
so  is  tubercle  the  morbid  waste,  or  detritus  of 
brain  and  nerve  tissue.  Tubercle  is  essen- 

tially granular,  composed  of  aplastic  or  retro- 
grade cells  with  nuclei  enclosed.  An  excess 

of  phosphorized  fat,  as  well  as  an  excess  of 
lime  in  the  blood,  is  absolutely  essential  to  the 
production  of  tubercle.  Last  year  I  saw  an 
old  gentleman  die  of  brain  tubercle  (sixty 
years  old),  who  in  early  life  had  pulmonary 
tubercle.  He  was  dying  nearly  a  whole  sum- 

mer. The  very  best  medical  .scholars  of 
Richland  county  agreed  with  me  in  that. 
Crude  tubercle,  you  know,  has  even  been 
found  in  the  blood,  coexistent  with  that  de 
posit  in  the  lungs. 

"  I  have  the  very  best  authority  for  saying 
that  the  rural  population  of  France  are  vege- 

tarian in  diet,  and  yet  that  population  are 
freer  from  consumption  than  any  other,  ex- 

cept, perhaps,  Italy  and  Spain  (vegetarian) 
in  Europe,  certainly  than  that  of  Great  Bri- 

tain, or  any  part  of  central  Europe.  Our 
New  England  population  are  largely  more 
subject  to  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  than  the 
population  of  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States,  and,  although  largely  vegetarian,  still 
consume  more  fatty  diet  than  can  be  appro^ 
priated  to  its  physiological  uses.  Besides,  so 
I  am  told,  the  water  used  in  New  England 
for  drinking  purposes  and  cooking  is  soft  and 

not  limestone,  as  it  ought  to  be." 

Progressive  Pernicious  Anemia. 
In  the  MediQinisJie  Central  Zeitung,  Feb.  28, 

Prof.  Biemer,  of  Zurich,  calls  attention  to 
this,  invariably  fatal  disease.  He  has  seen 
fifteen  cases  in  five  years.  The  patients  have 

a  hydrtemo-anemic  appearance,  loss  of  appe- 
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tite,  but  not  of  fat,  anemic  sounds  in  the  ar- 
teries, capillary  hemorrhages,  especially  of 

the  retina,  often  with  disturbances  of  the  sight, 
some  fever,  and  progressive  debility,  The 
post-mortems  showed  fatty  degeneration  of 
the  heart  and  muscles. 

The  Plague  in  Persia. 

"We  learn  from  our  German  exchanges  that 
excellent  reports  on  the  epidemic  that  has  been 
raging  in  Persia  for  two  years  past  were  read 
before  the  Imperial  Caucasian  Medical  Soci- 

ety of  Kiew,  by  Drs.  Cast aldi  and  Schlim- 
mee.  They  declare  it  to  be  the  true  Oriental 

plague,  marked  by  high  fever,  cerebral  symp- 
toms, buboes  on  the  neck,  in  the  arm-pits 

and  groin,  petechial  spots,  carbuncles,  etc. 
The  mortality  averages  50  per  cent.,  death  ar- 

riving in  from  three  to  eight  days.  It  is  un- 
questionably contagious.  Whole  villages  have 

literally  been  depopulated.  In  cold  weather 
it  disappears. 

Why  Fish  are  Sometimes  T  oisonous. 
This  question  was  recently  discussed  before 

the  Medical  Society  of  Konigsberg,  Prussia, 
by  Dr.  Schiefferdecker.  It  is  well  known 
that  prawn,  rock  fish,  oysters,  etc  ,  are  at  cer- 

tain seasons,  unwholesome  articles  of  food,  and 
even  poisonous.  This  does  not  arise  from  de- 

composition, nor  from  any  observable  change, 
as  Dr.  S.  proves.  He  concludes  that  it  de- 

pends upon  a  change  in  the  blood,  connected 
with  the  process  of  spawning. 

The  Blood  in  Syphilis. 

Dr.  Lostorfer's  now  well-known  alleged 
discovery  of  peculiar  globules  in  the  blood  of 
syphilitic  patients,  was  referred  to  a  commit- 

tee of  the  Vienna  Academy  of  Medicine. 
While  they  were  preparing  to  report,  Prof. 
Wedl,  declared  that  "  these  so-called  syphi- 

litic corpuscles  are  nothing  more  than  minute 
masses  of  fat  and  protoplasm,  and  are  found 
quite  as  often  in  perfectly  healthy  as  in 
syphilitic  blood."  The  committee  conse- 

quently reported  that  this  closed  the  question, 
and  any  further  discussion  was  needless. 

Poor  Dr.  Lostorfer  must  have  been  sadly 
disgusted  at  this  exhibition  of  the  addictus 
jurare  in  verba  magisiri.  But  an  article  by 
Prof.  Biesladecki,  in  the  Wiener  Medicin 
.ische  Wochenschrift,1$o.  8,1372,  will  aid  his 
cause  a  little.   The  Professor,  who  is  of  Kra 

kow,  assisted  by  his  colleague  Prof.  Stop- 
czanskt,  found  the  corpuscles  in  the  blood  of 
persons  with  syphilis,  rheumatism,  heart 
disease,  icterus,  pne  ̂ onia,  phthisis,  variola, 
puerperal  processes,  septicaemia  and  heart 
disease.  They  are,  l  e  says,  not  fat,  nor  pro- 

toplasm, but  paraglobulin  granules  ;  and  they 
do  appear  more  numerous  in  syphilitic  than 
in  other  blood.  They  appear  on  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  after  the  outbreak  of  an  attack  of 
syphilis,  and  on  the  seventh  or  eighth  day  in 
the  other  diseases  mentioned. 

In  view  of  this  we  have  not  yet  given  up 
faith  in  Dr.  Lostorfer  and  his  corpuscles. 

Female  Students  at  Edinburgh. 
The  British  Medical  Journal  for  March 

says : 
"  The  Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin  is  a  very 

interesting  journal.  The  view, however,  which 
it  takes  of  the  progress  of  the  ladies  at  Edin- 

burgh is  altogether  beyona  the  facts.  At  this 
moment  their  cause  is  in  a  somewhat  more 
discouraging  state  than  at  any  time  for  the 
last  two  years.  They  are  stopped  by  an  ab- 

solute non  possumus  as  regards  their  own  de- 
mands ;  and  they  have  unwittingly  sown  the 

path  along  which  have  they  proceeded  with 
prickles  and  barriers  which  will  make  it  ex- 

ceedingly difficult  for  any  others  to  follow 

them." 

| 

Health  Officers'  Anuual  Report  fo  ̂ Philadelphia 
for  1871- 

This  report  poorly  compares  with  what  it 
should  be  and  what  we  have  a  right  to  ex- 

pect from  this  cit} ,  though  the  fault  probably 
lies,  not  with  the  officer,  but  in  the  laws  un- 

der which  he  works. 
The  births  were  18,346  ;  marriages  6,806 ; 

deaths  16,993.  The  principal  epidemic  was 
small-  ]tox. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  this  loathsome 
disease  made  its  appearance,  but  did  not 
attract  any  particular  attention  until  August, 
when  it  began  to  assume  the  form  of  an  epi- 

demic, and  cor  tinued  gradually  until  the 
month  of  Octobe  r,  when  we  registered  three 
hundred  and  thii  ty-one  (331)  deaths;  it  still 
continued  with  greater  violence  until  the  end 
of  the  year,  when  our  entire  mortality  reached 
one  thousand  eis  ht  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
(1,879) ;  previous  to  October,  we  only  had 
registered  forty- seven  (47)  deaths,  thus  leav- 
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ing  one  thousand  eight  and  thirty-two  (1,832) 
in  the  months  of  October,  November,  and 
December. 

Scarlet  fever  shows  26*2  deaths  ;  cholera  in- 
fantum, 829  ;  consumption,  2,237 ;  and  croup 

264.  Of  the  total,  27  per  cent,  were  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  and  46  per  cent,  chil- 

dren under  ten.  The  ra'es  of  deaths  to  pop- 
ulation was  one  in  forty  four,  the  highest  in 

any  one  ward,  one  in  twenty-nine. 

Fertility  of  A  rtericans. 

This  question  is  discussed  in  the  April  num- 
ber of  the  Atlantic  Monthly  by  Eev.  Edward 

,  Jar  vis:  Do  the  foreigners  who  come  to 
these  shores  produce  children  in  extraordinary 
numbers  in  the  first  generation,  and  after  that 
become  sterile  ?  What  are  we  to  say  to  M. 

Carlier,  "a  French  traveler,"  and  Mr.  Louis 
SceaIaE,  who  both  d^  -3  that  among  peo- 

ple of  any  stock  that  has  been  in  this  country 
so  long  as  eighty-two  yea  .s,  the  power  ot  natu- 

ral increase  has  been  reduced  to  next  to  noth- 
ing—one and  four-tenths  per  cent,  or  there- 

abouts ? 
We  know  the  reply  that  some  statisticians 

are  ready  with,  and  the  explanation  they  of- 
fer of  the  infertility  of  American  women. 

But  facts  do  not  bear  thjm  out.  "There  is 
not  only  no  ground,"  sajs  Mr.  Jarvis,  "for 
the  theory  of  the  limited  growth  of  the  Ameri- 

can and  the  unlimited  growth  of  the  foreign 
element  in  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  th  t  natural  increase  is 
at  a  lower  rate  in  the  i  oreign  than  in  the 

American  families";  a. id  this,  be  it  rem- 
bered,  excludes  the  negrv>es. 

Epidemic  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis. 
Dr.  H.  A.  Phillips,  of  Knoxville,  Pa., 

writes  us :  Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  has  pre- 
vailed in  this  locality  to  an  alarming  extent. 

I  have  seen  full  two  hundred  cases  of  well- 
marked  meningitis;  s^me  died  in  a  few  hours 
from  the  attack,  but  the  number  of  deaths  has 
been  small  for  the  number  of  cases.  It  is  a 
disease  of  its  own  type,  a  fever  as  distinct  as 
typhoid  or  any  of  the  continued  fevers.  The 
course  of  the  fever  is  five  or  six  days ;  then 
comes  convalescence  of  the  most  tedious  cha- 

racter, very  liable  to  relapses.  It  is  sometimes 
complicated  with  pneumonia,  making  very 
grave  cases  to  treat.  At  the  present  time  the 
disease  seems  to  be  subsiding,  or  to  prevail  in 
a  milder  type,  and  few  deaths.  j 

The  Besults  of  Science. 

Dr.  O.  H.  Adams,  in  a  valedictory  address 
at  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  thus  humor- 

ously sums  up  the  invaluable  achievements  of 
modern  scientific  anthropology : 

"  Human  reason  has  been  continuously  em- 
ployed through  thousands  of  years  upon  one 

topic,  man ;  commencing  in  the  belief  of  the 
divinity  and  immortality  of  man,  the  results 
summed  up,  run  thus  : 

"  I  am  a  modified  baboon. 

"My  mental  manifestations  are  the  results  of 
magnetism. 

"  My  parents  millions  of  years  ago  were  a 
species  of  porifera.  They  came  into  existence 
by  mere  chance. 

"  In  death  I  shall  be  annihilated." 

How  Some  Medical  Schools  are  Chartered. 

The  original  charter  of  the  "  Philadelphia 
University  of  Medicine"  was  hidden  in  a  maze 
of  measures  entirely  foreign  to  that  subject, 
such  as  are  too  frequently  heaped  up  in  the 
Legislature  * o  cover  questionable  objects.  The 
original  charter  was  contained  in  a  section  of 
an  act  passed  in  1853,  which  authorized  the 
authorities  of  the  then  borough  of  Frankford 
to  borrow  money  to  erect  a  gas  works  ;  which 
also  referred  to  a  school-house  at  Powelton, 
to  elections  to  a  township  in  Juniata  county, 
and  various  other  matters. 

Chronology  of  American  Medical  Journalism. 
Prof.  Noble  Young,  M.  D.,  of  the  George- 

town Medical  College,  D.  C,  said  in  his  ad- 
dress on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  corner- 
stone of  the  building  for  the  College  of  Phy- 

sicians and  Surgeons,  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 
"  The  honor  of  establishing  the  first  medi- 
cal journal  in  the  United  States  is  due  to  New 

York,  by  the  labors  of  Doctors  Samuel  M. 

Mitchell,  Edward  Miller  nd  Elihu  H. 
Smith,  in  1797.  The  Philadelphia  Medical  and 
Physical  Journal  was  next  published  in  1804, 
followed  by  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Museum 
in  1805  ;  Baltimore  Medical  and  Phydcal  Record- 

er,!^; New  York  Medical  and  Philosophi- 
cal Journal  and  Review,  in  1809  ;  The  American 

Medical  and  Philosophical  Register,  in  New 
York,  in  1810  ;  The  American  Minerological 
Journal,  at  New  Yo?k,  in  1810;  Eclectic  Re- 

pository, in  Philadelphia,  in  1811 ;  Baltimore 
Medical  and  Philosophical  Lyceum,  in  1811 ; 
New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
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Boston,  in  1812  ;  Americm  Medical  Recorder, 
Philadelphia,  in  1818  ;  Philadelphia  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Physical  Sciences,  in  1820  ;  Ameri- 

can Journal  of  Science  and  Arts,  New  Haven, 
in  1821 ;  New  York  Medical  and  Physical  Jour- 

nal, 1822 ;  Western  Medical  Reporter,  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  1822 ;  Hartford  Analectic  Journal 

of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  1823  ;  Boston  Medical 
Intelligencer,  1823 ;  Medical  Review  and  Analec- 

tic Journal.  Philadelphia,  1824;  New  York 
Monthly  Chronicle  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 
1824 ;  Carolina  Journal  of  Medicine,  Scunce 

and  Agriculture,  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  1825." 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

The  Ice  Treatment  of  Scarletina. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Keporter  : 

I  consider  it  but  doing  justice  to  Dr.  Hiram 
Carson  to  report  cases  of  scarlet  fever  treat- 

ed with  ice.  Since  the  late  discussion  pro  and 
con  in  your  pages,  there  has  been  a  complete 
silence.  Can  it  be  that  many  of  your  readers 
have  no  scarlet  fever  to  treat,  or  are  they  too 
obstinate  to  test  the  ice  treatment  ?  I  am 
confident  that  I  have  saved  two  lives  with  it. 
I  will  not  detail  symptoms  ;  all  your  readers 
are  familiar  with  the  symptoms  of  an  angi- 
nose  and  generally  fatal  form  of  scarlet  fever. 
In  my  two  dangerous  cases,  tbe  pulse  was  too 
rapid  to  count,  with  extremely  inflamed  con- 

dition of  the  tonsils,  pharynx,  etc.,  delirium, 
sleeplessness,  all  of  which  were  relieved  from 
the  very  first  of  the  ice  applications,  and 
steadily  progressed  to  cure. 

There  is  one  point  upon  which  Dr.  Carson 
does  not  insist  strongly  enough.  He  says 
truly  fhat  the  ichorous  mucus  secreted  by 
the  inflamed  throat  is  almost  always  swallowed, 
and  is  subject  to  reabsorption  from  the  stom- 

ach and  bowels,  producing  secondary  blood- 
poisoning. 

But  he  does  not  tell  us  how  to  prevent  ab- 
sorption. Now,  in  all  of  my  case*,  I  have 

found,  after  the  throat  begins  to  secrete  pro- 
fusely, and  as  a  consequence,  a  great  portion 

of  the  prisonous  material  enters  the  stomach. 
The  patient  will  complain  of  griping  pain  in 
the  stomach,  and  after  awhile  mucus  diar- 
rhceal  discharges  from  the  bowels  of  an  ashy 
white  slime. 

I  endeavor  to  aid  nature  by  a  free  purge 
of  castor  oil  or  epsom  salts  ;  and  repeat  when 
above  symptoms  demand  with  the  result  of 
relieving  the  distress,  and  getting  rid  of  pois- 

onous material.  I  would  ask  others  to  make 
known  their  experience  through  the  columns 
of  your  valuable  Reporter.   And  if  their 

success  with  ice  equals  mine,  we  may  say  that 
dreaded  scourge  of  children  is  indeed  robbed 
of  most  of  its  terrors. 

I  am  very  respectfully  yours, 
A.  J.  Jesstjp,  M.  D., 

Westtown,  Orange  co.,  N.  Y, March  26, 1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Attending  the  Poor  by  Contract. 
The  committee  of  the  township  which  in- 

cludes the  town  of  Hi  ghtstown,  Mercer  county, 
New  J ersey,  solicited  proposals  from  the  dif- 

ferent physicians  of  the  town  for  attending 
the  poor  of  the  township.  There  are  five 
practicing  physicians,  three  regular  and  two 
homeopaths.  The  following  are  the  replies 
of  the  three  regulars.  The  contract  was  given 
to  one  of  the  homeopaths.  We  honor  the 
profession  of  Hightstown  for  their  action  in 
this  matter,  and  tru^t  that  it  will  be  conta- 

gious : 
To  the  Members  of  th  :  Township  Committee  of 
East  Windsor : 
Gentlemen  :  Having  received  notice  that 

proposals  would  this  evening  be  received  and 
entertained  from  each  of  the  doctors  of  this 
village  for  service  to  paupers  for  the  coming 
year,  please  allow  m  ,  to  state  that  for  one  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  send  any  proposal  tor 
any  business  of  this  character.  And  I  would 
have  your  honorable  body  understand  that  I 
hold  humanity  too  dear  to  entertain  for  a  mo- 

ment the  idea  of  bai  tering  or  trafficing  in  its 
sufferings  and  needs  ;  and  as  I  believe  that  a 
series  of  underbidding  would  be  both  unpro- 

fessional and  ungentlemanly  to  my  brother 
physicians,  I  must  decline  to  consider  your  in- 

vitation to  send  proposals.  I  would,  however, 
ask  you  to  bear  in  m  nd  that  I  shall  ever  hold 
myself  in  readiness  to  attend  the  afflicted,  be 
they  poor  or  rich,  foi  a  proper  compensation. 

Cognizant  as  I  am  of  the  evils  which  result- 
ed in  a  neighboring  township  from  an  action 

similar  to  the  one  jou  propose,  I  am  con- 
strained to  say  that  I  think  it  neither  christian- 

like or  politic. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  yours  with  respect, 

J.  A.  Exton. 
Stockton  st.,  Hightstown,  N.  J.,  March  14,  1872. 

Hightstown,  March  14,  1872. 
To  the  Township  Comi  littee  of  Hast  Windsor  : 
Gentlemen  —I  received  notice  to-day  from 

your  honorable  body  that  proposals  were  ex- 
pected to  oe  receive  I  this  evening  from  vari- 

ous physicians,  stating  the  amount  for  which 
they  would  engage  to  attend  the  poor  of  this 
township  for  the  ens  ling  year,  and  an  invita- 

tion to  participate  in  such  competition. 
In  reply,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  cannot 

take  part  in  such  an  arrangement.  Besides 
being  a  palpable  v  olation  of  the  code  of 
medical  ethics,  it  would  be  an  unseemly  con- 

test between  brother  physicians  in  underbid- 
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ding  each  other  in  the  matter  of  charges  for 
the  sake  of  obtaining  the  patronage  in  ques- 

tion—and that  is  a  position  I  could  not  con- 
sent to  occupy. 

Should  I  be  at  any  time  called  upon  to  give 
my  professional  services  to  any  .of  the  poor 
of  the  township,  I  should,  as  in  all  other  cases, 
endeavor  to  peiform  my  duty  faithfully  by 
them,  and  at  sui  h  rates  as  are  proper  and 
usual. 
And  I  would  moreover  (if  it  would  not  be 

deemed  impertinent)  venture  to  suggest  that 
poverty  is  no  sui  ticient  reason  why  a  person 
should  be  deprh  ed  of  the  privilege  so  much 
valued  by  others ,  of  choosing  his  own  physi- 

cian.        Very  respectfully, 
Lloyd  Wilbur. 

Hightstown,  March  14, 1872. 
To  the  Township  Committee  of  East  Windsor : 
Gentlemen-  You  desire  me,  in  common 

with  the  other  physicians  of  this  town,  to 
name  the  sum  oi  money  for  which  I  would 
agree  to  supply  the  medical  wants  of  the 
"  township  poor  *'  for  the  ensuing  year.  This I  cannot  do. 

While  perfectly  willing  to  render  any  ser- 
vice in  my  powei  to  the  afflicted  poor,  entrust- 

ed to  your  care,  t  t  the  rates  of  compensation 
which  common  sage  has  established  to  be 
just  and  proper,  I  am  not  disposed  to  do  this 
by  "  contract." 
•  My  reasons  a1  e  the  following:  First.  It 
involves  a  violation  of  Medical  ethics — under- 

bidding in  medici  ae,  as  in  the  other  learned 
professions,  beii  g  considered  disreputable 
and  derogatory  tr  the  professional  character. 

Secondly.  It  wt  uld  be  manifestly  unjust.  On 
this  plan  the  pool  must  submit  to  the  cheapest 
medical  attendance,  and  are  denied  the  right 
to  select  their  own  physician.  Though  poor, 
they  are  nevertheless  human  beings,  and  to 
compel  them  to  receive  the  attention  of  a  phy- 

sician in  whom  they  have  no  confidence  is 
hardly  in  keeping  with  the  enlightened  views 
of  this  19th  century  ;  and 

Thirdly.  I  wou  d  be  encouraging  a  principle 
now  generally  acknowledged  to  be  wrong.  It 
is  asking  the  physicians  of  Hightstown  to  take 
risks  in  a  kind  of  lottery,  and  that  I  would  pre- 

fer not  to  do.  It  doubtless  is  the  duty  of  every 
citizen  to  foster  that  which  tends  to  elevate 
the  physical  and  moral  condition  of  mankind, 
and  whether  the  inauguration  of  this  sort  of 
speculation  is  exactly  in  the  line  of  this  duty 
is  not  at  present  an  open  question  with  me. 

The  high  regar  l  I  entertain  for  you  person- 
ally, and  the  respect  due  you  officially,  impel 

me  in  declining  your  request  to  give  you  the 
reasons  in  full,  and  in  doing  so  I  trust  I  have 
not  been  lacking  m  that  degree  of  deference 
which  is  always  due  to  superior  age  or  expe- 

rience.     I  am  very  isncerely  yours, 
Chas  F.  Deshler. 

The  Oldest  Man  in  the  World. 
Jacob  Fournhis,  who  was  probably  the 

oldest  man  in  the  world,  died  recently  at 
Kansas  City.  He  was  about  138  years  old, 
and  remembered  distinctly,  the  taking  of 
Quebec  by  Wolfe,  in  1759.  In  1814,  at  the 
time  of  the  occupation  of  New  Orleans  by 
General  Jackson,  Fournhis,  was  not  allowed 
to  enlist  because  he  was  too  old.  He  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  hunter  for  fifty  years,  and 
retired  about  thirty  years  ago  from  active 
work.  We  wish  some  physician  there  would 
study  the  facts  of  his  history. 

Increase  of  Drunkenness. 

In  France  and  Spain,  observers  unanim- 
ously confirm  the  statement  that  drunkenness 

is  alarmingly  on  the  increase,  especially 
among  the  lower  classes.  They  are  giving 
up  the  native  wines,  light  beers  and  cider, 
and  addicting  themselves  to  distilled  spirits, 
absinthe,  and  schnapps.  How  this  can  be 
checked  is  occupying  legislatures,  philanthro- 

pists and  physicians,  but  so  far  nothing  prac- tical has  been  done. 

The  Othopedic  Hospital  of  Philadelphia. 
This  excellent  institution  has  been  removed 

to  the  corner  of  Seventeenth  and  Sumner 
streets. 

The  managers  say  in  their  annual  report  for 
this  year :  k<  Four  years  have  passed  since 
the  hospital  was  established,  and  the  number 
of  patients  have  steadily  increased  from  116 
in  1868  to  328  in  1871.  The  hospital  is  no 
longer  a  charity  of  uncertain  value.  In  the 
department  of  bodily  deformities,  154  cases 
were  examined,  39  of  which  were  of  club-foot, 
19  of  hip  disease,  32  of  spinal  affections,  4  of 
white  swelling,  9  of  contractions  of  the  joints, 
and  2  of  varicose  veins.  Of  this  number  65 
were  cured,  21  were  not  healed,  2  were  pro- 

nounced incurable,  and  73  were  improved. 

Persecution  of  Male  Students ! 

The  Medioinische  Central  Zeitung,  January 
14,  says  that  30  young  women,  chiefly  Rus- 

sians and  Poles,  have  inscribed  in  the  Zurich 
University.  They  rudely  seiza  the  best  seats, 
and  crowd  the  poor  youog  men  at  the  clinics; 
they  even  smoke  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
professors  complain  that  it  makes  them  cough. 
The  poor  persecuted  male  students  have 
therefore  petitioned  the  Senate  to  stop  such 
improprieties.  These  afflicted  youths  have 
our  warmest  sympathy. 

The  American  Medical  Association. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Session  will  be 
held  in  Horticultural  Hall,  Broad  street  above 
Spruce,  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday,  May  7, 
1872,  at  11  A.  M. 

Special  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
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the  railroads  for  transportation  of  members  at 
reduced  rates,  and  with  the  principal  hotels 
and  boarding  houses  for  the  expense  of  mem- 

bers while  here.  Prices,  etc.,  are  given  in  a 
circular  now  ready  and  furnished  by  the  sec- 

retary, Wm.  B.  Atkkinson,  M.  D.,  1400 
Spruce  street,  Philadelphia. 

All  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
above  rates,  must  send  to  the  secretary  their 
full  names,  and  the  names  of  all  the  railroads 
over  which  they  must  travel  in  comiog  to  the 
session,  with  stamp  for  postage. 

European  News  Items. 

 Professor  Traube  has  been  appointed 
professor  in  the  University  of  Berlin,  being 
the  first  Israelitish  professor  that  institution 
has  had. 

 The  University  of  Strassburg  is  to  com- 
mence operations  under  German  auspices  May 

1st.  The  medical  facultvare  Dr.  Waldeyer, 
Anatomy ;  L>r.  Hoppe  Seyler,  Pnysioiogy  ; 
Yon  Recklinghausen,  Pathological  Anato- 

my; Dr.  Schniedeberg,  Materia  Medica ; 
Dr.  Leyden,  Internal  Pathology;  Dr.  Ltjcke, 
Dr.  Gussrow,  Gynecology  and  Obstetrics. 
This  is  a  fine  array  of  talent. 

 The   German   Sanitary  Commission 
Pflege-Vereine)  is  about  to  publish  a  report  of 
its  action  during  the  Franco-German  war. 

QUERIES  ASTD  REPLIES. 

Veterinary  Surgery. 
Dr.  J.  D.  J.,  rf  Term. — We  recommend  Morton's  Veterin- 

ary Pharmacy,  $5.00;  Gamgee,  Veterinarian,  vade  mecum, 
$5.00 ;  Youatt,  On  the  Hone,  $3.50. 

Coxalgia;  String  Halt. 
Messrs.  Editors  :  1st.  Which  is  the  better  plan  of 

treatment  for  a  rather  subacute,  slow-forming  form  of 
femoral  coxalgia,  child,  set.  7  years,  viz.:  by  extension 
an  1  counter-extension  and  confinement  in  bed,  with  an 
issue  over  the  hip — an  allusion  to  which  I  saw  in  the  Re- 

porter some  time  since,  or  by  a  starch  and  spiea  bandage 
to  obtain  immobility  of  the  joint,  and  ailow  patient  to 
move  around  on  crutches?  How  long  should  the  child  be 
confined  in  first  plan,  and  what  kind  of  an  issue  is  best  ? 
How  long  should  bandage  be  worn  in  second  plan,  and 
what  kind  of  an  issue  ?  2d.  What  is  the  pathology  ©f ,  and 
is  there  any  treatment  for,  what  is  called  "string-halt" in  horses  ?  W.  S. 

Dr.  A.  J,  M.,  Ohio.—  Thank  you  for  the  card  of  the 
tradfr  in  diplomas.  A  liberal  supply  has  been  sent  me, 
and  it  has  been  used  to  advantage— tor  our  State  Legisla- 

ture has  withdrawn  the  charters  of  the  trading  colleges— 
and  that  chap's  "  occupation's  gone." 

Ameri  cant  Journal  of  Obstetrics. 
In  reply  to  many  inquiries  we  would  say  that  we  have 

not  yet  received  the  February  number  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Obstetrics.  We  have  understood  for  some  time 
that  it  was  about  ready,  but  of  the  cause  of  the  delay  we 
are  not  yet  advisod. 

OBITUARY 

PROFESSOR  SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON,  M.  D. 
Professor  Samuel  Henry  Dickson,  M.  D.,  of  JeffersoK 

Medical  College,  died  in  Philadelphia ,  on  March  31st.  He 
was  born  Sn  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  1798.  Professor  Dick- 
eon  for  over  fifty  years  was  a  practitioner  and  a  teacher  of 
medicine.  He  was  for  some  time  con  acted  with  the  medi- 

cal department  of  the  University  of  New  York,  and  was 
for  many  years  Professor  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice 
of  Medicine  in  the  College  of  South  Carolina.  In  185S  he 
was  appointed  Professor  of  the  Pract  ice  of  Medicine  in  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  and  occupie  1 
that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Proiessor  Dickson 
was  the  author  of  many  essays  on  medical  and  miscella- 

neous subjects,  and  contributed  to  various  periodical. 
His  death  was  caused  by  aortic  aneurism  from  which  he 
had  long  been  a  sufferer. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  stnde  its  of  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  held  April  1st,  1872  the  death  of  S.  H, 
Dickson,  M.  D,,  L.  L  D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  was 
announced,  and  the  following  resf  lutions  were  unani- 

mously adopted : 
Resolved  That  we,  the  students  ■>'  Jefferson  Medical Coutge,  nave  lost  a  most  eminent  o  earnest  instructor 

and  a  valued  friend. 
Resolved,  That  in  his  death  the  medical  profession  has 

lost  a  most  distinguished  member,  a  man  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  progress  of  medical  teienee  during  the  last 

fifty  years.  Eminently  successful  in  bis  labors  as  a  teacher, 
his  loi-s  will  be  mourned  by  the  thousands  who  have 
listened  to  his  able  instructions. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  his 
beieaved  family,  with  whom  we  deeply  sympathize;  and 

,  tbat  in  further  token  of  our  respe  t,  we  will  attend  his 
furneral  in  a  body. 

Frank  Woodbury,  Pen  sylvania,  President. 
Franklin  West,  Pennsylvania,  Secretary. 

Chas.  H.  Fisher,  California,  } 
Geo  D.  Topping,  M.  D.,  Ohio,  | 
John  E.  Haibert,  Mis  issippi,  }  Committee. 
HiiXT  M.  Perry,  M.  D,,  S.  C, 
J.  Eliason,  Maryland.  J 

MARRIED. 
Munson  -Kenton — In  Otisco,  P  arch  14th,  by  Rev,  A. 

R.  Palmer,  Willis  W.  Munson,  M.  D.,  and  Miss  Alma  M. 
Kenyon. 

DIED. 
Bronson. —  At  Aiken,  S.  C,  M  treh  28th,  1872,  Isaac 

Bronson,  of  New  York  city,  aged  37,  oldest  son  of  Dr„ 
Oliver  Bronson 
Fowler.— At  East  Fisbkill,  N.  Y.,  March  19,  of  pneu- monia, Tbeodore  Fowler,  M.  D.,  in  11  e  61st  year  of  his  age. 
Jackson — In  this  city,  on  the  morning  of  April  5,  Sam- 

uel Jackson,  M.  D.,  emer'tus  professor  of  the  institutes of  medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  aged  85 

years. 
Kkeeger — In  this  city,  on  the  5th  inst.,  Dr.  Gustavus H.  Kreeger. 
Nelson.— At  Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.,  April  4th,  Theophilus 

Nelson,  M.  D.,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 
Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  one  of  the  ol  lest  and  most  eminent- 

physicians  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  died  A  pril  5th.  Dr.  Pi"  cher was  for  many  years  a  subscriber  of  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter  and  Hale-yearly  Compendium. 
Rkiley. — At  his  residence,  in  Suckasunna,  Morris 

county,  IS.  J.,  on  the  23d  ult.,  Dr.  James  Reiley,  in  the  43d 
year  of  his  age. 
Rogers.— In  Troy,  Vt.,  March  l'th,  Charlie,  infant  son of  Or.  C.  S.  Rogers,  aged  4  months. 
Townsend.— In  this  city,  on  the  Cth  inst.,  Rene  N.  Town- 

send,  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Chai'es  Towsend. Veale.— On  the  4th  inst.,  near  Tottstown,  Montgomery 
county,  Pa.,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Veale,  widow  of  the  late  Dr. 
Dempsy  M.  Veale,  of  Virginia,  in  'he  72d  year  of  her  age. 
Dr.  Peter  Wilson — Ha-da-gchs,  or,  One-who-heals- 

the-sick,  in  the  Indian  tongue — a  chief  in  the  Six  Nations died  recently  on  the  Cattaraugus  Beservation.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  Red  Jacket,  and  was  liberally  educated  . 
♦  / 



WILLIAM  AUTENRIETH, 

NO.  71  WEST  SIXTH  STREET, 
Between  Walnut  and  Vine, 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO, 

MANUFACTURER  OF  AND  DEALER  IN 

SUBGIC1L  AND  ORTHOPOEDICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTERS,  TRUSSES, 

Club-foot  Shoes,  Spinal  Apparatus,  etc. 

Keeps  constantly  "on  hand  a  full  variety  of  Metallic  and 
Rubber  Syringes,  Stomach  Pumps,  etc.  Stockings  for  Vari- 
eose  Veins. 
Special  attention  given  to  the  fitting  of  Apparatus  for  De- 

formities. 

#S-  Agent  for  Dr.  L.  A.  BABOOCK'S 
SILVER  UTERINE  SUPPORTER,  . 

DR.  AHL'S  POROUS  FELT  SPLINTS, ALSO, 

DAY'S  SPLINTS; 
AND 

S.  W.  ELLIOTT'S  SADDLE  BAGS. 

Detroit  Medical  College. 

FACULTY: 
SAMUEL  P.  DUFFIELD,  Ph.  D.  M..D.,  Emeritus  Profes- 

sor of  Chemistry. 
J.  M.  BK1ELOW,  M.  D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Medical 

Botany  and  Materia  Medica. 
EDW.  W.  JENKS,  M.  D.,  Medical  and  Surgical  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Clinical  Gynecology. 

THEO.  A.  McGRAW,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

GEO.  P.  ANDREWS,  M.  D.,  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

C.  B.  GILBERT,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, and  Clinical  Medicine. 
JAS.  F.  NO  YES,  M.  D ,  Ophthalmology  and  Aural  Surgery. 
N.  W.  WEBBER,  M.  D.,  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 
RICHARD  INGLIS,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics. 
A.  B.  PALMER,  M.  D.,  Medical  Diagnosis  and  Clinical Medicine. 
ALBERT  B.  LYONS,  M.  D.,  Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 
LEARTUS  CONNOR,  M.  D.,  Physiology  and  Microscopy. 
WM.  H.  LATBROP,  M.  D.,  Diseases  of  Mind  and  Brain., 
Hon.  HENRY  B.  BROWN,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
H.  O.  WALKER,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  an Lecturer  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  College  Term  will  begin  on  MARCH  20th,  and'  con- tinue four  months.   The  Fees  are  as  follows  : 
Matriculation  fee,  5.00 
Hospital  fees,   6.00 
Lecture  fees  for  first  and  second  course  students,  50.00 

"      l<    third  course  students,     -  35.00 Gradation  fee,  25.00 
For  further  particulars  address,  or  call  upon 

ED  WARD  W.  JENKS,  M.  D, 
President  of  Faculty,  92  F>rt  St.,  W.  Detroit. 

gNOWDEN  &  BROTHER, 
LAT3  WlEGAND  &  SNOWBEM, 

Established  821. 
MANUFACTURERS  AND  IMPORTERS  OF 

SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

medical  saddle-bags, 
Trusses,  Druggists'  Sundries,  &c,  <&c. 

No.  23  South  Eightn  Street, 
-634  PHILADELPHIA. 

NO  W  BEADY 

CONSUMPTION! 

Its  Pathology  and  Treatment, BY 

WILLIAM  MINOR  LOGAN,  M.  D„ 

OF 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

12mo.,  90  pasres— on  toned  paper,  neatly  bound.  Price, $1.00.   Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 
To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol. 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which— that  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  ̂ exhausting  the  edition  in 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries  for 
it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 

LONG  ISLAND  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y.— TERM  1872. FACULTY: 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Corydon  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Edw.  S.  Dunster,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 

Children. 
Geo.  W.  Plympton,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- cology. 

Alex.  JWC.  Skene,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  of  Women,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics. 

Jarvis  S.  Wight,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Medica  and  Thera- 

peutics. Alpheus  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Henry  S.  Cheever,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Micro- 

scopic Anatomy. 
Geo.  K.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
J.  S.  Prout,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
Arthur  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the Ear. 
The  next  Annual  Session  will  commence  MARCH  5, 1872, 

and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  Reading  Term  will  com- mence OCTOBER  4,  1871,  and  continue  five  months. 
Fees  for  the  full  course,  $100;  Matriculation,  $5 ;  Gradua- 

tion, $25.  Clinical  instruction  is  given  daily.  Ample  provision 
for  Dissection.   For  Circulars,  apply  to 
760-811]  JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

JSTOW  MJEADY. 

Cancer:  Its  Classification  and 
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A  WIRE-GAUZE  SUPPORTER  FOR  THE 
TREATMENT  OF  FRACTURES  LUX- 

ATIONS, ETC.,  OF  THE  LOWER 
EXTREMITIES. 

By  Harvey  L.  Byrd,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics  in    Washington  University 
of  Baltimore,  etc.,  etc. 

Read  before  the  Medico-Otprurgical  Society  of  Maryland 
at  its  annual  meeting  in  Baltimore,  April  2d,  1872. 

Some  three  or  four  years  ago  the  attention 
of  the  profession  was  called  by  the  writer  to  a 
wire-gauze  supporter  in  cases  of  fracture,  and 
other  injuries  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  its 
beneficial  action  illustrated  by  a  case  in  which 
it  was  used  most  satisfactorily  in  the  success- 

ful management  of  severe  injury  of  the  knee 
of  a  robust  young  woman,  since  which  time 
several  cases  have  been  treated  in  his  own, 
and  the  practice  of  professional  friends,  which 
establish  most  conclusively,  to  their  minds,  its 
great  superiority  over  every  other  method  in 
the  treatment  of  fractures,  simple,  compound 
and  comminuted,  and  luxations,  severe  contu- 

sions, etc.    The  wire-gauze  supporter  has 
been  used  in  all  these  cases  in  connection  with 

Professor  N.  R.  Smith's  "Anterior  Splint" — 
though  it  may  be  attached  to  suitable  wooden 
frame-work  as  well,    and  reference  to  the 
accompanying  cuts  will  illustrate  with  what 
readiness  the  apparatus,  thus  arranged,  can 
be  applied,  and  the  ease  with  which  it  may  be 
adjusted,  with  but  little  suffering  or  inconve- 

nience  to  the  patient.    The  description  for- 
merly given  of  the  mode  of  constructing  and 

applying  the  instrument  is  repeated  here, 
which  with  the  cuts  will  enable  any  one  of 
ordinary  mechanical  skill  to  construct  and 

apply  it  without  difficulty  or  delay.  The 

young  lady  refered  to  in  a  previous  communi- 
cation was  iuj  jred  by  falling  with  great  force 

upon  her  right  knee.  Whilst  playfully  running 
with  a  young  man  over  a  rough  scaffolding  of 
boards,  the  toe  of  her  shoe  caught,  and  the 

young  man,  in  attempting  to  prevent  her  fall- 
ing, lost  his  balance,  and  both  fell  together, 

he  falling  upon  her.  The  accident  occurred  at 
a  village  a  few  miles  from  the  city,  and  the  two 
physician^  of  the  place  who  were  called  very 

judiciously  decided  to  apply  Dr.  Smith's  an- 
terior splint.  It  was  done  in  the  usual  man- 

ner, and  she  brought  to  her  home  in  the  city 
on  the  following  day.  She  was  seen  by  the 
writer  a  lew  hours  after  her  arrival,  and  found 
to  be  suffering  great  pain  in  the  iDjured  knee 
and  leg.  With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  James  E. 
GriBBONS,  of  New  Windsor,  Md.,  then  a  pupil 

in  our  office,  the  suspensory  cord  and  pulley- 
were  re-adjusted,  the  bandage  slackened,  a  full 
dose  of  morphia  prescribed,  and  the  patient 
left  for  the  night. 

To  o^r  surprise  we  learned,  on  our  visit  the 
succeeding  morning,  she  had  not  slept  and 
had  suffered  great  pain  in  the  knee,  and  much 
unpleasantness  in  the  thigh  and  leg,  in  con- 

sequence of  tightening  of  the  bandage  from 
increased  swelling  of  the  limb.  The  weather 
being  very  warm  and  the  young  woman  large 
and  fat— weighing,  probably,  two  hundred 
pounds — and  as  there  was  little  chance  of  ren- 

dering the  apartment  more  comfortable  by 
ventilation,  it  was  determined  to  make  her 
condition  as  much  so  as  possible  by  other 
means.  For  this  purpose  a  yard  and  a  half  of 
fine  wire-gauze  was  procured,  and  after  taking 
proper  dimensions  of  the  thigh,  popliteal  re- 

gion, leg  and  heel,  the  gauze  was  cut  so  as  to 
adapt  it  to  the  posterior  and  lateral  surface 
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of  the  limb,  and  then  bound  around  with 
f-tout  clo  h  (  bin,  fine  leather  has  been 
found  from  experience,  to  answer  a  better 
purpose),  with  buckles  and  straps  attached  at 
suitable  intervals.  The  limb  was  then  made 

nude  by  the  removal  of  the  bandage  that  sus- 
tained the  splint,  anu  the  wire-gauze,  as  above 

prepared,  placed  in  position  under  it.  When 

this  was  accomplished,  the  "interior  splint " 
receiving  proper  shape,  was  placed  over  the 

front  of  the  extremity,  the  wire-gauze  secured 
by  the  buckles  and  straps  to  its  longitudinal 

bars,  and  the  hooks  from  the  suspensory  ap- 

paratus above  having  been  parsed  into  the 
rings  or  eyelets  of  the  transverse  bars  of  the 
"  splints,"  the  limb  was  swung  from  the  bed. 
The  greatest  comfort  was  immediately  ex- 

perienced by  the  patient,  and  after  adjusting 

the  lengths  of  the  straps  so  as  to  secure  even- 
ness and  accuracy  of  adaptation  of  the  wire- 

gauze  to  the  entire  posterior  and  lateral  sur- 
face of  the  limb,  the  patient  was  left  for  the 

day. 

The  whole  manipulation,  from  the  time 

the  wire-gauze  was  ready  for  application 
until  the  procedure  was  accomplished,  did 

not  occupy  as  much  time  as  has  been  con- 
sumed in  wri  kg  this  account  of  it.  If  the 

foregoing  details  are  sufficiently  clear  of  com- 
prehension, it  will  be  observed  that  the  im- 

portant objects  of  extension  and  counter- 
extension  were  as  fully  accomplished  in  this 
case  as  they  could  have  been  by  any  other 
means,  while  the  great  relief  from  all  anterior 
compression  of  muscles  and  the  free  exposure 
of  the  surface  of  the  limb  to  the  atmosphere, 

not  only  anteriorly,  but  laterly  and  pos- 
teriorly also,  was  sufficient  to  impart  the 

great  comfort  she  experienced  from  the 

change  of  treatment.  But  the  scientific  sur- 
geon will  readily  perceive  other,  and  if  pos- 
sible greater,  advantages,  which  may  be  ob- 

tained from  the  wire-gauze  in  the  manage- 
ment of  fractures  and  wound3  of  the  lower 

extremities ;  or  perhaps  we  should  rather 

say  great  additional  advantages,  for  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  of  any  much  greater  advan- 
tage than  free  ventilation  in  such  cases.  The 

chief  of  these  alluded  to,  for  example,  as  in 

ompouud  and  comminuted  fractures,  saber 
a  id  bullet  wounds,  or  in  other  wounds  in- 

volving the  skin  and  subjacent  structures,  and 
requiring  frequent  ablution  or  dressing,  with- 

out disturbing  the  general  position  or  con- 

dition of  the  limb,  will  be  sought  for  in  vain 
outside  of  the  wire-gauze. 

A  wound  may  be  clearly  seen  and  freely 
syringed  or  sponged,  and  receive  other  local 
treatment  through  the  wire-gauze,  even  when 
situated  on  tht  posterior  or  lateral  aspect  of 
the  limb,  without  disturbing  its  position  in 
the  slightest  uncomfortable  degree.  Again, 
where  it  is  desirable  to  remove,  at  any  point, 
undue  or  uncomfortable  pressure,  nothing  is 
more  easily  accomplished,  as  the  leather 
straps  and  buckles  attached  to  the  margin  of 
the  wire-gauze  may  be  slackened  or  tightened 
at  such  points  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
the  desired  relief.  By  this  management,  un- 

due pressure  on  the  muscles  may  be  almost 
coinjdeiely  obviated.  The  foot  and  heel  may 
be  turned  to  most  important  account  as  a 
lever  or  weight,  iu  certaia  fractures,  by  in- 

ert a  sing  or  lessening  the  support  which  the 
anterior  cord  and  pulley,  or  siing,  attached  to 
the  distal  end  of  the  gauze,  is  capaoie  of  ef- fecting. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  there  are  still  other 
advantages  attainable  by  the  wire-gauze, 
wheu  properly  attached  to  the  anterior  spiint, 
or  other  support.  But  these  will  readily  sug- 

gest themselves  to  the  intelligent  practitioner 
in  individual  cases.  The  writer  has  become 
satisfied,  from  his  own  and  the  experience  of 
friends,  that  with  wire-gauze  sufficiently  fine, 
accurately  cut,  and  properly  adjusted  to  the 
limb,  and  anterior  support,  that  less  sagging 
takes  place  than  under  any  other  method  of 
treating  fractures,  and  consequently  less  de- 

formity results  from  this  than  any  other  mode 
of  treatment  where  bandages  are  used.  An 
extract  from  a  letter  of  Dr.  S.  K.  Coleman  is 
subjoined,  as  it  presents  some  of  the  great 
advantages  of  the  wire-gauze  supporter  in  the 
treatment  of  a  compound  comminuted  fracture 
during  the  heated  term  of  last  summer. 

Baltimore,  March  13,  1872. 
Prof.  Harvey  L.  Byrd,  M.  D. — Esteemed 

Friend  :  I  am  happy  to  report  the  unbound- 
ed success  or  your  wire-gauze  supporter,  as 

attached  to  Dr.  Smith's  anterior  splint.  And 
permit  me  to  add,  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the 
kind  assistance  afforded  me  in  their  applica- 

tion to  my  patient  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Caran  r:  and 
yourself.  I  refer  to  the  case  ot  Mrs.  Edwards, 
set  40  years,  weighing  230  pounds,  and  re- 

siding at  No.  12  Clinton  street,  Canton.  The 
lower  third  of  the  left  leg  was  broken  last 
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June,  during  the  warmest  portion  of  that 
motth  the  lower  end  of  the  fractured  tibia 
crushing  its  way  through  the  integuments, 
produc  ng  a  frightfully  contused  and  lacerated 
wound.  A  few  days  after  its  adjustment  I 
took  pleasure  iD  inviting  different  members  of 
the  profession  to  see  it,  and  among  them  Dr. 

N".  L.  Dasheill  one  of  the  oldest  and  mou  ex 
perienced  physicians  of  East  Baltimore,  and 
he,  in  common  with  all  the  others,  thought 

the  appliance  'just  the  thing'  for  the  case 
The  wound  was  treated  with  cold  water  dress, 

logs,  and  such  other  articles  as  th  1  warmth 
of  the  weather  indicated,  aud  in  less  than 
eight  weeks  the  lady  walked  without  any  ar- 

tificial support  whatever,  claiming  that  "she 
could  walk  better  now  than  she  ever  did  be- 

fore." I  feel  fully  satisfied  your  addition 
of  the  wire-gauze  supporter  to  Smith's  Ante 
rior  splint  is  the  greatest  boon  that  surgery 
and  humanity  have  thus  far  received  in  inju- 

ries of  the  lower  extremities. 

"I  am  very  respectfully  and  sincerely  yours, 
kkS.  K.  Coleman,  M.  D." 

B  B  B  represents  the  wire-gauze  applied. 
Dr.  Smith's  anterior  splint  is  clearly  seen 

above  it  at  A  A  A.  The  cords  and  pullies 
are  sufficiently  well  defmed  to  be  readily  rec- 

ognized at  D. 
366  N.  Tremont  street,  Baltimore,  April  3, 

1872. 

IPECACUANHA  IN  TYPHOID  FEVER 
AND  DYSENTERY. 

By  Edward  H.  Sholl,  M.  D., 
Of  Gainesville,  Alabama. 

In  the  presentation  of  this  subject  my  ob- 
ject is  not  speculative,  but  entirely  practical, 

giving  only  facts  based  upon  actual  experi- 
ence. My  attention  was  called  to  this  man- 

ner of  treatment  by  an  article  in  the  Re- 
porter some  motitbs  since  by  a  physician  in 

Reading,  Pa.,  whose  name  I  cannot  now  lay 
hands  on.  It  is  only  necessary  to  say  that 
some  of  my  patients,  as  well  as  myself,  have 
reason  to  thank  him  for  it.  Its  republication, 
with  a  view  to  again  impress  it  upon  the 
minds  of  the  profession,  would  be  of  practical 
benefit.  I  allude  particularly  to  the  article 
upon  the  "  Use  of  Ipecacuanha  in  Typhoid 
Fever."  i 
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[Vol.  xxvi. As  the  action  of  remedies  upon  the 
economy  is  influenced  not  only  by  peculiarity 
of  constitution,  but;  a^o  by  local  causes  actiDg 
in  different  ways  upon  those  idiosyncrasies,  it 
may  be  well  to  give  a  britf  description  of  our 
surroundings  : 

We  are  in  latitude  32°  45',  on  the  banks  of 
the  Little  Bigby  river,  about  80  miles  by 
water  above  i  s  confluence  with  the  Warrior. 
Emptying  into  the  river  in  all  directions  are 
numerous  sluggish  affluents,  with,  in  many 
instances,  extensive  bottoms,  full  of  lagoons 
and  sloughs,  into  which  the  water,  in  the 
winter  and  spring,  pours.  The  difference  be- 

tween low  and  high  water  being  54  feet,  it 
may  be  readily  conceived  that,  to  a  certain 
extent,  malarial  causes  are  at  work  mould- 

ing nearly  every  form  of  disease  and  stamp- 
ing their  impress. 

Hence  it  is  that  only  twice  in  sixteen  years 
has  typhoid  fever,  sui  generis,  presented  it- 

self to  any  extent  as  a  prevailing  disease.  In 
the  Reporter  of  May  12,  1860,  I  published 
an  article  upon  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever 
then  prevailing  in  the  neighborhood  of  War- 

saw, ten  miles  above  here,  with  treatment. 
Most  of  the  cases,  twenty-two  in  number, 
were  mild  in  form.  All  were  brought  to  a 
successful  termination,  though  some  cases 
were  of  utiusual  duration.  In  every  case 
copious  diarrhea  was  among  the  early  symp- 

toms, and  T  then  learned  that  the  sooner  I 
could  control  the  watery  discharges  and  keep 
the  bowels  closed,  by  so  much  would  I  moder- 

ate the  severity  and  abridge  the  duration  of 
the  attack. 

In  one  case  where  the  patient  almost  suc- 
cumbed to  the  exhaustion  from  profuse  dis- 

charges, the  bowels  were  kept  confined  for 
seventeen  days.  During  this  time  the  progress 
to  convalescence  was  decided.  Parents  were 

anxious  to  have  the  bowels  move.  The  young 
lady  herself  remarked  that  **  the  doctor  had 
locked  up  her  bowels  and  thrown  away  the 
key."  At  the  end  of  that  time  she  had  a  free, 
consistent  action  voluntarily,  and  was  soon 
up. 

This  case  illustrates  the  fact  of  how  great  a 
length  of  time,  consistent  with  keeping  the 
equilibrium,  the  bowels  may  be  kept  quiet, 
aad  that  instead  of  its  throwing  back  noxious 
matters  to  the  detriment  of  the  patient,  other 
organs  supplement  all  necessary  excretory 
action,  and  relieve  the  irritated  bowel. 

Here  I  may  be  permitted  to  make  the  state- 
ment, substantiated  by  years  of  observation, 

that  in  this  disease,  as  well  as  acute  dysentery, 
in  this  latitude,  even  in  the  earliest  stages, 
mercurials  are  positively  harmful,  protracting 
the  duration  of  the  cases,  and  oftentimes  seal- 

ing their  fatality. 

The  true  explanation  of  this  well-ascertained 
fact  I  conceive  to  be  as  follows  :  the  bile  being 
the  natural  irritant,  and  peristaltic  persuader 
of  the  bowel,  naturally,  the  organs  working  in- 

telligently, the  secretion  of  bile  is  diminished 
in  the  beginning  of  the  inflammatory  action 
that  an  acrid  irritant  may  not  be  poured  out 
over  an  irritated  and  inflamed  surface.  Hence, 
among  the  earliest  signs  of  an  abating  of  the 
irritation  is  the  gradual  restoration  of  the  bili- 

ary tinge  to  the  evacuations.  The  physician 
sometimes,  not  content  with  following,  and  be- 

ing desirous  to  lead,  would  hasten  before  the 
proper  time,  by  mercurial  action,  the  biliary 
presence,  aud  in  a  terrible  epidemic  of  dysen- 

tery here  in  1851,  my  predecessors  informed 
me  the  result  of  this  treatment  was  calamitous 
in  the  extreme. 

Of  later  years  the  idea  having  been  gener- 
ally received  that  typhoid  fever  was  self-limit- 

ed, and  in  no  way  to  be  cut  short,  the  expec- 
tant plan  of  treatment,  a  decided  improve- 
ment upon  the  previous  active  method,  has 

found  general  acceptance. 

It  is  certain  that'  if  we  can  find  any  remedy 
potent  to  control  and  abridge,  we  not  only 
save  suffering  and  loss  of  time,  but  materially 
diminish  the  rate  of  mortality.  I  therefore 
give  one  case  as  typical  of  a  number,  all  of 
which  have  been  brought  speedily  to  a  suc- 

cessful termination. 
Mr.  A.  W.  McM.,  set.  52,  sent  for  me  in  July, 

1871,  in  the  t  nth  day  of  a  febrile  attack  read- 
ily recognized  as  typhoid.  Tenderness  in  right 

iliac  region  ;  gurgling  ;  tongue  red  at  tip  and 
heavily  coated.  Had  up  to  4  P.  M.  eleven  free 
watery,  clay-colored  discharges  (hat  day, 
which  had  enfeebled  him.  Skin  parched  and 
acridly  hot. 

I  gave  at  once  forty  drops  of  laudanum,  in 
one  hour  followed  it  with  forty  grains  of  ipe- 

cac, which  at  the  expiration  of  forty-five  min- 
utes produced  copious  emesis.  He  was  order- 

ed at  7  next  morning  forty  drops  laudanum  ; 
at  8,  40  grains  of  ipecac.  On  my  return  at  9 
A.  M.  found  him  more  comfortable ;  had 
three  evacuations  in  the  seventeen  hours. 
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Ordered  repetition  of  medicine  in  the  even- 
ing and  for  next  morning.  At  9  A.  M.,  next 

day,  decided  improvement ;  two  evacuations 
the  24  hours;  more  consistent;  febrile  excite- 

ment almost  srone;  countenance  cheerful,  with 
gradually  diminishing  doses  given  for  the  next 
three  days.  The  improvement  was  so  marked 
that  the  treatment  as  above  was  stopped,  and 
a  few  small  doses  of  aromatic  sulph.  acid  giv- 

en daily.  On  the  tenth  day  from  my  first 
visit,  he,  without  my  consent,  rode  horseback 
three  miles  in  the  country,  bringing  about  in 
a  few  hours  a  febrile  excitement,  with  diar- 

rhea of  profuse  character.  This  3  ielded  in 
forty-eight  hours  to  the  first  treatment,  and  he 
soon  convalsced. 

Other  cases  of  a  still  more  aggravated  char- 
acter seen  first  in  the  ravines  of  delirium,  or 

in  a  deeper  prostration  from  diarrhea  have 
responded  as  readily,  and  when  seen  early 
have  been  jugulated  in  from  four  to  seven 
davs. 

This  plan  was  adopted  in  a  case  seen  last 
week  in  the  fourth  week  of  the  fever,  with 
happy  results.  The  stomach  soon  becomes 
tolerant  of  these  large  doses,  which  then  ex- 

pend their  full  effect  upon  the  bowel.  As  more 
convenient  and  equally  efficient,  I  have  used 

of  late  Tilden's  fluid  extract  ia  place  of  the 
bulky  powder. 

If  further  experience  develop3S  any  contra- 
indication to  the  ti  eatment  as  above  indicated 

it  will  be  reported.  I  trust  the  profession 
may  test  the  value  of  a  remedy  which  it  is  not 
contended  will  cure  all  cases,  but  one  that  will 
very  materially  abbreviate  the  curable  ones. 
In  dysentery  last  week  six  severe  cases  were 
speedily  cut  short  by  it,  given  ia  8  to  25  grain 
doses  every  three  hours,  wit  1  an  opiate  twije 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

DEATH  FROM  THE  INHALATION  OF 
NITROUS  OXIDE  GAS. 

Reported  by  W.  J.  Purcell,  M.  D., 
Of  New  York  City. 

Oq  Wednesday,  March  20th  Mrs.  Ann  O' 
Shaughnessy  visited  the  office  of  a  dentist 
named  Newbrougb,  No.  128  West  34th  street, 
New  York  city,  for  the  purpose  ( f  having 
some  teeth  extracted,  she  having  suffered  cod 
siderably  for  some  time  previously  from  tooth, 
ache.  Although  desirous  of  taking  the  gas, 
she  yet  expressed  a  great  dread  of  it,  and  it 

was  with  considerable  difficulty  that  she  was 
persuaded  to  submit.  One  bag  ful  containing 
about  four  gallons  was  administered,  but  not 
without  great  trouble  from  the  struggles  and 
resistance  of  the  patient,  who  appeared  to 
labor  under  severe  nervous  irritability.  This 
not  being  sufficient  to  produce  anaesthesia,  a 
second  bagful  was  given,  and  after  a  few  in- 

halations the  dentist  proceeded  to  extract  the 
teeth.  About  four  were  removed,  when  the 

patient's  head  was  observed  to  fall  over  on 
her  left  shoulder,  and  she  was  discovered  to 
be  insensible.  Efforts  were  made  to  revive 
her,  but  in  vain.  It  was  found  that  she  had 
ceased  to  breathe,  and  that  no  pulsation  of 
the  h  art  could  be  discerned.  A  physician 
was  has  ily  summoned,  and  the  galvanic  bat- 

tery and  other  means  and  appliances  used, 
but  without  success.  The  woman  was  dead. 
The  remains  were  removed  to  the  late  resi- 

dence of  the  deceased,  and  an  autopsy  made, 
which  revealed  a  slight  congestion  of  the 
lungs. 

An  inquest  was  held  before  Coroner  fHer- 
maun,  and  a  jury  composed  of  prominent  med- 

ical men.  Several  physicians  who  were  pre- 
sent at  the  post  mortem  examination  gave  as 

the  result,  that  death  was  caused  by  nervous 
shock ;  there  was  slight  congestion  of  the 
lungs. 

The  following  embodies  the  most  import- 
ant part  of  the  testimony,  as  it  throws  consid- 

erable light  on  the  different  methods  of  ad- 
ministering the  gas ,  its  modes  of  manufacture, 

etc  ,  etc. 
Dr.  Buchanan,  of  355  West  Thirtieth  st, 

testified  that  he  was  present  at  the  post-mortem 
examination  made  on  the  body  of  Mrs. 

O'Shaughuessy,  at  the  residence  of  the  de- 
ceased. He  corroborated  the  testimony  of  the 

physicians  previously  examined  as  to  the  re- 
sult of  the  autopsy.  He  said  that  in  his  opin- 
ion the  cause  of  death  was  a  nervous  shock, 

consequent  upon  having  the  teeth  extracted. 
He  believed  the  deceased  had  an  incipient 
stage  of  pneumonia.  In  addition  to  the  hhock 
he  thought  that  the  inhaling  of  the  gas  might 
be  a  predisposing  cause.  The  witness  said 
that  he  gives  nitrous  oxide  in  cases  of  asthma ; 
he  Was  careful  when  there  was  anything  the 
matter  with  the  heart ;  he  thought  a  physical 
examination  of  the  patient  necessary  before 
giving  the  gas.  When  a  patient  dreaded  the 
inhalation  of  the  gas  he  would  not  give  it  for 
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fear  of  producing  a  shock.  He  never  saw  a 
case  illustrative  of  this  idea,  but  he  thought 
the  present  a  very  appropriate  one.  He 
thought  that  if  all  the  proceedings  had  ended 
when  the  deceased  had  expressed  a  fear  of 
taking  the  gas,  nothing  would  have  occurred  ; 
that  is,  had  not  the  teeth  been  drawn.  The 
gas  ought  to  be  taken  through  a  mouth -piece, 
provided  with  an  outlet  valve  through  which 
the  exphed  gas  could  escape  into  the  atmo- 

sphere. He  could  not  say  whether  the  appa- 
ratus used  by  deceased  had  such  a  mouth- 

piece. He  couid  not  say  whether  the  quantity 
of  gas  taken  by  the  deceased  had  anything  to 
do  with  her  death.  He  deprecated  the  cus- 

tom of  holding  the  nose,  and  breathing  into 
the  bag  without  means  of  escape  lor  the  im- 

pure gases.  This  latter  statement  was  in  re- 
ply to  a  question  from  Dr.  Rogers. 

Hermann  Endemann,  chemist  to  the 
Board  of  Health  of  JSew  York,  testified  that 

at  the  request  of  Coroner  Hermann  he  ex- 
amined the  gas  used  by  Dr.  Newbrough  and 

the  material  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
same.  The  nitrate  of  ammonia  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  gas  was  not  quite  pure, 
but  was  as  good  as  is  usually  provided.  The 
apparatus  used  by  Dr.  Newbrough  is  capa- 

ble of  producing  pure  gas  provided  that  it  is 
administered  within  three  h  ;urs  after  it  is 
made.  He  made  inquiries  of  Dr.  Xewbrougel 
how  often  he  made  the  gas,  and  he  said  every 
day.  At  a  second  vMt  paid  by  the  witness 

to  Dr.  Newbrotjgh's  place,  the  latter  said 
that  the  gas  he  had  administered  to  the  de- 

ceased had  been  made  two  days  before  he  gave 
it ;  he  did  not  examine  this  gas,  as  it  had  all 
escaped.  The  gas  he  made  with  Dr.  New. 

brou Gil's  apparatus  himself  was  pure  ;  he  in- 
haled it  himself.  The  bay  used  by  the  de- 
ceased contained  four  gallons,  with  a  mouth- 

piece, out  of  which  the  patient  directly  in- 
hales the  gas  ;  the  carbonic  acid  of  exhalation 

thus  enters  the  bag  again.  The  witness 
thought  that  all  mouth-pieces  should  have  a 
safety-valve,  through  which  the  carbonic  acid 
could  escape.  He  thought  that  the  deceased 
partly  inhaled  the  nitrous  oxide  ;  the  witness 
had  some  experience,  he  said,  of  the  physical 
effects  of  nitrous  oxide  ;  the  face  becomes 
gradually  livid  under  its  influence  about  fifty 
seconds  after  inhaling  it;  the  pupils  become 
distended ;  if  the  pulse  is  weak  at  first  it 
generally  becomes  mere  rapid.    The  patient 

comes  out  of  the  influence  in  two  or  three 

minutes  so  as  to  be  conscious,  but  the  dizzi- 
ness continues  five  minutes.  The  only  ex- 

perience the  witness  had  of  any  evil  results 
from  inhaling  the  gas  was  in  his  assistant, 
who  took  it  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  tooth 
extracted ;  next  day  he  did  not  feel  well  in 
his  iungs,  feeling  bad  for  about  a  week  after. 
A  physiciaa  told  him  that  his  lungs  were  con- 

gested ;  three  months  afterward  he  died  of 
consumption.  If  the  impurities  of  the  gas  be 
not  removed  he  considered  it  harmful.  He 
has  noticed  that  the  gas  has  different  effects 
upon  individuals,  producing  depressing  ef- 

fects on  some.  He  considered  that  the  ap- 
paratus, with  the  same  material  used  as  he 

had  examined,  is  capable  of  generating  gas 
sufficiently  pure,  provided  it  is  used  three 
hours  after  being  made. 

Mary  Mulligan,  residing  at  301  East  Fifty- 
fifth  street,  testified  that  she  is  a  dressmaker, 

employed  at  McCleary's,  in  Broadway.  Last summer  the  deceased  worked  at  the  same 

place  with  her  ;  she  was  in  good  health  and 
never  knew  her  to  have  fainting  fits. 

Mr.E.P.  Hoyt,  of  34  West  Twenty-sixth 
street,  said  that  he  had  been  a  dentist  for 
fifteen  years.  He  had  used  nitrous  oxide 
gas  extensively  years  ago,  until  he  became 
alarmed,  and  discontinued  its  use  on  account 
of  its  tendency  to  produce  asphyxia.  About 
the  year  1863  he  almost  discontinued  its  use, 
until  he  invented  a  d  fferent  method  of  inhal- 

ing it,  by  allowing  an  escape  of  the  carbonic 
acid  gas.  He  was  pressed  very  much  by  his 
patients  to  employ  the  gas,  but  he  did  not  like 
to  administer  it  without  a  physician  being 
present.  He  is  not  entirely  satisfied  that  it 
is  harmless  when  given  to  produce  anaesthesia. 
He  would  not  give  it  in  a  case  of  heart  disea-e 
or  palpitati'  n  of  the  heart,  or  disease  of  the 
lungs  or  brain.  The  gas,  he  finds,  acts  as  a 
stimulant ;  a  little  of  it  acts  as  a  tonic. 
Deputy  Coroner  John  Beach  testified  to 

having  made  a  post-mortem  examination. 
His  testimony  agreed  substantially  with  that 
of  the  other  physicians. 

THE  VERDICT. 

The  jury  find  that  the  deceased,  Ann 
Shaughuessy  came  to  her  death  by  asphyxia 
or  apnoea,  as  evidenced  by  the  symptoms 
manifested  by  the  paiieut  before  death,  and 
the  conditions  found  at  the  post-mortem  ex- 
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animation;  the  asphyxia,  in  our  opinion, 

being  induced  by  the  inhalation  of  gas  admin- 
istered. 

The  jury  further  agree  in  the  opinion  that 

any  other  than  the  prescribed  method  of  pre- 
paration of  nitrous  oxide  gas  as  to  tempera 

ture  for  generation,  and  appropriate  washing 
bottles,  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  careless  method 
of  manufacture. 

In  this  particular  we  regard  the  apparatus 
used  by  Dr.  Newb rough  as  imperfect.  Fur- 

thermore, we  regard  the  administration  of 

nitrous  oxide  gas  as  reckless  where  each  ad- 
ministration is  an  experiment  upon  the  pa- 

tient, which  it  must  be  when  there  is  not  a 
positive  certainty  as  to  the  chemical  purity  of 
the  gas,  and  ignorance  in  the  administrator 
of  the  physical  condition  of  the  patient  and 

the  physiological  effects  manifested  by  anaes- 
thesia. 
Furthermore,  we  regard  it  as  necessary  for 

safety  that  an  administrator  of  nitrous  oxide 

gas  should  have  a  knowledge  of  the  applica" 
tion  of  restorative  agents  adapted  to  alarming 
conditions  in  anaesthesia,  and  be  always  sup- 

plied with  such  agents. 

^OTES  OF  PRACTICE. 

By  H.  L.  W.  Burritt,  M.  D., 

Of  Bridgport,  Conn. 

CHLORAL. 

Mr.  J.,  set.  56,  was  taken  with  tremors  and 
spasmodic  twitchings  and  delusions,  peculiar 
to  alcoholism.  He  had  for  some  time  been 
indulging  freely,  though  attending  to  business 
and  never  intoxicated.  The  motions  were 
more  on  one  side  of  the  body  and  epileptiform 
in  character,  though  consciousness  was  pei  feet. 
Morphia  in  three  doses  having  been  tried  with 
no  effect,  I  gave  thirty  grains  of  chloral  in 
one  dose.  The  effect  was  immediate  ;  he  was 
thrown  backward  into  a  terrible  epileptic  con- 

vulsion ;  entire  loss  of  consciousness,  black 
as  ink  in  the  face,  and  stertorous  breathing  for 
a  moment;  then  entire  suspense  of  action  of 
the  heart  and  respiration.  He  seemed  mori- 

bund, but  throwing  his  head  downward  and 
j  passing  the  finger  into  *he  larynx,  he  gasped 

once  or  twice,  and  by  ammonia,  cold  water 
and  expansion  of  the  lungs,  by  carrying  the 
arms  rapidly  upward  and  alternate  pressure, 
he  gradually  recovered,  fell  into  a  deep  sleep 

of  four  hours'  duration,  with  entire  mental 
power  and  c^lm  nerves  when  he  awoke. 

I  see  doses  larger  than  the  above  repeatedly 
given,  if  the  reports  in  your  journal  are  cor- 

rect, and  yet  I  would  trust  the  inhalation  o  f 
chloroform  far  sooner,  especially  after  small 
doses  of  stimulants,  as  in  thousands  of  cases 
of  the  use  of  this  anaesthetic  I  never  saw  a 
patient  so  near  death.  I  have  given  chloral, 
but  its  effects  are  far  more  uncertain  than 
chloroform  given  internally,  and  its  advantage 
in  any  given  case  is  far  from  evident,  as  com- 

pared with  chloroform  for  internal  or  exter- 
nal use.  A  small  quantity  of  brandy  given  in 

advance  would,  in  my  opinion,  make  either 
anaesthetic  perfectly  safe. 

DISLOCATION  OF  INFERIOR  MAXILLARY. 

Miss  ,  while  having  a  third  lower  molar 
extracted  by  a  neighboring  dentist,  suddenly 
dislocated  her  lower  jaw;  the  appearance  of 
the  face,  with  the  great  distress,  was  very 
comical.  I  applied  a  split  cork  between  the 
last  molar  on  each  sid«,  and  placed  the  thumb 
and  fore  fingers  of  the  right  hand  on  the  in- 

side of  the  lower  front  teeth,  and  grasping  the 
chin,  and  pressing  with  the  other  hand 
against  the  upper  jaw,  the  head  being  held 
firm  against  the  breast  of  my  assi  tant,  I 
drew  forcibly  forward,  and  the  bones,  leaving 
the  zygomatic  fossa,  slipped  gradually  into 

place. This,  the  old  method,  I  think  preferable  to 

using  the  thumbs,  and  also  giving  a  "  point  de 
appuif  by  using  one  hand  against  the  upper 
jaw.  What  is  singular  about  the  case  is  the 
act  that  the  dislocation,  although  a  primary 
one,  was  effected  without  any  considerable 
force  by  the  operator  or  effort  by  the  patient. 
It  might  have  been  owing  to  the  relaxation 
so  brief  in  effect  of  the  nitrous  oxide,  but  I 
have  never  seen  any  amount  of  suspended- 
muscular  action  by  this  agent.  I  may  men- 

tion, in  this  connection,  that  this  anaesthetic, 
so  loudly  vaunted  as  harmless,  has  been  fol- 

lowed, in  many  instances  1  have  seen,  by 
severe  hysterical  and  epileptic  convulsions, 
and  I  presume  most  practitioners  have  had 
the  same  experience.  The  late  New  York 
case  (128  West  Thirty-fourth  s  reet)  seems, 
from  the  reports,  to  be  one  of  suffocation  from 
obstruction  in  the  bronchia  or  larynx,  and  as 
thft  pulse  acted,  if  the  head  had  been  held 
directly  downward  and  the  arms  rotated 
rapidly,  its  own  weight  would  have  removed 
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the  collected  mucus  or  blood  and  have  given 

the  lungs  air  and  saved  the  patient's  life. 
This  position,  so  important  in  these  asphyxi- 

ated cases,  seems  strangely  neglected  in  these 
accidents.  The  body  must  be  absolutely  re- 

versed to  do  any  good,  horizontal  position  is 
not  sufficient. 

Hospital  Reports. 

UNIVERSITY     OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Surgical  Service  of  Prof.  D.  Hayes  Agnew,  M.  D. 

[reported  by  de  f.  willard,  m  d.] 
Hernia. 

Gentlemen:  The  first  case  is  a  man, 
colored,  suffering  from  an  oblique  insuinal 
hernia  of  fifteen  years'  duration,  which  he  says 
cannot  be  retained  by  a  truss,  but  is  continu- 

ally escaping  beneath  the  pad  10  appear  upon 
the  pubis.  Let  us  see  if  we  really  have  an 
uncontrollable  hernia.  I  expose  the  part, 
and  at  once  every  one  of  you  ought  to  see  the 
explanation  of  his  difficulty.  He  has  an  in- 

guinal hernia,  but  here  is  the  pad  of  his  truss 
pressing,  not  upon  the  canal  just  above  the 
external  abdominal,  as  it  should,  but  down 
upon  Poupart's  ligament,  or  a  little  below  it. It  is  of  no  more  use  tha  n  if  it  were  about  his 
neck,  and  it  is  strange  that  it  should  have 
been  overlooked. 

The  remedy  is  as  simple  as  the  explanation. 
I  merely  reduce  the  hernia,  bend  the  arm  of 
the  truss  upward,  straighten  the  spring,  and 
now  it  fits  upon  the  canal  above  Poupart's 
ligament,  and  as  I  tell  him  to  ri  e,  you  will 
see  that  no  hernia  is  visible,  aud  if  the  spring 
is  of  sufficient  strength  he  will  have  no  further 
difficulty. 

Why  was  this  mistake  made?  Simply  be- 
cause the  perso  1  who  adapted  the  instrument 

was  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  Poupart's  liga- ment was  not  situated  at  the  same  line  with 
the  abdomino-fem  ral  fold.  It  is  an  inch 
higher  up,  and  is  marked  by  a  plainly  percep- 

tible line,  especially  when  the  abdomen  is 
protuberant.  R  member  this  error,  for  it  is 
one  frequently  made. 
Portion  of  Gun-stock  Imbedded  in  Forearm. 

The  next  patient  is  a  man  wh^  was  injured 
some  two  years  since  by  the  explosion  of  a 
gun.  He  states  that  some  of  his  clothing  was 
driven  into  the  arm,  but  he  thinks  that  every 
portion  was  removed.  Since  that  time,  how- 

ever, the  wound  has  refused  to  heal,  and  con- 
stantly discharges  an  offensive  pus.  The  an- 

tern  r  face  of  the  forearm  is  considerably 
deformed  and  thickeneu  by  inflammatory  de- 

posit, and  the  mi.idle  finger  is  firmly  fh  xed,  so 
as  to  be  perfectly  useless.  This  shows  that 
some  irritation  is  being  applied  to  its  flexor 

muscle.  There  is  also  an  interesting  nhysio-  I 
logical  point  of  interest  connected  with  this  J 
case,  for  you  see  that  more  of  the  other  fin-  | 
gers  are  tnus  implicated,  showing  that  certain  | 
muscular  fibers  of  the  common  flexor  run  to  % 
certain  particular  tendons  of  the  flexor. 
The  contracted  condition  must  be  due  either  ̂  

to  the  inflammatory  deposit  or  to  thei:  ritetion 
of  some  foreign  body.  The  wound  and  its  I 
sinuses  do  not  look  as  though  there  were  dead  v 
bone  beneath,  and  although  I  cannot  feel  I 
any  foreign  body  with  the  probe,  yet  it  will  be!  f 
the  best  treatment  to  lay  open  these  sii  uses  ^ 
and  m  t  delay  their  healing  by  ineffectual  \, 
injections,  etc. 

I  therefore  cut  down  through  the  skin  and  I 
superficial  fascia,  lift  the  deep  fascia  upon  a  I 
grooved  director  and  >ivide  it,  avoiding  the  ra- 

dial artery,  and  now  the  appearance  of  the  I 
issues  strengthens  my  belief  that  we  shall 

find  some  deep-seated  exci  ing  c?use  f>>r  all 
this  trouble.    I  therefore  lift  the  muscles  and 
divide  them,  until  1  have  passed  through  the^ 
superficial  set,  when  I  come  upon  a  hard  ob- 

ject, which,  lifted  out  with  the  forceps,  prov  s  I 
to  be  a  large  piece  of  wood,  evidently  a  por- 

tion of  the  stock,  which  has  lain  there  through 
these  many   months.    The  cause   being  re- 

moved, the  wound  will  heal  with  injections 
of  two-grain  solutions  of  cupri  sulph.,  follow- 

ed by  dressings  of  carbolized  oil.    The  adhe-  i 
sions  which  the  tendon  of  the  fingers  has  con- 

tract d   should    be    forcibly  stretched  and 
broken  up,  motion  beiug  subsequently  main- 

tained by  frequent  repetitions  of  the  manipu- 
lation. 

The  next  case  is  one  of 

Dislocation  of  the  Shoulder 

of  four  weeks'  standing. 
Th-  patient  states  that  she  fell  down-stairs 

at  that  time,  striking  upon  her  shoulder, 
and  that  she  has  since  been  unable  to  use  h  r 
arm.  The  symptoms,  as  you  perceive,  are 
characteristic.  The  arm  appears  lengthened  ; 
i he  elbow  carried  off  from  the  side  of  the 
body  ;  the  shouider  flattened,  and  the  acro- 

mion so  prominent  that  the  fingers  can  0e 
easily  hooked  beneath  it.  while  in  the  axilla 
a  round  solid  tumor  can  be  easily  felt.  There 
is,  also,  loss  of  power  nd  inability  to  grasp 
the  opposite  shoulder  while  the  elbow  is  held 
aga  nst  i  he  thorax. 
For  purposes  of  study  we  recoaniz^  four 

vaiieties  of  humeral  dislocations,  but  i  he  axil- 
lary f  rm  is  the  most  common.    The  other 

\arieties  are  the  posterior  or  scapular,  the 
sub-clavi  "ular  and  sun-coracoid.     The   two  | 
anterior  varieties  piesent  the  same  rymptoms 
with  the  axillary,  save  that  the  arm  is  not  | 
lengthened  and  the  axillary  turaoi  is  less  dis- 

tinct.   The  scapular  form  d.ffers  in  this  re- 
spect, that  the  arm  is  shortene  I  and  the  elbow  I 

carried  strongly  forward  and  inward  and 
against  the  thorax. 

In  the  axillary  dislocation  the  supra-spinatus 
muscle  must  be  put  greatly  upon  the  stretch, 
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since  it  spoint  of  insertion,  the  greater  tuber- 
osity, is  carried  to  a  position  much  farther  dis- 

tantthan  r.ormal  from  its  point  of  origin.  Tne 
iD  deltoid  will  be  also  stretched,  but  it  is  the 
0  supra-spinatus  which  especially  draws  this 
head  spasrnodicnllv  up  into  false  position 

r  beneath  the  neck  of  the  scapula. In  the  forward  dislocation,  when  the  head 
:  is  higher  up,  the  inf'-a-spioatus  is  th^  muscle 
■  which  is  most  elongated,  while  the  supra-spi 
/natus  is  also  shortened,  but  to  a  less  degree. 

e  -The  pectoralis  maj  r  is  relaxed.  In  the  scapu- 
lar form  of  luxations,  where  the  head  of  the 

humerus  forms  a  tumor  in  the  infer  or  fossa, 
,  the  sub  scapularis,  suora-spinatus  and  pector- 

al alis  major  will  be  put  upon  the  stretch,  while 
1  'the  deltoid  and  infra  spinatus  will  be  relaxed. 

The  axillary  is  the  common  form,  and  all  the 
;  others  are  readily  converted  into  it  by  elevat- 

ing the  elbow  and  pressing  down  the  head. 
:  Taken  together,  the  various  forms  occur  with 
more  frequency  than  all  the  other  luxations 
of  the  body  together,  a  fact  which  may  be 
exp^iued  b/  the  shallowness  of  the  glenoid 
cavity,  the  delicacy  of  the  ligaments  and  the 
great  freedom  of  movements  of  the  arm. 

It  is  an  accident  usually  received  by  force, 
applied  either  directly  to  the  parts  or  iudi- 
rectly  through  the  arm  from  the  elbow  or 
hand.  This  latter  point  is  sometimes  of  use 
in  detecting  the  difference  between  a  fracture 
of  1  he  neck  of  the  humerus  and  a  dis'ocation. 

'  In  fractures  the  lesion  is  almost  always  from 
'  direct  injury,  while  in  dislocation  it  is  more 
'  commonly  indirect.  In  a  fracture  there  is also  crepitation  and  usually  elevating  of  the 
limb,  while  the  position  of  the  arm  is  quite 
different  from  this  which  I  have  already 
shown  you. 

The  cU'ef  difficulty  in  diagnosis  will  arise 
in  these  cases  when  the  head  of  the  bone  is 
knoci  ed  off  and  at  the  same  time  driven  from 
the  glenoid  fossa.  I  1  these  rases  there  will  be 
or-  inary  signs  of  dislocation,  flatness  of  the 
shoulder,  a  hard  trmor  in  the  axilla,  etc.,  but 
there  will  also  be  crepitation  and  this  tumor 
will  not  move  in  accord  with  the  shaft  of  the 
bone  below.  If  the  patient  is  fully  etherized 
there  nejd  seldom  be  an  a  mistake  in  regard 
to  eith-r  of  these  accidents. 
There  is  an  error  in  diagnosis,  which  is 

sometimes  made  in  regard  to  contusion  of 
the  deltoid  muscle.  When  injured,  it  quite 
frequently  atrophies  so  that  the  shoulder  pre- 

sents very  much  the  same  flattened  appear- 
ance seen  in  cas  s  of  disloc  itiou;  yet  the  ax- 

illary lumor  is  wan  ing,  and  although  the 
acromion  is  prominent,  yet  the  fingers  cannot 
be  locked  beneath  it  w±th  that  readiness 
which  is:  so  characteristic  when  the  head  of  the 
bone  lies  in  the  axilla. 

In  regai  d  to  trea  ment.  In  all  recent  cases 
reduction  is  usually  easily  accomplished;  after 
four  weeks  it  becomes  move  difficult,  and  after 
twelve  it  is  frequently  impossible.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  I  prefer  the  method  of 
White  or  La  Mcthe,  i.  e.,  making  extension 

upon  the  arm  d'rectly  upward  in  the  line  of the  axis  of  the  body  the  acromion  being  fixed 
by  the  heel  of  the  surgeon,  while  an  as- 

sistant places  his  fi-t  in  the  axilla, 
simultaneously  to  lift  cut  the  head 
of  the  bone,  and  retain  it  there  while 
the  arm  is  quickly  brought  down  to  the  side 
and  across  the  chest,  the  fist  also  acting  as  a 
fulcrum,  ia  case  the  head  has  not  previously 
assumed  its  normal  position.  This  is,  more 

properly  speaking,  Dupuytron's  modifi- 
cation of  La  Mothe's  method,  and  is 

the  one  I  like  best,  although  perhaps 
the  most  common  operation  is  that 

practiced  by  Coop  r,  ?'.  e.,  making  the 
extension  downward  with  the  heel  ̂ in  the  ax- 

illa to  fix  the  scapula  and  subsequently  to  act 
as  a  fulcrum  when  the  arm  is  carried  across  to 
the  opposite  side. 
Sometimes  th  extension  is  made  directly 

outward,  and  in  fact  any  of  these  methods  are 
usually  effectual  in  recent  cases,  the  chief 
object  being  to  draw  the  head  from  the  point 
where  it  is  held  by  the  projecting  rim  of  the 
glenoid  cavity.  Opposition  of  stretced  mus- 

cles is  best  overcome  by  free  etherization  and 
by  elevat  ng  the  arm,  thus  bringing  the  points 
of  insertion  nearer  to  those  of  origin.  The  ten- 

sion up  n  the  supra-spinatus  will  be  greatly 
relieved  by  this  manipulation  as  you  must  see, 
and  the  in^ra-spinatus  and  teres  miuor  may  be 
similarly  relaxed  by  rotating  the  arm  so  as  to 
turn  the  great  tuberosity  nearer  to  this  point 
of  origin. 

When  all  the  muscles  are  relaxed,  reduction 
is  easy,  and  it  was  upon  this  principle  of  al- 

lowing the  muscles  themselves  to  pull  a  dis- 
placed mem'oi  r  into  position  that  the  method 

termed  u  manipulation"  was  introduced,  aud 
which  is  so  successful  in  many  displacements 
of  various  articulations  of  the  body.  In  this 
method  the  arm  is  raised,  as  directed  by  Smith, 
alongside  of  the  head,  the  forearm  flexed, 
the  hand  then  strongly  supinated,  and  the  hu- 

merus rolled  out,  thus  relaxing  ev^ry  muscle 
which  is  at  fault,  but  especially  he  supra  and 
infra-spinati.  The  arm  is  now  brought  down 
to  the  -ide,  being  retained  iQ  its  same  rotated 
condition  until  the  elbow  touches  the  thorax, 
where  the  forearm  is  suddenly  pronatel  and 
thrown  across  the  chest. 
Any  of  these  means  will  answer  well  in 

simple  cases  ;  in  complicated  ones  they  may 
all  fail,  but  you  must  not  be  discouraged,  since 
success  ofien  crowns  long  unrewarded  effort. 

In  old  cases  your  every  ingenuity  will  be 
taxed,  since  the  rent  in  the  ca  sular  lig  iment 
often  heals,  and  strong  inflammatory  adhe- 

sions bind  the  bone  in  its  unnatural  position. 
In  ihese  cases  great  care  is  to  be  exercise. t 

in  breaking  up  thes  adhesions,  lest  the  axil- 
lary artery,  which  is  sometimes  fastened  in 

the  deposit,  be  torn  and  an  aneurism  follow. 
Rotation  must  be  gently  performed  at  first, 
no  haste  being  used,  until  little  by  little  the 
bands  give  way  and  the  head  moves  freely. 
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Theo,  and  only  then,  is  reduction  to  be  insti- 
tuted. 

Should  all  the  above  described  methods  fail, 
a  fillet  may  be  attached  to  the  arm  and  sev- 

eral assistants,  or  the  pullejs,  employ ea 
to  make  the  requisite  extension.  En  all  these 
dilticult  cases  no  special  rules  need  to  be  fol- 

lowed ;  use  common  sense— look  f->r  the  indi- 
cations and  fulfil  them  by  appropriate  mea- 

sures. Remember  the  anatomy  of  the  muscles, 
and  use  your  powers  in  the  direction  in  which 
they  will  offer  least  resistance,  and  do  not 
pull  so  hard  as  to  lacerate  the  artery.  If 
reasonable  f  rce  fails,  after  two  r  three  faith- 

ful trials^it  is  better  to  a(low  the  bone  to  re- main unreduced  and  form  a  new  socket  for 
itsi  If  upon  the  m ck  of  the  scapula,  than  to 
run  the  risk  of  damaging  the  artery  or  nerves. 
A  Jarvis  adjuster  is  an  instrument  of  great 
power,  but  must  be  used  with  caution. 

Editorial  Department. 

Ulcer  of  Tongue. 
The  last  case,  a  boy  of  10  years,  has  seven 

small  ulcers  beneath  his  tongue  and  up  »n  tb 
mucous  lining  of  his  cheeks]  which  he  saj  jj 
have  resisted  treatment  for  several  weeks,  anr 
are  quite  painful 

As  you  fook  at  him  I  think  you  will  pe:18!1 
ceive  the  cause  of  this  obstinacy.  H^  hai3.1 
eczema  capitis— enlarged  cervical  glands! 
tarsal  ophthalmia,  a  pale  face  and  variou  "J other  evidences  of  a  strumous  taint.  We  mas  I 
then  attack  the  disease  constitut  ooally,  wit!tl 
ol.  morh.  £j  ,  and  syr.  ferri.  iodid.,  gtt.  x.  t.  c  J 
and  milk,  egg*,  beef,  good  air  and  exercise.  :tt 

Loca  ly  we  will  use  Monsel's  solution  -4dj 
ferri., subulph., diluted  with  two  parts  of  wateiff 
twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  keeping  th  ! 
parts  washed  with  green  tea  at  the  interme  ' dia  e  times. 

Tinct.  ferri.  chlor.  or  cupri  sulph.,  gr.  iv.  1 1 
f.^j.  of  water  would  answer  nearly  as  well.  'ie 
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Periscope 

The  Treatmeat  of  Inflammation. 
Dr.  Charles  Murchison  savs  in  a  lecture 

published  in  the  British  Medical  Journal : 
I  can  here  do  no  more  than  sketi  h,  in  a  few 

lines,  some  of  the  leading  principles  which 
ought  to  guide  you  i  i  the  treatment  of  inflam- 
mation. 

1.  Remove,  if  possible,  the  caus<>  of  the  in- 
flammation. 1  his  is  the  first  object  alwavs  to 

be  fcirned  at.  If  it  can  be  effected  it  will  do 
more  good  than  all  other  remedies  put  togeth- 

er. You  cannot  fail  to  perceive  how  useless  it 
would  be  to  treat  with  blood-letting,  purga- 

tives, and  other  measures,  an  inflammation  of 
the  eye,  or  of  the  areolar  tissue,  and  depend- 

ing on  the  presence  of  a  for  igu  body  as  long 
as  the  foreign  body  was  allowed  to  remain. 
The  surgeon  has  many  opportunities  of  re- 

moving the  cause  of  inflammation.  He  does 
this,  for  example,  every  time  that  he  puts  and 
maintains  in  apposition  the  brokeu  ends  of  a 
fractured  bone,  or  that  he  extracts  a  seques- 

trum of  necrosed  bone,  or  a  calculus  from  the 
urinary  bladder,  or  that  he  dilates  a  stricture 
of  the  urethra.  The  physician,  unfortunately, 
is  often  unable  to  say  what  is  the  cause  of  the 
inflammations  which  come  under  his  care,  or, 
if  he  know  the  cause  he  may  be  powerless  to 
remove  it ;  still  it  is  in  this  direction  that  he 
ought  to  strive.  When  inflammation  of  the 
stomach  is  excited  by  chemical  or  other  irri- 

tants, the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  pump  out 
or  neutralize  the  poison.    When  inflammation 

of  the  same  organ  is  due  to  the  practice  of  fre 
quent  sipping  of  alcohol,  a  removal  of  the 
cause  suffices  to  effect  a  cuie ;  and  all  attempts 
at  cure,  while  the  cause  remains,  are  useless 
Inflammation  of  the  bowels  may  be  excitec 
by  accumulations  of  faces,  and  witl  cease  or 
thejr  removal.  In  uremic  gastro-enteritis  the 
main  thing  to  be  done  is  to  endeavor  to  re- 11 store  the  action  of  the  kidneys;  and  in  inflam 
mation  of  the  lungs  from  inhalation  of  irrita 
ting  particles  of  dust,  the  patient  must  first  off 
all  renounce  his  injurious  occupation.  Lastly 
in  certain  cases  of  protracted  pyelitis  from  the 
lodgment  of  a  stone  in  the  kidney,  an  attempt 
to  remove  the  stone  by  surgical  means  is  a 
feasible  operation. 

2.  Prevent  a  far  as  possible  any  further 
stimulus  to  the  inflamed  part.   Remove  light \ 
Irom  the  inflamed  eye  and  sound  from  the  in- 

flamed ear,  and  prevent  food  from  entering 
the  inflamed  stomach.    In  gastritis  the  dietf 
should  be  restricted  to  iced  milk  in  small 
quantities.    However  low  the  patient  may  be 
it  would  be  manifestly  hurtful  to  give  him  al-f 
cohol  by  the  mouth  ;  but,  if  necessary,  it  may 
be  given  by  the  rectum.   For  a  like  reason  a 
patient  with  inflammat  on  of  the  lungs  or  kid- 

neys must  be  preserved  from  draughts  of  cold 1 
air  ;  and  in  acute  peritonitis  from  s  ispected  I 
perforation  of  the  bowel,  absolute  rest  of  bodyf 
is  of  paramount  importance,  while  the  vermic- ular  action  of  the  intestines  is  suspended  by 
the  free  administration  of  opium. 

3.  Always  endeavor  to  discover  the  consti-^ 
tutional  peculiarities  of  the  individual,  and  re- 
member  that  for  some  varieties  of  inflamma- 

tion we  possess  what  may  be  called  specific 



.pril  20,  1872.] Periscope. 349 

medies.  Mercury  will  cure  the  inflammations 
sj  constitutional  sy  philis,  and  colchicum  with 
ti  jkalies  those  of  gout.    Iodide  of  potassium 
a  flms  to  act  in  a  specific  manner  upon  perios- 
ai  al  inflammations,  chlorate  of  potash  on  ul- 

rative  stomatitis,  and  arsenic  on  certain  in- 
)t  animations  of  the  skin.    Much  difference  of 
j  union,  as  you  are  aware,  has  existed  on  the 
I  ility  of  mercury  in  inflammation.    At  one 
I  ne  most  patients  with  infla  nraation  were 
a  livated,  whereas  now  the  drug  is  almost 
I  iiversally  condemned,  not  only  as  useless, 
t  it  as  positively  injurious.    Tlie  main  cause 
I  '  thr  differences  of  opinion  which  still  ex 
i  jfc  on  the  matter  is  to  be  found  in  tl  e  non- 
f  .cognition  of  the   constitutional  varieties 
If  inflammation.     In  rheumatic  perica  di- 
\fi  mercury  has  been  proved,  times  without 
imber,  to  be  useless,  and  in  thesmany  in- 

animations to  which  persons  with  disease  of 
le  kidneys  are  liable  it  is  always  hurtful ; 
it  tu  syphilitic  iritis,  and  syphilitic  iuflam- 
ation  of  the  lungs,  liv  r  ur  other  organs, 
eicury  ofter  acts  like  a  charm.  I  am  speak- 
g  now  of  the  constitutional  effects  of  mercu- 
r  when  given  in  frequent  small  doses.  As 
1  occasional  aperient,  or  in  conjunction  with 
3ium  to  counteract  its  constipating  effect, 
.er>  uty  may  be  useful  in  other  forms  of  in. 
amma  ion  than  the  syphilitic. 

L  4  Moderate  vascular  action  in  the  inflamed 
i(Jart;  but,  in  attempting  to  do  this,  keep  in 
t]iew  the  general  condition  of  the  patient. 
Remembering  that  increased  vascular  action 
L  in  most  instances  the  chief  phenomenon 

'  mrking  |he  origin  and  spread  of  inflammation, 
"  is  clear  that  one  of  the  chief  objects  in  tieat- J  ^ient  must  be  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  blood, 

Lfld.d  the  rapidity  of  its  circulation  in  the  in- 
lf;amed  part.    The  principal  measures  which 
)joave  been  recommended  for  thi-  purpose  are 
.'3  follows : 
J  a.  Blood-letting.— According  to  the  manner  in 
,  hich  the  blood  is  drawn,  blood-lettiug  is  said 

be  either  general  or  local.    In  the  former 
ase,  blood  is  laken  from  one  opening  in  a 
rge  vein,  and  its  removal  can  only  act  upon 

Ore  inflamed  part  through  the  general  circula- 
tion ;  in  the  latter  case,  we  endeavor  by  a 

!]..umber  of  small  openings  into  minute  vessels 
•hade  by  leech-bites,  or  the  scarificator  of  a 
tipping  instrument,  to  take  blood  directly 
;oi  1  the  part  which  is  inflamed.    You  are 
fjware  that  blood-letting,  both  general  and 
l)cai,  was  at  one  time  the  universal  treatment 
"'or  inflammation,  but  that  the  letting  of  blood 
|i  any  way  is  now  one  of  the  rarest  of  surgi- 

cal operations.   In  my  introductory  lecture  I 
jointed  out  to  you  that  an  attempt  had  been 
?iade  to  account  for  this  revolution  in  medi- 

al practice  on  the  supposition  that  inflamma- 
tions had  changed  their  type  ;  that  formerly 

ley  were  sthenic  and  required  blood-letting, 
ut  that  now  they  are  astnenic  and  are  in- 

ured by  depletion.  I  endeavored  to  show  you, 
'  owever,  that  this  view  of  the  matter  is  un- mable;  and  I  need  only  now  repeat  that  in 

some  parts  of  the  world  it  is  p till  the  fashion 
to  treat  inflammations  by  copious  blood  let- 

ting, and  that  it  is  difficult  to  ima  rine  how  the 
type  of  inflammation  could  have  changed  in 
one  country  au<1  not  in  another.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  much  mischief  was  done  in 
former  days  by  copious  general  bleedings  in 
inflammation.  In  Tder  to  diminish  effectu- 

ally the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  inflamed 
part  through  the  general  circulation,  it  is  ne- 

cessary to  ta'sre  such  a  quantity  of  blood  that 
its  quality  becomes  impoverished,  while  the 
heart's  action  is  weakened  and  the  repa  ative 
powers  of  the  systec  are  impaired.  But  the 
same  objection  does  not  apply  to  local  bleed- 

ings. In  many  of  the  inflammations  at  or 
near  the  surface  of  the  body  wl  ich  come  un- 

der the  notice  of  the  surgeon,  the  effect  of 
local  bleeding  in  relieving  pain,  diminishing 
congestion,  and  otherwise  moderating  the  in- 

tensity of  the  in  flammatory  process,  is  so  im- 
mediate and  marked  that  is  difficult  to  under- 

stand the  modera  antipathy  in  this  country  to 
blood-letting  in  any  form.  It  U  argued  that 
the  loss  of  even  a  small  quantity  of  blood 
weakens  the  entire  system,  anjl  especially  im- 
pairs  the  vitality  of  the  inflamed  part ;  but 
such  stateme*  ts  ha,ve  been  chiefly  advance! 
by  writers  who  have  had  little  or  no  experi- 

ence of  the  eflects  of  blood  letting  themselves, 
and  are,  as  I  think,  contrary  to  the  evidence 
of  our  senses,  while  repea  edly  you  will  have 
occasion  to  observe  that  a  congestion  nf  the 
brain  or  of  the  lungs  is  at  once  relieved  by  a 
natural  hemorrhage— by  a  copi  >us  epistaxis 
or  hemoptysis.  Tnere  is  one  important  differ- 

ence, however,  as  regards  local  bleeding,  be- 
tween an  inflammation  of  some  internal  organ 

and  one  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  body.  In 
the  latter  case  there  is  no  difficulty  in  under- 

standing how  meal  bleeding  diminishes  the 
quantity  of  blood  in  the  inflamed  part,  but  it 
is  not  so  in  the  former.  When,  for  instance, 
you  apply  leeches  to  the  chest  in  a  c  se  of 
pleurisy ,  you  draw  blood  from  the  skin,  but  how 
i*  this  to  relieve  the  inflamed  pleura  ?  The 
opponents  of  blood-letting  say  that  the  vessels 
ot  the  pleura  ca  1  only  be  affected  through 
the  general  circulation,  and  that  the  amount 
of  blood  drawn  by  the  leeches  is  much  too  small 
to  operate  beneficially  in  this  way ;  yet,  on 
calm  consideration,  you  must  see  that  it  is  not 
necessary  for  local  depletion  to  act  beneficially 
Lhat  it  should  do  so  through  the  general  cir- 

culation. It  may  do  so  through  the  nearest 
arterial  trunk,  which  is  in  common  to  the  ex- 

ternal surface  and  the  inflamed  organ.  The 
intercostal  artery  can  oniy  transmit  a  certain 
amount  of  blood,  and  when  the  bkod  is  made 
to  flow  from  its  superficial  branches,  less  will 
go  to  the  deeper  branches.  But  whatever  be 
the  explanation  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
clinical  fact  that  the  intensity  of  inflammation 

may  often  be  moderated  by  local  blood-letting, 
and  this,  too,  without  any  injury  to  the  pa- 

tient. In  inflammations,  for  example,  of  the 
liver  or  intestines,  I  have  repeatedly  observed 
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the  most  marked  and  immediate  relief  follow 
the  appl  cation  of  leeches  to  the  abdomen  or 
around  the  anus.  Still,  you  must  not  have  re- 

course to  blood-letting  in  every  case  of  inflam- 
mation. It  is  only  in  the  eaily  stages  of  in- 

flammation, or  when  it  is  advancing,  that  you 
can  expect  it  to  do  good.  You  must  also  ab- 

stain from  blood-letting  in  persons  of  debili- 
tated constitution,  or  when  the  inflammation 

has  been  excited  by  an  animal  poison  or  some 
other  morbid  condition  of  the  blood. 

b.  Cold.— The  common  practice  in  this  coun- 
try is  to  apply  moist  heat  to  an  inflamed  part 

on  the  surface  of  the  Dody  from  the  very  com- 
mencement;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me 

that  any  scientific  reason  can  be  given  for 
the  practice.  Heat  increases  determination 
of  blood  to  a  part,  and  therefore  seems  caleu 
lated  to  increase  the  inflammation  ;  whereas 
cold  constricts  the  vessels  and  diminishes  the 
supply  of  blood,  and  in  Germany  more  espe- 

cially has  been  found  most  <  flicacious  in  sub- 
duing inflammation.  On  tins  ̂ ubjpct  I  would 

advise  your  reading  ao  admirable  essay  bv 
Professor  Esmarch  of  Kiel,  enti  1  d  On  the 
Use  of  Cold  in  Surgery.  Professor  Esmarcu 
declares  thit  of  all  remedies  for  surgical 
ii  flammations  it  is  most  important,  and  that 
wiihout  it  he  would  rather  not  be  a  sur- 

geon. The  continuous  application  of  cold 
by  means  of  ice-bags  has  also  been  found  very 
efficacious  in  some  inflammations  which  come 
under  thp  care  of  the  physician,  as  in  rheu- 

matic inflammation  of  the  joints,  and  inflam- 
mations of  internal  parts  which  are  near  the 

surface,  as  the  pericardium  and  peritoneum. 
But  in  deep-seated  inflammations,  cold  to  the 
surface  may  act  injuriously  by  driving  blood 
from  the  skin  to  the  inflamed  part.  Cold  is 
also  contra-indicated  when  the  inflammatory 
process  is  subsiding,  and  when  we  have  to 
deal  so.ely  with  its  products.  Under  th/se 
circumstances —  i 

c  External  Heat,  in  the  form  of  poultices 
andfomenta  ions,  will  be  preferable,  by  means 
of  which  we  hope  to  produce  a  derivation  of 
blood  from  the  part  to  the  skin. 

d.  Counter-irritation  by  sinapisms,  turpen- 
tine stupes,  and  blisters,  acts  in  a  similar  man- 
ner to  external  heat,  and  is  often  or  great 

utility.  One  caution  I  would  give  you  re- 
specting blisters:  they  are  often  applied  in 

the  early  stage  of  inflammation;  and  when 
this  is  near  the  surface,  as  in  pleurisy,  pericar- 

ditis, or  peritonitis,  the  irrigation  maybe  pro- 
pagated inward,  and  increase  the  mischief 

which  they  are  in  ended  to  allay.  It  is  in 
chronic  inflammations  that  blisters  are  most 
useful. 

e.  Purgatives  were  at  one  time  used  to  a 
mischievous  extent  in  all  inflammations  ;  but 
in  inflammations  of  certain  parts  of  the  body 

they  certainly  act  moss  efh*  -aciously,  by  caus- ing a  derivation  of  blood  from  the  inflamed 
part.  In  inflammatory  affections  of  the  liver, 
tne  best  treatment  is  ofte  i  free  purgation. 
Purgatives  in  moderation  are  also  useful  as 

one  means  of  elimination  from  the  body  the 
products  of  inflammatory  pyrexia. 
fi  Position  may  modify  the  amount  of  blood 

in  any  inflamed  part.  When  a  limb  is  in- 
flamed, you  take  care  not  to  let  it  hang  down ; 

when  there  is  inflammat  on  within  the  crani 
um,  it  is  well  to  keep  the  head  raised  ;  and 
when  there  is  inflammation  of  the  spinal  cord 
or  its  membranes,  the  patient  had  better  not 
lie  on  uis  back. 

g.  Belladonna,  when  applied  locally  to  an 
inflame^  part,  causes  constriction  of  the  ves- 

sels, diminishes  the  supply  of  blood,  and  often 
gives  great  relief;  but  in  the  case  of  internal 
inflammations  there  is  no  reas  >n  to  .hink  that 
belladonna  entering  the  blood  would  exert  its 
constricting  effect  on  the  vessels  in  the  in- 

flamed in  preference  to  those  of  any  other 

part. 

5  You  will  treat  the  pyr-xia  accompa- 
nying inflammation  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  my  last  lecture.  You 

will  remember  that  aconite  is  often  of 
great  value  for  reducing  the  pulse  $  nd  tem- 

perature in  the  pyrexia  of  inflammation,  and 
that  antimony  is  especially  useful  in  the  same 
way  in  inflammations  of  the  mucous  mem- 

brane ot  the  air  passages,  where  it  also  ap- 
pears to  relieve  congestion  by  promoting  free 

transudation  to  the  free  surface  of  the  in- 
flamed membrane.  As  I  have  already  told 

you,  antimony  is  contraindicated  when  the 
heart's  action  is  weak  As  regards  diet  and 
stimulants,  yo  i  must  be  guided  by  the  same 
rules  in  inflamma  ion  as  in  pyrexia.  In  the 
advanced  stages  of  inflammation,  and  especi- 

ally when  there  is  suppuration,  ulceration, 
or  gangrene,  it  w  11  be  necessary  to  give 
abundance  of  nutritious  food  and  to  stimulate 
lreely.  Under  these  circumstances,  also, 
benefU  will  be  derived  from  quinine, iron,  and 
tl  e  mineral  acids. 

6.  Sedatives,  but  particularly  opium  and  \ts 
prt  parations,  are  often  of  great  use  in  inflam- 

mations, for  relieving  pain,  procuring  sleep, 
keeping  the  inflamed  parts  at  rest,  and  ren- 

dering them  less  irritable.  In  acute  inflam- 
mation of  the  peritoneum,  opium  in  large  and 

repeated  doses  is  a  remedy  on  which  we  mainly 
rely  ;  but  opium  in  any  form  ought  never  to 
be  given  in  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  and 
only  with  the  greatest  caution  in  inflamma- 

tory affections  of  the  lungs.  In  the  former 
case  it  increases  the  difficulty  which  the  in- 

flamed kidneys  have  aheady  to  contend  with 
in  eliminating  the  products  of  pyrexial  meta- 

morphosis ;  in  the  latter,  it  leads  to  the  accu- 
mulation in  the  bronchi  of  inflammatory  pro- 

ducts, and  thus  favors  a  fatal  termination  by 

apnrea. 7.  Lastly,  in  the  treatment  of  inflammations 
you  must  ever  keep  in  view  the  dangers  likely 
to  arise  from  derangement  of  the  functions  of 
the  inflamed  part.  In  gastritis  you  will  be- 

ware of  irritating  the  stomach  by  drugs  or  by 
inappropriate  food  or  stimulants,  and  in  ex- 

treme cases  you  will  give  nutriment  for  a  time 
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entirely  by  the  rectum  ;  in  enteritis  you  will 
check  diarrhea  ;  in  laryngitis  you  will  be  pre- 

pared to  admit  air  to  the  lungs  by  tracheoto- 
my ;  in  accumulations  of  inflammatory  pro- 

ducts in  the  pleura  you  will  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  paracentesis;  and  when  the  lum-s 

are  so  extensively  inflamed  or  congested  that 
the  portion  which  remains  free  does  not  suf- 

fice to  transmit  the  blood  of  the  entire  body, 
and  the  patient  is  threatened  with  asphyxia, 
you  must  not  scruple  in  having  recourse  to 
venesection. 

Inebriates  and  their  Cure. 

Dr.  Dodge,  of  the  New  York  State  Inebri- 
briate  Asylum,  says  in  his  last  report: 

I  will  now  consider,  first,  what  is  meant  by 
an  inebriate;  secondly,  how  and  by  what 
means  a  cure  can  be  affected. 
There  is  a  class  of  persons  in  our  midst 

whose  temperament  and  physical  constitution 
are  such  that,  when  they  once  indulge  in  the 
use  of  alcoholic  drioks,  they  not  only  recog- 

nize what  appears  to  them  a  pleasure,  but  an 
actual  necessity.  A  man  of  this  peculiar 
habit  and  disposition  takes  h  s  first  social 
glass,  and  gradually  and  uncouscious>y  be- 

comes a  moderate  drinker.  The  poiut  or 
time  when  he  ceases  to  be  a  moderate,  and 
becomes  an  excessive  drinker,  he  is  uuaole  to 
see  or  determine.  He  realizes  the  fact  that 
he  ha9  at  last  become  the  slave  to  a  despotic 
appetite — his  whole  organization  is  changed, 
his  moral  nature  is  perverted,  his  intellectual 
faculties  are  blunted,  and  he  finally  succumbs 
to  a  morbid  appetite  and  a  disease  that  is 
rapidly  destroying  mind  and  body.  In  this 
state  bis  stomach,  nervous  system  and  brain, 
demand  and  continually  cry  out  for  their  ac- 

customed stimulant,  and  admit  of  no  denial. 
In  his  case  there  is  a  constant  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  stimulus  taken,  and  it  is  a  patho- 

logical truth  that  there  is  a  proportional  di- 
minution in  its  effects,  until  the  time  will 

finally  arrive  when  the  confirmed  inebriate, 
cachectic  physically,  and  demented  and  im- 
bruted  mentally,  has  but  one  single  object  to 
live  for,  viz. :  to  satisfy  a  moi  bid  appetite  and 
craving  for  alcohol,  when  really  enough  can- 

not be  taken  to  support  an  exhausted  sys- 
tem. This  class  of  inebriates  illustrates  a 

form  of  mental  derangement  known  as  dipso- 
mania, from  which  but  few  if  an}-  ever  re- 
cover. Fortunately,  this  hopeless  class  are 

comparatively  few  in  number.  That  man  is 
truly  suffering  from  a  weakness,  and  that 
weakness  is  both  a  functional  and  organic  dis- 

ease which  he  is  absolutely  powerless  to  re- 
lieve and  cure  unassisted,  since,  in  addition  to 

the  habit,  the  same  weakness  of  will  that  lead 
to  the  disease,  obstructs  its  removal.  These 
cases  evidently  possess  a  peculiarity  of  consti- 

tution or  temperament  which  may,  with  pro- 
priety, be  termed  au  alcoholic  idi  Mmesasy. 

Another  peculiar  feature,  in  connection  with 
one  class  of  inebriates  is,  an  alcoholic  diathe- 

sis, or  hereditary  predisposition  to  drunken- 
ness. This  is  not  only  evident,  but  well 

marked  in  a  goodly  number  of  patients  ad- 
mitted to  this  asylum.  The  statistics  show  a 

large  percentage  who  have  intemperatj,  or 
who  have  had  intemperate  parents  or  ances- 

tors. Ifiad,by  referring  to  the  record,  that  out 
of  three  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  the  whole 
number  admitted  during  the  past  twriity 
months,  one  huudred  and  eighty-niue  have 
inl  erited  the  disease  from  iutemperate  par- 

ents or  ancestors,  and  these  men  are  nearly 
a  1  periodical  drinkers.  It  is  a  well  estab- 

lished fact,  that  i  f  those  who  inherit  the  pre- 
disposition to  alcoholism,  by  far  the  largest 

proportion  lead  a  miserable  eisxtence,  and 
few  escape  being  afflicted  with  disease  or 
physical  deformity,  and  frequently  with  both 
combined  in  one ;  and  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that 
of  all  the  crimes  committed,  seventy-five  per 

I  cent,  is  chargeable  to  intemperance  alone.  It 
furnishes  a  large  majority  of  subjects  for  our 
poor-houses,  insane  asylums,  work-houses, 
penitentiaries  and  prisons.  What  is  equally 
as  well  known  to  medical  men,  is  the  patho- 

logical fact  or  facts  that  intemperance  is  a 
frequent  cause  of  scrofula,  and  may  be  held 
responsible  for  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
ot  all  th*  cases  of  idiocy  and  insanity;  and 
when  we  add  to  disease  and  dementia,  that 
intemperance  is  the  father  of  all  crime,  how 
necessary,  how  imperative,  that  the  State 
should  come  to  the  relief  of  the  public  by 
providing  suitable  asylums  for  the  inebriate, 
where  he  may  resort  for  cure  and  reformation, 
thus  lessening  the  temptation  to  inebriety 
and  decreasing  the  number  of  its  victims. 
Admit  ing  the  fact,  that  we  cannot  entirely 
rtmove  the  one  great  cause  of  disease  and 
Crime,  it  is  none  the  less  our  duty  to  do  all  in 
our  power  to  lessen  the  temptation  to  intem- 

perance, and  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the 
unfortunate  inebriate  and  the  evil  conse- 

quences followins'in  the  wake  of  his  deplor- able habit.  By  such  a  course  we  shall  merit 
the  thanks  and  blessings  of  all  directly  inter- 

ested parties  aud  at  the  same  time  perform 
excellent  seivice  to  the  State. 

Secondly.  How  and  by  what  means  a  cure 
is  effected.  Nearly  all  pat  cuts  on  their  ad- 

mission, require  medical  treatment.  Stimu- 
lant, sedative  and  narcotic  remedies  are  usu- 
ally administered  at  the  outset,  followed  by 

alterative  medicines  to  improve  and  correct 
the  secretions  ;  after  which,  tonics,  both  vege- 

table and  mineral,  are  given,  calculated  to 
add  tone  and  strength  to  the  system.  When 
we  have  organic  disease,  appropriate  reme- 

dies, adapted  to  each  particular  case,  are  ad- 
ministered to  relieve  and  assist  nature  in  re- 

moving tho.cn—  Outside  of  these  functional 
and  organic   difficulties  very    little  medical 

j  treatment  is  demanded  or  required.  Our 
main  rrliance  is  upon  sanitary  measures,  re- 

medial rather  than  medicinal,  and  essential  to 
improve  and  invigorate  the  phytic*]  organi- 

zation, and  as  a  result  adding  strength,  in  the 
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same  ratio  to  the  mental  faculties,  thus  ena- 

bling the  patient  in  the  future  to  assert  and 
maintain  his  st  lf-respect  and  self-control.  In 
this  connection,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that, 
as  soon  as  our  patient  is  convalescent,  but 
little,  if  any,  medicine  is  gfven,  and  our  main 
reliance  is  placed  upon  the  following  sanitary 
and  hygienic  measures  :  retirement  from  busi- 

ness and  the  busy  scenes  of  every  day  life, 
quiet,  reading,  writing,  pure  air,  well  ventila- 

ted rooms,  £Ood  nourishing  diet,  regular  hours 
for  meals,  rising  and  retiring,  proper  physical 
exercise,  such  as  our-door  games,  walking  and 
such  mechanical  employment  as  taste  and  in- 

clination may  dictate  and  opportunity  afford. 
These  measures  are  strongly  recommended 
and  urged  upon  all  as  conducive  to  a  health- 

ful condition  of  mind  and  body,  assisting  ma- 
terially in  breaking  up  former  habits  and 

association,  driving  from  the  mind  tbose  old 
companions  of  an  intemperate  life,  forming 
new  thoughts,  new  ideas  and  new  and  better 
habits,  necessitating  a  new  being  and  a  new 
life  in  every  respect,  and  finally  convincing 
all  reasonable  men  who  have  been  addicted 
to  the  excessive  use  of  strong  drinks  that 
stimu  ants  are  not  only  useless,  but  absolute- 

ly injurious. 

On  Liquid  Nitrous  Oxide. 

Prof.  E.  Andrews  writes  to  the  Chicago 
Medical  Examiner : 

It  is  well-known  that  under  a  pressure  of 
about  750  pounds  to  the  square  inch  nitrous 
oxide  condenses  to  a  li  juio",  while  the  free  ni- 

trogen and  oxygen,  contained  as  impurities  in 
it,  remain  in  the  gaseous  form  in  the  top  of 
the  receiver,  hence  the  condensation  serves  as 
a  means  of  separating  the  oxide  from  the 
other  gases.  The  liquid  was  contained  in  a 
strong  iron  flask  about  four  inches  wide  and 
twelve  inches  long.  When  it  was  desired  to 
use  the  anaesthetic  a  faucet  was  turned  slightly, 
allowing  the  gas  to  escape  into  a  rubber  tube 
leading  to  a  small  sack,  and  tnence  to  an  or- 

dinary inhaler,  so  contrived,  with  valves,  that 
the  inspirations  were  drawn  from  the  sack  and 
the  expirations  pass  into  the  open  air. 
Case  1.  Five  fingers  to  be  amputated  for 

frost  bite,  followed  by  mortification.  The  pa- 
tient came  under  the  influence  slowly  and 

with  difficulty.  At  length  his  consciousness 
seemed  to  be  gone,  and  his  countenance  pre- 

sented the  blue  asphyxiated  look  character- 
istic of  full  anaesthesia  by  nitrous  oxide,  never- 

theless he  writhed  and  struggled  during  a  large 
part  of  the  operation,  and  afterward  complain- 

ed that  he  felt  every  cut.  The  result  was  de- 
cidedly unsatisfactory. 

Case  2.  This  was  mortification  of  a  single 
finger  requiring  amputation.  The  patient  was 
given  the  gas  more  freely,  by  turning  on  a 
more  copious  stream  from  the  flask.  He  was 
anaesthetized  in  about  forty  seconds,  and  went 
through  the  operation  without  any  conscious- 

ness of  pain. 

Case  3.  This  was  an  operation  upon  vari- 
cose veins  in  the  leg.  The  patient  went  under 

the  influence  of  the  anaesthetic  in  thirty-five 
seconds,  obtaining  a  complete  insensibility. 
In  this  state  I  injected  the  veins  of  the  leg  in 
about  ten  places  with  tincture  of  iron,  without 
causing  any  pain. 

Case  4.  The  inhalation  commenced,  but  the 
supply  of  gas  gave  out,  and  the  anaesthesia 
ws  s  completed  with  ether. 

It  is  stated  that  the  operation  of  ovariotomy 
has  been  performed  under  the  successful  in- 

fluence of  th  s  anaesthetic  in  New  York. 
The  pre-  eut  state  of  knowledge  on  the  sub. 

ject,  derived  largely  from  my  own  investiga_ 

tions,  may  be  summed  up  in  the  following  pro" 
positions  : 1.  Nitrous  oxide  is  the  safest  anaesthetic 
known.  In  a  laborious  collection  of  statistics 
which  I  mide,  embracing  over  200,000  cases, 
[  showed  that  the  mortality  of  these  articles 
was  nearly  as  follows : 

Chloroform,  one  death  in  2,723  cases  ;  sul- 
phuric ether,  one  death  in  23,204  cases ; 

mixed  chloroform  and  ether,  one  death  iu 
5.588  ;  b  chloride  of  methylene,  one  dea  h  in 
about  7,000  ;  nitrous  oxide,  no  death  in  75,000. 
2  Nitrous  oxide  anaesthetizes  the  patient  in 

al  out  forty  seconds,  while  the  other  articles 
require  from  five  to  twenty  minutes.  The 
patient  also  awakes  quickly,  and  does  not  suf- 

fer from  nausea  afterward. 
3.  The  liquefaction  of  the  gas  renders  it 

portable,  so  that  it  can  now  be  easily  cariied 
to  patient's  houses. 

4.  The  expen  e,  after  the  manufacture  and 
sale,  are  well  established  and  will  probably  be 
less  than  that  of  ether 

5.  Nitrous  oxide  always  produces  a  purplish 
flush  of  the  face,  indicating  partial  asphyxia, 
though  without  any  sense  of  dyspnoei,  hence  it 
cannot,  in  prolonged  operations,  be  given  con- 

tinuously, but  must  be  alternated  with  short 
intervals  of  breathing  atmospheric  air,  renew- 

ing inhalation  of  the  gas  as  often  as  the  duski- 
ness of  the  countenance  subsides. 

6.  It  is  not  certain  yet  that  all  patients  can 
be  kept  steadily  asleep  in  this  manner.  Some 
of  them  seem  to  arouse  after  the  first  short 
sleep,  and  cannot  be  again  fully  quieted,  even 
if  the  gas  be  pushed  to  the  production  of  a 
decided  flush  of  asphyxia  in  the  countenance. 
Perhaps  further  experiments  will  remove  this difficulty. 

7.  Nitrious  oxide,  in  the  gaseous  form,  may 
be  mixed  with  one-fourth  its  bulk  of  free  oxy- 

gen, and  then  does  not  asphyxiate.  In  uuy 
experiments  on  this  subject  I  kept  one  patient 
nine  minutes  breathing  the  mixture,  but  the 
anaesthesia  was  less  profound  than  was  desir- 
able. 

8.  If  the  patient  be  kept  absolutely  on  pure 
nitrous  oxide  alone,  he  will  die  by  asphyxia 
in  spite  of  the  general  safety  of  the  article,  as 
it  is  incapable  of  oxidating  the  blood.  The 
assistant  administering  it  must  pay  attention 
to  this  matter,  and  give  atmospheric  air  as 
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required.  I  placed  a  rat  in  nitrous  oxide  gas 
from  a  dentist's  gasometer,  and  the  animal 
died  in  ten  minutes,  while  another  rat  placed 
in  a  jar  of  the  gas  mixed  with  pure  oxygen, 
remained  in  it  half  an  hour  and  was  taken  out 
alive. 

9.  Although  it  is  not  yet  certain  that  the 
nitrous  oxide  can  be  made  generally  available 
for  long  operations,  it  is  already  for  all  hhort 
ones  the  most  convenient,  safe  and  pleasant 
anaesthetic  known. 

On  Sea  Sickness, 

Sir  James  Alderson  says  on  this  subject 
in  the  British  Medical  Journal : 

Sickness  is  sometimes  produced  by  wall  zing. 
In  this  case  the  same  theory  *  f  pressure  on 
the  brain  holds  good ;  but  during  rapid  gyra- 

tion in  waltzing  the  blood  is  acted  on  differ- 
ently :  it  is  centrifugal  force  which  causes  the 

blood  to  rise  in  the  vessels  supplied  to  the 
brain.  There  is  an  additional  cause  of  cere- 

bral disturbance  from  the  confusion  of  objects 
rapidly  presented  to  the  eye  ;  from  this  comes 
giddiness. 

In  reference  to  sickness  brought  on  by 
swinging,  I  cannot  do  better  than  quote  Dr. 
Wollaston  :  "  Sickness,  by  swinging,  is  evi- 

dently from  the  same  cause  as  sea-sickness, 
and  tfcat  direction  of  the  motion  which  occa- 

sions the  most  piercing  sensation  of  uneasi- 
ness, is  conformable  to  the  same  explana- 

tion already  given.  It  is  in  de&cending  for- 
ward that  this  sensation  is  perceived,  for 

then  the  blood  has  the  greatest  tendency  to 
move  from  the  feet  toward  the  head,  since  the 
line  joining  them  is  in  the  direction  of  the 
motion  ;  but  when  in  the  decent  backward, 
the  motion  is  transverse  to  the  line  of  the 
body,  it  occasions  but  little  inconvenience, 
because  the  tendency  to  propel  the  blood 
towards  the  head  is  then  inconsiderable." 

This  last  observation  of  Dr.  Wollaston, 
quite  accurate  as  to  the  result,  plainly  sug- 

gests the  practial  bearing  of  the  subject. 
Knowing  the  mode  in  which  the  ship's  move- 

ment acts  on  the  brain,  we  are  at  once  fur- 
nished with  the  only  rational  way  of  averting seasickness. 

The  first  point  is  wholly  to  avoid  the  up- 
right posture.  Every  one  knows  that  it  is  a 

common  practice  to  lie  down,  and  this  is  done 
almost  instinctively,  but  it  is  also  known  that 
to  do  so,  though  frequently  successful,  is  not 
invariably,  so.  The  way  m  which  the  motion 
in  a  swing  affects  the  brain  affords  the  proper 
explanation  why  lying  down  is  not  invariably 
successful ;  and  shows  that  it  is  necessary,  not 
only  to  take  a  recumbent  position,  but  to  lie 
in  the  right  direction.  A  person  lying  down 
with  the  feet  toward  the  bows  of  a  ship  is, 
whilst  it  descends  in  pitching,  in  the  same 
position  as  a  person  in  a  swing  descending 
torward,  in  which  case  we  have  seen  that  sick- 

ness is  produced  by  blood  being  forced  upon 
the  brain.   On  the  contrary,  a  person  lyirg 

down  with  his  head  toward  the  bows  is,  dur- 
ing the  descent  of  the  ship,  in  the  position  of 

one  descending  backward  in  a  swing,  in 
which  case  the  pressure  by  the  biood  will  be 
toward  the  feet,  and,  therefore,  relief  rather 
than  an  inconvenience  will  be  felt,  the  ten- 

dency beinsj  to  reduce  the  natural  supply  of 
blood  to  the  brain.  It  is  necessary,  there- 

fore, not  only  to  lie  down,  but  to  do  so  with 
the  head  to  the  bows  ;  and  it  is  highly  desir- 

able tnat  thin  position  should  be  assumed  be- 
fore the  ship  begins  to  move.  There  is  a  sec- 

ondary advantage  to  be  gained  by  closing  the 
eyes,  and  so  {shutting  out  the  confusion  aris- 

ing from  the  movement  of  surrounding  ob- 

jects. 
It  the  philosophical  explanation  here  given 

be  the  correct  one,  which  there  is  no  rt  ason 
to  doubt,  it  adds  one  more  to  many  unanswer- 

able objectior  s  to  the  device  of  taking  pas- 
sengers in  lailwa.*  carriages  on  board  gigantic 

v*>sels.  No  relief  would  be  afforded  by  that 
plan  to  the  miseries  of  sea-sickness,  since,  ex- 

cept in  a  perfect  calm,  nothing  can  prevent 
the  rising  and  falling  of  the  ship,  and  the  con- 

sequent action  of  the  blood  upon  the  brain. 
Ti  e  sitting  posture  would  be  equally  unfavor- 

able with  the  upright,  and  there  would  be,  in 
addition,  the  common  motion  of  a  carriage, 
^hich  alone,  with  some  persons,  produces 
sickness. 

It  is  well  to  forbear  ima?  ining  the  miseries  of 
sitting,  shut  up,  face  to  face,  with  fellow  suf- 

ferers, and,  at  the  end  of  the  voyage,  of  miss- 
ing the  one  consolation  of  leaving  the  scene 

of  your  sickuess,  with  all  its  disgusting  evi- 
dences behind,  and  getting  into  a  clean  and 

pure  conveyance  free  frouj  late  contamina- 
tions. 

It  is  beside  the  subject  of  this  paper  to  dis- 
cuss the  danger  of  unstable  equilibrium  from 

deck-loading,  which  must  raise  the  center  of 
grav  ty  and  depress  the  mefcacenter;  also  to 
hint  that  engineers  may  promise  immunity 
from  danger,  whilst  the  melancholy  fate  of 
the  Captain  forbids  us  to  trust  in  their  scienti- 

fic calculations".  One  thing  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, that,  in  rough  weather,  deck-loading 

will  produce  heavy  rolling  motion. 

Management  of  Yellow  Fever. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  New  York  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine,  referred  to  in  the  New  York 

Medical  Journal,  Dr.  Nott  was  called  upon  to 
give  his  experience  in  the  practical  manage- 

ment of  the  disease.  He  said  that  the  clinical 
history  of  the  affection  was  well  defined  ;  and 
though  different  cases  varied  much,  the  follow- 

ing might  be  taken  as  an  example  of  its  typi- 
cal course  :  The  subject,  apparently  in  perfect 

health,  is  attacked  suddenly,  oftenest  perhaps 
at  night,  awaking  with  a  chill,  severe  head- 

ache, violent  pains  in  back,  limbs  and  other 
parts  of  the  body.  In  the  course  of  fifteen  to 
thirty  minutes  reaction  comes  on,  and  fever 
sets  in — not  very  high,  the  pulse  ranging  from 
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90  to  110.  This  pyrexia  may  last  from  thirty- 
six  to  seventy-two  hours;  its  usual  duration, 
in  the  disease  as  it  appears  at  Mobile  and 
New  Orleans,  being  forty  to  forty-eight  hours. 
Then  succeeds  the  stage  of  calm.  The  fever- 
ishness  is  gone,  the  pulse  normal,  the  skin 
naturally  moist,  the  tougue  healthy  in  appear- 

ance. This  continues  about  fortv-eight  hours 
longer,  bringing  the  case  to  the  end  of  the 
fourth  day.  Now  occurs  the  stage  of  c  'llapse , 
attended  with  black  vomit,  and  ending  in 
death,  which  begins  at  the  heart. 
As  to  treatment,  there  was  no  specific. 

Bleeding  was  out  of  date.  Mercury  was  use- 
less, and  so  were  purgatives.  Quinine  was  of 

value  only  to  relieve  the  muscular  pains,  which 
made  so  large  a  part  of  the  patient's  suffering. 
The  two  great  indications  were,  first,  to  dis- 

turb the  stomach  by  drugs  as  little  as  possible ; 
second,  to  preserve  the  patient's  strength 
against  the  stage  of  collapse,  which  must 
come.  He  mu-t  be  nursed  through,  not  forced 
through.  Careful  nursing  in  the  earlier  stages, 
judicious  support  in  the  latter,  were  about  the 
whole  treatment.  In  most  cases  alcoholic 
stimulants  were  required  by  the  third  or 
fourth  day,  the  special  form  being  a  matter  of 
taste.  Iced  mint-juleps  were  commonly  grate- 

ful; but  sometimes  champagne  had  the  best 
effect.  If  the  stomach  was  too  irritable  to 
take  stimulus  and  nutriment,  these  must  be 
administered  by  the  rectum.  It  was  very  im- 
porta  t  to  keep  the  pa  ient  in  the  recumbent 
position,  and  to  avoid  every  source  of  ex- 

haustion. If,  after  he  had  passed  the  fourth 
day,  you  could  only  ward  off  death  for  forty- 
eight  hours  longer,  he  was  pretty  sure  to  rally, 
and  then  to  enter  upon  a  rapid  convalescence. 
It  was  remarkable  that  a  man  could  come 
through  so  terrible  a  desease  with  so  littl 
sign  of  wear  and  tear.  Often  you  might  find 
him  heartily  enjoying  a  beefsteak  or  a  mutton- 
chop  eight  or  ten  days  after  he  had  been  lyiug 
at  the  point  of  death.  Herein  was  a  marked 
distinction  between  this  fever  and  inter- 

mittent or  remittent. 

The  older  writers  on  yellow  fever  spoke  of 
taking  with  advantage  even  one  hundred  or 
one  hundred  and  fitty  ounces  of  blood.  At 
the  present  day,  certainly,  such  treatment 
could  not  be  borne.  In  his  earlier  practice  the 
speaker  had  bled  two  yellow  fever  patients, 
and  one  fainted  at  ten  ounces,  the  other  at 
eight.  This  had  taught  him  a  lesson  ;  and 
s  nce  theo  he  had  seen  not  more  than  one  case 
in  forty  or  fifty  that  would  justify  the  lancet. 
It  might  be  used  when  braiu  sjmptoins  were 
manifested  ;  but  it  was  a  characteristic  of  the 
fever  that  the  mind  was  generally  clear 
throughout.  Yet  the  men  who  practiced  those 
heavy  bleediugs  had  as  good  minds,  at 
good  powers  of  observation,  as  our- 

selves. It  was  impossible  they  should  have 
be.  n  wholly  deceived  about  the  effect  of  the 
remedy  ;  and  the  only  reasonable  supposition 
was,  that  the  type  of  the  disease  had  changed. 

Air  in  the  Veins. 

M.  Trelat  related,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Soeiete  de  Chirurgie  of  Paris,  on  February 
21st,  an  important  case  in  which  sudden  death 
occurred  in  a  patient  from  whom  he  jvas  pro- 

ceeding to  remove  a  submaxillary  tumor.  The 
patient  changed  color  and  the  heart-sounds 
ceased  suddenly.  Artificial  respiration  and 
electrization  of  the  phrenic  nerve  ind'iced 
some  respirations  and  a  slight  return  of  color 
after  fifteen  minutes,  but  ineffectually.  At  the 
necropsy,  a  small  vein  opening  into  the  ex- 

ternal jugular,  was  found  to  have  been  par- 
tially divided  ;  ic  the  jugular  was  a  long  clot, 

segmented  by  air-bleb's,  and  other  bubbles  of air  were  found  in  one  of  the  mediastinal  veins 
and  the  posterior  cardiac  vein,  and  a  very 
notable  quantity  of  air  in  the  right  cardiac 
cavities.  The  question  raised  was,  whetner 
the  death  was  due  to  this  cause  or  to  the  ac- 

tion of  the  chlorofoim.  M.  Perrin  and  M. 
Marc  see  attributed  the  decith  to  chloroform  ; 
and  M.  Giraldes  believed  that  the  entrance  ol 
air  in  the  veius  acted  with  the  chloroform  in 
produciug  the  fatal  result.  He  stated  that,  in 
three  cases  of  death  from  chloroform,  he  had 
found  gases  in  the  heart,  in  the  vena  cava, 
and  even  in  the  veins  of  the  pelvis.  Roux 
had  made  a  similar  observation.  But  M. 
Depaul  pointed  out  that  the  air  in  this  case 
occupied  only  the  veius  going  to  the  heart, 
and  the  wounded  vein.  M.  Perrin  and  M. 
Depaul  were  much  in  favor  of  artificial  res- 

piration by  a  tracheal  catheter  and  bellows. 

The  Anato  y  of  Suicide. 
The  Academy  of  Sciences  has  received  a 

paper  in  whicn  M.  Descaisnes  seeks  to  ex- 
plain the  excess  of  suicide  which  has  long  dis- 

tinguished Paris.  With  all  our  November 
fogs  we  have  but  one  voluntary  death  in  175 
— a  sufficiently  distressing  proportion.  Paris 
has  one  in  72.  With  us,  the  proportion  tends 
to  decrease ;  iu  Paris,  unhappily,  it  continues 
to  augment.  M.  Descaisnes  invokes  as  causes 
— 1,  the  democratic  fury— morbus  democraticus 
—a  purely  imaginary  and  ideal  cause,  inas- 

much as  in  the  most  democratic  country  in 
the  world,  America,  the  suicides  are  most  fre- 

quent ;  2,  the  weakening  of  religious  faith  ;  3. 
the  progress  of  alcoholism.— British  Med.  Jou. 

Xylol  in  Small-pox. 
Dr.  BrjNNAN  says,  in  the  British  Medical 

Journal:  I  have,  during  the  last  few  weeks  of 
the  prevailing  epidemic  of  small-pox  here, 
used  xylol  with  most  satisfactory  results.  I  do 
not,  however,  agree  with  giving  it  in  capsules, 
as  recommended,  simply  on  account  of  the 
great  difficulty  generally  experienced  by  pa- 

tients in  swallowing  during  the  severer  stages 
of  the  disease;  nor  is  it  miscible  with  water 
alone, as  stated.  I  have  given  it  in  doses  to 
adults  of  20  minims  every  three  or  four  nours, 
either  in  milk  or  mixture  of  almonds ;  the  lat- 
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ter  I  prefer  I  should  be  glad  to  bear  of  its 
extensive  use,  as  I  believe  in  its  efficacy,  al- 

though I  cannot  define  its  specific  action. 

t    Poisoning  by  Vanilla-ices. 
The  German  medical  journals  call  atten- 

tion to  the  circumstance  that  several  cases 
of  poisoning  by  vaniila-ices  have  in  late 
years  occurred  in  Paris,  Altona,  Munich, 
Vienna,  and  other  places.  Matjrer  has  re- 

cently related  an  instance  in  which,  after  the 
use  of  these  ices,  a  large  family  suffered  from 
the  symptoms  described  as  having  been 
present  in  the  other  cases,  viz., frequeDt  vom- 

iting diarrhea,  assuming  in  some  of  the  pa- 
tients a  choleruorm  character.  All  the  pa- 
tients recovered.  What  the  nature  of  the 

poison  is,  has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  In 
two  observations  on  the  remaining  portions  of 
the  poisonous  ices,  traces  of  lead,  iron,  and 
tin  were  present;  but  the  combination  of 
lactic  acid  with  oxide  of  tin  has  been  ascer- 

tained not  to  be  poisono  is.  Schroff  be- 
lieves that  the  p  »ison  is  produced  by  the  use 

of  cashew-nut  oil  to  besmear  the  vanilla-pods. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 The  "  American  Antiquarian  Publish- 
ing Society"  have  undertaken  the  republica- 

tion of  a  fac  simile  of  Abbe  Claude  Quil- 
let's Callipcedice,  or  an  Art  how  to  have  Hand- 

some Children,  as  translated  and  printed  at 
London,  1708, 1710.  We  remember  examin- 

ing this  curious  treatise  some  years  ago,  and 
can  say  that  physiologically  (as  might  be 
guessed)  it  is  of  no  earthly  value.  The  first 
four  lines  explain  its  purpose  : 

"I  sing  the  pleasures  of  the  nuptial  bed, 
And  the  fair  product  of  the  genial  seed, 
What  skies,  propitious  to  the  dear  embrace, 
Imprint  their  brightness  on  a  beauteous  face." 

That  will  do  for  an  Abbot!  For  sale  by 
Howard  Challen.   Price,  $2.00. 

 We  notice  the  appearance  of  the  third 
and  last  volume  of  the  fine  library  edition  of 

Sir  James  Simpson's  works,  published  by 
Messrs.  A.  &  C.  Black.  The  first  volume 
includes  an  outline  of  his  famous  lectures  on 

Midwifery,  and  his  most  important  select  pa- 
pers on  obstetrical  and  gynaecological  subjects. 

The  second  volume  includes  his  historical  la- 
bors on  Anaesthesia,  Hospitalism,  etc. ;  and 

the  last  consists  of  a  body  of  fifty  clinical 
lectures,  ten  of  which  are  now  published  for 

the  first  time.  Each  volume  is  complete  in 
itself;  but  few,  we  apprehend,  within  whose 
reach  these  volumes  lie,  will  be  content  to  de- 

prive themselves  of  the  pleasure  and  advan- 
tage of  possessing  this  standard  edition  of  the 

principal  works  of  the  greatest  obstetrician  of 
our  century. 

 ^he  British  Medical  Journal  says  : 
"We  are  often  asked  by  correspondents 

for  information  as  to  the  proper  forms  and 
methods  of  dealing  with  an  insane  patient ; 
and,  for  want  of  such  knowledge,  much  and 
serious  inconvenience  has  sometimes  been 
experienced  by  medical  men.  Dr.  Winn  has 
had  the  happy  idea  of  publishing  a  little 
handybook  of  Plain  Directions  jor  Dealing 
with  an  Insane  Patient  (Hardwicke,  London), 
which  will  precisely  meet  this  frequent  want. 
It  is  very  concise  and  clear,  and  will  be  useful 
to  all  who  from  time  to  time  stand  in  need 
of  information  on  the  subject  in  the  course 

of  their  practice." 
BOOK  NOTICES. 

The  Cranial  Affinities  of  Man  and  the  Ape. 
By  Prof.  Rud.  Virciiow.   Boston  :  Lee  & 
Shepard.  Paper;  pages 54.   Price 25 cents. 
For  sale  by  A.  Martien. 
This  essay  is  written  with  Prof.  Virchow's 

well  known  acumen,  and  is  most  interesting 
as  well  as  very  instructive  reading.  He  does 
not  agree  with  Carl  Vogt,  in  the  latter's 
belief  that  evidence  exists  showing  man's 
descent  from  anthropoid  apes.  Whether  true 
or  not,  such  an  opinion  is  not  yet  confirmed 
by  science,  and  the  author  argues  that 
whereas  Darwinians  and  orthodox  theologians 
(!)  unite  in  insisting  on  the  facile  blending  of 
specific  types,  calm  science  and  known  history 
so  far  oi  pose  such  a  view. 
The  essay  is  most  able,  by  far  the  most 

conclusive  we  have  yet  seen  on  the  subject 
but  we  cannot  praise  either  the  translating  or 
the  proof-reading  to  which  it  has  been  sub- 

jected. On  page  40  we  read:  "No  naturalist 
has  affirmed  that  any  of  the  known  and  non- 
existing  families  of  monkeys,  is  the  ancestor 
of  man" — an  obvious  carelessness.  The  para- 

graph at  the  middle  of  page  45  lacks  both 
sense  and  grammar.  On  page  48  it  is  stated ; 
"  The  admission  that  the  jaw  of  the  idiot  and 
ape  cannot  be  confounded,  must  not  be  under- 

rated;'' whereas,  it  is  clear  from  the  context, 
precisely  the  opposite  is  asserted  in  the  origi- 

nal, namely,  that  they  can  be  confounded. 
Many  other  such  errors  occur,  greatly  detract- 

ing from  the  worth  of  the  translation. 
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1&~  Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 

fully solicited. 

Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 
quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  ohser- 

ration,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 
ay  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 

brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

Be?"  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other^tems  of  special  medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fu  •  ot  infor- 
mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 

The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
f  jr  statements  made  over  the  names  of  coriespondents. 

THE  VACANT  CHAIR  IN  THE  JEFFER- 
SON MEDICAL  COLLHIGE. 

The  recent  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  Henry 

Dixon,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine 

in  the  Jefferson  Medical  i  ollege,  will  be 

deeply  regretted,  not  meiely  by  his  personal 
friends,  but  by  the  many  thousand  students 
who  have  profited  by  his  lucid  instruciions, 
and  have  experienced  his  uniform  kindness  of 

heart.  Few  men,  indeed,  have  united  so  hap- 
pily profound  erudition  and  singular  power  in 

instruction,  with  those  qualities  of  heart 
which  gain  the  love  of  all  who  approached 
him.  We  mean  this  tribute,  not  in  conven- 

tional respect  to  a  departed  teacher,  but  as  a 
slight  testimony  to  many  kind  acts  of  which 
we  have  personally  been  recipients,  and 
which  we  know  he  has  with  like  liberality 
shown  to  others. 

.His  death  has  left  vacant  one  of  the  most 

important  professorships  in  the  institution 
over  which  he  so  long  presided.  The  Chair 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  is  that  on  which, 

perhaps  beyond  all  others,  the  real  utility  and 
hence  the  reputation  of  the  college  depends. 
It  is  concerned  with  the  highest  branch  of 
medical  science — that  where  the  theoretical 

etudies  of  the  other  departments  are  applied 

the  recognition,  the  prevention,  and  the 
treatment  of  disease.  Excepting  the  arts  of 

surgery  and  obstetrics,  wh  eh  are  practiced 

much  less  in  comparison,  this  is  the  only  de- 
partment which  insinuts  the  student  in  that 

which  is  to  be  his  real  employment.  How  ju_ 

dicious,  therefore,  should  be  the  selection  of 

a  person  to  fill  this  position  I  To  be  a  skilled 

physician  of  good  character  is  not  enough  for 
such  a  post ;  capacity  for  instruction,  expe- 

rience in  lecturing,  a  broad  acquaintance  with 
the  past  and  present  of  medical  scierce, 

familiarity  with  other  languages,  an  acknow- 
ledged command  of  our  own  both  in  writing, 

speaking,  and  a  general  recognition  of  fit- 
ness for  the  post  by  the  profession  at  large, 

are  not  less  essential  to  the  occupant  of  that 

chair. 

e  have  heard  of  sev  ral  gentlemen  men- 
tioned as  possible  candidates,  who  can  lay  just 

claims  to  our  respect ;  but  among  them  all  we 
know  none  more  suitable  in  every  respect  than 
Dr.  J.  M.  DaCosta,  who  is  already  so  widely 

and  favorably  known  as  a  clinical  teacher  and 
medical  author. 

In  our  brief  space  we  cannot  at  all  do  jus- 
tice to  the  many  able  contributions  to  medical 

science  which  Dr.  DaCosta  has  published 
within  the  last  score  of  years  ;  and  we  can  the 

more  readily  excuse  ourselves  from  any  ex- 
hausted mention  of  them,  for  they  are  nearly 

all  familiar  to  our  readers,  and  are  standing 
authorities  on  the  various  subjects  of  which 

they  treat. 
The  most  extended  of  these  works  is  his 

Medical  Diagnosis ,  with  special  reference  to  Prac- 

tical  Medicine,  first  published  in  1864,  and  re- 
ceived with  such  favor  by  the  profession  that 

three  editions  were  exhausted  with  well-nigh 
unprecedented  rapidity.  We  have  repeatedly 

published  in  the  pages  of  this  journal  the  vol- 
untary testimony  of  physicians  to  the  great 

value  of  this  work.  It  is  acknowledged  both 

in  England  and  this  country  to  be  the  very 

best  text-book  on  the  subject  in  the  lan- 

guage. 
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This  was  by  no  means  the  author's  earliest 
contribution  to  his  profession.  In  1852  his 
essay  On  Epithelial  Tumors  and  Cancer  of 
the  Skin  excited  very  general  attention,  and 
his  views  there  expressed  have  received  the 

approbation  of  later  writers.  Three  years  after 
his  Inquiry  into  the  Pathological  Anatomy  of 
Acute  Pneumonia  appeared  in  the  American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences.  This  embraced 
the  results  of  a  series  of  laborious  researches 

into  the  pathology  of  the  lung,  and  anticipat- 
ed views  which  have  siocebeen  presented  by 

other  observers,  and  are  now  recognized  by  all. 

A  similar  investigation  Onthe  Morbid  Anatomy 

and  Symptoms  of  Cancer  of  the  Pancreas,  ap- 
peared by  him  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Patho- 
logical Society  of  Philadelphia  for  1858.  In 

this  paper  thirty-seven  c*ses  of  this  obscure 
disease  are  carefully  tabulated,  and  its  symp- 

toms described  with  the  greatest  distinctness. 
The  Charleston  Medical  Journal  of  the  fol- 

lowing year  contains  an  article  from  his  pen 

on  Serous  Apoplexy,  in  which  the  view  that  this 
exists  as  a  separate  disease  is  ably  sustained 

against  many  modern  writers;  and  the  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  of  the  same 

date  contains  his  study  on  the  blowing  sounds 
of  the  pulmonary  artery  in  health,  and  the 
effect  on  them  and  on  the  heart  of  the  act  of 

inspiration,  an  article  which  was  the  first  to 

settle  the  value,  and  almost  the  first  to  ca'l  at- 
tention to  this  important  physical  sign. 

Daring  the  last  decade  Dr.  DaCosta  has 
not  permitted  the  duties  of  a  large  hospital  and 
private  practice  to  dissever  him  from  his  early 

devotion  to  the  scientific  side  of  the  profes- 
sion. On  the  contrary,  his  articles  have  been 

many,  and  continually  characterized  by  a  re- 
markable fidelity  of  observation  and  justness 

of  generalization. 

The  method  of  treating  diseases  by  the  in- 
halation of  atomized  fluids  received  from  him 

early  and  intimate  study,  the  results  of  which 

were  published  in  various  articles,  and  subse- 
quently in  a  separate  volume  entitled  Inhala- 

tion in  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Respira- 
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tory  Passages,  1867.  While  engaged  as  visiiing 
physician  to  one  of  our  large  military  hospitals 

during  the  war,  he  made  a  series  of  observa- 
tions on  the  diseases  of  the  heart  noticed 

among  soldiers,  a  summary  of  which,  contain- 
ing much  of  interest  to  both  physicians  and 

surgeons,  is  contained  in  one  of  the  volumes 

published  by  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission. 

We  need  hardly  say  to  our  readers  in  this  con- 
nection that  to  the  diseases  of  this  central  or- 

gan, the  heart,  ,Dr.  DaCosta  has  probably 
given  more  successful  attention  than  any  other 

American  physician.  His  discussion  of  Func- 
tional Valvular  Disorders  of  the  Heart,  and 

his  admirable  essay  on  Irritable  Heart,  pub- 
lished in  the  American  Journal  last  year  and 

year  before  last,  are  present  in  the  memory  of 
all  physicians  who  pretend  to  keep  up  their 

professional  reading.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
his  article  on  Membranous  Enteritis,  published 

last  year,  a  disease  previously  almost  unde- 
scribed. 

The  two  volumes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 

pital Reports,  which  were  edited  by  Dr.  Da- 
Costa, contain  a  number  of  papers  from  his 

pen  which  we  have  seen  quoted  and  com- 
mended by  nearly  all  the  leading  medical 

periodicals  of  Europe.  Of  these  we  may  es- 
pecially mention  his  Observations  on  the  Ac- 

tion of  Narctin,  on  Muscular  Rheumatism,  es- 
pecially Wry-neck,  on  the  Therapeutics  of 

Acute  Rheumatism,  etc. 

We  have  as  yet  said  nothing  about  numer- 

ous papers  he  has  read  before  the  Patholog'- cal  and  other  medical  societies  ;  many  lesser 

contributions  to  various  journals;  and  his 
clinical  lectures  which  have  appeared  in  this 

and  other  periodicals,  and  many  of  which 

have  been  quoted  in  Schmidt's  Jahrbucher,  and 
other  foreign  epitomes  of  practical  medicine. 
We  have  not  space  to  enumerate  these  ;  bat 

we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  pleas- 
ure which  we  have  found,  and  all  physicians 

of  culture  will  find,  in  the  perusal  of  a  most 
entertaining,  introductory  lecture,  delivered 
by  him  in  1857,  on  The  Physicians  of  the  Last 
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Century.  Few  essays  on  medical  history  pre- 
sent so  much  in  so  agreeable  a  style.  It  in- 

dicates not  merely  a  wide  reading,  but  a 
delicate  sense  of  the  niceties  of  character  and 
a  power  of  portraying  them  in  words  rarely 
blended. 

Of  Dr.  DaCosta  as  a  lecturer,  a  teacher, 
we  need  say  nothing  ;  for  a  constant  practice 
of  nearly  twenty  years  in  this  difficult  art  has 
made  him  known  throughout  our  country  as 
one  of  its  masters.  Still  less  need  we  refer  to 
his  personal  qualities  in  such  a  connection  ;  for 
no  one  would  question  these.  In  fine,  as  one 
of  the  alumni  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
we  cannot  wieh  for  it  a  more  judicious  se- 

lection than  the  one  we  have  indicated. 

HOW  SHALL  WE   WRITE  PRESCRIP- 
TIONS ? 

The  commission  recently  appointed  in  New 
York  city  to  examine  into  the  competency  of 
druggists  created  no  little  stir  among  mem- 

bers of  that  avocation,  both  there  and  e^e- 

where,  by  their  reports  and  investigations. 
Most  of  our  readers  have  doubtless  noticed 

the  general  ignorance  of  Latin  which  the  com- 

mission found  among  those  whose  business  it 

is  to  put  up  prescriptions,  constantly  requiring 
the  most  fatal  ingredients,  and  written  in  this 
dead  language.  The  crucial  test  on  which 

nearly  every  applicant  failed  was  of  the  fol- 
lowing nature  : 

R.    Tinct.  gentiacse,  3j 
Infu«.  ipjusdem,  ?fvj.  M. 

The  prescription  clerks,  almost  to  a  man, 
maintained  that  among  all  the  drugs,  herbs, 
chemical  compounds,  and  galenicals  they  had 
ever  handled,  they  never  yet  had  been  asked 

for  ejusdem,  whether  in  tincture,  pill-form  or 
fluid  extract.  They  probably  regarded  it  as 
some  unofficial  innovation,  or  unheard  of  new 
remedy,  not  yet  on  the  price  lists. 
The  really  educated  men  in  the  drug  trade 

felt  considerable  annoyance  at  this  exposure 
of  the  simple-mindedness  of  their  associates, 
but  found  it  not  altogether  easy  to  explain  sat- 

isfactorily to  the  general  public.   Some  of 
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them  did  find  it  quite  easy,  however,  to  shift 

the  blame,  and  say  it  is  all  the  fault  of  the 

doctors  for  writing  such  villainous  dog-latin  as 
they  constantly  do ! 

The  Chicago  Pharmacist,  for  iustance,  like 

a  boy  at  corner-ball  who  has  been  "  socked," 
thus  passes  the  blow  to  the  next  neighbor  : 

"  As  no  one  has  constituted  himself  a  cen- 
sor, to  peer  into  the  wonderful  specimens  of 

classical  lore,  revealed  by  every  file  of  pre- 
scriptions, physicians  can  afford  a  sneer  and  a 

laugh  at  the  expense  of  the  overworked 
apothecary,  who,  having  passed  the  ordeal  in 
accordance  with  Parrish,  Pareira  and  Fowne, 
finds  himself  confronted  with  some  Ciceronic 
authority.  It  is  undoubtedly  too  trua  that  the 
classical  has  been  greally  sacrificed  to  the  utili- 

tarian by  American  apothecaries;  but  it  is 
equally  the  fact  that  physicians  are  more  to 
blame  for  this  retrograding  step  (for  so  we 
must  regard  it)  in  a  scientific  calling,  than  are 
apothecaries  themselves.  In  this  country,  the 
use  of  Latin  in  prescriptions,  excepting  only 
in  Latinized  names  of  medical  compounds,  is 
well  nigh  extinct.  What  wonder,  then,  that 
apothecaries  should  neglect  the  scientific  part 
of  the  prescriptions,  when  it  is  cast  offby  prac- 

titioners of  medicine,  or  merely  exists  as  a 
nondescript  article,  not  amenable  to  any 
rules  of  Latin  grammar  ? 

The  Druggists1  Circular  confesses  the  list 
and  meets  it  squarely,  intimating  that  this 
utter  ignorance  of  Latin  is  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of,  and  that  it  is  full  time  that  the 
effete  pretense  of  writing  prescriptions  in  a 
language  which  the  writer  cannot  compose 

correctly  nor  the  one  written  to  read  intelli- 
gently, should  be  forthwith  dropped.  That 

journal  says : 

"  That  pharmacy  as  pharmacy  has  anything 
to  do  with  classical  studies  is  absurd,  and  it  is 

denied  that  the  use  of  such  words  as  "  ejus- 
dem,"  although  in  good  usage,  is  at  all  es- 

sential. Physicians  are  not  obliged  to  write 
their  prescriptions  in  Latin,  or  any  other 
dead  language,  while  the  use  of  Latin  terms 
or  scientific  words  for  drugs,  etc.,  is  essential, 
because  such  words  or  terms  are  the  only  defi- 

nite ones.  Thus  we  have  half  a  dozen  va- 
rieties of  snakeroot,  so  called,  and  but  one  lep- 
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tandra  virginica,  or  cimicifuga  racemosa,  etc., 
in  use." 
On  the  other  hand  the  American  Journal  of 

Pharmacy,  learned,  conservative  and  tradi- 
tional, takes  occasion  to  maintain  the  impor- 

tance of  correct  Latinity  in  prescriptions,  suffi- 
cient education  to  read  them  on  the  part  of 

druggists,  and  quotes  the  old  arguments 
against  the  use  of  English  in  recipes. 
We  are  glad  that  this  question  has  been 

brought  to  general  discussion  in  this  manner. 
We  coincide  entirely  with  the  writer  in  the 

Druggists1  Circular)  that  the  time  has  come 
when  this  retaining  of  Latia  in  prescriptions 
is  worse  than  a  pedantic  affectatiou.  That 

it  hardly  is,  for  pedantry  implies  some  knowl- 
edge, but  we  are  free  1o  say  that  we  scarcely 

ever- see  a  recipe  in  even  decent  Latin,  not  to 
speak  of  "  Ciceronic "  diction.  Not  one 
physician  in  ten  can  construe  a  page  of 
Csesar,  were  it  to  save  his  palm  from  the 
ferrule,  and  what  a  ridiculous  assumption  it  is 

therefore  to  pretend  to  write  in  that  lan- 

guage. 
The  objections  urged  against  tne  use  of  Eng- 

lish are  wholly  groundless,  and  a  very  short 
examination  will  prove  them  so.  We  do  not 

say  use  the  common  English  names  of  drugs, 

but  use  their  proper  scientific  officinal  appella- 
tions, botanical  or  chemical,  and  drop  the  ab- 
surd attempt  to  torture  them  into  genitives 

and  accusatives;  instead  of  the  Roman  numer- 
als, use  tne  Arabic  figures  ;  and  in  place  of  the 

hieroglyphs  and  abbreviations  now  so  much 
in  favor,  write  out  in  plain  English  what  the 
an  tides,  quantities  and  directions  are.  It  is 

more  tedious,  perhaps,  to  set  down,  "  a  tea- 

spoonful  three  times  a  day,n  than  "  f.^j.  t.  d.;" 
but  we  are  paid  to  do  our  work  in  the  best 

manner  possible  and  we  should  not  shirk  this 
duty. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Private  Instruction. 
The  several  classes  for  private  instruction 

are  commencing  their  spring  sessions  in  this 

city,  with  a  good  attendance.  Dr.  W.  W. 
Keen  teaches  anatomy  in  the  old  Philadel- 

phia school  of  anatomy,  back  of  the  Univer- 
sity. Dr.  De  Forest  Willard  teaches  ope- 
rative surgery  and  bandaging  in  the  same 

building.  Dr.  Willard  is  well-known  to  our 
readers  through  his  very  able  clinical  reports. 
Dr.  James  Tyson  gives  a  course  in  microscopy 
in  the  post-mortem  room  of  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital. 

There  are  also  many  associations  of  gentle- 
men for  giving  private  instruction  on  the 

various  branches  of  medicine,  besides  classes 
in  the  various  specialties—  all  that  is  needed 
by  the  student  to  acquire  a  thorough  medical 
education. 

Long  Island  College  Hospital. 

The  medical  school  bearing  this  name,  con- 
nected with  the  Long  Island  Hospital  at 

Brooklyn,  has  commenced  its  eleventh  course 
of  lectures  under  very  encouraging  auspices. 
The  class  is  the  largest  it  has  had,  and  is 
steadily  increasing  every  year.  This  college 
offers  unusual  advantages  for  clinical  instruc- 

tion. The  whole  class  is  divided  into  twelve 
sections,  and  each  section  receives  special 
clinical  instruction  in  surgery,  practice,  obste- 

trics and  diseases  of  women.  In  this  way 
each  student  is  brought  into  tangible  relation 
with  disease,  so  ihat  he  may  use  his  percep- 

tive faculties  and  educate  his  judgment  in 

diagnosing  and  curing  disease.  These  sec- 
tions walk  the  wards  of  the  hospitals  daily 

with  the  clinical  teachers.  Daily  class  reci- 
tations are  held  by  the  professors,  which  are 

free  to  all. 

 Dr.  Thomas  Hay,  formerly  of  1208  Vine 
street,  has  returned  to  this  city  and  resumed 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  his  residence 
1127  Arch  Street. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Spontaneous  Dislocation  of  the  Clavicle. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : — 
The  following  case  may  be  interesting  to 

your  readers : J.  M.  R.,  pensioner,  late  of  5th  Penna. 
Vols. ;  set.  27  ;  pulse  108  to  116  ;  respiration, 
26 ;  laboring  under  incipient  phthisis  as  shown 
by  physical  signs.    On  examining  the  chest 
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the  sternal  extremities  of  bnth  clavicles  were 
found  to  be  movable,  disarticulation  most  ob- 

vious in  the  left  side.  Mr.  R.  states  that  he 
began  to  cough  in  May,  1862,  from  what  was 
then  called  bronchitis,  and  that  the  left  clavi- 

cle became  "  loose  99  soon  after.  The  right 
one  did  not  give  wav  till  the  spring  of  1865. 

The  present  condition  is  such  that  on  mov- 
ing the  shoulders  backward,  or  on  taking  a  full 

inspiration, the  clavicles  will  project  from  their 
sternal  connection,  and  become  quite  promi- 

nent, returning  with  a  snap,  as  the  parts  are 
returned  in  situ.  The  1  ft  upper  extremity  is 
much  impaired  in  its  usefulness  h>  conse- 

quence of  the  sterno  clavicular  displacement. 
The  above  is  the  first  case  of  the  kind  that 

has  ever  come  to  my  notice,  and  is  unques- 
tionably rare. 

F.  K.  Bailey,  M.  D. 
Knoxville,  Tenn,  April  2,  1872. 

News  and  Afi sceliany. 

Medical  Patents. 

List  of  patents  issued  from  the  U.  S.  Patent 
Office  to  inventors,  for  the  week  ending  April 
2,1872,  and  bearing  that  date,  furnished  by 
Cox  &  Cox,  Solicitor  s  of  Patents,  Washington 
D.  C: 
Patents— Process  and  Apparatus  for  the  manufacture  of 

Sulphate  of  lead— H.  A.  Whitting,  San  Francisco,  Califor- nia. 
Medical  Compound  and  Capsicum  Pbsters— J.  &  I.  Cod- 

ington, New  York. 
Medical  Compound— F.  Gcetfch,  Bloomington,  111. 

 The  British  Medical  Journal  gives  the 
total  number  of  students  registered  at  the 
London  hospitals  during  the  present  season 
as  1,468.   New  entries,  468. 

OBITUARIES. 

DR.  THEODORE  FOWLER. 
Dr.  Fowler  died  at  East  Fishkill.  New  York,  March  10 

of  pneumonia.  He  was  horn  i  n  the  village  of  Sing  Sing,  July 
3, 1*12,  and  was  the  ldeatson  of  J.  I.'kake  Fowler,  a  well- 
kn  >wn  physician  of  Westchester  county  He  w;  s  a  child 
of  much  promise,  and  received  the  best  educational  advan- 

tages, united  with  careful  home  <  ulture,  which  developed 
early  those  mental  and  moral  qualities  which  shone 
ao  conspicuously  in  later  years.  His  father  at,  first  designed 
his  entering  the  profession  of  law,  and  he  was  *ent  to  the 
city  of  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  his  stu- 

dies, but  a  severe  illness  ensuing  he  returned  to  the  country 
to  r  cuperate  hi*  health  at  the  residence  of  his  uncle.  P.  D 
Fowler,  a  physician  of  Dutchess  county.  At  this  time  he 
lo-t  his  fathe  ,  and  it  was  ultimately  concluded  that  he 
should  enter  the  medical  profusion,  a  time-honored  one  in 
th»,  Jamil v,  several  members  in  each  generation  having embraced  it.  As  soon  as  his  path  in  life  was  definitely 
settled  he  earnestly  set  about  preparing  himself  for  its  du- 

ties, and  then  returned  to  the  city  of  New  York  to  com- 
plete his  scholastic  and  medic  tl  studies,  which  he  pursued 

under  those,  shining  lights  o  the  profession.  Profs  Mott, 
Stevens,  Beck,  Rogers,  Torry,  Delafield,  Augustins 
Smith,  etc  ,  of  the  old  College  of  Puysicians  and  Surgeons 
attached  to  Columbia  College,  In  Barclay  street.  He  was 
an  earnest,  student,  and  coinp)«-ted  his  course  of  htudy  most 
satisfactorily,  recurving  his  diploma  on  the  fir>-t  of  March 
1833,  when  he  had  hardly  attained  his  majority.  At  that, 
time  he  was  offered  great  advantages  to  remain  in  the  city 

by  Dr.  Ehinelander.  who  bad  formed  a  personal  attach- ment to  him ;  he  invited  him  to  reside  with  mm,  but  he  had 
already  decided  to  return  to  East  Fishkill,  and  he  pnt^red with  ardor  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  in  which  be 
was  eminently  successful,  and  became  also  a  nrominent 
«nd  influential  citizen  in  the  general  aff  <irs  of  the  county 
of  his  adoption.  Amid  all  bis  labors  he  always  found  time 
for  his  Christian  duties,  and  also  to  care  for  the  temporal 
welfare  of  the  church.  In  social  life  he  possessed  the  most 
genial  and  geneious  traits  of  character ;  no  one  who  re- c  ived  his  pleasant  smile  and  cordial  greeting  could  forget 
it..  He  was  a  steadfast  and  earnest  friend,  and  delightful 
companion  from  his  varied  acquisitions.  He  was  earlydis- tinguisbed  for  his  scholarly  attainments,  and  devoted  to 
his  profession,  but  his  taste  for  literature  was  t-o  gre-it  that it  impelled  him  alwp-ys  to  advance  with  the  tide  of  letters 
and  daily  to  add  to  the  profound  stack  of  knowledge  which, 
a  retentive  memory  had  enabled  him  to  accumulate. 

PROFESSOR  SAMUEL  JACKSON. 
Dr. Samuel  jAcKSON,Emeritus  Professor  of  the  Institutes 

of  Medicine  in  the  Univers-ity  of  Pennsylvania,  died  April 
5th  at  his  residence,  in  this  city  ,  at  the  rip-  old  ge  of  85. e  was  born  in  Philadelphia  on  the  22d  of  March.  1787.  He 
devoted  his  time  with  great  energy  to  the  study  of  his  pro- 

fession, and  was  successful  in  acquiring  a  high  standing  in 
its  practice.  In  1835  he  was  elected  Professor  of  the  In- stitutes of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
po-  ition  which  was  filled  by  him  during  a  period  of  twen- 

ty-fight yesrs  with  great  credit  both  to  himself  and  the  in- stitution. He  was  one  of  the  clearest  ecturers  f  nd  pro- 
foundest  scho  ars  and  occupied  a  front  rank  in  the  corps 
of  professors  of  the  oniveisity,  a  body  of  men  which  has 
long  enjoyed  the  highest  reputation  for  skill  and  learning 
tiirouuhout  the  wor  d.  In  1863,in  consequence  of  his  ad- 

vanced age  he  abandoned  the  active  duties  of  bis  profes- sorship, and  has  since  held  an  emeritus  relation  to  the 
University.  Professor  Jackson  wrote  several  works  on 
medical  .  nd  physio  ogic^.l  subjects,  the  most  celebrated  of 
which  were  a  treaii->e  on  the  "  Principles  of  Medicine.'? 
n>st  published  in  1832,  and  an  "Introduction  to  Lehman's 
Chemical  Ph  siology,"  pub  ished  in  1856. 

MAEEIEP. 

Burton— Ada M8.— In  Lud'ow,  Vermont,  March  28,  by Bev  J.  T.  Powers,  Putnam  Burton.,  M.  D.,  and  Mrs.  Alincia. 
<a  dams,  coth  of  Luitlow 
Crandall— Lewi?.— In  Sto  itigton,  Conn.,  March  5th, 

1872  by  Rev  A.  G.  Palmer,  D.  D„  H.  N  CranJoll,  M.  T>. 
( formerly  of  De  Ruyter,  N.  Y.)  and  Miss  Clara  D.  Lewis, 
all  of  Stonington 
Gump— Lutz  — By  Rev.  J.  B.  Keller,  assisted  by  Rev.  R. 

F.  "Wilson ,  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  March  20,  S.  H.  Gump, M.  D.,  and  Sophia  Lut  z.  all  of  Bedford,  Pa. 
Humphreys— Stewardson.— In  this  city,  April  2d,  by 

the  Rev.  Dr.  Morton.  &t  St  Jame-'  Ci  urch,  Capt.  Henry H.  Humphreys,  of  the  Fifteenth  Infantry,  U.  6.  A.,  and 
Caroline  Hollingsworth,  daughter  ol  Thomas  Steward«m, 
M.  D. Pell— Wilt. jams.— In  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  April  2,  bv  Rev. 
J.  B.  Pitman,  Rector  Holy  Trinity,  Swantoo,  Dr.  Charles 
R.  Pell,  of  Montpelier,  and  Miss  Nellie  V.  Williams,  of  St. 
Albans. 
Reed — Pew.— April  9  in  Camden,  New  Jersey,  in  the 

Third  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by  Rev.  J.  S. 
Heisler,  Rufus  Reed,  M.  D.,  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,  and  Emma 
J.  Pew,  of  Camien,  N.  J. 

DIED. 

Baylis.— In  Brook' yn ,  April  12,  Anna  Van  Dyck,  daugh- ter of  Dr.  Thomas  and  A'ice  T.  Baylis,  aged  4  years  and  2 months. 
EiTON.-rDr.  Eaton  a  well-known  physician  at  Ply- 

mouth, New  Hampshire,  ̂ ied  suddenly  a  few  days  ago. 
He  was  ̂ bout  35  years  old. 
Lamme — At  Centerville,  Montgomery  county,  O.,  on  the 

28th  ult  ,  Clarence  Hill,  son  of  Dr.  Wm  H.  and  Anna  C. 
Lamme,  aged  5  ye^rs. Leaf.— On  the  9th  inst ,  at  Pottstown,  Pa  ,  Dr.  H.  L. 
Leal,  in  the  56th  year  of  h's  age. 
Powell.— In  New  York,  of  apoplexy,  James  W.  Powell, 

M.  D.,  April  12. 
Robin ett. — In  this  city,  suddenly,  of  heart  disease,  at 

his  residence,  No.  2118  Arch  street,  on  the  9th  inst.,  Dr.  G. Herman  Robinett. 
Smith  —'n  N-  w  York  city,  April  9,  David  A.  Smith,  M. 

D ,  in  the  29th  year  of  his  age,  son  of  the  late  David  Smith, M.D. 
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To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol* 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which— that  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  [exhausting  the  edition  in 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries  for 
it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 
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YERATRUM  YIRIDE. 

By  D.  W.  Jones,  M.  D., 
Of  Ellenburg,  Center  county,  N.  T. 

With  regard  to  this  drug  I  venture  to  make 
the  assertion  that,  however  well  established 
its  therapeutic  value,  or  well  defined  its  physi- 

ological effects,  that  a  great  majority  of  our 
profession  fail  to  recognize  its  importance  or 
avail  themselves  of  its  potent  properties. 
There  are  various  reasons  for  this.  By  some 
it  is  regarded  as  too  powerful  a  remedy,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  be  left  at  the  bed-side 
of  any  patient. 

Having  seen  its  effects  culminate  in  seem- 
ing general  prostration  and  apparent  diminu- 

tion of  vital  action,  they  become  intimidated 
in  their  use  of  it,  and  if  they  prescribe  it  at 
all  it  is  in  infinitessimal  doses,  which  fail  to 
produce  its  specific  effects,  and  so  the  remedy 
in  their  hands  falls  into  disuse,  and  every 
practitioner  within  the  reach  of  such  a  phy- 

sician's influence,  excepting  those  whose  faith 
in  the  drug  cannot  be  shaken  by  adverse  tes- 

timony, has  diminished  confidence  in  the  use 
of  it.  There  may  be  other  causes  which  con- 

duce to  this  result,  depending  upon  variations 
in  the  method  of  preparation,  variations  in 
strength,  or  from  extreme  differences  in  the 
susceptibilities  of  different  constitutions. 
After  an  experience  of  eight  years  with  the 
drug,  during  which  time  it  has  occupied  a 

prominent  place  if  my  "  armamentarium  viedi- 
cince"  I  can  confidently  recommend  it  as  a 
drug  possessing  the  most  powerful  remedial 
effects  ;  adapted  to  a  greater  variety  of  cases  ; 

the  most  certain  in  its  action,  the  most  satis- 
factory in  its  results,  and  where  judiciously 

employed,  as  safe  in  its  administration  as  any 
remedy  in  the  materia  medica.  But  I  wish 
in  this  paper  to  speak  particularly  of  its  use 
in  two  classes  of  cases,  to  one  of  which  it  is 
peculiarly  applicable  and  remedial,  and  to  the 
other,  where  used  to  the  same  extent,  dele- 

terious, viz.:  the  phlegmasia  and  the 
zymoses.  Of  the  latter  class  I  shall  refer  par- 

ticularly to  the  exanthemata. 
Of  the  peculiar  adaptability  of  veratrum 

viride  to  inflammatory  affections,  aud  of  its 
powerfully  remedial  effects,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have 
thoroughly  tested  its  therapeutic  value,  aud 
if  beneficial  in  this  class  of  diseases  then,  & 

priori,  it  is  adapted  to  the  majority  of  diseases 
which  affect  mankind.  For  although  I  do  not 
hold  to  the  Broussaian  theory  of  disease, 

ascribing  all  diseased  action  to  a  local  infUm- 
mation,  yet  it  is  "  beyond  all  comparison  the 
most  important  of  diseased  condifions,  either 
attending  or  forming  a  part  of  the  great 
majority  of  diseases  and  constituting  their 
chief  danger."  Of  its  modus  operandi  in  the 
disease  under  consideration,  the  most  plausi- 

ble theory  is  based  upon  the  power  to  dimin- 
ish the  action  of  the  heart  and  contractile 

power  of  the  arteries.  It  is  true  that  inordin- 
ate action  of  the  heart  is  not  the  cause  of  in- 

flammatory diseases,  but  simply  the  reaction 
of  the  system  from  some  local  irritation,  and 
one  of  the  most  prevalent  ideas  in  medicine 

has  been  the  reduction  of  the  heart's  action  in 
these  diseases.  For  this  purpose  blood-letting 
has  been  the  sheet  anchor;  antimonials  and 

dieitalis,  adjuvants.  Veratrum  viride  accom- 

plishes this  desired  object  safely  and  effdctu- 
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ally,  acting  as  a  sedative  to  the  circulation, 
without  the  loss  of  vital  fluid  attending  vene- 

section ;  the  risk  of  the  cumulative  action  of 
digitalis,  or  the  debility  consequent  upon  ad- 

ministering the  antimonials.  On  the  contrary, 
while  the  circulation  is  depressed,  the  intelli- 

gence and  vitality  of  the  patient  are  enhanced, 
and  when  brought  gradually  under  the  influence 

of  the  medicine  the  patient  is  sure  to  "  f  jel 
better ;"  and  at  such  times  I  have  repeatedly 
been  told  that  my  services  were  no  longer 

needed,  as  the  patient  was  "  well.', 
Veratrum  viride  diminishes  the  force  and 

rapidity  of  the  heart's  action.  How  this  is 
produced — whether  primarily  through  the 
pneumogastric  nerve,  and  secondarily  through 
the  sympathetics,  or  primarily  upon  the  lat- 

ter ;  whether  affecting  the  nerve  centers,  the 
periphery  or  the  whole  nervous  tract,  is  as 
yet  mere  hypothesis  ;  but  of  the  fact  we  are 
certain.  Then  what  effect  does  this  produce 
in  an  abnormal  state  of  the  system  ?  or  con- 

sidered with  regard  to  this  specific  lesion,  what 
are  the  results  of  its  administration  ? 

In  order  to  comprehend  fully  its  powers  in  in- 
flammatory affections,  let  us  look  for  a  moment 

at  the  theory  of  inflammations.  The  one  which 
has  received  the  most  support  has  been  based 
upon  the  hypothesis  of  vital  expansibility  in 
the  capillaries,  whereby,  upon  the  application 
of  an  irritant,  either  immediately  to  the  part 
or  immediately  through  the  intervention  of 
the  circulatory,  or  nervous  system,  dilatation 
in  the  capillaries  takes  place,  and  an  increas- 

ed quantity  of  blood  circulates  through  the 
diseased  part  in  a  given  time  ;  the  action  of 
the  heart  is  accelerated,  the  vis  a  tergo  conse- 

quently increased,  and  the  disposition  to  con- 
gestion still  further  augmented.  It  is  by  this 

constant  pressure  from  behind  that  the  train 
of  symptoms  in  a  phlegmon,  whether  of  the 
areolar  tissue  upon  the  exterior  of  thebody,  or 
affecting  any  of  the  vital  organs,  is  forced 
rapidly  to  the  point  where  exudation  takes 
place,  and  from  which  is  to  follow  either  reso- 

lution and  absorption,  or  suppuration.  jSTow 
the  peculiarly  beneficial  effects  of  veratrum 
are  experienced  at  that  point  where,  in  the 
initiatory  stages  of  the  in  fl  animation  congestion 
in  the  part  has  taken  place  from  vital  expan- 

sibility, and  stagnation  with  effusion  has 
not  yet  been  reached.  Here  is  where  vera- 

trum has  the  power  to  abort  an  inflammation, 
and  that  it  has  this  power  none  can  deny.  If 

quinine  has  any  control  over  the  periodical 
and  miasmatic  diseases  ;  if  arsenic  exerts  any 
curative  influence  over  cutaneous  eruptions; 
if  opium  can  produce  stupor,  castor-oil  purge  ; 
just  as  surely  and  as  effectually,  where  proper- 

ly administered,  will  veratrum  control  and 
abort  the  phlegmasia?.  But  it  is  not  by  sim- 

ply diminishing  the  vis  a  tergo,  which  other 
arterial  sedatives,  to  a  certain  extent,  have 
the  power  to  do,  but  also  by  causing  a  contrac- 

tion of  the  arteries.  The  reduction  of  tem- 
perature which  follows  the  administration  of 

veratrum  indicates  that  the  metamorphosis  of 
tissue,  by  which  the  heat  is  produced  and  sus- 

tained, is  interfered  with,  showing  an  influ- 
ence over  the  vasor  motor  system.  This  in- 

fluence causes  contraction  of  the  muscular 

coats  of  the  arterioles,  and  still  further  reduc- 
tion of  the  flow  of  blood  in  the  part  affected. 

These  statements  might  appear  to  conflict 
with  the  experiments  of  T.  Wharton  Jones, 
showing  that  when  the  vis  a  tergo  of  an  artery 
is  suddenly  diminished,  congestion  in  the 
capillaries  and  venous  radicles  to  which  the 
artery  leads  is  established.  But  we  must  con- 

sider that  the  means  he  used  were  mechanical, 
and  the  obstruction  sudden  and  complete; 
and  we  must  also  bear  in  mind  that,  in  inflam- 

mations, congestion  or  the  tendency  thereto 
are  already  established,  and  even  though  the 
suspension  of  the  force  from  behind  was  sud- 

denly effected,  the  usual  consequences  could 
not  follow,  the  results  having  already  been 
forestalled  by  the  disease. 
Veratrum  viride  has  by  some  writers  been 

recommended  in  all  diseases  with  increased 
frequency  of  pulse.  Says  one  writer  upon  the 
subject:  "  Yeratrum  is  a  heart  medium,  and 
the  indications  for  its  use  should  ever  be  the 

condition  of  the  heart — rapidity  of  the  pulse, 
this  and  nothing  more."  "  In  all  diseases,  of 
all  ages,  and  under  all  circumstances,  no  mat- 

ter how  excited  the  system,  or  how  prostra- 
ted the  patient,  rapidity  of  the  pulse  is  the 

indication  for  the  use  of  veratrum."  Again : 
"  In  scarlet  fever  it  has  extraordinary  pow- 

ers," etc.  In  the  exanthemata  I  regard  it  as 
very  important  that  great  care  should  be 
used  in  prescribing  this  remedy  ;  care  not  to 
carry  the  effects  of  the  remedy  so  far  as  to 
entirely  destroy  the  balance  between  the  ar- 

terial and  venous  circulation.  In  scarlet 
fever  the  great  rapidity  of  the  pulse  suggests 
at  once  the  most  powerful  arterial  sedatives 
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at  our  command ;  we  naturally  turn  to  vera- 
trum. 
Now,  after  an  experience  with  the  remedy 

in  several  severe  epidemics  of  scarlet  fever 
and  measles,  I  am  convinced  that  powerful 
arterial  sedatives,  and  particularly  the  one 
under  consideration,  ara  contraindicated,  ex- 

cept when  the  violence  of  cardiac  contraction 
threatens  the  congestion  of  some  vital  organ, 
or  to  procure  its  partial  effects  in  allaying  the 
excessive  arterial  action  accompanying  scar- 

let fever.  In  severe  cases  the  remedy  should 
never  be  continued  until  marked  nausea  is 
produced,  this  symptom  being  indicative  of 
the  full  effects  of  the  remedy,  but  simply  to 
obtain  a  diminution  of  the  force  and  rapidity 
of  the  heart's  action.  In  the  zymotic  diseases 
the  "concoction,"  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 

pression, of  the  virus  culminates  in  a  violent 
disturbance  of  the  system.  The  conservative 
power  of  the  organism  is  exerted  to  eradicate 
from  the  system  the  materies  morbi  of  the 
disease.  Veratrum  viride,  administered  at 
this  time  with  the  view  of  producing  its  spe- 

cific effects  in  the  same  manner  as  when  ad- 
ministered to  abort  an  inflammation,  would 

interfere  with  the  elimination  of  the  poison, 
by  establishing  a  condition  of  things  exactly 
the  reverse  of  that  which  nature  effects.  The 
functions  of  the  vascular,  nervous  and  glandu- 

lar systems,  by  which  the  "  vis  medicatrix  na- 
tures" attempts  a  cure,  are  deranged,  and  the 

poison  beiDg  retained  in  the  system, upon  the 
suspension  of  the  remedy  the  same  train  of 
symptoms  recur. 

In  the  advocacy  of  a  new  remedy  due  allow- 
ance should  always  be  made  for  the  zeal  of 

him  who  discovers  its  merits  and  brings  it  to 
the  attention  of  the  profession ;  for  he  will 
usually  not  fail  to  see  beauties,  powers  and 
virtues,  where  a  less  prejudiced  mind  would 
discover  nothing  extraordinary.  But  that 
time  with  veratrum  has  passed,  and  although 
the  commendations  of  Drs.  Osgood  and  Nor- 

wood were  characterized  by  all  the  extrava- 
gant encomiums,  by  which  such  advocates  are 

usually  actuated,  yet,  contrary  to  the  general 
experience,  their  statements  have  been 
abundantly  verified  by  years  of  practice,  and 
a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  drug  will 
lead  to  a  higher  appreciation  of  its  wonderful 
powers. 

CLINICAL  NOTES. 

By  F.  K.  Bailey,  M.  D., 

Of  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

HEMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  UTERUS. 

This  is  a  very  common  ailment,  and  one 
which  every  medical  man  is  called  upon  to 
combat.  It  is  considered  by  woman  as  de- 

manding attention,  and  they  expect  to  be  re- 
lieved when  applying  to  a  physician.  During 

and  after  labor,  fatal  hemorrhage  often  occurs, 
and  to  obviate  such  a  contingency,  we  should 
ever  be  on  the  alert. 
We  often  meet  with  cases  in  which,  by 

reason  of  premature  rising  after  labor,  or  from 
excessive  exertion  :n  the  first  months,  a 
"  wasting"  will  occur,  causing  debility  and  a 
failure  of  the  vital  power. 

The  following  case  is  given  as  one  in  point. 
March  1, 1872,  caled  to  visit  Mrs.  M.,  set.  24. 
Short  and  stout  built;  dark  hair  and  eyes. 
Has  two  children.  After  the  birth  of  the 
first,  she  did  well,  and  experienced  no  tro  ble 
whatever.  The  second  was  born  in  Novem- 

ber last,  and  being  compelled  to  remove  from 
North  Carolina  to  this  city  in  January,  the 

journey  proved  too  much  for  her  strength. 
During  the  whole  time  since  the  child  was 
born,  till  I  saw  her,  there  had  been  more  or 
less  loss  of  blood,  attended  with  pain  in  the 

lumbar  region,  and  a  "dragging  weight" 
through  the  whole  pelvis.  There  was  dysuria, 
constipation,  coldness  of  the  lower  extremi- 

ties; slow,  small  and  feeble  pulse;  and  at 
night  a  severe  headache,  worse  on  one  side. 
The  tongue  was  flabby  and  pale.  Anorexia, 
flatulence,  and  at  times  a  condition  approach- 

ing hysteria. The  weather  was  not  very  cold,  but  chilly 
and  damp. 

The  family  "  had  seen  better  days,"  and 
were  more  intelligent  and  well  bred  than  the 
surroundings  indicated.  Considering  the  case 
one  of  sub-involution,  I  prescribed  pulv.  do- 

ve ri  at  bed-time,  a  laxative,  and  the  following 
mixture : 

R.    Bromidi  potassii, 
Iodidi  potassii,  aa 
Syr.  sarsaecomp.,  fSj. 
Fluid  ext.  secale  cornuti,  f^ss. 
Syr.  simplicis,  ^jss.  M. 

Sig. — Teaspoonful  three  times  daily. 
Ordered  emplastrum  roborans  to  be  applied 

to  the  lumbar  region,  and  to  have  nutritious 
food. 
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weakness  in  the  back  relieved  ;  sensation,  as 

if  "  a  joint  in  the  spine  was  gone,"  no  longer 
felt. 

8th.— Patient  feels  entirely  free  from  pelvic 
uneasiness,  but  is  still  weak. 

31st— Entirely  well  and  has  felt  strong  for 
some  days. 

Cases  like  the  above  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence and  often  lead  to  tediously  chronic  ail- 

ments. It  appears  that  the  uterine  parietes 
are  not  restored  to  the  unimpregnated  con- 

dition, leaving  the  organ  still  too  large,  and 
consequently  heavy  and  dragging  upon  the 
suspensory  ligaments.  The  cause  of  this 
condition  is  probably  a  patency  of  the  uterine 
vessels  from  want  of  tonicity  or  contracti- 
biliiy.  It  is  claimad  for  ergot  that  it  pro- 

duces a  contraction  of  blood  vessels,  and  of 
course  a  diminution  of  the  thickness  of  uter- 

ine parieties,  which  is  made  up  of  the  remains 
of  blood  vessels. 

The  bromide  of  potassium  also  appears  to 
act  upon  the  spinal  nerves,  in  a  manner 
claimed  by  some  as  similar  to  the  action  of 
ergot. 

The  iodide  of  potassium  was  added  in  this 
case  to  promote  absorption  of  tissue. 

March  25, 1872. — I  was  consulted  by  a  very 
respectable  mulatto  woman,  eet.  about  45, 
who  had  of  late  suffered  much  from  menor- 
rhagic  flowing  during  the  period  and  after  it 
should  have  ceased.  There  was  the  usual 
lumbar  pain  and  weakness  complained  of,  and 
I  gave  her  some  powder  of  opium  and  acetate 
of  lead,  which  produced  no  relief.  I  then  pre- 

scribed as  follows : 
R.  Iod.  pctafsii,  g'j. 

Syr.  zinziberis,  ^j. 
Fluid  ext.  ergot, 
Tr.  cinch,  comp,,    aa  f^S3.  M. 

Sig. — Small  teaspoonful  three  times  daily. 
After  taking  the  mixture  one  day,  the  show 

stopped,  with  a  relief  of  all  the  unpleasant 
symptoms,  except  that  a  slight  leuc>rrheal 
discharge  continued.  In  the  Medical  Gazette, 
July  22, 1842,  and  quoted  in  Braithwaite,  part 
vi.,  p.  88,  is  an  article  by  M.  Pay  an,  on  the 
ergot  of  rye  in  paraplegia.  Its  action  is  at- 

tributed to  the  effect  upon  the  spinal  cord, 
and  was  favorable  in  three  cases  which  are 

given. 
The  treatment  of  hysteria  in  a  certain  form 

by  M.  Nardo  (Edinburgh  Medical  Gazette, 
January,  1843),  by  means  of  ergot,  involves 

the  same  principle,  as  his  cases  are  dependent 
upon  atony  of  the  genital  system. 

Dr.  Graily  Hewitt,  in  1862,  contributed 
an  article  to  the  Lancet,  upon  ergot  in  men- 
orrhagia,  in  which  a  case  is  cited  where  the 
hemorrhage  was  arrested  after  the  first  dose 
of  the  medicine. 

March  23d  ult. — A  colored  woman  called  at 
my  office  complaining  of  uterine  pains,  dysuria, 
etc.,  with  a  menorrhagic  flow  which  had 
troubled  her  for  some  time.  She  was  inclined 
to  be  anasarcous.  There  was  a  loose,  flabby 
condition  of  the  tissues  generally,  and  on 
digital  examination  per  vaginam  I  found  the 
os  uteri  patent,  with  pointing  edges,  some- 

what thickened  and  everted.  The  womb  was 
slightly  prolapsed,  but  mobile,  and  appeared 
increased  in  size  and  weight.  Prescribed  as 
follows . 

R. 

Sig. 

Bromidi  potassii, 
Syr.  simpiicis, Fluid  ext.  ergot, 
Liquor  iod.  ferri., 
Essence  cinnamon, 

f§ss. 

%hj. 

■Teaspoonful  three  times  daily, 
port  if  she  is  not  better. 

M. 

To  re- 
April  7th. — The  husband  called  and  reported 

that  his  wife  was  better  as  long  as  the  medi- 
cine lasted.  A  change  was  apparent  on 

taking  the  first  few  doses;  continue  ergot, 
twenty  drops  fluid  ext.,  neam  et  nocti. 

The  internal  use  of  ergot  has  generally  been 
confined  to  cases  of  hemorrhage  during  and 
after  labor.  That  uterine  contraction  follows 
its  use  admits  of  no  question.  Of  the  philo- 

sophy of  its  action  but  little  is  known.  In  the 
January  number  of  Braithwaite  is  an  article 
by  Dr.  Jamieson,  Berwick  on  Tweed,  upon 
the  subcutaneous  injection  of  ergotine  in  he- 

moptysis. He  cites  a  case  when  this  measure 
at  once  stopped  hemorrhage,  and  other  cases 
are  lately  published  in  which  the  effects  of 
ergot  in  loss  of  blood  are  very  apparent.  I 
intend  to  follow  up  its  use  in  all  cases  of  pas- 

sive uterine  hemorrhage,  as  well  as  leucorrhea, 
which  is  oftentimes  an  allied  condition. 

In  the  Reporter  for  January  29th,  1870, 
I  reported  some  cases  in  which  nitrate  sil- 

ver was  applied  to  the  os  and  cervix  for  men- 
orrhagic loss  of  blood,  and  with  success.  Since 

that  time  the  same  means  have  been  em- 
ployed, and  with  equally  good  results. 

Ergot,  in  connection  with  topical  applica- 
tions, may  profitably  be  used  in  all  passive 

hemorrhage  from  th3  uterus,  whether  from 
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excessive  menstruation  or  in  consequence  of 
subinvolution. 

Why  not  give  ergot  in  leucorrbea  or  uter- 
ine catarrh  ? 

In  Braithwaite,  part  lxiv.,  art.  78,  is  an  ar- 
ticle on  the  treatment  of  some  forms  of  men- 

orrhagia,  by  Dr.  Lombe  Atthii/l,  in  which 
the  writer  mentions  using  nitric  acid  applied 
strong,  with  good  effects.  The  philosophy  of 
its  action  upon  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  fun- 

dus must  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  nitrato 
silver  applied  in  the  stick.  Dr.  A.  cites  one 
case  in  whi  h  ergot  and  astringents  had  been 
exhibited  by  the  mouth,  but  without  effect. 
He  found  granular  ulceration  of  the  os  and 
cervix  uteri;  dilated  the  os  wi:h  sea  tangle 
an^  continued  with  nitric  acid 

In  cases  where  ergot  or  astringents  will  not 
produce  a  good  effect,  we  have  reason  to  sus- 

pect a  diseased  condition  which  can  only  be 
cured  by  cauterizng.  In  the  early  years  of 
my  practice  it  was  a  popular  notion,  and 
probably  gathered  from  medical  authority, 

that  the  menorrhagia  so  comm  ~m  about  the 
limacteric  age  was  not  susceptible  to  treat- 

ment, and  that  nature  would,  in  her  own  time, 
bring  all  things  out  right.  I  have  been  con- 

versant with  many  such  cases,  and  found  that 
the  function  would  be  suspended  for  a 
period  of  from  two  to  six  or  eight  months,  and 
then  return  with  a  copious  hemorrhage. 

During  the  two  years  that  is  generally  occu- 
pied in  the  transition,  from  three  to  a  dozen 

recurrences  of  menorrhagia  take  place.  Un- 
doudte^ly  many  women  have  been  the  sub- 

jects of  chronic  engorgement  of  the  uterus 
during  the  periods  alluded  to,  which  might 
have  been  relieved  by  remedial  measures 
seldom  resorted  to  then,  but  very  commonly 
employed  at  the  present  day. 
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Clinic  of  Prof.  S..D  Gaoss. 

[REPORTED  BY  MR.  FRANK  WOODBURY.] 
Ca*8  of  Necrosis  of  Tibia. 

This  patient,  a  boy,  set.  8  years,  complained 
of  constant  pain  in  the  leg,  on  the  anterior  as- 

pect of  which  were  two  fistulous  openings  dis- 
charging an  irritating,  offensive,  icherous  fluid . 

contaming  at  times  fragments  of  dead  bone. 
The  parts  directly  around  the  openings  were 
tender  to  the  touch,  and  slightly  discolored  and 
swollen. 

The  history  of  the  case  shows  that  in  Decem- 
ber, 18G9,  the  sh  n  was  violently  struck  with  a 

barrel  stave.  Some  local  inflammation  super- 
vened, upon  the  accident,  which  subsided  on 

the  application  of  the  usual  remedies.  About 
four  months  afterward  he  had  severe  pain  in 
the  tibia,  at  the  site  of  the  injury;  followed 
by  suppuration,  ulceration,  and  discharge  of 
pieces  <  f  dead  bone  through  two  openings 
which  still  persist.  The  probe  introduced  into 
the  sinuses  comes  into  contact  with  a  rough 
surface,  showing  the  existence  of  dead  bone 
in  the  shaft  of  the  tibia,  which  has  percepti- 

bly increased  in  thickness. 
The  lecturer  said  that  this  was  necrosis 

plainly  enough,  but  in  regaid  to  its  predispo- 
sing cause,  in  this  case,  he  was  unable  to  speak 

positively,  not  having  a  previous  acquaintance 
with  the  patient.  The  immediate  or  exciting 
cause  was  the  periostitis  induced  by  the  injury, 
followed  by  inflammation  of  the  bone. 

This  disease  occurs  most  frequently  in  young 
people,  and  is  generally  due  to  a  constitu- 

tional vice  or  taint  of  the  system.  Children 
with  the  strumous  diathesis,  the  light  eye- 

brows, pallid  complexion,  blue  eyes,  etc.,  are 
the  usual  sufferers  ;  and  apparently  trivial 
causes  are  sufficient,  in  such  subjects,  to  light 
up  the  disease.  Some  authors  consider  this  a 
scrofulous  affection,  others  syphilitic.  Whether 
it  is  called  strumous  or  by  any  other  name,  if  it 
is  traced  back  to  its  origin,  in  all  human 
probability  we  should  find  it  to  be  syphilis. 
We  know  that  tertiary  syphilis  will  cause 
necrosis,  and  that  hereditary  or  quatunary 
syphilis  is  the  great  producing  cause  of  these 
diseases  in  children.  The  sins  of  the  fathers 
are  visited  on  the  children ;  although  the  cause 
is  sometimes  in  the  weaker  branch  of  the 
family  tree. 

Necrosis  is  most  common  in  the  superficial 
bones,  or  those  which  lie  immediately  under 
the  skin,  as  the  tibia,  ulna,  lower  jaw,  clavi- 

cle, inferior  portion  of  the  femur  and  the 
phalanges  of  tbe  fingers.  It  is  distinguished 
from  caries  by  the  fact  that  it  prefers  the 
shafts  of  the  bones,  or  tbe  part  where  there  is 
most  compact  tissue  ;  while  caries  commonly 
attacks  the  epiphyses,  and  the  flat  bones 
where  the  cancellated  structure  predominates. 
In  its  origin,  necrosis  may  be  idiopathic  or 
traumatic,  depending  upon  a  constitutional  or 
a  local  cause.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases 
it  is  due  to  a  specific  poison  in  the  blood;  an 
exceedingly  obnoxious  form  of  it  is  caused  by 
exposure  to  the  fumes  of  phosphorus ;  it  may 
also  be  produced  by  tbe  abuse  of  mercury ; 
and  probably  Dy  any  cause  which  induces  an 
extensive  impoverished  condition  of  the  blood 
or  solids.  Among  its  local  causes  are  the 
various  ioirns  of  injury  to  which  bones  are 
subject.  Contusions,  fractures  or  wounds, 
may  be  followed  by  necrosis  ;  and  sometimes 
a  sudden  blow,  denuding  a  limited  portion  of 
bone  of  its  periosteum,  will  cause  the  death  of 
the  part  by  depriving  it  of  its  nutrition. 
Kecrosis  of  a  bone  is  essentially  the  same  as 
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mortification  or  gangrene  of  the  soft  parts, 
although  slower  in  its  action,  owing  to  the 
difference  in  structure,  the  earthy  matter 
modifying  its  action  as  it  does  tne  other 
diseases  to  which  the  hones  are  liable. 

[Chloroform  was  adminstered ;  then,  taking 
the  sinuses  as  his  guide  down  to  the  diseased 
structure,  enlarging  the  opening  sufficiently, 
Prof.  Gross,  with  a  chisel  and  gouge,  dug  out 
all  the  dead  bone  and  spoiled  lymph,  in  the 
same  manner  that  a  dentist  cleans  out  a  carious 
tooth  by  scraping  away  the  diseased  parts 
down  to  the  healthy  tissue.  He  remarked 
that  there  was  no  reason  why  a  cavity  in  a 
bone  muht  not  be  filled,  the  same  as  a  tooth, 
by  a  gold  p\ug,  except  the  expense.  It  would 
gave  nature  a  long  and  tedious  reparative  pro- 

cess. In  inflammation  of  the  bones  there  is 
always  increased  vascularity,  making  this  a 
bloody  operation.  There  is  also,  from  the 
same  cause,  much  softening,  so  that  we  know 
when  we  get  to  the  healhy  bone  beneath, 
from  its  comparative  hardness  and  resistance 
to  the  instrument.  The  worK  is  only  halt 
done  if  any  of  the  diseased  boue  is  allowed  to 
remain  after  the  operation,  as  the  smallest 
quantity  will  become  the  germ  of  a  fresh 
growth,  thus  necessitating  a  repetition  of  the 
operation,  which  ofcen  is  required.  After 
cleaning  out  the  cavity,  it  was  carefully 
washed  out  with  a  syringe  to  remove  the 
chips  of  bone  and  fragments  of  lymph.  After 
the  operation  was  completed  a  dose  of  mor- 

phia was  given  hypcderrnically.  The  limb 
was  directed  to  be  kept  elevated  ;  wet  with  a 
weak  solution  of  Goulard's  extract  for  three 
days,  and  then  a  poultice  of  slippery  elm  ap- 

plied ] 
Potass,  iodidi,  givjss. 
Hrdrarg.  chlor.  eorros.  gr.  1-5.  M. 

Sig. — In  pill  three  times  daily  before  meals. 
Excision  of  Mammary  Gland. 

Mrs.  S.,  the  mother  of  one  child,  has  suffered 
for  two  years  and  a  naif  from  slowly  increasing 
tumor  in  her  left  breast.  This  tumor  is  hard, 
nodulated,  movable,  unconnect  d  with  the  pec- 

toral aponeurosis,  and  involves  the  entiregland, 
which  is  considerably  enlarged.  The  parts 
around  are  not  very  t  nder  to  the  touch,  nor 
are  they  discolored  or  ©edematous ;  the  skin 
over  th-  tumor  is  natural  and  the  nipple  is  not 
ret  act^d.  Some  of  the  lymphat  c  gknds  to- 

ward the  axiila  are  enlarged.  She  has  experi- 
enced no  sharp  or  severe  pain,  but  describes  it 

as  being  dull  and  constant,  and  has  probably 
suffered  more  from  the  uneasiness  and  anxiety 
due  to  the  presence  of  the  tumor  than  from  its 
direct  effects.  In  appearance  she  looks  stout 
and  healthy,  the  constitution  apparently  not 
bein?  involved. 
The  tumor  is  non-malignant.  From  its 

hardness  the  name  scirrhus  mi^ht  be  appro- 
priately applied  to  it,  but  this  term  has  bet  n 

restricted  to  carcinoma.  Although  scirrhus 
frequently  appears  in  this  situation,  yet  the 
diasmos  s  excludes  it  herefrom  the  fact  that  it 
has  n jt  involved  the  adjacent  structures  from 

its  tardy  development ,'  and  from  the  fa"t  that 
the  nipple  is  natural.  In  scirrhus  the  intersti- 

tial deposits  of  cancerous  matter  around  the 
galactopherous  tubes  cause  a  retraction  of  the 
nipple,  which  is  characteristic  of  the  affection. 
This  tumor  probably  belongs  to  the  adenoid 
variety,  which  is  frequently  found  in  this  situ- 

ation as  well  as  in  the  thyroid  and  pro  tate 
glands.  It  is  not  a  sarcoma,  because  it  would 
have  attained  a  much  greater  size  at  the  same 
time.  The  prognosis  is  favorable  ;  being  non- 
malicrnant  it  will  probably  not  return  after  ex- 
tirpation. 

[The  anaesthetic  was  then  administered  and 
the  patient's  arm  extended  so  as  to  make  the 
integument  tense.  Two  elliptical  incisions, 
embracing  the  breast,  were  then  made,  com- 

mencing near  the  axilla  at  the  site  of  the  en- 
larged glands,  then  running  inward  and  down- 

ward, terminating  in  an  almost  vertical  cut, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  pus  and 
allow  free  drainage.  After  removing  the  tu- 

mor and  the  enlarged  lymphatics,  a  wet  towel 
was  laid  in  the  wound.  To  guard  against 
secondary  hemorrhage  the  wound  was  allowed 
to  remain  open  for  four  or  five  hours,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  it  was  closed  with  su- 

tures and  adhesive  strips  ;  then  dressed  with 
oxide  of  zinc  ointment  and  covered  \uth  oiled 
silk,  the  dressing  to  remain  for  three  days. 
In  warm  weather  the  wound  should  be  dressed 
every  day. 

On  section  of  the  tumor  it  is  found  to  have 
a  nodular  appearance,  quite  unlike  scirrhus, 
although  nearly  as  hard.  In  its  interior  there 
was  a  smail  quantity  of  seroleaginous  fluid  not 
at  all  resembling  the  lactescent  fluid  or  can- 

cer juice  of  malignant  growths.  When  ex- 
amined under  the  microscope  by  Dr.  Bertol- 

ette  it  showed  a  fibrous  texture,  in  which  is 
found  granular  matter  giving  a  few  nucleated 
cells,  mingled  with  a  considerable  number  of 
fat  granules. 

These  cells  resemble  the  atrophied  or  de- 
generate elements  which  are  found  in  car- 

cinoma of  many  years'  standing. 
We  will  watch  the  patient  for  four  or  five 

months  for  any  evidences  of  the  return  of  the 
disease  ;  the  prognosis,  however,  is  favorable. 

Four  days  after  the  operation  the  greater 
part  of  the  wound  had  healed  by  the  first  in- 

tention, and  the  patient  was  doing  well.] 
Severe  Eczema  of  the  Wrist. 

This  lady,  set.  45,  has  had  for  four  months  a 
violent  eczema  of  the  wrist  and  back  of  the 
hand,  which  is  considerably  swollen,  and  dis- 

charges a  watery  fluid.  She  complains  of  the 
intense  ilchiog;  says  she  does  not  sleep  well 
and  appetite  is  poor. 

]j.    Quinize  sulphatis,  grji. 
Tinct.  ferri  chloridi,       gt.  xxv. 
Liq.  p  <tassa3  arsenitis,     gtt.  viij.  M. Thrice  daily. 

Apply  locally  the  ung.  zinci  oxidi,  spread  on  a 
piece  of  muslin. 

This  disease  sometimes  affects  the  entire 
surface  of  the  body.    Prof.  Gross  has  seen 
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several  instances  of  this  in  which  the  patients 
were  covered  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to 
the  sole  of  the  foot.  The  genitals,  nose  and 
lips,  are  most  frequently  attacked ;  sometimes 
the  disease  will  change  from  one  part  of  the 
body  to  another. 
Hebra  would  call  this  a  local  affection,  and 

treat  it  altogether  by  local  measures,  but  the 
lecturer  considers  that  it  depends  upon  a 
vicious  condition  of  the  blood,  from  disorder 
of  the  digestive  apparatus  generally.  All 
skin  diseases  are  varieties  of  inflammation, 
and  most  of  them  call  for  some  internal  treat- 

ment. There  yet  remains  to  be  written  a 

great  book  "on  the  subject  of  skin  diseases,  as 
the  multitude'of  works  of  that  title  seem  to  aim 
at  confusing  rather  than  elucidating  the 
subject. 

Medical  Societies. 

ONONDAGA  COUNTY,  (NEW  YORK,) 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Onon- 
daga County  Medical  Society  was  held  April 

9th.  at  the  Supreme  Court  room,  in  Syracuse. 
The  session  assembled  at  eleven  o'clock, 

with  the  following  physicians  in  attendance  : 
Drs  Dunlap,  Plant,  Porter,  Benedict,  Ben- 

nett, Campbell,  Mumford,  Morris,  Cook,  Mc- 
Donald, Searle,  Van  deWarker,  Tefft,  Kendall, 

Yau  Dyne,  Wiggins,  Moon,  Ferry  and  Wal- 
lace. 

Dr.  Tefft  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Dr. 
Van  Dyne  acted  as  Secretary. 

Drs.  Wallace  and  McDonald  were  excused 
from  reading  essays  until  the  annual  meet- 
ing. 

Drs.  Wiggins,  Bennett  and  Cook  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  Credentials. 

Cases  of 
Spotted  Fever 

were  reported  by  Drs.  Bennett,  Kendall, 
Wiggins,  Dunlap  and  Cook,  with  remarks  on 
the  treatment. 

Dr.  Porter  had  had,  a  few  weeks  ago,  a  case 
of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  or  spotted  fever. 
He  found  the  patient  with  the  nead  drawn 
back,  comatose,  partial  paralysis  of  the  left 
side,  and  spots  on  the  body.  He  had  seen 
cases  years  ago,  and  had  now  no  confidence 
in  calomel  and  quinine.  He  gave  five  grains 
of  ergot  and  four  grains  iodide  of  potash  every 
eight- an  d-f'orty  hours.  He  afterward  add  d one  gra  n  of  quinine  every  24  hours,  and  the 
child  recovered.  He  had  given  the  potash  to 
another  patient  formerly,  who  did  not  speak 
for  17  days ;  that  patient  recovered.  Other 
cases  of  children,  one  an  infant  tak^n  at  four 
o'ch  ck  A.  M.,  and  the  other  five  A.  M.  They had  spots  as  marked  as  blood ;  the  older 
daughter  was  taken  with  it,  and  in  the  midst 
of  all  the  mother  was  coufined  and  had  the 
fever  also.   The  whole  family  of  nine  soon 

came  down  with  the  disease,  and  three  died. 
He  had  given  calomel  and  it  had  seemed  to 
act  well  for  a  time,  but  suddenly  there  would 
be  a  cham>e  and  the  patient  would  die.  From 
what  he  had  learned  he  thought  that  iodide  of 
potash  was  the  best  remedy:  it  acted  as  an  al- 

terative and  an  absorbent.  The  er^ot  enabled 
the  blood  vessels  to  contract ;  the  tonic  treat- 

ment with  quinine  was  all  that  could  be  recom- 
mended of  that. 

Dr.  Morris  thought  the  poison  was  some- 
thing like  that  of  malaria.  He  had  seen 

children  a  little  sick,  and  the  circumstances 
led  to  the  belief  they  had  the  fever. 

Dr.  Dunlap  used  the  iodide  of  po  ash  largely 
after  the  first  acute  stages  had  passed.  He 
thought  also  the  spotted  fever  was  produced 
by  poison.  The  mercurials  were  given  as  an 
alterative  in  the  first  stages,  and  continued 
for  a  time  for  the  same  reason.  He  had  not 
experienced  such  marked  effects  from  potash 
as  had  Dr.  Porter. 

Dr.  Campbell  reported  former  casps  treated. 
They  had  been  mostly  those  of  children. 
After  consultation  counter-irritation  of  the 
spine  was  recommended.  Most  all  the 
patients  died.  He  had  but  one  case  this  win- 

ter. Those  he  had  seen  had  not  the  eruption 
that  had  been  mentioned  ;  they  had  the  her- 

petic eruption.  He  thought  if  the  patients 
did  not  die  the  first  week  their  case  would  be 
protracted.  He  had  used  iodide  of  potassium, 
but  would  first  use  mercury  effectually.  He 
had  had  cases  of  roseola  that  resembled  those 
that  had  been  reported. 

Dr.  Kendall  had  many  cases  in  '56  and  '57  ; 
there  was  a  chill,  vomiting  and  pain  in  the 
back  of  the  head  and  spine ;  and  he  had  in 
four  months  nearly  one  hundred  cases,  and 
old  physicians  had  never  seen  such  a  disease. 
The  spots  were  as  large  as  a  penny  and 
looked  like  venous  blood  just  beneath  the 
cuticle.  There  had  then  been  no  cases  in  Syra- 

cuse, but  it  broke  out  here  the  next  winter. 
The  disease  seemed  to  follow  the  river.  '  He 
thought  the  cases  reported  had  been  in  dif- 

ferent stages.  If  he  could  get  one  active 
purge  from  calomel  early  in  the  stage  of  the 
disease  he  knew  his  patient  would  live  some 
time.  Dr.  Porter's  treatmeut  of  calomel  was 
first  recommended;  he  would  also  use  the 
counter-irritant  and  stimulants.  The  calomel 
in  the  early  stage  was  the  heroic  remedy  and 
the  remf  dy.  After  his  calomel  action  he  used 
the  ioide  of  potash,  although  he  had  never 
tried  ergot;  he  got  th  effect  from  calomel, 
which  he  did  not  think  he  could  get  from  a 
cathartic  of  anything  else. 

Dr.  Porter  said  the  first  symptoms  some- 
times were  chill  and  intermittent  fever;  this 

took  place  on  the  border  of  the  lake  ;  on 
higher  ground  the  spots  came  out ;  a  family 
that  had  suffered  most  severely  was  living  on 
the  banks  of  a  canal  in  a  most  malarious  dis- 

trict, and  lived  on  poor  food. 
Dr.  Bennett  thought  spotted  fever  was  es- 

sentially the  result  of  inflammation. 
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Dr.  Morris  confirmed  Dr.  Porter's  opinion 

in  regard  to  bad  food  causing  disease. 
The  Society  adjourned  to  1:45  P.  M. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Dr.  Benedict  continued  the  discussion  of 
tte  forenoon  topic.  He  believed  the  disease 
prevailed  here  was  not  the  true  spotted  fever. 
Several  cases  were  reported  in  detail,  the 
symptoms,  of  which  were  similar  to  those.  His 
initial  treatment  was  a  free  use  of  mercurial 
cathartic  and  followed  by  bromide  of  potash 
in  full  doses,  as  could  be  borne. 

Dr.  McDonald  presenieti  a  case  that  was 
either  fracture  or  dislocation  of  the  ankle,  and 
requested  the  opimon  of  the  physicians  as  to 
whether  it  was  fracture  or  dislocation.  The  pa- 

tient had  been  wrestling  with  a  friend  in  his 
room  when  the  accident  occurred. 

Dr.  Van  Duyn  related  a  case  of  obscure  dis- 
ease in  which  great  debility  with  dyspepsia 

occurred,  «he  result  of  death. 
Dr.  Morris  introduced  a  patient  suffering 

from  skin  disease  which  began  at  the  elbow. 
Dr.  Campbell  reported  a  case  of  hysteria. 

Rbeumatssm, 
Dr.  Moore  read  an  essay  on  the  treatment 

of  rheumatism  with  carbonate  of  lithia.  Dr. 
Cook  confirmed  the  experience  of  Dr.  M. 

Dr.  Kneeland  and  Dr.  Doyle  continued  the 
rheumatic  discussion.  The  latter  affirmed 
that  a  physician  of  his  acquaintance  had  drank 
sixty  bottles  of  lithia  water  with  no  effect.  His 
prescription  was  : 

R.  Iodide  potash,  gij. 
Nit- ate  potash,  gij. 
Wine  of  colchicumseed,  Ij. 
Camphor  water,  3iij.  M. 

A  teaspoonful  of  the  above  mixture  after 
meals,  and  don't  eat  any  sweets  or  acids. 
When  it  acts  too  strongly  on  the  bowels  re- 

duce the  dose. 
The  rheumatic  question  elicited  considera- 

ble discussion.  Nearly  all  who  spoke  had 
their  peculiar  remedies  ;  some  recommended 
acids,  more  didn't. 

Dr.  Didama  recommended  the  alkaline  treat- 
ment ;  he  had  used  the  acetate  of  potash  and 

usually  the  pain  went  away  in  two  or  three 
days.  When  the  large  doses  of  alkali  were  used 
they  should  be  largely  diluted,  so  that  'hey 
would  act  upon  the  kidneys  and  blood.  When 
large  doses  are  taken  a  goblet  full  of  water 
should  be  given,  or  some  other  drink.  If  the 
patient  were  thus  properly  treated  the  disease 
would  bp.  cured  aud  no  heart  complaint.  The 
recommendation  of  Dr.  Moore,  in  regard  to 
lithia  should  follow  in  his  next  rheumatic  case. 
He  insisted  that  when  he  gave  an  ounce  and 
a  half  of  acetate  of  potash  in  twenty-four 
hours,  such  patient  should  take  with  each  dose 
not  less  tha^  half  a  pint  of  water. 

Dr.  Kneeland  and  Dr.  Mercer  had  relied  on 
acetate  of  potash.  The  latter  had  combined 
it  with  colchicum.  After  the  urine  was  cleared 
up  he  gave  quinine. 

Dr.  Wallace  recommended  chloral.  The  dis- 

cussion was  continued  by  Drs.  Morris  and  Por- 
ter. The  latter  found  great  benefit  from  col- 

chicum and  the  acetate  of  potash.  After  the 
former  had  its  effect  on  the  bowels  the  patient 
commenced  to  improve. 

Spotted  Fevar. 
Dr.  Didama  was  called  out  on  his  treatment 

of  spotted  fe^er.  He  responded  that  he  should 
wait  some  time  before  he  used  the  bromides. 
When  the  disease  was  treated  in  Clay  the  bro- 

mides had  failed.  He  had  five  or  six  ca^es 
lately  and  had  used  tonic  treatment  ^cleaning 
them  out  thoroughly  with  mercurv  and  apply- 

ing mustard  all  over  them.  Within  twenty- 
four  hours  he  gave  them  quinine,  four  grains 
twice  a  day. 

Dr.  Dunlap  reported  t>»at  he  had  seen  no 
good  effects  from  the  bromides  The  mercu- 

rial and  sustaining  treatment  was  his  course. 
Dr.  Dallas  seven  or  ei^ht  years  ago  had 

given  mercury,  bled  the  patients,  and  then 
given  quinine.  A  good,  thorough  mercurial 
cathartic  and  quinine,  with  counter-irritation, 
had  been  his  plan. 

Dr.  Campbell  thought  upon  the  hills  qui- 
nine could  not  be  given  in  as  large  doses. 

There  was  little  difference  among  the  doctors 
aftet  all. 

CASE  OF  DR.  WHEDON. 

George  D.  Whedon,  M.  D.,  sent  in  the  fol- lowing : 

.Dear  S  ir  :  —Unjust  charges,  detrimental  to 
my  moral  character,  having  been  made  against 
me  through  the  city  press  and  in  other  ways, 
I  resign  my  membership  with  the  Onondaga 
County  Medical  Society  until  such  a  time  as  I 
can  fullv  vindicate  myself  therefrom. 

Dr.  Kneeland  read  the  following  resolution 
of  expulsion  against  Dr.  Whedon  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Onondaga  Medical  So- 
ciety having  regard  to  its  honor  and  good 

name,  feels  constrained  to  expel  George  D. 
Whedon  from  this  society;  such  a  case  as  his 
appears  to  demand  prompt  expulsion. 

Dr.  Benedict  seconded  the  resolution  of  Dr. 
Kneeland.  The  society  could  no  less  than 
protect  itself  by  expelling  him. 

Dr.  P<>rter  said  the  society  wanted  no  such 
man  as  Dr.  Whedon  in  its  body.  He  had  been 
guilty  of  crime,  and  had  paid  a  fine  formerly, 
s  >  the  district-attorney  had  said.  When 
Whedon  was  admitted  into  the  society  he 
(the  doctor)  had  thought  he  had  reformed. 

Dr.  Yan  de  Warker  read  the  following  affi- 
davit : 

State  of  New  York,  Onondaga  county,  ss. — 
Asa  C.  Fyler,  of  Syracuse,  in  said  county, 
having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  savs 
that  on  or  about  the  2d  day  of  October,  1871, 
deponent  called  on  Dr.  G.  D.  Whedon,  at  his 
office,  STo.  40  Clinton  street,  in  said  city  of 
Syracuse,  to  talk  with  him  in  reference  to 
Frances  P.  Fyler's  sickness  ;  that  the  said  Dr. 
Whedon,  at  that  time  and  during  that  con- 

versation, told  deponent  that  he,  the  said  Dr. 
Whedon,  was  the  man  who  seduced  Miss 
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Fyler,  and  that  he  was  the  father  of  her  child ; 
that  they,  the  said  Dr.  Whedon  and  Miss 
Fyler,  were  engaged  to  be  married,  and  as 
soon  as  Frances  got  well  he  would  marry  her, 
and  that  he  thought  she  would  make  him  a 
good  wife.  The  said  Dr.  Whedon  further  said 
during  the  same  conversation  that  he  did  not 
procure  abortion  upon  Miss  Fyler,  but  told 
her  where  to  go  to  have  it  done,  and  that  he 
offered  her  money  to  pay  for  the  operation. 

Asa  C.  Fylef. 
Submitted  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  the 

8th  day  of  April,  1872. 
J.  P.  Ballard,  Notary  Public. 

Dr.  Benedict  said  he  cailed  at  Mr.  East- 
man's bouse  and  found  Miss  Fyler  suffering 

from  the  pains  of  parturition.  He  found  the 
case  one  of  abortion  or  miscarriage,  four 
months  advanced.  Mrs.  Eastman  had  learned 
from  Miss  Fyler  that  Dr.  Whedon  was  the 
man.  Mr.  Fyler  saw  Dr.  Whedon,  and  he 
admitted,  in  a  cold  and  heartless  way,  that 
he  had  seduced  Miss  Fyler,  and  said  that  he 
didn't  know  that  it  had  amounted  to  much; 
every  man  had  done  and  was  doing  the  same 
thing  when  he  could  get  a  chance  to.  When 
asked  if  he  would  marry  Miss  Fyler  he  had 
said,  in  a  cool  way,  "  He  didn't  know  but 
that  he  would ;  he  supposed  he  liked  Frances 
just  about  as  well  as  he  did  all  other  women." 

Dr.  Kneeland  hoped  there  would  be  power 
enough  in  the  society  to  kick  Dr.  Whedon 
out. 

Dr.  Plant  called  for  the  reading  of  the  by- 
laws of  the  society  in  regard  to  expulsion, 

which  gave  the  society  power  to  take  the  pro- 
posed action. 

Dr.  Didama  hoped  no  action  would  be  taken 
which  was  not  legal;  if  Dr.  W.  were  guilty 
and  it  was  proved  so,  then  they  ought  to  ex 
pel  him. 

President  Tefft  decided  that  the  society  had 
the  power  to  expel  Whedon  at  this  meeting. 

Dr.  Porter  said  the  evidence  against  Whe- 
don was  the  same  chain  before  his  admission 

and  after.  It  was  a  continuation  of  crimes ; 
he  had  hoped  Whedon  had  reformed,  but  it 
seemed  he  had  not. 

Dr.  Morris  was  in  favor  of  expulsion.  You 
could  not  condemn  one  were  he  the  vile 
K  zenswig  himself,  but  that  some  one  would 
defend  him. 
The  resolution  of  Dr.  Kneeland  was  then 

put,  and  the  vote  was  as  follows  : 
Ayes— Benedict,  Kneeland,  Plant,  Porter, 

Tefft,  Terry,  Van  Duyn,  Van  de  Warker, 
Wbitford-9. 

Noes — Cook,  Didama,  Dunlap,  Doyle, 
Moore,  Mercer,  McDonald,  Searle,  Skinner, 
Wiggins,  Wallace,  Dallis,  Morris,  Crouse, 
Searle.  Campbell — 15. 

Dr.  Porter  in  voting  said  he  would  rather 
do  right  and  violate  the  constitution,  than  do 
wrong,  therefore  he  voted  aye. 

Dr.  Stearns  explained  his  vote  in  the  nega- 
tive, by  saying  he  knew  Whedon  long  ago  and 

his  bad  character ;  he  in  voting    no  "  did  so 

because  if  longer  time  were  taken  in  skinning 
Whedon,  the  more  he  would  suffer. 

The  vote  stood  15  against  immediate  expul- 
sion, to  9  in  favor. 

Dr.  Morris  made  a  motion  that  the  Whe- 
don matter  be  suppressed  in  the  papers.  That 

motion  fell  still  born. 
On  Dr.  McDonald's  motion  the  matter  was 

referred  to  a  committee.  The  doctor  present- 
ed the  following  charge  against.  Dr.  Whedon. 

I  hereby  charge  Dr.  Geo.  D.  Whedon  with 
gross  immoral  conduct,  which  calls  for  his  ex- 

pulsion from  the  Onondaga  County  Medical 
Society,  in  accordance  with  section  fourth, 
article  fourth  of  the  by-laws  of  said  society. 

Dr.  Porter  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved.  That  the  vote  taken  to  expel  Dr. 
Geo.  D.  Whedon  was  given  on  the  constitu- 

tionality of  the  mode  of  expulsion  rather  than 
on  his  character  or  his  fitness  as  a  member  of 
our  medical  society. 

Dr.  Morris  moved  that  the  case  of  Dr.  S.  B. 
Gay  be  presented  to  the  same  committee  He 
had  evidence  that  would  convict  Gay  of  com- 

mitting an  abortion. 
Dr.  Tefft  said  the  Gay  evidence  could  be 

obtained  by  calling  on  the  District  Attorney. 
Dr.  McDonald  offered  the  following  resolu- tions : 

Resolved,  That  the  society  regard  all  trav- 
eling doctors  as  quacks  and  unworthy  of  the 

confidence  of  the  public. 
Resolved,  That  the  editors  ought  not  to  al- 

low i  he  advertisements  of  doctors  to  appear 
in  their  papers  as  editorials. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  true  interest  and 
dmy  of  the  citizens  to  employ  only  educated 
resident  physicians  of  the  different  schools  of 
medicine. 

Resolved,  That  all  graduated  physicians 
should  join  the  City,  County  or  State  societies 
and  that  thev  should  be  sustained  by  the  pub- 

lic in  their  efforts  to  advance  the  science  and 
art  of  medicine  and  surgery. 

Resolved,  That  the  protection  of  the  society 
against  impostors  and  empirics, requires  more 
thorough  education  of  the  profession,  and 
lastly  the  enactment  of  better  statutt  laws. 

Resolved,  That  the  local  notices  of  injuries 
and  casualties  in  the  papers  in  which  the 
names  of  physicians  or  surgeons  appear,  is 
beneath  the  dignity  of  any  professional  gen- 

tleman, as  being  a  violation  of  the  code  of medical  ethics. 

Dr.  McDonald  explained  that  he  did  not  ex- 
pect his  resolutions  would  pass,  he  only  wish- ed discussion. 

They  were  discussed,  when  the  society  ad- 
journed. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY  (PA.)  MEDI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 

In  pursuance  of  previous  notice,  a  goodly 
number  of  the  phvsicians  of  Huntingdon 
county  met  in  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  Huntingdon 
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Pa.,  April  9th,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of  organ- 

izing a  County  Medical  Society. 
Temporary  organization  was  effected  by 

calling  Dr.  John  M'Culloch  to  the  Chair,  and 
electing  Drs.  J.  A.  Shade  and  George  W. 
Thompson  Vice  Presidents,  and  Dr.  Henry 
Orlady.  Secretary. 

The  following  permanent  officers  were  then 
elected  to  serve  one  year:  President,  Dr. 
John  M'Cnlloch,  Huntingdon ;  Vice  Presi- 

dents, Dr.  J.  A.  Shade,  Shade  Gap.  Dr.  J.  H. 

"Wintrode ;  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  A.  B. Brumbaugh,  Huntingdon ;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  Dr.  Henry  Orlady,  Petersburg  ; 
Treasurer,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Thompson,  Mount Union. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  to  be  submitted  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  society. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation :  Dr.  A  B.  Brumbaugh,  Huntingdon  ; 

Dr.  C.  W.  Thompson,  Mount  Union ;  Dr. 
Henry  Orlady,  Petersburg. 

Delegates  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Soci-ty  :  Dr.  J.  A.  Shade,  Shade  Gap  ;  iir.  D. 
P.  Miller,  Huntingdon  ;  Dr.  J.  E.  Thompson, 
Scottsville. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Odd  Fellows 
for  use  of  their  hal*,  and  to  the  editors  of  the 
several  papers  of  Huntingdon  for  their  cour- 

tesy in  publishing  notices,  was  adopted. 
After  the  transaction  of  other  business  the 

society  adjourned,  each  member  well  pleased 
with  the  success  of  the  meeting,  to  meet  in 
Huntdingdon,  on  Friday,  the  12th  of  No- 

vember next,  at  10  A.  M. 
JoriN  M'Culloch,  Prest. 

A.  B.  Brumbaugh,  Secy. 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  KENTUCKY. 

We  give  this  week  a  very  brief  outline  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  society,  and  will  try 

and  give  a  more  detailed  report,  which  has 
been  furnished  us  by  a  correspondent,  next 
week. 

The  society  met  in  Louisville,  April  2d,  the 
President,  Dr.  T.  N.  Wise,  of  Covington,  in 
the  chair. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  : 

President,  Lewis  Rogers,  of  Louisville ; 
Senior  Vice  President,  James  W.  Thompson, 
Paducah ;  Junior  Vice  President,  Joseph 
Smith,  Lexington  ;  Recording  Secretary,  J. 
A.  Larrabee,  Louisville ;  Treasurer,  L.  B. 
Todd,  Lexington  ;  Correspocding  Secretary, 
W.  T.  Humphreys,  Louisville  ;  Committee  on 
Publication,  John  Goodman, S.  Brandies  and 
and  T.  P.  Satterwhite,  all  of  Louisville;  Li- 

brarian, R.  A.  Thornton,  Newport. 
Quite  a  large  number  of  physicians  were 

elected  to  membership.  The  reports  of  the 
officers  and  committees  were  heard,  and  sev- 

eral able  and  important  papers  on  medical 
science  were  read. 

Certain  charges  were  preferred  by  Dr.  Gail- 
lard  against  Dr.  David  W.  Yandell  for  con- 

duct uubecoming  the  medical  profession.  It 
was  proposed  to  refer  the  paper  to  a  special 
committee.  The  chair  decided  that  this  so- 

ciety had  no  time  to  attend  to  such  matters. 
It  should  be  settled  by  local  societies.  Dr. 
Gaillard  said  the  local  societies  were  not  com- 

petent to  decide  it,  as  they  were  prejudiced. 
The  paper  was  finally  withdrawn. 

Dr.  Frazer  read  a  valuable  paper  on  the 
mineral  waters  of  Kentucky. 

The  society  was  invited  by  Surgeon  T.  J. 
Griffiths  to  visit  the  United  Spates  Marine 

Hospital. 
The  Louisville  physicians  gave  a  banquet 

to  the  society,  which  was  a  very  pleasant 
affair. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

The  Treatment  of  Sick  Headache, 
We  make  another  extract  from  Dr. 

Latham's  articles  in  the  British  Medical  Jour- 
nal on  this  subject : 

Let  us  consider  separately  the  remedial 
measures  to  be  adopted  (1)  during  the  stage 
of  disturbed  sensation,  (2)  during  the  stage  of 
headache,  and  (3)  during  the  intervals  be- 

tween the  attacks. 
1.  During  the  Stage  of  Disturbed  Sensa- 

tion.—lu  the  forms  attended  with  disturbance 
of  vision,  you  will  find  that  in  the  same  indi- 

vidual the  longer  this  stage  lasts  the  greater 

will  be  the  headache  ;  and  therefore  we  must 
endeavor  to  shorten  it  as  much  as  possible. 
If  the  condition,  then,  depend  upon  deficient 
supply  of  blood  to  a  part,  such  means  must  be 
adopted  as  shall  assist  and  increase  the  flow  of 
blood  to  the  part;  and  this  can  be  done  in 
some  measure  by  posture  and  stimulants. 
Directly  the  glimmering  appears,  the  patient 
should  lie  down  with  the  head  as  low  as  pos- 

sible, and  if  the  glimmering  be  on  the  right  or 
left  of  the  field  of  vision,  he  should  lie  on  the 
opposite  side.  Let  him  take  at  once  a  full 
sized  glass  of  sherry  ;  if  at  hand,  half  a  bottle 
of  soda-water  is  a  useful  addition.  Cham- 

pagne would  be  preferable,  being  more  dif- 
fusible ;  but  its  administration  would  oft:n  in- 

volve a  little  delay,  and  at  the  commence- 
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ment  of  an  attack  it  is  a  great  point  to  save 
time.  A  large  tablespoonful  of  brandy  diluted 
may,  if  the  patient  prefer  it,  be  substituted 
for  the  sherry.  If  alcoholic  stimulants  be  ob- 

jected to,  or  if  it  be  not  advisable  to  recom- 
mend them,  then  a  teaspoonful  of  sal  volatile 

in  water  may  be  prescribed  instead.  If  the 
patient  be  chilly  or  his  feet  cold,  the  couch 
should  be  drawn  before  the  fire  and  a  hot 
bottle  applied  to  the  feet.  By  these  means 
the  heart  is  enabled  to  drive  the  blood  with 
greater  force  to  the  brain,  and  the  duration  of 
the  vibratory  movement  is  thereby  materially 

lessened.  After  it  has  passed  off,~the  patient should  lie  still  for  a  time,  so  that  the  glimmer- 
ing may  not  return.  This  injunction  will 

only  be  necessary  when  the  headache  is 
slight ;  if  it  be  severe,  attended  with  much 
nausea  or  vomiting,  the  patient  will  be  little 
disposed  or  able  to  leave  the  recumbent  po- 

sition. If,  instead  of  disturbance  of  vision 
preceding  the  headache,  there  be  a  feeling  of 
depression  or  irritability,  fidgets,  etc.,  the  ad- 

ministration of  such  cerebro-spioal  stimulants 
as  henbane,  valerian,  assafoetida,  spirit  of 
chloroform,  or  ether,  will  often  cut  short  the 
attack  ;  ten  or  fifteen  drops  of  the  tincture  of 
henbane,  with  the  same  quantity  of  spirit  of 
chloroform,  will  soothe  the  nervous  irrita- 

bility in  the  slighter  forms,  and  may  be  re- 
peated in  three  or  four  hours,  if  necessary.  If 

there  be  great  mental  depression,  then  vale- 
rian or  assafoetida  should  be  tried.  Stille  says : 

"  Nothing  is  more  astonishing  in  the  oper- 
ation of  remedies  than  the  promptness  and 

certainty  with  which  a  dose  of  valerian  or 
assafoetida  dispels  the  gloomy  visions  of  the 
hypochondriac,  calms  the  hurry  and  agitation 
of  nervous  excitement,  allays  commencing 
spasms,  and  diffuses  a  soothing  calm  over 
the  whole  being  of  one  who  but  an  hour  be- 

fore was  a  prey  to  a  thousand  morbid  sensa- 
tions and  thick-coming  fancies  of  danger, 

wrong  or  loss."  I  give  the  preference  to  vale- 
rian, and  prescribe  from  half  a  drachm  to  a 

drachm  of  the  ammoniated  tincture.  The  as- 
safce  ida  may  be  given  ia  the  form  of  spiritus 
ammonise  foetidus  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  also 
in  half-drachm  or  drachm  doses.  As  a  rule, 
alcoholic  stimulants  are  not  advisable  here. 
A  small  quantity  will  cause  flushing,  heavi- 

ness, slight  conf  usion  of  thought,  etc.,  without 
relieving  the  depression;  and  though  thi  se- 

vere headache  may  be  averted,  alcoholic 
stimulants  do  not  answer  so  well  as  the  reme- 

dies previously  mentioned. 
2  During  the  Stage  of  Headache. — If  the 

headache  be  slight,  and  the  patient  soon  able 
to  sit  up,  there  is  little  to  be  done  ;  a  cup  of 
coffee  or  tea,  cheerful  conversation,  a  walk, 
drive,  or  ride,  may  often  help  to  remove  the 
am.  If,  however,  the  headache,  nausea,  etc., 
e  severe,  theu  the  administration  of  further 

remedies  is  called  for.  The  patient  should  keep 
perfectly  still  and  quiet,  with  the  room  dark- 

ened ;  for  every  sound  or  sight  causes  pain, 
and  the  slightest  movement  is  sufficient  to  pro- 

duce gastric  uneasiness.  Sometimes  free  evacu- 
ation of  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  especially 

if  it  contain  undigested  food,  is  followed  by  re- 
lief. Dr.  Fothergillsays:  "An  emetic  and  some 

warm  water  soon  wash  off' the  offending  matter 
and  remove  these  disorders,"  which  may  be 
very  w  ell  where  there  is  any  offending  matter 
to  wash  off,  but  it  is  not  very  often  that  this  is 
the  case ;  the  nausea  frequently  continues 
long  after  the  contents  of  the  stomach  have 
been  discharged  ;  an  inverted  action  of  the  du- 

odenum is  set  up ;  the  bile  appears  in  the  fluids 

excreted ;  the  'patient  believes  that  all  his 
troubles  are  due  to  "  its  overflow;"  "it's  all 
liver,"  he  says,  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to 
persuade  him  to  the  contrary.  Generally, 
then,  you  should  try  to  relieve  and  check  the 
vomiting.  Iced  soda-water,  with  or  without 
two  or  three  drops  of  dilute  hydrocyanic  acid 
or  spirit  of  chloroform ;  cold  tea ;  the  ever- 
vescing  citrate  of  potash,  with  hydrocyanic 
acid,  may  often  afford  marked  relief.  The 
headache  may  be  lessened  by  applying  cloths 
dipped  in  cold  water,  or  evaporating  lotions  to 
the  head;  if  the  extremities  be  cold  and  the 
headache  severe,  a  warm,  stimulating  foot-bath 
can  be  tried  so  soon  as  the  nausea  will  allow 
the  patient  to  sit  up.  If  the  attacks  occur  in 
the  early  part  of  the  day,  as  soon  as  the  pain 
has  subsided  it  is  generally  better  for  the  pa- 

tient to  sit  up  or  nuve  about,  or  take  exercise 
in  the  open  air.  A  young  lady,  on  consulting 
me  for  this  disorder,  said  :  "  Nothing  relieves 
these  headaches  except  a  good  gallop  on  my 
pony.  I  have  some  times  to  lie  still  for  three 
or  four  hours  before  the  pain  is  bearable,  but 
directly  I  am  able,  I  mount  my  pony,  and  al- 

ways return  home  better."  During  the  attack 
the  appeate  is  diminished,  the  idea  even  of 
food  provoking  disgust.  Still,  after  the  nausea 
has  passed  away  and  the  headache  has  contin- 

ued a  few  hours,  a  plate  of  soup  or  some  easily 
digested  food  will  often  have  a  good  effect  in 
equalizing  the  cerebral  circulation.  A  remedy 
which  may  often  be  given  with  advantage, 
if  the  headache  be  severe,  is  bromide  of  potas- 

sium, in  doses  of  5,  10,  or  15  grains,  to  which 
30  or  40  minims  of  sal  volatile  may  in  some 
cases  be  added  with  advantage  ;  and  if  the  nau- 

sea still  continue  these  may  be  given  in  combi- 
nation with  the  effervescing  citrate  of  potash. 

A  saline  purgative  at  the  commencement  of  an 
attack  is  some  times  an  effectual  remedy  but, 
as  a  rule,  the  use  of  purgatives  is  objection- 
able. 

So  far,  the  measures  which  I  have  suggested 
are  only  palliative.  We  come  now  to  the 
consideration  of  such  as  are  preventive,  or  to 
the  treatment  necessary  during  the  intervals 
between  the  attacks.  First  of  all,  you  must 
try  to  find  out  the  exciting  cause,  and  en- 

deavor to  remove  it.  Hours  of  study  or  work 
must  be  abridged ;  excessive  bodily  fatigue, 
loss  of  rest,  everything  in  fact,  must  be 
avoided  which  the  sufferers  know  from  in- 

dividual experience  will  act  as  exciting  causes. 
Where  the  attacks  are  associated  with  exces- 
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danger-signals,  showing  necessity  for  relaxa- 

tion. In  the  next  place,  you  must  endeavor 
to  improve  tne  tone  of  the  bodily  and  nervous 
systems  by  proper  medicinal  and  hygienic 
means  ;  and  the  chief  remedies  which  I  em- 

ploy are  steel,  strychnia  and  cod-liver  oil. 
The  success,  however,  following  these  reme- 

dies depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  way  in 
which  they  are  administered.  For  a  day  or 
two  after  the  attack  toe  stomach  and  bowels 
may  possibly  be  disordered,  and  not  in  a  fit 
state  to  tolerate  such  remedies.  This  must 
first  be  corrected.  The  simple  vegetable 
bitters,  such  as  gentian,  with  small  doses  of 
henbane  and  some  aromatic,  may  be  of  ser- 

vice, and,  if  necessary,  one  or  two  grains  of 
blue  pili,  with  four  or  five  of  compound 
rhubarb  pill,  may  be  given  at  night.  We  may 
then  try  steel,  if  the  attacks  have  been  very 
frequent,  or  if  there  be  any  scrofulous  ten- 

dency, I  give  the  iodide  of  iron  in  the  follow- 
ing form: 

B.    Ferri  et  ammon.  citrat.,     gr.  v. 
r otassii  iodidi,  gr.  ij. 
Aquae,  M. 

And  I  add,  according  to  circumstances,  15  to 
20  minims  of  tincture  of  henbane,  or  20  or  30 
minims  of  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia  It  the 
stomach  be  at  ail  irritable,  I  give  this  in  the 
effervescing  form,  adding  to  each  dose  20 
grains  of  bicarbonate  of  potash,  and  directing 
it  to  be  taken  with  a  tablespoonful  of  lemon- 
juice  or  a  corresponding  amount  of  citric  acid  ; 
the  dose  to  be  taken  twice  a  day,  about  11  and 
4  I  soon  leave  off  the  effervescing  form,  aud 
then  add  to  each  dose  five  minims  of  liquor- 
strychniae,  omitting  the  henbane  and  sal  vola- 

tile, and  continuing  the  iodide  of  potassium 
according  as  it  seemed  to  be  indicated  or  not. 
In  other  cases,  I  give  the  citrate  of  iron  and 
ammonia  with  strychnine  at  the  beginning, 
and  sometimes  combine  tnem  with  infusion  of 
c&lumba.  The  iron  is  indicated  by  the  greater 
or  less  anaemia  of  the  patient ;  but  the  strych- 

nine is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  important  reme- 
dial agent  in  the  disorder.  In  small  doses  it 

acts  as  a  simple  tonic,  increasing  the  appetite 
and  improving  the  digestion ;  it  dilates  the 
vessels,  and  thus  increasing  the  supply  of 
biood,  it  augments  the  activity  of  the  spinal 
cord  (flarley).  It  promotes  the  capillary  cir- 

culation, and  therefore  its  use  is  advisable  for 
persons  troubled  with  cold  hands  and  feet 
(Ansae) ;  and  if  it  fulfill  these  conditions,  it  is 
clearly  indicated  in  the  disorder  which  we  are 
considering.  Und-iiver  oil  also  often  acts  very 
beneficially.  'k  It  has  been  found  by  experi- 

ment that  great  exertion  and  prolonged  labor 
can  be  endured  without  fatigue  when  starchy 
aud  fatty  foods  are  alone  eaten  .  .  .  and 
there  is  reason  to  think  that  cold-liver  is  more 
easily  absorbed  than  other  similar  substances" 
(Ringer).  It  proves  the  digestive  process, 
increases  the  proportion  of  red  corpuscles  in 
the  blood,  and  invigorates  the  whole  nutritive 
function"  (Wood)',  and  I  believe  it  particu- 

larly sustains  the  energy  of  the  brain  during 
prolonged  mental  exertion.  A  gentleman  in 
the  foremost  rank  at  the  bar  told  me  that, 
whenever  he  was  engaged  in  a  jury-trial 
which  was  likely  to  tax  his  energies  to  a 
greater  degree  than  usual,  the  thing  which 
best  sustained  him  was  a  good  dose  of  cod- 
liver  oil  taken  in  the  morning  before  going 
into  court ;  and  others  engaged  in  mental 
work  have  confirmed  this  view.  I  therefore 
regard  cod-liver  oil  as  having,  besides  its  other 
properties,  a  nutrient  and  tonic  action  on  the 
cerebro-spinal  nervous  system.  As  a  remedy 
for  these  nervous  headaches,  I  only  prescribe 
it  once  a  day,  beginning  with  a  small  tea- 
spoonful  immediately  after  breakfast,  and 
gradually  increasing  the  quantity  to  a  table^ 
spoonful,  but  not  beyond,  unless  in  excep- tional cases. 

You  must  take  care  to  regulate  the  action 
of  the  bowels,  but  by  no  means  have  re- 

course to  strong  purgatives.  Five  grains  of 
socotrine  aloes  pill,  given  at  night,  are  gen- 

erally sufficient.  If  the  bowels  be  habitually 
constipated,  then  no  remedy  seems  to  ans  wer 
so  well  as  the  aloes  and  iron  pill.  Five  grains 
given  twice  a  day,  half  an  hour  before  meals, 
will  act  freely ;  and  in  a  few  days  you  will  have 
to  diminish  the  dos*1,  for  the  remedy  possesses 
this  advantage,  that  its  effect  is  augmented  in- 

stead of  being  lessened  by  continual  adminis- 
tration, especially  when  strychnine  is  given 

at  the  same  time.  The  natural  waters  of 
Friedrichshall  or  Marienbad  may  in  many  in- 

stances be  of  service,  given  as  laxatives. 
Besides  the  remedies  to  which  I  have  called 

your  attention,  others  have  been  recommend- 
ed, such  as  arsenic  and  quinine,  caffein,  etc. 

Where  anemia  is  not  a  prominent  symptom, 
they  may  some  times  be  of  service. 

Lastly,  you  must  lay  down  stringent  rules 
for  your  patients  with  regard  to  diet  and  ex- 

ercise, and  you  must  impress  upon  them  the 
importance  of  these  rules  being  strictly  ob- served. 

Cold  Applications  in  Hyperpyrexia. 
At  the  Clinical  Society  of  London,  Friday, 

March  8th,  1872,  Dr.  Heemann  Webek  read 
a  paper  on  a  case  of  hyperpyrexia  in  rheu- 

matic fever,  successfully  treated  by  cold 
baths  and  affusions.  The  patient  was  a  youth 
set.  16,  who  had  rheumatic  fever  (first  at- 

tack) in  August,  1871.  The  affection  of  the 
joints  was  well  marked,  but  not  excessive. 
The  temperature  of  the  body  varied  between 
the  ninth  and  twelfth  days  of  the  disease  from 
101.6  to  102.2  deg.  Fahr. ;  the  pulse  between 
98  and  118 ;  the  respiration  between  20  and 
24.  The  lungs  were  free,  and  there  was  only 
the  slightest  indication  of  a  murmur  with  the 
first  sound  near  the  apex.  The  medicinal 
treatment  consisted  of  three  grains  of  quinine 
three  times  a  day.  On  the  morning  of  the 
thirteenth  day  great  restlessness,  vomiting, 
excessive  micturition,  involuntary  motions, 
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delirium,  tendency  to  coma  and  lividity  of  face, 
supervened,  simultaneously  with  a  rise  of 
temperature  from  101.6  deg.  on  the  previous 
evening  to  108.2  deg.,  of  the  frequency  of 
pulse  from  118  to  148,  and  of  respiration  from 
23  to  56.  The  patient  was  then  placed  in  a 
bath  of  71  deg.  F. ;  and  affusions  of  w  ater  of 
the  same  temperature  were  made.  The  men- 

tal condition  and  the  appearance  of  the  pa- 
tient rapidly  improved  already  during  the 

first  ten 'minutes ;  and  at  the  termination  of thirty  minutes,  when  he  was  removed  from 
the  bath,  the  temperature  in  the  cavity  of  the 
mouth  was  only  101  8  deg.,  and  further  sank 
during  the  next  naif  hour  to  98. 8  deg. ;  while 
the  patient  fell  asleep  and  began  to  perspire 
freely.  In  the  course  of  the  same  afternoon 
the  temperature  again  began  to  rise  rapidly— 
i.  e.,  from  100.8  deg.  at  3  P.  M.,  to  105.8  deg. 
at  6:40  P.  M.  Pulse  148;  respirations  38; 
slight  delirium.  The  patient  had  then  another 
bath  with  affusion ,  as  in  the  morning,  when 
the  temperature  further  arose  during  the  fir«t 
five  minutes  of  the  bath  to  106.2  deg.,  but 
afterward  fell  rapidly,  the  mercury  receding 
within  twenty-five  minutes  (the  duration  of 
the  bath)  to  101  deg.,  and  during  the  follow- 

ing hours  to  98  deg.  After  the  second  bath, 
without  any  further  medicinal  or  hydrothera- 
peutic  treatment,  the  disease  took  the  course 
of  a  usual  mild  form  rheumatic  fever,  leading 
to  perfect  recovery,  leaving  only  a  rather  loo 
long  first  sound.  Dr.  Weber  repeated  the 
view  stated  in  a  former  communication  to  the 
society  :  that  the  nature  of  these  attacks  was 
the  same  as  in  common  heat-stroke  or  insola- 
tio ;  and  he  thought  the  term  hyperpyrexia, 
as  employed  by  Dr.  Wilson  Fox,  more  appro- 

priate than  heat-stroke,  which  conveyed  the 
idea  of  causation  by  external  heat. 
Acknowledging  that  hyperpyrexia  was  an 

accident  which  could  occur  in  all  febrile  dis- 
eases, he  maintained  that  it  occurred  infinitely 

more  often  in  rheumatic  fever  than  io  any 
other  disease ;  and,  regarding  the  peculiari- 

ties ..f  rheumatic  fever,  he  was  inclined  to 
ascribe  it  to  the  tendency  to  endocarditis  and 
fibrinous  deposits  existing  in  this  disease.  He 
suggested  that  it  might  have  a  similar  origin 
with  chorea,  and  n  ight  possibly  be  due  to 
minute  embolism,  or  to  plugging  of  some  small 
vessels  in  a  cer  am  portion  of  the  nervous  sys- 

tem, as  the  hypothetical  center  of  animal  heat 
and  chemical  changes.  As  to  prognosis  and 
treatment,  he  pointed  out  that  all  cases  for- 

merly had  a  fatal  termination  when  once  the 
temperature  had  reached  108°  Fahr. ;  but  that 
the  tiydrolherapeutic  plan,  if  early  and  ener- 

getically pursued,  and  with  watchfulness,  as 
to  the  possibility  of  several  attacks,  gave 
great  promise  of  a  speedy  cure,  as  had  been 
shown  by  the  two  complicated  and  yet  suc- 

cessful cases  published  by  Dr.  Wilson  Fox, 
the  one  by  Dr.  Mediog,  and  the  one  by  the 
author.  Dr.  Hermann  Weber  alluded  also  to 
a  difference  in  .the  action  of  the  cold  baths  in 
this  class  of  cases  (hyperpyrexia)  and  in  the 

pyrexia  of  typhoid  or  enteric  fever,  typhus 
and  other  fevers  of  longer  duration.  While 
in  the  latter  the  baths,  when  given  during  the 
height  of  the  disease,  produced  only  a  transi- 

tory reduction  of  temperature,  which  was  fol- 
lowed sooner  or  later  by  a  fresh  rise,  so  that 

three,  four  or  even  five  baths  might  be  re- 
quired on  each  of  several  successive  days,  in 

the  hyperpyrexias  one  or  two  baths  might  be 
sufficient  entirely  and  finally  to  remove  the 
complex  of  difference  in  the  action  of  the 
plan  in  question  pointed  to  a  difference  in  the 
underlying  pathological  causes.  Dr.  Green- 
how  gave  details  of  a  case  which  had  been 
under  his  care  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  and 
in  which  the  cold  application  did  marked  good, 
although  the  patient  ultimately  died,  the 
treatment  not  having  been,  by  some  unfor- 
seen  accident,  continued.  The  results  of  the 
treatment  in  this  case,  and  in  another  under 
his  care  of  high  temperature  in  typhoid  fever, 
had  led  him  to  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  its 
therapeutic  value.  Dr.  Andrew  asked  Dr. 
Greenhow  what  treatment  had  been  adopted 
before  the  high  temperature  supervened,  as 
the  condition  might  be  due  to  the  remedies. 
Dr.  Greenhow,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  treat- 

ment had  been  by  alkalies,  and  that  he  be- 
lieved the  patient  was  ordered  one  large  dose 

of  quinine  on  the  morning  on  which  the  high 
temperatue  was  first  observed.  Dr.  Wilson 
Fox  observed  that  the  high  temperature  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  treatment,  and  brought 
forward  facts  which  had  occurred  under  his 
own  observation  to  prove  what  he  said. 
From  his  experience  of  the  cold  treatment 

in  hyperprexia,  he  was  able  to  speak  strongly 
of  the  good  results  obtained  from  it,  and  ear- 

nestly urged  its  being  carried  out  in  private 
practice.  It  was  a  matter  of  life  and  death, 
and  medical  men  should  not  hesitate  to  carry 
it  out.  No  case,  except  one  of  relapsing 
fever,  had  been  recorded  in  which  a  patient 
with  a  temperature  of  108  deg.  had  recovered, 
unless  by  the  cold  treatment.  He  did  not 
think  that  cooling  of  the  skin  could  unload 
plugged  capillaries.  Dr.  Anstie  observed 
that  hyperpyrexia  might  occur  in  any  com- 

plaint, and  alluded  to  a  case  of  delirium  tre-  ' 
mens  under  his  care  in  which  the  temperature 
was  100  deg.,  and  the  pulse  was  shown  by 
the  sphygmograph  to  be  undulatory  in  its 
character.  Di.  Southey  said  that,  without 
accepting  the  theory  of  plugging  arteries, 
stasis  in  the  vessels  might  be  present,  and  be 
removed  by  the  cold  applied  to  the  skin.  Dr. 
P.  Stewart  was  of  opinion  that  these  cases 
were  not  dependent  on  plugging  of  the  minute 
vessels.  In  one  case  which  he  had  under  his 
care,  the  temperature  had  risen  to  109  5  deg., 
and  the  blood  was  found  more  completely 
fluid  than  in  any  case  of  typhoid  or  typhus 
fever  he  had  ever  seen.  This  militated  against 
the  view  of  plugging  of  the  vessels.  This 
class  of  cases  presented  a  typhoid  type  from 
the  commencement ;  in  fact,  some  people 
would  say,  from  the  appearance  presented  by 
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the  patients,  that  they  were  laboring  under 
typhus  fever.  All  the  cases  he  had  seen 
were  given  colored  water,  so  that  remedies 
could  not  have  caused  the  hyperpyrexia.  He 
considered  the  plan  advocated  by  Dr.  Weber 
to  be  a  very  admirable  one.  Dr.  C.  B.  J. 
Williams  thought  that,  in  these  cases  of  hy- 

perpyrexia, there  must  be  some  affection  of 
the  nervous  system  from  the  commencement, 
something  affecting  the  heat-niakir  g  process 
of  the  body,  causing  it  to  rise  to  a  fatal  height. 
He  doubted  the  safetv  of  hastily  adopting  a 
form  of  treatment  like  this,  in  continued 
fever  it  was  useful ;  but  in  rheumatic  fever 
there  was  inflammation  of  the  joint,  and  this 
might  be  repelled  from  one  part  to  the  other. 
He.  in  his  long  experience,  had  never  met 
with  a  case  of  hyperpyrexia ;  and  he  had 
only  had  two  deaths  from  acute  rheumatism 
during  the  ten  years  he  was  physiciau  at  Uni- 

versity College  Hospital — one  from  double 
pneumonia  and  one  from  valvular  heart  dis- 

ease. After  offering  some  remarks  on  some 
of  the  modes  of  treatment  of  rheumatic  fever, 
he  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  hyperpy- 

rexia might  perhaps  be  due  to  treatment. 
Dr.  Weber,  in  reply,  said  that  he  would  no*; 
usually  treat  acute  rheumatism  with  cold 
water  ;  but  the  examples  of  high  temperature 
were  cases  of  life  and  death  ;  and  by  its  means 
the  duration  of  the  disease  was  shortened, 
and  also  its  mortality. 

On  the  Treatment  of  Asthma. 
Mr.  George  Gaskoin,  Surgeon  to  the 

British  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  says 
in  the  British  Medical  Journal : 

In  the  summer  of  1870  I  was  summoned  to 
a  lady  suffering  from  an  acute  attack  of 
asthma.  For  several  nights  she  h  d  been  re- 

stricted to  the  sitting  posture,  bent  over  a 
table,  with  her  forehead  resting  on  her  hands. 
The  distress  was  very  great  indeed.  She  was 
subject  to  frequent  attacks  of  the  kind,  com- 

plicated to  a  very  moderate  extent  with 
with  catarrh  and  bronchitic  exudation.  Her 
physician,  a  gentleman  who  holds  high  pro- 

fessional rank,  was  out  of  town.  Nothing 
had  been  omitted  in  the  treatment,  which 
was  simply  palliative.  She  was  recognized 
as  constitutionally  asthmatic,  and  little  hope 
was  entertained  of  permanent  amendment. 
The  asthma  first  occured  on  the  subsidence 
of  nervous  symptoms  a  few  years  previous. 
It  had  not,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  any  orgrn^c 
basis.  There  was  observable  on  the  legs  an 
eczematous  eruption.  Under  these  circum- 

stances, I  directed  that  the  chloroform  lini- 
ment of  the  British  Pharmacopceia  should  be 

briskly  rubbed  into  the  chest  for  an  hour's 
space,  if  possible  ;  and  this  was  done  daily  by 
a  very  efficient  attendaut,  who  had  sufficient 
intelligence  to  comprehend  and  carry  out  the 
treatment.  Very  early  much  relief  was  ex- 

perienced.  On  the  return  of  her  physician  to 

town  at  the  end  of  three  days,  she  was  al- 
ready so  much  changed  for  the  better  that  he 

directed  the  treatment  to  be  continued.  From 
that  time  it  consisted  in  the  daily  repitition 
of  the  rubbing  process  for  a  month  or  nearly 
so,  without  aid  from  medicine,  and  with  little 
restriction  to  diet.  Beyond  the  information 
I  received  that  she  was  daily  improving,  I 
had  really  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  her 
professionally  after  one  or  two  visits.  Under 
the  hands  of  her  attendant,  she  speedily  got 
rid  of  the  asthma.  The  patient  went  out  of 
town  in  the  autumn,  and  enjoyed  perfect 
health  and  spirits.  She  took  much  walking 
exercise,  with  exposure,  in  the  cold  of  the 
ensuing  winter ;  and,  what  is  very  singular, 
two  years  have  since  elapsed  with  no  return 
of  the  asthma. 

I  shall  now  make  a  few  observations  on 
this  method  of  treatment.  For  some  years, 
in  Paris,  asthmatics  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
resorting  to  a  rubber  in  the  Boulevard  Saint 
Michel,  a  certain  Widow  Pau,  who  pursues 
there  very  much  the  method  which  I  have 
laid  down,  only  that  her  nostrum  is  a  secret. 
She  is  resorted  to  by  a  few  wealthy  people  of 
this  country,  and  has  honorable  mention  in 
some  of  our  West  End  clubs.  At  the  end  of 
her  treatment  her  patients  are  presented  with 
a  book  or  brochure  containing  her  succ  sses, 
which  may  be  said  to  be  fairly  written  for  a 
book  of  its  class.  The  cure  is  subject  to  dis- 

appoint for  a  few  days  ;  but  generally  great 
benefit  will  be  found  in  a  for:  night,  or  even  in 
less  time.  There  is  a  hint  that  it  is  best 
suited  to  cases  with  catarrhal  and  bronchitic 
complication.  The  instance  which  I  have 
here  brought  forward  seems  exactly  to  corre- 

spond with  those  which  are  boasted  of  and 
detailed  historically  by  Madame  Pau. 
Before  giving  directions  as  to  how  this 

treatment  should  be  carried  out  I  will  sp=ak 
as  to  the  rationale.  Counter  irritation,  especi- 

ally by  blister,  issue  and  moxa,  are  of  such 
well  established  repute  in  the  treatment  of 
asthma  that  I  need  not  dwell  on  them  ;  but, 
besides  this,  a  jolting  vehicle,  anything  that 
leads  to  displacement  of  the  air  stagnant  in 
the  vesicles,  is  proved  to  give  relief  in  many 
instances.  I  should  advise,  then,  that  the  fric- 

tions should  be  made  with  such  roughness  as 
the  case  admits.  Slight  blows  with  the  palm 
of  the  hand  or  the  end  of  a  towel  on  the  ribs 
are  quite  allowable  ;  and  the  friction  should 
be  extended  to  the  front  of  the  neck  at  the 
lower  part,  where  the  vagi  enter  the  chest.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  composition  of  the  lini- 

ment need  trouble  us,  provided  it  be  warm  and 
work  easily.  Auything  like  Eoche's  embro- cation would  answer  very  well. 

I  am  not  without  some  experience  of  asth- 
ma, and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  present 

method  will  be  found  a  valuable  addition  to 
our  therapeutic  means.  If  proved  not  to  be 
novel,  it  must  be  conceded  that  ifc  has  fallen 
into  utter  neglect. 
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NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 We  have  neglected  to  notice  the  Wes- 
tern Lancet^  which  commenced  this  year  at 

San  Francisco,  edited  by  Drs.  Eustace  Tre- 
NORand  H.  P.  Babcock,  published  by  Ban- 

croft &  Co.  The  first  number  looks  well.  The 

prospectus  promises  that  at  least  one  photo- 
graph from  nature  of  a  pathological  specimen 

or  surgical  case  will  accompany  sach  number . 

BOOK  NOTICE. 

Annual  Keport  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  year  1870. 

Washington :  1871. 
The  present  report  of  the  Smithsonian  is 

equal  in  value  to  any  that  has  preceded  it, 
and  that  is  saying  a  great  deal  for  it. 
Among  matters  it  contains  which  will  more 

especially  interest  men  of  our  profession,  we 
may  refer  to  Mr.  Wm.  B.  Taylor's  Thoughts 
on  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  Force,  which  is 
altogether  materialistic  in  tone.  As  usual, 
he  repeats  the  constant  blunder  which  such 
writers  make,  and  which  was  so  lucidly 

pointed  out  in  Hume's  arguments  by  the  phil- 
ospher  Kant— that  of  not  distinguishing  be- 

tween the  duplex  nature  of  causation.  But 
as  materiaiits  take  great  pride  in  despising 
metaphysics,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
they  will  avoid  any  physical  blunder  detected 
by  these — indeed,  they  could  not  do  so,  for  if 
they  did  they  could  not  be  materialists  any 
longer. 

Still  better  is  an  address  on  the  relation  of 
food  to  work  and  its  bearing  on  medical  prac- 

tice, by  the  eminent  investigator,  the  Rev. 
AMUEL  Haughton,  M.  B.}  of  Dublin.  No 

one  will  lose  his  time  who  studies  this  article 
thoroughly. 

The  ethnological  articles  are,  as  they  ought 
to  be,  chiefly  American,  and  contribute  quite 
a  large  amount  of  information  on  the  archce- 
ology  of  our  country. 

 A.  T.  Stewart,  of  New  York,  had  his 
entire  establishment,  consisting  of  eight  hun- 

dred persons,  vaccinated  by  the  Health  De- 
partment Inspectors  recently. 

Changes  in  the  Harvard  Medical  School. 
The  "revolution  "  in  the  Harvard  medical 

school,  as  President  Eliot  calls  it  in  his  re- 
port, embraces  the  following  features :  In- 

struction is  given  by  lectures,  recitations, 
clinical  teaching  and  practical  exercises  uni- 

formly distributed  throughout  the  academic 
year;  and  the  student  is  expected  to  attend 
throughout  the  year  just  as  he  does  in  the  col- 

lege or  the  schools  of  theology,  law  and 
science.  Secondly,  the  course  of  instruction 
fills  three  years,  beginning  with  the  funda- 

mental subjects  of  anatomy,  physiology  and 
chemistry  in  the  first  year,  and  carrying  the 
student  progressively  and  systematically  from 
one  subject  to  another,  until  at  the  end  of  his 
third  year  he  will  have  studied  all  the  recog- 

nized subjects  of  a  good  medical  education. 
Thirdly,  in  anatomy,  physiology,  chemistry 
and  pathological  anatomy,  laboratory  work  is 
substituted  for  or  added  to  the  usual  diadactic 
lectures.  Every  student  has  his  place  and 
time  in  the  anatomical  and  chemical  labora- 

tories, and  in  the  microscope  room ;  and  he  is 
made  to  feel  that  such  work  is  quite  as  much 
required  of  him  as  attendance  at  recitations 
and  lectures.  Lastly,  every  candidate  for  a 
degree  must  pass  a  satisfactory  examination 
in  every  one  of  the  main  subjects  of  medical 
instruction ;  and  these  examinations  are,  in 
part  at  least,  by  questions  and  answers  upon 
paper,  so  that  the  governing  Boards  of  the 
University  and  the  profession  at  larg^  may 
hereafter  know  what  the  standard  for  the 
degree  really  is. 

New  Medical  Society  in  "Vermont. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  Lamoille  Valley 

(Vermont)  Medical  Society  was  held  at  Dre- 
nan's  hall,  Hardwick,  Wednesday  the  13th 
ult.  This  meeting  was  designed  as  a  prelim- 

inary to  provide  for  a  permanent  organiza- 
tion. Wells,  of  Hardwick  ;  Fairman,  of  Wol- 

cott,  and  Hall,  of  Morrisville,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by- 

laws, and  report  the  same  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  society.  It  was  voted  to  hold  the 

next  meeting  at  Wolcott,  July  10,  1872,  pro- 
vided satisfactory  arrangements,  aud  co- 

operation of  the  medical  fraternity  in  that 
vicinity,  could  be  effected. 

 In  an  assault  case  in  an  Oregon  court, 
lately,  a  lawyer  asked  a  physician,  who  was 
on  the  witness  stand,  if  he  had  made  "  a 
diagnosis  of  the  plaintiff's  physiology.'' 

 Dr.  Wm.  Hewer,  an  English  miser, 
aged  eighty-four  years,  long  a  noted  character 
in  San  Francisco,  was  found  dead  on  a  pile  of 
rags  in  his  room  in  Dupont  stieet,  April  13th. 
The  room  had  not  been  swept  in  fourteen 
years.  Twelve  thousand  pounds,  English 
money,  was  found  in  the  room. 
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THE  MODERN  OPERATION  OP  CIRCUM- 
CISION. 

In  a  recent  number  of  The  Israelite,  Dr 
Epstein,  of  Cincinnati,  gives  some  directions 

regarding  the  modern  operation  of  circum- 
cision which  will  be  useful  to  those  required 

to  perform  it,  and  are  interesting  to  others 

who  have  never  witnessed  this  venerable  pro" 
cedure.  It  appears  that  it  is  occasionally  fol- 

lowed by  dangerous  hemorrhage,  at  which  we 
are  the  less  surprised  when  we  learn  that  the 

u  mohel,"  or  operator,  is  rarely  a  physician. 
The  first  step  is  the  circision.  This,  per- 

formed with  ordinary  care,  could  hardly  ever 
give  rise  to  excessive  bleeding,  owing  to  the 

great  contractility  of  the  external  skin.  A 

little  cold  water— or  still  better,  mixed  with 

an  equal  part  of  vinegar— would  be  all  that 
were  necessary  to  stop  the  bleeding  in  ordi 

nary  cases. 
After  this  the  father  pronounces  a  benedic- 

tion and  the  second  act  begins,  the  PWiah  or 

avulsion  of  the  foreskin.  When  well  per- 

formed, the  "  p'riah  "  is  in  itself  a  means  of 
stopping  the  bleeding,  for  a  torn  wound  bleeds 
less  than  an  incised  one  ;  and  the  crowding  of 
the  folds  of  this  membrane  into  the  retracted 

remaining  portion  prevents  the  bleeding,  and 

both  speedily  forma  healthy,  soft  cicatrix.  In 
ordinary  cases,  therefore,  the  usual  cold  water 
dressing  of  the  wound  is  all  that  is  necessary. 

But  it  may  happen  that  this  membrane  is  un- 

usually tough,  and  when  the  "  mohel "  is  a  lit- 
tle excited,  he  may  overdo  the  performance 

of  u  p'riah,"  and  detach  the  membrane  on 
either  side  from  its  attachment  in  the  groove, 

nay,  may  even  tear  it  completely  off  all  around 
the  penis,  and  reach  violently  into  the 

"  frenulum  "  and  lacerate  it  so  that  the  mem- 
brane hangs  in  one  or  more  shreds  about  or 

underneath. 

The  third  step  is  that  which  is  known  as 

MHsilah,  or  sucking  out  the  blood.  The  mo- 

hel applies  his  mouth,  partly  filled  with  as- 
tringent wine,  to  the  penis,  and  by  suction 

empties  the  lacerated  vessels  of  the  part. 

This  primitive  method  of  arresting  hemor- 
rhage Dr.  Epstein  recommends  should  be 

supplemented  with  a  styptic  dressing  and  a 

touch  of  Monsell's  salt,  if  required.  He 
might  have  hinted  also  that  the  infant  occa- 

sionally runs  other  dangers  besides  that  of 

bleeding  to  death.  Eicoed  relates  the  in- 
stance of  a  mohel  who  was  affected  with  a 

syphilitic  patch  on  the  lips,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  operations  conveyed  the  chancrous 

poison  to  a  number  of  children.  It  is  a  pity 
that  the  third  act  could  not  be  replaced  by 

some  other  equally  efficacious  procedure. 

The  editor  of  The  Israelite  appends  the  fol- 

lowing very  sensible  remarks  to  Dr.  Epstein's 
article  : 

"  We  would  respectfully  add  to  the  obser- 
vations of  Dr.  E.,  that  no  mohel  should  be  em- 
ployed unless  well  known  to  be  an  expert  in 

the  operation,  or  a  practical  physician.  In 
fact,  all  Jewish  physicians  should  be  mohelim. 
No  new  mohel  should  be  authorized  or  admit- 

ted to  practice,  unless  he  has  heard  a  proper 
course  of  lectures  in  a  college,  or  is  a  physi- 

cian, equal  to  the  skillful  performance  of 
the  operation  and  the  healing.  In  no  case, 
should  one  be  permitted  to  perform  the  oper- 

ation without  the  assistance  of  a  practical 

physician.'  ' 
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THE  "  TONER  LECTURES." 

"We  have  on  seven!  ojc^s'od^  called  our 
readers'  attention  to  the  meritorious  services 
for  ihe  cause  of  science  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner, 

of  Washington  city.  His  researches  in  medi- 
cal h  story  and  statistics  have  not  only  been 

profound,  but,  what  is  more  rarely  the  case, 
have  borne  fruitful  results. 

It  is  now  our  pleasure  to  chronicle  another 

praiseworthy  undertaking  to  which  he  has 
given  the  start,  and  which  deserves  the  hearty 

thanks  and  recognition  of  scientific  men  gen- 
erally. This  is  the  establishment  of  a  course 

of  lectures  or  essays  on  experimental  truth. 

To  effect  this  he  has  with  rare  generosity  set 
aside  real  estate  and  personal  property  to  a 
considerable  amount,  or  has  transferred  it  to 
a  body  of  trustees  m  perpetuo,  composed  of 

tbe  Secre  ary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  the 

Surgeon-General  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  the  Chief 

of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  U.!S. 
Navy,  and  the  President  of  the  Medical  So- 

ciety of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  explaining  precisely  what  Dr.  Toner's 
intentions  are,  we  shall  do  well  to  quote  the 
exact  words  of  the  instrument  m  iking  the 
trust.  Here  is  an  extract  from  the  pream- 

ble: 

"  Whereas,the  said  party  of  the  firt  part  [the 
donor]  believing  that  the  advancement  of  sci- 

ence— that  is,  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  na- 
ture in  any  part  of  her  domain,  and  particu- 
larly 6u-jh  discoveries  as  contribute  to  the  ad- 

vancement of  medicine — tend  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  mankind,  hath  determined  to 
convey  and  transfer  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  and  their  successors  forever,  in 
their  several  official  positions,  as  aforesaid, 
the  hereinafter  real  and  personal  property, 
amounting  in  value  to  about  $3,000,  90  per 
cent,  of  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  applied 
for  at  least  two  annual  memoirs  or  essays  by 
different  individuals,  and,as  the  fund  mcreases, 
as  many  more  as  the  interest  of  the  trust  and 
revenue  will,  in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees, 
justify,  relative  to  some  branch  of  medical  sci- 

ence, to  be  read  at  the  city  of  Washington  at 
such  time  and  nlace  as  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part  and  their  successors  as  trustees 

may  designate,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Toner Lectures  each  of  these  memoirs  or  lectures 
to  contain  some  new  truth  fully  established 
by  experiment  or  observation,  and  no  such 
memoir  or  lecture  to  be  given  to  the  world 
under  the  name  of  u  The  Toner  Lectures," 
without  having  first  been  critically  examined 
and  approved  by  competent  persons  selected 
by  said  trustees  for  that  purpose. 

"It  is  further  provided  that  such  of  the  said 
memoirs  or  lectures  as  may  be  approved  shall 
be  published  in  such  manner  and  through  such 

channels  as  said  trustees  may  determine." 
Then  follow  the  legal  details  of  the  trust, 

etc.,  into  which  we  need  not  enter  here. 
As  far  as  we  know  this  is  the  first  attempt 

to  institute  such  a  course  of  lectures  in  this 

country,  and  we  predict  that  if  the  trust  is 

carried  out  in  the  spirit  of  its  founder— and 
from  the  standing  of  the  trustees,  no  one  can 
doubt  but  this  will  be  the  case— it  will  have 
a  beneficent  influence  in  the  progress  of  exact 

science.  Not  only  this,  but  it  will  serve  as  a 

hint  and  example  which  wealthy  and  gener- 
ous friends  of  science  will  doubtless  from  time 

to  time  follow  in  erecting  similar  trusts.  Such 
stimuli  to  definite  study  benefit  not  only  the 

class  who  devote  their  time  to  researches  in  na- 

ture's laws,  but  even  more  the  general  public,, 
who  are  thus  early  made  acquainted  with  the; 

results  they  have  achieved. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Super-ovulation. 
Concerning  a  hen,  Dr.  G.  P.  Phillips,  of 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  writes  us  :: 
"  I  was  shown  her  last  lay.  The  egg  was 

about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter  ;  on 

breaking  this  we  found  the  white  portion  as 

in  other  eggs,  and  a  perfect  egg,  of  unusual 

size,  occupying  the  place  of  the  yolk.  The 
week  before  she  laid  a  similar  egg,  each  hav- 

ing a  perfect  shell,  white  portion  and  yolk. 

Is  this  not  a  perfect  case  of  super-ovulation  ?" We  should  say  so. 

On  Preserving  Vaccine  Virus. 

Dr.  F.  S.  Hall,  of  Cumberland'  Center, 
Maine,  tells  us : 
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"  I  preserve  my  virus  by  dropping  it  into 

a  ̂ ij.  vial,  with  some  nice  cotton  wadding 
upon  the  bottom,  and  then  packing  the  top 
thoroughly  full  of  the  same.  It  keeps  a  long 

while  thus  cared  for." 

Corrections. 

On  p.  274,  col.  1,  line  17,  for  vocal  read  buc- 
cal.  On  p.  251,  col.  2,  line  4,  for  5  drops  read 

5  per  cent. 

A  Cause  of  Typhoid  Fever. 
Dr.  Fergus,  of  Glasgow,  recently  called 

the  attention  cf  the  Edinburgh  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Society  to  a  little  noticed  cause  of 
typhoid  fever  and  other  zymotics  : 

"  Sewage  gas,  always  forming,  is  generally 
lighter  and  hotter  than  air,  and  being  fre- 

quently in  a  state  of  tension,  will  ascend  and 
escape  at  the  highest  point.  After  stating 
how  ineffectual  any  present  system  of  trap- 

ping was  in  preventing  the  escape  of  sewage 
gas  into  houses,  and  instancing  various  epi- 

demic diseases  originating  from  sewage  gas, 
the  author  stated  that  fifteen  years  ago  he' 
first  detected  perforated  soil  pipes.  These 
perforations  were  generally  on  the  upper  sur- 

face of  the  pipe,  and  the  pipe  usually  affected 
was  the  cross  one  leading  from  the  closet  to 
the  main  descending  soil-pipe ,  and  if  there  were 
an  arch  in  the  pipe  the  upper  surface  of  the 
arch  would  be  perforated.  The  author  ex- 

hibited several  specimens  of  perforated  pipes, 
showing  clearly  ihat  the  destructive  action 
was  from  within.  Considering  the  results  of 
chemical  analysis,  as  well  as  the  increased 
rapidity  with  which  this  action  takes  place  in 
pipesnot  ventilated,  he  believed  himself  justi- 

fied in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  perfor- 
ation was  due  to  the  action  of  sewage  gas. 

He  found  on  inquiry  that  the  same  state  of 
things  exists  in  every  water-closet  town. 
Lead  being  usually  employed  as  the  material 
for  soil-pipes,  it  becomes  important  to  inquire 
how  long  a  good  lead  soil-pipe  will  hold  out. 
In  unventilated  pipes  the  duration  might  be 
stated  to  be  about  twelve  years,  when  the 
pipe  is  carried  up  to  the  top  of  the  house,  and 
open  to  the  external  air,  the  maximum  dur- 

ation is  from  twenty  to  thirty  years.  The 
practical  conclusion  upon  which  the  author 
insisted  was  that  in  any  house,  however  well 
built,  when  cases  of  typoid  fever,  diphtheria, 
fitc,  occur,  the  pipes  should  be  thoroughly 

inspected,  especially  their  upper  surface,  and 
the  whole  of  the  soil-pipe  uncovered.  Sewer 
gas  may  also  piove  injurious  by  passing  up 
the  waste-pipe  of  the  cistern  and  becom- 

ing absorbed  by  the  water." 

The  English  Contagious  Diseases  Acts. 
These  acts  have  met  with  bitter  opposition, 

but  are  clearly  doing  great  good.  At  a  late 
meeting  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
London,  Mr  Acton  observed  that  in  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission  he  read  that 
the  appearance  of  the  women  was  very  much 
improved  by  the  operation  of  the  acts.  The 
cases  of  syphilis  were  much  less  severe  than 
formerly.  Women,  in  former  days,  at  Alder- 
shot,  had  to  be  hunted  out  of  the  drains,  etc.; 
and  women,  when  first  examined,  had  been 
very  bad,  and  must  have  been  diseased  some 
time.  One  woman,  in  days  gone  by,  had 
often  infected  a  great  number  of  men.  One 
patient  had  connection  with  nearly  90  soldiers 
when  sufferinc  grievously  from  mucous  tuber- 

cles. The  state  of  syphilis  near  Westminster 
was  very  bad  in  1871.  The  places  existing 
without  "protection"  are  much  worse  than 
those  where  there  is  protection.  A  prostitute 
does  not  die  of  these  venereal  diseases  ;  and, 
as  these  women  are  frequently  barren,  they 
often  live  in  comparative  comfort  if  they  marry. 
The  women  marry  in  most  instances,  and  get 
away  from  their  trade.  A  woman  now  gets 
the  man  to  marry  her  more  easily  in  protected 
districts.  The  frequency  of  venereal  disease 
among  civil  hospitals  is  very  great.  Con- 

tinental armies  are  much  less  infected  than 
ours.  Sir  J.  Paget  says  that  many  diseases 
of  the  internal  organs  are  syphilitic,  and  he 
adds,  it  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the 

"the  evil  done  by  syphilis.  Hewitt  said  ho 
found  it  one  of  the  most  frightful  of  all 
diseases.  Dr.  Farr  says  that  651  children 
under  five  died  of  the  disease  in  one  year. 
Syphilis,  nowadays,  rarely  produces  falling 
in  of  the  nose,  as  it  used  to  do  when  mercury 
was  abused,  and  when  twelve  men  used  to  be  so 
salivated  in  one  ward  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  for  a  month  at  a  time.  The  dis- 

covery of  iodide  of  potassium  was  a  great  im- 
provement, and  the  cause  why  there  is  not  so 

much  evil  nowadays  occasioned  by  syphilis. 
In  1865, 108  per  1,000  of  the  naval  troops  ;  in 
1869,  only  59  per  1,000  were  found  to  be  in- 

fected. In  the  army,  Balfour,  in  28  stations, 
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in  1865,  found  120  per  1,000  infected,  and,  in 
1870,  54  in  1,000.  Public  solicitation  is  less. 
The  Contagious  Diseases  Acts  have  done  good 
in  reclaiming  the  women;  the  discipline  of 
the  acts  was  severe,  and  many  women  were 
reformed. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

On  Gynaecological  Treatment. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: 
Permit  me  to  notice  briefly  through  your 

columns  the  paper  on  "  Ulceration  of  the  Os 
and  Cervix  Uteri,"  which  appeared  in  your 
issue  fc  r  March  30 ̂ from  the  pen  of  Dr.  R.  L. 
Payne,  of  Lexington,  North  Carolina. 

The  recent  introduction  of  gynaecology  as  a 
specialty  in  medical  science  seems  1  o  have  de- 

veloped the  idea  among  many  of  our  profes- 
sional brothers  that  diseases  of  the  reproduc- 

tive system  constitute  the  sum  total  of  female 
afflictions,  and  that  they  warp  every  indispo- 

sition with  which  they  meet  to  fit  this  "  one 
idea."  I  have  observed  young  practitioners 
who,  upon  reading  an  artiele  in  a  text-book  or 
journal  which  particularly  interested  them  at 
the  time,  make  the  very  first  case  to  which 
thay  were  afterward  called  meet  in  full  the 
symptoms  previously  noticed  in  the  reading. 
The  current  literature  of  our  profession  has 
been  euch  of  late  years  that  it  has  engen- 

dered in  the  minds  of  many  of  our  pro- 
fession that  they  are  specially  set  apart 

for  producing  wonderful  developments  in  this 
new  field,  and  that  every  medical  man  who 
does  not  herald  loud  and  long  the  number  of 
times  he  has  used  the  vaginal  speculum  must 
be  an  ignorant  member,  unworthy  to  be  class- 

ed among  the  progressive  faculty — to  use  a 
favorite  mode  of  expressing  the  idea  among them. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  uterine  maladies  are  a 
fruitful  source  of  discomfort  to  multitudes  of 
the  female  race,  and  am  just  as  well  convinced 
of  the  value  of  the  speculum  as  an  aid  in  the 
successful  treatment  of  many  of  its  forms  ;  but 
that  ocular  inspection  is  necessary  to  the 
cases  like  the  two  first  detailed  in  the  paper 
under  review,  I  cannot  admit.  Incase  first, 
the  symptoms  are  enumerated  thus:  Con- 

fined two  years  ago ;  has  been  all  the  time 
since  pale,  emaciated,  hydrsemical — with  pro- 

fuse leucorrhea  and  prolapsus  ;  these  were  all 
of  course  discoverable  without  the  speculum, 
and  furnished  sufficient  evidence  to  point  to 
the  use  of  iron,  quinia  and  gentian,  which  was 
prescribed  accordingly.  These  were,  no  doubt, 
the  potent  remedies,  the  argenti  nitras  and 
local  treatment  coming  in  for  a  very  meger show  of  credit  for  the  cure. 
^  Let  us  look  at  the  pathology  of  the  case  a 
little.   As  above  stated,  the  patient  had  been 

in  ill  health  since  her  last  confinement  two 
years  ago,  the  attendant  symptoms,  besides 
those  above  spoken  of,  being  "  a  constant  sense 
of  fulness  and  bearing  down  within  the  pelvis; 
pain  in  the  back  and  thighs;  indigestion,  patu- 

lous, thickened  anl  dilated  os,  attended  with 
profuse  menstruation,  etc.  Here  we  clearly 
find  a  case  ot  subinvolution  of  the  uterus,  with 
all  the  consequences  of  malposition,  malnu- 

trition, etc.,  the  whole  train  of  phenomena 
being  a  sequence  and  not  the  cause  of  the  gen- 

eral ill-health  of  the  patient.  The  powers  of 
the  mother  were  from  some  cause  injured 
before  labor  or  perhaps  in  child-bed,  and  the 
womb  as  a  consequence  never  thereafter  hav- 

ing recovered  sufficient  tenacity  to  regain  its 
normal  non-pregnant  condition,  we  can  very 
readily  comprehend  why  we  meet  the  symp- 

toms named  ,and  the  proper  course  of  treatment 
which  would  have  been  most  appropriate. 
The  local  lesions  were  not  the  CAUSE,  but  the 
consequence  of  the  indisposition,  and  how- 

ever justifiable  a  speculum  examination  and 
local  treatment  may  have  appeared  in  the 
mind  of  the  good  doctor,  I  am  iucliued  to  the 
opinior  that  I  could  have  treated  the  case  suc- 

cess Lully  without  a  resort  to  either.  We  might 
just  as  well  apply  caustic  to  the  red  tongue  of 
typhoid  fever,  or  drop  a  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver  into  the  infected  eye  which  accompanies 
a  common  catarrh,  with  the  expectation  of  re- 

moving the  disease,  as  to  have  used  it  in  a  case 
like  the  above. 
Any  treatment  wh  ich  restores  nutrition  to 

the  impoverished  tissues  and  renews  the 
powers  of  life  had  benefited  this  patient,  and 
I  think  the  doctor's  iron,  quinine  and  gentian 
very  good  so  far  as  they  went,  but  in  the 
place  of  his  glass  speculum  and  his  "  nitrate," I  would  have  given  her  tincture  cf  ergot  and 
digitalis.  These  two  remedies  are  a  sine  qua 
non  in  treating  these  heavy,  thickened  and  in- 

dolent post-partum  wombs,  especially  so  of 
digitalis.  It  seems  to  me  to  exert  a  specific 
power  in  these  cases,  unequaled  by  any  other 
remedy  in  our  long  catalogue. 

But  after  all  treatment  in  most  cases  is 
comparatively  easy  when  we  know  what  the 
pathological  condition  is  which  is  demanding 
our  aid.  It  is  very  much  easier  to  make  vis- 

ual examinations  and  enter  into  a  quixotic 
warfare  with  an  alarming  "womb  disease" (which  is  half  the  time  more  imaginary  than 
real,  both  in  the  minds  of  the  patient  and 
medical  attendant),  than  it  is  to  come  down 
to  sober  medical  philosophy,  which  enables 
us  to  trace  effect  from  cause,  cause  from  ef- 

fect, and  assists  us  in  our  duty  when  it  is  nec- 
essary to  disentangle  the  woof  of  obscure 

problems,  which  so  often  lies  hidden  in  dis- 
eased conditions.  Let  us  study  our  cases  well, 

and  when  it  is  proper  to  do  so,  administer 
medicine  underxtandingly,  be  it  either  with 
the  speculum  or  the  iron  spoon.  It  does  not 
follow,  however,  that  because  one  physician 
has  not  the  tact  which  enables  him  to  dis- 

criminate closely  in  diagnosis  or  to  apply  the 
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most  appropriate  remedies  iu  a  given  case, 
t  bat  he  is  an  ignorant  fellow,  and  therefore 
8  hould  be  driven  from  the  profession.  Iam 
charitable  in  this  regard,  because  I  thoroughly 
recognize  human  fallibility  in  every  human 
pursuit.  Why  should  medicine  be  an  excep- tion ? 

J.  P.  Chesney,  M.D. 
Saint  Joseph,  Mo. 

On  Sick  Headache. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Sltrg.  Reporter  : 

I  have  examined  with  interest  the  views  of 
Drs.  Wilks  and  Kunst  on  the  subject^  of 
Bick  headache  more  particularly  from  having 
suffered  at  short  intervals  all  my  life  with  an 
hereditary  disease  bearing  that  name,  though 
often  unaccompanied  with  sickness  at  the 
stomach. 

In  comparing  their  views,  I  find  that  Wilks 
declares  and  Kunst  concedes  that  "  true  sick 
headache  is  a  purely  nervous  affection," 
Wilks  further  claiming  it  is  mostly  heredi- 

tary and  generally  occurs  in  the  most  temper- 
ate livers ;  thus  both  apparently  admitting  it 

as  an  idiopathic  or  primary  affection  of  the 
nerves  ;  yet  Kunst  thereafter  claims  that  it 
generally  arises  from  insufnci  nt  capacity  of 
the  stomach  to  assimilate,  therefore  terms  it  a 
sympathetic  or  secondary  aftecaon  of  the 
nerves;  this  latter,  I  think,  agrees  with  the 
view  of  most  physicians,  as  they  generally 
seem  to  think  it  usually  arises  from  indiscre- 

tion of  eating  and  di  inking,  from  which  cause 
an  attack  is  expected  ;  thus  this  variety  might 
be  called  the  prognostic  sick  headache ;  but 
that  which  originates  fr  m  peculiar  nervous 
temperament  generally  comes  on  unexpect- 

edly from  individual  nervous  susceptibility, 
and  doubtless  induced  to  manifest  itself  from 
a  combination  of  unexplainable  events.  Al- 

though I  concede  that  this  is  a  purely  ner- 
vous affection,  I  will  admit  that  an  attack 

may  be  induced  from  the  reception  of  certain 
food  into  the  stomach,  yet  without  c  nsti- 
tutins  it  a  secondary  distase  of  the  nerves, 
for  a  primary  nervous  affection  is  just  sis 
capable  of  transmitting  disease  to  the  di- 

gestive apparatus,  as  the  digestive  to  the 
nervous;  consequently  what  Kunst  denom- 

inated a  secondary  affection  of  the  nerves 
may  in  many  cases  be  properly  consider- 

ed an  idiopathic  or  primary  affection  sym- 
pathetically effecting  the  digestive  appara- 

tus, ihis  kind  of  action  we  often  see  de- 
monstrated in  vomiting  from  injury  of  the 

brain.  In  the  strictest  sense  of  the  term,  1 
question  whether  there  is  any  idiopathic  dis- 

ease, for  the  reason  that  all  the  animal  func- 
tions, like  the  universal,  are  correlative  or  re- 

ciprocal, but  from  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  term  it  should  be  as  readily  regarded  as 
the  sympathetic. 
Now  i;8  I  am  one  of  the  class  canaed  by  Dr. 

Wilks  as  a  temperate  liver,  with  an  heredi- 
tary disease  of  the  nerves,  corresponding 

much  with  his  description,  I  think  it  may  be 
of  some  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Re- 

porter to  peruse  a  few  lines  in  regard  to  the 
peculiar  symptoms  I  experience,  from  which 
may  arise  a  question  in  respect  to  the  modus 
operandi  of  a  diseased  sensorial  nerve,  influ- 

encing the  action  of  another  of  different  sen- 
sation, originating  on  the  opposite  side  from 

the  diseased,  in  preference  to  the  one  from  the 
same  side.  The  attack  upon  me  is  sudden 
and  terrific ;  may  occur  at  any  time  of  day, 
but  less  f.  equent  in  the  night  while  asleep  ; 
often  apparently  requiring  no  conditions, 
though  it  cannot  otherwise  exist.  It  is  frf  quent- 
ly  ushered  upon  me  when  I  feel  unusually 
sprightly  and  active.  Tne  first  symptoms  are 
always  an  apparent  distortion  of  the  faces  of 
persons  and  of  things  which  may  come  in 
contact  with  the  sight,  certain  points  being  in- 

visible, butchanging  position  instantaneously. 
To  be  sure  that  it  is  really  the  appearance  of 
this  unwelcome  visitor,  I  close  my  eyes  and 
cover  them  w  th  my  hands,  that  no  light  may 
shine  through  the  lids;  if  real,  the  exhibition 
is  a  zig -za^  semi-circular,  fiery  bright  line, 
continually  in  motion,  varying  in  brilliancy 
and  activity  in  proportion  to  the  ensuing  pain  ; 
more  brilliant  the  appearance,  more  seveiv  the 
pain.  This  symptom  generally  passes  off  in 
from  thirty  to  sixty  minutes,  with  intermittent 
luminous  appearances;  then  the  pain  begins, 
always  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  head  from 
where  the  perverted  vision  appeared,  gener- 

ally increasing  until  excruciating.  This  per- 
verted appearance  may  exist  in  either  eye, 

but  very  seldom  in  both  at  the  same  time  ;  if 
so,  the  manner  of  action  is  the  same  in  each ; 
it  may  be  a  few  days  or  a  few  weeks  before 
the  pain  entirely  ceases  and  the  sight  per- 

fected. The  question  now  arises  why  the 
sensation  of  vision  is  perverted  on  one  side 
and  that  of  pain  being  always  on  the  oppo- 

site side,  commencing  after  normal  vision 
begins  to  rec  vei\  This  is  a  point  which 
the  profession,  as  far  as  I  have  obtained 
their  opinions,  are  at  a  loss  to  explain.  As 
there  are  good  causes  for  all  existing  things, 
I  hope  some  one  may  be  able  to  explain  this 
satisfactorily.  In  spite  of  my  continued  ef- 

forts to  evade  these  attacks,  they  generally 
rush  upon  me  without  the  least  warning,  yet 
others  at  times  notice  the  change  in  my  coun- 

tenance some  time  previous  to  the  attack. 
The  causes  are  even  more  numerous  than 
stated  by  Dr.  Wilks,  for  at  times  there  ap- 

pears to  be  no  bouuds  under  the  varioui  con- 
ditions presented. 

I  will  name  a  few  in  addition  to  those 
mentioned  by  the  doctor,  that  a  better  idea 
may  be  formed  in  regard  to  diversity  of 
causalities,  viz.:  strong  mental  impressions  of 
any  character  arising  from  almost  any  source; 
overlabor,  mental  or  physical,  varying  in 
amount  according  to  presenting  conditions, 
compression  over  the  stomach,  tight  or  very 
loose  boots,  a  look  at  variega  ed  painting  or 
disfigured  faces,  irregular  sleep,  too  much,  too 
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little,  or  too  sound,  fright  or  anger,  free 
use  of  coffee,  acids  or  antacids,  also  a  delay  of 
answering  any  of  the  calls  of  nature,  or  any- 

thing or  combination  of  things  requiring  un- 
usual nervous  action  may  produce  it,  be  it 

ever  so  minute.  The  treatment  in  what  I  term 
the  prognostic  variety  is  generally  plain,  the 
cause  being  obvious;  but  in  the  nervous,  the 
case  is  far  different,  for  the  reason  of  the 
causes  being  so  extremely  obscure.  There 
are  things  and  acts  which  appear  to  have 
opposite  effects  at  different  times,  though 
coffee  may  induce  an  attack  at  one  time,  it 
may  check  it  at  another ;  inspiring  conversa- 

tion or  performances  often  exhibit  the  same 
power,  also  a  rich  beefsteak  may  produce 
cither  effect.  Bathing  the  head  in  cold  water 
every  morning  upon  rising  from  bed,  and  fre- 

quently through  the  day  in  warm  weather,  is 
a  very  good  prophylactic;  this  also  often  re- 

lieves the  pain  in  the  head.  Free  use  of  salt 
in  the  food  I  think  is  a  good  prophylactic.  I 
have  many  times  used  for  the  same  purpose, 
and  with  good  effect,  from  half  to  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  alcoholic  stimulus  quite  frequently  when 
I  feared  an  attack;  but  to  check  the  pain, 
sleep  is  the  most  beneficial.  This  I  have  pro- 

duced many  times  in  my  own  case  by  drink- 

ing from  one  to  two  ounces  of  best  "whisky ; but  I  should  prescribe  it  to  others  with  much 
caution,  for  fear  of  forming  in  them  a  habit 
of  drinking.  An  emetic,  even  when  there  is 
nothing  in  the  stomach,  often  gives  relief  by 
its  action  upon  the  nervous  system.  Bicarb, 
soda  and  assafcetida,  are  both  beneficial,  but 
what  will  produce  a  good  effect  at  one  time 
may  have  no  effect  at  another,  seeming  to 
depend  altogether  upon  th*  various  conditions 
of  the  nervous  system  ;  thus  a  physician  may at  times  be  accidentallv  successful. 

D.  L.  D.  Sheldon,  M.D. 
New  York,  April.  1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

The  New  York  University  Medical  Alumni. 
ANNUAL  MEETING— WHAT  OUR  MEDICAL 
COLLEGES  NEED      ADDRESS  BY  PRO- 

FESSOR ST.  JOHN  ROOSA,  M  D. 
The  Alumni  Association  of  the  Medical  De- 

partment of  the  University  of  the  city  of  New 
York  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the  chapel 
of  the  Collegiate  Reformed  Dutch  church, 
Fifth  Avenue  and  Twenty-ninth  street,  on 
Thursday  evening,  March  14th.  The  annual 
address  was  delivered  by  Professor  D  B.  St. 
John  Roosa,  M.  D.,  of  the  class  of  1860.  He 
said  : 
We  can  all  at  once  see  why  there  are  alumni 

associations  in  such  colleges  as  Yale,  but  why 
do  medical  graduates,  wl  o  have  very  few  social 
relations  in  the  few  months  they  spend  togeth- 

er, form  such  organizations  ?  Who  is  there  that 
doubts  that  those  honored  uuiversities,Harvard 
and  Yale,  have  been  largely  the  gainers  since 
their  alumni  have  taken  an  active  interest  in 

their  affairs  ?  To  no  less  an  extent  will  our 
medical  colleges  be  profited,  and  through  them 
the  whole  profession,  by  alumni  associations 
among  medical  men.  This  college  has  gradu- 

ated more  than  three  thousand  men  in  thirty 
years.  Their  history  was  unwritten  until,  ui 
association  wrote  it.  Far  beyond  this  object  of 
writing  medical  history  is  the  one  of  increas- 

ing the  activity  and  resources  of  our  college. 
A  diploma  from  a  medical  college  is  the  best 
evidence  we  have  of  fitness  to  practice.  A 
large  share  of  all  the  scientific  work  that  is 
done  in  medicine  is  by  the  teachers  and  at- 

taches of  the  mevlical  schools.  Yet  medical 
schools  are  not  always  sustained  bv  their 
alumni.  Harvard  school  has  fallen  off  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  five,  because  she 
did  not  have  her  graduates  fu  ly  up  to  her 
aims.  Our  present  system  of  medical  instruc- 

tion needs  amplification  and  change,  but  no 
revolution,  no  incorporation  of  the  system  of 
Germany  and  England.  The  average  Ameri- 

can medical  student,  although  he  studies  but 
three  years  to  the  German  five,  compares 
favorably  with  the  latter.  Our  hospitals  are 
as  well  served  as  foreign  hospitals.  The 
medical  staff  of  our  army  and  navy  will  com- 

pare favorably  with  that  of  any  nation. 
We  need  most  of  all  in  our  colleges  endow- 

ments for  professorships.  The  teachers  should 
be  freefr;  m  any  taint  of  desire  of  large  classes 
in  order  that  their  fees  may  be  increased.  We 
need  more  opportunities  for  special  studies, 
libraries  and  scholarships ;  in  short,  what 
money  will  bring  our  citizens  should  be  asked 
to  give  to  New  York  instead  of  to  new 
universities  in  Nevada  and  Montana  The 
discovery  of  the  anaesthetic  power  of  ether  has 
caused  a  debt  not  yet  paid.  We  must  use  the 
opportunities  we  now  have  and  make  the  New 
York  school  not  only  famous  for  its  graduates, 
bus  for  its  scientific  discoveries.  The  speaker 
then  turned  to  the  relations  of  the  medical 
prt  fession  to  the  public  and  defended  the  code 
of  ethics  which  forbids  advertising,  the  patent- 

ing of  surgical  and  medical  inventions  aud  dis- 
coveries. The  name  of  allopath,  he  said,  is 

r.  jccted  by  the  medical  profession.  We  are 
physicians,  and  have  no  part  in  any  dogma  or 
special  name.  We  allow  the  largest  liberty 
in  the  use  of  medicines,  and  welcome  all  edu- 

cated practitioners  who  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  no  remedy  but  water,  or  that  all  drugs 
act  according  to  a  certain  law  and  are  increased 
in  potency  b>  dilution,  to  our  ranks.  We 
have  all  the  hospitals  of  the  world,  all  the 
literature;  all  the  great  medical  discoveries 
belong  to  the  much-abused,  but  liberal  and 
progressive,  medical  profession.  None  of  the 
ancient  schools  have  ever  swerved  from  the 
faith  ;  and  the  enumeration  of  the  names  of 
her  great  men  is  but  the  recital  of  triumphs, 
iu  which  the  believers  in  dogmas  have  no 

part. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  offi- cers for  1872 : 
President,  James  R.  Learning,  M.  D.,  of 
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New  York.  Yice  Presidents,  Henry  S.  He  wit, 
M.  D.,  of  New  York;  Solomon  S.  Satchwell, 
M.  D.,  of  North  Carolina;  Charles  A.  Budd, 
M.  D  ,  of  New  York ;  Samuel  M.  Bemiss,  M. 
D.,  of  Louisiana ;  Willinm  Canniff.  M.  D.,  of 
Canada  ;  Theodore  R.  Varick,  M.  D.,  of  New 
Jersey.  Secretary,  Charles  Insler  Pardee,  M. 
D.  Treasurer,  D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa,  M.  D. 
Orator,  Solomon  S.  Satchwell,  M.  D.  Execu- 

tive Committee,  James  H.  Anderson,  M.  D., 
Stephen  J.  Clark,  M.  D.,  Francis  Y.  White, 
M.  D.,  F.  LeRoy  Satterlee,  M.  D.,  Joseph  T. 
Monell,  M.  D. 

American  Medical  Association 

The  Twenty- third  Annual  Session  will  he 
held  in  Horticultural  Hall,  Broad  street  above 
Spruce,  on  Tuesday,  May  7, 1872,  at  11  A.  M. 

HOTEL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Continental,  Chestnut  and  9th,  $4 a  day. 
Girard,  Chestnut  and  9th,  $3  a  day. 
La  Pierre,  Broad  below  Chestnut,  S3  a 

day. 
Calonnade,  Chestnut  and  15th,  $3  a  day. 
St.  Cloud,  Arch  below  8th,  $3  a  day. 
St.  Elmo,  Arch  above  3d,  $2  50  a  day. 
American,  Chestnut  below  6th,  $2.50  a  day. 
Merchants,  4th  above  Market,  $2.50  a  day. 
St.  Lawrence,  Chestnut  below  12th,  $2  a 

day. 
Alleghany,  Market  below  9th,  $1.75  a  day. 
St.  Charles,  3d  below  Arch,  lodging  only,  50 

cents  a  day. 
Miller's,  7th  and  Chestnut,  lodging  only, 

$1  50  a  day. 
Meals  at  restaurant  of  Horticultural  Hall, 

and  P*  try's,  N.  W.  corner  Broad  and  Walnut, each  50  cents. 

BOARDING  HOUSES. 
318  South  Broad,  $2  a  day  ;  or  $10  a  week. 
N.  E.  corner  Broad  aud  Spruce,  $1.50  a  day  ; 

or  $10  a  week 
329  South  Broad,  $2  a  day  ;  or  $10  a  week. 
1327  Spruce  street,  $2  a  day  ;  or  $12  a  week 
225  South  Broad,  $2.50  a  day;  or  $12  a 

week. 
RAILROADS. 

Union  Pacific,  return  free,  if  first-class  tick- 
ets are  bought,  and  an  acknowledgment  taken 

from  the  agent. 
Cumberland  Yalley,  excursion  tickets. 
Orange,  Alexandria  and  Manassas,  half  fare 

for  return. 
Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  excur- sion tickets. 
Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wayne  and  Chicago,  excur- sion tickets. 
Cleveland  and  Pittsburg,  excursion  tickets. 
Central  railroad  of  Georgia,  return  free. 
Richmond  and  Petersburg,  return  free. 
Wilmington  and  Weidon,  excursion  tickets 

one  fare. 
Wilmington,  Columbia  and  Augusta,  excur- 

sion tickets  one  fare. 

Kansas  Pacific,  one  and  one-fifth  fare  for 
excursion. 

Atlanta  and  New  Orleans  Short  Line  (A. 
and  W.  Pt.  Western,  Mobile,  and  M.  N.  O., 
M.  and  Texas  Railroads),  return  free. 
Western  and  Atlantic,  excursion  tickets 

one  fare. 
Western  Alabama,  excursion  tickets  one 

fare. 
Evansville  and  Crawfordsville,  excursion 

tickets. 
Lehigh  Yalley,  excursion  tickets  one  fare. 
Louisville  and  Nashville,  excursion  tickets. 
Memphis  and  Louisville,  excursion  tickets. 
North  Pennsylvania,  excursion  tickets  two- 

thirds  fare. 
Pennsylvania  Central,  excursion  tickets. 
Philadelphia  and  Erie,  excursion  tickets. 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimo  re, 

excursion  tickets. 
Philadelphia  and  Reading,  excursion  tickets 

at  two  thirds. 
Baltimore  and  Ohio,  excursion  tickets. 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern,  ex- 

cursion tickets  if  forty  are  taken. 
All  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the 

above  rates  must  send  to  the  Secretary  their 
full  names,  and  the  names  of  all  the  railroads 
over  which  they  must  travel  in  coming  to  the 
session,  with  stamp  for  postage. 

SPECIAL. 
Camden  and  Amboy,  excursion  tickets  at 

$4  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia  and  return, 
if  fifty  tickets  are  taken.  For  this  ticket,  send 
money  to  Dr.  A.  E.  M.  Purdy,  123  East  Thir- 

tieth street,  New  York. 
From  Montgomery,  Ala  ,  to  Philadelphia 

and  return  (by  Tennessee),  $39.80.  Apply 
through  Dr.  R.  F.  Michel,  Montgomery,  .Ala. 
From  Washington  and  Philadelphia  and 

return,  $6,  if  50  tickets  are  taken. 
Central  Pacific,  half  local  rates. 
This  comprises  all  the  roads  that  have  thus 

far  agreed  to  commute. 
W.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D., 

1400  Pine  Street, 
Philadelphia. 

April  8, 1872. 
Items. 

 Dr.  I.  K.  Batjduy,  of  St.  Louis,  has 
recently  been  elected  Professor  of  psychologi- 

cal medicine,  nervous  diseases  and  medical 
jurisprudence,  in  the  Missouri  Medical  College. 

 Women  are  still  to  be  debarred  from 
studying  medicince  in  the  German  universi- 

ties, the  Cultus  Minister  deciding  that  there 
is  no  demand  for  lady  doctors,  and  that  female 
physic  would  be  a  mere  drug  in  the  market. 

 The  medical  faculty  of  Moscow,  Russia, 
look  with  favor  on  female  physicians,  and 
have  resolved  to  admit  them  to  the  educa- 

tional courses  and  lectures  of  the  university, 
and  to  the  privilege  of  following  all  the  labors 
of  the  Medico  Chirurgical  Academy. 
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it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
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NOW  BEADY. 

Cancer:  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W.  BRIGHT,  M.  D., 
OF  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 
Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 

and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 
views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  ligh  t 

of  the  most  recent  researches,  and  ad  is  his  own  views  and 
observations,  together  with  his  practical  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  Price,  $2.00,  sent  by  mail,  postage 
pai<L  8.  W.  BUTLER, 115  South  Seventh  St, Philadelphia, 
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Communications, 

A  THEORY  OF  LIFE. 

By  T.  Curtis  Smith,  M,  D., 

Of  Middleporfc,  O. 

What  is  life  ?  "  Aye,  there's  the  rub."  By 
nearly  all  the  students  of  anatomy,  phsiology, 
pathology  and  psychology,  it  has  throughout 
all  ages  been  considered  to  be  a  peculiar,  in- 

tangible, mysterious  something,  an  incompre- 
hensible principle,  inexplicably  connected,  in 

a  way  too  obscure  for  the  human  intellect  to 
understand,  with  animal  organization,  but 
still  to  a  certain  extent  independent  of  its 
organic  structure.  Is  this  theory,  which  has 
by  the  vast  majority  of  intelligent  professional 
men  been  almost  indisputably  accepted,  really 
true?  Is  life,  the  viral  principle  of  all  the 
animal  kingdom,  which  has  been  variously 
denominated  soul,  the  thought,  the  vital  force, 
etc.,  beyond  the  comprehensive  grasp  of  the 
human  intellect  ?  Or  is  it  not  a  principle  that 
results  from  organization,  force  and  motion, 
and  explicable  in  the  same  sense  or  manner 
and  to  the  same  extent  that  chemical  actions, 
mechanics,  heat  and  electricity  ?  Can  life  at- 

tain without  the  most  or  all  of  these  agencies 
being  present  with  and  forming  any  part  of 
the  animal  organization  ?  If  so,  and  it  can- 

not be  proven  to  coexist  with  any  other  tan- 
gible or  comprehensible  agents  or  agencies 

of  which  we  can  conceive  or  understand,  then 
it  must,  to  us,  at  least,  remain  beyond  our 
ken  or  even  conjecture. 

But  if  we  can  demonstrate  that  life  depends 
for  its  existence  on  materials  and  agencies 
under  certain  conditions,  that  are  comprehen- 

sible j  and  whose  modes  of  action  can  be  un- 

derstood by  us,  then  it  must  be  granted  that 
the  vital  principle  is  not  that  mysterious,  ob- 

scure, intangible  something  that  has  a  mate- 
rial or  gaseous  existence,  independent  in  any 

degree  of  these  material  agencies  and  their 
perceptible  influences.  If  we  but  observe 
what  occurs  in  our  own  physical  structures 
daily,  or  of  those  under  our  own  observation, 
we  shall  quite  unavoidably  perceive  that  life 
depends  on  certain  materials  and  agencies 
within  our  grasp,  and  intended,  through  the 
all-wise  providence  of  nature,  for  our  use,  any 
one  of  which,  if  we  refuse  to  appropriate,  in 
accordance  with  the  demands  of  the  physical 
economy,  life,  in  a  greater  or  less  period,  be- 

comes extinct.  Should  we  persistently  refuse 
food,  life  w^uld  terminate  in  from  a  fortnight 
to  eighteen  days  ;  if  drink,  it  would  cease  in 
half  that  period  of  time. 
Now  if  life,  is  an  independent  principle,  and 

exists,  or  can  exist  without  these  perceptible 
material  aids  ( jiany  more  of  which  could  be 
mentioned),  even  in  any  condition,  why  does 
it  terminate  when  these  supplies,  for  any 
reason,  accidental  or  pathological,  can  no 
longer  be  furnished  to  or  appropriated  by  the 
animal  organism  ? 

But  you  may  say  the  vital  principle  is  only 
resident  in  the  organism  while  certain  condi- 

tions maintain;  and  its  subsidence,  when 
these  condi  ions  fail,  does  not  prove  that  it 
depends  entirely  on  them  for  its  existence. 
Strange  too  !  for  if  you  will  apply  the  same 
manner  of  reasoning  to  other  matters  of  daily 
observation,  you  may  find  it  quite  difficult  to 
sustain  the  argument.  For  instance,  you  may 
as  well  argue  that  there  is  a  vital  principle  in 
the  wheel  that  revolves  in  consequence  of 
force  applied  to  it.  Its  revolution  evidently 
depends  on  the  force  applied,  but  because  the 
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force  is  not  applied  is  no  reason  why  the 
wheel  should  not  revolve  !  Then  why  does 
its  motion  cease  when  the  application  of  force 
ceases?  Why  does  not  any  mechanical  in- 

strument continue  to  move  and  exerts  its 

power  on  the  same  ground,  without  force  ap 
plied  ?  Such  phenomena  would  be  considered 
miraculous  !  Yet,  forsooth,  life  is  explained 
upon  the  usually  accepted  theory,  that  would 
have  the  wheel  revolve  without  the  force  be- 

ing applied.  The  whole  animal  organism  is 
but  a  machine.  Look  where  you  will,  and  me- 

chanical contrivances  are  observed  to  accom- 
plish all  muscular  actions,  respiration,  circu- 

lation, secretion  and  excretion ;  and  in  order 
to  accomplish  this,  force  is  needed  continually, 
and  when  the  force  ceases  to  be  liberated  and 
applied,  the  vital  principal  no  longer  exists. 

It  may  be  stated  in  general  that  no  mate- 
rial exists  that  is  not  combined  with  force,  or 

that  force  and  matter  are  inseparable — that 
force  liberated  causes  motion— that  motion  is 
never  had  without  the  continuous  or  impul- 

sive liberation  of  force. 

Now,  inasmuch  as  there  is  always  motion 
in  the  animal  organism  (which  is  about  the 
same  or  nearly  a  certain  rate  during  life,  being 
slower  after  death),  force  is  constantly  being 
liberated  to  cause  this  motion.  Life  cannot 
exist  without  continual  molecular  motion,  to 
maintain  which,  the  constant  liberation  of 
force  is  required.  It  is  equally  true  that  the 
force  which  is  constantly  liberated  in  the  ani- 

mal organism  must  be  derived  from  a  change 
of  matter,  for  it  is  only  by  a  change  of  matter 
that  force  becomes  manifested  by  causing  mo- 

tion ;  and  if  derived  from  matler,  then  mater- 
ial must  be  constantly  and  regularly  supplied, 

in  order  to  render  steady  motion  by  the 
steady  liberation  of  force.  As  all  material  is 
connected  with  force,  which  may  be  liberated 
on  certain  conditions,  it  follows  in  this  in- 

stance that  material  is  supplied,  as  food, 
water,  etc.  Food  is  taken  at  stated  intervals, 
but  the  processes  of  digestion  and  assimilation 
are  so  systematically  arranged  that  the  or- 

ganism is  steadily  supplied  in  accordance  with 
demands  made.  The  animal  organism  ap- 

propriates this  material,  which  by  chemical 
change  and  rapid  decomposition  or  oxidation, 
constantly  liberates  force.  This  force  is  mani- 

fested by  the  rapid  processes  of  destructive 
aud  constructive  metamorphosis  ;  by  building 
up  tissue  and  the  products  of  tissue  decay  as 

manifested  by  excretion,  muscular  strength, 

sight,  hearing,  thought,  etc.,  etc. 
By  these  organic  changes  of  material  force 

is  constantly  liberated  ;  hence  molecular  mo- 
tion is  constant.  If  from  any  cause,  mechan- 
ical, pathological,  accidental  or  otherwise,  the 

liberation  of  force  ceases,  oris  greatly  dimin- 
ished in  amount,  and  consequent  motion 

ceases,  or  is  greatly  retarded,  life  ceases  as 
a  consequence  of  this  diminished  liberation 
of  force  and  retarded  motion. 
From  the  foregoing  it  may  be  inferred  that 

life  is  sustained  only  by  organized  combinations 

of  matter,  force  and  motion. 
Matter  and  force  are  indestructible.  The 

form  of  matter  is  often  changed  but  is  not  des- 
troyed. There  is  no  more  nor  less  matter  now 

than  there  was  thousands  of  years  ago.  The 
same  is  true  of  force,  it  can  never  be  destroy- 

ed nor  created.  The  various  forms  of  force 
can  be  converted  into  each  other,  thus  show- 

ing the  unity  of  all  force.  When  by  a  change 
of  form  of  matter  force  is  liberated  from  that 
particular  combination,  it  is  not  destroyed, 
but  simply  changed  in  place  or  form.  In  the 
combustion  of  carbonaceous  matter,  as  coal, 

wood,  etc. ;  "  force*  is  manifested  in  the  form 
of  heat,  light,  etc." 
Now  as  we  cannot  conceive  of  a,  new  force, 

generated  or  created  by  this  cheriiical  change 
of  combustion,  the  forces  manifested  must  be 
derived  from  the  organic  matter  undergoing 
the  change  in  question ;  and  until  the  proper 
ccnditions  attained,  the  force  thus  stored  up 
in  the  combustible  material  was  latent  or  not 
observable.  If  the  wood  be  allowed  to  under- 

go slow  decomposition — to  rot — the  force  and 
matter  return  again  to  the  earth,  from  whence 
they. originally  came.  Thus  a  change  of  matter 
and  force  is  continually  occurring  without  any 
addition  or  substraction  in  amount. 

Force  is  that  principle  which,  when  libera- 
ed,  causes  motion,  or  any  change  in  the  form, 

condition  m  relative  position  of  matter.  "  Allt 
the  phenomena  manifested  in  the  visible  uni- 

verse are  caused  by  the  action  of  force  upon 

matter." Force  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  particles 
in  their  proper  places  and  to  give  them 
proper  form  in  all  bodies,  whether  organic  or 
inorganic.  The  force  necessary  to  retain 
so   firmly    the    molecules    of  combustible 

*  Baker,  Micli.  State  Soe.  Reports,  1870,  p.  114. 
fNorton's  Natural  Philosophy,  p.  T. 
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material  in  their  proper  place  and  form  is 
liberated  when  combustion  occurs.  The  force 
necessary  to  maintain  the  molecules  of  the 
animal  organism  in  their  proper  places  and  to 
give  them  proper  form  and  motion,  is  liber- 

ated when  the  oxidation  or  other  chemical 
change  occurs,  and  being  no  longer  needed 
for  that  purpose,  may  be  used  in  building  up 
other  molecules  to  a  higher  grade  of  organ- 

ization or  ia  the  formation  of  lower  and  less 

stable  compounds.*  [f  used  in  the  formation 
of  an  inorganic  compound  it  is  usually  ex- 

creted and  returned  to  the  earth  and  may  be 
again  appropriated,  but  by  lower  or  vegetable 
organisms  when  the  proper  conditions  attain, 
as  the  presence  of  germinal  seeds,  heat  and 
moisture. 

**  An  organism  is  a  combination  of  matter 
and  force."!  A  living  animal  organism  is  a 
combination  of  matter,  force  and  motion,  the 
latter  being  essential  to  life,  and  caused  by 
those  changes  of  matter  that  liberate  force. 
The  icharacter  of  an  organism  depends  very 

much  upon  the  facility  with  which  it  under- 
goes change  waste  and  repair,  and  this  depends 

upon  the  nature  and  amount,  as  well  as  the 
arrangement,  of  matter  and  force  entering 

into  its  composition,"  and,  we  may  well  add, 
the  rate  of  motion. 

Not  less  does  the  character  of  an  organism 
depend  on  the  force  given  it  by  the  parent 
seed.  Every  organism  has  a  peculiar  form 
and  rate  of  motion  of  its  own,  which  is  de- 

rived from  some  source  ;  otherwise,  the  forms 
of  vegetable  and  animal  organisms  would  be 
governed  by  mere  chance,  as  they  seemed  to 

be  in  Hafed's  dream.  But  as  the  laws  gov- 
erning organization  are  as  unchangeable  as 

the  laws  rf  chemistry,  that  govern  the  forms 
of  crystalization,  so  the  types  and  forms  are 
always  the  same.  The  seed  of  a  vegetable 
always  produces  a  plant  of  the  same  type  and 
form  as  the  one  that  produced  it ;  and  this  is 
not  less  true  in  the  animal  kingdom— like  be- 

gets 1  ke — because  a  force  peculiar  to  each 
organic  form  transmits  the  same  force  and 
form  (in  kind)  to  its  progeny.  This  may  very 
properly  be  called  the  "  form-force,"  because 
it  gives  cast  to  or  moulds  the  forms  of  all  or- 

*Tbese  changes  from  a  lower  to  a  higher,  and  vtce  versa 
have  been  well  represented  by  one  of  your  able  members, 
Dr.  Z.  U.  McElroy,  vide  his  paper  on  the  Bromides  ;  also 
on  Dynamics. 

t  H.  B.  Baker,  Mich.  State  Society.  Trans,  for  1870,  p. 
114. 

X  Ibid. 

ganisms  in  accordance  with  the  law  that  gave 
cast  and  form  to  all  predecessors  of  the  same kind. 

This  peculiar  "  form-force  "  appears  to  re- 
main latent,  or  ̂ stored  up,"  in  the  parent 

seed,  and  is  developed  and  transmitted  to  the 
plant  at  the  time  of  its  germination,  which 
occurs  under  proper  conditions.  In  the  ani- 

mal organization  this  form — force  is  in  the 
semen  of  the  male  and  ovum  of  the  female, 

the  resulting  offspring  being  formed  to  re- 
semble the  parents — often  resembling  both  in 

some  particulars.  Hybridism  forms  no  excep- 
tion to  the  rule,  for  the  resulting  mongrel 

animal  or  plant  resembles  in  some  points  both 
parents,  the  form  being  modified  by  the  form- 
force  peculiar  to  each,  acting  upon  the  evolu- 

tions of  matter  during  the  growth  and  forma- 
tion of  the  animal  or  plant. 

The  higher  animal  organisms  are  sustained 
only  by  subsisting  on  organisms  of  a  lower 
character,  which  have  themselves  been  built 
up  and  organized  from  inorganic  elements. 
Thus  man  is  sustained  by  using  as  food  vege- 

table, and  still  more  highly  organized  animal 
food.  The  inorganic  elements  of  the  earth 
will  not  sustain  his  organism. 

Now,  force  is  contained  or  stored  up  in  the 
organic  material  appropriated  as  food,  and 
the  breaking  down,  decomposition,  and  chem- 

ical changes  which  this  material  undergoes 
during  the  process  of  digestion  and  assimila- 

tion, liberates  force,  which  in  part  is  spent  in 
building  up  organized  tissue,  changing  it  from 
lower  and  less  stable  to  higher  and  more  sta- 

ble compounds;  and  much  of  it  is  spent  in  re- 
duction from  a  higher  to  a  lower  grade  of 

compounds,  through  which  his  physical  forcee 
are  caused  to  be  manifested,  for  the  phenome- 

na of  life  are  chiefly  exhibited  by  means  of 
force  liberated  while  matter  is  changing  from 
a  higher  to  a  lower  grade  in  the  scale  of  or- 

ganization. "  We  thus*  see  that,  while  the 
process  of  building  up  matter  and  force  is 
essentially  organization,  the  process  of  break- 

ing down  is  an  essential  to  the  manifestation 
of  those  forces  which  living  organizations  ex- 

hibit. The  healthy  and  proper  performances 
of  all  the  functions  of  the  body  depend  upon 
both  of  these  processes.  If  the  changes 
which  constitute  digestion  and  assimilation 
cease,  life  soon  ceases  also;  if  the  changes 

which  should  occur  in  the  jungs,  or  in  a^ny  im- 
*H.  S.  Baker,  Mich.  State  Soc.  Trans,  for  1870,  p.  115. 
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portant  tissue,  are  arrested,  life  is  also 
ended." 

This  able  statement,  made  by  Dr.  Baker. , 
leads  us  again  to  see  how  much  life  depends 
on  the  regular,  continuous  and  equal  libera- 

tion of  force,  in  order  to  maintaio  the  equal 
motions  of  the  blood-current  in  the  respect- 

ive channels  through  the  various  organs  and 
tissues  and  the  regular  movement  of  all  the 
molecules  of  the  body,  in  whatever  tissue  sit- 

uated, the  rapidity  of  course  being  widely  dif- 
ferent in  different  tissues,  being  slow  in  osse- 

ous, very  rapid  in  vascular,  and  moderately 
rapid  in  soft  tissues.  A  very  slight  variation 
from  the  normal  rate  of  motion,  from  what- 

ever cause,  indicates  a  difference  in  the 
amount  of  force  liberated,  which  may  be 
abnormally  too  small  or  too  great,  either  ex- 

treme (unless  temporary  and  caused  by  phys- 
ical or  mental  exertion  or  similar  causes)  con- 

stituting disease,  thus  doing  away  with  the  so- 
called  entity  of  patbological  conditions,  called 
disease.  If  motion  is  too  greatly  increased 
from  liberation  of  too  much  force,  the  organi- 

zation is  likely  to  be  destroyed.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  greatly  diminished,  life  is  endangered; 
either  of  these  conditions  may  be  brought 
about  by  therapeutic  agents.  Strychnia  may 
so  rapidly  increase  molecular  motion  as  to 
cause  almost  instant  death.  On  the  other  hand, 
hydrocyanic  acid  will  so  quickly  check  mole- 

cular motion  as  to  cause  death,  at  least  as  rap- 
idly as  the  former-named  agent. 

The  interference  of  the  rate  of  motion  by 
liberating  too  much  or  too  little  force,  inter- 

feres with  the  physiological  rate  of  motion 
concerned  in  constructive  and  destructive 
metamorphosis,  and  unless  the  normal  rate 
can  be  again  established,  either  by  the  balanc- 

ing power  inherent  in  all  animal  organisms, 
or  by  therapeutic  agents,  so-called  disease 
being  already  established, — i.  e.,  too  great  or 
too  little  motion — may  and  will  result  in 
death. 

From  what  has  been  stated  in  the  forego- 
ing pages  it  may  readily  be  inferred  (accor- 

ing  to  our  view),  that  life  exists  only  by  vir- 
tue of  the  organization  of  matter  and  force, 

which  are  inseparably  connected,  and  thkt 
motion  results  from  a  liberation  of  force,  con- 
8€  lent  upon  changes  of  matter  chiefly  from 
a  higher  to  a  lower  organic  form,  or  from  an 
organic  to  an  inorganic  form,  by  which  all 
the  vital  force— life—  is  yielded,  which  gives 

he  vivifying  prirciple  to  otherwise  lifeless 
matter  ;  that  whenever  these  conditions  are 
very  serirously  interrupted  or  too  abruptly 
so,  death  occurs  by  reason  of  too  great  or  too 
little  motion,  from  too  great  or  too  little  liber- 

ation of  force  ;  that  the  only  difference  between 
life  and  death  is  a  difference  in  the  amount  of 
force  liberated  and  the  consequent  difference 
in  the  rate  of  motion  of  the  molecules  of  the 
animal  organism. 

MECHANICAL  RELIEF  FOR  PRO- 
TRUDING HEMORRHOIDS. 

By  Charles  Baskerville,  M.  D.7 
Of  Horn  Lake,  Miss. 

Some  months  ago  I  was  looking  over  an  old 
number  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medica 
Sciences,  January,  1868,  and  in  reading  a  re 
view  on  "  Mechanical  Therapeutics,"  by  Dr. 
"Wales,  of  the  United  States  navy,  I  was struck  with  the  ingenuity  of  the  author  in. 
some  of  hia  own  inventions. 

Being  a  country  practitioner,  and,  to  some 
extent,  dependent  upon  my  own  mechanical 
ability  for  the  relief  of  those  who  "  come  to 
be  healed,"  I  especially  noticed  his  contriv- 

ance for  the  support  of  a  prolapsed  rectum. 
This  led  me  to  study  up  some  means  for  the 
relief  of  protruding  hemorrhoids.  With  the 
assistance  of  a  friend,  I  devised  a  little  in- 

strument which  has  since,  and  by  experience, 
proven  to  be  worth  more  than  I  anticipated. 

Out  of  a  light,  but  hard,  piece  of  wood  was 
cut  a  model  somewhat  resembling  an  hour- 

glass ;  only,  instead  of  two  bulbs,  the  model 
consisted  of  one  bulb,  ai  d  a  pedicle,  or  neck, 
terminating  in  a  button-shaped  end.  Accom- 

panying this  I  give  a  diagram  which  will 
assist  in  explaining  it. 

*  In  its  long  axes  the  in- 

/     j     \.        strument  should  measure /  \      about  one  and  one-half 
/  \     inches— three-eighths  of 
(   j  this  being  allotted  to  the 

v  j    pedicle    or   neck,  two- 
\.        j        J    eigh  h  to  the  thickness  of 

j    S       the  button,  and  the  bal- 
J — '—•(  ance  of  seven-eighths  to 

^<>/     \  the  length  of  the  bulb — 
(~^.«..,...L..-.„,..»^    the  diameter  of  the  bulb 

and  button  being  about 
seven-eighths  of  an  inch  each,  or  larger,  ac- 

cording to  the  size  of  the  parts. 
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The  instrument  is  to  be  oiled  and  the  bulb 
inserted  into  the  anus.  As  it  enters  it  will 
restore  the  calibre  of  the  rectum,  and  prevent 
folding  in  of  the  mucous  membrane.  The 
sphincter  ani  muscles  grasp  the  pedicle,  so  as 
to  keep  the  instrument  from  coming  out,  and 
the  button  being  external,  prevents  the  in- 

strument from  bodily  entering  the  rectum. 
A  gentleman  patient  of  mine  has  been  wear- 

ing one  for  months,  with  great  relief,  whereas 
before  he  was  much  troubled  to  keep  the  pro- 

truding parts  in  place.  He  removes  it  with 
ease  when  at  stool,  and  immediately  reinserts 

it — the  protruding  "  pile  "  passing  up  in  front 
of  the  instrument. 
And  notwithstanding  the  assertion  of  Pro- 

fessor Gross,  in  his  excellent  treatise  on  Sur- 
gery, to  the  effect  that  little  can  be  expected 

from  retentive  apparatus  in  prolapse  of  the 
rectum,  I  know  of  two  cases  which  have  been 
materially  benefited  by  the  use  of  this  little 
means.  It  is  true  that  these  cases  were  more 
dependent  upon  a  relaxed  condition  of  the 
walls  of  the  rectum  than  upon  a  loss  of  tone 
or  function  in  the  sphincter  muscles  of  the 
anus. 

It  has  occurr  ed  to  me  that  the  instrument 
could  be  made  of  vulcanized  rubber,  with  the 
bulb  hollow,  and  separated  intD  hemispheres, 
and  to  be  united  by  means  of  threads,  as  in  a 
screw.  Here  and  there  could  be  made  small 
eyelets,  and  the  cavity  of  the  bulb  filled  with 
some  medicated  ointment,  which  the  heat  of 
the  rectum  would  sufficiently  melt  so  as  to 
allow  it  to  pass  through  and  reach  the  affected 
parts,  and  these  serve  to  assist  in  bringing 
relief,  if  not  cure.  The  instrument  can  be 
made  of  different  sizes  to  suit  different  bod- 
ies. 

I  have  so  often  seen,  in  the  valuable  journal 
which  you  so  ably  conduct,  special  invitations 
to  country  practitioners  to  send  in  notes  of 
their  practical  experience,  that  I  feel  that  I 
will  be  pardoned  for  thus  imposing  on  you, 
should  you  deem  this  paper  worthy  of  publi- 

cation. But  if  you  see  any  merit  in  my  sug- 
gestions, or  think  they  can  be  at  all  beneficial 

to  professional  brothers,  I  will  be  fully  paid 
by  their  insertion  in  the  Medical  and  Sur- 

gical Reporter. 

Mr.  Isaac  Baker  Brown. 
We  regret  to  learn  that  this  distinguished 

gynaecologist  is  suffering  from  a  severe  and 
probably  hopeless  attack  of  paralysis  and  also 
great  pecuniary  distress.  The  medical  men 
of  London  are  contributing  to  a  fund  in  his 
behalf. 

FOREIGN  BODY  IN"  THE  AIR  PAS- SAGES. 

By  W.  J.  H.  Bellamy,  M.  D., 
Of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina. 

The  following  case  of  foreign  body  in  the 
air  passages  is  communicated  because  of  its 
rare  occurrence,  and  the  unusually  Ion*;  time 
it  remained  before  it  was  excelled,  as  also  the 
concomitant  symptoms  and  great  disturbance 
of  the  general  system. 

About  the  20th  of  December,  1871,  Katy  L., 
set.  one  year  and  six  months,  healthy  and 
well  developed  for  her  age,  while  playing 
upon  the  floor  picked  up  an  ordinary  two-cent 
piece,  and,  it  was  thought,  swallowed  it.  The 
mother,  who  was  present,  noticed  something 
peculiar  in  the  child's  countenauce,  with  an 
apparent  choking  and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  summoned  a  physician  near  by,  who  pre- 

scribed, and  soon  left  the  patient  apparently 
better.  Day  after  day  the  little  patient  seemed 
to  be  troubled  more  and  more  with  a  har- 
rassing  cough  and  fever,  but  not  until  about 
the  12th  of  March,  nearly  three  months  after- 

ward, was  medical  assistance  sought,  the 
other  hoping  the  child  would  improve,  and 

no  for  a  moment  suspecting  the  presence  of 
a  fo  eign  body  in  the  windpipe,  indeed,  wa^ 
infill  uced  by  friends  to  believe  that  the  cent 
had  lo  g  ago  passed  the  bowels.  On  the 
afterno  n  of  the  12th  inst.,  having  been  called 
to  see  a  i  dy,  at  the  boarding  house  of  Mrs. 
Morrison,  n  this  city,  I  was  requested  by  the 
landlady  to  examine  and  prescribe  for  the 
child.  I  was  told  that  the  little  patient  had  a 

very  distressin  '  cough,  and  high  fever  of  sev- 
eral weeks'  standing,  the  cough  and  fever  in- 

creasing pari  past,  i  in  severity.  Upon  examin- 
ation I  found  the  child  very  much  emaciated, 

presenting  a  tired,  a  nxious  expression  of  coun- 
tenance, and  breathi  g  with  difficulty.  Pulse 

120,  irregular  and  quic  ̂ occasionally  intermit- 
ting; bowels  loose,  ev.  "nations  frequent  and 

offensive  ;  tongue  coated,  and  breath  offensive. 
The  mother  stated  that  ihe  child  swallowed 

very  well,  and  would  eat  almost  anything 
she  gave  it ;  but  seemed  to  be  very  weak  ;  that 
she  had  to  hold  her  most  of  the  time  in  her 

lap.  The  child  was  now  taken  with  a  violent 
paroxysm  of  coughing,  which  lasted  some  time, 
and  was  so  very  peculiar,  and  so  indicative  of 
a  foreign  body  in  the  windpipe,  that  I  ex- 

pressed an  opinion  that  such  was  the  case.  I 
then  resorted  to  auscultation,  which  verified 
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my  assertion,  and  made  my  prognosis  unfa- 

vorable. Before  mentioning  the  operation  of 
paracentesis,!  prescribed  a  variety  of  emetics 
and  errhines ;  I  instructed  the  mother  how  to 

give  them,  and  in  the  event  they  failed  to  dis- 
lodge and  expel  the  body,  I  would  consult 

with  a  medical  friend  upon  the  propriety  of  an 
operation. 

On  the  morning  of  March  13th  I  was  accost- 
ed by  the  father  of  the  child,  whose  counten- 

ance was  bright  andradiant  with  joy  and  hope, 
who  stated  that  the  chi?d  had  coughed  up  the 
cent,  and  wss  now  sleeping  sweetly.  I  went 
to  the  bed-side  of  the  little  patient,  where  I 
found  the  mother,  who,  in  a  manner  indescri- 

bable, thanked  me  for  my  kindness,  and  hand- 
ed me  the  two-cent  piece  that  had  been  ex- 

pelled. The  mother  informed  me  that  during 
an  almost  simultaneous  effort  to  cough  and 

sneeze,  the  cent  was  seen  to  drop  from  the 
child's  mouth.  I  found  the  patient  very  fee- 

ble indeed,  and  ordered  milk  and  whisky  to 
be  given  every  two  hours ;  this  was  discon- 

tinued the  next  day,  and  iron  and  quinine  or- 
dered, with  good  nourishment  and  out-door 

exercise.  The  child  has  been  rapidly  improv- 
ing ever  since. 

Upon  examination  of  the  coin,  I  find  it  to 
be  covered  over  nearly  the  whole  of  both  sur- 

faces with  a  black  thin  incrustation.  It  seems 

to  be  almost  incredible,  that  a  two-cent  piece 
could  get  in  the  windpipe  of  so  young  a  child, 
and  furthermore,  remain  there  for  so  long  a 
time  without  producing  death  by  asphyxia, 
but  the  facts  of  the  case  are  nevertheless,  as 
related  in  substance  above,  sufficiently  well 
substantiated  to  justify  me  in  my  belief  of 
their  correctness. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope 

The  Taxis  in  Hernia. 

The  position  of  the  patient  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration in  all  cases  where  the  taxis  is  em- 

ployed. In  this  regard,  authors  who  have 
heretofore  taught,  that  the  supine  posture, 
either  upon  a  hard  mattress  or  the  floor  with 
the  hips  elevated,  or  that  the  patient  should 
at  times  be  turned  topsy-turvy,  these  being 
positions  prerequisite  to  success,  have  failed, 
I  think,  to  teach  the  whole  truth,  as  experi- 

ence and  observation  demonstrates.  There 
are  other  positions  of  the  body  equally  es- 

sential to  success  as  those  above  enumerated, 
Thy  upright  position  is  one  of  them,  and  the 
semi  prone  position  is  another.  I  have  suc- 

ceeded in  reducing  h  rnia  after  I  had  failed 
with  thi  patient  placed  in  all  other  positions 
(save  the  upright)  by  placing  the  patient  upon 
the  side  of  the  hernia  in  the  semi-prone  posi- 

tion, with  the  thigh  flexed  upon  the  body.  I 
have  in  this  position  reduced  a  hernia  almost 
instantly,  after  long  trial  in  other  positions. 
I  have  never  yet  succeeded  by  turning  the 
patient  topsy  turvy  in  reducing  hernia.  I 
once  resorted  to  this  method  for  experiment, 
after  an  operation.  The  stricture  I  had  divid- 

ed with  the  knife,  there  seemed  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  return  of  the  bowel,  but  the 
bowel  did  not  return  even  when  the  patient 
was  placed  almost  in  a  vertical  position,  with 
the  head  down.  I  have  twice  or  thrice,  after 

the  patient's  system  had  been  well  relaxed. 

taken  the  patient  by  the  legs,  after  the  man- 
ner taught  in  the  books,  and  dragged  him 

across  the  room  with  his  legs  over  my 
shoulders,  and  his  head  dragging  upon  the 
floor,  and  have  exhausted  my  strength  in  this 
way  to  ro  purpose.  Never  in  a  single  in- 

stance have  I  met  with  success  by  this 
maneuver.  It  is  not  strange  that  those  who 
have  commenced  practice  with  the  belief  that 
such  aposition  is  proper,  should  be  slow  to 
place  any  faith  in  the  efficiency  of  the  appo- 

site or  upright  position.  I  have  a  most  inter- 
esting and  instructive  case  in  point,  recorded 

in  my  note  book,  that  I  will  briefly  relate.  I 
was  called  to  tnis  case  in  consultation  by  Prof. 
Wetmore. 

Mrs.  P.,  set.  42,  had  a  femoral  hernia  of 
right  side,  of  one  year  duration  ;  wears  a 
truss.  When  the  truss  was  left  off,  the  bowel 
protruded  and  could  not  be  returned  by  per- 

sistent efforts  of  Dr.  Wetmore,  while  the 
patient  was  under  the  influence  of  chloroform. 
This  was  late  i  i  the  evening,  local  applica- 

tions were  made  use  of,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing I  visited  the  patient  along  with  the  doc- 

tor ;  chloroform  was  again  administered,  when 
both  of  us  failed  to  reduce  the  hernia  after  some- 

what prolonged  trial,  with  patient  in  supine 
position.  I  auvised  an  operation,  and  during 
the  absence  of  Dr.  W.  for  chloroform  and  an 
assistant,  I  entered  into  conversation 
with  the  patient  upon  her  own  mode  of  reduc- tion of  her  hernia  when  she  stated  that  she 
always,  before  this,  had  no  difficulty  in  reduc- 

ing it  when  she  was  standing  upright.  I  said 
to  her  that  she  should  have  made  this  state- 
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ment  before,  and  requested  her  to  stand  up, 
when  upon  slight  pressure  over  the  tumor  I 
felt  a  gurgling  sensat'on,  that  was  evidence 
of  the  return  of  the  tumor,  and  she  stated 
that  she  felt  it  returning.  Convinced  that 
the  hernia  could  now  be  reduced,  but  not 
wishing  to  accomplish  it  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Wetmore,  as  no  detriment  could  accrue  to  the 
patient,  I  requested  her  to  lie  down  again. 
As  sjou  as  the  doctor  returned  she  again  got 
up,  placing  the  hand  upon  the  tumor  it  was 
immediately  reduced  by  herself.  In  order  to 
make  the  report  of  this  case  a  little  nearer 
perfect,  I  should  state  that  the  pptient,  while 
in  the  upright  position,  had  a  tendency  to 
syncope,  and  this  circumstance  undoubtedly 
facilitated  the  reduction  of  the  hernia,  and 
perhaps  was  as  essential  an  element  toward 
its  accomplishment  as  the  position  itself,  yet 
the  fact  remains  that  the  patient  often  had 
occasion  to  reduce  her  own  hernia,  and  never 
could  succeed  in  any  other  position  than  the 
upright  one.  Whether  sh  always  had  a  ten- 

dency to  faintness  during  her  manipulations 
is  not  known. 

During  the  past  summer  I  reduced  a  femoral 
hernia,  right  side,  by  placing  the  patient  upon 
her  right  side,  nearly  in  the  semi-prone  po- 

sition, with  her  thighs  flexed  upon  the  body; 
seizing  hold  of  the  tumor  T  almost  simultane- 

ously reduced  it  without  the  aid  of  chloroform, 
when  I  had  failed  with  the  patient  in  almost 
all  other  positions  when  she  was  under  the 
use  of  chloroform.  I  am  to  conclud  ,  there- 

fore, that  the  positions  heretofore  recom- 
mended by  the  books  are  not  always  the  best 

positions,  and  that  if  failures  occur  in  such 
positions,  then  it  will  be  wise  to  resort  to  the 
upr  ght  and  if  need  be  to  the  semi-prone  po- 

sition, when  taxis  applied  will  be  made  most 
serviceable  and  efficient. 

I  am  quite  willing  now  to  advance  a  step 
and  claim  that  to  reduce  hernia,  whether  iu- 
guinal  or  femoral,  by  taxis,  that  the  semi- 
prone  or  upright  positions  of  the  patient  are 
always  advisable,  and  I  am  quite  willing  to 
use  stronger  language,  and  assert  that  the 
two  p  sitions  named  are  the  best,  and  the 
supine  posture  the  worst  for  the  patient  to  as- 

sume. It  is  not  relaxation,  but  expansion,  of 
the  abdominal  parietes  that  we  want. 

But  yesterday  I  reduced  an  inguinal  hernra 
while  my  patient  was  standing,  after  I  had 
made  an  ineffectual  attempt  at  reduction  with 
my  patient  lying  on  his  back. 

On  the  evening  of  December  29th,  1871,  I 
visited,  along  with  Drs.  Diehl  and  Daggett,  a 
female  set.  73  years.  I  was  requested  by 
her  attendant,  Dr.  Diehl,  to  go  prepared  to 
operate  for  strangulated  femoral  hernia.  I 
found  the  patient  with  frequent  pulse,  learned 
that  her  hernia  had  been  strangulated,  and 
that  she  had  been  vomiting  for  twenty-four 
houiy,  and  her  daughter  stated  that  what  her 
mother  vomited  was  "bad  smelling."  She 
was  lying  with  her  head  elevated  and  legs 

flexed.  The  hernia  was  upon  the  left  side, 
about  the  size  of  a  black  walnut  and  tender  to 
the  touch.  Trial  had  been  made  during  the 
day  to  reduce  it  by  ̂ axis,  and  another  trial 
was  now  made,  the  woman  in  the  position 
above  described.  The  tumor  felt  tense  and 
was  hard  and  unyielding.  Immediately  I  be- 

came convinced  that  no  one  could  reduce  the 
hernia  while  the  patient  remained  in  this  pos- 

ture, therefore  I  at  once  turned  her  over  upon 
the  side  of  the  hernial  protrusion,  placing  her 
in  the  semi-prone  position,  and  with  the  fin- 

ders of  my  left  hand  reduced  the  hernia  with 
the  greatest  ease,  i  ot  occupying  more  than 
two  miuutes  of  time.  She  made  a  good  re- 

covery, notwithstanding  the  existence  of  stran- 
gulation for  twenty-four  hours. 

Hernial  protrusion  always  occurs  when  the 
person  is  standing.  In  this  position  it  is  eas- 

ier far,  for  the  bowel,  or  a  portion  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  abdominal  cavity, to  pass  through 

an  open  space;  why, then, not  return  the  pro- 
truding bowel,  with  the  patient  occupying 

preciselv  the  same  attitude  that  was  occupied 
when  a  portion  of  bowel  emerged  from  the 
cavity  through  the  outlet  or  ring  ?  I  am  not 
really  conscious  that  position  exerts  any  con- 

siderable influence  over  stricture,  still  I  am 
inclined  to  the  belief  that  it  does  in  some  way 
or  another  modify  the  intensity  of  a  stricture. 
An  opening,  made  through  a  hollow  rubber 
ball,  or  a  hole  made  into  any  spheroidal  hoi- 
low  flexible  body  of  any  material,  would  be 
invisible  when  such  body  or  substance  was  in 
a  state  of  partial  or  complete  collapse,  but 
expand  or  inflate  the  ball,  and  the  opening  or 
hole  through  it  will  likewise  expand  propor- 

tionately, so  that  what  before  seemed  to  be  a 
mere  puncture  is  now  a  good-sized  opening. 

The  abdomen  may  be  likened  to  a  ball  or 
sphencal  boiy,  the  parieties  of  which  are 
capable  both  of  expansion  and  contraction  or 
collapse.  Standing,  the  weight  of  the  ab- 

dominal viscera  is  downward,  and  the  per- 
son's abdomen  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  state  of 

expansion.  Lying  down,  in  the  supine 
posture  the  downward  pressure  of  the  viscera 
is  taken  off  and  the  abdomen  is  in  a  condition 
of  contraction  or  collapse. 

This  explanation  or  rather  illustration  is 
merely  a  mechauical  one,  and  may  carry  no 
particle  of  conviction  along  with  it,  yet  I  can- 

not but  think  that  conclusions  herein  suggest- 
ed would  be  verified  by  experiments  upon 

the  cadaver,  which  would  convert  mechanical 
illustration  into  anatomical  demonstration. 
If  there  be  any  foundation  in  fact,  for  this 
new  theory  to  rest  upon,  for  the  relief  of 
stricture,  then  am  I  justifiable  in  asserting, 
that  for  the  most  successful  and  efficient  ap- 

plication of  the  taxis  in  strangulated  hernia, 
whether  inguinal  or  femoral,  the  patient  should 
be  rf  quired  to  stand  upon  his  or  her  teet,  or  to 
assume  the  semi-prone  position,  rather  than 
to  be  upon  the  back. 
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Prognosis  and  Treat  rent  of  Valvular  Diseas?. 

Dr  .George  Johnson  says,  oncoming  these 
diseases,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal : 

The  prognosis  depends  partly  on  the  situa- tion and  the  character  of  the  valvular  disease, 
partly  upon  the  nature  of  the  functional  dis- 

turbance and  the  structural  changes  which 
have  resulted  from  the  diseased  valve.  In  the 
order  of  gravity,  mitral  obstruction  stands 
first,  and  aortic  obstruction  last,  amongst  the 
forms  of  valvular  disease  ;  for  the  reason  that 
the  feeble  auricle  has  little  power,  and  the 
strong  ventricle  much  power,  to  overcome 
an  impediment  in  front.  Aortic  regurgitation 
and  mitral  regurgitation  are  about  equally 
grave,  but  aortic  regurgitation  is  by  far  the 

most  frequent  cause  "of  sudden  death  by  syn- cope. In  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  val- 
vular disease,  death  occurs  slowly,  as  a  result 

of  the  impeded  circulation  through  various  or- 
gans. Amongst  the  most  frequent  causes  of 

death  are  congestion  of  the  lungs,  with  the  re- 
sulting oedema,  bronchitis,  hemoptysis,  pul- 
monary apoplexy  and  hydrothorax ;  conges- 

tion of  the  liver,  with  jaundice  and  hemor- 
rhage from  the  stomach  and  bowels  ;  conges- 

tion of  the  kidneys,  with  the  resulting  dropsy 
and  its  consequences,  more  especially  inflam- 

mation and  sloughing  of  the  skin  and  cellular 
tissue  ;  and,  lastly,  impeded  circulation 
through  the  brain,  with  the  associated  nervous 
symptoms.  Sudden  death  by  syncope  is  an 
occasional  result  of  aortic  regurgitation,  but 
it  is  rare  in  connection  with  any  other  form 
of  valvular  disease. 

In  the  treatment  of  valvular  disease,  the 
first  lesson  to  be  learnt  and  acted  upon  is,  that 
no  treatment  can  have  the  slightes.  beneficial 
influence  upon  a  damaged  valve.  Mischief 
has  been  done  by  a  lowering  and  a  so-called 
antiphlogistic  treatment  aft  r  the  discovery 
of  a  bellows  sound,  which  has  been  supposed 
to  indicate  recent  inflammatory  disease,  but 
which  in  reality  has  been  the  result  of  chronic 
degeneration  of  a  valve.  The  main  object  of 
treatment  is  to  prevent  the  mischievous  reac- 

tion of  a  damaged  valve  upon  the  muscular 
walls  of  the  heart ;  in  other  words,  to  promote 
hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  tissue,  as  the 
most  effectual  means  of  prevent  ng  dilatation 
of  the  cavities.  For  it  may  safely  be  assumed, 
as  a  general  rule,  that  the  duration  of  life  in 
these  cases  depends  upon  the  degree  in  which 
hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  walls  enables 
the  heart  to  overcome  the  impediment  to  the 
circulation  which  results  from  a  constricted 
orifice  or  an  incompetent  valve. 

The  diet  should  be  nutritious,  including  a 
good  proportion  of  animal  food.  Fatigue  and 
all  depressing  influences  should  be  as  much  as 
possible  avoided,  as  well  as  everything  that 
tends  to  excite  and  hurry  the  circulation,  such 
a3  mental  or  emotional  excitement,  running, 
or  walking,  and  violent  muscular  exertion  of 
all  kinds. 

Tonics  are  often  useful :  quinine,  nux 
vomica,  and  mineral  acids,  to  help  the  appe- 

tite and  digestion;  iron,  to  counteract  anae- 
mia. 

It  has  sometimes  been  said  that  one  object 
of  treatment  is  to  prevent  excessive  hyper- 

trophy of  the  heart ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether 
this  hypertrophy  is  ever  in  excess  of  what  is 
required:  doubtful,  therefore,  whether  at- 

tempts should  ever  be  made  to  lessen  it.  It 
is  true  that  relief  from  pain,  palpitation  and 
dysponoea  is  sometimes  afforded  by  a  moderate 
venesection  or  by  local  bleeding,  by  purging, 
and  by  temporary  low  diet.  But  the  probable 
explanation  of  this  is,  that  by  these  means 
the  volume  of  blood,  and  with  that  the  work 
of  the  heart,  is  lessened,  and  not  that  the  nu- 

trition and  the  strength  of  the  heart's  walls 
are  diminished.  Small  doses  of  digitalis  are 
often  very  useful  in  checking  an  excessive  and 
tumultuous  action  of  the  heart ;  and  a  combi- 

nation of  tincture  of  digitalis  with  tincture  of 
the  percbloride  of  iron  is  an  efficacious  seda- 

tive tonic  and  diuretic.  The  action  of  digitalis 
on  the  heart  must  always  be  carefully 
watched,  It  sometimes  causes  a  distressing 
fluttering  and  depression,  when,  of  course,  it 
must  be  immediately  discontinued.  Extract 
of  aconite  appears  to  possess  the  power  of 
relieving  painful  sensations  and  disquietude 
about  the  heart.  One-eighth  of  a  grain  of  the 
alcoholic  extract  may  be  given  twice  or  thrice 
daily.  The  effect  must  be  carefully  watched. 
A  belladonna  plaster  worn  over  the  heart 
often  proves  an  efficient  local  anodyne.  Bel- 

ladonna, remember,  cannot  be  applied  to  an 
abraded  surface  without  risk  of  absorption 
and  alarming  symptoms  of  poisoning. 

The  state  of  the  circulation  through  the 
lungs  and  other  internal  organs  must  be 
watched  and  regulated.  Exposure  to  cold  and 
wet  should  be  carefully  avoided.  The  result 
of  such  exposure  might  be  an  attack  of  pul- 

monary congestion  and  bronchitis.  The  oc- 
curance  of  such  symptoms  would  be  best  met 
by  the  prompt  application  of  the  treatment 
for  catarrh  and  bronchitis  which  I  described 
fully  in  a  f  )i\ner  lecture  (see  British  Medical 
Journal  Oct.  23rd,  1869).  Coi  gestion  of  the 
kidney,  with  a  scanty  secretion  of  urine 
may  be  treated  by  the  .warm  bath,  or  by  the 

hot" air  bath,  dry  cupping  on  the  loins,  mus- tard and  linseed  poultices,  and  an  occasional 

purgative. Diuretics  are  useful  in  cases  of  valvular  dis- 
ease, not  only  to  lessen,  but  also  to  prevent 

dropsy.  Various  diuretics  may  be  tried  in 
succession  and  in  combination — broom,  digita- 

lis, juniper,  squill,  acetate  of  potash,  spirit  of 
nitric  ether,  compound  tincture  of  iodine. 
A  pleasant  and  often  efficient  diuretic  is  the 
so-called  "  imperial  drink"  made  with  cream 
of  tartar,  lemon-juice  and  peal,  to  which  a 
small  quantity  of  gin  may  be  added.  Another 
usetul  diuretic  is  a  combination  of  powdered 
squill,  digitalis,  and  calomel,  a  gram  of  each 
in  a  pill,  repeated  night  and  morning  until  six 
doses  have  been  taken.  Tl  e  action  of  diu- 

retics is  often  prompted  by  an  occasional  hy- 
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dragogue,  as  for  example,  one-sixth  or  one- 
fourth  of  a  grain  of  elaterium,  or  half  a  drachm 
of  compound  jalap  powder,  or  ten  grains  of 
compound  gamboge  pill.  When  the  impedi- 

ment to  the  circulation  though  the  kidney 
has  reached  the  point  at  which  the  urine  be- 

comes albuminous,  diuretics  are  generally 
useless,  and  often  mischievous.  In  some  of 
these  cases  ,  as  also  in  cases  of  renal  dropsy, 
the  best  means  of  promoting  a  free  secretion 
of  urine,  and  so  removing  the  dropsy,  consist 
in  keeping  the  patient  for  a  time  exclusively 
upon  a  diet  of  cold  or  tepid  milk,  of  which  six 
or  eight  pints  may  be  taken  in  twenty-four 
hours.  If  there  be  a  difficulty  in  digesting 
the  cream,  the  milk  should  be  skimmed.  The 
diuretic  action  of  the  milk  may  be  aided  by 
giving  twenty  or  thirty  grains  of  acetate  of 
potash  three  times  a  day. 
When  other  means  fail  to  prevent  the  in- 

crease of  dropsy,  the  anasacrous  fluid  may  be 
allowed  to  escape  through  incisions  or  punc- 

tures in  the  legs.  The  drain  of  liquid  usually 
affords  great  temporary  relief,  and  is  often 
followed  by  a  copious  secretion  of  urine.  It 
is  not  to  be  denied — and  the  patient  and  his 
friends  should  be  informed — that  incisions  or 
punctures  are  sometimes  followed  ^y  inflam- 

mation and  sloughing  of  the  integuments ; 
but  then,  on  the  other  hand,  distension  of  the 
skin  by  an  excessive  dropsical  accumulation 
is  not  unfrequently  attended  with  the  same 
unpleasant  results.  In  my  experience,  erysi- 

pelatous inflammation  and  sloughing  have  re- 
sulted more  frequently  from  over-distension 

of  the  integuments  than  from  punctures  made 
to  remove  distension.  On  the  whole,  then, 
puncturing  anasarcous  legs  is  an  operation 
which,when  done  with  proper  precautions,is  so 
advantageous  to  the  patient,  that  we  dare  not 
shrink  from  the  responsibility  of  advising  it. 
Many  instances  have  come  under  my  observa- 

tion in  which  this  simple  operation  has  pro- 
longed life  in  comparative  comfort  for  a  very 

considerable  period. 

Treatment  o£„  Spermatorrhea. 

Me.  G-.  G-.  Gascoyne|  gives  the  following 
reconsiderations  in  the  British  Medical  Jour- 

nal : 
The  occasional  introduction  of  a  catheter 

as  large  as  the  urethra  will  take  is  often  of 
the  greatest  service  ;  it  should  be  passed  into 
the  bladder  and  allowed  to  remain  for  five  or 
ten  minutes,  according  to  the  tolerance  of  the 
patient ;  its  mechanical  pressure  helps  to  un- 

load the  congested  capillaries  and  small  ves- 
1  sels  of  the  urethra ;  its  contact  deadens  and 

destroys  the  extreme  sensibility  of  the  ureth- 
ral nerves,  and  renders  them  less  susceptible 

to  the  influence  of  slight  excitants ;  whilst,  by 
stimulating  the  muscles,  it  provokes  their  con- 

traction, and  so  renders  material  assistance  in 
emptying  the  larger  veins.  A  silver  catheter 
is  the  best  instrument  for  the  purpose,  as  it 
exerts  firmer  pressure  than  an  elastic  bougie  ; 

and,  as  the  urine  can  be  drawn  off  through  it, 
the  patient  will  not  require  to  micturate  for 
several  hours,  which  is  a  point  of  some  im- 

portance, as  the  urethra  is  often  very  tender 
after  the  passage  of  an  instrument  for  the  first 
few  times.  The  frequency  with  which  it 
should  be  employed  depends  upon  the  amount 
of  discomfort  its  presence  occasions  ;  and,  if 
the  pain  be  great,  it  should  not  be  left  in  more 
than  a  few  seconds,  lest  rigors,  swelled  testi- 

cle, etc.,  be  occasioned.  Sometimes  the 
urethra  is  extremely  sensitive,  and  much  pain 
attends  the  use  of  the  catheter ;  but  this  is  an 
additional  reason  for  persisting  with  it,  though 
a  smaller  one  may  be  employed  at  first,  so  as 
to  cause  less  pain.  I  have  sometimes  found 
that  smearing  the  catheter  with  blue  or  calo- 

mel ointment.,  or  witn.  half  a  grain  to  a  grain 
of  nitrate  of  silver  rubbfd  down  in  an  ounce 
of  lard,  to  be  of  use  in  obstinate  cases  ;  but  I 
prefer  the  blue  ointment  to  anything  I  have 
yet  tried.  Some  camphor,  extract  of  opium, 
belladonna,  e'c,  may  be  combined  with  these 
ointments,  if  thought  desirable.  Care  should 
be  taken  that  these  applications  do  not  reach 
much  beyond  the  curve  of  the  instrument, 
and  it  should  be  thoroughly  well  oiled  before 
using  it.  The  oversecretion  of  mucus  is  al- 

ways checked  by  the  use  of  the  catheter, 
whether  armed  with  ointment  or  not. 

Cold  bathing,  cold  douches,  etc.,  should  not 
be  employed  on  going  to  bed.  The  ordinary 
bath  in  the  morning  does  good;  but  cold  ap- 

plications at  night  should  be  forbidden,  as  the 
reaction  which  follows  them  will  increase  the 
local  circulation,  and  so  cause  congestion  and 
erection  of  the  penis,  and  thus  increase  the 
probability  of  emissions. 

Not  only  must  the  position  assumed  in  sleep 
be  attended  to,  but  undue  warmth  in  bed 
avoided,  whether  by  using  very  soft  beds  or 
too  large  an  amount  of  clothing.  The  bowels 
should  be  carefully  regulated,  to  prevent  any 
accumulation  within  the  rectum ;  and  the 
urine  examined  from  time  to  time  so  as  to  de- 

tect an  excess  of  uric  acid,  the  presence  of 
oxalates,  etc.,  which  may  render  its  passage 
irritating  to  the  hypersensitive  urethra.  Over- distension of  the  bladder  must  at  all  times  be 
guarded  against,  and  the.  patient  warned  to 
pass  urine  on  waking  in  the  morning,  lest  he 
doze  off  again  with  a  full  bladder,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  certain  provocations  of  erec- tion and  emissions. 
Before  commencing  to  treat  this  affection 

constitutionally,  it  is  generally  necessary  to 
allay  the  digestive  disturbances  which  are  so 
common  and  often  so  severe,  by  giving  such 
remedies  as  may  be  applicable  to  the  con- 

dition of  the  patient,  either  with  or  without 
the  more  special  medicines.  By  neglecting 
to  do  so,  we  may  not  only  add  to  the  dyspep- 

tic troubles  and  obtain  no  benefit  from  the 
drugs  given,  but  a  valuable  medicine  may  do 
harm  and  be  brought  into  disrepute,  in  conse- 

quence of  its  being  administered  at  a  time 
when  the  stomach  cannot  tolerate  it. 
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Internally,  I  have  found  astringents  of  more 

use  in  this  disorder  than  tonics  ;  or  they  may 
be  combined.  Gallic  acid,  the  dilute  mineral 
acids,  especially  tne  sulphuric,  may  be  given. 
Tincture  of  matico  will  often  be  of  service 
and  more  so,  in  my  experience,  than  any 
other  plant  rich  in  tannin,  as  it  appears  to 
act  upon  the  genito  urinary  tract,  rather  than 
upon  the  bowels,  as  is  oi  ten  the  case  with 
the  others. 

Erijot  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  remedies 
foi  this  affection,  and  the  liquid  extracts  of 
the  Pharmacopceia  is  a  very  efficient  and  con- 

venient form  for  giving  it;  whilst  the  dilute 
su'phuric  acid  can  be  added,  if  thought  advis- able. 

When  the  urethra  is  very  sensitive,  and  the 
passage  of  urine  painful,  small  doses  of  copai- 

ba are  often  most  comforting ;  or  the  other 
oleoresins  may  be  tried  if  it  disagree ;  but  none 
( f  them,  in  my  opinion,  is  equal  in  value  to 
copaiba,  when  it  can  be  borne. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  regard  strychnine  in 
these  cases  with  very  great  favor;  when  there 
is  much  irritability  of  the  nerves  I  believe  it 
often  adds  to  this ;  but  when  this  is  subsiding 
it  may  be  of  use  as  a  tonic  ;  so  may  quinine 
or  iron,  but  in  no  other  way.  I  have  never 
iven  the  tincture  of  iron  in  the  enormous 
oses  (from  one  to  two  drachms  three  times 

daily)  recommended  by  some,  and  so  I  cannot 
speak  personally  of  its  value  in  such  large 
quantity. 

Cantharides,  phosphorus  (except  the  dilute 
phosphoric  acid),  and  the  so-called  aphrodis- 

iacs, do  harm  by  acting  as  stimulants  to  the 
nervous  system  generally,  and  therefore  to 
the  local  nerves.  Cantharides,  also,  by  its 
action  upon  the  bladder  is,  especially  wh°n 
given  in  large  doses,  a  very  injurious  drug  in 
these  cases.  For  the  same  reasons  I  disap- 

prove of  local  blistering  ;  while  the  sore  left 
by  the  blister  acts,  moreover,  as  a  source  of 
irritation,  and  adds  to  the  liability  of  emis- sion*. 

Belladonna,  in  my  hands,  has  proved  to  be 
an  uncertain  remedy ;  in  some  cases  it  has 
appeared  to  do  good  by  allaying  irritation, 
whilst  in  others  there  were  no  beneficial  re- 

sults from  it.  The  dryness  of  throat,  distur- 
bance of  vision  and  diarrhea,  which  are  often 

caused  by  it,  constitute  an  objection  to  its  em 
plo  ment  in  full  doses,  and  without  them  its 
value  is  very  questionable. 
Camphor  is  a  most  useful  drug  ;  three  or  four 

grams  made  up  into  two  pills,  with  half  a 
grain  or  a  grain  of  opium  and  one  or  two  of 
aloesJhave  more  frequently  allayed  irritability 
and  prevented  emissions,  than  anything  I  have 
yet  tried.  Opium  alone  does  not  succeed  as 
well,  aud  a  larger  dose  is  necessary,  so  that 
the  unto  ward  syratoms  sometimes  produced  by 
it  are  more  likely  to  be  incurred. 

I  have  tried  chloral  in  a  few  cases,  and  with 
very  great  advantage  :  in  doses  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  graius  at  bed-time,  it  has  answered  its 
purpose  admirably. 

Bromide  of  potassium,  in  thirty  or  forty- 
grain  doses,  will  sometimes  be  of  service  ;  but 
it  seems  to  me  a  less  certain  remedy  than  chlo- 

ral, which  I  am  disposed  to  regard  as  one  of 
the  valuable  agents  we  possess  for  these  cases, 
though  as  yet  my  experience  of  it  is  lim- 
ited. 

Suppositories  vary  much  in  their  action 
whatever  drugs  they  may  contain.  Occasion- 

ally they  answer  well,  but  often  they  do  not 
lessen,  and  I  am  not  sure  they  do  not  some- 

times increase,  the  irritability  of  the  parts. 
Galvanism  I  have  not  employed  myself; 

but  in  the  few  instances  where  I  have  known 
it  tried  by  others,  it  has  seemed  to  me  to  do 
more  harm  than  good,  by  adding  to  the  ner- 

vous irritation. 
Lastly,  as  to  cauterization  by  the 

porte-caustique*  I  need  scarcely  say  that 
I  am  strongly  opposed  to  this  method  of  treat- 

ment ;  for,  if  my  view  of  this  disorder  be  cor- 
rect, this  instrument  can  relieved  in  no  other 

way  than  as  the  passage  of  the  catheter  does. 
I  do  not  believe  that  ulceration  or  other  mor- 

bid conditions  of  the  ejaculatory  ducts  are  the 
causes  of  seminal  losses.  We  have  no  evi- 

dence that  these  pathological  conditions  exist 
except,  it  may  be,  in  very  rare  instances ;  and, 
if  so,  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the 
prostatic  mucous  membrane  in  every  case  of 
nocturnal  emission  must  be  unnessary  ;  and 
in  spite  of  its  alleged  harmlessness,  I  consi- 

der it  to  be  a  dangerous  treatment.  I  have 
known  two  persons  die  from  the  effects  of  the 
porte-caustique,  and  I  have  seen  others  suffer 
severely  from  its  employment.  This  may 
not  be  the  usual  result ;  but  I  do  say  that  the 
application  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  urethra, 
whether  in  stick  or  in  strong  solution,  is  at 
least  a  very  sharp  remedy,  and  will  often 
produce  violent  inflammation,  and  sometimes 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  stricture  or  of  a  chron- 

ic irritation  of  the  bladder.  If,  then,  caustic 
be  applied  on  an  incorrect  surmise  as  to  the 
c<  ndition  of,  and  its  effects  upon,  the  prostatic 
mucous  membrane  and  ejaculatory  ducts,  it  is 
not  only  an  unnecessary,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
an  unsafe  method  of  treatment. 

Modern  Improvements  in  the  Conduct  of  Labor. 
This  wai  the  subject  of  an  address  by  Dr. 

Kidd  before  the  Dublui  Obstetrical  Society, 
from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts  : 

Improvements  in  Embryotomy, 
Though  the  use  of  the  perforator  and  the 

frequency  of  embryotomy  has  been  gradually 
reduced  to  a  minimum,  this  very  circum- 

stance instead  of  causing  the  operation  to  be 
neglected  has  led  to  its  improvement.  Em- 

bryotomy is  now  only  performed  in  extreme 
cases,  and  consequently  the  instruments  that 
served  wesl  in  cases  of  little  difficulty  soon  had 
their  inefficiency  made  manifest  when  they 
came  to  be  used  only  in  cases  of  great  deformi- 

ty.  The  improvement  of  the  instruments  and 
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•  of  the  methods  of  operating  therefore  became 
1  a  necessity,  and  to  this  object  have  been 
'  directed  the  attention  of  obstetricians  in  all 
1  lands.  In  Italy  and  in  France,  in  Austria 
1  and  in  Belgium,  in  America,  and  at  home,  im- 
•  provements  have  been  suggested.    Long  be- 

fore the  necessity  for  it  was  recognized  else- 
1  where  the  cephalotribe  was  invented  by  As- 

salini,  to  whose  genius  we  are  indebted  for 
many  other  improvements,  for  the  extraction 
of  the  head  in  cases  where  the  conjugate  di- 

ameter of  the  pelvis  was  under  three  inches. 
;  This  instrument  may  possibly  have  been  su°- 
1  gested  by  the  Almisdach,  described  by  Albu- 
1  casis,  and  figured  by  (  hurchill,  but  at  all 
events  it  has  come  to  us  through  Baudelocque 
and  the  French  obstetricans,  and  has  now, 

!■  after  successive  modifications  at  home  and 
I  abroad,  been  brought  to  such  perfection  that 
by  its  aid  women  whose  pelvises  measured 
but  little  more  than  one  iLich,  instead  of  the 
three  of  Assalini,  in  the  conjugate  diameter, 
have  been  safely  delivered  of  full  grown  chil- 
dren. 

!     From  Italy,  again,  we  have  learned  another 
method  of  drawing  the  head  through  a  very 
narrow  pelvis.    When  the  cephalotribe  is 

1  used  it  flattens  the  roof  of  the  skull  on  the 
;  base,  and,  without  breaking  this  latter,  turns 
'  or  cants  it  so  as  to  make  it  come  down  edge- 
I  ways ;  but  the  brothers  Lollini  conceived  the 
idea  of  breaking  up  the  base  so  as  to  allow  the 
bones  composing  it  to  glide  and  fold  up  on  one 
another,  and  so  come  through  a  very  narrow 
space.    This  they  did  with  a  forceps  tariere, 
or  augur  forceps,  with  which  they  drilled  holes 
in  the  base  of  the  skull  and  so  broke  it  up. 

i  This  method  has  been  improved  on  by  Dr. 
i  Hubert,  of  Louvain,  who,  two  years  ago,  read 
a  paper  before  the  Eoyal  Academy  of  Medi- 

1  cine  of  Belgium,  on  an  operation  he  called 
sphenotresie  or  transforation,  which  consisted 
in  driving  a  large  wedge-shaped  screw  into 
the  body  of  the  sphenoid,  so  as  to  split  up  the 

:  base  into  a  number  of  pieces  ;  and,  about  the 
1  pame  time,  Sir  James  Simpson  exhibited,  at 
1  a  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association, 
an  instrument,  very  similar  in  principle,  to 
effect  the  same  object.   From  Belgium  we 

!  have  had  another  plan  for  reducing  the  size  of 
the  fetal  head  in  the  forceps  scie,  or  saw  for- 

ceps of  Yan  Heuvel,  of  Brussels,  with  which 
the  head  is  seized  and  then  cut  into  segments 
by  a  chain-saw;  and,  more    recently,  Dr. 
Barnes,  of  London,  has  proposed  to  effect  the 
same  division  of  the  head  into  segments  by 
means  of  an  ecraseur.   We  have  thus  got  at 
our  disposal  various  methods  of  reducing  the 
head  or  other  parts  of  a  child  in  utero  to  such 
dimensions  that  it  may  be  drawn  tl  rough  a 
very  narrow  pelvis  ;  and  I  claim  it  as  another 
example  of  progress,  that  by  some  one  or 
other  of  these  methods  in  those  cases  where 

■  the  pelvis  is  so  so  deformed,  that  some  years 
ago  we  would  all  have  admitted  that  delivery 
could  only  be  effected  by  that  most  fatal  op- 

eration the  Csesarian  section,  the  child  can 

now  be  removed  with  comparative  safety  to 
the  mother. 

Bi-Polar  Version. 
In  another  class  of  labors,  mechanical  skill 

has  done  much  to  overcome  difficulties  that 
but  too  often  compromised  the  life  of  both 
mother  and  child.  When  the  child  lies  with 
its  long  axis  crossways,  it  must  be  turned  be- 

fore it  can  be  born,  or  be  doubled  up,  or  ex- 
tracted piecemeal.  There  are  few  operations 

in  midwifery  attended  with  more  danger  than 
version  ;  the  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the 
uterus  is  always  a  dangerous  proceeding ;  and 
various  attempts  have  been  made  to  effect  the 
version  without  it,  but  it  remained  for  Dr. 
Braxton  Hicks  to  show  that  by  a  combined 
external  and  internal  manipulation,  that  is  by 
a  hand  placed  externally  on  the  abdomen  of 
the  mother,  and  one  or  two  fingers  in  the  os 
uteri,  the  operation,  which  so  frequently  failed 
before,  can  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  be 
effected  with  ease  and  certainty,  and  the  child 
be  safely  tilted  into  the  proper  position. 

Decapitation. 
But  in  some  cases  of  transverse  presenta- 

tion it  is  found  impossible  to  safely  effect  the 
version  in  any  way,  and  "  this  impossibility  of 
turning  the  child  had,"  to  use  the  words  of 
Denman,  "  to  the  apprehension  of  writers  and 
practitioners, left  the  woman  without  any  hope 
of  relief.  Some  proposed  to  decapitate  the 
child  under  these  circumstances,  but  owing 
probably  to  badly  devised  methods  of  doing  it 
the  operation  was  seldom  if  ever  practiced, 
and  another  was  adopted  instead.  This  op- 

eration, evisoeration,  was  seldom  accomplish- 
ed, according  to  Dr.  Collins,  under  two  hours ; 

in  one  case  he  spent  two  hours  and  a-half  at 
it.  It  is  to  the  operator  two  hours  of  hard 
work  and  great  fatigue,  and  if  it  produces 
great  exhaustion  in  him  what  must  it  be  to  the 
mother.  After  a  series  of  attempts  the  opera- 

tion of  decapitation  has  lately  been  ren- 
dered so  simple  and  easy  of  performance 

that  it  will  probably  altogether  supercede 
evisceration.  Prof.  Pajot,  of  Paris,  has  de- 

vised a  method  by  which  the  operation  may 
be  effected  in  a  minute  and  a-half ;  and  I  have 
myself  done  it  with  his  instrument  in  this  time. 
It  is  probable  his  method  may  be  still  further 
simplified,  and  in  the  paper  read  at  one  of  our 
meetings  during  the  past  session  I  have  my- 

self described  a  modification  of  it  that  will,  I 
hope,  make  it  more  easy. 

Hemorrhage — Transfusion. 
After  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  especially 

when  the  uterus  is  fatigued  and  exhausted  by 
prolonged  labor,  hemorrhage  is  of  not  infre- 

quent occurrence,  and  sometimes  it  is  of  a  for- midable character.  We  are  indebted  to  Dr. 
Barnes  for  the  introduction  of  a  method  that 
seldom  fails  to  control  this.  I  mean  the  injec- 

tion of  a  strong  solution  of  the  perchloride  of 
iron  in  to  the  interior  of  the  uterus.  In  the 
session  before  the  last  we  had  several  success- 
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ful  cases  of  this  mode  of  treating  post-partum 
hemorrhage,  brought  before  us  by  Dr.  Eoe, 
and  during  the  same  session  Dr.  Beatty 
brought  before  us  a  case  of  extreme  hemor. 
rha^e,  in  which  the  operation  of  transfusion 
was  successfully  performed  by  Dr.  Robert 
McDonnell,  and  I  believe  we  shall  have  be- 

fore us  at  our  next  meeting  two  other  cases  of 
transfusion,  in  one  of  which  the  same  success- 

ful result  was  obtained,  but  in  the  other  the 
operation  was  performed  too  late  to  be  of  any 
use.  If  further  experience  confirm  the  teach- 

ing of  these  successful  cases,  that  the  opera- 
tion can  be  performed  without  producing 

phlebitis  or  other  injurious  results,  it  will,  no 
doubt,  be  had  recourse  to  at  a  much  earlier 
period  than  hitherto,  and  we  shall  have  no 
more  failures  from  being  too  late.  To  inject 
blood  into  the  veins  of  a  patient  dying  from 
hemorrhage  is  a  natural  impulse,  and  has  been 
attempted  from  the  earliest  periods.  The  suc- 

cess of  Dr.  McDonnell's  method  depends  on  a 
happy  application  of  physiological  knowledge 
and  mechanical  skill.  The  difficulties  to  be 
overcome  were  twofold — the  risk  of  obstruct- 

ing the  circulation  by  the  introduction  either 
of  a  clot  or  of  air.  As  soon  as  it  was  learned 
that  the  fibrin  was  an  excrementitious  mate- 

rial, and  not  the  essential  portion  of  the  blood, 
it  was  at  once  seen  that  the  risk  of  introduc- 

ing clots  could  be  obviated  by  the  removal  of 
all  the  fibrin,  or  clot-producing  material  ;  and 
this  is  the  first  step  in  Dr.  McDonnell's  pro- 

cess. To  prevent  the  introduction  of  air  is  the 
remaining  difficulty.  This  is  overcome  by 
causing  the  blood  to  flow  in  by  its  own  gravity 
rather  than  by  a  syringe,  and  by  making  it 
pass,  in  part  of  its  course,  through  a  narrow 
glass  tube,  where  a  bubble  of  air,  if  it  occur, 
can  easily  be  seen,  and  its  passage  be  at  once 
arrested. 

Laceration  of  the  Perineum. 

Laceration  of  the  perineum  during  labor, 
especially  in  primiparous  labors,  is  very  com- 

mon, and  occurs,  as  has  been  shown  by  Sir 
James  Simpson,  "despite  the  very  modification 
of  management,  and  in  cases  also  in  which  no 
kind  of  management  has  been  adopted."  This 
also  has  been  charged  against  the  forceps,  and 
at  one  time  it  was  taught  that  the  forceps 
should  never  be  used  in  a  first  labor,  because 
of  the  danger  of  lacerating  the  perineum. 
Most  obstetricians  of  the  present  day,  how- 

ever, will,  I  have  no  doubt,  agree  with  me  in 
saying  the  progress  of  the  head  is  more  under 
control  when  the  forceps  is  used  than  in  the 
natural  labor  of  strong  and  impetuous  young 
women,  and  that  the  perineum  is  actually 
safer  when  the  forceps  is  skillfully  used  than 
when  no  assistance  is  given.  When  the  acci- 

dent does  occur,  if  the  laceration  do  not  extend 
too  close  to  the  sphincter  ani,  the  immediate 
consequences  are  so  trivial  that,  till  recently, 
it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  adopt  any 
special  treatment  to  remedy  the  evil ;  but  as 
the  women  who  have  had  the  perineum  torn 

advanced  in  life,  they  often  suffer  from  pro- 
lapse of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  vagina,  drag- 

ging down  the  rectum  with  it,  a  form  of  pro- 
lapse most  difficult  to  relieve.  It  has  conse- 

quently become  the  rule  with  many,  when 
lacerations  occur,  to  draw  together  the  edges 
of  the  wound  with  one  or  two  sutures,  and, 
though  the  wound  is  a  lacerated  one,  perfect 
union  almost  always  takes  place,  and  thus 
women  are  saved  from  such  discomfort,  so, 
though  apparently  a  trivial  matter,  I  think 
this  an  improvement  not  unworthy  of  a  pas- 

sing notice. 
Washing  Out  the  Uterus. 

It  sometimes  happens  in  the  course  of  con- 
valescence after  labor  or  abortion,  that  the 

discharges  from  the  uterus  become  putrid  and 
exceedingly  fetid,  from  the  presence  of  some 
decomposing  substance  within  the  uterus 
itself.  This  sets  up  fever  and  blood  poison- 

ing, which  often  run  on  to  a  fatal  termina- 
tion ;  but  Dr.  Hicks  has  shown,  that  with  cer- 
tain precautions  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  may 

be  safely  washed  out,  and  the  offending  sub- 
stance removed.  It  was  at  One  time  thought 

exceedingly  dangerous  to  inject  fluid  of  any 
kind  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus ;  but  it  is 
now  established,  that  if  the  os  be  sufficiently 
open  to  allow  the  fluid  to  run  out  again  freely, 
there  is  neither  danger  nor  pain  in  the  opera- 

tion ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  have  seen 
more  than  one  woman  relieved  of  a  very  seri- 

ous train  of  symptoms  by  having  her  uterus 
thoroughly  washed  out  with  a  solution  of  per- 

manganate of  potash,  as  recommended  bv 

Dr.  Hicks.  y 

Lead  Poisoning  Following  the  tTse  of  a  Hair 
Preparation. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Crocker,  of  Provincetown, 
writes  to  the  Boston  Medical  Journal : 

The  following  case  of  lead  palsy,  from  using 
a  "  Hair  Preparation,"  may  not  be  uninter- esting. R.  W.,  set.  55,  laborer,  was  attacked 
with  what  appeared  to  be  muscular  rheu- 

matism, affecting  mainly  the  deltoid  and 
other  muscles  of  shoulders,  last  Febru- 

ary. When  first  visited,  he  was  suffering 
from  pains  more  or  less  severely  for  a  month 
or  two.  Both  arms  were  in  this  manner  crip- 

pled. Ordered  cotton  batting  to  affected 
parts,  lemon-juice  and  opiates  internally. 
Made  quite  a  rapid  recovery,  but  when  seen 
in  March  following  he  was  suffering  from  an 
almost  complete  paralysis  of  extensor  mus- 

cles of  fingers  and  hands,  with  dropping  of 
wrists.  He  could  readily  and  forcibly  grasp, 
but  found  difficulty  in  letting  go.  No  lead 
lines  about  gums  could  be  seen.  Said  he  had 
had  several  attacks  of  colic  within  a  few 
years.  The  water  used  for  drinking  purposes 
was  obtained  from  a  brick  well ,  and  stood  in  a 
wooden  bucket.  Ordinary  cooking  utensils 
were  used  in  his  family.  Subsequently,  upon 
inquiry,  I  discovered  that  for  fifteen  years  he 
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had  used  a  "  hair  renewer,"  made  by  himself 
of  three  tablespoonfuls  lac  sulphur  and  two 
teaspoonfuls  sugar  of  lead  to  a  pint  of  water. 
With  this  he  had  drenched  his  hair  and  scalp 
as  often  as  once  a  week,  onder  use  of  iodide 
of  potassium  and  galvanism  he  has  made  a 
good  recovery,  the  hair-dressing  having,  of 
course,  been  discontinued.  The  urine  was 
not  examined  after  treatment  began.  No 
colic  since  sugar  of  lead  was  stopped. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 Dr.  FessendenN.Otts,  in  an  article  on 
the  Physiology  of  Syphilitic  Infection,  reprint 
ed  from  the  Medical  Gazette,  takes  the  ground 
that  syphilis  is  at  first  a  local  disease  ;  that  its 
later  manifestations  are  wholly  dependent 
upon  interference  with  the  lymphatic  circula- 

tion ;  and  that  it  is  the  germinal  element  which 
is  primarily  affected.  Those  who  would  be- 

come further  acquainted  with  his  views  can 
obtain  his  article  in  pamphlet  form  from  F. 
Leypoldt,New  York  city. 

 By  wish  of  the  executors  of  Sir  James 
Simpson,  his  friend,  Prof.  Duns,  F.  R.S.  E., 
has  undertaken  to  write  his  biography. 

 Prof  Haughton  is  preparing  for  the 
press  a  volume  containing  his  lectures  on 
Least  Force  in  Nature,  and  other  anatomical 
subjects. 

— — We  have  received  : 
Report  of  the  Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hos- 

pital. 

Annual  Announcement  of  the  Woman's 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Woman's  Hospital  of 
Philadelphia. 

Valedictory  Address  to  the  20th  Graduating 
Class  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College  of 
Pennsylvania,  by  Henry  Hartshorne, 
M.  D. 

Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Quarterly  Summary  of  the  Transactions  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia. 

 An  investigation  concerning  the  me- 
chanism of  the  ossicles  of  hearing  and  the 

membrane  of  the  round  window,  by  Dr. 
Charles  H.  Burnett  ;  reprinted  from  the 
Archives  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Worms.  A  Series  of  Lectures  on  Practical 

Helminth ology,  delivered  at  the  Medical 
College  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital.  With 
cases  illustrating  the  Symptoms,  Diagnosis 
and  Treatment  of  internal  Parasitic  Dis- 

eases. By  T.  Spencer  Cobbold,  M.  D., 
F.  R.  S.,  etc.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  & 
Blakiston ,  1872.  1  vol.,  cloth,  8vo.,  pp.  178. 
Price 

Dr.  Cobbold  has  long  been  known  as  per- 
haps the  most  indefatigable  helminthologist 

of  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  present  volume 
he  has  summed  up  the  results  of  his  researches 
and  studies  in  a  compact  and  lucid  form.  The 
lectures  are  twenty  in  number,  the  first  six  of 
which  were  published  in  the  London  Medical 
Times  and  Gazette,  the  remainder  being  en- 

tirely new  and  recently  delivered.  The  first 
eleven  are  chiefly  upon  tape-worm,  its  causes, 
symptoms  and  treatment,  illustrated  with 
cases.  The  subjects  of  the  subsequent  dis- 

courses are  seat-worms,  thread- worms,  as- 
carides,  tdchinse,  bots,  flukes  and  maggots. 
A  great  deal  of  attention  is  given  to  the  most 
effective  methods  of  treatment,  and  also  to  the 
detection  of  obscure  disorders  of  the  system 
which  arise  from  the  presence  of  parasites, 
without  presenting  such  symptoms  as  would 
lead  at  once  to  a  suspicion  of  their  presence. 
The  cases  are  clearly  recorded  and  repay  care- 

ful study. 
The  author  adds  a  list  of  his  contributions 

to  this  branch  of  science,  which  have  been 
numerous,  and  the  volume  is  furnished  with 
an  excellent  index. 

Dr.  Rigby's  Obstetric  Memoranda,  Fourth, 
edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  By  Alfred 

Meadows,  M.D.,  etc.,  Philadelphia:  Lindsay 
&  Blakiston,  1872.  32  mo.,  pp.  104,  cloth. 
Price  $. 

Memoranda  on  Poisons.  By  the  late  Thomas 
Hawkes  Tanner,  M.  D.,  F.  L.  S.  Third 

and  completely  revised  edition.  Philadel- 
phia :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1872.  32  mo., 

pp.  155,  cloth.  Price  $. 
Both  these  little  books,  as  their  titles  de- 

note, are  intended  as  reminders  to  the  prac- 
titioners and  to  the  student.   That  they  have 
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each  gone  through  several  editions  is  an  evi- 
dent proof  of  their  popularity.  They  are  both 

carefully  arranged,  and  botii  have  undergone 
thorough  and  repeated  revisions. 

The  American  editor  of  Tanner's  memo- 
randa has  discarded  the  old  classifications  of 

poisons  as  irrational,  and  adopted  a  division 
into  corrosives,  virulent  gases,  neurotics  and 
abortives.  He  confesses  that  this  grouping  is 

"  far  from  perfect  " — and  we  agree  with  him. 
Under  each  poison  are  given  the  symptoms, 
post-mortem  appearances,  treatment  and  tests. 
In  the  treatment  of  opium  we  are  astonished 
to  find  no  mention  of  belladonna  as  an  anti- 

dote. The  abortives  are  treated  quite  inade- 
quately in  proportion  to  their  importance. 

Generally,  however,  the  book  is  satisfactory. 
Br.  Bigkby's  memoranda  has  quite  a  repu- 

tation for  practical  utility,  and  having  the  un- 
avoidable faults  of  omission  in  compilations  of 

the  kind,  it  deserves  much  praise  for  lucidity 
and  conciseness. 

The  Irritable  Bladder,  its  Causes  and  Treat- 
ment, including  a  Practical  view  of  Urinary 

Pathology,  Deposits  and  Calculi.  By  Fred- 
erick James  Gant,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  etc.  Third 

Edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  addL 
tional  wood  engravings.  Philadelphia : 
Lindsey  &  Blakiston.  1872.  1  vol  cloth. 
Pp.  221.   Price,  $ 

The  first  two  editions  of  this  work  were  rap- 
idly exhausted,  and  in  the  preparation  of  the 

present  one  the  author  has  submitted  the 
text  to  a  careful  revision,  and  inserted  con- 

siderable additional  matter,  particularly  upon 
urinary  calculi.  The  subject  is  treated  under 
three  sectional  headings,  the  first  being  upon 
the  constitutional  causes  of  irritability  of  the 

uladder  and  their  "  social  origin."  By  the 
latter  term  Dr.  Gant  means  such  causes  as 

errors  of  diet,  neglect  of  ablution,  mal-excre- 
tion,  in-door  life,  mismanaged  pregnancy,  etc. 
In  common  with  all  intelligent  physicians, 
not  warped  by  preiudices,  he  urges  a  wider 
distribution  of  hygienic  knowledge  among  the 

masses,  remarking,  "  in  the  prevention  of  dis- 
ease the  more  will  medicine,  as  a  profession, 

be  appreciated  and  honored  "  (p.  11). 
The  second  section  treats  of  local  causes  of 

irritable  bladder,  as  constipation,  diseases  of 
the  uterus  and  prostate,  stricture  of  the  ure- 

Book  Notices.  [Vol.  xxvi. 

thra  and  vesical  affections.  The  third  is  upon 
urinary  pathology  and  the  treatment  of  irrita- 

bility of  the  bladder.  The  microscopical  char- 
acters and  chemical  te>  ts  of  morbid  conditions 

of  the  urine  are  described,  urinary  calculi  ex- 
plained, and  ample  practical  instructions 

given  for  treatment. 
The  book  is  English  print,  on  heavy  paper, 

and  in  clear  type.  As  a  practical  guide  to  the 
troublesome  maladies  it  is  concerned  with, 
it  will  be  found  of  great  value  to  the  physi- 
cian. 

The  Medical  Congress  of  France. 
It  is  announced  that  the  fourth  session  of 

this  body  will  be  held  this  year  at  Lyons.  It 
will  commence  on  the  18th  September,  and 
wiil  last  for  nine  days.  Foreigners  will  be 
admitted  without  subscription.  The  subjects 
specially  propounded  for  discussion  are  the 
following:  1.  Epidemics  of  small-pox,  with 
special  reference  to  the  varieties  of  vaccina- 

tion, animal  vicciuation,  and  the  best  regula- 
tions for  ensuring  general  vaccination.  2. 

Wounds  from  fire-arms;  the  primary  and 
secondary  effects  of  the  new  projectiles,  in- 

cluding the  discussion  of  explosive  balls ;  the 
indications  for  systematic  expectant  treat- 

ment ;  amputations  and  resections  in  diaphy- 
sary  and  articular  fractures;  these  to  be 
studied  in  respect  to  mortality  and  the  preser- 

vation of  the  functions  of  the  limbs ;  modes  of 
dressing  best  fitted  to  prevent  complication, 
and  to  facilitate  transport  of  the  wounded  to 
a  distance.  3.  Ambulances  in  time  of  war,  in- 

cluding comparative  national  organization; 
relations  of  the  head  of  the  ambulance  to  the 
military  commander ;  relations  of  the  official 
with  the  voluntary  ambulance.  4.  The  cattle- 
plague.  5.  The  causes  of  the  depopulation  of 
France,  and  the  means  of  remedying  it.  6. 
The  treatment  of  syphilis.  7.  The  reorgani- 

zation of  medical  teaching  in  France.  8.  The 
practical  means  of  ameliorating  the  position 
of  the  medical  practitioner,  and  placing  him 
in  harmony  with  the  importance  of  the  part 
which  he  is  called  upon  to  play  in  society. 

A  Worthy  Example. 
In  his  life  of  the  celebrated  Cobbett,  the 

unfortunate  Rev.  John  Selby  Watson  states 
that  when  Cobbett  started  his  newspaper,  the 
Porcupine,  he  gave  notice  that  it  should  be 
kept  pure  from  the  foul  and  offensive  adver- 

tisements of  quacks,  though  he  was  told  that 
he  should  lose  £500  per  annum  by  the  exclu- 

sion, as  well  as  incur  the  hostility  of  the  ven- 
ders of  death-dealing  nostrums.  In  this  reso- 

lution he  may  have  been  influenced  by  his 
recollection  of  what  he  had  suffered  from  the 
notorious  quack,  Rush,  of  Philadelphia. 
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THE  QUESTION  OP  INTOXICANTS. 

Problems  of  sociology,  to  be  studied  effec- 
tively must  be  studied  objectively  ;  that  is, 

Dot  with  reference  to  what  we  think  they 
ought  to  pre  ve  or  illustrate,  not  with  regard 

to  moral  or  intellectual  ends,  but  simply  with 
intention  of  discovering  naked  facts  which 

make  them  up.  Science  has  nothing  more  to 

do  with  morals,  with  happiness  or  with  de- 
velopment, than  art  has.  Pure  science  and 

pure  art  are  from  their  nature  alike  dissever- 
ed from  the  purposes  of  utility  and  morality. 

The  ignorance  or  the  neglect  of  this  great 
truth  is  the  reason  why  so  much  ink  and  words 
are  wasted  on  discussions  concerning  the  cui 

bono,  and  its  misinterpretation  is  the  cause  of 
that  hostility  to  science  and  art  which  has  too 

often  marked  the  history  of  religious  thought, 
and  marred  the  character  of  able  minds. 

We  have  been  led  to  these  reflections  by  a 
conspicuous  instance,  not  of  what  we  have 

been  criticising,  but  of  its  opposite  :  a  discus- 
sion of  a  social  problem,  and  that  one  of  the 

gravest  which  we  have  to  cope  withal,  in  a 
tone  of  most  unbiased  scrutiny.  We  refer  to 

the  investigation  into  the  causes,  extent,  re- 
results  and  prevention  of  drunkenness,recently 
carried  on  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of 
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Massachusetts.  This  is  so  important  a  ques 
tion  that  few  men  can  be  found  who  are  ca- 

pable of  examining  it  without  being  controled 

by  preconceived  views  which,  they  think,  must 
be  supported,  or  else  their  labor  is  vain. 

One  of  these  few,  however,  we  believe  to  be 

Dr.  Henry  J.  Bowditch,  of  Boston,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board.  In  the  second  and  third 

reports  of  the  board  he  has  entered  into  an 
extended  examination  of  the  use  of  intoxi- 

cants as  beverages,  and  the  conclusions  he 
draws  bear  the  stamp  of  conscientious  study. 

They  are  not  altogether  in  the  interests  of 

any  one  party  on  the  temperance  question. 
Indeed,  it  is  likely  they  will  be  unpalatable 

to  all.  The  following  propositions  include 

the  principal  facts  ascertained : 
First.  Stimulants  of  some  kind  are  found  to 

exist  and  to  be  used  at  times  to  excess  in 

every  quarter  of  the  globe.  To  use  stimulants, 
therefore,  seems  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  of 

human  instincts.  As  such  it  cannot  be  pro- 
hibited any  more  than  we  can  annihilate  any 

other  instinct.  We  can  only  curb  it  by  reason 

or  by  law,  if  it  transgresses  the  bounds  of  social 

life. 
"  Second.  Intemperance  is  very  rare  be- 

tween the  isothermal  lines  of  77°  F.,  north  and 
south  of  the  equatorial  isothermal  line  of 

82.4.  It  gradually  increases  on  going  north- 
ward (and  southward  probably),  between  77 

K.  and  S.  and  50°  isothermal  lines,  which  is 
the  area  for  the  natural  growth  of  the  grape- 

vine. It  becomes  very  rife  above  50°,  and, 
moreover,  it  is  of  a  coarser,  more  brutal  char- 

acter than  in  either  of  the  two  previously 
named  areas. 

"  Third.  Intemperance  produces  little  or  no 
crime  at  the  equatorial  area,  rarely  in  the 
middle  area ;  whereas,  it  is  the  greatest  pro- 

vocative ofbcrime  above  50°  F. 
"  Fourth-  Race  has  immense  influence  on 

the  prevalence  of  intemperance.  For  exam- 
ple, the  English  race  has  entailed  on  this 

nation  the  incubus  of  two  centuries  of  drunk- 
enness, inherited  from  one  generation  to  an- 
other. England  now  overshadows  Ceylon  in 

the  tropics,  and  Australia  in  the  grape  region, 
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climatic  law,  at  least  for  a  time,  till  reason 
aod  conscience  and  wise  laws  can  restrain  it. 

"  Fifth.  In  Europe  and  in  other  grape  grow- 
ing areas  of  the  earth,  mild  wines  are  used 

freely  from  babyhood  to  old  age,  and  they  do 
not  seem  to  produce  a  nation  of  drunkards. 

"  Sixth.  Similar  remarks  may  be  made  on 
lager  beer  and  its  effects. 

*'  Seventh.  On  the  contrary,  ardent  spirits 
dwarf  intellectually,  morally  and  physically 
the  nation  that  uses  ihem  to  excess. 

"  Eighth.  Hence  we  should  not  classify  all 
liquors  as  equally  prejudicial  to- man.  On  the 
contrary,  admitting  a  human  instinct,  we 
should  allow  the  reasonable  and  free  use  of 
some  stimulants  and  discourage  the  use  of 
others. 

"  Ninth.  We  should  in  this  country  culti- 
vate everywhere  the  grapevine  and  permit 

the  use  of  lager  beer.  We  should  open  our 

ports  to  a  free  trade  in  mild,  '  unfortified ' 
European  wines,  at  least  until  we  can  make 
sufiieient  of  our  own  to  satisfy  the  necessities  • 
of  our  own  people." 

These  interesting  results  prove  among  other 
things  the  uselessness  of  making  drunkenness 
a  mere  question  of  legislation. 
There  are,  indeed,  certain  instincts  which 

belong  to  man  and  which  he  is  certain  to  in- 
dulge. The  folly  of  attempting  to  prevent 

this  indulgence  by  prohibition  is  apparent  to 
every  one  except  those  who  advocate  such 
action.  The  recourse  is  to  facilitate  the 

means  of  innocent  indulgence  ;  and  to  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  indulgence  can  be  in- 
nocent. There  are  sects  who  insist  upon  it 

that  all  copulation  is  criminal;  others,  that 
eating  flesh  is  a  damnable  sin ;  and  others 
again,  that  to  drink  wine  is  to  pour  a  libation 
to  the  devil.  With  such,  argument  is  usually 
thrown  away  ;  for  they  intend  to  keep  their 
opinions,  no  matter  what  arguments  are 
brought  forward.  Their  eminent  morality 
does  not  extend  to  making  them  truth-seekers  ; 
nor  is  their  humility  of  that  sort  which  admits 
the  possibility  of  their  being  in  the  wrong. 

But  there  are  many  others,  of  various  opin- 
ions, willing  to  be  guided  by  new  light  on  an 

old  subject ;  and  to  such  we  commend  the 
above  statement  of  Dr.  Bowditch.  We  shall 
never  rightly  set  about  the  limitation  of  th3 
great  evil  of  drunkenness  until  we  have  learned 
iLs  relations  to  race,  climate,  rank  and  lati- 
tude. 

THE  MARCH  OF  AN  EPIDEMIC. 
Cholera  has  twice  approached  the  western 

world  on  precisely  the  same  routes  which 

it  is  now  selecting — the  one  by  the  Caspian 

and  Black  seas,  Southern  Russia  and  the  Bal- 
tic ;  the  other  by  the  Persian  Gulf,  the  Red 

sea,  Alexandria  and  the  Mediterranean. 
With  these  warnings  before  us  and  with  the 

undisputed  fact  to  guide  us  that  a  judicious 
quarantine  and  careful  sanitary  precautions 
can  stop  it,  the  powers  of  Europe  ought 
to  combine  with  this  view.  On  the  southern 

route  the  annual  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  has  been 
a  fruitful  source  of  infection  for  the  whole 

north  coast  of  Africa.  This  year  the  Porte 
has  taken  active  measures  to  prevent  such  a 

catastrophe.  Dr.  Pasqua  was  appointed  Sani- 
tary Inspector  at  Jedda  last  year,  and  has  re- 

cently made  a  report  abundantly  illustrating 
the  wisdom  of  such  precautions.  The  number 
of  pilgrims  was  about  110,000. 

For  many  years,  according  to  Dr,  Kadri 

Effendi,  an  eye-witness  and  joint  sanitary 
inspector,  there  had  not  occurred  such  an 
afflux  of  Bedouins. 

Dr.  Pasqua  is  able  personally  to  declare 
that  no  case  of  cholera  was  found  on  board  the 

ships  carrying  the  pilgrims,  and  that  no  trace 
of  the  disease  was  observed  during  the  fetes, 
which  were  favored  by  magnificent  weather 

and  an  agreeably  cool  temperature.  Dr.  Aeif 
Bey,  Vice  President  of  the  Superior  Council 
of  Health  at  Constantinople,  arrived  at  Mecca 
with  a  mission  to  take  under  his  surveillance 

the  execution  of  local  measures  of  salubrity 

and  hygiene  during  the  sacrificial  feasts  at 
Arafat  and  Mineh.  Some  young  medical 

officers  of  health  in  the  Hedjez  wera  charged 
with  the  sanitary  police,  and  appeared  to  have 
fulfilled  their  mission  with  a  zeal  and  devo- 

tion which  were  crowned  with  complete  suc- 
cess. All  Europe  and  America  are  interested 

in  these  important  efforts  of  the  Porte  to  cir- 
cumscribe the  wanderings  of  the  Asiatic  chol- 

era, and  for  the  successful  exertions  which  it 
has  made  of  late  to  avert  the  dangers  which 

this  pilgrimage  annually  threatens  us. 
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But  such  precautions  are  not  enough.  In  a 

"  cholera  year"  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt 
but  that  the  pestilence  will  arise ,  sua  sponte,  in 
favorable  circumstances,  and  become  epidemic 

in  a  neighborhood,  whether  it  has  not  been 
brought  by  either  individuals  or  families.  Such 
a  case  was  distinctly  proven  in  Russia  last 

year,  and  has  been  very  minutely  detailed  in 
a  German  journal.  A  focus  was  established 
from  which  the  epidemic  extended  in  several 
directions  along  the  lines  of  travel. 

This  emphasizes  the  value  of  strict  sanitary 
rules  and  their  enforcement,  even  when  the 

cis aase  is  not  actually  at  our  doors.  Dirt,  in- 
temperance, fecal  accumulations  and  bad 

food,  invite,  even  produce,  this  fearful  guest. 
But  what  is  the  worst  of  all  is  bad  drinking- 
water.  Our  America  citizens  do  not  appre- 

ciate this.  Philadelphia  has  abominable 

water ;  New  York  is  not  much  better ;  and 

except  Chicago  and  Boston,  few  of  the  great 
cities  but  could  improve  in  this  respect.  We 

lately  read  a  statement  by  a  gentleman  show- 
ing how  valuable  pure  water  is  to  a  city.  He 

is  describing  the  town  of  Killarney  in  Ireland ; 
after  mentioning  its  exceptional  untidiness 

he  proceeds : 

u  The  parts  of  the  town  to  which  this  de- 
scription may  apply  covered  about  twenty- 

five  acres,  and  almost  every  part  of  that  sur- 
face was  teeming  with  effluvia  from  such 

decayed  substances  of  every  sort  as  are  ad- 
mitted to  be  of  the  most  noxious  kind,  without 

any  provision  whatever,  for  carrying  off  the 
putrid  water  which  is  always  to  be  seen  in  so 
wet  a  climate  as  this. 

"  The  population  is  about  six  thousand,  of 
whom  two-thirds  live  in  cabins  furnished  with 
the  inevitable  dung-pit.  These  cabins  contain 
seven  hundred  families  at  the  least.  The 

dung-pit  averages  ten  cubic  yards  in  content, 
so  that  on  twenty-five  acres  we  have  at  least 
seven  thousand  cubic  yards  of  foetid  matter, 
with  four  thousand  people  breathing  the  ex- 

halation of  such  an  accumulation  as  could  not, 
I  think,  be  found  elsewhere,  even  in  Ireland. 

"  But,  nevertheless,  the  town  of  Killarney 
has  always  been  a  remarkably  healthy  place. 
There  is  a  fever-hospital  which  has  not  been 

full  since  the  famine  dysentery  in  1847-48, 
and  which  is  very  frequently  empty.  There 
is  no  dislike  on  the  part  of  the  poor  to  go  into 
this  hospital,  because  it  is  not  the  workhouse, 
so  that  the  few  fever  cases  that  do  occur  are 

quickly  removed  out  of  the  crowded  houses. 
"  It  was  asked :  '  How  can  such  a  state  of 

things  be  ?  or,  how  can  it  be  accounted  for 
that  such  good  public  health  can  exist  amid 
all  this  rottenness  giving  rise  to  the  miasmata 
so  well  known  as  certain  producers  of  fever 
and  cholera?  I  suggested  that  there  were  two 
great  advantages  in  favor  of  health,  namely  : 

an  ample  supply  o'f  the  very  best  water,  and smoky  houses.  The  subsoil  of  the  town  is 
gravel  and  sand  to  a  great  depth,  and  in  this 
there  are  many  strong  springs,  the  purest 
witer  being  met  with  at  six  or  eight  feet  un- 

der the  surface.  The  fuel  used  is  all  turf,  and 
the  blackened  walls  of  the  inside  of  the  houses 
showed  that  the  inhabitants  lived  in  an 
atmosphere  of  peat  smoke.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  such  smoke,  possessing,  as  we 
know,  preserving  or  antiseptic  properties, 
must  act  as  a  deodorizer  and  preventive 

against  infection  or  malaria." 
Perhaps  the  smoke  which  envelopes  some 

of  our  western  manufacturing  towns  may 

exert  some  such  protection.  It  would  at  least 
be  consolatory  to  the  inhabitants  to  entertain 
the  idea,  as  it  would  help  to  reconcile  them  to 

a  most  disagreeable  circumstance. 

Notes  and  Comments, 

How  to  Judge  of  Contagion. 
In  a  late  lecture  on  State  Medicine,  Dr. 

Will -AM  Stokes  spoke  of  contagion  as  "a 
characteristic  of  which  the  best  evidence  is 
found  by  the  application  of  the  doctrine  of 
chances.  In  the  progress  of  an  epidemic  in 
Ireland  (and  doubtless,  also,  in  other  coun- 

tries), in  a  family  of  twelve  persons,  the  dis- 
ease has  been  known  to  attack  eleven  out  of 

the  twelve.  In  some  cases,  the  passing  of  the 
fever  through  so  large  a  proportion  as  eleven 
individuals  out  of  twelve,  has  taken  a  very 
considerable  period  of  time,  as  you  may  readi- 

ly understand.  It  has  taken  about  three 
months  to  go  through  them  all.  Now,  my 
father  proposed  these  two  problems  to  the 
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then  Bishop  of  Cloyne,  Dr.  Brinkley,  for 
solution. 

1.  11  An  epidemic  prevails  so  severely  that 
one  person  out  of  seven  sickens.  A  family 
of  twelve  is  selected  in  a  particular  district 
before  the  epidemic  has  visited  it.  What  is 
ihe  chance  that  eleven  out  of  that  family 
shall  take  the  disease,  supposing  the  sickness 
of  one  of  the  family  does  not  promote  the 
sickening  of  another — that  is,  supposing  the 
disease  not  to  be  contagious,  and  supposing 
the  family  to  be  not  unusually  liable  to  the 
disease?" 
The  answer  furnisb  ed  by  Dr.  Brinkle  i 

was,  that  the  probability  against  such  an 
event  is  189,600,000  to  1.  This  is  a  very  singular 
anl  extraordinary  result. 

2.  "  The  same  general  conditions  being  as- 
sumed, and  also  that  the  number  of  inhabit- 

ants of  a  district  is  7,000,  what  is  the  chance 
that,  in  a  family  of  twelve  within  the  district, 
eleven  will  sicken." 

Answer  :  "  The  chance  then  is  300,000  to  1 
that  no  family  of  twelve  persons,  in  a  popu- 

lation of  7,000,  will  have  eleven  persons  sick." 
These  numbers  furnish  proofs  so  convincing 

of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  contagion,  that 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  go  further.  The 
facte  on  which  they  are  based  are  ascertained 
facts  ;  they  have  been  common  facts  in  epide- 

mic fever;  but,  recollecting  that  they  were 
common  facts,  the  chances  against  their  hap- 

pening, if  the  disease  were  not  contagious, 
would  be  189,600,000  to  1  in  the  one  case,  an?; 
300,000  to  1  in  the  other." 

Disease  and  the  Weather. 
A  writer  in  the  British  Medical  Journal 

remarks : 

"  Meteorologists  all  know  that  the  warm 
and  moist  equatorial  current  is  generally  ac- 

companied in  winter  by  a  decrease  of  baro- 
metric pressure.  How  cleverly  did  the  great 

Jenner  embody  in  a  few  lines  of  verse,  u  On 
the  Signs  of  Eain,"  the  effects  of  these  atmos- 

pheric changes : 
"  Hark!  how  the  chairs  and  tables  crack, 

Old  Betty's  joints  are  on  the  rack." 
The  aching  of  corns  is  as  readily  accounted  for 
as  the  cracking  of  chairs  and  tables  ;  for  both 
are  evidently  the  result  of  the  increase  of  the 
amount  of  moisture  in  the  air.  The  great 
alterations  in  size  which  epithelial  and  ligne- 

ous structures  undergo  by  the  addition  or  sub- 

traction of  moisture  are  well  known;  what 

are  the  changes  in  the  body  when  it  is  ex- 
posed to  low  barometric  pressure  ?  Richard- 

son, Hewson,  and  others  tell  us  that  there  is 
a  tendency  to  exudation  of  fluid  from  wounded 
surfaces,  a  feebleness  in  the  healing  of 
wounds,  a  susceptibility  to  disturbance  in  the 
body  generally,  and  a  proneness  to  the  pro- 

duction of  secondary  fever  by  the  absorption 
of  discharges  which  have  undergone  some  de- 

composition. The  outcome  of  these  facts  has 
been  the  establishment  of  the  law,  that  no 

important  surgical  operation  should  be  per- 
formed when  the  barometer  is  low,  or  when  it 

is  steadily  falling.  The  principal  effect,  how- 
ever, of  diminished  pressure  of  the  atmosphere 

is  distension  of  the  capillaries.  We  all  recog- 
nize as  one  of  the  exciting  causes  of  apopletic 

seizures  a  rapid  diminution  of  atmospheric 

pressure,  producing  a  sudden  capillary  en- 
gorgement. An  exacerbation  of  the  symp- 

toms in  cases  of  joint-disease  may  be  due, 
perhaps,  to  the  same  meteorological  change 
acting  in  a  manner  which  may  be  thus  ex- 

plained. In  the  solid  inelastic  articular  ex- 
pansions of  the  bones,  which  are  surrounded 

by  firm  inextensile  textures  forming  the  joints, 
the  minute  nerves,  shown  by  Kolliker  and 
others  to  permeate  the  cancellous  and  com- 

pact structures  in  company  with  vessels,  are 
pressed  by  these  vessels  when  enlarged 
against  the  unyielding  walls  of  the  channels 
through  which  they  pass.  Although  the 
nerves  of  bones  do  not  generally  afford  healthy 
individuals  any  conscious  sensations;  yet,  in 
diseases  of  the  joints,  the  bones,  when 
congested,  or  the  seat  of  inflammation, 
become  painful.  Tissues,  not  supplied  with 
rigid  canals  like  bone,  yield  to  pressure 
during  any  temporary  increase  in  the  size 
of  the  minute  vessels.  In  such  tissues, 
vascular  distension  from  a,  diminution  of  the 
pressure  of  the  air  is  unaccompanied  by  pain, 
because  the  nerves  accompanying  the  vessels 
are  uninterfered  with.  Low  barometric  pres- 

sure and  an  excess  of  humidity  of  the  air  offer 
conditions  most  unfavorable  for  the  removal 
of  heat  by  evaporation  and  radiation  from  a 
congested  or  an  inflamed  joint.  Teeth, 
which  have  a  nutrient  system  very  similar  to 
that  possessed  by  bone,  become  painful  when 
the  pressure  of  the  air  is  suddenly  lessened 
for  the  same  reason.  The  nerves  of  the  tooth 
being  in  a  morbid  condition  from  caries,  are 
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temporarily  irritated  by  the  capillary  enlarge- 
ment." 

On  Diphtheria. 
Dr.  Edwiv  M.  Snow,  City  Registrar,  of 

Providence,  R.  I.,  says,  in  his  last  monthly 
report : 
The  number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria, 

though  not  large,  was  larger  than  the  average 
from  this  disease.  There  seems  to  be  of  late 
a  tendency  to  diphtheria  in  this  State,  and 
more  especially  in  the  country  portions  of  the 
State.  Diphtheria  is  undoubtedly  contagious 
by  the  contact  of  the  diseased  sections  with 
the  mucous  membrane  of  well  persons.  Thus, 
cases  have  been  Known  in  which  the  sick  per- 

son, in  coughing,  has  thrown  slight  portions 
of  the  secretions  from  the  throat  into  the 
mouth  of  another  person,  and  apparently  pro 
duced  the  disease. 

But  in  most  cases  diphtheria  is  not, probably, 
contagious,  but  spreads  through  a  community 
from  endemic,  or  epidemic,  causes.  Very 
little  is  known  in  regaid  to  the  precise  nature 
of  these  causes;  but  there  seems  to  be  no 
doubt  of  their  existence,  and  no  other  reason- 

able way  of  accounting  for  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

Influence  of  Sex  on  Heart  Disease. 

From  the  researches  of  Dr.  Quain  it  ap- 
pears that  enlargment  of  the  heart,  one  of  the 

most  distressing  and  fatal  diseases,  is  more 
than  twice  as  frequent  in  males  as  in  females, 
the  precise  proportion  being  8  to  3.  This  re- 

markable liability  of  enlargements  of  men's 
hearts,  as  compared  with  those  of  women,  is, 
he  thinks,  unquestionably  due  to  the  greater 
amount  of  work  and  anxiety  which,  under  the 
present  dispensation,  falls  upon  men.  Ladies 
may  take  this  fact  to  heart,  and  reflect 
whether,  in  claiming  the  rights  of  women, 
they  may  not  at  the  same  time  incur  the  risks 
of  men,  and  with  them  a  new  and  unexpected 

:  form  of  disability.  They  might  do  wisely  to 
rest  content  for  their  sex,  with  hearts  suffer- 

ing, it  may  be,  from  those  tender  affections 
which  often  pain,  but  never  kill. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

The  Question  of  Secret  Medicines. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

In  a  recent  number  of  your  journal  there  is 
an  editorial  note  reflecting  on  the  professional 
honor  of  Dr.  A.  S.  Todd,  an  old  and  esteemed 

physician  of  this  city,  and  reflecting  also  on 
tfce  medical  society  with  which  he  stands  con- 

nected here,  viz.,  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  City  of  Wheeling  and  County  of  Ohio. 
Tkat  society  has  instructed  me  to  report  to 
you  the  following  recent  action  with  the  al- 

leged irregular  practice  of  Dr.  Todd,  with 
the  request  that  you  give  it  publication  in  an 
early  number  of  the  Reporter  : 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  a  Special  Meeting 
of  the  Medical  Soceity  of  the  City  of  Wheel- 

ing and  County  of  Ohio,  held  February 
23, 1872. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  society,  at 
which  an  unusually  large  number  of  the  mem- 

bers were  present,  the  Presi  ent,  Dr.  W.  J. 
Bates,  stated  that  a  report  was  in  circulation 
to  the  effect  that  an  effort  would  be  made,  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  State  Society,  to  have 
Dr.  A.  S.  Todd  removed  from  membership 
therein,  on  the  ground  thai,  he  is  the  manu- 

facturer or  owner  of  a  secret  proprietory 
medicine.  Dr.  Todd,  declaring  himself  to  be 
anxious  for  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
subject,  had  requested  the  calling  of  thil 
meeting.  He  is  now  present  and  desires,  if  it 
be  the  pleasure  of  the  society,  to  be  heard. 
Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Dr.  R.  H.  Cum- 

mins, Dr.  Todd  was  invited  to  make  a  state- 
ment of  the  case.  Dr.  Todd  said  in  substance  : 

That  he  began  the  manufacture  of  the  pill, 
now  known  as  "  Todd's  Anti-bilious  Pill/' 
more  than  half  a  century  ago.  At  that  time 
all  physicians  kept  medicines  and  compounded 
their  own  prescriptions.  He  found  these 
pills  valuable  for  common  use,  and  at  length 
they  became  known  and  more  called  for  out 
of  the  limits  of  his  own  practice.  He  therefore 
prepared  them  in  quantity,  and  put  them  in 
boxes  with  printed  directions  as  to  their  use. 
In  the  process  of  time  the  knowledge  of  them 
extended,  and  the  demand  of  them  became 
great.  But  the  pill  was  never  advertised  by 
him,  nor  was  its  composition  kept  secret,  but 
was  always  known  to  the  medical  men  with 
whom  he  associated. 

At  the  time  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
this  pill,  no  established  code  of  ethics  for  the 
government  of  medical  men  existed  in  the 
United  States,  and  he  had  never  felt  conscious 
that  his  conduct  reflected  discredit  on  the 
medical  professioo,  nor  had  it  ever  been  so 
intimated  to  him.  He  had  assisted  in  the  or- 

ganization of  every  medical  society  in  the 
county,  and  also  of  the  State  Societ}^ ;  and 
no  one  had  ever  disputed  his  right  to  profes- 
sioral  recognition. 

Besides,  he  had  u^t  manufrctured  the  pill 
for  three  years,  and  for  two  vears  had  been  in 
no  way  connected  eituer  with  its  manufacture 
or  pale. 

If  the  society  felt  that  its  honor,  or  the 
honor  of  the  profession  at  large,  was  compro- 

mised by  continuing  him  a  member,  he  would 
willingly  withdraw,  if  allowed  to  do  so.  And 
although,  in  consequence  of  advancing  age 
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and  infirmity,  he  had  for  a  number  of  years 
ceased  to  engage  in  the  active  duties  of  the 
profession,  yet  he  dearly  loved  to  meet  with 
physicians  both  here  and  in  the  State  So- 

ciety ;  but  he  would  not  allow  his  presence 
here  to  jeopardize  the  recognition,  by  the 
American  Medical  Association,  of  either 
this  or  the  State  Society,  or  iu  any  way  inter- 

fere with  their  prosperity  or  usefulness. 
On  conclusion  of  Dr.  Todd's  address,  re- 

marks were  made  by  a  number  of  the  mem- 
bers, all  agreeing  that  no  action  was  called 

for  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case  ;  and  the 
following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  R.  H. 
Cummins,  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Todd's  explanation  that 
he  has  not  manufactured  any  proprietory 
medicine  for  three  x  ears,  and  that  he  has  had 
no  interest  in  any  such  medicine  for  two  years  ; 
also  that  he  never  at  any  time  advertised  any 
medicine,  nor  kept  secret  from  the  profession 
the  composition  of  the  pill  now  known 
and  advertised  as  "Dr.  Todd's  Anti-bilious 
Pill,"  be  accepted  as  his  justification,  and  that 
he  retain  his  membership  in  this  aocietv. 

S.  L.  Jepson,  M.  D  , 
Secy.  Med.  Soc.  City  of  Wheeling  and  Co. 

of  Ohio. 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  April  5, 1872. 

[We  are  "  free  to  say"  that  we  do  not  con- 
sider the  above  explanation  altogether  satis- 

factory. Dr.  Todd,  if  he  had  dene  nothing 
more,  should  ha\e  expressed  his  intention  to 
withdraw  his  name  from  the  advertising  col- 

umns of  the  newspapers,  and  stated  the 
formula  of  his  pills.  That  the  society  requir- 

ed nothing  of  this  kind  from  him  does  not 
speak  well  for  its  earnestness  in  the  matter. 
—Eds.  Reporter.] 

Extra  Uterine  Pregnancy. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

I  have  been  requested  by  some  members  of 
the  profession  in  this  vicinity  to  report  for 
publication  a  case  which  came  under  my  care 
a  year  ago.  Mrs.  S.  Lloyd,  set.  about  35,  was 
afflicted  about  the  1st  of  March,  1871,  with 
severe  pain  referred  to  the  umbilicus,  and  the 
locality  of  the  4th  and  5th  lumbar  vertebras. 
When  called  to  her  bedside,  I  found  her 

suffering  excruciating  pain,  and  administered 
an  anodyne.  I  gleaned  the  followiog  from 
the  friends  present :  That  she  was  supposed 
to  be  in  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy  that 
pain  had  almost  been  constant  during  the  last 
month  and  was  aggravated  much  by  exercise, 
especially  by  movements  upon  the  feet  or  in 
the  upright  position.  Stethoscopie  examina- 

tion revealed  the  fact  that  she  was  possessed 
of  a  living  fetus  situated  almost  entirely  in 
Ihe  right  lumbar  region.  Palpation  could  not 
be  employed  with  much  advantage,  in  conse- 

quence of  the  tenderness  of  the  parts,  but  the 
supposition  at  this  time  was  that  some  uterine 
tumor  or  contained  substance  had  distended 
its  walls  in  this  direction  and  produced  the 

unnatural  position  of  the  fetus.  A  month 
passed,  during  which  the  patient  was  kept 
comparatively  comfortable  with  anodynes, 
when  the  fetus  was  found  to  be  dead  by  the 
absence  of  the  heart's  action.  After  another 
month  the  effect  of  ulceration  could  be -ob- 

served beneath  the  integument  and  fascia  and 
by  moving  the  cyst  containing  the  foreign 
substance,  it  was  found  to  be  adherent  to  the 
abdominal  narietes. 

On  the  27th  of  May  a  probe  was  forced 
through  in  the  linea  alba  at  the  umbilicus  and 
a  portion  of  the  amniotic  fluid  and  hair  from 
the  fetus  obtained. 

This  completed  the  diagnosis,  after  which 
an  incision  four  inches  long  in  the  linea  alba 
from  the  umbilicus  down  was  made,  and  the 
fetus  removed.  The  placenta  was  detached 
from  the  external  fundus  of  the  uterus,  care- 

fully removed,  and  the  incision  closed  by 
sutures. 

The  wound  was  dressed  and  cleansed  with 
a  ten-grain  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  until 
healed,  which  was  completed  in  six  weeks. 
The  foetus  was  a  perfectly  formed  female 
child  of  five  pounds  weight. 

The  patient  is  now  in  entire  health  and  re- 
sides at  this  place.  Dr.  W.  L.  McAllister 

was  present  and  assisted  in  the  operation. 
H.  R.  Page,  M.  D. 

New  Sharon,  Nahasha  Co.,  Iowa,  April  6, 
1872. 

Chloral  Hydrate. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

The  following  case  may  be  of  interest  from 
the  large  amount  of  the  drug  used  without  in- 

termission or  visible  injurious  effect  on  the 

system : On  June  27th,  1871, 1  was  called  to  see  Mr. 
T  ,  set.  62 ;  lymphatic  temperament ; 
soft,  flabby  muscles,  complxtion  pale  and 
anemic.  He  was  irritable  and  nervous,  his 
chief  complaint  being  want  of  sleep,  with 
violent  headache  and  a  buzzing  sound  in  his 
ears. 
Previous  to  my  visit  he  had  used  opium 

and  morphia  largely,  with  nearly  the  whole 

list  of  narcotics,  but"  failing  to  produce  sleep they  had  greatly  increased  bis  headache  and 
nervous  symptoms  until  he  fancied  himself  on 
the  point  of  insanity,  and  that  he  must  either 
sleep  or  die. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  ordered  the 

following  treatment :  Quinine  and  iron,  with 
beef  tea,  milk-punch  and  nourishing  diet  dur- 

ing the  day,  and  at  night  the  following  pre- 
scription : 

R.    Chloral  hydrate,  gnj. 
Syrup  tola, 
Aq,  cinnamcm    aa.  M. 

S'g. — A  tableppoonful  in  a  wineglassful  of water  every  hour  till  he  sleeps. 
This  had  the  desired  effect, but  he  used  the 

whole  of  the  above  prescription  during  the 
night.   He  soon  left  off  the  tonic  treatment, 
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but  kept  on  with  the  chloral,  his  regular 
quantity  being  three  drachms  every  night, 
which  he  has  used  ever  since.  Up  to  the  pres- 

ent time  he  has  taken  seven  pounds  of  chloral 
hydrate. 

It  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  very  inju- 
rious effects  on  the  system.  An  eruption  of  a 

papular  character  appeared  oq  the  skin  two 
or  three  weeks  after  he  commenced  taking 
the  cbloral,  first  showing  itself  on  the  extremi- 

J  ties  and  gradually  extending  over  the  whole 
body  ;  this  was  troublesome  principally  on 
account  of  the  great  itching  it  produced,  and 
remains  a  source  of  annoyance. 
He  still  continues  to  take  the  chloral  and 

fancies  he  cannot  live  or  sleep  without  it. 
Wm.  C.  Todd,  M.  D. 

Roxborough,  Pa.,  April  23,  1872. 

Fatal  Injury  of  Stomach  and  Lungs  by  a  Fall. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  "Reporter  : 
Mary  E.  D.,  set.  14  years  ;  tall  and  well 

built,  weighing  112  pounds  ;  coming  out  of  a 
school-house  at  night  after  religious  services, 
stumbled  and  fell  over  a  piece  of  wood  that 
had  evidently  been  put  there  purposely  by 
some  one. 

She  struck  her  stomach  and  lower  part  of 
the  lungs,  bursting  the  band  of  her  dress  and 
ripping  it  open  for  several  inches.  It  hurt 
her  severely  at  the  time,  and  she  was  barely 
able  to  get  home.  For  several  days  after  she 
was  able  to  walk  about  a  little,  but  complain- 

ed of  pain  in  the  stomach  and  lungs.  This  was 
followed  with  fever  of  a  typhoid  remittant 
form,  accompanied  with  constant  pain,  and 
some  dyspnoea;  appetite  poor;  cough  and 
eight  swf  ats.  She  was  treated  by  Dr.  W.  A. 
Kandie  and  myself.  Dr.  Reeder  also  saw 
her  and  prescribed  for  her. 

This  was  two  wee5  s  sfter  she  had  fell ;  in  a 
week  from  the  date  of  Dr.  Resder's  first  visit 
my  youngest  child  (a  little  girl)  died  ;  this  very 
deeply  affected  her  sister  Mary.  The  treat- 

ment, although  judi.ious,  seemed  to  be  of  no 
benefit,  her  condition  becoming  worse. 
My  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  D.  C.  Pusey.  of 

Brandenburg,  Ky.,  was  called  to  see  her  ;  he 
diagnosed  pleuritic  effusion,  and  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  she  could  not  recover.  Her 
breathing  was  quite  difficult,  and  growing 
worse  every  day.  Five  days  from  the  doctor's 
visit  she  complained  very  suddenly  of  a  sharp 
and  severe  pain  in  her  stomach  and  upper 
part  of  her  bowels.  I  gave  her  morphia,  which 
afforded  her  some  relief  for  a  short  time.  A 
few  hours  after  she  told  me  that  it  seemed  as 
if  something  was  breaking  loose  from  about 
her  stomach  and  lungs,  and  going  down  into 
her  bowels.  The  pain  now  almost  ceased  ; 
vomiting,  and  cold,  clammy  sweat  supervened, 
and  continued  until  she  died,  December  8, 
1871.  I  firmly  believe  that  her  death  was 
caused  by  the  blow  she  received  in  falling, 
aod  shall  ever  consider  the  person  that  put 

the  obstruction  in  the  doorway  guilty  of  tak- 

ing my  daughter's  life. J.  T.  Davis,  M.  D. 
West  Point,  Hardin  co.,  Ky.,  April  6, 1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

American  Medical  Association. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Session  will  be 
held  in  Horticultural  Hall,  Broad  street  above 
Spruce,  on  Tuesday,  May  7,  1872,  at  11  A.  M. 

HOTEL  ARRANGEMENTS. 
Continental,  Chestnut  and  9th,  $4  a  day. 
Girard,  Chestnut  and  9th,  $3  a  day. 
La  Pierre,  Broad  below  Chestnut,  $3  a day. 

Calonnade,  Chestnut  and  15th,  S3  a  day. 
St.  Cloud,  Arch  below  8th,  $3  a  day. 
St.  Elmo,  Arch  above  3d,  $2.50  a  day. 
American,  Chestnut  below  6th,  $2.50  a  day. 
Merchants,  4th  above  Market,  $2  50  a  day. 
St.  Lawrence,  Chestnut  below  12th,  $2  a day. 

Alleghany,  Market  below  9th,  $1.75  a  dav. 
St  Charles,  3d  below  Arch,  lodging  only,  50 

cents  a  day. 
Miller's,  7th  and  Chestnut,  lodging  only, 

$1  50  a  day. 
Meals  at  restaurant  of  Horticultural  Hall 

and  Petry's,  3S".  W.  corner  Broad  and  Walnut, each  50  cents. 
BOARDING  HOUSES. 

318  South  Broad,  $2  a  day  ;  or  $10  a  week. 
N.  E.  corner  Broad  and  Spruce,  $1.50  a  day ; 

or  $10  a  week 
329  South  Broad,  $2  a  day  ;  or  $10  a  week. 
1327  Spruce  street,  $2  a  day  ;  or  $12  a  week. 
225  South  Broad,  $2.50  a  day ;  or  $12  a 

week. RAILROADS. 

Union  Pacific,  return  free,  if  first-class  tick- 
ets are  bought,  and  an  acknowledgment  taken 

from  the  agent. 
Cumberland  Valley,  excursion  tickets. 
Orange,  Alexandria  and  Manassas,  half  fare 

for  return. 
Pittsburg,  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis,  excur- 

sion tickets. 
Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wayne  and  Chicago,  excur- 

sion tickets. 
Cleveland  and  Pittsburg,  excursion  tickets. 
Central  Railroad  of  Georgia,  return  free. 
Richmond  and  Petersburg,  return  free. 
Wilmington  and  Weldon,  excursion  tickets 

one  fare. 
Wilmington,  Columbia  and  Augusta,  excur- 

sion tickets  one  fare. 
Kansas  Pacific,  one  and  one-fifth  fare  for 

excursion. 
Atlanta  and  New  Orleans  Short  Lin^  (A., 

and  W.  Pt.  Western,  Mobile  and  M.  X.  O., 
M.  and  Texas  Railroads),  return  free. 

Western  and  Atlantic,  excursion  tickets  one 
fare. 
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Western  Alabama,  excursion  tickets  one 
fare. 

Evansville  and  Crawfordsville,  excursion 
tickets. 
Lehigh  Valley,  excursion  tickets  one  fare. 
Louisville  a^d  Nashville,  excursion  tickets. 
Memphis  and  Louisville,  excursion  tickets. 
North  Pennsylvania,  excursion  tickets  two- 

thirds  fare. 
Pennsylvania  Central,  excursion  tickets. 
Philadelphia  and  Erie,  excursion  tickets. 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore, 

excursion  tickets. 
Philadelphia  and  Heading,  excursion  tickets 

at  two-thirds. 
Baltimore  and  Ohio,  excursion  tickets. 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern,  excur- 

sion tickets  if  forty  are  taken. 
All  those  who  desire  to  avail  themselves 

of  the  above  rates  must  send  to  the  Secretary 
their  full  names,  and  the  names  of  all  the  rail- 

roads over  which  they  must  travel  in  coming 
to  the  session,  with  stamp  for  postage. 

SPECIAL. 

Camden  and  Amboy,  excursion  tickets  at 
$4  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia  and  return , 
it  fifty  tickets  are  taken.  For  this  ticket  send 
mc  uey  to  Dr.  A.  E.  M.  Purdy,  123  East  Thir- 

tieth street,  New  York. 
From  Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  Philadelphia 

and  return  (by  Tennessee),  $39.80.  Apply 
through  Dr  R.  F.  Michel,  Montgomery,  Ala. 
From  Washington  and  Philadelphia  and 

return,  $6,  if  50  tickets  are  taken. 
Central  Pacific,  half  local  rates. 
This  comprises  all  the  roads  that  have  thus 

far  agreed  to  commute. 
W.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D., 

1400  Pine  Street, 
Philadelphia. 

April  8, 1872. 

Medical  Society  of  JNTew  Jersey. 
The  n^xt  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical 

Society  of  New  Jersey  will  meet  in  the  Court 
House  at  Patterson,  on  Tuesday,  May  28th, 
at  7:30  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Wm.  Pierson,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 

OBITUARY, 

WILLIAM  W.  GERHARD,  M.  D., 
Who  died  in  this  city  April  20th,  1872.  in  his  sixty-fourth 
year,  was  horn  in  Philadelphia,  1809.  F«>r  fifty-two  years 
he  was  one  of  its  most  distinguished  practitioners  and 
clinical  teachers  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Afcer 
graduation,  he  entered  the  Pennsylvania  Hosnital  as  resi- 

dent physician'  where  he  spent  three  years  in  practical study.  He  visited  Europe,  spending  several  years  in  Pari? 
under  the  private  instruction  of  the  celebrated  ausculta- 
tor,  Dr.  Lewis,  who  subsequently  seated  that  Dr.  Ger- 

hard was  one  of  his  most  accomplished  pupils  in  physical 
diagnosis.  After  his  return  he  wa?  appointed  lecturer  in 
the  Medical  Institute,  one  of  the  visiting  physicians  to  the 
Blockley  Hospital,  and  assistant  cliriical  lecturer  to  the 
late  Prof.  Jackson,  and  subsequently  one  of  the  physi- 

cians to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  where  he  lectured  to  a 
large  class  of  students,  and  for  twenty-five  successive  years was  the  senior  physician  to  that  venerable  institution.  He 

was  a  most  able  diagnostician,  and  was  most  remarkable 
for  accuracy,  rarely  ever  making  a  mistake,  however  ob- 

scure the  disease.  He  soon  became  known  all  ove-  the 
United  -fates,  and  patients  flocked  to  him  from  every  part 
of  the  Union,  paying  hirn  large  fees  for  his  advice.  He 
was  the  author  of  numerous  valuable  papers  in  the  Amer- 

ican Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  and  Medical  Examiner,  of 
which  latter  journal  he  was  editor,  but  his  principal  work 
v.  as  the  Diagnosis,  Pathology  am:  Treatment  of  Diseases  of the  Chest. 

In  1835  he  published  it  as  a  short  treatise  on  the  Diagno- 
sis of  Tlioracic  Diseases,  embodying  what  was  most  impor- 

tant in  reference  to  tbe  physical  and  general  signs.  At 
the  request  of  many  of  his  pupils  he  added  gf-neral  symp- 

toms and  treatment  with  addilionaljlectures, 'published  in March,  1846.  It  was  again  issued,  being  a  fourth  edition, 
in  I860,  revised  and  enlarged  (published  by  J.  B.  Lippia- 
cott  &  Co  ,  of  this  city).  He  also  edited  Grave's  System  of Clinical  Medicines,  with  notes  and  additions.  In  1841  he 
conducted  the  medical  clinic  of  the  university  in  the  Med- 

ical Institute,  which,  in  1843,  was  trant-ferred  to  tbe  uni- 
versity building ;  he  continued  to  ho'<d  his  appointment 

until  1859.  During  th's  period,  Dr.  Gerhard's  fame  »s  a lecturer  and  teacher  caused  him  to  be  invited  to  occupy 
the  chair  of  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Jefferson  Medical 
Co  lege,  on  the  re-organization  of  the  faculty  by  Prof. 
Dunglinson  and  others,  which  he  unfortunately  declined 
by  the  advice  of  his  friends  of  the  university. 

Besides  the  appointments  which  we  have  enumerated, 
Dr.  Gerhard  was  consulting  physician  to  the  Philadel- 

phia Dispensary,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians ,  and 
member  of  tbe  American  Philosophical  Society  ;  also  hon- 

orary member  of  the  principal  medical  societies  of  this country  and  of  Europe. 
He  was  a  warm  and  constant  friend,  an  agreeable  com- panion, a  highly  educated  gentleman,  a  man  of  varied 

culture,  and  an  honor  to  a  noble  profession.  Having  vis- 
ited almost  every  portion  of  Europe,  as  well  as  his  own 

country.his  knowledge  of  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  the 
inhabitants  of  every  locality  was  most  remarkable,  and  fre- 

quently his  patients  would  be  surprised  and  delighted  by 
his  informing  th  ni  what  particular  section  of  the  country 
they  came  from  on  their  simply  stating  their  case  to  him. 

He  leaves  a  wife  and  three  children  to  mourn  the  los-i  of 
a  dear  husband  and  loving  father.  May  he  rest  in  peace, 
and  may  his  example  be  followed  by  the  younger  mem- bers of  the  medical  profession. 

MARRIED. 
Cypert— Nostkand — In  New  York,  April  18,  by  Rev, 

N.  Conklin,  Dr.  John  R.  CypertandEUaNostrand,  of  New 
York. Riggs— Bates.— At  Malone,  New  York,  April  17,  by 
Rev.  r*.  H.  A.  Bulkley,  Rev.  Herman  C  Riggs,  of  Ruther- ford Park,  N-  J.,  and  Miss  Agnes  E.  Bates,  daughter  of  S. P.  Bates,  M.  D..  of  Malone,  N.  Y. 
Snivel y— Strickland — At  the  Church  of  Holy  Com- 

munion, Brook  yn,  April  16,  by  Rev.  Wm  A.  Snively, 
Rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Albany,  Joseph  C.  Snively, ML  D.,  and  Mrs.  I.  Josephine  Strickland,  both  of  Brook- 

lyn. DIED. 

Crowder. — At  Norristown,  Tennessee,  on  MaTch  19, 
1872,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Crowder,  wife  of  Dr.  R.  P.  Crowder,  aged 
thirty-two  years. 
Doll ey.— Dr.  Lester  C.  Dolley,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  died 

April  61  h,  of  spotted  fever. 
Helm.— At  Muncie,  Ina.,  April  8,  Dr.  John  C.  Helm,  in 

his  60th  year. 
Hubbard — In  Lansirgburgh.  April  8,  1872,  Lucy  A., 

only  daughter  of  Sally  M.  and  George  H.  Hubbard,  in  the 

24th  year  of  her  age-  " James.— At  Kokomo,  Indiana,  April  6th,  Dr.  J.  A. 
James,  aged  52  years. 
Moore.— In  Wells  Valley,  Fulton  county.  Pa.,  on  the 

27th  of  March,  Dr,  James  Moore,  in  the  eighty-third  year ofh'sage 
Pawling.— At  Danville,  Kj.,  April  4th,  Dr.  William 

Pawling,  aged  72  years. 
Preston.— In  this  city,  on  the  evening  of  the  "8th  inst, Ann  Preston,  M.  D.,  aged  58  years. 
Riley. — Dr.  James  Riley,  a  pr  minent  resident  of  Suc- casunna,  New  Jersey,  died  two  weeks  ago  of  pneumonia. 
Steele— At  Oberlin,  O.,  April  6th,  Dr.  Alexander Steele,  >  ged  about  70  years. 
Varney  —  At  Savannah,  Ga.,  on  April  12,  1872,  Royal 

W.  Varney,  M.  D.,  of  New  York  city. 
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VALENTINE'S  PREPARATION 

OF 
Meat  Juice3 

THE  GERM  OF  LIFE,  OR  NUTRITIVE  PRINCIPLE; 
The  result  of  an  original  process  of  preparing  meat  and 

extracting  its  juices,  by  wbich  the  elements  of  nutrition— 
the  Germs  op  Life— are  obtained  in  a  state  ready  for  im- mediate absorption. 

It  is  offered  to  the  Medical  profession  on  its  own  merits. 
For  sale  by  all  the  principal  Druggists  in  the  United 
States.  IRA  W.  BLUNT,  Agent, 
776-788.  Richmond,  Va. 

ESTABLISHED  1830. 
have  in  our  possession  numerous 

superiority  of  our  Oil,  from  the  most 
slcians  of  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere, 
the  names  of  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson  an 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania;  Drs. 
Harluw,  Ludlow,  Knight  and  others, 
ly  on  the  certain  Purity  of  our  Brand,  i and  Sweetness. 
Wherever  tested,  either  bv  the  medic 

invalids,  superiority  is  acknowledged, 
a  specialty  for  many  years,  and  can 
mend  it  to  the  drug  trade. 

Testimonials  to  the 
distinguished  Phy- Among  these  are 
d  J oseph  Leidy,  of 
Mutter,  Darrach, 
Physicians  may  re- is  also  its  Freshness 
:al  profession  or  by 
We  have  made  it 

confidently  recom- 

PENNSYLVANIA  CENTRAL  RAIL- ROAD. WEST  PHILADELPHIA. 
Trains  leave  Depot,  THIRTY-SECOND  and  MARKET Streets. 
Trains  arrive  at  Depot,  THIRTY-FIRST  and  MARKET 

Streets. MAIN  LINE  WESTWARD. 
Paoli  Accommodation,  daily,  except  Sunday, 

6:25  A.  M.,  8:30  A.  m.  and  11:10  A.  M. ;  1:10  p.  M., 
6:10  P.  M.  and   10:30  P.  M. 
L^ck  Haven  and  Elniira  Express,  daily,  except 
Sunday   8:00  A.  m. 

Niagara  Express,  daily,  except  Sunday   7:30  A.  m. 
Mail,  daily,  except  Sunday   *:00  A.  St.- Fa*t  I  iue&  Erie  Express,  daily,  except  Sunday,  12:40  p.  m. 
Harrisburg  Accomo'tion,    "         "  2:30  p.m. 
Lancaster  and  York  Ace,  "  "         4:10  p.  M., 
Paiktsburg  Train,  "  "         5:30  p.m. Cincinnati  Express,  daily..   6:30  P.  M. 
Buffalo  and  Niagara  Expres3,  daily   6:30  p.  m. 
Erie  Mail,  daily   6:30  p.  M. 
southern  Express,  daily   9:00  p.  M. 
Through  Passenger,  daily,  except  on  Sunday....  10:50  p.  M. 
Pacific  Express,  daily   11:40  p.  m. 
Paoli  Sunday  Trains   8:40  a.  m.  and   6  40  p.  m. 

(  incinnati  Express  only  to  Harrisburg  on  Saturdays. 
Erie  Mail,  Saturday  night,  runs  only  to  Williamsport. 
For  through  passenger  train  tickets  must  be  procured 

and  baggage  delivered  at  No.  116  Market  Street,  by  5  p.  m. 

NEW  YORK  DIVISION.' Express  for  New  York,  7:10,  8:30  and  11:00  a.  m.,  and  1:20, 
3:00,  5:30  and  6:45  P.  M.,  and  12  night. 
Emigrant  Train  for  New  York,  11:30  p.  m. 
New  York  Sunday  Trains,  8:30  A.  M.,  6:45  p.  >r ,  12  night. 

KENSINGTON  DEPOT. 
Holniesburg  andBustleton,  6:45  a.  m.,  12:30,  5:15, and   7:15  P.  M 
Way  Trains  for  Trenton  10:00  a.  m.  and   2:30  p.  m. 
Way  Train  for  Bristol   6:00  p.  m. 

FOR  B  ELY  ID  ERE  DELAWARE  RAILROAD. 
Express  for  Trenton,  Lamb'ville,  Easton,  etc.,   7:00  a.m. 
Express"         "  "  "         "       3:00  p.m. 
Way  Train  for  "  "  "         "      5:00  p.m. 
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Communications. 

MEASLES. 

By  Hiram  Corson,  M.  D. 
Of  Conphohocken,  Pa. 

In  my  article  on  scarlet  fever  I  promised 
to  inform  jour  readers  1  ow,  more  than  forty 
years  ago,  I  breasted  the  opposition  to  the 
use  of  cold  water  as  a  drink  for  sick  people, 
and  especially  those  suffering  from  diseases  of 
skin,  as  scarlet  fever,  measles,  etc.  Persons 

have  said  to  me,"  We  do  not  see  how  you  could 
justify  yourself,  inexperienced  as  you  were, 
wholly  unacquainted  with  practice,  to  go  di- 

rectly contrary  to  the  teachings  of  experience 
in  cases  where  life  was  at  stake.  You  had  no 
warrant  for  what  you  did,  and  if  a  mother  had 
lost  her  child  uuder  your  treatment,  you 
would  properly  have  been  denounced  as  its 
murderer."  All  who  do  not  follow  a  routine 
practice  act  from  motives— and  it  is  well  and 
oftimes  interesting  to  go  back  to  the  motives 
or  incidents  which  led  us  to  pursue  a  course 
not  usual  in  our  business,  or  to  embrace  opin- 

ions in  direct  opposition  to  those  given  to  us 
by  authority,  received  as  truths,  and  acted  out 
in  our  lives,  without  a  suspicion  of  their  beii  g 
falsehoods.  That  it  was  very  dangerous,  al- 

most fatal  to  drink  water  while  having  the 
measles,  was  as  well  known  to  every  school 
child  in  the  neighborhood  where  I  lived,  as 
that  we  were  really  living  children — no  one 
ever  doubted  it.  Every  doctor  had  declared 
it  over  and  over  again,  not  because  any  one 
attempted  to  drink  it  when  sick,  but  merely 
to  show  that  he  had  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
j  ect. 

While  thus  impressed,  and  with  an  almost 

idolatrous  confidence  in  the  skill  of  our  doc- 
tor, an  incident  occurred  which  swept  my 

young  heart  till  "  it  wailed  like  a  broken 
harp  string,"  and  left  me  in  a  state  of  doubt 
and  perplexity  and  distrust  of  what  I  had  re- 

garded as  truth  and  duty.  When  I  was  yet 
only  a  lad,  a  little  niece  whom  I  truly  idol- 

ized was  taken  with  measles,  and  as  she  was 
quite  poorly  the  doctor  was  sent  for.  Warm 
teas  were  ordered,  with  directions  that  she 
should  be  kept  warm,  and  no  cold  water, 
which  she  was  clamoring  for,  allowed.  Soon 
she  became  worse,  and  daily  and  hourly  worse 
— a  hoarse  cough,  oppression,  burning  fever, 
torturing  thirst,  a  large  blister  over  her  chest, 
and  begging,  piteously  begging  for  water.  Day 
and  night  she  suffered  on,  and  day  and  night  a 
loving  b)Other  ministered  to  her  wants  as  best 
she  could,  with  teas,  the  teas  which  experience 

prescribed.  But  there  was  not  a  moment's  re- 
lief. The  thirst  continued,  the  blister  was  a 

great  raw  surface, torturing  the  poor  little  crea- 
ture, and  so,  still  calling  for  a  drink  of  water, 

she  suffered  this  fearful  agony  until  relieved 

by  death. When  all  was  oyer  my  young  brothers  and 
myself  clustered  about,  our  sister,who  to  us  sup- 

plied a  mother's  place,  and  while  we  sorrowed 
for  the  dear  departed  we  had  one  regret  which 
we  could  not  shake  off,  namely,  that  we  had 
not  rebelled  against  custom  and  the  doctor, 
and  given  the  little  creature  as  much  water  as 
she  could  drink.  From  this  grew  the  fixed 
determination  never  again  to  refuse  a  child, 
thus  suffering,  a  drink  of  cold  water.  In  a 
week  from  this  time  a  young  man  living  in 
the  family  felt  feverish  and  thirsty,  and  as  he 
had  not  had  the  measles,  and  supposed  him- 

self to  be  getting  them,  he  concluded,  as  he 
was  just  about  to  walk  several  miles  to  meet- 
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ing,  to  lay  in  a  good  stock  of  water  beforehand 
(knowing  he  dare  not  take  it  after  the  meas- 

les appeared).  So  he  went  to  the  pump  and 
drank  largely,  very  largely  of  cold  water ;  then 

started  on  his  walk.  "When  in  six  hours  he 
returned  he  was  covered  with  the  eruption, 
and  his  case  went  on  without  trouble  to  the 
end,  though  he  did  not  drink  any  more  of  the 
forbidden  beverage.  I  thought  much  about 
this  case  and  could  not  see  why,  if  he  could 
drink  freely  of  water  just  as  the  measles  were 
ready  to  appear,  without  fear,  yea,  with 
real  comfort  and  advantage,  it  should  be  dan- 

gerous to  use  the  same  drink  after  the  erup- 
tion appeared. 

Before  I  had  graduated  in  medicine  I  made 
another  observation,  namely,  that  the  first 
child  in  a  family  who  gets  measles  nearly  al- 

ways has  the  eruption  well  out  before  the 
parents  are  aware  that  it  is  having  the  dis- 

ease, and  such  cases  generally  go  through  the 
disease  very  well.  But  now  that  the  parents 
have  discovered  that  one  of  the  children  has 
the  measles,  there  is  a  bustle  in  the  house; 
the  other  children  are  brought  in,  are  closely 
watched  and  cautioned  against  taking  cold, 
and  on  the  slightest  symptoms  of  sickness  are 
put  into  a  warm  room  and  made  to  drink  free- 

ly of  warm  or  hot  teas.  They  are  not  merely 
cautioned  against  taking  cold  water,  but 
are  compelled  to  take  hot  teas  under  the  be- 

lief that  they  help  to  ''bring  out"  the  measles; 
and  what  an  anxious  time  for  the  parents  and 
what  privation  and  suffering  for  the  children  ! 
There  is  no  physician  of  long  experience  who 
cannot  call  to  mind  numerous  cases  where 
children  have  been  nauseated  by  those  teas 
for  a  whole  week  before  the  eruption  could 
be  made  to  show  itself.  Why  so  long — and 
why  did  they  come  out  so  readily  in  the  first 
case  occurring  in  the  family  ?  The  first  child 
had  the  ordinary  symptoms — a  little  head- 

ache, some  general  malaise,  slight  fever  and 
desire  for  drink— but  while  children  can  go 
about  they  will  "keep  up,"  as  the  mother 
says  ;  so  being  thirsty  and  the  water  agree- 

able to  take,  cooling  to  the  heated  system, 
and  relieving  to  all  the  sypmtoms,  it  is  taken 
freely.  The  child  goes  to  the  bucket,  the 
spring  or  the  Lump,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
drinks  to  repletion  many,  many  times  a  day  ; 
and  thus  the  body  being  kept  cool,  the  child 
feels  sufficiently  comfortable  to  indulge  in  pas- 

times, ulit-n  even  to  continue  at  school,  and 

there  is  no  suspicion  of  measles  until  it  is  an 
nounced  by  the  eruption. 

This  very  day  I  have  been  called  to  two 
girls,  one  of  them  eleven  and  the  other  nine 
years,  covered  with  measles,  and  yet  they  were 
at  school  yesterday.  Many  a  time  have  I 
been  sent  for  to  tell  what  the  eruption  was, 
and  have  found  the  child  but  slightly  com- 

plaining, although  covered  with  the  eruption 
of  measles.  But  why  did  they  not  come  out 
easily  on  the  children  who  took  the  warm 
drinks?  Why  were  their  cases  so  suffering 
and  sometimes  fatal  ?  Ah  !  that  is  the  ques- 

tion which  I  must  answer  or  lose  my  case. 
But  as  the  answer  is  not  needed  just  now,  I 
will  trust  to  making  it  plain  as  I  proceed.  It 
was  then  from  witnessing  the  sufferings  of  my 
idolized  niece,  and  from  observing  the  good 
effects  of  copious  draughts  of  cold  water  upon 
those  children,  who  were,  unknown  to  their 
parents,  having  the  disease  in  the  early  stage, 
and  were  drinking  cold  water  without  stint, 
that  I  felt  myself  authorized  to  order  cold 
water  as  a  drink;  as  a  remedy  I  will  say — to 
those  getting  or  having  measles.  This  was 
my  only  justification  for  breaking  away  from 
a  custom  extensive  as  the  continent  and  as 
unchanged  from  time  immemorial  as  tne  laws 
of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  which  alter  not. 

It  was  not  strange  that  1  should  be  met 
with  opposition,  even  denunciation, from  both 
parents  and  physicians.  But  strong  in  my 
convictions,  determined  in  my  purpose  and 
successful  in  my  treatment,  I  kept  on  my  way 

until  now,  in  my  lorty-fifth  year  of  practice,  I 
can  say  without  fear  of  successful  refutation, 
that  in  all  this  time,  in  an  attendance  of 
thousands  of  cases,  only  two  children  have 
died  from  this  disease  to  whom  I  was  called. 
Of  them  1  shall  speak  hereaiter.  Such  is  my 

preface.  Now  of  the  disease  and  its  treat- 
ment. 

Authors  differ  but  little  in  their  description 
of  this  affection.  Ctjllen,  who  wrote  about 
70  years  ago,  in  two  or  three  pages  gives  as 

good  a  history  of  its  main  features  as  do  re- 
cent authors  who  spread  it  over  many  pages. 

No  one  speaks  of  it  as  a  disease  of  great  dan- 
ger, and  yet  all  authors  agree  in  representing 

it  as  a  precarious  one.  The  young  prac- 
titioner, though  he  knows  that  it  is  not  gener- 

ally fatal,  enters  upon  the  treatment  of  it 
wii  h  great  distrust.  He  has  come  away  from 
the  teachings  of  the  college  and  the  reading 
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of  medical  books  with  a  feeling  that  it  is  a 
treacherous  disease  ;  that  it  may  not  "  come 
out  well,"  or  after  having  come  out,  may, 
from  no  apparent  cause,  "  strike  in,"  and  a 
train  of  fatal  symptoms  are  developed  *,  symp- 

toms of  which  he  can  scarcely  divine  the 
cause,  and  the  relief  from  which  is  not  to  be 
gotten  bv  measures  to  which  he  would  resort, 
if  such  symptoms  should  manifest  themselves 
in  other  diseases.  So,  too,  the  mother.  She 
watches  for  the  eruption,  and  believing  that 
on  its  free  and  copious  development  depends 
the  successful  progress  of  the  case,  and 
confiding  in  the  traditions  which  have  come 
down  from  the  mother  to  daughter,  and  from 
physician  to  nurse  during  a  century,  that  cool 
air  retards  the  eruption  and  warm  drinks 
promote  it,  excludes  the  former  and  gives 
with  unsparing  hand  the  latter,  too  often 
with  fatal  effect. 

There  are  a  few  points  in  the  history  and 
treatment  of  measles  on  which  parents  and 
physicians  have  been  fully  agreed  : 

First.  That,  while  measles  are  not  a  very 
fatal  disease,  there  is  an  uncertainty  about 
their  going  regularly  through  the  various 
stages,  and  that  the  cause  of  tnat  irregu- 

larity cannot  always  be  certainly  guarded 
against  nor  successfully  combated. 

Second.  That  covering  the  patient  with  an 
abundance  of  bed-clothes  in  a  warm  room  and 
giving  him  freely  to  drink  of  warm  teas  will 
promote  the  eruption. 

Thiid.  That  exposure  to  cool  air  and  the 
drinking  of  cold  water  are  detrimental  to  the 
development  of  the  eruption  or  efflorescence 
on  the  skin  (which  they  regard  as  the  dis- 

ease) and  that  consequently  they  must  be 
avoided. 

Fourth.  That  purgatives  given  during  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption  or  before  tbe  de- 

cline will  be  likely  to  cause  it  to  strike  in. 
Fifth.  That  if  symptoms  of  lung,  or  stomach, 

or  bowel  affection  supervene,  and  the  heat  and 
redness  of  the  skin  are  diminished,  all  these 
result  from  the  eruption  striking  in,  and  can 
only  be  relieved  by  an  immediate  resort  to 
hot  and  simulating  drinks.  Shall  I  say  that 
these  opinions  have  legitimately  grown  out  of 
the  teachii  gs  of  professors  to  their  pupils,  and 
have  been  by  them  handed  down  to  mothers 
and  nurses  ?  No  ;  I  think  their  growth  was 
in  the  contrary  direction.  The  traditions  of 
the  nursery— respecting  a  disease  which 
mothers  were  believed  to  know  more  about 

than  the  doctors— have  been  handed  down  from 
mother  to  daughter  and  from  nurse  to  nurse, 
from  time  immemorial,  and  every  one  who 
passed  safely  through  the  treatment  was  so 
firm  in  the  belief  of  its  saving  power  that 
even  learned  physicians  and  scientific  teachers 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  emancipate  their 
minds  from  those  traditions. 

But  be  the  solution  as  it  may,  certain  it  is 
that  those  opinions  have  been  held  and  prac- 

ticed during  all  my  time  and  are  yet  the  pre- 
valent opinions  everywhere.   Young  men  still 

come  away  from  college  and  pass  into  practice 
afraid  to  give  a  drink  of  cold  water  to  a  child 
in  any  stage  of  measles.    Old  physicians  who 
have  practiced  for  nearly  half  a  century  have 
never  yet  ventured  to  give  a  ̂ lass  of  cold 
water  to  a  child  suffering  the  terrible  thirst 
attendant  on  this  dis  ase.    Even  now  from  the 
desk  of  the  teacher  the  dangers  of  cool  air 
and  cold  drinks  are  pointed  out,  and  though 

he  may  say,  "  if  the  fever  run  very  high  and 
restlessness  be  very  extreme,  a  little  cool 
water  may  be  allowed,"  it  is  so  guarded  by 
fearlul  descriptions  of  the  dangers  of  repelling 
the  eruption  that  the  pupil  is  afraid  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  using  the  much-dreaded 
drink,  and  so  the  child  suffers  on  through 
weary  days  and  nights  that  terrible  thirst, 
which  no  warm  drink  can  ever  allay,  and 
which,  once  felt,  can  never  be  forgotten.  I 
have  caref.illy  examined  the  treatment  of 
measles  as  given  by  our  best  authors — have 
heard  from  the  lips  of  truthful  students  the 

teachings  of  "  professors  on  practice  ;  "  have- 
looked  through  medical  journals  and  "  trans- 

actions "  of  State  societies,  and  have  yet  to 
learn  that  any  one  has  openly  advocated  the 
use  of  cold  water  even  as  a  valuable  m ears 

of  relief  in  this  disease.   In  a  very  few  in- 
stances it  may  have  been  allowed  in  cases  of 

extreme  thirst  and  great  suffering. 
In  the  hope  that  my  experience  with  cold 

drink  and  cool  air  in  this  disease  may  be 
found  useful  to  the  young  physicians  to  whom 
it  may  come  through  your  journal,  and  may 
warrant  them  in  giving  this  most  delicious 
drink  to  the  feverish  and  thirsty  child  I  shall 
lay  it  before  them. 

In  1828,  soon  after  I  began  to  practice,  I 
was  called  to  a  family  in  which  the  measles 
had  already  appeared  on  one  child  and  the 
others  were  expected  to  have  them.  The 
mother  had  been  giving  hot  teas,  and  though 
the  eruption  was  well  out,  the  child  seemed 
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to  be  suffering  greatly.  It  coughed  violently 
and  was  extremely  restless  and  wretched, 
though  it  was  well  covered  in  bed  and  in  a 
very  warm  room.  The  other  children,  too, 
were  closely  kept  to  this  room,  for  fear  they 
might  be  getting  the  disease,  and  were  now 
and  then  given  a  good  draught  of  warm  tea. 
I  advised  the  mother  to  give  the  child  plenty 
of  cold  water  to  allay  its  thirst  and  fever.  She 
was  startled — what,  give  it  cold  water ! 
Why,  won't  that  kill  it?  No.  It  is  the 
proper  thing  for  it.  It  will  cool  it  off  so  that 
that  it  can  rest.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  on  my 
stiong  assurance  that  no  harm  would  come  to 
it,  but  that  the  water  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
only  thing  needed  in  the  case,  she  consented 
to  give  it ;  to  do  that  which  her  heart  yearned 
to  do,  but  which  her  fears  had  forbidden.  I 
gave  it  no  other  medicine — I  say  medicine, 
because  though  other  medicines  may  be 
needed  occasionally  in  this  affection,  there  is 
not  one  in  the  whole  materia  medica  so  valu- 

able in  every  stage  of  disease  as  this  most  de- 
lightful beverage  and  "  fever  medicine." 

I  visited  it  morning  and  evening  to  see  that 
no  harm  should  come  to  it.  It  went  happily 
on  to  convalescence.  I  allowed  the  other 
children  to  run  about  and  drink  freely  of  water, 
not  only  till  they  began  to  complain  of  illness, 
but  until  the  eruption  came  out,  and  on 
through  all  the  stages  of  the  disease — they  all 
did  well.  The  Rubicon  was  passed.  It  was 
noised  around  the  neighborhood.  ,,  Neighbors 
came  to  see  if  it  were  so  that  the  children 

had  drank  cold  water  while  having  the  meas- 
les, then  went  to  others  to  tell  them  of  the 

innovation.  As  the  disease  spread,  I  was 
called  from  place  to  place,  and  persistently 
followed  the  same  plan  of  treatment,  using 
cold  water  as  a  remedy,  and  in  many  cases  as 
the  only  remedy.  But  if  a  laxative  were 
needed,  or  an  opiate  to  allay  the  cough  and 
procure  rest  at  night,  it  was  administered. 
During  the  whole  epidemic  not  one  died,  not 
one  suffered  from  dangerous  complications. 
But  this  visitation  of  measles  was  not  severe 
nor  very  general.  In  the  winter  of  1833  it 
came  again,  and  was  marked  for  its  severity. 
The  same  treatment  was  pursued  and  with 
uniform  success,  but  I  had  not  a  majority  of 
the  cases  to  treat.  There  were  other  physi- 

cians around  me  ;  men  beloved  and  relied 
upon,  and  as  they  adhered  to  the  good  old 
way,  and  strongly  repudiated  the  new,  I  some- 

times had  difficulty  to  get  those  to  whom  I 
was  called  to  follow  my  advice,  but,  as  I  nev- 

er yielded  assent  to  the  giving  warm  drinks, 
they  generally  came  over  to  my  plan,  rather 
than  assume  the  responsibility  of  refusal. 
Some  of  the  families  with  whom  I  practiced 
preferred  not  to  call  me  at  all,  but  themselves 
undertook  the  treatment  in  the  old  way,  as 
was  not  unusual  even  in  the  practice  of  other 
physicians,  only  calling  the  doctor  when  some 

difficulty  occurred.  "We  had,. then,  during  that 
winter,  my  cooling  treatment,  the  warm  treat- 

ment by  the  doctors  and  the  warm  treatment 
by  the  mothers  without  any  physician. 

I  was  in  a  delicate  position  and  watched  with 
intense  anxiety  the  progress  of  my  cases. 
Several  children  died  in  the  region  around, 
but  not  one  who  had  the  cooling  treatment. 
I  observed,  too,  an  important  fact— nine  times 
during  that  winter  I  was  called  to  patients 
who,  having  passed  successfully  through  the 
measles  and  believed  themselves  well, 
took  a  short  walk  in  the  yard,  or  to  the  barn, 
or  sat  for  a  short  time  on  the  porch,  of  a 
pleasant  day,  in  the  sunshine,  and  were,  after 
a  very  brief  space  of  time,  seized  with  an 
oppression  about  the  chest,  which  soon  in- 

creased to  great  difficulty  in  breathing,  in 
some  instances  like  the  worst  forms  of 
asthma. 

I  confess  that  I  then  scarcely  knew  what 
was  the  matter — scarcely  know  yet — but  as  the 
lancet  was  the  remedy  for  desperate  cases, 
it  and  the  warm  bath  and  opiates  managed  to 
procure  relief  in  a  few  hours.  Every  one  of 
those  cases  had  been  treated  by  warm  drinks 
in  a  warm  room — not  one  of  them  subjected 
to  the  cooling  treatment.  I  pondered  this 
fact.  The  solution  was  easy.  Those  patients 
had  been  for  two  or  three  weeks  in  a  heated 
room,  taking  warm  drinks,  perspiring  night 

and  day — all  this  time  in  a  temperature  of  80° 
to  90°,  and  were  then  suddenly  exposed  to  the 
cool,  damp  air  of  a  mild  winter  or  early  spring 
day.You  know  the  rest.  The  surface  was  quick- 

ly chilled  and  the  lungs  heavily  congested.  Not 
so  with  those  who  were  kept  in  a  cool  room 
and  used  cool  drinks.  They  could  go  out  with- 

out danger.  Here  I  might  almost  close  my 
paper  by  saying  that  from  the  year  1828  until 
this  day  in  1872, 1  have  used  cold  water  as  a 
remedy ;  not  merely  allowed  it  as  a  drink,  in 
every  case  of  measles  under  my  care,  and  in 
not  one  single  instance  was  there  a  fatal  ter- 
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mination.  But  what  of  the  two  cases  which 
I  said  died  ?  One  of  these,  a  healthy  male 
child  of  one  year,  had  been  by  his  mother  well 
heated  for  several  days  to  bring  the  measles 
out.  They  came  to  her  satisfaction — he  was 
like  a  boiled  lobster  for  redness,  and  she 
thought  she  was  succeeding  finely,  when  at 
midnight  she  found  him  struggling  in  convul- 

sions. In  about  two  hours  I  saw  him  still  in 
convulsions,  and  in  an  hour  morejhe  was  dead. 

T*he  other,  a  girl  of  about  seven  years,  in  a 
family  where  several  children  had  the  disease, 
and  when  the  mother  was  conducting  the 
treatment,  was  severely  attacked  in  the  night 
with  croup — her  hoarseness  having  been  great 
all  day — and  I  was  sent  for,  and  though  I  treat- 

ed her  on  the  then  approved  plan,  she  died 
before  morning.  These  are  the  only  fatal 
cases  with  which  I  have  had  anything  to  do, 
until  I  commenced  this  paper. 

Two  days  since  I  was  called  to  a  boy  11 
years  old,  in  his  9th  day  from  the  coming  of 
the  eruption  ;  his  difficulty  of  breathing  was 
extreme  ;  there  was  a  dry  bronchial  respira- 

tion, but  no  vesicular  murmur.   He  was  pale 
and  death-like  in  appearance,  almost  puls<  - 
less,  and  died  in  a  few  hours.    The  old  Irish 
aunt  who  had  charge  of  him  was  amazed  that 

he  had  gotten  worse,  for,  she  said,  "  she  had 
him  sweating  for  nine  days,  as  bad  as  anybody 
could  sweat,  and  she  could  not  see  what  come 

over  him."    His  brother  of  13  was  already 
just  breaking  out  with  the  eruption  and  was 
greatly  frightened.   I  had  him  gotten  from 
under  a  heavy  load  of  bed-clothes,  told  him  of 
the  comfort  and  advantage  he  would  receive 
from  keeping  himself  in  a  cool  part  of  the 
room  and  drinking  cold  water,  and  held  be- 

fore him  the  danger  of  the  heating  plan.  He 
followed  my  advice  and  in  a  few  days  was 
quite  well.    He  then  told  me  of  the  great 

com'ort  produced  by  the  cold  drink.  His 
mouth  before  had  been  so  hot  and  dry  and 
sere  that  he  couM  hardly  close  it,  while  his 
whole  system  was  in  a  state  of  feverish  ex- 

citement, aggravated  by  the  hot  drinks  and 
load  of  bed-clothes— free  draught  of  cold  water 
not  only  cooled  his  mouth  and  throat  and 
stomach,  but  allayed  the  fever  of  the  whole 
system. 

From  what  I  have  seen  of  this  disease,  I  in- 
cline to  the  belief  that  many  of  the  so-called 

complications  are  ofttimes  owing  to  the  treat- 
ment.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  in  measles,  as 

in  scarlet  fever  and  in  small-pox,  cases  may, 
by  a  judicious  use  of  measures  to  allay  febrile 
excitement  in  the  early  stage,  be  rendered 
very  mild,  which,  under  a  heating,  stimulating 
treatment,  would  be  grave  if  not  fatal  ones. 
Let  us  look  closely  at  this  disease.   What  is 
it?   There  is  a  vague  but  ill-defined  belief 
among  non-medical  people,  and  which  is 
allowed  a  prominent  place  in  the  minds  of 
many  physicians,  that  the  eruption  is  some- 

where in  the  system  (in  the  blood  perhaps), 
and  that  it  is  important  to  get  it  on  the  sur- 

face— that  if  once  there  (the  more  of  it  the 
better),  the  case  will  do  well,  provided  it  can 
be  kept  there.   To  get  it  out  and  to  keep  it 
out  are  the  cardinal  points  of  treatment. 
From  time  immemorial  it  has  been  known 
that  a  hot  stimulating  treatment  will  produce 
a  copious  eruption.    Often  have  I  heard 

mothers  triumphantly  say  :  "I  brought  them 
out  well ;  you  could  not  put  a  pin's  head 
between  them."    They  were  surprised,  too, 
that  despite  the  copious  eruption  a  fearful 
bronchitis  or  pneumonia  had  occurred.  Another 
question  presents  itself.    Is  the  system  at  ail 
relieved  by  this  copious  eruption?  Authors 

say,  no.    Prof.  Wood,  says  :  u  Neither  the 
catarrhal  symptoms  nor  ihe  temperature  de- 

clines on  the  appearance  of  the  eruption."  So 
say  Flint,  Condie  and  others.    Why  should 
the  symptoms  be  modified  by  its  appearance  ? 
It  is  only  the  steady  march  of  the  disease — 
only  one  evidence  of  its  extension  to  parts 
before  unaffected.   The  mucous  membranes 

were  invaded  a  day  or  t^vo  before  the  eruption 
appeared  on  the  skin,  where  it  would  have 
been  very  moderate,  perhaps,  but  for  the 
heated  rooms,  and  hot  and  stimulating  drinks. 

But  some  one  says:  "How  is  it  that  some- 
times they  do  not  come,  out,  and  that  in  those 

cases  there  is  great  danger  ?"    They  have  not 
come  out  because  bronchitis  or  pneumonia  or 
some  other  internal  complication  has  already 

supervened. 
The  disease  as  exhibited  to  us  is  a  disease 

of  the  skin  and  mucous  membranes.  The  for- 
mer we  can  see  —the  latter  is  manifested  by 

the  affection  of  the  mouth,  fauces,  larynx, 

wind-pipe,  eyes,  nose,  etc.  These  irritations 
develop  fever,  as  do  other  extensive  irrita- 
tations,  and  just  in  proportion  as  we  allay 
those  irritations,  just  as  we  calm  and  quiet 
the  nervous  and  vascular  systems,  will  good 
effects  be  manifested  in  a  diminished  action  of 
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the  skin,  and  in  general  improvement  of  ab- 

normal symptoms.  And  how  can  the  disease 
be  thus  modified  ?  By  allowing  the  child,  in 
the  very  inception  of  the  disease,  to  drink 
freely  of  cold  water,  to  have  it  in  a  place  con- 

genial to  its  feelings,  and,  if  the  eruption  or 
heat  of  skin  be  excessive,  by  sponging  it  freely 
with  tepid  or  cool  water,  and  by  giving,  also 
small  doses  of  neutral  salts  to  move  the 
bowels.  By  these  means  the  skin  and  mucous 
membranes  will  be  greatly  relieved  of  their 
irritations  and  the  disease  be,  not  only  moder- 

ated, but  greatly  shortened.  But  I  have 
made  no  provisions  in  the  above  treatment 
for  complications  There  will  be  no  compli- 

cations in  any  ordinary  epidemic  of  measles 
if  we  do  not  make  them  by  <  ur  aggravating 
treatment — by  that  we  can  readily  produce 
bronchitis,  pneumonia  or  croup.  "But,"  says 
some  bereaved  mother,  "  the  case  was  going 
on  finely,  the  eruption  was  out  splendidly,  I 
kept  the  child  warmly  covered  in  bed,  so  that 
no  cold  air  could  get  to  him,  and  yet  the 
measles  struck  in  and  he  died."  And  now 
the  mother  thinks  that  the  eruption,  the 
efflorescence  on  the  skin,  sauk  down  through 
the  skin  on  the  lungs  and  in  some  mysterious 
way  overwhelmed  them.  So,  too,  many  phy- 

sicians think,  if  we  may  judge  them  by  their 
fear  of  the  eruption  being  repelled  by  a  cup 
of  cold  water  or  a  breath  of  cool  air.  What 
is  the  truth  in  the  case?  That  the  irritation 
of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  has  be- 

come too  intense,  has  become  a  real  inflam- 
mation, involving,  perhaps,  deeper  tissues, 

and  now  these  diseased  structures,  like  a 
counter-irritation ,  draw  away  from  the  skin  the 
irritation,  or  lessen  the  activity  of  its  circu- 

lation, on  which  dej  ended  the  redness  and 
heat  of  surface. 

If  we  could  relieve  the  bronchitis  or  pneumo- 
nia in  au  hour  or  two  the  efflorescence  would 

return.  Here  we  have  had  a  complication 
produced  by  our  own  torturing  treatment ;  by 
our  hot  drinks,  our  teas  and  our  tiff  nnd  our 
punch,  by  our  refusal  to  allow  the  child  to 
quench  its  thirst,  to  cool  its  burning  mouth, 
to  throw  off  its  heavy  load  of  bed  clothes 
and  cool  its  limbs.  What  do  authors  say 

on  this  subject  ?  Prof.  Wood  says  :  "  When 
measles  prove  fatal  it  is  generally  in  con- 

sequence of  inflammatory  disorganization." 
Dr.  Flint  says :  "  In  the  great  majority 

of  grave  cases  the  gravity  is  dependent 
on  complications  in  the  respiratory  organs ; 
diphtheritic  laryngitis,  or  true  croup,  is  some- 

times developed.  It  is  to  be  considered  that 
the  complications  do  not  occur  in  consequence 
of  the  eruption  being  delayed  or  insufficient, 
or  striking  in,  but  the  latter  are  rather  the 
consequence  of  the  former."  So  it  appears 
that  neither  the  "  not  coming  out,"  nor  the 
'{  striking  in"  is  the  cause  of  the  bronchitis, 
pneumonia,  croup,  etc.,  but  that  the  latter 
causes  the  former.  How  important  then  in  the 
treatment  of  measles  to  keep  within  due 
bounds  the  disease  of  the  mucous  membranes 
of  the  air  passages.  They  are  affected  two  or 
three  days  before  the  skin  is  attacked,  and 
during  those  days  we  can  do  much  by  a  cool- 

ing, calming  treatment  to  moderate  the  disease 
of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  prepare  the  sys- 

tem for  a  mild  manifestation  of  the  disease  of 

the  skin.  It  is  because  we  regard  the  erup- 
tion of  the  measles  as  the  disease  that  we 

bungle  so  much  in  treatment.  A  blind  man 
who  should  depend  on  his  touch  to  tell  him 
that  the  skin  needed  cooling  ;  on  his  ears  to 
inform  him  of  the  degree  of  the  cough  and  the 
condition  of  the  lungs,  and  the  suffering  of  the 
patient  for  drink,  would  not  so  err.  He  would 
attend  to  the  voice  and  pleadings  of  nature, 
and  not  prescribe  for  a  name. 

Though  the  eruption  may  be  well  out,  the 
cough  and  heat  of  the  skin  are  not  allayed  un- 
till  desquamation  begins  to  take  place  ;  and 
what  is  the  beginning  of  desquamation  ?  The 
discord  has  reached  its  height,  and  desquama- 

tion is  only  convalescence. 

It  is  a  common  opinion  that  measles  require 
a  certain  time  to  reach  their  height  and  that 
no  mode  of  treatment  can  shorten  the  time 
from  this  first  appearance  of  the  eruption  to 
the  end  of  desquamation.  I  do  not  think  this 
is  true.  Take  a  nrld  case  of  measles  and  you 
will  have  the  eruption  but  a  day  or  two,  and 
in  a  day  or  two  more  the  patient  is  quite  well. 
Take  what  threatens  to  be  a  severe  case,  and 
cool  it  off  by  plenty  of  cold  drink,  cool  air  in 
the  room,  a  mild  laxative,  by  sponging  the 
heated  body  with  tepid,  or  cool  water,  if  need 
be,  and  you  will  make  a  mild  case  of  it  which 
will  be  well  several  days  sooner  than  a  similar 
one  treated  with  hot.  stimulating  drinks.  Such 
is  my  experience.  On  this  subject  Dr.  Flint 
says :  "  Measured  by  the  temperature  the 
duration  of  the  disease  varies  considerably  ; 
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the  decline  of  the  fever  occuring  in  some  cases 
on  the  4th  day,  in  others  not  until  the  8th 
or  10th  day."  Meigs  and  Pepper  in  their 
work,  say  :  "  The  highest  temperature  in  an 
ordinary  case  of  measles  is  103°  Fahr. ;  if  it 
pass  that  it  indicates  a  severe  attack,  if  it  do 
not  reach  it  a  mild  one.  In  some  of  the  mild- 

est esses  the  eruption  has  gone  in  a  single 
Dight  and  these  were  no  bad  effects,  while  the 

sickness  was  shortened  by  two  or  three  days." 
Authors  sav  when  the  temperature  rises  to 
106  or  107  the  cases  are  very  grave. 

In  view  of  those  statements  is  it  not  appar- 
ent that  we  should  endeavor  to  keep  down  the 

temperature  ?  Keep  it  below  103c,  for  is  it  not 
from  this  heated  condition  of  system  that  come 
the  complications  ?  If  the  thermometer  in 
the  axilla  show  a  temperature  of  106,  (and  T 

think  some  one  says  it  has  risen  even  to  109°) 
will  it  not  be  quite  as  high  in  the  lungs,  or  in 
the  nose,  or  mouth?  and  shall  we  supinely 
look  on,  and  not  attempt  to  allay  this  intense 
heat  of  skin  and  mucus  membranes,  saying, 
"It  is  only  measles,  and  cold  air  and  cold 
water  are  very  dangerous,  in  this  disease,  they 

I  are  well  out  and  they  will  begin  to  decline  in 
j  a  day  or  two  ?  " 

Would  we  do  so  if  such  heat  of  skin,  such 
burning  of  the  mouth,  such  fierce  thirst  beset 
our  patient  in  any  other  disease  ?  Certainly 
not.  But  with  this  dread  of  striking  in  before 
our  eyes,  with  the  fearful  traditions  of  the 
danger  of  taking  cold  drinks  in  our  mi  ids,  we 
press  to  still  deeper  depths  of  suffering  of  our 
unfortunate  patient.  Let  no  one  suppose  that 
I  exaggerate  the  case.  Only  two  months  since 
a  friend  of  mine,  in  Philadelphia,  lost  a  fine 
boy,  of  about  eight  years  of  age,  of  m  asles, 
treated  in  this  way  ;  ?nd  that  too,  while  child 
and  parents  begged  that  the  cooling  treatment 
which  they,  while  residing  here,  had  seen  me 
use  in  this  disease  might  be  used.  But  the  doc- 

tor was  afraid  of  cold  water  as  a  drink,  and  so 
the  little  fellow  struggled  on  a  few  weeks  to  die 

of  *'  something  lefi  after  the  measles." 
I  could  mention  many  other  cases,  but  will 

refer  only  to  two ;  they  will  illustrate  the 
common  mode  of  treatment.  About  fifteen 
years  ago  I  called  to  see  a  former  patient  of 
mine  then  living  nine  miles  away.  The  mo- 

ment the  wife  opened  the  door  she  exclaimed, 

"  Oh  !  doctor,  I  have  been  wanting  so  much 
to  see  you;  l.ttle  Betty  has  been  near  dying 
with  measles  and  the  doctors  would  not  allow 

her  a  drop  of  cold  water,  though  I  begged  of 
them  to  give  her  some,  and  told  them  that  I 
knew  you  gave  it  in  measles  when  we  lived  in 
your  neighborhood.   She  was  for  six  weeks 
that  I  did  not  know  whether  she  would  live 

or  die."    On  inquiring,  I  found  that  as  soon 
as  she  began  to  be  sick,  the  doctor,  a  very  re- 

cent graduate,  who  lived  near,  was  sent  for, 
and  at  once  ordered  her  to  be  kept  in  a  warm 
room — a  room  heated  to  82°.   He  brought  a 
thermometer  and  showed  the  mother  where 

the  mercury  should  stand  ;  a'so  directed  her 
to  have  warm  teas,  and  to  be  carefu'ly  guard- 

ed against  cold  air,  for  fear  the  measles  would 
not  come  out.    Soon  the  child  became  worse, 
begged  unceasingly  for  cold  water,  was  hot, 
feverish,  racked  with  cough,  and  so  with  water 
refused  and  hot  teas  forced  upon  her,  she  suf- 

fered on  as  only  those  suffer  who  having 
measles  are  thus  treated.   A  second  doctor 
was  called— one  who  had  practiced  many 
years — a  graduate,  also,  of  one  of  our  oest 
medical  colleges.   He  approved  of  the  treat- 

ment, and  so  during  six  weeks  without  a  sin- 
gle drop  of  cold  drink  she  was  plied  with  med- 

icine, but  finally  recovered  so  as  to  get  about, 

though  "  she  has  ever  since  been  weakly  from 
something  left  after  the  measles,"  the  mother 
says.    The  physicians  looked  upon  her  escape 
from  death  as  a  triumph  of  skill.   As  the  doc- 

tor was  fresh  from  the  college,  and  I  was  de- 
sirous to  have  him  ioin  our  medical  society,  I 

called  upon  him  and  asked  him  to  allow  me  to 
propose  him  for  membership.    He  said  he 
thought  it,  the  society,  might  be  a  good  thing 
on  one  account-  namely,  to  regulate  the  fees. 
I  replied,  '•  There  is  a  more  important  object, 
the  attainment  and  diffusion  of  knowledge.  If 
you  had  been  at  one  of  our  late  meetings  and 
had  heard  me  declare  that  in  a  practice  of 
more  than  twenty  years,  I  had  never  lost  a 
single  case  of  measles,  and  yet  had  allowed 

my  patient*,  nay  urged  them  to  drink  freely  of, 
cold  water  in  every  stage  of  that  disease,  and 
sometimes  sponged  them  with  cool  or  tepid 
water  to  allay  the  great  heat  of  skin,  you 
would  not  have  kept  your  little  patient,  over 
the  way,  suffering  for  weeks  for  want  of  a 
driuk  of  cool  water,  to  cool  its  parched  and 

burning  mouth  and  throat."    He  replied  :  "  I 
would  have   been  afraid  to  try  it."  Why 
afraid?    "  For  fear  the  measles  would  strike 
in."    And  nothing  I  could  urge  could  allay 
his  fear  of  the  cold  drink.   This  man  had  just 
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leges. The  inference  is,  that  the  fear  of  de- 

layed and  repelled  eruptions  had  been  thus 
strongly  impressed  upon  his  mind.  I  have 
often  heard  persons  who  were  of  sufficient  age 
when  they  had  the  meae  les  to  retain  a  re- 

membrance of  their  sufferings,  say  that  they 
had  never  in  any  othtr  disease  suffered  so 
much. 

They  had  used  warm  teas  and  it  seemed  as 
though  the  mouth  and  throat  would  burn 
up.  I  shall  now  give  a  case  to  show  how 
great  the  relief,  in  those  suffering  cases, 
for  copious  draughts  of  cold  water-  I  was 
called  to  a  young  hired  girl  who  formerly  liv- 

ed further  up  in  the  county,  where  hot  teas 
are  used.  On  visiting  her,  found  her  very 
comfortable,  as  her  mistress  had  given  her 
plenty  of  cold  water  in  accordance  with  my 
practice  in  her  own  family.  She  had  sent  for 
me,  she  said,  ocly  to  save  herself  from  blame, 
if  anything  adverse  should  happen  the  girl. 
She  got  well  without  medicine  and  almost 
without  suffering.  After  dark  the  next 
day  I  was  called  to  her  sister,  a  strong,  heal- 

thy girl  living  a  mile  away  from  her.  I 
found  her  with  a  most  copious  eruption,  skin 
intensely  hot,  eyes  and  nose  and  mouth  in 

flame.  She  was  lamenting  greatly.  "Oh ! 
my  mouth  is  burning  up"— and  when  not 
talking  would  hold  her  mouth  open  as  if  to 
let  the  air  cool  it — I  said— you  have  been 
drinking  hot  teas — yes,  she  said — what  kind  ? 
sweet  marjoram — what  else  ? — she  hesitated 
— but  after  a  moment — sheep-dung  tea.  j 
hope  your  young  readers  will  not  be  frightened 
at  this.  It  was  a  common  drink  then  in  mea- 

sles, in  many  parts  of  the  country  and  not 
rare  in  the  city.  I  at  once  ordered  a  pitcher- 
ful  of  cold  water  and  told  her  to  drink  as 
much  as  she  pleased,  assuring  her  at  the  same 
time  that  her  sister  had  been  drinking  it 
freely  for  two  days  and  was  doing  well.  She 
drank  copiously — drank  t  »  repletion,  and  the 
the  relief  was  immediate  ;  The  mouth  and 
throat  and  stomach  were  cooled  ;  the  whole 
system  felt  the  influence,  and  with  plenty  of 
the  same  to  take  whenever  she  wanted  it  she 
spent  a  comfortable  night. 

On  visiting  her  next  day  I  found  her  moth- 
er in  the  room.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 

surprise  of  that  woman.  She  had  never  before 
known  that  a  person  could  take  a  drink  of  cold 
water  in  measles  without  being  killed  by  it. 

She  had  called  on  her  other  daughter  on  her 
way  down,  and  had  found  her  very  comforta- 

ble, and  now  this  one,  who  the  day  before  had 
been  considered  dangerously  ill,  was  appar- 

ently convalescing  and  yet  drinking  freely  of 
the  dreaded  beverage.  In  their  neighborhood, 
she  said,  no  person  had  ever  used  a  drop  of 

cold  water  in  measles,  but  "  sheep-tea  "  was 
common  drink  in  that  disease  until  they  came 
out.  In  conclusion,  have  we  reason  to  believe 
that  treatment  can  influence  this  disease  for 
good  or  ill  ?  I  have  already  spoken  of  the 
mildness  of  the  disease  in  the  first  child  who 
gets  it  in  a  family,  and  which  is  owing  to  the 
cooling  treaiment  to  which  it  naturally  sub- 

mits itself.  But  now  see  the  second  child, 
which  the  mother  has  watched  for  several 

days,  has  kept  in  the  house,  has  dosed  with 
warm  tea  to  bring  out  the  eruption.  The 
child  is  over-feverish  and  very  uncomfortable, 
cannot  rest  at  all  and  calls  for  water,  refuses 
and  fights  against  the  teas.  But  the  mother 
and  the  doctor  say  she  must  take  them,  must 
not  take  a  drop  of  water,  s  >  it  must  take  into 
its  burnt  and  sore  mouth  the  hot  teas  or 
nothing.    Who  can  measure  this  suffering  ? 

On  a  summer's  day,  even  when  we  are 
quite  well,  if  we  have  become  thirsty,  how 
impatient  we  become,  how  acutely  we  suffer 
if  deprived  for  a  few  hours  of  a  drink  of  cold 
water.  What,  then,  the  suffering  of  a  child 
whose  mouth,  for  many  days,  has  been  heated 
to  105°  or  107°  Fahr.,  and  yet  the  doctor 
comes  and  says  he  is  going  on  finely — the 
more  eruption  the  better.  To  him  the  erup- 

tion is  the  disease.  But  now  when  he  has 

the  temperature  of  the  skin  to  109°  or  106° let  him  also  remember  that  he  has  raised  the 

temperature  of  the  bronchial  mucous  mem- 
brane to  105Q  or  106°,  and  the  efflorescence  or 

eruption  there  is  as  intense  or  profuse  as  on 
the  skin,  and  is  just  ready  to  pass  into  bron- 

chitis or  pneumonia,  the  complication  which 
he  has  so  much  dreaded,  and  which  his  treat- 

ment has  produce  1.  But  could  this  have  been 
avoided?  Yes,  in  almost  every  case.  Bear 
in  mind  that  the  efflorescence  or  eruption  oc- 

curs on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth, 
trachea  and  bronchial  tubes  two  days  before  i 
its  appearance  on  the  skin,  and  you  will  see 
how  important  the  early  treatment  is.  In- 

stead of  heating  the  child's  system  when  the 
disease  is  commencing,  let  it  take  its  own 
course.   It  will  drink  freely  of  water,  will, 
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seek  a  cool  place  in  which  to  sit  or  lie,  will 
3at  but  little,  and  the  eruption  on  the  raucous 
nernbrane  will  be  light,  so  light  that  the 
mild  mak^es  but  little  complaint,  and  the 
eruption  will  be  seen  oa  the  skin  before  the 
mother  deemed  the  child  poorly  enough  to 
ueed  much  attention.  It  will  be  quite  light 
too,  for  the  heat  of  the  system  had  not  risen 

to  103°  perhaps.   Now  that  they  have  come 
1  out  thus  mildly,  let  the  system  still  be  kept 
cool,  the  temperature  of  the  skin  and  mouth 
and  mucous  membrane  allayed  by  as  much 
cold  drinks  as  the  system  craves,  and  my 

"word  for  it  there  will  be  no  bronchitis,  no 
pneumonia,  no  croup,  no  "  disease  left  after 
the  measles.'5 
My  object  in  the  treatment  of  measles  is  to 

have  a  mild  efflorescence  on  the  mucous  mem- 
brane and  a  light  eruption  on  the  skin.  The 

'measures  which  keep  down  the  temperature  be- 
low 103°(I  quote  the  standard  of  authors),  will 

effect  both  objects.    I  ought  to  add,  that  dur- 

"  ing  the  last  week  I  was  called  to  three  cases 
which  had  been  under  the  hot,  sweating, 

I  stimulating  treatment,  one  of  which  was  com- 
plicated into  croup,  a  second  with  bronchitis 

£  and  a  third  with  a  diarrhea  with  bloody  dis- 
?  charges. 
1  I  may  also  say  that  though  I  have  not 
f  spoken  of  the  use  of  ice,  I  used  it  freely  in  the 
I  mouth  with  all  patients  old  enough  to  take  it. 

I  have  explored  only  a  very  small  part,  but 
1  during  forty-four  years  I  have  examined  that 
9  part  so  thoroughly,  have  traversed  it  so  often, 
•  am  so  well  acquainted  with  its  intricate 
1  paths,  know  so  well  every  stump  and  rock  and 
\ secret  haunt  behind  which  disease  can  hide 
3  itself  and  from  whence  death  can  shoot  his 
narrows,  that  I  feel  like  pointing  them  out  to 
it  those  just  entering  on  a  theater  of  action  ft\  m 
p  which  I  must  soon  retire. 

A  CASE  OF  STRICTURE  OF  THE 
(ESOPHAGUS. 

By  G.  E.  Alexander,  M.  D., 
Of  Burnt  Cabins,  Pa. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  CASE. 

I  first  visited  the  patient,  an  old  man  set.  76 
years,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1872.  Found 
him  much  depleted  in  every  way,  and  suffer- 

,  ing  much  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  also 
in  the  epigastrium,  together  with  pain  and 
dullness  in  right  hypochondriac  region.  He 

had  no  appetite  ;  his  appearance  was  haggard 
and  he  was  wasting  much  in  flesh. 

For  the  heart  I  gave  minimum  doses  of  the 
following  : 

R.    Tinct.  verat.  vir. 
Syr.  scillse,         aa.       fgj.  M. 

For  the  stomach  : 

R.  Pepsk1, Crefce  prep.,  aa.  gr.  v. 
And  for  the  liver  £  gave  pills  of  the  following: 

R.    Ma  s.  pil.  hydrarg., Ext.  taraxaci, 
Pul  v.  podophyl ,       aa  gr.  ij.  M. 

Sig. — One  morning  and  evening. 
I  did  not  see  the  patient  for  some  ten  days, 

when  I  found  the  heart  to  be  normal  in  its 
action ;  the  pain  in  the  right  hypochondriac 
to  be  much  lessened ;  but  the  pain  and  symp- 

toms at  the  epigastric  region  to  be  worse.  I 
then  made  a  «.  loser  examination  in  that  part 
and  found  it  to  have  a  feeling  <  f  hardaess  to 
my  touch  and  much  tenderness.  I  was  now 
not  certain  as  to  the  trouble ;  but  judging  from 
the  description  he  gave  me  and  the  examina- 

tion by  the  touch,  it  was  caused  by  a  tumor  of 
the  stomach  with  derangement  of  the  pan- 

creas. I  commenced  treatment  accordingly; 
dropping  the  treatment  for  the  heart  and 
giving  the  \  gr.  sulphate  of  morphia  to  keep 
down  the  excruciating  pain.  My  efforts  to 
effect  a  cure  of  the  trouble  in  the  epigastrium 
were  all  in  vain. 

By  noticing  deglutition,  I  now  began  to  sus- 
pect stricture  of  the  oesophagus.  The  food 

appeared  to  pass  about  to  the  cardiac  open- 
ing of  the  stomach,  where  it  seemed  to  stop 

until  the  oesophagus  would  fill  to  the  mou!h  ; 
then  the  patient  would  throw  it  all  up. 

Shortly  after  I  had  begun  to  harbor  this 
idea  my  neighbor  and  friend,  Dr.  W.  M. 
Rhea,  of  Shade  Gap,  Huntingdon  co.,  Pa., 
was  called  in.  During  consultation  we  took 

the  patient  out  and  placed  him  upon  a  tab'e 
and  gave  him  a  thorough  examination,  and 
had  no  hesitancy  in  pronouncing  a  stricture 
of  the  oesophagus,  together  with  a  probable 
tumor  of  the  stomach.  We  were  satisfied 
nothing  more  could  be  done  than  to  allay  the 
pain  and  urge  the  patient  to  prepare  for  death, 
which  we  said  was  near  at  hand,  and  having 
prepared  a  number  of  morphia  powders,  we 
left  him. 

I  did  not  see  him  again  till  after  death, 
when  I  was  permitted  to  hold  a  post-mortem 
examination.   This  was  about  three  weeks 
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formed that  in  the  meantime  he  suffered  much 

pain,  except  when  he  was  under  the  effect  of 
morphia,  and  that  he  gradually  wasted  away 
until  the  fifth  of  April,  when  he  expired. 

At  4  P.  M.  on  the  6th  Drs.  W.  M.  Rhea, 
D.  A.  Hill,  of  Fort  Littleton,  and  R.  McG. 
Alexander,  of  Fannettsburg,  being  in  atten- 

dance we  proceeded  to  a  post-mortem  exami- 
nation. Upon  laying  open  the  body  we  found 

the  fasciae  to  be  about  th-j  color  of  the  yolk  of 
an  egg.  Proceeding  further  we  found  the 
peritoneal  sack  filled  with  a  milk-colored  fluid 
and  giving  a  most  offensive  odor. 

APPEARANCE  OF  THE  HEART. 

We  found  on  removing  the  heart  the  lining 
membrane  had  a  fibrous  covering,  and  the 
valves  were  much  thickened  with  deposits  of 
fibrin.  In  the  ascending  portion  of  the  aortic 
arch  there  was  an  abnormal  growth,  fibrinous 
in  appearance,  two  and  a  half  inches  long,  and 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the 
base,  being  conical  in  shape.  This  abnormal 
gr>wth  was  attached  to  the  lining  membrane 
quite  firmly,  and  around  it  were  large  thick 
clots  of  fibrinous  blood 

THE  (ESOPHAGUS. 

m  Proceeding  next  to  the  oesophagus,  we  found 
it  to  be  somewhat  inflamed,  with  its  coats 
some  thickened  at  the  lower  end,  and  about 
U  inches  from  its  juncture  with  the  stomach 
we  found  the  stricture,  a  cartilaginous  rirg, 
having  the  appearance  as  if  ossification  was 
about  to  take  place. 

THE  STOMACH. 

At  about  the  juncture  of  the  oesophagus  with 
the  stomach,  immediately  under  the  left  lobe 
of  the  liver,  there  was  a  hole  ulcerated  through 
the  stomach  about  the  size  of  a  silver  half  dol- 

lar, its  border  being  of  a  light  greenish  color, 
and  giving  the  appearance,  as  we  judged,  of  a 
scirrhus,  or  cancroidal  nature.  The  walls  of 
the  stomach  were  much  thickened,  being  one 
inch  or  more  in  thickness  down  to  the  pyloric 
opening,  where  they  began  again  to  appear 
normal.  This  thickening  was,  I  think,  in  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach. 

THE  LIVER. 

The  right  lobe  of  the  liver  had  a  healthy 
amber  color.  The  left  lobe  was  dark  in  ap- 

pearance, filled  with  congested  blood,  and 
curved  on  the  surface  with  a  fetid  pus,  so  that 
it  was  easy  to  gather  large  flakes  of  it  by 

passing  the  blade  of  my  bistoury  over  it.  0 
the  surface  next  to  the  stomach,  and  imm 
diately  opposite  the  ulcer  there  was  a  larg 
abcess  about  If  inch  longitudinally,  1±  tran: 
versely  and  1  inch  deep,  filled  with  fetid  ma 
ter.  The  bile  ducts  were  all  stopped  with  cc 
agulated  matter. 

OMENTUM  AND  PANCREAS. 

These,  together  with  the  spleen  and  supe 
rior  mesentery,  it  is  almost  needless  to  say 
were  in  a  condition  of  decay. 

Hospital  Reports, 
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Surgical  Service  of  Prof.  D.  Hayes  Agnew,  M.  D. 

[reported  by  de  f.  willard,  m.  d.] 
Fissure  of  the  Anus. 

The  man  whom  I  bring  before  you  this  morn- 
ing is  suffering  from  fissure  of  the  anus,  a  dis- 
ease which  is  more  acutely  painful  incompari  t 

son  to  its  apparent  insignificance  than  almost 
any  other  surgical  malady.  It  consists  but  in  arc 
linear  u  cer  extending  simply  through  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  oftentimes  not  reach- 

ing higher  than  the  internal  sphincter,  yet,  as 
I  have  said,  its  prominent  characteristic  is 
exceedingly  acute  pain.  In  its  exaggerated 
and  extended  condition,  it  is  known  as  "  pain- 

ful ulcer  of  the  rectum  "  the  two  diseases  be- 
ing but  differences  in  degree,  not  in  kind.  In 

either  case  there  is  a  lesion  of  the  mucous  sur- 
face, but  in  the  latter,  the  ulcer  is  larger  and 

deeper— being  sometimes  from  three  to  six 
lines  in  its  diameters.  Its  exceeding  sensitive- 
n  ess  may  be  attributed  to  the  spasmodic  action 
of  the  sphincter  in  addition  to  the  pain  which 
is  always  found  in  fissures  at  the  outlets  of  the 
body.  In  some  cases  it  is  so  small  as  to  be  con- 

cealed from  view  by  a  small  hemorrhoid  or 
rectal  polypus, and  patients  are  often  treated  for 
years  without  a  diagnosis  being  made. 

Its  cause  is  usually  either  a  slight  abrasion 
occurring  peihaps  during  parturition,  or  from 
an  injury  of  some  kind  which  breach  of  surface 
is  prevented  from  healing  by  the  spasmodic 
action  of  the  sphincter,  or  from  uncleanliness. 
The  spasm  of  the  muscle  is  often  so 
great  as  almost  to  preclude  the  introduction  of 
a  finarer  without  the  administration  of  an 
anaesthetic,  the  muscle  being,  in  fact,  actually 
hypertriphed,  thus  differing  from  hemorrhoids 

in  which  it  is  relaxed.  As"  I  have  said,  the pain  accompaning  this  disease  is  exruciating, 
and  is  almost  diagnostic  in  itself. 

It  differs  from  that  of  hemorroids  in  this 
important  particular,  that  in  the  latter  the 
pain  is  most  intense  at  the  time  of  decafetion, 
and  is  accompanied  by  more  straining  and 
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)  lemorrhage,  while  in  fissure,  although  quite 
i^moying  at  the  time  of  passage,  yet  does  not 
Approximate  to  that  which  comns  on  about 
Ualt  an  hour  later,  and  which  gradually  and 
u  teadily  increases  for  them  four  or  five  hours, 
jEtil  it  becomes  almost  unbearable,  being 
Jikened  by  some  to  introduction  of  a  bot  iron 
two  the  anus.   After  this    length  of  time, 
lowever,  it  subsides,  to  be  repeated  at  the 
lext  stool,  until  the  patient,  dreading  the  suf- 
ering  incident  upon  such  an  operation,  defers 
M  from  day  to  day,  until  an  acquired  *tate 
M  constipation    is    produced,  which  only 
ends  to  increase  the  difficulty.    During  the 
intermediate  times  the  pelvic  pain  and  dis- 
ress  are  not  as  great  as  in  internal  hemor- 
hoids,  although  it  is  by  no  means  inconsider- 

ljfole.    The  feces  are  often   streaked  with 
i)lood,  sometimes  accompanied  by  a  muco- 

purulent discharge.    In  hemorrhoids,  also, 
here  is  often  a  feeling  of  fullness  in  the  rec- 
um. 
When  any  doubt  exists  the  diagnosis  may 

)e  easily  settled  by  an  ocular  examination. 
Che  parts  being  well  forced  down,  the  com- 

i  nencement  of  the  ulcer  will  be  found  among 
;ome  of  the  rugae  which  abound  at  the  verge 
m  the  anus  ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
m  is  sometimes  so  diminutive  in  size  that  it 
linight  easily  escape  a  careless  observer, 
p  The  parts  can  usually  be  everted  with  the 
fingers,  but  when  the  fissure  is  small  and  situ- 
sited  far  up,  you  may  use  a  large  fenestrated 
speculum,  in  order  to  distend  the  parts,  or 
What  is  better,  the  ordinary  "  base  or  parallel 
expansion "  vaginal  speculum.  It  may 
ieem  large  to  you  at  first,  but  it  is  an  excellent 
•nstrument,  and  when  expanded  gives  you  a 
•nost  perfect  view  of  two  of  the  sides,  after 
which  it  can  be  turned  to  expose  the  remain- 

ing two.  The  ordinary  bivalve  anal  speculum 
s  entirely  too  small  to  put  the  parts  upon  the 
rtretch  and  obliterate  the  folds. 
The  distension  of  the  larger  instrument  is 

rather  serviceable  than  otherwise  ;  in  fact,  an 
operation  quite  frequently  practiced  for  the 
Isure  of  this  disease  consists  m  the  forcible 
!  lilatation  or  rupture  of  the  fibers  of  the  sphinc- 

ter by  the  thumb. 
At  the  commencement  of  this  disease  it  is 

isually  customary  to  employ  astringent  and 
inodyne  lotions,  bougies,  suppositories,  etc., 
)ut  these  seldom  succeed  in  effecting  a  cure, 
or  the  reason  that  the  sphincter  tears  the 
jdges  asunder  as  often  as  they  attempt  to 
mite,  even  though  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver 
>e  employed.  An  operation  then  becomes 
lecessary  in  almost  every  case,  and  is  so  sim- 
)le  that  no  patient  should  be  allowed  to  suffer 
>n  for  months. 
The  operation  for  its  relief  is  an  easy  and 

roeedy  one.  It  consists  in  etherizing  the  pa- 
lent  and  then  making  an  incision  one  to  two 
ines  in  depth  longitudinally  through  the  en- 
ire  bottom  of  the  ulcer,  thus  cutting  all  the 
lubjacent  fibers,  and  then  making  a  complete 
livision  of  the  superficial  sphincter  muscle. 

This  is  done  by  entering  a  knife  at  the  outer 
margin  of  the  muscle,  when,  carrying  it  along 
a  little  distance  beneath  the  skin  (for  these 
fibers  are  but  shallow,  as  you  know,)  it  is 
brought  out  just  within  the  verge  of  the  anus. 
The  edge  is  now  turned  outward  and  the  mus- 

cle and  skin  divided  at  one  cut,  thus  putting 
the  part  perfectly  at  rest.  Should  any  fibers 
escape  the  knife  they  may  be  stretched  to  the 
extent  of  paralization. 

The  patient  being  now  put  to  bed,  an  ano- 
dyne suppository  is  inserted,  a  full  hypoder- 

mic of  morphia  administered,  and  opium  given 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  relieve  paia  and  pre- 

vent any  action  of  the  bowels  for  the  next  five 
days.  Thc-y  should  then  be  gently  opened 
with  castor  oil  and  a  bland  enema,  and  kept 
thus  in  a  soluble  condition  for  a  week  subse- 

quently. The  patient  will  be  able  to  walk 
about  in  ten  days,  often,  in  fact,  resuming 
work  in  less  than  two  weeks. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  relief  is  aston- 
ishingly immediate  and  complete,  patients 

who  had  before  been  exhausted  with  torturing 
pain,  expre  sing  themselves  as  perfectly  com- fortable. Connected  with  this  disease  are 
sometimes,  also,  associated  various  reflex  phe- 

nomena, which  are  exceedingly  vague  and 
obscure.  For  instance,  I  have  seen  men  who 
have  been  troubled  with  an  annoying  cough 
for  years,  and  who  were  considered  to  be  the 
victim  of  some  pathological  change  in  the 
lung,  cured  so  completely  by  an  operation 
that  they  have  not  coughed  alter  its  perform- 

ance. Patients  have  even  been  brought  to 
this  city  for  confinement  in  an  insane  hospital, 
and  yet  they  have  returned  home  in  ten  days 
simply  by  the  division  of  their  external 
sphincter  muscles.  Frequently,  also,  there 
are  various  dyspeptic  symptoms,  pains  in  the 
sides,  loins  and  hips,  etc.,  all  of  which  will 
continue  so  long  as  the  cause  exists. 

[Operation  performed.  A  piece  of  oiled 
lint  was  inserted  in  the  wound,  no  other 
dressing  being  necessary.  The  patient  made 
a  rapid  recovery. — DeF.  W.] 

Hemorrhoids. 

The  next  case  is  a  man  who  is  suffering  also 
with  some  disease  of  the  lower  bowel,  and 
complains  of  the  following  symptoms  :  Itch- 

ing about  the  anus  ;  severe  pain  upon  defeca- 
tion, lasting  about  half  an  hour  and  accom- 

panied by  profuse  hemorrhage ;  a  constant 
discharge  of  thin  mucus  from  the  bowel,  ex- 

coriating the  surrounding  tissues,  together 
with  great  pelvic  pain  and  distress,  radiating 
to  the  loins,  hips,  thighs,  bladder  and  other 
organs. His  symptoms  are  those  of  hemorrhoids; and 
as  I  expose  the  parts  you  see  several  dark 
masses  appearing  around  the  margia  of  the 
anus,  which  are  sufficiently  characteristic  to 
decide  the  matter  most  positively. 
Hemorrhoids  or  piles  are  of  two  kinds,  ex- 

ternal and  internal,  the  former  consisting  es- 
sentially of  a  pouch  of  skin  filled  with  blood, 
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a  clot,  or  its  remains,  together  withresulting 
inflammatory  deposit  in  the  subjacent  connec- 

tive tissue-,  I  he  latter,  of  a  fold  of  mucous 
membrane  within  the  sphincter,  containing  a 
set  of  dilated  hemorrhoidal  vessels,  arteries, 
veins,  bnd  capillaries,  a  sort  of  aneurism  by 
anastomosis.  Piles  are  called  "  blind  "  when 
they  are  unattended  by  hemorrhage;  "open  or 
bleeding,"  when  the  opposite  condition  exists. 
The  hemorrhoidal  plexus  of  veins  being  un- 

provided with  valves,  are  easily  distensible, 
and  are  thus  rendered  liable  to  become  dilated 
by  any  cause  which  interferes  with  return 
circulation,  cirrhosis,  pregnancy,  abdominal  or 
pelvic  tumors,  and  excesive  straining,  or  which 
favors  pelvic  congestion  as  a  sedentary  life, 
longstanding, constipation,  etc.,  etc 

This  hemorrhoidal  plexus  of  veins  receives 
branches  both  from  the  inferior  messentery 
and  internal  iliac,  communication  being  thus 
fstablished  between  the  portal  and  general 
venous  svstems,  and  permittirg another  escape 
when  the  portal  vein  is  pressed  upon.  Were 
this  provision  not  secured,  dilatation  of  these 
veins  would  be  much  more  common,  since 
they  have  no  support  upon  their  mucous  as- 
pect. I  have  given  you  the  above  definition  of  an 
external  hemorrhoid,  since  none  other  will 
sufficientlyexpress  the  various  conditions  which 
are  entitled  to  such  denomination.  The  con- 

sistency of  an  external  pile  will  vary  with  the 
length  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the 
rupture  of  the  bloodvessel  took  place,  i.  e.,  if 
we  were  to  lay  it  open  at  first  we  should  find 
simply  a  clot  of  blood  ;  but  in  time  this  clot 
changes  its  character,  and  after  a  few  weeks 
organization  takes  place,  and  finally  conden- 

sation and  induration  to  such  extent  that  at 
last  we  find  simply  a  cyst  filled  with  fibrous 
tissue. 
When  internal  piles  exist  the  symptoms 

are  more  severe,  especially  as  the  tumors  are 
apt  to  be  forced  down  by  defecatory  efforts, 
when,  being  caught  by  the  sphincter,  great 
pain  is  occasioned  and  sometimes  even 
strangulation  and  sloughing  ensue.  Simple 
prolapse  of  the  rectum  may  be  distinguished 
from  piles  by  its  more  even,  less  nodulated 
appearance  and  by  the  absence  of  hemorrhage. 
In  hemorrhoids  this  bleeding  is  sometimes  so 
great  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  general 
health.  When  the  tumors  are  small  they 
may  be  protruded  by  causing  the  patient  to 
strain  for  a  few  moments  over  a  chamber  filled 
with  hot  water. 

External  piles  rarely  bleed,  in  fact  in  their 
indolent  state  they  are  little  more  than  folds 
of  marginal  integument,  giving  inconvenience 
principally  at  defecation  and  immediately  af- 

terward. When  irritated,  however,  from  any 
cause,  they  assume  an  entirely  different  char- 

acter, becoming  red  or  purple,  swollen,  ex- 
ceedingly painful,  with  intense  burning,  itch- 

ing and  tenesmus,  which  inflamed  condition 
passes  on  either  to  suppuration  or  more  com- 

monly to  induration,  so  as  to  form  a  larger 

and  larger  tumor  after  each  of  these  "  attacks 
of  the  piles,"  as  they  are  called. Internal  hemorrhoids  are  attended  with 
more  pelvic  distress,  more  tenesmus  and  a  con- 

stant feeling,  as  though  a  foreign  body  was 
situated  inside  the  rectum.  The  diagnosis 
from  fissure  I  have  already  given  you,  and 
you  should  never  make  a  mistake  after  a  care- 

ful examination. 
In  the  treatment  of  external  hemorrhoids, 

in  their  simple  condition,  we  have  but  to  re- 
commend frequent  ablutions,  mild  astringent 

washes  and  attention  to  regularity  of  the 
bowel?.  This  latter  may  be  obtained  by  a 
draught  of  cold,  or  salt,  or  mineral  water  in 
the  morning,  or  by  any  gent  e  laxative,  as  the 
compound  rhubarb  pill.  Locally,  sulphate  cf 
zinc  or  acetate  of  lead  may  be  used  in  the 
strength  of  two  to  four  grains  to  the  f.^j. 
of  water,  or  the  compound  ointment  of  galls 
may  be  applied  to  the  part.  When  they  be- 

come inflamed  the  suffering  is  very  great  and 
depre  sing,  so  that  active  measures  are  ne- 

cessary. Leeches  may  be  applied,  followed  by 
poultices  medicated  with  laudanum,  or  ordi- 

nary lead-water  and  laudanum. 
When  very  swollen  and  painful,  the  relief 

obtained  by  a  few  punctures  ismost  astonishing 
and  instantaneous.  There  is  no  danger  from 
hemorrhage  even  in  laying  the  tumors  freely 

open. After  a  number  of  these  acute  attacks  they 
are  liable  to  become  so  thickened  and  enlarged 
that  great  discomfort  is  experienced,  in  which 
case  an  operation  is  required.  External  piles 
I  either  cut  off  with  a  pair  ot  scissors  or  ligate, 
in  the  latter  operation  always  adopting  the 
procedure  of  circumscribing  the  base  of 
the  tumor  by  an  incision  through  the  skin, 
thus  making  a  path  for  the  ligature  and  sav- 

ing much  time  and  suffering  in  the  strangula- 
tion of  dense  dermal  tissue. 

Internal  piles  are  more  serious,  and  in  their 
treatment  great  care  should  be  observed  in 
regulation  of  the  diet,  bowels,  occupation  and 
habit.  Hemorrhage  may  be  controlled  when 
severe  by  the  injection  of  Monsel's  solution — 
the  liq.  ferri  subsulph.,  diluted  with  two  or 
three  parts  of  water  ;  solution  of  tannin  or 
or  alum  in  the  strength  of  ten  or  twenty  grains, 
or  the  compound  gall  ointment  or  supposito- 

ries of  various  astringents  and  anodynes  may 
be  used. 
When  painful  or  irritated,  cold  lead- water 

and  laudanum  gives  great  relief,  as  does  also 
an  injection  of  two  or  three  ounces  of  lime  wa- 

ter. When  the  tumors  protrude  at  each  evac- 
uation the  patient  should  be  careful  not  to  ex- 

pel the  contents  of  his  rectum  too  rapidly,  but 
should  take  a  free  injection  and  then  "  wire- 

draw" his  faces,  so  that  they  may  escape  only 
in  narrow  ribbons.  V 
When  the  piles,  however,  become  very  large 

and  painful,  or  when  they  protrude  to  a  great 
extent  from  the  anus,  or  when  the  hemor- 

rhage debilitates  the  patient,  then  an  opera- 
tion should  be  performed. 
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1    The  excision  of  internal  hemorrhoids  is  at- 
tended with  too  much  dinger  0f  hemorrhage, 

'and  I  always  use  the  ligature  in  preference, 
land  it  is  the  means  which  I  shall  employ  in 
' the  case  of  the  man  before  us,  as  his  tumors 
I  are  nearly  all  of  the  internal  variety. 
'    The  ecrazeur  is, often  used,  but  there  is  some 
risk  of  subsequent  hemorrhage.    An  opera- 

tion quite  frequently  practiced  abroad  consists 
in  strangulating  the  mass  with  a  clamp,  cut- 
'ting  it  away,  and  then  cauterizing  the  pedicle 
Jwith  nitric  acid  or  the  hot  iron.  Excellent 
'results  may  be  obtained  from  this  method 
J    In  operating  with  the  ligature   I  always 
'  direct  the  patient  to  take  a  dose  of  castor  oil 
j  on  the  former  evening,  and  to  wash  out  the 
1  bowel  by  a  full  anema  of  hot  water  just  before 
my  arrival,  so  that  ihe  tumors  may  be  well 

;  forced  down,  and  the  rec  um  emptied.  This 
[  has  been  done  with  the  man  before  us,  and  as 
he  is  now  etheriz  d  I  evert  the  bowel,  and 

'  seizing  one  of  the  masses  with  a  tenaculum, 
make  an  incision  along  iis  in  tegumental  aspect, 

I  and  passing  a  needle,  armed  with  a  double  lig- 
ature, through  its  base,  cut  of!  the  needle  and 

tie  each  half  of  the  tumor  separately  in  the 
'  groove  of  the  incision.    When  the  tumor  is 
'  small  a  single  ligature  may  be  used,  and  can  be 
1  accurately  guided  into  the  incision  by  passing 
1  a  couple  of  pins  through  the  base,  which  pins 
can  be  withdrawn  after  the  mass  is  strangu- 
lated. 

There  are  three  tumors  in  this  man's  case, 
and  we  shall  serve  them  all  in  the  same  man- 

ner. The  practice  of  making  an  incision  into 
the  mass  or  cutting  it  off  after  the  ligature  is 
applied  is  only  productive  of  risk  from  hem- 

orrhage, since  the  ligature  may  be  loosened 
by  the  constant  drain,  while,  moreover,  the 
tension  of  the  distended  and  constricted 
mass  is  just  what  is  needed  to  secure  its 
speedy  death. 

The  tumors  being  now  all  secured  I  return 
these  within  the  sphincter  and  introduce  a 
suppository  containing  two  grains  of  ext.  opii. 
Should  the  pain  be  severe,  a  hypodermic  of 
half  grain  of  morphia  may  be  administered  in 
an  hour,  to  be  followed  by  sufficient  doses  of 
opium  during  the  next  few  days  to  keep  the 
pain  in  subjection  and  prevent  any  action  of 
the  bowels. 

There  may  be  temporary  paralysis  of  the 
bladder  in  females  which  will  require  the  use 
of  the  catheter  for  a  few  days.  The  bowels 
should  be  opened  on  the  fifth  day  by  the  ad- 

ministration of  teaspoonful  doses  of  castor  oil 
until  a  gentle  action  is  secured.  This  may  be 
assisted  by  an  injection,  after  which  the 
bowels  should  be  moved  every  second  day. 
The  ligatures  will  separate  in  from  three  to 
six  days,  leaving  a  raw  surface,  which  will 
heal  kindly.  Should  the  ulceration  prove 

tedious,  however,  weak,  st'mulant  washes  of cupri  sulph.,  gr.ij.  to  the  ounce,  or  a  bougie 
smeared  with  tannici  acid  ointment  may  be 
inserted  every  day.  Great  cleanliness  should 
be  observed  for  a  long  time. 

[The  patient  did  well  and  was  able  to  walk 
about  in  ten  days. — De  F.  W.] 

JEFFERSCXN"  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
Surgical  Clinic  of  Prof,  S.  D.  Gross. 

REPORTED  BY  MR.  FRANK  WOODBERRY. 

Staphyloma  of  the  Cornea  from  External  Injury. 

Case. — Mr.  D.,  a3t.  24  years,  residing  in 
Georgia,  c-i me  to  the  clinic  for  an  operation 
that  would  relieve  him  from  a  painful  and 
troublesome  deformity  of  the  left  eye  caused 
by  an  accidental  blow  from  a  piece  of  wood, 
about  eleven  months  b(  fore.  There  was  a 
conical  staphyloma  of  the  cornea,  which  pro- 

jected between  the  lids  and  prevented  their 
coming  together,  thus  allowing  the  exposed 
surface  to  become  dry  and  opaque,  in  this  way 
impairing  and  finally  destroying  vision.  In 
addition  to  this,  from  want  of  apposition  of 
the  lids,  constant  irritation  was  maintained 
by  particles  of  dust,  which,  by  keeping  up  the 
inflammation,  endangejed  the  sight  of  the 
other  eye  from  sympathetic  iritis. 

The  immediate  cause  of  staphyloma  exists 
in  an  attenuation  of  the  cornea,  which,  being 
unable  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the  aqueous 
humor,  u  forced  befure  it  and  projects  from 
the  anterior  chamber.  Its  growth  is  always 
slow  and  is  sometimes  unaccompanied  by  in- 

flammation. In  this  variety  the  disease  is 
idiopathic  and  generally  affects  both  eyes.  It 
is  probably  due  to  a  hyper-nutrition  of  the 
cornea,  for  which  there  is  no  relief.  In  the 
incipiency  of  the  ordinary  traumatic  inflam- 

matory fo  in,  an  antiphlogistic  course  maybe 
tried  with  benefit.  But  if  the  disease  is  de- 

veloped, excision  of  the  projecting  part  is  the 
proper  treatment. 

[The  operation  was  then  performed.  The 
lids  were  held  apart  and  a  tenaculum  inserted 
into  the  tumor,  which  was  carefully  sliced  off 
with  a  bistoury.  In  doing  this,  only  a  sufficient 
tissue  was  removed  to  allow  the  lids  to  come 
together,  for  if  a  larger  amount  were  taken 
away  the  globe  might  shrink  so  much  as  to  in- 

terfere with  the  use  of  an  artificial  eye.] 
April  6th. — The  removal  of  the  staphyloma 

was  followed  by  such  severe  inflammation  as 
to  require  extirpation  of  the  globe  a  day  or  so 
after  the  operation  in  order  to  preserve  the  re- 

maining eye.  This  was  again  followed  by  in- 
flammation, causing  tumefaction  of  the  cornea 

chemosis,  and  everting  the  lower  lid  (ectro- 
pion). As  the  palpetral  coniuntiva  was 

odematous,  Prof.  Gross  made  three  or  four 
incisions,  the  entire  length,  on  the  same  prin- 

ciple that  a  felon  is  opened,  to  relieve  tension 
and  give  vent  to  the  fluid.  The  eye  was  di- 

rected to  be  touched  with  a  ten-grain  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  the  following  morning.  A 
laxative  diaphoretic  draught  (senna  manges, 
sulphas  and  foniculi  semen)  was  ordered. 
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R.    Pulv.  ipecacuanha  composit,  gr  v. 

Morph'se  sulphar.,  M 
To  be  taken  at  bed-time. 

April  20th. — The  inflammation  had  entirely 
disappeared.  The  ectropion  of  the  lower  lid, 
however,  still  remained.  To  relieve  this  Prof. 
Gross  removed  the  illiptical  piece  of  the  re- 

laxed palpetral  conjunctiva  with  the  scissors, 
and  united  the  edges  of  the  wound  with  a  su- 

ture. The  surface  to  be  lightly  touched  every 
three  or  four  days  with  solid  nitrate  of  silver. 

April  24th. — The  suture  bas  been  rem  ved 
and  the  wound  has  nearly  healed.  There  is  no 
inflammation,  swelling  or  pain  in  the  part. 
His  appetite  is  good,  he  sleeps  well,  and  in  a 
few  da\s  may  return  to  his  home  entirely  re- 
lieved. 

Gangrene  of  Foot  from  a  Bunion. 

Th;s  man,  set.  56  years,  showed  a  tumefied 
foot  from  which  the  great  toe  had  sloughed 
away,  leaving  its  phalanges  and  metatarsal 
bone  protruding  from  an  ulcerated  surface. 
This  extended  over  the  dorsum  from  the  soles 
to  the  instep,  and  from  the  la  t  metatarsal 
bone  to  the  plantar  surface  of  the  internal  as- 

pect of  the  foot.  The  bottom  of  the  ulcer  was 
foul  with  granulations,  and  several  patches 
of  gray  cacoplastic  lymph,  and  discharged  a 
sanious,  offensive  secretion. 

This  trouble  commenced  some  years  previ- 
ous to  his  appearance  at  the  clinic  (Aprjl  10), 

from  a  bunion  over  the  metatarsophalangeal 
joint,  cause  by  the  chafing  and  pressure  of  a 
shoe.  This  finally  became  the  seat  of  inflam- 

mation ;  mortification  followed,  producing 
sphacelous  with  necrosis  of  the  phalanges  and 
metatarsal  bone,  which  are  dead  and  project 
from  the  surface  denuded  of  their  periosteum. 

Prof.  Gross  said  that  amputation  by  Cho- 
part's  operation  would  perhaps  be  the  proper 
treatment  here,  and  may  eventually  be  ne- 

cessary, but  conservative  surgery  requires  us 
to  take  away  no  more  tissue  than  is  absolutely 
necessary,  and  tne  more  of  the  foot  we  can 
save  the  more  useful  it  will  be  to  the  patient. 
[After  administering  chloroform  two  incisions 
were  made,  commencing  at  an  acute  angle 
about  the  middle  of  the  dorsal  surface  of  tue 
metatarsal  bone,  and  carried  forward  ai  d 
united  on  the  under  surface.  Then  the  soft 
parts  were  retracted  and  the  bone  divided 
with  the  bone  forceps.  It  was  found  to  be 
about  an  inch  in  thickness  and  abnormally 
cancellated,  softened  and  vascular  from  the 
effects  of  the  inflammation.]  The  sesamoid 
bones  should  always  be  removed  with  part  of 
the  flexor  tendon,  as  they  interfere  with  luture 
usefulness  and  repair.  The  great  toe  should 
never  be  amputated  at  the  metatarso-phalan- 
geal  articulation,  as  the  large  head  of  the  me-° tatarsal  bone  would  make  an  awkward  and 
inconvenient  prominence,  seriously  inteifenng 
with  the  boot  or  shoe. 

[A  slippery  elm  poultice  was  directed  to  be 
applied  after  the  operation,  and  the  foot  to 

be  kept  in  an  elevated  position.  The  diet  was 
carefully  regulated. 

April  20th. — The  ulcer  is  clean,  covered 
with  healthy  granulations,  and  is  progressing 
fairly  toward  a  cure,  although  it  may  require 
months  to  accomplish  it.  The  patient  has  a 
good  appetite,  sleeps  well,  and  says  his  foot 
is  not  troublesome.   He  appears  pale. 

R.    Tinct.  Ferri.  chlorid.,  gtt.  xxv. 
Thrice  daily. 

This  case  is  still  under  treatment,  and  will 
probably  afford  an  opportunity  for  skin-graft- 

ing.] 

A  Case  of  Adentulous  Neuralgia. 

Geo.  L.,  set.  78  years,  came  to  the  clinic 
complaining  of  an  agonizing  pain  in  the  body 
of  the  lower  jaw,and  limited  to  the  left  side  of 
the  face.  He  had  suffered  from  it  almost  con- 

stantly for  the  preceding  fifteen  years.  When 
he  lay  down  at  night  the  pain  sometimes  dis- 

appeared, but  attacked  him  again,  early  in  the 
morning.  It  existed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
mouth  for  about  ten  years,  then  shifted  to  its 
present  position.  The  pain  was  paroxysmal, 
without  twitchings  of  the  muscles.  While  de- 
scrib  ng  it  he  suffered  so  as  to  be  scarcely 
able  to  speak.  He  had  all  his  teeth  extracted 
years  ago.  Was  otherwise  healthy  and  had 
no  neuralgia  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

This  affection  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  profession  as  a  new  form  of  neuralgia,  by 
Prof.  Gross,  some  years  ago.  In  a  report 
which  he  then  published,  he  collated  and  de- 

scribed a  large  number  of  cases  both  clinical 
and  private,  together  with  his  deductions  as 
regarded  the  pathology  of  the  disease.  He 
found  that  adentulous  subjects  were  liable  to 
a  form  of  neuralgia  caused  by  bony  matter  or 
fibrous  deposit  encroaching  upon  the  nerve 
fibres  in  the  alveolar  process.  After  extrac- 

tion of  the  teeth  the  gum  changes  in  shape 
and  character.  The  alveoli  are  absorbed  and 
the  gum  becomes  so  hard  as  to  be  serviceable 
in  masticating  food.  The  nervous  filaments 
may  be  compressed  by  this  indurated  condi- 

tion or  by  the  periosteum  in  the  dental  canal, 
so  that  the  nerve  fluid  is  interrupted  and  pain 
produced.  The  pathology  of  pain  is  that  the 
action  of  the  nerve  is  interfered  with  at  the 
seat  of  the  lesion.  Pain  in  the  stomach  is 
s  metimes  caused  by  a  cramp  of  the  muscular 
fl  >ers  which,  by  contracting  upon  and  com- 

pressing the  nerve  filaments,  interferes  with 
their  action.  The  nerve  current  cannot  be 
transmitted  in  the  usual  way,  and  explodes  at 
the  part,  producing  the  neuralgia. 

This  form  of  neuralgia,  caused  by  imprison- 
ment of  nervous  tissue,  existed  in  the  patient. 

The  only  way  in  which  the  affection  could  be 
cured  was  by  trephining  the  body  of  the  bone 
near  the  angle,  exposing  and  removing  half 
an  inch  of  the  inferior  dental  nerve.  This 
operation  has  been  performed  in  many  cases, 
and  always  afforded  relief.  Ij  will  be  used  in 
the  present  case  when  he  returns  for  opera- tion.  In  the  meantime 
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Sig. — Every  eight. 

Epulis. 
This  patient  was  a  boy  seven  years  of  age, 

who  had  an  epulis  removed  from  his  lower  jaw 
about  six  months  before.  At  the  time  of  the 
operation,  which  was  performed  by  Prof 
Gross  at  this  clinic,  the  bone  was  denuded  of 
gum  at  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  carefully 
scraped.  A  perfect  cure  has  resulted.  He 
now  exhibits  a  similar  growth  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mouth,  from  the  gum  of  the  upper 
jaw  at  the  site  of  the  second  molar  tooth  ; 
which  was  drawn  two  weeks  before  on  account 
of  the  pain.  The  tumor  is  rather  firm  in  con- 

sistence of  a  higher  color  than  the  surround- 
ing gum,  and  is  very  tender  and  vascular, 

bleeding  to  the  touch. 
This  variety  of  tumor  (epulis)  is  probably  of 

a'sarcomatous  nature,  in  some  cases  malignant, 
rapidly  assuming  the  characteristics  of  epith- 

elial cancer;  in  others  benign,  not  returning 
after  careful  extirpation.  The  epulis  does  not 
originate  in  the  gum,  but  in  a  socket  of  a  tooth, 
generally  one  of  the  molars,  from  which  it 
grows,  causing  the  tooth  to  loosen  and  fa'.l out.  It  need  not  attain  a  great  size  in  order 
to  seriously  interfere  with  mastication  ami 
speech.  If  left  alone  it  finally  ulcerates;  has 
a  constant  discharge;  the  neighboring  lym- 

phatics become  involved,  and  the  system 
becomes  contaminated,  and  finally  succumbs. 
It  is  useless  merely  to  pare  away  this  tumor 
from  the  gum,  as  it  would  inevitably  return. 
The  disease  is  seated  in  the  osseous  structure, 
and  the  only  way  to  relieve  it  is  to  remove 
the  affected  part  of  the  bone,  either  by  scrap- 

ing as  m  caries,  or  by  sawing  out  a  piece  of 
the  jaw.  This  treatment  has  been  found  in 
many  cases  to  be  the  only  one  that  gave  the 
desired  result. 

After  administering  the  anaesthetic,  the 
tumor  and  gum,  at  the  affected  part,  were  re- 

moved with  a  chisel.  The  bone  was  exposed 
and  well  scraped.  The  disease  appeared  to 
be  circumscribed.  The  permanent  tooth  was 
seen  at  the  bottom  of  the  alveolus.  To  check 

the  bleeding, which  wasconsiderable,Monsel's 
solution  was  used  ;  and  a  piece  of  raw  cotton 
wet  with  it,  pressed  into  ard  allowed  to  re- 

main, for  some  time,  in  the  wound.  Prof. 
Gross  considers  this  solution  of  the  subsul- 
phate  of  iron  to  be  the  best  haemostatic.  But 
it  must  be  used  wi  h  care  in  operations  on  trie 
mouth  or  tonsils,  as  it  forms  large  coagula, 
which  might  be  drawn  into  the  larynx  and 
suffocate  the  patient.  This  accident  happened 
to  no  less  a  man  than  Bilroth,  whose  patient, 
at  his  clinic,  drew  into  his  larynx  a  large  clot 
of  blood.  Tte  surgeon  immediately  performed 
tracheotomy,  but  the  patient  nevertheless  died. 

 The  Legislature  of  Kentucky  has  passed 
a  bill  making  opium  eaters  and  devotees  of 
arsenic,  hasheesh,  etc.,  liable  to  inquest, 
guardianship  and  incarceration  in  lunatic 
asylums. 

Medical  Societies. 

PEORIA  CO.  (ILLS.)  MEDICAL  SOCIE- 
TY. 

The  Peoria  Countv  Medical  Society  met  at 
Brimfield,  Ills.,  on  Wednesday  April  3d,  1872. 
The  President,  F.  A.  Warner,  M.  1).  in  the 
chair. 

The  minutes  of  last  regular  meeting  read 
and  approved. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Marsh  having  made  application 
for  membership,  objections  were  made  to  his 
admission  from  the  fact  of  his  having  issued  a 
card,  calling  the  attention  of  the  public  to  his 
proficiency  in  the  science  of  medicine,  and  of- 

fering to  furnish  reference  as  to  his  skill  in 
the  cure  and  alleviation  of  disease;  also  of- 

fering to  show  his  "Diploma"  to  any  and  all 
who  would  avail  themselves  of  an  opportuni- 

ty to  call  on  him  ;  also  stating  tha:  he  did  not 
belong  to  any  school  of  medicine  nor  confine 
himself  to  any  theory,  but  that  the  physician 
who  would  become  a  successful  practitioner 

j  should  be  eclectic  in  tbe  broadest  sense  of 
the  term,  etc.  All  this  was  considered  to  be 
a  direct  violation  of  section  III  Art.  1,  "Code 
of  Ethics"  entitled  "  Duties  of  Physicians  to 
each  other  aud  the  Profession  at  large.  " 

The  doctor  in  his  explanatory  remarks  said 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  violate  the  code, 
neither  did  he  think  h^  was  doing  a  wrong 
when  he  issued  his  card,  but  that  tie  was  will- 

ing to  withdraw  the  same  and  be  governed  by 
the  same  rules  as  were  the  other  membeis  of 
the  Society  if  admitted.  His  remarks  were 
accepted  as  the  outpouring:  of  a  contrite  heart, 
and  upon  a  vote  beina;  taken  he  was  elected. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Will  ,  of  Kickapoo,  having  passed 
the  board  of  censors  was  elected  a  member  of 
trie  Society. 

Foreign  Body  in  the  Eye, 
Dr.  Lambert,  of  Galesburg,  reported  a 

ca-e  of  injury  to  the  eye  that  came  under  his 
care,  where  a  hedze  thorn  had  penetrated 
the  cornea  and  iris,  broken  off  and  remained 
in  the  wound,  one  end  in  the  cornea,  the  other 
sticking  through  the  iris. 

The  doctor  gave  the  Society  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  his  operation  for  the  removal  of  the 

vulnerating  body,  and  subsequent  treatment. 
He  said  that  he  tried  to  grasp  the  external 
end  ol  the  thorn,  but  was  unable  to  do  so  from 
the  fact  that  ic  was  broken  off  close  to  the 
cornea.  He  then  made  an  incision  through 
the  cornea  the  same  as  for  iridectomy,  then  in- 

serted a  pair  of  forceps,  seized  the  tnorn  and 
endeavored  to  push  it  outward  through  the 
original  wound;  failing  in  this  he  pushed  it  in- 

ward so  as  to  detach  the  corneal  end  ;  then 
extracttd  it  through  the  incision.  That  part 
of  the  iris  which  the  thorn  bad  passed  was 
dragged  through  the  incision  before  it  could 
be  detached  from  the  thorn,  and  at  the 

suggestion  of  the  doctor's  brother  was  snap- 



420 
Peri;  cope* 

|  Vol.  xx vi 
ped  off.  The  eye  collapsed  from  the  escape  of 
the  aqueous  humor,  but  shortly  after  became 
filled  with  blood.  A  compress  and  bandage 
was  applied.  Some  five  or  six  hours  thereafter 
the  doctor  examined  the  eye  and  was  sur- 

prised to  find  that  nearly  all  of  the  blood  had 
been  absorbed.  Saw  the  patient  next  morn- 

ing and  found  that  all  of  the  blood  had  disap- 
peared ;  eye  clear;  no  signs  of  iritis',  sight unimpaired. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

H.  Steele,  M.  D.,  "  Committee  on  Practical 
Medicine,"  read  an  able  and  interesting  paper 
on  "Scarlet  Fever."  The  doctor  did  not  en- 

ter into  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  cause  and 
pathology  of  the  disease,  but  confined  himself 
more  particularly  to  the  treatment.  The 
doctor's  treatment  in  eighty-two  cases,  with 
but  one  death,  consisted  in  the  combination 
of  hydro  chloric  acid,  chlorate  potassia,  mu- 
riated  tincture  of  iron,  in  the  acute  stage.  Ice 
to  the  throat  in  the  aogiuose  type.  Advo- 

cates the  use  of  the  cold  bath  and  wet  sheet ; 
deprecates  the  use  of  mercury  in  any  form,  also 
veratrum  viride, antimony  and  aconite,  and  all 
of  a  like  nature.  He  believes  that  the  hydro- 
cnloric  acid  is  antiseptic  and  eliminative  in 
its  effects.  Complications  of  disease  to  be 
treated  according  to  circumstances.  Discon- 

tinues the  use  of  the  acid,  potassa  and  iron 
during  the  stage  of  desquamation  ;  treats  this 
bv  vijarm  baths  and  diaphoretics,  nothing  of  a 
diuretic  nature  to  be  given  during  this  stage, 
especially  of  a  stimulating  character.  Insists 

that  the  kidneys  be  allowed  to  rest.  Recom 
mends  in  the  dangerous  complications  de" 
pending  upon  serous  effusion,  albuminuria 
and  retention  of  morbid  matters  in  the  blood, 
elaterium  carefully  and  cautiously  adminis- 

tered. If  tonics  are  required  subsequently, 
gives  tincture  of  iron,  syrup  iodide  of  iron 
and  cod-liver  oil,  if  tolerated  by  the 
stomach ;  does  not  believe  in  the  prophylactic 
effect  of  belladonna. 
The  treatment  adopted  by  Dr.  Steele  re- 

commends itself  from  this  fact  alone,  that 
during  the  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  that  pre- 

vailed in  Elmwood  and  vicinity  during  the 
winter  of  1869  and  1870,  he  treated  eighty- 
two  cases  with  but  one  death. 

The  committee  on  obstetrics  read  a  paper 
on  the  use  of  the  forceps  in  cases  of  labor. 
The  committee  took  the  position  that  the  in- 

strument was  not  used  often  enough  in  cases 
of  tedious  labor,  and  that  obstetricians  are  in 
the  habit  of  waiting  too  long  before  resorting 
to  them,  thereby  endangering  the  life  of  both 
mother  and  child. 

The  following  named  gentleman  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Society: 

H.  Steele,  M.  D,,  Elmwood  ;  G.L.  Cor- 
coran, M.  D,  Brimfield  ;  L  S.  Lambert, 

M.  D.,  Galesburs  ;  J.  W.  Hensley,  M.  D., 
Yates  City  ;  J.  K.  Secord,  M.  D.,  Elmwood. 
Adjourned  to  meet  at  Yates  City,  111.,  the 

first  Monday  in  July  next. 
F.  F.  Warner,  M.  D.,  President. 

J.  K.  Secord,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Risk1,  of  Certain  External  Applications. 
Edward  B.  Gray,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the 

Kadclilie  Infirmary,  Oxford,  writes  to  the 
Practitioner : 
Piacuce  has  perils  for  the  physician  as  well 

as  the  surgeon.  Probably  the  commonest  of 
these  are  mishaps  wi'h  certain  medicines  and 
medical  appliances  which  one  has  practically 
do  means  of  foreseeing.  The  following  cases 
Bhow  that  the  exercise  of  (what  I  believe 
jwas)  average  care  in  the  use  of  a  certain  class 
pi  remedies  may  yet  be  attended  with  very 
linexpected  and  mischievous  consequences. 
A  nealthy-looking  young  woman  was  re- 

cently under  mv  care  in  the  Radcliffe  Infirm- 
ary for  insufficient  menstruation,  with  some 

degree  of  general  weakness  and  troublesome 
intercostal  neuralgia.  She  had  never  suffered 
from  any  skin  eruption.  As  a  local  applica- 

tion in  such  cases  1  usually  employ  the  em- 
plast.  belladonna? ;  but  in  this  instance,  for  no 

particular  reason,  I  ordered  the  emplast.  cal  - 
faciens.  The  plaster,  about  6  by  4  inches, 
somewhat  relieved  the  pain,  causing  only 
moderate  smarting  and  itching  of  the  skin, 
till  the  eighth  day,  when  so  much  soreness  was 
complained  of  that  the  plaster  was  discon- 

tinued. The  skin  beneath  was  red  and  infil- 
trated, but  not  blistered  nor  exuding.  On  the 

tenth  day  this  erythematous  condition  of  the 
skin  had  spread  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
every  direction  beyond  the  limits  of  the  plas- 

ter. In  addition  to  this,  the  face  and  neck 
were  covered  with  an  abundant  dull  red  rash, 
much  like  that  of  measles  at  its  height ;  and 
both  eyes  were  nearly  closed  from  effusion 
into  the  lids.  Numerous  little  isolated  ery- 

thematous patches  skirted  the  margins  of 
both  seats  of  eruption  (on  face  and  on  side), 
so  that,  although  no  actual  continuity  existed 
between  the  two,  their  anatomical  identity 
and  mutual  relation  were  beyond  doubt. 
Meanwhile — since  the  fifth  day  after  the 

plaster  was  put  on — she  had  had  severe  daily 
frontal  headache,  to  which  was  now  added 
rather   sharp    febrile     disturbance  with 
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diarrhea.  In  three  or  four  more  days  the  in- 
flammation of  the  skin  at  both  places  had  sub- 

sided, but  troublesome  headache  remained  for 
another  fortnight.  Throughout  there  was 
never  any  complaint  or  sign  of  irritation  of 
the  kidneys  or  bladder. 

In  1868  a  young  woman  was  under  my  care 
in  the  Iiadcliffe  infirmary,  in  delicate  health, 
and  with  suspicion  of  incipient  phthisis.  Some 
medium  crepitation  which  had  been  heard  tor 
two  or  three  weeks  at  the  base  of  one  lung, 
after  clearing  up,  left  behind  it  a  chronic  pain 
in  the  side,  for  the  relief  of  which  on  her  leav- 

ing the  Infirmary,  I  ordered  an  emplast.  cale- 
faciens,  5  by  3  inches.  She  had  no  eruption 
about  her  at  the  time,  nor,  as  I  afterward 
learned,  had  she  ever  had  any.  At  the  end 
of  a  week  she  called  to  say  that  44  the  plaster 
had  smarted  a  good  deal,  but  she  thought  it 
was  doing  good  to  the  side."  Under  these circumstances  I  did  not  examine  the  skin  and 
left  the  plaster  on.  Three  days  later  (Dec.  1), 
she  complained  so  much  of  its  smarting  that  i 
was  sent  for  to  see  her,  and  found,  to  my  dis- 

may, that  it  had  completely  blistered  ail  the 
part  it  covered,  and  further,  that  it  had  caused 
considerable  inflammation  of  the  skin  beyond 
its  own  limits.  After  removing  it  I  dressed 
the  raw  surface  with  lint  spread  with  sperma- 

ceti ointment,  hoping  this  would  soon  allay 
the  irritation.  She  was  kept  in  bed,  and  as 
the  sore  suppurated  very  freely,  a  liberal  diet 
was  given  with  moderate  allowance  of  stimu- 

lants. On  Dec.  5  the  sore  discharged  profuse 
greenish  offensive  pus,  and  for  rather  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  she  had  rather  alarm- 

ing symptoms  of  prostration,  viz.,  great  chilli- 
ness, pallor  of  surface,  with  livid  lips  and 

nails,  and  small  thready  pulse.  Next  day, 
slight  reaction  and  a  dusky  erythematous 
rash,  with  much  itching  and  burning  over  face, 
neck,  arms  and  upper  thorax.  Dec.  7  :  High 
fever ;  the  eruption  spreading  and  rapidly  be- 

coming eczematous  ;  numerous  large  vesicular 
pustules  around  the  primary  skin-lesion  at 
the  side.  Dec.  10  :  Th«  whole  upper  half  of 
trunk  covered  with  acute  eczema,  the  exuda- 

tion from  which  was  for  some  days  the  most 
profuse  I  remember  to  have  seen.  At  the 
end  of  about  three  weeks  the  skin  had  got 
quite  clear,  except  the  usual  amount  of  des- 

quamation which  follows  an  acute  eczema, 
and  a  tendency  to  postulation  here  and  there 
about  the  outskirts  of  the  blister.  Throughout 
the  attack  there  was  never  any  symptom  of 
kidney  or  bladder  irritation,  nor  any  fresh 
kindling  of  lung  mischief. 

Ovariotomy  without  Anaesthesia. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Newman,  of  Louisville ,  Ky.,  Pre- 
sident of  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  that  city, 

writes  to  the  GyncecologicalJournal  of  Boston: 
44 1  have  come  lately  to  doubt  the  propriety 

of  administering  chloroform,  or  indeed  any 
other  anaesthetic,  to  prevent  pain  in  the 

operation  of  ovariotomy.  I  do  not  desire, 
unjustly,  to  detract  from  the  credit  due  New 
England  and  Edinburgh ;  but  may  it  not  be 
true  that  the  limit  to  the  benefits  arising  from 
the  discovery  of  anaesthesia  and  chloroform, 
will  stay  its  employment  in  cases  of  ovar> 
otoray.  That  there  is  less  danger  altendiug 
the  employment  of  chloroform  in  obstetrical 
than  in  surgical  practice,  is  a  fact  that  is 
generally  conceded.  The  Gynaecological 
Society  is  already  committed  to  this  fact;  and 
f  this  is  admitted,  may  we  not  advance  a  step 
and  inquire  whether  the  greatest  amount  of 
danger  is  not  to  be  apprehended  fr<  m  its  use 
in  the  operation  of  ovariotomy. 

44 1  am  not  just  now  aole  to  refer  to  the 

meetings,  but  ' I  well  remember  that  the  Ob- stetrical Society  of  London,  and  afterward 
the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston,  had 
under  consideration  the  subject  of  the  use  of 
chloroform  in  ovariotomy.  My  impression  is 
that  the  London  Society  were  engaged  in 
discussing  the  best  means  of  preventing  the 
nausea  and  vomiting  caused  by  chloroform, 
and  that  the  Boston  Society  had  under  consid- 

eration the  best  means  of  reliving  or  curing 
this  sickness.  I  remember  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Bixby,  I  think  it  was,  to  fan  the  patient. 

44 1  do  not  know  if  any  one  has  had  the 
boldness,  since  the  introduction  of  anaesthesia, 
to  perform  ovariotomy  without  rendering  or 
attempting  to  render  the  patient  insensible  ; 
but  I  am  now  disposed  to  ask  why  the  patient 
should  be  subjected  to  this  nausea  and  vomit- 

ing, caused  by  chloroform,  and  I  should 
especially  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  on  this 
subject  at  your  earliest  convenience,  as  I 
propose  in  a  few  days  to  operate  for  the 
removal  of  a  dropisical  ovary  without  an  an- 
aesthetic. 

44  The  operation  cannot  be  a  very  painful 
one.  It  is  a  horrible  one  to  look  upon,  but 
the  patient  need  not  see  it. 

4 •  If  there  is  much  pain  it  must  be  in  the 
first  incision — the  incision  through  the  skin 
of  the  abdomen — and  this  may  be  prevented 
by  a  local  anaesthetic. 

44  You  are  no  doubt  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  the  cases  operated  on  by  Dr.  Eph- 
raim  McDowell,  the  '-father"  of  ovariotomy, 
and  you  were  no  doubt  surprised  to  learn  thas 
his  first  nine  or  ten  cases,  all  operated  ou 
without  an  anaesthetic,  were  all  but  one  or 
two  successful,  and  that  of  the  fatal  cases,  the 
only  one  reported  died,  not  of  shock,  but  of 
peritonitis.  It  is  so  stated  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross, 
in  his  carefully  prepared  Report  to  the  Ken- 

tucky State  Medical  Society,  in  1852.  It  is 
true,  as  it  appears  from  this  report,  that  only 
five  of  the  cases,  viz.,  the  first  five,  were 
reported  by  Dr.  McDowell  himself  ,  and  that 
there  may  be  some  mistake  about  his  remain- 

ing cases.  But  Dr.  Gross,  in  the  report 
above  referred  to,  expr-.sses  his  entire  belief 
in  the  statement  made,  and  I  think  no  one 
can  read  the  report  of  Dr.  Gross,  without 

]  believing  that  Dr.  McDowell  was  as  successful 
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as  is  claimed.  Four  of  the  first  cases  publish- 

ed by  Dr.  McDowell,  to  wit,  the  first  four, 
were  completely  successful  without  chlorofrom, 
the  other  dying  of  peritonitis.  This,  even,  is 
a  success  not  now  equalled  by  the  best  ovario- 
tomists  with  chloroform. 

"  But  there  is  another  part  connected  with 
the  history  of  these  cases  of  Dr.  McDowell's, which  is  important,  and  it  is  that  his  patients 
recovered  in  an  astonishingly  short  space  of 
time.  Dr.  McDowell  says  of  his  first  case  (a 
case  in  which  the  sac  alone  weighed  seven 

pounds  and  the  fluid  fifteen  pounds  more), 1  In 
five  days  I  visited  her  and  much  to  my  aston- 

ishment found  her  making  her  bed.  I  gave 
her  particular  caution  for  the  future,  and  in 
twenty- five  days  she  returned  home  in  good 
health.'  Of  his  third  case  it  was  said  by  Dr. 
Gross  :  '  The  woman  was  well  in  two  weeks, 
though  the  ligature  did  not  come  away  under 
five  weeks.'  Think  of  a  woman  '  making  up 
her  bed '  in  five  days  after  ovariotomy.  I  have 
seen  patients  sick  and  vomiting  from  chloro- 

form for  nearly  as  Ions  a  period.  A  large 
number  of  the  patients  that  die  at  the  present 
day,  I  think  I  may  say  the  majority,  die 
within  the  first  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hour 
after  the  operation.  Not  one  of  Dr.  McDow- 

ells patients  died  within  this  period.  None 
died  of  shock." 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

History  of  Medicine  from  the  Earliest  Ages  to 
the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 

tury ,by  ROBLEY  DUNGLISON,  M  D.,L.L.D. 

etc.,  arranged  and  edited  by  Richard  J.  Dung- 
lison, M.  D.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blak- 

iston,  1872,1  vol.  8vo.  cloth  pages  287.  Price 
$3.00. 

Some  months  ago  we  announced  that  this 
work  was  in  preparation,  and  in  common, 
doubtless  with  many  others,  we  have  looked 
for  its  appearance  with  interest.  It  is,  as  the 
editor  informs  us  in  his  preface,  an  embodi- 

ment of  the  course  of  lectures  delivered  by 
the  late  eminent  author  at  the  University  of 
Virginia,,  during  the  period,  now  many  years 
ago,  when  he  was  Professor  there  and 
Thomas  Jefferson  was  Rector,  we  suppose 
about  1825.  Composed  at  that  period,  of 
course  we  cannot  expect  to  find  either  the  re- 

sults of  the  many  fruitful  investigations  into 
medical  history,  which  have  appeared  during 
the  last  balf  century,  nor  a  retrospect  of 

earlier  theories  from  the  point  of  view  of 
modern  science.  The  blind  evolutions  of  our 
greatest  discoveries  could  not  at  that  time  be 
appreciated  or  estimated. 

Indeed,  the  work  does  not  form  a  history  of 
medical  science,  but  rather  a  history  of  the 

theories  of  medicine — a  very  different  subject — 
such  being  the  evident  object  of  the  writer, 
and  it  is  from  this  aspect  only  that  it  should 
be  judged.  It  is  a  pity  that  he  confined  him- 

self to  such  narrow  limits,  for  of  the  various 

branches  of  history  of  medicines  that  is  un- 
questionably the  mcst  barren.  The  modern 

mind  is  apt  to  be  repelled  by  the  empty 
dreams  of  the  ancient  philosophers,  these 
"  mixtures  of  the  reveries  of  theosophy  with 
medicine  "  as  our  author  calls  them. 
The  great  preponderance  assigned  to  the 

theories  of  antiquity,  often,  it  seems  to  us,  at 
the  expense  of  modern  investigations,  will  be 
remarked.  For  instance,  six  pages  are  devo- 

ted to  the  yiews  of  Empedccles  of  Agrigentum; 
while  the  eminent  Yesalius,  to  whom  even 
Hallam,  in  his  Literature  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
feels  compelled  to  spare  two  pages,  is  disposed 
of  in  less  than  three  lines.  Two  hundred  and 

twelve  pages  are  occupied  in  bringing  the  his- 
tory down  to  the  School  of  Salernum  {circa 

1200).  The  whole  of  the  remaining  time,  to 
the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
is  condensed  into  seventy  pages.  Most  readers 
would  have  been  better  satisfied  if  these  pro- 

portions had  been  reversed. 
We  need  not  point  out  the  altered  views 

now  held  by  leading  medical  historians  on 
Paracelsus,  Van  Helmont,  and  the  Ara- 

bian schools,  as  the  researches  upon  which 
these  views  are  based  had  not  been  made 
when  these  lectures  were  delivered.  All  will 
recognize  the  extensive  reading,  the  facile 
style  and  the  lucid  arrangement  of  his  data, 
for  which  Prof.  Dunglison  was  so  distin- 

guished. The  volume  is  in  short  one  to  be 
read,  admired  and  prized ;  but  we  would  be 
wanting  in  that  candor  which  we  owe  our 
readers,  were  we  to  give  our  unreserved  assent 

to  the  editor's  expressed  belief  that  it  "  will 
supply  the  want  long  felt  by  the  profession, 
of  a  condensed  history  of  the  progress  of 
medicine."  A  history  of  medical  science,  not 
of  medical  theories,  can  alone  supply  this 
want.  Those,  however,  who  wish  a  volume 
explaining  these  theories  clearly  and  ably, 
will  find  this  one  meet  their  wants. 
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8.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  0.,  D.  G.  BRINTON,  M.  D.,  Editors. 
$£f  Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 

Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
News,  etc,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- 
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Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as  re- 
quire original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 

vation, will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

B^"  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

^"Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  ot  coun- 

try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fu  i\>  ot  infor- 
mation that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 

The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  coriespondents. 

FURLOUGH. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  the  under- 
signed has  toiled  in  season  and  out  of  season 

to  supply  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  part  of 
the  literary  wants  of  the  medical  profession 
of  this  country.  To  meet  these  supposed 

wants,  he  has  established — I.  The  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter  (weekly),  2.  The 
Half  Tearly  Compendium  of  Medical 

Science,  3.  The  Physician's  Daily  Pocket 

Record,  and  4.  The  Physician's  Annual. 
These  works  have  all  been  well  received,  but 

a  naturally  strong  constitution  has  partially 

given  way  to  the  labor  and  responsibility  in- 
volved in  establishing  them,  and  the  time  has 

come  to  ask  a  furlough  of  a  few  months  for 
rest  and  recuperation. 

For  more  than  a  year  past,  the  undersigned 
has  tried  to  continue  his  labors,  but  has  never 

entirely  recovered  from  a  severe  attack  of 
illness  which  he  had  early  in  1871,  and  which 

returned  during  the  past  winter,  keeping  him 
from  his  work  a  large  part  of  the  time.  The 

consequence  has  been  considerable  derange- 
ment of  business,  and  great  neglect  of  the 

correspondence  of  the  office.  Scores  of  let- 

ters have  awaited  replies  till  reply  was  use- 

less. This  has  been  very  unpleasant,  but  was 
unavoidable. 

It  would  be  pleasant  to  be  able  to  go  abroad 
to  the  health  resorts  of  the  old  world,  to  dip 
in  the  waters  of  the  Jordan,  or  lave  in  the 
baths  of  the  newly  recovered  famous  Escu- 
lapium  at  Pergamos,  or  breathe  the  mountain 

air  of  Switzerland,  and  the  balmy  air  of  south- 
ern France  or  Italy,  or  visit  the  springs  of 

Germany,  and  other  European  places  of  note. 

But  there  are  healing  fountains  and  "  high 
places"  in  our  own  country,  which,  with  rest, 
and  above  all  the  blessing  of  Providence, 

will,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  accom- 
plish in  a  few  months  all  that  is  necessary  for 

an  entire  restoration  to  health  and  vigor. 
In  the  meantime  the  editoriaPand  business 

affairs  of  the  office  and  the  interests  of  sub- 

scribers will  be  left  in  tried  and  trusty 
hands.  Their  labors  and  responsibilities  will 

be  greatly  lightened  however,  if  the  large 
number  who  have  allowed  bills  to  accumulate 

against  them  will  at  once  discharge  their  ob- 
ligations in  full.  Those  who  have  neglected 

their  duties  to  the  office  during  the  past  months 
of  illness  and  loss  of  time,  have  little  idea  of 

the  aggregate  amount  of  their  indebtedness  \ 
In  conclusion,  the  continued  co-operation, 

good-will  and  material  support  of  all  friends 
of  an  independent,  untrammelled,  practical 

medical  press  is  confidently  looked  fur. 
S.  W.  Butler. 

BUCULINE  VACCINATION. 

This  is  the  fashionable  phrase— we  are  not 

ashamed  to  say  we  have  very  recently  dis- 

covered it — for  vaccination  "  from  the  cow." 
Some  energetic  innovators  insist  that  this  is 
the  only  method  which  ought  to  be  pursued. 
Before  we  discuss  it,  let  us  explain  it.  It  does 
not  mean  the  use  of  virus  which  has  been  ob- 

tained from  vaccinating  a  cow  with  matter 
from  the  human  subject,  but  the  use  of  that 

which  is  obtained  either  from  a  case  of  spon- 
taneous cow-pox,  or  which  has  been  got  by 

successive  inoculations  of  cow-pox  virus  from 
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heifer  to  heifer.  The  transmission  must  fur- 
thermore be  recent. 

Those  who  believe  in  this  as  the  only  plan 
of  vaccination  say  that  humanized  vaccine 

degenerates,  and  contracts  specific  taints.  Dr. 

Gtjstave  Laroix,  who  is  a  most  ardent  ad- 
vocate of  this  doctrine,  in  a  circular  before  us 

makes  the  following  assertion  : 

"  A  very  eminent  physician  of  Philadelphia 
reports  that  in  an  orphan  asylum  under  his 
personal  observation,  out  of  eighty  children 
between  the  ages  of  two  and  five  years,  thirty 
cases  were  attacked  with  small-pox,  and  twen- 

ty proved  fatal,  although  all  the  eighty  had 
been  previously  vaccinated  with  humanized 
vaccine,  and  bore  the  marks  of  its  successful 
inoculation.  Should  we  continue  to  incur  the 
risk  of  such  failures  by  retaining  the  use  of 
humanized  vaccine?  To  renew  and  restore 
the  vaccine  of  the  present  day  is  the  object 
we  should  have  in  view,  and  to  do  this  we 
must  resort  to  the  new  method  known  as  ani- 

mal vaccination." 
We  feel  called  upon  to  say  that  we  know  of 

no  such  instance,  and  we  ask  him  the  name 

©f  the  physician  and  the  institution  referred 
to.  There  must  be  some  inaccuracy  in  the 
statement. 

A  strong  point  is  made  that  no  danger  from 

syphilis  is  incurred. 

"  It  precludes  the  risk  of  transmitting 
syphilis  with  vaccine.  In  a  thesis  on  the  sub- 

ject (of  which  I  have  prepared  an  English 
translation,)  I  have  demonstrated  that,  in  the 
present  state  of  science,  it  is  totally  impossi- 

ble to  give  any  accurate  description  by  which 
to  recognize  in  the  human  vaccine,  on  the 
eighth  and  ninth  days  (the  usual  days  for  col- 

lecting and  transmitting  the  virus  by  ordinary 
vaccination),  whether  or  not  it  partakes  of  a 
syphilitic  character.  Physicians  should  take 
the  lymph  from  the  arm  before  the  eighth 
day,  and  exercise  the  necessary  care  in  the 
performance.  For  after  and  even  on  the 
eighth  day  the  liability  to  mistake  the  true 
character  of  the  eruption  entails  a  grave  re- 

sponsibility.'' 
In  point  of  fact  it  has  been  clearly  demon- 

strated that  the  danger  of  syphilis  in  vaccina- 
tion is  so  exceedingly  remote  that  it  is  practi- 
cally null.   Few  physicians,  even  those  of  the 

[Vol.  xxvi. 
longest  experience,  have  ever  witnessed  a 
single  case.  We  presume  that  it  is  not  more 
common  than  syphilis  transmitted  by  the  use 

of  utensils.  Hence  it  is  unfair,  more  than  un- 
fair, it  is  reprehensible  to  start  ideas  of  this 

kind  in  the  public  mind. 

Let  those  who  will  use  kine-pox,  and  those 
who  choose  advertise  and  sell  it ;  but  let  no 

misrepresentations  or  exaggerated  criticisms  of 

humanized  virus  be  called  in  by  these  specu- 
lators and  seekers  after  novelties.  Medical 

men  have  enough  to  do  to  persuade  the  pub- 
lic to  be  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  in  the 

ordinary  manner ;  and  if  these  gentlemen  go 

to  work  to  preach  and  lecture  that  half  the 

successful  vaccinations  practiced  with  human- 
ized virus  are  worthless,  and  that  many  of 

them  lead  to  an  exposure  to  an  attack  of 

syphilis,  they  have  a  most  grave  charge  to 
answer  for.  For  ourselves,  we  consider  such 

action  little  short  of  criminal,  and  none  the 
less  so  because  it  is  done  in  order  to  secure 

the  sale  of  a  certain  quantity  of  kine  virus  at 

highly  remunerative  rates. 

LOCAL  VARIATIONS  OF  DISEa.SE. 

Among  the  puzzles  in  medical  science — and 

there  are  plenty  of  them — one  of  the  most 

interesting  and  practically  useful  is  the  varia- 
tions of  disease  in  the  same  locality.  Instan- 

ces of  this  are  numerous  and  doubtless  famil- 

iar to  every  one,  but  they  are  not  easily  ac- 
counted for.  In  early  ages,  Rome  on  her 

seven  hills  was  a  salubrious  place,  producing 

men  mighty  of  muscle  and  a  long-lived  race, 
who  went  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer 

until  all  the  known  world  was  brought  a  sup- 

pliant to  her  imperial  feet.  But  now  a  feable 
progeny  inhabits  her  site,  and  the  pestilent  air 

of  the  Campagna  poisons  the  blood  of  her  citi- 
zens and  visitors. 

A  century  ago  Naples  and  the  Madeira 
Islands  were  noted  as  health  resorts,  and  cases 

of  consumption  were  nigh  unknown  among 

the  natives.  Very  different  is  it  now,  for  for- 
eign visitors  and  born  residents  alike  succumb 

Editorial. 
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to  the  fatal  disease.  The  latter  say  it  was 
imported  by  the  outland  invalids,  but  this  is  a 
common  and  easy  way  to  solve  a  problem 
which  does  not  really  admit  any  such  facile 
reply. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  can  point  to  many 
localities  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  where 
practitioners  thirty  years  ago  had  to  combat 

violent  forms  of  remittent  fever  and  conges- 
tive chills,  where  now  such  complaints  never 

occur.  The  same  fact  characterized  the  colo- 

nial history  of  the  Eastern  States.  We  recol- 
lect that  a  person  who  had  given  some  atten- 
tion to  antiquarian  studies  of  the  kind  inform- 

ed us  once  that  a  comparison  of  the  oldest 

burial  memorials  of  Salem,  New  Jersey,  and 
other  early  settlements  along  the  Delaware 

river,  indicates  a  much  greater  fatality  from 

miasmatic  fevers  than  now  prevails.  Some  al- 
lowance in  this  class  of  diseases  is  to  be  made 

for  improved  treatment — we  may  say  a  large 
allowance— but  it  does  not  explain  the  change 
in  full. 

In  fact  the  "  morbid  constitution  "  depends 
upon  a  great  many  factors,  and  we  are  far 
from  understanding  and  appreciating  them  all 
as  yet.  There  are  some  which  we  hardly 
more  than  suspect.  Telluric  causes  we  can 
at  least  guess  at ;  social  ones  we  can  often 
put  our  finger  upon  ;  but  who  can  say  exactly 
what  influences  may  be  exerted  by  cosmical 
changes,  beyond  the  reach  of  chemistry  or 

physics  ?  The  idea  of  some  that  the  progress 
of  the  solar  system  may  at  times  bring  us 
within  the  maleficent  exhalations  of  bodies 

foreign  to  our  system,  or  that  certain  porions 

of  the  earth  may  suffer  from  "  a  pestilent  con- 
gregation of  vapors  "  of  non-telluric  origin ,  is 

not  wholly  ridiculous.  An  attentive  study  of 

the  changes  of  the  prevalent  diseases  in  defi- 
nite localities  is  the  first  step  toward  a  settle- 

ment of  such  questions. 

OCT*  Will  "  Warren,"  who  has  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  Reporter,  please  communicate 

with  this  office.  His  address  is  lost,  and  we 
have  several  communications  for  him. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

A  Case  of  Malpractice. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  the  Morgue, 

in  this  city,  April  25th,  in  the  case 
of  Maggie  Murray,  who  died  from  the 
effects  of  malpractice  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Rob- 

ert Hitchcock,  of  No.  1102  Spring  Garden 
street.  The  jury,  after  deliberating  but  a 
short  time,  rendered  the  following  verdict  : 
"  That  death  was  caused  by  violence — mal- 

practice— at  the  hands  of  Dr.  Robert  Hitch- 
cock, on  Monday  afternoon,  April  22,  1872, 

death  ensuing  on  Wednesday,  April  24, 1872." 
The  defendant  was  committed  to  prison.  / 

Death  of  Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  of  Detroit. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  learn  of  the  death  of 
this  eminent  member  of  the  profession,  who 
died  at  his  house  in  Detroit,  on  the  5th  of 
April,  at  the  advanced  age  of  75.  Dr.  Pitcher 
was  a  man  who  stood  high  in  his  profession, 
and  whose  loss  will  be  felt  by  his  associates. 
The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the 
profession  in  Detroit. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  pro- 
found grief  of  the  death  of  that  great  and  good 

man,  our  distinguished  fellow-citizen  and  late 
associate ,  companion,  friend  and  counselor, 
Dr.  Zina  Pitcker. 

Resolved,  That  the  medical  profession,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  a  pillar  and  an  orna- 

ment, have  thus  sustained  an  irreparable  loss 
Resolved,  That  this  city  and  the  State  of 

Michigan,  have  been  deprived  of  one  of  their 
oldest,  truest  and  best  public  servants. 

Resolved,  That  in  token  of  our  love  for  the 
man,  our  high  appreciation  of  his  personal 
probity  and  the  preat  good  to  society  at  large 
which  his  life  has  fulfilled,  we  will  attend  his 
funeral  in  a  body  as  mourners. 

Just  Santences. 

The  Lehigh  County  (Pa.,)  Medical  Society 
has  expelled  Dr.  H  S.  Clemens,  he  having 
been  found  guilty  of  advertising  to  cure  radi- 

cally all  diseases  by  means  of  a  secret  remedy, 
publishing  cases,  etc.  His  method  was  thn 
inhalation  of  a  gas  or  vapor.  We  have  read 
one  of  his  circulars,  and  nothing  more  is  want- 

ing to  prove  the  justice  of  his  expulsion.  In 
fact,  such  empirics  as  he,  who  put  forth  un- 

founded claims  of  this  kind,  expose  them- 
selves to  a  criminal  indictment  for  obtaining 

money  uuder  false  pretenses.  We  are  indebt- 
ed to  Dr.  P.  L.  Reichard,  recording  secre- 

tary of  the  above  society,  for  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  case. 

Dr.  Barnes,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  was  recent- 
ly expelled  from  the  Medical  Society  of 

that  city  for  similar  practices,  and  in  a  St. 
Joseph  paper,  a  present  member,  of  tnafc 
society  has  advertisements  which  ought  to 
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rule  him  out  of  the  profession,  and  prevent 
any  honorable  physician  from  consulting  with him. 

The  Toner  Lectures. 

The  trustees  of  "  The  Toner  Lectures  "  met 
on  Thursday  evening  the  18th  ult.,  and  form- 

ally accepted  the  trust  aad  assumed  tbe  man- 
agement of  the  fund  conveyed  by  Dr.  Toker 

for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  defraying  the 
expenses  of  two  or  more  annual  memoirs  or 
lectures  on  medical  subjects  "  containing  new 
facts  fully  established  by  experiment  or  obser- 

vation," to  which  reference  has  heretofore 
been  made  in  the  Reporter.  To  give  effect 
to  the  trust,  the  trustees  organized  themselves 
inco  a  board,  of  which  they  elected  Prof. 
Joseph  Henry  president,  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  adopted  rules 
and  regulations  for  its  government.  The  trus- 

tees are,  therefore,  now  ready  to  receive  com- 
munications or  letters  relative  to  the  pro- 

duction of  memoirs,  under  the  auspices  of  this 
trust,  from  physicians  and  scientists  engaged 
in  original  investigations,  the  dissemination 
of  which  is  calculated  to  advance  medical 
science. 

The  Health  Board  of  Cincinnati* 

Some  of  the  papers  of  Cincinnati  accuse  the 
Board  of  Health  of  that  city  of  an  undue  de- 

sire to  dispense  drugs,  and  to  get  them  from 
the  stores  of  two  of  its  members  who  deals 
in  the  articles.  It  is  bad  enough  to  have  to 
take  medicine  because  one  is  sick;  but  to 
take  it  for  the  bene  fit  of  another  man's  pocket 
is  hard  indeed,  and  a  strait  that  we  hope  even 
paupers  are  not  driven  to. 

The  Cholera. 
The  energetic  endeavors  of  the  Sultan  of 

Turkey  have  very  greatly  limited  the  spread 
of  the  cholera  by  the  annual  Mahomedan  pil- 

grimage. So  far  the  latest  advices  are  reas- 
suring, and  if  equal  care  is  continued  the  pes- 
tilence will  be  checked  at  least'  in  its  south- 
eastern path  to  Europe. 

WORDS  OF  ENCOURAGEMENT. 

Dr.  R.  F.,  Miss.,  -writes :  "lam  more  than  pleased  with 
your  journals— Reporter,  Half  Yearly  Compendium 
and  Pocket  Record,  and  think  them  tar  in  advance  of 
any  other  Journals,  particularly  for  the  country  practi- 
tioner." 

QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 

Dr.  E  L.  D.,  Texas— The  best  Lithotrite  costs  $35.— Sir 
Henry  Thompson's. 

[Vol.  xxvi Dr.  J.  H.  F,  Wy.  Ter.—Tiie  N.  Y.  Medical  Gazette  sus 
pended  publicatisn  nearly  a  year  ago.  It  has  recently 
been  announced  that  it  would  soon  be  revived. 

OBITUARY, 

EX-GOV.  GEO.  F.  FORT,  M.  D. 
Ex  Gov.  Geo.  F.  Fort,  M.  D.,  of  New-Jersey,  died  at 

his  residence,  New-Eaypt,  April  221.  He  was  born  in BurtiDgton  county,  in  that  State,  in  1809,  and  practiced 
medicine  in  Burlington  and  Monmouth  eountus  for  a 
longtime. 

In  1844  Dr,  Fort  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention.  In  tbe  sam«  yr-ar  he  was  elected to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  in  1845  he  was  elected 

State  Senator  for  three  years.  While  a  member  of  the 
House  ani  Senite  he  served  on  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
an  i  was  honored  f>r  sagacity,  -pr  idence,  judgment  and 
discrimination  In  September,  1850,  he  was  nominated 
for  Governor  by  oae  of  the  most  enthusias'ic  conventions ever  heM  in  Trenton,  and  in  November  was  elected.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  he  retired,  leading  be- 

hind a  record  honorable  to  himself  He  was  subs  quent- 
ly  appointed  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Errora  and  Appeals, 
which  office  he  held  for  the  full  term.  Since  retiring  from 
this  position  he  has  held.no  public  office. 
Dr.  Fort  never  entirely  abandoned  the  duties  of  his 

profession  He  was  respected  and  beloved  as  a  physi- cian. 

MARRIAGES. 

Eickock— Dean,  (Underwood)— In  Wells  River,  Ver- 
mont, April  10th.  by  Rev.  Wdliam  S.  Palmer,  Dr.  Horace 

D.  Hickockand  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Dean,  daughter  of  the  Hon, 
Abel  Unde  wood,  both  of  Wells  River. 

Jan  sen — Stejn. — On  the  2d  of  May,  by  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Crowell,  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Jansen  and  Miss  Emma  E.  Stein, 
both  of  Philadelphia. 
Mandeville—  Dowler. — -April,  2,  at  the  residence  of  the 

bride's  mother.  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Mandevih'e  and  Alice,  daugh- ter of  the  late  Dr.  M.  M  Dowler— all  of  New  Orleans. 
RiGGs— Bates — At  Malone,  N.  Y..  April  nth,  bv  Rev. 

C.  H.  A.  Buckley,  Rev.  Herman  tL  Riggs,  of  Rutherford 
Pa  k,  N.  J.,  and  Miss  Agnes  E.  Bates,  daughter  of  S.  P. 
Bates,  M.  D.,  of  Malone,  N.  Y. 
Weisss — Suydam — In  New  York,  April,  30,  at  Calvary- Church,  by  Rev.  Henry  Y.Satterlee,  assisted  by  Rev.  Dr.  E. 

A.  Washburn,  Faneuil  Dunkin  Wei^se,  M.  D.,  and  Mary 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Suydam,  Esq.,  all  of  that city. 

DEATHS. 

Albers  —  In  New  Orleans,  April  11th,  1872,  after  a 
short  illness.  Dr.  F.  B.  Albers,  aged  48  years 
Barker.— At  Morristown,  N.  J.,  April  20,  George  F., 

only  child  nfDr  P.  C.  and  Anna  E.  Barker,  aged  5  years 
and  ̂ months. 
Betterly.— Suddenly  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  April  7th, 

Alexander  Rea,  s  .n  of  Dr.  E.  L.  and  Matilda  Betterly  aged, 9  months  and  3  weeks. 
Couden.— At  Louisville,  Ky.,  April  22d,  Geo.  W.,  onlv 

child  of  Dr.  W.  C.  and  Emma  Couien,  aged  4  months. 
Fort.— At  ̂ ew  Egvpt,  N.  J.,  April  22d  in  his  63d  year, 

Dr.  George  F.  Fort,  Ex-  Governor  of  New  Jerrey. 
Harlan.— On  the  morning  of  the  3d  inst.,  At  Burling- 

ton, N.  J.,  Margaret  H.  Harlan,  wife  of  the  late  Dr.  Rich- ard Harlan,  aged  71  years. 
Lounsberry.— At  Bedford,  Westchester  county,  New 

York,  April  26,  S.  Stephen  Lounsberry,  M.  D.,  aged  34 

years. 
Pugh — Of  consumption,  April  14th,  1872,  Mrs  Rebecca 

E.  ,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Pugh,  in  the  38th  year  of  her  age. 
Rogers. — At  his  residence,  No.  1919,  East  Front  street, 

Cincinnati,  of  pneumonia,  Dr.  L.  M.  Rogers,  in  the  50th 
year  of  his  age. 
Schilling.— In  New  York,  April  25,  E.  Schilling,  M.  D., 

aged  62  years  and  4  months. 
Shackelford —In  Thomaston,  Maine,  April  29th,  Dr. A.  T.  Shackelford. 
Taylor  —In  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  April  20th,  Dr.  John  C. 

Taylor. Wilbur. — In  Brooklyn,  April  30th,  Arthur  P.,  only  son of  Dr.  J.  G.  and  Martha  E.  Wilbur,  aged  14  years  and  8 months. 

Notes  and  Comments, 



WILLIAM  AUTENRIETH, 

NO.  71  WEST  SIXTH  STREET, 
Between  Walnut  and  Vine, 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO, 

MANUFACTURER  OF  AND  DEALER  IN 

SURGICAL  AND  0RTH0PQ5DIGAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTERS,  TRUSSES, 

Club-foot  Shoes,  Spinal  Apparatas,  eto. 
Keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  full  variety  of  Metallic  and 

Rubber  Syringes,  Stomach  Pumps,  etc.  Stockings  for  Vari- 
cose Veins. 

Special  attention  given  to  the  fitting  of  Apparatus  for  De- 
formities. 

4®-  Agent  for  Dr.  L.  A.  BABCOCK'S 
SILVER  UTERINE  SUPPORTER, 

DR.  AHL'S  POROUS  FELT  SPLI.XTTS, ALSO, 

DAY'S  SPLINTS; 
AND 

S.  W.  ELLIOTT'S  SADDLE-BAGS. 

Detroit  Medical  College. 
SESSION  OF  1872-73. 

FACULTY: 

EDW.  W.  JENKS,  M.  D.,  President,  Medical  and  Surgical 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Clinical  Gynaecology. 

THEO,  A.  McGR  AW,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

GEO.  P.  ANDREWS,  M.  D.,   Principles  and  Practice  of Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 
C.  B.  GILBERT,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, and  Clinical  Medicine. 
JAS.  F.  NOYES,  M.  D  ,  Ophthalmology  and  Aural  Surgery. , 
N.  W.  WEBBER,  M.  D.,  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. RICHARD  INGLIS,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics. 
Hon.  HENRY  P,.  BROWN,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
ALBERT  B.  LYONS,  M  L>..  Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 
WM.  H.  LATBROP,  M.  D.,  Diseases  of  Mind  and  Brain. 
LEARTUS  CONNOR,  M.  D.,  Physiology  and  Microscopical Anatomy. 
H.  O.  WALKER,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and Lecturer  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  preliminary  and  regular  sessions  of  this  Institute 
will  hereafter  be  held  in  Autumn  and  Winter.  Prelimi- 

nary term,  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September. 
The  reiular  term  wi*l  open  on  first  Wednesday  of  October ana  ontinue  five  months.  The  Fees  are  as  follows : 
Matriculation  fee,  -----_-<$  5.00 
Hospital  fees,  -      -      -      .  q'qq Lecture  fees  for  first  and  second  course  students,  50.00 

"      "    third  course  students,    -  25.00 Graduation  fee,      -      -  25.00 
J3^"Daily  Clinical  instruction. For  Catalogue,  or  fuither  information,  addrpss 

Dr.  THEODORE  McGRAW,  fcECRETARy, 
783-819   545  Jefferson  Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 

gNOWDEN  &  BROTHER, 
Late  Wiegand  &  Snowdkn, 

Established  821. 
MANUFACTURERS  AND  IMPORTERS  OF 

SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
medical  saddle-bags, 

Trusses,  Druggists'  Sundries,  &c,  Sc. 
No.  23  South  Eiglitn  Street, 
63«  PHILADELPHIA. 

NO  W  READY. 

CONSUMPTION! 

Its  Pathology  and  Treatment, 

BY 

WILLIAM  MINOR  LOGAN,  M.  D„ 

OF 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

12mo.,  90  pages— on  toned  paper,  neatly  bound.  Price, $1.00.   Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 
To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol. 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which— that  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  [exhausting  the  edition  In 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries  for 
it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 

LONG  ISLAND  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. — TERM  1872. FACULTY: 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Corydon  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Edw.  S.  Dunster,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 

Children. 
Geo.  W.  Plympton,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- cology. 

Alex.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  of  Women,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics. 

Jarvis  S.  Wight,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Medica  and  Thera- 

peutics. Alpheus  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Henry  S.  Cheever,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Micro- 

scopic Anatomy. Geo.  K.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
J.  S.  Prout,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
Arthur  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the Ear. 
The  next  Annual  Session  will  commence  MARCH  5, 1872, 

and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  Reading  Term  will  com- mence OCTOBER  4, 1871,  and  continue  five  months. 
Fees  for  the  full  course,  $100;  Matriculation,  $5 ;  Gradua- 

tion, $25.  Clinical  instruction  is  given  daily.  Ample  provision 
for  Dissection,   For  Circulars,  apply  to 
760-811]  JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

NOW  BEADY. 

Cancer :  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W.  BRIGHT,  M.  D., 
OF  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 
Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 

and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 
views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  ligh  t 

of  the  most  recent  researches,  and  adls  his  own  views  and 
observations,  together  with  his  practical  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  Price,  $2.00,  sent  by  mail,  postage 
paid.  S.  W.  BUTLER, 115  South  Seventh  St., '.Philadelphia, 



CHARLES  BULLOCK,    EDMUND  A.  CRENSHAW,     SILVESTER  J.  BAKER 

4 

65 

ES a? 

8 

s 

I 

3 

SN9528.L 
BULLOCK  &  CRENSHAW 

00 
W 

O 
R <1 

OS 

s 
p 

Eri 

<} 

O 
O 
« 

£> 
CO 

■Si 

i 
6 

I 

8 

I 

C7t 

SO OD 
► 

o 
W 

H 

H 
W 

g 

I 

K 
H 
P 

8 
w 

H 
H 

> 

p 

CO 

CO 
W 
ft 

8 

I 

I 

1 

A. 

Physicians  can  rely  upon  onr  Mannfactnre  with  Confidence. 

Price  Lists,  with  full  Kecipes,  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal  Druggists 

throughout  the  United  States. 

WE  OFFER  TO  PHYSICIANS  A  LARGE  AND  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  STOCK  OF 

PURE  DRUGS,  CHEMICALS  AND  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

INCLUDING  ALL  THE 

KEW  REMEDIES. ALSO, 

Surgical  Instruments,  Saddle  Bags,  Medicine  Chesta  and  Pocket 
Cases  in  Great  Variety. 

FRESH  AND  RELIABLE  VACCINE  VIRUS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND;   SENT  BY  KAIL  AT 

$1.50  PEE  CRUST. 
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VALENTINE'S  PREPARATION 

Meat  Juice., 
THE  GERM  OF  LIFE,  OR  NUTRITIVE  PRINCIPLE; 
The  result  of  an  original  process  of  preparing  meat  and 

extracting  its  juices,  by  which  the  elements  of  nutrition— 
the  Germs  of  Life— are  obtained  in  a  state  ready  for  im- mediate absorption. 
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CASE  OF  PROFUSE  AND  PERSISTENT 
UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE  TREAT- 

ED SUCCESSFULLY  BY  LOCAL 
APPLICATION  TO  THE  CER- 

Vl± 
By  J.  K.  Miller,  M.  D., 

Of  Berlin,  Pa. 

My  object  in  reporting  the  following  for 
your  valuable  journal,  is  not  with  the  view  of 
claiming  anything  new  or  remarkable,  either 
in  pathology  or  therapeutics,  but  simply  to 
point  out  the  vital  importance  of  thoroughly 
investigating  the  uterine  organs,  in  all  cases 
of  obstinate  menorrhagia,  by  all  the  means 
which  this  age  of  scientific  research  has  placed 
in  our  hands,  before  forming  definite  diagnos- 

tic conclusions.  This  thorough  and  systematic 
examination  becomes  the  more  palpable,  if 
we  remember  the  various  circumstances  and 
conditions  which,  frequently  occasion  the  form 
of  disease  under  consideration.  I  need  not 
now  stop  to  detail  the  various  manipulations 
necessary  to  a  critical  examination  of  the 
uterus  and  its  surrounding  structures,  but  give 
you  the  facts  in  the  case,  which  in  my  humble 
judgment  most  conclusively  prove  that 
diseases  affecting  the  uterus — which  prove 
obstinate  to  ordinary  remedies — exist  in  fact, 
and  not  only  in  the  morbid  imaginations  of  a 
certain  class  of  physicians,  as  some  old  fogies, 
who  ridicule  their  better  informed  brethren 
and  ignore  the  most  vital  facts  in  the  science 
o  f  gynaecology,  would  be  pleased  to  have  it. 

In  May,  1870, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  O., 
set.  39  years;  mother  of  ten  children,  the 
youngest  three  years  old.  The  following  facts 
relating  to  the  history  of  the  case  I  elicited 

from  the  husband.  Three  months  prior  to  my 
visit,  Mrs.  O.  was  suddenly,  and  without  any 
premonitory  symptoms,  taken  with  profuse 
flooding,  while  on  her  return  from  a  visit  to  a 
neighbor's  house.  By  perseverance  and  the 
assistance  of  her  companion,  she  finally 
reached  her  home,  completely  exhausted. 
The  physician  who  was  immediately  sum- 

moned pronounced  the  case  one  of  abortion ? 
and  took  it  under  his  professional  care.  In 
what  his  treatment  consisted  I  was  unable  to 
ascertain.  His  prognosis,  however,  was  to  the 
effect  that  a  few  days  in  bed,  with  the  medicine 
he  was  prescribing,  would  rectify  matters.  This 
favorable  termination  of  the  case  was  predicted 
with  much  assurance,  and  without  as  much 
even  as  a  digital  examination  of  the  organ  im- 

plicated. The  result  was  a  signal  failure,  and 
his  early  and  final  discharge  from  the  family- 
She  now  began  to  pass  out  of  the  hands  of  one 

physician  into  those  of  another,  without  de- 
riving any  permanent  benefit  whatever,  fre- 

quently not  even  obtaining  temporary  relief 
The  whole  list  of  remedies  usually  denomi. 

nated  haemostatics  was  exhausted,  and  so  was 
the  patient.  In  the  intermenstrual  period  the 
flow  had  somewhat  diminished  5  while  at  the 

regular  menstrual  epoch,  or  upon  the  least  ex- 
ertion, as  much  as  turning  in  the  bed,  the  loss 

always  became  alaimingly  profuse.  Upon 
further  investigation  I  ascertained  that  none 
of  her  former  attendants  had  made  any  ex- 

amination of  the  uterus,  not  as  much  even  as 

suggested  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  such  a 

proceeding;  their  treatment  consisting  ex- 
clusively of  constitutional  remedies,  so  called. 

After  I  had  elicited  this  fact,  I  felt  encouraged 
in  the  hope  of  relieving  this  good  woman,  by 

going  to  the  fountain  of  her  troubles,  which  in 
my  judgment  could  only  be  accomplished  by 427 
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a  thorough  digital  and  instrumental  examina- 

tion of  all  the  uterine  organs.  Before  detail- 
ing the  result  of  such  examination,  I  will  give  a 

few  of  the  most  prominent  general  symptoms, 
sufficient,  I  think,  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  most  superficial  observer  to  the  proper 
organ.  Her  general  appearance  indicated  the 
existence  of  grave  and  long-continued  disease* 
She  was  emaciated,  anaemic  and  hysterical. 

She  complained  of  indigestion,  nausea  and 
anorexia;  of  obstinate  constipation  of  the 
bowels,  and  whenever  cathartics  were  ad- 

ministered, pain  of  a  sickening  character 
always  attended  their  evacuation.  Headache 
of  the  most  aggravated  character,  depriving 
her  of  rest  both  by  day  and  by  night,  was  a 
constant  and  extremely  annoying  symptom. 
Pain  in  the  lumbo-sacral  region,  radiating 

from  thence  into  the  ovarian,  or  shooting 
along  the  great  sciatic  into  the  extremities, 
and  a  peculiar  expulsive  pain  within  the 
pelvis.  But  on  this  point  her  own  language  is 
most  conclusive  :  She  said :  "  I  have  been  in 
labor  pain  these  thirteen  weeks,  yet  nothing 
passes  but  blood."  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  important  in  a  diagnostic  point  of  view 
than  this  characteristic  sensation,  so  well  ex- 

pressed by  the  patient.  Prominent  and  char- 
acteristic as  the  foregoing  symptoms  were, 

especially  the  pain,  the  most  obvious  was  the 
loss  of  blood.  This  had  become  so  profuse 
the  day  before  my  visit  as  to  force  a  tampon 
out  of  the  vagina,  which  I  suppose,  however, 
was  very  inefficiently  introduced,  as  it  was 
done  by  a  member  of  the  family.  After  ex- 

amining the  case  carefully,  and  analyzing  alj 
the  symptoms,  I  concluded  that  some  inflam- 

matory disease  of  the  uterus,  unrecognized 
and  unmolested  by  her  former  attendants,  was 
at  the  root  of  her  troubles.  I  informed  the 
patient  and  her  friends  accordingly,  and  pro- 

ceeded to  explain  the  importance  of  institu- 
l.ing  an  examination  of  the  uterus,  in  order  to 
verify  my  diagnosis  by  ocular  demonstration. 
To  this  procedure  the  patient  readily  con- 
sented. 
Upon  a  digital  examination  I  found  the 

uterus  prolapsed,  the  body  enlarged  and  ex- 
quisitely tender  to  the  touch;  the  cervix 

hypertrophied  ;  the  os  open  sufficient  to  admit 
the  index  finger  to  the  second  phalanx.  The 
intervaginal  portion  of  the  cervix  was  soft  and 
spongy  to  the  touch.  On  introducing  the 
speculum  I  bi  ought  the  focus  of  disease  into 
all  view,  in  a  deep  and  angry  looking  ulcer  of 

both  lips,  extending  into  the  open  cervical 
canal  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  from 
which  was  flowing  blood  in  a  continued 
stream.  I  effected  thorough  cleanliness  of  the 

parts  by  copious  injections  of  cold  water,  and 
then  cauterized  the  entire  uleerated  surface 
with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver.  For  the  sake 
of  maintaining  cleanliness,  as  well  as  for  the 
antiphlogistic  and  astringent  properties  of 
cold,  I  ordered  the  cold  water  injections  to  be 
repeated  twice  a  day. 

A  pill  composed  of  the  following  : 
R.    Pil.  hydrarg.,  gr.v. 

Podypbyllin,  gr.1-8.  M. 
was  given  every  third  night,  followed  in  the 
morning  by  a  seidlitz  powder,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  if  necessary,  by  a  warm 
water  enema. 

Good  refreshing  sleep  was  procured  by  the 
following  combination : 

J£.  Potass,  bromid.,  §ss. 
Morph.  sulph.,  gr.j. 
Aqua  cinnam.,  ^iv.  M. 

Sig. — Tablespoonful  in  a  wineglassful  of  water on  retiring. 

As  a  tonic  I  prescribed  the  pill  so  highly  re- 
commended by  Prof.  Biddle  : 

]£.    Quiniss  sulphatis,  gr.ij. 
Ferri  sulphatis,  gr.j. 
Strychnise,  gr.1-60.  M. 

For  one  pill  ter  die. 
One  week  after  the  above  treatment  had 

been  instituted,  the  hemorrhage  was  almost 
entirely  arrested,  and  the  general  condition  of 
the  patient  very  much  improved.  A  solution 
of  the  caustic,  Bij.  to  the  ̂ j.  of  water,  was  sub- 

stituted and  applied  with  a  camel-hair  pencil. 
The  general  treatment  was  continued  with 
but  slight  variation  through  the  whole  course. 

At  the  first  regular  menstrual  epoch,  after 
the  above  treatment  had  been  commenced,  the 
flow  was  rather  profuse,  yet  it  passed  off  in  the 
course  of  a  week  without  one  untoward  symp- 
tom. 
Under  the  influence  of  the  above  treatment 

she  continued  to  progress  favorably  toward  a 
permanent  cure.  As  the  ulcerated  surface 
cicatrized,  the  local  pains  and  other  prominent 
symptoms  rapidly  subsided.  The  uterus, 
which  was  prolapsed,  enlarged  and  painful, 
resumed  its  normal  relation  in  the  pelvis,  un- 

der the  antiphlogistic  treatment  of  the  cervix. 
Within  six  weeks,  an  extremely  short  period, 
taking  into  consideration  the  extent  of  the 
disease  and  the  debilitated  and  exhausted 
condition  of  the  patient,  I  had  the  extreme 
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pleasure  of  seeing  my  patient  restored  to 
health,  and  with  it  happiness. 

The  favorable  termination  of  this  case,  as 
well  as  others  of  a  similar  nature  which  I 
might  report,  most  conclusively  prove  to  my 
mind  the  utter  folly  of  endeavoring  to  cure 
diseases  dependent  upon  a  local  cause,  by  gen- 

eral remedies  alone. 

Hospital  Reports. 

PHILADELPHIA  ORTHOPGEDIC  HOS- 
PITAL AND  INFIRMARY  FOR 

NERVOUS  DISEASES. 

1701  Summer  St.,  Philadelphia- 
Service  of  Dra.  Morton  and  Goodman. 

[REPORTED  BY  DAVID  DAVIDSON,  M.  D.,  RESI- 
DENT SURGEON.] 

Double  Talipes  Equino- Varus. 

Case  Ij — Mary  Mabon,  est.  12,  from  West 
Chester,  Pa.,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital 
with  double  club-foot  of  the  equino-varus  va- 

riety. No  family  history  of  any  deformity 
couid  be  traced.  The  child  presented  the 
symptom  of  deformity  when  two  years  old  ; 
the  deformity  has  gradually  increased.  The 
tarsus  was  much  arched  and  rigid.  The  plan- 

tar facia  was  found  to  be  contracted,  while 
the  tendo- Achilles  was,  with  the  least  flexion 
of  the  foot,  extremely  rigid  and  unyielding. 

January  18, 1872,  child  was  etherized,  and  a 
free  division  of  the  plantar  facia  and  tendo- 
Achilles  was  affected  in  each  foot.  The  tendo- 
Achilles  being  divided  about  three  quarters  of 
an  inch  above  its  insertion,  the  feet  were  then 
placed  in  the  stretcher  (See  Fig.  I),  and  by  this 

means  the  tarsus  was  brought  into  a  normal 
shape.  The  ordinary  club-foot  apparatus 
(see  Fig.  2)  was  then  applied. 

May  4.  Patient  returned  to  hospital,  and 
the  feet  were  found  to  be  perfect.  To  con- 

tinue wearing  the  braces. 

Spasmodic  Talipes  "Valgus,  the  Result  of  Rheu- matism, Cured,  by  Division  of  Peroni  and 
Extensor  Longus  Digitorum  Tendons. 

Case  II.— J.  M.  D.,  set.  16,  applied  at  the 
hospital  August  11. 1871.  Marked  deformity 
of  the  valyus  of  left  foot,  and  constant  pain 
along  the  course  of  the  peroni  and  extensor 
longus  digitorum  muscles,  much  aggravated  by 
extension. 
Had  suffered  from  rheumatism  for  three 

winters  in  left  knee  and  shoulder.  General 
appearance  healthy.  Stated  that  the  defor- 

mity had  been  increasing  since  the  first  attack 
of  rheumatism.  Foot  could  not  be  brought  to 
its  normal  position  on  account  of  the  contrac- 

tion of  perone  and  extensor  longus  digitorum 
tendons.  Any  attempt  at  extension  caused 
unbearable  pain. 

August  22, 1871.  Under  the  influence  of 
ether  as  an  anaesthetic,  all  symptoms  of  con- 

traction of  the  tendons  disappeared  and  the 
advisability  of  operation  was  thought  to  be 
doubtful.  On  partially  recovering  from  the 
effects  of  the  ether,  the  contraction  returned, 
which  decided  the  operation.  Dr.  Goodman 
divided  first,  the  peroni  tendons  about  an  inch 
above  the  external  maleolus,  and  then  the 
extensor  longus  digitorum  and  peroneius  tertius 
over  the  tibio-tarsal  articulation.  The  opera- 

tion was  rendered  difficult  by  the  flacidity  of 
the  tendons,  which  was  partially  overcome  by 
forced  inversion  and  extension  of  the  foot  by 
an  assistant.  All  pain  was  relieved  by  the 
operation.  Patient  was  able  to  walk  on  the 
third  day ;  remained  in  the  hospital  two  weeks, 
after  which  returned  weekly  to  Dr.  Goodman's clinics  in  order  to  have  his  foot  manipulated. 
The  apparatus  used  was  Kolbe's  walking- shoe  for  valgus,  only  differing  from  Fig.  2  by 
having  support  for  plantar  arch.  The  pa- 

tient appeared  at  clinic  April  2, 1872.  Never 
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of  foot  perfect ;  with  the  exception  of  slight 
flatness  of  foot  and  prominence  oscaphoid  bone 
can  be  considered  a  perfect  cure  ;  still  wears 
apparatus. 

Congenital  Hare-lip. 

Case  III.— April  1, 1872,  Sallie  II.,  colored, 
set.  45,  presented  herself  with  a  marked  con- 

genital deformity  of  the  lip.  The  fissure  ex- 
tending far  up  into  the  nose  on  the  right  side, 

the  fissure  of  the  lower  border  being  an  inch 
and  a  quarter  in  width. 

After  etherization,  the  edges  were  freely- 
freshened,  and  an  angular  portion  excised 
from  each  extremity  of  the  lip.  Four  pins 
were  introduced,  accurately  approximating 
the  raw  surface.  On  the  fifth  day  the  pins 
were  removed,  and  union  was  found  to  be 
complete.  The  surface  touched  with  twenty- 
grain  solution  of  nit.  silver. 

Discharge  cured.  No  trace  of  deformity  is 
remaining. 
Sciatica,  Resulting  from  Lodgmeat  of  Minnij 

Ba.l  in  Left  Buttock  over  Sciatic  Nerve 
—Extraction  and  Recovery. 

Case  IV.— S.  F.  W.,  get.  28,  82d  Pa.  Vols., 
was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor, 
June  3d,  1864. 

While  lying  on  the  ground,  was  struck  by  a 
ball  in  the  left  side  of  the  spine,  over  the 
region  of  the  kidney.  The  ball  passed  over 
to  the  right  side,  then  traveled  downward  and 
lodged  in  the  left  buttock.  The  wound  of  en- 

trance closed  up  in  six  weeks — has  had  pain 
since  then  in  his  back  and  hip,  shooting  down 
the  limb  as  far  as  the  foot — much  increased  at 
times.  Has  had  great  pain  latterly  in  the 
rectum  and  bladder,  with  tenesmus  and  pro- 

trusion of  the  gut ;  symptoms  of  irritability  of 
the  bladder  simulating  stone,  and  general 
prostration  of  the  nervous  system  in  conse- 
quence. 

On  examination,  the  ball  could  resdily  be 
felt  very  deeply  imbedded  in  the  buttock,  and 
lying  immediately  over  the  sciatic  nerve  as  it 
emerges  from  the  pelvis. 

April  26, 1872.  After  etherization,  Dr.  Mor- 
ton, cut  down  upon  it,  and  at  a  depth  of  four 

inches  found  the  ball  tightly  imbedded  and 
lying  immediately  on  the  nerve  itself;  with 
great  difficulty  it  was  removed  from  its  lodg- 

ment; the  wound  was  then  drawn  together  by 
three  silver  sutures. 

April  2Wi.  Silver  sutures  removed;  very 
slight  suppuration  in  the  wound  ;  no  swelling ; 
relief  from  pain  and  convalescent. 
May  6th.   Able  to  walk  about;  no  pain. 

The  IvTew  University  Hospital. 
The  city  has  been  asked  to  give  a  lot  of 

ground  in  West  Philadelphia  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  for  the  erection  of  a  hos- 
pital thereon  in  connec  tion  with  that  institu- 

tion. The  time-honored  edifice  on  South 
Ninth    street    has  given   to  Philadelphia 

and  to  the  nation  some  of  the  most  brilliant 
ornaments  of  the  medical  profession,  and 
doubtless  the  University  will  continue  to  do 
so  in  its  new  location,  and  its  supporters 
think  that  if  it  had  a  hospital  of  its  own  it 
would  be  enabled  to  do  this  all  the  more  cer- 

tainly. The  proposal  is,  that  the  new  hos- 
pital shall  be  erected  on  a  part  of  the  alms- 
house property,  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 

hood of  the  new  University  building,  at  Dar- 
by road  and  Thirty-sixth  street,  where  it  will 

be  convenient  to  the  students  and  where  there 
is  room  for  the  erection  of  the  proper  build- ings. 

A  Nuisance, 

A  correspondent  of  the  JSTe  w  York  Evening 
Post  writes  to  that  journal  complaining  of  a 
heap  of  filth  and  manure,  two  hundred  feet 
long  by  sixteen  feet  wide  and  twenty  feet 
high,  which  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate 
near  one  of  the  markets.  The  nuisance  has 
been  in  existence  for  years,  and  although  the 
attention  of  the  Board  of  Health  has  been  di- 

rected to  it,  nothing  has  been  done.  The 
writer  ends  by  saying/'  All  the  Board  under- stands with  distinctness  and  pro  ptitude 
is  how  to  draw  the  salaries  of  the  members 

for  service  not  rendered." 

Medical  Societies. 

MINUTES  OF   THE  TWENTY-THIRD 
ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  AM  EE. 
ICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION, 
HELD   IN   THE   CITY  OF 
PHILADELPHIA,  MAY  7, 

8,  9,  and  10, 1872. 
The  Association  assembled  at  Horticultural 

Hall,  on  Tuesday,  May  7,  at  11  A.  M.,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  the  president,  Davii> 
W.  Yandei/l,  M.  D.,  of  Kentucky ;  as- 

sisted by  vice  presidents  Thomas  M.  Logan, 
M.  D.,  of  California;  Charles  L.  Ives,  M.  D., 
of  Connecticut;  R.  F.  Michel,  M.  D.,  of  Ala- 

bama, and  J.  K.  Bartlett,  M.  D-,  of  Wiscon- 
sin. The  Permanent  Secretary,  W.  B.  Atkinson, 
M.  D.,  the  Assistant  Secretary,  D  Murray 
Cheston,  M.  D.,  and  the  Treasurer,  Casper 
Wister,  M.  D.,  all  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Librarian,  F.  A.  Ashford,M.  D.,  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  were  also  present. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer 
by  the  Right  Rev.  Wm.  Bacon  Stevens,  M.  D., 
D.  D.,  L.L  D.,  Bishop  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  Pennsvlvania. 

Prof.  Robert  E.  Rogers,  M.  I).,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  behalf  of  the  profession  of  Philadel- 

phia, welcomed  the  delegates  in  the  following 
remarks  : 
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Gentlemen  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical 
Association: 
It  is  with  unfeigned  pleasure  that,  as  chair- 

man of  the  Committee  of  Reception,  and  on  be- 
half of  the  medical  profession  of  Philadelphia, 

I  extend  to  you  a  sincere  and  cordial  welcome. 
Gathered  to-day  in  this  hall  are  represen- 

tatives of  our  profession  from  every  quarter 
of  this  vast  country,  reaching  from  the  city  of 
the  "  Golden  Gate  "  to  the  Capes  ol  the  Chesa- 

peake, from  the  granite  hills  of  Maine  to  the 
waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  covering  a  do- 

main of  twenty-four  parallels  of  latitude  and 
fifty  degrees  of  longitude,  and  embracing  a 
population  of  whose  health  its  members  are  the 
guardians,  numbering  not  less  than  thirty- 
eight  millions  of  men,  women  and  children. 

With  these  boundaries,  this  area  possesses 
features  of  climate,  a  meteorology  and  a  geolo- 

gy more  diversified  and  extensive  than  those  of 
any  other  single  country  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  What  may  we  not  hope  of  benefit  to 
science  and  humanity  by  observations  made 
upon  these  in  their  connection  with  disease 
and  hygiene  by  so  many  intelligent  laborers 
in  the  field. 

Meeting  here  on  this  Twenty-fifth  Anni- 
versary of  the  organization  of  the  American 

Medical  Association,  there  are  brought  to- 
gether men  of  every  type,  of  high  tone,  loyal 

to  their  profession,  strong  men  and  true  ;  men 
of  sparkling  genius,  of  varied  and  solid  attain- 

ments, those  who  have  grown  gray  in  their 
vocation,  laden  with  the  golden  harvest  of  a 
life's  long  experience,  and  those  blessed  with 
youth,  energy  and  ambition,  engaged  in  la- 

borious research,  all  ready  to  lay  their  indi- 
vidual contributions  upon  the  altar  of  our 

profession. 
In  view  of  the  reflections  which  here  arise, 

what  a  spectacle  of  "  moral  grandeur  "  in 
possible  achievements  in  the  cause  of  suffer- 

ing humanity  does  this  assemblage  present. 
More  than  any  other  department  of  human 

knowledge  does  medicine  appropriate  the 
laws  of  the  other  positive  sciences  as  parts  of 
its  organic  whole,  modifying  and  assimilating 
them,  finding  in  them  sustenance  and  warmth 

and  life.'  It  is  indeed  the  highest  application of  the  truths  of  the  other  departments  of 
knowledge  directed  to  the  beneficent  end  of 
preserving  health  and  assuaging  physical  pain. 
It  may  perhaps  be  not  unaptly  compared  to 
some  vast  sea,  receiving  the  contributions  from 
a  thousand  perennial  streams  flowing  from 
distant  and  widely  separated  regions,  and  then 
dispersing  the  commingled  waters  on  the 
wings  of  the  ever-moving  winds,  to  spread 
their  vivifying,  renovating  showers  over  the 
wide  circuit  of  the  globe. 

Since  the  organization  of  our  Association, 
as  by  curious  coincidence,  a  new  era  has  been 
inaugurated ;  marvelous  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  developments  of  science,  bearing 
upon  human  comfort  and  the  mitigation  of 
disease.  Thus  the  electric  telegraph,  the  vast 
extension  of  the  iron  track,  the  introduction 

of  anaesthesia  and  the  device  of  various  in- 
struments of  precision  for  the  exploration  and 

cure  of  the  maladies  of  our  race.  These  grand 
opportunities  and  great  advances  have  been 
within  the  reach  of  all ;  therefore,  as  a  natural 
result,  our  numbers  have  continued  to  increase, 
and  the  value  of  our  transactions  greatly  to 
improve,  thus  securing  an  unabated  prosperity 
to  our  organization. 
Whatever  qualifications  may  be  made  as  to 

the  amount  of  positive  knowledge  contributed 
through  such  annually  recurring  gatherings  as 
these,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  exercise 
personally  a  most  wholesome  elevating  influ- 

ence upon  the  members  of  the  profession. 
They  serve  to  strengthen  old  friendships  and 
form  new  ones,  to  dissipate  prejudices,  to  sus- 

tain self-respect  and  cultivate  a  spirit  of 
charity  and  humility ;  and,  through  the  inter- 

change of  opinions  and  the  abrasion  of 
thought  to  brush  away  the  cobwebs  from  the 
dirty  corners  of  our  brains — to  sharpen  the 
battle-ax  which  has  grown  rusty  with  disuse, 
and  to  lift  us  out  of  the  monotonous  groove  of 
life  in  which  we  have  been  wont  to  move, 
leaving  pleasant  and  cheering  memories, 
which,  like  the  Arctic  twilight,  lingers  in  the 
sky  to  meet  the  coming  dawn  of  tbe  next  re- turning day. 

The  present  is  the  third  occasion  of  our 
meeting  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia — the  ear- liest medical  center  of  our  country,  which  has 
long  since  become  the  vigorous  and  lusty  sire 
of  many  a  stalwart  son.  And  here  let  us 
congratulate  ourselves  and  the  world  at  large 
upon  the  vindication  of  those  principles  which 
have  ever  guided  her  medical  affairs.  As  the 
genuine  coin  is  liable  to  counterfeit,  so  have 
unscrupulous  men  aimed  to  speculate  upon 
her  fair  name  by  spurious  imitations. 
Thanks  to  a  wise  legislation,  the  atmosphere 
has  been  purified,  and  the  parties  engaged  in 
the  fraudulent  issue  of  diplomas  have  been  de- 

prived of  their  charters  and  their  institutions 
abolished. 

The  first  meetings  of  this  Association  were 
marked  by  harmony  and  good  will  throughout ; 
so  may  it  be  now,  and  may  the  blessing  of 
the  "  Author  of  peace  and  lover  of  concord" 
rest  upon  us  and  guide  our  deliberations. 

Once  more  then,  my  friends,  offering  you 
our  warmest  greetings  and  a  hearty  welcome 
to  our  hospitalities,  I  give  place  to  your 
further  proceedings : 

Dr.  Edward  Hartshorne,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, then  said : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  : 
As  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 

ments, I  beg  leave,  in  behalf  of  that  committee, 
to  add  our  cordial  salutation  to  the  eloquent 
greeting  which  we  have  just  heard  with  so 
much  pleasure  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  oi  Reception.  We  are  very  glad  to 
have  reached  this  stage  of  the  work  of  prepara- 

tion, and  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the 



432 
Medical Societies. 

[Vol.  xxvi. 
arrangements  as  sufficiently  complete  for  the 
purposes  of  the  present  meeting. 

Not  less  gratified  are  we  to  meet  with  so 
large  a  body  of  delegates  already  registered 
at  the  opening  of  the  session.  It  is  much  the 
largest  number  that  has  thus  assembled  on 
any  similar  occasion.  There  is  every  reason 
for  believing,  also,  that  it  is  a*  intelligent,  and 
well  informed,  and  well  educated  a  body  of 
our  profession  as  it  is  aflarge  one. 
We  can  not  forget  that  the  sum  of  knowl- 

edge and  skill,  and  superior  education,  and 
with  these  the  actual  intelligence,  are  rapidly 
and  greatly  increasing  in  our  medical  profes- 

sion as  they  are  in  all  the  professions  and 
among  the  people  of  our  country. 
We  must  believe,  therefore,  that  this  assem- 

blage of  the  representatives  of  the  medical 
institutions  and  medical  men  from  every 
part  and  quarter  of  our  country  has 
not  come  together  here  for  any  other  pur- 

pose, and  interest,  than  those  of  science  and  of 
our  profession,  and  of  a  common  and  truly 
social  brotherhood.  Under  this  impression  we 
have  endeavored  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  may  satisfy  these  professional  and  scientific 
purposes — such  as  may  encourage  those  inter- 

ests and  furnish  th6m  with  food  convenient  for 
them. 

First.  By  preparing  a  museum  or  collection 
of  objects  of  scientific  and  professional  char- 

acter. It  is  not  large  or  very  comprehensive, 
nor  does  it  pretend  to  represent  the  whole 
and  the  latest  advance  even  in  this  city — still 
less  of  the  country  and  elsewhere.  It  is 
nevertheless  a  collection  of  which  we  have  no 
reason  to  be  ashamed.  It  is  one  for  the  excel- 

lence of  which  we  are  very  grateful,  and  most 
happy  to  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  con- 

tributors and  exhibitors,  and  to  the  efficient 
committeemen  and  aids  who  have  made  it  the 
admirable  success  it  has  proved  itself  to  be. 

Second.  With  the  same  or  a  still  greater 
sense  of  obligation,  we  may  say  still  more  if 
possible,  of  the  exhibition  of  microscopes  and 
microscopic  objects- which  will  be  offered  to  u* 
by  the  Biological  and  Microscopical  Section 
of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  in  the 
foyer  or  upper  hall,  to-night. 

During  the  conduct  of  the  microscopical  re- 
ception, we  will  have  in  the  balcony,  for  the 

entertainment  of  those  who  are  in  the  lower 
hall,  a  promenade  concert.  Then  we  are  to 
have  scientific  lectures,  with  attractive  demon- 

strations, on  the  succeeding  evenings  of 
Wednesday  and  Thursday.  Wednesday  lec- 

ture by  Dr.  Noyes  on  Ophthalmoscopic  ap- 
pearances represented  by  meaDS  of  magic 

lantern  transparencies-  After  this  a  lecture 
by  Prof.  Kogers,  with  exhibition  of  Electrical 
Phenomena.  Thursday  lecture  will  be  given 
by  Dr.  J.  Solis  Cohen,  with  experiments,  on 
Sound. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  delegates  will 
be  received  at  the  houses  of  Prof.  Hodge  and 
Dr.  Wm.  H.  Pancoast.  Prof.  Joseph  Pan- 
coast  having  been  unexpectedly  called  away 

from  the  city  under  a  previous  engagement, 
his  son,  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Pancoast,  has  kindly 
taken  his  father's  place  as  the  host  to  the  as- 

sociation, and  will  receive  the  delegates  at  his 
own  house,  S.  W.  corner  of  Walnut  and  11th 
streets,  instead  of  his  father's  house  in  Chest- nut street. 

On  Thursday  evening  the  delegates  will  be 
received  by  Col.  Thos.  A.  Scott,  at  his  man- 

sion, on  the  S.  E.  corner  of  19th  street  and  Rit- 
tenhouse  Square. 

On  Friday  afternoon  we  are  to  have  an  ex- 
cursion to  Fairmount  Park,  with  a  collation  at 

the  Belmont  pavilion.  To  the  excursion  and 
to  all  of  the  exhibitions,  the  ladies  with  the 
delegates  are  most  cordially  invited.  We 
hope  also  to  have  them  at  tne  exhibition  and 
concert  of  this  evening,  and  at  the  museum 
and  the  lectures,  as  well  as  at  the  park  excur- 
sion. 
He  then  presented  the  following  list  of  dele- 

gates and  permanent  members  already  regis- 
tered as  in  attendance. 

There  were  registeied  725  delegates,  per- 
manent members  and  members  by  invitation, 

from  the  following  States,  etc :  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Colorado,  California,  Delaware, 
Connecticut,  District  of  Columbia,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Ken- 

tucky, Kansas,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  New  York, 
Nebraska,  North  Carolina,  New  Jersey,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Texas,  Vermont,  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 
Wisconsin,  U.S.  Army,  U.  S.  Navy. 

There  being  no  objection  to  the  confirmation 
of  these  delegates  and  permanent  members, 
the  President  announced  that  the  list  thus  re- 

ported by  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was 
approved  as  read  and  the  report  adopted. 
Vice  President,  Dr.  Thomas  M.  Logan, 

having  taken  the  chair,  the  President  delivered 
the  annual  address. 

Dr.  Henry  Askew,  of  Delaware,  offered 
the  following : 

Reso'ved,  That  all  questions  of  a  personal 
character,  including  complaints  and  protests, 
and  all  questions  on  credentials,  be  referred 
at  once,  after  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements,  or  other  presentation,  to  the 
Committee  on  Ethics,  and  without  discussion. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Mussey,  of  Ohio,  asked  that  the 
motion  be  divided,  referring  questions  of  per- 

sonal character  only  to  the  Committee  on Ethics. 
Dr.  Askew  declined  dividing  the  motion. 
Dr.  Mussey  asked  if  the  question  did  not 

concern  the  rights  of  societies  to  be  admitted 
in  convention,  and  he  denied  the  right  of  the 
committee  to  decide  upon  such  questions.  He 
proposed,  also,  referring  the  second  branch  of 
the  subject  to  the  convention. 

I  he  President  said  that  such  a  course  had 
never  been  pursued.  Hitherto  the  Committee 
on  Ethics  reported  to  the  convention  on  both 
subjects,  their  action  being  open  to  the  ap- 

proval of  the  convention. 
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Dr.  Hartshorne  said  that  the  course  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  as  a  Committee 
on  Credentials,  was  plain  and  defined  by  law. 
It  was  simply  to  report  for  confirmation  all 
credentials  that  could  be  verified  as  undoubt- 

ed and  uncontested  ;  and  to  report  for  refer- 
ence all  others  together  with  the  protesting 

or  contesting  papers  filed  against  them.  By 
admitting  delegates  and  delegations  to  regis- 

tration against  whom  there  were  objections 
the  committee  would  assume  the  very  right  to 
decide  at  the  expense  and  to  the  probable  de- 

triment of  the  Association— which  is  rightly 
denied  by  Dr.  Mussey,  and  which  belongs — 
whether  affirmatively  or  negatively — to  the 
Association  alone.  The  committee  had  de- 

termined to  act  upon  this  interpretation  of  the 
law  without  fear  or  favor.  It  was  their  hope 
to  avoid  premature  discussion,  and  thus  to 
secure  a  fair  hearing  to  all  concerned,  without 
any  delay  beyond  what  was  unavoidable  under 
the  action  of  the  meeting  and  of  the  Committee 
on  Ethics,  to  which  the  questions  in  dispute 
were  to  be  referred. 

The  original  resolution  was  framed  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  view.  It  could  not  be 

divided  with  propriety  or  justice,  because  con- 
stituencies and  lepresentatives  cannot  be  sep- 

arated thus.  Under  our  organic  law  constitu- 
encies are  established  by  the  admission  of 

their  representatives  and  both  may  fall  to- 
gether. No  question  can  be  more  personal 

than  the  question  of  credentials,  nor  can  the 
supposed  rights  of  the  delegates  and  the  con- 

stituents, as  such,  be  considered  separate  or 
allowed  to  regulate  each  other. 

Dr.  J.  Morris,  of  Maryland,  called  the  pre- 
vious question,  which,  being  sustained,  Dr. 

Askew's  motion  was  put  and  carried  without 
a  dissenting  voice. 

Papers  were  next  announced  on  subject  to 
be  read  at  the  session  of  the  section  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed 
the  Committee  on  Ethics : 

Dr.  H.  F.  Askew,  of  Delaware  ;  N.  S.  Davis, 
of  Illinois;  Calvin  Seavy,  of  Maine;  J.  K. 

Bartlett,  of  "Wisconsin  ;  and  S.  D.  Gross,  of Philadelphia. 
On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  until 

Wednesday  at  10  A.  M. 
SECOND  DAT. 

Wednesday,  May  8 
Vice  President,  Dr.  T.  M.  Logan,  in  the 

chair. 
On  motion  a  recess  was  taken  to  permit 

each  State  and  Territory  represented  to  select 
a  representative  on  the  Committee  on  Nomi- 
tions  : 

In  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  hearing 
the  motions,  etc.,  in  the  hall, the  Association 
reassembled  in  the  First  Beformed  Presbyter- 

ian church,  in  Broad  street  above  Pine. 
The  President,  Dr.  Yandell,  in  the  chair. 
The  Permanent  Secretary  read  the  following 

as  constituting  the  Committee  on  Nomina- tions : 

Alabama,  W.  O.  Baldwin  ;  Arkansas,  E.  G.  Jen- 
nings ;  California,  W.  R.  Cluness ;  Colorado,  W. 

F.  McClelland;  Connecticut,  S.  W.  Turner;  Dela- 
ware, Isaac  Jump  ;  District  of  Columbia,  Samuel 

C.  Busey  ;  Georgia,  W.  F.  Westmoreland ;  Illi- 
nois, W.  A.  Knox;  Indiana,  W.  H.  Myers  ;  Iowa, 

W.  F.  Peck ;  Kentucky,  L.  Rogers  ;  Maine,  S. 
Fitch  ;  Maryland,  J.  Morris ;  Massachusetts,  H.  I. 
Bowditch ;  Michigan,  C.  M.  Stockwell ;  Minnesota, 
Alex.  J.  Stone ;  Missouri,  Edw.  Montgomery ; 
Mississippi,  B.  A.  Vaugban ;  Nevada,  J.  C,  Tucker ; 
New  Hampshire,  J.  H.  Wbeeler ;  New  Jersey,  T. 
J.  Thomason ;  New  York,  Wm.  C.  Wey  ;  Ohio,  C. 
G.  Comegys;  Oregon,  Thos.  M.  Logan;  Pennsyl- 

vania, R.  E.  Rogers  ;  Rhode  Island,  F.  H.  Peckham; 
South  Carolina,  R.  A.  Kinloch ;  Tennessee,  W. 
Finley ;  Texas,  G.  Dowell ;  Virginia,  Jas.  B.  Mc- 
Caw  ;  West  Virginia,  R.  H.  Cummins  ;  Wisconsin, 
J.  T.  Reeve ;  U.  S.  Army,  J.  J.  Woodward  ;  TJ.  S. 
Navy,PG.  Clymer. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  R.  E.  Rogers,  Pa.,  the 
following  were  elected  members  by  invitation. 
Drs.  J.  Edgar  Chancellor,  Va. ;  M.  J.  Ash, 
U.  S.  A. ;  W.  W.  Vinnedge,  Ind. ;  M.  W. 
Junkins,  Ohio  and  David  D.  Mahon,  Pa. 
The  Committee  on  Nominations  were  re- 

quested to  meet  at  once  in  Horticultural  Hall. 
Dr.  J.  R.  Bronson,  Mass.,  offered  the  fol- lowing : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Ethics, 
to  consist  of  seven  members,  shall  be  nomi- 

nated by  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 
The  president  decided  that,  as  an  amend- 

ment, it  must  lie  over  till  next  year. 
Dr. Bronson  then  offered  it  as  a  resolution, 

to  apply  to  the  next  meeting.  After  some 
discussion,  and  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  chair,  but  which  decision  was  sustained  by 
a  large  vote  of  the  Association,  the  motion 
was  put  and  lost  by  a  vote  of  167  ayes 
to  187  nays. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Van  Bibber,  of  Maryland,  having 
asked  the  appointment  of  a  special  committee 
to  examine  and  report  upon  an  unknown  reme- 

dy which  he  exhibited,  the  subject  was  referred 
to  the  Section  on  Materia  Medica  and  Chem- istry. 

Dr.  N  S.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  offered  a  pream- 
ble und  resolutions  touching  the  action  of  the 

Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Dr.  E.  L.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  were 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ethics. 
Dr.  E.  Seguin,  of  N.  Y.,  offered  some  re- 

marks on  Clinical  Thermometry.  On  motion, 
he  was  requested  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  Section  on  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Ob- stetrics. 

The  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Publication 
and  of  the  Treasurer,  the  latter  showing  a 
balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1,005,  were  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publica- 
tion. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Weatherly,  of  Alabama,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education,  read 
his  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 
The  Librarian,  Dr.  F.  A.  Ashford,  of  Dis- 

trict of  Columbia,  read  his  report,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 
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In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Stille,Penn.,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  (in  con- 

sequence of  a  bereavement),  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith, 
of  Pern.,  reported  that  said  committee  had 
awarded  but  one  prize,  which  was  to  an  essay 
bearing  the  motto  "  Netentis  ant  perfcce,"  and 
entitled  "  What  Physiological  Value  has 
Phosphorus  as  an  Organismal  Element." 
On  breaking  the  seal,  be  announced  Dr. 

Samuel  R.  Percy,  of  New  York,  as  the  success- 
ful essayist. 

On  motion,  the  report  and  essay  were  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  Theophilus  Parvin,  Indiana,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Literature,  read 
his  report,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee of  Publication. 
Dr.  J.  D.  Jackson,  Kentucky,  chairman  of 

the  Committee  on  American  Medical  Necrolo- 
gy, presented  his  report,  which  was,  on  mo- 
tion, referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

The  permanent  secretary  announced  that 
Dr.  J.  G-.  Richardson,  Pennsylvania,  would 
read  his  report  on  the  Structure  of  the  White 
Blood  Corpuscles  before  tne  Section  on  Hy- 

giene, Physiology,  etc. 
A  paper  by  Dr.  Henry  Hartshorne,  Penn- 

sylvania, on  the  Physiology  of  the  Vaso-motor 
Nerves,  was  presented  and  referred  to  the 
same  section. 

The  secretary  also  announced  that  Dr.  John 
H.  Packard,  Pennsylvania,  would  exhibit  at 
the  Section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy  a  sus- 

pension apparatus  for  fracture  of  the  leg,  and 
a  bracketed  splint  for  excisions  of  the  knee 
and  for  compound  fractures. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt,  of  N.  J  ,  reported  progress 
on  the  climatology  and  epidemics  of  that  State. 

Dr.  Geo.  M.  Beard,  of  N.  Y.,  offered  a 
paper  on  "  Recent  Researches  in  Electro- 
Therapeutics  with  Demonstrations  of  some  of 
the  M-thods  of  Application.  "  On  motion  it was  referred  to  the  section  on  Practice  of 
Medicine  and  Obstetrics. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Garrish,  of  N.  Y.,  offered  a  pa- 
per on  "The  use  of  Instruments  in  Obstetrics," 

which  was  similarly  referred. 
Dr.  S.  B.  Merkel  proposed  to  bring  before 

the  association,  the  case  of  George 
Thomas,  colored,  a  native  of  Brazil ,  exter- 

nally well  formed,  who  moves  his  heart  at 
will;  can  also  whirl  with  an  undulating  mo- 

tion the  abdomen  like  a  huge  ball  around  the 
umbilicus. 

On  motion  the  case  was  referred  to  the  same 
section. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Mussev,  of  Ohio,  offered  a  paper 
on  Electrolysis  in  Cancer,  and  one  entitled  a 
Case  of  Vesical  calculus  and  Polypi  of  the 
Prostate  Gland,  illustrated  with  photographs 
and  specimens. 
On  motion  both  were  referred  to  the  Section 

on  Surgery  and  Anatomy. 
A  paper  on  The  Soft  Palate  in  Health  and 

Disease,  by  Dr.  Harrison  Allen,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  and  one  on  Operation  on  the  Hip-joint, 

with  a  detailed  case,  by  Dr.  W.  F.  Peck,  of 
Iowa,  were  similarly  referred. 

Several  communications  were  offered  and 
referred  without  comment  to  the  Committee 
on  Ethics. 

Dr.  Geo.  Sutton,  of  Indiana,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Comparative  Pathology, 
and  the  Effects  which  Diseases  of  Inferior 
Animals  have  upon  the  Human  System,  re- 

ported progress,  and  the  committee  was  con- 
tinued. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Ptnn- 
sylvania,  it  was 

Resolved*  That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  to  take  into  consid- 

eration the  propriety  of  adopting  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Educa- 

tion. Dr.  J.  M.  Keller,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the 
following  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion have  discretionary  power  on  all  papers 

referred  to  it,  unless  instructions  to  publish 
accompany  the  papers  when  referred. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Stetler,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered 
the  following  : 

Resolved,  By  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation, that  no  report,  paper,  etc.,  referred  by 

it  to  the  various  sections  shall  be  referred  by 
the  latter  to  the  Committee  of  Publication, 
without  first  having  been  examined  and  ap- 

proved by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present at  said  section. 
Dr.  F.  G.  Smith,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  if 

these  were  not  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  consequently  should  lie  over  ? 

A  motion  by  Dr.  P.  C.  Williams,  of  Mary- 
land, to  lay  both  on  the  table,  was  lost.  Ayes, 

104;  nays,  165. 
Dr.  S.  C.  Gordon,  of  Maine,  offered  as  a  sub- 

stitute : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Publication 

have  discretionary  power  as  to  publishing  all 
papers  referred  to  them  by  the  society  or  sec- 
tions. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Palmer,  of  Michigan,  moved  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter. 

The  President  having  decided  that  debate 
was  not  in  order  on  such  a  motion,  Dr.  J.  G. 
Stetler,  of  Pennsylvania,  appealed  from  his 
decision.  The  question  was  put  and  the  chair 
sustained. 
The  indefinite  postponement  was  then 

agreed  to  by  a  large  majority. 
On  motion,  the  association  adjourned  to 

meet  on  Thursday  at  10  A.  M. 

THIRD  DAY. 

Thursday,  May  9. 
The  president  called  the  association  to  or- 

der at  10  A.  M. 
On  motion,  Drs.  E.  N.  Ash,  of  North  Caro- 

lina, and  S.  Troup  Maxwell,  of  Florida, 
were  elected  members  by  invitation. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  the  follow- 
1  owing  communication : 
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Hall  of  the  College  of  Physicians) 
of  Philadelphia,  May  1,  1872.  S 

I  W.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D.,  Permanent  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Medical  Association- 

Bear  Sir :  At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Col- 
lege, held  this  evening,  the  following  pream- 

ble and  resolutions  were  passed  : 

"Whereas,  Cases  of  accidental  poisoning and  of  the  internal  administration  of  medi- 
cines intended  only  for  external  use,  are  so 

frequent,  and  whereas  every  possible  safe- 
guard should  be  employed  to  prevent  such  ac- 

cidents, therefore 
"Resolved.  That  it  is  recommended  to  all 

druggists  to  place  all  external  remedies  in 
bottles  not  only  colored,  so  as  to  appeal  to 
the  eye,  but  also  rough  upon  one  side,  so  that 
by  the  sense  of  touch  no  mistake  shall  be  pos- 

sible even  in  the  dark. 

"Resolved,  That  all  bottles  containing  poisons 
should  not  only  be  labeled  poison,"  but  also 
with  another  label  indicating  the  most  efficient 
and  convenient  antidote. 

"Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  presented  to  the  American  Medical  As- 

sociation, the  College  of  Pharmacy  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  American  Pharmaceutical 

Association,  and  their  assistance  asked  in 
bringing  about  so  desirable  a  reform." 

Kespectfully,  yours, 
John  H.  Pa  ckard, 

Secretary  College  of  Physicians  of  Philada. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre,  N.  Y.,  these 

resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  Fitch,  of  Maine,  Dr. 

Berryman,  of  England,  was  invited  to  a  seat 
With  the  association.. 

Dr.  Alex.  W.  Stein,  of  N.  Y.,  offered  the 
following,  which  was  adopted : 
Whereas,  It  has  long  since  been  recognized 

that  diseases  of  a  dangerous  and  fatal  nature 
are  transmissible  from  animals  to  man,  and 
that  certain  Zymotic  affections  which  are  com- 

mon to  both  man  and  animals  do  very  fre- 
quently manifest  themselves  first  in  the 'latter and  subsequently  in  man,  thus  warning  us 

that  to  be  indifferent  to  the  condition  of  the 
inferior  animals  is  to  introduce  and  create 
centers  of  disei  se  among  ourselves: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  ascertain  what  measures  can  be  instituted 
to  prevent  the  extension  of  such  diseases  to 
man,  and  what  sanitary  measures  can  be  ef- 

fected to  arrest  the  progress  of  such  diseases in  animals. 
The  president  appointed  as  the  committee 

Drs.  A.  W.  Stein,  N.  Y.;  Geo.  Sutton,  Ind.; and  S.  D.  Gross,  Penna. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Keller,  of  Ky.,  presented  a  circu- 

lar which  was  at  once  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ethics. 

Dr.  Frederick  Horner  Jr.,  of  Virginia,  of- 
fered the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  abuse  of  ardent  spirits  in 
our  country  has  proved  injurious  to  the  health 
of  the  community  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Asso- 

ciation do  recommend  to  our  medical  breth- 
ren to  discourage  the  abuse  of  alcoholic  stimu- lants in  their  several  communities. 

Dr.  Francis  G.  Smith,  of  Penna.,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Nomenclature  of  Diseases, 
reported  that  in  accordance  with  instructions 
given  to  them  by  the  association,  in  1870,  tbey 
had  prepared  a  nomenclature  to  be  adopted 
and  observed  by  the  practitioners  of  the 
United  States.  The  system  presented  by  the 
committee  is  based  upon  that  oi  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  of  London,  with  such 
additions  and  modifications  as  in  the  judg- 

ment of  the  committee  were  needed.  In  se- 
lecting Latin  equivalents  the  committee  had 

frequently  departed  from  the  English  nomen- 
clature, and  so  far  as  possible  the  English 

rather  than  the  Latin  terms  have  been  em- 

ployed. The  report  had  appended  to  it  the  follow- 
ing : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Nomenclature  of  Diseases  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  five  members,  to  be  ap- 

pointed by  the  president,  who  shall  examine 
it  and  report  upon  its  final  disposition  at  the 
present  meeting  of  the  association. 

Resolved,  That  on  the  favorable  report  of 
said  committee  it  shall  be  referred  back  to 
the  Committee  on  Nomenclature  for  the 
preparation  of  an  index. 

Dr,  J.  J.  Woodward,  of  U.  S.  Army,  offered 
a  minority  report  as  follows  : 

A  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Nomen- 
clature have  the  honor  to  report : 

That  while  they  entertain  the  highest  re- 
spect for  the  abilities  and  the  learning  of  those 

members  of  the  committee  whose  residence  in 
Philadelphia  has  enabled  them  to  attend  its 
meetings  and  aid  in  the  production  of  the  re- 

port which  has  just  been  submitted,  they  nev- 

ertheless feel  it' a  duty  to  express  their  earn- est conviction  that  the  adoption  of  a  nomen- 
clature an  d  classification  by  this  association  is  a 

matter  of  too  great  importance  to  be  acted 
upon  hastily,  before  the  members  have  had 
any  opportunity  to  examine  for  themselves 
the  nomenclature  and  classification  proposed. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  have  had  no 
opportunity  to  examine  the  proof-sbeets  of the  work  until  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  meeting  of  the  Association,  and 
the  time  since  then  has  been  far  too  short  for 
them  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  details.  They 
do  not  therefore  wish  to  be  understood  as 
criticising  the  work  done  in  any  way,  but  sim- 

ply ask  as  a  measure  of  justice  and  wisdom, 
that  it  may  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of 
the  profession  before  it  is  acted  upon  by  this 
body. 
We  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  offer  the 

following  resolution  as  a  substitute  for  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  majority  : 

Resolved,  That  the  nomenclature  and  classi- 
fication just  submitted  by  the  committee  be 

published  in  the  transactions  ;  that  one  thous- 
and extra  copies  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form 
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and  distributed  to  the  profession,  and  that  the 
question  of  the  adoption  of  the  nomenclature 
and  classification  by  this  body  be  postponed 
till  the  next  annual  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Palmer,  of  Michi- 
gan, both  reports  were  accepted. 

The  reports  were  discussed  by  Drs.  Wood- 
ward, Hamilton,  White,  Howard,  Gallaher, 

Newman, Palmer,  Atlee  and  Squibb. 
Dr.  Woodward's  resolution  was  then 

adopted. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Keller,  of  Ky.,  offered  the  follow- 

ing, which  was  not  adopted  : 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 

Committee  on  Medical  Education  as  referred 
to  the  establishing  of  a  medical  congress, 
consisting  of  an  equal  number  of  repre- 

sentatives from  each  State,  is  of  immediate 
importance,  and  in  order  to  a  furtherance  of 
the  views  expressed,  that  a  committee  of  one 
from  each  State  be  appointed  at  once  to  take 
the  preliminary  steps  necessary  to  organiza- 

tion, with  instructions  to  report  before  ad- 
journment of  the  present  session. 

Dr.  Baldwin  read  a  partial  report  from  the 
committee  on  nominations,  as  follows : 

President — Dr.  Thomas  M.  Logan,  Cal. 
First  Vice  President— Dr.  B.  H.  Catlin, 

Conn. 
Second  Vice  President — Dr.  W.  M.  Mc- 

Pheeters  JS^o. 

Third  Vice' President— Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock, Pa. 
Fourth  Vice  President— Dr.  W.  T.  Briggs, 

Tenn. 
Treasurer— Dr.  Caspar  Wister,  Pa. 
Librarian — Dr.  William  Lee,  D.  C. 
Committee  on  Library— Dr.  J.  M.  Toner, 

D.  C. 
Next  place  of  meeting — St.  Louis. 
Assistant  Secretary — Dr.  M.  A.  Pallon,  Mo. 
Dr.  Baldwin  requested  further  time  for  his 

committee  to  complete  their  report. 
On  motion  the  report  was  adopted. 
Dr.  M.  A.  Pallon,  of  Missouri,  thanked  the 

association  for  having  thus  handsomely  agreed 
to  meet  next  year  in  St.  Louis.  He  presented 
in  behalf  of  Dr.  S.  Gratz  Moses,  of  St.  Louis, 
who  was  absent,  the  following  plan  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  medical  men  : 

Whekeas,  The  vast  extent,  and  increasing 
population  of  this  great  country  creates  an 
increased  demand  for  medical  men,  numerous 
medical  schools  have  sprung  up  in  every  di- 

rection, nearly  all  of  which  have  the  power 
of  granting  diplomas  to  their  graduates,  and 
that  a  diploma  is  simply  a  certificate  that  its 
recipient  has  passed  an  examination  satisfac- 

tory to  the  faculty  of  said  schools  ;  therefore 
it  behooves  the  medical  profession  to  grant  a 
higher  reward  of  merit  by  such  of  its  members 
who  may  be  distinguished  by  high  medical  at- 

tainments and  great  moral  worth ;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  1st.  That  the  Am  erican  Medical 
Association  of  the  United  States  take  means 
to  establish  a  National  Academy  of  Medicine. 

2d.  That  the  object  of  the  Academy  of  Med- 
icine shall  be  to  elevate  the  standard  of  medi- 

cal attainments  and  moral  worth  of  the  medi- 
cal profession,  so  that  a  certificate  of  member- 

ship of  the  academy  shall  be  the  highest  evi- 
dence and  mark  ot  distinction  of  a  learned 

and  honorable  physician. 
3d.  To  accomplish  these  objects,  that  a 

board  or  boards  of  examiners,  without  salary, 
and  irrespective  of  medical  schools,  shall  be 
yearly  appointed  by  the  National  Academy, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  carefully 
and  conscientiously  each  applicant  for  mem- bership. 

4th.  That  the  board  or  boards  shall  report 
those  who  have  passed  a  satisfactory  exami- 

nation to  the  National  Academy  of  Medicine 
at  their  yearly  sessions,  who  shall  proceed  to 
ballot  for  the  candidates. 

5th.  To  all  those  who  shall  be  elected  a 
certificate  of  membership  shall  be  granted, 
which  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  the  presi- 

dent and  secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine. 

6th.  That  the  cost  of  said  certificate  shall 
be  .  . 

7th.  That  the  amount  accruing  from  the 
above  source  shall  compose  a  fund  to  be  prop- 

erly invested  and  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit 
of  the  needy  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 
members  of  the  National  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine. 

Dr.  Pallon  then  moved  that  a  committee  of 
seven  be  appointed  by  the  president  to  carry 
out  the  object  of  these  resolutions,  and  that 
their  author,  Dr.  S.  Gratz  Moses,  of  St.  Louis, 
be  chairman. 

This  motion  was  lost,  and  no  further  action 
was  taken  on  the  subject. 
Dr.  Troupe  S.  Maxwell,  of  Florida,  presented 

a  laryngoscope,  which  was  referred  to  the  sec- 
tion on  Surgery  and  Anatomy. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Logan,  of  California,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  National  Health  Council, 
presented  a  report  and  asked  to  be  continued 
to  constitute  a  special  Section  on  State  Medi- 
cine. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received. 
Dr.  J.  C.  Tucker,  California,  offered  as  a 

substitute  a  resolution  asking  Congress  to  es- 
tablish a  national  sanitary  bureau,  and  pre- 

sented an  act  bearing  on  this  subject. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Gallaher,  of  Penn- 

sylvania, this  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Dr.  R.  A.  Kinloch,  of  South  Carolina,  of- 

fered an  amendment  to  the  resolution  at- 
tached to  Dr.  Logan's  report,  striking  out  the 

appeal  to  the  government,  which  was  ac- 
cepted by  Dr.  Logan  and  the  committee  was 

continued  in  accordance  with  the  report  of 
the  chairman. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Gallaher,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered 
the  following  amendment  to  the  constitution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  U.  S.  Marine  hospital 
service  be  placed  in  the  same  relative  position 
in  the  association  as  the  U.  S.  Army  and 
Navy  Hospital  service,  and  that  the  constitu- 
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jHtion  and  by-laws  of  the  association  be  amended I  as  follows : 
*  •  In  paragraph  2,  of  the  second  section  of  the 
?■  constitution, after  the  words  ''army  and  navy," 
\  insert,  "  and  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital d  service. 

In  the  6th  section  of  the  by-laws,  after  the 
*  f Words  "the  chiefs*  of  the  bureaus  of  the 
h  army  and  navy,"  insert,  "and  the  supervising 
e  surgeon  of  the  XL  S.  Marine  Hospital  service. 
\  1  Under  the  rules,  this  lies  over  till  next 
J  year. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented 
their  additional  report : 

S  Committee  of  Arrangements — Drs.  J.  B. 
■  Johnson,  J.  T.  Hodgen,  John  S.  Monre,  Rob- 
i  'inson,  Kennard,  Leete,  Brokaw,  J.  M.  Scott, )  (all  of  St.  Louis. 

Committee  of  Publication — Drs.  F.  G.  Smith, 
I  1  Chairman,  Pennsylvania;  W.  B.  Atkinson, 
1  , Pennsylvania;  D,  Murray  Cheston,  Pennsyl- 

vania ;  Wm.  Lee,  District  of  Columbia;  Cas- 
par Wister,  Pennsylvania;   H.  F.  Askew, 

Delaware  ;  J.  Aitken  Meigs,  Pennsylvania. 
■     Committee  on  Prize  Essays— Drs.  John  S. 
Moore,  Chairman,  St.  Louis  ;  E.  S.  Gregory, 

f  St.  Louis;  N.  S.  Davis,  Chicago  ;  Theophilus 
•  Parvin,  Indianapolis ;  Geo.  Mendenhall,  Cin  - cinnati. 
I  Committee  on  Medical  Education — Drs.  Wm. 
Carson, Chairman,  Cincinnati, Ohio  ;  Joseph  P. 
Logan,  Georgia;  E.  Lloyd  Howard,  Mary- 

land ;  H.  K.  Steele,  Colorado ;  S.  Oakley 
Vanderpoel,  New  York. 

Committee  on  Medical  Literature.— -Drs.  Austin 
Flint,  Chairman,  New  York;  L.  P.  Yandell, 
Sr.,  Kentucky;  Henderson,  Alabama ;  S.  B 
Thrall,  Iowa  ;  C.  Seavy,  Maine. 

Committee  on  Medical  Necrology. — Drs.  J.  D. 
Jackson,  Chairman,  Kentucky;  Charles  W. 
Parsons,  Rhode  Island;  E.  A.  Hildreth,  West 
Virginia ;  W.  W.  Johnston,  District  of  Colum- 

bia ;  G.  L.  Simmons,  California  ;  W.  C.  Warri- 
ner,  Oregon  ;  E.  B.  Stevens,  Ohio ;  D.  Hayes 
Agnew,  Pennsylvania;  D.  W.  Stormont,  Kan- 

sas ;  J.  B.  Johnson,  Missouri;  H.  R.  Storer, 
Massachusetts  ;  W.  S.  W.  Ruschenberger,  U. 
S.  Navy ;  E.  H.  Hazen,  Iowa  ;  Levi  G.  Hill, 
New  Hampshire ;  A.  Sager,  Michigan ;  V. 
Kersey,  Indiana;  A.  E.  Ames, Minnesota ; 

j  W.  H.  Newman,  Colorado ;  J.  0.  Hamilton, 
Illinois  ;  J. H.Peabody, Nebraska;  L. P. Bush, 
Delaware ;  G.  W.  Russell,  Connecticut ; 
Samuel  C.  Chew,  Maryland;  S.  H. 
Stout,  Georgia;  T.  J.  Heard,  Texas;  A.  H. 
Scott,  Arkansas  ;  Wm.H.  Bailey,  New  York ; 
B.  R.  J  ones,  Alabama ;  D .  McRuer,  Maine ;  A. 
N.  Talley,  South  Carolina ;  John  D.  Blaine, 
New  Jersey;  J.  W.  M.  Shattuck,  Missouri; 
Levin  S.  Joynes,  Virginia. 

OFFICERS  OF  SECTIONS. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica. — Drs.  R.  E. 
Rogers,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  Chair- 

man; Ephraim  Cutter,  Boston,  Massachus- 
etts, Secretary. 

Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics. — Drs.  D. 
A.  O'Donnell,  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Chair- 

man ;  Benj.  F.  Dawsen ,  New  York,  Secretary. 
Surgery  and  Anatomy.— Drs  Edw.  Warren, 

Baltimore,  Chairman;  W.  F.  Peck,  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  Secretary. 

Meteorology  and  Epidemics. — Drs.  George 
Sutton,  Aurora,  Indiana,  Chairman  ;  Elisha 
Hams,  New  York,  Secretary. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  Hygiene  and  Physi- 
ology.— Drs.  S.  C.  Busey,  Washington,  Chair- 

man ;  A.  B.  Arnold,  Baltimore,  Secretary. 
Psychology  —Drs.  Isaac  Ray,  Chairman, 

Philadelphia  ;  John  Curwen,  Secretary,  Har- risburg. 

Several  resolutions  relative  to  the  publica- 
tion of  papers  in  the  transactions  and  instruct- 

ing the  Committee  cf  Publication,  were  offer- 
ed, but  after  discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  N. 

S.  Davis, 111.,  the  whole  matter  was  indefinitely 

postponed. The  Committee  on  Ethics  reported  through 
Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  as  follows  : 
Your  committee  have  made  a  careful  and 

patient  examination  of  each  and  every  sub- 
ject referred  to  them  by  the  association.  In 

all  cases  involving  the  rights  of  individuals 
or  organized  institutions  to  representation, 
the  individuals  and  the  representatives  of 
such  institutions  have  been  invited  before  the 
committee,  and  their  testimony  carefully 
taken.  As  a  result  of  these  investigations  the 
committee  ask  leave  to  submit  the  following 
unanimous  report : 

First.  In  relation  to  the  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions offered  by  Dr.  Davis,  touching  the 

Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  your  commit- 
tee reccmmend  them  for  unanimous  adoption 

by  the  association.   They  are  as  follows  : 
Whereas,  It  has  been  represented  that  the 

Massachusetts  Medical  Society  considers  that 
its  delegations  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  in  Washing- 

ton, May,  1870,  were  unjustly  excluded  by 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements ;  and 
Whereas,  The  action  of  the  Committee  on 

Ethics,  at  the  same  meeting,  in  refusing  to 
allow  the  right  of  said  Committee  of  Arrange- 

ments to  exclude  the  Massachusetts  delega- 
tion, is  not  yet  fully  understood  by  that  so- 

ciety; therefore 
Resolved,  That  this  association  acknowledges 

the  great  and  effective  efforts  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society  to  elevate  the  pro- 

fession, and  to  suppress  quackery  of  all  sorts, 
and  especially  assure  that  society  of  encour- 

agement and  support  in  its  present  exertions 
to  rid  itself  of  all  pretenders. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  association"  trusts that  hereafter  there  will  be  a  united  and  har- 
monious action  of  all  the  several  bodies  of 

which  the  association  may  be  composed. 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 

be  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

This  was  agreed  to  by  the  association. 
The  committee  report  in  regard  to  the 

official  communication  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Medical  Association  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  Certifying  that  Drs.  J.  D. 
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Barnes,  S.  S.  Bond,  A.  McWilliams,  W.  E. 
Poulton,  S.  B.  Blanchard,  S.  W.  Caldwell,  J. 
L.  Crouse,  Jas.  Phillips  and  GL  Sylvester, 
have  forfeited  their  membership  in  that  society 
by  reason  of  not  having  paid  their  dues  for 
three  years,  and  after  repeated  notices  of  the 
fact  and  its  consequences,  your  committee 
recommend  that  their  names  be  stricken  from 
the  roll  of  membership  ia  accordance 
with  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  second  section 
of  the  constitution  of  this  association,  and 
also  the  same  action  in  regard  to  Dr.  D.  W. 
Bliss,  who  is  under  sentence  of  expulsion 
from  that  society.   TJnanimousl}  adopted. 

In  regard  to  alumni  associations  of  medical 
co  leges,  the  committee  reported  that  it  did  not 
consider  them  such  medical  societies  as  were 
intended  by  the  constitution  to  be  eligible  to 
membership,  and  hence  they  recommend  that 
no  delegates  be  received  from  any  of  the 
alumni  associations  of  any  of  the  medical  col- 

leges from  any  part  of  the  country.  Unani- 
mously agreed  to. 

In  regard  to  the  Pathological  Society  of 
Berks  county,  Pa.,  the  registration  of  whose 
delegates  had  been  postponed  on  account  of 
the  protest  alleging  the  want  of  gor  d  standing 
on  the  part  of  that  society,  the  committee 
postponed  action  from  the  want  of  proper 
evidence. 

On  motion  this  request  was  granted,  and 
further  action  on  this  institution  was  post- 
poned. 

In  regard  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of 

"Washington,  D,  C;  the  Freedman's  Hospital of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Howard 
University  of  Washington,  D.  C,  the  regis- 

tration of  whose  delegates  had  been  post- 
poned by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 

on  account  of  want  of  good  standing  on  the 
part  of  these  institutions,  as  indicated  by  the 
action  of  this  institution  in  1870  and  1871,  and 
by  information  communicated  to  that  commit- 

tee, we  report  the  facts  as  follows :  First, 
that  this  association,  at  its  meeting  in 
San  Francisco,  in  1871,  by  the  emphatic  vote 
of  83  to  26,  refused  to  so  amend  the  constitu- 

tion as  to  admit  delegates  from  colleges  in 
which  woman  are  taught  and  graduated  in 
medicine,  and  from  hospitals  in  which  women, 
graduates  in  medicine,  attend.  Second,  that 
this  association,  in  1870,  declared,  by  an  al- 

most equally  emphatic  vote,  that  a  medical 
society  constituted  in  part  of  members  who 
are  not  licensed  to  practice  in  accordance 
with  the  civil  law  governing  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  the  State  or  district  in  which  the 
society  is  located,  is  not  entitled  to  represen- 

tation in  this  association.  Third,  that  sections 
3,  4  and  5  of  the  act  of  congress,  pas?ed  July 
1838,  incorporating  the  medical  society  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  which  has  been  the 
law  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  in  that 
District  up  to  the  present  time,  requires  all 
persons  coming  into  the  District  to  practice 
medicine,  to  apply  for  and  within  six  months 
obtain,  a  license  to  practice  from  a  board  of 

examiners,  appointed  for  that  purpose  and 
makes  it  a  misdemeanor ,'punishable  by  a  fine  of $50,  for  every  act  of  practice  without  §such 
license.  Fourth,  that  it  has  been  proven  by  the 
testimony  of  several  witnesses  that  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Wash- 

ing now  contains  in  full  fellowship  at  least  four 
or  five  members  who  have  never  applied  for 
and  obtained  license  to  practice,  and  yet  are 
actualy  practicing  medicine,  and  three  of  whom 
are  on  the  list  of  delegates  sent  by  that  society 
to  this  association  ;  also,  that  one  of  them  is 
a  member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  freed- 

man's hospital,  and  abo  that  several  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Howard  University  are  members 
of  the  same  academy  of  medicine,  and  one  of 
the  teachers  is  a  woman. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  committee  can- 
not regard  either  of  the  three  institutions 

named  as  in  good  standing,  whether  tested  by 
civil  law,  by  the  former  decisions  of  this  as- 

sociation or  by  its  code  of  ethics,  and  hence 
the  committee  recommend  that  the  delegates 
from  those  several  institutions  be  not  receiv- 

ed into  this  body. 

Dr.  Reyburn,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  obtain- 
ed the  floor,  but  granted  Dr.  Davis  permission 

to  read  the  next  and  final  section  of  the  re- 
port, which  was  in  reference  to  the  resolution 

of  Dr.  Finley,  asking  of  this  committee  a  clear 
interpretation  of  what  is  now  a  part  of  the 
by-laws  of  the  association. 

The  committee  offered  the  following  : 
Resolved,  That  members  of  the  profession 

hired  by  the  month  or  year  for  definite  wages, 
by  families,  railroads,  manufacturing  incor- 

porations, or  any  money  making  institution 
whatever,  for  ordinary  surgical  or  medical 
practice,  always  excepting  elemosinary  and 
charitable  institutions  and  hospitals,  are  to 
be  classed  as  irregular  practitioners,  and, 
therefore,  disqualified  for  membership  in  this 
association,  or  in  state  or  county  societies. 

Dr.  Weatherly  moved  to  refer  this  ques- 
tion back  to  the  State  societies.   Agreed  to. 

Dr.  R.  Reyburn,  of  D.  C,  spoke  in  defense 
of  himself  and  the  Howard  University,  etc. 

Dr.  S.  C.  Busey,  of  D.  C,  replied  in  defense 
of  the  licensing  board  at  Washington,  etc. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Bronson,  of  Mass.,  asked  if  color- 
ed physicians  were  licensed  by  this  board. 

Dr.  Busey  replied  that  they  were. 
Dr.  G.  S.  Palmer,  of  D.  C,  spoke  in  defense 

of  himself,  the  Howard  University,  etc. 
Dr.  Edward  Hartshorne,  of  Penna.,  replied 

to  Dr.  Reyburn  and  proved  incontestably  that 
he  had  been  warned  before  leaving  Washing- 

ton. The  previous  question  was  now  demand- ed and  sustained. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre,  of  N.  Y.,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Ethics  was  re- 

ceived and  adopted  by  a  very  large  maiority. 
On  motion  the  association  adjourned  until 

Friday  May  10,  at  10  A.  M. 
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FOURTH  DAY. 

Friday,  May  10. 
The  association  was  called  to  or  der  at  10 

A.  M.,  by  the  president. 
Dr.  A.  B.  Palmer,  Michigan,  offered  the 

following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 
Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Great  Ruler 

of  the  Universe  to  take  from  us  our  former 
president,  Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  of  Detroit,  a  man 
of  large  attainments,  of  unspotted  character, 
of  great  benevoleuce,  and  unusual  devotion  to 
the  profession  of  his  choice  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Pitcher 
the  profession  has  lost  ore  of  its  purest  mem- 

bers, the  community  one  of  its  greatest  bene- 
factors, and  this  association  one  of  its  most 

dignified  and  genial  members. 

^Resolved,  That  we  mingle  our  sympathy with  the  family  and  the  immediate  friends  of 
the  deceased,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 

[  tions  be  transmitted  by  the  president  of  the 
association  to  his  bereaved  family. 

Dr.  P.  Pineo,  Massachusetts,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  constitution,  which 

was  laid  over  till  next  year : 
Resolved,  That  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital 

service  be  placed  in  the  same  relative  posi- 
tion in  the  American  Medical  Association  as 

the  Medical  Department  of  the  U.  S.  Army 
and  Navy. 
And  that  in  paragraph  2d  of  the  2d  section 

of  the  constitution,  after  the  words  Army  and 
Navy,  the  words,  "  and  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hos- 

pital Service,"  be  inserted. 
Also,  in  section  6th  of  the  by-laws,  after 

j  the  words,  the  chief  of  the  bureaus  of  the 
army  and  navy,  be  inserted,  "  and  the  super- 

vising surgeon  of  the  IT.  S.  States  Marine  Hos- 
pital Service." 

The  committee  on  nominations  presented 
their  final  report,  which  was,  on  motion, 
adopted  : 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

Committee  on  Vaccination. — Dr.  T.  N.  Wise, 
of  Kentucky. 

Committee  on  Diseases  of  Colorado. — Dr. 
John  Eisner,  of  Denver,  Col. 

Committeee  on  the  Treatment  of  Fractures. — 
Dr.  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York. 

Committee  on  CJiua  Bibberina,  a  Substitute 
for  Quinia.— Dr.  Wm.  Chew  Van  Bibber, 
of  Maryland. 

Committee  on  Gynaecology. — Dr.  Montrose 
A.  Pallen,  of  Mo. 

On  the  Climatology  and  Epidemics. — Of  New 
Hampshire,  Dr.  G.  R.  Crosby ;  Vermont,  Dr. 
G.  E.  Bullard  ;  Massachusetts,  Ephraim  Cut- 

i  ter ;  Rhode  Island,  Ed  T.  Caswell ;  Connec- 
ticut, J.  C.  Jackson  ;  New  York,  Gouverneur 

M.  Smith  ;  New  Jersey,  E.  M.  Hunt  ;  Penn- 
sylvania, W.  L.  Wells  ;  Maryland,  C.  H.  Ohr ; 

Georgia,  J.  B.  M'Dowell;  Missouri,  T.  B. 
Lester;  Alabama,  T.  C.  Osborn;  Texas,  S. 
M.  Welsh ;  Illinois,  David  Prince  ;  Indiana, 
Dugan  Clark ;  District  of  Columbia,  J.  W. 
H,  Lovejoy ;  Iowa,  G.  M.  Staples ;  Michigan, 

S.  H.  Douglas ;  Ohio,  J.  A.  Murphy  ;  Califor- 
nia, W.  H.  Williams;  Tennessee,  W.  K. 

Bowling  ;  West  Virginia,  H.  W.  Brock  ;  Min- 
nessota,  Charles  H.  Hewitt ;  Virginia,   
Claiborne  ;  Delaware,  L.  P.  Bush ;  Kansas, 
Tiffin  Sinks  ;  Mississippi,  S.  V.  D.  Hill ;  Lou- 

isiana, S.  M.  Bemiss  ;  Wisconsin,  J.  K.  Bart- 
lett;  Kentucky,  L.  P.  Yandell,  Sr.;  Colo- 

rado, R.  G.  Buckingham;  Oregon,  Horace 
Carpenter;  North  Carolina,  E.  Burke  Hay- 

wood ;  South  Carolina,  M.  Simmons  ;  Maine, 
J.  H.  Tewksbury. 

The  president  appointed  the  following  com- 
mittee on  publication  of  a  national  medical 

journal,  as  previously  agreed  to. 
Drs.  A.  M.  Pollock,  Pennsylvania ;  W.  F. 

Westmoreland,  Georgia;  A.  N.  Talley,  South 
Carolina;  J.  Walker,  New  York  ,  J.  D.  Jack- 

son, Kentucky;  J.  S.  Weatherly,  Alabama; 
and  H.  Maguire,  Virginia. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Stetler,  Pennsylvania,  offered  the 
following,  which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the 
table  : 
WnERE^s,  The  American  Medical  Associa- 

tion did  refer  the  whole  subject  of  contract 
physicians — after  the  report  of  the  Commit- 

tee on  Ethics  on  the  subject — to  the  various 
State  Medical  Societies ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  everything  relating  to  this 
subject  be  rescinded  or  stricken  from  the  or- 

dinances of  this  association. 
The  report  of  Dr.  Hewitt  on  the  climatology 

ofMinnesota,  presented  too  late  for  action  by 
the  section  on  that  subject  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Publication. 

A  voluminous  paper  on  Yellow  Fever,  by 
Dr.  Jos.  Jones,  La.  was  presented  from  the 
Section  on  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Obstetrics, 
with  the  report  that  it  was  impossible  for  said 
section  to  properly  examine  it  in  the  short 
time  at  their  disposal. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  C.  Wister,  Pennsylvania, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  paper  of  Dr.  Jones,  of 
New  Orleans,  be  returned  to  the  author  with 
the  request  that  he  will  abridge  his  paper  if 
possible,  and  if  not,  present  it  next  year  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Section  on  Practice  a  day 
previous  to  the  meeting,  as  directed  by  law, 
so  that  it  may  have  due  consideration. 
The  Section  on  Chemistry  and  Materia 

Medica  reported  their  minutes,  which  on  mo- 
tion, with  the  accompanying  papers,  was  re- 

ferred to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 
Two  papers  offered  by  Dr.  C.  F.  Perkins, 

Pennsylvania,  were  referred  back  to  their 
author,  as  the  section  had  not  time  to  properly 
examine  them. 

Dr.  L.  P.  Bush,  Delaware,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing, which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Porter,  Dela- 

ware, was  adopted  by  a  standing  vote. 
The  removal,  in  the  order  of  Divine  Provi- 

nence,  by  death,  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Gerhard,  of 
this  city,  marks  an  event  of  more  than  ordi- 

nary importance ;  therefore 
Resolved,  That  the  combination  of  high 

talents,  with  education  in  careful  and  exten- 
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sive  observation,  and  close  analysis,  as  pre- 

liminary to  his  entering  upon  the  practice  of 
medicine,  pursued  with  extraordinary  dili- 

gence under  the  most  favorable  advantages, 
in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  the  clinic  of  that  great 
master,  Baron  Louis,  perfected  him  in  the 
diagnosis  especially  of  the  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  lungs,  and  of  typhoid  fever;  and 
added  to  this,  his  pathological  knowledge, 
brought  with  him  from  abroad,  was  so  re- 

markably accurate,  and  so  admirably  and  suc- 
cessfully were  these  accomplishments  ex- 

hibited to  his  classes  in  the  Blockley  Hospital, 
the  first  field  of  his  labors  after  his  return 
home,  and  afterward  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  that  they  could  not  fail  to  imbue 
the  classes  with  the  enthusiasm  which  mani- 
festeditself  in  his  teachings  by  the  autopsy. 

The  profession  of  that  day  without  hesita- 
tion accorded  to  him,  though  a  young  man, 

a  position  primus  inter  pares,  and  hence  his 
reputation  rapidly  spread  through  the  country, 
and  brought  to  him  from  all  sections  those 
who  desired  the  benefit  of  his  wise  judgment 
in  disease.  * 

Resolved,  That  this  association  desires  to 
record  thus  its  high  appreciation  of  the  servi- 

ces and  character  of  this  lamented  member  of 
the  profession,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  reso- 

lutions be  transmitted  to  the  family  of  the deceased. 
Dr.  L.  J.  Deal,  chairman,  of  the  Commit- 

tee on  Cultivation  of  the  Cinchona  Tree  in  the 
United  States  presented  a  report  which  was 
adopted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Publication. 

The  special  committees  were  called  as  fol- 
lows : 

On  the  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  the  Retina, 
Dr.  R.  F.  Michel,  Alabama,  Chairman.  No 
report. 

On  the  Comparative  Pathology  and  the  Ef- 
fects which  Diseases  of  Inferior  Animals  have 

upon  the  Human  System,  Dr.  Geo.  Sutton, 
Indiana,  Chairman,  reported  progress,  and  was continued. 

On  the  Structure  of  White  Blood  Corpus- 
cles, Dr.  J.  G.  Richardson,  Pennsylvania, 

Chairman,  had  already  read  his  report  to  a 
section,  by  whom  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee of  Publication. 
On  Vaccination,  Dr.  T.  N.  Wise,  Kentucky, 

Chairman.   No  report. 
On  Skin  Transplantation,  Dr.  J.  Ford 

Thompson,  D.  C,  Chairman,  was,  on  motion, continued. 
On  the  Nature  and  Process  of  the  Restora- 

tion of  Bone,  Dr.  A.  L.  Mc Arthur,  Illinois, 
Chairman.   No  report. 

On  some  Diseases  peculiar  to  Colorado,  Dr. 
John  Eisner,  Colorado,  Chairman,  had 
already  been  continued  by  the  Committee  on Nominations. 

On  Correspondence  with  State  Medical  So- 
cieties, Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  Illinois,  Chairman, reported  as  follows : 

Your  committee,  in  compliance  with  the  in- 

struction of  the  association  at  the  last  annual 
meeting,  have  sent  printed  copies  of  their  re- 

port last  year  to  the  secretaries  of  the  several 
State  medical  societies,  asking  them  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  respective  societies  spe- 

cially to  the  resolution  appended  to  the  report 
relating  to  the  subject  of  the  preliminary  edu- 

cation of  those  proposing  to  study  medicine. 
Such  of  the  State  societies  as  have  held  their 

meetings  since  the  communication  was  sent, 
have  given  the  subject  due  attention,  and 
have  given  indications  of  most  gratifying  pro- 

gress in  the  development  of  a  proper  profes- 
sional sentiment  on  that  subject.  But  as 

many  of  the  societies  have  not  had  time  to  re- 
port we  would  simply  report  progresi  and  ask 

to  be  continued. 
On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  the 

committee  were  continued. 
On  What,  if  any,  Legislative  means  are  ex- 

pedient and  advisable,  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  Cc  ntagious  Diseases,  Dr.  M.  H.  Henry, 
New  York,  Chairman.   No  report. 

On  the  Climatology  and  Epidemics  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Dr.  E.  Cutter  ;  New  York,  Dr.  W. 

F.  Thorns;  New  Jersey,  Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt; 
Pennsylvania,  Dr.  W.  L.  Wells ;  Missouri, 
Dr.  W.  S.  Edgar ;  Texas,  Dr.  S.  M.  Welsh  ; 
California,  Dr.  F.  W.  Hatch  ;  West  Virginia, 
Dr.  E.  A.  Hildreth  ;  Minnesota,  Dr.  Chas.  N. 
Hewitt;  Delaware,  Dr. L.  P.  Bush;  Wiscon- 

sin, Dr.  J.  K.  Bartlett ;  Colorado,  Dr.  R.  G. 
Buckingham ;  Oregon,  Dr.  E.  R.  Fiske  :  South 
Carolina,  Dr.  M.  Simmons,  reports  either  in 
full  or  of  progress,  were  presented  and  referr- 

ed to  the  Section  on  Climatology  and  Epidem- 
ics, during  the  session. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Weatherby,  Ala.,  it 

was Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  report  on  medical  education  be 
allowed  to  report  at  our  next  meeting. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  Pa.,  offered  the  following: 
SECT,  in.— STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Amendment  to  the  By-Laws. 
That  instead  of  a  report  on  medical  educa- 

tion, on  medical  literature,  climatology  and 
epidemic  diseases,  there  shall  annually  be  de- 

livered before  the  association^  at  its  general 
meetings,  an  address  in  medicine,  an  address 
in  surgery,  and  an  address  in  midwifery,  or 
the  diseases  of  children.  The  lecturers  to 
be  appointed  this  year  by  the  president; 
afterward  by  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

After  some  discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  A. 
B.  Palmer,  Mich.,  it  was  laid  over  for  consid- 

eration at  the  next  session. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Howard,  Md.,  it 

was 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 

pointed, to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
association,  a  plan  for  the  better  arrangement 
of  the  sections,  and  for  the  more  rigid  exami- 

nation of  papers  offered  for  publication. 
Committee,  Drs.  E.  L.  Howard,  Md. ;  J.  R. 

Bronson,  Mass ;  and  R.  E.  Rogers,  Pa. 
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The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
offered  by  Dr.  Henry  Hartshrrne,  Pa.,  at  the 
Section  on  Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica, 
and  by  them  adopted,  were  on  motion  unani- 

mously adopted  by  the  association  : 
Whereas,  In  all  capital  criminal  trials  in- 

volving questions  of  medical  jurisprudence, 
there  is  an  obvious  disadvantage  in  the  testi- 

mony of  the  scientific  experts,  being;  made  to 
appear  partial  or  antagonistic,  by  their  being 
employed  as  witnesses  upon  one  or  the  other 
side ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  asso- 
ciation that  in  important  criminal  cases  re- 

quiring the  evidence  of  medical  or  chemical 
experts,  the  cause  of  justice  will  be  promoted 
by  the  appointment  by  the  court,  in  every 
such  case,  of  a  commission  of  experts  em- 

powered to  collect  all  purely  scientific  testi- 
mony bearing  on  the  case  and  report  upon  it 

to  the  court  by  which  the  case  is  to  be  tried. 
Resolved,  That  by  the  appointment  of  such 

scientific  commission,  the  present  system  of 
tummoning  chemical  and  medical  witnesses 
in  criminal  trials  might  be  dispensed  with  to 
advantage. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  recommendation 
applies  also  to  cases  of  surgical  or  medical 
malpractice. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  associations  be  re- 
quested to  bring  this  matter  at  an  early  date 

uefore  their  respective  legislatures. 
The  sectiou  on  Meteorology,  Medicil  To- 

pography and  Epidemics,  reported  their  min- 
utes, which,  with  the  accompanying  papers, 

were,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Publication. 

On  motion  t  f  Dr.  D.  M.  Cheston.  of  Pa.,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  Dr.H.  F.  Askew,  of  Del.,  be 
requested  to  prepare  suitable  resolutions  re- 

lative to  the  late  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D., 
for  entry  on  the  minutes. 

Dr.  W.F.  Peck,  of  Iowa,  offered  the  follow- 
ing amendment  to  the  constitution,  which  laid 

over  uuder  the  rules  : 
Amend,  Section  2  of  the  Constitution  so  as 

to  contain  the  words  "  Marine  HospiUl  Ser- 
vice "  after  the  words  army  and  navy. 

Dr.  C.  Percy  La  Koche,  of  Pa.,  offered  the 
following,  which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the 
table  : 

Resolved,  that  the  American  Medical 
Association  invite  their  medical  brethren 
throughout  the  civilized  world  to  join  them 
in  a  medical  congress,  to  be  held  in  1876,  at 
such  place  designated  by  the  association  at 
its  next  meeting  in  St.  Louis. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Alex.  W.  Steia,  New 

York,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  at 

the  meeting  of  this  association  held  at  Wash- 
ington, May  1870,  to  report  on  what  means 

are  expedient  to  prevent  tl  e  renewal  of  pre- 
scriptions by  druggists  without  the  consent 

of  the  physician  ordering  said  prescription, 
be  continued  another  year. 

On  motion  of  Edward  Dr.  Hartshorne  it 

was Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  associa- 
tion are  presented  to  the  officers  and  pro- 

prietors of  the  various  public  institu- 
tions and  industrial  and  other  establish- 
ments, and  to  the  offi  cers  in  command  of  the 

TJ.  S.  Navy  Y<*t\l,  and  the  League  Island 
station,  in  Philadelphia,  iu  acknowledgement 
of  the  kind  invitions  extended  to  the  associa- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this 
association  ar.i  due  and  are  hereby  presented 
to  tbe  authorities  and  congregation  of  the 
First  Reformed  Presbyterian  church,  in  Phila- 

delphia, for  their  timely  and  generous  per- 
mission to  occupy  their  building. 

Of  motion  of  Dr.  Edward  Hartshorne  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  honor  which  has  been 

accorded  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  S.  W.  W. 
Gerhard  is  eminently  due  and  is  hereby  of- 

fered to  those  of  the  late  Prof.  S.  Henry  Dick- 
son, of  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and  to  the 

late  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson,  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  both  of  whom  have  recently 
deceased.  Their  names  and  reputation,  like 
that  of  Dr.  Gerhard,  are  identified  with  the  his- 

tory of  medicine  in  America.  The  American 
Medical  Association  owes  them  a  record  of 
grateful  recognition  which  would  be  as  much 
an  honor  to  itself  as  to  its  memory. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  families  of  the  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Edward  Hartshorne,  Pa., 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  J.  M.  DaCosta,  Pa.,  be 
appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  appro- 

priate notice  of  the  death  of  Prof.  Dickson,  to 
be  placed  upon  the  minutes  and  to  be  con- 

veyed to  the  faculty. 
Dr.  Henry  M.  Skillman,  Ky.,  offered  the  fol- lowing: 

Where  A  ,  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson  has 
served  the  association  for  eight  years  in  the 
arduous  office  ot  permanent  secretary,  without 
anv  sufficient  remuneration;  and 
Whereas,  His  duties  must  become  more 

engrossing  every  year,  and  their  proper  per- 
formance must  interfere  with  other  more  pro- 

fitable employment,  and  entail  labor  upon 
him  well  deserving  compensation;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  he  receive  the  thanks  of  the 
association  for  his  past  services,  and  that  the 
occupant  of  the  office  of  permanent  secretary 
shall  hereafter  be  paid  a  salary  of  one  thou- 

sand dollars  per  annum,  in  quarterly  pay- ments. 
After  some  discussioo,  on  motion,  of  Dr. 

N.  S.  Davis  this  matter  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  three  to  be  appointed 
by  the  president,  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Committee,  Drs.  N.  S.  Divis,  111.;  J.  P. 
White,  N.  Y.;  Edward  Hartshorne,  Pa. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Edward  C.  Harwood,  of 
New  York,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  we  return  our  grateful  thanks 
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to  our  permanent  secrelary  for  his  valuable 
services,  and  as  a  more  permanent  testimonial 
to  Ms  merit,  we  present  him  the  sum  of  $500. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  T.  M.  Logan,  of  Cal.,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  associa- 
tion be  extended  to  the  Committee  of  Ar- 

rangements, the  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  Philadelphia,  the  Professors  of  the 

Jtfferson  Medical  College  and  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  citizens  gen- 

erally, and  e-pecially  to  Col.  Thomas  A.  Scott, 
for  the  kind  attention  and  hospitalities  extend- 

ed to  the  members  of  this  association. 
The  following,  offered  by  Dr.  Henry  Harts- 

horn e,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  laid  on  the  table  : 
Resolved,  That  reaffirming  the  resolution 

of  1870,  by  this  association,  recognizing 
Horace  Wells  as  the  discoverer  of  the  practi- 

cal application  of  anaesthesia  for  surgical  pur- 
poses, we  hereby  acknowledge  the  good  will 

and  sense  of  justice  evinced  by  Sir  James  Y. 
Simpson  and  others  in  England  toward  an 
American  discoverer  which  led  to  originating 
in  England  the  "Horace  Wells  Testimonial 
Fund,"  and  we  cordially  recommend  a  move- 

ment in-  this  country  for  the  same  purpose. 
Ou  motion  of  Dr.  L.  S.  Bolles,  of  Pennsyl- 

vania, it  was 

'Resolved,  That  the  resolution  offeiedby  Dr. Askew,  of  Delaware,  and  adopted  by  the  As- 
sociation, to  wit,  "  that  all  questions  of  a  per- 

sonal character,  including  complaints  and  pro- 
tests, and  all  questions  of  credentials,  be  re- 

ferred at  once  to  the  Committee  on  Ethics, 
and  without  discussion"  be  adopted  by  the 
association  as  a  standiug  resolution. 
The  minutes  of  the  Section  on  Surgery  and 

Anatomy  were  received,  and  with  the  ac- 
companying papers  were,  on  motion,  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 
Dr.  James  Parsons,  of  New  York,  offered 

the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 
Whereas,  Paluel  de  Marin  on  has  been  per- 

mitted to  register  as  a  delegate  from  the 
Westchester  County  Medical  Society  of  New 
York,  and  whereas,  he.  was  appointed  nearly 
a  year  ago,  and  while  he  was  supposed  to  be 
in  good  standing,  but  since  that  time  his  name 
has  been  stricken  from  the  Yonker's  Medical 
Association  ;  he  has  been  refused  admission  to 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  and 
charges  will  be  brought  against  him  for  un- 

professional conduct  at  the  annual  meeing 
of  the  Westchester  County  Medical  Society  ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  name  of  Paluel  de  Mar- 
mon  be  expunged  from  the  register  and  the 
case  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Medical 
Ethics,  with  instruction  to  report  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  this  association. 

Oj  motion  of  Dr.  W.  0.  Baldwin,  of  Ala- 
bama, it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  on  the 
relations  between  physicians  and  druggists 
be  established,  and  that  Dr.  R.  J.  O'Sullivan 
be  appointed  chairman  of  said  committee,  with 

a  request  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
association. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  D.  C,  offered  the  follow-  i 
ing,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  consider  and  report  at 

the  next  meeting  of  the  association  a  suitable 
design  for  a  medal  of  membership. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Huselton,  Pa.,  offered  the  follow- 
ing, which,  on  being  put  by  the  vice  presi- 

dent, Dr.  T.  M.  Logan,  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  association 
are  tendered  the  retiring  president,  Dr.  Yan- 
dell,  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in 
wh;ch  he  has  presided  over  our  deliberations 
during  the  present  session. 

The  president  appointed  as  delegates  to  the 
British  Medical  Association  Drs.  Charles  A. 
Hart,  N.  Y. ;  John  Davies  Jackson,  Ky. ;  J. 
R.  Bronson,  Mass.;  F.  IJenderson,  J.  F. 
Johnston,  Ala,  and  J.  M.  Da:osta,  Penna. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Reese,  of  Yew  York,  offered  the 
following,  which  was  laid  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  whilst  we  admit  the  right  of 
women  to  acquire  medical  education  and  to 
practice  medicine  and  surgery  in  all  their  de- 

partments, we  deem  the  public  association  of 
the  sexes  in  our  medical  schools,  and  at  the 
mixed  clinics  of  our  hosp  tals,  as  impracti- 

cable, unnecessary  and  derogatory  to  the  in- 
stincts of  true  modesty  in  either  sex. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Gallagher,  Pennsyl- 
vania, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  associa- 
tion be  tendered  to  Drs.  W.  H.  Pancoast  and 

Hugh  L.  Hodge,  for  their  very  elegant  and 
sumptuous  entertainments  given  to  the  mem- bers of  this  body. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  R.  W.  Gribbes,  S.  C,  it  j 
was  !  i 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  American  i 
Medical  Association  be  tendered  to  those  I 
ra  lroad  companies  which  have  kindly  reduced  I 
their  rates  of  fare  to  our  delegates. 

The  following,  offered  by  Dr.  I.  N.  Quinby,  i 
New  Jersey,  was  laid  on  the  table  :  I 
Whereas,  Fatal  results  do  sometimes  occur  ( 

from  physicians  neglecting  to  write  ou  their  c 
prescriptions  how  the  medicines  are  to  be  1 
taken ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  safety  of  the  community  e 
requires  that  in  all  cases  in  which  active  j 
remedies  are  prescribed  for  external  or  inter-  n 
nal  use,  the  apothecary  to  whom  the  prescrip-  tl 
tion  is  sert  be  requested  by  the  prescriber  to  o 
to  write  legibly  on  the  phial  or  other  recepta-  \ 
cle  containing  the  medicine  prescribed  the  e 
precise  dose  or  manner  of  using  the  same.  tc 

On  motion  of  Dr.  R.  E.  Rogers,  Pennsylva-  ai 
nia,  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Reese,  relative  to  ci 
the  teaching  of  female  students  at  the  same  j  w 
hours  and  place  with  males  was  taken  from  ai 
the  table  and  again  considered.  After  some  8t 
discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Edward  Harts-  i 
home,  it  was  indefinitely  postponed.  pi 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Morris,  of  Md.,it  was  % 



May  18,  1872.] 
Periscope* 

443 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Associa- 
tion be  tendered  to  the  members  of  the  pn  ss 

of  Philadelphia  for  their  fauhful  reports  of 
our  proceedings. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  then  moved  that  after  the 
president  had  given  a  farewell  address,  the 

association  should  adjourn  to  meet  in  St. 
Louis  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1873. 

The  president  then  thanked  the  members 
for  their  kindness  and  courtesy  to  him.  and 
declared  the  session  adjourned  until  1873. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Practical  Observations  in  Ophthalmic  and 
Aural  Surgery— The  Uses  of  Atropia. 

Mr.  Ernest  Hart,  late  Ophthalmic  and 
Aural  Surgeon  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  says  in 
the  BHtish  Medical  Journal :  Looking  through 
a  long  list  of  cases,  I  nave  emplo  ted  atropia 
drops  m  the  course  of  the  treatment  of  1.523 
out  of  2,710  consecutive  cases  of  disease  aad 
injury  of  (he  eye  (a  list  not  including,  of 
course,  affections  of  the  ophthalmic  ap- 

pendages) ;  and  I  pass  in  review  a  long  array 
of  cases  in  which  1  had  to  regret  that  it  had 

.  not  been  used  before  the  patients  came  into 
my  hands.  Two  of  the  most  recent  consulta- 

tions which  I  have  entered  were  cases  of 
.  injury  to  the  eye.  respectively  at  Paddock- 
hurst  »nd  at  Brighton,  during  the  last  month. 

.  In  both  cases,  the  treatment  had  been  unex- 
|  ceptionable,  except  that  atropia  had  not  been 
used;  and,  though  the  globes  have  been 
saved,  the  fixed  and  closed  irides  will  make 
the  possibilities  of  vision  depend  upon  iridec- 

tomy under  not  very  favorable  circumstances. 
In  the  very  last  consultation  on  a  case  of 
iritis,  of  which  I  have  notes,  the  treatment 
had  been  equally  conducted  without  dilating 
the  pupil.  Mercury,  leeches,  and  lotions  were 
in  use  ;  a  darkened  room  and  an  antiphlogistic 
diet  were  all  in  use  when  I  was  called ;  but 
the  vision  was  extremely  misty,  the  pupil 
contracted,  and  the  patient  in  proportionate 

|i  danger  of  "  false  pupil"  from  the  effusion  of 
il  lymph,  and  of  loss  of  sight. 

Now  I  do  not  think  that  I  *hall  be  u°ing  an 

exaggerated  form  of  expression,  or  going"  be- yond the  stiict  and  well  balanced  weight  of 
words  which  is  necessary  to  give  due  iorce  to 

,!  the  fact  to  be  conveyed,  it  I  say  that  we 
could,  in  the  treatment  of  ophthalmic  disease, 
better  afford  at  this  day,  so  far  as  our  knowl- 

edge of  disease  and  means  of  mastering  it  ex- 
tend, to  dispense  with  all  other  drugs,  lotions, 

and  applications  put  together,  thin  with  this 
one  topical  medicament.  Let  us  consider 
what  atropine  dops  for  the  inflamed  eye.  It 
allays  local  sensitiveness,  and  removes  local 
spasm ;  it  gives  to  the  eye  and  to  its  internal 
muscular  apparatus— iris  and  ciliary  muscle — 
physiological  rest,  the  greatest  of  all  curative 

l  means.   Nor  does  it  do  this  only,  but,  in 

dilating  the  pupillary  aperture,  it  drives  far 
from  us  the  bus  bear  which  long  haunted  the 
ophthalmic  surgeon,  and  which  still  pursues 
those  who  are  not  sedulously  active  in  the  use 
of  atropia— cl.  sure  of  the  contracted  pupil  by 
an  adh  rent  plug  of  lymph,  and  gluing  of  the 
uveal  surface  ot  the  iris  to  the  lens.  It  would 
rob  the  consulting-surgeon  of  a  great  many 
profitable  but  trying  operations  if  the  atropine 
eye-drops  were  ready  in  every  surgery,  not 
nnly  on  all  emergencies,  but  for  the  exigen- 

cies of  daily  practice.  It  is  as  safe  a  rule  in 
ophthalmic  practice  to  use  an  atropine  drop 
when  in  doubt,  as  in  whist  to  play  a  trump. 
I  can  hardly  think  of  more  than  one  absolute 
contraindication,  and  that  is  the  existing 
oval  dilatation  of  the  iris  in  glaucoma. 

There  are,  of  course,  also  mechanical  con- 
traindications, as  in  peripheral  wounds  of  the 

cornea  with  hernia  of  the  iris,  where  to  dilate 
the  iris  is  to  increase  the  peripheral  protru- 

sion ;  but  even  here,  the  moment  the  corneal 
gap  is  healed,  atropia  becomes  of  the  first 
necessity.  But  in  all  cases  of  iritis,  in  contu- 

sions and  injuries  of  the  eye,  in  corneitis, 
purulent  ophthalmia,  scrofulous  ophthalmia, 
and  deep-seated  mixed  inflammations  of  the 
eye,  the  local  instillation  of  a  solution  of 
atropia  is  the  most  precious  of  therapeutic 
means.  The  most  useful  strength  is,  I  think, 
expressed  in  the  formula :  Neutral  sulphate  of 
atropia,  two  gratis;  glycerine,  five  drops; 
distilltd  water,  au  ounce.  The  frequency  of 
the  use  of  the  drop  must  vary  with  the  facility 
and  rapidity  with  which  it  acts.  Where  the 
iris  has  become  much  inflamed  before  the 
local  treatment  is  adopted,  it  is  sometimes 
very  indocile,  slow  to  respond,  and  hard  to 
dilate.  Then  the  measure  of  frequency  must 
be  the  amount  of  resistance,  and  perseverance 
must  be  the  rule  of  treatment.  In  the  treat- 

ment of  keratitis  and  minor  cases  of  deeper  in- 
flammations, one  application  a  day,  or  at  most 

two,  will  suffice *,  and  presently,  once  in  two 
or  three  days.  It  will  be  enough  then  to  keep 
the  pupil  dilated,  and  the  ciliary  apparatus  at 
rest  and  free  from  tormenting  spasm.  The 
present  result  of  the  most  carefui  observation 
of  the  orioin  aod  cause  ophthalmic  disease, 
pursued  with  the  advantages  of  the  improved 
methods  of  optical  diagnosis  now  at  our  com- 

mand, is  to  simplify  our  treatment,  and  to 
ostracise  a  majority  of  superfluous  agents  of 
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medication.  With  a  little  cotton-wool,  alum, 
and  glycerine,  hot  and  cold  water  and  atro- 

pine, and  a  pocket-case  of  instruments,  we  can 
treat  with  a  previously  unattainable  success 
nearly  the  whole  range  <  f  ophthalmic  diseases. 
I  am  speaking  of  local  and  surgical  treatment. 
Oimments,  poultices,  caustics,  irritants,  scari- 

fications, venesections,  blisterings  and  setons, 
may  be  looked  upon  almost  as  things  of  the 
past.  Ti  e  medical,  dietetic,  and  hygienic 
treatments  are  favorably  modified,  and  simpli- 

fied to  an  almost  equ«l  extent,  by  the  intelli- 
gent study  of  diathetic  indicatiot  s ;  but  the 

whole  shopful  of  topical  applications  may  be 
left  aside  by  the  surgeon  who  will  thought- 

fully apply  the  vast  resources  of  the  few 
simple  agents  J  have  named;  and  of  them  all, 
atropine  is  greatest.  I  will  not  undertake  to 
say  that  mercury  is  useless  i  1  the  treatment 
of  some  forms  of  (syphilitic)  iritis  ;  but  I  will 
affirm  that  I  have  repeatedly  seen  iritis  occur 
and  run  a  very  severe  course  in  patients  pre- 

viously and  at  the  time  already  under  the  in- 
fluence of  mercury;  and  that,  in  a  long  series 

of  cases  which  I  treated  by  atropia  and  care- 
ful dieting  only,  and  without  mercury,  during 

five  years  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  the  results were  so  excellent  that  I  could  not  affirm  that 
they  would  have  been  improved  by  the  most 
guarded  and  judicious  use  of  mercury.  A 
number  of  these  cases  were  seen  by  my  col- 

league Mr.  Gascoyen,  who  took  part  in  the 
experiment. 

It  is  possible,  though  not  easy,  to  abuse 
atropine.  It  must  not  be  used,  as  I  have 
said,  in  glaucoma  or  in  peripheral  wounds  of 
the  cornea.  A  case  or  two  of  troublesome 
constitutional  symptoms,  through  absorption 
of  the  excess  by  the  lacrymal  mucous  mem- 

brane, have  been  recorded.  This  is  never 
likely  to  occur  with  ordinary  care,  and  I  have 
never  seen  it  occur  ;  but  it  may  be  well  to 
bear  it  in  mind  in  treating  infants.  The  most 
convenient  and  unfailing  application  may  be 
made  by  the  use  of  the  atropised  gelatine 
disks  which  I  introduced  a  few  years  since, 
and  which  are  now  largely  used  in  this  coun- 

try and  abroad.  They  are  always  ready,  do 
not  spoil  by  time,  and  are  clean  and  precisely 
dosed,  each  disk  containing  as  much  as  a  drop 
of  the  solution  I  have  mentioned. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 A  neatly  got  up  pamphlet  in  the  Ger- 
man language  has  just  been  issued  by  E.  Stei- 

ger,  22  and  24  Frankfort  street,  New  York. 
The  subject  matter  is  of  particular  interest  at 

Book  Notices*  [Vol.  xxvi. 

the  present  day;  and  the  title  may  be  render- 
ed in  English  :  "  The  Kindergarten  in  Amer- 

ica. Origin,  Character,  Significance  and  Edu- 
cational Means  of  Froebel's  System  and  its 

Adaptation  to  American  Conditions.  Briefly 
Sketched  for  the  Use  of  Parents,  Teachers 

and  Lovers  of  Children."  The  principles  of 
the  celebrated  German  educational  reformer, 
Freidrich  Frcebel,  have  hitherto  been 
only  partially  applied  in  this  country,  but 
enough  has  been  achieved  to  cause  them  to  be 
extensively  and  carefully  studied  with  a  view 
to  their  more  general  adaptation  to  America. 
These  principles  are  now  everywhere  occupy- 

ing the  attention  of  thinkiag  men  engaged  in 
education  directly  or  indirectly,  and  they  ap- 

peal to  the  affection  and  sound  sense  of  pa- 
rents in  general.  The  pamphlet  is  therefore 

well  timed  ;  and  all  conversant  with  German 
will  find  in  it  a  very  clear  exposition  of  the 
system  of  education  it  aims  at  disseminating. 

It  may  be  had  gratis  on  application  to  the 

publisher. 
 We  have  received  from  Mr.  Turner 

Hamilton,  106  South  10th  street,  Philadel- 
phia, some  clinical  charts  by  Dr.  William 

W.  Keen.  Their  design  is  to  aid  the  surgeon 
and  the  physician,  by  lurnishing  means  for  the 
graphical  delineation  of  diseases  and  injuries. 
They  will  be  found  useful  in  private  practice, 
and  also  especially  in  shortening  the  work  of 
hospital  and  clinical  teachers  and  students. 
By  means  of  them  the  various  physical  signs 
in  thoracic  and  abdominal  diseases,  relative 
measurements,  deformities,  fractures,  tumors, 
cutaneous  diseases,  and  many  cases  of  surgical 
disease  can  be  delineated  in  a  moment.  Long 
verbal  descriptions  will  thus  be  avoided  ;  the 
eye  be  used  instead  of  the  ear ;  different  cases, 
or  the  same  case  at  different  times,  can  be  ac- 

curately compared,  and  by  the  last  chart  the 
fluctuations  of  temperature,  pulse  and  respira- 

tion be  more  readily  appreciated. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Injuries  of  Nerves  and.  their  Consequences.  By 
S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  etc.  Philadel- 

phia, J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1872.  1  vol., 
8vo.  cloth,  pp.  377. 

The  observations  upon  which  the  greater 
part  of  this  volume  is  based  were  made  dur- 
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ing  the  late  war  in  a  military  hospital,  and  in. 
elude  consequently  numerous  cases  of  gun. 
shot  wounds.  To  some  extent  they  have  been 
included  in  a  small  work  on  "  Gunshot 

"Wounds  and  other  Injuries  of  the  Nerves,"  by 
Drs.  Mitchell,  Morehouse  and  Keen  in 

1864,  and  by  Dr,  Mitchell's  more  recent 
paper  on  "Diseases  of  Nerves  Resulting  from 
Injury, "  in  the  reports  of  U.  S.  sanitary  com- 
mission. 

After  some  careful  preliminary  chapters  on 
the  anatomy,  physiology,  and  general  path- 

ology of  the  nerves,  the  author  proceeds  to 
consider  the  varieties  of  mechanical  injuries 
to  nerves,  and  the  symptomatology  of  such 
lesions.  The  latter  he  divides  into  remote 
symptoms  and  sensory  lesions.  Lesions  of 
special  names  and  the  neural  maladies  of 
stumps  are  subjects  of  independent  chapters. 
He  is  quite  full  upon  the  prog  nosis  and  treat- 

ment of  such  injuries,  and  illustrates  whatever 
he  says  in  the  way  of  general  statement  by 
very  accurately  described  cases.  These 
are  about  seventy  in  number  and  include  some 
very  remarkable  and  characteristic  exhibi- 

tions of  neural  pathology. 
We  shall  not  attempt  to  enumerate  the 

novel  and  original  conclusions  which  the 
author  has  been  justified  in  drawing  from  his 
unsurpassed  opportunities  to  study  nervous 
lesions,  and  which  have  been  presented  in  his 
earlier  and  present  essays.  In  our  space  we 
could  do  neither  him  nor  the  subject  adequate 
justice.  The  more  earnestly  do  we  recom- 

mend those  interested  in  this  highly  impor- 
tant and  very  obscure  branch  of  science,  to 

peruse  this  and  his  earlier  works.  As  an 
authority  on  such  topics  the  author  ranks 
among  the  foremost  observers  at  this  time. 

The  Physiological  and  Therapeutical  Action  of 
the  Bromide  of  Potassium    and  Bromide 

of  Ammonium.   In    two  parts.    By  Ed- 
ward H.  Clarke,  M.  D.,  and  Robert  Amo- 

ry,  M.  D.   Boston,  James  Campbell,  1872, 
1  vol.  cloth  8  vo.  pp.  178.  Price  $1.50.  For 

sale  by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  Phila. 

The  second  part  of  this  volume,  on  the  phy- 
siological action  of  the  bromides,  appeared  in 

the  Transactions  of  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety. That  on  the  therapeutical  action,  by  Dr 

Ciakke,  is  now  first  published.   The  former 
consists  chiefly  of  a  series  of  experimen  s, 

1  thirty  in  all,  on  man  and  the  lower  animals, 
the  results  of  which  are  carefully  discussed 
and  stated  in  a  number  of  propositions.  Dr. 
Clarke,  besides  giving  a  pretty  complete 
summary  of  the  uses  of  these  bromides  in 
various  diseases  as  set  forth  by  other  writers, 
adds  various  observations  from  his  own  em- 

ployment of  them.  His  conclusions  deserve 
to  He  carefully  studied,  and  they  are  on  the 
whole  in  favor  of  the  drug  as  a  valuable  addi- 

tion to  th<-  materia  mediea,  although  he  does 
not  concede  it  all  the  virtues  attributed  to  it 
by  some  of  its  admirers. 
One  quality  recommends  it — its  compara- 

tive safety.  Both  writers  agree  that  no  case 
of  fatal  poisoning  by  it  has  yet  been  known. 
That  given  on  page  62  is  quite  certainly  not 
to  be  reckoned  as  controverting  this.  The 
patient  clearly  died  of  cerebral  disease. 
The  text  is  handsomely  printed  on  tinted 

paper  in  clear  type,  and  is  well  indexed. 

The  Urine  and  its  Derangements  ;  with  the 

Application  of  Physiological  Chemistry  to 

the  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Constitu- 
tional as  well  as  Local  Diseases.  Being 

a  course  of  original  lectures  delivered  at 

University  College,  London.  By  George 

Harley,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.j  etc.,  with  illustra- 
tions. Philadelphia :  Lindsay  &  Blakiston. 

1872.  1  vol.  8vo.,  cloth.  Pp.  334.  Price, 

$2.75. 
These  lectures  appeared  at  first  in  detached 

portions  in  the  London  Medical  Times  and  Ga- 
zette, and  have  been  collected  into  a  volume, 

with  various  additions  by  the  writer.  They 
are  practical  and  eminently  instructive,  and 
together  form  as  good  a  treatise  on  the  sub- 

ject as  any  of  the  many  which  have  re- 
cently appeared.  The  author  is  well-known 

as  one  of  the  most  able  medical  men  of  Lon- 
don. 

The  different  constituents  of  the  urine  are 
first  examined,  separate  lectures  being  de- 

voted to  the  consideration  of  urea,  uric  acid, 
hippuric  acid,  urohsematin,  etc.,  not  merely  in 
their  chemical  relations,  but  in  their  clinical 
significance,  the  pathological  states  which  are 
characterized  by  an  excess  or  deficiency  of 
them,  the  consequent  symptoms,  etc.  Later 
in  the  course,  special  diseases  are  examined 
with  reference  to  nature  and  treatment. 
Very  full  discussions  of  diabetes  mellitus  and 
albuminuria  are  presented,  with  abundant  ad- 

vice as  to  treating  them  on  the  most  approved 

plans. 
The  volume  lacks  a  table  of  contents,  but 

contains  a  very  full  index,  which  makes 
amends  for  the  oversight  in  some  degree.  The 
illustrations  are  merely  of  deposits,  and 
merit  no  special  remark.  The  type  and 
paper  are  altogether  satisfactory. 
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THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  SANITARY 
STUDIES. 

It  is  a  cheering  reward  for  the  fatiguing  and 
unattractive  labors  of  the  statistician,  and 

sanitary  inspector,  that  the  world  outside  of 
the  medical  profession  is  coming  more  and 
more  to  appreciate  the  value  of  preventive 
measures  of  disease.  In  England  this  is  more 

visible,  perhaps,  than  in  our  country,  possibly 
because  they  need  such  precautions  more  there 
than  we  do  here. 

In  an  address  which  Lord  Deeby  not  long 
since  delivered  at  the  opening  of  a  hospital 

near  Liverpool,  he  indorsed  the  opinion  re- 
cently expressed  by  Mr.  Disraeli  at  Manches- 

ter, who,  speaking  on  all  the  great  questions 
of  the  day,  declared  that  the  sanitary  question 
was  at  Ihe  bottom  of  all  national  well-being 

and  greatness.  "  Thirty  years  ago— perhaps 
even  a  dozen  years  ago — language  of  that  kind 

from  a  political  leader,"  said  his  lordship, 
"  would  have  been  thought  eccentric  and  para- 

doxical ;  now  it  is  accepted  as  a  fair  expres- 
sion of  the  feelings  and  wants  of  the  time. 

This  remarkable  change,"  he  went  on  to  say, 
paying  a  graceful  and  well-merited  compli- 

ment to  our  profession,  "is  due  in  the  main 
to  the  collective  labor  of  many  individuals  ; 

personally,  for  the  most  part,  obscure,  but 

[Vol.  xxvi. 
who  have  worked  in  a  spirit  of  unselfish  de- 

votion to  a  great  and  useful  public  cause.  It 
is  to  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession  that 
workers  of  that  kind  have  never  been  rare 

among  its  members  ;  and  that,  while  on  the 
one  hand  no  class  of  society  has  so  freely 

given  its  time  and  care  for  the  relief  of  the 

suffering  poor,  so,  on  the  other  hand,  no  set 
of  men  have  so  habitually  looked  beyond  the 
mere  temporary  relief  of  existing  evils,  or  so 

strenuously  asserted  the  doctrine— some  peo- 

ple would  add,  against  their  own  selfish  inter- 

ests— that  prevention  is  better  than  cure." 
In  France  the  authorities  have  determined 

that  popular  instruction  on  hygiene  and  the 
laws  of  health  must  hereafter  have  a  place  in 

the  curriculum  of  youthful  studies.  The  Min- 
ister of  Instruction  has  applied  to  the  French 

Academy  of  Medicine  to  provide  him  with  a 

programme  for  six  lectures  on  the  subject,  to 

form  part  of  the  annual  course  in  all  the  Ly- 
e'ees  of  France.  After  much  discussion  the 
Academy  has  voted  the  following  programme  : 
Lecture  1.  Hygiene  :  its  object  and  its  means ; 

on  atmospheric  agents  in  respect  to  their  in- 
fluence on  health,  air,  light,  heat,  electricity, 

dryness,  humidity,  winds ;  the  principal  at- 
mospheric changes,  climate,  endemics,  epi- 

demics. 2.  Habitations  :  soil,  exposure,  ven- 

tilation, warming,  lighting,  cleanliness  ;  causes 
of  insalubrity.  Clothing:  its  modifications  ac- 

cording to  age,  season,  climate,  weather.  Care 
of  the  body  :  cosmetics,  baths,  cleanliness  in 
general.  3.  Food  :  the  nature  and  quality  of 
various  kinds  of  food  ;  their  appropriateness 

to  ages,  temperaments,  professions,  climates. 
Preserved  foods  :  admixture  and  adulteration 

of  food  ;  dietaries.  4.  Drink :  potable 

waters  and  their  characters  ;  their  deteriora- 
tion ;  means  of  preventing  and  correcting  it ; 

characters  and  conservation  of  potable  waters. 
Fermented  liquors  :  wine,  cider,  beer,  spirits, 

liquors ;  coffee  and  tea.  5.  Hygiene  of  the 
senses  :  waking  and  sleeping  ;  intellectual  and 

manual  labor.  6.  Exercise  and  rest :  gymnas- 

tic, swimming,  riding,  fencing,  dancing. 

Editorial. 
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No  thing  so  urgently  indicates  the  para- 
mount necessity  of  these  studies  as  the  inju- 

rious influences  of  the  crowding  of  numerous 

workmen,  etc.,  into  cities— the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  modern  industries.  It  is  well-known 

that  of  all  poisons  crowd  poison  is  one  of  the 

most  malignant.  The  more  dense  the  popula- 
tion, the  higher  the  death-rate. 

A  writer  from  Berlin  in  The  Nation  quotes 
some  suggestive  facts  in  this  connection.  He 

says  that  Dr.  SchwAbe,  of  Berlin,  has  pre- 
pared a  tabular  view  of  the  relative  density  of 

population  in  house-accommodation  in  the  five 
principal  cities  of  Europe.  In  London,  the 
average  number  to  a  house  is  eight  persons  ; 

in  Berlin,  thirty-two  ;  in  Paris,  thirty-five  ;  in 
Petersburg,  fifty-two  ;  and  in  Vienna,  fifty- 
five.  This  comparison  is  fair,  with  the  excep- 

tion of  London,  where  the  size  and  st\le  of 
houses  differ  essential^  from  the  Continental 

system  of  fiats.  In  London,  rent  absorbs  from 

one-tenth  to  one-eighth  of  income  ;  in  Berlin, 

one-filth  to  one-fourth ;  in  Paris,  over  one- 
fourth  ;  and  in  Vienna,  one-third.  The  rate 
of  mortality  seems  to  follow  an  arithmetical 

progression  in  analogy  with  the  ratio  of  ten- 
ants ;  thus,  for  every  1,000  the  yearly  deaths 

are,  in  London,  twenty-four;  in  Berlin,  twen- 
ty-five ;  in  Paris,  twenty-eight ;  in  Petersburg, 

forty-one;  and  in  Vienna,  forty-seven.  The 
same  curious  analogy  runs  through  the  ratio 
of  illegitimate  births;  there  bre  in  London, 
four  per  cent. ;  in  Berlin,  sixteen  ;  in  Paris, 

twenty;  in  Petersburg,  twenty-six;  and  in 
Vienna,  fifty-one. 

So  many  causes  influence  both  mortality  and 

illegitimacy — especially  the  latter — that  only 
the  crudest  philosophy  would  generalize  from 

these  data  an  argument  for  or  against  a  par- 

ticular mode  of  house-building,  yet  the  rela- 
tions of  the  figures  are  too  striking  to  be  dis- 

missed as  accidental.  In  two  ways  the  over- 
crowding of  cities  tends  to  immorality ;  first, 

among  the  poor,  through  the  huddling  togeth- 
er of  the  sexes  in  confined  apartments,  and, 

next,  among  the  well-to-do,  by  making  rent 

so  formidable  an  item  in  family  living  that 
many  seek  an  easy  substitute  for  marriage, 
facilities  for  which  are  also  created  by  the 
hotel  and  lodging  system  which  overcrowding 
favors  or  necessitates. 

The  last  volume  of  the  u  Transact  ions  of  the 

Social  Science  Association  "  (British)  contains 
two  or  three  valuable  papers  upon  this  sub- 

ject ;  one  by  Dr.  Henry  W.  Rumsey,  especi- 
ally, embodies  the  testimony  of  eminent  phy- 

sicians that  the  overcrowding  of  cities,  and 

the  overpeopling  of  dwellings  and  streets,  are 

in  themselves  fruitful  causes  of  epidemic  dis- 
ease and  of  physical  and  moral  degradation. 

Indeed,  men  of  the  highest  scientific  authority 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  such  overcrowding, 

the  aggregation  of  such  masses  in  small 
spaces,  tends  to  the  physical  deterioration  of 
the  human  race.  Mr.  George  Godwin, 

F.  R.  S.,  brands  it  as  "  a  deadly  evil."  With 
an  Englishman,  of  course,  the  first  remedy  is 

an  act  of  Parliament :  "  That,  as  for  the  over- 
crowding of  persons  in  a  house,  so  also  for  the 

overcrowding  of  houses  in  a  given  area,  there 
should  be  a  iimit  to  density  of  population  fixed 

by  law."  Certainly,  the  evil  is  so  vast  and 
so  portentous  that  it  calls  for  all  the  wisdom 

of  the  statesman,  all  the  research  of  the  scien- 
tist, and  all  the  zeal  of  the  philanthropist  to 

cope  with  it  in  the  interest  of  humanity. 
We  should  feel  great  satisfaction  that  the 

advance  of  sanitary  science  tends  to  neutral- 
ize this  deterioration  of  the  race. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Artificial  Peculiarities  Hereditarily  Trans- 
mitted- 

Dr.  Sedwick  writes  to  the  British  Medical 
Journal : 

"  There  are  many  cases  on  record  in  which 
acquired  peculiarities  or  defects  have  been 
hereditarily  transmitted  by  the  human  race. 
In  the  series  of  papers  which  I  published  some 
years  since  in  the  British  and  Foreign  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Review,  on  the  limitation  of  heredi- 

tary disease,  some  interesting  examples  of 
such  transmission  of  acquired  defects  have 
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been  cited.  Among  them  are  a  case  observed 
by  Bluhenbach,  in  which  a  man,  whose 
little  finger  of  the  right  hand  had  been  nearly 
demolished  and  set  awry,  and  several  sons,  all 
of  whom  had  the  little  fingers  of  the  right  hand 
crooked ;  a  case  observed  by  M.  Geschreifht 
at  the  Eye  Institution  in  Brussels,  of  two 
brothers,  microphthalmic  on  the  left  side* 
whose  father  had  lost  his  left  eye  fifteen  years 
before  his  marriage,  in  consequence  of  puru- 

lent ophthalmia,  whilft  serving  in  the  army  of 
Holland  ;  a  case  observed  by  Mr.  Wright  at 
Dover,  of  a  lady  who  was  frightened  by  a 
ferret  whilst  in  a  state  of  pregnancy — the 
child  when  born  had  eyes  precisely  like  that 
animal ;  every  child  after  that  had  the  same 
kind  of  eyes,  and  they  all  became  blind,  or 
nearly  so,  about  the  age  of  puberty.  The 
following  case,  recorded  by  G.  L.  Dtjritjs,  has 

been  already  cited  (British  and  Foreign  Medico" 
Chirurgical  Review,  April,  1863,  p.  447)  to 

illustrate  Dr.  Brown-Seqtjard's  observations 
respecting  the  hereditary  transmission  of  ac- 

quired epilepsy :  "  A  man,  who  was  not  born 
epileptic,  shattered  the  dorsal  vertebrae  in  fall- 
ng  from  the  top  of  an  oak ;  the  result  of  this 
accident  was  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
limbs,  which  lasted  for  years,  and  was  not 
perfectly  cured  when  he  married  ;  his  son,  on 

attaining  the  age  of  puberty,  became  epilep- 
tic." There  is,  therefore,  no  need  to  assume? 

as  M.  Bert  has  done,  that  guinea  pigs  possess 

an  "  exceptional  predisposition"  to  artificial 
hereditariness." 

Propositions  in  Anitnal  Mechanics. 
The  Rev.  Samuel  Hatjghton,M.  D  ,F.  R.  S., 

Medical  Registrar  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
announces  in  the  English  journals :  The  com- 

plete mathematical  proofs  of  the  following 
propositions  will  appear  in  my  forthcoming 
work  on  Animal  Mechanics. 

1.  Each  muscle  is  constructed  in  relation 
to  its  joint,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  perform 
one  kind  of  work  only  ;  and  it  performs  that 
work  to  maximum  advantage. 

2.  The  number  of  muscles  employed  is  de- 
termined by  the  number  of  distinct  actions 

required  from  the  limb. 
3.  The  shape  and  form  of  the  bones  em- 

ployed are  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
shape  and  power  of  the  muscles  in  action. 

4.  The  smallest  muscle  in  the  combination 
is  as  carefully  adapted  to  its  conditions  of 
maximum  work  as  the  largest  muscle. 

From  these  propositions,  supposed  to  be 
extended  to  the  action  of  every  muscle  and 
joint,  it  appears  to  me  to  follow  as  necessary 

consequences — 
1.  That  a  foreseeing  mind  planned  the  type 

of  the  limb  and  of  its  actions. 

2.  That,  the  idea  of  the  limb  and  of  its  nec- 
essary actions  being  given,  the  number,  shape 

and  arrangement  of  the  necessary  muscles  can 
be  calculated  and  predicted  with  as  much  cer- 

tainty as  an  astronomer  can  predict  an  eclipse. 
3.  That  the  shape  and  arrangement  of  tl  e 

bones  follow,  of  necessity,  from  the  necessary 
arrangement  of  the  muscles. 

4.  That  any  alteration,  however  slight,  in 
any  part  of  the  combination  of  bones,  muscles, 
and  joints,  would  entail  a  loss  of  work,  and 
lead  to  a  less  perfect  mechanism. 

5.  That,  hence,  the  permanence  and  sta- 
bility of  each  species  (so  far  as  relates  to 

bones,  muscles  acd  joints)  is  absolutely  se- 
cured, on  the  principles  so  admirably  laid 

down  by  Mr.  Darwin. 
6.  That  the  profound  study  of  the  mechan- 

ism of  joints  lends  no  support  to  the  postu- 
late that  the  similarities  in  the  bones,  mus- 
cles and  joints  of  animals  may  be  explained 

by  common  descent  irom  a  supposed  common 
ancestor. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Shall  we  Attend  the  Families  of  Clergymen 
Gratuitously. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
This  is  a  question  that  often  comes  up  for 

discussion  at  our  medical  societies,  and  one 
of  which  no  absolute  solution  can  be  given. 
The  physician  must  in  all  cases  be  guided  by 
circumstances.  The  clergyman  may  be  very 
poor  and  unable  to  pay.  Or  he  may  be  rica 
or  at  least  far  better  off  than  the  phvsician. 
Rich  or  poor,  he  may  prefer  to  pay.  He  may 
indignantly  refuse  services  which  he  may  not 
requite.  Such  instances  have  frequently  come 
under  my  observation.  One  gentleman  in 
particular — a  Methodist  minister,  of  slender 
means  but  great  independence,  would 
not  employ  a  physician,  he  said,  who  would 
tender  to  him  gratuitous  services.  He  did  not 
wish  to  be  treated  as  a  common  pauper. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  kuown  excellent 
divines  who  thought  it  a  compliment  to  the 
physician  to  be  allowed  to  attend  their  fami- 

lies for  nothing.    The  physician  was  more 
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than  requited  in  the  fosttring  help  of  their  in- 
fluence. To  be  known  as  the  clergyman's 

doctor  was  something  better  than  money. 
And  indeed  in  countless  instances,  this  has 
proved  true.  How  many  a  young  practitioner 
whose  first  patron  has  been  the  village  cler- 

gyman, has  found  it  so  ? 
Sometimes  such  attendance  is  no  slight  tax 

on  the  physician's  time  and  means.  Especi- 
ally is  this  the  case  where,  in  the  circuit  of  his 

daily  duties,  he  must  attend  the  families  of 
several,  say  half  a  dozen  of  the  clergy,  and  is 
expected  to  furnish  his  medicine.  Such  in- 

stances are  not  uncommon.  He  must  not  seem 
partial  to  any.  He  must  not  discriminate  in 
favor  of  a  particular  one.  Some  may  be 
abundantly  able  to  pay,  but  would  deem  them- 

selves insulted  were  the  medical  man  to  pre- 
sent a  bill.  Have  they  not  always  spoken 

well  of  him,  and  even  recommended  him  to 
people  of  their  parish?  Or  has  not  the  mere 
fact  of  their  employing  him  been  the  only 
needful  recommendation  ?  There  are,  doubt- 

less, plenty  of  doctors  that  would  jump  at  the 
chance  of  attending  their  families  for  nothing. 
So  if  the  physician  presents  a  bill,  he  never 
has  the  opportunity  to  present  another. 

For  the  following  anecdote  I  indebted 
to  my  old  friend,  Dr.  W.,  of  Sherbrooke, 
Canada.  Dr.  W.  had  for  years  been  the 
family  physician  of  one  of  the  town  clergy- 

men. The  family  had  been  afflicted  with 
much  sickness,  and  the  doctor  had  been  un- 

wearied in  his  attendance.  In  accordance  with 
his  usual  custom,  the  doctor  had  made  no 
charge,  and  presented  no  bill.  At  length  the 
time  came  when  the  arduous  services  of  the 
medical  man  were  to  be  repaid — in  the  lavish 
bestowment  of  gratitude,  at  least.  As  an  ex- 

pression of  this  grateful  appreciation  of  past 
services,  the  clergyman's  lady  promised  a 
gift.  "  Something  pretty  nice  "  was  soon  to 
gladden  the  eyes  ot  the  expectant  M.  D. !  It 
was  currently  reported  among  the  people  of 
the  parish,  that  the  doctor  was  to  have  a  pres- 

ent from  the  minister's  wife.  The  doctor 
longed  to  see  it.  It  must  furely  be  something 
munificent.  Perhaps  a  piano  for  his  eldest 
daughter.  Perhaps  a  fifty-dollar  easy  chair 
for  his  office.  Perhaps  a  new  set  of  surgical 
instruments  selected  by  some  friend  of  the 
lady.    Perhaps  a  splendid  microscope. 
The  day  of  presentation  came.  What  do 

you  suppose  was  the  precious  gift — the  token 
of  appeciation  of  years  of  services  ?  Why  a 
paltry  napkin  ring,  of  silver  or  some  baser 
metal.  If  I  remember  right  it  did  not  stand 
the  test  of  s^ood  silver,  and  proved  to  be  only 
plated.   The  cost  was  possibly  $1.50  ! 
Some  excellent  physicians  of  my  acquain- 

tance have  for  years  acted  on  the  policy  of 
exacting  pay  for  services  rendered  clergy- 

men's families.  Others  regularly  present  a 
bill  with  such  reduction  from  the  full  charge 
as  they  please  to  make.  My  own  impression 
is  that  an  account  should  be  made  of  all  such 

visits  rendered.  "  Charge,  Chester,  charge,"  is 

the  advice.  The  full  account  should  regularly 
be  presented,  receipted  or  not,  as  the  physi- 

cian deems  proper.  If  the  physician's  servi- 
ces to  clergymen  are  to  be  unrequited,  the  lat- 
ter should  at  least  know  the  moneyed  value 

of  such  services. 
E.  P.  Htjkd,  M.  D. 

Newbury  port,  Mass.,  May  4, 1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

The  Georgia  Medieal  Association. 
The  difficulties  which  have  for  a  number  of 

years  disturbed  the  Georgia  Medical  Associa- 
tion have  been  arranged,  and  the  profession 

is  now  at  peace  in  that  State,  for  which  all 
conversant  with  the  case  will  be  heartly  glad. 

In  Trouble. 

The  Cable  from  England  on  May  10th  re- 

ported : A  man  named  Andrews,  a  druggist,  has 
been  on  a  trial  before  Baron  Mortin,  in  the 
Exchequer  Court,  on  a  charge  of  using  in  the 
capacity  of  a  Doctor  of  Medicine  an  alleged 
spurious  degree  obtained  from  a  Philadelphia 
college.  The  defendant  was  to-day  convicted 
of  the  charge,  and  in  passing  sentence  the 
Judge  expressed  his  pleasure  at  what  he  had 
learned  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  Americans 
were  already  engaged  upon  measures  for  the 
suppression  of  the  institution. 

The  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

A  meeting  of  the  contributors  to  this  institu- 
tion was  held  at  the  Hospital,  Eighth  street, 

below  Spruce,  on  Monday,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  twelve  managers  and  a  treasurer  to 
serve  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  Jacob 
James  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Saunders 
Lewis  acted  as  secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  for 
the  past  year  was  read .  It  showed  that  the 
total  expenses  for  the  year  amounted  to 
$56,044.58,  and  the  total  income  to  $39,293  32. 
The  number  of  cases  treated  had  been  2,176. 
New  patients  received  during  the  year  2,006. 

Discharged  after  treatment,  1,838."  Out-door patients  treated,  870.  Prtients  from  recent 
accidents  occupying  beds,  729. 

A  list  of  bequests  and  gifts  received  during 
the  year  was  given,  amounting  in  the  aggre- 

gate to  $9,565.42,  which  sum  had  been  added 
to  the  capital  of  the  institution.  The  report 
also  contained  an  urgent  appeal  for  immediate 
assistance,  and  stated  that  unless  help  was 
forthcoming  it  would  become  necessary  to 
contract  the  efforts  of  the  hospital  for  the  re- 

lief of  the  sick. 
The  report  of  the  West  Philadelphia  branch 

for  the  treatment  of  the  insane  showed  that 
during  the  year  there  had  been  295  male  and 
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female  patients  admitted ;  179  had  been  dis- 

charged, cured  and  improved,  and  105  free 
beds  occupied.  The  whole  number  treated 
durini?  the  year  had  been  651 ;  the  average 
number  under  treatment  being  384. 

Baby  Farming. 

The  bill  which  has  passed  the  British  Com- 
mons, and  will  no  doubt  become  law,  touching 

"  Baby  Farming,"  provides  that  no  person shall  receive  or  retain  for  hire  or  reward  two 
or  more  infants  under  a  year  old,  to  be  nursed 
or  maintained  away  from  their  parents  during 
a  longer  time  than  twenty-four  hours,  without 
having  first  taken  out  a  license.  Those  having 
such  children  under  their  care  wnhout  a 
license  will  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  Li- 

censes are  to  be  revoked  when  it  can  be 
shown  that  any  child  has  suffered  from  ne- 

glect. E  ich  death  must  be  reported  to  the 
coroner  within  twenty-four  hours,  whi!e  a 
complete  list  of  all  the  ch  ldren  who  bave  at 
any  time  been  in  the  establishment  must  be 
kept  nnd  be  open  to  inspection,  so  that  it  can 
at  all  limes  be  seen  whence  each  child  came 
and  how  it  was  eventually  disposed  of. 

QUERIES  AITD  REPLIES. 

Levis'  Splint. 
Dr.  J.  G.  C,  of  Pa  ,  "  Dr.  Levis'  Apparatus  for  fracture 

of  the  clavicle,  can  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Kolbe,  Ninth 
St.,  this  city. 

OBITUARIES. 

SURGEON  JOHN  S.  KITCHEN,  UNITED  STATES 
NAVY. 

John  S.  Kitchen,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  United  States  Navy, 
died  in  this  city  May  8th.  Dr.  Kitchen  was  born  in  Phila- 

delphia, November,  1830,  and  was  commissioned  an  assist- 
ant Surgeon  in  the  Navy  on  the  1st  of  May,  1855.  His 

first  duty  wis  on  board  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  St. 
Louis,  on  the  <oast  of  Africa,  from  185  >  to  1858.  He  was 
next  attached  to  the  steam  frigate  Wabash,  the  flag  ship 
of  the  Mediterranean  Squadron,  returning  home  to  be  pro_ 
mottd  to  passed  assistant  surgeon  in  1859,  wh<=n  he  was 
stationed  at  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Hj  wa  commissioned  a  surgeon  on  the  1st  of  August, 
1861,  and  was  ordered  first  to  the  steamer  Pocahontas,  and 
subsequently  to  the  steam  slcop  Mohican,  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  During  1862  and  1863  he 
wa«  attached  to  the  steam  frigale  Minnesota,  the  flag-ship 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  and  on  his 
return  was  ordered  to  the  naval  rendezvous  at  Boston. 
During  1864  and  1865  he  was  agaio  at  sea,  on  board  the 
steam  sloop  Sacramento  during  her  chase  of  the  rebel 
iron-clad  privateer  Stonewall.  He  was  then  ordered  as 
surgeonin  charge  of  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C, 
from  which  he  again  went  to  the  naval  rendezvous  at  Bos- 

ton, thence  to  the  receiving  ship  Ohio.  In  1869  he  was 
ordered  to  the  iron-clad  Dictator,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  vfhi'e  attached  to  her  exhibited  the  first  decided  mani- 

festations of  the  disease  of  which  he  died  In  1870  he  was 
ordered  as  a  member  of  the  Naval  Medical  Board,  in  ses- 

sion at  the  Naval  Hospital  in  Philadelphia;  and  finally, 
as  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Mare  Island 
Navy-yard,  from  which  he  was  invalided  in  September, 
1871,  since  which  time  he  has  been  confined  to  his  resi- dence. 

Dr.  Kitchen  was  actively  and  honorably  employed, 
without  intermission,  during  the  whole  seventeen  years 
of  his  connection  with  the  the  navy,  and  his  prematurely 
early  death  was  the  result  of  hie  arduous  duties  and  ex- 

posure. 
CHARLES  WESTON,  M.  D. 

Died  at  Nicolaus,  Sutter  county,  California,  Fe  - 
ruary  25th,  Dr.  Chas.  Weston,  late  Surgeon  U.  S.  A- 
Dr.  Weston  was  born  in  Charleston,  South  Carelina,  May 
2  »tb,  1840,  and  graduated  in  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia,  in  1861.  He  then  commenced  practice  in 
that  city,  but  shortly  after  received  a  commission  ii  the 
U.  S.  service.  He  received  a  wound  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  while  in  discharge  of  professional  duties,  from  a 
shell  thrown  into  the  hospital.  The  doctor  came  overland 
to  California  in  search  of  health,  and  so  far  regained  it  as 
to  be  able  to  resume  the  practice  <;f  his  profession  to  which 
he  was  atdently  attached,  and  in  the  active  duties  of  which 
he  continued  to  within  three  days  of  his  death.  When  con- 

scious of  his  approaching  end,  he  arranged  his  business  for 
the  event,  and  suddenly  expired  in  the  arms  of  a  friend,  of 
whom  he  had  requested  to  be  raised  up  in  bed.  He  leaves 
a  devoted  wife  to  mourn  his  demise,  and  the  community, 
while  they  sympathize  with  her,  also  feel  their  loss  in  an 
able  and  beloved  physician. 

MARRIAGES. 

Atwell— Moore.— On  the  30th  ult.,  at  St.  J  din's 
church,  t^ncaster,  Pa.,  by  the  Rev.  Edward  W.  Appleton, 
Rector  of  St.  Paul's  churcn,  Cheltenham,  Pa.,  Mr.  Wil- liam Curtis  Atwell  and  JV»iss  Anastasta  Ford  Moore, 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Oorge  Moore,  of  Columbia,  Pa. 
Gump— Lutz.— March  20th.  in  the  Lutheran  church, 

Bedford,  Pa.,  by  the  Rev.  J.  B  Keller,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
K,  F.  Wilson,  Dr.  S.  H  Gump,  and  Sophia  M.  Lutz,  both  of 
Bedford,  Pa. 
Hamilton— Pettit. — May  7rh,  by  Eev.  Thos  Sproull, 

D.  D.,  at  thfc  residence  of  the  bride's  parerts,  No.  45  CJnion Avenue,  Allegheny  city,  John  Hamilton,  M  D.,  and  Mrs. 
Margaret  C.  Pettit,  daughter  of  David  Culoertson,  Esq. 
Hunt— BaR*r — Apiii30th,atTrinity  church,  Covington, 

Ky.,  bv  tje  Rev.  Isaac  Gibson,  Rtctor,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  C.  G.  Currie,  of  Provideice,  R.  I.,  Wm.  H.  Hunt, 
M.  D.,  and  Margaretta  Wager,  daughter  of  Jno.  W. 
Baker  Esq. 
Nickkrson—Lockwood.— March  25th,  by  the  Rev.  S.  S. 

Sturgrs,  William  M.  isickerson,  Surgeon  U  S.  Navy,  of 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  Miss  Ella,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Loekwoud,  H'sq  ,  of  Su  yrna,  Delaware. Svphkks— ttART.— At  the  residence  of  C.  P.  Hart,  M. 
D.,  in  YelJow  Springs,  O.,  May  1st,  by  the  Rev.  D.  R.  Col- in ery,  Mr.  George  W.  Syphers  and  Miss  Carrie  B.  Hart. 

DEATHS. 

Benham.— In  Pittsburg,  April  27th,  1872,  Nellie  Rand, wife  of  Dr.  S.  N.  Benham. 
Kitchen.— In  this  city,  May  8th,  Surgeon  John  S. 

Kitchex  ,  U.  S.  Navy,  pged  41  years. 
Mujlha  llon. —  In  Brooklyn,  May  8th,  after  a  long  and 

pro!  racked  illness,  Dr.  Wm.  E.  Mu  hallon,  in  the  53d  year of  hi-i  age. 
Sangek.— In  New  York,  May  8th,  after  a  long  and  pain- ful i  lnefcs,  Wm.  W.  Sanger,  M.  D.,  in  the  531  year  of  his 

age. 
Smith.— At  his  residence,  in  Gfary,  Kansas,  February 

13th  of  disease  of  the  heart,  Dr.  J.  Patterson  Smith,  in  his 59th  year. 
StilIiE. — In  this  city,  Mav  7th,  Louis  Sydenham  Stifle, 

M.  !>.,  in  the  23d  year  ot  his  age,  son  of  Prof.  A.  Stille,  M. 
D..  of  the  University  of  Penna. 
Takk.— At  Denton,  Md.,  May  2d,  Charles  E.  Tarr,  M.  D. 
Wimley.— In  this  city,  May  4th,  George  W.  Wiruley, 

M.  D. 
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Physicians  can  rely  upon  our  Manufacture  with  Confidence. 

Price  Lists,  with  full  Recipes,  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal  Druggists 

throughout  the  United  States. 

WE  OFFER  TO  PHYSICIANS  A  LARGE  AND  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  STOCK  OF 

PURE  DRU&S,  CHEMICALS  AND  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

INCLUDING  ALL  THE 

NEW  REMEP~
~  ~ ALSO, 

Surgical  Instruments,  Saddle  Bap 

Cases  in  Grr  t 

ket 

FRESH  AND  RELIABLE  VACCINE  VIRUf 

Si.50  :pe. 
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WILLIAM  AUTENRIETH, 

NO.  71  WEST  SIXTH  STREET, 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO, 

MANUFACTURER  OF  AND  DEALER  IN 

SURGICAL  AND  ORTHOFIEDIGAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

Club-foot  Shoes,  Spinal  Apparatus,  etc. 
Keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  full  variety  of  Stomach 

Pumps,  etc.  Stockings  for  Varicose  Veins.  Electric  Bat- 
teries of  all  Manufacturies. 

49-  Agent  for  Dr.  L.  A.  BABCOCK'S 
SILVER  UTERINE  SUPPORTER, 

DR.  AHL'S  POROUS  FELT  SPLINTS, ALSO, 

DAY'S  SPLINTS;; 
HOLES  WORTH  SI  RANGES, 

AND 

S.  W.  ELLIOTT'S  SADDLE-BAGS. 
795-316 

Detroit  Medical  College. 
SESSION  OF  1872-73. 

FACULTY: 
EDW.  W.  JENKS,  M.  D.,  President,  Medical  and  Surgical Diseases  of  Women  and  Clinical  Gynaecology. 
THEO.  A.  McG-RAW,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  Principles  and Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 
GEO.  P.  ANDREWS,  M.  D.,   Principles  and  Practice  of 

Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 
C.  B.  GILBERT,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, and  Clinical  Medicine. 
JAS.  F.  NO  YES,  M.  D-,  Ophthalmology  and  Aural  Surgery. 
N.  W.  WEBBER,  M.  D.,  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 
RICHARD  INGLIS,  M.  D.,  Obstetrics. 
Hon.  HENRY  B.  BROWN,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
ALBERT  B.  LYONS,  M.  D..  Chemistry  and  Toxicology. WM.  H.  LATHROP,  M.  D.,  Diseases  of  Mind  and  Brain. 
LEARTDS  CONNOR,  M.  D.,  Physiology  and  Microscopical 
Anatomy. 

H.  O.  WALKER,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and Lecturer  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  preliminary  and  regular  sessions  of  this  Institute 
will  hereatter  be  held  in  Autumn  and  Winter.  Prelimi- 

nary term  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September. 
Tne  regular  term  will  open  on  first  Wednesday  of  October and  continue  five  months.   The  Fees  are  as  follows : 
Matriculation  fee,      -      -      -      -      -  -    $  5.00 
Hospital  fees,        -  6.00 
Lecture  fees  for  first  and  second  course  students,  50:00 

"      "    third  course  students,    -  25.00 Graduation  fee,  -  25.00 
j8^"Daily  Clinical  instruction. For  Catalogue,  or  further  information,  address, 

Dr.  THEODORE  McGRAW,  Secret ARy, 
783-819  545  Jefferson  Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 

gNOWDEN  &  BROTHER, 
Late  Wiegand  &  Snowden, 

Established  821. 
MANUFACTURERS  AND  T?.rpoT  OF 

SURGICAL  lilt  -   tS 

M" 
Trusses,  j 

*— —  •xsa^ -634  PHILADELPHIA. 

NO  W  READY 

CONSUMPTION! 

Its  Pathology  and  Treatment, 
BY 

WILLIAM  MINOR  LOGAN,  M.  D„ 

OF 
CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

12mo.,  90  pas?e3 — on  toned  papier,  neatly  bound. 

Price, 

$1.00.   Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid 
To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol. 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which— that  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  'exhausting  the  edition  in 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries 
it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 

LONG  ISLAND  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. — TERM  1872. FACULTY: 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,.Prof.  of  the  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Corydon  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Edw.  S.  Dunster,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases 

Children. Geo.  W.  Plympton,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- cology. 

Alex.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  of  Women,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics. 

Jarvis  S.  Wight,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Medica  and  Thera- 

peutics. Alpheus  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Henry  S.  Cheever,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Mic 

scopic  Anatomy. 
Geo.  K.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
J.  S.  Prout,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
Arthur  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  th Ear. 
The  next  Annual  Session  will  commence  MARCH  5, 1872, 

and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  Reading  Term  will  com- mence OCTOBER  4, 1871,  and  continue  five  months. 
Fees  for  the  full  course,  $100;  Matriculation,  $5 ;  Gradua- 

tion, $25.  Clinical  instruction  is  given  daily.  Ample  provision 
for  Dissection.   For  Circulars,  apply  to 
760-811]  JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

NOW  BEADY. 

Cancer  :  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W.  BRIGHT,  M.  D., 
OF  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 

Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 
and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 

views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  ligh  t 
of  the  most  recent  researches,  and  ad  is  his  own  views  and 
observations,  together  with  his  practical  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  Price,  $2.00,  sent  by  mail,  postage 
paid.  S.  W.  BUTLER, 115  South  Seventh  St., 'Philadelphia, 
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invalids,  superiority  is  acknowledged.  We  have  made  it 
a  specialty  for  many  years,  and  can  confidently  recom- mend it  to  the  drug  trade. 

John  G.  Baker  &  Go's  Citrate  of  Magnesia. 
Prepared  with  Especial  Care,  and  warranted  to  retain 
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JOHN  C.  BAKER,  Philadelphia. 

PENNSYLVANIA   CENTRAL  RAIL- ROAD. 
WEST  PHILADELPHIA. 

Trains  leave  Depot,  THIRTY-SECOND  and  MARKET Streets. 
Trains  arrive  at  Depot,  THIRTY-FIRST  and  MARKET Streets. 

MAIN  LINE  WESTWARD. 
Paoli  Accommodation,  daily,  except  Sunday, 

6:25  A.  m.,  8:30  A.  m.  and  11:10  A.  M. ;  1:10  p.  u., 
6:40  P.  M.  and  ,   10:30  p.  M. 
Lock  Haven  and  Elmira  Express,  daily,  except 
Sunday   8:00  A.  M. 

Niagara  Express,  daily,  except  Sunday   7:30  A.  m. 
Mail,  daily,  except  Sunday   8:00  A.  m. 
Fast  Line&  Erie  Express,  daily,  except  Sunday,  12:40  p.  m. 
Harrisburg  Accomo'tion,    "         "  "        2:30  p.  m. 
Lancaster  and  York  Ace,  "         "  "        4:10  p.m. 
Parkesburg  Train,  "         "  "         5:30  p.  M. Cincinnati  Express,  daily   6:H0  p.  m. 
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Erie  Mail,  daily   6:30  p.  m. 
Southern  Express,  daily   9:00  p.  u. 
Through  Passenger,  daily,  except  on  Sunday....  10:50  p.  m. 
Pacific  Express,  daily   11:40  p.m. 
Paoli  Sunday  Trains   8:40  a.  m.  and  6  40  p.  m. 

(/incinnati  Express  only  to  Harrisburg  on  Saturdays. 
Erie  Mail,  Saturday  night,  runs  only  to  Williamsport. 
For  through  passenger  train  tickets  must  be  procured 

and  baggage  delivered  at  No.  116  Market  Street,  by  5  p.  m. 
NEW  YORK  DIVISION. 

Express  for  New  York,  7:10,  8:30  and  11:00  A.  M.,  and  1:20, 
3:00,  5:30  and  6:45  p.  M.,  and  12  night. 
Emigrant  Train  for  New  York,  11:30  p.  m. 
New  York  Sunday  Trains,  8:30  a.  m.,  6:45  p.  m.,  12  night. 

KENSINGTON  DEPOT. 
Holmesburg  and Bustleton,  6:45  A.  M.,  12:30, 5:15, 
and   7:15  P.  m 

Way  Trains  for  Trenton  10:00  a.  m.  and  2:30  p.  m. 
Way  Train  for  Bristol   6:00  p.  m. 

FOR  BELVIDERE  DELAWARE  RAILROAD. 
Express  for  Trenton,  Lamb'ville,  Easton,  etc.,  7:00  A.  M. 
Express  "         "  "  "         "      3:00  p.  m. 
Way  Train  for  "  "  «<        "      5:00  p.m. 

MARKET  STREET  FERRY— AMBOY  DIVISION. 
Accommodation  Train  New  York,  via  Amboy...   7:00  a.m. 
Way  Trains  for  Trenton,  8:00  and  10:00  a.  m., 

12  noon,  2:f0  p.  M.,  and   5:00  p.  M. 
Accommodation  for  New  York,  via  Jersey  City,  3:00  p.  M. 
Accommodation  for  South  Amboy  ...  4:00  p.  m. 
Way  Trains  for  Bordentown,  6:00,  7:30,  and   11:30  p.  m. 
Express  Trains  for  Hightstown,  6:45  a.  m.,  and  3:30  p.  M. 
Way  Train  for  Pemberton  and  N.  J.  Southern 
and  Tuckerton  railroads  10:00  a.  m. 

Way  Train  for  Hiehtstown   1:00  p.  M. 
Way  Trains  for  Pemberton,  2:30  p.  m.  and   6:30  p.  M. 
Way  Train  for  Pemberton  and  Tuckerton  RR.  5:00  p.  M. 
Way  Train  for  Mount  Hollv,  Monday,  Wednes- 

day, Thursday  and  Saturday  only   11:30  P.  m. 
f   No.  901  Chestnut  Street, 

TICKET  OFFICES:  -{    No.  838  Chestnut  Street, (.   No.  116  Market  Street,  and  at  the 
Depots  and  Ferry  named  above. 

A.  J.  CASSATT,  General  Manager. 
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THE  MEDICAL  TREATMENT  OF  GON- 
ORRHEA. 

By  Gustave  A.  Shane,  M.  D., 
Of  Salem,  Ohio. 

I  recently  noticed  in  some  medical  journal 
(the  current  number  of  the  Half -Yearly  Com- 

pendium ,  I  believe),  an  advocate  of  the  mild 
method  of  treating  gonorrhea,  to  which  I 
yield  a  ready  assent,  and  desire  to  call  the  at- 

tention of  the  profession  to  a  method  of  treat- 
ing this  very  frequently  rebellious  disease, 

which,  in  my  hands,  after  repeated  trials  in 
succession,  has  given  me  the  most  satisfactory 
results. 

Convinced  long  since  by  a  careful  examin- 
!  ation  and  analysis  of  a  number  of  cases,  that 
the  disorder  is  essentially  a  local  disease, 
depending  upon  the  introduction  and  ap- 

plication of  an  irritant  substance  to  the  mucous 
lining  of  the  urinary  tract  in  the  male,  and 
that  of  the  vaginal  walls  in  the  female;  just 
such  as  would  follow  the  application  of  an 
escharotic  or  the  inflicting  of  an  injury  by 
mechanical  means,  and  not  depending  solely 
upon  a  specific  poison,  the  result  of  impure 
sexual  intercourse,  I  could  not  conceive  it  to 
be  rational  treatment  to  saturate  the  patient 
with  bal.  copaiba,  or  subject  him  to  the  ex- 

quisite torture  of  escharotic  and  caustic  injec- 
!  tions,  so  lauded  for  their  curative  power  in 
this  disease,  but  which,  on  the  contrary,  were 
rather  calculated,  as  I  have  observed  in  my 

I  own  experience  and  that  of  others,  to  disturb 
!  the  digestive  function  and  tend  toward  venal 
j  and  cystic  complications,  things  always  to  be 
Havoided  by  the  sensible  and  thinking  prac- 
I  titioner. 

3  he  disease  being  a  local  one,  and  constitu- 
tional symptoms  being  merely  secondary,  de- 

pending upon  the  action  of  the  local  phag- 
mon,  or,  as  I  firmly  bel:eve,  too  frequently 
upon  the  use  ot  powerful  caustic  injections 
and  the  internal  exhibition  of  mischievous 
drugs,  the  treatment  would  naturally  resolve 
itself  into  applications  to  the  diseased  part 
with  the  view  of  subduing  the  inflammatory 
action  and  the  combatting  of  constitutional 
symptoms  as  they  may  arise  by  general  means. 

Every  one,  we  presume,  is  familiar  with  the 
power  of  cold,  in  arresting  and  controlling  in^ 
flammation  in  its  initiative  stages,  and  upon 
this  knowledge  I  depend  almost  exclusively 
for  the  treatment  of  gonorrhea,  if  seen  during 
the  period  of  incubation,  or  rather  that  of 
early  development ;  together  with  perfect  rest 
in  the  supine  position,  and  the  administration 
of  an  alkali  to  secure  its  reaction  upon  the 
urine,  thereby  rendering  it  less  irritating  to 
the  diseased  parts. 

But  that  your  readers  may  have  a  more  defi- 
nite idea  of  the  plan  of  treatment  proposed, 

I  will  give  the  notes  of  several  cases  treated 
in  this  way  by  myself  while  a  medical  officer 
in  the  U.  S.  navy. 

Case  I.— R.  M.,  seaman,  set.  22,  native  of 
Ireland,  admitted  Oct.  10th,  1862.  Symp- 

toms those  of  gonorrhea  manifesting  itself  the 
third  day  after  exposure  ;  scalding  on  mictur- 

ition, tenderness  along  the  urinary  tract, 
especially  upon  the  bulbous  portion  of  the 
urethra ;  considerable  mucous  discharge  from 
the  meatus,  upon  outward  pressure  along 
under  side  of  penis.  Placed  patient  upon  his 
back  in  sick  bay,  and  ordered  a  bladder  filled 
with  pounded  ice  to  the  perineum,  to  be  re- 

moved for  five  minutes  every  half  hour  and 
then  reapplied. 

45i 
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Prescribed  internally  20  grs.  bicarb,  soda  in 

half  a  glass  of  lemonade  every  three  or  four 
hours.  No  special  restrictions  as  to  diet 
(save  that  his  food  be  such  as  a  man  doing 
nothing  and  lying  in  bed  would  most  easily 
digest). 

Oct.  11.  Patient  slept  well,  and  the  disease 
to  all  appearance  made  no  advance.  Upon 
pressing  the  glans  between  the  thumb  and 
finger  a  few  drops  of  mucus  appears  on  the 
meatus,  tenderness  alorg  the  track  of  the 
urethra  very  sensibly  diminished;  bowels 
moved ;  treatment  continued. 

Oct.  12.  Patient  slept  well,  appetite  good, 
bowels  moved ;  very  slight  burning  on  mic- 

turition; no  discharge  oa  pressure,  and  a 
barely  perceptible  tenderness  in  bulbous  por- 

tion of  the  urethra.  Ordered  the  ice  to  be  ap- 
plied half  an  hour  and  then  discontinue  the 

same  length  of  time,  and  so  on  alternately  ; 
other  treatment  the  same. 

Oct.  13.  Patient  slept  well;  says  he  is  well; 
bowels  moved;  no  discharge,  no  tenderness, 
no  pain  on  micturition.  Ordered  to  light 
duty. 

Oct.  14.  Patient  discharged  with  no  reap- 
pearance  of  the  disease. 

Case  II.— J.  W.,  fireman,  set.  24;  native  of 
Germany ;  admitted  December  25th,  1862 ;  or- 

dinary symptoms  of  gonorrhea,  pain  on  mic- 
turition, tenderness  along  under  side  of  penis, 

i-lucous  discharge  ;  appearing  the  fifth  day  after 
exposure.  Treatment  same  as  in  preceding 
case,  with  the  exception  of  a  saline  cathartic 
the  first  day,  for  the  purpose  of  unloading  the 
bowels,  as  they  had  not  been  moved  during 
the  two  days  preceding  admission.  Was  re- 

turned to  duty  December  30th,  1862.  Dur- 
ation of  treatment,  six  days. 

Case  III. — W.  H.,  ordinary  seaman,  set.  19; 
native  of  the  United  States  ;  admitted  for  or- 

dinary clap  February  3d,  1863.  Disease  ap- 
appeared  on  sixth  day  after  exposure. 
Treatment  same  as  case  I.,  with  one-fourth 

gr.  morphia  first  night  at  bed-time,  followed 
the  succeeding  day  by  saline  cathartic.  Pa- 

tient discharged  on  sixth  day  from  date  of  ad- 
mission free  from  any  trace  of  disease. 

This  is  sufficient  to  give  an  idea  of  the  plan 
pursued. 

I  have  notes  of  twenty-three  cases  treated 
in  the  foregoing  manner,  and  in  every  instance 
with  the  results  recorded,  the  longest  time 
necessary  to  affect  a  cure  being  ten  days,  the 

shortest  four,  making  an  average  duration  of 
six  days  without  in  any  instance  the  frequent 
sequence  to  the  ordinary  methods  of  treat- 

ment, such  as  stricture  gleet,  irritability 
(chronic)  of  the  bladder,  etc. 
When  treating  this  disease  by  the  use  of 

copaiba,  cubebs,  the  terebinthinates  and  caus- 
tic injections— in  the  same  number  of  cases, 

the  maximum  duration  of  treatment  was  one 
hundred,  the  minimum  nine  days,  the  average 
twenty-six,  with  six  cases  of  the  before-men- 

tioned troublesome  sequences,  and  the  exam- 
ination and  analysis  of  cases  in  the  hands  of 

other  practitioners,  together  with  chronic 
cases  that  have  since  passed  through  my  own 
hands,  furnish  similar  results.  I  do  not  claim 
anything  novel  or  original  in  this  matter;  it  ia 
but  the  dictates  of  common  sense  ;  but  this  I 
do  know,  that  whereas  I  once,  with  my  pro- 

fessional brethren  generally,  regarded  gonor- 
rhea one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  and  per- 

plexing diseases  to  treat,  I  now  find,  if  seen 
in  the  forming  stages,  no  difficulty  in  subduing 
it  in  from  four  to  ten  days  without  any  result- 

ing gleet,  chronic  prostatitis,  chronic  irrita- 
bility of  the  bladder,  stricture  and  such  other 

things  as  followed  the  old  copaiba  and  squirt' 
gun  methods  of  treatment. 

MIXED  VAPORS. 

By  T.  D.  Davis,  M.  D., 

Of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  different  leading  surgeons  of  your  city 
all  have  their  favorite  ansesthetic,  either 
ether,  or  chloroform.  In  none  of  your  schools 
or  hospitals  have  I  ever  heard  the  mixed 
vapors  recommended.  True  I  have  seen 
ether  first  used,  and  the  patient  failing  to  go 
rapidly  under  its  influence,  chloroform  dash- 

ed on  the  same  sponge  to  hasten  its  action; 
but  that  is  a  practice  which  every  one  who 
understands  the  action  of  either  of  thtm  will 
thoroughly  condemn  not  only  as  uncertain, 
but  positively  dangerous. 

The  mixture  recommended  by  the  committee 
on  anaesthetics  of  the  American  MedicalfcAsso- 
ciation  deserves  to  be  more  universally  known 
and  used,  its  advantages  being:  the  small 
quantity  required;  the  rapidity  of  its  action;  the 
shortness  of  the  stage  of  excitement  (it  often 
being  wanting  entirely) ;  the  absence  of  dis- 

tressing after-effects ;  its  comparative  safety 
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over  chloroform  (no  deaths  I  believe  have  ever 
been  reported  from  it) ;  beiDg  compounded  in 
definite  proportions  it  can  be  scientifically  ad- 

ministered ;  the  pungent  stifling  order  of  the 
ether  and  the  burning  sensation  of  the  chloro- 

form are  to  a  great  extent  overcome ;  the 
sedative  effects  of  chloroform  are  modified  by 
the  exciting  influence  of  ether,  while  to  both 
is  added  the  stimulant  alcohol. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  its  use  by 
Dr.  J.  C.  Reeve,  of  this  city,  who  has  for 
sometime  used  it  in  preference  to  all  other 
anaesthetics.  Seeing  it  work  so  on  a  patient 
in  his  office  I  have  tried  it  on  three  of  my  own. 
The  first  was  a  large  mu-cular  man,  who  bad 
his  shoulder  dislocated.  I  administered  it  and 
reduced  the  dislocation  without  professional 
assistance.  It  required  about  one  ounce  and 
a-half  to  put  him  completely  under  its  inn  1- 
ence,  but  1  feel  sure  a  few  drachms  only  would 
have  been  required  if  a  Lente's  inhaling  ap- 

paratus had  been  used.  He  passed  under  its 
influence  with  scarcely  a  struggle,  and  awoke 
from  it  as  from  a  sound  sleep.  He  had  no 
sickness  of  the  stomach  afterward  whatever. 
From  the  time  he  commenced  to  take  it  until 
the  dislocation  was  reduced  and  he  had  re- 

turned to  consciousness  was  just  fifteen  min- 
utes. 

The  second  case  was  a  girl  from  whom  I  re- 
moved a  fatty  tumor  of  the  neck.  The  same 

quietness  and  rapidity  of  action,  with  absence 
of  after-eflects  was  observed.  In  the  third,  a 
stout  muscular  man  from  wh~.ni  I  amputated 
a  finger,  I  was  again  charmed  with  its  action. 
In  neither  of  these  two  cases  did  I  use  more 

than  ounce  of  the  mixture  to  put  them  pro- 
foundly under  its  influence,  although  I  had 

to  administer  it  each  time  on  a  towel.  The 
towel  was  neatly  folded, and  about  two  drachms 

poured  on  it.  Holding  it  near  the  patient's 
face  until  he  got  accustomed  to  the  vapor, 
it  was  gradually  approached  and  held 
tight  to  the  face  around  all  its  edges  except  at 
the  forehead,  thus  permitting  plenty  of  air  to 
enter,  although  not  enough  for  chloroform 
when  given  alone  and  too  much  for  ether 
when  administered  separately.  Of  course  an 
inhaler  is  much  to  be  preferred  on  account  of 
economy  and  convenience  in  adding  more  of 
the  mixture  as  it  is  needed.  For  those  who 
have  not  seen  or  have  forgotten  the  formula  I 
add  it :  Alcohol,  1  part ;  chloroform,  2  parts, 
and  ether,  3  parts.  It  is  easily  remembered 

by  taking  the  initials  in  the  order  of  the  al- 
phabet A.  C.  E.,  the  corresponding  number  of 

parts  being  1,  2,  3. 

PUEPERAL CONVULSIONS— A  CASE 
OF  PRECOCITY. 

By  E.  Schumo,  M.  D., 
Of  Layton,  N,  J. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  April,  of  the 
present  year,  I  was  requested  to  visit  Emma 
T.,  colored,  the  messenger  merely  remarking 
'  that  she  was  to  be  confined."  I  reached 
the  house  about  10  o'clock,  and  ascertained 
that  she  had  had  a  number  of  severe  convul- 

sions in  rapid  succession.  They  commenced 
about  daylight,  her  mother  informed  me.  The 
girl  (for  she  was  but  a  child)  was  lying  in  bed 
with  her  arms  pinioned,  breathing  stertor- 
ously  and  totally  unconscious ;  her  pulse  gave 
but  little  evidence  of  her  alarming  condition, 
it  being  normal  as  to  number  of  beats  and 
volume.  I  immediately  bled  her  to  the  ex- 

tent of  about  three  pints.  After  taking  over  a 
quart  of  blood,  she  gave  some  evidence  of  re- 

turning consciousness,  but  doubting  the  pro- 
priety of  stopping  at  that  quantity,  I  let  the 

stream  flow  until,  the  pulse  flagged.  I  left 
the  house  before  she  was  able  to  articulate 
sensibly. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  (over  three 
days  afterward),  I  was  again  summoned.  She 
was  now  in  her  right  mind,  and  they  said  she 
had  labor  pains.  I  examined  her,  and  ascer- 

tained the  presentation  was  a  proper  one, but 
the  prognosis  was  unfavorable  for  a  speedy 
delivery,  the  os  being  thin,  the  vagina  dry, 
and  the  pains  few  and  far  between,  and  by 
no  means  severe.  At  my  next  examination  I 
ruptured  the  membranes,  hoping  the  pains 
would  thereby  increase ;  after  waiting  about 
two  hours  without  any  improvement,  I  pro- 

posed instrumental  delivery.  Had  some  diffi- 
culty in  getting  the  forceps  locked,  and  as  I 

expected,  they  slipped  off ;  I  again  applied 
them,  and  this  time  succeeded  in  delivering 
the  head.  The  child  was  dead,  and  would 
weigh,  I  judge,  between  six  an  i  seven  pounds. 
It  had  been  dead  for  some  time,  the  epidermis 

having  given  way  to  a  considerable  extent 
when  the  forceps  slipped.  The  poor  creature 
had  not  a  pain  to  help  her,  and  I  had  to  de- 
liyer  the  body  by  force.  The  placenta  I  took 
away  with  but  little  trouble. 
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Pueperal  convulsions,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is 
a  rare  complication  in  this  locality ;  it  is  very 
seldom  we  are  called  to  battle  with  it ;  it  is 
my  first  case  since  residing  here.  I  had  one 
other  of  convulsions,  and  she  too  was  very 
young  (between  twelve  and  thirteen  years), 
but  hers  I  considered  of  an  hysterical  nature. 
I  have  but  little  doubt  as  to  the  age  of  the 
case  I  have  just  reported.  Her  father  is  an  in- 

telligent West  India  negro,  much  more  so 
than  many  of  our  whites,  and  he  assures  me 
she  wil1  not  be  thirteen  until  August  29th. 

The  most  revolting  part  is  yet  to  relate, 
and  I  hesitate,  and  am  loath  to  say,  that  a 
half  uncle  was  the  author  of  her  misfortune, 
The  girl  is  bright  (I  mean  her  mind.)  It 
would  seem  that  mentally  and  physically  she 
is  a  precocious  subject.  I  learned  to-day  (16th) 
that  she  was  doing  well. 

Hospital  Reports. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Surgical  Service  of  prof.  r>.  hayes  agnkw,  m.  d. 

[reported  by  de  f.  willard,  m.  d.] 
Ununited  Fracture  of  Humerus. 

Here  is  a  man,  who  comes  to  us  from  a  dis- 
tance and  states  that  he  received  a  fracture  of 

the  arm  some  ten  months  since.  The  treat- 
ment and  dressings  which  he  describes  as  em- 

ployed, seem  to  have  been  appropriate,  yet 
he  has  now  an  arm  which  is  as  useless  as  it 
was  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  splints. 
I  grasp  the  member,  and  find  that  the  lower 
third  can  be  freely  moved  in  various  directions, 
while  the  upper  portion  remains  stationary, 
there  being  a  form  of  false  joint  at  the  junc- 

ture of  the  middle  and  lower  thirds.  Traction 
does  not  elicit  crepitation,  neither  does  move- 

ment give  pain.  The  deformity  is  great,  es- 
pecially when  the  upper  arm  is  moved,  the 

lower  portion  at  such  times  hanging  almost  at 
right  angles. 

This  is  then  a  true  case  of  "  non-union," 
and  should  be  distinguished  from  "  delayed  or 
tardy  union,"  since  the  prognosis  would  be 
quite  different  in  the  two  cases.  Union  may 
be  delayed  by  various  causes,  and  yet  it  may 
occur  at  last  as  perfectly  as  in  a  normal  case. 
A  fracture  should  not  therefore  be  considered 
as  a  instance  of  non-union  until  some  months 
have  passed,  but  the  splints  should  be  con- 

tinued, and  perfect  rest  secured.  When  all 
hopes  of  spontaneous  union  are  abandoned, 
then  more  active  measures  must  be  adopted, 
which  should  be  tried  in  their  various  orders 
of  severity  until  the  desired  result  is  accom- 

plished, beginning  with  the  simplest  and  ad- 
vancing to  those  more  formidable . 

The  causes  of  non-union  are  various,  but 
the  more  prominent  ones  are  :  mal-nutrition 
from  poor  food,  air,  and  debility,  acute  febrile 
disease,  and  specific  taint  of  the  constitution. 
Local  causes  may  have  even  a  greater  effect, 
as  for  instance,  a  large  amount  of  blood  pour- 

ed out  between  the  ends  of  the  bone  at  the 
time  of  fracture ;  splinters  of  bone,  or  shreds 
of  tendon  or  muscle  occupying  the  same  posi- 

tion ;  laceration  of  the  nutrient  artery  ;  dress- 
ing applied  too  loosely  or  too  tightly ;  med- 

dlesome surgery,  in  the  shape  of  frequent 
change  of  dressing,  or  lastly,  protracted  sup- 

puration and  exfoliation  of  the  fragments. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  a  surgeon  might 

greatly  interfere  with  the  good  union  of  his 
fractures,  by  the  habit  of  attempting  to  elicit 
crepitus,  or  discover  abnormal  motion  at  each 
dressing  of  the  case,  in  order  to  farther  jus- 

tify his  diagnosis  ;  but  such  practice  is  bad 
surgery.  The  diagnosis  should  be  accurately 
made  at  the  onset  (ether  being  administered 
when  necessary,  and  in  fact  in  all  cases  of 
doubt),  and  after  this  the  rule  should  be  to  al- 

low the  limb  perfect  rest  except  when  there  is  a 
tendency  to  displacement  of  the  fragments, 
or  danger  of  anchylosis  of  joints.  This  frac- 

ture is  at  the  lower  tiiird  of  the  humerus,  a 
point  where  union  ought  to  occur  more  readi- 

ly, according  to  Gueretin's  theory,  than  at 
the  upper  portion,  since  the  direction  of  the 
nutrient  artery  in  this  bone  is  downward. 

In  non-union  the  difficulty  is  usually  due  not 
to  deficiency  of  callus,  but  to  want  of  ossifica- 

tion of  the  new  material. 
In  old  cases  this  intermediate  structure  may 

be  found  as  condensed  connective  tissue,  liga- 
mentous structure,  or  cartilaginous  or  parti- 

ally ossified  callus.  Upon  the  amount  of 
fibrous  structure  will  depend  the  degree  of  ab- 

normal motion,  and  consequent  uselessness 
of  the  member.  In  some  cases  the  bones  are 
beveled  off  and  overlap  each  other,  being  con- 

nected by  a  loose  ligamentous  or  connective 
tissue — in  others,  one  end  of  the  bone  may 
be  rounded  and  the  other  absorbed  to  such  an 
extent  that  a  little  cup  or  socket  is  formed  in 
which  the  other  plays,  forming  almost  a  ball 
and  socket  joint,  with  an  attempt  even  at  a 
surrounding  capsular  ligament — an  inter-ar- 

ticular cartilage,  and  finally  a  lubricatory 
fluid. 

This  union  is  similar  to  that  which  occurs 
in  the  majority  of  cases  of  intra-capsular  frac- 

ture of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  where  bony 
union  is  the  exception,  and  an  instance  of 
which  I  have  now  to  bring  before  you. 
The  patient  is  a  man  wno  suffered  from  a 

fracture  of  this  form  some  years  sin:e,  and 
who  is  now  only  able  to  move  about  wiih  the 
aid  of  cane  or  crutch.  As  he  places  his  foot 
upon  the  floor,  I  distinctly  feel  the  slipping  of 
the  fragments,  and  although  the  abnormal 
motion  is  limited,  yet  it  is  sufficient  greatly  to 
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impede  progression,  and  entirely  destroy  his 
pra^ti^al  usefulness. 
Unfortunately  we  cannot  effect  union  in 

these  cases,  but  some  benefit  may  be  rendered 
him  by  an  apparatus  which  we  shall  construct, 
designed  to  fix  and  support  the  parts,  while 
the  weight  of  the  body  shall  be  thrown  upon 
the  lower  portion  of  the  femur. 

In  these  cases  of  intra  capsular  fracture 
the  want  of  union  is  due  as  much  to  deficient 
nutrition  of  the  upper  fragment  as  it  is  to  the 
presence  of  synovial  fluid ;  in  fact  when  a  por- tion of  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  knocked  off 
(an  analogous  case)  it  has  no  source  of  supply 
at  all — haviDg  no  round  ligament  as  has  the 
femur.  Some  of  you  may  remember  a  case  of 
ununited  fracture  of  the  o  ecranon  process  of 
the  ulna,  which  appeared  at  this  clinic  some 
two  years  shice,  and  which  was  evidently  due 
to  this  cause  of  insufficient  nutrition,  for  the 
olecranon  when  broken  must  necessarily,  as 
you  will  see,  suffer  frem  want  of  pabulum, 
which,  combined  with  the  presence  of  syno- 

vial, would  tend  greatly  to  hinder  a  favorable 
union. 

But  to  return  to  the  man  before  us.  Could 
this  result  have  been  prevented,  and  what 
shall  we  do  for  him?  As  to  prevention  we 
cannot  justly  judge,  since  we  have  no  definite 
previous  history  of  the  case.  He  nity  have 
been  treated  by  a  most  judicious  surgeon  and 
yet  the  result  have  been  as  this  which  you 
see,  but  certainly,  in  my  experience,  cases  of 
non-union  are  extremely  rare  when  the  treat- 

ment has  been  properly  conducted  and 
the  patient  has  not  disobeyed  orders.  In 
the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  where  a  large 
number  of  fractures  are  .  treated  every  year, 
such  a  result  is  almost  never  seen. 

As  preventatives  I  should  say  the  most  es- 
sential were — accurate  adaptation  of  the  frag- 
ments at  the  beginning,  '  rigid  dressings, 

changed  only  with  sufficient  frequency  to  se- 
cure good  retention,  perfect  rest  and  good 

diet,  together  with  the  imernat  administration 
of  phosphate  of  lime  when  there  is  any  evi 
dence  of  preexisting  bone  disease. 

In  this  case,  however,  the  pseudarthrosis  is 
a  fixed  fact,  and  our  care  must  now  be  to  cu  e 
it.  For  the  accomplishment  of  this  result  vari- 

ous means  have' been  adopted,  some  good, 
some  bad — all  attaining  their  object  in  some 
cases  and  failing  mothers.  First  and  foremost 
stands  the  removal  of  all  constitutional  or 
other  causes  of  delay,  the  exhibition  of  tonics 
and  the  securing  of  immobility  of  the  parts. 

The  local  measures  employed  all  look  to  the 
excitation  of  sufficient  inflammatory  action  in 
the  intermediate  connecting  material  to  com- 

pel it  to  go  on  to  ossification.  The  simplest 
resort  is  external  counter-irritation  by  fric  ion, 
iodine,  blisters,  etc.,  together  with  brisk  rub- 

bing together  of  the  two  ends  of  the  bones 
about  once  each  week.  In  the  meantime  a 
splint  should  be  applied  to  the  limb,  so  that 
while  the  fragments  are  held  in  opposition, 
slight  friction  may  be  encouraged  upon  their 

surfaces.  In  this  man's  case  we  shall  have  a 
splint  so  adjusted  as  to  keep  the  ends  of  the 
bone  in  contact,  and  yet  allow  a  certain 
amount  of  movement. 

Prof.  Smith's  apparatus  will  fulfill  these 
ends  best.  After  a  faithful  though  unsuccess- 

ful trial  for  three  months  with  the  above- 
mentioned  measures  an  operation  becomes 
justifiable,  and  of  these  the  one  that  I  prefer 
for  the  majority  of  cases  is  that  commonly 
known  as  Bra'inard's.  It  consists  in  the subcutaneous  perforation  of  the  ends  of  the 
fragments  and  callus,  in  various  directions, 
by  an  awl-shaped  perforator,  while  but  one 
openiog  is  made  in  the  skin  itself.  This  often 
succeeds  admirably  in  setting  up  a  proper  de- 

gree of  inflammatory  "action,  and  a  good  con- solidation is  the  result.  A  modification  of 
this,  or  rather  an  addition  to  it,  by  Gaillard, 
consists  in  carrying  a  gimlet  shaped  perforator 
in  a  similar  manner  through  one  fragment,  and 
then  passing  on  through  the  chasm  imbedding 
it  in  the  other  fragment,  thereby  pinning 
them  together.  It  should  remain  in  position 
until  union  has  occured. 

The  operation  of  Dieffenbach,  consists  in 
the  driving  of  ivory  pegs  between  the  frag- 

ments, and  permitting  them  to  remain  until 
they  have  excited  the  requisite  inflammatory 
action  and  a  proper  amount  of  ne  w  bone  has 
been  thrown  out.  This  plan  of' en  occasions 
good  results,  but  is  liable  to  be  followed  by 
necrosis.  I  may  here  mention,  as  a  matter  of 
interest  in  regard  to  the  po^  er  of  growing 
osseous  granulations  to  dissolve  dead  material, 
that  these  pegs  when  removed  show  evident 
attempts  at  absorption  having  been  made 
upon  them.  There  are  various  other  methods 
which  are  of  frequent  practice  ;  as  the  intro- 

duction of  a  seton  between  the  fragments  is 
practiced  by  Physick  ;  electro-puncture 
(Brennan)  ;  stimulating  injections,  etc.,  etc. 

Other  methods  look  not  only  to  the  excita- 
tion of  inflammation,  but  a  so  to  removal  of 

the  imperfect  callus.  These  are,  subcuta- 
neous freshening  or,  secondly,  cutting  down 

upon  the  ends  of  the  bone,  and  after  turning 
them  out,  either  rasping,  or  cutting,  or  cau- 

terizing, or  sawing  off  all  the  unhealthy  tissue, 
and  then  suturing  the  surface  together,  or  else 
confining  the  limb  in  a  rigid  apparatus. 

Sub-periosteal  resection,  as  practiced  by 
Ollier,  with  subsequent  wire  sutures  intro- 

duced through  the  ends  of  the  fragments, 
would  probably  be  the  most  effectual  of  these 
severer  means,  but  I  believe  that  the  risks  of 
any  of  these  open  operations  are  too  great  to 
be  justifiable  when  we  have  subcutaneous 
measures  which  are  usually  equally  effective. 
In  many  cases  after  the  failure  of  the  milder 
operations,  I  should  advise  the  wearing  of  a 
well-adapted  rigid  splint,  of  White's  or 
Smith's  pattern,  rather  than  the  resort  to  re- section, since  these  instruments  have  often 
themselves  effected  a  perfect  cure. 

To  sum  up,  then  :  Should  the  union  seem 
imperfect  at  the  expiration  of  the  ordinary 
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[Vol.  xxvi. time  employed  in  the  treatment  of  a  fracture, 
the  splints  should  be  continued,  and  rest 
insured  by  several  additional  weeks,  while 
tonics,  stimulants,  good  air  and  food  are  freely 
given. 

After  a  month,  however,  a  case  which  still 
refuses  to  knit  may  justly  be  called  one  of 
non-unioc ,  and  external  counter-irritation  with 
blisters,  or  iodine  be  employed,  a  starched  or 
plaster-of- Paris  bandage,  or  a  leather  splint, 
or  an  appropriate  apparatus  being  constantly 
applied,  and  friction  of  the  ends  of  the  bonf3S 
occasionally  practiced.  Still  unsaccesslul, 
perforation  of  the  fragments  will  usually  se- 

cure a  good  result,  especially  if  the  ends  be 
pinned  together  by  carrying  the  gimlet 
through  both  bones. 

Foreign  Body  in  the  Intestinal  Canal. 
The  next  case  is  that  of  a  little  boy  whose 

mother  says  that  he  swallowed  a  small  clock- 
wheel,  of  the  size  of  a  nickel,  some  three 
weeks  since,  and  that  it  has  never  been  passed 
from  the  anus.  She  seems  positive  in  regard 
to  the  truth  of  both  statements,  yet  you  should 
always  be  careful  in  regard  to  such  reports, 
since  mistakes  are  easily  made. 

Children  are  exceedingly  fond  of  disposing 
of  foreign  bodies,  as  buttons,  beans,  pennies, 
etc.,  by  inserting  them  into  any  of  the  various 
outlets  of  the  body,  and  in  young  children  the 
mouth  is  the  most  common  receptacle.  When 
such  a  body  passes  into  the  stomach  it  is  the 
c  is  .om  of  mothers,  and  often  of  physicians,  to 
immediately  administer  a  brisk  cathartic,  but 
such  a  procedure  is  bad  practice.  It  is  better  to 
let  the  object  remain  until  it  has  become  coated 
with  mucus  and  fauces,  when  its  angles  and  as- 

perities will  be  so  covered  that  the  consequent 
irritation  will  be  far  kss  than  it  if  is  has- 

tened forward  at  once. 
It  is  but  rarely  that  its  presence  in  the 

alimentary  canal  does  any  harm,  and  your  as- 
surance should  be  given  to  the  friends  that  no 

danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  After  three  or 
four  days  a  mild  dose  of  oil  may  accelerate  its 
progress.  It  is  surprising  how  a  large  body 
will  make  its  way  without  injury  to  any  of  the 
parts,  and  yet  there  seems  to  be  but  little 
need  of  fear,  since  any  object  will  pass  the 
pylorus,  which  has  succeeded  in  entering  the 
cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach.  True,  tiphlitis 
may  sometimes  occur  from  the  irritation  pro 
duced  by  the  dropping  of  a  small  object  into 
the  entrance  of  the  vermiform  appendix,  and 
even  perforation  and  death,  but  such  cases  are 
extremely  rare,  when  we  consider  how  many 
children  are  daily  swallowing  such  articles  as  I 
have  named,  or  the  pits  of  fruits,  etc.  Large 
quantities  of  such  materials  maybe  found  in 
the  intestines.  I  remember  a  case  which  I  ex- 

amined some  years  since  (a  subject  in  the  dis- 
secting room,  with  no  history),  in  whose 

intestines  I  found  loner  rolls  of  bandages,  some 
of  which  had  unwound  as  they  passed  down, 
and  were  found  extending  through  the  bowels 
for  yards ;  a  pair  of  suspenders,  straw,  hay 
and  a  variety  of  other  articles. 

The  presence  of  these  bodies  had  excited  an 
inflammation  of  the  caecum,  where  some  of 
them  had  lodged,  and  nature  had  already  at- 
tempted  to  get  rid  of  them  by  the  establish- 

ment of  an  artificial  anus,  the  intestines  hav- 
ing become  adherent  to  the  abdominal  pari- 

etes,  and  ulceration  having  already  com- 
menced. It  is  needless  to  state  that  the  patient 

had  been  insane. 
[The  mother  was  directed  to  administer  a 

mild  cathartic,  on  the  following  day  to  watch 
eaih  passage  from  the  bowels,  and  to  return 
with  the  child  if  it  showed  a^y  symptoms  of 
intestinal  irritation.— De.  F.  W.] 

Medical  Societies. 

MEDICAL  AND  SUKGICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  BALTIMORE. 

[E<s*y  by  H.  R.  Noel,  M.  D.] 
Apoplexy. 

The  subject  of  this  essa\  is  one  of  the  few 
diseases  about  which  most  medical  men  have 
already  formed  definite  opinions,  and,  having 
adopted  a  pathology  and  etiology,  are  ready 
to  boldly  define  their  position  and  defend  it 
by  quotations  from  numerous  authorities,  and 
by  deductions  drawn  from  individual  experi- ence. Yet  the  medical  literature  of  this 
disease  gives  us  one  of  the  most  admirable 
illustrations  of  "  currents  and  counter-cur- 

rents" in  the  pathology,  etiology  and  treat- 
ment of  morbid  conditions. 

One  has  but  to  compare  the  writers  of 
France  and  Germany,  or  England  and  Amer- 

ica, to  find  himself  entangled  within  a  maze  of 
contradictions,  all  founded  upon  direct  obser- 

vation and  supported  by  facts  of  the  most 
plausible  kind  obtained  at  the  bed  side-  It 
is  a  s -d  commentary  upon  our  profession,  but 
not  the  less  true,  that  such  men  as  Niemeyer 
and  Trousseau  of  the  Continent,  aud  Aitken 
and  Tanner  of  England,  should  occupy  grounds 
so  diametrically  opposed  ia  etiology  and 
pathology,  and  yet  converge  so  very  nearly 
to  a  common  point  in  the  treatment  of  this 
grave  lesion. 

A  few  quotations  from  these  authors  will 
enable  me  to  develop  fully  this  antagonism. 
We  will  begin  with  Trousseau,  Lectures  on  Clin- 

ical Medicine,  vol.  I.,  sec.  1,2.3:  "  Apoplexy  is 
not  to  be  ccafounded  with  hemorrhage." 
"  Cerebral  hemorrhage  rarely  sets  in  with 
apoplectiform  phenomena,  properly  so  call- 

ed." Trousseau  ass  rts  that  he  never  saw  a 
sudden  case  of  apoplexy  from  cerebral  hem- 

orrhage ;  his  language  is  this.  u  But  in  no single  instance,  I  repeat,  have  I  seen  a  man 
with  cerebral  hemorrhage  struck  down  as  by 
a  blow,  and  dropping  instantly  in  a  state  of 
um  oasciousness."  (Vol.  I.,  pa^e  87).  Again: 
"The  existence  of  cerebal  congestion  is  not 
contested  (<.  c,  its  possibility  in  some  diseases); 
but  it  has  been  singularly  abused  in  order  to 
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explain  cerebral  phenomena  in  the  produc- 
tion of  which  cerebral  congestion  plays  no 

part  whatever.  Sudden  and  transient  fits  of 
apoplexy  are  among  these,  and  the  so-called 
apoplectiform  cerebral  congestions  are  of- 
tener  connected  with  epilepsy  than  is  gener- 

ally believed."  And  Trousseau  endorses 
Brown -Sequard  in  the  anemia  of  the  cerebrum 
during  epileptic  fits. 
The  following  quotations  are  from  Niemeyer, 

vol.  II.,  page  197 :  "  Another  series  of  symp- 
toms in  cerebral  hem'  rrhage,  which  is  called 

a  stroke  of  apoplexy,  and  is  only  absent  when 
the  hemorrhage  is  slight,  do  not  depend  di- 
recfy  on  the  local  injury  of  the  brain,  but  on 
its  effects  on  the  rest  of  the  brain."  "  The 
stroke  of  ap  »plexy  rarely  develops  gradually, 
and  probably  only  does  so  when  the  hemor- 

rhage occurs  slowly ;  in  most  cases  it  comes 
on  suddenly,  and  the  patient  falls  to  the 
earth  (often  with  a  cry)  as  if  knocked  down." 
One  more  quotation  from  iNiemeyer  is  neces- 

sary, and  I  will  then  call  your  attention  to  a 
most  significant  fact.  Says  Niemeyer :  "We 
reftr  the  apoplectic  fit  to  sudden  compression 
cf  the  capillaries,  that  is,  anemia  of  the  brain 
substance."  In  plain  language,  he  means  sim- 

ply this  :  that  the  effused  clot  or  mass  of  blood 
acted  upon  by  the  "visa  tergo"  from  the 
arte  ry  is  superior  to  the  force  in  the  capillaries, 
and  therefore  causes  capillary  compression 
around  the  effusion,  which  is  transmitted 
through  substance  of  the  brain  upon  that  side, 
and  this  compression  causes  capillary  anemia, 
and  hence  the  apoplectic  fit.  From  the  above 
statements  it  will  be  seen  that  Trousseau  and 
Niemeyer  hold  opposite  views  as  regards  the 
influence  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  in  apoplecti- 

form attacks  ;  and  also  in  regard  to  the  sud- 
denness of  the  attacks  ;  in  fact  no  two  authors 

could  be  more  widely  apart.  Trousseau  does 
not  even  think  that  congestion,  much  less 
hemorrhage,  is  necessary  to  an  apoplectic  at- 

tack. Niemeyer  thinks  that  hemorrhage  of  a 
rapid  and  extensive  character  is  necessary,  and 
yet  both  arrive  at  one  final  conclusion  that 
anemia  of  the  brain  is  necessary  before  the 
attack  can  supervene.  This  is  a  remarkably 
strange  position  for  two  such  eminent  men  to 
occupy.  Yet  the  facts  are  as  stated,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  I  coincide  with  their  con- 

clusions, while  I  regret  my  inability  to  harmo- 
nize the  processes  by  which  the  result  was  at- 

tained. Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  yet  it  is 
only  too  true,  that  such  able  minds  have 
arrived  at  the  really  practical  fact  of  the  case, 
and  yet  left  us  no  substantial  premises  for 
this  most  excellent  a^d  desirable  conclusion. 
We  have  the  conclusion  as  a  ba«is  for  a 
rational  therapeutics,  but  we  are  unable  to 
understand  how  they  arrived  at  such  a  point. 
A  curious  lact  in  regard  to  both  Trousseau 
and  Nieuieyer  is  that  both  have  ignored  two 
most  important  factors  in  the  circulation, 
viz. :  (1)  The  influence  of  the  vaso-motor  ner- 

vous system,  by  which  the  caliber  of  arteries 
is  regulated  ;  (2)   The  force  of  osmosis,  capil- 

lary attraction  and  the  nutritive  assimila- 
tion. 

It  would  seem  that  any  one  must  know, 
that  if  there  be  a  guiding  and  restraining 
nerve  force  always  regulating  the  caliber  of 
the  arteries  through  their  muscular  coats,  and 
these  arterial  walls  be  diseased,  that  any  force 
or  cause  which  should  suddenly  cause  a  with- 

drawal of  this  tonic  influence  must  necessarily 
enlarge  the  caliber  and  increase  the  pressure 
and  threaten  small  branches  with  rupture. 
And  certainly  that  force  of  histogenesis  and 
histolysis  resident  in  the  tissues,  and  so  well 
described  by  Carpenter,  Draper,  Yirchow  and 
Paget,  might  have  been  invoked  to  aid  in  the 
explanation  of  "  cerebral  anemia "  when 
spasm  of  arterial  coats  and  hemorrhagic  clots 
are  clearly  insufficient  to  account  for  all  the 
phenomena  of  sanguineous,  serous  and  ner- 

vous apoplexy. 
Aitken  defined  apoplexy  to  be  "A  disea^ 

essentially  characterized  by  the  loss,  more  or 
less  complete,  of  volition,  sensation,  percep- 

tion and  motion,  depending  on  sudden  pres- 
sure on  the  brain  (the  tissue  of  which  may  be 

morbid)  originating  within  the  cranium." Yet  Dr.  Aitken  acknowledges  that  in  many 
cases  of  death  no  evidence  of  extravasation 
is  found,  and  in  a  number  the  fact  of  conges- 

tion even  is  assumed  but  not  proven,  while  in 
others  the  small  size  of  the  clot  preclud  es  our 
assigning  pressure  as  the  only  cause  of  apo- 
plexy. But  he  afterward,  following  in  the  rear  of 
Sieveking,  Wood,  Bright  and  others,  gives 
some  unknown  morbid  condition  of  ■ 1  nervous 
tissue"  or  "  nervous  matter"  audits  blood 
vessels  as  the  cause  of  the  apoplectic  seizure. 
Tanner  defines  it  thus:  "It  is  a  state  of 

coma  occurring  suddenly  from  pressure  upon 
the  brain  ;  the  compressing  power  having  its 
seat  within  the  cranium."  Following  Aber- 
crombie,  Tanner  adopts  the  simple,  with  no 
post-mortem  lesion  ;  the  sanguineous ,  a  clot  as 
the  lesion  ;  and  the  serous,  with  serous  effusion 
in  the  ventricles  or  beneath  the  arachnoid. 

Prof.  Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  of  New  York,  may 
be  taken  as  an  average  authority  in  America, 
and  the  opinion  advanced  by  him  is  a  parti- 

colored admixture  of  many  others  ;  and  though 
he  adheres  to  the  congestive  and  sanguineous 
varieties,  the  serous  and  nervous  forms  he 
thinks  are  more  or  less  uroemic,  but  this 
"  uraemic  coma"  that  so  closely  simulates 
apoplexy,  is  it  due  to  congestion,  extravasa- 

tion, or  "nerve  tissue"  poisoning?  And  if 
due  to  "  nerve  tissue  "  poisoning  what  be- 

comes of  the  "  elements  of  pressure  "  so  in- 
dustriously brought  forward  by  such  varied 

writers  ? 
I  wish  here  to  enter  a  protest  against  this 

much  abuse^  id^a  of  pressure.  It  is  one  which 
to  be  maintained  has  caused  its  advocates  to 
rake  every  possible  and  impossible  corner  of 
of  the  medical  field,  and  to  adopt  the  wildest 
and  most  untenable  hypotheses!  m  explana- 

tion of  clinical  facts.   From  all  this  confusion 
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of  ideas  and  useless  verbiage  we  obtain  a  few 
absolute  truths. 

1st.  That  apoplectiform  attacks — even  when 
fatal — do  not  leave  appreciable  leison. 

2d.  These  attacks  are  often  accompanied 
by  cerebral  hemorrhage  and  clot  formation. 

3d.  That  serous  infiltration  is  often  found 
in  fatal  cases,  but  its  relation  to  the  case  is 
unknown. 
Any  definition  of  apoplexy  which  makes 

pre  we  an  essential  is,  in  my  opinion,  faulty, 
and  in  every  single  instance  the  writers  have 
deserted  their  platform  and  have  in  many 
cases  brought  in  the  bold-faced  contradiction 
in  terms  of  "  nervous  apoplexy."  The  aber- 

rations from  the  old  and  received  views  culmi- 
nated in  Trousseau,  who  believed  in  apoplexy 

without  even  congestion,  much  less  extravasa- 
tion. This  whole  trouble  has  originated,  I 

think,  from  two  causes,  viz. :  I.  That  the 
vis  a  tergo  of  the  heart  is  sufficient  to  ac- 

count for  all  the  phenomena  of  the  circulation. 
II.  The  utter  ignoring  of  the  action  of  the 
vaso-motor  nerves  and  their  ganglia,  t. 
those  nerves  which  determine  the  caliber  of 
the  arteries.  There  are  two  facts  which  we 
have  been  slow  to  learn :  the  one  is,  that  a 
gland  or  any  organ  is  supplied  with  more  or 
less  blood  according  to  the  demand  made  by 
this  gland  or  organ,  and  these  demands  and 
their  fulfillment  aliKe  pass  through  the  vaso- 

motor nerves,  irrespective  of  any  increased 

action  upon  the  part  of  the  heart.  *  It  is  only increase  in  the  arterial  caliber,  not  any  in- 
crease in  the  ventricular  contractions.  The 

other  fact  is,  that  these  demands  depend  di- 
rectly upon  the  histogenetic  and  histolytic 

processes  in  the  gland  or  organ  ;  and  "  osmot- 
ic action  "  with  "  capillary  attraction  "  are 

two  most  powerful  and  ever  present  factors. 
Thar,  therefore,  in  a  physiological  condition 
the  amount  of  the  blood  in  the  brain  is  to  be 
determined  by  the  processes  going  on  in  the 
brain.  Suppose  now  we  have  disease  of  the 
sympathetic  or  vaso-motor  ganglia,  which  reg- 

ulate the  supply  of  arterial  blood  to  this  or- 
gan :  we  might  have  partial  paralysis  of  the 

ganglia  with  evidently  dilated  arteries,  and 
the  brain  inundated,  with  no  disease  of  the 
brain  substance  proper ;  ©r  we  might  have  ir- 

ritation of  these  ganglia  and  a  contractile  in- 
fluence thrown  upon  the  arterial  coats,  with  the 

direct  result  of  narrowed  caliber,  diminished 
supply  and  acute  anemia  of  the  brain  sub- 

stance, as  is  seen  in  epilepsy,  and,  as 
Trousseau  asserts,  in  many  cases  of  apoplexy. 
Certainly  the  experiments  of  Brown-Sequard, 
Bernard,  Dalton  and  others,  on  section  of 
nerves  and  destruction  of  the  ganglia  in  rabbits 
and  other  animals,  justify  m  in  forming  such 
conclusions  and  thus  explaining  many  other- 

wise obscure  ph  enomena.  Again,  abnormal 
"osmotic  action  "  in  the  brain,  or  abnormal 
"  capillary  attraction  "  from  aberrations  in 
histogenesis  and  histolysis  might  develop  a 
force  far  exceeding  the  power  of  the  left  ven- 

tricle, and  might  render  its  most  powerful  ef- 

forts ineffectual,  or  even  determine  extensive 
effusions,  lacerations,  etc..  when  the  ventiic'e itself  would  be  impotent  for  the  production 
of  such  a  result.  We  can  also  conclude  that 
when  such  congestions  from  vaso-motor  aber- 

ration and  abnormal  osmosis  do  occur,  that 
they  might  be  sufficient  to  produce  even 
death,  i.e.,  somatic  death  and  death  of  the 
heart.  Yet  molecular  life,  continuing  for 
some  hours  afterward,  the  force  of  nutritive 
assimilation  would  readily  pass  on  the  blood 
through  the  capillaries  to  the  veins,  and  the 
autopsy  on  the  following  day  might  show 
capillary  anemia  and  venous  plethora,  as  is 
so  often,  so  very  often,  found  in  our  post-mor- 

tem examinations.  This  absolute  fact  depends 
upon  the  truth  that  somatic  and  molecular 
death  are  not  simultaneous;  therefore,  after 
arterial  circulation  has  ceased,  the  capillary 
continues,  and  stops  only  with  the  approach  of 
molecular  death. 

LITERATURE  OF  THE  ETIOLOGY. 

Uiemeyer  believes  that  it  is  produced  by — 
1.  Degeneration  of  the  arterial  coats. 
2.  Hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle. 
3.  Shrinking  of  the  brain  from  atrophy,  etc. 
4.  Heavy  dinners  and  violent  emotions. 
5.  Old  age,  etc.,  play  important  parts  in  the 

causation. 
6.  Yalvular  affections  of  the  heart,  and 

renal  disease. 
Aitken  and  Tanner  give  as  causes — 
1.  Immoderate  use  of  liquors,  tobacco, 

opium. 2.  Plethora  from  suppression  of  old  dis- 
charges. 

3.  Degeneration  of  arterial  walls. 
5.  Excessive  eating  and  mechanical  vio- lence. 
6.  The  change  of  life. 
To  this  list  of  causes  I  propose  to  add  two 

more,  viz. : 
1.  Neuroses  involving  the  sympathetic 

ganglia  of  the  brain  and  cervix. 
2.  Abnormal  histogenesis  and  histolysis  of 

brain  substance  proper;  as  shown  by  local 
congestions,  softenings,  etc. 
The  symptomatology  embraces  (1)  prod- 

romic  symptoms;  (2)  those  of  invasion. 
Trousseau,  Tanner,  Aitken  and  others  believe 
the  prodromes  to  be  of  frequent  occurrence  ; 
while  Niemeyer  and  others  believe  the  attack 
to  be  much  more  frequently  sudden  and  un- 

heralded. The  fore  warnings  are  fullness  of 
the  head,  headache,  flushings,  throbbiugs, 
dimness  of  vision,  ringing  in  the  ears,  numb- 

ness of  the  upper  or  lower  limbs,  formication, 
partial  paralysis,  repeated  hemorrhage  from 
the  nose,  and,  I  will  add  that  in  some  few 
cases  restlessness,  sense  of  discomfoit,  vague 
feelings  of  oppression,  impending  trouble, 
etc.,  have  preceded  the  attacks.  Symptoms 
of  the  attack :  There  may  be  sudden  loss  of 
consciousness,  motion,  power,  etc.,  with 
flushed  face,  full  pulse,  stertorous  breathing, 
etc. ;  or  sudden  headache,  nausea,  vomiting 
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gradual  loss  of  consciousness,  and  syncope, 
deepening  into  profound  coma  ;  or  there  may 
be  sudden  paralysis  without  loss  of  conscious- 

ness, and  this  may  or  may  not  run  gradually 
into  a  true  apoplectic  stupor.  There  are  many 
blendings  of  these  three,  though  typical 
causes  of  each  kind  are  often  seen. 

The  prognosis  is  grave  or  not,  according  to 
the  amount  of  paralysis,  kind  of  coma,  con- 

tinuance of  profound  insensibility,  difficulty 
of  swallowing,  etc.,  but  a  guarded  opinion 
should  always  be  given,  as  for  10  or  15  days 
the  hemorrhage,  in  severe  cases,  is  liable  to 
recur  and  the  clot  acting  as  a  foreign  sub- 

stance may  give  rise  to  inflammation  of  a 
more  or  less  dangerous  character,  with  fever, 
delirium,  etc.  After  an  attack,  mild  or  severe, 
it  is  always  well  to  look  out  for  fever  and  in- 

flammatory symptoms,  and  to  caution  the  pa- tient in  reference  to  them. 

Treatment:  Fortunately  for  our  patiei  ts, 
amid  such  aconfusion  of  theories,  we  have  at 
last  arrived  at  a  somewhat  settled  therapeu- 

tics. Bleeding,  either  by  venesection  or  leech- 
es, is  rarely  practiced  now,  but  in  some  few 

instances  most  authorities  agree  that  it  is 

called  for,  as  in  cases  where  death  seems  to 
be  threatened  by  coma  with  a  full  hard  pulse, 
throbbing  carotids,  hot  and  flushed  face  and 
purplish  countenance,  in  a  person  of  ful  habit. 
But  otherwise  it  is  not  indicated  and  always 
does  harm.  Trousseau  opposes  bleeding  in 
all  cases  and  prefers  placing  the  patient  in  the 
sitting  posture  and  using  cold  applications  to 
the  head,  mustard  foot-baths,  etc.  He  claims 
a  greatly  lessened  mortality  in  his  practice 
since  the  rejection  of  blood-letting.  Few 
authors  now  advocate  general  bleeding  except 
in  special  cases,  but  all  agree  in  the  efficacy  of 
revulsives,  cathartics,  enemata  and  quiet. 
The  treatment  appears  to  be  condensed  into 
this :  cold  to  the  head,  sinapisms  to  the  chest, 
thighs,  arms,  etc.,  mustard  foot-baths,  a  good 
active  cathartic  or  a  purgative  enema ;  then 
during  reaction  rest  and  quiet  absolute,  with 
good  but  simple  and  nutiitious  diet 

After  the  danger  is  over,  blisters  or  pustula- 
tion  on  the  neck  are  often  useful  as  coun- 

ter-irritants against  chronic  inflammatory 
troubles  ;  but  these  chronic  sf  quelse  whether 
inflammatory,  paralytic  or  of  other  nature,  re- 

quire special  treatment  different  from  that  of 
apoplexy  proper. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope, 

Medical  Treatment  of  Disease. 

In  a  lecture  on  this  topic  in  the  British  Medi- 
cal Journal,  Dr.  J.  H.  Bristowes  gives  his 

treatment  as  follows  : 
Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia  is  a  malady  of  frequent  occur- 
rence; one,  with  the  symptoms  and  progress 

and  morbid  anatomy  of  which,  all  reasonably 
well  educated  practitioners  are  thoroughly 
familiar;  and  one  which  had  been  subjected 
to  all  varieties  of  treatment.  In  this,  as  in  all 
inflammatory  affections,  the  general  tendency 
is  undoubtedly  toward  recovery ;  although 
here,  as  in  other  similar  cases,  it  certainly 
sometimes  happens  that,  owing  to  the  inten- 

sity of  the  attack  or  to  the  feebleness  of  the 
person  attacked,  or  to  the  coexistence  of  com- 

plications, the  patient  dies  before  the  malady 
has  reached  its  turning  point,  or  it  may  be  even 
during  the  period  of  convalescence.  The 
most  opposite  plans  of  treatment  have  been 
found  by  their  respective  advocates  successful 
in  curing  the  disease.  For  a  long  time  bleed- 

ing was  regarded  as  the  only  effectual  remedy; 
and,  in  this  belief,  large  quantities  of  blood 
were  removed  daily  by  phlebotomy,  until,  in 
fact,  the  patient  was  reduced  to  a  condition  of 
extreme  debility  and  anemia;  and  yet  (and  I 
think  I  may  venture  to  say,  notwithstanding 

all  this)  pneumonic  patients  seem  to  have  re- 
covered in  large  proportion.  More  recently 

the  mercurial  and  antimonial  method  of  treat- 
ment was  largely  followed.  I  recollect  that 

my  teachers  at  St.  Thomas' Hospital,  as  a  rule, 
carried  it  out  thoroughly :  and  in  my  own  early 
days  of  practice,  in  the  hospital  and  elsewhere, 
I  acted  under  the  influence  of  their  teaching. 
To  the  best  of  my  belief,  and  I  could  support 
my  belief  by  figures,  this  practice  was  again 
so  far  successful  that  the  great  majority  of 
patients  recovered.  Dr.  Todd  undoubtedly 
deserves  the  credit,  which  his  pupils  claim 
for  him,  of  having  proved  that  alcoholic  stim- 

ulants may  be  administered  freely  in  inflam- 
matory diseases,  without  adding  to  the  fever 

present,  and  without  other  injurious  conse- 
quences ;  and  he,  and  his  followers,  treated 

pneumonia  mainly  by  the  administration  of 
alcohol  in  large  quantities ;  and  here  again, 
if  we  believe  the  testimony  of  witnesses  and 
of  statistics,  the  percentage  of  recoveries  was 
high  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  sanguine. 
But  surely  it  is  not  unnatural  to  suppose, 
when  so  many  plans  of  treatment,  essentially 
different  in  their  principles,  have  all  appear- 

ed to  accomplish  the  same  end,  namely,  the 
cure  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  patients 
who  have  been  subjected  to  them  severally, 
that  the  essential  course  of  the  disease,  its 
progress  toward  recovery,  is  independent 
of  the  specific  measures  employed,  or,  at  least, 
so  far  independent  that  the  remedies  effected 
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nothing  beyond  a  little  delay  or  a  little 
hastening  of  that  progress — differences  which 
would  scarcely  leave  their  mark  in  statistical 
tables,  and  would  be  still  less  obvious  in  com- 

parisons made  between  our  simple  recollec- 
tions of  what  have  been  the  results  of  differ- 

ent plans  of  treatment  which  we  have  witness- 
ed or  carried  out.  And,  indeed,  so  much  has 

this  skeptical  view  of  the  treatment  of  pneu- 
monia found  its  way,  during  the  last  few  years, 

into  the  minds  of  medical  men,  that  a  consid- 
erable number  of  them  have  adopted  the  ex- 

pectant or  (so  far  as  medicines  are  concerned) 
the  do-nothing  treatment.  Dr  Hughes  Ben- 

nett especially  has  made  himself  the  champion 
of  what  he  calls  the  "Restorative  treatment 
of  this  disease  ;  "  a  treatment  which  consists 
in  the  abstention  from  drugs,  and  the  admin- 

istration of  food  and  stimulants ;  and  if  his 
statistics  mean  anything,  they  mean  that  his 
success  has  been  something  quite  remark- 
able, 

I  have  myself,  during  the  last  ten  years, 
given  up  all  special  medicinal  treatment  of 
pneumonia,  all  treatment,  that  is  to  say, 
aimed  at  cutting  short  or  curing  the  disease, 
and  have  contented  myself  with  giving  such 
occasional  doses  of  medicine  as  some  urgent 
or  distressing  symptom  has  required  for  its  re- 

lief, and  sustaining  the  patient  with  so  much 
easily-digested  food  as  the  stomach  could  be 
got  to  retain,  and  such  an  amount  of  alcoholic 
stimulant  as  seemed  to  me  to  be  admissible  or 
desirable ;  and  certainly,  to  the  best  of  my 
belief,  my  latter  patients  have  got  as  rapidly 
well  as  my  former  patients  did,  and  have  re- 

covered in  as  large  proportion.  I  may  add 
that,  during  the  last  year  or  two,  I  have  in 
many  cases,  experimentally,  refrained  alto- 

gether from  alcohol,  excepting  during  the 
period  of  convalescence,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  without  any  diminution  of  success.  Of 
course  stimulants  are  sometimes  essential, 
and  in  large  quantities.  I  recollect  a  young 
man  who  was  under  my  treatment  with  double 
pneumonia,  in  the  year  1862  ;  and  who,  early 
in  the  disease,  presented  exceptionally  severe 
symptoms,  such  as  delirium,  feebleness  of 
pulse,  subsultus,  and  other  indications  of  ex- 

treme prostration,  and  whom  I  first  treated 
sim pi v  with  soda-water  and  a  small  amount  of 
stimulus.  I  found  out  soon,  however,  that  he 
had  been  a  stoker  at  one  of  our  large  brew- 

eries, and  had  habitually  drank  five  gallons  of 
beer,  daily ;  and  I  ordered  him  at  once,  not 
five  gallons,  but  still  a  considerable  quantity 
of  beer  and  some  gin,  with  (as  might  be  sup- 

posed) immediate  beneficial  results.  But  such 
cases  are,  of  course,  exceptional,  and  excep- 

tional cases  need  exceptional  treatment. 
Bheumatism. 

A  special  interest  has  attached  to  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  rheumatism,  ever  since  the  well- 

known  paper  of  Sir  W.  Gull  and  Dr.  Sutton 
was  read,  three  or  four  years  ago,  before  the 
Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  in 
which  they  endeavored  to  show,  by  comparing 

the  results  of  a  series  of  cases  treated  by 
themselves,  with  pepermint  water,  with  series 
of  cases  treated  in  other  ways,  that  a  mere  ex- 

pectant treatment  was  quite  as  successful  in 
its  results  as  other  plans  of  treatment  of 
greater  pretentions.  Rheumatism,  like  pneu- 

monia, is  a  disease  which  arises  from  exposure 
to  cold,  or  perhaps  rather  cold  and  damp  ;  but 
it  differs  from  pneumonia  in  this  important  re- 

spect, namely,  that  while  pneumonia  tends  to 
run  a  certain  definite  course,  marked  by  the 
morbid  processes  which  are  going  on  in  the 
lungs,  rheumatism  begins  with  inflammation 
of  a  joint,  and  is  continued  more  or  less  in- 
definitely  by  successive  outbreaks  of  inflam- 

mation in  other  joints,  and  in  the  fibrous  tis- 
sues of  other  parts,  including  that  of  the 

heart ;  often  breaks  out  anew  when  it  had  ap- 
peared to  have  subsided ;  and  often  assumes  a 

chronic  character.  Indeed,  this  is  a  strong 
reason  to  believe  that  in  this  disease  each 
local  inflammation  (which  is  rarely  very  in- 

tense, rarely  much  prolonged,  and  rarely  sup- 
purative) acts  as  the  starting  point  of  new 

complications ;  that  at  each  such  spot  some 
poisonous  material  is  developed,  which,  being 
absorbed  by  the  lymphatics  or  veins,  is  re- 

ceived into  the  circulation,  and  then  infects 
remote  susceptible  parts.  It  has  been  assum- 

ed, though  apparently  on  insufficient  grounds, 
that  there  is  some  peculiar  relation  between 
rheumatism  and  the  development  of  lactic 
acid  in  the  syst  m ;  and  that  the  continuance 
of  the  disease,  the  acidity  of  the  urine,  and 
the  acridity  of  the  perspiration  are  all  con- 

nected with  this  development ;  notwithstand- 
ing (as  Dr.  Garrod  shows)  that  the  blood  con- 

tinues alkaline  in  rheumatism,  and  that  the 
perspiration  is  less  acid  than  in  health,  and 
notwithstanding  that  the  urine  is  only  in  a 
comparatively  small  degree  more  acid  than  in 
its  normal  condition. 

Now,  for  rheumatism,  even,  more  than  for 
pneumonia,  numerous  drugs  and  numerous 
plans  of  treatment,  propose  on  theoretical 
grounds,  or  accepted  in  defedence  to  exper- 

ience, have  been  used,  are  still  in  use,  and 
are  relied  upon  by  medical  practitioners. 
Which  of  these  remedial  agents  is  the  most 
efficient,  on  which  can  most  reliance  be  plac- 

ed ?  Bleeding,  mercury,  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, colchicum,  opiates,  lemon-juice, 

nitrate  of  potash,  bicarbonate  of  potash, 
hot  baths,  blisters  and  other  forms  of 
counter-irritants  applied  to  the  inflamed 
joints,  these  and  many  other  drugs  and  other 
remedial  measures  may  be  enumerated  ;  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  a  fair  average  of  success  has 
attended  the  use  of  each;  each,  at  certain 
times  and  in  certain  hands,  has  certainly  been 
accredited  with  so-called"  successful" results. 
But  it  is  even  more  difficult  here  than  in  the 
case  of  pneumonia  to  judge  fairly  of  the  suc- 

cess of  treatment,  partly  because  of  the  great 
irregularity  which  marks  the  usual  course  of 
the  disease,  and  partly  because  we  are  apt  to 
judge  of  our  success  or  non-success  according 
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as  the  heart  escapes  or  becomes  implicated. 
One  claim  asserted  on  behalf  of  the  alkaline 
treatment  by  Dr.  Fuller,  and  supported  sta- 

tistically by  Dr.  Dickinson,  is  that  heart-dis- 
ease rarely,  if  ever,  comes  on  after  the  urine 

has  been  rendered  alkaline  ;  but  that  fact  is 
not  admitted  by  other  observers,  nor  ought  it 
to  be  admitted  except  as  an  accidental  feature 
in  a  certain  series  of  cases,  unless  it  can  also 
be  shown  that  all  tendency  to  the  migration 
of  inflammation  ceases  at  the  same  time.  But 
that  is  noL  asserted,  and  is  most  certainly  not 
the  fact.    A  similar  claim,  with  regard  to  the 
prevention  of  heart  disease,  is  put  forward  by 
Dr.  Herbert  Davies  on  behalf  of  his  blister 
treatment,  and  the  claim  is,  of  course,  of  equal 
value.    And,  if  my  memory  serve  me,  nearly 
every  other  plan  of  treatment  which  has  been 
fashionable  of  late  years,  has  been  attended 
by  the  same  happy-  result.    Another  claim 
asserted  in  favor  of  the  alkaline  treatment  is, 
that  it  shortens  the  total  duration  of  the  dis- 

ease ;  a  claim  which  has  equally  been  assert- 
ed in  favor  of  all  other  plans  of  treatment. 

And  here  again  statistics  are  brought  forward 
in  proof;  statistics  which  woald  show  that 
the  duration  of  the  disease,  under  any  one 
plan  of  treatment,  is  shorter  by  a  few  hours 
or  a  few  days  than  its  duration  is  under  all 
other  plans  of  treatment.    Of  course  we  must 
all  admit  that,  if  any  remedy  curtail  the  dura- 

tion of  rheumatism,  and  prevent  the  occur- 
rence of  rheumatic  heart-disease,  that  remedy 

is  curative  and  acts  us  a  specific  against  the 
disease.   But  I  fancy  that  very  few  of  us, 
looking  back  to  our  experience  of  rheumatism, 
will  concede  that  any  such  remedy  has  ye: 
been  found;  that  very  few  even  of  those 
amongst  us  who  believe  we  have  some  con- 

trol over  rheumatism  through  the  agency  of 
medicines,  will  pin  our  faith  to  any  one  drug ; 
and  that  most  of  us  will  entertain  a  very 
wholesome  suspicion  of  the  value  of  statistics 
in  settling  the  point  at  issue.   It  is  curiously 
illustrative  of  the  value  of  statistics,  that  the 
cases  which  Sir  W.  Gull  and  Dr.  Sutton  have 
published  and  tabulated,  in  order  to  show  the 
success  of  peppermint-water,  have  been  re- 

analyzed and  retabulated  by  Dr.  Fuller  to 
prove  that  they  are  wrong.    For  my  own 
part  I  may  venture  to  say  that  I  have,  for 
some  years  past,  been  slowly  arriving  at  the 
same  opinion  in  regard  to  rheumatism  as  I 
have  expressed  in  regard  to  pneumonia  ;  and 
on  looking  over  long  series  of  cases  treated 
on  different  plans,  I  have  been  struck  with 
the  little  essential  difference  of  result  which 
they  manifest.   I  believe,  in  fact,  with  Sir 
W.  Gull  and  Dr.  Sutton,  that  we  have  no 
remedy  which  is  capable  of  curing  rheuma- 

tism.   I  may  add  here,  that  the  observations 
on  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism  and 
acute  gout  by  rest  and  ease,  made  by  Dr.  Sib- 
son,  in  his  address  on  Medicine,  delivered  be- 

fore the  British  Medical  Association  in  1870, 
seem  to  me  most  valuable.   He  shows  con- 

clusively, I  think,  by  a  large  array  of  facts, 

the  insignificant  importance  of  drugs,  the  im- 
mense impo  rtance  of  hygienic  measures  in  the 

treatment  of  the  former  disease  ;  and,  in  ref- 
erence to  this  matter,  he  arrives  at  conclu- 

sions in  which,  for  the  most  part,  I  cordially 
concur. 

Effects  of  Prussic  Acid. 

Dr.  AKMOBYof  Boston,  Mass.,  in  the  Prac- 
titioner^ from  some  experiments  deduces  the 

following  summary  of  the  pathological  effects 
of  prussic  acid  : 

1.  Artificial  respiration  does  not  prevent 
the  intoxication  of  Prussic  acid,  nor  does  it 
materially  assist  in  the  elimination  of  the 
poison  ;  consequently,  means  directed  to  the 
institution  of  artificial  respiration  in  cases  of 
poisoning  from  this  drug  are  unnecessary  for 
the  protection  of  life.* 

2.  Artificial  respiration  will  prevent  the  oc- 
currence of  convulsions,  or  of  muscular  spasms 

which  follow  the  absorption  of  this  poison  in 
a  dose  of  sufficient  quantity  to  endanger  life. 

3.  Muscular  irritability  and  nervous  con- 
ductibility  are  not  impaired  by  the  intoxica- 

tion caused  by  this  drug  in  cases  where  artificial 
respiration  has  been  maintained,  until  after 
the  cessation  of  the  cardiac  pulsations. 

4.  The  static  congestion  of  the  pulmonary 
tissue  is  either  a  post-mortem  symptom,  or  is 
due  to  the  asphyxia  which  has  been  consider- 

ed by  some  experimenters  as  one  of  the  causes 
of  death  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  prussic  acid. 

5.  Death  by  this  agent  is  due  to  some  other 
cause  besides  a^phyxir  ;  and  it  may  be  sug- 

gested that  the  fundamental  cause  is  a  state 
of  blood-poisoning,  due  to  some  alteration  of 
either  the  physical  or  the  chemical  condition  of 
the  biood  :  which  of  the  two,  it  is  not  our  pur- 

pose here  to  discuss. 
6.  The  apoplexy  in  the  encephalon  and  spi- 

nal cord  noticed  by  Tardieut  as  an  anatomi- 
cal ledon  due  to  the  intoxication  produced  by 

this  agent,  is  probably  referrable  to  the  as- 
phyxia, secondarily  induced,  and  not  to  the 

direct  action  of  this  poison.  The  same  con- 
dition has  been  observed  in  animals  dyiog 

from  asphyxia  produced  by  otherj  causes,  as 
by  nitrous  oxide$  and  by  chloroform.  When 
asphyxia  is  not  present  in  a  caje  of  poisoning 
from  prussic  acid,  no  very  marked  apoplexy 
or  congestion  is  noticed  post-mortem. 

There  are  some  points  connected  with  the 
preceding  experiments  worthy  of  notice,  the 
discussion  of  which  would  exceed  the  limits 
of  the  present  article.  Without  attempting 
to  enter  very  fully  in  its  discussion,  attention 
is  simply  directed  to  one  of  these  points. 

*  Ammonia  may  stimulate  the  capillar  y  ciicuiation  ; 
but  if  this  is  the  object  desired,  it  could  more  acvantage- 
om  y  be  carried  out  if  tue  solution  of  ammonia  weie  di- rectly introduced  into  the  circulation  by  thd  hypodermic 
sjrirge. 

fTar.lieu,  "  E"ud^  Medico-legale  et  Clinque  sur  l'Em- 
poissonnemeut,"  p.  1036.   Paris :  J.  B.  Bailliere,  1867. 

JTardieu,  "  Etude  Medico-legale  sur  la  Pendaison  "  pp. 
260,  307,  &c. 

I"  New  York  Medical  Journal,"  August  1S70,  p.  17. 
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It  is  generally*  supposed  by  toxicologists 

that  rigor  mortis  ensues  very  early  after  death 
from  hydrocyanic  poisoning,  viz. :  within  two 
or  three  hours  ;  whereas,  in  the  three  experi- 

ments above  detailed,  the  phenomenon  did 
not  occur  for  several  hours  subsequent  to 
death. 

Brown-Sequard  and  Stannius,  working  in- 
dependently of  each  other — the  former  at 

Paris,  the  latter  at  Rostock— discovered  that 
in  the  living  animal  muscular  rigidity,  similar 
in  every  respect  to  rigor  mortis,  could  be  in- 

duced in  the  lower  portion  of  the  body  within 
two  or  three  hours  after  cutting  off  from  those 
parts  their  supply  of  arterial  blood.  These 
two  experimenters,  both  considered  that  rigor 
mortis  ensued  at  the  final  vital  effort  of  muscu- 

lar contractility.  They  found  that  by  supply- 
ing with  oxygenated  blood  the  muscles  affected 

with  rigidity,  the  spasm  could  be  relaxed,  and 
would  so  remain  as  long  as  this  artificial  supply 
was  maintained,  even  though  the  temperature 
of  the  injected  blood  was  20°  Fahr.  below  the 
normal  temperature  of  the  living  animal. 

In  men  killed  suddenly  by  some  accident, 
such  as  by  a  bullet  penetrating  the  brain,  after 
a  period  of  active  muscular  exercise,  muscular 
rigidity  ensues  t  within  a  remarkably  short 
time  after  death ;  also  in  persons  dying  from 
the  effects  of  an  exhausting  disease,  as 
phthisis,  or  after  convulsions,  rigor  mortis 
usually  occurs  within  a  short  time  after  death. 

In  men  and  animals  previously  in  good 
health,  suddenly  kliled  by  a  poisonous  dose  of 
strychnia  and  prussic  acid,  rigor  mortis  sets  in 
quite  speedily  after  the  cessation  of  life.  May 
it  not  be  that  a  carbonization  of  the  blood,  an 
engorgement  of  the  vascular  system  with  de- 

oxidized blood,  predisposes  to  the  early  ap- 
pearance after  death  of  the  rigor  mortis  ? 

In  my  experiments  there  was  little,  and  in 
one  case  no  tendency  to  convulsions  previous 
to  death,  nor  was  death  preceded  by  muscular 
spasms.  Was  this  not  due  to  the  maintenance 
of  artificial  respiration  until  the  cessation  of 
cardiac  pulsations  ? 

Dr.  Brinton  does  not  assert  that  the  muscu- 
lar rigidity  occurring  instantaneously  after 

violent  death  from  bullet  wounds  penetrating 
the  brain,  is  the  same  as  that  generally  known 
as  rigor  mortis.  He  mentions,  however,  that 
"  cadaveric  rigidity  occurs  in  animals  hunted 
to  death  or  which  have  died  from  fighting." 
In  such  cases  a  great  degree  of  muscular 
activity  consumes  the  oxygen  in  the  blood ; 
and  when  death  occurs,  the  blood  is  to  a 
greater  or  lesser  extent  deoxidized.  Prof. 
Brown-SequardJ  shows  most  conclusively  that 
the  early  appearance  and  short  duration  of 
rigor  moras  depend  upon  the  diminution  of 
muscular  irritability.  Consequently  the  early 
appearance  of  rigor  mortis  alter  death  from 

.  *  Tar  dieu,  op,  cit. 
t  John  H.  Brinton,  M.  D,,  '•'  Amer.  Journ.  of  the  Med Sciences,"  Jan.  ]«70,  p.  87  et  seq. 
X  Oroonian  Lecture,  "Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Society," May  16th,  1851. 

poisons  causing  convulsions,  is  undoubtedly 
due  to  the  diminution  of  muscular  irritability 
from  over-exertion  and  exhaustion  during  the 
convulsions.  If  these  convulsions  are  pre- 

vented by  artificial  respiration,  muscular  irrita- 
bility will  last  longer  after  death,  and  the 

rigor  mortis  be  delayed. 

The  Use  of  Tobacco. 

Dr.  T.  L.  Wright,  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio, 
says  in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer  : 

The  injury  arising  from  the  use  of  tobacco 
is  to  a  great  extent  negative,  although,  as  a 
deleterious  agent,  we  will  see  tobacco  exert- 

ing sometimes  very  positive  influences. 
It  would  be  curious,  il  it  were  not  pitiful,  to 

fully  know  what  sublime  schemes,  what  pro- 
found thoughts,  what  plans — wide  as  humanity 

and  deep  as  the  foundations  of  civilization— 
have  melted  away  and  vanished  through  the 
dreamy  imbecility  irduced  by  tobacco  smoke. 
Yet,  when  the  eneravating  influence  of  the 
pleasing  siren  has  passed  off,  the  young  and 
the  ambitious,  or,  it  may  be,  the  old  and  wise, 
start  once  more  into  activity  and  seem  about 
to  realize,  in  actual  fact,  their  cherished  and 
noble  ideals,  when  once  again,  and  yet  again, 
forever,  the  soothing  influence  of  tobacco  be- 

guiles and  deludes,  like  a  silent  dream,  everj 
faculty  of  action  and  every  impulse  of  energy. 
Thus  postponement,  and  procrastination,  and 
tobacco  dim  the  brightest  intellects,  and 
weaken  the  pulsations  of  the  noblest  hearts, 
until  suddenly,  all  at  once,  old  age  is  here. 
The  year*  of  brightness,  and  promise,  and 
youth  are  passed  and  gone,  and  the  "  night 
when  no  man  can  work,"  has  come. 
Tobacco  seems  to  act  primarily  upon  the 

organic  nervous  system,  depressing  all  its 
functions,  as  the  nutrition  of  the  body,  the 
circulation  of  the  blood,  and  even  the  repro- 

ductive powers.  The  influence  of  tobacco 
upon  the  action  of  the  heart,  when  it  is  used 
in  undue  quantity  for  a  long  period  of  time,  is 
very  peculiar,  and  is  well  deserving  of  notice. 
The  heart  displays,  in  time,  more  or  less  ir- 

regularity in  its  action.  This  is  evinced  in 
palpitation,  in  tumultuous  motion  of  that 
organ,  especielly  when  lying  upon  the  left 
side,  confining  the  space  of  its  action.  There 
may  be  a  loud  and  thumping  sound  of  pulsa- 

tion. There  is  sometimes  a  gurgling  or 
squirting  sensation  in  the  region  of  the  heart. 
Not  unfrequently  there  is  very  prominent, 
upon  the  slightest  mental  excitement,  a  dis- 

tinct sound  about  the  heart,  as  of  rubbing 
leather,  that  is,  a  creaking  sound  with  every 
heart  beat,  like  rubbing  upon  glass  with  the 
finger.  These  symptoms  are  attended  at  times 
with  a  sense  of  vertigo  or  dizziness,  and  a 
person  so  affected  often  feels  that  it  is  safest 
to  sit  down  a  little  while  to  prevent  his  stag- 

gering or  even  falling.  The  eyes  sometimes 
feel  as  though  they  were  fixed  in  the  head 
immovable,  and  perhaps  crossed,  and  the 
person  affected  wonders  in  his  own  mind  if  he 
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does  not  present  a  singular  appearance  to 
beholders. 

All  this  time  the  pulse  varies.  It  is  always 
feeble,  frequently  rapid,  "  a  nervous  pulse  ; " 
but  very  often,  indeed,  irregular  and  greatly 
intermittent.  Sometimes  it  is  very  rapid  for 
a  few  seconds,  then  slow  and  labored  ;  now  a 
heavy  throb, again  a  few  hurried,  thread  like, 
and  very  faint  pulsations,-  scarcely,  indeed, 
perceptible,  and  anon,  a  stop  altogether, until 
ihe  patient,  frightened  and  greatly  concerned 
—  if  he  is  at  all  attentive  to  his  pulse— lets  go 
the  wrist  lest  his  increasing  anxiety  culminate 
in  his  dropping  dead.  Sometimes  he  may  fall 
dying.  This  is  a  form  of  heart  disease  entirely 
owing  to  the  abuse  of  tobacco. 

In  the  attacks  of  prostration,  to  which 
allusion  is  made,  the  heart  is  possibly,  after 
many  years  of  conflict  with  an  insidious 
poison,  finally  subdued.  It  is  almost  power- 

less, while  the  braiu  as  a  consequence  suffers 
from  a  deficiency  of  blood.  The  face  is  deadly 
pale.  The  end  of  the  nose  is  cold  and  pinched. 
The  patient  sighs  feebly  and  gasps  for  breath. 
He  sinks,  wonderfully  limp  and  white,  close 
to  the  bed.  A  gulping  effort  to  vomit, 
frequently  unsuccessful  from  sheer  prostra- 

tion, is  followed  by  a  state  of  unconsciousness 
resembling  death.  This  condition  of  syncope 
is  worse  than  ordinary  fainting.  Where  the 
presence  of  nicotin,  or  tobacco  poison,  is 
universal  throughout  the  system,  there  is  much 
to  contend  with  in  addition  to  the  state  of 
simple  fainting.  Tfcis  prostration,  sometimes 
fatal,  tells  a  long  story,  and  to  many  a  plain 
one,  of  the  slow  entrance,  but  at  length 
universal  prevalence  of  the  poisonous  prin- 

ciple of  tobacco —nicotin— in  the  system. 
It  is  plain  that  here  is  a  condition  that  it 

will  take  a  considerable  time  to  rectify.  To 
ever  recover  so  far  that  a  recurrence  of  the 
fearful  symptoms  above  described  shall  net 
be,  at  any  and  every  season,  impending, 
implies  a  complete  revolution  and  reproduc- 

tion throughout  the  whole  structure.  Long 
time,  suitable  remedies,  proper  nutriment, 
and  an  entire  abandonment  of  the  use  of 
tobacco  will — assisted  by  the  process  of  inter- 

stitial substitution  of  healthy  substance  for 
poisoned  atoms — accomplish  the  de>ired  ob- 

ject. Until  that  point  is  clearly  attained — 
and  it  will  require  from  one  to  three  years 
to  effect  the  complete  *k  casting  out  "  of  the 
evil  spirit— it  will  be  found  that  every  cigar 
smoked  w  11  threaten,  in  some  degree,  to  bring 
on  an  attack  syncope.  It  is  surprising  to  see 
how  fearful,  so  to  speak,  the  system  has 
now  become  of  tobacco,  although  it  seemed 
once  to  be  absolutely  impregnable  to  its 
assaults. 

It  is  clear  from  the  foregoing,  if  true,  that 
the  habitual  use  of  tobacco,  even  when  its 
most  distressing  effects  are  not  reached,  is 
merely  a  slow  but  certain  process  of  dwarfing, 
or  belittling,  a  man,  both  in  an  intellectual 
and  moral  sense.  The  vice  of  intemperance 
is  incomparably  the  more  lamentable,  when 

considered  beside  the  habit  of  using  tobacco. 
Drunkenness  is  utterly  destructive  to  any  and 
every  one  of  the  better  characteristics  of  the 
human  mind,  and  heart,  and  body.  To  com- 

pare, in  an  unfavorable  manner,  the  slave  of 
tobacco  with  the  slave  of  alcohol,  is  so  mani- 

festly unjust,  that  the  habit  of  tobacco  using 
acquires  a  certain  title  to  respect,  as  something 
falsified  and  persecuted. 

That  people  should  become  addicted  to  the 
tobacco  habit  at  all,  is  only  to  be  explained 
by  the  fact  that  folks  often  desire  to  escape 
from  themselves.  Habit  takes  the  pi  ce  of 
thought ;  it  usurps  the  throne  of  intellect.  In 
our  own  country  especially,  where  the  excite- 

ment of  politics  is  so  frequent  and  intense  ; 
where  the  weak  minded  and  the  ignorant,  as 
well  as  the  intelligent  and  intellectual,  are  so 
frequently  whirled  into  an  abyss  of  passion, 
with  little  but  excited  and  perverted  feeling 
for  director  and  guide, there  is  little  reason  to 
be  surprised  that  so  many  resort  to  the  quiet- 

ing, pigmy-making  properties  of  tobacco  for relief. 

And  yet  to  the  oppressed  in  every  country 
and  clime ;  to  those  whose  bruised  hearts 
throb  in  anguish  ;  whose  tired  and  fretted 
brains  would  seek  repose  under  the  ministra- 

tion of  th%t  last  great  friend— Death  ;  to  such, 
tobacco  affords  a  refuge  and  a  solace,  better, 
safer,  and  more  complete  than  anything  else 
that  is  known. 

Like  some  beneficent  power,  it  can  calm 
the  perturbed  and  grief-stricken  spirit  of  tne 
wretched;  and,  taking  the  place  of 

"  Some  eweet,  oblivious  antidote, 
Cleanse  the  stuff  d  bos  m  or  that  perilous  stuff, 
Which  weighs  upon  the  heart." 

Cystitis  in  the  Female. 

Dr.  Pallen  says  on  this  topic,  in  the  St. 
Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  :  With 
regard  to  cystitis  as  produced  by  calculus, 
uterine  misplacement,  uterine  disease,  vas- 

cular growths  at  meatus  urinarius,  stricture 
of  the  urethra,  urethritis,  fissure  of  the  anus, 
hemorrhoids,  laceration  of  the  perineum,  dis- 

ease of  the  spine,  gonorrhea,  cancer,  tubercle, 
and  all  other  recognized  eauses,  I  do  not  pro- 

pose to  dwell  upon  them,  but  should  the  in- 
flammation of  the  bladder  exist,  should  we 

determine  positively  that  inflammatory  con- 
centric or  eccentric  hypertrophy  of  the  organ 

exists,  the  question  of  treatment  is  the  all- 
absorbing  one.  Boyer,  Civiale,  Sir  Benj. 
BrOdie,  Coulson,  Velpeau,  Kelaton  and  Nie- 
meyer,  state  that  chronic  cystitis  with  either 
of  these  changes,  (eccentric  or  concentric 
hypertrophy)  is  liable  to  produce  death  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  that  the  disease  is  usually  in- 

curable :  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  Demar- 
quay,  Braxton,  Hicks,  Amussat,  Jr.,  Sims  and 
Emmet,  hold  out  most  flattering  inducements 
to  the  profession  with  regard  to  local  treat- 

ment.  Lionel  Beale,  as  above  quoted,  relies 
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more  upon  a  general  constitutional  and 
hygvenic  treatment  than  upon  a  local  one, 
with  the  exception  of  cleansing  the  bladder  by 
means  of  frequent  and  copious  warm  water 
irrigations  slightly  acidulated  with  nitric  acid, 
one  di,r>p  to  the  ounce.  All,  however,  insist 
upon  the  advantages  gained  by  washing  out 
the  bladder  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  alkaline 
state  ef  the  secretions,  the  mucus,  aad  the  en- 

tangled crystals  of  the  triple  phosphates, 
urates  and  oxalates,  and  after  the  cleansing  is 
complete  to  inject  a  warm  solution  of  morphic 
(one  to  four  grains  to  the  ounce)  thrown  in  and 
permitted  to  remain.  Whether  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  biaddt  r,  possesses  or  not,  an 
absorbing  power,  experience  teaches  that  the 
morphia  solution  is  followed  by  a  decided 
amelioration  of  pain.  Injections  of  tannic 
acid,  mild  nitrate  of  silver  solutions,  balsam  of 
copaiba,  Venice  tupentine,  chlorate  of  pot- 

ash, weak  solu  ions  of  carbolic  acid,  tar  water, 
claret  wine,  permanganate  of*  potash,  and 
other  meoicaments  have  been  used  and 
vauuted  in  various  forms  of  vesical  catarrh, 
occasionally  with  benefit,  frequently  with 
none,  and  sometimes  hurtmily.  Sir  Henry 
Thompson  thinks  highly  of  the  administration 
of  an  infusion  of  the  (triticum  repens)  .'Ommon 
couch  grass,  but  like  buchu,  uva  ursi,  pareira 
brava,  Yichy,  Carlsbad,  Oontrexeville,  and 
other  waters,  xanthoxyllin,  the  preparations 
Of  potassium  and  sodium,  etc.,  etc.,  it  is 
destined  to  run  its  course  and  be  placed  along- 

side the  others  to  be  used  only  as  a  substitute 
when  they  fail.  The  prominent  modus  meden- 
di,  or  rather  the  chief  indications  in  the  local 
treatment  of  non-symptomatic  cystitis,  consists 
in  quiescence  of  the  bladder,  drainage  of  the 
urine,  and  keeping  the  cavity  free  of  mucosi- 

tes, concretions,  and  deposits  which  not  only 
irritate  by  their  presence,  but  the  decompo- 

sition o(  which  frequently  give  rise  to  secon- 
dary toxic  disease. 

Two  prominent  procedures  have  been  pro- 
posed to  produce  quiesence,  one  by  Dr.  Thos. 

Addis  Emmet,  which  consists  in  the  formation 
of  artificial  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  and  Nela- 
ton's  forcible  dilatation  of  the  urethra.  Gue- 
neau  de  Muss\*  reports  a  case  where  Yoil- 
lemier  in  the  Hotel-Dieu  advised  dilatation, 
but  which  was  not  carried  out,  as  the  patient 
got  well  under  emollient  injections  followed 
by  applications  of  nitrate  of  silver.  Nelaton 
devised  an  instrument  for  the  purpose,  but 
the  treatment  failed  in  his  hands. 

Dr  Emmet's  views  are  elaborately  publish- 
ed in  the  February  number  of  the  American 

Practitioner,  and  from  the  facts  presented,  he 
has  been  very  succes-  ful  in  his  results,  be- 

cause he  not  only  keeps  the  organ  quiet  and 

empty,  but  he  keep3  it  clean'by  numerous washings  and  irrigations,  easily  made,  a*  there 
are  two  openings,  the  urethral  orifice  and  the 
artificial  vesico-vaginal  fistula.  Nelaton  fail 
ed  in  his  procedure  on  account  of  the  various 
pathological  changes,  the  physiological  pecu 
liarites,  and  the  anatom.eal  connections. 

Dilatation  of  the  urethra  for  the  relief  of  ir- 
ritable bladder  may  serve  a  good  purpose  in 

stricture  or  fissme  of  the  urethra,  but  as  a 
cure  of  cystitis  proper  (concentric  hypertrophy 
of  the  bladder  being  the  most  frtquent  va- 

riety), it  will  be  found  to  be  of  no  avail,  be- 
cause one  or  several  weeks'  drainage  of  the 

bladder  is  not  sufficient  to  do  away  with  those 
pathological  changes  peculiar  to  cystitis. 
Again,  should  the  dilatation  of  the  urethra 
persist  for  weeks  after  the  forcible  rupture  of 
the  fibers ^of  the  so-called  sphincter  muscle, 
incontinence  of  urine  is  very  apt  to  ens-ue. 
Stricture  of  the  urethra  is  liable  to  be  produc- 

ed by  forcible  dilatation,  one  case  of  which  I 
have  seen. 

In  Dr.  Emmet's  operation,  the  difficulty  is 
to  keep  the  opening  sufficiently  large  to  allow 
the  urine  to  dribble  away,  and  should  a  per- 

manent fistula  be  established,  it  can  be  read- 
ily closed  by  the  usual  operation.  • 

Action  of  Ergot  on  the  Blood  Vessels. 

The  following  cases  are  reported  in  the  St. 
Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ,  by  W.  C. 
Matjll,M.  D.,of  Middle  town,  111. : 
Case  I.  Mr.  J.  W.,  set.  72,  farmer;  one 

foot  very  much  swollen,  pitting  on  pressure, 
swelling  extending  3  or  4  inches  above  the 
ankle;  skin  natural  color  ;  no  pressure  upon 
the  blood  vessels  returning  the  blood  from  the 
affected  part  could  be  found;  urine,  heart 
sounds  and  bowels,  all  right;  tongue  not 
coated  ;  pulse  regular,  soft,  vibrating,  and  65 
per  minute.  Prescribed  muriated  tr.  iron  and 
tr.  digitalis,  also  gin,  and  applied  bandages. 
This  treatment,  with  the  addition  of  baths 
and  daily  friction,  was  continued  for  a  month, 
without  perceptible  improvement.  Seeing 
ergot  credited  wiih  the  power  of  contracting 
the  unstriped  muscular  fibers  of  the  blood 
vessels,  and  believing  the  pulse  of  patient  in- 

dicated ( oasiderable  relaxation,  I  continued 
the  irou,aud  gave  besides  20-drop  doses  of 
fluid  ext.  ergot  every  four  hours.  Improve- 

ment commenced  in  several  days,  and  contin- 
ued to  complete  restoration. 

This  result  may  be  considered  coincident 
with  the  administration  of  the  ergot.  I  ha^e 
never  heard  of  its  administration  in  like  cases, 
and  therefore  expect  criticism.  To  change  an 
old  saying  without  marring  its  truth,  the  early 
worm  seldom  escapes  the  bird.  But  what  is 
th<jre  more  remarkable  about  its  action  i  1  this 
case,  than  in  its  cure  of  aneurism,  as  first  re- 

ported by  Langenbeck  ?  He  treated  an 
aneurism  of  the  radial  artery,  the  size  of  a 
hazel  nut,  by  injecting  ergotine  ULder  the  skin 
over  the  aneurism,  and  it  disappeared.  The 
remedy,  it  appears  to  me,  must  have  entered 
the  circulation  before  it  acted.  As  yet  no 
virtues  have  been  accredited  to  ergotine  not 
possessed  by  ergot.  If  it  then  has  power  to 

•  cause  sufficient  contraction  of  the  walls  of  an 
artery  to  destroy  an  aneurismal  tumor  the  size 
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mentioned,  is  it  improbable  that  the  medicine 
entering  the  blood  through  the  stomach  would 
have  sufficient  power  to  contract  the  debili- 

tated blood  vessel  ?  Without  being  prolix, 
the  following  inclines  me  to  believe  the  med- icine will  be  found  useful  in  such  cases.  The 
pulse,  soon  after  beginning  its  use,  became 
stronger;  patient  exhibited  less  irritability, 
lassitude,  depression  of  spirits,  etc.,  the  fre- 

quent result  of  impaired  or  difficult  blood  sup- 
ply to  the  nervous  centers.  The  relaxation 

of  Mr.  W.'s  circulating  system  was  so  appar- 
ent, that  digitalis,  on  account  of  its  reputed 

power  in  such  conditions,  was  thought  partic- 
ularly indicated. 

Case  II.  Mr.  M.,  set.  74;  walking  about; 
complains  of  tenderness  in  epigastric  and 
hypochondriac  regions ;  says  something 
presses  up  his  lungs  and  prevents  his  breath- 

ing freely;  tongue  pointed,  fissured,  and 
thickly  coated  with  a  yellowish  white  fur ; 
pulse  soft,  irregular,  and  interna  ttent ;  a  pulse 
lost  after  every  fourth  beat;  compelled  to 
micturate  several  timi-'S  during  the  night ;  hy- 
pertrophied  prostate  probably  present;  has 
b>  en  treated  for  heart  disease  ;  I  ascribed  the 
increase  of  his  trouble  to  torpidit  y  of  the  se- 

cretions. Prescribed  alterative  doses  of  calo- 
mel, to  be  followed  in  a  couple  of  days  by 

iron,  d'gita!is,  and  valerian.  Improvement 
followed ;  in  a  couple  of  weeks  after  he  re- 

lapsed Thinking  his  trouble  worse  every 
other  day,  I  gave  quinine  grs.  irj.,  every  three 
hours,  until  21  grains  had  been  taken  ;  gave 
also  the  alterative  and  digitali*.  Patient  was 
soon  able  to  sit  up.  While  convalescing  he 
was  at  times  irrational.  Nurse  noticed  the 
spells  some  time  be/ore  she  mentioned  it.  I 
p  onounced  them  the  sequels  of  disease  and 
tiecay  until  I  saw  one  of  them.  When  I  en- 

tered the  room,  he  knew  no  one;  his  eyes 
were  staring  and  expressionless.  After 
a  couple  of  hours  he  became  rational,  pulse 
irregular,  intermittent,  and  v^ry  soft.  I  re- 

solved to  try  to  restore  the  circulation  with 
ergot ;  gave  x.  gtts.  fluid  ext.  ergot  every  two 
hours.  No  more  spells,  as  nurse  called  them; 
and  tonics  gradually  restored  the  old  man  to 
comparathe  strength.  The  action  of  ergot 
in  this,  as  in  first  case,  upon  the  circulation, 
was  very  appreciable.  The  pulse  became  dis- 

tinct, stronger,  and  more  regular. 
Case  III.  Mrs.  H.,set  38;  anaemic ;  re- 

laxed, hysterical ;  been  under  treatment,  for 
both  real  and  imaginary  troubles,  for  a  couple 
of  years ;  tongue  much  coated  ;  pulse  112, 
full  and  very  soft ;  some  indications  of  incipi- 

ent phthisis  ;  spleen  slightly  enlarged  ;  actions 
from  the  bowels  and  kidneys  normal;  much 
troubled  from  throbbing  of  the  abdominal 
aorta.  Gave  purgative,  cholagooue,  to  be 
followed  by  bromide  potassium  and  fluid  ex- 

tract of  ergot.  Saw  her  again  one  week 
after ;  much  improved ;  says  the  purgative 
acted  freely,  and  that  the  pulsations  of  the 
aorta  ceased  to  annoy  her  a  couple  of  days 
after  commencing  treatment. 

Case  IV.  Mrs.  R.,  set  28  ;  attends  to  her 
household  affairs.  Says  she  is  troubled  with 
throbbing  in  the  abdomen,  and  that  after  con- 

siderable exertion  it  is  so  great  that  she  is 
compelled  to  take  to  her  bed  for  a  time.  No 
other  trouble  could  be  found.  Prescribed 
fluid  extract  of  ergot.  Two  weeks  after,  says 
tne  medic. ne  acted  like  a  charm  ;  declares  she 
is  entirely  relieved. 

In  small  doses,  frequently  administered,  I 
have  not  observed  ergot  to  lower  or  percepti- 

bly reduce  the  pulse.  Patients  never  com- 
plained of  fullness  of  the  head  or  nausea,  nor 

did  it  at  any  time  noticeably  affect  the  secre- 
tions or  excretions.  In  labor  I  have  used  it 

also  in  large  doses,  at  short  intervals,  and  can 
recall  no  other  disagreeable  effect  than  nausea, 
sometimes  followed  by  eme-is.  Dr.  A.  Jacobi 
considered  its  "  power  in  diminishing  the  size of  the  blood  vessels  manifest  from  its  value  as 
a  hemostatic."  The  truth  that  it  has  been 
found  practically  beneficial  in  hemorrhage,  in 
various  nervous  diseases,  throbbing  of  the 
abdominal  aorta,  aneurism,  and  similar  affec- 

tions, in  fact,  in  those  pathological  conditions 
marked  by  dilatation  or  relaxation  of  the 
walls  of  the  arteries,  cannot  be  too  highly  ap- 

preciated. Although  it  may  be  found  not  suf- 
ficient to  accomplish  the  desired  result  alone, 

it  certainly  can  be  relied  upon  as  a  powerful 
adjuvant. 

On  the  Use  of  Pepsine  in  Diarrhea, 
Dr.  A.  Davidson,  assistant  physician  to  the 

Children's  Infirmary,  Liverpool,  writes  to  the 
Practioner : 

There  is  a  form  of  diarrhea  often  observed 
in  young  children  from  one  to  two  years  old, 
in  which  the  ordinary  treatment  by  antacids, 
aromatics,  astringent-*,  etc.,  has  no  good  effect ; 
but  if  pepsine  be  administered,  it  scarcely  ever 
fails  to  restore  the  child  at  once  to  health. 
The  diarrhea  in  this  instance  arises  from  feeble- 
ness  of  the  digestive  powers.  A  large  propor- 

tion of  the  food  is  not  assimilated,  and  conse- 
quently passes  on  and  appears  in  the  motions 

in  an  undigested  state. 
These  cases  are  frequently  met  with  in  hos- 

pital practice,  and  are  easily  recognized.  They 
are  not  more  prevalent  in  the  summer  months, 
but  occur  at  all  times  of  the  year.  They  are 
most  frequent  after  the  period  of  weaning ;  but 
sometimes  weakly  children  fed  at  the  breast 
are  affected  in  this  way.  When  the  children 
are  brought  under  medical  observation,  it  is 
usually  found  that  the  diarrhea  has  existed 
for  several  weeks  or  months,  and  has  resisted 
all  the  ordinary  treatment  by  medicines  and 
regulation  of  diet. 

The  symptoms  are  as  follows.  The  motions 
are  frequent,  and  vary  considerably  in  charac- 

ter in  different  cases,  but  always  show  the  pre- 
sence of  undigested  food.  Usually  the  action 

of  the  bowels  takes  place  directly  after  the 
time  of  feeding,  and  this  circumstance  leads 
the  mother  or  nurse  to  describe  the  child's 
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state  as  one  in  which  the  food  passes  right 
through  it,  and  does  it  no  good.  Of  course  it 
is  impossible  that  the  food  really  passes 
through  the  intestinal  canal  so  rapidly  as  this 
description  would  imply.  What  really  occurs, 
is  that  the  ingestion  of  food  into  the  stomach 
excites  the  action  of  the  bowels,  and  leads  to 
the  expulsion  of  the  half-digested  food  previ- 

ously l}ing  in  the  large  intestines. 
Considerable  disturbance  of  health  usually 

results  from  this  form  of  diarrhea,  but  by  no 
mears  the  same  amount  of  exhaustion  or 
emaciation  as  would  follow  an  ordinary  attack 
of  catarrhal  or  inflammatory  diarrhea  of  the 
same  duration. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  cases,  it  is 
utterly  useless  to  administer  the  aromatic  as- 

tringent mixtures,  or  other  medicinal  remedies 
suitable  for  ordinary  dianhea;  but  if  small 
doses  of  pepsine  be  given  with  the  food,  im- 

mediate improvement  is  the  result,  and  ulti- 
mately complete  cure.  The  preparation  I 

have  chiefly  employed  is  pepsine  wine,  of  good 
quality,  in  doses  of  one  teaspoonful  three  or 
iour  times  daily.  In  some  instances,  an  alco- 

holic solution  of  pepsine,  sold  as  "  Liquor 
Pepsicus,"  was  given  ;  but  this  is  not  quite 
equal  to  the  wine  in  efficacy,  and  is  less  pleas- ant to  the  taste. 

The  following  is  an  illustrative  case,  select- 
ed from  a  very  large  number  which  I  have 

met  with  in  the  out-patients'  department  of 
the  Children's  Infirmary.  In  only  two  or three  instances  out  of  these  have  I  found  the 
remedy  unsuccessful. 

Case.— Gr.  H  ,  aged  18  months,  had  suf- 
fered from  constant  diarrhea  for  six  months, 

am1  had  been  treated  with  all  sorts  of  medicine 
without  benefit.  The  motions  were  frequent, 
dark  in  color,  and  very  fetid,  and  contained 
undigested  food.  His  mother  stated  that  the 
food  went  through  him  as  soon  as  he  ate  it. 
He  was  not  feverish,  but  pale,  weak,  and  irri- 

table. A  dessertspoonful  of  pepsine  was 
ordered  to  be  given  thrice  daily,  no  change 
being  made  in  his  diet.  Immediate  improve- 

ment resulted.  In  ten  days  it  was  noted,  "He 
is  nearly  well;  greatly  improved  in  general 
health;  bowels  act  only  thrice  daily,  and  are 
natural  in  appearance  aDdodor." 

The  Treat-rent  of  Spinal  Curvature. 
Mr.  Richard  Dayy,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  says  in  the 

Practitioner  for  March : 
The  treatment  of  spinal  curvature  may  be 

essentially  subdivided  into  —  firstly  general, 
and  secondly  mechanical,  treatment. 
Under  the  first  count  are  included  rest,  sea- 

side air,  strengthening  food,  oleum  morrhu'se, careful  nursing,  and  such  like;  and  the  late 
Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  concentrates  the  essence 
of  such  treatment  in  advising  a  couch  pleas- 

antly situate  near  the  sea-beach  ;  indeed,  it  is 
useless  to  undertake  the  treatment  of  this  de- 

formity without  paying  marked  deferense  to 
the  general  means  of  cure ;  but  especial  prom- 

inence has  been  given  in  this  short  paper  to 
the  local  and  mechanical  means  of  surgical assistance. 
Under  the  second  count  are  included  local 

and  mechanical  means. 
The  utmost  importance  must  be  conceded 

to  the  recumbent  posture  at  an  early  stage  of 
the  deformity.  This  necessity  for  early  vest 
is  in  many  instances  entirely  overlooked  by 
the  parents ;  many  a  child  is  unnecessarily 
tormented  by  an  anxious  mother,  who  run3 
from  one  orthopcedic  institution  to  another, 
in  the  mistaken  delusion  of  thus  obtaining  the 
best  treatment.  The  poor  child  pr..  tests,  and 
shows  its  sufferings  by  its  peevishness  and 
groans ;  the  mother  contents  herself  with  the 
empty  self  congratulation  of  having  exhibited 
her  offspring  to  goodness  knows  how  many 
doctors.  Nothing  can  so  effectually  give  rest 
and  ease  to  the  diseased  vertebral  column  as 
this  apparently  simple  recommendation  of  the 
recumbent  posture;  but  in  reality,  amongst 

the  rich  this  treatment  represents  a  couple^of extra  servants,  amongst  the  poor  it  involves 
an  impossibility. 

Children,  again,  not  being  aware  of  the  im- 
portance of  rest,  are  with  difficulty  kept  lying 

down ;  probably  the  easiest  means  of  insisting 
on  this  principle  of  rest  with  them  is  to  net 
over  their  cribs ;  whilst  amongst  the  hunch- 

backs at  or  about  the  time  of  puberty  there 
exists  such  a  refractory  impatience  of  restraint 
and  such  precocity  as  to  baffle  the  good  inten- 

tions of  any  surgeon.  Before  leaving  the  sub- 
ject of  the  recumbent  posture,  l«c  special 

stress  be  laid  upon  its  importance  in  cases  of 
cervical  curvature  ;  so  as  to  avert  any  second- 

ary implication  of  either  the  medulla  oblonga- 
ta, or  roots  of  the  phrenic  nerves. 

The  difficulty,  then,  of  restraining  these 
cases  of  spinal  curvature  led  to  the  employ- 

ment of  spinal  instruments,  on  the  principle 
of  relieving  the  vertebral  column  of  superin- 

cumbent weight,  while  freedom  was  allowed 
for  taking  sufficient  exercise  to  maintain  a 
certain  degree  of  vigor. 
What  can  the  surgeon  fairly  expect  from  the 

use  of  a  spinal  instrument  ?  Simply  support, 
and  a  correction  of  the  tendency  to  increased 
deformity.  As  a  gardener  supports  the  deli- 

cate stem  of  a  plant  by  a  firm  stake,  or  as  in 
young  fir  plantations  side  support  and  an  up- 

ward direction  and  shelter  are  ensured  by 
adjoining  stems,  so  the  surgeon  uses  a  spinal 
instrument  to  shelter,  support,  and  as  it  were 
coax  the  feeble  spine  into  its  healthy,  natural 

position. Let  me  now  express  my  strong  dissent  to 
the  too  universal  application  of  spinal  instru- 

ments. Surgeons  weekly  receive  applications 
for  spinal  instruments  where  no  spinal  disease 
exists,  and  where  the  appliance  (if  granted) 
would  but  tend  to  increase  the  deformity. 

Let  me  further  object  to  and  expose  a  ralher 
numerous  class  of  individuals,  who  foolishly 
believe  that  their  duty  to  their  deformed 
charge  has  been  performed  as  soon  as  the 
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victim  has  been  encased  in  a  spinal  instru- 
ment, and  thus  seek  to  shift  the  onus  of  treat- 
ment from  their  own  to  the  surgeon's 

■shoulders. 
Still  further,  objection  must  be  taken  to  the 

intrusive  desire  of  any  instrument-maker  to 
complicate  the  essential  simplicity  of  a  spinal 
instrument :  as  a  rule,  the  more  movements, 

;  the  more  pay  tor  the  instrument-maker ;  but 
j  the  more  movements,  the  less  relief  for  the 
patient. 
Complicated  movements,  if  kept  in  action, 

must  guarantee  much  interference  ;  if  unused, 
such  movements  are  quite  unnecessary. 

Side  plates  are  certainly  advantageous,  if 
manual  support  to  the  projecting  ribs  and 

I  transverse  processes  gives  relief  to  the  pa- 
tient; and  of  all  elevating  principles  that  have 

been  applied  to  the  crutch  of  spinal  instru- 
ments there  is  none  so  easy  and  so  practical- 

ly useful  as  the  principle  used  by  Sayre  for 
extension  in  cases  of  morbus  coxse.  It  al- 

lows elevation  or  depression  to  be  performed 
easily,  safely  and  advantageously,  eithtr  by 
the  surgeon  or  patient ;  many  a  sore  axilla 
will  be  saved,  and  much  more  support  (con- 

secutive on  the  growth  or  improved  condition 
of  the  vertebral  column)  will  be  gained  by  the 
further  use  of  his  elegant  mechanism.  Many 
of  the  spinal  instruments  for  the  Surgical  Aid 
Society  of  London  are  now  being  manufactur- 

ed by  Mr.  Lindsey  after  his  plan. 
The  natui  al  cure  of  these  deformities  con- 

j  sists  in  bony  anchylosis  of  the  bodies  of  the 
j  vertebrae ;  and  the  frequency  of  bony  nodules 
being  found  on  bodies  of  the  vertebra)  demon- 

strates how  ready  nature  is  to  throw  out  sup- 
port for  a  feeble  spine  :  yet  even  in  old  per- 

manent fixtures  of  angular  curvature  of  the 
spine  you  may  still  see  movements  on  the  in- 

strument worn  ;  i.  e.,  the  officious  surgeon  en- 
deavoring to  undo  what  nature  has  wisely 

done.  Let  me  once  more  insist,  therefore, 
on  the  strict  simplicity  of  a  spinal  instrument, 
as  an  agent  of  support  as  opposed  to  coer- 
cion. 
To  summarize  thia  sketch.  Grant  atten- 

tention  to  the  sterling  value  of  an  early  cor- 
rect diagnofeis  ;  good  general  treatment  ;  the 

importance  of  rest ;  the  recumbent  posture  ; 
and  mechanism  only  as  supportive  agents. 

1.  For  recent  cases  with  advancing  deform- 
ity, general  treatment,  rest,  recumbent  pos- 

ture :  as  nature  regains  strength,  and  the 
:  bony  deposit  is  being  organized,  mechanical 
support,  and  the  sparing  adjustments  of  spi- 

nal movements. 

2.  In  chronic  cases  with  stationary  deform- 
ity, general  treatment  and  mechanical  sup- 

port. 
3.  In  hysterical  cases,  chloroform  must  be 

administered ;  moral  control  and  physical 
exercise  employed  ;  and  a  full  exposure  giyen 
to  any  smack  of  deception. 

4.  In  weakly  constitutions  with  slight  de- 

f  ormity,  tonic-treatment,  sea-side  baths,  and 
correction  of  faulty  tendencies. 

On  Dyspepsia  of  Liquids. 
Dr.  Thorowgood  records,  in  the  Lancet, 

several  cases  which  he  considers  to  be  good 
illustrations  of  that  indigestion  of  liquids 
which  has  been  carefully  described  by  Chomel 
in  his  work  on  dyspepsia.  The  affection,  in 
its  fully  developed  form,  he  does  not  believe 
is  common  in  this  country,  though  he  has  met 
with  several  cases  in  the  course  of  the  last 
few  years.   The  following  is  one  of  them  : 
James  M'C,  aged  30,  a  pale,  dark,  intelli- 

gent man  under  Dr.  Thorowgood's  care,  com- 
plaining generally  of  dyspeptic  symptoms,  and 

especially  of  the  great  uneasiness  caused  by 
the  presence  of  any  amount  of  liquid  in  the 
stomach.  Liquids  in  the  slightest  degree  acid 
were  most  distressing  to  him,  and  at  times  he 
had  attacks  of  sour  pyrosis.  He  complained 
much  of  dryness  of  mouth,  with  dry  skin  and 
costive  bowels,  urine  loaded  with  lithates, 
but  free  from  traces  alike  of  sugar  or  albumen. 
No  loss  of  flesh  ;  pulse  slow  and  soft;  nothing 
irregular  to  be  found  in  heart  or  lungs ;  no 
sort  of  tumor  or  thickening  about  pylorus,  but 
on  gently  vibrating  the  stomach,  fluid  was 
heard  splashing  about  in  it,  and  this  sound 
could  be  always  produced  irrespectively  of 
any  liquid  having  been  recently  ingested. 
The  stomach  was  much  distended.  The  early 
treatment  of  this  case  consisted  in  the  use  of 
alkalies,with  bismuth  and  various  bitters,  but 
no  improvement  resulted :  the  only  note- 

worthy feature  was  the  effect  of  a  pill  of  ex- 
tract of  opium  at  night,  which  regulated  the 

action  of  the  bowels  so  completely  that  the 
patient  asked  for  the  pills  as  aperient  pills. 
It  was  afterward  agreed  that  the  patient 
should  drink  as  little  as  possible,  and  take  no 
other  medicine  than  a  powder  of  rhubarb  and 
magnesia  every  morning.  From  this  time  he 
steadily  improved,  and  after  about  two  months' treatment  he  appeared  to  be  cured,  and  was, 
six  months  afterward,  still  in  good  health. 
Dr.  Thorowgood  considers  the  dry  plan  of 
diet  the  only  one  likely  to  be  followed 
by  any  amelioration  of  the  symptoms;  and 
until  this  is  tried,  no  medicine  will  prove  of 
any  service.  At  ti  ues  fits  of  faintness,  with 
irregular  action  of  the  heart,  are  prominent 
symptoms  in  these  cases  of  dyspepsia  of 
liquids,  the  cause  being  due  to  the  distended 
state  of  the  stomach.  The  patient  must  bear 
a  certain  amount  of  thirst  as  well  as  he  can, 
and  take  but  sm&U  quantities  of  liquids  at  a 
time,  and  not  drink  for  an  hour  or  more  after 
he  has  taken  his  meal  of  solid  food.  Weak 
whisky  and  water,  sherry  wine,  and  toast  and 
water,  are  amongst  the  least  objectionable 
drinks;  and  sometimes  a  small  cup  of  good 
beef-tea,  free  from  any  farinaceous  admixture, 
will  suit  well.  One  of  his  patients  found  a 
Wine-glass  of  good  stout  to  agree  well  and 
relieve  his  thirst. 
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BOOK  NOTICES. 

A  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Bones.  By 

Thomas  M.  Maekoe,  M.  D.,  etc.  23".  York, 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1872.  1  vol.  cloth, 

pp.416. 
Probably  no  one  in  this  country  has  given 

closer  attention  to  the  diseases  of  bones  than 
Prof.  Markoe,  and  the  results  of  a  score  of  year 
of  wide  observation  carefully  recorded  are  em- 

braced in  the  volume  before  us.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  it  is  most  instructive,  we  may 

say  almost  indispensable  to  whosoever  would 
be  a  finished  surgeon.  The  subject  is  divided 
into  three  main  divisions,  one  on  diseases  of 
bone  proper,  the  second  on  tumors  of  bone,  the 
bird  on  malignant  diseases,  of  bone.  In  the  nrst 
mentioned  are  embraced  hypertrophy ,atrophy, 
inflammation  and  its  consequences,  mollities, 
fragilitas,  rickets,  caries,  necrosis. 
Many  of  the  cases  recorded  are  drawn  from 

the  records  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York, 
to  which  the  author  has  long  been  attending 
surgeon,  and  have  therefore  the  additional 
merit  of  originality.  Other  sources  of  infor- 

mation have,  however,  not  been  neglected, 
and  the  author  acknowledges  his  indebtedness 
to  the  medical  periodical  literature  of  the 
country  for  much  valuable  material.  Seme 
diseases,  such  as  rickets,  are  necessarily  de- 

scribed chiefly  from  printed  sources,  but  these 
lesions  are  those  which  rarely  occur  in  this 
ountry. 
A  number  of  the  wood  cuts  with  which  the 

work  is  illustrated  are  original,  from  photo- 
graphs of  specimens  in  the  cabinet  of  the  New 

York  Hospital;  others  are  from  recent  surgical 
works. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  "Women. 
By  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  Bart.,  M.  D. 
D.  C.  L.,  etc.  Edited  by  Alexander  R 
Simpson,  M.  D.  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  N. 

Y.,  1  vol.  cloth,  pp.  789.   Price  $5. 
This  forms  the  third  volume  in  the  collected 

works  of  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  and  being  in- 
dependent of  those  which  have  preceded  it, 

complete  in  itself,  and  more  directly  practical, 
will  probably  be  interesting  to  a  wider  circle; 

of  readers.  Many  of  the  lectures  it  contains 
were  published  in  periodicals  some  ten  or  a 
dozen  years  ago,  but  others  now  appear  for 
the  first  time.  They  are  not  arranged  in  a 
systematic  order,  but  cover  most  of  the  ground 
embraced  in  regular  treatises  on  diseases  of 
females.  The  following  maladies  form  each 
the  subject  of  one  or  more  lecture  :  Vesico- 

vaginal fistula,  pelvic  cellulitis,  pelvic  peri- 
tonitis, pelvic  hematocele,  cancer  of  the  uterus, 

coccygodynia,  dysmenorrhea,  vulvitis,  surgical 
fever,  phlegmasia  dolens,  spurious  pregnancy, 
ovarian  dropsy,  ovariotomy,  cranioclasm, 
puerperal  mania,  sub-involution  of  the  uterus, 
amenorrhea,  rupture  of  the  perineum,  fibroid 
tumors  of  the  uterus,  polypi  of  the  uterus,  leu- 
corrhea,  chronic  metritis,  prolapsus,  retrover- 

sion, and  many  less  important  affections  we 
have  not  named.  Thus,  it  will  be  evident,  the 

author  goes  pretty  well  over  the  whole  terri- 
tory of  gynaecology,  and  in  that  relation  we 

may  paraphrase  about  Prof.  Simpson,  Dr. 
Johnson's  epitaph  of  Goldsmith,  and  say 
that  in  this  branch  he  wrote  of  nothing  that 
he  did  not  throw  a  new  and  vivid  light  upon. 
To  be  sure,  in  the  rapid  march  of  that  depart- 

ment of  medicine  the  views  of  ten  years  ago 
are  already  left  a  good  way  behind,  but  every 
reader  will  find  in  this  volume  rules  of  prac- 

tice and  methods  of  investigation  which  time 
cannot  render  obsolete,  and  which  mark  the 
master-mind. 

The  illustrations  are  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  in  member,  and  the  general  appearance 
of  the  volume  is  attractive. 

Opium  Eating. 
The  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  order  to 

check  the  practice  of  opium  eating,  which  is 
greatly  on  the  increase,  has  just  passed  a  bill 
that  on  the  affidavit  of  two  respectable  citi- 

zens, any  person  who,  through  the  excessive 
use  of  opium,  arsenic,  hasheesh,  or  any  drug, 
has  become  incompetent  to  manage  himself 
or  his  estate,  may  be  confined  in  any  asylum 
and  placed  under  guardianship,  as  in  the  case 
of  habitual  drunkards  or  lunatics. 

Cotton  Seed  Oil. 
There  are  at  present  upward  of  twenty 

mills  in  this  country  exclusively  operated  in 
the  manufacture  of  oil  from  cotton  seed,  and 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons  of 
seed  are  used  annually.  The  oil-cake  is  sent 
largely  to  England,  where  it  is  used  as  food  for 
cattle.  The  oil  goes  mostly  to  Bordeaux, 
Barcelona  and  other  olive-growing  sections  of 
Europe,  from  whence,  after  "  doctoring,"  it 
comes  back  as  "  pure  olive  oil." 
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•^"Medical  Society  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes  and 
Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Correspondence 
[News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  interest,  are  respect- fully solicited. 

Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  asre- 
'quire  original  experimental  research,  analysis,  or  obser- 

vation, will  be  liberally  paid  for. 
J  ay  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical, 
brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  carefully 
prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision.  ' 
;  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us  copies 
tof  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medical  Society 
[  meetings,  or  other  items  of  special  medical  interest. 

"We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  of  coun- 
try practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a  fun<  ot  infor- 

'  mation  that  rightfully  belongs  to  the  profession. 
J    The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  responsibility 
,  for  statements  made  over  the  names  of  correspondents. 

THE  AMERICAN"  MEDICAL  ASSOCIA- TION. 

The  meeting  of  this  body,  whose  proceedings 
we  have  laid  before  our  readers,  was  charac 

tenzed  by  greater  harmony,  by  a  steadier  de- 

'  votion  to  the  objects  of  its  formation,  and  by 
an  avoidance  of  useless  discussions,  which 

8  must  gratify  all  friends  of  science.    The  stric 
«  tures  which  have  been  justly  made  upon  the 

tone  aad  temper  of  the  last  few  meetings 

°  would  not  apply  to  this  one.   As  we  remark- 
ed last  year  and  year  before,  the  Association 

had  become  too  neglectful  of  science,  and  too 

(  much  interested  in  personal  and  partisan 

«  squabbles.   Fortunately  those  issues  in  the 

1  present  instance  were  laid  aside,  or  nearly  so, 
a  and  the  general  interests  of  the  profession 

j  and  the  advancement  of  medical  science  came 
]  forward  to  resume  their  proper  place  before 

}  the  assembled  members. 
We  heartily  wish  this  may  be  the  case  at 

the  next  and  all  subsequent  meetings.  The 

\  exhibition  of  medical  books  and  surgical  ap- 
j  pliances  doubtless  aided  to  this  end.  It  was 

I  hampered  indeed  by  some  useless  and  facti- 
i  tious  restrictions,  but  as  an  inception  of  an 

I  excellent  design,  it  succeeded  well.  The  prac- 
1  tical  illustrations  of  spectral  analysis,  and 

other  scientific  demonstrations,  were  also 

very  successful.  Of  the  "  hospitalities," 
which  seem  to  be  considered  indispensable  to 
such  occasions,  and  which  were  not  wanting 

here,  we  leave  those  to  speak  who  attach  im- 

portance to  them. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

"Wells^  Testimonial  Fund. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  late  Sir  James 
Y.  Simpson  a  Wells'  Testimonial  Fund  is 
now  in  progress  in  England,  with  the  idea  of 
making  some  provision  for  the  family  of 
the  man  who  first  practically  applied  the 

principle  of  anaesthesia  for  surgical  pur- 
poses. That  man  was  certainly  a  bene- 

factor of  his  race,  and  his  services  should  re- 
ceive public  acknowledgment. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  that  a  Wells'  Testi- 
monial Fund  is  being  started  in  this  country, 

and  trust  that  it  will  receive  general  encour- 
agement. Some  of  the  best  men  in  the  pro- 

fession are  giving  it  their  influence,  as  will  be 
seen  as  soon  as  the  circulars  are  prepared. 

French  Medical  Temperance  Society. 

M.  Dumas  has  recently  directed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris  to  a 

newly  formed  association  against  the  abuse  of 
alcoholic  liquors.  The  object  of  the  society  is 
to  combat  the  rapidly  increasing  abuse  of 
strong  drink,  and  to  encourage  the  formation 
of  local  societies  in  the  provinces  which  shall 
have  the  same  object.  The  society  will  em- 

ploy every  means  to  attain  this  end  that  oc- 
casion may  afford ;  and  in  particular  it  pro- 
poses to  institute  conferences  on  the  daugers 

of  intemperance  ;  to  encourage  publications 
of  various  kinds  (pamphlets,  manuals,  alman- 

acs, etc.,)  conceived  in  the  same  spirit ;  to 

encourage,  especially  by  me.ins  of  co-opera- 
tive asociations,  the  use  of  coffee,  natural 

wines,  cider  and  beer,  as  the  usual  beverages 
of  the  people ;  to  endeavor  to  obtain  an 
increase  of  the  duties  on  alcoholic  liquors,  and 

as  far  as  possible  an  alleviation  of  the  taxes 
on  the  other  beverages  ;  to  call  for  legislative 
measures  against  public  drunkenness,  and  for 
a  stricter  control  for  the  sale  of  spirits.  The 

promoters  of  the  movement  furnish  statistics 
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they  are  to  deal.  Since  1820  the  consump- 

tion of  alcohol  has  been  trebled.  In  1850 
nine-tenths  of  the  alcohol  manufactured  in 
Prance  was  derived  from  distillation  of  the 
vineyard  produce ;  while  in  1869  not  more 
than  three-tenths  of  a  greatly  increased  total 
quantity  was  derived  from  that  source,  the 
larger  portion  being  procured  from  the  distil- 

lation of  beet  root,  molasses  and  cereals. 
Further,  the  price  of  alcohol  has  fallen  to  one- 
fourth  of  its  price  in  1850  ;  and  the  number 
of  places  of  sale  has  increased  in  an  inverse 
ratio.  The  disastrous  consequences  of  the 
abuse  of  alcohol  are  represented.  The  danger 
to  life  in  cases  of  habitual  drunkards  who  have 
become  the  subjects  of  surgical  injuries  or  of 
internal  maladies  is  greatly  increased.  The 
number  of  accidental  deaths,  suicides,  and 
outrages  distinctly  traceable  to  drunkenness, 
is  about  three  times  as  great  as  it  was  thirty 
years  ago.  Lastly,  it  is  stated  that  the  increas- 

ed use  of  alcohol  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with 
an  enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  luna- 

tics ;  and  this  increase  is  especially  marked  in 
those  departments  where  the  alcohol  is  de- 

rived chiefly  from  beet  root  and  grain.  The 
president  of  the  association  is  M.  Barth, 
president  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine;  and  the 
committee  of  organization  is  composed  of 
men  distinguished  in  the  Parisian  medical 
world. 

Guarana— A  Bemedy  for  Sick-Headache- 
Dr.  Samuel  Wilks,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Physician 

to  Guy's  Hospital,  says  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal: 

I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  profes- 
sion to  guarana  as  a  remedy  for  sick-headache 

and  at  the  same  time  to  ask  for  the  experience  ? 
of  those  who  may  already  have  some  acquaint- 

ance with  the  drug.  My  own  knowledge  of  it 
dates  about  two  years  back,  when,  after  the 
appearance  of  a  lecture  of  mine  upon  sick- 
headache,  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Helm- 
Cken,  of  British  Columbia,  inclosing  two 
powders  which  he  recommended  to  me  with 
much  confidence  as  able  to  cure  the  complaint. 
He  said  that,  having  heard  much  of  the 

remedy,  "  I  resolved  to  try  the  medicine  upon 
one  of  my  patients  who  was  always  coming  to 
mo  with  sick-headache ;  and  sure  enough  it 
acted  like  a  charm  ;  and  in  place  of  suffering 
for  twenty  hours  or  so,  the  headache  had  dis- 

appeared in  a  couple.  This  accords  with  what 
others  have  told  me."  Upon  my  first  head- 

ache after  the  receipt  of  J^r.  Helmcken's 
letter,  I  took  the  powder,  but  with  only  doubt- 

ful effect.  I  therefore  did  no  more  than  casually 
mention  the  medicine  to  my  friends,  but  did 
not  recommend  it.  A  few  weeks  ago,  after 
the  appearance  of  a  second  communicat  on  of 
mine  in  the  Journal  upon  the  same  complaint, 
I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Wood,  of  Mon- 

treal, in  which  he  alsorecommended  ilguarana" 
as  a  remedy  for  headache,  and  gave  a  history 
of  his  own  personal  sufferings  and  the  relief 
which  he  had  obtained.  He  says :  "  By  taking 
one  of  these  powders  and  remaining  quiet 
when  I  have  felt  premonitory  sjmp  oms  by  a 
beginning  of  pain  always  in  the  right  temple 
(headache  on  the  other  side,  or  in  any  other 
part  of  the  head,  I  never  mind),  I  have  carried 
off  the  attack;  and,  with  the  first  box,  ab- 

solutely put  it  off  for  two  months— something 
which  had  never  occurred  in  my  life  before.'7 
Upon  so  good  an  authority,  I  determined  to 
try  the  remedy  in  a  more  systematic  manner, 
and  requested  my  neighbor,  Mr.  Hooper,  the 
chemist,  to  procure  me  a  packet  of  the 
powders.  These  I  have  recommended  to 
several  patients  and  friends ;  and  the  result  is 
so  encouraging,  that  I  have  hastened  to 
suggest  their  trial  to  my  professional  brethren. 
One  lady  speaks  most  enthusiastically  of  their 
power,  as  she  has  now,  on  two  separate  occa 
sions,  had  her  headache  arrested  by  their  use. 
The  drug  has  long  been  known,  for  mention 
is  made  of  it  in  English  acd  Fre  nch  pharma- 

cologies, but  appears  never  to  have  come  into 
general  use.  It  consists  of  the  seeds  of  a  tree 
growing  in  Brazil  called  Paullinia  scrbilis ; 
and  these,  according  to  Johnstone,  in  his 
Chemistry  of  Common  Life,  are  used  as  we  do 
cocoa.  The  seeds  are  ground  into  powder, 
and  contain  an  alkaloid  which  is  said  to  be 
identical  with  that  found  in  tea  and  coffee. 
The  medicine  is  manufactured  by  Grimault 
and  Co.,  No.  7,  Rue  de  la  Feuillade,  Paris. 

[  We  have  used  guarana  in  a  few  cases  with- 
out any  obvious  benefit ;  but  our  experience 

with  it  is  too  limited  to  be  of  much  value. — 
Eds.  Reporter.] 

ISTorth- Western  Ohio  Medical  Association. 
The  next  regular  meeting  of  this  associa- 

tion will  be  held  in  Findley,  Thursday,  Jane 
6,  1872.  Physicians  throughout  the  North- 

west are  invited  to  be  present. 
S.  A.  Baxter,  Sec'y. 
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DOMESTIC. 

Spotted  Fever  and  Its  Treatment. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
Haviug  just  about  passed  through  an  epi- 

demic of  "  spotted  fever  "  or  cerebro-spinal 
me  ir.gitis  as  some  writers  prefer  naming  it, 
I  am  induced  to  present  to  the  medical  pro- 

fession, for  their  acceptance  or  rejection,  my 
views  on  this  peculiar  affection.  Although 

1  the  views  which  I  hold  respecting  it  did  not 
;  originate  with  me,  yet  I  acquiesce  in  them  and 
propose  to  maintain  them  until  future  obser- 

vations prove  them  to  be  incorrect.    I  assert 
1  that  the  disease  is  not  an  inflammation  of  the 
'  meninges  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  and 
■  that  "brain  fever,"  "spotted  fever"  and  cere- 
I  bro-spinal  meningitis,  are  misnomers,  and  do not  indicate  the  character  of  the  disease  with 

proper  clearness.    Epidemic  rheumatic  fever, 
or  cerebro-spiual  rheumato*is  will  answer. 

That  it  is  a  rheumatic  affection  is  made 
manifest  from  the  following  symptoms :  twelve 
hours  preceding  the  attack,  when  physicians 
are  called,  the  patient  complains  of  flashes  of 
heat,  with  slight  chilliness,  and  a  sense  of 
"leg  weariness,"  or  sharp  pains  darting 
through  the  extremities  ;  he  retires,  and  be- 

tween the  hour  of  midnight  and  feur  in  the 
morning,  he  is  aroused  from  asleep  which  has 
been  disturbed  by  frightful  dreams,  by  a  chill 
which  lasts  from  twenty  minutes  to  one  or 
two  hours,  succeeded  by  great  febrile  excite- 

ment, accompanied  with  severe  lancinating 
pains  within  the  cranium,  extending  down  the 
back  and  in  the  limbs.  The  countenance 
often  flushed  expresses  surprise  or  wildness 
and  terror.  The  eyes  are  rolled  upward  and 
inward,  with  half  closed  lids,  the  pupils  are  of 
a  vibratory  character,  dilating  and  contracting 
at  almost  every  respiration,  which  peculiarity 
is  maintained  until  the  brain  is  freed  from  all 
of  the  "  materies  morbi." 
The  above  enumerated  symptoms  do  not 

correspond  with  those  attendant  upon  con- 
gestion or  inflammation  of  the  brain,  but 

point  directly  to  a  neuralgic  or  rheumatic  dis- 
order. There  is  great  restlessness,  moaning 

or  uttering  plaintive  cries.  The  pulse  is  soft, 
slightly  increased  in  frequency,  and  decidedly 
irregular,  losing  one  beat  in  nine  or  ten. 
The  breathing  is  irregular,  and  is  not  con- 

trolled by  the  action  of  the  heart ;  the  pulse 
has  been  as  high  as  140  and  respirations  nine, 
within  a  minute.  This  is  never  present  in  in- 

flammation of  the  brain  proper,  or  at  least  I 
have  never  observed  it.  The  speech  is  thick, 
and  articulation  very  imperfect.  Constipation 
is  present,  and  obstinate,  but  much  easier  ef- 

fected by  purgatives  than  in  cases  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain.  The  tongue  is  generally 

coated  with  a  white  granular  fur,  which 

changes  first  to  a  brown  and  then  to  a  black 
which  peels  off  in  flakes  or  rolls  of  the  thick- 
i  ess  of  brown  paper,  after  wh'ch  it  is  liable to  so  through  the  same  changes  again.  The 
lips  and  gums  uyq  effected  in  the  same  man- 

ner, with  collection  of  sordes  on  the  teeth. 
There  is  general  so  eness  of  the  whole  body 
— hyperesthesia— which  continues  fmm  the 
commencement  of  the  attack  until  convales- 

cence is  fully  established. 
Sudden  cnanges  in  the  weather  very  ma- 

terially affect  the  condition  of  the  patient ; 
after  a  change  from  a  warm  to  a  cold,  damp 
atmosphere,  all  the  symptoms  are  worse,  and 
from  a  cold  to  a  warm  period,  the  symptoms 
are  improved.  Not  one  rase  has  occurred  in 
this  place,  but  what  has  been  preceded  from 
twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hou-s  by  a  sudden 
change  in  the  weather.  Physicians  of  good 
repute  in  this  county,  have  treated  cases  for 
two  and  three  weeks  for  inflammatory  rheu- 

matism of  the  lower  extremities  and  on  their 
return  visit,  after  a  sudden  change  in  the 
weather,  have  found  their  patients  laboring 
under  an  attack  of  "  cerebro-spinal  meningi- 

tis "  so-called,  and  h  we  been  more  firmly  con- 
vinced than  ever,  that  all  diseases  are  very 

liable  to  partake  of  the  epidemic  influence, 
not  supposing  that  it  was  the  same  thing, 
only,  that  it  had  changed  its  base  of  opera- 
tions. 

Death  may  taVe  place  in  from  twelve  to 
seventy-two  hours  from  compression  of  the 
brain,  which  is  produced  by  a  thickening  of 

the  membruiies  and  a  deposition  of  efl'ased fluid  between  the  pia-mater  and  arachnoid  ; 
the  usual  symptoms  indicative  of  this  condition 
being  exhibited  by  the  patients,  a  thickening 
of  the  membranes  of  the  spinal  cord  would  pro- 

duce paralysis  below  the  compressed  portion, 
which  has  been  noticed  in  a  number  of  in- 

stances. That  rheumatism  will  produce  this 
condition  of  things,  I  think  there  are  none 
who  will  deny,  and  as  it  is  plausible  and 
reasonable  to  suppose  from  the  evidences  that 
I  have  seen,  and  from  the  testimony  of  other 
physicians,  I  am  convinced  that  cerebro- 

spinal meniugitis,  sh  uld  be  known  as  cere- 
bro-spinal rheumatosis. 

The  treatment  should  be  prompt  and  active 
during  the  first  three  days.  When  coma  is  im- 

pending topical  depletion  should  be  resorted 
to  by  cups  applied  to  the  temples,  back  of  the 
neck,  and  down  the  spine,  followed  by  hot  fo- 

mentations, which  will  afford  great  relief. 
The  application  of  ice  to  the  head  and  spine 
is  positively  injurious.  The  patient  should 
be  brought  under  the  influence  of  calomel  as 
speedily  as  possible  with  free  purgation.  Do- 

ver's powder,  with  the  addition  of  morphine,  if 
necessary,  to  relieve  the  acute  pain  and  pro- 

cure rest.  Quinine  in  large  doses  from  the  com- 
menctment  should  be  exhibited  and  steadily 
pursued.  Diuretics,  as  acetate  ot  potassa, 
sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  or  neutral  mixture 
should  be  given  at  intervals.  After  the  relief 
of  the  brain  symptoms,  it  should  be  treated  as 
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any  ordinary  case  of  sub-acute  rheumatism,  I 
use  the  following  mixtures: 

Tinct.  prickly  ash,  tinct.  cimicifuga  rac. 
Tiuct.  g.  guaiacum  aa.,  5ij. 
Tinct.  colchicum  rad.,  %). 
Acetate  of  potassa,  gij. 
Syr.  simplex 
Spts.  vin.  gallici.  ^ij.  M. 

Sig. — A  desertspoonful  every  four  hours. 

gr.xl. 

3<i- 

R.    Quin,  sulph., 
Tinct.  ferri.  chlor. 
Syr.  simplex. 
Aquse  menth.  pip.,  aa.,  M. 

Sig. — A    desertspoouful  three  times  a  day,  with 
Dover's  powders  at  night  if  necessary. 

I  have  had  under  my  care  thirty-two  cases 
of  this  disease ;  three  proved  fatal  within 
forty-eio;ht  hours — ali  of  the  remainder  have 
recovered ;  the  treatment  has  not  been 
materially  different  from  what  has  been  just 
stated. 

J.  Maclay  Armstrong,  M.  D. 
Hdwardsville,  III.,  April  20, 1872. 

Testimonial  to  Horace  Wells. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

The  right  po  ition  taken  by  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter  several  years  ago, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  history  of  the  origina- 

tion of  surgical  anaesthesia,  leads  me  to  be- 
lieve that  you  will  admit  a  few  words,  which 

ought  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of  being 
said  in  the  late  convention  of  the  American 

Medical  Association.  "Hasty  legislation"  it 
undoubtedly  is,  whenever  an  important  mo- 

tion is  laid  on  the  table  without  a  moment 
being  left  for  the  mover  to  explain  its  reasons 
and  objects.  Such  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 

rangements as  "  cordially  approved"  this  ac- 
tion, forgot  for  the  moment  not  only  courtesy, 

but  justice  ;  a  forgetfulness  somewhat  more 
tolerable,  of  course,  in  Dr.  Bowditch,  of 
Boston,  who  may  be  supposed  to  hold  loyalty 
to  the  claim  of  Morton  to  be  a  sort  of  duty. 
Now  the  facts  are  simply  these  :  A  connec- 

tion of  Horace  Wells,  with  a  natural  and 
generous  concern  for  his  impoverished  family, 
handsel  a  resolution  to  a  member  of  the  asso- 

ciation, requesting  that  it  should  be  offered. 
It  reaffirmed  the  declaration  of  the  associa- 

tion previously  made,  that  Horace  Wells 
was  the  original  discoverer  of  anaesthesia ; 
and  proposed  that  the  association  acknowl- 

edge the  suggestion  of  the  late  8ir  James  Y. 
Simpson,  that  a  testimonial  fund  be  made  up 
in  England  in  his  honor,  and  that  encourage- 

ment should  be  given  to  a  movement  (misread 
by  the  secretary,  monument)  of  the  same  kind 
in  this  country. 

It  ought  to  have  been  easily  understood, 
that  such  a  testimonial  does  not  need  to  dis- 

turb whatever  honor  any  one  may  wish  to 
give  to  the  real  merits  of  Morton  in  connec- 

tion with  anaesthesia.  All  may  admit  that, 
after  Wells'  first  intuition  of  genius  had  led 

him  to  experiment  with  nitrous  oxide,  acci- 
dent interrupted  his  success  with  it ;  that 

Morton's  perseverance  led  him  to  succeed 
with  ether,  and  that  his  energetic  aggressive- 

ness promulgated  anaesthesia  to  the  world. 
Wells'  share  was  priority  of  invention ; 
Morton's,  practical  and  successful  applica- 

tion. All  that  has  been  proved  long  ago,  as 
fully  as  anything  in  history  can  be  proven. 
And  it  ought  to  be  allowed  now  to  enhance 

the  merit  of  Well's  discovery,  that  others 
have  been,  since,  more  fortunate  than  him- 

self with  nitrous  oxide  ;  so  that  it  now  occu- 
pies a  very  large  and  important  place  in  the 

usefulness  of  anaesthetics.  When,  then,  a 
proposal  was  made,  on  the  basis  of  the  asso- 

ciation's right  declaration  of  two  years  ago, 
to  encourage  an  etfort  for  the  aid  of  Horace 
Wells'  family,  in  recognition  ofhis  part  in' 
the  history  of  anaesthesia,  it  ought  to  have 
been  respectfully  received,  and  passed;  not- 

withstanding the  jealous  impatience  of  the 
much  respected  delegate  from  Boston. 

Henry  Hartshorne,  M.  D. 

Corrigenda. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 

In  my  article  on  measles  there  are  several 
errors  and  inaccuracies  chargeable  to  my  own 
too  careless  way  of  writing,  and  a  few  charge- 

able on  the  printer.  In  one  place  he  uses  the 
word  discord  instead  of  disease,  and  in  the  last 
paragraph,  after  the  word3  u  I  have  explored 
but  a  small  part,"  he  has  omitted  a  whole 
line.  The  sentence  should  read  : k'  I  have  ex- 

plored but  a  small  part  of  the  vast  field  of 
medieine;  "  thea  the  remainder  of  the  para- 

graph will  have  its  proper  significance.  If 
you  will  please  make  the  correction  in  the 
coming  number  of  the  Reporter,  you  will 
truly  oblige  me.  Hiram  Corson, M.  D. 

Maple  Hill,  May  15, 1872. 

Vaccination. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg  Reporter 

The  reports  of  private  individuals  and 
papers  concerning  the  small-pox  with  all  its 
fatality  in  Philadelphia,  has  suggested  the 
question,  whether  vaccination  has  lost  its  effi- 

cacy, or  whether  it  has  been  neglected.  I 
have  a  paper  also  from  a  private  individual, 
saying  he  has  carefully  looked  "since  the 
small-pox  has  been  so  virulent  in  Chicago, 
but  has  failed  to  find  out  in  a  single  instance 
where  such  fact  has  been  demonstrated,  as  that 
vaccination  is  a  preventive  of  small-pox." The  article,  however  unreasonable,  may  do 
mischief,  and  perhaps  for  that  reason  alone 
deserves  a  review  which  I  have  begun  ;  bus  as 
I  have  had  no  case  of  the  disease  during  this 
epidemic,  and  know  not  what  peculiar  char- 
teristics  may  mark  it,  will  you  be  troubled  by 
me  sufficiently  to  give  me  through  a  number 
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of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 
any  information  necessary — whether  any 
vaccinated  persons  have  died  ;  how  often  and 
how  many  times  they  were  vaccinated  ;  how 
lately  and  at  what  ages  they  were  vaccinated  ? 
My  practice  while  in  Baltimore  a  number  of 
years  ago,  brought  me  into  contact  with 
small-pox,  and  acting  as  vaccinating  physician 
for  three  years  in  the  5th  and  8th  wards,  gave 
me  some  observation  which  I  thought  s  ttled 
my  opinions.  But  if  small-pox  must  prevail 
in  opposition  to  all  that  physidans  harmoniz- 

ing with  the  people  can  do,  it  is  directly 
contrary  to  all  that  I  had  taken  to  be  estab- 

lished theory. 
Respectfully, 

J.  A.  Baldwin,  M.  D. 
Beech  Pond,  Penna.,  May  2,  1872. 
[There  have  undoubtedly  been  a  limited— a 

very  limited — number  of  instances  reported  on 
good  authority  where  vaccination  and  re-vacci- 

nation, however  successfully  performed,  have 
not  proved  effective.  But  they  are  probably  not 
greater  in  number  than  instances  of  persons 
having  small-pox  twice.  The  protective  power 
of  the  operation  has  been  abundantly  and 
successfully  demonstrated  in  the  epidemic  in 
this  city.  Interested  persons  (as  we  showed 
recently)  have  circulated  groundless  reports 
to  the  contrary.  We  challenge  them  to  pro- 

duce details. — Eds.  Reporter  ] 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  twenty-third  annual  session  will  be  held 
in  Franklin,  Venango  county,  on  Wednesday, 
June  12,  at  11  A.  M. 
The  undersigned  regrets  to  announce  that 

the  Pennsylvania  Central  and  Philadelphia 
and  Erie  railroads  decline  to  allow  any  re- 

duction of  fare  for  this  meeting. 
Any  other  arrangements  will  be  announc- 
ed at  an  early  day. 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D., 
Permanent  Secretary,  Phila. 

 List  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Patents 
issued  from  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  to  United 
States  Inventors,  for  the  week  ending  May 
14,  1872,  and  each  bearing  that  date.  Fur- 

nished this  paper  by  Cox  &  Cox,  Solicitors  of 
Patents,  Washington,  D.  C  : 

Medical  Compound,  Josepn  Kornitzed,  New  York,  N.  Y* Vaginal  Syringe,  Alex.  M.  Dje,  Elkhart  City,  Ills. 
Base  for  Artificial  Teeth,  Francis  Hickman,  Reading, Pa. 

Association  of  Medical  Editors. 

Met  at  Horticultural  Hall,  Philadelphia, 
May  6,  1872.  Called  to  order  by  Dr.  B.  F. 
Dawso  ,  President.  Minutes  of  last  meeting 
read  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  secretary,  pro  iem. 

Present— N.  S.  Davis,  D.  W.  Tandell,  T. 
Parvin,B.  F.  Dawson,  A.  J.  Stone,  S.  W. 
Butler,  D.  G.  Brinton. 

Dr.  Stone  moved  that  Dr.  Storer  (former 
president),  be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  sec- 

retary, the  names  of  those  editors  who  author- 
ized him  to  report  them  to  the  society  as  mem- 

bers. 
The  committee  on  foreign  exchanges  re- 

quested to  be  discharged,  as  they  were  unable 
to  acco  •  plish  anything  practical. 

Dr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  association 
offer  prizes  for  scientific  essays,  to  be  contend- 

ed for  by  members  of  the  Association,  the  sub- 
ject to  be  decided  on  at  each  meeting  for  the 

ensuing  year.  Several  membirs  offered  to 
contribute  to  a  fund  for  the  purpose,  and  it 
was  voted  that  a  prize  of  $100  be  offered  this 
year.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Daw- 

son, Davis  and  Stone,  was  appointed  to  select 
a  subject  and  report  at  the  evening  session. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock  to  hear  the  address 
of  the  president,  in  Horticultural  Hall. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  address  was  delivered  at  8  o'clock  by  the 

president  upon  "  The  Origin  of  Medical  Sci- ence." He  traced  its  earliest  phases  from  the 
dawn  of  civilization  to  the  time  of  Hippo- 

crates, in  an  instructive  and  entertaining 
stvle.   It  will  be  published  hereafter. 
At  the  business  meeting  after  the  lecture, 

tbe  committee  on  prize  questions  reported  the 
following  resolution  which  was  adopted  : 

PRIZE  ESSAY. 

Resolved,  The  Association  of  American 
Medical  Editors,  offer  a  prize  of  $100,  ior  the 
best  essay  on  each  of  the  following  subjects,  the 
first  to  be  awarded  in  May,  1873,  and  the 

second  in  May,  1874.  Competition  to  be  re- stricted to  the  members  of  the  Association  : 

1st  Subject.  uTbe  Pathology  and  Treatment 
of  the  diseases  of  the  Ovaries." 

2d  Subject.  "At  what  stages  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  a  change  of  climate  desirable ; 

what  are  the  principles  which  should  govern 
us  in  choosing  the  kind  of  change  to  be  made  ; 
and  the  best  localities  in  North  America  to 

send  patients  of  this  class." 
N.  S.  Davis,  Secretary. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 

ensuing  year :  President,  Dr.  The 0.  D. 
Parvin;  Vice  President,  Dr.  A.  J.  Stone; 
Secretary,  Dr.  F.  H.  Davis. 

After  some  further  discussion  the  society 
then  adjourned. 

American  Medical  Association. 

The  official  minutes  of  tbe  late  session  in 
Philadelphia  are  now  in  press,  and  will  shortly 
be  issued  in  pamphlet  form.  Price  50  cents. 
W.  B.  Atkinson,  M.D.,  Permanent  Secretary, 
1400  Pine  St.,  Philadelphia. 
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Army  Surgeon  Transfers. 

The  following  changes  in  the  duties  and  sta- 
tions of  officers  of  tjbe  Medical  Department 

are  made  :  Surgeon  Josiah  Simpson,  from 
duty  at  Fort  Mellenry,  Maryland,  to  relieve 
Surgeon  J.  Simmons  as  attending  surgeon  aud 
examiner  of  recruits  at  Baltimore,  Md.  Sur- 

geon Simmons  is  ordered  as  Medical  Director 
of  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Surgeon 
Charles  Page  is  transferred  from  the  Depart 
ment  of  the.  East  to  the  Department  of  the 
Pialte,  to  take  effect  June  20.  Surgeon  Alex- 

ander B,  Has?on  is  transferred  from  the  De- 
partment of  the  South  to  the  Department  of 

the  East. 
The  following  changes  in  assistant  surgeons 

are  also  made  :  Samuf  l  M.  Horton,  Wiiliam 
E.  Whi  ehead,  and  William  E.  Buchanan, 
from  the.  De  partment  of  the  East  to  the  De- 

partment of  Texas.  Elliott  Coues  from  the 
Department  of  the  East  to  the  Department 
of  Dakota.  George  P.  Jaquett,  from  the  De- 

partment of  the  Lakes  to  the  Department  of 
the  Platte.  Harvey  E.  Brown,  from  the  De- 

partment of  the  Lakes  to  the  Department  of 
Dakata.  Samuel  S.  Jessop,  from  the  Depart- 

ment of  the  Lakes  to  the  Department  of  the 
Missouri.  John  H.  BarthofT,  from  the  De- 

partment of  the  South  to  the  Department  of 
the  Lakes.  Alrred  D.  Wilson,  from  the  De- 

partment of  the  Platte  to  the  Department  of 
the  East.  Leonard  X.  Loring,  from  the  De- 

partment or  the  M'j-souri  to  the  Department 
of  the  East  William  M.  Notson,  from  the 
Department  of  Texas  to  the  De;  artment  of 
the  Lakes.  Calvin  De  Witt,  from  the  De- 
par  ment  of  Arizona  to  the  Department  pf 
California.  Carlos  Carvallo,  from  the  De- 

partment of  Texas  ;o  do  duty  with  the  Sur- 
geon Genrral.  George  S.  Rose,  from  the  Dp- 

part  ment  of  California  to  the  Department  of 
Arizona. 

The  International  Ophthalmological  Con- 
gress to  he  held  this  year  in  London,  takes 

place  August  1st,  2nd  and  3d  ,  at  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  Pall  Mall 

Notices  of  papers  should  be  sent  to  the  Hon- 
orary Secretary,  Mr.  Wells,  14  Sanville  Row, 

London,  W.,  as  soon  as  possible. 

— Dr.  Horace  B.  Pike  has  been  appointed 
Health  Officer  lor  the  town  of  Yonkers. 

QUERIES  AND  REPLIES. 

Spontaneous  Orgasm. 
Subscriber.  Yoa  omit  to  state  in  the  case  mentioned 

some  important  particulars.  As  it  is,  we  suggest  digitalis 
in  full  dos  vs,  with  general  :onic  treatment  and  ?ea-bath- 
ing  in  s  me  quiet,  cool  resort,  where  she  could  have  ap- 

propriate medical  superintendence.  "We  can  give,  by  letter, 

if  desired,  Jhe  address  and    terms  of  such  a  resort. 
Thomas  on  Diseases  of  Women  we  regard  as  one  of  our 

best  authorities. 

Ethics. 
Dr  R.  "  If  it  in  keeping  with  medical  ethics  for  a  phy- 

sician to  practice  by  contract  ?  " Reply.  It  is  not  generally  considered  proper  to  do  so. 
Th*re  is,  we  believe,  a  difference  in  the  custom  o?  locali- 

ties in  this  respect;  but  -we  ourse'VrS  are  altogether  and 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  should  never  be  done,  as  it 
degrades  our  calling  and  injures  our  professional  brethren, 
Tiie  amount  of  ssrvices  required  can  never  be  predicted, 
and  we  should  always  be  paid  in  proportion  to  work  per- formed. 

Formula  310. 

Dr.  J.  S.  B.,  of  III.  "  Is  not  the  quantity  of  ether  in  For- 
mula 310,  in  Napbey's  Modern  Therapeutics  an  error  ?  In 

my  experience  of  over  twenty-five  years  I  have  rever  found 
a  cas*  which  would  warrant  the  exhibition  of  such  a  dose. 
That  quantity  might  be 'heroic,'  but  certainly  not  com 

mend  able." Reply.   The  Formula  is 
Be.   M  heris,  f.^ijss. 

Oiei  lnorrhuse,         fjjv.  M. 
Dessertspoonful  ter  die  before  meals. 
This  gives  about  two-thirds  of  a  drachm  of  ether  at  a 

dose,  which  does  not  seem  to  us  at  all  heroic,  as  we  have 
often  given  more  even  to  children.  In  soma  districts  of 
Ireland  the  peasantry  drit  k  ether  as  in  other  parts  they 
do  whisky,  in  as  large  quantities  and  without  worse  ef- fects. 

MARRIAGES. 

Brockwat— Plympton— At  Boston  Highlands,  Mass, 
Moy  20,  by  Kev  C  C  Everett,  of  Cambridge,  Dr  A  N  Brock- 
way,  of  New  York,  and  Mrs  Fanny  W  Plympton,  of  Ban- 

gor, Me. Clark— Niles— On  April  19,  at  Munich,  Bavaria,  by  tho 
Bev  t>  Arthur,  of  All  Saints,  Worcester,  T  Edwards  Clark, 
M  D,  and  Mary  E,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Bev  William W  Niles. 
Read— Roberts— On  Thursday,  May  16,  in  Alleghany 

City,  by  Rev  J  L  Bead,  James  S  Read,  M  D,  of  St  Louis, and  Miss  Emma  Roberts. 
Taylor— Oickky— April  18,  at  the  residence  of  the 

bride's  mother,  by  ihe  Re*  W  W  Woodetd  I>  D,  Dr  W S  Taylor  and  Mis*  Mattie  E  Dickey,  both  of  Saltsbu  g,  Pa. 
Wakeman— Murphy— On  Wednesday,  May  15,  by  Rev 

J  E  Piatt* r,  assisted  by  Rev  H  H  Neill,  at  Fir»t  Presby- terian Church.  Handy  Hill,  N  Y,  Pr  Harwocd  Wakeman, 
of  New  York,  and  -opbie  L,  eldtst  daughter  of  C  B  Mur- 

phy, Esq,  of  the  former  pla?e. Watson— FARR—'n  Littleton,  Vt,  April  17,  by  the  Pev 
C  E  Mil  liken,  Dr  I  A  Watson,  of  Grove  ton,  and  Miss  Phi- ltna  A  Farr,  of  Littleton. 

DEATHS. 

Achkson— In  Brooklyn,  May  18,  Louise  M,  daughter  of Dr  J  J  Atcheson. 
Benham— At  Meriden,  Conr>,  May  22,  1872,  Edwin  Cur- tis, infant  son  of  Dr  S  N  and  the  late  isellie  Rand  Ben- 

ham. 
Brown— On  Tuesday,  14th  inst,  in  New  York,  Edward 

Ingersoll,  youngest  child  of  Dr  W  K  and  Sarah  H  Brown, 
aged  fourteen  years. 
Frame— At  Flushing,  Long  Island,  18th  inst,  Sarah  J, 

wife  of  Joseph  L  Frame,  Jr,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Dr Peter  Van  Zandt. 
Hall— On  thr  23d  inst,  in  this  city,  Lewis  A  Hall,  M  D, 

aged  -  eventy-eight  years. 
Hubbard— At  Tottenville,  Staten  Island,  N  Y,  May  7 , 

Dr  E  W  Hubbard,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year. 



WILLIAM  ATJTENRIETH, 

NO.  71  WEST  SIXTH  STREET, 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO, 

MANUFACTURER  OF  AND  DEALER  IN 

SOBGICAL  AND  ORTHOPffiDICAL  INSTRUMENTS, 

Glnb-foot  Shoes,  Spinal  Apparatus,  etc. 
Keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  full  variety  of  Stomach 

Pumps,  etc.  Stockings  for  Varicose  "Veins.  Electric  Bat- teries of  all  Manufacturies. 

99-  Agent  for  Dr.  L.  A.  BABCOCK'S 
SILVER  UTERINE  SUPPORTER, 

OR.  AHL'S  POROUS  FELT  SPLINTS, ALSO, 

DAY'S  SPLINTS;! 
MOLES  WORTH  SYRINGES, 

AND 

S.  W.  ELLIOTT'S  SADDLE-BAGS. 
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Detroit  Medical  College. 
SESSION  OF  1872-73. 

FACULTY: 
EDW.  W.  JENKS,  M.  D.,  President,  Medical  and  Surgical 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Clinical  Gynecology. 
THEO.  A.  McGRAW,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  Principles  and 

Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 
GEO.  P.  ANDREWS,  M.  D.,   Principles  and  Practice  of 

Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 
C.  B.  GILBERT,  M.  D.,  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics, and  Clinical  Medicine. 
JAS.  F.  NOYES,  M.  D  ,  Ophthalmology  and  Aural  Surgery. 
N.  W.  WEBBER,  M.  D.,  General  and  Descriptive  Anatomy. 
RICHARD  INGLIS.  M.  D.,  Obstetrics. 
Hon.  HENRY  B.  BROWN,  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
ALBERT  B.  LYONS,  M  .  D..  Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 
WM.  H.  LATHROP,  M.  D.,  Diseases  of  Mind  and  Brain. 
LEARTUS  CONNOR,  M.  D.,  Physiology  and  Microscopical 

Anatomy. 
H.  O.  WALKER,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and Lecturer  on  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  preliminary  and  regular  sessions  of  this  Institute 
will  herealter  be  held  in  Autumn  and  Winter.  Prelimi- 

nary term,  will  begin  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September. 
Tne  regular  term  will  open  on  first  Wednesday  of  October ana  continue  five  months.   The  Fees  are  as  follows : 
Matriculation  fee,      -     -     -     -     -      -     -    $  5.00 
Hospital  fees,  6.00 
Lecture  fees  for  first  and  second  course  students,  50.00 

"      "    third  course  students,    -  25.00 Graduation  fee,      -  25.00 fl^Daily  Clinical  instruction. 
For  Catalogue,  or  further  information,  address, 

Dr.  THEODORE  McGRAW,  SECRBTARy, 
783-819  545  Jefferson  Avenue,  Detroit,  Mich. 

gNOWDEN  &  BROTHER, 
Late  Wieoand  &  Snowben, 

Established  821. 
MANUFACTURERS  AND  IMPORTERS  OF 

SURGICAL  AND  DENTAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
medical  saddle-bags, 

Trusses,  Druggists'  Sundries,  &c,  &c. 
No.  23  South  Eightn  Street, 
634  PHILADELPHIA. 

NO  W  READY. 

CONSUMPTION! 

Its  Pathology  and  Treatment, 
BY 

WILLIAM  MINOR  TCKjAN,  M.  D„ 

OF 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

12mo.,  90  pases— on  toned  paper,  neatly  bound.  Price, $1.00.   Sent  by  mail,  postage  paid. 
To  which  is  added  an  essay  on 

The  Medicinal  uses  of  Alcohol. 
The  basis  of  this  work  is  two  essays  read  before  the 

Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  which— that  on 
Consumption— was  published  in  the  Reporter  last  year, 
and  attracted  much  attention,  ̂ exhausting  the  edition  in 
which  it  was  published,  and  leading  to  many  inquiries  for 
it  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

S.  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D., 
115  South  Seventh  street,  Philadelphia. 

LONG  ISLAND  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL. 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y.— TERM  1872. FACULTY: 

Samuel  G.  Armor,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Principles  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Corydon  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Edw.  S.  Dunster,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 

Children. 
Geo.  W.  Plympton,  A.  M.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxi- cology. 

Alex.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  ot  Women,  and  Clinical  Obstetrics. 

Jarvis  S.  Wight,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Mat.  Medica  and  Thera- 

peutics. Alpheus  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 
Henry  S.  Chee  ver,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Physiology  and  Micro- 

scopic Anatomy. 
Geo.  K.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Adjunct  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
J.  S.  Prout,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 
Arthur  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the Ear. 
The  next  Annual  Session  will  commence  MARCH  5, 1872, 

and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  The  Reading  Term  will  com- mence OCTOBER  4, 1871,  and  continue  five  months. 
Fees  for  the  fall  course,  $100;  Matriculation,  $5 ;  Gradua- 
te o?.,  $25.  Clinical  instruction  is  given  daily.  Ample  provision 

for  Dissection.  For  Circulars,  apply  to 
760-811]  JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  M.  D.,  Registrar. 

NOW  BEADY. 

Cancer:  Its  Classification  and 

Treatment. 

By  J.  W.  BRIGHT,  M.  D., 
OF  LEXINGTON,  KY. 

8vo,  about  200  pp. 
Dr.  Bright  who  has,  for  more  than  50  years,  had  a  large 

and  successful  experience  in  the  treatment  of  Cancer,  re- 
views the  whole  subject  of  this  terrible  disease  in  the  light 

of  the  most  recent  researches,  and  adds  his  own  views  and 
observations,  together  with  his  practical  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease.  Price,  $2.00,  sent  by  mail,  postage 
paid.  S.  W.  BUTLER, 115  South  Seventh  St., 

IPhiladelphia. 
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Physicians  can  rely  upon  our  Manufacture  with  Confidence. 

Price  Lists,  with  fall  Eecipes,  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal  Druggists 

throughout  the  United  States. 

WE  OFFER  TO  PHYSICIANS  A  LARGE  AND  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  STOCK  OF 

PURE  DRUGS,  CHEMICALS  AND  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS. 

INCLUDING  ALL  THE 

NEW  REMEDIES. ALSO, 

Surgical  Instruments,  Saddle  Bags,  Medicine  Chestn  and  Pocket 
Cases  in  Great  Variety. 

FRESH  AND  RELIABLE  VACCINE  VIRUS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND;   SENT  BY  MAIL  AT 

S1.50  PER  CRUST. 
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Terms  of  Subscription,  FIVE  DOZLARS  per  annum  in  Advance.— Single  Copies,  Ten  Cents, 

ORIGINAL  DEPARTMENT. 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Williams,  Philip  C— An  examination  of  Prof. 
Reese's  "  Review  of  the  Trial  of  Mrs.  Wharton  for 
the  murder  of  General  Ketchum."  

Simmons,  F.  A.— Reflex  Paralysis— A  case  produced by  Mechanical  Injuries  

"Humanized"  Vaccine  Virus. The  Limits  of  Sanity  

MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 
THE  SUMTER  CO.,  ALA.,  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. . 

EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
PERISCOPE. 

On  Premature  Rupture  of  the  Membranes  
Kerosene  Oil  in  Chronic  Rheumatism  
The  Agency  of  the  Mind  in  Disease  
Cotton  Wool  as  a  Surgical  Dressing:  
A  New  Method  of  Destroying  Faulty  Cilia  
Anatomical  Anomalies  
Medico-Legal  Aspects  of  Pretended  and  Concealed Pregnancy  
On  a  Method.of  Detecting  Small  Quantities  of  Sugar in  Urine..  
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tion—Recovery;— Spina  Bifida  Cured  by  repeated 
Tapping  and  Pressure  

Fluid  Collections  in  the  Tympanic  Cavity;— Ex- 
tract of  Meat ;— Test  for  the  Purity  of  Creasote  The  Wharton  Trial  
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DOMESTIC. 
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COMMUNICATIONS  RECEIVED 

"Week  ending  May  18th,  1872. 
The  Asterisk  (*)  indicates  a  cash  inclosure. 
Subscribers  are  requested  to  inform  us  immedi- 
ately if  their  communications  are  not  ackncwledgedin this  column.  Postal  money  orders,  and  checks,  or  drafts 

drawn  to  our  order,  at  our  risk.  There  are  so  many 
Postal  Money  Order  Offices  now,  that  it  is  hardly  ever 
necessary  for  subscribers  to  run  any  risk  in  transmit- ting money.  N.  JB-  All  checks  and  P  O.  orders  must  be 
drawn  payable  to  the  proprietor,  S.  W.  Butler,  M.  D. 
District  of  Columbia.— Drs.  M.  Bruckheimer,*  J. 

K.  A.  Gleeson  *  J.  S.  Billings* 
Delaware.— Dr.  J.  N.  Johns  * 
Illinois.— Drs.  W.  L.  Cuthbert,*  G.  R.  Woolsey,* 

Brown  Bro.  &  Co.*  _  .  _ 
,  Indiana.— Drs.  C.  B.  Miller,*  S.  R.  Seawright,*  T. 
P.  McCuilough* Iowa.—Dv.  X.  K.  Riley.* 
Louisiana.— Dr.  T.  S.  Parham  * 
Maryland.— Dr.  M.D.  Russell,*  Gushing  &  Bailey* 
Mississippi.— Dr.  J.  R.  Watson.* 
Michigan.— Dr.  C.  W.  Backus.* North  Carolina.— Bis.  E.  F.  Ashe,*  C.  Smith,*  F. 

R.  Gregory.* 
New  Jersey.— Drs.  C.  V.  Moors,*  S.  S.  Kennedy,*  S. 

Van  Syckel  *  D.  M.  Skinner,*  E.  T.  Reid.* 
New  York.— Vie.  G.  S.  Galer,*  T.  B.  Smith,*  J.  E. 

Semple.* 
Ohio— Dr.  A.  S.  Jones .* 
Pennsylvania.*- Drs.  P.  R.  Roberts,*  A.  T.  Brund- 

age,*  S.  D.  Davis,*  J.  Brooks,*  D.  H.  Montgomery,* 
A.  M.  Cooper,*  George  Byers.* 
Rhode  Island.— Dt.  A.  G.  Sprague.* 
Tennessee.— Dt.  R.  D.  G^in.* 
Virginia.— Dr.  P.  F.  Browne.* 
Vermont—  Dr.  T.  Goodwillie.* 
OFFICE  PAYMENTS.— Drs.  J.  L.  Case,  T.  Hay, 

Central  News  Co.,  L.  K.  Francis. 

DO  YOU  WANT  INSTRUMENTS? 

A  Physician,  going  to  Europe,  will  sell  new 
cases  of  General  Operating,  Eye,  and  Obstetric  In- 

struments, with  books  and  appliances,  cheap. 
Send  stamp  for  Catalogues  to  M.  D.,  Drawer  A, 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Also  for  disposal,  a  Practice  of  $10,000  per  year. 
4t-726 

JOHN  C.  BAKER  &  CO.'S 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 

ESTABLISHED  1830. 

We  have  in  our  possession  numerous  Testimo- 
nials to  the  superiority  of  our  Oil,  from  the  most 

distinguished  Physicians  of  Philadelphia  and  else- 
where. Among  these  are  the  names  of  Dr.  Samuel 

Jackson  and  Joseph  Leidy,  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania;  Drs.  Mutter,  Darrach,  Harlow,  Lud- 

low, Knight,  and  others.  Physicians  may  rely  on 
the  certain  Purity  of  our  Brand,  as  also  its  Fresh- ness and  Sweetness, 
Wherever  tested,  either  by  the  medical  profes- 

sion or  by  invalids,  superiority  is  acknowledged. 
We  have  made  it  a  specialty  for  many  years,  and 
can  confidently  recommend  it  to  the  drug  trade. 

John  C.  Baker  &  Co.'s  Citrate  of  Magnesia, 
Prepared  with  especial  care,  and  warranted  to  re- 

tain Freshness.  For  sale  by  all  Druggists. 
JOHN  C.  BAKER,  Philadelphia. 

X     ROAD.  J WEST  PHILADELPHIA. 
Trains  leave  Depot,  THIRTY-SECOND  and MARKET  Streets. 
Trains  arrive  at  Depot,  THIRTY-FIRST  and MARKET  Streets. 

MAIN  LINE  WESTWARD. 
Paoli  Accommodation,   daily,  except 
Sunday,  6.25  a.  m.,  8.30  a.  m.  and  11. 10 
A.  M  ;  1.10  P.  m.,  6.40  p.  M.  and  10.30  p.  m. 

Lock  Haven  and  Elmira  Express,  daily,  i 
except  Sunday   8.00  A.  x. 

Niagara  Fxprf  ss,  daily  except  Sunday. .   7.30  a.  m. 
Mail,  daily,  except  Sunday   8.C0  a.  m. 
Fast  Line  and  Erie  Express,  daily  ex- 

cept Sunday   12.40  p.m. 
Harrisburg  Accom.,  daily,  exc't  Sunday,  2.30  p.  m. 
Lancaster  &  York  Ace.  "  "  "  4.10  p.m. 
Parkesburg  Train,        "      "         «        5.30  p.*  M* 
Cincinnati  Express,  daily   6.30  p' m' Buffalo  and  Niagara  Express,  daily  .   6.30  v.  m! 
Erie  Mail,  daily   6.30  p.  m. 
Southern  Express,  daily   9.00  p.  m' Through  Passenger,  daily  exc't  Sunday,  10.50  p.  m! Pacific  Express,  daily  n.40  p.  m 
Paoli  Sunday  Trains  8.40  a.  m  and  6^0  p."  m* Cincinnati  Express  only  to  Harrisburg  on  Satur- 
days. 
Erie  Mail,  Saturday  night,  runs  only  to  Wil- 

liamspoit. 
For  through  passenger  train,  tickets  must  be 

procured  and  baggage  delivered  at  No.  116  Market 
Street,  by  5  p.  m. NEW  YORK  DIVISION. 
Express  for  New  York,  7.10,  8.30  and  11.00  a.  m.. 

and  1-20,  3.00,  5.30  and  6.45  p.  m.,  and  12  night. Emigrant  Train  for  New  York,  11.30  p.  m. 
New  York  Sunday  trains,  8.30  a.  m.,  6.46  p.  m  .  12 

night.  ' KENSINGTON  DEPOT. 
Holmesburg  and  Bustleton,  6.45  a.  m., 

12,30,  5.15,  and...   7,15  P  M< 
Way  Trains  for  Trenton. .  .10,00  a.  m.  and  2.30  p*.  m* Way  Train  for  Bristol   6.00  p  m 

FOR  BELVIDERE  DELAWARE  RAILROAD. 
Express   for  Trenton,  Lambertsville, Easton,  etc  7.00  a.  m  and  3.00  p.  m» 
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AN  EXAMINATION  OF  PROF.  REESE'S 
"  REVIEW  OF  THE  TRIAL  OF  MRS. 
WHARTON  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF 
GENERAL  KETCHUM." 

By  Philip  C.  Williams,  M.  D., 
Of  Baltimore,  Mcl. 

The  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences, 

for  April,  1872,  contains  "A  Review  of  the 
Recent  Trial  of  Mrs.  E.  G.  Wharton  on  the 
Charge  of  Poisoning  General  W.  S.  Ketchuin , 
by  John  J.  Reese,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Medi- 

cal Jurisprudence  and  Toxicology  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,"  which  is  so 
remarkable  that  the  cause  of  science  and 
truth  compels  me  to  call  attention  to  it. 

The  trial  of  Mrs.  Wharton  presented  so 
many  interesting  and  important  points  of 
medical  and  chemical  inquiry  that  a  proper 
statement  of  them  would  be  most  welcome 

to  the  scientific  world.  I  was  glad,  there- 
fore, to  see  the  work  undertaken  by  one  that 

I  supposed  was  so  competent  to  deal  with 
scientific  facts  as  Prof.  Reese.  I  read  but 
little  of  his  review,  however,  before  I  dis- 

covered that  his  object  was  not  so  much  to 
develop  the  scientific  truths  of  the  trial,  as_ 
it  was  to  criticise  the  witnesses  for  the  State, 
and  endeavor  to  show  that  their  testimony 
was  colored  by  prejudice  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  render  it  unworthy  of  confidence !  Prof. 

Reese  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that  "the 
ground  of  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Williams,  and 
of  Profs.  Chew,  Miles,  Donaldson,  Howard, 
Johnston,  and  Smith,  that  General  Ketch- 
urn's  death  1  was  not  due  to  natural  causes', 
was  based  solely  upon  the  supposed  finding 

of  twenty  grains  of  tartar  emetic  in  the  sto- 
mach of  the  deceased,"  and  that  "if  this 

one  element  had  been  left  out  of  considera- 
tion, and  their  minds  had  been  entirely  free 

from  the  bias  which  such  an  impression 

must  necessarily  have  imparted,"  "they 
would  not  have  entertained  the  opinion  that 
the  death  had  resulted  '  from  non-natural 
causes.'  "  Yet  notwithstanding  this  state- 

ment he  goes  on  to  say  (on  page  353),  that 

"the  first  autopsy  was  made  by  Drs.  Wil- 
liams, Miles,  and  Chew,  within  twenty 

hours  after  death — the  strong  suspicion  of 
poison  influencing  the  minds  of  these  gen- 

tlemen." 
Again  (page  352),  he  says  that  the  "idea 

of  poison  entered  his  (Dr.  Williams')  mind 
in  consequence  of  his  being  shown  a  tumbler 
containing  a  suspicious  looking  sediment 
that  had  been  found  in  a  distant  part  of  the 

house."  Then.again  (same  page),  "  It  would 
seem,  perhaps,  only  natural  that  Dr.  Aikin's 
colleagues  in  the  University — Profs.  Chew, 
Miles,  Donaldson,  Howard,  Smith,  and 
Johnston— all  gentlemen  of  high  character 
and  standing  in  the  profession,  should  be 
influenced  by  this  fact  (the  supposed  finding 
of  tartar  emetic)  in  the  testimony  which  they 
gave  at  the  trial  V  Why  does  Prof.  Reese 
omit  from  this  list  of  witnesses  the  names 
of  Drs.  Benson,  Thompson,  Morgan,  Ohr, 
and  Arnold?  Did  they  not  render  a  simi- 

lar testimony?  Why  are  Profs.-  Chew, 
Miles,  Donaldson,  Howard,  Smith,  and 
Johnston,  persistently  forced  from  the  order 
in  which  they  testified,  and  classified  as  Dr. 
Aikin's  colleagues  ?  Does  it  mean  to  insinu- 

ate that  because  they  were  colleagues,  there- 

fore they  banded  together  to  sustain-  Dr. m 
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Aikin?  This  was  said  by  Mrs.  Wharton's 
counsel,  in  their  arguments  before  the  jury ! 
It  was  bad  enough  in  them ;  but  with  what 
propriety  can  a  Professor  in  one  medical  col- 

lege accuse  Professors  in  a  rival  institution 
of  banding  together  to  sustain  one  of  their 
colleagues,  simply  because  he  was  a  col- 

league 9 
It  is  true  that  Prof.  Reese  does  not  make 

this  charge  in  so  many  words ;  but  this  is 
the  insinuation  conveyed,  and  is  the  only 
conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  pre- 

mises. Suppose  that  these  reasons  influ- 
enced the  minds  of  Prof.  Aikin's  colleagues, 

what  influenced  Drs.  Thompson,  Benson, 
Morgan,  Ohr,  and  Arnold,  in  forming  the 
same  opinion? 

If  the  "  supposed  finding  of  tartar  emetic" 
induced  these  gentlemen  to  form  any  opinion, 
they  certainly  would  have  concluded  that 
General  Ketchum  died  from  poison  by  tartar 
emetic.  But  Dr.  Reese  says  (page  338),  "  It 
should  be  noticed  that  none  of  the  medical 
witnesses  for  the  State  testified  that  tartar 
emetic  was  the  cause  of  death  !" 

Prof,  Reese  knows  (for  he  was  present 
every  day  until  he  delivered  his  own  testi- 

mony) that  no  one  of  the  State's  witnesses 
was  asked  the  direct  question— whether  tar- 

tar emetic  was  the  cause  of  death  ! 

Has^rof.  Reese  any  doubt  what  the  an- 
swer would  have  been  had  the  question  been 

asked  ? 
Furthermore,  does  not  Prof.  Reese  know 

that  Profs.  Smith,  Howard,  and  Johnston, 
and  Drs.  Benson,  Morgan,  Ohr,  and  Arnold, 
were  simply  rebutting  witnesses  ?  And  that 
their  testimony  was  limited,  by  the  Court1  s 
ruling,  to  the  point  of  inquiry,  viz.,  wThether 
Gen.  Ketchum  died  from  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis?  And  whether  there  was  an 
epidemic  of  that  disease  in  Baltimore  during 
the  summer  of  1871?  Prof.  Reese  knows 
these  things.  Why,  then,  does  he  make  the 
statement  that  none  of  the  State's  witnesses 
ascribed  the  death  to  tartar  emetic  ?  Prof. 

Reese  says  that  "Dr.  Donaldson  said  that 
1  he  thought  the  symptoms  resembled  what 
the  authors  stated  to  be  those  of  tartar  eme- 

tic poisoning.'  All  the  others  merely  spoke 
of  the  death  as  being  produced  by  non-na- 

tural causes." 
Does  Prof.  Reese  forget  that  Dr.  Williams 

was  asked  "  Whether  the  symptoms  and 
post-mortem  appearances  of  Gen.  Ketchum 
were  consistent  with  the  idea  of  poisoning 
by  tartar  emetic?"  and  that  he  answered 

"  that  they  were  consisteut  with  the  theory 
of  poison  by  tartar  emetic?"  {Gazette's report,  page  20.) 

But  what  difference  does  it  make  whether 
the  witnesses  said  that  General  Ketchum 

died  from  u  non-natural  cause?,"  or  that  he 
died  from  poison?  The  only  question  to  be 
decided  was  whether  he  died  from  disease 
or  from  poison.  It  matters  not  what  precise 
word  was  used ;  for  every  one  understands 
that  "non -natural  causes"  in  this  easemeant 
poison,  and  that  poison  meant  "  tartar 

emetic." Let  us  dismiss  these  personal  issues  for  a 
few  moments,  and  look  at  the  facts  of  this 
trial,  and  see  what  led  "the  attending  phy- 

sician" to  the  conclusion  that  General 
Ketchum  died  from  poison. 
What  led'  "the  attending  physician"  to 

think  that  General  Ketchum  died  from 
poison  ?  I  will  state  the  reasons  as  briefly  as 

possible. General  Ketchum  was  an  athletic  man,  of 
the  most  sober,  methodical  habits,  cheerful 
spirits,  and  always  eDjoyed  excellent  health, 
and  lived  in  a  most  healthy  locality,  on 
Georgetown  Heights.  He  left  home  on  Sa- 

turday, June  24,  1871,  and  reached  Baltimore 
that  afternoon,  in  fine  health  and  spirits. 
During  the  night  he  was  apparently  attacked 
with  cholera  morbus.  Sunday  night  he  had 
another  attack  of  cholera  morbus.  Monday 
afternoon  he  had  an  attack  of  vomiting, 
accompanied  with  much  nausea  and  prostra- 

tion, but  without  pain  or  diarrhoea. 
This  was  the  first  time  that  a  physician 

saw  General  Ketchum. 

Supposing  that  he  was  suffering  from  irri- 
tability of  stomach  resulting  from  his  pre- 

vious attacks  of  cholera  morbus,  his  physi- 
cian ordered  him  to  bed,  and  prescribed 

creasote  and  lime  water,  which  soon  relieved 
him.  He  was  seen  during  the  night  (2 
o'clock  A.  M.)  by  Mr.  Hutton,  and  repre- 

sented himself  as  being  well.  His  physician 
saw  him  at  10  o'clock  Tuesday  morning, 
when  he  seemed  to  be  well,  and  told  him 
that  he  was  so,  and  expressed  a  determina- 

tion to  return  to  Washington  that  day. 
He  did  not  go,  however,  but  remained  in 

his  room  all  day.  He  was  more  or  less 
drowsy  throughout  the  entire  day,  according 
to  the  testimony  of  a  colored  servant,  Susan 
Jacobs  (and  not  of  "  several  witnesses,"  as 
Prof.  Reese  has  stated),  who  was  the  only 
witness  that  saw  him  from  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
until  8£  P.  M. 
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That  afternoon  about  4  o'clock  an  empty- 
ounce  vial,  that  had  evidently  contained 
laudanum,  was  found  in  the  General's  bed. 
No  one  was  then  in  the  room  but  Mrs. 
Wharton  and  Susan  Jacobs,  and  they  differ 
so  much  in  their  statements  relative  to  the 
finding  of  the  vial  that  it  is  hard  to  know 
anything  about  it.  Later  in  the  afternoon 
Mrs.  Wharton  administered  a  porter-sanga- 
ree,  and  shortly  afterwards  went  out  driving 
with  Colonel  Lowry.  Soon  after  her  depar- 

ture General  Ketchum  was  heard  by  Mrs. 
Lowry,  and  others  in  the  house,  to  vomit 
with  great  violence,  and  Susan  Jacobs 
would  allow  no  one  to  go  to  his  relief. 

From  10  o'clock  that  evening  until  10 
o'clock  Wednesday  (the  next)  mourning 
nothing  whatever  is  known  of  his  condition. 

About  10  o'clock  Wednesday  morning  Mrs. 
Wharton  sent  forme,  saying  that  the  General 
was  much  worse;  I  went  immediately  to 
see  him,  and  found  him  lying  on  the  lounge 
(where  he  had  been  all  night)  in  an  almost 
insensible  condition.  I  shook  him  gently 
in  order  to  rouse  him,  and  'obtained  mono- 

syllabic replies,  when  he  would  relapse  into 
his  semi-comatose  condition.  When  I  shook 
him  a  slight  tremor  passed  over  him  from 
head  to  foot.  His  head  and  face  were  congest- 

ed, and  of  a  livid  appearance ;  his  pupils 
were  natural  in  size,  but  insensitive,  even 
under  a  strong  light;  his  pulse  was  rapid 
and  feeble ;  respiration  hurried  (and  not 
about  natural"  as  Prof.  Reese  says); 

tongue  was  natural  in  appearance  ;  the  skin 
was  cool,  and  bathed  in  perspiration  (and 
not  "not  preternaturally  moist"  as  Prof. 
Eeese  says). 

I  then  called  Mr.  Hutton,  and  asked  him 
to  assist  me  in  putting  him  to  bed.  We 
raised  him  to  his  feet  (he  was  unable  to  raise 
himself)  and  to  my  surprise  we  found  that 
his  legs  were  stiff  and  rigid.  With  much 
difficulty  we  placed  him  in  bed,  and  un- 

dressed him.  During  all  the  handling  inci- 
dent to  moving  and  undressing  him,  he 

neither  spoke,  nor  complained  of  the  slight- 
est suffering. 

I  had  ice  applied  to  his  head,  and  ordered 
forty  drops  of  Tincture  Jasmine,  to  be 
given  every  two  hours.  The  ice,  after 
remaining  upon  his  head  for  some  time, 
seemed  to  make  him  restless.  I  had  it  moved 
and  he  became  quiet.  The  jasmine  seemed  to 
have  a  good  effect.  Under  its  influence  the 
skin  became  more  natural  in  color,  the  eye 

became  brighter,  and  his  general  condition 
was  sligbtly  improved. 

I  remained  with  him  until  12  o'clock,  and, 
finding  him  comparatively  comfortable,  I 
ordered  the  jasmine  to  be  repeated  at  one 

o'clock,  saying,  that  I  would  return  at  that 
hour.  I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste  about 

one  o'clock,  and  upon  reaching  the  Gene- 
ral's room,  found  him  much  worse,  and  in 

convulsions. 

Upon  inquiry,  I  learned  that  the  jasmine 
had  been  administered  by  Mrs.  Wharton  at 
five  minutes  before  one  o'clock.  Ten  min- 

utes after  taking  that  dose  he  became  much 
worse,  was  very  restless,  and  began  to  abrade 
his  throat  with  his  finger  nails,  and  then 
went  into  violent  tetanic  convulsions.  He 
was  in  one  of  them  when  I  entered  the 
room. 

They  were  very  violent,  and  were  accom- 
panied by  groans  and  cries,  which  indicated 

to  my  mind  that  he  was  suffering  great  pain. 
Mr.  Snowden  asked  him  the  seat  of  his  pain, 

and  he  replied  11  in  my  stomach  and  when 
I  removed  his  clothing  to  use  my  catheter, 
I  found  that  he  had  torn  the  skin  of  his 
abdomen  in  long  deep  scratches  with  his 
finger  nails.  During  the  convulsions  there 
was  decided  opisthotonos,  which  invariably 
tended  to  throw  him  from  his  back  to  his 
left  side.  Between  the  convulsions  there 
was  marked  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the 
neck,  back,  and  extremities.  His  legs  were 
so  rigid  that  he  could  not  bear  to  have  them 
moved.  Mrs.  Hutton  undertook  to  do  so, 

and  he  exclaimed,  "Oh!  oh!  don't!  don't!" 
(which  fully  explains  the  ' '  incoherent  cries" 
described  by  Prof.  Reese.)  His  convulsions 
were  now  so  severe,  and  his  agony  so  in- 

tense, that  I  put  him  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform.  While  under  the  chloroform, 
I  drew  a  large  quantity  of  urine  with  my 
catheter,  in  order  to  examine  it.  The  urine 
was  healthy,  and  contained  no  albumen. 

About  two  o'clock  I  administered  thirty 
grains  of  chloral,  with  the  view  of  prolong- 

ing the  influence  of  the  chloroform,  and  of 
arresting  the  convulsions  —  but  in  vain  ! 
They  became  more  and  more  violent  until 
death  terminated  his  sufferings,  about  three o'clock. 

During  my  first  visit  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing (see  American's  report  of  the  trial)  I 

inquired  of  Susan  Jacobs  whether  the  Gene- 
ral had  passed  his  urine,  and  was  told  that 

he  had,  and  that  it  had  been  emptied.  For 
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this  reason  I  was  compelled  to  use  the  ca- 
theter. 

Such  is  a  brief,  but  truthful  description  of 
General  Ketchum's  condition  ! 

It  is  perfectly  clear  from  this  description 
that  nothing  especially  noteworthy  occurred 
until  Tuesday  afternoon.  So  far  as  I  could 
judge  from  the  light  then  before  me,  Gene- 

ral Ketchum  had  an  attack  of  cholera  mor- 
bus on  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights.  He 

had  an  attack  of  violent  vomiting,  without 
pain  or  diarrhoea,  on  Monday  afternoon.  All 

day  Tuesday,  after  10  o'clock,  nothing  what- 
ever was  reported  to  me  of  General  Ketch- 
um until  about  9  o'clock  that  evening, 

when  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  learn, 
through  Mr.  Hutton,  that  the  General  had 
not  gone  to  Washington,  as  he  expected  to 
do.  This  interview  has  been  so  perverted 
by  the  counsel  for  the  defence,  though  I 
personally  informed  them  of  everything 
that  took  place  in  that  interview,  and  also 
by  Professor  Reese  (who  did  not  know  the 
facts),  that  I  feel  called  upon  to  refer  to  it, 
in  justice  to  General  Ketchum  and  myself. 
The  facts  are  these :— About  9  o'clock  Mr. 
Hutton  called  at  my  office  and  said  that  he 
had  come  without  the  knowledge  of  Mrs. 
Wharton,  to  say  that  she  had  requested  him 
to  go  and  see  General  Ketchum,  as  she  felt 
very  uneasy  about  him.  He  stated  that  he 
went  up  to  General  Ketchum's  room  and 
found  him  sleeping  on  the  lounge,  and 
breathing  so  heavily  that  he  also  was  un- 

easy about  him  and  felt  it  his  duty  to  inform 
me  of  his  condition,  so  that  I  could  decide 
whether  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  go  to  see 
him  or  not.  I  replied  that  Mrs.  Wharton  had 
said  so  much  about  the  General's  peculiarities 
that  I  feared  he  might  deem  it  an  intrusion 
if  I  went  to  see  him  again  without  being 
sent  for.  I  asked  him  to  go  back  and  see 
the  General  again,  and  if  he  was  still  uneasy 
about  him,  to  report  his  condition  to  Mrs. 
Wharton,  and  ask  her  to  send  for  me,  and 
I  would  go  to  see  him.  I  heard  nothing 
further  from  Mr.  Hutton  or  from  Mrs. 
Wharton,  and  very  naturally  concluded  that 
the  General  needed  no  attention  from  me. 

This  is  the  explanation  of  all  the  mystery 
which  the  counsel  and  others  have  endea- 

vored to  throw  around  this  interview !  But 

let  us  return  to  the  medical  history  of  Gene- ' 
ral  Ketchum.  Tuesday  night,  after  giving 
the  porter-sangsree,  Mrs.  Wharton  wa3  suf- 

ficiently uneasy  about  the  General  to  send 
Mr.  Hutton  and  Mr.  Wilson  to  see  him,  but 

did  not  send  for  a  physician  ;  nor  was  one 
sent  for  until  Wednesday  morning  about  10 
o'clock,  when  I  found  him  in  the  condition 
already  described. 
With  these  facts  before  him,  Prof.  Reese 

makes  three  distinct  charges  against  Gene- 
ral Ketchum's  attending  physician.  First. 

That  he  did  not  suspect  poison  until  the 
tumbler  of  punch  had  been  shown  him  by 

Mrs.  Lowry.  For  he  says  (page  352)  "  Dr. 
Williams,  the  physician  of  Gen.  Ketchum, 
who  certainly  had  the  best  opportunity  for 
observing,  had  no  suspicion  of  his  patient 
being  poisoned  throughout  his  whole  sick- 

ness, until  about  an  hour  before  his  death. 
The  idea  then  seems  to  have  entered  his 
mind  in  consequence  of  his  being  shown  a 
tumbler  containing  a  suspicious  looking 
sediment,  that  had  been  found  in  a  distant 

part  of  the  house."  Secondly.  That  when 
he  saw  Gen.  Ketchum,  especially  at  one 
o'clock  on  Wednesday,  he  totally  misap- 

prehended the  cause  of  his  illness,  and  that 

(page  334)  "  if  any  doubt  arose  in  his  mind, 
it  was  possibly  that  the  jasmine  had  dis- 

agreed with  him" ! Thirdly.  That  the  treatment  was  wholly 
inadequate  to  meet  the  emergencies  of  the 

case,  for  he  says  (page  334)  11  th.6  only  treat- 
ment all  this  time  directed  was  the  applica- 

tion of  ice-bags  to  the  back  of  the  neck  for 
one  hour ;  then  (at  11  o'clock)  the  adminis- 

tration of  40  drops  of  tincture  of  gelseminum 

in  two  tablespoonsful  of  water."  Again  (on 
same  page),  he  says,  "he  gave  no  emetic, 
used  no  stomach-pump,  nor  exhibited  any 
antidote."  1  'At  all  events  he  adopted  no 
means  whatever  to  counteract  any  suspected 

poison,  but-  simply  employed  the  ordinary 
means  for  the  relief  of  convulsions — chloro- 

form and  chloral."  Such  are  the  charges 
made  against  the  "attending  physician  of 
General  Ketchum,  who,"  according  to  Prof. 
Reese,  "  certainly  had  the  best  opportunity 
of  observing  "  the  case. 
How  consonant  with  the  professional 

ethics  of  the  present  faculty  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  (of  which  institution 

I  am  an  Alumnus)  is  such  language,  I  leave 
that  faculty  to  decide.  How  generous  such 
charges  against  a  brother  physician,  and 
how  germain  to  a  review  of  Mr3^  Wharton's 
trial,  I  leave  Prof.  Reese  himself  to  judge! 
I  do  not  desire,  to  dwell  upon  such  person- 

alities, but  prefer  rather  to  examine  the 
grounds  upon  which  such  charges  are  based. 

First.  "  Dr.  Williams  had  no  suspicion  of 
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his  patient  being  poisoned  throughout  his 
whole  sickness,"  "until  he  was  shown  a 
tumbler  containing  a  suspicious  looking 
sediment,  that  had  been  found  in  a  distant 

part  of  the  house."  This  statement  is  not 
only  positively  at  variance  with  the  testi- 

mony given  in  the  trial,  but  is  contradicted 
by  Prof.  Reese's  own  statements.  1st.  It  is 
at  variance  with  the  testimony  in  the  cause. 
On  the  stand  I  stated  that  after  I  had  failed 

to  explain  General  Ketchum's  condition  by 
any  disease  with  which  I  was  acquainted,  I 
suspected  poison,  and  so  informed  Mr. 
Snowden.  I  had  determined  that  General 
Ketchum  was  poisoned  before  I  knew  of  the 
tumbler  of  punch  that  had  been  made  for 
Mr.  Van  Ness.  The  effect  produced  upon 
my  mind  by  the  discovery  of  that  tumbler 
was  to  confirm  a  previously  existing  opinion, 
and  to  indicate  that  the  poison  administered 
was  an  acrid  metallic  poison.  2d.  It  is  con- 

tradicted by  Prof.  Reese's  own  statement. 
At  one  time,  and  only  once  (page  335),  he 

states  the  true  state  of  the  case ;  but  after- 
wards he  reiterates,  over  and  over  again, 

that  the  suspicion  of  poison  was  not  enter- 
tained until  the  finding  of  the  tumbler; 

then,  again,  he  contradicts  this  statement, 
and  says  (page  333),  that  the  opinion  of 
poison  was  formed  "  solely"  upon  the  results 
of  Prof.  Aikin's  analysis ! 

It  seems  to  me  that  such  facts  show  that 
the  mind  of  Professor  Reese  was  quite  as 

much  "  perplexed  by  conflicting  theories" 
as  he  seems  to  think  General  Ketchum's 
attending  physician's  was!  As  to  the 
second  charge,  that  I  failed  to  appreciate  the 
nature  and  cause  of  General  Ketchum's  ill- 

ness, I  am  perfectly  free  to  confess  that  this 
was  true  for  a  time.  I  confess  frankly  that 
I  did  not  suspect  poison  for  some  time.  At 

Urst  I  was  "greatly  perplexed,"  and  possi- 
bly even  Professor  Reese  might  have  been 

also  under  similar  circumstances,  to  under- 
stand the  nature  of  his  sickness.  Suspicion 

of  poison  is  not  apt  to  suggest  itself  to  the 
mind  of  a  physician  when  called  to  see  a 
patient  situated  as  I  found  General  Ketchum. 
He  was  visiting  a  friend  with  whom  he  had 
long  been  upon  the  most  intimate  terms  of 
friendship,  and  upon  whom  he  had  con- 

ferred many  acts  of  kindness.  Everything, 
therefore,  would  naturally  have  excluded 
the  idea  of  poison,  until  all  other  means  of 
explaining  his  condition  had  been  exhaust- 

ed. ■  The  "  idea  of  poison  entered  my  mind" 
only  after  I  had  exhausted  all  other  means 

of  explaining  his  condition;  but  that  I 
ever,  for  one  moment,  entertained  the  idea 
that  General  Ketchum's  condition  at  one 
o'clock  was  caused  by  the  "jasmine  having 
disagreed  with  him"  is  without  the  slightest 
foundation !  It  is  true  that  I  expressed  sur- 

prise to  Mrs.  Wharton  when  she  said  that 
the  General  became  much  worse  imme- 

diately after  taking  the  dose  of  jasmine  that 
she  had  administered  !  That  surprise  arose 
not  from  any  idea  that  the  "jasmine  had 
disagreed  with  him,"  but  from  the  know- 

ledge that  the  condition  I  then  witnessed 
could  not  have  resulted  from  the  jasmine. 
It  was  this  fact  that  "perplexed"  me,  and 
which  began  to  turn  my  thoughts  towards 
the  idea  of  poison,  an  idea  that  assumed 
"definite  form"  in  my  mind  as  soon  as  I 
satisfied  myself  that  the  convulsions  that 
were  then  racking  the  frame  of  General 
Ketchum  were  not  urcemic  ! 

I  here  reiterate  the  statement  made  by  me 

on  the  stand,  that  "  I  know  of  no  instance 
in  which  the  yellow  Jasmine  had  produced 
tetanic  convulsions."  I  have  neither  seen 
nor  read  of  any  such  results. 

Prof.  Reese  says  (page  336)  that  "such 
cases  have  been  reported." 

Will  he  be  kind  enough  to  refer  me  to 
such  reports  ? 

Thirdly.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  admit 
with  all  frankness,  and  at  the  same  time 

with  great'  regret,  that  the  treatment  was 
wholly  inadequate  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
General  Ketchum's  case. 
No  physician  could  be  placed  in  a  more 

painful  and  embarrassing  position  than  I 
was  when  called  to  see  General  Ketchum  on 
that  memorable  Wednesday  morning.  I 
found  myself  in  face  of  a  patient  of  whose 
antecedents  I  was  then  wholly  ignorant. 
I  could  obtain  no  information,  either  present 
or  past,  from  my  patient,  for  he  was  unable 
to  give  any  ;  the  only  person  from  whom  I 
could  have  obtained  such  information  not 

only  failed  to  give  that  information,  but  actu- 
ally endeavored  to  mislead  me  by  the  assertion 

that  the  General  had  undertaken  to  kill 
himself  with  laudanum!  Fortunately  I 
was  not  misled,  for  I  soon  saw  that  there 
were  no  evidences  of  a  fatal  dose  of  lauda- 

num having  been  taken  by  himself,  or 
administered  by  any  one  else.  I  was  thus 
thrown  back  upon  my  own  observation  for 
any  information  I  might  obtain.  As  I  said 
on  the  stand,  only  two  diseases  afforded  to 
my  mind  any  possible  explanation  of  hia 
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condition.  The  first  was  congestion  of  the 
brain,  threatening  apoplexy  and  paralysis. 
Proper  investigation  excluded  this.  The 
next  and  only  hypothesis  that  remained 
was  that  he  was  suffering  from  ursemic 
convulsions.  This  also  was  dismissed  after 
examination  of  the  urine. 
Thus  it  was  that  I  was  driven  to  the 

suspicion  of  poison.  What  poison  had  been 
used  I  could  not  then  determine.  In  this 
emergency  I  did  what  physicians  must  do 
every  day,  and  what  I  presume  even  Prof. 
Reese  would  have  done — viz,  I  undertook 
to  relieve  symptoms,  and  stop  the  horrible 
convulsions  that  were  rapidly  killing  my 
patient.  It  was  after  the  administration  of 
the  chloroform,  and  while  I  was  waiting  for 
the  chloral,  that  I  had  the  interview  with 
Mrs.  Lowry,  who  exhibited  the  now  celebra- 

ted tumbler.  The  sediment  in  that  tumbler 

convinced  me  by  its  taste,  and  other  proper- 
ties, that  it  contained  "an  acrid,  metallic 

poison."  This  discovery  confirmed  my  pre- 
vious suspicion,  and  convinced  me  that  Gen. 

Ketchum  also  had  been  poisoned.  Much 
that  had  hitherto  been  inexplicable  now 
became  clear,  and  the  conviction  was  forced 
upon  my  mind  that  it  was  my  duty  to  my 
conscience,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  that  I 
should  inform  General  Ketchum 's  friends 
of  my  suspicions,  and  ask  permission  to 
make  a  post-mortem  examination  to  see 
whether  they  were  well-founded. 
That  permission  was  obtained,  and  I 

sought  the  assistance  of  those  whom  I 
deemed  best  qualified  to  make  a  satisfac- 

tory post-mortem  examination.  I  naturalty 
turned  first  to  Prof.  Chew,  with  whom  I 
was  associated  in  the  treatment  of  Mr.  Van 

Ness,  who  was  then  ill  in  Mrs.  Wharton's 
house. 
Then  I  sought  Prof.  Miles,  because,  as 

professor,  and  a  life-long  student  of  anatomy, 
he  was  better  qualified  than  any  one  with 
whom  I  was  acquainted. 

I  sought  the  assistance  of  a  man  whose 
opinion  upon  such  subjects  would  at  once  be 
accepted  by  the  entire  medical  faculty  of 
Baltimore.  This  wise  and  prudent  conduct 
has  induced  Professor  Reese  to  forget  that 
he  was  discussing  the  scientific  aspects  of  the 
Wharton  trial,  and  caused  him  to  assume 
the  responsibility  of  criticising  the  actions 
of  "  Drs.  Williams,  Miles  and  Chew,"  in  a 
spirit  that  ill  becomes  one  who  sustained  the 
relation  to  the  Wharton  trial  that  was  occu- 

pied by  Professor  Reese.    He  "cannot  for- 

bear" from  departing  from  the  legitimate 
sphere  of  his  criticism  to  lecture  us  upon  "the 
impropriety  of  conducting  a  post  mortem 
examination,  where  there  is  suspicion  of 
death  from  poison,  and  where  the  reputa- 

tion, and  even  the  life  of  a  fellow-being  is 
involved,  without  the  presence  and  over- 

sight of  the  legally  constituted  authority— 
the  coroner."  Can  Professor  Reese  show 
wherein  consists  the  -'impropriety"?  It 
seemed  to  us  that  the  course  pursued  was 
the  only  one  open  to, any  one  that  was  actu- 

ated by  the  gentlemanly  instinct  of  desiring 

to  save  the  scandal  and  publicity  of  a  "  coro- 
ner's inquest."  At  the  time  this  post-mor- 

tem was  made  no  one  thought  of  connecting 
Mrs.  Wharton  with  the  crime,  and  every- 

thing possible  was  done  to  protect  her  feel- 
ings, and  to  save  her  from  the  mortification 

that  would  ensue  from  the  exposure  of  such 
a  crime  having  been  committed  in  her 

house.  The  Coroner's  inquest  is  necessarily 
public,  and  would  have  exposed  Mrs.  Whar- 

ton to  the  public  gaze,  whether  the  inquest 
discovered  evidences  of  poison  or  not.  In 
the  hands  of  "Drs.  Williams,  Miles  and 
Chew"  Mrs.  Wharton  and  her  household 
were  shielded  from  all  suspicion,  until  the 
results  of  the  post-mortem  and  chemical 
analysis  revealed  the  necessity  of  legal  in- 

vestigation. Then,  and  not  till  then,  was 
the  arm  of  the  law  invoked  to  assert  its 

power  for  the  protection  of  society.  Pro- 
fessor Reese  then  goes  on  to  say,  that 

"  It  must  be  evident  to  every  observer  that 
the  whole  examination,  in  the  present  case, 
was  in  the  hands  of  those  who  were  not  en- 

tirely devoid  of  prej  udice.  The  first  autopsy 
is  made  by  Drs.  Williams,  Miles,  and  Chew,, 
within  twenty  hours  after  death — the  strong 
suspicion  of  poison  influencing  the  minds 

of  these  gentlemen." 
Of  course  "  the  strong  suspicion  of  poison 

influenced  the  minds  of  these  gentlemen," 
or  they  never  wTould  have  made  the  post- 

mortem examination  !  Such  examinations 
are  not  made,  nor  could  they  even  be  jus- 

tified, unless  there  were  "  a  strong  suspicion 
of  poison."  Would  the  coroner  make  such 
an  inquiry  unless  he  were  influenced  by  "the 
strong  suspicion  of  poison."  The  suspicion 
must  be  "  strong  "  to  warrant  such  an  intru- 

sion upon  the  sanctity  of  domestic  privacy  L 

But  does  Prof.  Reese  mean  to  insinuate- 
that  "Drs.  Williams,  Miles,  and  Chew" 
were  so  "prejudiced"  by  this  "suspicion" 
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that  they  "were  incapable  of  making  a  fair 
and  impartial  investigation? 

Profs.  Miles  and  Chew  never  saw  Gen. 

Ketch um  alive  ;  how  could  they  be  "  preju- 
diced;" or  how  came  they  to  entertain  the 

"strong  suspicion"  that  unfitted  them  for 
the  proper  discharge  of  their  duty,  except 
they  were  influenced  by  the  statements  of 

the  "attending  physician"?  Could  the 
coroner  have  obtained  his  information  in 
any  other  mode  ?  Must  he  not  have  derived 

his  "suspicions  "  from  the  same  source? 
If  Drs.  Miles  and  Chew  were  so  "preju- 

diced" by  Dr.  Williams'  details  of  Gen. 
Ketchum's  case,  as  to  render  them  unfit  for 
making  the  post-mortem,  would  not  the 
same  details  have  equally  unfitted  the  coro- 

ner for  a  similar  examination? 

Upon  Prof.  Reese's  principles  how  could 
inquiry  ever  be  made,  because,  forsooth,  the 
minds  of  those  making  the  investigation 
must  not  "  be  influenced  by  the  suspicion  of 
poison"!!    He  then  proceeds  : 

"  Two  weeks  later,  the  body  is  exhumed, 
and  is  again  examined,  exclusively  by  these 
same  persons.  There  is  no  representative  or 
friend  of  the  accused  party  invited  to  be 
present.  Surely  this  was  not  in  accordance 
with  justice  or  propriety."  Why  not?  Can 
Prof.  Reese  refer  to  any  precedents  requiring 
the  presence  of  "representatives  or  friends 
of  an  accused  party"  to  be  present  at  a  post- 

mortem examination  ? 

Can  he  show  wherein  "justice  or  pro- 
priety" required  such  an  invitation  ?  Does 

he  mean  to  insinuate  that  Drs.  Williams, 
Miles  and  Chew  were  so  distrustful  of  their 

own  integrity  that  they  must  invite  "  friends 
of  the  accused"  to  be  present  in  order  to  pre- 

vent them  from  perjury?  Does  he  mean 
this  ? 

What,  too,  does  he  mean  by  the  following 

language  ?  "  Were  it  not  that  the  professional 
and  social  character  of  the  parties  concerned 
places  them  above  suspicion,  .there  might 
certainly  be  very  grave  reasons  for  taking 
exception  to  such  ex-parte  proceedings  ;  for 
there  might  be  just  cause  for  doubt  in  relation 
to  the  absolute  identity  of  the  material  opera- 

ted upon." 
This  language  is  so  extraordinary  that  I 

am  unwilling  to  rebuke  it  as  it  deserves  to 
be. 

If  the  "character  of  the  parties  concerned 
places  them  above  suspicion,"  why  does 
Prof.  Reese  indulge  in  such  atrocious  lan- 

guage ? 

The  charge  here  made  is  particularly 
reprehensible  in  Prof.  Reese,  because  he 
knows  perfectly  well  that  so  far  from  the 

"  proceedings  "  referred  to  being  "ex-parte," 
they  were  fully  reported  to  the  counsel  for 
"the  accused."  Not  only  were  her  counsel 
fully  informed  of  all  the  facts  of  General 
Ketchum's  case,  but  they  had  repeated 
conversations  with  "  Drs.  Williams  and 
Chew,"  in  which  the  case  was  discussed  in 
all  its  bearings,  medical  and  circumstantial. 
Not  only  was  the  case  fully  reviewed  in 

conversations,  but  at  the  request  of  "the 
counsel  for  the  accused,"  Drs.  Williams 
and  Chew  furnished  them  with  a  written 
statement  embodying  all  the  facts  of  the 
case. 

Prof.  Reese  knows  these  things,  for  he 
wras  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  written 
statements  referred  to.  With  these  state- 

ments in  his  possession,  with  what  propriety 
can  he  accuse  "Drs.  Williams  and  Chew" 
of  prejudice;  "  of  "  ex-parte  proceedings  ;  " 
or  of  impropriety  of  any  sort,  unless  it  be 
the  impropriety  of  having  furnished  to  the 
counsel  and  their  experts  the  material  for 
manufacturing  the  defence  that  was  made 
in  this  case  ? 
The  best  that  can  be  said  is  that  such  an 

imputation  of  "ex-parte"  conduct  comes 
with  very  bad  grace  from  Prof.  Reese,  who 
had  in  his  possession  positive  proof  that 
the  imputation  was  wholly  without  founda- 

tion ! 
Prof.  Reese  then  proceeds  in  a  still  more 

unwarrantable  strain,  if  such  a  thing  were 

possible,  and  says  "  Still  more  glaring  was 
the  departure  from  propriety,  when  the 
body  was  a  second  time  disenterred,  and  that, 
too,  during  the  actual  progress  of  the  trial. 
The  State,  finding  its  case  completely  fail- 

ing by  the  breaking  down  of  the  evidence 

of  Prof.  Aikin ,  secretly  '  dispatched  Drs. 
Williams,  Chew  and  Miles  to  Washington, 
with  instructions  to  again  exhume  General 
Ketchum's  oody,  and  remove  the  liver  and 
other  viscera,  for  a  second  chemical  analysis. 
We  say  this  thing  was  done  secretly,  for  no 
friend  or  representative  of  the  defence  was 

apprised  of  it." "Now  it  seems  to  us  that  this  procedure 
on  the  part  of  the  State  was  unfair  to  the 
accused,  to  her  counsel,  and  to  the  cause  of 
justice.  We  deem  it  contrary  to  all  prece- 

dents in  criminal  jurisprudence  to  take  such 
an  unfair  advantage  of  the  accused.  Why 
was  not  her  counsel  informed  of  this  inten- 
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tion  of  the  prosecution,  so  that  at  least  one 
of  the  experts  for  the  defence  might  have 
been  present  at  the  exhumation  of  the  body 
and  the  subsequent  analysis,  and  thus  give 
at  least  the  appearance  of  fairness  to  the 

procedure  ?" 
Here  is  the  same  imputation  of  dishonesty 

and  perjury  conveyed  in  the  previous  para- 
graph, with  the  exception  that  it  is  still 

more  "  glaringly"  stated!  Let  us  overlook 
such  charges  as  unworthy  of  being  discussed 
by  honest  men,  and  let  us  examine  this  trip 

to  "Washington.  Suppose,  for  an  instant, 
that  "one  of  the  experts  for  the  defence" 
(say  Professor  Reese)  had  been  present  at 
the  exhumation  of  the  body ;  how  would 
that  have  benefited  the  "accused,"  or  how 
would  it  have  given  the  "appearance  of 
fairness  to  the  procedure"  ? 
Professor  Reese  had  never  seen  General 

Ketchum;  how  would  he  recognize  the  body? 
How  would  he  know  whether  we  exhumed 
the  body  of  General  Ketchum  or  not?  He 
would  have  been  compelled  to  trust  to  Drs. 
Williams,  Miles  and  Chew  to  identify  the 
body !  Could  he  then  not  accept  their  state- 

ment of  the  identity,  even  though  he  re- 
mained in  Annapolis?  We  identified  the 

body,  because  we  recognized  General 
Ketchum.  What  difference  did  it  make, 
then,  whether  Professor  Reese  was  present 
or  not?  Does  he  mean  to  insinuate  that  we 
would  insert  tartar  emetic  into  the  viscera, 
and  that  he  must  be  present  to  prevent  the 
fraud !  But  again :  We  went  to  Washington 
under  the  orders  of  the  State— which  we 
were  bound  to  obey — and  thus  gave  the 
highest  possible  proof  of  our  conviction  of 
the  truth  of  the  position  we  had  assumed 
in  that  trial.  The  State  did  not  send  us  be- 

cause it  saw  "its  case  completely  failing  by 
the  breaking  down  of  the  evidence  of  Pro- 

fessor Aikin!"  On  the  contrary,  it  sent  us 
because  it  believed  the  testimony  of  Professor 
Aikin,  and  felt  assured  that  it  would  dis- 

cover tartar  emetic  "  in  the  liver  and  other 
viscera"  of  General  Ketchum. 
The  State  was  fully  convinced  that  Prof. 

Aikin  had  found  tartar  emetic  in  the 

General's  stomach,  and  it  wanted  to  show 
that  that  tartar  emetic  had  been  absorbed, 
and  was  unmistakably  the  cause  of  death. 
Before  we  left  for  Washington  it  was  fully 
determined  that  the  results  of  the  examina- 

tion we  were  then  about  to  make  should  be 
reported  to  the  Court,  whether  we  found  the 
tartar  emetic  or  not. 

It  was  agreed  in  advance  that  the  defence 
should  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  failure  to 
discover  the  poison.  The  State  certainly 
assumed  a  position  that  might  have  secured 

the  immediate  acquittal  of  "  the  accused." 
For  no  one  can  doubt  that  a  failure  to  dis- 

cover poison  in  the  viscera  would  at  once 

have  acquitted  "the  accused." 
The  State  must  have  felt  fully  assured  of 

its  ground  before  it  would  have  assumed 

such  a  position,  and  therefore  it  sent  "  Drs. 
Williams,  Miles  and  Chew,"  not  because 
Prof.  Aikin's  testimony  had  "  broken 
down,"  but  because  it  was  convinced  that 
Gen.  Ketchum  had  died  from  tartar  emetic. 

Can  any  one  see  how  such  a  "  procedure  on 
the  part  of  the  State  was  unfair  to  the 
accused,  to  her  counsel,  and  to  the  cause  of 
justice?"      .  , 

The  "cause  of  justice"  required  the  truth 
should  be  established  !  The  "  cause  of  justice" 
demanded  to  know  whether  General  Ket- 

chum had  died  from  poison  or  not. 
The  "  cause  of  justice"  demanded  that  it 

should  be  proved  that  tartar  emetic  was  not 
only  found  in  the  stomach  of  Gen.  Ketchum 
but  that  it  was  also  absorbed  into  the  organs 
and  tissues  of  his  body,  before  it  could 
admit  that  he  had  died  from  that  poison. 
Feeling  assured  that  such  was  the  fact,  the 
State  assumed  the  responsibility  and  ordered 
the  investigation.  The  result  was  that  tartar 
emetic  was  found  in  the  viscera  of  General 
Ketchum. 
Again.  The  State  is  under  no  obligation 

to  invite  any  of  the  experts  or  friends  of  an 
"  accused"  to  be  present  at  the  investigation 
for  proof  of  guilt.  On  the  contrary  such  a 

course  would  only  be  affording  an  ' '  accused' ' 
facilities  for  effecting  its  escape.  The  State  is 
under  no  obligation  to  furnish  material  out 
of  which  an  "accused"  may  manufacture 
its  defence ! 

In  this  particular  case  the  defence  has  not 

the  slightest  ground  for  complaining  of  "  un- 
fairness." Long  before  the  trial  took  place 

the  counsel  for  the  defence  knew  that  they 
would  claim  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  and  pro- 

perly so,  too,  if  the  State  failed  to  prove  the 
absorption  of  the  tartar  emetic. 

If  they  were  as  confident  as  they  professed 
to  be,  that  General  Ketchum  did  not  die  of 
tartar  emetic,  or  of  any  other  poison,  why 
did  they  not  exhume  his  body,  and  show 
that  no  such  absorption  had  taken  place? 
Does  the  defence  say  that  it  had  no  power  to 
exhume  the  body  ?   Why  did  it  not  apply 
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to  the  Court  for  the  power?  Can  any  one 
doubt  the  result  of  such  an  application? 
The  Court  would  be  bound  to  grant  the  re- 

quest! The  defence  had  six  months  in 
which  to  make  the  inquiry.  Was  it  afraid 
to  make  it  ? 
Certainly  the  defence  has  no  right  to 

question  the  propriety  of  such  an  investiga- 
tion upon  the  part  of  the  State.  The  State 

had  not  closed  its  testimony,  and  it  had  the 
right,  both  legal  and  moral,  to  avail  itself  of 
every  opportunity  of  developing  the  truth. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  leave  nothing 
undone  that  could  clear  up  the  mysteries 
enshrouding  this  case. 

It  seems  clear  from  what  has  been  said 
that  Prof.  Reese  has  departed  very  far  from 
the  bounds  of  propriety  when  he  thus  un- 

dertakes to  assail  the  character  and  impugn 
the  motives  of  the  witnesses  for  the  State. 
It  has  been  a  painful  duty  for  me  to  expose 
the  spirit  which  animates  his  "review." 
Most  gladly  would  I  have  been  relieved  of 
the  necessity  for  such  an  exposure.  But 
justice  to  myself  and  to  Drs.  Chew  and  Miles 
demands  that  some  reply  should  be  made  to 
the  very  serious  and  unwarrantable  charges 
that  Prof.  Reese  has  seen  fit  to  make  against 
us. 

Most  willingly  would  I  stop  here,  but  the 
medical  and  chemical  testimony  for  the  State 
has  been  so  perverted  by  Prof.  Reese  that  it 
becomes  an  imperative  duty  to  refer  to  that 
testimony  in  order  to  protect  the  interests  of 
truth  and  of  science ! 

I  will  now  very  briefly  examine  the  medi- 
cal testimony,  and  will  follow  the  order  pur- 

sued by  Prof.  Reese. 
I  have  already  noticed  many  perversions 

of  my  own  testimony,  and  would  like  to  call 
attention  to  many  others,  but  I  have  con- 

sumed so  much  time  that  I  must  hurry  on 
to  notice  the  injustice  done  to  the  other 
medical  witnesses  for  the  State.  Before 
doing  so,  however,  I  will  refer  to  one  or  two 
glaring  misrepresentations,  where  the  only 
object  seems  to  be  to  excite  ridicule.  For 
example,  on  page  334  he  says,  "  At  one  time 
his  (my)  impression  was  that  he  had  con- 

gestion of  the  brain,  threatening  apoplexy, 
then,  '  dismissing  this  idea  he  feared  para- 

lysis.'" The  italicised  sentence  was  never 
used  by  me,  it  is  simply  a  mistake  of  the  re- 

porter. Then  again,  when  informed  of  the 
discovery  of  the  laudanum  vial  the  pre- 

ceding evening,  I  "entertained  the  impres- 
sion of  'opium  poisoning,  though  not  to  a 

dangerous  extent,'  but  subsequently  rejected 
this  idea  on  account  of  the  natural  size  of 

the  pupils,  and  their  insensibility  to  light.11 
I  never  at  any  time  entertained  the  idea  of 
opium  poisoning.  I  stated  that  Mrs.  Whar- 

ton suggested  it,  but  I  did  not  suspect  it,  be- 
cause there  were  no  symptoms  of  opium 

poisoning  present. 
Again  on  page  336,  he  makes  me  say  that 

"  tartar  emetic  was  more  soluble  in  tea  than 
in  water."  For  reasons  best  known  to  Prof. 
Reese  he  suppresses  the  very  importan  t  sen- 

tence, "  if  the  tea  be  hot,  because  hot  water 
dissolves  tartar  emetic  more  freely  than  cold 
water."  He  further  represents  me  as  say- 

ing that  I  "had  failed  to  discover  in  the 
lungs,  brain,  heart  or  liver  any  evidence  of 
death  from  other  than  natural  causes." 
This  is  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  I  said. 
Equally  Unfair  is  his  report  of  other  wit- 
nesses. 

Prof.  Chew  and  Prof.  Miles  each  state 
•that  had  they  known  nothing  of  General 
Ketchum's  case  except  from  the  symptoms, 
as  detailed  by  Dr.  Williams,  they  might  be 
at  a  loss  to  assign  a  cause  of  death. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  they  had  witnessed 

the  post-mortem  alone,  and  had  known 
nothing  of  his  symptoms  during  life,  they 
would  equally  have  been  at  a  loss  to  assign 
a  cause  of  death.  But  when  they  combined 
the  history  of  the  symptoms  with  the  post- 

mortem appearances,  they  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  General  Ketchum  "  did  not 
die  from  natural  causes."  Prof.  Reese  then 
asks  if  this  is  "a  logical  conclusion?" 
Certainly  it  is !  It  is  perfectly  comprehensi- 

ble. Indeed  we  daily  see  illustrations  of  it, 
that  there  are  many  diseases  where  we 
would  be  totally  at  a  loss  to  determine  the 
cause  of  death,  if  we  w^ere  confined  either 
to  .  the  history  of  the  case  alone,  or  to  the 
post-mortem  alone,  but  the  case  is  immedi- 

ately explained  by  a  combination  of  these 
means  of  investigation. 
Then  again,  Prof.  Donaldson  is  made  to 

say  "that  the  absence  of  the  character- 
istic postmortem  lesions  precluded  the  idea 

of  death  from  cerebo-spinal  meningitis." 
The  truth  is,  Prof.  Donaldson  said  "  that  the 
preceding  history  of  the  case,  and  the 
absence  of  the  characteristic  lesions,"  etc. 
Why  does  Prof.  Reese  suppress  the  impor- 

tant reference  to  "  ttie  history  of  the  case?" 
Then  again  (on  page  337)  Prof.  Reese 

says,  "among  the  symptoms  referred  to  by 
the  witness  (Prof.  Donaldson)  no  mention 
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is  made  of  the  most  prominent  ones  of 
tartar  emetic  poisoning,  viz:  vomiting, 
purging,  extreme  relaxation  and  increase  of 
the  urinary  secretion."  If  Prof.  Eeese  had 
referred  to  page  56  of  Gazette's  Report,  he 
would  not  have  made  so  serious  a  blunder. 
For  there  he  will  find  all  these  symptoms 
enumerated  by  Prof.  Donaldson. 
Then  again,  referring  to  the  omission  of 

the  "vomiting,  purging,"  etc.,  Prof.  Reese 
adds  u  all  these  were  absent  in  General 
Ketchum's  case !"  Does  the  Professor  forget 
the  testimony  in  reference  to  the  vomiting 
and  purging  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  night? 
Does  he  forget  the  violent  vomiting  of  Mon- 

day and  Tuesday  afternoons? 
With  these  facts  in  evidence  before  him 

(and  quoted  in  Gazette's  Report)  how  can 
he  say  that  they  were  all  absent  in  General 
Ketchum's  case? 

Moreover,  why  does  Prof.  Reese  represent 
Dr.  N.  R.  Smith  as  a  Professor  in  the  Uni- 

versity of  Maryland,  when  he  stated  under 
oath  that  he  was  not  connected  with  that  in- 

stitution ? 
But  let  us  leave  these  unpleasant  and 

unprofessional  personalities,  and  briefly  ex- 
amine the  scientific  aspects  of  the  trial. 

(To  be  Continued.) 

REFLEX  PARALYSIS— A  CASE  PRO- 
DUCED BY  MECHANICAL  INJU- 

RIES. 

By  F.  A.  Simmons,  M.  D., 
Of  Rochester,  Mo. 

Cases  have  been  met  with  and  recorded  by 
medical  men,  of  paralysis,  which  the  amount 
of  disease  present  in  the  nervous  centers  or 
coverings  in  post-mortem  examinations  did 
not  satisfactorily  account  for,  but  which 
were  associated  with  injuries  and  diseases  of 
organs  remote,  and  not  immediately  contigu- 

ous to  the  spinal  marrow  or  the  medulla  ob- 
longata. 

These  cases,  I  believe,  are  now  generally 
regarded  by  writers  as  cases  of  reflex  paraly- 

sis. Dr.  Brown-Sequard  was  the  first  to  use 
this  term  in  his  Lectures  on  the  "Diagnosis 
and  Treatment  of  the  Principal  Forms  of 
Paralysis  of  the  Lower  Extremities,"  in  1861 ; 
and  Dr.  Jaccoud,  in  1864,  after  objecting  to 
this  term,  proposed  to  name  this  variety  of 

palsy  1 1  paralysis  from  peri  pheral  irritation  ;" 
and  Dr.  Handfield  Jones,  in  the  same  year, 

employs  the  term  "  inhibitory  paralysis  " -in 
his  "  Clinical  Observations  on  Functional 

Nervous  Diseases."  Mr.  Stanley,  in  1834, 
records  cases  of  paraplegia  in  which  no 
morbid  lesions  could  be  detected  in  the  cere- 

brospinal axis,  but  where  gonorrhoea,  or  dis- 
eases of  the  bladder,  or  renal  affections  had 

existed.  Romberg,  Graves,  Rayer,  Spencer^ 
Wells,  and  many  others,  from  time  to  time, 
have  recorded  similar  cases,  showing  that 
paralysis  of  remote  parts  may  be  associated 
with,  and  follow  as  an  effect  of  renal  dis- 

ease, disease  of  the  uterus,  dysmenorrhea, 
metritis,  irritation  from  worms,  teething, 
carious  teeth,  etc.  If  you  scratch  a  pimple^ 
the  itching  sensation  is  thrown  to  other  and 
distant  points,  a  homely  but  forcible  illus- 

tration of  the  principles  now  under  conside- 
ration. 

But  it  is  now  my  desire  to  briefly  call  at- 
tention to  a  variety  of  reflex  palsy  first 

spoken  of  by  Drs.  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  George 
R.  Moorhouse,  and  W.  W.  Keen,  of  Phila- 

delphia, in  1884,  which  results  suddenly 
from  mechanical  injuries,  particularly  gun- 

shot wounds:  "for  example:  a  wound  in- 
volving the"  muscles  of  the  right  thigh,  fol- 

lowed by  reflected  paralysis  of  the  right  arm 
and  left  leg;  a  wound  of  the  right  thigh,  caus- 

ing paralysis  of  the  right  arm  ;  a  wound  of 
the  right  testicle,  followed  by  paralysis  of 
the  right  anterior  tibial  muscle  and  peroneus 
longus  ;  a  wound  of  the  external  part  of  the 
left  thigh,  producing  anaesthesia  and  anal- 

gesia of  a  corresponding  part  of  the  right 
thigh ;  a  wound  of  the  right  thigh,  probably 
involving  the  crural  nerve,  in  which  there 

was  motor  paralysis  of  the  right  arm."  More 
examples  might  be  given,  and  cases  farther 
cited,  but  I  deem  those  above  quoted  sufii- 
cient  for  illustration,  and  will  give  but  one 
other  example  that  came  under  my  observa- 

tion and  care.  Last  fall,  a  German,  forty-five 
years  of  age,  fell  from  a  loaded  wagon  ;  the 
wheel  ran  over  his  right  leg,  producing  a 
very  severe  compound  comminuted  fracture, 
contusing  and  fearfully  injuring  the  soft 
parts.  Profuse  suppuration  came  on,  gan- 

grene was  strongly  threatened,  but  eventu- 
ally the  wound  healed.  The  man  walked, 

but  suddenly  on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1872, 
some  six  months  or  more  from  receipt  of  in- 

jury, paralysis  of  the  right  arm  manifested 
itself,  especially  affecting  the  deltoid  and 
extensor  muscles,  but  not  involving  the  use 
of  the  flexor  muscles.  By  placing  the  palm 
of  the  hand  flat  upon  a  table  he  could  not 
raise  it;  by  turning  it  over  he  could,  with 
ease.    Now,  May  the  20th,  he  has  almost  en- 
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tirely  recovered  the  use  of  his  arm,  thus,  by 
another  example,  supporting  the  remarks 
of  prognosis  made  by  Mitchell,  Moorhouse 
and  Keen  :  "  That  however  greaf;  the  lesion 
of  motion  or  sensation  at  first,  in  all  cases  it 
grows  better  early  in  the  case,  and  continues 
to  improve  until  the  part  has  nearly  recov- 

ered all  its  normal  powers ;  but  in  nearly  all 
some  relic  of  paralysis  remains,  even  after 
eighteen  months  or  more  from  date  of  wound- 

ing." They  further  remark  that,  "In  some 
the  part  continues  weak,  in  others  there  is 
still  some  slight  loss  of  sensibility,  and  in 
others  there  persists  considerable  loss  of 
power  and  sensory  appreciation.  In  a  case 
of  reflex  paralysis  from  a  wound,  we  have, 
therefore,  some  right  to  expect  that  the  pa- 

tient will  rapidly  recover  up  to  a  certain 
point,  but  that  in  most  cases  a  small  amount 
of  loss  of  power  and  sensation  may  be  left." 
I  have  thus  lengthily  made  the  quotations 
above,  because  deemed  so  very  applicable  to 
the  case  cited,  and  hope  they  may  be  of  inter- 

est, especially  to  those  that  may,  perchance, 
have  similar  ones. 

Medical  Societies. 

THE  SUMTER  CO.,  ALA.,  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

The  Sumter  County  Medical  Society  held 

its  semi-annual  meeting  in  Livingston,  on 
Tuesday,  May  7th,  1872. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Sholl,  president,  presided. 
After  the  general  business  of  the  Society 
was  transacted,  Dr.  R.  D.  Webb  read  an 

essay  on  "  Healing  Wounds  by  First  Inten- 
tion." The  objects  aimed  at  were  the  entire 

exclusion  of  water  and  air  from  the  wounded 
surface.  This  was  accomplished  by  gently 
wiping  off  the  blood  with  a  piece  of  dry 
lint,  and  after  hemorrhage  had  ceased  bring- 

ing the  parts  into  exact  juxtaposition,  and 
covering  the  entire  wound  with  one  or  two 
thicknesses  of  lint,  saturated  with  copal 
varnish  2  parts,  glycerine  1  part ;  to  which 
is  added  five  grains  of  carbolic  acid  to  the 

f^."  In  large  wounds  cotton  batting  is placed  over  this,  and  a  muslin  roller  passed 
over  the  batting  to  keep  it  secure.  The  dress- 

ing is  not  disturbed  for  ten  or  twelve  days. 
Two  cases  of  amputation  of  thigh  were  re- 

ported as  dressed  in  this  manner.  Healing 

was  by  first  intention  in  both,  except  at  the 
the  lower  point  of  flap,  where  the  ligatures 
were  brought  out.  Only  slight  suppuration 
at  this  point.  One  of  them  required  only 
two  dressings,  the  other  three,  before  the 
patients  were  up  and  on  crutches. 
A  thumb,  entirely  mashed  off,  except  a 

piece  of  skin  3-16ths  of  an  inch  broad  on 
anterior  aspect,  also  reported,  with  complete 
union  at  a  single  dressing.  This  case  pre- 

sented the  unique  circumstance  of  complete 
sensation,  both  tactile  and  general,  in  the 
severed  part  at  the  removal  of  the  first 
dressing  ten  days  after  injury.  ITence  he 
argued  a  union  of  the  nervous  filaments  so 
complete  as  to  transmit  the  nervous  influ- 

ence, since  time  had  not  elapsed  for  a  pro- 
jection of  new  filaments  into  the  part  (While 

writing  this  sentence  the  patient  has  acci- 
dentally come  into  my  office.  He  assures 

me  that  he  can  detect  no  difference  in  sensa- 
tions in  the  two  thumbs.  The  injury  was 

received  ten  months  ago.) 

Dr.  Sholl  reported  several  cases  of  "  Neu- 
ralgia of  the  Ovary,"  and  his  experience  in 

the  "  Use  of  Ipecacuanha  in  the  Treatment 
of  Dysentery  and  Typhoid  Fever."  A 
synopsis  of  these  subjects  had  been  already 
given  by  him  through  the  Reporter. 

He  also  related  a  case  of  "Secondary 
Shock"  coming  on  more  than  an  hour  after 
the  injury,  which  nearly  resulted  in  the  death 
of  the  patient.  The  collapsed  condition  was 
relieved  by  the  hypodermic  use  of  morphia 
and  stimulants.  The  patient  had  ridden  four 
or  five  miles  in  a  sitting  posture  after  the 
receipt  of  injury,  previous  to  the  collapsed 
condition.  There  was  no  hemorrhage,  the 
injury  being  a  contusion  of  the  abdomen  by 
a  fall. 
The  efficiency  of  "Meat  Extracts"  as  a 

nourishment  for  the  sick  was  discussed,  and 
serious  doubts  of  their  nutritious  properties 
expressed  by  several  members. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed 
to  write  essays  for  the  next  meeting : — 

Dr.  M.  C.  Kinnard— Relation  between 
Physicians  and  Druggists. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Godfrey— Proper  Standard  of 
Medical  Education. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Johnston — Naevi  Materni. 

Dr.  R.  D.  Webb— Therapeutic  Action  of 
Mineral  Acids. 

Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Livingston, 

Oct.  29,  1872.  •  R.  D.  Webb,  Sec'y. 
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Editorial  Department, 

Periscope. 

On  Premature  Rupture  of  the  Membranes. 

Dr.  J.  Thoebukn,  of  Manchester,  Lectu- 
rer on  Midwifery  in  the  Royal  School  of 

Medicine,  writes  to  the  British  Medical 
Journal: — The  question  as  to  whether  the 
true  amniotic  fluid  may  largely  escape,  and 
yet  gestation  be  continued  for  any  consider- 

able time,  is  not  one  of  opinion  but  of  fact. 
No  consideration  of  probabilities  can  mate- 

rially affect  it ;  and  I  submit,  also,  that  no 
amount  of  negative  experience  can  do  more 
than  increase  the  negative  probabilities, 
while  any  authoritative  statement  of  indis- 

putable facts  in  the  affirmative  is  conclusive. 
Such  facts  have  occurred  to  me,  and  I  believe 
that  a  careful  search  would  elicit  numerous 
others  detailed  by  authors  of  much  higher 
weight  than  myself.  I  turn  to  the  only  ob- 

stetrical work  at  the  moment  within  my 
reach,  Elliot's  admirable  Obstetric  Clinic* 
and  I  find  at  page  179  a  case  of  induction  of 
premature  labor  where,  after  the  rupture  of 
the  membranes,  gestation  continued  for 
twTelve  days,  in  spite  of  the  constant  use  of 
the  douche,  sponge-tent,  galvanism,  catheter- 
introduction  for  fifteen  hours,  etc.  Further 
on  he  mentions  a  ca&e  where  the  amniotic 
fluid  dribbled  for  seven  weeks ;  and  at  page 
193  he  states  that  he  has  occasionally  met 
with  this  gradual  discharge  continuing  for 
one,  two,  and  three  months,  although  he,  of 
course,  admits  that  it  is  a  general  law  that 
uterine  contractions  supervene  upon  even 
the  partial  escape  of  the  waters.  Those  who 
can  persuade  themselves  that  such  an  acute 
observer  as  Dr.  Elliot  could  be  deceived  as 
to  the  phenomena  which  he  has  witnessed, 
will  probably  attach  but  little  importance  to 
my  relation  of  facts  ;  but,  as  skeptics  of  the 
kind  must  be  rare,  I  proceed  to  narrate,  very 
briefly,  three  cases  bearing  on  the  question 
at  issue. 

Case  I.— -In  1856  I  attended  a  lady  in  her 
seventh  confinement.  Labor  for.merly  had 
been  always  quick  and  easy;  so  it  was  in 
this  case  up  to  the  completion  of  the  first 
stage.  The  os  was  well  dilated,  the  mem- 

branes were  ruptured,  and  the  hairy  scalp 
presented.  There  the  matter  ended,  how- 

ever. I  had  prophesied  a  speedy  termination, 
and,  not  being  then  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  difference  between  meddling  and  mud- 

dling as  I  now  hope  I  am,  I  waited  till  tired 
nature  could  endure  no  longer,  and  went 
home  to  bed.  Next  day,  and  the  next,  mat- 

ters were  unchanged.  The  patient  got  up 
and  moved  about  her  room,  although  it 
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seemed  as  if  one  good  expulsive  pain  might 
complete  the  process.  Not  until  the  tenth 
day  was  there  any  recurrence  of  pain,  when 
a  living  child  was  born,  before  even  a  mes- 

senger could  be  despatched  for  me.  Every 
other  point  was  normal. 

Case  II  was  of  a  precisely  similar  charac- 
ter. It  occurred  six  years  later,  and  the  pa- 
tient was,  oddly  enough,  also  in  her  seventh 

labor.  Here  I  allowed  matters  to  go  on  na- 
turally, with  my  eyes  open,  and  as  a  matter 

of  scientific  curiosity.  The  result  was  abso- 
lutely similar,  with  the  exception  that  in 

this  case  twelve  days  intervened  between 
the  full  completion  of  the  first  stage  and  the 
sudden  delivery  of  a  living  child.  I  have 
not  met  with  another  case  where  nature  has 
attempted  this  freak,  and  if  I  did,  I  should 
probably  not  fall  in  with  her  dilatory  pro- ceedings. 

Case  III  was  of  quite  a  different  kind.  In 
June,  1868,  I  was  asked  to  see  a  lady  in  the 
end  of  the  seventh  month  of  her  first  preg- 

nancy. She  suffered  so  much  from  sickness 
and  consequent  exhaustion,  that  I  felt  com- 

pelled to  recommend  the  induction  of  pre- 
mature labor.  This  I  endeavored  to  bring 

on  by  the  introduction  of  a  catheter  between 
the  uterus  and  membranes.  In  attempting 
to  do  so,  I  accidentally  ruptured  the  mem- branes a  few  inches  above  the  os  uteri.  A 
very  large  quantity  of  fluid  escaped,  and  the 
uterus,  which  had  formerly  ̂ been  large  for 
the  period,  collapsed  and  hardened.  From 
that  time  the  sickness  ceased,  and,  though 
there'was  frequent  dribbling  of  fluid,  there were  no  other  signs  of  labor.  The  patient 
went  on  for  six  weeks,  and  w7as  then  easily 
and  rather  quickly  delivered  of  a  living 
child,  which,  however,  survived  only  a  few 
hours.  From  its  appearance,  I  fancied  that 
the  date  of  pregnancy  had  been  somewhat 
miscalculated.  From  the  time  of  the  rup- 

ture of  the  membranes  and  cessation  of  sick- 
ness I  made  no  further  attempt  to  follow  up 

the  induction  of  labor. 
These  three  cases  alone  seem  to  me  to 

settle  positively  and  affirmatively  the  ques- 
tion at  issue.  They  prove  indisputably  that, 

after  the  escape  of  all  or  nearly  all  the  liquor 
amnii,  and  the  actual  uncovering  of  the 
lower  segment  of  the  foetus,  labor  may  be 
delayed  lor  at  least  twelve  days  without  in- 

jury to  mother  or  child.  Can  any  one  affirm 
that  twelve  days  is  the  physiological  limit? 
They  also  pi  ove  that  the  membranes  may  be 
even  artificially  ruptured,  a  very  large  quan- 

tity of  fluid  escape,  and  labor  not  supervene 
for  six  weeks,  the  phenomena  being  highly 
advantageous  to  the  mother,  and  apparently 
not  detrimental  to  the  child.  No  one  can 
dispute  that  the  general  law  is  otherwise, 
and  the  rarity  of  such  exceptions  as  I  have 
narrated  only  tends  to  further  its  proof. 
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Kerosene  Oil  in  Chronic  Rheumatism. 

W.  G.  Kemp,  L.  R.  C.  P.  London,  M.  R. 
C.  >S.  England,  Wellington,  New  Zealand, 
writes  to  the  British  Medical  Journal:— 
Several  cases  have  lately  come  under  my  no- 

tice in  which  the  internal  administration  of 
kerosene  has  had  the  most  decided  and 
marked  effect  in  chronic  rheumatism.  I 
am  at  a  loss  how  to  explain  its  action  ;  but 
the  fact  that  it  has  completely  cured  several 
cases  will  be  seen  from  the  following  ex- 
tracts. 

Case  I.— J.  H.,  aged  46,  sailor,  had  suffered 
from  chronic  rheumatism  for  twenty  years. 
He  never  had  an  acute  attack.  He  used  to 
have  agonizing  twinges  in  his  feet  and  legs ; 
he  compared  the  pain  to  that  which  would 
be  produced  by  the  skin  being  seized  with  a 
pair  of  tweezers  and  forcibly  pulled.  The 
attacks  would  come  on  about  every  ten 
minutes,  and  often  last  for  three  or  four  days 
and  nights.  He  had  been  under  medical 
treatment  many  times,  but  had  never  had 
more  than  temporary  relief.  He  began  to 
feel  the  interval  between  the  attacks 
lengthen  in  six  weeks  after  commencing 
kerosene;  and  in  less  than  three  months 
the  pains  had  entirely  left  him.  After  dis- 

continuing it  for  some  time,  the  pain  re- 
turned slightly,  but  was  always  cured  by 

taking  two  or  three  doses.  A  teaspoonful 
was  taken  in  a  wineglassful  of  water  every 
other  night.  The  kerosene  produced  no  un- 

pleasant symptoms,  no  loss  of  appetite,  no 
effect  upon  the  bowels  or  kidneys. 

Case  II. — D.  W.,  aged  50,  a  gardener,  had 
suffered  from  chronic  rheumatism  for  twenty 
years,  being  affected  in  different  parts  of  his 
body  at  different  times.  About  two  years 
ago  he  had  a  severe  attack  in  his  back  and 
limbs.  He  received  no  benefit  from  medical 
treatment.  After  taking  kerosene  for  ten 
days  he  began  to  feei  great  relief,  and  in  less 
than  a  month  was  sufficiently  cured  to  re- 

sume his  occupation.  Pie  has  never  had  any 
attack  since.  No  unpleasant  symptoms  arose 
from  taking  it ;  there  was  no  effect  upon  the 
bowels  or  kidneys.  The  odor  of  the  kerosene 
was  perceptible  in  the  urine. 

Case  III. — P.  A.  D.,  aged«50,  a  sailor,  had 
suffered  from  chronic  rheumatism  for  four 
years,  being  affected  chiefly  in  the  legs, 
arms,  and  back.  He  had  great  difficulty  in 
rising  up  and  sitting  down.  He  received  no 
relief  or  benefit  from  medical  treatment; 
the  symptoms  always  returned  after  leaving 
it  off.  He  began  to  feel  great  relief  after 
taking  kerosene  for  about  a  month,  and  was 
sufficiently  well  in  three  months  to  leave  it 
off.  He  was  obliged  to  commence  taking  it 
again  a  few  months  afterwards,  as  he  found 
the  pains  returning.  No  unpleasant  symp- 

toms arose  from  taking  it.  The  odor  was 
perceptible  in  the  perspiration.  The  good 
effects  were  not  so  apparent  in  this  ease, 
owing  to  the  patient  being  of  a  thoroughly 
broken-down  constitution,  and  in  reduced 
circumstances,  so  that  he  was  unable  to  take 
as  much  care  of  himself  as  was  necessary. 

He,  however,  found  more  relief  from  the 
kerosene  than  from  anything  else,  and  does 
so  up  to  the  present  time. 

Case  IV.— J.  W.,  aged  35,  a  grocer,  had 
suffered  from  constant  pains  in  his  back  and 
legs  for  twelve  months,  frequently  being 
obliged  to  stay  from  work  for  several  days 
together.  For  the  last  two  months  he  had 
not  been  able  to  stoop  down  to  tie  his  shoes. 
He  received  no  permanent  benefit  from  me- 

dical treatment.  After  taking  three  doses  of 
kerosene  he  felt  considerable  relief,  and  is 
now,  after  taking  it  for  a  fortnight,  able  to 
walk  with  very  little  pain,  and  can  stoop 
with  ease.  The  kerosene  caused  slight  di- 

aphoresis, and  acted  as  a  stimulant  and 
tonic.  He  says  that  he  felt  exhilarated  after 
each  time  of  taking  it,  and  had  more  desire 
for  food. 

Case  V.— Mrs.  B.,  aged  56,  suffered  from 
rheumatism  in  the  arms  and  hands  for  a 
number  of  years.  She  had  been  under  medi- 

cal treatment  several  times,  but  never  was 
cured.  She  took  kerosene  for  less  than  a 
month,  and  was  materially  benefited,  and  in 
about  three  months  was  perfectly  well.  She 
occasionally  feels  some  return  of  pain;  and 
after  one  or  two  doses  of  the  oil  it  again 
leaves.  She  speaks  of  a  decided  tonic  effect 
upon  the  system,  becoming  stronger  and 
better  after  taking  it. 

Case  VI.— Mrs.  C,  aged  32,  had  suffered 
from  rheumatism  for  about  six  years,  chiefly  ■ 
in  her  hands,  being  often  obliged  to  do  no 
work  for  days  together.  She  had  generally 
been  obliged  to  go  to  the  north  of  New  Zea- 

land during  the  winter..  Medical  treatment 
was  of  no  avail.  She  took  kerosene  for 
about  six  weeks,  and,  being  decidedly  better, 
left  it  off.  The  pains  returned  after  a  few 
months;  and,  after  taking  a  few  doses  of 
kerosene,  she  "  turned  against  it  so"  that  she refused  to  take  any  more.  She  became  worse, 
however,  and  took  it  again.  After  a  short 
time  she  felt  decidedly  relieved,  though  she 
is  at  times  liable  to  a  return  of  the  pains. 
There  is  another  case,  the  particulars  of 

which  I  am  unable  to  get,  owing  to  the 
patient  having  left  for  another  province. 
Although  kerosene  cannot  be  called  a  spe- 

cific for  rheumatism,  I  think  that  the  cases 
here  cited  are  quite  sufficient  to  induce 
medical  men  to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  I  am  un- 

able to  find  any  unpleasant  symptom  caused 
by  taking  kerosene.  The  great  objections 
with  many  people  to  taking  it  are  the  un- 

pleasant taste  and  smell.  Some  have  taken 
it  in  water  or  milk  ;  but  I  have  lately  heard 
a  patient  say  he  could  take  it  best  with  salt; 
a  pinch  of  salt  being  put  into  the  mouth  and 
allowed  to  dissolve,  and  the  oil  then  swal- 

lowed, mixed  with  about  its  bulk  of  water. 
I  am  not  aware  of  the  remedy  having  ever 
been  used  internally  ;  but  I  trust  some  medi- 

cal men  will  be  found  who  will  give  it  a 
trial,  and  record  the  results  of  their  cases.^ 
Externally,  it  is  of  great  use  in  cases  of 
burns,  whether  severe  or  slight ;  it  seems  to 
relieve  pain  more  than  any  other  applica- 

tion, especially  if  resorted  to  as  soon  as  the 
injury  is  received.   I  have  known  cases  of 



488 
Periscope. 

[Vol.  xxvi. 

severe  burn  to  heal  up  rapidly  under  its  use 
alone. 

The  Agency  of  the  Mind  in  Disease. 
Dr.  Flint  says,  in  a  late  number  of  the 

American  Practitioner :  —  Among  those 
whose  work  may  be  distinguished  as  brain- 
craft,  they  who  suffer  from  the  mental 
causes  of  disease  are  not  the  close  students, 
the  industrious  authors,  and  the  laborious 
lawyers,  clergymen  and  physicians,  in  so 
large  a  proportion  as  men  of  business,  specu- 

lators, and  politicians.  It  is  not  the  amount 
of  intellectual  work  so  much  as  the  constant 
tension  from  anxiety  and  suspense,  the  al- 

ternations of  undue  "exultation  and  despon- dency occasioned  by  the  so-called  caprices  of 
fortune,  and  persistent  over-excitement, 
which  constitute  morbific  agencies  of  mental 
origin. 

I  will  venture  another  statement,  which, 
as  I  believe,  observation  will  verify,  namely, 
the  calamities  of  life  which,  by  way  of  dis- 

tinction, we  may  call  providential,  are  far 
less  likely  to  prove  morbific  than  emotional 
disturbances  incident  to  a  disordered  imagi- 

nation, irregularities  of  life,  and  unrestricted 
passions.  By  the  term  providential  calami- 

ties I  mean  those  which  are  in  a  great  mea- 
sure beyond  human  control,  and  therefore 

appear  to  occur  more  especially  in  the  order 
of  Providence  ;  such  as  the  death  of  relatives 
and  friends,  the  loss  of  property  by  events 
which  could  not  be  foreseen  nor  provided 
against,  and  deformities  or  maiming  by  dis- 

ease or  injuries.  Both  mind  and  body  tole- 
rate such  calamities  much  better  than  those 

for  which  the  responsibility  rests  with  man 
rather  than  with  God. 
Physicians,  sanitarians,  and  moralists 

have  of  late  had  much  to  say  respecting  the 
evils  of  over-exertion  of  the  intellect  and  of 
mental  strain;  and  there  has  been  much 
occasion  for  speaking  of  these  sources  of 
injury  to  mind  and  body  in  our  country, 
especially  during  the  past  few  years.  But 
there  is  another  aspect  of  the  etiology  of 
morbid  mental  conditions  concerning  which 
much  less  has  been  said,  namely,  deficient 
exercise  of  the  intellectual  powers,  or  insuf- 

ficient activity  of  the  mind,  as  a  source  of 
morbific  agencies.  Observation  will,  I  think, 
show  that  evils  of  both  body  and  mind 
originate  quite  as  often  in  a  want  of  the 
proper  action  of  the  intellectual  and  moral 
faculties  as  in  their  over  .use  or  excitation. 
Occupations  which  employ  the  intellect  are 
likely  to  prevent  inordinate  attention  to  the 
bodily  functions,  and  herein  their  influence 
is  prophylactic.  Abundant  illustrations  of 
the  evils  of  deficient  activity  of  the  mind 
are  to  be  found  among  those  who,  under  the 
delusive  expectation  of  enjoying  leisure  and 
rest,  have  relinquished  pursuits  which  in- volved an  habitual  exercise  of  the  mental 
faculties.  Let  me  cite  two  examples  from 
among  those  which  have  come  under  my 
observation. 

A  highly  intelligent,  energetic,  and  able 
merchant  acquired  a  handsome  competency 

at  about  the  age  of  thirty-five.  He  then 
began  to  be  apprehensive  concerning  his 
health.  Fancying  successively  the  existence 
of  different  diseases,  he  spent  most  of  his 
time  in  watching  for  symptoms  and  in  the 
study  of  medical  works.  At  one  time  the 
kidneys  were  the  organs  under  surveillance, 
and  he  became  an  expert  in  the  chemical 
and  microscopical  examinations  of  the  urine, 
in  order  to  investigate  daily  this  excretion 
in  his  own  case.  For  several  years  he  ex- 

emplified the  varied  phases  of  pathophobia. 
At  length  pecuniary  reverses  came  to  his 
relief,  and  it  became  necessary  for  him  to 
engage  anew  in  business.  He  did  so,  and 
from  that  time,  for  a  period  now  of  five  or 
six  years,  he  has  been  exempt  from  the 
delusions  which  had  previously  rendered 
life  a  burden  to  him. 

Cotton  "Wool  as  a  Surgical  Dressing. 
Wm.  Warren  Greene,  M.  D.,  Professor 

of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  School  of  Maine, 
writes  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 

Journal : — For  at  least  five  years  past  I  have  used 
the  cotton  wool  almost  exclusively  as  a 
dressing  for  wounds  where  I  desired  or  ex- 

pected union  by  "first  intention/7  and  for 
two  years  past  have,  to  a  great  extent,  sub- 

stituted it  tor  the  carbolic  acid  dressings  in 
the  treatment  of  abscesses  and  suppurating 
surfaces.  So  gratifying  and  satisfactory,  to 
my  own  mind,  have  been  the  results,  that  I 
am  inclined  to  make  a  simple  statement  of 
facts  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession. 

It  is  very  likely  that  the  use  of  this  article 
is  more  common  with  surgeons  than  lam 
aware,  but  that  it  is  not  extensively  em- 

ployed, except  for  burns  and  scalds,  I  infer 
from  the  absence  of  any  notice  of  it  in  the 
books  or  journals,  and  from  the  fact  that 
among  my  acquaintances  I  know  only  three 
who  had  employed  it  to  any  extent,  until  I 
brought  it  to  their  notice.  Of  these  all  had 
employed  it  for  its  elasticity  and  lightness. 

To  Prof.  Robinson,  of  this  city,  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  suggestion  of  the  employ- 

ment of  the  particular  form  which  I  find 
preferable  to  all  others,  the  "  French  wad- 

ding," which  is"  made  of  the  purest  cotton, 
is  thick,  very  soft  and  elastic,  slightly 
glazed  on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other 
presents  a  beautiful,  soft,  fleecy  surface. 
Dr.  Robinson  has  used  it  many  years  "  for 
its  lightness  and  elasticity.,"  with  . the  same 
results  as  I  have  observed  in  securing  union 
by  first  intention.  Dr.  Tewksbury,  of  this 
city,  and  Dr.  Fuller,  of  Bath,  have  both 
employed  it  for  the  same  reasons,  and  with 
the  same  results. 

Afler  quite  an  extended  observation  of  its 
merits  as  a  light,  neat,  elastic  dressing,  sim- 

ple and  easy  of  application,  and  especially 
agreeable  to  the  patient  as  compared  with 
other  appliances,  and  finding  that,  appa- 

rently, the  heaimg  process  under  its  influ- 
ence was  remarkably  rapid  and  favorable,  ifc 

occurred  to  me  that  there  must  be  some 
other  quality  operating  than  those  men- 
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tioned,  which  contributed  to  the,  sometimes, 
wonderful  results ;  and  I  had  only  to  refer 
to  the  experiments  of  Pastein  and  a  host  of 
others  upon  the  vexed  question  of  spontane- 

ous generation,  to  infer  that  its  capabilities 
of  filtering  the  air  of  all  spores  or  germs 
might,  or  even  must  be  one  of  the  main  rea- 

sons why  wounds  thus  dressed  were  so  free 
from  inflammatory  or  suppurative  action. 
With  this  view  I  have  extended  its  use  to 

the  treatment  of  abscesses  and  suppurating 
surfaces,  as  well  as  to  that  of  simple  incised 
wounds. 
In  the  case  of  ordinary  wounds,  either 

accidental  or  resulting  from  surgical  opera- 
tions, I  have,  in  the  last  five  years,  rarely 

seen  one  that  did  not  unite  by  first  intention, 
excepting,  of  course,  in  the  track  of  liga- 

tures. A  few  cases  in  illustration  will  suf- 
fice. At  my  clinic  in  the  Medical  School  of 

Maine,  last  spring,  I  amputated  the  thigh, 
at  the  middle,  by  the  circular  operation,  and 
the  wound,  dressed  with  the  simple  cotton 
compress,  united  at  every  point  by  first  in- 

tention, except  in  the  track  of  the  ligatures. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  this  excep- 

tion obtains  in  every  case.  In  ten  ovari- otomies I  have  dressed  the  abdominal 
wound  in  this  manner,  and  in  every  in- 

stance the  union  has  been  perfect  without 
any  suppuration. 

In  a  case  of  morbid  growth  (epithelioma), 
where,  with  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Wood 
and  Dana,  I  made  a  very  deep  dissection  of 
the  external  genitals  of  a  female,  removing 
a  large  amount  of  tissue,  and  leaving  a  very 
deep  and  extensive  wound,  under  the  cotton 
compress,  firmly  applied,  perfect  union  oc- 

curred, without  a  drop  of  pus,  within  the 
week.  In  the  case  of  a  mammary  tumor, 
weighing  five  pounds,  removed  in  the  pre- 

sence of  Drs.  Robinson,  Gerrish  and  others, 
the  same  result  occurred. 

I  removed  a  fatty  tumor  from  a  young 
man's  shoulder,  which  weighed  four  pounds, 
dressed  it  in  the  same  way,  and  in  four  days 
the  wound  was  entirely  healed. 

I  assisted  Dr.  Tewksbury  in  amputating 
a  thigh  at  the  junction  of  lower  and  middle 
third,  in  which  hemadetheautero-posterior 
flaps  by  transfixion,  and  dressed  with  cot- 

ton wool ;  union  by  first  intention  sealed  the 
surfaces  everywhere,  except  in  the  track  of 
the  ligatures. 

I  have  recently  made  a  series  of  seven 
plastic  operations  upon  one  patient  for  the 
restoration  of  the  nose,  lips,  and  part  of  one 
cheek,  a  case  which  most  of  the  surgeons  of 
Portland  have  seen,  and  which  I  exhibited 
to  my  class  last  spring,  and  under  the  same 
simple  dressing  every  line  of  incision,  after 
each  operation,  has  healed  by  first  inten- tion. 

I  merely  give  these  cases  as  illustrations 
of  what  is  the  result  in  my  own,  and,  so  far 
as  I  know,  in  the  practice  of  others,  who 
use  the  same  dressing.  Of  course,  under 
any  plan  of  treatment  not  positively  harm- 

ful, exceptional  results  happen  that  are 
equally  good.  But  from  what  I  may  safely 
call  an  ample  experience,  I  have  never  seen 

any  management  under  which  wounds  heal 
so  rapidly  and  with  such  freedom  from  in- 

flammation or  suppuration  as  this. 
I  feel  very  sure  that  any  surgeon,  having 

once  given  it  a  fair  trial,  selecting  a  pure, 
nice  article  of  wadding,  will  never  use  any 
other  dressing  for  simple  incised  wounds; 
and  while  I  attribute  much  to  the  lightness 
and  elasticity  of  the  material,  through  which 
we  secure,  with  comfort  to  the  patient,  equa- 

ble, elastic  pressure  over  the  entire  surface, 
I  am  inclined  to  attach  great  importance  to 
its  action  as  a  filter.  Certainly,  this  must 
be  true,  if  the  importance  of  atmospheric 
germs  as  exciting  causes  of  inflammatory 
and  suppurating  processes  is  properly  esti- 

mated by  the  profession  at  the  present  time. 
Then  why  not  carry  its  use  further,  and 

apply  it  to  the  treatment  of  abscesses  and 
suppurating  surfaces? 

I  desire  here  to  call  attention  to  a  very 
important  fact,  and  to  this  point  the  atten- 

tion of  Dr.  Gerrish,  a  most  careful  observer, 
who  was  my  assistant  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
as  well  as  my  own,  has  been  specially  di- 

rected. In  all  the  cases  of  recent  wounds 
dressed  with  cotton  ivool,  when  the  compress 
was  so  carefully  applied  as  to  exclude  air 
around  the  edges,  whether  the  wounds  were 
closed  or  open,  incised  or  lacerated,  we  have 
never  seen  a  drop  of  pas  upon  raising  the 
compress  the  first  time.  When  oozing  has 
occurred,  we  have  found  the  cotton  coated 
with  dried  blood  and  lymph,  but  no  pus. 

A  New  Method  of  Destroying  Faulty  Cilia. 
Mr.  Patrick  J.  Ha.yes,  Surgeon  to  the 

Mater  Misericord  iae  Hospital,  etc.,  gives  in 
the  Dublin  Medical  Journal,  the  following 

cases : — Case  1.  This  patient  was  a  young  country- 
man, of  strong,  though  rather  strumous 

aspect.  He  stated  that  he  was  really  of 
hardy  constitution,  and  greatly  enjoyed, 
such  exercise  as  attending  gentlemen  when 
out  shooting;  in  fact,  he  was  placed  under 
my  care  by  a  retired  military  surgeon,  who 
formed  his  acquaintance  during  the  par- 

tridge season.  The  history  given  was,  that 
for  several  years  his  eyelids  and  eyes  had 
been  weak  and  liable  to  frequent  attacks  of 
inflammation.  This  ultimately  produced 
very  marked  trichiasis  in  the  upper  lid  on 
the  right  side,  and  limited  districhiasis  of 
the  left.  The  condition  of  the  right  eyelid 
gave  rise  to  corneal  ulceration,  and  at  length 
the  patient  applied  for  relief  to  an  able  and 
well-known  surgeon  in  the  South.  This 
gentleman  at  once  removed  the  margin  and 
hair  follicles  of  the  right  lid,  with  lasting 
benefit  to  the  sufferer,  who,  however,  would 
not  submit  the  left  palpebra  to  similar  treat- 

ment, especially  as  the  faulty  cilia  were 
comparatively  few,  and  he  had  learned  to 
remove  the  most  troublesome  with  a  cilium 
forceps.  On  examination  I  found  he  had 
opacities  of  the  right  cornea,  resulting  from 
old  ulcerations ;  also  a  slight  amount  of 
symblepharon  and  blepharo-phymosis ;  but 
the  latter  conditions  did  not  produce  any 
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real  inconvenience.  The  left  eye  was  some- 
what irritated  in  consequence  of  the  back- 
ward direction  of  cilia  growing  near  the 

outer  part  of  the  upper  eyelid,  for  though 
the  patient  had  pulled  out  several  large 
hairs,  yet  some  fine  and  short  ones  often 
escaped  the  grasp  of  his  forceps. 

I  informed  the  man  that  by  a  slight  opera- 
tion I  believed  the  irritating  eyelashes 

might  be  removed,  but  that  nothing  could 
be  done  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
right  eye.  This  opinion  afforded  him  some 
consolation,  and  he  at  once  consented  to 
the  treatment  proposed.  I  desired  that  in 
the  meantime  he  should  not  remove  any  of 
the  growing  hairs,  as  they  would  guide  me 
in  adopting  measures  for  their  extirpation. 
Deeming  the  case  a  suitable  one  for  the 
operation  proposed  by  Herzenstein,  I  passed 
a  subcutaneous  ligature  from  the  palpebral 
margin,  so  as  to  enclose  the  roots  of  the 
offending  cilia;  but  the  result  was,  to  a 
certain  extent,  incomplete,  partly  because, 
in  spite  of  my  directions,  some  lashes  had 
been  extracted,  and,  therefore,  the  position 
of  their  follicles  could  not  be  ascertained 
when  the  ligature  was  being  passed,  but, 
also,  an  irregular  line  of  very  small  hairs 
existed  so  close  to  the  posterior,  or  conjunc- 

tival edge  of  the  free  margin  of  the  lid  as  to 
render  their  obliteration  by  Herzenstein's 
method  quite  impossible.  I  now  determined 
to  employ  subcutaneous  injection  of  tincture 
of  the  perchloride  of  iron,  which  I  knew 

from  experience  might  be'  so  used  as  to destroy  the  vitality  of  a  very  limited  amount 
of  tissue.  I  performed  the  operation  in  the 
following  manner :  A  Desrnarres'  entropion 
forceps  was  applied  to  the  eyelid,  and  so 
compressed  as  to  cause  arrest  of  circulation 
through  the  included  portion.  Next,  a  fine 
hypodermic  syringe,  charged  with  a  few 
drops  of  the  tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron, 
was  passed  obliquely  through  the  palpebral 
margin,  pushed  to  a  point  just  above  the 
roots  of  the  abnormal  cilia,  and  the  tincture 
slowly  injected,  as  it  were,  against  the  folli- 

cles. This  proceeding  was  repeated  in  such 
a  way  that  the  oblique  punctures  included 
the  group  of  cilia  to  be  destroyed.  After  a 
few  minutes  the  forceps  was  loosened,  the 
lashes  carefully  pulled  out,  and  the  eye 
bathed  with  cold  water.  The  patient  suf- 

fered no  inconvenience  from  the  operation 
until  the  third  day,  when  inflammatory 
swelling  of  the  lid  appeared.  This  was 
treated  with  bread  and  water  poultices, 
until  ulceration  of  the  palpebral  margin 
permitted  the  escape  of  a  narrow  slough  of 
subcutaneous  tissue,  with  complete  removal 
of  the  hair  foliicles.  The  patient  soon  left 
hospital,  expressing  great  satisfaction,  and 
stating  he  never  had  expected  to  feel  his 
eye  so  strong  and  free  from  all  irritation. 

Case  II.  My  second  patient  was  a  young 
woman  who  had  been  previously  under  the 
care  of  a  distinguished  surgeon  in  one  of  the 
principal  hospitals  in  this  city.  According 
to  her  statement  she  suffered  for  a  consider- 

able time  from  trichiasis  affecting  the  lids  of 
both  eyes,  which  produced  chronic  conjunc- 

tival inflammation  and  superficial  corneal 
opacities.  About  eighteen  months  before  her 
admission  to  the  Mater  Misericordise  Hospital 
she  consulted  the  surgeon  already  alluded  to, 
who  most  skilfully  performed  Arlts'  opera- 

tion ;  but  although  the  patient  consequently 
derived  great  ease  and  benefit,  yet  a  few 
cilia,  forming  a  limited  districhiasis,  con- 

tinued to  cause  considerable  annoyance  to 
the  right  eye.  As  the  other  patient  was  at 
the  time  in  hospital,  and  afforded  mostsatis- 
fatory  evidence  in  favor  of  the  injection 
treatment,  I  adopted  a  similar  method  in 
this  case,  and  with  like  permanent  relief. 

The  chief  point3  demanding  attention  for 
the  safe  injection  of  tincture  of  the  perchlo- 

ride of  iron  are:— Firstly,  That  the  eyelid 
should  be  firmly  compressed  between  the 
blades  of  a  suitable  entropion  forceps. 
Secondly,  That  the  fine  tubular  needle  of 
the  hypodermic  syringe  should  be  passed, 
and  applied,  as  closely  as  possible,  to  the 
deep  ends  of  the  hair  follicles.  And  lastly, 
That  only  a  very  small  quantity  of  the 
tincture  should  be  introduced. 

If  those  rules  be  adhered  to  the  operation 
affords  a  simple,  comparatively  painless, 
and  effective  means  for  producing  the  re- 

quired extent  of  madarosis. 

Anatomical  Anomalies. 

Dr.  Macalister  says,  in  the  Dublin  Me- 
dical Journal  .-—Two  explanations  are  some- 
times given  of  such  anomalies.  One  of  these 

is,  "  that  they  are  accounted  for  on  the  hy- 
pothesis of  a  fundamental  unity  of  plan  in 

animals."  But  if  we  analyze  this  as  an  ex- 
planation, we  will  find  that  though  the  ex- 

pression enunciates  an  undoubted  fact,  that 
such  a  unity  of  plan  exists,  yet  it  contains 
no  information  or  interpretation  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  unity,  which,  after  all,  is  the 
point  of  which  we  are  in  search  ;  for  if  mus- 

cle anomalies  be  (as  they  are)  the  accidental 
production  in  one  animal  of  the  normal 
structures  of  another,  it  is  the  cause  of  this, 
whatever  it  may  be,  final  or  secondary, 
which  must  determine  the  production  of 
anomalies. 
A  second  explanation  is  that  such  anoma- 

lies are. accidental  arrests  of  development, 
retentions  of  fundamental  structures;  but 
that  this  is  wholly  inadequate  can  be  easily 

understood  if  we'  consider  that  the  largest proportion  of  anomalies  are  never  normal 
embryonic  conditions  in  man  —  certainly 
none  of  the  supernumerary  muscles  are  so. 
We  are  thus  placed  in  this  position:  we 

must  account  for  anomalies  on  one  or  other 
of  the  following  grounds  : — 

1.  Variety  depending  on  variation  of function. 

2.  Depending  on  evolution  or  on  the  plas- 
ticity of  form  and  liability  of  the  frame  to 

return,  in  some  of  its  details,  to  more  primi- 
tive arrangements.  In  this  sense  alone  are 

anomalies  explicable  as  arrests  of  develop- ment. 
Or  else  we  must  confess  ourselves  tho- 
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roughly  incapable  of  explaining  their  oc- currence. 
A  high  authority,  Dr.Carpenter,  has  warned 

us  of  the  danger  of  hasty  theorizing,  but  I 
think  we  should  not  condemn  all  theory. 
Under  prop  r  regulation  a  hypothesis  is  a 
most  valuable  aid  in  our  studying  and  group- 

ing of  facts  ;  besides,  our  consciousness  is  so 
conditioned  that  we  cannot  conceive  of  any- 

thing produced  that  is  an  effect,  without  its 
necessary  and  logical  condition  of  a  cause  ; 
these  anomalies  are  remarkable  pheno- 

mena, and  the  more  closely  they  are  studied 
the  more  it  will  be  perceived  that  they  are 
capable  of  definite  classification,  and  that 
their  production  is  apparently  under  definite 
laws  ;  and  a  detailed  study  of  individual 
abnormalities  will,  I  believe,  be  found  to 
bear  out  strongly  the  general  principles 
herein  enunciated. 

Medico-Legal  Aspects  of  Pretended  and  Con- 
cealed Pregnancy. 

Dr.  Madden  says,  in  the  Dublin  Medical 
Journal: — Pregnancy  may  be  feigned  for  the 
purpose  of  committing  fraud  or  escaping 
punishment,  and  it  may  be  concealed  to 
avoid  disgrace,  or  with  the  intention  of  per- 

petrating crime.  The  former  cases  are,  I 
believe,  much  more  common  than  is  gene- 

rally supposed,  although  they  are  less  com- 
monly obtruded  on  the  notice  of  medical 

practitioners  than  the  latter.  Still  their  oc- 
currence is  a  matter  the  possibility  of  which 

should  not  be  forgotten,  especially  by  those 
engaged  in  obstetric  practice.  I  had  written 
out  the  notes  of  one  attempted  case  of  this 
kind  that  came  within  my  own  experience, 
but  for  reasons  that  need  not  be  dwelt  on 
have  determined  to  omit  it  from  this  paper. 

I  need  not  enter  at  length  into  the  legal 
aspects  of  this  question,  as  these  are  fully 
discussed  by  writers  on  medical  jurispru- dence. 

PRETENDED  PREGNANCY. 

It  is  sufficient  for  our  present  purpose  to 
state  that  two  most  important  topics  fall 
under  this  head.  First  as  regards  the  exist- 

ence of  pregnancy,  which  may  be  pleaded 
in  a  criminal  case  as  a  bar  forpunishment, 
as  the  .English  Common  Law,  founded  on 
the  Roman  Law,  which  exempted  a  preg- 

nant woman  from  punishment  until  after 
ber  delivery  "  Quod  prazgnantis  mulierix 
damnataz  pcena  differcetur  quoad  pariat," 
provides  thatif  a  woman  be  capitally  convict- 

ed and  pleads  her  pregnaney, though  this  is  no 
cause  to  stay  the  iudgnient,  yet  it  is  to  respite 
the  execution  till  she  shall  be  delivered.  In 
this  case  a  judge  may  direct  a  jury  of  twelve 
matrons,  or  dibcreet  women,  de  cirevmstan- 
tibus,  to  be  empanelled  to  try  "  whether  the 
prisoner  be  with  child  of  a  quick  child  or 
not,"  For  Blackstone  distinctly  states  what 
appears  to  be  still  the  law  of  England,  that 
u  barely  with  child,  unless  it  be  alive  in  the 
womb,  is  not  sufficient."*   If  she  be  found 

*  Elackstone's  Commentaries,  p.  3'J3„ 

quick  with  child  she  is  respited  until  she  is 
either  delivered,  or  proves  by  the  course  of 
nature  not  to  have  been  with  child  at  all, 
otherwise  the  sentence  will  take  effect. 

If  cases  such  as  I  have  recorded,  in  which, 
not  only  women  who  had  no  motive  for 
practicing  any  deception,  and  who  had  before 
borne  children,  went  on  throughout  the 
course  of  pregnancy,  until  almost  the  mo- 

ment before  delivery,  without  ever  suspect- 
ing themselves  with  child,  and  in  which 

qualified  medical  men,  on  examining  such 
women,  denied  that  they  were  pregnant,  as 
well  as  the  more  numerous  cases  in  which 
the  contrary  error  was  made,  have  any  value 
whatever,  it  is  that  they  show  the  absurdity 
of  the  law  in  committing  the  solution  of  a 
question  of  such  gravity  as  this,  whicli  may 
involve  the  issues  of  life  and  death,  to  any 
tweive  matrons,  however  ignorant,  who 
may  happen  to  be  present  when  this  plea  is 
raised.  Nor  can  anything  more  at  variance 
with  common  sense  and  modern  physiologi- 

cal science  be  conceived  than  retaining  tne 
barbarous  distinction  in  such  cases  between 
a  foetus  after  the  sixteenth  week,  when  quick- 

ening was  supposed  to  occur,  and  one  before 
that  period,  as  the  veriest  tyro  in  medical 

study  should  know  that  the'' living  embryo at  the  moment  after  conception  is  as  cer- 
tainly living,  or  quick,  as  the  fully  matured 

man  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  and  that 
the  crime  is  as  great  to  destroy  the  one  as 
the  other. 

Within  the  last  few  weeks  this  very  issue 
was  raised  in  the  case  of  Christina  Edmunds, 
who,  on  being  found  guilty  of  murder  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  pleaded  pregnancy  in  arrest  of 
judgment,  and  being  found  to  be  "  not  quick 
with  child"  by  the  jury  of  matrons  who 
were  empanelled  to  try  this  question,  was 
sentenced  to  death,  and  would  Jiave  been  ac-» 
cordingly  executed  had  she  not  been  res- 

pited on  other  grounds.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  cases  have  occurred  in  which 
pregnant  women  have  been  executed  on  the 
faith  of  the  verdict  of  "not  quick  with 
child"  of  a  jury  of  matrons.  An  execution 
under  such  circumstances  is  unquestionably 
the  judicial  murder  of  the  child. 

It  is  certainly  full  time  that  measures 
should  be  taken  to  alter  the  existing  most 
barbarous  law  on  this  subject,  and  this 
should  be  done  before  the  unborn  offspring 
of  another  woman  is  sacrificed  as  a  victim 
to  the  ignorant  inhumanity  of  our  penal 
code.  For,  as  experience  has  proved  in 
similar  cases,  it  is  by  no  means  impossible, 
though  improbable,  that  the  wretched  wo- 

man to  whose  case  I  have  referred,  Christina 
Edmunds,  might  have  been  truly  pregnant, 
despite  the  verdict  to  the  contrary  of  twelve 
ignorant  women,  to  whose  decision  the  most 
uiflicult  question  in  medical  diagnosis  is  left 

by  law. CONCEALED  PREGNANCY. 

Concealed  pregnancy  is  of  much  more  fre- 
quent occurrence  than  feigned  gestation. 

This  subject,  though  one  of  great  practical 
interest,  is  altogether  too  wide  a  one  for  con- 
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sideration  within  the  limits  of  a  paper  such 
as  this,  which  is  already,  perhaps,  over-long. But  still  I  would  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  practice  of  concealing  preg- 

nancy, with  the  intention  of  committing 
child  murder,  or  of  procuring  abortion,  and 
especially  the  latter,  is,  I  fear,  becoming  of 
late  years  more  common  in  this  city  than 
was  formerly  the  case.  The  reasons  for  this 
are  the  increasing  proportion  of  illegitimate 
births,  owing  to  circumstances  still  in  opera- 

tion arising  out  of  the  famine  period,  since 
which  the  proportion  of  the  married  to  the 
unmarried,  previously  greater  in  Ireland 
than  in  almost  any  other  country,  has  been 
considerably  diminished.  One  result  is  that 
illegitimate  births  are  more  frequent  than 
they  were  in  Ireland.  But  this  increased 
proportion  of  illegitimate  births  is  by  no 
means  a  full  measure  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  evil  to  which  I  have  referred  has  gone. 
For  of  late  years,  with  the  deluge  of  cheap 
bad  literature  which  is  poured  into  this 
country,  and  which  circulates  chiefly  among 
the  class  that  constitute  the  majority  of  the 
unmarried  patients  of  the  lying-in  hospitals, 
a  still  greater  evil  has  become  familiarized 
to  the  oftentimes  badly-reared  and  sorely- 
tempted  victims  of  seduction,  who  too  often 
seek  what  they  falsely  believe  to  be  a  safer 
mode  of  escaping  the  penalty  of  their  error. 
Hence  it  now  becomes  more  than  ever  ne- 

cessary for  every  medical  practitioner  to  be 
prepared  to  meet  with  cases  of  concealed 
pregnancy  and  attempted  abortion,  under 
various  disguises,  and  thus  be  able  to  detect 
and  frustrate  such  crimes.  So  often  have  I 
detected  pregnancy  in  patients  who  applied 
for  emenagogues,  under  the  pretext  of 
simple  amenorrhoea,  and  who  were  most  in- 

dignant when  any  doubt  was  thrown  on 
k  their  statements,  that  I  never,  under  any 
circumstances,  prescribed  any  emenagogue 
at  the  dispensary  until  I  had  convinced  my- 

self that  the  case  was  a  fit  one  for  their  ad- 
ministration. In  other  words,  the  safe  rule 

in  such  cases  I  believe  to  be  just  the  reverse 
of  the  legal  maxim,  and  we  should,  in  cases 
of  amenorrhoea  with  the  history  and  causes 
of  which  we  are  not  perfectly  acquainted, 
treat  the  patient  as  though  she  was  pregnant 
until  we  are  satisfied  that  she  is  not  so.  But 
I  need  not  add  that  we  should  do  this  with- 

out expressing  any  suspicions  that  may, 
after  all,  be  unfounded,  and  simply  order 
some  placebo  when  pressed  to  prescribe 
emenagogues,  until,  by  a  little  observation, 
we  have  time  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of 
the  case. 

A  considerable  number  of  instances  of  con- 
cealed pregnancy  have  from  time  to  time 

come  under  my  observation.  Among  these 
I  may  mention  that  of  a  young  country  girl, 
who  succeeded  in  persuading  a  number  of 
experienced  medical  practitioners  in  differ- 

ent parts  of  the  country  into  the  belief  that 
she  was  suffering  from  an  ovarian  tumor, 
she  being  at  the  time  advanced  in  preg- 

nancy, the  existence  of  which  was  not  even 
thought  of.  So  far  was  the  deception  carried 
that  a  treaty  was  entered  into  with  an  emi- 

nent surgeon  for  the  performance  of  ovario- 
tomy. But  as  the  fee  required  appeared  to 

the  girl's  relations  to  be  very  large,  they  got her  admitted  as  a  patient  into  a  metropolitan 
hospital,  although  they  could  well  have 
afforded  the  necessary  expense  of  medical 
treatment.  She  was  admitted  into  the  hos- 

pital as  a  suitable  case  for  ovariotomy,  but  a 
few  days  after  admission  the  true  nature  of 
the  case  being  detected,  she  was  transferred 
to  the  Rotunda  Hospital,  where  she  was  de- 

livered the  day  following  her  admission. 
Even  when  labor  set  in  she  still,  however, 
persisted  in  denying  that  she  was  or  could 
be  pregnant ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  child 
was  born  that  she  confessed  the  truth. 

Cases  such  as  those  just  related  show  the 
importance  of  every  medical  practitioner 
making  himself  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  diagnosis  of  all  the  cases  in  which  preg- 

nancy may  be  feigned,  concealed,  or  coun- 
terfeited, either  by  art  or  by  disease. 

On  a  Method  of  Detecting  SmalFQuantities  of 
Sugar  fcin  Urine. 

Dr.  J.  Seegen,  Professor  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vienna,  says,  in  the  British 

Medical  Journal,  Trommer's  is  the  most 
reliable  and  delicate  test  for  sugar.  With 
its  aid  I  am  able  with  certainty  to  make  out 
0.  3  milligramme  (0.0046  grain)  of  sugar  dis- 

solved in  10,000  times  the  amount  of  fluid. 
This  great  delicacy  of  the  test,  however, 
only  hold's  good  as  long  as  we  have  to  do with  a  watery  solution  of  sugar.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  small  quantities  of  sugar  are  to  be 
detected  in  urine,  Trommer's  test  is  neither 
delicate  enough  nor  reliable,  for  two  reasons. 
1.  Urine  contains  certain  substances  (color- 

ing matters,  creatine)  which  prevent  the 
suboxide  of  copper  when  formed  from  being 
precipitated ;  no  separation  of  the  reduced 
suboxide  of  copper,  therefore,  takes  place, 
the  blue  fluid  only  becoming  yellow  or  yel- 

lowish-brown, or  presenting  a  turbid  dis- 
coloration. 2.  The  same  processes  of  reduc- 

tion are  also  brought  about  by  uric  acid  ;  and 
urine  containing  a  considerable  amount  of 
uric  acid  acts  on  Fehling's  test-fluid  exactly in  the  same  manner  as  urine  containing  0.1 
to  0.2  per  cent,  of  sugar. 

The  method  devised  by  me  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  exclusion  of  those  other  constituents 

of  urine  which  would  disturb  the  proper 
action  of  the  test,  and  the  transformation, 
as  it  were,  of  the  saccharine  urine  into  a 
watery  solution  of  sugar.  Animal  charcoal 
has  the  property  of  retaining  most  of  the 
constituents  of  urine,  more  especially  the 
coloring  matters  and  uric  acid.  After  filter- 

ing a  watery  solution  of  uric  acid  through 
animal  charcoal  I  could  (provided  the  char- 

coal had  been  good),  after  repeated  filtra- 
tions,  not  find  a  trace  of  uric  acid  in  the  fil- 

tered fluid.  Now,  in  order  to  detect  small 
quantities  of  sugar  in  urine,  I  proceed  in  the following  manner. 

I  filter  one  or  two  ounces  of  the  urine 
several  times  through  good  animal  charcoal 
until  the  urine  is  completely  colorless.  This 
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operation  only  takes  a  few  minutes.  Then 
I  wash  the  charcoal  on  the  filter  with 
a  little  distilled  water,  and  to  this  water, 
when  filtered  off,  I  apply  Trommer's  test. The  water  with  which  the  charcoal  has  been 
washed  is  almost  as  sensitive  to  Trommer's 
test  as  a  watery  solution  of  sugar,  and  in  it 
I  could  detect  even  0.01  percent,  of  sugar  by 
a  beautiful  red  precipitate  of  suboxide  of 
copper,  whilst  the  original  saccharine  urine, 
when  not  filtered,  only  produces  a  yellow 
discoloration  of  Fehling's  test-fluid.  With 
urine  containing  a  little  more  sugar — say, 
0.1  to  0.2  per  cent.— the  water  flowing  off 
from  the  second  and  third  washing  acts  even 
more  energetically  upon  the  test-fluid  than 
that  of  the  first  washing,  producing  an  even 
purer  deposit  of  suboxide  of  copper.  The 
water  obtained  by  the  subsequent  washings 
thus  evidently  contains  the  sugar  in  a  purer 
form.  "With  normal  urine,  the  water  ob- tained by  the  above  process  is  either  entirely 
inactive  towards  Fehling's  test-fluid,  which 
remains  blue,  or  it  assumes  only  after  a  while 
a  slight  dichroid  (varying  color  according  as 
the  light  falls  on  or  passes  through)  tur- 

bidity. The  water  obtained  by  a  second  and 
third  washing  always  remains  without  any 
effect.  When  the  quantity  of  sugar  has  to 
be  determined,  the  urine  must  not  be  filtered 
through  charcoal,  as  the  latter  always  retains 
a  certain  quantity  of  the  sugar  which  cannot 
be  removed  again  by  washing. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

— —The  Catalogue  of  Medical  Books  pub- 

lished by  J.  B.  Bailliere  et  fils,  contains  nu- 
merous titles  whence  one  can  select  standard 

authors  on  all  branches  of  medicine. f  It  can 

be  obtained  from  L.  W.  Schmidt,  24  Bar- 
clay street,  New  York  city. 

 The  French  physicians  are  'rapidly 
resuming  that  literary  activity  ™  which 
so  honorably  characterized  them  before 

the  great  reverses  which  recently  over- 
whelmed and  temporarily  paralyzed  their 

country.  An  interesting  subject  is  the 
one  chosen  for  a  treatise  by  Dr.  E. 

DerIiON,  "  On  the  Influence  of  the 
Progress  of  the  Sciences  on  Therapeutics." 
Drs.  J.  Jean  and  L.  Malassey  have  pub- 

lished a  monograph,  illustrated  with  colored 

plates,  on  the  clinical  study  of  anal  ulcera- 
tions, a  surgical  point  of  no  light  import- 

ance. Hasheesh  receives  another  exhaustive 

examination  as  to  its  therapeutic  and  intoxi- 
cant qualities,  by  Dr.  F.  Villard.  The 

third  part  of  Dr.  A  Mattei's  Clinique  Obste~ 
tricale,  as  well  as  another  work  by  the  same 

writer,  entitled  Fragments  d}  Obstetrique, 
are  among  the  recent  publications.  The 

latter  were  published  originally  in  the  Tri- 
bune Medieale. 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Diary  of  a  Spring  Holiday  in  Cuba.  1  vol.,  cloth, 

8vo.  pp.  124.  Illustrated.  Philadelphia, 
1872.    Porter  &  Coates. 

This  charming  little  volume,  as  choice  in 
appearance  as  it  is  entertaining  in  style, 
gives  the  freshest,  most  vivid,  most  pictur- 

esque description  of  the  social  life,  climate, 
and  natural  scenery  of  "the  Pearl  of  the 
Antilles"  which  we  have  read  for  a  long 
time.  It  is  the  narrative  of  a  visit  to  the 
island  in  last  March,  by  the  author  (whom, 
perhaps,  there  will  be  no  indiscretion  in 
identifying  with  Dr.  R.  J.  Levis,  of  this 
city,  once  editor  of  this  journal,  and  whose 
contributions  to  surgical  science  are  familiar 
to  the  profession  everywhere).  He  visited 
Havana  and  Matanzas,  crossed  the  island  to 
the  southern  coast,  spent  some  weeks  in  the 
interior  on  a  sugar  plantation,  and  saw 
Cuban  life  in  all  its  aspects.  His  wife  ac- 

companied him,  and  if  we  are  not  mistaken, 
we  are  indebted  to  her  pencil  for  the  charac- 

teristic sketches  and  charming  vignettes 
with  which  the  pages  are  well  supplied. 

A  solid  value  is  attached  to  the  work  by 
the  observations  on  the  climate,  and  the 

adaptability  of  the  island  as  a  resort  for  in- 
valids. Whatever  charms  the  balmy  tem- 

perature and  sweet  scented  breezes  have, 
however,  to  the  invalid,  weary  of  the  harsh 
North,  they  are  very  sensibly  diminished 
by  the  mean  accommodations,  the  garlicky 
smells,  and  poor  service  of  the  hotels.  It  is 
another  case  of 

"  Ceylon's  Isle, 
Where  every  prospect  pleases, 
And  only  inns  are  vile." 

To  any  who  contemplate  a  visit  to  Cuba, 
we  commend  the  study  of  this  volume,  and 
all  who  wish  a  few  hours'  pleasant  reading 
will  not  be  disappointed  in  it. 
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S,  W.  BUTLER,  M.  D.,  D.  G.  BE.INT0N,  M.  D.,  Editors- 
£3=  Medical  Societies  and  Clinical  Reports,  Notes 

and  Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Corres- 
pondence, News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  in- 

terest, are  respectfully  solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as 

require  original  experimental  research,  analysis, 
or  observation,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

|Tf*  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  prac- 
tical, brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject, 

and  carefully  prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revi- 
sion. 

£J"  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us 
copies  of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medi- 

cal Society  meetings,  or  other  items  of  special 
medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  of 

country  practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a 
fund  of  information  that  rightfully  belongs  to  the 
profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  respon- 

sibility for  statements  made  over  the  names  of 
correspondents. 

"  HUMANIZED"  VACCINE  VIRUS. 

The  attacks  which  have  been  made  by 

interested  and  not  over-scrupulous  traders, 
backed,  as  we  lately  observed,  by  rash  and 
injudicious  physicians  in  some  instances, 
upon  vaccination  by  virus  from  the  human 
subject,  deserve  severe  condemnation  at  all 
hands.  The  arguments  used  to  depreciate 

the  ordinary  "humanized"  virus  (as  they 
call  it)  are  chiefly  two,  namely,  that  it  is 

not  efficacious,  and  that  it  not  rarely  intro- 
duces syphilis,  etc.,  into  the  system. 

"We  quoted  Dr.  Lanoix's  assertion  (which, 
in  the  shape  of  a  circular,  has  been  sown 

broad-cast  over  the  land  by  a  New  York 
drug  house),  that  in  this  city  had  occurred 
one  of  the  most  striking  proofs  of  this  lack 
of  protective  power ;  we  also  challenged  him 
for  the  proof  of  that  assertion  ;  and  as  neither 

from  him  nor  from  his  medical  representa- 
tives in  this  country,  nor  from  any  other 

quarter,  has  any  corroboration  of  his  state- 
ment been  sent  us,  we  emphatically  and 

distinctly  pronounce  it  incorrect,  and  we 
consider  him  and  those  associated  with  him 

in  circulating  a  statement  so  unfounded  and 
so  detrimental  to  public  health,  open  to  the 

gravest  censure;  the  more  so  as  it  is  done 

merely  to  put  money  in  their  purses  by  sell- 

ing kine-pox  at  high  rates.  "We  warn  the 
profession  against  placing  any  credence  in 
that  pretended  fact,  and  we  leave  them  to 
judge  what  trust  can  be  reposed  in  any 

other  statement  in  the 'circular  when  this 
one  is  so  utterly  unsupported. 

So  far  from  the  experience  of  the  past 

winter  in  this  city — which  has  been  most 
extended  and  carefully  noted— justifying 
either  of  the  above  charges,  exactly  the 
reverse  is  the  case.  The  Report  of  the 

Board  of  Health,  now  out,  proves  this  con- 
clusively. It  includes  the  reports  of  the 

city  vaccine  physicians,  who  always  used 

"humanized"  virus,  and  their  verdict  is 
most  clear  and  favorable  to  its  use.  Dr. 

Leaman  says  that  in  three  thousand  vacci- 
nations he  has  met  but  one  case  of  erysipe- 

las, and  none  of  syphilis.  Dr.  Baldwin 
prefers  virus  of  several  removes  from  the 
cow.  None  of  them  report  a  single  case  of 
constitutional  disease  contracted  from  virus. 

On  tha  other  point,  they  are  equally  ex- 

plicit. Their  "  faith  has  been  strengthened" 
by  the  evident  protection  they  have  seen  the 
virus  give.  Repeated  and  extraordinary 

instances  of  thi3  are  given,  "  for  which  we 
refer  to  the  Health  Report^  (p/27,  etc).  Re- 

cent re-vaccination  proved  substantially  a 
perfect  protection  in  1227  varioloid  subjects 
at  the  city  hospital,  there  being  only  two 

who  had  recently  been  re-vaccinated.  Vac- 
cination proved  not  less  successful  in  infants 

than  in  adults ;  tlie  virus  did  not  manifest 
a  loss  of  protective  power  after  repeated 
transfers ;  and  altogether,  the  results  of  the 

investigations  are  not  at  all  in  favor  of  kine- 
pox  speculators,  and  altogether  damaging  to 

those  professional  men  who  uphold  anti- 
vaccination  theories. 

THE  LIMITS  OF  SANITY. 
It  is  notorious  how  difficult  it  is  to  draw 

the  line  which  separates  the  sane  from  the 
insane  mind.  When  we  read  the  diagnostic 
traits  of  mental  disease  as  described  by  Dr.,. 
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Forbes  Winslow  and  other  alienists,  we 

are  seized  with  a  kind  of  vertigo,  and  begin 
to  doubt  whether  half  our  acquaintances,  for 

whose  mental  poise  we  have  hitherto  enter- 
tained the  utmost  respect,  are  not  in  fact  in 

a  very  questionable  condition. 

How  much  more  those  "  fools  of  quality," 
the  heroes  and  martyrs  of  the  world,  the 
man  of  one  idea,  the  devotee,  the  renunciant, 

"  The  poor  enthusiast,  who  dies 
To  his  life's  dream  a  sacrifice  "  ? 

What  are  we  to  say  of  them  ?  Are  they  all 
crazy  as  a  March  hare?  Or  do  thCy  get  a 
glimpse  of  something  which  we  mere  mor- 

tals, "  compact  of  common  clay,"  cannot 
attain  to?  And  the  prophets  and  seers, 
whether  of  religious,  political,  or  scientific 

truth,  who  waste  their  whole  lives  in  watch- 
ing the  blind  evolution  of  some  great  idea, 

who  live  in  toil  and  mean  shifts,  who  die  in 

wretchedness,  but  never  lose  their  faith, 
are  they,  too,  but  fools?  Columbus,  who 
wanders  from  court  to  court,  guided,  he 
thinks,  of  God,  oppressed  by  poverty,  dis- 

carded after  his  best  success,  a  miserable 

jail-bird,  dying  without  knowing  the  mag- 
nitude of  his  work,  but  true  to  himself,  to 

his  faith,  to  his  personal  intercourse  with 
the  divine  mind,  would  he  not  in  our  en- 

lightened age  have  been  very  properly  put 
in  an  asylum  by  a  commission  de  lunat.  in- 
quir.  ? 

In  some  lectures  recently  published  in 
Germany  Dr.  Hagen  has  discussed  these 

anomalies  of  mind.  He  takes  up  some  of 
the  most  eminent  and  remarkable,  and  asks 
the  question  whether  Joan  of  Arc  was  a 
partially  insane  person,  as  Calmeil,  Lelut, 
and  Moreau  have  supposed.  He  admits  that 
appearances  at  first  sight  are  much  against 
her— 

If  you  asked  me,  in  fact,  what  I  should  do 
if  a  peasant  girl  were  introduced  to  me  at 
this  day,  who  went  about  with  a  standard 
in  her  hand,  and  announced  that  she  was 
called  to  revenge  the  shame  of  Germany, 
because  the  Virgin  Mary  appeared  to  her 
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every  day  and  commanded  her  to  do  so — if 
you  asked  me  whether  I  should  refuse  to 
receive  her  into  the  asylum,  on  the  ground 
that  she  was  not  insane,  I  should  be  com- 

pelled to  answer  "No,  I  should  not  refuse." 
And  I  believe  you  would  all  be  of  the  same 

opinion. 
Nevertheless,  while  admitting  the  daily 

visions  Which  she  believed  she  had  to  have 
been  truly  hallucinations,  he  holds  that  her 
reason  was  not  affected.  He  places  her  in 
the  same  category  with  Socrates,  Pascal, 
and  Nicolai,  of  Berlin,  whose  examples 
prove  that  there  may  be  hallucinations,  both 
of  sight  and  hearing,  not  unlike  those  which 

Joanna  had,  while  the  mind  remains  per" 
fectly  sound.  At  that  time  the  belief  in  the 
possibility  of  a  direct  intercourse  with 
spirits,  good  or  bad,  was  general ;  not  only 
the  heroine  herself,  but  her  contemporaries, 
friends  as  well  as  enemies,  bishops  and 
learned  persons,  and  the  University  of 
Paris,  were  convinced  of  the  fact  that  in  her 
case  there  was  a  real  intercourse  with  spirits, 
only  that  to  the  French,  to  whom  they  were 
useful,  they  were  good  spirits ;  to  the 
Burgundians  and  English,  to  whom  they 
were  hostile,  they  were  evil  spirits.  To 
declare  the  whole  generation  insane  be- 

cause of  such  a  belief  would  certainly  be,  as 
Dr.  Hagen  says,  a  little  too  strong.  Not- 

withstanding her  hallucinations,  and  the 
bodily  disorder  which  they  indicated,  he 
holds  that  Joanna  was  a  true  heroine,  sane 
in  mind,  who  steadfastly  pursued  through 
extraordinary  difficulties,  with  singular 
sagacity,  perseverance  and  bravery,  the 
noble  aim  of  delivering  her  unhappy  country 
from  its  enemies,  and  so  acquired  immortal 
fame.  A  remarkable,  but  by  no  means  soli- 

tary, instance,  which  might  be  adduced  to 
show  how  powerfully  the  course  of  human 
events  has  been  affected  by  persons  who, 
had  they  lived  in  this  age,  would  unques- 

tionably have  been  shut  up  in  lunatic  asy- 
lums. 

We  need  not  go  so  far  back  in  history  to 
see  persons  becoming  eminent  through  a 
similar  want  of  power  to  estimate  the  forces 

they  combat  against.  John  Brown  was 
such  a  character ;  a  man  who  attempted  as 

crazy  an  undertaking  as  Joan  of  Arc,  and 

who,  by  a  curious  combination  of  circum- 
stances, in  utterly  failing  started  a  revolu- 

tion of  far  greater  magnitude. 
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Notes  and  Comments. 

Insecticides. 

Many  of  the  Anthemidce,  such  as  chrys- 
anthemums, chamomiles,  etc.,  possess  in 

the  sexual  parts  of  the  flower  a  narcotic 
matter  which  has  a  great  effect  upon  insects, 
and  will  even  kill  small  ones.  In  Pyre- 
thrum  roseum  and  P.  carneum,  just  within 
the  disk,  this  matter  is  found  in  considerable 
quantity.  In  order  to  prepare  the  powder 
to  advantage,  only  the  centre  of  the  flower 
must  be  used,  which  must  be  cut  before  the 
seed  is  fully  formed.  The  Spaniards,  to 
keep  off  gnats,  burn  the  centres  of  the  horse 
daisy  {Chrysanthemum  leucanthemum) ;  and 
the  powder  of  the  mayweed  (Anthemis  Co- 
tula)  has  also  been  used  for  destroying  in- 

sects. In  some  parts  of  Belgium  this  plant 
is  fastened  by  the  country  people  to  branches 
where  swarms  of  bees  have  settled  (after 
they  have  been  secured),  to  prevent  them 
from  leaving  the  hive.  The  Mohammedans 
and  Tartars  have  long  employed  the  powder 
of  the  Pyrethrum  against  all  insects  indis- 

criminately. To  destroy  flies,  gnats  and 
bugs,  they  burn  it  on  an  iron  plate,  which 
they  heat  slowly,  in  order  to  produce  more 
smoke. 

The  Spilanthes  Oleracea. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Agri-Horticul- 
tural Society  of  Madras,  a  reference  was 

made  to  the  medicinal  properties  of  Spilan- 
thes oleracea,  especially  as  to  its  use  as  a 

remedy  for  toothache. 
Colonel  Pears,  who  communicated  the 

fact,  says  that  it  was  administered  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  native  servant  to  a 
friend  of  his  who  was  suffering  from  very 
severe  toothache,  and  that  it  effected  a  per- 

fect cure  in  a  very  short  time.  Dr.  Hunter 
pointed  out  that  the  Spilanthes  contains 
some  acid  principle,  and,  when  chewed, 
causes  a  copious  flow  of  saliva.  The  use  of 
such  articles  for  the  relief  of  toothache  is  of 
very  ancient  date  in  European  medicine,  the 
pellitory  of  Spain  having  long  been  used  as 
a  masticatory  in  cases  of  toothache.  The 
Spilanthes  is  probably  just  as  effective  as 
the  pellitory,  and  is,  moreover,  easily  ob- 

tained in  India. 

The  plant,  which  belongs  to  the  Com- 
posite is  an  erect,  branching  annual,  grow- 

ing about  twelve  or  fourteen  inches  high, 
and  having  small  yellow  flower-heads  at  the 

ends  of  the  branches.  It  is  well  known  for 
the  peculiarly  pungent  taste  of  its  leaves,  on 
which  account  it  is  frequently  cultivated  in 
some  tropical  countries  for  use  as  a  salad 
and  pot-herb.  It  is  known  as  Par&  grass ; 
in  Japan  it  is  called  Ho  Ko  So. 

Nitrite  of  Amyl. 

Dr.  F.  Porter  Smith,  of  Shepton  Mallet, 
sends  the  following  respecting  nitrite  of 

amyl  : — It  may  be  remarked,  with  reference  to  the 
effect  of  nitrite  of  amyl  in  causing  flushing 

of  the  face,  that  Chinese  "samshu"  (i.  e. 
thrice  distilled),  or  native  corn  brandy,  pro- 

duces u$on  the  people  a  remarkable  red- 
dening of  the  eyes  and  whole  head,  with  a 

very  evanescent  excitement. 
This  is  due  to  the  presence  of  fusil-oil 

(amyl-alcohol),  and  has  exercised  no  small 
influence  upon  the  drinking  habits  of  the 
Chinese. 

Internal  Intestinal  Obstruction— Operation— Kecovery. 

Dr.  Giosue  Marcacci,  of  Siena,  relates, 
in  Lo  Sperimentale,  for  March,  1872,  the 
case  of  a  young  man  aged  25,  who  had  ingui- 

nal hernia  on  both  sides.  On  October  16th, 
1871,  after  .  eating  a  hearty  meal,  he  was 
seized  with  symptoms  of  strangulation,  and 
was  admitted  into  hospital.  The  symptoms 
for  two  days  alternately  relaxed  .  and  re- 

turned ;  and  throughout  the  hernial  protru- 
sions were  found  to  be  reducible.  There 

was  some  tumefaction  in  the  right  iliac 
region.  The  symptoms  having  returned 
with  increased  intensity,  Dr.  Marcacci,  on 
the  18th,  made  an  incision  over  the  hernia 
on  the  right  side,  and  found  it  to  consist  of 
epiploon,  forming  an  infundibulum.  On 
passing  his  finger  up  this,  he  encountered 
at  its  upper  end  a  loop  of  intestine.  He  then 
enlarged  the  incision  along  the  crural  arch, 
and  found  the  intestine  tightly  strangulated 
by  a  hard  fibrous  band  continuous  with  the 
epiploon ;  this  band  was  carefully  divided, 
when  the  intestine  at  once  became  free. 

The  strangulated  intestine  was  red  and  some- 
what swollen,  but  its  texture  was  healthy. 

The  patient  left  the  hospital  cured  at  the 
end  of  a  month. 

Spina  Bifida  Cured  by  repeated  Tapping  and 
Pressure. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Lisbon  Society  of 
Medical  Sciences  on  February  17th,  Dr. 
Camara  Cabral  communicated  a  case  of 
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congenital  spina  bifida  which  he  had  suc- 
cessfully treated.  The  patient  was  a  child 

aged  twenty-five  days,  which  was  brought 
into  the  St.  Joseph  Hospital  on  November 
21st.  It  had  in  the  lumbo-sacral  region  a 
swelling  forty  centimeters  in  circumference, 
seventeen  in  vertical  and  ten  in  transverse 
diameter,  and  six  in  depth.  It  fluctuated, 
was  transparent  like  a  hydrocele,  and  ap- 

peared to  contain  not  only  fluid  but  some 
solid  body.  Pressure  on  it  did  not  produce 
any  convulsions,  nor  were  there  any  paraly- 

sis or  other  symptoms  denoting  lesion  of  the 
spinal  cord.  It  was  therefore  concluded  that 
the  tumor  consisted  exclusively  of  a  hernia 
of  the  meninges,  filled  with  fluid.  On  the 

29th  it  was  tapped  with  a  Dieulafoy's  trocar, 
and  400  grammes  of  a  transparent  yellow 
fluid,  containing  an  abundance  of  albumen, 
were  removed.  Compression  was  applied 
by  means  of  adhesive  plaster.  No  symp- 

toms followed  the  operation,  beyond  some 
vomiting  and  loss  of  appetite.  Some  days 
later,  the  tumor  having  again  enlarged,  250 
grammes  of  liquid  were  removed  ;  and  on 
December  14th,  425  grammes.  The  defect, 
which  was  found  to  be  in  the  situation  of 
the  fourth  and  fifth  lumbar  vertebrae,  was 
gradually  diminishing.  On  a  fourth  and  a 
fifth  occasion,  puncture  was  performed  at 
intervals  of  some  days  ;  the  quantities  eva- 

cuated being  respectively  175  and  125 
grammes,  and  the  fluid  being  more  highly 
albuminous  than  before.  After  the  last  two 
operations,  there  was  some  meningitis, 
which  yielded  to  ordinary  remedies.  The 
child  made  a  good  recovery,  and  was  ex- 

hibited at  the  meeting  at  which  the  case 
was  described. 

Fluid  Collections  in  the  Tympanic  Cavity. 

Dr.  Eugene  Weber  describes  in  the  Mo- 
natschr.  fur  Ohrenheilkunde  (1871),  the  secre- 

tions which  accumulate  in  the  cavity  of  the 
tympanum,  and  makes  some  observations 
on  their  treatment.  An  increase  of  the 
normal  secretion  of  the  cavity  may  occur  as 
the  result  of  hyperemia  of  its  lining  mem- 

brane ;  sometimes  the  result  of  chemical  or 
traumatic  irritation,  but  generally  of  a  pas- 

sive character,  It  may  be  favored  by  dis- 
turbances of  the  nervous  system,  by  general 

plethora,  or  by  disease  of  neighboring  or 
important  organs,  as  the  brain,  heart,  or 
lungs.  There  may  also  be  accumulation  of 
pus  or  of  serum  ;  the  latter  being  mostly  of 

acute  origin,  the  result  of  certain  irritations 
which  lead  to  the  effusion  of  fluid  contain- 

ing albumen  and  saline  matters.  The  diag- 
nosis of  the  nature  of  the  effusion  in  the 

cavity  can  only  be  accurately  made  by  in- 
troducing a  catheter  through  the  Eustachian 

canal,  and  making  a  microscopic  examina- 
tion of  the  fluid  removed.  With  regard  to 

the  treatment,  Dr.  Weber  says  that,  in 
case  of  moderate  excess  of  secretion  con- 

nected with  ordinary  catarrh,  the  latter 
must  be  first  treated ;  and  in  many  cases  this 
will  be  sufficient. 

Extract  of  Meat. 

Professor  Artus,  of  Jena  ( Wien.  Med. 
Zeit.,  No.  3,  1872),  recommends  a  new  me- 

thod of  making  extract  of  meat,  which  pos- 
sesses the  advantage  over  that  of  Liebig  in 

retaining  the  albumen,  gelatine,  and  fat, 
which  are  all  removed  by  Liebig's  process, 
and  which  would  seem,  from  recent  experi- 

ments, to  be  the  only  really  nutritious  ele- 
ments of  the  meat.  For  this  purpose,  by  a 

very  simple  apparatus,  an  extract  of  the 
meat  is  made  first  with  cold  water ;  this  dis- 

solves out  the  soluble  salts,  the  albumen,  and 
part  of  the  gelatine  and  creatine.  The  meat, 
after  extraction  in  this  way  with  cold  water, 

is  then  boiled  for  an  hour  in  a  Papin's  di- 
gester, and  the  liquid  pressed  out.  The  fat 

is  skimmed  off  the  surface,  and  this  extract 
is  mixed  with  the  cold  extract.  The  mixed 

extracts  are  then  evaporated  down  to  a  pro- 
per consistence  in  a  sand-bath,  or  better,  in 

a  vacuum-apparatus.  This  certainly  seenls 
a  much  better  way  of  preparing  an  extract 
of  meat  than  any  of  the  methods  which  ne- 

cessitate the  throwing  away  of  the  most 
valuable  constituents. 

Test  for  the  Purity  of  Creasote. 

The  wood-creasote  of  Reichenbach  has 
long  been  known  as  a  therapeutic  and  anti- 

septic agent  of  considerable  value.  For 
it  has  recently  been  substituted  in  com- 

merce, phenic  or  carbolic  acid,  a  substance 
of  different  properties.  To  distinguish  these 
bodies,  Mr.  Thomas  Morson,  of  the  firm  of 
Morson  &  Son,  has  discovered  a  very  simple 
test.  It  is  only  necessary  to  mix  the  sus- 

pected sample  with  pure  glycerine;  pure 
creasote  is  insoluble  in  this  medium;  car- 

bolic acid  makes  a  bright  solution,  and, 
when  present  in  considerable  quantity,  it 
makes  creasote  also  soluble  in  the  mixture. 
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The  Wharton  Trial. 

We  commence,  on  another  page,  a  review 

by  Dr.  P.  C.  Williams  of  Professor  Reese's 
history  of  the  trial  of  Mrs.  Wharton,  as 
given  by  him  in  the  American  Journal  of 
the  Medical  Sciences.  It  contains  a  narrative 
of  this  cause  eelebre,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  State,  while  Professor  Reese's  was  in 
favor  of  the  defendant.  It  will  appear 
strange  to  many,  yet  such  is  the  fact,  that 

the  journal  in  which  Professor  Reese's 
article  appeared  declined  its  review  by 
Dr.  Williams,  without  any  examination. 
Which  of  their  views  may  be  right,  readers 
will  decide  for  themselves ;  but  all  must  agree 
that  the  cause  of  true  science  cannot  be  ad- 

vanced by  a  refusal  to  give  both  sides  a 
hearing. 

Correspondence. 

domestic. 

Diminutive  Babies. 

Ed.  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  : 

The  following  items  of  births  of  liliputian 
size  I  deem  of  sufficient  professional  interest 
for  publication  in  a  medical  journal. 
The  subjoined  is  copied  from  The  Repub- 

lican, a  very  respectable  newspaper  pub- 
lished at  Monticello,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y., 

and  the  item  in  question  being  obtained 
from  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  its 
publication  is,  therefore,  supposed  to  be 
truthful.   It  is  recent. 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Spoch,  living  at 
Pleasant  Lake,  near  Monticello,  have  a 
daughter  four  weeks  old  that  weighs  three 
and  one-half  pounds!  An  ordinary  sized 
finger  ring  would  span  the  infant's  wrist. 
She  seems  to  be  doing  well,  and  bids  fair  to 

grow." 
Mr.  Walter  Vail,  a  very  respectable  citizen 

of  Cochecton,  also  of  Sullivan  Co.,  N.  Y., 
seeing  the  above  item,  communicates  the 
following  to  the  editor  of  the  Indei^endent 
Republican,  of  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  under  date  of 
April  18th,  in  respect  to  the  diminutive  size 
of  a  child  of  his  own  : — 
"On  December  29th,  1870,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Walter  Vail,  of  Cochecton,  N.  Y.,  had  a 
daughter  born  to  them  which  weighed  at 
birth  one  and  one-half  pounds ;  and  at  ten 
weeks  old  it  weighed  two  and  one-half 
pounds.  She  is  still  living,  and  weighs 
twenty  pounds." 

J.  H.  Thompson,  M.  D. 
Goshen,  N.  Y.,  May  6th,  1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Bust  of  Delpech,  of  Montpellier. 
A  bust  of  Delpech,  the  celebrated  surgeon 

of  Montpellier,  and  the  contemporary  and 
rival  of  the  more  widely  known  Dupuytren, 
has  just  been  inaugurated  with  great  eclat  at 
Toulouse,  his  birthplace.  The  municipality 
of  Toulouse,  the  professorsof  the  University, 
and  a  deputation  from  the  Faculty  of  Medi- 

cine of  Montpellier,  assisted  at  the  cere- 
mony, in  presence  of  a  large  assemblage  of 

the  citizens.  Forty  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  death  of  Delpech,  who  was  assassinated 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  by  a  fanatic  imagin- 

ing himself  to  have  a  grievance  against  the 
surgeon. 

Patents  Issued. 
List  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Patents  issued 

from  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  to  United  States 
inventors,  for  the  week  ending  May  28, 1872, 
and  each  bearing  that  date.  Furnished  this 
paper  by  Cox  &  Cox,  Solicitors  of  Patents, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Medical  Compound  or  Liniment. — William 
H.  Wagoner,  Hurd  Post  Office,  Pa. 
Dented  Drill. — Wm.  M.  Reynolds,  New 

York,  N.  Y. 
Abdominal  Supporter.— A.  F.  Kirk,  Chi- 

cago, 111. 

American  Medical  Association. 

The  official  minutes  of  the  late  session  in 
Philadelphia  are  now  in  press,  and  will 
shortly  be  issued  in  pamphlet  form.  Price 
50  cents.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  M4  D.,  Perma- 

nent Secretary,  1400  Pine  st.,  Philadolphia. 

The  Election  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Which  placed  Dr.  J.  Da  Costa  in  the  chair 
of  Practice  of  Medicine,  is  now  known  to  all 
our  readers.  In  reference  to  his  eligibility 
for  the  position,  the  profession  throughout 
the  country  will  agree  with  us  in  what  we 
said  in  the  Reporter  of  April  20th.  We 
predict  for  the  college  a  career  of  the  great- est usefulness  under  his  instruction.  It  is. 
by  placing  men  like  him,  of  acknowledged 
scientific  ability,  in  such  positions,  and  not 
by  giving  them  to  those  whose  recommen- 

dations are  chiefly  of  wealth,  family,  or 
local  influence,  that  the  cause  of  education 
is  advanced,  and  an  institution  honored. 

DIED. 

MoIlroy.— In  Mott  Haven,  Westchester  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  on  the  morning  of  March  29th,  Effie  Bates,  only 
child  of  Samuel  H.  Mcllioy,  M.  D.,  aged  two  years, 
two  months  and  ten  days. 

fDL  3,  187? 
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CONCERNING  THE  DOCTRINE  OF 
ARTIFICIAL  PERFORATION  OF 
THE  MEM  BR  AN  A  TYMPANI. 

A  Clinical  Lecture  by  Prof.  Josef 
Gruber, 

Aural  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Imperial  General  Hos- 
pital in  Vienna. 

Translated  for  Ti^e  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter, at  the  request  of  the  Author,  by 

Dr.  C.  H.  Burnett, 
129  South  Fifteenth  Street,  Philadelphia, 

Aural  Surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia  Dispensary. 

j  In  ishe  year  1862,  in  a  lecture  upon  ca- 
tarrhal inflammation  of  the  middle  ear, 

delivered  before  the  Royal  Society  of  Phy- 
sicians in  Vienna,  I  expressed  the  opinion 

that  the  formation  and  accumulation  of  ex- 
udation in  the  middle  ear,  accompanied  by 

a  narrowing  or  closure  of  the  Eustachian 
tube  on  the  same  side,  should  be  regarded 
and  treated  as  a  process  connected  with  the 
formation  of  an  abscess.  Since  that  time 
this  idea  has  been  adopted  by  all  rational 
aural  surgeons,  especially  since  it  found  such 
firm  support  from  Schwartze.  And,  where- 

as at  that  time  artificial  perforation  of  the 
membrana  tympani  was  only  known  as 
connected,  twenty  years  previous,  with  an 
operation  for  the  improvement  in  hearing 
in  some  cases  of  aural  affection,  it  now  be- 

longs to  the  most  common  of  surgical  opera- 
tions, more  especially  since  my  researches 

on  the  partial  exsection  of  the  membrana 
tympani  have  become  fully  known.  Since 
that  time  it  has  become  more  and  more 
evident  that  my  opinion  was  correct,  and, 
as  by  the  timely  opening  of  an  abscess,  or  by 
a  skillful  alteration  of  an  opening  which 
already  exists,  we  may  hasten  its  cure  and 

remove  the  dangers  of  an  otherwise  inju- 
rious advance  of  the  process,  so  in  suitable 

cases,  by  an  artificial  perforation  of  the 
membrane  or  an  alteration  of  an  opening 
already  existing,  if  performed  at  the  right 
time  and  with  a  proper  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  we  are  able  not  only  to  benefit  the 
patient  immediately  in  respect  to  his  hear- 

ing, but  also,  assist  bim,  so  far  as  other  affec- 
tions connected  with  this  disease  of  the 

organ  of  hearing  are  concerned.  The  views 
which  others  and  myself  have  entertained, 
that  such  an  operation  in  many  cases  of 
otitis  media,  suppuration  may  have  a  real 
indicatio  vitalis,  is  now  firmly  established 
in  the  otological  world.  In  cases  of  acute 
purulent  inflammation  of  the  middle  ear, 
with  intact  membrana  tympani,  or  where 
the  membrane  is  already  perforated  but  not 
at  a  point  favorable  to  the  escape  of  pus,  it 
can  very  easily  come  to  pass  that  through 
retention  the  pus  is  decomposed,  and  by 
such  decomposition  further  injurious  effects 

may  be  produced.  Or,  that  the  pus*  may 
pass  from  the  organ  of  hearing  to  the  cranial 
cavity,  through  the  many  passages  which 
connect  the  former  with  the  latter,  and  by 
thus  invading  the  brain  and  its  membranes 
bring  about  a  fatal  issue,  which  might  have 
been  avoided  had  we  effected  a  timely  re- 

moval of  the  pus  by  a  paracentesis  of  the 
membrana  tympani.  The  usefulness  of  an 
artificial  perforation  of  the  membrana  tym- 

pani in  such  cases  as  have  just  been  men- 
tioned was  so  evident  and  agreed  so  fully 

with  the  general  doctrines  of  our  own  sur- 
gical school,  that  its  dissemination  was  no 

difficult  task.  As  soon  as  the  simplicity  of 
the  operation  became  known,  and  the  readi- 
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[Vol.  xxvL uess  with  which  the  wound  closed  after  the 
escape  of  the  pus  had  been  observed,  the 
operation  became  one  of  frequent  use,  and 
we  might  even  suppose — from  the  recent 
publications  on  this  topic— that  too  great  an 
enthusiasm  had  been  kindled  among  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession,  and  that 
they  should  be  warned  against  rashness.  I 
mention  this  because  many  have  endeavored 
to  fix  a  precise  time  for  the  operation  in 
cases  of  accumulation  of  exudation  in  the 
middle  ear,  which  fact  alone  has  demon- 

strated an  insufficient  knowledge  of  the 
disease,  as  well  as  an  imperfect  appreciation 
of  the  operation.  Hence  I  cannot  agree 
with  Schwartze,  when  be  says  the  third 
day  of  the  process,  if  accompanied  by  unin- 

terrupted severity,  is  the  proper  time  for  the 
paracentesis,  although  I  agree  most  fully 
with  this  distinguished  observer  in  other 
points  respecting  this  question.  Such  an 
opinion  has  the  same  value  as  if  a  surgeon 
should  say  that  if  an  abscess  continue  with 
unchanged  severity  without  opening  itself, 
the  third  day  is  the  be.4  time  to  Open  it  arti- 

ficially. It  were,  indeed,  desirable  to  be 
able  to  express  so  mathematically  in  the 
surgical  world  that  which  indeed  is  obtained 
only  by  invaluable  experience,  and  if  any 
one  pretends  to  express  in  figures  the  proper 
time  for  the  undertaking  of  a  surgical  opera- 

tion, it  would  be  well  for  him,  as  well  as  his 
patient,  if  he  retired  fiom  the  practiceof  the 
healing  art.  ✓ 

That  which  I  have  already  uttered  in  my 
work  on  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  ear 
(page  50)  respecting  this  point  I  must  still 
firmly  adhere  to: — "If  the  eustachian  tube 
is  narrowed  or  closed,  or  on  account  of  the 
rapid  formation  of  the  exudation  is  insuffi- 

cient to  carry  off  the  accumulated  pus,  the 
artificial  perforation  of  the  membrana  tym- 
pani,  by  means  of  paracentesis,  is  most  ur- 

gently demanded." 
What  I  have  written  at  that  point  does  not 

state  the  precise  day  of  the  disease  on  which 
the  operation  should  be  performed,  but  every 
specialist  will  have  already  learned  by  ex- 

perience that  under  some  circumstances  he 
could  have  operated  with  advantage  on  the 
occasion  of  his  first  visit,  while  in  other 
cases  he  could  have  waited  a  week,  where 
the  symptoms  were  not  urgent.  It  has  even 
happened  to  me,  that  timid  patients,  who 
have  refused  to  permit  the  operation,  have 
obtained  relief  by  other  means,  and  even- 

tually recovered  without  any  operation. 

On  this  account,  however,  we  are  not  to  sup- 
pose that  the  worth  of  the  operation  is 

diminished,  since  similar  instances  con- 
nected with  other  surgical  questions  can  be 

quoted  without  detriment  to  the  current 
theories,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  by 

not  giving  such  accurate  data,  44  we  not  only 
do  not  perplex  the  non-specialist,  but  also 
satisfy  our  own  consciences." 

In  such  cases  as  have  already  been  men- 
tioned, I  proceed  to  perform  artificial  per- 

foration of  the  membrana  tympani  when 
the  subjective  symptoms  are  very  urgent  and 
I  am  able  to  benefit  the  patient  in  no  other 

way,  nor  prevent  his  condition  from  becom- 
ing chronic  and  producing  unpleasant  as  well 

as  dangerous  results.  Before  proceeding  to 
this  operation,  in  cases  of  catarrhal  inflam- 

mation, we  must  not  neglect  to  seek  aid  by 
means  of  the  air  douche.  I  mention  this 
especially,  because,  in  laterdays,  from  many 
quarters,  the  doctrine  has  gone  out  that  we 
are  unable,  in  cases  of  intact  membrana 

tympani,  to  remove  exudations  of  blood  or  pu- 
rulent matters  from  the  cavity  of  the  t y m- 

•panum  by  means  of  the  air  douche.  Such 
assertions  are  founded  on  experiments  made 
upon  models,  which  can  furnish  no  proof  in 
the  question  before  us — 1st.  Because  such 
models,  in  general,  cannot  be  made,  even 
approximately,  like  the  ear,  and  conse- 

quently, the  physical  properties  of  the  ear 
cannot  obtain  in  them.  And,  2d.  As  I  have 

frequently  stated,  we  must  take  into  con- 
sideration occasional  individual  peculiarities 

of  the  organ  of  hearing,  which  never  occur 
in  the  unchangeable  models;  whereas,  in 
the  natuial  organ  of  hearing,  they  are  some- 

times of  such  a  nature  that  we  can,  with 
ease,  remove  exudations,  by  means  of  the 
air  douche,  from  any  part  of  the  tympanum. 
If  we  succeed,  by  the  application  of  the  air 
douche,  in  the  partial  removal  of  the  exuda- 

tion, which  fact  can  be  diagnosed  both  by 
the  subjective  and  objective  manifestations, 
we  can  then  wait  a  little  while,  for  it  often 
happens  that  the  exudations  are  either  en- 

tirely removed  by  the  repeated  application 
of  the  air  douche  or  that  any  fluids  which 
may  remain  in  spite  of  the  introduction  of 
air  are  gradually  absorbed.  In  fact,  the  sur- 

rounding structures  of  the  tympanum,  and 
especially  the  lining  membrane  of  the  tym- 

panum, appear  to  accomplish  more  in  this 
respect  than  we  are  in  general  apt  to  sup- 

pose. I  have  frequently  been  able  to  diag- 
nose large  amounts  of  exudation  in  the 
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,eavum  tympani,  which  in  a  very  short  time 
jjWere  absorbed.    In  fact,  you,  gentlemen, 
jhave  seen  in  the  case  before  you  this  very 

j  jSame  process.    Two  days  ago,  on  the  eighth 
ltjday  of  his  illness,  when  he  came  before  us 

j  for  the  first  time,  we  found  on  both  sides 
'excessive  accumulation  of  exudation  in  the 

B  tympanum,  which  was  evident  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  mem  bran  a  tympani;  this 

was  found  pushed  outwards  and  discolored  ; 
while  in  the  position  of  the  handle  of  the 
hammer  we  saw  a  distinct  furrow  extending 

j.a3  far  as  the  injected  vessels  which  usually 
accompany  the  hammer.    You  know  we 
found  the  Eustachian  tube  on  both  sides 

^swollen  and  greatly  narrowed,  so  that  with 
difficulty,  even  during  the  act  of  swallow- 

ing, we  were  able  to  drive  a  little  air  into 
the  tube,  but  without  any  improvement  or 
^alteration  in  the  condition  of  affairs,  so 
much  so,  that  we  delayed  the  artificial  per- 

foration of  the  membrana  tympani  for  rea- 
sons which  I  previously  explained.  And 

to-day  you  see  the  yellowish  discoloration 
only  upon  the  smaller  and  inferior  half  of 

^he  membrane,  at  which  point  the  exuda- tion has  collected,  a  fact  which  can  easily 
be  seen  from  the  slight  prominence  of  the 
membrane  at  that  point.    Besides  the  dis- 

coloration, the  history  and  the  clinical  ob- 
servation upon  this  patient,  would  enable 

,119  to  make  such  a  diagnosis.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  the  rest  Of  the  exudation  will  be  ab- 

sorbed and  the  patient  recover  without  per- 
,  foration  of  the  mem  bran  a  tympani.  I  desire 
to  call  your  attention  especially  to  the  point 
that  we  should  never  delay  the  perforation 
of  the  membrana  tympani,  even  in  acute 
catarrhal  cases,  if  we  see  that  the  process  of 

,  the  disease  itself  has  partially  brought  about 

v  a  perforation,  though  the  escape  of  the  exu- 
'  dation  is  very  slow.    And  this  assertion 
needs  a  further  explanation.    In  cases  of 

■  chronic  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  middle  ear,  accompa- 

'  tiied  by  considerable  exudation  and  collec- 
'tion  of  the  same  in  the  tympanum,  it 
often  happens  that  if  the  exudation  can 

1  escape  in  no  other  way,  it  forces  its  way  out 
(  by  perforation  of  the  membrana  tympani. 
In  cases  of  chronic  catarrh,  the  membrane 

I  is  already  in  a  state  of  fatty  degeneration, 
and  hence  predisposed  to  easy  rupture. 

'  When  such  a  condition  of  the  membrana 
tympani  exists  it  needs  but  a  slight  force — 
such  as  the  act  of  sneezing,  if  the  Eustachian 
tube  is  permeable— to  split  the  membrane 

in  all  its  layers.  Of  course,  in  such  an  event, 
the  matter  collected  in  the  tympanum  can 
easily  escape  if  the  rupture  is  both  large 
enough  and  at  a  favorable  place.  But  in 
many  cases  all  these  favorable  circumstances 
do  not  occur. 

Jt  happens  in  some  instances  that  the  pro- 

cess of  degeneration  in' the  membrana  tym- pani occurs  from  within  outward.  In  such 
instances  the  different  layers  of  the  mem- 

brane must  play  an  important  irole  in  the 
process,  and  the  issue  may  bs  one  of  great 
importance  in  the  welfare  of  the  membrane 
and  the  organ  of  hearing.  It  19  well 
known  that  the  two  layers  of  the  mem- 

brana propria  of  the  membrana  tympani 
are  less  closely  connected  with  each  other 
than  the  layer  of  circular  fibres  is  with 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanum, 
or  the  radical  layer  is  with  the  dermis 
1  lyer  of  the  external  surface  of  the  mem- 

brana tympani.  Now  let  us  suppose  that 
the  exudation  breaks  through  the  layer 
composed  of  mucous  membrane  and  the 
circular  fibres  of  the  tympanic  membrane, 
while  the  dermis  layer  and  the  radial  fibres 
remain  intact.  In  such  a  case  the  exuda- 

tion may  work  its  way  between  the  two 
layers  of  the  membrana  propria,  and  subse- 

quently produce  a  chronic  inflammation  of 
the  membrana  tympani,  with  all  its  attend- 

ant evils;  or  it  may  at  last  break  through 
the  remaining  layers  of  the  membrane, 
forming  a  fistulous  canal,  which  is  highly 
unfavorable  to  the  escape  of  pus,  and  wrould 
in  such  cases  prolong  the  process  indefi- nitely. 

I  have  seen  cases  in  which  the  constant 

trickling  of  exudation  through  such  imper- 
fect channels  of  escape  has  kept  up  a  con- 

stant irritation  of  the  edges  of  the  opening, 
which  has  led  to  the  formation  of  granula- 

tions, and  such  complications  that  only  the 

greatest  familiarity  with  these "  processes could  overcome. 
In  such  cases  of  tardy  perforation  of  the 

membrana  tympani  we  should  never  delay 
the  performance  of  artificial  perforation, 
either  at  that  point  where  the  disease  has 

already  placed  it,  or  at  one  more  favorable 
for  us— according  to  what  has  already  been 
said  on  this  point. 

Until  quite  recently  it  has  been  believed 
that,  in  case  of  inflammation  of  the  parts 
contained  in  the  tympanum,  when  perfora- 

tion of  the  membrana  tympaui  has  ensued, 
such  a  perforation  would  never  close,  or  if  it 
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closed  would  be  necessarily  accompanied  by 
serious  injury  to  the  hearing.  The  useful- 

ness of  such  a  perforation  was  entirely  over- 
looked, and  its  occurrence  uniformly  re- 

garded as  a  most  unfavorable  symptom. 
Hence,  since  the  locality,  shape,  and  at- 

tendant circumstances  of  the  perforation 
were  entirely  disregarded,  often  results  of 
the  most  injurious  nature  followed  the 
chronic  course  of  the  disease,  which  might 
have  been  avoided  had  the  process  been 
properly  comprehended.  If  we  keep  before 
us  the  idea  that  inflammatory  processes  in 
the  middle  ear,  accompanied  by  the  forma- 

tion of  exudation,  resemble  abscesses,  our 
treatment  must  correspond  with  such  an 
idea;  and  just  as  the  good  surgeon  is  not 
satisfied  with  an  insufficient  or  an  impro- 

perly situated  opening  in  an  abscess  in  any 
case,  but  endeavors  to  alter  an  opening  of 
an  unfavorable  nature,  so  must  we,  in  many 
cases,  as  has  already  been  shown,  try  to 
better  the  imperfect  opening  in  the  mem- 
brana  tympani,  either  by  lengthening  one 
which  exists,  or  by  making  a  second  if  the 
existing  one  is  insufficient  to  carry  off  the 
exudation. 

In  this  connection  I  would  say  that  the 
exudation  obtains  its  most  favorable  exit 

when  the  opening  is  in  the  posterior  and  in- 
ferior quadrant  of  the  membrana  tyrupani. 

Therefore  I  have  always  chosen  this  point 
for  the  operation  in  such  cases  as  have  al- 

ready been  mentioned,  and  have  both  taught 
in  my  lectures  and  have  published  in  an  ar- 

ticle in  the  Allgem.  Wiener  Medic.  Zeitung, 
January,  1871,  that  in  cases  of  such  a  nature, 
accompanied  by  otorrhcea,  or  in  cases  of 
an  acute  nature,  when  the  perforation  has 
occurred  on  the  anterior  segment  of  the 
membrane,  and  the  pus  has  not  been 
able  to  escape  to  a  proper  degree,  that  the 
original  opening  should  be  widened  in  the 
proper  direction  and  extent,  or,  in  case  the 
excision  would  be  too  great,  or  other  hin- 

drance should  obtain,  we  must  try  then 
to  make  a  second  opening  in  the  posterior 
and  inferior  quadrant  of  the  membrane. 

If  exudation  has  collected  in  the  anterior 
half  of  the  tympanic  cavity,  and  the  opening 
is  in  the  posterior  and  inferior  quadrant  of 
the  membrane,  then  we,  as  well  as  the  pa- 

tient, have  a  means  of  forcing  the  exudation 
through  the  opening  in  the  membrana  tym- 

pani. As  often  as  the  patient  blows  his 
nose,  provided  the  Eustachian  tube  is  open, 
he  forces  air  into  the    tympanum,  and 

thereby  the  collection  of  exudation  back- 
wards and  out  through  the  perforation  in 

the  posterior  and  inferior  quadrant  of  the 
membrana  tympani.  We  can  do  the  same 
thing  by  using  the  air  douche  and  the  cathe- 

ter, and  thus  free  the  tympanum  of  its  exu- 
dations. If  the  opening  is  in  the  anterior 

segment  of  the  membrane,  the  exudation, 
by  all  these  operations,  can  easily  be  forced 
from  the  anterior  to  the  posterior  half  of  the 
cavity  of  the  tympanum,  but  in  no  case  can 
the  exudation  in  the  posterior  half  of  the 
tympanum  be  forced  into  the  anterior  half 
of  the  same,  and  through  the  opening  in 
the  anterior  segment  of  the  membrane. 
We  hear,  even  in  the  present  day,  many 

complaints  of  obstinate  otorrhcea  in  cases  of 
perforation,  and  loss  of  substance  in  the 
membrana  tympani,  which  defy  all  means 
of  cure,  whether  applied  through  the  exter- 

nal meatus  or  through  the  Tuba  Eustachi- 
ana. 

I  feel  that  all  aural  physicians  of  any  ex- 
perience will  agree  with  me  when  I  assert 

that  the  cause  of  such  truly  annoying  cases 

lies  in  the  imperfect  regard  paid1  to  the  ob- 
jective condition  of  the  membrana  tympani,. 

and  you  only  need  to  observe  the  cases  at 
present  operated  upon  and  under  treatment, 
in  order  to  meet  hereafter  even  those  cases 
of  so-called  chronic  otorrhcea  which  have 
heretofore  defied  all  treatment. 

In  the  cases  to  which  I  have  alluded,  the 
artificial  perforation  of  the  membrana  tym- 

pani has  had  as  its  chief  object  the  removal 
of  foreign  masses  from  the  middle  ear,  and 
by  the  prevention  of  further  injurious 
effects,  the  preservation  of  the  hearing. 

In  other  cases,  however,  the  artificial  per- 
foration of  the  membrana  tympani  has  for 

its  object  the  improvement  of  the  condition 
of  the  membrane  and  the  ossicles  of  hearing 
in  connection  with  it.  It  would  occupy  too 
much  time  for  me,  to-day,  to  allude  to  all 
the  facts  connected  with  this  point.  Permit 
me,  however,  to  say,  that  the  opinion  which 
I  have  expressed  in  my  book  ("  Lehrbuch 

I  der  Ohrenheilkunde"),  viz.,  that  the  artifi- 
cial perforation  of  the  membrana  tympani 

has  sometimes  the  character  of  an  explora- 
tive operation,  is  well  founded.  What  I 

have  said  at  that  place  on  this  subject,  viz., 
that  by  the  most  varied  alterations  on  the 
membrane,  in  part  seen  by  the  eye,  and 
partly  not  easily  diagnosed,  the  sound  con- 

ducting powers  of  the  membrane  are  inter- 
fered with,  and  that  these  alterations  may 
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be  overcome  by  a  suitable  operation  of 
1    Myringotomy,  has  been  proven  by  my  own 
h  researches  on  this  point  (Ueber  Anomalien 
:    in  cler  Spannung  des  Trommelfells.  Mo- 
■  ■   natsschrift  fur  Ohrenheilkunde,  1871,)  as  well 
••   as  those  of  Politzer  and   Voltolein,  and 

thereby  the  science  of  Otology  has  made 
an  advance  in  its  therapeutics,  the  rich 
blessings  of  which  will  soon  become  mani- 
fest, 
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AN  EXAMINATION  OF  PROF.  REESE'S 
"  REVIEW  OF  THE  TRIAL  OF  MRS. 
WHARTON  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF 
GENERAL  KETCHUM." 

By  Philip  C.  Williams,  M.  D., 
Of  Baltimore,  Mcl. 

(Continued  frotn,  No.  796.) 

The  State  charged  that  General  Ketchnm 
died  from  poison,  and  introduced  various 
medical  witnesses  to  prove  that  fact.  Dr. 
Williams,  Professors  Chew,  Miles,  Donald- 

son, of  Baltimore,  and  Professor  Thompson, 
of  Washington,  all  testified  that  he  died 

from  "  non-natural  causes,"  which  in  this 
1  case,  as  has  already  been  shown,  meant  poi- 

son. Professors  Aikin  and  Toury,  of  Balti- 
more, and  Dr.  Craig,  of  Washington,  testi- 

fied that  the  poison  administered  was  tartar 
emetic.  The  State  therefore  charged  that 
General  Ketch um  was  poisoned  with  tartar 
emetic. 

The  defence  denied  the  charge,  and  as- 
serted that  he  died  by  disease,  and  intro- 

duced Professor  Reese,  of  Philadelphia,  Dr. 
McClurg,  of  Pennsylvania,  Professors  War- 

ren and  Byrd,  and  Drs.  Morris,  Goolrich, 
and  Baltzell,  of  Baltimore,  and  Dr.  Simp- 

son, U.  S.  A.,  and  Dr.  Claude,  of  Annapolis, 
to  prove  it.  Not  only  did  the  defence  assert 
that  General  Ketchum  died  from  disease, 
but  it  went  further,  and  narrowed  the  ques- 

tion down  to  one  disease,  and  claimed  that 
he  died  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 
We  thus  see  that  the  only  question  before 

the  Court  was  whether  General  Ketchum 
died  from  poison  by  tartar  emetic,  or 
whether  he  died  from  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis. 
The  defence  took  the  responsibility  of 

showing  that  he  died  from  cerebro  spinal 
meningitis,  and  assumed  a  burden  of  proof 
which  legitimately  belonged  to  the  State. 

Having  assumed  this  position,  it  was  bound 
to  prove  it  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  or 
admit  that  he  died  from  poison  by  tartar 
emetic. 

No  other  issue  was  before  the  Court.  The 
defence,  therefore,  undertook  to  prove  that 
he  died  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and 
restricted  itself  to  the  fulminant  form  of that 
disease. 

Now  did  General  Ketchum  die  from  ful- 
minant cerebro-spi-nai  meningitis?  With 

one  exception  (Dr.  Goolrich)  all  the  experts 
for  the  defence,  in  their  testimony  in  chief 
stated,  more  or  less  positively,  that  this  was 
true ;  they  claimed  and  attempted  to  prove 
that  he  died  from  fulminant  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis.  Dr.  Warren  is  most  emphatic, 

and  says,  "The  case  of  General  Ketchum, 
from  the  first  pain  to  the  last  convulsion,  in 
all  its  phases,  bearings  and  combinations, 
illustrates  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  typi- 

cal example  of  that  form  of  cerebro-spinal 
fever  to  which  the  name  of  fulminant  ha3 

been  so  aptly  given,  as  indicating  the  sud- 
denness of  its  invasion,  the  intensity  of  its 

phenomena,  the  rapidity  of  its  march,  and 
the  fatality  of  its  termination.  In  my 
opinion  no  other  theory  will  explain  the 
history  of  his  sickness  and  death ;  nothing 
else  will  adequately  account  for  all  the  facts 
which  have  been  detailed  in  this  case." 

This  opinion  Dr.  Warren  asserted  to  the 
last.  The  other  experts  were  generally  de- 

cided in  a  similar  opinion  during  their  testi- 
mony in  chief.  During  their  cross-exami- 

nation, however,  they  were  compelled  to 
modify  their  statements  very  materially. 

Professor  Reese,  in  his  testimony  in  chiefr 

said,  "  The  only  disease  to  which  I  could 
refer  the  symptoms  in  General  Ketchum'.s 
case  is  cerebrospinal  meningitis."  This 
seems  to  be  positive  ;  yet,  during  his  cross- 
examination,  he  is  forced  to  modify  this 

opinion  so  far  as  to  say,  "I  do  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  asserting  that  General 
Ketchum  died  from  cerebro-spinal  menin- 

gitis ;  I  think  the  cause  of  his  death  obscure, 
but  the  absence  of  certain  pathological  le- 

sions would  indicate  that  he  died  from  that 

disease."  Then  again  he  said,  "  There  is  a 
possibility  that  General  Ketchum  died  from 
idiopathic  tetanus,  and  &  probability  that  he 
died  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis;  pro- 

bably it  might  be  attributed  to  many  causes,, 
and  there  are  many  causes  to  which  it  could 
not  be  attributed  ;  it  may  possibly  be  attri- 

buted to  poison." 
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Professor  Byrd  is  rather  doubtful,  even  in 

his  testimony  in  chief.  He  says,  "  The  dis- 
ease bears  no  positive  resemblance  to  any 

with  which  I  am  acquainted  ;  in  some  of  its 
features  it  resembles  the  disease  known  as 

cerebro-spinal  meningitis ;  taken  as  a  whole, 
however,  it  bears  no  resemblance  to  any  dis- 

ease with  which  I  am  acquainted." 
Dr.  Claude,  on  his  cross-examination,  said, 

"I  have  not  said  that  my  conclusion  was 
that  General  Ketchum  died  of"  cerebro- 

spinal meningitis  ;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
positively  and  decidedly  what  was  his  dis- 

ease." Again  he  said,  "  I  incline  to  the 
opinion  that  General  Ketchum  died  from  a 
natural  cause,  but  lam  not  able  to  say  what 
that  cause  was!11 
These  are  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 

medical  experts  of  the  defence,  based  upon  a 
hypothetical  question  prepared  by  the  de- 

fence, which,  of  course,  presents  the  case  in 
the  most  favorable  light  for  the  "  accused." 
With  the  exception  of  Dr.  Warren,  not  one 
of  these  experts,  Professor  Reese  included, 
ventured,  upon  his  cross-examination,  to 
maintain  that  General  Ketchum  died  from 

cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  It  seems  to  me 
that  such  a  remarkable  result  shows  very 
clearly  that  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  was 
not,  in  their  opinion,  the  cause  of  General 
Ketchum's  death. 
The  experts  encountered  another  serious 

difficulty,  and  that  was  to  fix  the  time  at 
which  the  General  was  attacked  with  cere- 

bro-spinal meningitis.  If  they  said  that  he' 
was  attacked  by  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
with  "  his  first  pain"  on  Saturday  night  (as 
Dr.  Warren  said),  it  would  be  fatal  to  the 
whole  theory  of  death  by  its  fulminant  form ! 
On  the  other  hand,  if  they  said  he  was  not 
attacked  until  Tuesday  night  or  Wednesday 
morning  (which  would  be  necessary  in  order 
to  constitute  it  the  fulminant  form),  they 
would  involve  themselves  in  the  dilemma  of 
being  compelled  to  explain  the  previous 
sickness  of  Saturday,  Sunday  and  Monday, 
an  explanation  that  might  prove  very  em- 

barrassing! They  seemed  to  realize  this 
embarrassment,  and  therefore  they  speak 
very  doubtfully  about  the  time  of  its  com- 

mencement. For  example,  Dr.  Warren 

says,  "I  cannot  speak  with  accuracy  as  to 
the  time  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  began; 
the  first  vomiting  showed,  in  my  opinion, 
the  premonitory  symptoms  of  the  disease." 
What?  Premonitory  symptoms  of  a  dis- 

ease that  (according  to  Dr.  Wan  en's  own 

testimony)  "  attacks  without  premonition, 
and  kills  with  the  celerity  of  lightning"  ! ! 

Dr.  Warren  then  adds,  the  disease  "  had 
been  present  for  several  days,  and  fulminated 

on  Wednesday"  !  ! 
Professor  Byrd  says,  "  It  is  very  difficult 

to  say  when  he  was  attacked  with  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis;  the  symptoms  stated  in 

the  hypothetical  question  are  not  suffi- 
ciently connected  to  enable  me  to  decide 

that  it  was  a  case  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 

gitis "  ! 
Professor  Reese  says,  "His  disease  may 

have  commenced  when  he  had  his  first  sick- 
ness," that  is,  on  Saturday  night.  How, 

then,  could  it  have  been  fulminant? 

Dr.  Baltzell  says,  "  It  may  have  set  in  on 
Saturday  night;"  but 14  from  the  hypotheti- 

cal statement  I  would  say  that  the  disease 
commenced  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  and 

fulminated  on  Wednesday'11  !  ! But  let  us  overlook  this  difficulty,  and 
admit  that  it  began  either  on  Saturday, 

Sunday,  Monday  or  Tuesday,  and  that  "Si 
fulminated  on  Wednesday 11  what  are  the 
symptoms  by  which  th^y  recognized  the 
presence  of  this  mysterious  disease  "that 
was  without  beginning  of  days?"  On  this 
branch  of  the  question  the  experts  are  "  at 
unity  with  themselves." 

First.  They  all  agree  that  headache  is  a 
most  important  and  even  a  characteristic 

symptom. 
Dr.  Warren  says,  "I mentioned  headache 

as  one  of  the  symptoms ;  indeed,  it  is  one  of 

the  most  constant  symptoms." 
Dr.  Morris  says,  "Headache  and  vomit- 

ing are  the  first  symptoms;  headache  was 
in  all  the  cases  I  had  ;  I  never  saw  such  a 
case  of  headache  as  poor  Arrner  (one  of  his 

patients)  had." Professor  Reese  says,  "  Pain  in  the  head 
is  certainly  one  of  the  accompaniments  of 
the  disease.  I  think  headache  one  of  the 

most  characteristic  symptoms." 
Professor  Byrd  says,  11  Headache  is  one  of 

the  most  constant  symptoms ;  as  long  as  my 
patients  were  capable  of  complaining,  they 

complained  of  headache." 
Dr.  Baltzell  says,  "  Headache  is  present 

as  long  as  sensation  lasts." 
This  is  certainly  very  positive  language; 

and  yet  there  is  not  one  word  of  testimony 
to  show  that  General  Ketchum  had  even  the 

slightest  headache.  To  no  one  of  his  nu- 
merous attendants  did  he  complain  of  head- 

ache.  He  certainly  never  complained  of  it 
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to  me  in  any  of  the  visits  I  paid  him.  He 
had  no  headache  at  any  time. 

Professor  Reese  distinctly  states  that  he 
"  had  no  recollection  of  any  witness  testify- 

ing that  General  Ketchum  had  headache." 
The  next  symptom  upon  which  the  experts 

relied  was  " suppression  of  urine."  Upon 
this  point  they  are  also  emphatic  and  unani- 
mous. 

Professor  Byrd  said,  "Suppression  of 
urine  is  a  very  important  point,  and  in  cer- 

tain conditions  it  constitutes  an  unfailing 
symptom.  In  both  my  cases  total  suppres- 

sion of  urine  was  observed." 

Dr.  Baltzell  said,  "  I  have  never  observed 
a  case  of  the  fulminant  or  semi-fulminant 
form  which  was  not  attended  with  suppres- 

sion of  urine."  Professor  Reese  uses  simi- 
lar language,  and  regards  "suppression  of 

urine  an  important  and  prominent  symp- 
tom." 
Dr.  Warren  said,  "There  were  suppression 

and  retention  of  urine  in  a  most  remarkable 

degree,"  and  then  he  added,  "finally  the 
ominous  fact  that  he  passed  no  water  during 
the  whole  of  Tuesday,  and  that  though  none 
was  on  Wednesday  in  the  vessels  of  his 
chamber,  and  his  bladder  was  not  preter- 
naturally  distended,  in  other  words,  that 
there  was  decided  suppression  of  urine,  com- 

pletes the  line  of  demarcation,  and  furnishes 
the  data  for  an  exact  discrimination  between 
the  malady  from  which  he  died,  and  the 
antimonial  poison  to  which  it  is  alleged  he 
succumbed." 

To  say  nothing  of  the  incorrectness  of 
making  suppression  of  urine  the  pathogno- 

monic symptom  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, we  have  here  in  Dr.  Warren's  testi- 

mony a  novel  mode  of  establishing  sup- 
pression of  urine,  in  the  fact  that  the 

General's  "bladder  was  not  preternaturally 
distended  with  urine!"  We  have  also  the 
most  astonishing  discovery  that  "  there  was 
suppression  and  retention  in  a  most  remark- 

able degree!"  But  leaving  this  extraordi- 
nary fact  for  Dr.  Warren's  further  contem- 

plation, let  us  observe  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  evidence  to  show  that  there  was 
•suppression  of  urine,  except  the  statement  of 
8:isan  Jacobs,  who  said,  on  the  stand,  that 
she  "  found  no  urine  in  the  General's  room 
on  Tuesday;"  yet,  during  the  General's 
sickness,  and  on  Wednesday  morning,  she 
told  me  that  "  there  Iiad  been  urine,  and  she 
had  emptied  it  /" 

Which  statement  is  most  truthful  I  leave 

the  reader  to  decide,  especially  as  the  state- 
ment on  the  stand  was  post-factum  !  One 

hour  before  the  General's  death  I  found  "  his 
bladder  full  of  urine,"  and  so  stated  on  the 
stand !  How  then  could  there  have  been 

suppression  ? 
Another  symptom  relied  upon  by  the 

experts  is  hiiperazsthesia.  Dr.  Morris  said, 
"this  hypei83ithesia  continued  in  all  my 
cases.  The  pain  is  so  excessive  that  the 

patient  cannot  bear  to  be  moved." 
Dr.  Baltzell  said,  "  Hyperesthesia  was 

present  in  that,  and  in  all  the  fatal  cases  I 

saw." 
Professor  Reese  also  mentioned  "  Hyper- 

esthesia as  one  of  the  symptoms." 
Dr.  Warren  said,  "  Hyperesthesia  is  one 

of  the  symptoms  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis. It  was  present  in  most  of  the  cases  I 

saw.  I  mean  to  say  that  it  is  present  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  and  whether  slight  or 
excessive  it  is  a  very  important  symptom." 
Again  he  said,  "  No  fact  in  this  case,  except 
that  Dr.  Williams  found  that  a  shiver  passed 
over  General  Ketchum  when  he  touched 
him,  brought  me  to  the  opinion  that  he  had 
h3Tperesthesia;  you  can't  make  anything 
else  out  of  it "  ! ! 

This  was  certairly  a  remarkable  form  of 
hyperesthesia,  which  was  developed  only 
when  I  laid  my  hand  upon  him  to  rouse 
him,  and  yet  I  could  move  him  to  his  bed, 
undress  him,  handle  him  in  every  way, 
without  the  slightest  evidence  of  discomfort 
or  suffering ! 

The  last  symptom  referred  to  by  the 
experts,  and  upon  this  point  they  were  also 
unanimous,  was  Opisthotonos.  Now  it  seems 
to  me  that  no  one  can  read  the  description 

of  General  Ketchum 's  condition  during  his 
whole  sickness,  and  fail  to  see  that  there  was 
no  evidence  of  such  opisthotonos  as  exists 
in  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  There  was 
constant  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck, 
back  and  limbs,  but  there  was  no  opisthoto- 

nos except  during  the  convulsions  that 
occurred  after  the  administration  of  the 

medicine  at  one  o'clock.  During  those  con- 
vulsions there  was  opisthotonos,  and  then 

the  General  could  not  lie  on  his  back,  but 
was  invariably  thrown  upon  his  side  by  each 
convulsion.  When  the  convulsion  was  over 
he  would  resume  his  position  on  the  back. 
This  is  very  different  from  the  opisthotonos 
of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  In  that  dis- 

ease the  opisthotonos-  occurs  early,  and  is 
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permanent.  The  patient  cannot  lie  on  his 
back,  he  must  turn  more  or  less  completely 
upon  his  side.  In  the  General's  case,  the 
opisthotonos  did  not  exist  until  a  short  time 
before  his  death,  and  then  it  was  intermit- 

tent, and  lasted  only  during  the  convulsions, 
and  presented  a  marked  contrast  with  that 
form  that  characterizes  cerebro-spinal  me- 

ningitis !  But  even  if  there  had  been  opis- 
thotonos, it  must  have  existed  in  combina- 

tion with  other  symptoms  in  order  to  indicate 
the  presence  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis; 
and  those  symptoms  were  absent  in  this 
case. 

I  have  thus  shown  that  General  Ketchum 

had  no  hea'dache,  no  suppression  of  urine, 
no  hyperesthesia  and  no  opisthotonos.  In 
other  words  he  had  no  symptom  which  the 
experts  for  the  defence  claimed  to  be  char- 

acteristic of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  The 
experts  for  the  defence  also  relied  upon  the 

"negative  results  of  the  post-mortem"  to 
prove  the  existence  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 

gitis. Let  us  examine  this  point  for  a  few 
moments. 

What  is  cerebro-spinal  meningitis?  Au- 
thorities agree  that  it  is  "  an  acute  epidemic 

disease,  produced  by  some  blood  poison, 
which  causes  inflammation  of  the  mem- 

branes of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  espe- 
cially at  the  base  of  the  brain  and  the  upper 

end  of  the  cord." 
Can  such  a  disease  prove  fatal,  and  leave 

no  lesions  appreciable  by  human  senses? 
The  experts  admit  that  such  lesions  must  be 
found  after  death  from  the  ordinary  type  of 
the  disease,  but  that  in  the  fulminant  form 
the  disease  proves  fatal  so  rapidly  as  to  leave 
no  time  for  the  development  of  lesions. 

Can  any  inflammatory  disease  prove  fatal, 
and  leave  no  post-morLem  traces  of  its  exist- 

ence ?  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  agree  with 
the  experts  that  many  diseases  prove  fatal 
without  leaving  discoverable  post  mortem 

lesions,  such  as  "epilepsy,  sunstroke,  cho- 
rea, hysteria,  and  infantile  convulsions." 

But  none  of  these  are  inflammatory!  Let 
us  bear  in  mind  that  in  cerebro-spinal  menin- 

gitis (as  in  every  other  disease)  it  is  not  the 
symptoms  that  make  the  disease,  but  the  dis- 

ease that  makes  the  symptoms,  and  that  be- 
fore any  symptoms  are  manifested  there 

must  be  antecedent  disease  !  The  headache, 
the  hypersesthesia,  the  suppression  of  urine, 
the  opisthotonos,  as  well  as  all  the  mental 
and  nervous  disturbances  incident  to  this 
disease,  must  result  from  some  preceding 

lesion,  and  are  produced  by  the  blood  poison 
causing  inflammation  of  the  membranes  re- 

ferred to. 

Some  authors  and  physicians  fail  to  dis- 
criminate between  cerebro-spinal  menin- 

gitis and  typhus  fever,  or  spotted  fever, 
which  are  not  inflammatory,  and,  of  course, 
such  persons  see  many  cases  prove  fatal 
without  any  discoverable  post-mortem  le- 

sions. Again,  there  must  be  symptoms  and 
lesions  characteristic  of  a  given  disease  be- 

fore we  are  justified  in  assigning  a  specific 
name  for  it.  It  is  inflammation  of  the  cere- 

bro-spinal membranes  that  constitutes  cere- 
bro-spinal meningitis  a  distinct  disease,  and 

separates  it  from  typhus  fever,  spotted  fever, 
or  any  other  disease  ;  it  is  this  that  justifies 
us  in  calling  it  a  specific  disease. 

Furthermore,  the  various  forms  under 
which  a  disease  is  described  do  not  convey, 
nor  are  they  intended  to  convey,  an  idea  of 
difference  in  kind,  but  simply  a  difference  in 
degree.  Therefore,  the  fulminant  and  the 
simple  forms  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
do  not  differ  in  kind,  but  in  degree,  and 
their  post-mortem  lesions  are  influenced  not 
by  any  essential  difference  in  the  disease, 
but  by  the  duration  of  the  disease. 

As  a  rule  there  are  greater  post-mortem 
lesions  observed  in  ordinary,  simple  cerebro- 

spinal meningitis  than  in  its  fulminant 
form  ;  simply  because  there  has  been  more 
time  given  for  the  production  of  lesions ;  but 
in  every  case,  however  slow  or  rapid  may  be 
its  course,  there  must  be  the  same  essential 
lesions,  differing,  perhaps,  in  extent  or  de- 

gree, but  not  in  kind,  or  we  are  not  justified 
in  affixing  a  specific  name  to  that  particular 
case. 

For  example,  a  patient  may  have  fever, 
pain  in  the  side,  and  cough,  and  may  die 
while  manifesting  these  symptoms,  and  you 
say  that  he  died  with  pleurisy.  Now  you 
make  a  post-mortem,  and  you  find  no  evi- 

dences of  inflammation  of  the  pleura. 
Would  you  be  justified  in  saying  that  such  a 
patient  died  from  pleurisy?  Would  not  this 
fact  alone  compel  you  to  say  that  he  did  not 
die  of  pleurisy  ?  So  in  cerebro-spinal  menin- 

gitis! However  much  symptoms  may  re- 
semble the  disease  during  life,  still  if  the 

post-mortem  examination  fails  to  show  in- 
flammation of  the  cerebro-spinal  mem- 

branes, we  are  thereby  prohibited  from  say- 
ing that  he  died  from  cerebro-spinal  menin- 

gitis. 
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What  post-mortem  lesions  would  we  ex- 
pect to  find?  We  recognize  from  results  as 

following  inflammatdTy  action,  viz.,  conges- 
tion (or  hyperemia)  effusion  of  serum,  effu- 
sion of  lymph,  and  the  development  of  pus. 

Now  it  is  perfectly  comprehensible  that  a 
patient  may  die  before  all  these  changes  take 
place;  but  we  must  ahvays  find  one  or  more 
of  them.  No  man  can  die  of  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  I  care  not  how  soon,  without 
the  existence  of  acute  hyperemia  of  the 
membranes  involved  in  the  disease. 

You  must  have  the  congestion,  or  you  can 
have  no  symptoms  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 

gitis. If  the  patient  live  longer,  you  will 
find  effused  serum,  lymph  or  pus.  One  or 
allot  these  results  must  be  found  in  every 
case.  It  is  as  impossible  in  medicine,  as  in 
any  other  science,  that  negative  results  can 
be  relied  upon  to  prove  the  existence  of  any- 

thing. They  may  demonstrate  that'  a  given 
disease  does  not  exist,  but  they  cannot  prove 
that  it  does. 

This  view  seems  fully  corroborated  by  Pro- 
fessor Byrd,  in  the  following  extract  from 

his  testimony,  viz. : — "  In  the  two  first  cases 
I  attended  the  lesions  were  quite  marked  ; 
one  of  the  cases  lasted  forty-eight  hours,  and 
the  other  several  days.  I  sawpws  as  well  as 
lymph."  We  here  see  that  though  one  of 
these  cases  died  in  forty-eight  hours  there 
were  u  marked"  post-mortem  lesions.  Pro- 

fessor Byrd  saw  both  lymph  and  pus  !  A 
most  careful  examination  of  General  Ketch- 

urn's  brain  and  spinal  cord,  even  under  the 
microscope,  failed  to  detect  the  slightest  evi- 

dence of  inflammation  in  its  membranes  or 
elsewhere.  It  seems  clear,  therefore,  that, 
judging  even  from  the  testimony  of  the  me- 

dical experts  for  the  defence  in  this  case, 
there  is  nothing  either  in  the  symptoms  or 
clinical  history  of  General  Ketch um  dur- 

ing his  life,  or  in  the  post-mortem  examina- 
tion of  his  body,  to  justify  any  one  in  saying 

that  he  died  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 
This  conclusion  was  fully  sustained  by 

Professors  N.  R.  Smith,  Howard,  and  Johns- 
ton, and  by  Drs.  Arnold,  Benson,  Morgan, 

and  Ohr.  All  these  gentlemen  were  put  on 
the  stand,  and  after  reading  the  hypotheti- 

cal question  propounded  by  the  defence  tes- 
tified positively  that  General  Ketchum  did 

not  die  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  !  Here 
I  might  stop,  and  claim  that  inasmuch  as  it 
is  clear,  even  from  the  testimony  of  the  de- 

fence itself,  that  General  Ketchum  did  not 
die  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  therefore 

he  must  have  died  from  poison  by  tarta" emetic. 

But  some  of  General  Ketchurn's  symp- 
toms are  so  striking  in  their  bearing  upon 

poison  by  tartar  emetic,  that  I  hope  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  trespassing  a  little  longer, 
and  calling  attention  to  some  of  them.  The- 
chief  difficulties  encountered  in  explaining 
the  symptoms  of  General  Ketchum  consist 
in  the  absence  of  vomiting  and  purging, 
and  in  the  substitution  of  muscular  rigidity 
and  tetanic  convulsions  for  the  extreme  re- 

laxation which  the  experts  for  the  defence 
claim  to  be  characteristic  of  poison  by  tartar 
emetic.  Cases  of  acute  poison  by  tartar 
emetic  are  rare  ;  and  the  experts  have  erred 
in  confounding  the  effects  of  fatal  doses  of 
tartar  emetic  with  those  resulting  from 
large  medicinal  doses,  even  where  the  conse- 

quences have  been  very  serious,  though  not 
fatal.  I  need  hardly  mention  so  familiar  a  fact 
that  very  various  effects  result  from  the  same 
drug  when  given  in  different  doses  ;  and  that 
it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  predicate  the 
effects  of  a  fatal  dose  of  any  drug  by  the  re- 

sults we  have  witnessed  from  an  ordinary 
medicinal  dose.  The  experts  for  the  defence 
also  erred  in  assuming  that  the  State 
charged  that  General  Ketchum  received 
poisonous  doses  of  tartar  each  time  that  it 
was  administered.  Let  us  look  at  these  two 
points  for  a  few  moments. 

1st.  The  State,  by  all  its  medical  witnesses 
(that  were  examined  upon  the  point),  Drs. 
Williams,  Chew,  Miles,  Donaldson,  and 
Thompson,  admitted  that  the  usual  results 
of  large  doses  of  tartar  emetic  were  vomit- 

ing, purging,  profuse  sweat,  extreme  pros- 
tration, great  muscular  relaxation,  etc.  On 

this  point  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  medical  witnesses  for  the  State 
and  those  for  the  defence.  The  difference 
between  them  arose  from  the  fact  that  the 
State  claimed  that  at  times  there  was  no 
vomiting  and  purging,  no  extreme  muscular 
relaxation  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  there 
was  oftentimes  great  rigidity  of  the  mus- 

cles, accompanied  by  violent  tetanic  convul- 
sions. 

This  latter  view  is  sustained  by  the  very 
highest  authority.  I  will  give  only  a  few 
that  were  cited  during  the  trial.  First,  I 
will  refer  to  cases  of  children  treated  for 
croup  with  large  dose3  of  tartar  emetic.  In 
the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  for  July, 

1856,  page  7,  Dr.  Elliotson  says:  tsBy  the 
fourth  day,  when  twenty-seven  grains  had 
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been  taken,  the  disease  (croup)  was  much 
alleviated;  there  bad  been  tetanic  symp- 

toms.   The  arms  and  legs  had  been  rigid, 
hands  and  feet  turned  inward,  the  thumbs 
drawn  upon  the  hands;  the  head  drawn 
backwards;  the  jaws  closed,  so  that  fluids 
could  be  introduced  only  by  the  forcible 
use  of  the  spoon.    Elliotson  also  gives  two 
cases  that  Dr.  Alfred  Taylor  quotes  from 
the  Lancet,  in  which  two  children  swal- 

lowed a  powder  containing  ten  grains,  of 
tartar  emetic  mixed  with  sugar.    In  twenty 
minutes  they  were  seized  with  vomiting, 
purging,  convulsions,  and  tetanic  spasms.11 
The  boy  died  in  eight  hours,  the  girl  in 
thirteen.      "Taylor's    Medical  Jurispru- 

dence," fifth  American  edition,  1861,  gives, on  pages  123,  124,  125,  numerous  cases  in 
which  violent  tetanic  convulsions  resulted 
from  large  doses  of  tartar  emetic. 

Professor  Harry  Thompson,  medical  ex 
pert  for  the  State  (page  57  Gazette's  Report), 
gives  a  case  of  a  woman  who  took  ten  grains 
of  tartar  emetic,  which  was  followed  by  the 
usual  symptoms  of  vomiting,  purging,  etc. 
The  same  evening  she  took  a  second  dose, 
which  produced  ''very  little  purging  and 
vomiting;"  "her  pulse  became  rapid  and feeble,  skin  cold  and  clammy,  face  of  a 
dusky  hue,  and  she  died  in  violent  tetanic 
fpas?ns.»  Virchow,  in  his  "Manual  of 
Special  and  General  Pathology  and  Thera- 

peutics," 1855,  page  102,  speaks  of  cerebro- 
spinal affections  resulting  from  tartar  emetic, 

in  which  he  shows  that  when  vomiting  and purging  fails  to  take  place  the  nervous  dis- 
turbances are  much  greater.  He  gives  cases 

attended  with  violent  tetanic  spasms  and convulsions. 

These  quotations  might  be  extended  in- 
definitely ;  I  have  confined  myself  to  those 

eases  that  were  quoted  in  court  during  the trial. 

Authorities  also  show  that  tartar  emetic 
may  be  given  in  immense  doses,  even  as 
much  as  half  an  ounce,  without  producing vomiting  or  purging,  and  also  show  that 
these  results  may  be  deferred  for  a  long  time 
after  the  dose  has  been  taken.  (See  "  Tay  - 

lor's Jurisprudence,"  etc.) 
These  authorities,  and  others  that  might 

be  quoted,  show  that  poisonous  and  even 
fatal  doses  of  tartar  emetic  may  produce 
just  such  symptoms  as  were  manifested  in General  Ketch um. 

(7b  be  Continued.) 

SURGICAL  CASES :- INJURIES  OF 
THE  EYJS — MALIGNANT  GANG- 

LION—HiE  MATOM  A. 

By  M.  M.  Brown,  M.  D., 
of  Ithaca,  New  York, 

Injuries  to  the  Eye. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1S70,  a  gentleman 
brought  his  son,  set.  14  years,  to  my  office, 
making  the  following  statement:— 

"  My  boy  was  painting  a  small  boat  in  one of  the  upper  rooms  of  my  residence  this  fore- 
noon, and  becoming  tired  of  work  amused 

himself  by  shooting  at  a  mark  with  a  bow- 
gun.  By  accident,  or  purposely,  he  dipped 
the  arrow  into  his  pot  of  white  lead.  His 
mark  was  a  door-knob.  He  hit  the  mark, 
but  unfortunately  the  arrow  glanced  and 
rebounded,  hitting  him  in  the  left  eye.  The 
arrow  had  a  wire  about  one-eighth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  one  inch  and  one- 
fourth  in  length  projecting  from  its  point. 
Tli is  passed  into  the  eye  ball  at  a  point 
which  you  now  discover,  carrying  consider- 

able lead  within  the  coats  of  the  eye,  as  is 
plainly  visible.  Now,  Doctor,  do  your  best 
to  save  his  sight." 
Before  operating,  I  called  in  Dr.  S.  H. 

Peck,  who  administered  the  ehloiic  ether. 
When  he  was  fully  under  its  influence  I 
enlarged  the  opening  made  by  the  wire, 
and  scooped  out  nearly  all  the  paint.  A 
small  quantity  of  the  pigmentum  nigrum 
escaped,  also  a  trifle  of  the  vitreous  humor. 
The  arrow  entered  the  tunics  about  one  line 
from  the  margin  of  the  transparent  cornea, 
and  about  midway  between  two  lines  run- 

ning from  the  centre  of  the  cornea,  one  to 
the  outer  canthus,  the  other  to  the  centre  of 
the  upper  lid.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
wire  passed  obliquely  through  the  vitreous 
humor  and  into  the  retina. 

I  closed  the  lids  with  adhesive  plaster, 
and  covered  the  eye  with  a  light  bandage, 
and  ordered  a  carriage  to  convey  the  little 
sufferer  home.  I  then  had  him  placed  in  a 
dark  room,  and  ordered  his  mother  to  ad- 

minister a  dose  of  salts  (magnesia  sulph.).  I 
also  left  a  preparation  of  aconite,  to  be  given 
regularly,  and  gave  orders  to  the  nurse  to 
keep  the  room  perfectly  quiet,  and  after  the 
cathartic  had  operated,  to  give  an  opiate 
which  I  had  also  prepared.  The  shock  to 
the  brain  and  nervous- system  was  quite  ex- 

tensive, chills  and  rigors  coming  on  soon 
after  he  was  confined  in  his  room.  The  fol- 

lowing day  considerable  inflammation  su- 
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pervened,  which  I  combatted  with  topical 
applications  (bisulphite  of  soda,  in  weak 
solution)  applied  cold,  continuing  small 
doses  of  the  Epsom  salts,  and  the  aconite. 
Several  dose3  of  the  Dover's  powder  at  inter- 

vals of  six  hours  arrested  the  chills  and 

rigors,  and  also  assisted  the  aconite  in  keep- 
ing the  skin  moist. 

The  patient  made  a  rapid  recovery,  and 
to-day  the  keenest  observer  could  not  detect 
the  injured  eye  by  any  external  irregularity. 
Some  four  months  after  the  lad  had  been 

able  to  be  about  he  was  sent  to  school,  but 
his  sight  began  to  fail  in  both  eyes,  and  by 
my  advice  he  was  kept  from  books  and  the 
school  room. 
About  eight  months  after  the  injury  he 

was  obliged  to  wear  glasses,  he  being  unable 
to  distinguish  objects  any  great  distance 
from  the  eyes  (myopia  appartns).  Several 
short-sighted  glasses  were  procured,  but  he 
could  not  see  with  them  as  well  as  with  the 
naked  eye. 
The  father  then  purchased  a  pair  of  long- 

sighted glasses,  suitable  for  a  person  eighty 
years  of  age,  which  so  much  improved  his 
vision  that  he  wasable  to  read  quite  well*  He 
has  not  been  allowed  to  go  to  school  any  to 
speak  of  since  he  was  first  taken  out,  and  to- 

day he  is  almost  entirely  recovered.  Why 
was  it  that  convex  lenses  were  applicable  to 
a  case  of  apparent  myopia? 

Not  Long  si  nee  I  treated  an  infant's  eye  that 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  pair  of  scissors. 
The  mother  wassupporting  thechild  between 
her  feet  while  sewing.  She  carelessly  laid  her 
scissors  upon  her  knee.  Soon  after,  having 
occasion  to  gtt  up  for  something,  the  instru- 

ment dropped  down,  the  blades  opening, 
one  of  them  entering  the  ball  of  the  right 
eye,  a  trifle  above  the  centre  of  the  pupil. 
The  aqueous  humor  nearly  all  escaped,  and 
the  iris  protruded,  forming  a  considerable 
hernia.  Some  little  time  having  elapsed 
before  the  patient  was  brought  to  my  office, 
I  was  unable  to  reduce  the  protruding  parts. 
I,  therefore,  removed  the  hernia  with  a 
suitable  pair  of  scissors.  The  after  treat- 

ment was  the  same  as  for  cataract.  The 
eye  is  now  good,  and  useful  vision  preserved, 
which  speaks  well  for  the  cut  alive  powers 
of  nature. 

Malignant  Ganglions. 

I  have  now  on  hand  an  interesting  case 
of  malignant  ganglionic  tumors.  Miss  Lou 
G.,  a^ged  23  years,  florid  complexion,  scrofu- 

lous cachexia,  applied  to  me  some  months 
ago  to  treat  a  crippled  hand.  She  had  not 
been  able  to  use  the  diseased  member  for 
more  than  a  year.  She  attributed  the  cause 
of  the  tumor  to  playing  on  an  accordeon 
when  a  child.  She  had  passed  through  the 
hands  of  several  physicians,  who  had  blis- 

tered, steamed,  iodined,  compressed,  all  to 
no  good,  the  hand  constantly  growing 
weaker  and  the  tumor  larger.  I  at  once 
opened  the  ganglion,  and  there  escaped  a 
large  quantity  of  pus  and  sanguineous  fluid, 
emitting  a  very  offensive  odor.  I  then  ap- 

plied compresses,  and  in  a  few  days  the 
sack  refilled,  and  finally  became  more  tume- 

fied than  ever.  I  concluded,  now  to  remove 
the  sack  entire,  which  1  did,  exposing  the 
nerves,  bloodvessels  and  tendons,  supplying 
the  index  and  second  fingeis.  The  opera- 

tion was  quite  difficult,  the  sack  was  ad- 
herent to  all  adjacent  parts.  I  administered 

tonics  and  the  following  alterative:  
Fluid  ext.  pipsis, 

44       l  uinex  crispus,  aa  5i. 
rotas?,  iodhii,  r,\i\ 

Aqua3  font.,  
* Sv  rup  sar^iparilla?,  %\ym  M> b.  irMspoontul  (hree  times  daily,  one hour  atter  each  meal. 

She  soon  improved  after  faking  this  treat- 
ment, and  has  the  perfect  use  of  her  hand. 

A  second  and  third  ganglion  lias  appeared 
about  other  tendons,  but  by  opening  them 
early,  and  injecting  a  solution  of  carbolic 
acid,  and  applying  compresses,  they  have 
given  no  serious  trouble.  The  cicatrix 
which  resulted  from  the  removal  of  the  first 
tumor  has  an  unhealthy  appearance  still, 
being  covered  with  scales,  and  occasionally 
a  trifle  of  pus  exudes  from  its  surface.  The 
patient  is  still  taking  the  above  alterative 
and  tonics.   I  hope  for  her  entire  recovery. 

Hematoma. 

Last  Saturday  a  young  man  who  resides 
in  Freemansburg  called  at  my  office  to  con- 

sult me  in  reference  to  a  wound  which  he 
bad  received  a  few  days  previously,  by  fall- 

ing from  a  horse.  On  examination  I  found 
two  large  swellings,  one  at  the  seat  of  in- 

jury, the  other  near  the  lower  border  of  the 
patella.  The  whole  dorsum  of  the  foot  was 
purple,  and  the  veins  much  distended.  The 
wound  was  about  six  inches  above  the 
ankle  joint,  on  the  right  leg,  directly  over 
the  saphena  vein.  By  palpation  I  dis- 

covered free  fluctuation.   I  was  not  positive 
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what  was  contained  in  the  swelling,  but 
made  up  my  mind  to  find  out  at  any  rate.  I 
therefore  used  a  bistoury  to  make  a  free 
opening.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  out  fell 
a  number  of  black  clots. 

I  removed  about  one  pint  of  clotted  venous 
blood,  holding  my  fingers  over  the  vein  to 
prevent  the  entry  of  air.    When  I  had 

done,  the  swelling  at  the  knee-joint  disap- 
peared, and  the  wrhole  limb  became  much 

smaller.  I  applied  compresses  all  along  the 
saphena,  from  the  opening  to  the  patella, 
and  then  applied  a  roller  as  tight  as  could 
be  borne,  from  the  toes  to  the  knee. 

I  have  not  seen  the  patient  since,  but  hav& 
no. doubt  he  is  doing  well. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Eucalyptus  Globulus  in  Intermittent  Fever. 
About  two  years  ago  Dr.  Lohinser,  of 

Vienna,  laid  before  the  profession  the  re- 
sults of  his  observations  on  the  treatment  of 

ague  by  the  Eucalyptus  Globulus  {British 
Medical  Journal,  May  21,  1870).  A  supply 
of  the  tincture  was  placed,  for  the  purpose 
of  observation,  at  the  disposal  of  medical 
men  connected  with  the  railway  stations  in 
localities  where  ague  was  frequent.  The 
quantity,  however,  was  but  small;  and  a 
larger  supply  was  distributed  in  May  of  last 
year.  The  results  obtained  during  the  sum- 

mer have  been  collected  and  summarized  by 
Dr.  Joseph  Keller,  Chief  Physician  of 
the  Austrian  Railway  Company. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  with  tinc- 
ture of  eucalyptus  was  432.  Of  these  310 

(71.76  per  cent.)  were  perfectly  cured,  and 
122  (28.24)  required  to  be  afterwards  treated 
with  quinine.  Of  the  310  patients  who 
were  cured,  no  paroxysm  occurred  after  the 
first  dose  in  202  ;  in  the  remaining  108,  there 
were  one  or  more  subsequent  paroxysms, 
which,  however,  yielded  to  repeated  doses 
of  the  medicine.  Quinine  had  been  given 
without  result  in  118  of  the  432  cases  ;  293  of 
the  patients  had  had  ague  in  previous  years, 
and  139  were  attacked  for  the  first  time  in 
1871.  Of  the  122  cases  in  which  the  euca- 

lyptus failed,  58  recovered  under  the  use  of 
quinine,  38  were  not  cured,  10  were  sent 
home,  and  16  remained  under  treatment. 
Of  the  118  cases  in  which  quinine  had  been 
given  unsuccessfully,  91  recovered  under 
the  use  of  eucalypatus,  and  in  27  no  result 
followed. 
The  several  types  of  intermittent  fever 

were  represented  as  follows: — quotidian, 
complicated,  117,  simple  73=190 ;  tertian, 
complicated,  126,  simple  95=221;  quartan, 
complicated  16,  simple  4=20  ;  quintan,  com- 

plicated, 1.  The  complications  were,  en- 
largement of  the  spleen  or  liver,  anaemia  or 

chronic  gastric  catarrh,  paludal  cachexia, 
etc.   The  remedy  was  successful  in  161  of 

|  the  200  complicated  cases,  or  61.9  per  cent. ; 
and  in  149  (or  86.6  per  cent.)  of  the  172  simple 
cases.  The  percentages  of  success  in  the 
several  types  were:  in  tertian,  75  57  ;  in 
quartan,  70;  in  quotidian,  67.S9.  Among 
the  cases  in  which  the  first  dose  of  eucalyp- 

tus arrested  the  disease,  were  95  complicated 
and  107  simple;  28  of  the  former  and  20  of 
the  latter  had  previous^  been  treated  un- 

successfully with  quinine.  In  the  cases 
where  the  paroxysms  recurred,  there  were 
70  complicated  and  38  simple  ;  quinine  had 
been  given  without  success  in  27  of  the  for- 

mer, and  in  15  of  the  latter. 
Of  the  432  patients,  353  were  men,  46 

women,  and  33  children.  There  were  155 
patients  who  were  immigrants  into  the  lo- 

calities; and  in  these  the  disease  was  more 
frequently  attended  with  complications, 
and  the  treatment  was  les3  successful  than 
among  the  indigenous  inhabitants. 
The  treatment  was  generally  commenced 

on  the  fifth  day  after  the  first  paroxysm  of 
ague;  its  duration  average  9£  days,  that 
with  quinine  in  previous  years  having  been 
12J  days.. 
The  tincture  was  made  by  dividing  into 

small  pieces  the  leaves  of  eucalyptus  ob- 
tained through  France  from  the  native 

country  of  the  plant,  and  macerating  in 
alcohol  for  three  months.  Ten  pounds  of 
leaves  yielded  twenty-five  quarts  of  the 
tincture.  The  average  dose  was  two 
drachms;  and  the  average  quantity  used 
for  each  patient  was  seven  drachms — this, 
however,  varied  much,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  case  and  its  complications. 

Dr.  Keller  concludes  that  eucalyptus  must 
be  regarded  as  a  very  important  remedy  for 
ague;  but  that  the  plant  as  cultivated  in 
Austria  is  less  efficacious  than  that  imported 
from  its  native  soil;  that  the  remedy  is  of 
service  especially  in  obstinate  cases  of  ague 
where  quinine  has  been  given  unsuccess- 

fully ;  and  that  the  average  duration  of 
treatment  by  eucalyptus  is  shorter  than  that 
by  quinine.  He  believes  that  the  tincture 
is  the  most  eligible  preparation  of  the  plant, 
as  the  essential  oil  is  retained. 
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Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

-Recent  German  Medical  Works. 

Among  the  German  medical  publications 
of  the  present  year  we  may  mention  the 
following : — 

Arbeiten  aus  dem  physiologischen  Labor- 
atorium  der  Wiirzburger  Hochschule.  He- 
rausgegeben  von  A.  Fick.  [Aus  "  Verd- 
handlungen  derphysikalisch-medizinischen 
Gesellschaft."]  1.  Lfg.  Wurzburg,  1872. 
■Stahel,  80.    p.  1—89.    Mit  6  Steintaf. 

Beitrage  zur  Geburtshulfe  und  Gynako-- 
logie.    Herausgegeben  von  der  Gesellschaft 
fur  Geburtshulfe  in  Berlin.  I.  Bd.  1—3.  Hft. 
Berlin,   1870—72.     Hirschwald.     80.  154, 
XXXVI,  107  pp.    Mit  15  Taf. 

Die  gesarnmte  Pbysiologie  des  Menschen 

nach  dem  Standpun'kte  der  Wiener  medizi- nischen  Schule.  He  ran  sgegeben  von  der 
Redaction  der  "allgemeinen  Wiener  medi- 
zinischen  Zeitung"  Chefredacteur  B.  Kraus. 
[Aus  "  allgemeine'  Wiener  medizinisclie 
Zeitunq:."]  Wien,  1872.  Sallmayer  &  Co. 
So.    VII,  835  pp.    Mit  eingedr.  Holzschn. 

Roth, — Die  Arzneimittel  der  heutigen 
Medicin  mit  Formeln  ihrer  Anwendung 
und  einem  therapeutischen  Repetitorium 
als  Anhang.  Taschenbuch  fiir  Aertze. 
Wurzburg,  1872.  Stuber.  80.  XV,  193  pp. 
.  Biermann,  A. — Climatische  Kurorte  und 

ihre  Indicationen.  Leipzig,  1872,  O.  Wigand. 
80.    VIII,  211  pp. 
Cohnheim,  Jul. — Untersuchungen  uber  die 

embolischen  Processe.  Mit  1  Taf.  in  Far- 
bendruck.  Berlin,  1872.  Hirschwald.  80.* VIII,  118  pp. 
Merkel,  Fr.,  Die  linea  nuchae  suprema. 

Anatomis^h  und  authropologisch  betiach- 
tet.  Mit  7  photogr.  Taf.  Leipzig.  1872. 
Engelmann.    80.    IV,  22  pp. 
Mettenheimer,  C. — Beobachtungen  liber 

die  typhoiden  Erkrankungen  der  franzosis- 
clien  Kriegsgefangenen  in  Schwerin.  Be?*~ 
lin,  1872.  Hirschwald.    80.    87  pp. 
Any  of  these  can  be  obtained  through  L. 

W.  Schmidt,  24  Barclay  street,  New  York 
City, 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Surgeon  Gene- 

ral's Office,  United  States  Army.  With 
an  alphabetical  index  of  subjects.  Wash- 

ington :    Government    Printing  Office, 
1872.    1  vol.,  royal  8vo.  pp.  454. 
The  library  attached  to  the  Army  Medical 

Museum  has  been  virtually  created  within 
the  last  decade.    Its  size,  though  not  suffi- 

cient to  embrace  all  or  nearly  all  the  works 
of  reference  desired  by  an  earnest  student  of 
the  past  of  medical  science,  is  still  respecta- 

ble.   This  catalogue  contains  about  13,000 
titles,  including  13,330  volumes.   Its  defi- 

ciencies are  frankly  confessed  in  the  prefa- 
tory memorandum,  and  we  are  informed  that 

the  present  is  regarded  merely  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  a  more  extended  catalogue, 

when  the  collection  is  nearer  completion. 
The  plan  followed  is  the  same  as  that  of 

the  Library  of  Congress,  being  strictly  alpha- 
betical, and  with  like  avoidance  of  capitali- 

zation of  catch  words  in  titles.  Whether 
this  latter  is  not  carried  too  far,  when  even. 
German  nouns  are  commenced  in  lower 
c^se,  we  leave  others  to  judge.  Jacob 
Grimm  is  the  only  authority  for  such  an  in- 

novation, and  he  has  no  disciples. 
In  examining  further  into  the  distinctness 

of  the  catalogue,  it  strikes  us  that  sufficient 
care  has  not  been  exercised  in  distinguish- 

ing between  different  authors.  For  instance, 
there  have  been  three  medical  writers  this 

century  bearing  the  name  of  John  Bell,  and  "1 not  only  does  the  catalogue  make  no  dis- 
tinction between  them  ̂ though  works  of  all 

three  are  in  the  library),  but  mixes  up  the 
titles  of  their  books  in  an  entirely  hetero- 

geneous manner.  The  distinction  could 
easily  be  made  by  inserting  in  brackets  after 
the  name  the  place  of  residence,  as  in  this 
instance:  (of  Edinburgh),  (of  New  York), 
and  (of  Philadelphia).  The  arbitrary  omis- 

sion of  a  part  of  an  author's  name  (e.g.  see 
Xavier  Bichat),  is  also  objectionable. 

In  spite  of  these  and  a  few  other  criticisms 
to  which  the  Catalogue  is  open,  it  will  be 
found  of  vast  value  to  the  investigator.  In  its 
future  and  more  extended  form  we  hope  it 
will  include  writers  of  articles  in  all 
American  medical  periodical  literature,  a 
very  complete  collection  of  which  the  library 
aims  to  contain.  Such  an  addition  to  it  will 
redound  to  our  national  honor,  and  still 
more  to  the  advantage  of  medical  science. 

In  reference  to  the  selection  of  the  works 
forming  the  library,  great  credit  is  due  those 
who  have  had  the  matter  in  charge.  Few 

standard  works  within  the'  last  century  are 
wanting.  Yet  we  cannot  forbear  mention- 

ing some  whose  absence  is  conspicuous ;  e.g. 
Alexander  Humboldt's  remarkable  uVer- 
suche  uber  die  gereizte  Muskel  und  Nerven 

Faser;"  Goethe's  Essays  on  Comparative 
Anatomy,  which  are  the  very  foundation  of 
the  science  ;  Tytler,  the  first  English  writer 
on  cholera,  etc.  Doubtless  these  lacuna? 
will  be  filled  as  opportunity  and  appropria- 

tions permit,  for  "the  eternal  want  of 
pence"  vexes  surgeons  as  well  as  other  pub- 

lic men. 
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8,  W.  BUTLEE,  M,  D,,  D.  G.  BEINTON,  M.  D.,  Editors- 
tJ3  Medical  Societies  and  Clinical  Reports  Notes 

and  Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Corres- 
pondence, News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  in- 

terest, are  respectfully  solicited. 
Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as 

require  original  experimental  research,  analysis, 
or  observation,  -will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

JCf*  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  prac- 
tical, brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject, 

and  carefully  prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revi- 
sion. 

£j=  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us 
copies  of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medi- 

cal Society  meetirgs,  or  other  items  of  special 
medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  of 

country  practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a 
fund  of  infoimation  that  rightfully  belongs  to  the 
profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  respon- 

sibility lor  statements  made  over  the  names  of 
correspondents. 

DR.  LIEBREICH'3  ART  CRITICISMS. 
The  eminent  German  Ophthalmologist, 

Dr.  Liebreich,  who,  about  a  year  ago,  mi- 
grated from  the  continent  to  London,  has 

created  no  small  stir  among  the  artists,  art 

critics,  and  art  teachers,  by' what  they  call 
his  audacious  explanations  of  the  peculiarities 

of  Turner's  and  Mulready's  later  paint- 
ings. After  liusKiN  and  his  disciples  had 

exalted  Turner  and  his  style  so  high,  and 
poured  such  withering  contempt  on  all  who 
are  not  prepared  to  echo  their  views,  it  is 
naturally  most  galling  and  unpl easing  to 
them  to  have  this  surgeon  attribute  these 

"  wonderful  effects"  to  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  a  disease  of  the  eye. 

Those  of  our  readers  not  fully  acquainted 
with  the  subject  will  readily  comprehend 

Dr.  Liebreich's  views  from  the  following 
brief  and  lucid  exposition  of  them  in  the 
New  York  Nation.  The  year  in  which 

Turner's  style  commenced  to  manifest  its 
peculiarities  was  1831,  after  which  date  his 

pictures,  Dr.  Liebreich  maintains,  are  al- 
together out  of  drawing.  This  disease  con- 

sists in  an  affection  of  the  crystalline  lens, 

which,  in  its  first  stages,  causes  in  the  eye 

of  the  painter  a  diffusion  of  light,  prevent- 
ing  his  seeing  with  precision  and  definite- 
ness  the  lighted  parts  of  the  object  of  vision, 

and  this  diffusion  got  expression  in  the  pic- 
tures in  a  sort  of  bluish  haze ;  then  after- 

wards, as  the  disease  made  progress,  a 

limited  opacity  developed  itself  in  the  crys- 
talline lens,  the  consequence  of  which  was, 

speaking  roughly,  that  the  painter  could  see 
illuminated  surfaces  vertically  but  could 
hardly  at  all  see  horizontally ;  a  mere  point 
of  light  he  saw  as  a  vertical  line  which  was 
the  longer  in  proportion  to  the  intensity  of 
the  light.  Thus  there  will  proceed  from 

the  sun  in  one  of  Turner's  later  pictures  a 
vertical  streak  of  light  dividing  the  picture 

into  two  halves  unconnected  by  any  hori- 
zontal line.  Objects  less  illuminated  are 

distorted  less,  but  still  are  all  distorted  more 
or  less;  thus  persons  in  a  boat,  or  houses 
near  a  canal,  blend  so  entirely  with  their 
own  reflections  in  the  water  that  no  horizon- 

tal line  of  demarcation  between  substance 

and  shadow  is  in  any  way  visible.  The 
justice  of  these  criticisms,  which  confounded 
many  of  his  auditors,  Dr.  Liebreich  i3 
said  to  have  demonstrated  by  means  of  a 
screen,  a  magic  lantern,  a  lens,  and  a  copy 

on  glass  of  one  of  Turner's  Venetian  pic- 
tures, painted  before  his  eyesight  had  be- 
come affected.  Placing  the  copy  in  the 

magic  lantern,  he  threw  on  the  screen  the 
picture  as  painted ;  then  applying  to  the 
lantern  a  lens  simulating  the  diseased  eye, 
he  showed  to  the  audience  the  picture  as 
Turner  painted  it  on  his  second  visit  to 

Venice  in  1839 ;  *'  the  resemblance  to  his 
pictures  painted  after  this  date  was  certainly 

very  striking,"  says  the  Academy. 
Most  of  the  English  medical  weeklies  co- 

incide with  the  foreign  savant's  demonstra- 
tion. But  The  Doctor,  a  London  monthly, 

attacked  it  bitterty,  and  "exposed  its  falla- 
cies;" and  the  Saturday  Review,  which  is 

nothing  unless  critical,  as  everybody  knows, 
and  has  been  in  times  past  savage  on  the 

Turnerites,  disputed  Dr.  Liebreich's  con- 
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elusions,  though  it  blundered  badly  in  its 
optics  in  doing  so. 

Later,  a  writer  in  the  Nation  defends 

Turner  on  the  ground  that  whether  the 

Turneresque  effects  may  or  may  not  be  pro- 
duced by  a  diseased  lens  and  simulated  by 

an  artificial  one,  Turner,  nevertheless,  did 

wittingly  what  he  put  on  canvass,  as  any- 
body can  prove  to  themselves  by  looking  at 

the  sun  and  watching  the  effect  on  the 

visual  powers  of  such  excess  of  light.  It 
will  produce  similar  streaks  of  light  and  in- 

distinctness of  outline. 

We  presume  the  battle  is  by  no  means 
done  yet.  If  the  Turnerites  take  as  their 

own  the  position  that  true  art,  the  highest 

art,  ought  to  represent  objects  as  they  ap- 
pear to  diseased  or  to  half-blinded,  tear- 

filled,  dazzled  eyes,  and  not  to  the  eyes  of 
health  and  comfort,  they  will  doubtless 
maintain  it  with  the  same  obstinacy  as  they 
have  other  equally  sensible  theories;  and 
will,  indeed,  add  still  further  to  the  lofty 
contempt  with  which  they  have  hitherto 
regarded  those  artists  who  love  to  portray 
nature  in  her  calm  simplicity,  in  her  sane 
and  clear  surroundings,  in  her  positive  yet 
infinitely  suggesting  forms,  in  her  austerity 
and  firmness,  in  her  minute  fidelity,  and  in 

her  rigid  positivism— qualities  which  they 
rank  too  low  to  allow  any  place  in  art. 

OK"  TOLEEANCE  OF  IMPUBE  AIR. 
Tradition  says  that  Mithridates  Eupator, 

king  of  Pontus,  fearing  lest  the  many  de- 
signs against  his  life  should  some  day  suc- 
ceed by  poison,  so  accustomed  his  constitu- 

tion to  quantities  of  fatal  drugs,  that  when 
the  time  came  that  his  son  revolted  and 

shut  him  in  a  tower,  no  amount  that  he 
could  swallow  affected  his  case-hardened 

system,  and  he  was  obliged  to  ask  his  Gaul- 
ish body  guards  to  oblige  him  by  thrusting  a 

sword  blade  through  his  body. 

Such  success  is  not  so  incredible  as  it 
seems  when  we  recall  what  enormous 

amounts  of  opium  and  corrosive  sublimate 

are  consumed  by  opium  eaters;  how  the 
Styrian  peasants  thrive  on  arsenic,  in  doses 
that  would  kill  a  half  dozen  of  us;  and  with 

what  indifference  decayed  meat  and  vege- 
tables are  eaten  by  savage  tribes. 

What  these  examples  prove  is  the  singular 
tolerance  which  the  human  system  acquires 
to  the  most  poisonous  ingesta.  fAny  one 
who  would  seek  to  deduce  from  them  the 

conclusion  that  such  substances  are,  there- 
fore, harmless  in  these  quantities,  would  be 

laughed  at.  Yet  we  repeatedly  see  and  hear 
an  almost  precisely  analogous  inference 
drawn  in  State  medicine.  Because  men  can 

be  and  are  exposed  to  noxious  odors  and  a 
poisoned  atmosphere  for  long  periods,  those 
interested  in  the  continuance  of  nuisances 

insist  that  the  community  at  large  will  not 
suffer. 

That  a  very  singular  tolerance  to  poison  is 
shown  by  those  engaged  in  many  pursuits  is 
very  true.  During  the  late  terrible  epidemic 
of  yellow  fever  at  Buenos  Ayres  the  grave 

diggers,  some  three  hundred  in  number, 
handling  the  corpses  and  clothing  of  the 

dead  every  day,  escaped  the  disease  entirely , 
not  one  of  them,  it  is  said,  having  even  con- 

tracted it. 

If  anything,  seems  certain  in  epidemi- 
ology, it  is  that  sewer  emanations  are  in- 
tensely poisonous.  Yet  it  is  an  unquestioned 

fact  that  the  sewer  cleaners  of  London  and 

other  cities,  exposed  to  these  emanations  for 
hours  every  day,  are  uncommonly  healthy. 
It  might  be  supposed  that  this  was  because 
the  sewage  had  not  yet  been  acted  upon  by 
the  external  air,  the  sun  and  heat.  But 

where  sewage  is  used  as  a  fertilizer  no  bad 
effects  seem  to  follow. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  asserts  that 

evidence  of  a  positive  character  has  been 

given  that  no  injury  to  health  has  ever  been 
traced  to  mismanaged  sewage-farms.  Dr. 
Christison  states,  with  regard  to  the  Craig- 
intinny  meadows,  where  certainly  too  large 
an  amount  of  sewage  is  turned  on  to  the 

land,  that  he  is  "satisfied  that  neither  ty- 
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phus  nor  enteric  fever,  nor  dysentery  nor 
cholera,  is  to  be  encountered  in  or  around 

them,  whether  in  epidemic  or  non-epidemic 
seasons,  more  than  in  any  other  agricultural 

district  of  the  neighborhood."  Dr.  Alfred 
Carpenter  points  out  that,  in  the  registra- 

tion sub-district  in  which  the  Beddington 
farm  is  situated,  while  the  births  for  the  year 

ending  April  1st,  1872,  were  at  the -rate  of 
33  per  1000,  the  death-rate  was  only  9  per 
1000,  and  that  the  deaths  "do  not  include  a 
single  ease  of  fever."  Dr.  Gooch,  of  Eton, 
says :  "As  medical  officer  of  the  Eton  Union, 
and.  attending  almost  every  family  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  farm,  I  can  confidently 
assert  that  not  one  single  case  of  illness  has 

occurred  from  the  effects  of  the  sewage;" 
and  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Rugby,  tells  how  chil- 

dren who  "looked  pale  and  delicate"  have 
become  healthy  and  strong,  and  have  had  no 

illness  whatever,  "after  living  three  years 
surrounded  by  sewage-irrigation,"  and  this 
on  a  farm  held  up  as  a  pattern  of  bad  manage- 
ment. 

Professor  Hammond  relates  some  striking 
instances  of  tolerance  of  organic  poisons  in 
a  recent  lecture  on  Public  Hygiene,  printed 
in  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  a  few  of 

which  we  quote  > — 
In  1814,  after  the  battle  of  Paris,  four  thou- 

sand dead  horses  remained  on  the  soil  during 
fifteen  days,  and  were  for  that  time  subjected 
to  a  high  temperature.  Men  were  employed 
to  gather  them  together  in  order  that  they 
might  be  burnt,  but  not  one  of  those  who 
undertook  this  disgusting  work  suffered  in 
health  in  the  least  degree.  During  our  own 
recent  civil  war  similar  instances  of  dead 
men  and  animals  remaining  on  the  ground 
several  days  in  a  state  of  decomposition  oc- 

curred, and  yet  in  no  case  did  the  neighbor- 
ing inhabitants  suffer  any  deterioration  of 

health.  Like  examples  could  readily  be  ad- 
duced from  the  late  Franco-German  War. 

Those  who  have  attended  dissecting  rooms 
in  which  there  were  numerous  bodies  in  all 
stages  of  decomposition,  will  probably  not 
be  able  to  recall  a  single  instance  in  which 
any  of  the  students  or  attendants  contracted 
disease  from  inspiring  the  gases  and  vapors 
which  abounded.    Probably  the  emanations 

from  bodies  dead  of  some  highly-malignant 
disease,  such  as  the  plague,  puerperal  fever, 
or  glanders,  are  more  noxious  than  those 
which  arise  from  animals  which  have  died 

from  accidents  or  non-putrid  affections,  but 
this  even  is  a  disputed  point. 

In  our  own  case,  however,  we  do  recall 
one  occasion  when  for  two  weeks  we  were 

obliged  to  cease  our  medical  studies  on  ac- 
count of  typhoid  symptoms  brought  about 

by  too  diligent  dissection  of  a  "fresh  sub- 
ject" far  advanced  in  decomposition. 

In  the  year  1828  a  commission  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  French  Government  to  in- 

quire into  the  sanitary  relations  of  the  large 
knackeries  in  Paris.  It  was  found  that  all 
the  men,  women  and  children  connected 
with  these  establishments  were  remarkable 
for  the  excellence  of  their  health,  and  fine, 
ruddy  appearance.  The  workmen  generally 
were  long-lived,  and  many  of  them  had  at- 

tained to  extreme  old  age.  Persons  who 
resided  in  the  vicinity  of  these  places  were 
likewise  ascertained  to  be  unusually  healthy. 
Epidemic  fever  seemed  to  be  powerless  to 
affect  the  persons  engaged  in  employments 
by  which  they  were  exposed  almost  con- 

tinually to  the  most  offensive  emanations 
from  decomposing  animal  matters,  and  even 
the  cholera  passed  them  by.  In  the  whole 
course  of  their  examination  the  members  of 
the  commission  were  unable  to  obtain  the 

least  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  dis- 
gusting odors  produced  in  the  establish- 

ments in  question  were  ever  the  cause  of  ill 
health. 
The  Church  of  the  Capuchins,  at  Rome, 

affords  a  notable  example.  For  several  hun- 
dred years  all  the  monks  belonging  to  the 

monastery  attached  to  that  church  who 
have  died  have  been  buried  in  a  small  cellar 
under  the  building.  After  the  soft  parts 
have  become  decomposed  the  skeletons  are 
taken  up  and  placed  in  their  monastic  gar- 

ments around  the  walls  of  the  room.  Sub- 
sequently, when  the  joints  likewise  have 

yielded  to  the  inroads  of  time,  the  bones  are 
arranged  on  the  walls  and  ceiling  in  the 
form  of  rosettes,  arabesques,  and  other  fanci- 

ful figures.  There  are  always  ten  or  twelve 
bodies  in  the  ground,  and  as  many  skeletons 
standing  around  the  room.  The  whole 
apartment  is  a  charnel-house  made  up  al- 

most entirely  of  the  debris  of  human  bones 
in  all  stages  of  decomposition;  and  yet  there 
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is  no  instance  of  any  sickness  having  oc- 

curred among  the  thousands  of  persons  who 
annually  visit  it,  which  could  in  the  slight- 

est degree  be  attributed  to  auy  influence 
exerted  by  the  locality,  and  the  monks  who 
live  over  it,  and  who  visit  it  constantly,  are 
remarkable  for  their  sleek  and  rotund  ap- 

pearance. Indeed,  the  good  natured  friar 
who  has  acted  as  the  janitor  and  exhibitor 
of  this  strange  chamber  for  several  years  is 
a  wonderful  specimen  of  robust  health. 

These  examples  are  those  of  tolerance  to 
poison,  not  proofs  of  an  absence  of  poisonous 
material  present.  They  offer  no  excuse  for 
a  neglect  of  cleanliness,  and  no  palliation 
for  the  maintenance  of  nuisances.  Exam- 

ples on  the  other  side  are  far  more  numerous 

and  positive.  Boards  of  Health  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors  ought  not  to  be  misled  by  such 
instances. 
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Notes  and  Comments, 

Action  of  Digitalis 
M.  Gourvat  (Gazette  Medicate,  1871,  Nos. 

26,  etc.,  and  18T2,  1,  2,  4,  S)  finds  that  mode- 
rate doses  of  digitaline  given  to  frogs  para- 
lyze the  motor  nerves  of  voluntary  muscles ; 

and  larger  doses  destroy  the  irritability  of 
the  muscles  themselves.  Involuntary  mus- 

cular fibres  appear  to  be  stimulated  by  it. 
Moderate  doses  cause  a  transient  contraction 
of  the  arterioles  ;  large  doses  cause  a  longer 

contraction.  In  both  cases'  the  contraction 
of  the  arterioles  is  succeeded  by  paralysis 
and  dilatation.  The  contraction  is  caused 

by  the  action  of  the  digitaline  on  the  vaso- 
motor nerves,  and  not  on  the  walls  of  the 

arterioles  themselves.  The  beats  of  the 
heart  are  rendered  stronger,  slower,  and 
more  regular,  by  moderate  doses.  The  arte- 

rial tension  is  increased.  The  retardation 
of  the  pulse  is  due  to  the  increase  in  the 
arterial  tension,  and  is  proportioned  to  it. 
The  contraction  of  the  arterioles  lessens  the 
secretion  from  the  skin,  mucous  membranes, 
and  glands,  except  the  kidneys,  the  urine 
being  increased. 

Physiological  Action  of  Tobacco  Smoke. 
Vohl  and  Eulenberg  (Arch.  Pharm. 

<Jhem.,  cxlvii,  page  130)   find   that  the 

amount  of  nicotine  in  snuff  and  tobacco  for 

chewing  is  so  minute  that  nothing  like  nico- 
tine poisoning  can  result  from  their  use.  The 

action  of  tobacco  smoke  and  tobacco  juice  is 
not  due  to  nicotine,  for  it  contains  none,  but 
to  pyridine,  picoline,  colledine,  and  other 
bases,  forming  a  homologous  series,  which 

are  produced  during  the 'combustion  of  the 
tobacco.  The  reason  why  stronger  tobacco 
can  be.  smoked  in  a  cigar  than  in  a  pipe  is, 
that  in  the  pipe  a  large  quantity  of  pyridine 
is  formed,  which  is  very  volatile  and  stupe- 

fying; while  in  a  cigar  little  pyridine  and 
much  colledine  are  formed.  The  unpleasant 

symptoms  experienced  by  persons  just  be- 
ginning to  smoke,  or  who  smoke  to  excess, 

as  well  as  the  poisonous  effect  of  tobacco 
juice,  are  not  due  to  nicotine,  but  to  the 
pyridine  and  picoline  bases;  and  they  have 
probably  been  attributed  to  nicotine  because 
these  bases,  especially  those  having  a  high 
boiling  point,  greatly  resemble  nicotine  both 
in  smell  and  in  physiological  action,  pro- 

ducing contraction  of  the  pupil,  difficult 
respiration,  convulsions,  and  death.  They 
do  not  act  so  quickly  when  injected  under 
the  skin  as  when  taken  into  the  stomach, 
and  their  action  is  less  rapid  than  that  of 
nicotine.  Other  plants  which  are  some- 

times used  for  smoking,  though  they  con- 
tain no  nicctine,  such  as  dandelion,  willow 

wood,  and  stramonium,  yield  pyridine 
bases,  whose  action  is  very  like  those  from 
tobacco,  though  rather  weaker.  Pure  pico- 

line from  Boghead  coal  had  a  similar 
action ;  and  its  vapor  was  poisonous,  pro- 

ducing irritation  of  the  respiratory  passages, 
slight  convulsions,  and  death.  None  of 
these,  except  the  bases  from  willow  wood, 
produced  contraction  of  the  pupil.  Tho 
authors  consider  that  the  effects  produced 

by  opium  smoking  are  not  due  to  the  alka- 
loids in  the  opium,  but  to  the  bases  formed 

during  its  combustion ;  and  that  the  differ- 
ence between  it  and  tobacco  is  owing  to 

different  bases  being  formed  by  their  com- 
bustion. 

An  Apt  Keproof. 
There  are  some  anatomists  who  violently 

itch  to  prove  the  identity  of  man  and  mon- 
key. Those  eminent  osteologists,  MM. 

Pruner-Bey  and  Paul  Broca,  are  not 
free  from  this  infection*  A  review  in  the 
last  number  of  the  Journal  of  Psychological 
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Medicine  relates  this  apt  reproof  adminis- 
tered them  by  M.  de  Quatrefages. 

This  able  physiologist  and  anthropologist, 
in  admitting  that  the  importance  of  the 
bone  discoveries  at  Cro-Magnon  can  hardly 
be  too  highly  estimated,  is  anxious  to  warn 
his  hearers  of  the  danger  and  fallacy  of 
assigning  significance  to  characters  of  which 
in  effect  we  know  neither  the  cause  nor  the 

value,  and  he  strongly  criticises  the  ten- 
dency shown  by  his  colleagues,  Messrs. 

Psuner-Bey  and  Broca,  to  regard  certain 
characters  as  determined  signs  of  inferiority 
or  of  superiority  ;  very  aptlv  illustrating  the 
unsoundness  of  the  practice  which  he  con- 

demns, by  remarking  that,  although  M. 
Pruner-Bey  sees  a  sign  of  inferiority  in  a 
faintly-marked  disposition  of  the  parietal 
bones  to  form  a  ridge  at  the  sagittal  suture, 
as  found  indeed  occasionally  among  some 
races  of  men  who  are  justly  placed  near  the 
lowest  stages  of  civilization,  he  himself  has 
noticed  it  recently  in  a  perfectly  pure  white 
man,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the 
delegates  who  had  come  to  the  Paris  Con- 

gress of  Science  from  America,  in  whom  it 
was  more  strongly  marked  than  in  any 
skull  in  the  Paris  Museum. 
After  that,  M.  de  Quatrefages  may 

surely  be  pardoned  for  begging  for  the  exer- 
cise of  a  little  caution  on  the  part  of  his 

brother  anthropologists,  before  they  en- 
deavor to  support  preconceived  views  of  the 

origin  and  descent  of  the  human  race,  by 
giving  undue  significance  to  assumed  agree- 

ments between  fossil  man  and  apes.  He 
thinks  that  the  view  of  Europe  having 
been  originally  peopled  by  a  race  of  only 
one  cephalic  conformation  must  be  wholly 
laid  aside  by  the  discoveries  of  Cro-Magnon, 
and  he  agrees  with  M.  Broca  in  assuming 
the  coexistence  of  both  the  brachycephalic 
and  the  dolichocephalic  types,  and  sees  in 
the  cave-dwellers  of  the  Stone  Age  the 
representatives  of  the  two  forms. 

Mental  Effects  of  Kheumatism. 

Dr.  Faure  says,  in  a  recent  French  Jour- 
nal, that  a  man  who  is  subject  to  rheuma- 
tism will  very  often  tell  you,  if  you  ask  him 

— for  he  has  no  reason  to  refer  what  passes 
in  his  mind  to  the  sensations  in  his  arms  or 

legs,  or  elsewhere  in  his  muscular  system — 
that  he  has  moments  of  despondency  with- 

out cause,  of  inquietude,  of  forlornness,  inex- 
plicable to  himself.   Then  he  is  discouraged 

without  cause,  and  sees  everything  in  the 
shade;  that  which  ought  scarcely  to  be  the 
object  of  a  slight  care,  becomes  the  cause  of 
a  cruel  torment;  he  is  without  force,  his 
thoughts  caii  be  fixed  on  nothing,  all  intel- 

lectual work  is  impossible  ;  if  he  wishes  to 
solve  a  problem,  he  soon  experiences  fatigue 
and  heaviness  of  his  head,  which  often  turn 
into  a  violent  headache ;  then  his  sensations 
are  altered,  his  affections  cease,  he  is  indif- 

ferent to  everything;  that  which  has  the 
most  right  or  power  over  his  mind,  remem- 

brances which  are  most  dear  or  most  painful, 
have  no  interest  for  him.  His  character 

has  changed..  He  is  conscious  of  his  condi- 
tion, and  can  for  a  few  minutes  rouse  him- 

self out  of  it.  A  crisis  may  follow,  his  head 
is  congested,  he  feels  quite  giddy.  Finally , 
all  these  symptoms  disappear,  and  his  mind 
recovers  its  tone  and  clearness.  The  attacks 
vary  much  with  individual  disposition. 

Digestion  of  Calomel. 

In  his  recent  lecture  on  "Diet  and  Medi- 
cine, Dr.  Symes  Thompson  showed  that 

some  drugs  undergo  a  process  of  solution 
within  the  body  analogous  to  that  which 
food  passes  through  under  the  influence  of 

the  digestive  juices. '  With  the  assistance  of  • 
Professor  HeAton  he  demonstrated  Tusoif's 
experiment  on  calomel.   In  one  vessel  calo- 

mel and  hydrochloric  acid  were  placed,  and 
in  another  calomel,  acid,  and  pepsine.  After 
digestion  for  two  or  three  hours  at  the  tem- 

perature of  the  blood  (care  being  taken  that 
the  heat  should  not  rise  above  140  degrees 
Fahr.),  the  contents  of  both  vessels  were 
thrown  on  filters.    The  filtered  liquid  from 
the  second  gave  a  black  precipitate  with  sul- 

phuretted hydrogen,  showing  that  pepsine 
had  rendered  the  calomel  soluble,  while  the 
liquid  from  the  first  was  unaffected  by  the 
gas.    This  experiment  has  served  to  remove 
much  of  the  difficulty  previously  felt  of  ac- 

counting for  the  effect  of  a  salt  insoluble  in 
acid,  and  is  of  value  as  showing  why  calo- 

mel does  not  produce  its  characteristic  effects 
in  cholera  and  other  conditions  in  which 
the  digestive  powers  are  in  abeyance,  or 
when  the  active  ingredients  of  the  gastric 
juice  are  wanting. 

Cure  for  Colds. 

A  Berlin  correspondent  of  the  London 
Druggists'  Circular  says : — The  dreary  days 
of  winter  have  passed  away,  and  as  I  hope, 
colds  and  catarrhs  have  left  likewise,  and  if 
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I  now  mention  a  good  cure  for  these  enemies 
of  our  winter  enjoyments,  it  may  be  said 
that  it  comes  post  festum,  but  I  believe  it  is 
better  to  be  late  than  not  to  come  at  all,  in- 

asmuch as  the  remedy,  indeed,  has  been 
found  very  effective,  and  its  application 
very  simple  and  not  unpleasant  to  the 
patient.  It  is  prepared  in  the  following 
manner.  A  wide-mouth  glass-stoppered 
bottle  is  filled  with  amianth,  or  better,  with 
cotton,  and  then  the  following  mixture  is 
poured  on,  so  that  the  cotton  or  amianth  is 
perfectly  saturated  with  it  :— 

R.    Acid,  carbolic  puriss.,  5.0,  £)iv. 
Liq.  Amnion,  caustic,  6.0,  ̂ iss. 

spec,  gravity  0.960. 
Aquae  destillat.,  10.0.         3U-  BU- 
Spirit,  vini.  rectificatiss,  ̂ iv. 

The  vapors  are  drawn  into  the  nose  fre- 
quently during  the  day,  and  now  and  then 

inhaled  into  the  mouth.  A  medical  gentle- 
man of  Stettin,  who  is  renowned  not  only 

for  his  skill  as  a  physician,  but  likewise  for 
the  tremendous  catarrh  that  troubles  him 
regularly  every  winter,  has  used  this  olfac- 
torium  anticatarrhoicum  with  perfect  suc- 

cess on  his  own  person,  and  afterwards  on 
many  of  his  patients,  and  recommends  it 
highly. 

Chinese  Treatment  of  Tetanus. 
This  mode  of  treatment  of  tetanus  has 

been  seen  by  English  physicians  in  China 
and  India  to  be  successful:  The  patient 
smokes  in  a  pipe  a  mixture  of  from  twenty 
to  twenty -five  centigrammes  of  crude  opium 
and  tea  or  rose  leaves,  which  are  worked  up 
with  a  small  quantity  of  molasses.  When 
smoking  he  must  inspire  as  deeply  as  possi- 

ble, and  continue  this  operation  until  the 
narcotic  influence  is  noticed.  This  con- 

tinues then,  as  a  rule,  three  or  four  hours. 
The  smoking  is  repeated  as  soon  as  the  te- 

tanic symptoms  reappear.  In  the  mean- 
time as  much  nourishment  as  possible  is 

given.  In  using  opium  thus  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  its  narcotic  effect  is  some- 

what neutralized  by  tobacco. 

A  Medical  Lesson  from  French  History. 
A  French  medical  journal  contains  a 

medical  study  of  the  royal  house  of  Valois, 
by  Dr.  Corlieu. 
He  observes  that  although  Fran  cis  I,  chief  of 

that  race,  had  five  children,  of  whom  three 
were  boys,  and  his  son  and  successor,  Henry 
II,  had  ten  children,  of  whom  five  were  sons, 
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yet  the  crown  of  France  was  only  preserved 
in  the  family  seventy-five  years.  The  dy- 

nasty, struck  in  its  origin,  and  if  marked  for 
decay  by  the  "  finger  of  God,"  was,  perhaps, 
so  also,  according  to  M.  Corlieu,  by  the  seal 
of  syphilis. 

Francis  I,  chief  of  the  dynasty  of  Valois, 
born  at  Cognac,  12th  September,  1194,  died 
at  Rambouillet  the  31st  March,  1547,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three  years,  consumed  at  the 
time  by  political  embarrassments,  by  the 
effects  of  the  debauched  life  he  led,  by  an 
affection  of  the  urinary  passages,  a  perineal 
fistula,  and  the  remains  of  syphilis.  The 
issue  of  his  marriage  with  Claude  of  France, 
daughter  of  Louis  XII,  were  five  children, 
namely,  Francis,  dauphin,  died  in  infancy, 
1533 ;  Charles,  Duke  of  Orleans,  died  in  1545, 
at  23  years  of  age ;  Charlotte,  died  in  infancy  ; 
Henry  II,  died  by  accident  in  1559,  aged  40 
years;  Marguerite  of  France,  wife  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  died  in  1547,  aged  24  years. 
Thus  death  rapidly  mowed  down  the  first 
stock;  nor  was  it  less  sparing  toward  the 
second.  Henry  II  by  his  marriage  with 
Catharine  de  Medicis  had  ten  children,  five 
sons  and  five  daughters,  namely :  Francis  II, 
died  of  scrofula  in  1560,  aged  17;  Louis  of 
Orleans,  died  in  infancy  ;  Charles  IX,  died  of 
phthisis  in  1574,  aged  24;  Henry  III,  assassi- 

nated at  the  age  of  38 ;  Francis  of  Alencon  died 
of  phthisis  in  1584,  at  30.  On  the  part  of  the 
Queen  of  Navarre  the  five  daughters  were 
no  more  favored.  Elizabeth  of  France,  third 
wife  of  Philip  II,  of  Spain,  died  in  1568,  at  23 
years  of  age,  leaving  two  children  ;  Claude 
of  France,  wife  of  Charles  II,  of  Lorraine, 
died  in  1575,  aged  27,  having  borne  nine 
children  ;  Jeanne  of  France  died  in  infancy  ; 
Victoire  of  France  died  also  in  infancy ; 
Marguerite  of  Valois  died  in  1615,  at  the 
comparatively  ripe  age  of  62.  Henry  III 
married  Louise  of  Lorraine,  but  had  no 
issue. 

On  Alcohol. 
In  a  memoir  on  alcohol  in  health  and 

disease,  Dr.  Marvaud  says  that  alcohol  ex- 
ercises on  the  organism  in  health  a  complete 

action,  which  depends — 1st.  On  its  presence 
in  a  free  state  in  the  blood  ;  2d.  On  the  al- 

terations which  it  undergoes  in  the  economy. 
In  its  free  state  in  the  blood  alcohol  acts  like 
the  anaesthetics.  It  also  alters  the  form  of 
the  blood  globules,  and  by  its  influence  on 
the  nerves  it  influences  the  respiration  and 
circulation.    Alcohol,  when  changed  in  the 
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economy,  is  not  a  respiratory  food,  but  an 
anti-calorific,  for  it  lessens  the  amount  of 
carbonic  acid  exhaled,  and  lowers  the  tem- 

perature. It  favors  the  production  of  fat. 
Its  double  title  as  excitant  of  the  nervous 
system  and  opponent  to  destruction,  assures 
to  alcohol  a  considerable  and  useful  place  in 
hygiene,  as  the  food  of  the  poor,  and  those 
who  take  much  bodily  labor. 

Comparative  Mortality  of  Phthisis  in  Different 
States. 

Dr.  Constantin  Paul  [Rev.  de  Therap.) 
mentions  that  in  France  the  mortality  from 
consumption  is  10  per  cent.,  whilst  in  Paris 
it  is  13.4  per  ICO.  If  the  statistical  records 
of  other  countries  are  credible,  in  Rome  it  is 
6  per  100 ;  in  Naples,  8 ;  in  Venice,  8 ;  in 
Turin,  9;  in  Geneva,  9.7;  in  England,  11; 
in  Belgium,  16  ;  in  Berlin,  17.5;  in  Vienna, 
20  ;  in  Hamburg,  22;  and  in  Boston,  United 
States,  it  is  23  per  cent.  In  general,  the 
mortality  from  phthisis  is  less  in  temperate 
climates. 

The  Medical  Use  of  Ergoted  Indian  Corn. 

The  black  fungus  of  Indian  corn  is  fami- 
liar to  all  our  country  readers.  In  the  Rivista 

Clinica  di  Bologna  for  March,  1872,  there  is  a 
lengthened  report  by  Professor  Gamberini 

on  the  employment  of  it  in  a  case  of 'psori- 
asis of  long  standing.  The  patient,  a  wo- 
man of  forty  years  of  age,  had  been  admit- 

ted into  the  Hospital  of  St.  Orsola,  in  Bo- 
longa,  .several  times,  and  discharged  on  each 
occasion  with  manifest  advantage  from  the 
treatment  pursued.  This  consisted  chiefly 
of  vapor  baths,  liquor  of  Devergie,  liquor 
of  Donovan,  carbolic  acid  administered  in- 

ternally and  applied  externally,  the  use  of 
an  ointment  made  from  a  kind  of  pitch,  etc. 

On  her  last  appearance  at  the  hospital  all 
these  curative  agencies  were  brought  into 
application,  without  any  alleviation  of  the 
malady;  they  seemed  to  be  entirely  useless, 
indeed.  It  was  at  this  juncture  that  Pro- 

fessor Gamberini  determined  to  put  to  the 
test  the  alcoholic  tincture  of  corrupted 
maize,  which  had  been  strongly  recom- 

mended for  all  cases  of  chronic  dermatosis 
by  Professor  Cesare  Lombroso,  of  Paria, 
from  apriori  considerations,  and  tried  with 
success  by  Professor  Scarenzio  on  a  case  of 
psoriasis.  The  treatment  extended  over  a 
period  of  three  months.  It  began  by  the 
administration  of  six  grammes  of  the  tinc- 

ture in  sixty  grammes  of  distilled  water,  to 
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be  taken  in  two  or  three  doses.  The  num- 
ber of  grammes  administered  daily  was  in- 

creased gradually  up  to  eighty.  An  oint- 
ment made  of  thirty  grammes  of  the  tinc- 

ture to  sixty  grammes  of  hog's  lard  was  also 
used  as  an  application  to  the  affected  parts. 
The  following  is  a  resume  of  the  phenome- 
nographia  which  accompanied  the  internal 
use  of  the  medicine.  From  the  first  the 
patient  experienced  frequent  yawning  and 
eructations.  The  appetite  stood  at  the  nor- 

mal degree  for  some  days;  afterwards  it 
went  on  gradually  increasing.  A  feeling  of 
heat  was  experienced  in  the  soles  of  the 
feet,  and  also  on  the  backs  of  the  hands. 
The  urine  was  colored,  but  did  not  produce 
smarting.  The  patient  had  a  horror  of 
baths  generally,  but  delighted  to  put  her 
feet 'and  hands  in  water.  She  could  not 
bear  the  weight  of  her  usual  bed-clothes. 
She  did  not  experience  any  diarrhoea  or  cos- 
tiveness.  The  muscular  force  at  first  de- 

creased, but  afterwards  augmented.  The 
patient  became  more  joyful  than  her  wont. 
She  was  naturally  of  a  melancholic  tem- 

perament. There  was  no  perceptible  change 
in  the  pulse.  When  it  was  found  necessary 
to  suspend  the  employment  of  the  remedy, 

owing  to  the  patient's  disgust  at  it,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  psoriasis  was  not  so 
generally  spread  over  the  body ;  that  it  was 
limited  to  the  elbows,  knees,  along  the 
tibiae,  and  very  few  places  on  the  thighs  and 
arm.  The  scales,  which  were  at  first  large 
and  numerous,  were  reduced  to  almost  no- 

thing, and  the  pruritus  had  almost  disap- 
peared. If  the  use  of  the  remedy  could 

have  been  continued  there  is  a  probability 
that  the  disease  might  have  been  entirely 
conquered ;  as  it  was,  the  result  was  mani- 

festly favorable. 
Professor  Gamberini  tried  this  remedy 

in  a  case  of  old  lupus f  but  the  stomach  of 
the  patient  could  not  support  the  smallest 
doses  after  the  first  few  days.  He  tried  it. 
again  in  a  case  of  psoriasis  diffusa  chronica, 
with  the  same  favorable  results  mentioned 
above.  He  has  no  doubt  of  the  value  of  the 
remedy. 

Substitution  of  Carbolic  or  Phenic  Acid  for 
Creasote. 

In  addition  to  what  we  said  last  week,  we 
may  add,  that  The  London  Pharmaceutical 
Journal,  for  May,  contains  the  communica- 

tion referred  to,  from  Mr.  T.  N.  R.  Morson, 
of  the  well  known  chemical  manufacturing 
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firm  of  T.  Morson  &  Son,  calling  attention 
to  the  substitution  of  carbolic  acid  for  wood 
creasote. 
No  good  test  has  hitherto  been  published 

for  discriminating  between  these  two  bodies. 
Mr.  Tkos.  Morson,  in  making  some  experi- 

ments on  adulterated  samples  of  creasote, 
discovered  that  true  wood  creasote  is  insolu- 

ble or  nearly  so  in  glycerine,  carbolic  or 
iphenic  acid;  on  the  contrary,  dissolving  in 
all  proportions,  and  any  large  amount  of 

'  this  latter  substance,  if  mixed  with  true 
creasote,  will  render  the  creasote  soluble. 
For  purposes  of  internal  administration, 

.as  also  for  preservation  of  food,  it  is  claimed 
that  carbolic  acid  does  not  replace  creasote. 
As  an  application  for  burns,  wood  creasote 
appears  to  answer  a  better  purpose  than  car- 

bolic acid,  and  occasions  less  pain  on  appli- 
cation. 

In  Europe,  where  creasote  is  more  exten- 
sively used  for  the  preservation  of  food  than 

in  this  country,  the  substitution  of  carbolic 
acid  is  more  important  on  account  of  the 
therapeutic  effects  of  the  two  differing. 

The  price  of  wood  creasote  in  the  English 
market  is  about  three  times  the  price  of 
crystallized  carbolic  acid. 

The  Howard  Hospital. 
The  Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  this 

institulioh  shows  that  it  is  doing  a  good 
work.  It  is  situated  at  15 18  and  1520  Lombard 
street,  Philadelphia.  More  than  80,000  cases 
have  been  treated  at  this  hospital  since  it 
was  commenced,  and  the  average  number 
of  applicants  during  the  last  seven  years  has 
been  7500  each  year. 

Dr.  Lawrence  Turnbtjll,  known  to  pur 
readers  as  an  occasional  contributor  to  our 
columns,  has  charge  of  the  department  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  and  during  the  seventeen 
years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  insti- 

tution has  had  in  its  clinics  over  five  thou- 
sand cases  of  disease  of  these  organs  to  treat. 

Detroit  Medical  College. 
This,  one  of  the  youngest  of  our  medical 

colleges,  seems  to  be  maintaining  a  vigorous 
life.  It  has  steadily  grown  in  favor,  and 
•seems  to  be  earnestly  devoted  to  the  true  ad- 

vancement of  medical  teaching.  The  regu- 
lar lecture  term  of  this  college  has  hitherto 

been  held  in  the  Spring  and  Summer  months. 
There  have  been  so  many  and  obvious  dis- 

advantages connected  with  this  arrange- 
ment that,  after  mature  consideration,  it  has 

seemed  best  to  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  to 
have  it  permanently  discontinued.  The 
regular  course  of  instruction  will,  therefore, 
take  place  hereafter  in  the  Autumn  and 
Winter,  beginning  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  October,  and  continuing  five  months. 
There  will  be  a  preliminary  term,  which 

will  open  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Septem- 
ber, and  continue  until  the  commencement 

of  the  regular  term.  Instruction  will  also  be 
given  during  the  Spring  and  Summer  by 
means  of  lectures  on  special  subjects  and 
practice  in  the  daily  clinics. 

Surgeon  General,  TJ.  S.  Uavy. 
Surgeon  General  J.  M.  Foltz  has  been 

retired  from  active  service  by  reason  of  age, 
and  Medical  Director  James  C.  Palmer  has 
been  appointed  to  the  position  of  Surgeon 
General,  U.  S.  Navy,  and  the  appointment 
confirmed  by  the  United  States  Senate. 

On  Xylol. 

Xylol,  the  new  remedy  against  small-pox, 
has  now  been  fairly  tried,  and  is  found  a 
most  useful  specific  against  this  dreadful  dis- 

ease. Dr.  Nagel,  in  Berlin,  has  employed  it 
in  eighty-one  cases,  counting  among  them 
eight  children  under  two  years,  six  of  them 
not  vaccinated ;  eleven  children  between 
two  and  ten  years,  four  not  vaccinated; 
twenty  patients  up  to  twenty-five  years,  the 
rest  over  that,  the  eldest  being  sixty-one  years 
of  age.  Of  these  patients,  of  whom  thirty- 
four  had  the  small-pox  in  a  very  advanced 
state,  four  died,  two  children,  unvaccinated, 
three  weeks,  and  nine  months  old,  respec- 

tively, an  adult  thirty-two  years  old,  the  lat- 
ter suffering  besides  from  inflammation  of 

the  lungs.  Dr.  Nagel  describes  Xylol  as  the 
best  remedy  against  small-pox  known,  as 
yet ;  it  prevents  the  former  large  mortality, 
and  although  it  does  not  prevent  the  break- 

ing out  of  the  disease,  it  prevents  its  assum- 
ing a  grave  character. 

Lithotomy  and  Hydrotherapeia. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  an  an- 
cient Welsh  manuscript  entitled  Meddygon 

Myddfai,  written  about  A.  D.  1300.  It  is 
curious,  first,  on  account  of  the  attempts  to 
limit  febrile  action  by  frequent  use  of  baths ; 
secondly,  on  account  of  the  droll  directions 
given  for  putting  the  patient  in  position  for 
operation.  The  Cambrian  Register  for  1796 
is  responsible  for  the  translation. 

' '  Maen-Dioti  {Lithotomy).    A  hard  stone. 
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[Vol.  xxvh in  this  way  shall  relief  be  given,  when  it  is 
extracted.  Take  a  stick  and  place  it  in  the 

bend  of  the  patient's  hams ;  and  then  place 
his  two  arms  within  his  hams  and  turn  them 
upwards  round  the  stick,  and  tie  a  bandage 
round  his  two  wrists  and  over  his  neck,  and 
place  him  with  his  belly  upwards,  with 
something  high  under  his  hips,  and  from  the 
left  side  of  his  privities  extract  the  stone ; 
and  afterwards  put  the  patient  in  a  water 
bath  that  day,  and  the  next  morning  in  a 
water  bath  first,  and  after  that  in  aconfecture 
bath ;  and  from  that  lay  him  in  his  bed  with 
his  belly  upward,  and  clean  his  wound,  and 
apply  lint  with  salt  butter  to  it ;  and  keep 
him  in  that  state  until  it  shall  be  known 
whether  he  will  escape.  He  is  to  be  left  for 
a  night  and  a  day  before  performiug  this 
operation  without  meat  and  without  drink, 
and  to  be  put  into  a  bath." 

Correspondence. 

Hydrate  of  Chloral  and  Bromide  of  Potassium 
Successfully^  Employed  in  Poisoning  by 
Strychnia. 

Eds.  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  : 

Believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  physician 
as  well  as  of  the  true  humanitarian,  to  dis- 

close for  the  public  benefit  whatever  reme- 
dies he  has  found  to  be  efficient  in  relieving 

suffering  and  arresting  the  progress  of  dis- 
ease, I  submit  the  following  statement  in 

regard  to  the  beneficial  effect  produced  by 
hydrate  of  chloral  and  bromide  of  potassium. 
On  the  morning  of  November  20,  1871, 

Mr.  E.  R.  Burk,  a  clerk  in  the  Lochiel 
Iron  Company,  of  this  city,  and  a  gentle- 

man of  fine  intellectual  attainments,  while 
suffering  from  an  aberration  of  mind  super- 

induced by  reverses  in  life,  took  one  (1) 
grain  of  strychnia.  The  twitching  of  the 
muscles  which  commenced  in  five  minutes 
afterwards  attracted  the  attention  of  his 
wife,  and  in  reply  to  her  demand  for  an  ex- 

planation of  so  singular  an  occurrence,  Mr. 
Burk  informed  her  that  he  had  taken  strych- 

nia. Being  alarmed,  Mrs.  Burk  called  in 
friends  to  her  assistance,  and  I  was  imme- 

diately sent  for  and  reached  the  patient  in 
about  fifty  minutes  after  the  supposed  fatal 
dose  had  been  taken. 

Before  leaving  my  office  I  provided  myself 
with  the  ordinary  remedies  employed  in 
such  cases,  but  fearing  from  the  description 

given  me  of  the  patient  that  these  would 
not  be  available,  I  also  prepared  the  follow- 

ing remedy  :— 
Hydrate  of  chloral,  ̂ ss ;  bromide  of  potas- 

sium, siii ;  water,  giss,  and  syrup  of  orange, 

|iiss. 
On  arriving  at  the  patient's  residence  I 

found  him  lying  on  the  kitchen  floor  with 
tetanoid  convulsions  affecting  the  muscles 
of  the  trunk  and  spine,  a  rigid  and  tetanoid 
state  of  the  muscles  of  the  lower  and  upper 
extremities,  the  limbs  extended  and  the  feet 
and  hands  drawn  powerfully  inwards,  the- 
patient  seeming  to  touch  the  floor  only  with 
his  head  and  heels.  The  eyes  were  drawn 
upwards  and  greatly  congested,  jaws  locked, 
and  deglutition  impossible,  with  foaming  at 
the  mouth  similar  to  that  observed  in  pa- 

tients suffering  from  hydrophobia ;  skin  cold 
and  clammy  and  of  a  dark  livid  hue ;  pulse 
imperceptible,  and  the  sufferer  unconscious 
for  some  time  before  my  arrival. 
Treatment: — I  took  one  tablespoonful  of 

the  mixture,  added  a  tablespoonful  of  water, 
then  wiping  the  saliva  from  the  mouth,  I 
passed  through  an  opening  Where  several 
teeth  did  not  meet,  several  teaspoonsful  of 
the  mixture,  some  of  it  running  down  both 
sides  of  the  mouth  ;  but  very  soon  the  mus- 

cles of  the  jaws  relaxed,  the  mouth  opened, 
and  I  then  gave  the  patient  another  tea- 
spoonful  ;  as  soon  as  it  reached  the  throat  it 
seemed  that  every  nerve  belonging  to  the 
throat  and  head  was  relieved  from  the  in- 

fluence of  the  strychnia.  The  muscles  re- 
laxed, the  eyes  resumed  their  natural 

appearance  and  position,  the  countenance 
changed  in  an  instant;  the  patient  turned 
his  head,  of  which  he  then  had  control, 
recognizing  me  by  his  side,  said,  "  Doctor,  let 
me  have  some  more  of  that  medicine ;  I  feel 

this  dreadful  feeling  passing  down  over  me." 
I  hurriedly  gave  him  a  dose  or  two  more 
after  taking  it  he  felt  no  more  pain  any- 

where except  in  the  hips  and  legs;  after 
taking  a  few  more  doses  he  informed  me 
the  pain  had  subsided ;  the  spasms  had 
ceased,  and  he  felt  quite  comfortable;  soon 
afterwards  he  fell  into  a  gentle  sleep.  The 
treatment  of  this  case  did  not  consume  over 
one  minute  from  the  time  I  wiped  the  saliva 
from  the  patient's  mouth  until  he  was  com- 

pletely relieved  from  the  poisonous  influence 
of  the  strychnia.  It  is  my  opinion,  from  the 
observations  and  investigations  at  the  time 
and  since,  that  the  poison  of  the  strychnine 
was  neutralized  by  the  mixture  as  it  came 
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in  contact  with  the  mucous  membrane,  from 
which  it  followed  the  nervous  system  in  all 
its  varied  ramifications.  I  had  the  patient 
removed  to  another  apartment  and  placed 
on  a  pallet ;  he  soon  became  stomach  sick 
and  vomited  copiously;  this  was  imme- 

diately followed  by  a  copious  evacuation 
from  his  bowels  ;  he  then  rested  comfortably 
for  a  half  hour  longer,  when  he  again  com- 

plained of  cramps  in  the  legs,  which  were 
speedily  relieved  by  administering  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  mixture  unadulterated  with 
water.  The  patient  had  no  return  of  the 
cramps,  and  experienced  no  inconvenience, 
his  appetite  continued  good,  and  he  could 
have  been  out  of  bed  the  «iext  day  had  it 
not  been  for  soreness  of  the  muscles  pro- 

duced by  the  intense  pain  to  which  they  had 
been  subjected.  The  third  day  he  moved 
about  as  freely  as  ever,  and  his  nerves 
seemed  to  be  stronger  than  they  had  been 
for  several  weeks. 

I  report  this  case  and  treatment  for  the 
consideration  of  the  profession,  and  to  elicit 
inquiry  among  medical  men  as  to  the  merit 
of  this  remedy. 

E.  II.  Cooveb,  M.  D. 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  20,  1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

^Infants'  Hospital  at  the  Seaside. 
We  have  been  informed  that  a  convales- 

cent hospital  for  children  has  been  estab- 
lished at  Atlantic  City,  with  a  physician 

(Dr.  Castle),  a  matron,  housekeeper,  and 
nurses,  with  all  the  necessary  appliances, 
etc.  It  will  be  opened  on  the  25th  of  this 
month  (June).  The  house  is  pleasantly 
situated  on  Pacific  avenue,  near  the  shore, 
and  will  accommodate  for  the  present  fif- 

teen children.  For  board  and  other  particu- 
lars address  one  of  the  managers,  James  S. 

Whitney,  Esq.,  1S15  Vine  street,  Phila- 
delphia. 

This  has  been  long  a  desirable  object  with 
physicians,  as  sometimes  after  all  their 
efforts  nothing  remains  but  a  change  to  the 
sea  shore  for  the  welfare  of  tbe little  patient. 
The  difficulty,  heretofore,  has  been  the  ex- 

pense. Now,  board  can  be  had  for  a  sick 
child  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  with  the  ad- 

vantages of  physician,  nurse  and  medicines. 
This  will  be  of  great  benefit  in  cases  of 
cholera  infantum,  marasmus,  rachitis,  hip 
disease,  scrofula,  and  even  cases  of  phthisis, 
besides  being  very  useful  in  all  cases  conva- 

lescent from  acute  disease.  Such  institu- 
tions have  been  established  in  France  and 

England  with  excellent  results. 

I    District  Medical  Society  of  Mercer  Co.,  Ti".  J. 
!  The  District  Medical  Society  of  Mercer 
j  county,  1ST.  J.,  met  in  the  City  Hall,  Trenton, 
June  4th,  Dr.  W.  W.  L.  Phillips  presiding. 
In  the  place  of  the  regular  essays  usual  on 

!  these  occasions,  the  members  had  an  inter- 
esting discussion  on  the  comparative  merits 

of  city  and  country  practitioners.  They  went 
at  considerable  length  into  the  influences 
that  bore  upon  each  class,  and  while  they 
granted  to  the  few  prominent  men  of  the 
cities  superior  opportunities  for  investiga- 

tion on  many  subjects,  still  they  thought 
the  necessity  for  self-reliance  and  careful 
observation  made  the  rural  practitioner  a 
better  feasoner  than  the  generality  of  city 
physicians.  It  was  likewise  stated  that 
many  of  the  most  eminent  authorities  in 
the  profession,  teachers  well  known  to  the 
medical  world,  began  as  country  doctors. 

Dr.  James  A.  Exton,  of  Hightstown,  was 
elected  a  member,  and  as  essayists  for  the 
next  meeting,  Drs.  Lalor,  Quick  and  Bo- 
dine  were  appointed. 

Dr.  Shepherd  was  appointed  reporter  to 
the  State  Medical  Society  for  the  next  ses- sion. 
Some  other  matters  were  discussed,  after 

which  the  Society  adjourned  to  the  first 
Tuesday  in  July. 

A  Hint  to  Kurses. 

You  know  what  a  racket  is  caused,  even 
by  the  mo^t  careful  hand,  in  supplying  coals 
to  a  grate  or  stove,  and  how,  when  the  per- 

formance is  undertaken  by  the  servant,  it 
becomes  almost  distracting.    If  you  don't 

j  remember,  take  notice  the  first  time  you  are 
I  ill,  or  you  have  a  dear  patient  in  your  care, 
i  or  the  baby  is  in  a  quiet  slumber.    Let  some 
j  one  bring  on  her  coal  scuttle  or  shovel,  and 
revive  your  recollection.    Well,  the  remedy 

!  we  suggest  is  to  put  the  coals  in  little  paper 
bags,  each  holding  about  a  shov*  lful.  These 
can  be  laid  quietly  on  the  fire,  and  as  the 
paper  ignites,  the  coals  will  softly  settle  in 
place.    You  may  fill  a  coal  scuttle  or  box 
with  such  parcels  ready  for  use.    For  a  sick 
room,  a  nursery  at  night,  or  even  for  as 
library,  the  plan  is  admirable.    Just  try  it. 
Besides,  it  is  so  cleanly.    If  you  don't  ehoose- 1  to  provide  yourselves  with  paper  bags,  you. 

!  can  wrap  the  coals  in  pieces  of  newspaper  at 
your  leisure,  and  have  them  ready  for  use 

1  when  occasion  requires. 

Charitable  Bequests  by  a  Physician. 

The  late  Dr.  George  W.  Wtimley,  of  this 
city,  leaves,  by  h  s  will,  $5000  for  the  Ken- 

sington Soup  Society,  to  be  invested  in  good 
real  estate,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  an- 

nually applied  to  the  purchase  of  bread,  to 
be  distributed  to  the  deserving  poor  of  the 
District  of  Kensington,  at  the  rate  of  three 
hundred  loaves  per  day  on  Monday  and 
Saturday  of  each  week.  The  residue  of  his 
estate  is  given  to  the  Pennsylvania  Training 

>  School  for  Feeble-minded  Children. 
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Death-rate  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

"It  is  a  curious  fact,  one  well  worth  know- 
ing, that  the  death-rate  in  Europe  is  nearly 

double  what  it  is  in  the  United  States,  aver- 
aging yearly  one  out  of  every  forty-three 

inhabitants,  while  here  it  is  only  one  out  of 
•every  eighty-one.  Of  the  leading  countries 
of  Europe,  France  leads  in  its  mortality,  the 
-average  being  one  death  to  thirty-two  peo- 

ple ;  and  England  appears  to  be  the  healthi- 
est, the  deaths  being  one  to  every  forty-six. 

In  the  United  States  there  is  a  wide  range 
of  difference.  In  Arkansas,  for  instance, 
the  annual  deaths  are  one  to  every  forty- 
nine  inhabitants,  while  in  Oregon  the  rate 
is  only  one  to  every  two  hundred  and  nine. 
It  appears  that  the  Northwestern  States 
average  the  healthiest,  and  the  Gulf  States 
the  sickliest. 

Treatment  of  Hydrothorax. 

In  a  recent  paper  contained  in  the  "  Bul- 
letin Generale  deTh6rapeutique"  (vol.  Ixxxi, 

liv.2),  M.  C.  Paul  gives  eight  cases  of  acute 
pleurisy  which,  as  soon  as  the  diagnosis  was 
ascertained,  he  at  once  treated  by  puncture 
of  the  chest.  The  results  were  extremely 
favorable,  and  materially  shortened  the 
duration  of  the  disease,  all  the  patients 
being  perfectly  restored  to  health  in  the 
course  of  three  weeks.  M.  Paul  thinks  the 
mode  of  treatment  especially  advantageous 
for  private  cases,  and  gives  as  a  prognostic 
sign,  that  when  the  effusion  coagulates 
after  being  withdrawn,  there  is  little  or  no 
tendency  in  it  to  re-collect. 

Mercy  Hospital,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
The  Medical  Board  of  thi3  institution  has 

decided  upon  a  course  of  daily  clinics,  which 
will  be  of  great  value  to  medical  students  as 
well  as  to  many  who  are  already  practicing 
the  profession.  These  clinics,  as  inaugu- 

rated, begin  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  of  each day.  The  order  for  the  week  will  be  as  fol- 
lows :— Monday,  general  medical  treatment; 

Tuesday,  diseases  of  women  and  children; 
Wednesday,  surgical  treatment;  and  begin- 

ning on  Thursday,  the  same  order  will  be 
gone  through  again  during  the  remainder  of 
ihe  week. 

— Dr.  Wm,  Stimpson,  Secretary  of  the 
Chicago  Academy  of  Sciences,  died  at 
Jlchester,  Md.,  May  26th.  His  life  had  been 
devoted  to  natural  science,  and  his  researches 
and  collections  on  the  South  Atlantic  coast 
enrich  the  museums  of  several  celebrated 
academies. 

—Dr.  Nelaton,  the  eminent  French  sur- 
geon, is  reported  to  be  in  failing  health, 

caused  by  an  internal  tumor  which  cannot 
be  reached  or  cured.  In  the  patient  expecta- 

tion of  death,  the  afflicted  gentleman  be- 
guiles the  time  by  translating  "The  Odys- 

.sey." 

— Dr.  Luther  Jewell,  who  died  at  La- 
fayette, Ind.,  a  few  days  ago,  at  the  age  of 

66,  was  the  oldest  physician  in  the  city, 
having  practiced  there  thirty-eight  years. 

Absent. 

Prof.  D.  Hayes  Agnew,  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  be  absent  in  Europe 

until  September  next.  *  *  * 

•  MAEEIAGES. 

Bancroft— Mathers.— May  29,  in  the  Eleventh 
Street  M.  E.  Church,  by  Rev.  L.  Bancroft,  assisted 
by  Rev.  T.  A.  Fernley  and  Rev.  Dr.  Cooke,  Dr.  Wil- liam Bancroft  and  Miss  Florence  May  Matheis,  all 
of  Philadelphia. 
Rulkley— Mell'CK.— May  28,  at  the  residence  of 

the  bride's  parents,  Bergen  Point,  N.  J,  by  the Rev.  Henry  W.  F.  Jones,  Lucins  Duncan  Bulkley, 
M.  D.,  of  New  York  city,  and  Kate  La  iiue,  eldest 
daughter  of  Andrew  1».  Mellick,  Esq. 
Dodd— Ward.— At  ihe  residence  of  the  bride, 

Newark,  N.  J.,  May  22,byDrs.  Dowlingahd  Hague, 
Bethuel  L.  Dodd,  M.  D.,  of  Newark,  and  Miss  Ger- 

trude R.  Ward,  daughter  of  Richard  R.  Ward, 
Esq.,  of  New  York. 
Murphy— Parrish.— May  9,  by  the  Rev.  F.  B. 

Hodge,  J.  A.  Murphy,  M.  D.,  and  Miss  Fanny  E. 
Parrish,  both  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 
Perkins— Livingston. —In  Newport,  Vermont, 

May  23,  by  Rev.  R.  V.  Hall,  Nathaniel  R.  Perk  ns, 
M.  D.,  of  Haverhill,  N.  H.,  and  Miss  Clara  A.,  eldest 
daughter  of  L.  D.  Livingston,  Esq..  of  Newport. 
Rose— Wilson.— May  29,  1872,  by  Rev.  L.  B.  Hoff- 

man, assisted  by  Rev.  J.  Dyson,  *J.  F.  Rose,  M.  D., and  S.  Jeunie  Wilson,  both  of  Oxford,  Pa. 
Smith— Williamson.— At  The  residence  of  Dr. 

Williamson,  Waynes  rille,  Ohio,  on  the  16  li  day  of May,  1872,  by  the  Rev.  E.  McHugh,  Mr.  Lewis  S. 
Smith  and  Miss  Medora  Williamson, all  of  Waynea- 
ville,  Ohio. 
Spjser— Bissell. — In  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  May  16,  by 

Rev.  William  Speer,  D.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Alex- ander ,M.  Speer,  M.  D.,  and  Ellen  C,  daughter  of the  late  John  Bissell.  Sr. 
Street — Street.— May  9.  by  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Craw- 

ford, Charles  H.  Street,  M.  D.,  and  Miss  Lavinia 
Street,  both  of  Harford  county,  Md. 

DIED. 

BRowN.-May  14,  Edward  Ingersoll,  youngest 
child  of  Dr.  W.  K.  and  Sarah  H.  Brown,  aged  14 

years. 
Campbell.— Near  Cambi'idge,  Guernsey  county, Ohio,  of  congestion  of  the  lungs,  Mr.  John  Rhea 

Campbell,  son  of  Dr.  William  and  Emily  Campbell, 
aged  23  years. Dunott.— May  5,  at  Frederick,  Md.,  Sidney  P., 
daughter  of  Dr.  Justus  Dunott,  aged  35  years. 
hUTTOJi.— In  Barton  Lauding,  Vermont,  March 

24,  of  croup,  Minnie  Estella.  daughter  of  Dr.  T.  T. 
and  Mary  J.  Dutton,  aged  3  years  and  7  months. 

Also,  May  15,  of  consumption,  Mary  J.,  wife  of 
Dr.  T.  T.  Dutton.  aged  3«  years  and  9  months. 
Hassun.- Suddenly,  at  West  Newton,  Pa.,  May 

10.  Ih72,  Dr.  Hasson. 
Jewett.— Dr.  Luther  Jewett.  son  of  Dr.  Luther 

Jewett,  deceased,  of  St.  Johnsbury.  Vermont,  died 
in  Lafayette,  Indiana,  May  13. 
McGee.— In  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  May  4, 1872,  in  the 

26th  year  of  her  age,  Mrs.  Frances  Eureka  McGee, 
wife  of  John  Flavel  McGee,  Esq.,  and  daughter  of 
Dr.  Henry  S.  and  Amelia  Harris,  of  Allamuchy, New  Jersey. 
Mo !  lr avy.— In  Victoria,  Knox  county,  Illinois, 

May  6,  1872,  of  congestion  of  the  brain.  Mrs.  Ruth 
D.,  wife  of  H  C.  Mcllravy,  M.  D.,  and  daughter  of Thomas  and  Ruth  Herron. 
Taylor.— At  Memphis,  Tenc,  May  7,  Dr.  William V.  Taylor,  aged  82  years. 
Thayer.— In  North  Hartland,  Vermont,  May  3» 

at  the  residence  of  her  son-in-law  (James  N.  Wil" 
lard),  Mrs.  Ruth  P.,  wife  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  W« Thayer,  formerly  of  Thetford,  Vermont,  aged  87 

years. 
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Communications. 

AN  EXAMINATION  OF  PROF.  REESE'S 
"REVIEW  OF  THE  TRIAL  OF  MRS. 
WHARTON  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF 

GENERAL  KETCHUM." 

By  Philip  C.  Williams,  M.  D., 
Of  Baltimore,  Md. 

{Concluded  from  No.  797.) 

The  only  question  that  now  remains  is 
whether  General  Ketchum  did  get  a  fatal 
dose  of  tartar  emetic.    The  State  charged 
that  he  did,  and  produced  Professors  Aikin 
and  Tonry,  of  Baltimore,  and  Dr.  Craig,  of 
Washington,  to  show  that  tartar  emetic  was 
found  in  the  stomach  and  viscera  of  General 

Ketchum.    Professor  Aikin's  analysis  was 
corroborated  by  Professor  Toury,  and  both 
were  sustained  by  Dr.  Craig. 

I  have  not  time  to  go  fully  into  this  chemi- 
|  cal  testimony,  but  will  examine  it  briefly, 
i  and  show  that  Professors  Aikin  and  Toury 
I  did  discover  tartar  emetic  in  the  stomach 
j  and  viscera  of  General  Ketchum. 

To  combatting  fact  the  defence  introduced 
i  various  chemical  experts  to  prove  that  Pro- 
I  fessor  Ai kin's  and  Professor  Toury 's  analysis 
j  was  so  defective  that  it  could  not  be  relied 

upon.    For  this  purpose  they  introduced 
Professors  McCulloch,  Reese  and  White, 
and  Dr.  Genth.    As  said  above  I  have  not 

;  tne  }  ace  to  go  as  fully  into  this  subject  as  I 
would  inf.-  to  do,  and  as  the  interests  of  sci- 

ence and  tr  st..  demand  that  I  should  do. 
First  let  us  look  very  briefly  and  practically 
at  the  testimony  of  Professor  Aikin.  He 
took  the  contents  of  General  Ketchum's 

stomach,  and  examined  them  first  for  strych- 
nia, and  found  none.  Then  he  divided  his 

material  into  two  parts,  A  and  B.  He  ex- 
amined A  for  arsenic,  and  after  investigation 

satisfied  himself  that  there  was  no  serious 
amount  of  arsenic  present.  He  then  took 

part  B,  and  after  investigation  satisfied  him- 
self that  it  contained  tartar  emetic.  He 

then  examined  the  glass  of  milk  punch  and 
discovered  tartar  emetic  in  that  also. 
Without  going  into  all  the  details  of  his 

analysis  I  will  call  attention  to  the  principal 
mode  of  analysis  pursued  by  Professor  Aikin, 
which  was  corroborated  by  Professor  Toury 
and  Dr.  Craig.  The  quantity  of  tartar  emetic 
is  so  unimportant  that  I  do  not  intend  to  ex- 

amine the  question  of  weights  and  measures 
which  consumed  so  much  time  during  the 
trial.  The  only  question  which  I  mean  to 
examine,  and  the  only  one  relevant  to  the 
issue,  is  whether  Professors  Aikin  and 
Toury  discovered  tartar  emetic  in  the  sto- 

mach and  viscera  of  General  Ketchum? 
Professor  Aikin  took  portion  B.  He  added 
to  it  an  excess  of  tartaric  acid,  and  then 
passed  through  it  a  stream  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen.  This  obtained  "  a  reddish-brown 
precipitate."  This  precipitate  was  washed 
and  dried,  and  then  boiled  in  hydrochloric 
acid,  which  dissolved  it,  and  made  an  acid 
solution  of  it.  This  solution  was  dropped  in 

water,  and  yielded  a  white  cloud,  or  precipi- 
tate. This  cloud  was  dissolved  in  tartaric 

acid.  The  solution  of  this  white  cloud  was 
then  treated  with  sulphide  of  ammonium, 
and  immediately  threw  downa  bright  orange 

red  precipitate.  This  Professor  Aikin  re- 
garded as  satisfactory  proof  of  the  presence 

of  antimony. 
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The  same  process  was  applied  to  the  sedi- 

ment contained  in  the  tumbler  of  punch 
intended  for  Mr.  Van  Ness,  and  the  result 
was  the  same.  In  both  Professor  Aikinfound 
tartar  emetic.  These  results  were  fully  cor- 

roborated by  Professor  Toury,  in  his  analysis 
of  the  viscera  of  General  Ketchum.  Pro- 

fessor Toury  applied  Marsh's  test,  in  addition 
to  the  method  employed  by  Professor  Aikin. 
With  these  two  methods  he  satisfied  himself 
of  the  presence  of  tartar  emetic.  Dr.  Craig 
corroborated  these  analyses,  and  stated  that 
nothing  but  antimony  could  have  produced 
the  results  obtained  by  Professors  Aikin  and 
Toury,  in  the  order  in  which  they  accom- 

plished them ! 
To  combat  these  views  were  introduced,  as 

already  said, Professors McCulloch, Reese, and 
White,  and  Dr.  Genth.  These  gentlemen 
all  maintained  that  Professor  Aikin's  pro- 

cess was  "  radically  defective,"  and  "  utterly 
fallacious,"  and  Professor  McCulloch  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that  he  did  not  think  that 
the  analyses  of  Professors  Aikin  and  Toury 
prove  anything ;  they  do  not  prove  the  pre- 

sence of  any  poison;  and  in  my  opinion  they 
only  prove  the  presence  in  General  Keteh- 
um's  stomach  of  the  medicines  administered 
by  order  of  Dr.  Williams."  He  recognized 
no  proof  of  the  presence  of  any  metallic  poi- 

son, unless  "  the  metal  itself  was  reproduced, 
and  that  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  manipu- 

lated" and  subjected  to  "  every  test  known 
for  the  proof  of  that  metal." 
Numerous  authorities  were  quoted  by  the 

chemical  experts  to  show  that  the  metal 
must  always  be  produced.  But  all  such 
authorities  referred  to  arsenic,  none  of  them 
to  tartar  emetic.  Indeed,  I  know  of  no 
writer,  either  on  Toxicology,  or  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  that  has  laid  down  any  such 
requirement  in  reference  to  tartar  emetic, 
though  all  require  it  in  dealing  with  arsenic. 
One  ,  reason  for  this  difference  doubtless 
arises  from  the  extreme  solubility  of  tartar 
emetic,  and  its  very  rapid  elimination  from 
the  body  through  the  skin  and  the  kidneys. 
It  is  easy  to  suppose  that  it  might  be  elimi- 

nated so  rapidly  as  to  leave  such  minute 
quantities  as  to  render  it  extremely  difficult, 
if  not  absolutely  impossible,  to  obtain  the 
metal  in  such  quantity  as  to  be  readily 
manipulated.  But  whether  this  reasoning 
be  correct  or  not,  the  necessity  for  the  pro- 

duction of  the  metal  in  cases  of  poisoning  by 
tartar  emetic  has  never  been  demanded  by 
any  writer  on  Toxicology  or  Medical  Juris- 

prudence. This  was  a  standard  erected  by 
the  criminal  experts  in  this  trial-,  in  order  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  their  position  ! 
But  whether  necessary  or  not,  Professor 

Toury  complied  with  the  requirement,  and 
did  produce  the  metal.  He  produced  it  first 
by  Marsh's  test,and  secondly  by  precipitating 
the  metal  into  a  platina  cup !  It  is  true  that 

the  platina  cup  containing  the  metallic  anti- 
mony was  not  admitted  as  evidence  before 

the  jury.  But  the  fact  that  Professor  Toury 
had  it  in  possession  was  shown  by  the  dis- 

cussion upon  its  admissibility  as  evidence. 
But  leaving  this  out  of  the  question,  the 

spots  obtained  by  Marsh's  process  were  so 
clearly  metallic  in  their  lustre  that  no  un- 

prejudiced person  could  have  failed  to  recog- 
nize them  as  metallic.  They  differed  so 

radically  in  appearance  from  the  spots 
obtained  from  organic  material  similarly 
procured  that  no  one  could  possibly  con- 

found them.  The  spots  of  the  one  were  dull, 
mere  stains  of  carbon  ;  while  the  other  pre- 

sented a  clear,  metallic  lustre  that  no  one  j 
could  fail  to  recognize.  Not  only  so ;  Pro- 

fessor Toury  subjected  some  of  these  spots 
to  trial,  and  they  indicated,  unmistakably, 
the  presence  of  the  orange  red  of  antimony  ! 
Thus  was  the  most  extreme  demand  of  the 
chemical  experts  for  the  defence  complied 
with.  The  metallic  antimony  was  disco- 

vered, and  was  a  full  vindication  of  the  re- 
sults previously  obtained  by  Professors 

Aikin  and  Toury  in  their  so-called  color 
tests  ;  tests  which  all  writers  on  toxicology 
recognize  as  sufficient.  Wormeiey,  Taylor, 
Orfila,  and  others  that  were  quoted  during 
the  trial,  all  adopted  the  analysis  of  Profes- 

sors Aikin  and  Toury,  and  distinctly  state 
that  the  results  they  obtained,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  procured  them,  is  satisfactory 
proof  of  the  presence  of  antimony.  In- 

deed, all  of  the  chemical  experts  for  the 
defence  admitted  "  that  there  was  no  metal 
known  to  them,  or  to  chemical  science,  that 
could  produce  the  results  obtained  by  Pro- 

fessors Aikin  and  Toury,  in  the  order  in 

which  they  obtained  them,  but  antimony." 
And  then,  when  they  were  asked  the  ques- 

tion, "  If  no  metal  but  antimony  could  pro- 
duce these  results,  were  they  not  positive 

proof  of  the  presence  of  that  metal?"  they 
all  replied,  "No!  because  they  recognized 
no  proof  but  the  production  of  the  metal." 
When  they  were  shown  the  metallic  spots 

produced  by  Marsh's  test  they  denied  that 
they  were  metallic,  though  they  responded 
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j  to  the  tests  laid  down  by  the  authorities. 
Then,  again,  when  asked  a  second  time 
whether  the  "  solution  of  the  white  cloud 
(produced  by  the  acid  solution  dropped  in 
water)  by  tartaric  acid,  and  the  reproduction 
iof  the  orange  red  precipitate  by  the  action 
of  sulphide  of  ammonium,  or  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  could  have  been  produced  by  any 
metal  but  antimony?"  they  again  replied 
that  neither  they  nor   chemical  science 

''''knew  of  any  such  metal;  but  that  new 
metals  were  constantly  being  discovered, 
and  there  might  be  such  a  metal,  although 
they  did  not  know  of  its  existence!" 
<    Suppose  any  such  unknown  metal  did  ex- 

ist, was  there  the  most  remote  possibility 
that  such  a  metal  could  have  been  found  in 

fthe  stomach  of  General  Ketchum  ?  Did  any 
one  of  the  experts  pretend  to  say  that  such 
was  the  fact?   Was  it  not  known  to  them 

•that  tartar  emetic  had  been  purchased  by 
inmates  of  the  house  in  which  General 
•Ketchum  died  ?   The  tartar  emetic  was  cer- 
s  tainly  in  the  house,  as  was  clearly  proved  by 
•  unimpeachable  witnesses.    The  symptoms 
i  of  General  Ketchum  were  those  which  au- 
,  thorities  and  observation  recognize  as  result- 

ing from  tartar  emetic.    The  circumstances 
s  attending  the  administration  of  that  memo- 
( rable  dose  at  one  o'clock  on  Wednesday, 
wherein  it  was  shown  that  dose  was  differ- 

ent in  quantity,  different  in  color,  and  differ- 
i  ent  in  results  from  anything  that  could  have 
1  occurred  from  the  administration  of  forty 
i  drops  of  tincture  of  jasmine;  I  say,  again, 
when  tartar  emetic  was  known  to  have  been 

in  Mrs.  Wharton's  house,  when  the  symp- 
toms of  General  Ketchum  corresponded 

with  those  produced  by  tartar  emetic,  and 
when  he  died  under  circumstances  that  no- 

thing could  explain  but  poison  by  tartar 
emetic*  and  then  when  chemical  analysis 
produced  results  that  can  have  been  pro- 

duced by  nothing  known  to  chemistry  but 
tartar  emetic,  how  can  any  one  deny  that 
Professors  Aikin  and  Toury  did  discover 
antimony  in  the  stomach  and  viscera  of 
General  Ketchum  ? 

But,  notwithstanding  all  these  things,  the 
experts  for  the  defence  say  that  uhad  Pro- 

fessors Aikin  and  Toury  known  that  they 
were  looking  for  a  metal,"  then  their  analy- 

sis "would  have  been  correct."  Did  they 
not  know  that  they  were  looking  for  a 
metal?  Did  not  the  facts  above  mentioned 
enable  them  to  know  that  they  were  looking 
for  a  metal?   Then,  again,  did  not  the  sedi- 

ment in  the  tumbler  of  milk-punch,  by  its 
taste  and  other  properties,  show  beyond  ail 
doubt  that  it  contained  a  metallic  poison  ? 
Did  Dr.  Williams  not  inform  Mrs.  Lowry, 
as  soon  as  he  tasted  that  sediment,  that  it 

contained  "an  acrid  metallic  poison?" 
Did  not  Professor  Aikin's  tasting  of  the 
same  sediment  convince  him  also  of  the 
presence  of  a  metallic  poison?  Therefore 
Professors  Aikin  and  Toury  did  "  know  that 
they  were  looking  for  &  metal  ;v  and  accord- 

ing to  the  statements  of  the  experts  for  the 
defence,  their  analysis  was  correct,  and  no 
metal  but  antimony  could  have  produced 
the  results  that  they  obtained  !  The  experts, 
under  the  pressure  of  their  cross-examina- 

tion, finally  admitted  this  fact.  They  ad- 
mitted that  no  metal  but  antimony  could 

have  produced  the  results  of  Professors 
Aikin  and  Toury's  analysis ;  yet  when  asked 
"  if  this  was  not  satisfactory  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  antimony  ?"  they  said,  ' '  No !  be- 

cause certain  organic  substances  would  pro- 
duce the  same  results." 

Professor  McCulloch  stated  that  while 

operating  upon  chloral  and  jasmine  he  pro- 
duced results  so  exactly  similar  to  those  of 

Professors  Aikin  and  Toury  that  "  a  chem- 
ist1 s  eye11  would  readily  mistake  them  for 

each  other!  In  this  statement  he  was  sus- 
tained by  all  the  chemical  experts  but  Pro- 
fessor White,  who  said  "that  he  attached 

very  little  importance  to  the  experiments  of 
Professor  McCulloch !"  Professor  Reese  dis- 

tinctly states  that  these  "  experiments  of 
Professor  McCulloch  were  repeated  and  veri- 

fied by  Professors  Reese  and  White,  and  by 

Dr.  Genth." Now  what  was  this  experiment  of  Profes- 
sor McCulloch  which  produced  such  aston- 

ishing results,  and  which,  according  to  Pro- 
fessor Reese,  has  opened  up  "  a  new  and 

wonderful  field  of  chemical  investigation"  ? 
Professor  McCulloch  says  that  he  made  a 

solution  of  chloral  and  jasmine,  and  then, 
in  order  to  imitate  as  nearly  as  possible  the 

contents  of  General  Ketchum's  stomach,  he 
added  "  the  white  of  an  egg,  and  milk  that 
had  soured  for  some  days,  using  the  whey 
and  not  the  coagulum,  and  I  then  mixed 
them  with  beef  tea  and  added  a  drop  of 

lactic  acid,  and  a  little  pepsin." 
With  this  mixture  he  undertook  to  insti- 

tute experiments  similar  to  the  analysis  of 
Professors  Aikin  and  Toury.  Before  exam- 

ining this  experiment,  let  me  ask  what 
proof  had  Professor  McCulloch  that  General 
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Ketchum's  stomach  contained  "the  white 
of  an  egg,  or  milk  whey,  or  beef- tea"? 
There  was  no  evidence  in  the  trial  to  show 
that  he  had  either.  This  is  of  no  importance, 
however,  except  to  show  that  he  did  not 
confine  himself  to  the  testimony.  Now 
what  was  his  experiment  that  produced 
results  so  "  exactly  similar  to  those  obtained 
by  Professors  Aikin  and  Toury"  that  a 
"chemist's  eye"  would  readily  mistake them  for  each  other? 
This  experiment  was  undertaken  in  order 

to  imitate  the  analysis  of  Professors  Aikin 
and  Toury,  and  to  show  that  chloral  and 

jasmine  would  produce  "results  exactly  simi- 
lar:'1 Such  being  the  case,  it  was  his bounden  duty  to  follow  Professor  Aikin's 

analysis  step  by  step,  and  show  that  they 
were  identical  in  every  respect  !  Otherwise 
the  analogy  would  fail,  and  the  experiment 
would  be  worthless.  What  was  Professor 
MeCulloch's  experiment,  which  excited  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  his  colleagues  in the  trial  ? 

These  experiments  he  says  he  performed 
"  in  the  presence  of  Professor  Reese,  Dr. 
Genth,  and  some  others,"  and  were  as  fol- 

lows:—He  took  the  imitated  contents  of 
General  Ketchum's  stomach,  containing  the 
chloral  and  jasmine,  and  "treated  it  with 
sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  obtained  a  red 
precipitate  which  dissolves  in  hydrochloric 
acid  as  that  from  antimony  does ;  in  other 
words  the  two  resemble  each  other  in  this 
property ;  they  act  alike ;  when  this  solu- 

tion in  hydrochloric  acid  is  dropped  in 
water,  it  also  gives  a  white  cloud  just  as  an- 

timony does ;  that  white  cloud  is  soluble  in 
an  excess  of  hydrochloric  acid,  which  is  also 
true  of  antimony ;  this  solution,  with  sul- 

phuretted hydrogen,  again  gives  a  precipi- 
tate which  might  be  mistaken  for  one  of 

antimony  ;  the  resemblance  of  the  reactions 
is  truly  remarkable  ;  so  much  so,  that  I  was 
astonished  when  I  made  the  experiment." 

This  is  the  experiment  that  astonished 
Professors  McCulloch  and  Reese  and  Dr. 
Genth,  and  which  was  represented  to  the 
court  as  analogous  to  the  analysis  of  Profes- 

sor Aikin,  and  produced  results  so  identical 
that  "  a  chemist's  eye11  would  readily  con- found them  !  Not  only  was  this  experiment 
performed  before  admiring  friends  in  various 
places  in  Annapolis,  but  it  was  repeated  in 
the  presence  of  the  court  and  jury,  and 
claimed  to  be  a  full  explanation  of  every- 

thing discovered  by  Professors  Aikin  and 

Toury,  and  represented  to  the  court  as  prov- 
ing conclusively  that  General  Ketchum's 

stomach,  and  Mr.  Van  Ness'  punch  con- 
tained nothing  but  jasmine  and  chloral ! 

Let  us  for  one  moment  examine  the  de- 
tails of  this  experiment  and  compare  them 

with  Professor  Aikin's  analysis,  and  then 
we  can  see  clearly  how  "  identical' 1  they  are. 
That  they  may  be  taken  in  at  a  glance,  I 
will  put  them  in  parallel  columns,  viz.  :— 

Prof.  Aikin's  Analy- sis. 
Contents  of  Geml  K.'s stomach  treated  with  sul- 

phuretted hydrogen. 
Produced  "  a  reddish 

brown  precipitate"  which "dissolved  in  boiling  hy- 
drochloric acid." This  solution  dropped 

in  water  gave  a  "white cloud"  or  precipitate. 
"This  cloud  was  dis- 

solved by  tartaric  acid." 
This  solution  treated 

with  sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen or  sulphide  of  ammo- 

nium gave  "  a  bright 
orange  red  precipitate. ' ' 

Prof.  McCulloch's  Ex- periment. 
Mixture  representing 

contents    treated  with 
sulphuretted  hvdrogen. 
Produced  a  "red  preci- 

pitate" which  "  dissolved 
in  cold  hydrochloric 

acid." 

Solution  dropped  in 
water  gave  "a  white cloud"  or  precipitate. 
"This  cloud  was  dis- 

solved in  hydrochloric 

acid." 

This  solution  treated 
with  sulphide  of  ammo- 

nium gave  a  "yellow  pre- 
cipitate. Prof.  McCulloch  then 
adds,  "I  never  got  a  pure 
orange  red  from  anti- 

mony, except  when  in 
pure  aqueous  solution. 

In  examining  these  experiments  we  see 
several  very  marked  and  decided  differ- 

ences. 1st.  We  find  that  the  antimonial 
"reddish  brown  precipitate"  required  boil- ing hydrochloric  acid  to  dissolve  it,  while 
the  jasmine  precipitate  dissolved  in  cold 
hydrochloric  acid. 

2d.  The  antimonial  white  cloud  was  solu- 
ble in  tartaric  acid;  while  the  jasmine 

white  cloud  was  not  soluble  in  tartaric  acid, 
but  required  hydrochloric  acid  in  order  to dissolve  it. 

3d.  The  final  antimonial  precipitate  was  a 
bright  orange  red,  while  the  jasmine  precipi- 

tate was  a  "yellow precipitate,"  which  took a  long  while  to  settle  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  tube.  This  experiment  was  performed 
in  presence  of  the  Court,  and  the  results  ex- 

hibited in  the  Court  room ;  and  every  one 
present  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  that 
there  was  not  the  slightest  resemblance  be- 

tween the  antimonial  and  the  jasmine  pre- 
cipitates. 

It  is  true  that  when  Professor  McCulloch 
poured  the  sulphide  of  ammonium  into  the 
solution  of  jasmine  it  became  a  yellowish  red 
color,  not  an  orange  red,  and  examination 
showed  the  fact  that  the  change  of  color  was 
in  the  "supernatant  liquid,1'  and  not  in  the 
precipitate,  which  was  the  real  point  of  in- 

quiry.   The  supernatant  liquid  was  red,  but 
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the  precipitate  was  a  dirty  white  !  and  never 

was  either  "yellow"  or  "bright  orange 
red."  The  difference  was  such  that  not 

even  ua  chemist's  eye"  could  have  con- 
founded them,  unless  he  was  afflicted  with 

color  blindness!  Marked  as  the  difference 

was  that  afternoon,  the  next  morning  it  was 

very  much  greater.  Fortunately  for  the 
cause  of  truth  and  justice,  the  results  of  this 

experiment  were  preserved, and  were  brought 
into  Court  the  next  morning.  Then  the  red 

color  of  the  supernatant  liquid  had  become 
,  as  black  as  ink,  and  the  precipitate  still  was 
white!  The  antimonial  precipitate  was 

with  it,  and  that  retained  its  bright  orange  red 

color,  which  presented  a  striking  contrast 
with  the  black  of  the  jasmine. 

The  tubes  containing  these  results  were 

held  up  in  presence  of  the  Court  and  jury— 
the  one  black,  and  the  other  bright  red— and 

the  Attorney  General  asked  Professor  McCul- 
loch  if  that  was  the  "orange  red  precipitate 

he  had  obtained  before  the  jury  the  day  be- 
fore," and  said  "  he  would  be  much  obliged 

if  he  would  explain  how  he  had  obtained 

that  orange  red  precipitate!"  Professor 
McCulloch  replied  "  that  he  informed  the 

jury  the  day  before  that  it  would  become 
darker."  "Yes,"  replied  the  Attorney 

General,  "but  did  you  tell  the  jury  that  it 

would becomeblack?"  "No,  sir."  "Didyou 

know  that  it  would  become  black  ?"  u  Yes, 
Well,  why  did  you  not  tell  the  jury sir. 

that  it  would  become  black?"  Thus  van- 

ished the  orange  red  precipitate !  After  this 

not  even  "  a  chemist's  eye"  could  confound 
the  results  of  these  two  experiments. 

But  the  mysteries  of  "these  identical" 

experiments  did  not  end  here.    The  Attor- 
ney General  felt  interested  in  knowing  why 

Professor  McCulloch  dissolved  the  "jasmine 
white  cloud"  in  hydrochloric  acid,  instead 

of  tartaric  acid,  as  Professor  Aikin  had  done 

his  antimonial  "white  cloud."  Certainly 

fair  experimentation  demanded  that  Pro- 
fessor McCulloch  should  follow  Professor 

Aikin's  analysis  step  by  step,  or  his  experi- 
ment was  worthless.    He  had  already  made 

a  glaring  departure  in  the  early  stage  of  his 

experiment,  in  dissolving  his  "  reddish  pre- 
cipitate in  cold  hydrochloric  acid.    Did  not 

Professor  McCulloch  know  that  the  anti- 
monial precipitate  had  been  dissolved  by 

Professor  Aikin  in  boiling  hydrochloric  acid, 

and  that  he  could  not  have  dissolved  it  in 

cold  acid,  except  to  a  very  limited  degree? 

Why  this  marked  departure  ?   The  fact  that 

the  jasmine  precipitate  dissolved  in  cold 

acid  destroyed  the  analogy,  and  certainly 

produced  "  utterly  fallacious"  results!  But 
they  do  not  stop  here.    Professor  McCulloch 
takes  this  solution  in  cold  hydrochloric  acid, 

and  drops  it  in  water,  and    obtains  the 

"white   cloud,"    resembling   the  "white 
cloud"  of  the  antimonial  precipitate,  and  to 

this  he  adds  cold  hydrochloric  acid,  and,  of 

course,  ho  dissolves  it !    He  actually  adds  the 
same  acid  that  the  water  had  abstracted, 

and  returns  to  the  point  whence  he  started  ! 

The  use  of  hydrochloric  acid  at  this  stage 

of  the  experiment  threw  him  back  two  steps 

in  his  analysis!    Instead  of  advancing  in 

his  analysis  he  retrograded  tivo  steps  !  And 

yet  this  is  an  experiment  which  he  and  his 

expert  colleagues  claim  to  be  identical  with 
Professor  Aikin's  analysis ! !    The  inquiry 

now  naturally  arises,  why  did  Professor 

McCulloch  substitute  hydrochloric  for  tar- 
taric acid  at  this  stage  of  his  experiment? 

Did  he  not  know  that  the  solution  of  this 

white  cloud  in  tartaric  aeid  was  the  experi- 
mentum  crucis  in  this  analysis?    Did  he  not 

know  that  up  to  this  point  nothing  charac- 
teristic had  taken  place?   Did  he  not  know 

that  the  solution  of  this  white  cloud  in  tar- 
taric acid  excluded  every  metal  known  to 

chemistry  but  two,  viz.,  antimony  or  bismuth  f 

Why  then  did  he  substitute  hydrochloric 
acid  for  the  tartaric  acid,  when  he  knew  that 

he  was  rejecting  the  crucial  step  in  the 

analysis,  and   was  substituting  an  agent 

which  retrograded  instead  of  advancing  his 

analysis?   Did  he  not  know,   as  already 

said,  that  this  solution  in  tartaric  acid  ex- 
cluded every  metal  known  to  chemistry  but 

antimony  or  bismuth?   Did  he  not  also 

know  that  the  next  step  in  Professor  Aikin's 
analysis  excluded  bismuth  beyond  all  doubt, 
and  established  the  fact  that  nothing  known 

to  chemistry,  either  organic  or  inorganic, 

could  have  produced  this  orange  red  pre- 

cipitate at  this  stage  of  the  analysis  but  anti- 
mony f  Did  he  not  know  this?  Why,  then, 

did  he  make  the  substitution  ? 

With  these  facts  before  him,  can  it  be 

wondered  at  that  "  the  learned  Attorney- 

General  exhibited  some  harshness  towards 

some  of  the  witnesses,"  even  though  it  com- 

pelled him  to  "arraign  all  the  chemical 

experts,  who  repeated  and  verified  the 

experiments  of  Professor  McCulloch"  ? 
When  the  Attorney-General  questioned 

Professor  McCulloch  upon  this  point,  he 

replied  "that  he  substituted  the  hydro- 
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chloric  for  the  tartaric  acid  because  tartaric 
acid  held  certain  substances  in  solution  and 
would  not  let  them  precipitate  as  readily  as 

hydrochloric  acid  would."  He  further  said 
that  he  only  did  "as  other  chemists  would 
ordinarily  do;  he  dissolved  it  in  hydro- 

chloric acid  instead  of  tartaric  acid,  because 
he  had  the  first-named  at  hand!" 

This  answer  naturally  did  not  satisfy  the 
Attorney-General  for  so  serious  a  departure 
from  Professor  Aikin's  analysis,  and  he 
pushed  still  further  his  demand  for  an  ex- 

planation of  the  substitution;  and  he  still 

pressed  the  question,  "Why  did  you  not 
use  tartaric  acid  instead  of  hydrochloric?" 
Professor  McCulloch  replied,  "Because  I 
did  not  have  time !" 

"  Did  not  have  time!"  said  the  Attorney- 
General,  "What  have  you  been  doing  for 
the  last  three  weeks  ?"  > 

"  I  have  been  in  the  court  room  attending 
this  trial !" 
"Yes,"  said  the  Attorney-General,  "but 

the  court  adjourns  at  three  o'clock  every 
day,  what  have  you  been  doing  after  that? 
Would  it  take  any  longer  to  use  tartaric 

acid  than  hydrochloric  acid?" 
The  question  still  recurs,  "  Why  did  Prof. 

McCulloch  substitute  the  hydrochloric 
acid  ?"  Did  he  try  the  tartaric  acid  at  Lex- 

ington and  find  that  it  would  not  dissolve 
the  "jasmine  white  cloud,"  and  that  it 
would  be  unsafe  to  repeat  it  before  his  col- 

leagues at  Annapolis  ?  Some  such  thought 
must  have  suggested  itself  to  Professor 
Reese,  for  when  he  was  pressed  as  Professor 
McCulloch  had  been  upon  this  point,  and 
asked  why  this  substitution  had  been  made, 
he  evaded  for  a  long  time,  but  being  forced 

to  answer  the  question,  he  replied,  "  Mr. 
Sylvester,  if  you  insist  upon  knowing  why 

h'ydrochloric  acid  was  substituted  for  tar-" 
taric  acid,  I  must  refer  you  to  Professor 
McCulloch ;  the  experiment  was  his,  and  not 
mine  "  /  f 
But  suppose  that  Professors  Reese  and 

McCulloch  are  right,  and  that  the  jasmine 
and  chloral  produced  the  results  obtained 
by  Professors  Aikin  and  Toury  from  the 
stomach  and  viscera  of  General  Ketchum, 
what  produced  the  same  results  from  the 
sediment  in  Mr.  Van  Ness'  milk  punch? 
No  one  pretends  to  say  that  there  was  either 
jasmine  or  chloral  in  that  punch!  If  the 
jasmine  and  chloral  produced  the  results 
Professor  Aikin  obtained  from  General 

Ketchum's  stomach,  what  produced  them 

in  the  punch?  The  taste  of  that  sediment, 
as  well  as  its  analysis,  showed  the  unmis- 

takable presence  of  "an  acrid,  metallic  poi- 
son," viz.,  tartar  emetic. 

Now  if  the  sediment  in  the  tumbler  of 
punch  yielded  the  results  of  Professor 
Aikin's  analysis  of  that  sediment,  and  he 
and  Professor  Toury  obtained  similar  results 
in  the  stomach  and  viscera  of  General 
Ketchum,  must  it  not  follow  irresistibly 
that  inasmuch  as  jasmine  and  chloral  did 
not  produce  the  results  obtained  from  the 
punch,  so  they  could  not  have  produced 
those  discovered  in  the  stomach  of.  General 
Ketchum. 

I  think  that  I  have  now  shown,  beyond 

all  question,  that  Professor  McCulloch's  ex- 
periment was  not  analogous  to  Professor 

Aikin's  analysis,  because  he  dissolved  the 
first  (the  reddish  brown)  precipitate  in  cold 
hydrochloric  acid,  instead  of  boiling  acid, 
and  because  he  dissolved  the  second  pre- 

cipitate (the  white  cloud)  in  hydrochloric 
acid  instead  of  tartaric  acid  as  Professor 
Aikin  had  done.  I  have  shown  that  the 
tartaric  acid  solution,  when  treated  with 
sulphide  of  ammonium,  threw  down 
promptly  a  bright  orange  red  precipitate, 
while  Professor  McCulloch's  hydrochloric 
solution  produced  a  dirty  white  precipitate. 
This  precipitate,  moreover,  was  flocculent 
in  appearance,  and  required  a  long  time  to 
settle  on  the  bottom  of  the  tube,  instead  of 
falling  promptly  to  the  bottom  as  was  the 
case  with  the  antimonial  precipitate. 

Professor  McCulloch's  precipitate  never 
was  red.  The  liquid  that  contained  the 
precipitate  was  red ;  but  even  that  became 
black  in  a  few  hours,  while  the  precipitate 
remained  white.  These  results  could  never, 
by  any  possibility,  be  mistaken  for  the  per- 

manent bright  red  of  the  antimonial  pre- 
cipitate— not  even  '  a  chemist's  eye"  could 

see  the  resemblance. 
I  have  thus  very  imperfectly  examined 

the  more  important  features  of  Professor 
Reese's  "review."  There  are  many  other 
points  to  which  I  would  like  to  call  atten- 

tion, but  time  will  not  permit.  Enough 
has  been  said  to  show  that  General  Ketchum 
did  not  die  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
but  that  he  died  from  poison  by  tartar 
emetic. 

I  think  that  the  testimony  shows  that  the 
doses  of  tartar  emetic  administered  on  Sat- 

urday and  Sunday  night  and  on  Monday 
afternoon  were  not  poisonous  doses,  but  only 
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enough  to  produce  sickness  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent General  Ketchum  from  returning  to 

Washington  with  Mrs.  Chubb.  Then  I 
believe  that  a  poisonous  dose  of  tartar  emetic, 
combined  with  laudanum,  was  administered 

on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  that  a  similar 

dose  was  given  at  one  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  which  proved  fatal  in  two  hours. 

STRYCHNINE  POISONING  TREATED 

WITH  HYDRATE  OF  CHLORAL. 

By  S.  A.  Turner,  M.  D., 
Attending  Surgeon,  Grand  River  Agency,  D..T. 

{Reported  by  D.  D.  Cbothsr9,  M.D.,  Albany,  N.  Y.) 

The  purpose  of  this  communication  is  to 
add  another  to  the  rapidly  accumulating 

cases  illustrating  the  power  of  the  Chloral 

Hydrate  over  the  convulsions  attending 
poisoning  by  strychnine. 

The  patient  in  this  case  was  a  Sioux  In- 
dian, apparently  aged  45,  and  reveling  in 

the  luxury  of  a  plurality  of  squaws,  one  of 

whom,  in  a  fit  of  affectionate  jealousy  of  his 
attentions  to  the  other,  administered  to  him 

a  quantity  of  strychnine  upon  food  which 

she  had  prepared  for  his  special  enjoyment. 
I  was  sent  for,  distance  four  miles,  and 

saw  the  injured  man  at  12  M.  Ail  that  I 

could  learn  through  my  interpreter,  an  "  in- 
telligent contraband,"  was  that  the  sun  was 

shining,  and  must  have  been  "  pretty  high," 
when  the  food  was  taken;  and  that  the 

"  warrior,"  finding  the  food  unpleasantly 

bitter,  swallowed  but  a  single  mouthful, 
soon  after  which  the  sense  of  sight  became 

much  impaired,  and  convulsions  ensued, 

spasm  of  the  posterior  muscles  of  the  trunk 

predominating,  with  opisthotonos  strongly marked. 

When  I  first  saw  him  the  intervals  be- 
tween the  recurrence  of  the  spasms  varied 

from  thirty  to  sixty  seconds.  There  was 

spasm  of  all  the  muscles  of  voluntary  mo- 
tion. No  food  had  been  taken  since  the  day 

before,  except  the  morsel  containing  the 

poison. 
I  administered  gr.  xxx  of  chloral.  In 

thirty  minutes  the  convulsions  ceased,  and 
did  not  recur  until  the  expiration  of  thirty 

minutes  more.  Then  there  was  a  mild 

spasm,  soon  followed  by  a  severe  one.  Gave 

chloral  gr.  xv,  and  the  patient  soon  became 

tranquil,  and  remained  so  for  thirty  or  forty 

minutes,  when,  another  severe  spasm  oc- 
curring, I  administered  gr.  xxx  of  the 

remedy. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  patient  was  tranquil, 

with  power  of  vision  nearly  normal.  The 

patient  rested  quietly  for  three  hours,  evinc- 
ing considerable  drowsiness  at  times. 

A  slight  convulsion  ensued,  when  I  gave 
another  gr.  xxx  dose  of  the  remedy. 

There  was  no  return  of  spasm.  The  pa- 
tient slept  all  night,  and  when  seen  on  the 

following  day  complained  only  of  intense 
muscular  soreness.    Recovery  satisfactory. 

Medical  Societies. 

Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey  com- 
menced its  106th  annual  meeting  at  the 

Court  House,  in  the  city  of  Paterson,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  May  28th. 
The  following  officers  occupied  their  re- 

spective positions: 
President— Charles  Hasbrotjck. 
Vice  Presidents— Franklin  Gauntt,  E.  J. 

Thompson,  and  G.  H.  Larrison. 
Corresponding  Secretary  — Wm.  Elmer. 
Recording  Secretary— Wm.  Pierson,  Jr. 
Treasurer— H.  R.  Baldwin. 
Thirteen  "Fellows"  of  the  Society  were 

present,  as  well  as  representatives  from  the 
District  Medical  Societies  of  the  counties  of 

Bergen,  Burlington,  Camden,  Cumberland, 
Essex,  Gloucester,  Hudson,  Hunterdon, 
Mercer,  Middlesex,  Monmouth,  Passaic, 
Somerset,  Sussex,  Union,  and  Warren. 

The  President  delivered  an  admirable  ad- 
dress up<  >n  "  Popular  Ignorance  of  Medicine 

and  the  Prevalence  of  Quackery." 
Upon  adjournment  of  the  Society  the 

members  repaired  to  the  Franklin  House, 
where  they  were  entertained  at  a  sumptuous 

feast  prepared  by  the  Passaic  County  Medi- cal Society. 
At  nine  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning, 

May  29,  the  Society  reassembled.  A  large 
amount  of  business  was  transacted  with 
great  harmony  and  good  feeling. 

Dr.  Wickes,  of  Orange,  presented  the  re- 
port of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Dr.  Hodge,  of  Trenton,  presented  the  re- 
port on  the  revision  of  the  fee  bill. 

Dr.  Warman,  of  Trenton,  made  a  report 
on  the  subject  of  criminal  abortion. 

Delegates  from  other  State  medical  socie- 
ties were  appropriately  received  and  wel- 

comed. , '.  ,'.  ' 
Dr.  Phillips,  of  Trenton,  read  a  history  of 

a  case  of  abdominal  tumor. 
Dr.  Larrison,  of  Lambertville,  read  an  in- 

teresting essay  on  "  Diseases  Prevalent  in 
the  Valley  of  the  Delaware." The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year : 
President— Franklin  Gauntt,  of  Burling- ton. . 
1st  Vice  President— T.  J.  Thomason,  of 

Perrineville. 
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2d  Vice  President— G.  H.  Larrison,  of 

Lambertville. 
3d  Vice  President — William  O' Gorman,  of Newark. 
Corresponding  Secretary — Wm.  Elmer,  of Trenton. 
Recording  Secretary — Wm.  Pierson,  Jr., 

of  Orange. 
Treasurer — H.  R.  Baldwin,  of  New  Bruns- wick. 
The  Society  will  meet  in  1873  at  Mount 

Holly. 

West  Virginia  State  Medical  Society. 

The  Society  met  at  Wheeling,  June  4th, 
Dr.  Lazzeld,  President,  in  the  chair. 
During  the  session  Dr.  Safford  read  a 

voluntary  paper  on  specific  Contagion  of 
Puerperal  Fever,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  A.  S.  Todd  sent  in  a  communication 
withdrawing  from  the  Society.  Accepted. 

Dr.  Frissell,  by  invitation,  addressed  the 
Society  on  the  treatment  of  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis. 

Dr.  Jepson  reported  a  case  of  sudden  death 
of  a  dropsical  woman,  in  which  a  post-mor- 

tem one  hour  after  death  revealed  the  pre- 
sence in  the  right  vertical  and  pulmonary 

artery  of  a  firm,  elastic  clot,  over  eight  inches 
long. 

The  committee  appointed  to  memorialize 
the  Legislature  for  the  repeal  of  all  laws 
forbidding  the  study  of  practical  anatomy, 
asked  further  time  in  which  to  report. 
Granted. 
A  voluntary  essay  on  Hernia  was  read  by 

Dr.  Brock,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publication,  and  permission  was  granted 

to  Dr.  Brock  to  publish  it  in  such  other 
medical  publication  as  he  may  select. 

Dr.  Cummins  having  received  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  ^elected  Presi- 

dent for  the  ensuing  year. 
The  election  of  Dr.  Cummins  was,  on  mo- 

tion, made  unanimous. 
Dr.  Davis  nominated  Dr.  Roemer  for  First 

Vice  President,  and  on  motion  the  election 
was  made  unanimous. 

Dr.  Baird  nominated  Dr.  Davis  for  Second 
Vice  President. 

Dr.  D.  declined,  but  the  Society  elected 
him  unanimously. 

Dr.  Ford  nominated  Dr.  Moore,  of  Wells- 
burg,  for  Third  Vice  President,  who  was 
duly  elected. 

At  the  close  the  President  delivered  his 
valedictory,  as  follows : — 

Before  the  adjournment,  allow  me,  gen- 
tlemen, to  return  my  cordial  thanks  for 

your  uniform  kindness  and  assistance  in 
conducting  the  proceedings  of  this  Society. 
I  am  sensible  of  many  imperfections  and 
mistakes,  but  they  have  been  of  the  head 
and  not  of  the  heart.  I  am  fully  identified 
with  the  interests  of  our  Society  to  promote 
its  interests  and  advancement. 

To  the  profession  and  citizens  of  Wheel- 
ing we  are  largely  indebted  for  the  pleasant 

meeting  we  have  had.  That  this  has  been 
an  interesting  and  profitable  meeting  we  all 
fully  realize,  and  now  feel  that  our  Society 
is  more  firmly  established  in  the  hearts  of 
the  profession  than  ever.  Thanking  you  all 
again,  and  hoping  we  may  all  meet  one  year 
hence  at  the  Parkersburg  Wells,  I  bid  you 
adieu. 
The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at 

Parkersburg  Mineral  Wells,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  June,  1873. 

Editorial  Department, 

Periscope. 

The  Effect  of  Menstrual  Disorders  upon  the 
Vascularity  and  Nutrition  of  the  Intra-Ocular Structures. 
Dr.  Reuben  A.  Vance,  of  New  York  city, 

writes  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  .-—The  phenomena  of  menstruation 
may  be  attended  by  disordered  vision,  and 
it  is  possible  that  such  visual  disorders  are 
due  to  the  general  commotion  to  which  the 
female  organization  is  subjected  at  this  time, 
yet  such  cases  are  rare  ;  and  Dr.  T.  Clifford 
Allbutt,  of  Leeds,  in  his  recent  work,  says 
that  he  has  never  been  able  to  satisfy  him- 

self of  their  existence.*  I  have  seen  a  num- 
*  Allbutt  On  the  Use  of  the  Ophthalmoscope  in 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  of  the  Kid- 
neys; and  also  in  certain  other  General  Disorders. London  :  Macmillan  &  (Jo.  1871. 

ber  of  cases  in  which  photophobia  and  dim- 
ness of  vision  were  complained  of  at  the 

monthly  periods,  in  which  the  ophthalmo- 
scope did  not  reveal  any  disorder  of  the 

intra-ocular  structures,  and  others  again 
where  hyperemia  of  the  disk  and  retina  to 
a  very  marked  degree,  occurring  at  the  same 
time,  was  unattended  by  any  defect  of 
vision. 

The  ophthalmoscopic  appearances  in  the 
majority  of  cases  in  which  symptoms  refer- 

able to  the  cerebro-spinal  system  have  been 
observed,  are  such  as  denote  an  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  intra-ocular 
structures.  The  retinal  circulation  is  af- 

fected, but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  that  of 
the  disk.  The  vessels  of  the  latter  are  en- 

larged and  their  number  increased.  It  may 
even  assume  a  crimson  appearance,  and  I 
have  occasionally  seen  it  so  congested  that 
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the  whole  fundus  oculi  appeared  of  a  uni- 
form color,  and  the  site  of  the  papillae  could 

only  be  discovered  by  tracing  the  retinal 
vessels  to  their  point  of  convergence.  The 
arteries  of  the  retina  may  be  but  slightly 
affected — as  a  rule  they  are  not  enlarged  to 
any  -  great  extent — but  the  veins  are  in- 

creased in  size  and  number,  and  their  course 
becomes  irregular  and  tortuous.  It  is  the 
proper  vessels  of  the  disk  which  undergo 
the  greatest  change,  and  the  chief  evidences 
of  congestion  will  be  observed  at  the  intra- 

ocular termination  of  the  optic  nerve. 
The  proportion  of  cases  in  which  intra- 

ocular congestion  can  be  observed  at  the 
menstrual  period  is  quite  large,  but  the 
number  of  instances  is  small  in  which  the 
ophthalmoscopic  appearances  of  hyperaemia 
persist  during  the  whole  time  the  woman  is 
unwell.  In  many  cases  where  ladies  suffer- 

ing from  menstrual  irregularities  have  been 
under  my  care  for  disorders  of  the  nervous 
system  it  has  been  possible  to  pursue  oph- 

thalmoscopic observations  for  a  length  of 
time,  and  not  only  to  see  the  intra-ocular 
appearances  during  the  time  they  were 
menstruating,  but  also  during  the  interven- 

ing period.  Two  well-defined  classes  can 
be  distinguished ;  one  in  which  the  irregu- 

larities of  the  intra-ocular  circulation  lasted 
but  a  short  time,  and  were  apparent  only  at 
the  commencement  of  menstruation ;  an- 

other, in  which  they  came  on  a  day  or  two 
before  the  flow  manifested  itself,  persisted 
during  its  continuance,  and  lasted  a  variable 
time  after  it  ceased.  The  first  class  suffered 
more  or  less  pain  at  the  time  these  appear- 

ances were  noticeable,  but  presented  no  ab- 
normal nervous  symptoms  ;  the  other  class 

complained  of  mental  depression,  obscure 
nervous  phenomena,  and  pain  in  the  back 
and  thighs. 

Cases  characterized  by  anaemia  of  the 
intra-ocular  structures  pursue  much  the 
same  course,  and  present  many  of  the  symp- 

toms observed  in  cases  of  congestion  persist- 
ing throughout  the  menstrual  period.  An 

ophthalmoscopic  examination  alone  can  dis- 
tinguish between  them,  and  determine  in  a 

given  case  whether  the  cerebral  symptoms 
complained  of  are  due  to  hyperemia  or 
anaemia  of  the  brain. 

The  mental  symptoms  due  to  the  deranged 
nutrition  of  the  brain  so  produced  are  mani- 

fold, and  vary  from  the  merest  excitability 
of  manner  to  the  most  furious  mania,  from 
slight  depression  of  spirits  to  extreme  mel- 

ancholia, and  in  more  than  one  case  I  have 
known  the  whole  character  of  the  individu- 

als so  changed  as  to  lead  to  the  commission 
of  the  most  vicious  and  disgusting  acts.  It 
is  in  this  latter  respect  that  these  cases  ac- 

quire importance  in  a  medico-legal  point  of 
view,  and  no  expert  can  form  an  opinion 
entitled  to  any  weight  who  ha3  not  care- 

fully examined  the  patient  with  the  oph- 
thalmoscope before,  during,  and  after  her 

menstrual  epoch.  In  this  manner,  and  in 
this  manner  alone,  can  the  physical  condi- 

tion of  the  intra-cranial  organs,  as  regards 
these  secondary  vascular  changes,  be  deter- 

mined, and  a  basis  of  fact  acquired  upon 
which  to  found  a  rational  opinion  as  to  the 
responsibility  or  irresponsibility  of  an  ac- 

cused person. 

Climate  in  Consumption. 
Dr.  Wm.  H.  Taylor,  of  Richmond,  gives 

the  following  lecture  on  Climate,  in  the 
Virginia  Clinical  Record : — 

I  now  come  to  the  topic  which  has  dic- 
tated this  lecture,  namely,  change  of  climate 

as  an  agency  in  the  treatment  of  consump- 
tion. A  vast  deal  has  been  and  might  be 

said  on  this  subject,  but  I  shall  condense 
what  I  have  to  say  on  it  into  a  few  para- 

graphs. Long  ago  the  beneficial  effects  of 
change  of  air  and  scene  were  recognized  and 
acted  upon  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  and 
they  are  still  sought  after  more  assiduously 
than  ever,  despite  the  failure  that  too  often 
attends  the  search.  Notwithstanding  the 
improved  means  of  observation  and  the  zeal 
of  investigators,  the  science  of  climatology 
is  yet  very  imperfect;  and  in  many  cases 
actual  experience  of  a  particular  climate  will 
prove  to  be  palpably  at  variance  with  the 
most  sagaciously  formed  opinion  of  it.  The 
truth  is  that  a  climate  is  not  apt  to  be  con- 

sistent with  itself,  being  one  thing  one  year 
and  quite  another  thing  another  year;  its 
average  character,  which  is  determined  for 
it  by  the  climatologist  and  assigned  on  the 
authority  of  those  ensnaring  implements, 
the  barometer,  thermometer,  hygrometer 
and  rain-gauge,  being  commonly  such  as the  oldest  inhabitant  does  not  remember 
ever  to  have  experienced.  Besides,  there  is 
great  contrariety  of  temperament  among 
people,  so  that  a  place  which  one  man  thinks 
very  pleasant  another  pronounces  unbear- 

able, and  a  climate  which  the  hale  physician 
praises  from  personal  knowledge  of  it  as 
well  adapted  to  the  case  is  condemned  by 
the  ailing  patient  as  decidedly  unsuitable. 
Hence  it  becomes  a  matter  of  difficulty  and 
responsibility  to  an  undogmatic  medical 
man  to  designate  a  residence  for  the  invalid 
who  relies  on  his  opinion  to  guide  him  in 
this  important  point ;  and,  on  the  whole,  it 
would  probably  be  the  most  judicious  course 
to  furnish  the  invalid  with  some  general 
conception  of  the  region  and  let  him  select 
a  particular  spot  for  himself. 

The  systematic  writers  on  climatology  ad- 
vance various  discordant  opinions  as  to  the 

fitness  of  certain  places  as  residences  for 
persons  in  different  stages  of  consumption, 
making  confusing  and  ill-founded  distinc- 

tions based  upon  theoretical  considerations 
and  improperly  digested  meteorological 
tables.  A  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the 
peculiarities  of  the  climate  of  particular 
localities  can  be  obtained  only  by  prolonged 
residence  therein.  I  would  caution  the  in- 

valid to  trust  no  one's  ideas  on  this  subject 
absolutely,  but  suffer  himself  to  be  instructed 
by  his  individual  experience.  It  is  no  real 
consolation  to  him,  when  a  locality  has 
worsted  him,  to  know  that  it  has  done  this 
thing  in  disregard  of  the  express  dictum  of 
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the  whole  honorable  and  learned  Faculty. 
Let  hiin  repair  to  a  place  of  repute.  Like 
enough  he  will  find  its  climate  provokiugly 
opposed  to  what  it  ought  to  be  according  to 
all  the  laws  of  meteorology.  Then,  let  him 
go  somewhere  else ;  and  perhaps  it  will  be 
just  as  well  if  he  never  rinds  a  place  that 
exactly  suits,  for  this  will  make  him  bustle 
about,  which  is  an  advantage  to  him. 

It  is  perhaps  safe  to  say  that  climates  dif- 
fer in  degree  rather  than  in  kind,  though 

this  difference  may,  to  a  consumptive  who 
spends  his  winter  in  Florida  or  New  Eng- 

land, be  the  difference  between  life  and 
death.  There  is  little  reason  for  believing, 
as  is  popularly  the  case,  that  the  air  of  one 
region  is  intrinsically  more  sanative  than 
the  air  of  any  other.  What  the  invalid 
really  gains  by  change  of  abode  is  the  oppor- 

tunity for  doing  those  things  which  he  would 
or  should  do  at  home  but  that  the  circum- 

stances of  climate  prevent  him,  namely,  for 
making  use  of  those  cardinal  hygienic  mea- 

sures which  promote  health.  Of  course  he 
has  more  facilities  for  inhaling  the  pure 
fresh  out-door  air  and  indulging  in  suitable 
exercise  where  the  winter  is  mild  and  equa- 

ble than  where  it  is  rigorous  and  variable. 
He  should  remember  that  to  obtain  these 
facilities  is  his  object  in  leaving  home,  and 
sedulously  avail  himself  of  them  when  they 
offer,  not  sitting  and  moping  when  he 
reaches  his  destination,  but  getting  on  his 
feet,  or  in  his  carriage,  or  on  his  horse,  and 
stirring  around. 

To  carry  out  this  plan  it  is  presupposed 
that  the  invalid  has  strength  sufficient  to  do 
it — a  presupposition  which  ought  to  be,  but 
which  by  no  means  universally  is,  had  in 
view.  How  often  does  the  unfortunate  vic- 

tim leave  his  home  to  die  in  some  extrava- 
gantly extolled,  but  alien  land  ?  He  should 

have  vigor  enough  to  encounter  the  inevita- 
ble hardships  of  travel,  and  to  spare,  for  if 

at  the  end  of  the  journey  he  is  too  feeble  to 
go  about,  the  main  source  of  hope  for  him  is 
gone.  If  he  is  to  depend  upon  the  mere 
balsamic  powers  of  the  air  for  his  restoration, 
experience  assures  us  that  he  rests  on  a  pre- 

carious support.  If  he  has  only  to  -pine,  he 
had  better  pine  among  his  friends,  for  stran- 

gers usually  have  only  such  sympathy  as 
money  can  buy  for  pining  men.  He  should 
endeavor  likewise  to  cultivate  a  taste  for 
travel,  striving  hard  not  to  become  one  of 
that  too  numerous  class  of  peregrinating  sick 
people  who  take  travel  strictly  as  medicine, 
taking  a  dose  of  Spain  or  Italy  just  as  they 
would  a  dose  of  cod-liver  oil,  gulping  it 
down  and  cursing  the  flavor.  Taken  thus 
it  is  sure  to  nauseate,  and  is  apt  to  do  more 
harm  than  good.  The  important  inference 
from  all  this  is,  that  whoever  would  realize 
the  utmost  benefit  that  change  of  climate 
can  confer  should  resort  to  it  early,  while  he 
still  has  sufficient  elasticity  of  feeling  to 
permit  him  to  enjoy  what  he  sees  and  enough 
energy  of  body  to  sustain  him  on  the  way, 
and  while  the  disease,  being  yet  incipient, 
is  less  capable  of  resisting  the  additional 
forces  which  his  comparatively  buoyant 

spirit  and  active  frame  will  now  enable  him 
to  bring  against  it.  To  him  who  has  much 
strength  travel  will  possibly  give  more ; 
from  him  who  has  none  it  will  probably 
take  away  even  that  which  he  has. 

It  will  be  gathered  from  my  remarks  that 
I  much  prefer  the  patient  should  go  about 
from>place  to  place  to  remaining  constantly 
in  any  one  locality.  Above  every  other  ex- 

pedient, I  would  recommend  him,  if  his 
physical  and  pecuniary  circumstances  per- 

mit it,  to  procure  a  comfortable  vehicle,  and 
in  company  with  some  congenial  companion 
to  prowl  through  the  chosen  region,  placing 
himself  independent  of  contingencies  by 
taking  everything  necessary  with  him — 
"roughiug  it,"  but  with  the  roughness 
mitigated  to  the  utmost.  If  in  doing  this  he 
could  contrive  to  occupy  himself  with  some 
light  and  pleasant  pursuit,  with  the  fascinat- 

ing art  of  photography,  for  instance,  I  think 
that  scarce  any  scheme  would  be  more  fruit- 

ful of  benefit.  I  have  met  with  persons  who 
had  adopted  this  plan,  and  they  invariably 
lauded  it  in  the  highest  terms,  so  that  I  feel 
authorized,  both  on  theory  and  practice,  to 
urge  its  adoption  by  those  who  have  the 
means  for  carrying  it  out. 
Some  of  the  unpleasant  concomitants  of 

travel  may  be  annulled  or  ameliorated  by 
going  no  further  from  home  tban  is  really 
necessary ;  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I 
feel  myself  justified  in  advising  the  Ameri- can invalid  to  restrict  himself  to  Florida  as 
a  winter  residence.  Its  climate  i>,  in  my 
opinion,  equal  if  not  superior  to  that  of  any 
portion  of  Europe  that  I  visited.  It  is,  too, 
to  be  preferred,  I  think,  to  that  of  Havana, 
whose  heat  was  to  me  so  excessive  as  to  be 
exhausting.  Fortunately,  however,  it  is 
easy  for  the  invalid  to  test  this  point  for 
himself,  for  the  distance  from  Florida  to 
Cuba  is  but  short,  and  possibly  on  trial  he 
may  find  the  climate  of  the  latter  to  be  more 
suited  to  the  peculiarities  of  his  own  case; 
at  any  rate,  between  the  two  regions  he  may 
be  quite  sure  of  reaping  every  climatic  bene- 

fit which  he  can  reasonably  hope  to  obtain 
from  a  visit  by  a  longer  and  more  trying 
journey  to  the  famous  sanitary  resorts  in 
Southern  Europe.  Of  course  in  Florida  he 
will  not  meet  with  the  novelty  and  pictur- 
esqueness  of  scene,  or  popular  peculiarities, 
or  storied  associations  which  make  so  large 
a  part  of  the  charm  of  foreign  travel ;  but  he 
will  have  the  advantages,  more  prosaic,  it  is 
true,  but  perhaps  more  satisfying  to  a  sick 
man,  of  easy  communication  with  home, 
similarity  of, rnanners  and  tastes,  and  above 
all,  the  inestimable  blessing  of  a  common language. 

Papillary  Ophthalmia. 

Dr.  D.  S.  Reynolds  says  in  the  American 
Practitioner : — 

Papillary  Ophthalmia  is  an  entirely  differ- ent affection  from  trachoma.  It  is  in  no  sense 
granular.  It  follows  the  more  violent  acute 
symptoms  of  purulent  ophthalmia,  and  not 
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un frequently  occurs  as  a  primary  lesion  in 
persons  of  debilitated  constitution. 

Papillary  ophthalmia  is  sometimes  due  to 
endemic  atmospheric  causes,  and  has  been 
thought  by  some  to  have  prevailed  epidemi- 

cally in  certain  parts  of  Europe.  Almost 
every  writer  on  ophthalmic  medicine  and 
surgery  has  grouped  both  the  papillary  and 
the  trachomatous  diseases  under  one  head  ; 
some  of  them  describing  the  two  diseases  as 
different  stages  or  varieties  of  granular  oph- 

thalmia, so  called,  and  gravely  asserting 
that  the  treatment  should  be  the  same  in 
both  forms  of  disease. 
The  pathological  peculiarity  of  papillary 

conjunctivitis  consists  in  a  hypertrophy  of 
the  conjunctival  papillae,  which  must  neces- 

sarily be  confined  to  the  palpebral  portion 
of  the  membrane,  as  there  are  no  papillm  in 
the  ocular  conjunctivae.  How  absurd  then 
to  talk  about  unity  in  diseases  so  opposite  in 
their  very  nature !  The  hypertrophied, 
elongated  papillae  constitute  villosities  over 
the  entire  surface  of  the  palpebral  conjunc- 

tivas, which  gives  rise  to  distressing  symp- 
toms, chiefly  on  account  of  the  extraocular 

pressure.  When  the  papillae  are  thin  and 
flabby  a  stiffness  in  the  lids,  with  slight 
sense  of  scratching  on  the  upper  surface  of 
the  eyeball,  constitute  the  sum  of  the  sub- 

jective phenomena;  when,  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  great  vascularity  and  tumefaction  of 
the  membrane,  pain,  heat,  a  sense  of  dry- 

ness on  the  surface  of  the  eyeball,  with  fre- 
quent gushes  of  hot  tears,  and  throbbing 

sensation,  with  ptosis  and  intolerance  of 
light,  are  all  present,  more  or  less.  There  is 
but  slight  vascularity  of  the  subconjunctival 
tissue  in  this  affection,  the  morbid  action 
being  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the 
mucous  membrane  proper. 

There  are  different  types  of  this  disease, 
on  account  of  the  variety  of  causes  that  tend 
to  its  production  ;  but  I  dare  say  the  differ- 

ence is  almost  wholly  due  to  the  presence  of 
complications,  such  as  depend  not  upon  the 
presence  of  papillary  conjunctivitis,  but  such 
as  are  brought  into  activity  by  the  causes 
which  produce  the  last  named  affection. 
How  can  we  expect  to  arrive  at  a  proper 
conclusion  as  to  what  is  curative  and  what 
hurtful,  unless  clear  lines  of  distinction  be 
drawn  between  the  pathological  features  of 
diseases  similar  in  nothing  except  the  site  of 
their  development? 
In  that  form  of  papillary  ophthalmia 

arising  from  simple  catarrhal  ophthalmia, 
sulphate  of  copper,  applied  once  in  the  course 
of  five  or  six  days,  by  lightly  gliding  the 
stick  over  the  exposed  papiliae,  followed  by 
the  cold,  wet  compressive  bandage,  with  a 
collyriurn  every  morning  and  evening,  of 

one' scruple  of  alum  to  an  ounce  of  water, or  one  drachm  of  tannin  to  the  ounce  of 
glycerine,  continuing  the  compressive  ban- 

dage most  of  the  time  during  the  day,  will 
be  found  successful  in  most  acute  cases.  If 
there  be  manifestations  of  constitutional 
disturbance,  of  course  constitutional  medica- 

tion must  be  promptly  instituted. 

In  chronic  papillary  ophthalmia,  arising 
from  neglected  catarrhal  conjunctivitis,  it 
will  be  best  to  apply  muriate  of  ammonia  in 
substance  to  the  affected  membrane  at  least 
once  a  day,  and  at  the  same  time  the  coliy- riurn of  alum  before  mentioned.  If  the 
disease  be  a  sequel  to  purulent  or  "Egyptian" 
ophthalmia,  then  there  will  be  observed  con- 

siderable thickening  of  the  conjunctival 
membrane  from  interstitial  deposit  of  plastic 
matter,  the  papiilse  will  not  project  far 
beyond  the  surface,  and  there  will  be  noticed, 
upon  close  observation,  a  considerable 
amount  of  contraction  of  the  orbicularis 
palpebrarum,  constituting  permanent  ble- 

pharospasm, thus  greatly  endangering  the 
safety  of  the  cornea  by  friction.  In  all  such 
cases  section  of  the  orbicular  muscle,  by  ex- 

tending the  palpebral  fissure  outward,  and 
securing  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane 
along  the  whole  course  of  the  wound  by 
sutures,  will  be  a  prerequisite  to  the  success- 

ful treatment.  Having  performed  the  tar- 
sorrhaphy or  canthoplasty,  the  only  after- 

treatment  necessary  in  most  cases  will  be 
alum,  tannin,  or  chloride  of  zinc  in  solution. 
The  strength  of  the  zinc  colly rium  should 
never  be  greater  than  three  grains  to  an 
ounce  of  water.  Generally  one  grain  will 
be  sufficient  if  applied  every  two  hours 
during  the  day. 
Another  form  of  papillary  ophthalmia  is 

that  in  which  the  patients  are  of  strumous 
taint  and  much  debilitated  prior  to  the 
attack  of  conjunctivitis.  In  this  class  of 
cases  iodide  of  iron,  quinine,  good  diet,  out- 

door exercise,  and  comfortable  clothing 
should  be  first  called  into  requisition.  The 
local  application  of  turpentine,  one  half 
drachm  to  an  ounce  of  cod-liver  oil,  every 
morning  and  evening,  will  be  about  all  that 
is  necessary.  In  fact  I  believe  the  very  best 
information  for  one  to  possess  as  to  the 
treatment  of  papillary  ophthalmia  and 
trachoma  consists  in  knowing  what  not  to 
use  or  apply  to  the  affected  membrane. 
While  almost  all  writers  on  ophthalmo- 

logy laud  in  the  highest  terms  the  mitigated 
nitrate  of  silver  and  the  sulphate  of  copper, 
applied  in  substance,  frequently  repeated, 
they  take  the  pains  to  mention  that  many 
cases  are  incurable.  Now,  as  a  matter  of 
daily  observation,  every  one  knows  that 
twenty  or  forty  grains  of  nitrate  of  silver  to 
an  ounce  of  water  will,  if  frequently  applied 
to  a  mucous  surface,  very  soon  excoriate  and 
finally  destroy  the  membrane  itself.  This 
being  true,  how  much  more  dangerous  the 
daily  application  of  sulphate  of  copper  in 
substance  or  the  "mitigated  stick,"  the 
liquor  potass,  acetic,  and  sulphurous  acids 
may  be  can  easily  be  conjectured.  I  take 
the  pains  to  assert  that  no  excoriating  ap- 

plication can  possibly  fail  to  aggravate  the 
disease  under  consideration;  that  caustic 
applications  are  wholly  unjustifiable,  and 
their  use  in  papillary  conjunctivitis  should 
be  made  actionable  at  law ;  because  every 
one  must  know  that  caustics  destroy  mucous 
membrane,  and  that  when  once  destroyed  it 
can  never  be  reproduced. 
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The  Calabar  Bean  in  Spinal  Meningitis. 
Dr.  Henry  G  Todd  says,  in  the  Indiana Journal  of  Medicine  :— 
After  suffering  the  anxiety  and  disap- pointment that  most   physicians  in  the country  have  felt  in  the  treatment  of  spinal meningitis,  my  mind  was  directed  to  the calabar  bean,  as  a  remedy  offering  a  better hope  of  success  than  anything  I  had  used or  seen  recommended  in  the  journals,  its effect,  according  to  Dr.  Christison  and  others, to  so  modify  the  action  of  the  spinal  nerves 

™„™i  Pr(^uee  Paralysis  of  the  voluntary muscles  the  very  effect  that  is  indicated  in 
Wr    I^k^u'  °r  °Pisth°tonos  of  spotted fever.    With  these  views  I  obtained,  more than  a  year  ago,  a  few  of  the  beans,  and, also  a  tincture,  from  Browning  &  Sloan containing  two  ounces  of  the  bean  to  one pint  of  alcohol.    This  being  a  potent  agent, 
Z      n?  °5lcmal  PreParation,  I  did  not  feel at  liberty  to  prescribe  it  till  I  had  tested  its relative  dose  by  personal  experience.  I commenced  by  taking  twenty-rive  drops  of this  tincture  every  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes, till  I  had  taken  two  hundred  drops  in  two and  one-half  hours.    This  produced  a  verv marked  sensation  of  languor  and  indisposi- tion to  move,  but  by  an  effort  of  will  my muscles  were  as  fully  under  my  control  as before.    No  contraction  of  the  pupil  was discoverable,  and  the  pulse  remained  with- out change.    The  experiment  was  carried 
f0lUr^.er  and  not  rePeated.    I  was  treating at  that  time  a  child  fifteen  months  old,  with 
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t^nniTf  fCi°ntiMUed  inu°ne  of  the  cases  about ten  da\s,  the  other  a  shorter  time,  when  the disease  appeared  so  far  recovered  that  the bromide  of  ammonia  was  substituted  for  the bean,  and  my  patients  recovered.  Though the  above  cases  were  not  as  violent  as  we occasionally  meet  with,  yet  the  symptoms were  urgent  and  distressing,  and  the  relief so  speedy  and  important  that  I  shall  use the  remedy  hereafter  with  great  confidence  : 

Result  in  /JTg?Hg  su^estions  should 
result  m  a  trial  of  the  remedy  by  mv  pro- 

nlX1!?1  fnie?t8'  my  object  w*u  ̂e  accom- plished, and  I  hope  much  suffering  relieved. 

quite  a  violent  attack  of  spinal  meningitis. I  directed  eight  drops  of  the  tincture  to  be given  at  intervals  of  three  hours.    The  dose was  not  increased,  but  the  intervals  were shortened  when  I  had  opportunity  to  give personal  attention.  And  here  let  me  remark that  in  this,  as  also  in  two  other  cases  that  I attended  shortly  afterward,  my  time  was  so occupied  that  1  could  not  remain  with  mv patients,  to  watch  the  effect,and  the  remedy being  an  active  one,  and  comparatively  new ±  was  afraid  to  allow  any  discretionary liberty  with  the  nurse;  and  though  I  con- sidered the  results  very  satisfactory,  yet  it was  by  no  means  a  proper  test  of  the  efficacy or  i the  remedy.  In  two  recent  cases  in  which 1  have  used  the  bean,  however,  I  have  been able  to  give  personal  attention,  pushing  the remedy  more  vigorously,  and  with  results equal  to  my  most  sanguine  expectations in  both  of  these  cases  (which  were  adults) 1  used  the  pulverized  bean,  as  giving  a  bet- ter opportunity  to  graduate  the  dose.  I 
commenced  with  four  grains  of  the  powdered bean,  and  repeated  with  three-grain  doses every  hour  till  relief  was  obtained  from  the urgent  distress  occasioned  by  the  tension  of the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  back.  This object  was  partially  attained  after  the  third 

Uu  comParative  ease  was  secured  after tne  nltn,  and  the  remedy  was  continued  at such  intervals  as  would  give  the  patient  com- parative rest  and  comiort ;  but  in  neither  of those  cases  was  it  pushed  far  enough  to  pro- duce contraction  of  the  pupil,  though  they complained  of  the  depression.    This  treat- 

Singular  Nervous  Symptoms. 
In  the  Canada  Lancet  Dr.  W  S  Ohpt<*- 

Tzlf/^^  0nt1T°'  slates' thfcase 
ot  a  lad,  eleven  years  old,  slender,  sanguine temperament,  of  fair  intellect.  Some  of  his symptoms  are  described  as  follows:— Whenever  placed  in  an  easy  position,  in quietude,  he  gradually  passed  into  a  singular condition  of  nervous  derangement,  breathing stertorously,  and  at  each  inspiration  th? body  was  raised  fully  six  inches,  the  points of  contact  being  the  heels  and  head ;  this would  continue  for  awhile;  then  he  would 

Jhrin°rrK-eVer^imaginable  tninS  Posing through  his  mind,  whistle,  sing,  eat,  snap 
and  occasionally  turn  a  half  someVsaun,' without  touching  the  bed  with  his  hands Accordingly  he  was  directed  to  lie  down to  rest  before  dinner;  in  a  few  minutes 
he  got  into  the  peculiar  state  mentioned above  He  breathed  stertorously  as  before but  they  had  found  that  if  hil  shirt  was oosened  he  would  immediately  stop;  taking the  hint,  I  loosened  the  shirt  collar,  and found  the  statement  correct.  I  practiced pressure  on  several  portions  of  the  body,  and noted  down  the  results. 

i  ?aG  great  sciatic  nerve  was  first  manipu- lated, and  the  moment  pressure  was  made the  leg  was  stretched  and  stiffened  like  a 
?°,?,Y  each  repetition  produced  the  same lesult.  I  then  placed  my  thumbs  on  the supra-orbital  foramen,  right  and  left  alter- 
2'a"d  instantly  the  mouth  was  drawn towaids  the  side  pressed;  pressing  both  at 

wmt  ̂ hVT^1  WaS  drawn  to  a  fLin»el  shape, with  the  tongue  protruding,  and  rapidly passing  from  side  to  side.  Tile  infra- oS was  the  next  point,  but  no  external  muscu- 

Z?l«7JZ°}  plaC6;  °n  Pressure  an  invari- 
able attempt  to  pronounce  the  monosyllables yah  ah,  or  yes,"  was  made.  I  tried  the mental  foramen,  but  found  no  response perhaps  I  missed  it.  The  right  ulnar  nerve was  manipulated;  it  excited  him  to  cough 

t V^7£»u°me£reign  bod-v  had  fastened in  the  trachea ;  the  same  earnest  attempt  to get  something  out  of  his  throat  was  thVre- sult  of  pressing  this  nerve.  The  left  ulnar however,  produced  no  such  phenomenon but  instead  the  lad  would  begin  to  kick most  violently    Pressure  over  the  region  of 
hndw.r°itld^artery  .on  one  side  cauled  the oody  to  be  thrown  into  a  wriggling  kind  of motion,  with  the  head  inclined  towards  the 
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side  pressed.  On  both  sides  the  inevitable 
stertor  in  the  breathing  was  produced. 
Pressure  on  the  dorsal  vertebrae  would  cause 
him  to  speak.  I  placed  my  hand  on  the 
occipital  bone,  and  instantly  the  half  somer- 

sault was  produced.  Although  lying  on  his 
back,  this  motion  was  quick  and  certain,  the 
whole  body  being  thrown  forward ;  by  placing 
the  thumbs  on  or  about  the  coronal  suture, 
above  the  superciliary  ridge,  the  pain  seemed 
to  be  intense,  he  uttering  a  kind  of  mutter- 

ing groan  ;  out  of  pity  you  instantly  desist. 
Grasping  the  foot,  and  placing  the  thumb 
over  the  instep,  he  at  once  commeuced  to 
manipulate  the  dumb  alphabet  on  his  fin- 

gers, which,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
he  is  entirely  ignorant  of.  I  inquired  par- 

ticularly about  this,  and  was  informed  that 
when  a  very  little  fellow  he  saw  a  deaf  and 
dumb  lad  performing;  I  tested  his  know- 

ledge in  every  possible  way  by  repeating  the 
letters  made  by  him  on  my  own  ringers,  but 
all  seemed  a  blank. 

This  phenomenon  so  interested  the  little 
folks  of  the  house  that,  while  I  was  exam- 

ining other  parts,  they  would  grasp  Johnny's foot  to  see  him  make  the  letters.  The  cranial 
nerves,  right  and  left,  seemed  to  be  alike 
impressible,  and  produced  similar  phe- 

nomena, but  not  so  with  the  nerves  of  the 
extremities,  the  right  having  excess  of  sensi- 

bility. Perhaps  the  most  interesting  point  of 
all  is,  that  if  you  press  on  the  squamo-parietal 
suture  a  little  posteriorly,  he  recovers  in- 

stantaneously, rubs  his  eyes,  acts  a  little 
strangely,  and  goes  about  his  business  as  if 
nothing  had  happened.  I  might  add  that 
any  two  or  more  phenomena  might  be  pro- 

duced at  the  same  time.  The  features  during 
the  paroxysm  are  much  flushed,  and  the 
slightest  touch  on  the  cranium  produced  the 
results  named. 

Profuse  Menorrhagia  treated  with  Morphia. 
Dr.  W.  T.  Carter  reports  the  following 

case  in  the  American  Practitioner  : — 
Mat  Stone  (colored),  aged  twenty-nine, 

mother  of  four  children,  youngest  about 
thirteen  months  old,  on  February  15th  men- struated for  the  first  time  since  the  birth  of 
her  last  child.  Menstruation  continued 
about  four  days,  during  which  she  lost  a 
very  small  quantity  of  blood.  Her  subse- 

quent menstruation,  which  occurred  in  very 
nearly  two  weeks  after  the  disappearance  of 
the  first,  was  so  profuse,  being  also  accom- 

panied by  severe  pains  in  the  hypogastrium, 
as  to  reduce  her  to  a  state  of  extreme  de- 

bility. On  examination  I  found  the  os  uteri 
patulous,  hypertrophied,  with  very  little  if 
any  eversion,  and  great  vascularity  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  os  and  cervix. 
The  history  of  the  case  and  the  condition  of 
the  uterus  preclude  the  possibility  of  intra- 

uterine polypus;  and  the  length  of  time 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  birth  of  the  last 
child,  with  the  smallness  of  the  uterus, 
show  plainly  that  the  cause  of  the  menor- 
rhagia  was  not  imperfect  involution.  The 
patient  being  an  inveterate  eater  of  dirt 

(pica),  which  caused  an  obstinate  constipa- 
tion, not  having  more  than  one  evacuation 

of  the  bowels  weekly,  I  ordered  a  mild  laxa- 
tive, to  be  followed  by  drachm  doses  of  fluid 

extract  of  ergot  every  two  or  three  hours. 
Having  given  several  doses  of  the  ergot 
without  noticing  the  least  perceptible  cessa- 

tion of  the  discharge,  I  added  tincture  of 
cannabis  and  gallic  acid.  This  caused  an 
amelioration  of  symptoms,  which  returned 
with  increased  violence  if  the  patient  as- 

sumed a  sitting  posture  in  bed  even.  Va- 
rious other  remedies  were  exhibited,  to 

which  were  subjoined  astringent  injections. 
All,  however,  proved  perfectly  valueless. 
Continued  loss  of  blood,  suffering,  and  ina- 

bility to  take  only  small  quantities  of  food, 
were  rapidly  exhausting  the  system.  Cold 
applications  were  made,  but  failed  to  cause 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  which  was  now 
remarkably  relaxed.  There  was  an  excessive 
secretion  of  urine,  attended  by  a  continued 
escape  of  that  fluid  from  the  bladder. 

The  pain  in  the  hypogastrium,  which  was 
at  times  periodical,  increased  in  severity. 
She  complained  of  restlessness,  great  thirst, 
and  a  dryness  of  the  skin.  Half-grain  doses 
of  sulphate  of  morphia  were  ordered  to  be 
given  as  often  as  necessary  to  insure  com- 

plete freedom  from  pain.  The  first  dose  was 
administered  at  ten  P.  M.,  after  which  she 
passed  a  comfortable  night,  and  reported 
herself  in  the  morning  as  feeling  much  bet- 

ter. Noticing  a  marked  diminution  in  the 
sanguineous  discharge,  the  morphia  powders 
were  continued.  After  having  taken  five 
powders,  one  being  given  every  six  hours, 
the  flow  ceased,  and  she  gradually  resumed 
her  natural  health.  She  has  menstruated 
once  since  without  any  trouble. 

Carbolic  Acid  as  an  Anaesthetic. 
At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society 

of  New  York,  reported  in  the  New  York 
Medical  Journal,  Dr.  Andrew  H.  Smith, 
from  the  Committee  on  Intelligence,  read  a 
Report  on  Therapeutics,  from  which  we  ex- 

tract the  following : — 
Dr.  Bill,  of  the  United  States  Army,  and 

Dr.  Squibb,  have  recently  called  attention 
to  the  action  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  local  anaes- 

thetic. As  their  papers  have  had  a  very 
general  circulation,  I  will  not  give  a  synop- 

sis of  them,  but  merely  state  the  results  of 
some  experiments  that  I  have  made  upon 
my  own  person,  which  agree  entirely  with 
their  experience. 

In  the  first  experiment  I  painted  a  spoton 
the  forearm,  about  an  inch  in  diameter, 
with  carbolic  acid  of  about  the  strength  of 
85  per  cent.  For  about  a  minute  there  was 
a  slight  burning  sensation,  after  which  the 
integument  became  entirely  insensible,  the 
cuticle  being  whitened  and  shrivelled,  and 
the  spot  slightly  elevated.  I  then  with  a 
scalpel  made  an  incision  about  half  an  inch 
in  length  through  the  whole  thickness  of 
the  integument.  This  was  done  without 
even  feeling  the  contact  of  the  knife.  The 
capillary  circulation  seemed  not  to  be  ma- 
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terially  interfered  with,  as  the  blood  flowed 
as  freely  as  it  would  from  a  similar  wound 
under  ordinary  circumstances.  The  repara- 

tive process  was  also  not  impaired,  adhesion 
taking  place  immediately.  Three  hours 
after  the  application  of  the  acid  a  needle 
could  be  thrust  freely  into  the  skin  without 
causing  pain. 
In  the  second  experiment  carbolic  acid 

was  applied  as  before,  and  ten  minutes  after 
a  fly-blister  was  placed  upon  the  spot.  The 
blister  remained  eight  and  a  half  hours 
without  causing  any  pain,  and  without  pro- 

ducing vesication. 
In  two  instances  I  have  applied  the  acid 

previous  to  incising  a  whitlow.  The  opera- 
tion was  almost  painless;  but  as  the  whit- 

low was  in  each  case  of  the  superficial  va- 
riety, the  test  was  not  entirely  conclusive. 

Inhaled  in  the  form  of  spray,  I  have  found 
the  acid  very  useful  in  allaying  irritation  of 
the  bronchial  mucous  membrane;  coughs 
which  have  resisted  all  ordinary  treatment 
have  been  immediately  relieved,  and  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  days  entirely  re- moved. 
.  I  would  suggest  the  use  of  a  strong  solu- 

tion of  carbolic  acid  as  a  revulsive,  in  cases 
in  which  a  continuous  impression  is  de- 

sired. While  causing  but  little  suffering,  it 
produces  an  intense  hyperemia  of  the  skin, 
which  persists  for  eight  or  ten  days,  and  is 
followed  by  desquamation  of  the  cuticle. 

Tic  Douloureux  and  Neuralgia. 
Hertzka,  remarks  the  New  York  Medi- 

cal Journal,  believes  he  is  making  an  im- 
portant contribution  to  the  pathology  and 

treatment  of  nervous  affections,  by  suggest- 
ing the  causes  leading  to  the  differential 

diagnosis  of  the  above-named  affections, 
which,  in  most  treatises  on  pathology,  are 
completely  identified,  and  which,  neverthe- 

less, are  very  different  processes  in  the  fifth 
pair  of  cerebral  nerves.    He  herein  merely reproduces  the  views  of  Professor  Benedikt. 
The  most  important  point  in  neuralgia  is 
the  kind  and  manner  of  the  pain;  the  pain 
increases  slowly,  then  remits  slightly,  later 
on  becomes  more  severe,  again  remits  a  little, 
to  increase  again  and  entirely  cease,  or  to continue  in   a  milder  degree.    It  further 
attacks  entire  nerves,  and  is  rapidly  and 
surely  healed.    In  tic  douloureux  (Fother- 
gill's  facial  pain),  on  the  other  hand,  the pain  is  lancinating,  increases  rapidly,  and 
sinks  again  rapidly  ;  some  single  points  only 
are  attacked  (Valleix's  points  douloureux) especially  at  the  points  of  exit  of  the  nerves 
out  of  the  bones,  and  it  is  more  rarely,  and only  gradually,  cured.    Both  diseases  are  to 
be  treated  by  the  galvanic  current,  although 
in  different  ways.    In  tic  the  action  is  di- 

rected upon  the  trigeminus  and  the  single 
painful  points;  in  neuralgia,  upon  the  vaso- 

motor nerve  centres,  and  the  svmpathetic 
ganglia  in  the  neck,  in  order  to  produce  a 
contraction  of  the  vessels  through  the  vas- 

cular nerves  ;  and  further,  the  current  is 
passed  as  well  along  the  head,  cervical  ver- 

tebrae, and  forehead,  as  through  the  head  at 
the  cheek-bones. 

Conservative  Surgery  in  Minor  'Operations. 
Dr.  A.  P.  Gbinnell  says,  in  the  New 

York  Medical  Journal:  —  John  Hunter 
believed  that  the  surgeon  who  practiced  am- 

putation of  any  part  of  the  human  body  ac- 
knowledged his  ignorance  or  want  of  skill, 

for  he  should  have  possessed  the  knowledge 
or  power  (of  saving  the  whole,  not  destroy- 

ing a  part,  It  would,  indeed,  be  gratifying 
to  the  surgeon  who  is  called  to  amputate  at 
the  thigh  for  injury  below  the  knee,  if  he 
possessed  the  ability  of  instituting  a  course 
of  treatment  which  would  result  in  perfect 
restoration  of  the  whole  limb.  Conservative 
surgery  lias  accomplished  much  in  checking 
the  wholesale  destruction  of  diseased  or  in- 

jured parts,  and  taught  the  surgeon  to  wait, 
withhold  the  knife,  and  observe  the  power 
of  Nature  to  effect  a  cure.  Formerly,  the universal  treatment  for  inflammation  of  a 
joint  was  amputation  above  the  affected 
part  ;  now  we  know  a  limb  is  seldom,  if 
ever,  lost,  even  if  the  knee  or  ankle-joint 
has  suffered  severe  injury.  In  proof  of  Na- 

ture's capability  in  effecting  restoration  of injured,  even  mutilated  joints,  I  would  cite 
two  cases  which  have  recently  come  under 
my  observation. 

Case  I. — A  lad,  aged  fourteen,  of  a  vigor- ous, healthy  constitution,  received  a  severe 
wound  on  the  right  hand  by  a  circular  saw. 
Upon  examination  of  the  injury  I  found 
that  the  saw  had  entirely  severed  the  third 
finger,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  cuticle 
which  held  the  end  suspended  between  the 
first  and  second  articulation,  had  disarticu- 

lated the  first  and  second  phalanges  at  the 
second  joint,  and,  besides,  injured  the  soft 
parts  in  different  portions  of  the  hand.  My first  thought  was  to  finish  the  amputation 
of  all  dependent  portions,  but,  upon  reflec- 

tion, I  determined  to  afford  Nature  an  op- 
portunity of  showing  her  skUl  in  establish- 

ing a  union  of  these  lacerated  tissues.  The 
subsequent  treatment  involved  much  care 
and  attention,  but  the  result  was  sufficiently 
gratifying  to  reward  the  effort  of  preserving the  whole  hand.  We  have  been  taught  that 
m  all  injuries  of  this  character,  where  union 
has  taken  place,  sensation  was  lost,  and  the power  of  motion  considerably  impaired  ; 
but  in  the  above  case  bone  united  firmly with  bone,  tendon  with  tendon,  nerve  with nerve,  and  the  circulation  of  blood  was 
fully  restored.    Sensation  is  perfect  beyond 
the  point  of  injury;  and,  to  have  secured this  result,  nerve  must  have  united  with 
nerve,  for  the  amputation  of  all  sensitive 
portions  was  complete.    The  power  of  mo- 

tion is  also  preserved,  although  not  perfect 
in  one  finger,  owing  to  anchylosis  of  a 

joint. Case  II. — This  case  resembles  the  former 
in  all  particulars,  except  that  the  instru- 

ment inflicting  the  injury  was  a  scythe  in- 
stead of  a  saw,  and  the  seat  of  injury  being 

the  metacarpophalangeal  articulation  of  the 
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thumb.  All  the  flexor  muscles  of  the 
thumb  were  severed,  and  the  joint  fully 
opened,  allowing  the  disarticulated  thumb 
to  rest  upon  the  wrist.  The  treatment  con- 

sisted in  bringing  the  thumb  to  its  proper 
place,  securing  the  cut  edges  by  sutures,  and 
protecting  the  whole  from  air  by  the  appli- 

cation of  isinglass-plaster.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  six  days,  on  removing  the  dressings, 

I  found  the  wound  entirely  healed,  no  in- 
flammation having  followed  the  injury, 

sensation  and  motion  perfectly  restored, 
and  mobility  of  joint  unimpaired.  From 
the  result  in  these  cases,  and  others  simi- 

larly treated,  I  am  disposed  to  think  we  are 
justified  in  making  the  attempt,  at  least,  to 
save  every  and  all  portions  of  the  hand, 
however  much  it  may  have  undergone  mu- 

tilation. There  has  been  no  artificial  device 
or  apparatus,  nor  can  there  be  one  discov- 

ered, which  could  be  substituted  for  any 
part  of  the  human  hand;  and  the  surgeon 
confers  a  lasting  benefit  upon  his  patient  by 
remembering  this  fact,  and  with  patience, 
judicious  treatment,  and  attention,  the  re- 

sult will  be  a  reward  beyond  his  expecta- tion. 

Reviews  and  Book  Notices. 

NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 Dr.  Francis  H.  Brown  (97  Waltham 
street,  Boston)  proposes  to  issue  a  "  Register 
and  Directory"  for  the  cities  of  Boston, 
Cambridge,  Charlestown,  and  Chelsea,  for 
the  especial  use  of  the  Medical  and  allied 
professions.  It  is  intended  that  this  work 
shall  contain  such  information  concerning 
Societies  and  Associations,  Hospitals  and 
Dispensaries,  Charitable  Asylums,  Institu- 

tions, and  Societies,  Laws  and  Ordinances 
relating  to  professional  men,  the  addresses 
and  office  hours  of  Physicians,  Dentists, 
Pharmacists,  etc.,  as  is  daily  needed  by 
every  active  member  of  either  of  the  pro- 

fessions named.    Price  $1.50. 

 Dr.  Elam's  new  book,  shortly  to  be 
published  by  the  Osgoods,  is  entitled  *•  Clini- 

cal Studies  of  the  Brain,"  and  is  principally 
devoted  to  setting  forth  the  symptoms  and 
causes  of  what  the  author  terms  "  Cerebria," but  also  discusses  other  inflammations  of 
the  brain. 

 Lindsay  &  Blakiston  have  recently 
issued  a  new  and  neat  catalogue  of  their 
publications,  apropos  of  the  Medical  Con- 

vention in  session  here  lately.  They  have 
in  preparation  a  reprint  of  the  sixth  edition 
of  Aitkins'  "Science  and  Practice  of  Me- 

dicine," a  work  which  has  met  with  great 
success  both  in  this  country  and  in  Eng- 

land. It  is  edited,  with  numerous  addi- 
tions, by  Meredith  Clymer,  M.  D.,,  o-f New  York. 

 We  have  received  :  — 
"Amnesic  and  Ataxic  Aphasia  with 

Agraphia  and  Temporary  Right  Hemiple- 
gia, the  Result  of  Embolism  of  the  Left 

Middle  Cerebral  Artery,  by  T.  M.  B.  Cross, 
M.  D.,  etc.;"  reprinted  from  the  American Practitioner  for  April. 

"Fifty-fifth  Annual  Report  on  the  State 
of  the  Asylum  for  the  Relief  of  Persons 
Deprived  of  the  Use  of  their  Reason." 

BOOK  NOTICES. 

Mortality  of  the  United  States  (by  States  and 
Territories),  with  Distinction  of  Sex  and 
Percentage  of  Deaths  to  Population  at 
the  Censuses  of  1870,  1860,  and  1850. 
Washington,  1872.  Government  Printing 
Office,   1  vol.  4to,  pp.  423. 
The  discussion  of  the  returns  of  the  last 

Census  are  now  going  rapidly  forward. 
The  present  tables  are  part  of  the  volume 
ou  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  United  States. 
Their  value  is  derived  from  the  fact  that 
they  distribute  nearly  half  a  million  deaths 
according  to  disease,  age,  sex,  nativity,  race, 
color,  and  occupation,  and  month  of  death. 
The  bearings  of  this  subject  will  be  fully 
discussed  in  the  final  publication. 
These  tables  will  be  preceded  in  the  full 

volume  by  remarks,  and  by  comparative 
and  percentage  tables,  and  will  be  followed 
by  the  statistics  (already  in  type)  of  the 
afflicted  classes  (the  Blind,  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  the  Insane,  and  the  Idiotic),  by 
the  Birth-tables  and  the  tables  of  Age 
and  Sex  for  the  living  population. 
We  may  confidently  anticipate  results 

of  great  value  to  State  medicine  by  such 
statistical  labors. 

Report  to  the  Surgeon  General  of  the  United 
States  Army  on  the  Minute  Anatomy  of 
Two  Cases  of  Cancer.  By  Assistant  Sur- 

geon J.  J.  Woodward,  U.  S.  Army. 
Washington,  D.  C.t  1872.  Pp.  10.  Two 
Photographs. 

The  very  careful  examination  to  which 
these  cases  were  submitted  by  Dr.  Wood- 

ward was  undertaken  largely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  studying  the  genesis  and  nature  of 

the  nucleated  or  cell-cylinders  so  character- 
istic of  these  malignant  growths.  His  re- 
sults are  not  determinate,  and  he  expresses 

himself  as  unwilling  to  commit  himself 
warmly  to  the  advocacy  of  any  detailed 
views  as  to  their  origin..  He  considers  it 
almost  a  certainty,  however,  that  they  are 
conditioned  in  their  form  and  direction 
by  the  pre-existing  lymphatic  passages. 

Such  conscientious  investigations  and  im- 
portant conclusions  reflect  the  highest  credit 

011  their  author,  and  vouch  lor  the  high 
state  of  efficiency  of  the  department  in  the 
scientific  bureau  over  which  he  presides. 
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PATENTED  MEDICAL  COMPOUNDS. 

From  the  weekly  Patent  Office  reports 
which  we  have  recently  published  at  the 
request  of  some  friends  in  this  journal,  it 

appears  that  about  five  or  six  medieal  com- 
pounds or  surgical  instruments  are  patented 

every  week  in  the  United  States, 
It  is  well  known  that  in  all  cases  the 

recipe  of  the  compound,  with  a  description 
of  its  purpose,  and  a  sample,  must  be 

deposited  in  the  Patent  Office  on  applica- 
tion. This  gives  the  public  an  opportunity 

to  learn  what  patent  medicines  are  ;  and  we 
believe  it  will  be  of  service  to  the  profession 
to  quote  several  formulae  which  have  been 
patented,  to  show  the  kind  of  preparations 
these  amateur  healers  mostly  fancy.  We 
are  enabled  to  do  this  chiefly  by  some  recent 
searches  in  the  records  published  in  the 

Druggists'  Circular. 
Patents  began  to  be  issued  in  this  country 

in  1790,  and  the  first  pills  were  patented  in 

1796.  They  were  "  anti-bilious,"  of  course. 
But  confining  ourselves  to  preparations 
patented  within  the  last  ten  years,  the 
protection  for  which  has  not  yet  expired, 
let  us  see  what  they  are  like. 
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Here  is  one  for  a  liniment,  patented  by 

Edward  Conway,  Dayton,  Ohio,  March 

17,  1863:— Tinct.  camph, 
Ammonia, 
Tinct.  opii, 
Tinct.  orris  root,  aa  1  part ; 
Tinct.  white  oak  bark, 
Tinct.  cedar  bark, 
Fourth-proof  brandy, 
35°  above  proof  whisky,  aa  J  part. 

Mix  and  distill ! ! 

The  following  is  a  11  rheumatic  liniment" 
claimed  by  Louisa  E.  Anderson,  St. 

Louis,  Nov.  17,  1863  :— 1  dozen  eggs, 

1  dozen  garden  peppers, 

1  pint  mustard-seed, 
1  roll  brimstone, 

£ij  camphor. Enclose  in  a  suitable  vessel,  and  roast 
before  a  slow   fire  until  dissolved ;  add, 

while  cooling- 
Oil  turpentine,  i  pint. 
Laudanum,  gij. 

The  following  is  supposed  to  be  a  sove- 
reign remedy  for  the  piles ;  it  was  patented 

by  Will.  Carr,  Maine,  May  12,  1863  :— 
Decoct,  of  fir  bark, 

add  5  tablespoonfuls  of  powd.  hard  wood charcoal, 

2  teaspoonfuls  powd.  resin, 
1  grated  nutmeg, 

Mix.    Drink.    (Query:  all  at  once?) 

The  next  is,  we  suppose,  intended  for 

typhoid  fever.  It  is  called  an  "  Improved 
Anti-typhous  Remedy,"  patented  by  J.  P. 
Pertig,  St.  Louis,  Sept.  8,  1863  :— 

.  Julap.  camphor,  Jij. 
Camphor,  gr.  xij. 
Aqua,  3ij. 
Mucilage,  alcolol  and  syr.,  q.  s. 
Muriatic  acid,  ^j. 
Acet.  ether,  jfij.  M. 

Croup  is  to  lose  all  its  terrors  by  the  use  of 
the  following  mixture  patented  by  Caleb 

Sanborn,  Maine,  34,905.   April  8, 1862  :— 
Tincture  of  lobelia, "  scutellar, 

Molasses. 

For  the  general  treatment  of  11  looseness 

Editorial. 
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of  the  bowels"  we  are  supplied  with  this 

"Astringent  Medicine,"  by  F.  W.  Ferris, 
Macon,  Miss.,  30,396.    Oct.  16.  1860 

I.  Pulv.  cort.  pruni  virg, 
M      11   popul,  aa  ̂ iss. 

Sacchar.  alb., 
Brandy  or  alcohol,         aa  ̂   viij. 
Water,  q.  s.  M. 

No  better  argument  for  the  view  that  all 
secret  nostrums  should  be  by  law  patented 
can  be  advanced  than  the  perusal  of  these 
formulae.  These  are  the  vile  preparations 
which  are  put  up  in  boxes  and  bottles  with 

gaudy  wrappers  and  vended  over  the  coun- 
ters of  country  stores  and  second-rate  drug 

shops.  The  ignorance  they  display,  the 
utter  want  of  either  medical  or  pharmaceu- 

tical skill,  would  soon  become  apparent  to 
the  intelligent  press  of  the  land,  and  their 
worthlessness  quickly  be  recognized. 

e  Some  of  the  instruments  for  medical  pur- 
poses which  have  been  patented  are  also 

curious.  Several  have  been  patented  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  conception  (!)  the 
first  as  far  back  as  1846,  by  J.  B.  Beers* 

But  one  of  the  most  singular  is  "a  Trap  for 
the  Tapeworm,"  letters  on  which  were  actu- 

ally granted,  Nov.  14,  1854,  to  Dr.  Alpheus 
Myers,  of  Logansport,  Indiana.  It  is  thus 
described : — 

Trap  of  gold,  one  inch  long  by  \  inch 
diameter,  a  hollow  tube  in  three  pieces,  hav- 

ing holes  and  other  contrivances.  After  the 
patient  has  fasted  from  two  to  six  days,  the 
trap  baited  for  the  worm  is  swallowed,  the 
end  of  a  cord  attached  being  returned  from 
the  mouth.  The  worm,  in  reaching  the 
bait  through  a  hole,  is  to  get  his  head  caught 
by  teeth,  when  trap  and  worm  are  with- 

drawn together. 
If  the  worm  is  not  caught  in  twelve  hours, 

the  trap  is  brought  up  and  baited  anew. 

There  are  hair  restoratives  and  cosmetics 

innumerable.  Here  is  one  of  the  former; 
letters  issued  to  James  Loucks,  January  5, 
1864  :— 

Olive  oil, 
Tinct.  lobel.  inflat., 

44     cypriped  pubesc, 
44     agrimon.  eupat. 

On  what  principle  patents  are  granted  for 
such  compounds  we  are  unaware,  certainly 
not  on  that  of  an  investigation  of  their 

merits.  While  so  many  are  applied  for  suc- 
cessfully, however,  it  is  well  to  let  the  pro- 

fession know  what  their  general  character 
is.  So  far  from  restricting  such  patents,  our 

true  interests  are  to  insist  on  all  secret  pre- 
parations being  patented,  and  then  go  to 

work  to  show  their  worthlessness. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Letters  About  Cundurango. 

Prof.  E.  Andrews  publishes  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  Examiner  some  letters  from  South 
American  surgeons  on  cundurango,  and  its 
medicinal  qualities. 

To  sum  up  the  result,  it  appears  that  the 
profession  in  Ecuador  have  confidence  in 
cundurango,  more  especially  in  syphilis; 
but  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  fluid  ex- 

tracts retailed  to  us  are  properly  made  from 
the  genuine  drug.  One  of  the  letters  is  from 
Dr.  Augustin  Ruiz,  of  Loja.  This  town, 
Loja,  is  the  capital  of  a  province  of  the  same 
name  in  the  heart  of  the  Andes,  and  is  in 
the  region  where  the  cundurango  grows, 
and  where  its  qualities  were  first  experi- 

mented on.  Dr.  Ruiz  offers  to  sell  the  arti- 
cle, delivered  in  New  York,  at  two  dollars  a 

pound,  when  Bliss  &  Keene  were  doling  it 
out  at  forty  dollars  a  pound.  It  is  also  no- 

ticed that  the  old  Indian  in  Loja  who  first 
took  it,  and  is  reported  by  Dr.  Bliss  to  have 
been  thereby  cured  of  cancer,  is  stated  by 
Dr.  Ruiz  to  have  had  nothing  but  tertiary 
syphilis ;  and,  further,  that  he  is  not  aware 
that  cundurango  possesses  any  power  to 
cure  cancer.  He  is,  however,  like  the  other 
medical  gentleman  of  Ecuador,  strongly 
impressed  with  its  anti-syphilitic  power. 

How  to  make  Koumiss. 
Dr.  Townsend  (Cork)  says  that  koumiss 

was  used  by  his  father  many  years  since  in 
the  treatment  of  phthisis.  The  following  is 
the  manner  in  which  he  prepared  it,  and  it 

answered  well : — 
Take  one  quart  of  new  milk,  one  noggin 

of  good  thick  milk  or  fresh  buttermilk,  and 
three  or  four  lumps  of  white  sugar.  Mix  all 
together  from  jug  to  jug  till  the  sugar  is 
quite  dissolved.   Put  it  in  a  warm  place  to 
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stand  for  ten  hours.  It  will  then  be  quite 
thick.  Pour  it  again  from  jug  to  jug  till  it  is 
smooth.  Bottle  it  iu  soda-water  bottles  ;  let 
it  remain  in  a  warm  place  for  thirty-six 
hours  (twenty-four  in  summer).  Use  the 
best  velvet  corks ;  tie  them  down ;  shake 
the  bottle  well  for  five  or  six  minutes  before 

it  is  opened.  It  will  have  whey  at  the  bot- 
tom when  fit  for  use.  It  is  to  be  made  every 

day,  and  taken  in  quantities.  Its  fermenta- 
tion is  the  test  of  its  excellence. 

Medical  Greek. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Athenceum  hu- 
morously criticises  the  medical  Greek  which 

it  is  now  the  fashion  to  introduce  into  the 
nomenclature  of  disease.  He  instances  the 
word  dipsomania,  the  addition  of  which,  as 
he  remarks,  was  about  the  only  one  point  on 
which  the  doctors  did  not  disagree  during 
the  recent  controversy  on  the  use  and  abuse 
of  alcohol.  Dipsomania,  if  it  means  any- 

thing at  all,  means  "a  mania  for  being 
thirsty,"  and  not  what  the  doctors  under- 

stand by  it,  but  just  the  reverse.  The  critic 
suggests  that potomania  would  suit  the  pur- 

pose better.  Besides  being  decent  Greek, 
and  meaning  what  it  says,  this  word  would 
have  the  advantage  of  a  peculiar  signifi- 

cance for  the  purely  British  ear.  There  is 
another  barbarous  word  now  in  vogue,  for 
which  we  are  probably  indebted  to  "  the 
faculty,"  namely,  cleptomania.  According 
to  all  analogy  (clepsydra,  etc.)  this  ought  to 
be  clepsimania.  There  exists  a  Greek  word, 

xXneipiroelv,  "to  drink  unfairly,"^,  e.,  "to 
take  backhanders" — a  form  of  u  dipsoma- 

nia" which  the  doctors  have  not  yet  dis- 
cussed. 

Saved  from  the  Fire. 

So  loog  as  fatal  accidents  from  the  ignition 
of  ball  and  ballet  dresses  and  the  like  continue 
tooccur,  we  think  a  duty  to  recall  from  time  to 
time  the  available  means  for  preventing  the 
dreadful  accidents  and  loss  of  life,  of  which 
a  long  and  ever  increasing  series  is  recorded, 
occasioned  by  the  ignition  of  the  inflamma- 

ble fabrics  used  as  ladies'  wearing  apparel. 
In  a  recent  number  of  the  Annalen  der 
Chimie,  A.  Patera  reviews  the  various  sub- 

stances which  have  been  proposed  to  be 
added  to  the  starch  or  dressing  used  in  mak- 

ing up  the  readily  inflammable  fabrics  so  as 
to  prevent,  if  not  altogether  the  combustion 
of  the  same  when  taking  fire,  the  fabrics 

bursting  into  flame.  While  highly  approv- 
ing the  use  of  tungstate  of  soda,  the  author 

yet  thinks  that  there  may  be  substituted  for 
it  a  cheaper  material,  viz.,  a  mixture  of  four 
parts  of  borax  and  three  parts  of  sulphate  of 
magnesia.  These  salts  are  mixed  together 

just  before  being  required  (otherwise insolu- 
ble borate  of  magnesia  is  formed  too  early), 

and  then  dissolved  in  from  twenty  to  thirty 
parts  of  warm  water,  in  which  the  fabrics 
are  to  be  immersed,  next  wrung  out,  and 
then  dried.  A  mixture  of  sulphate  of  ammo- 

nia and  gypsum  may  be  used  for  coarse 
fabrics. 

Medical  Education  of  Women. 

Sir  Stirling  Maxwell  recently  remarked 
that  "he  was  in  favor  of  teaching  women 
all  that  they  desired  to  learn,  and  of  open- 

ing to  them  the  doors  of  the  highest  oral  in- 
struction as  wide  as  the  doors  of  book- 

learning.  As  to  medical  education,  he  said 
that  so  long  as  women  would  minister  to 
their  sick  children  and  husbands,  be  must 
hear  some  argument  more  convincing  than 
he  had  yet  heard  why  they  were  to  be  de- 

barred from  learning  the  scientific  grounds 
of  the  art  of  which  they  were  often  the  em- 

pirical practitioners,  or  the  docile  and  intel- 

ligent instruments." 

Influence  of  Quinine  on  the  Self-oxidation  of 
the  Blood. 

Schultze  (Centralblatt  fur  die  Med.  Wis- 
sensch.,  No.  46,  1871)  has  investigated  the  in- 

fluence of  quinine  on  the  postmortem  forma- 
tion of  acid  in  the  blood  described  by  Zurtz. 

He  finds  that  the  slow  acidification  of  defi- 
brinated  blood,  as  well  as  the  marked  forma- 

tion of  acidity  which  precedes  coagulation, 
is  hindered  by  quinine.  This  would  seem 
to  point  to  the  fact  that  quinine  acts  directly 
on  tissue-metamorphosis  quite  apart  from 
any  influence  of  the  nervous  system. 

The  Discovery  of  Citric  Acid. 

-Harper's  Magazine  tells  this  pathetic 

story : — There  is  still  standing,  close  by  Temple 
Bar,  in  London,  an  old  chemist's  shop.  The 
proprietor  of  it  in  days  gone  by  enjoyed  the 
monopoly  of  making  citric  acid.  More  fa- 

vorably circumstanced  than  other  secret 
manufacturers,  his  was  a  process  that  re- 

quired no  assistance.  He  employed  no 
workmen.  Experts  came  to  sample  and 
assort  and  bottle  his  products.  They  never 
entered  the  laboratory.  The  mystic  opera- 

tions by  which  he  grew  rich  were  confined 
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to  himself.  One  day,  having  locked  the 
doors  and  blinded  the  windows,  sure  as 
usual  of  the  safety  of  his  s  cret,  our  chemist 
went  home  to  dinner.  A  chimney  sweep, 
or  a  boy  disguised  as  such,  wide  awake  in 
chemistry,  was  on  the  watch.  Following 
the  secret-keeper  so  far  on  his  way  toward 
Charing  Cross  as  to  be  sure  he  would  not 
return  that  day,  the  sooty  philosopher  hied 
rapidly  back  to  Temple  Bar,  ascended  the 
low  building,  dropped  down  the  flue,  saw 
all  he  wanted,  and  returned,  carrying  with 
him  the  mystery  of  making  citric  acid.  The 
monopoly  of  the  inventor  was  gone.  A  few 
months  after  the  price  of  the  article  was 
reduced  four-fifths.  The  poor  man  was 
heart-broken,  and  died  shortly  afterward, 
ignorant  of  the  trick  by  which  he  had  been 
victimized.  Like  Miss  Tabitha  Bramble, 
when  informed  that  the  thunder  had  spoiled 
two  barrels  of  beer  in  her  cellar,  he  might 
have  said,  "  How  the  thunder  should  get 
there,  when  the  cellar  was  double-locked,  I 
can't  comprehend." 

The  Importance  of  Clean  Bottles. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Bailey,  L.  R.  C.  P.,  reports  a 

singular  case  of  poisoning  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal.  A  child  a  fortnight  old 
was  ordered  dill-water.  This,  when  ob- 

tained, was  put  into  a  bottle  which  had 
previously  contained  nepenthe.  A  label  was 
on  the  bottle  with  that  name.  The  bottle 
was  empty,  whatever  nepenthe  there  had 
been  in  it  having  dried  up,  and  left  a  deposit 
of  opium  on  the  sides  and  bottom.  The  dill- 
water  dissolved  the  opium;  and,  upon 
analysis  by  Dr.  Campbell  Brown,  was  found 
to  contain  morphia  and  meconic  acid,  in 
a  proportion  equal  to  about  2  per  cent,  of 
opium,  a  teaspoonful  being  equal  to  about 
twenty-four  drops  of  laudanum.  A  tea- 
spoonful  was  given  to  the  infant  about  11 
P.  M.  ;  he  died  about  4  P.  M.  the  next  day. 
He  fell  asleep  immediately  upon  the  dose 
being  given.  His  breathing  was  noticed  to 
change  about  one  hour  afterwards.  Con- 

vulsions and  narcotism  came  on. 

Women's  Claims. 
The  Boston  Transcript  says  := 
Miss  Kate  Field  is  right  in  thinking  that 

women,  as  well  as  men,  should  be  heard  at 
public  dinners.  If  anything  can  give  an 
added  grace  to  occasions  of  the  kind,  it  is 
the  presence  and  the  voice  of  women.  And 
the  occasion  of  all  others  on  which  to  make 
the  innovation  is  the  one  she  chose — of  a 
festival  of  the  London  Hospital  for  the  treat- ment of  the  throat. 

Change  of  Printing. 

The  change  of  our  printing  to  a  new  esta- 
blishment has  caused  considerable  irregu- 

larity and  delay  the  past  two  or  three  weeks. 
The  result  of  the  change,  however,  we  con- 

fidently expect  will  be  greater  regularity  of 
issue,  and  especially  less  to  complain  of  on 
the  score  of  typographical  errors. 

To  Destroy  Garden  Pests. 
A  Mr.  Higgins,  of  Montreal,  Canada,  re- 

commends for  this  purpose  the  following 
method  and  means  : — Mix  or  infuse  in  three 
gallons  of  hot  water  one  pound  of  black  hel- 

lebore, and  add  afterwards  ten  pails  of  cold 
water.  Syringe  or  wash  the  trees  or  bushes 
with  the  infusion,  and  the  destructive  effects 
will  be  immediate  and  complete. 

Local  Anaesthesia. 
Local  anaesthesia  by  sulphate  of  morphia 

before  surgical  operations  hypodermically 
or  upon  wounds,  gains  much  attention.  Dr. 
Spessa  uses  a  solution  of  about  one  grain  to 
the  drachm  of  water. 

Correspondence. 

DOMESTIC. 

Ice  Treatment  in  Inflammation  of  the  Tongue, 
Mouth  and  Throat. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter: 
I  was  called  to  see  Clara  W.  on  the  even- 

ing of  May  18th.  Found  her  suffering 
greatly  from  a  sudden  attack  of  inflamma- 

tion involving  the  tongue,  mouth  and  throat. 
She  was  not  able  to  swallow  anything ;  not 
even  cold  water.  The  tongue  swollen  so  as 
nearly  to  fill  the  mouth.  She  was  not  able 
to  talk  so  as  to  be  understood  ;  jaws  stiff  and 
swollen;  scarcely  able  to  open  her  mouth 
sufficient  to  admit  a  very  small  piece  of  ice. 
Rapid  pulse;  high  fever;  pain  in  her  back, 
limbs  and  head.  This  condition  of  the  pa- 

tient came  on  rapidly  during  th  j  day.  She 
had  felt  very  little  soreness  in  the  morning. 

Being  favorably  impressed  with  your  fre- 
quent contributor,  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  and 

his  ice  treatment  in  scarlet  fever,  measles, 
diphtheria,  etc.,  and  having  treated  a  case 
prior  to  this  of  rapidly  swollen  tongue  and 
mouth  with  ice,  my  first  thought  on  seeing 
the  patient  was  ice;  I  had  a  lump  broken  in 
small  pieces,  and  commenced  putting  them 
in  her  mouth  piece  after  piece  as  fast  as 
practicable;  I  also  applied  a  towel  wrung 
out  of  ice-water  around  her  neck. 

The  condition  of  the  patient  soon  changed ; 
the  skin  became  cool,  pain  and  dryness  in 
the  throat  subsided.  In  the  course  of  two 
hours  she  could  talk  so  as  to  be  understood, 
and  stated  that  she  felt  much  better. 
May  19th,  morning.  Found  the  patient 

much  better;  throat  but  little  sore ;  could 
swallow  with  but  little  pain.  Throat  a  little 
sensitive  on  pressure  ;  jaws  more  relaxed, 
but  the  tongue  still  very  thick.    On  examin- 
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ing  it  I  found  no  inflammation,  but  a  soft 
sponginess  of  the  texture.  It  could  be 
pressed  with  the  handle  of  a  spoon  to  nearly 
its  normal  size.  I  prescribed  an  astringent 
wash  for  the  tongue,  and  continued  the  ice. 
May  20th,  morning.  Patient  convalescent, 

without  any  mark  of  the  disease  except  a 
slight  sponginess  of  the  tongue. 

I  attribute  the  rapid  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient to  the  ice  treatment,  believing  that  any 

other  remedy  would  have  failed,  and  that 
in  absence  of  the  ice  the  patient  would  soon 
have  been  in  a  precarious  condition  on  ac- 

count of  the  rapid  swelling  ultimately  clos- 
ing the  throat.  What  remedy  could  have 

been  used  with  success  in  absence  of  the  ice  ? 
She  could  not  swallow  medicine  of  any 
kind,  not  even  use  them  as  a  gargle.  What 
other  remedy  could  have  been  used  to  stop 
the  rapid  and  dangerous  swelling  ?  Would 
blood-letting  have  availed,  either  local  or 
general?        A.  S.  Harshbebger,  M.  D. 

Milroy,  Pa. 

Shall  we  Attend  the  Families  of  Clergymen 
Gratuitously  ? 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  : 
In  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter 

for  May  18,  1872,  is  a  communication  from 
Dr.  Hurd,  of  Massachusetts,  touching  the 
gratuitous  attendance  of  clergymen  and 
their  families  by  medical  men.  The  ques- 

tion is  a  delicate  one,  and  which  it  is  per- 
haps better  to  leave  to  individual  discretion 

and  feeling  than  to  attempt  to  lay  down  any 
rule  for  the  guidance  of  physicians.  If, 
however,  you  will  allow  me  through  your 
widely  circulated  and  justly  popular  journal 
respectfully  to  answer  the  doctor  in  a  few 
words,  I  will  endeavor  to  do  so. 

Dr.  Percivad,  who  is  admitted  as  high 
authority,  and  whose  treatise  on  Medical 
Ethics  has  been  the  standard  work  on  the 
subject  for  three  quarters  of  a  century,  both 
in  England  and  in  this  country,  says: — 
"  Clergymen,  who  experience  the  res  angusta 
domi,  should  be  visited  gratuitously  by  the 
faculty.  And  this  exemption  should  be  an 
acknowledged  general  rule,  that  the  feeling 
of  individual  obligation  may  be  rendered 
less  oppressive.  But  such  of  the  clergy  as 
are  qualified,  either  from  their  stipends  or 
fortunes,  to  make  a  reasonable  remuneration 
for  medical  attendance,  are  not  more  privi- 

leged than  any  other  order  of  patients. 
Military  or  naval  subaltern  officers  in  nar- 

row circumstances  are  also  proper  objects  of 

professional  liberality." 
The  following  paragraph  from  the  Code  of 

Ethics  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Phila- 
delphia is  so  admirable  and  apposite  that  I 

cannot  refrain  from  giving  it  a  place  here. 
It  reads  thus:  "There  is  no  profession  by 
the  members  of  which  eleemosynary  services 
are  more  liberally  dispensed  than  the  medi- 

cal, but  justice  requires  that  some  limits 
should  be  placed  to  the  performance  of  such 
good  offices.  Poverty,  professional  brother- 

hood and  certain  public  duties,  should  always 
be  recognized  as  presenting  valid  claims  for 
gratuitous  services ;  but  neither  institutions 
endowed  by  the  public,  or  by  rich  indi- 

viduals, societies  for  mutual  benefit,  for  the 
insurance  of  lives,  or  for  analogous  purposes, 
nor  any  profession  nor  occupation,  can  be 
admitted  to  possess  such  privilege.  Nor  can 
it  be  justly  expected  of  physicians  to  furnish 
certificates  of  inability  to  serve  on  juries,  to 
perform  militia  duty,  or  to  testify  to  the 
state  of  health  of  persons  wishing  to  insure 
their  lives,  obtain  pensions,  or  the  like, 
without  a  pecuniary  acknowledgment.  But 
to  individuals  in  indigent  circumstances 
such  professional  services  should  always  be 

cheerfully  and  freely  accorded." 
The  foregoing  extracts  comprise,  I  think, 

all  that  need  be  said  on  this  topic,  and,  in- 
deed, so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  ma- 

jority of  clergymen  do  not  claim,  on  account 
of  their  profession,  gratuitous  medical  advice. 
Many,  in  fact,  object  to  employing  a  physi- 

cian without  making  him  some  compensa- 
tion proportioned  to  their  ability,  and  often 

much  smaller  than  their  gratitude  would 
dictate. 

It  is  painful  to  admit  another  proposition 

in  Dr.  H's.  note,  but  I  fear  that  it  cannot  be 
wholly  denied.  I  refer  to  the  idea  that  to  be 

the  physician  of  the  pastor's  family  is  a  pass- 
port to  the  patronage  of  the  congregation, 

and  that  the  pastor  is  expected  to  use  his  in- 
fluence in  return  for  cheap  doctoring.  Such 

motives  are  very  contemptible,  and  un- 
worthy of  a  high-minded  and  dignified 

physician,  who  should  trust  (how  fallacious 
is  often  his  trust)  to  his  own  talents  and 
medical  knowledge  for  success  in  his  career, 
which  should  be  based  on  the  solid  founda- 

tion of  information  and  profound  acquaint- 
ance with  the  principles  of  his  profession, 

and  not  on  the  ephemeral  support  of  any 
class  or  order  of  society. 

Still  more  degrading,  and  I  blush  to  be 
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obliged  to  acknowledge  that  it  does  exist,  is 
the  custom  of  some  (I  hope  but  few)  doctors 
of  having  their  praises  sounded,  and  their 
wonderful  cures  trumpeted  far  and  wide  by 
some  ancient  nurse  or  venerable  crone  of 

the  same  stamp.  'Tis  true,  'tis  pity:  and 
pity  'tis,  'tis  true.    O,  reform  it  altogether. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  from  the  closing 

paragraph  of  Dr.  Hurd's  communication, 
in  which  he  recommends  the  presentation 
of  an  account,  receipted  or  not,  as  the  physi- 

cian deems  proper.  Such  a  course,  me- 
thinks,  takes  away  from  the  pleasure  and 
self-gratification  we  feel  in  having  rendered 
a  kind  service  gratuitously  to  a  worthy  and 
deserving  person,  and  makes  him  feel  un- 

comfortable under  the  weight  of  an  obliga- 
tion which  he  has  not  the  ability,  though  he 

may  have  the  entire  good  will,  to  discharge. 
Portia's  definition  of  mercy  is  equally  ap- 

plicable to  charity ; — 
"  The  quality  of  charity  is  not  strained  ; 
It  droppeth  as  the  gentle  dew  from  heaven 
Upon  the  place  beneath  ;  it  is  twice  blessed  ; 
It  blesseth  him  that  gives,  and  him  that 
takes."  T.  S.  B. 

Germantown,  Philada.,  June  3,  1872. 

The  Wells  Testimonial  and  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  :— 
I  have  just  read,  by  mere  accident,  and 

with  a  good  deal  of  surprise,  a  note  in  your 
journal  of  May  25th,  by  a  disappointed 
mover  of  a  resolution  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in 
which  he  publishes  a  fancied  grievance  at 
the  general  expense  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements;  and  I  am  induced  to  answer 
it  only  by  the  peculiarly  indirect  manner  of 
the  attack,  and  by  the  inaccurate  impression 
which  it  is  likely  to  convey  through  its 
author's  own  mistake. 

He  charges  that  "such"  of  the  Committee 
"  as  '  cordially  approved'  this  action  forgot, 
for  the  moment,  not  only  courtesy  but  jus- 

tice." The  "action"  alluded  to  was  a  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table  a  resolution  "  re- 

affirming the  resolution  of  1870  by  this  Asso- 
ciation, recognizing  Horace  Wells  as  the 

discoverer  of  the  practical  application  of 
anaesthesia  to  surgical  purposes,"  and  pro- 

posing further  to  "hereby  acknowledge  the 
good  will  and  sense  of  justice  evinced  by  Sir 
James  R.  Simpson  and  others,  in  England, 
towards  an  American  discovery,  which  led 

to  the  originating  in  England  of  the  'Horace 

Wells  Testimonial  Fund ;'  and  we  cordially 
recommend  a  movement  in  this  country  hav- 

ing the  same  object  in  view."  In  regard  to  this 
matter  I  have  no  desire  to  discuss  this  exceed- 

ingly mixed  up  and  probably  defunct  reso- 
lution, or  to  engage  in  the  old  dispute,  which, 

if  entertained  at  all,  it  would  have  been  sure 
to  open  up  at  a  most  unreasonable  time  and 
in  a  body  which  could  not  possibly  deter- 

mine it ;  nor  am  I  disposed  to  occupy  your 
space  in  advocating  an  opinion  as  to  the 
right  or  wrong  involved  in  an  affirmative 
vote  on  either  of  the  three  propositions  in- 

volved in  its  adoption.  Neither  would  I 
have  thought  it  worth  while,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  to  protest,  as  a  member  of  the 
Association,  against  all  such  complicated  and 
questionable  resolutions,  whether  personal, 
semi-personal,  orgeneral,  when  offered  at  the 
fourth  meeting  of  the  session.  As  Chair- 

man of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  I 
was  bound  to  consider  it  entirely  out  of  order, 
not  only  as  complicated  and  involving  dis- 

puted points,  but  as  personal  in  character 
and  view,  how  ever  plausible  in  object. 
My  reason  for  this  note,  however,  is  par- 

ticularly to  state  that  no  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  perpetrated  the 

absurdity  of  "cordially  approving"  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table,  which  has  so  an- 

noyed the  mover  of  the  resolution  thus 
deservedly  extinguished.  It  is  not  likely 
that  any  member  of  that  committee,  inter- 

ested and  more  or  less  responsible  as  it  was 
for  the  good  order  and  conduct  of  the  pro- 

ceedings, would  have  cordially  approved  of 
the  discussion  or  adoption  of  the  resolution 
as  presented.  My  own  views  upon  the 
general  question  are  so  decided,  as  well  as 
upon  the  question  of  order,  that  I  would 
have  moved  either  the  postponement  of  the 
resolution  or  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Ethics,  where  it  might  have  received  a 
much  needed  modification,  and  where  it 
properly  belonged,  if  Dr.  Bowditch  had 

not  very  naturally  uttered  his  "protest" 
against  it.  After  this  I  would  have  said 
nothing  if  the  Secretary  had  not  previously 
announced  the  resolution  as  presented  by 
"  Dr.  Hartshorne,"  no  first  name  being 
mentioned;  nothing,  at  least  until  it  had 
become  evident  that  the  resolution  was  to 
be  considered  or  voted  on.  Being  unwilling, 
however,  to  submit  to  the  imputation  of 
favoring  such  a  resolution,  in  any  shape,  at 
such  a  time,  and  especially  as  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  I  im- 
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mediately  followed  Dr.  Bowditch  (before  I 
was  aware  of  his  having  made  any  motion 

beyond  the  "protest)  with  the  words,  "I 
am  entirely  in  accord  with  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts;"  and  did  so  under  a 
sense  of  disagreeable  necessity  that  was  any- 

thing but  cordial.  Of  course,  therefore,  I 
decline  to  accord  with  the  complainant 
and  his  sympathizers  in  the  view  expressed 
as  to  want  of  courtesy  and  justice;  being 
much  more  inclined,  were  it  worth  while,  to 
return  the  compliment,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
background  engineers  may  be  concerned, 
in  the  foisting  of  the  resolution.. 

Nor  can  I  regard  Dr.  Bowditch  as  liable 
to  just  complaint  for  what  he  was  advised 
to  do,  and  did,  in  putting  it  down.  He  was 

really  "in  duty  bound,"  as  an  original  wit- 
ness—not partisan — to  test  the  feeling  of 

the  meeting  in  the  most  prompt  and  decided 
manner.  If  the  resolution  needed  any  ex- 

planation, that  should  (and  would  more 
wisely)  have  been  given  as  an  introduction. 
It  needed  none,  however,  as  it  spoke  only 
too  much  for  itself. 

Any  "movement"  in  favor  of  a  testimo- 
nial fund  alone,  properly  introduced  at  an 

earlier  period  of  the  session,  and  unham- 
pered with  such  an  attempt  to  clinch  and 

use  the  former  "hasty  legislation"  of  a 
much  smaller  meeting,  and  to  employ  the 
Simpson,  etc.,  capital,  might  have  rnet  with 
different  treatment.  Reference,  in  good 
time,  to  the  Committee  on  Ethics  might 
have  saved  it;  and  thus  have  saved  the 

Association,  and  "  such  of  the  committee," 
etc. !  I,  certainly,  would  not  have  opposed 
any  such  movement  thus  unburdened, 
even  at  the  risk  of  appearing  as  its  mover; 
nor  do  I  believe  that  any  one  would  have 
objected  to  it.  Although  the  Association 
may  readily,  and  of  course  appropriately, 
encourage  the  formation  of  such  a  fund, 
there  is  great  doubt  of  its  power  to  settle  the 
question  of  the  "honor  of  the  practical  dis- 

covery" or  of  the  practical  introduction  of 
"anaesthesia,"  still  more  of  the  "discovery 
of  the  practical  application  of  anaesthesia  to 

surgical  purposes."  We  may  all  argue  as 
to  who  was  the  original  observer  in  America 
of  the  anaesthetic  influence  of  nitrous  oxide 
gas  inhalation,  and  the  original  suggester  of 
its  application  to  the  suppression  of  pain  for 
surgical  purposes.  Beyond  this,  in  regard 
to  the  "discovery,"  invention  or  effective 
application  of  the  idea  as  established  in  the 
subsequent  and  original  practical  employ- 

ment of  ether,  chloroform,  nitrous  oxide  gas, 
and  other  anaesthetics,  there  is,  and  must 
continue  to  be,  a  very  decidedly  different 
opinion  among  those  who  know  quite 
as  much  about  the  subject  as  the  projector 
and  mover  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 
meeting  for  1870  and  presented  at  the  meet- 

ing for  1872. 
Nor  are  those  persons  who  are  convinced 

of  the  difference  in  favor  of  the  establisher 
of  a  practice  by  the  discovery  of  its  effective 
application  over  the  mere  suggester  and  un- 

successful attempter  of  it,  likely  to  change 
that  opinion  under  a  hasty  expression  by 
the  Association,  brought  in  under  the  form 
of  a  declaratory  resolution  at  the  close  of  a 
session.  No  one  meeting  of  the  Association, 
as  we  all  know,  or  ought  to  know,  can  dic- 

tate, in  these  matters  of  belief,  to  any  other 
meeting,  or  to  any  of  its  members  as  such  ; 
but  we  cannot  forget  that  neither  meetings 
nor  members  can  escape  the  responsibility 
in  which  what  may  appear  to  be  deliberate 
action,  because  formal,  and  hence  passing 
for  authoritative,  no  matter  how  quietly  and 
briefly  rendered,  may  involve  them  before 
the  public  and  the  profession  generally,  as 
well  as  with  the  average  membership. 

Is  it  likely,  then,  that  any  personal  inter- 
est, whether  "in  memory"  or  not,  on  any 

side,  can  be  advanced  by  an  out-of-court 
attempt  to  scold  about  the  recent  failure  to 
interest  and  involve  the  Association  a  second 
time,  and  to  throw  the  responsibility  for  this 
upon  those  who  merely  did  their  duty,  and 
were  so  sustained  ?  Hobby-riding  and  axe- 
grinding  must  come,  like  all  other  offences. 
That  they  may  not  be  the  death  of  the  Asso- 

ciation let  us  ever  hope  and  pray. 
Respectfully, 

Edward  Hartshorne. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

Examination  into  Quarantine-  Regulations. 
Under  the  provisions  of  a  recent  act  of 

Congress  providing  for  a  thorough  inspec- 
tion of  the  Quarantines  on  the  Atlantic  and 

Gulf  Coast,  Assistant  Surgeon  Harvey  E. 
Brown,  United  States  Army,  has  been  de- 

tailed by  the  War  Department  to  visit  each 
port  liable  to  incursions  of  yellow  fever,  and 
to  confer  with  the  authorities  thereof,  and 
to  ascertain  all  information  possible,  so  as  to 
make  a  detailed  report  to  the  Surgeon-Gene- 

ral before  the  next  meeting,  of  Congress, 
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looking  toward  the  establishment  of  a 
uniform  system  of  quarantine  throughout 
the  United  States,  under  the  direction  of  the 
General  Government. 

— President  Grant  has  appointed  Hon. 
Wm.  Barnes,  of  Albany,  one  of  the  three 
American  delegates  to  the  International  Sta- 

tistical Congress,  which  is  to  assemble  at  St. 
Petersburg  in  August.  His  associates  are 
Edward  Young,  the  able  chief  of  the  Na- 

tional Bureau  of  Statistics,  and  Dr.  E.  M. 
Snow,  of  Providence,  a  scholar  and  statis- 

tician of  fine  reputation,  whose  name  is  very 
familiar  to  our  readers. 

The  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  University  of  Pennsylvania  has  issued 

a  handsome  pamphlet  containing  a  special 
announcement  of  the  organization  and 
courses  of  study  of  the  new  Department  of 
Science  to  be  opened  in  September,  1872,  in 
the  new  University  Buildings  in  West 
Philadelphia.  The  pamphlet  gives  a  hand- 

some steel  plate  engraving  of  the  new  build- 
ings. 

Honors  to  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross. 

This  eminent  surgeon  has  received  the 
high  honor  of  the  degree  of  D.  C.  L.  from 
the  venerable  University  of  Oxford.  We 
believe  that  no  other  Americans  have  re- 

ceived this  degree  except  Bancroft  and  Mot- 
ley. In  selecting  Prof.  Gross  as  another 

recipient  the  University  has  made  a  most 
fitting  choice. 

The  Jefferson  fMedical  College. 
We  are  informed  that  a  large  endowment 

fund  is  being  raised  in  a  most  spirited  man- 
ner for  the  new  College  and  Hospital  Build- 

ings for  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  and 
that  a  large  legislative  appropriation  is  ex- 
pected. 

Patents  Issued. 

List  of  patents,  medical  and  surgical, 
issued  from  the  United  States  Patent  Office 
to  inventors,  furnished  this  paper  by  Cox  & 
Cox,  Solicitors  of  Patents,  Washington, 
D.  C.:— 
Compound  for  Dental  Purposes — Volney 

Smith,  Schenectady,  N.  X. 
Dental  Drill— John  J.  Boss,  Memphis, Tennessee. 

— Dr.  William  H.  Pitcher,  an  eminent 
physician  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  died  May  31, 
from  the  effects  of  poison  introduced  into 
his  system  while  performing  a  post-mortem 
examination  on  a  subject  who  had  died  from 
erysipelas  a  few  days  previous. 

New  Medical  College. 
A  medical  college  has  been  organized  at 

Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  under  the 
title  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 

geons. Dr.  J.  Francis  King  is  President, 
Dr.  Wm.  Walter  Lane,  Dean.  The  an- 

nouncement states : — 
"This  new  medical  enterprise  originated 

from  existing  necessities  for  medical  educa- 
tioil  in  North  Carolina.  This  want,  regarded 
as  an  obstacle  to  professional  improvement 
in  our  State,  the  Faculty  are  determined  to 
supply  to  the  best  of  their  abilities.  To  this 
end  they  have  established  a  college  in  Wil- 

mington, so  justly  noted  for  its  social  attrac- 
tions, enterprisingspirit, commercial  growth, 

prosperity  and  wealth,  its  ease  and  facility  of 
access  by  water  and  land  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  its  resources  for  clinical  instruc- 

tion, as  well  as  its  rapid  increase  in  size  and 
population  over  any  city  in  the  State.  They 
are  in  possession  of  an  appropriate  building, 
just  erected  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  espe- 

cially adapted  to  the  purposes  of  a  medical 
college."  There  will  be  both  a  winter  and 
summer  course,  each  with  clinical  facilities. 

The  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  Medical  Society. 
The  fifth  annual  session  of  the  Fulton 

County  Medical  Association  was  held  in 
Wauseon,  Ohio,  May  31st,  1872. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Dr. 

S.  P.  Bishop,  President.  The  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 

proved. Members  present:  Drs.  Jewell,  Bennett, 
Bishop,  Scott,  Jones,  Roriek  and  Robison. 

Dr.  Bishop,  our  delegate  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  presented  his  report  to 
the  Society,  which  was  interesting  and  in- structive. 

Atter  this  the  following  officers  were  duly 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 

President,  Dr.  D.  W.  Hollister;  Vice 
President,  Dr.  S.  Robison;  Secretary,  Dr. 
Philo  Jones  ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  Bishop. 

After  receiving  the  report  of  quite  a  num- 
ber of  very  interesting  cases  and  discussing 

them  at  some  length,  the  Society  adjourned 
to  meet  on  the  last  Friday  in  June,  1872. 

S.  Robison,  M.  D.,  Se&y. 

Sound  Legislation  about  Quacks. 
Eastern  and  Central  Pennsylvania  will  in 

future  be  a  good  place  for  vagabond  quacks 
to  avoid.  Some  recent  legislation  will,  if 
enforced,  as  we  trust  it  will  be,  prove  un- 

healthy for  them. 
The  following  is  the  law  relative  to  the 

practice  of  medicine  in  this  region,  which 
we  publish  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
may  be  violating  its  provisions: — 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  per- 
son to  commence  the  practice  of  medicine 

or  surgery  in  the  counties  of  Dauphin,  Ches- 
ter, Carbon,  Luzerne,  Mercer,  Erie,  Blair, 

Bradford,  Sullivan,  Crawford,  Beaver,  Mon- 
roe, Washington,  Venango,  Lycoming, 

Huntingdon,  Schuylkill,  Lawrence,  Somer- 
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who  has  not  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
doctor  of  medicine,  and  received  a  diploma 
from  a  chartered  medical  school  or  other  in- 

stitution authorized  to  grant  medical  diplo- 
mas :  Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this 

section  shall  not  apply  to  persons  who  have 
been  ten  years  in  continuous  regular  prac- 

tice in  said  counties,  though  they  may  not 
have  graduated  as  aforesaid,  nor  to  persons 
who  are  reading  medicine  under  the  control 
and  instruction  of  a  physician  or  surgeon 
who  has  the  qualification  to  practice  pre- 

scribed by  this  section,  when  such  persons 
shall  have  the  assent  of  such  preceptor  to 
practice :  Provided,  however,  That  such  stu- 

dent shall  not  locate  any  office  or  business 
station  outside  the  usual  office  of  his  pre- 
ceptor. 

Sec.  3.  Any  person  who  shall  attempt  to 
practice  medicine  or  surgery,  by  opening  a 
transient  office  in  the  aforesaid  counties,  or 
who  shall,  by  handbill  or  other  form  of 
written  or  printed  advertisement,  assign 
such  transient  office,  or  other  place,  to  meet 
persons  seeking  medical  or  surgical  advice 
or  prescription,  shall,  before  being  allowed 
to  practice  as  aforesaid,  appear  before  the 
clerk  of  the  courts  of  the  county,  and  shall 
furnish  satisfactory  evidence  to  such  clerk  of 
the  courts  that  the  provisions  of  Section  1 
of  this  act  have  been  complied  with,  and 
shall,  in  addition,  take  out  a  license  for 
one  year,  by  payment  of  a  license  fee,  for 
the  use  of  the  county,  of  two  hundred  dol- 

lars: Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  not  apply  to  dentists :  And  provided 
further,  That  physicians  or  surgeons  com- 

mencing practice  in  any  of  the  aforesaid 
counties,  with  the  intention  of  remaining 
permanently  therein,  shall  not  be  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  Section  1  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  If  any  person  shall  violate  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  every  such  person 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on 
conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or  less 
than  two  hundred  dollars,  or  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  six  months,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court. 

An  Excellent  Laxative. 

Practitioners  often  want  a  mild  yet  effi- 
cient laxative.  The  "  Compound  Liquorice 

Powder"  is  highly  recommended  for  this 
purpose  by  Dr.  David  Page,  of  Edinburgh, 
in  a  late  number  of  the  London  Practi- 

tioner. He  remarks  : — For  the  treatment  of 
simple  constipation  resulting  from  atony  of 
the  bowel,  the  compound  liquorice  powder 
is  admirably  adapted.  Whether  in  simple 
uncomplicated  torpor  of  the  intestines,  or 
in  constipation  accompanying  temporary 
gastric  disorder,  the  powder  alone  or  auxili- 

ary to  appropriate  remedies,  is  preferable  to 
other  preparations  of  its  class.  In  the  for- 

mer our  object  is  rather  to  call  into  play 
the  peristaltic  action  of  the  intestine  than 
to  deplete  by  serous  transudation  from  its 
walls,  and,  in  the  latter  especially,  no  pru- 

dent practitioner  would  run  the  risk  of  ag- 
gravating the  disordered  stomach  by  the  ex- 

hibition of  purgatives  possessed  of  irritant 
or  drastic  properties.  The  compound  liquo- 

rice powder  is  composed  of  the  following 
constituents,  so  prepared  as  to  form  when 
incorporated  an  almost  impalpable  powder: 
Senna  leaves,  ̂ vj  ;  liquorice  root,  ̂ vj  ;  fen- 

nel seeds,  ̂ iij ;  sulphur,  ̂ iij  ;  refined  sugar, 

^xviij. The  active  ingredients  are  sulphur  and 
senna.  The  action  of  -the  former,  when  ad- 

ministered alone,  is  frequently  accompanied 
by  tormina,  and  the  continued  use  is  apt  to 
cause  derangement  of  the  mucous  mem- 

brane of  the  upper  intestine.  The  physio- 
logical action  of  sulphur  appears  to  be  upon 

the  muscular  coat,  and  less  upon  the  mucous 
surface,  while  senna  is  a  more  active  purga- 

tive, more  apt  to  excite  tormina,  and  acts 
more  upon  the  mucous  than  the  muscular 
coat..  By  the  aromatic  and  stimulant  pro- 

perties of  the  fennel,  and  the  demulcent 
action  of  the  liquorice,  itself  a  mild  laxa- 

tive, the  effects  of  the  more  active  constitu- 
ents are  judiciously  modified. 

The  usual  dose  is  a  small  teaspoonful  at 
bed-time  in  water,  with  which  it  is  easily 
mixable,  forming  an  agreeable  draught. 
Children,  to  whom  Gregory's  powder  is  a 
terror,  readily  take  it  with  a  belief  that  it 
is  a  sweetmeat. 

Absent. 

Prof.  D.  Hayes  Agnew,  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  be  absent  in  Europe 
until  September  next.  *  * 

MARRIAGES. 
Barrett— Nichols. —At  the  residence  of  the 

bride's  parents,  at  Clark's  Green,  Pennsylvania, 
June  4.  1872,  by  Rev.  O.  M.  Martin..,  Horace  F.  Bar- 

rett, of  Schultzville,  Pennsylvania,  and  Miss  Jen- nie E.,  daughter  of  Hiram  Nichols,  M.  D. 
Bartlett—  Post.—  In  New  York,  June  4,  1872,  at 

Trinity  Chapel,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Conrad,  Franklin Bartlett  and  Bertha  King,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  Minturn  Post. 
Hopkins — Ga rrettson. — At  Wilkesbarre,  Penn- 

sylvania, April  21,  by  Rev.  Albert  Wyatt,  E.  B.  Hop- 
kins, M.  I).,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  W.  Garrettson,  all  of Wilkesbarre. 

Mursick— Washburnb. — May  30,  at  the  residence 
of  the  bride's  parents.  Pleasantville,  New  York, 
by  Rev.  J.  C.  Wasbburne,  assisted  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Haviland,  George  A.  Mursick,  M.  D.,  and  Julia Wasbburne. 
Nancrede— Dunnington  — At  Baltimore,  Md.,  on 

the  3d  inst.,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brantley,  assisted  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Fuller,  Charles  B.  Nancrede,  M.  D.,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Alice  Howard,  daughter  of  the 
late  Frank  Dunnington,  of  Baltimore. 

DEATHS. 

Hall.— In  Philadelphia,  May  23,  Dr.  Lewis  A.  Hall, in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 
Hewett.— May!3I,  Fannie  E.  Hewett,  daughter  of 

the  late  Dr.  J.  G.  Hewett,  in  the  21st  year  of  her 

age. Latta.- May  29th,  near  Parkesburg,  Pa.,  Dr.  W. 
S.  Latta,  son  of  the  late  Re,T.  James  Latia. Linton  — At  Newtown,  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  May 
23,  Dr.  Morris  P.  Linton. 
Thacher.— At  his  residence,  in  Brockport,  N.  Y., 

May  18,  1872,  Ralph  Thacher,  M.  D.,  in  the  76th  year of  his  age. 
Woodworth.— Suddenly,-  at  Bethel,  Vermont, 

supposed  of  heart  disease,  May  2ist.  Dr.  James  M. 
Woodworth,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 



J?.  FOUaJE-BA  &  CO.,  Manufacturing  Pharmacists, 
Ho.  30  North  William  Street,  Hew  York. 

POUGEEA'S 

COMPOUND IODINISED 

The  immeasurable  therapeutic  superiority  of  the  oil  over  all  other  kinds  of  Cod  Liver  Oils  sold 
in  Europe  or  in  this  market,  is  due  to  the  addition  of  IODINE,  BROMINE  AND  PHOSPHORUS. 

This  oil  possesses  not  only  the  nourishing  properties  of  Cod  Liver  Oil,  but  also  the  tonic  stim- 
iilant,  and  alterative  virtues  of  IODINE,  BROMINE  AND  PHOSPHORUS,  which  are  added  in 
such  proportions  as  to  render  FOUGERA'S  COD  LIVER  OIL  five  times  stronger  and  more 
efficacious  than  pure  Cod  Liver  Oil,  saving  therefore  TIME,  MONEY,  SUFFERING-  and  LIFE. 

(COMP.  DRAG-EES  OF  SANTONINE.) 
Santonine,  the  active  principal  of  Semen  contra,  (European  Wormseed)  occupies  the  first  rank 

among  the  anthelmintic  remedies.  In  this  preparation  the  Santonine  is  combined  with  a  purga- 
tive agent  and  is  at  once  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  efficacious.  For  several  years  many  of  our  prin- 

cipal Physicians  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  have  expressed  themselves  highly  pleased  with  the 
efficacy  and  elegance  of  this  vermifuge.  Each  dragee  contains  one  half  grain  of  Santonine  and  one 
fifth  grain  of  Gambogine. 

FOUGERA'S  READY-MADE  MUSTARD  PLASTERS. Hos.  1  and  20 
A  most  useful,  convenient,  and  desirable  preparation,  always  ready  for  immediate  use.  Clean, 

prompt  in  its  action,  and  keeps  unaltered  in  any  climate  ;  easily  transported  and  pliable,  so  as  to 
be  applied  to  all  parts  and  surfaces  of  the  body.    It  is  prepared  of  two  strengths  : — No.  1  of  pure 
mustard ;  No.  2  of  half  mustard.    Each  kind  put  up  separately,  in  boxes  of  ten  plasters,  cut  or 

I.    in  rolls. 

FOUGERA'S  PECTORAL  PASTE. (ICELAND  MOSS  AND  LACTUCARIUM.) 

Used  with  great  success  against  Nervous  and  Convulsive  Coughs,  Hooping  Cough,  Acute  Bron- 
chitis, Chronic  Catarrh,  Influenza,  &c. 

Wakefulness,  Cough  and  other  sufferings  in  Consumption  a^e  greatly  relieved  by  the  soothing 
and  expectorant  properties  of  this  Paste. 

I^OIFL  ASTHMA. 
It  suffices  to  inhale  the  smoke  of  these  Cigarettes  to  experience  immediate  relief. 
All  nervous  affections  in  general,  and  especially  those  of  the  chest,  are  often  cured,  and  always 

relieved  by  the  use  of  Lancelot's  Cigarettes. 

FOUGEKA'S 

lodo-Ferro  Phosphated  Elixir  of  Horse-Radish. This  Elixir,  acting  as  a  diuretic,  tonic,  stimulant,  emmenagogue,  and  a  powerful  regenerator  of 
tlie  blood,  is  a  most  invaluable  remedy  for  all  constitutional  disorders  due  to  the  impurity  and 
poverty  of  the  blood. 

By  stimulating  the  energy  of  the  digestive  organs,  through  the  action  of  the  horseradish  etc.  by 
supplying  vital  fluid  with  the  elements  it  requires  iron  and  pliosphorus ;  by  carrying  into  the 
economy  the  alterative  agents,  iodine  and  sulphur,  it  brings  life  and  vigor  through  the  whole 
system. 
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Physicians  can  rely  upon  our  Manufacture  with  Confidence. 

Trice  Lists,  with  full  Recipes,  can  be  obtained  of  the  principal  Druggists  through- 
out the  United  States. 

WE  OFFER  TO  PHYSICIANS  A  LARGE  AND  CAREFULLY  SELECTED  STOCK  OF 

PURE  DRUGS,  CHEMICALS  «  PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS, 

INCLUDING  ALL  THE 

III  B&SBBIB8, 
ALSO, 

Surgical  Instruments,  Saddle  Bar/s,  Medicine  Chests,  and  Pocket 
Cases,  in  Great  Variety* 

FRE  H  AND  RELIABLE  VACCINE  VIRUS  ALWAYS  ON  HAND. 

Sent  by  Mail  at  $1.50  per  Crust. 
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ESTABLISHED  1830. 
We  have  in  our  possession  numer<  us  Testimo- 

nials to  the  superiority  of  our  Oil,  from  the  most 
distinguished  Physicians  of  Philadelphia  and  else- 

where;. Among  these  are  the  names  of  Dr.  Samuel 
Jackson  and  Joseph  Leidy,  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania;  Drs.  Mutter,  Parrach,  Harlow,  Lud- 

low, Knight,  and  others.  Physicians  may  rely  on 
the  certain  Purity  of  our  Brand,  as  also  its  Fresh- ness arid  Sweetness 
Wherever  tested,  either  by  the  mtdical  profes- 

sion or  by  invalids,  superiority  is  acknowledged. 
We.  have  maoe  it  a  specialty  for  many  years,  and 
«an  confidently  recommend  it  to  the  drug  trade. 

John  C.  Baker  &  Co.'s  Citrate  of  Magnesia, 
Prepared  with  especial  care,  and  warranted  to  re- 

tain Freshness.    For  sale  by  nil  Druggists. 
J  Of!  N  L.  BAKER,  Philadelphia. 

PENNSYLVANIA     CENTRAL  RAIL- ROAD. 
WEST  PHILADELPHIA. 

Trains  leave  Depot,  THIRTY -SECOND  and MARKET  streets. 
Trains  arrive  at  Depot,  THIRTY-FIRST  and MARKET  Streets. 

MAIN  LINE  WESTWARD. 
Paoli    Accommodation,    daily,  except 
Sunday,  6.25  a.  m.,  8.30  a.  m.  and  11.00 
a.  m  ;  1.10  p.  M.,  6.40  p.  M.  and   10.30  p.  m. 

Lock  Haven  and  Elmira  Express,  daily, 
except  Sunday  ..  8.00  a.  m. 

Niagara  Express,  daily  except  Sunday..  7.H0  a.  m. 
Mail,  daily,  except  Sunday  ....  8.C0  a.  m. 
Fast  Line  and  Erie  Express,  daily  ex- 

cept Sunday   12.40  p.  h. 
Harrisburg  Accom.,  daily,  exe't  Sunday,  2.30  p.  m. 
Lancaster  &  York  Acc.  "      "          "  4.10  p.  m. 
Parkesburg  Train,         "      "          "  5  30  p.  m. Cincinnati  Express,  daily   6.30  p.  m. 
Buffalo  and  Niagara  Express,  daily          6.30  p.  m. 
Erie  Mail,  daily   6.30  p.  h. 
Sout  hern  Express,  daily   9.00  p.  m. 
Through  Passenger,  daily  exe't  Sunday,  10.50  p.  m. Pacific  Express,  daily   11.40  p.  m. 
Paoli  Sunday  Trains  8.40  a.  m  and   6.40  p.  m. 
Cincinnati  Express  only  to  Harrisburg  on  Satur- days. 
Erie  Mail,  Saturday  night,  runs  only  to  Wil- liamsport. 
For  through  passenger  train,  tickets  must  be 

procured  and  baggage  delivered  at  No.  116  Market 
Street,  by  5  p.  m. NEW  YORK  DIVISION. 
Express  for  New  York,  7.10,  8.30  and  11.00  a.  m., 

and  1-20,  3.00,  5.30  and  6.45  p.  m.,  and  12  night. Emigrant  Train  for  New  York,  11.30  p.  m. 
New  York  Sunday  trains,  8.3o  a.  m.,  6.45  p.  m.,  12 

night» KENSINGTON  DEPOT. 
Holmesburg  and  Bustleton,  6.45  A.  m., 

12.30,  5.15,  and   7.15  p.  m. 
Way  Trains  for  Tren*  on...  10,00  A.  M.  and  2.30  p.  m. Way  Train  for  Bristol   6.00  p.  m. 

FOR  BELVIDERE  DELAWARE  RAILROAD. 
Express    for    Trenton,  Lambertsville, 
Easton,  etc  -7.0u  a.  m  and   3.00  p.  m. 
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"  ANEURISM  A  AORTvE." 
[The  following  is  a  brief  sketch  of  this  subject  from 

a  collection  of  lectures  published  at  Erlangen,  No- 
vember, 1871,  by  the  late  Prof.  Oppoezer,  Professor 

of  Medicine  at  the  University  of  Vienna,  and  ti-ans- 
lated  by  Dr.  J.  N.  Blatnek,  of  Berlin,  for  Prof. 
Vandeveke,  of  the  Albany  Medical  College.] 

Reported  by  T.  D.  Crothers,  M.  D. 

Etiology. 

An  Aneurisma  Aortse  is  a  partial  enlarge- 
ment of  the  aorta.  Both  the  aorta  ascendens 

and  the  arcns  aortse  are  implicated,  the  lat- 
ter most  frequently.  This  is  evident,  since 

the  upx:>er  portion  of  the  arcus  aortse  bears 
the  impetus  of  the  stream  rushing  into  it. 
It  is  found  in  mature  life,  and  before  the 
30th  year  it  is  rare  ;  found  oftener  in  males 
than  females,  and  complicated  sometimes 
with  valvular  diseases,  especially  those  of 
the  aorta.  Atheroma,  also  traumatic  and 
severe  bodily  exertions,  and  rupture  of  the 
coats  of  the  artery  (more  often  of  the  middle 
coat),  or  paralyzed  vaso-motor  nerves, 
are  all  frequent  causes.  Among  hard-work- 

ing people  it  is  often  found.  Morgagni 
shows  its  frequent  occurrence  among  coach 
drivers.  Morbid  changes,  producing  soften- 

ing of  the  arterial  walls,  and  inflammation 
of  the  artery,  acute  or  chronic,  not  resulting 
in  atrophy,  frequently  seen  in  old  people — 
these  may  be  all  active  agents  in  bringing 
on  the  disease. 

Pathological  Anatomy. 
Any  portion  of  the  aorta  may  be  the  seat 

of  the  aneurism.  This  manifests  various 
shapes,  such  as  spindle  shape,  cylindrical,  or 
sack-form.    The  size  also  varies  from  a  sack 

like  a  seed,  up  to  one,  three  or  four  inches  in 
diameter.  An  aneurismal  sack  is  never 
formed  of  the  normal  arterial  coverings, 
but  are  mostly  of  a  hypertrophied,  atrophied, 
fatty,  degenerated,  or  of  a  calcareous  nature. 
Coagulation  of  blood  generally  takes  place 
in  the  aneurismal  sack,  and  thus  the  inter- 

nal wall  becomes  lined  with  several  layers 
of  fibrin,  all  differing  according  to  age. 
This  deposit  often  is  so  great  that  the  sack 
is  frequently  filled  up.  The  influence  of 
aneurism  on  the  neighboring  organs  is  very 
important,  causing  ah  inflammatory  pro- 

cess resulting  in  cohesion  of  the  aneurism 
to  its  surroundings.  These  cohesions  fre- 

quently take  the  place  of  the  aneurismal 
walls  when  they,  have  been  destroyed  by 
pathological  processes.  Sometimes  the 
pleura,  connective  tissue  and  the  neighbor- 

ing organs  become  the  walls  of  the  aneurism 
in  this  way.  The  pressure  exerted  by  the 
aneurism  may  cause  atrophy  or  ulceration 
of  the  adjacent  organs,  the  ribs,  sternum 
and  spinal  column;  the  ulceration  of  the 
latter  from  aneurismal  pressure  is  generally 
connected  with  caries  of  the  spine,  which 
explains  much  of  the  pain  that  is  referred  to 
the  vertebra.  If  this  inflammatory  process 
encroaches  on  the  spinal  cord  partial  paraly- 

sis follows ;  the  heart  is  affected  by  aneur- 
ism ;  the  left  ventricle  becomes  hypertro- 

phied and  dilated  because  the  flow  of  blood 
is  retarded,  and  more  work,  with  increased 
contractile  power,  is  demanded  of  the  left 
ventricle;  hence  its  increased  size.  Fre- 

quently small  aneurisms  are  those  which 
are  filled  with  coagula;  the  left  ventricle  is 
then  very  little  or  not  at  all  hypertrophied 
or  dilated. 

547. 
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In  many  cases  the  aneurism  bursts,  gene- 
rally the  smaller  ones,  because  they  do  not 

find  as  much  support  from  the  neighboring 
tissues  as  do  the  larger  ones.  Less  often  an 
aneurism  is  fatal  through  secondary  causes, 
as  thrombosis,  embolia,  pressure  on  the 
nerves  of  the  spinal  cord,  hydrops,  maras- 

mus, etc.  Seldom  does  an  aneurism  ter- 
minate in  a  cure  by  the  filling  up  of  the 

aneurismal  sack  by  coagula.  In  any  other 
way  the  cure  of  an  aneurism  is  impossible. 
If  an  aneurism  originates  from  any  other 
artery  than  the  aorta,  then  a  cure  may  be 
effected :  (a)  that  coagula  continue  from  the 
aneurismal  sack  into  the  vessel  supplying 
the  aneurism,  and  in  this  way  bring  about 
a  thrombus  and  obliteration  ;  or  (6)  that  the 
aneurism  lays  open  its  vessel  and  thus 
through  pressure  causes  obliteration  ;  or  [c) 
that  a  cure  is  effected  by  inflammation  and 
gangrene. 

Symptoms  and  Course. 
Aneurisms  of  the  aorta  produce  positive 

symptoms  only  when  they  have  attained  a 
certain  size ;  when  small  they  give  no  safe 
symptoms  of  their  existence,  because  of  their 
hidden  position  in  the  thoracic  or  abdominal 
cavities.  The  first  sign  by  which  a  thoracic 
aneurism  is  known  is  a  circumscribed  dull 
sound  on  percussion,  either  on  the  anterior 
or  posterior  portion  of  the  thorax.  This  is 
caused  by  the  aneurism,  since  while  grow- 

ing it  displaces  the  lung  tissue  that  lies  in 
direct  contact  with  the  walls  of  the  thorax. 
A  circumscribed  dull  sound,  as  above  stated, 
can  be  found  on  the  breast  or  back,  or  at 
both  places.  But  it  frequently  shows  itself 
on  the  right  sternal  border,  about  the  height 
of  the  second  and  third  rib,  less  often  in  the 
corpus  sterni,  the  left  sternal  border,  or  on 
the  back  ;  the  last  mentioned  only  happens 
when  the  aneurismal  sack  originates  from 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  aorta,  and  has  at- 

tained some  size,  coming  from  the  descending 
aorta,  in  which  case  the  dull  sound  is  heard 
on  the  left  side  of  the  spinal  column. 
When  such  a  spot  is  found  it  is  often  per- 

ceived by  the  eye,  and  the  sense  of  feeling,  on 
account  of  the  left  systolic  concussions.  If 
through  the  growth  of  the  aneurismal  sack 
the  adhesions  between  it  and  the  thoracic 
walls  have  become  intimate,  then  the.  sys- 

tolic murmurs  are  stronger  than  before,  and 
the  spot  shows  a  tumor  or  bulging  of  the 
bones,  and  not  seldom  pain  on  pressure, 

caused  by  the  commencing  ulceration  of 
that  portion  of  the  bone  or  cartilage  to  which 
the  aneurism  is  attached.  The  tumor  thus 
caused  is  small,  or  it  may  reach  after  a  time 
greater  size,  measuring  five  or  six  inches  in 
circumference.  The  seat  of  such  a  tumor  is 
either  the  anterior  portion  of  the  thorax,  or 
the  posterior  portion,  or  on  the  left  of  the 
spine  in  the  scapular  region.  In  this  case 
last  mentioned,  it  often  lifts  the  scapula 
up,  and  thus  may  be  diagnosticated.  If  the 
aneurism  attains  a  larger  size,  a  tumor  is 
often  formed  anteriorly  or  posteriorly.  The 
shape  of  such  aneurismal  tumors  is  that  of 
half  a  globe,  its  surface  smooth  ;  sometimes 
depressions  exist.  The  latter  happens  when 
bundles  of  the  muscle,  the  pectoralis  major, 
have  their  seat  over  the  tumor.  Accord- 

ing to  the  size  of  the  tumor  the  skin  cover- 
ing it  is  more  or  less  tense,  either  reddened, 

or  covered  with  enlarged  veins,  or  both. 
If  the  aneurism  bursts  outwardly,  the 

tumor  becomes  continually  painful,  sensi- 
tive to  the  touch,  the  skin  more  tense,  and 

after  a  time  the  color  becomes  livid,  and 
finally  gangrene  sets  in.  The  scab  becomes 
detached,  and  the  blood  flows  either  in  a 
continual  stream,  or  if  the  aneurismal  sack 
is  lined  with  layers  of  fibrin,  it  oozes  out. 
After"  a  time  these  coats  of  fibrin  break 
away,  and  the  blood  Mows  or  gushes  forth. 
An  important  symptom  observed  is  the 

retardation  of  the  pulse  in  the  radial  artery, 
or  if  the  aneurism  originates  from  the  aorta 
descendens  in  the  artery  cruralis.  Normally 
the  pulse  in  peripheral  arteries  is  isochronous 
with  the  pulsation  of  the  heart.  If  an 
aneurism  of  the  heart  is  present,  the  flow  of 
blood  is  retarded  at  the  enlarged  point,  and, 
therefore,  reaches  the  radial  or  crural  artery 
later.  The  interval  between  the  pulsations 
of  these  arteries  will  be  greater  the  larger 
the  aneurismal  sack,  and  the  less  deposits  of 
fibrin  it  contains.  If  the  aneurism  is  small 
or  lined  with  fibrin,  no  great  or  perceptible 
interval  can  be  noticed.  The  kind  of  aneu- 

rism has  also  an  influence  on  the  retardation 
of  the  pulse.  Thus  an  unnatural  pulse  will 
never  be  noticed  when  the  aneurism  is  a  so- 
called  extra  arterial,  i.  e.  such  a  one  as  has  a 
side  position,  with  its  neck  only  in  com- 

munication with  the  artery  by  means  of  a 
small  opening.  In  such  cases  the  stream  of 
blood  flows  by  it,  and  it  can,  therefore,  occa- 

sion no  retardation.  In  aneurisms  of  the 

aorta  we  observe, besides  a  "pulsus  differens 
quoad  tempus,"  also  a 4  'pulsus  differens  quoad 
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1  volumen,"  when  one  or  the  other  artery 
e  pulsates  very  weakly  or  not  at  all.  This 
happens  when  the  orifice  of  thexartery  is 

'drawn  fissure-like  through  the  aneurism,  or 
1  when  it  is  pressed  upon,  or  if  fibrinous 
'  coagula  Or  the  atheromatous  process  con- 
1  tinues  from  the  aneurismal  sack  to  the  one 
5  or  other  artery. 

Auscultation. 

9    In  auscultation  of  an  aortic  aneurism  two 
I  or  more  murmurs  are  heard,  one  the  systolic, 
a  the  other  diastolic.    If  at  the  time  of  the 
]  systolic  murmur  the  vibrations  of  the  walls 
I  of  the  aneurism  follow  regularly,  a  time  is 
I  noticed  in  the   first  moment  when  these 
vibrations  are  irregular,  or  when  the  posi- 

.  tion  of  the  aneurism  is  such  as  to  occasion 

.  pressure  upon  the  aorta,  a  murmur  is  pre- 
sent.   In  the  latter  case,  instead  of  the  first 

I  tone  or  murmur,  because  of  the  pressure 
which  the  aneurism  -exerts  upon  the  aorta, 
it  is  impure  and  indistinct.    The  systolic 
murmur  arising  in  one  way  or  the  other, 
often  heard  in  auscultating  an  aneurism,  is 
often  of  a  blowing  nature,  and  called  a  "  bel- 

lows murmur."    Some  authors  confine  the 
bellows  murmur  to  aneurisms  alone.  This 
is  wrong,  for  these  murmurs  are  heard  when 
no  aneurism  is  present.    Frequently  a  sys- 

tolic murmur  occasioned  by  an  aneurism  is 
not  of  a  blowing  nature.    The  second  sound 
or  tone  of  an  aneurism  cf  the  aorta  does 
not  belong  at  all  to  the  aneurism,  but  is 
simply  a  sound  caused  by  the  closing  of  the 
aortic  valves.    If  the  aortic  valves  close,  we 
have  a  second  tone;  but  if  insufficiency  of 
the  aortic  valves  is  present,  no  second  tone 
is  heard,  but  a  low  murmur.  Aneurisms 
which  belong  to  the  abdominal  aorta  only 
produce  a  systolic  sound,  and  nothing  in  the 
second  moment,  because  the  second  sound 
caused  by  the  closure  of  the  aortic  valves  is 
not  conveyed  to  the  abdominal  portion. 

Symptoms  op  Pressure 

On  the  part  of  the  aneurism,  according  to 
the  seat  and  size  of  the  aneurism,  and  the 
neighboring  organs  and  tissues,  are  of  the 
greatest  importance.  In  such  cases  we  must 
decide  which  organs  are  pressed  upon.  If  it 
is  the  heart  suffering  from  pressure,  the 
symptoms  will  be  prominent.  Compression 
of  the  right  auricle  causes  the  venous  sys- 

tem to  be  over-filled  with  blood,  cyanosis, 
etc.  Compression  of  the  left  auricle  causes 
stagnation  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs,  which 
after  a  time  continues  to  the  right  ventricle, 

and  finally  to  the  venous  system,  causing 
the  usual  results  from  accumulation  of 
blood.  Pressure  on  the  right  ventricle,  after 
a  time,  will  produce  a  formidable  repletion 
with  blood,  and  increased  blood-pressure  in 
the  veins  ;  but  this  seldom  happens,  because 
the  left  ventricle  is  seldom  the  seat  of  great 
pressure,  and  is  less  easily  compressed.  The 
same  would  eventually  cause  a  decreased 
amount  of  blood  in  the  arteries,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  an  accumulation  in  the  venous 
system.  The  blood-vessels  contained  in  the 
thoracic  cavity  are  exposed  to  a  more  impor- 

tant pressure  than  the  heart,  especially  the 
veins,  which  in  this  respect  suffer  above  all 
other  blood-vessels.  If  a  pressure  is  exerted 
upon  the  vena  cava  superior  the  jugulars  be- 

come swollen,  as  also  the  brachial,  ulnar,  and 
radial  veins,  and  upon  both  sides,  followed 
by  cyanosis,  oedema  of  the  face  and  upper 
extremities,  vertigo,  cephalalgia,  etc.  These 
symptoms  are  observed  only  on  one  side, 
when  the  vena  cava  superior  is  not  pressed 
upon  ;  but  one  vein  is  commonly  the  seat  of 
the  pressure,  as  has  been  observed  in  aneur- 

isms of  the  Arcus  Aortse. 

By  pressure  upon  the  vena  cava  inferior 
symptoms  of  so-called  abdominal  plethora 
are  observed,  cyanosis,  oedema  of  the  lower 
extremities,  genitalia,  etc.  If  the  pulmonary 
artery  is  the  seat  of  considerable  pressure  on 
the  part  of  the  aneurism,  it  produces  a 
greater  or  less  anemic  condition  of  the  pul- 

monary circulation,  and  over-filling  of  the 
right  ventricle  and  the  venous  system.  If 
the  pressure  of  the  aneurism  is  brought  to 
bear  on  the  aorta,  the  left  ventricle  becomes 
dilated,  hypertrophied,  and  the  amount  of 
blood  in  the  arterial  system  lessened,  and 
all  the  symptoms  of  stenosis  aortse.  A  com- 

pression of  the  pulmonic  veins  seldom  takes 
place,  since  these  blood-vessels,  on  account 
of  their  position,  are  seldom  reached  by  an 
aneurism,  and  even  when  they  are,  can  only 
experience  a  very  slight  pressure,  because 
the  lung  is  a  soft  and  elastic  organ,  and 
against  this  organ  the  veins  would  be 
pressed.  A  blood-vessel  can  only  be  com- 

pressed when  it  is  pressed  against  some  solid 
organ  or  substance  beneath  it.  A  pressure 
upon  the  pulmonic  veins  can  only  take  place 
if  the  aneurism  is  of  considerable  size ;  then, 
by  pressure  on  the  lungs  they  become  in  a 
measure  a  solid  body.  The  consequences  of 
pressure  on  the  pulmonary  veins  would  be 
repletion  of  the  lungs,  the  right  ventricle, 

I  and  the  venous  system,  while  the  arterial 
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system  would  show  the  contrary.  The 
nerves  situated  in  the  thoracic  cavity  often 
suffer  from  pressure  by  the  aneurism,  es- 

pecially the  nerves  of  the  oesophagus  and 
the  so-called  thoracic  portion  of  the  vagus ; 
the  nervus  recurrens,  and  the  nervus  phreni- 
cus  are  to  be  mentioned,  by  pressure  on 
which  dysphagia,  alterations  of  the  voice, 
attacks  of  dyspnoea,  and  singultus,  or  even 
paralysis  of  the  diaphragm,  may  be  brought 
about.  The  attacks  of  dyspnoea  in  this 
category  are  expiained  by  the  pressure 
upon  the  nervus  recurrens  which  according 
to  the  amount,  causes  either  spasm  or  para- 

lysis of  the  vocal  cords. 
In  the  former  case  inspiration  as  well  as 

expiration  would  be  retarded;  in  the  latter 
case  inspiration  only  would  be  retarded.  Fi- 

nally, if  the  intercostal  nerves,  or  the  plexus 
brachialis,  is  pressed  upon  the  most  violent 
neuralgias  follow.  The  lungs,  among  all 
the  other  organs  which  are  exposed  to 
pressure  by  the  aneurism,  are  the  most  often 
affected.  This  also  explains  why  nearly 
every  thoracic  aneurism,  if  it  has  only 
reached  a  considerable  size,  announces  itself 
through  a  dull  resonance  upon  percussion. 
But  often  the  pressure  on  the  lung  is  so 
great  that  it  becomes  perfectly  airless.  If 
the  bronchi  have  their  course  in  such  an 
airless  portion  of  lung,  and  the  compression 
is  not  to  perfect  exhaustion  of  air,  and  the 
communication  remains  open  with  the  la- 

rynx, then  on  auscultation,  bronchial 
breathing,  bronchophonia,  are  so-called  con- 

sonant symptoms.  The  compression  of  the 
lung  may  go  on  to  such  a  degree  that  an  entire 
lobe  may  become  pneumonic,  and  dyspnoea 
follow.  Dyspnoea  is  a  prominent  symptom 
of  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  on  account  of  pres- 

sure on  the  trachea  affecting  inspiration  as 
well  as  expiration,  analogous  to  a  spasm  of 
the  glottis.  If  a  larger  bronchus  is  com- 

pressed, there  is  heard  at  the  point  of  com- 
pression a  rale  or  whizzing  sound,  and  a 

weaker  breathing  sound  over  that  portion 
of  the  lung  which  belongs  to  the  bronchus 
affected.    Percussion  shows  no  change. 

If  the  trachea  is  pressed  upon,  the  sound 
is  weakened  and  the  murmur  changed.  In 

the  author's  experience  the  dyspnoea  from 
aneurism  comes  from  pressure  on  the  trachea 
or  larger  bronchi,  and  sometimes  spasm  of 
the  glottis ;  paralysis  of  the  laryngeal  mus- 

cles follow.  The  dyspnoea  coming  from  dif- 
ferent causes  takes  place  periodically,  which 

is  explainable  by  the  amount  of  blood  at 

different  times  in  the  aneurismal  sack,  or  to 

the  positions  of  the  patient,  which  will  in- 
crease or  diminish  the  pressure  of  the  blood 

in  the  aneurism.  This  explains  attacks  of 

dyspnoea  after  violent  exertions  ;  such  exer- 
tions cause  more  powerful  contractions  of 

the  heart,  forcing  a  greater  quantity  of  blood 
in  the  sack  and  greater  pressure  on  the 
parts.  If  the  aneurism  presses  on  the  left 
bronchus,  a  position  on  the  left  side  will  in- 

crease the  compression  and  dyspnoea,  but  by 
a  change  of  position  these  symptoms  will 
decrease  or  vanish. 

It  is  important  to  determine  in  a  given 
case  how  far  the  dyspnoea  is  the  result  of 
position,  or  pressure  on  the  trachea,  or  large 
bronchi,  or  spasm  of  the  glottis  (caused  by 
pressure  on  particular  nerves).  The  attempt 

to  make  the  circumstances  of  the'dyspnoea diagnostic,  and  to  judge  the  case  by  the 
body,  its  position,  its  rest  and  motion,  has 
not  been  confirmed  by  experience.  In  like 
manner  it  is  impossible  to  say  from  the  dura- 

tion of  the  attack,  from  the  inspiration,  the 
hoarseness,  or  aphonia,  or  frequency,  what 
the  immediate  cause  is.  When  the  inspira- 

tion is  laborious  and  expiration  easy  and 
unhindered,  it  frequently  follows  that  pa- 

ralysis of  the  vocal  cords  is  the  cause.  Such 
cases  are  uncommon  and  seldom  seen.  If 
any  doubts  exist  that  the  cause  depends 
upon  the  larynx,  trachea,  or  bronchi,  an 
examination  by  the  laryngoscope  will  solve 
them. 

If  it  is  shown  by  this  that  the  glottis  suf- 
ficiently opens  itself  during  inspiration,  and 

that  the  arytenoid  cartilage  is  normally 
movable,  we  know  that  the  cause  of  the 
dyspnoea  is  not  the  larynx,  but  is  owing  to 
compression  of  a  large  bronchus,  naturally 
excepting  the  results  of  a  stenosis  cardii 
or  asthmatic  attacks  in  consequence  of  em- 

physema of  the  lungs.  To  distinguish  the 
last-mentioned  case  we  should  observe  the 
following  :  If  auscultation  shows  no  differ- 

ence of  the  inspiratory  murmur  between  the 
right  and  left  halves  of  the  thorax,  but  is 
equally  diminished  in  both,  it  speaks  for 
compression  of  the  trachea.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  during  an  attack  of  dyspnoea  a 
diminution  of  the  respiratory  murmur  is 
heard  only  in  one  half  of  the  thorax,  a 
greater  resonance  or  tympanitic  sound  is 
discovered  on  percussion,  we  then  know 
that  we  have  compression  of  the  bronchi, 
not  of  the  trachea,  and  we  would  conclude 
as  to  the  compression  of  the  principal  bron- 
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(  chus  when  the  whole  of  the  specified  por- 
J  tion  of  the  thorax  is  weak,  and  on  the  other 
I  hand,  a  large  bronchus  when  only  in  a  por- 
I  tion  of  the  thorax  the  respiratory  murmur 
is  weakened.  Special  attention  should  be 
given  to  auscultating  the  thorax. 

In  this  way  we  may  frequently  determine 
the  cause  of  the  dyspnoea  in  cases  of  thoracic 
aneurism  where  no  examination  by  the 
laryngoscope  could  be  had  because  of-  the 
sensitiveness.  If  an  aneurism  of  the  aorta 
presses  upon  the  oesophagus,  difficulties  in 
deglutition  will  manifest  themselves.  Ex- 

amination by  means  of  the  oesophageal 
probe  will  enable  us  to  distinguish  such 
from  those  arising  from  other  causes.  Other 
symptoms  follow  from  an  aneurism,  but 
they  are  similar  to  that  of  valvular  diseases. 
That  of  dropsy  demands  a  few  words.  The 
causes  vary  materially  in  aneurisms.  It 
may  originate  from,  the  sufferings  of  the 
patient,  difficulties  of  digestion  arising  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  causing  a  watery  mix- 

ture of  the  blood,  or  a  compression  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  heart  or  of  the  vena  cava  superior 

or  inferior,  causing  a  repletion  of  the  venous 
system,  or  only  the  veins  of  the  upper  or  lower 

.  half  of  the  body,  and  as  a  result,  dropsy. 
Again,  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that 

aneurisms  of  the  aorta  are  combined  with 
valvular  difficulties,  and  the  ensuing  dropsy 
is  explained.  The  changes  of  position  which 
the  heart  undergoes  from  an  aneurism  is 
important.  In  large  aneurisms  of  the  as- 

cending aorta,  or  the  areas  aortse,  the  heart  is 
often  found  misplaced  towards  the  left  side, 
discolating  the  apex  to  the  left  axillary  line. 
In  aneurisms  of  the  descending  aorta,  on 
the  contrary,  when  the  same  has  attained  a 
considerable  size,  the  heart  is  dislocated  to- 

wards the  right,  so  that  the  pulsation  is  seen 
more  or  less  towards  the  sternum.  If  the 
aneurism  has  its  origin  back  of  the  heart 
this  organ  is  crowded  on  to  the  sternum, 
and  its  pulsation  seems  increased  in  energy 
and  unequally  diffused,  and  a  double  pulsa- 

tion is  noticed  when  the  apex  of  the  heart 
pulsates.  It  is  evident  when,  in  consequence 
of  an  aneurism,  the  left  ventricle  is  dilated 
and  hypertrophied,  that  the  heart  also  takes 
a  different  position,  sometimes  almost  a 
horizontal  one.  The  course  of  aneurisms  is 
a  chronic  one,  lasting  a  number  of  years, 
until  death  ensues  under  the  form  of  maras- 

mus and  hydrops,  or  in  consequence  of 
oedema  of  the  lungs  or  bursting  of  the  sack. 

(Jb  be  Continued.) 
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SENECA  AS  A  BRONCHIAL  ALTERA- 
TIVE. 

By  Thomas  Barrow,  M.  D., 
Of  Baltimore.  Mcl. 

One  of  the  most  serious  of  the  medical 
evils  of  the  present  age  is  the  enormous 
quantities  of  quack  cough  medicines  which 
are  habitually  consumed. 

I  believe  that  a  large  majority  of  those 
who  are  afflicted  with  bronchitis,  instead  of 
sending- for  a  physician,  resort  at  first  to  the 
use  of  some  one  or  other  of  such  nostrums,  or 
else  of  simple  domestic  preparations.  These 
quack  remedies  are  generally  saccharine 
solutions,  colored  or  otherwise  modified,  to 
render  them  acceptable  to  the  public.  Most 
of  them  appear  to  have  no  other  medicinal 
virtue  except  the  demulcent  properties  of 
the  sugar  which  they  contain. 
The  late  Mr.  James  I.  Wilkinson  told  me 

that  he  had  used  forty-two  bottles  of  Dr. 
Schenck's  cough  medicine  without  expe- 

riencing any  benefit  whatever  from  it. 
Many  others  have  made  to  me  similar 
acknowledgments. 

The  long-continued  use  of  such  saccharine 
preparations  must  have  some  degree  of  ten- 

dency to  induce  that  intractable  disease,  dia- 
betes. Dyspepsia,  also,  has  doubtless  in  nu- 
merous instances  been  occasioned  by  means 

of  such  agencies,  together  with  the  hydra- 
headed  diversities  of  disorders  which  are 
usually  associated  with  it,  because  sweet 
things  enfeeble  the  stomach,  whilst  bitter 
things  invigorate  and  strengthen  it. 
Another  disadvantage  is,  that  in  persons 

who  are  predisposed  to  excessive  obesity, 
the  long-continued  use  of  sugar  usually  in- 

creases this  pernicious  tendency. 
I  think  that  by  far  the  most  important  im- 

provement in  modern  materia  medica  has 
been  the  rejection  from  the  pharmacopoeias 
of  many  comparatively  inert  remedies,  and 
the  substitution  of  efficient  remedial  agents. 
I  was  first  led  to  appreciate  the  immense 
value  of  Radix  Seneca  as  a  bronchial  altera- 

tive about  nineteen  years  since,  by  reading 

Dr.  George  B.  Wood's  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine,  edition  3d,  volume  1st,  pages 
795  and  801.  From  about  that  time  till  De- 

cember, I860,  I  visited  monthly  more  than 
nine  hundred  families.  This  afforded  me 
abundant  opportunity  of  verifying  Dr.  Geo. 
B.  Wood's  instructive  observations.  At 
that  time  Syr.  Seneca  was  unknown  in  Bal- 
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tirnore.  One  proof  of  this  is,  that  Mr.  James 
P.  Frames,  Pharmaceutist,  informed  me  on 
April  4th,  1872,  that  about  that  time  he 
received  a  prescription  containing  Syr. 
Seneca,  but  having  never  prepared  it  he 
sent  for  some  of  it  to  all  the  principal  apothe- 

cary stores  in  Baltimore,  but  in  vain,  and 
was  obliged  to  prepare  some  of  it  according 
to  the  directions  in  the  pharmacopoeia  of 
1840. 
Within  one  year  from  the  time  that  I 

commenced  prescribing  it,  its  wholesale 
price  was  doubled.  A  brief  statement  of  all 
the  cases  of  cure  which  have  resulted  from 
the  use  of  Seneca,  etc.,  which  I  have  pre- 

scribed, would  fill  a  considerable  volume.  I 
have  recorded  an  extremely  small  fraction 
of  such  cases.  Two  or  three  examples  are 
not  sufficient  to  prove  the  alterative  proper- 

ties of  any  recent  remedial  agent.  I  will, 
therefore,  endeavor,  as  briefly  as  practicable, 
to  describe  fourteen  cases. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Martin,  having  re- 
ceived but  little  benefit  from  prescriptions 

which  a  physician  had  given  her  for  violent 
bronchitis,  aggravated  by  pulmonary  he- 

morrhages and  anemia,  was  very  much 
benefited  by  means  of  the  following  pre- 

scription : — 
R.    Syr.  Seneca,  f^iiss. 

Mist,  glycer.  comp.,  f^iv. 
Spt.  ammon.  arom.,  fgi. 
Ferriet  ammon.  sulph.,  gii. 
Ant.  et  potass.,  Tart.        gr.  i. 
Morph.  sulph.,  gr.  iii. 

M.  Dose,  half  teaspoonful  every  two 
hours. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Keighler,  after  suffering  much 
from  bronchitis,  employed  a  physician  dur- 

ing ten  days  without  any  relief,  but  was 
subsequently  completely  cured  in  five  days, 
by  a  combination  similar  to  that  above  men- 
tioned. 

Mrs.  Wilkinson,  having  frequently  suf- 
fered from  attacks  of  bronchitis,  and  also 

having  been  visited  by  a  physician  during 
ten  days  without  the  least  mitigation,  was 
in  five  days  entirely  and  permanently  cured 
by  means  of 

R.    Radix  Seneca, 
Radix  glycyr,  33a 
Gum  acacia,       aa,  ^i. 

Boil  fifteen  minute3  in  one  pint  of  water, 
then  strain,  and  add 

Ant.  et  potass,  tart.,       gr.  i. 
Morph.  sulph.,  gr.  iii. 

Dose,  one  small  tablespoonful  every  two 
hours. 

locations.  [Vol.  xxvi. 

Mrs.  Greene,  having  suffered  from  bron- 
chitis during  two  years,  and  Mrs.  Mary  C. 

Ray,  about  one  year,  during  which  she  was 
attended  by  four  or  five  physicians,  whose 
prescriptions  merely  palliated  her  cough  a 
little,  were  both  entirely  and  permanently 
cured  in  one  week  by  means  of  the  last- 
mentioned  prescription.  Mrs.  Ray  told  me 
recently,  that  during  the  twelve  years  which 
have  elapsed  since  she  used  it  she  has  had 
no  cough  at  all.  Mrs.  Greene  affirmed  the 
same  of  a  somewhat  shorter  period. 
Rev.  William  Fry,  having  suffered  two 

years  from  bronchitis  and  hsemoptisis,  and 
having  obtained  scarcely  any  benefit  from 
medicines  which  were  administered  to  him 
by  four  consecutive  physicians,  despaired  of 
cure ;  nevertheless,  entirely  and  perma- 

nently cured  in  one  week  by  means  of  a 
prescription  similar  to  that  previously  men- 

tioned in  Mrs.  Martin's  case. 
A  friend  of  Rev.  William  Fry,  a  Rev. 

William  Wilson,  having  suffered  in  the 
same  way  so  severely  that,  having  obtained 
but  small  relief  from  the  treatment  of  three 
eminent  physicians,  he  thought  he  should 
soon  die,  and  made  corresponding  arrange- 

ments ;  yet  he  was  entirely  and  perma- 
nently cured  in  one  week  by  means  of  the 

same  combination  which  Mr.  Fry  had  used. 
Mrs.  Phillips,  who  during  about  four 

months  used  without  benefit  three  dollars' 
worth  of  Thompson's  Tincture,  besides  other 
quack  nostrums,  was  entirely  and  perma- 

nently cured  in  one  week  by  means  of 

R.    Syr.  seneca,  f^iij* 
Mist,  glycyr.  comp.,  fjfi 
Ant.  et  potass,  tart.,  gr.i. 
Morph.  sulph.,  gr.iij.  M. 

Dose — half  a  small  teaspoonful  every  two hours. 

Mr.  Rylee  and  Mr.  Scott,  after  suffering 
from  bronchitis  during  four  years,  and  Mrs. 
Elliott  during  six  years,  were  all  entirely 
and  permanently  cured  in  one  week,  by 
means  of  the  same  prescription  which  Mrs. 
Wilkinson,  before  mentioned,  had  used. 
Mrs.  Coleman's  sister,  having  suffered 

from  violent  bronchitis  during  seven  years, 
said  that  the  same  prescription  had  relieved 
her  more  effectually  than  all  the  numerous 
medicines  which  she  had  previously  em- 

ployed. 
Mrs.  Grindley's  mother,  who  had  suffered 

similarly  during  twenty-one  years,  made 
the  same  assertions  respecting  the  same 
combination. 
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Mrs.  Jane  Carback,  after  suffering  two 
weeks  from  bronchitis,  accompanied  with 
pain  throughout  the  thorax,  went  to  bed 
and  sent  for  a  physician.  He  percussed  her 
chest,  and  asserted  to  the  family  that  she 
was  in  the  last  stage  of  consumption,  and 
that  nothing  could  be  done  for  her  except  to 
palliate  the  symptoms.  In  consequence  of 
his  being  absent  five  days,  he  engaged  an- 

other physician  to  attend  her  till  he  re- 
turned. He  also  percussed  and  pronounced 

to  the*  family  precisely  the  same  diagnosis. 
Then  eight  weeks  elapsed,  during  which 
the  incessancy  of  the  cough  very  much  in- 

terrupted her  sleep,  till,  at  last,  when  I  vis- 
ited her,  she  told  me  that  she  had  not  en- 

joyed any  sleep  at  all  during  ten  days  and 
nights,  and  was  daily  becoming  weaker.  I 
gave  her  the  same  prescription  which  Mrs. 
Wilkinson,  before  mentioned,  had  used. 
Inasmuch  as  nothing  which  these  two  phy- 

sicians had  given  her  had  ameliorated  her 
cough  in  the  slightest  degree,  she  felt  sure 
she  would  die,  and  that  it  was  of  no  use  to 
take  any  more  medicine.  The  family,  how- 

ever induced  her  to  take  the  medicarcom- 
bination  which  I  had  prescribed.  It  was 
about  10.30  A.  M.  when  I  called.  She  took 
it  as  directed  till  8  P.  M.,  when  she  fell 
asleep,  and  enjoyed  uninterrupted  sleep  till 
10  A.  M.  next  day,  when  she  awoke  greatly 
improved.  Within  one  week  from  the  date 
of  my  first  visit  her  cough  and  pains  were 
entirely  cured.  She  told  me  afterwards  that 
the  first  dose  of  my  prescription  did  her 
more  good  than  all  the  medicines  which  she 
had  previously  used.  During  the  intervening 
time,  which  is  about  fifteen  years,  she  has 
not  suffered  from  bronchitis  in  a  single  in- 

stance. I  hope  the  preceding  facts  may  lead 
to  the  much  more  extensive  cultivation  and 
use  of  that  powerful  bronchial  alterative, 
Radix  Seneca. 

Hospital  Reports. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA— 
SURGICAL  SERVICES  OF  PROF.  D. 
HAYES  AGNEW,  M.D. 

[reported  by  de  f.  wiklard,  m.  d.] 
Double  Talipes— Equino- Varus. 

I  have  this  morning  to  present  two  cases 
of  deformity  which  are  but  instances  of  what 
you  will  constantly  meet  in  your  practice, 
and  should,  therefore,  be  fully  prepared  to 
treat.  Orthopaedic  surgery,  in  its  varied 
forms,  is  now  claiming  its  just  place  in  the 

profession,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next 
generation  will  see  fewer  of  the  poor  unfor- 

tunate cripples  which  now  meet  our  eyes  at 
every  hour  of  the  day.  In  the  majority  of 
cases,  the  deformities  are  either  congenital 
or  else  acquired  early  in  life,  a  fact  which  is 
extremely  fortunate  for  our  treatment,  since 
young  bones  alone  are  sufficiently  flexible 
to  permit  of  proper  correction  in  form.  I 
desire  that  each  one  of  you  should  take  with 
you  to  your  homes  in  the  country,  the 
knowledge  of  the  means  of  alleviating  many 
of  these  departures  from  the  normal  stan- 

dard, since  you  have  now,  through  the  ex- 
cellent arrangements  of  our  instrument- 

makers,  the  opportunity  of  ordering  well- 
fitting  apparatus,  even  from  the  most  distant 
State  in  the  Union. 

The  treatment  of  these  deformities  is  ne- 
cessarily largely  mechanical,  but  the  means 

must  be  scientifically  applied,  else  only  in- 
jury may  result.  It  must  be  remembered, 

also,  that  in  the  majority  of  cases,  they  are 
insufficient  alone  to  effect  a  cure,  operative 
procedures  being  usually  required  as  a  pri- mary step. 

The  case  before  us— one  of  double  congen- 
ital club  foot — is  the  most  common  malfor- 

mation encountered,  and  its  especial  variety, 
equino- varus,  is  also  the  form  found  in  nearly 
90  per  cent,  of  club  foot  cases. 

The  cause  of  the  intra-uterine  commence- 
ment of  this  deformity  is  still  uncertain  ;  in 

fact  the  causes  may  be  various.  Early  irri- tations or  inflammations  of  the  brain  or  cord 
might  produce  it,  as  might  also  primary  mal- 

formation of  the  tarsal  bones,  or  a  continued 
bent  or  faulty  position  of  the  foot  and  leg, 
or  imperfect  nutrition.  When  a  developing 
leg  is  placed  in  a  bent  position,  the  points  of 
origin  and  insertion  of  certain  muscles  must 
necessarily  be  brought  nearer  to  each  other, 
which  circumstance,  combined  with  want 
of  action,  would  certainly  tend  to  produce 
permanent  deficiency  in  development.  At 
birth,  therefore,  the  muscle  is  found  so  short- 

ened that  (in  a  case  of  equinus)  the  heel  can- 
not be  brought  down  to  its  proper  position, 

even  although  the  antagonistic  muscles  pos- 
sess their  ordinary  power.  In  "acquired" club  foot  a  different  state  of  affairs  exist. 

Hence,  the  difficulty  is  usually  a  sequence 
of  "infantile  paralysis,"  and  the  deformity  is 
the  result  of  the  loss  of  power  in  certain  mus- 

cles, they  being  thereby  rendered  incompe- 
tent to  oppose  the  preponderating  action  of 

the  non-paralyzed  structures. 
In  those  cases  which  are  not  congenital 

the  deformity  is  usually  progressive  (un- 
less the  injured  muscles  regain  their  tone), 

from  the  constant  operation  of  the  cause; 
and  if  the  child  is  neglected,  from  the 
weight  of  the  body  in  walking  the  foot 
becomes  shortened  and  incurvated,  the  plan- 

tar fascia  contracts,  the  bones  of  the  tarsus 
are  distorted,  the  foot  is  arched,  the  liga- 

ments stretch  upon  the  side  of  extension,  and 
contract  upon  that  of  flexion ;  the  malleoli 
are  altered  in  their  positions,  and  the  whole 
foot  becomes  as  badly  clubbed  as  in  the 
worst  congenital  cases.    In  talipes  equinus 
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the  gastrocnemius  and  soleus  are  the  mus- 

cles which  are  shortened  ;  in  varus  the  tibi- 
alis anticusand  posticus  also  play  an  impor- 
tant part.  These,  then,  are  the  muscles  whose 

power  is  to  be  overcome,  and  this  is  to  be 
done  with  knife  and  appropriate  apparatus. 

In  regard  to  the  time  for  operation  for  little 
children  I  would  say  that  I  do  not  think 
that  it  can  be  done  too  early  in  life,  provided 
the  case  is  a  favorable  one  for  operation  at 
all.  Where  the  foot  is  round,  short,  and 
plump,  it  is  perhaps  better  to  wait,  since 
difficulty  may  be  encountered  in  securing 
good  adjustment  of  a  shoe,  but  in  large,  lean 
feet  thereaieed  be  no  delay  (at  least  beyond 
the  first  month),  provided  circumstances  are 
favorable. 
Subcutaneous  tenotomy  gives  a  very  safe 

as  well  as  effectual  means  of  dealing  with 
these  contractions,  and  is  practiced  for  the 
relief  of  equino-varus ;  the  tendo-Achillis 
very  frequently  alone  requires  division.  In 
some  cases,  however,  it  may  become  neces- 

sary to  cut  the  tendon  of  the  tibialis  anticus, 
ana  posticus,  as  well  as  the  plantar  fascia. 
In  tenotomy  of  the  tendo-Achillis  I  always 
make  the  incision  of  the  skin  with  a  delicate 
pointed  knife,  and  then  enter  a  probe- 
pointed  tenotome,  carry  it  flatwise  across 
above  the  tendon  just  beneath  the  skin, 
when,  turning  its  edge  inward,  and  de- 

pressing the  heel,  the  fibres  can  be  felt  giv- 
ing way  before  it  with  a  distinct  crack.  The 

probe-pointed  instrument  is  the  safer  one, 
since  the  skin  of  the  opposite  side  is  less 
liable  to  be  punctured,  and  the  posterior 
tibial  artery  more  likely  to  escape.  If  this 
artery  is  injured  it  should  be  entirely  cut 
across,  and  firmer  compression  immediately 
applied.  If  simply  punctured,  a  subsequent 
aneurism  may  form,  necessitating  an  opera- tion for  its  cure. 

It  sometimes  happens,  as  in  the  case 
before  us,  that  there  seems  to  be  a  congeni- 

tal deficiency  in  the  tendon  itself,  it  being 
so  small  and  flat  that  it  cannot  be  made  to 
ride  out  distinctly,  even  when  the  heel  is 
strongly  depressed.  In  these  cases  the  artery 
may  take  an  abnormal  route,  and  I  am  ac- 

customed to  carefully  insinuate  the  probe- 
pointed  tenotome  beneath  the  artery,  and 
then  cut  away  from  the  vessel. 

The  tendon  being  severed,  the  foot  should 
be  forced  into  its  proper  position,  the  con- 

tracted parts  thoroughly  stretched,  the 
bones  brought  into  place,  and  the  plantar- 
fascia  and  other  tendons  divided  if  neces- 

sary. The  replacement  of  the  foot  can  be 
done  more  quickly  and  successfully  by  the 
hand  at  the  time  of  the  operation  than  at 
any  future  period,  either  by  instrumental  or 
manual  pressure.  The  opening  made  by  the 
tenotome  should  be  quickly  covered  by  adhe- 

sive plaster,  in  order  to  secure  the  manifest 
advantages  of  subcutaneous  surgery.  When 
children  have  been  permitted  to  advance  to 
the  ages  of  eight,  ten,  or  fifteen  years  before 
operation,  great  difficulty  will  be  experi- 

enced in  restoration  of  the  foot,  not  only 
from  the  strong  contracted  fascias  and  ten- 

dons, but  from  the  misshapen  bones,  which 

frequently  present  such  angles  and  projec- 
tions as  effectually  to  prevent  good  joint 

movement.  With  infants,  however,  the 
bones  are  more  easily  adjusted,  and  good 
results  are  the  rule. 

The  parts  being  now  forced  into  position, 
it  is  essential  that  they  be  retained  there 
permanently,  and  this  can  be  best  done  by 
a  properly  constructed  shoe,  such  as  is  made 
by  all  good  instrument  makers.  It  should 
be  provided  with  two  movement  plates, 
worked  by  screws,  so  that  the  heel  may 
be  gradually  depressed,  and  the  toes  ab- 

ducted at  pleasure.  (The  ordinary  form  is 
figured  in  No.  794,  Medical  and  Surgical. 
Reporter,  page  429.    De  W.) 

Before  its  application  the  foot  should  be 
protected  at  the  points  where  the  greatest 

pressure  must  be  exercised,  by  lint" spread with  ung.  zinc  oxid.,  after  which  a  roller 
should  be  applied  to  the  whole  limb  and  the 
points  at  which  the  .bones  impinge  upon  the 
splint  also  padded  with  cotton.  The  splint 
should  be  removed  each  day,  and  while  the 
foot  is  held  in  position  by  the  hand,  rubbed 
vigorously  with  alum  and  whisky,  or  other 
stimulating  liniment.  A  good  plan  is  to 
subject  the  parts  to  a  similar  tanning  pro- 

cess for  several  weeks  previous  to  the  opera- 
tion. The  shoe  being  re-applied,  a  little  ad- 

vancement toward  the  proper  position  may 
be  made  each  day  by  turning  the  screws, 
but  the  pressure  must  not  be  made  too 
stroug,  nor  any  of  the  above  precautions 
neglected,  since  sloughing  is  very  apt  to 
occur,  and  frustrates  the  whole  attempt  at 
cure. 
When  the  heel  is  completely  depressed, 

a  large  gap  is  necessarily  produced  between 
the  two  ends  of  the  tendons  ;  but  this  is  soon 
filled  with  new  material,  and  in  two  wTeeks time  seems  as  strong  as  before.  The  space 
which  is  occasioned  by  the  separation  of  the 
fragments  seems  to  be  immediately  filled  by 
the  surrounding  connective  tissue,  which  is 
forced  in  by  atmospheric  pressure.  Thus 
infiltration  of  serum  and  plastic  matter 
(leucocytes)  occurs,  which  gradually  be- 

comes firmer,  while  at  the  same  time  neo- 
plastic tissue  is  developed  from  the  stumps 

of  the  tendon,  until  at  last  a  true  regenerated 
cord  is  produced.  This  new  tendon  slowly 
contracts  in  every  direction  for  many 
months,  so  that  care  must  be  exercised  not 
to  permit  it  to  proceed  too  far,  and  interfere 
with  the  good  result.  (Tenotomy  of  tendo- 
Achillis,  performed  upon  both  feet,  and 
instruments  at  once  applied,  after  thor- 

oughly stretching  the  parts.    De  W.) 
Bow-Legs. 

The  next  case  is  a  boy  who  has  an  exter- 
nal curvature  of  his  tibise,  together  with 

bending  of  the  knees  in  the  same  direction. 
It  is  the  deformity  known  as  "  bow-legs,'7  or 
genu-extrorsum  or  varum,  and  is  usually 
caused  by  premature  attempts  a4  walking, 
especially  in  children,  with  raclutic  or 
otherwise  softened  bones.  The  child  must 
be  immediately  supplied  with  splints,  since 

|  the  bones  are  yet  soft,  and  can  now  be  re- 
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turned  to  their  proper  position  without 
much  difficulty,  while  it  allowed  to  proceed 
further  they  will  occasion  more  trouble.  The 
apparatus  should  be  constructed  with  rigid 
internal  splints,  with  padded  adjustable 
bands,  which  shall  exert  constant  but  gentle 
pressure  upon  these  bones,  and  gradually 
coax  them  into  their  proper  positions."  In  a bad  case  which  would  not  yield,  it  might 
be  better  to  force  them  into  position  even  at 
the  risk  of  a  fracture,  rather  than  allow  the 
person  to  be  lamed  for  life.  (Child  sent  to 
instrument  makers.    DeF.  W.) 

Ulcers  of  the  Rectum. 
The  next  case  is  a  man  who  has  suffered 

for  some  years  with  piles,  and  who  also 
states  that  he  was  operated  upon  last  March 
for  fistula  in  ano.  In  a  month  after  the 
operation  further  rectal  trouble  appeared, 
and  he  now  comes  to  us  complaining  of  in- 

tense burning  pain  within  the  bowels,  in- 
creased at  each  act  of  defecation,  but  only 

lasting  severely  for  a  half  hour ;  of  a  con- 
stant discharge  of  pus  from  the  anus,  and  of 

extreme  itching  of  the  external  parts,  ren- 
dering his  life  miserable. 

This  pruritus  about  the  anus  is  often  a 
most  annoying  and  troublesome  affection, 
resisting  every  form  of  treatment  unless  the 
cause  is  removed.  This  cause  is  usually  situ- 

ated within  the  bowel,  and  a  thorough  ex- 
amination should  never  be  neglected,  since 

a  single  application  of  caustic  or  sulphate  of 
copper  to  the  internal  ulcer  or  other  lesion 
may  render  immediate  relief. 
I  pass  my  finger  through  a  sphincter 

which  is  perfectly  relaxed,  and  at  once  find 
the  mucous  surface  ragged  and  ulcerated  at 
various  points.  The  edges  of  the  sores  are 
not  indurated,  however,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  the  disease  is  malignant. 

If  this  man  were  in  the  wards  of  a  hospital, 
it  would  be  well  to  touch  these  ulcers  twice 
a  week  with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  or 
sulphate  of  copper,  but  as  he  is  an  out  pa- 

tient, we  will  direct  that  he  use  an  injection 
twice  daily  of  gss.  tinct.  krarnerise  with  gi. 
of  mucilage  of  slippery  elm  or  flaxseed,  a 
remedy  which  often  exercises  an  exceedingly 
happy  effect  upon  such  cases.  Externally 
he  will  apply  a  little  ung.  zinc  oxide,  in 
which  is  incorporated  a  small  quantity  of 
gum  camphor.  Frequent  ablutions  must  be 
practiced  with  carbolic  acid  soap. 

Diseased  Testicle. 

The  next  case  is  a  man  40  years  of  age, 
who  was  before  you  some  four  months  since, 
and  was  then  tapped  for  hydrocele,  a  con- 

siderable quantity  of  turbid  fluid  being 
drawn  off.  At  that  time  you  will  remem- 

ber that  we  found  the  testicle  enlarged  and 
sensitive  to  such  a  degree  that  I  expressed 
myself  as  doubtful  in  regard  to  the  favorable 
prognosis  of  the  case. 
Five  months  have  now  elapsed,  and  he 

returns  with  the  statement  that  the  organ 
has  been  steadily  but  slowly  increasing  in 
size,  and  that  it  is  now  accompanied  by  a 
considerable  amount  of  soreness  and  pain. 

He  has  but  a  slight  accumulation  of  serum 
in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  the  enlargement  of 
the  scrotum  being  due  almost  entirely  to  the 
increase  in  the  bulk  of  the  testicle  itself.  I 
also  find  that  there  is  slight  tenderness 
along  the  course  of  the  spermatic  cord,  with 
slight  induration  of  one  inguinal  gland. 
This  history  and  these  symptoms,  together 
with  the  rapidly  decreasing  weight  of  the 
man,  lead  me  to  consider  this  as  a  case  of 
serious  disease  of  the  testis  itself,  either 
tuberculous,  cystic  or  cancerous.  We  will, 
however,  give  him  a  short  trial  with  medi- 

cine, when,  if  he  still  continues  to  grow 
worse,  we  will  remove  the  organ  by  opera- 
tion. 
The  man  was  ordered  to  take  :$ss.  ol. 

morrh.,  with  gtt.xv  syr.  ferri  iodide  after 
each  meal;  also,  arsen.  iodide  gr.  1-18  t.  d. Locally,  to  apply 

R.    Ext.  bellad., 
Ung.  hydrarg., 
"  iodine, 

"    adipis,  aa  £ii.  M. 
If  the  ointment  irritates  the  skin,  it  may 

be  further  diluted.  DeF.  W. 

Medical  Societies. 

Minutes  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual  Session 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
The  Society  met  at  the  Court  House, 

Franklin,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  June  12, 
1872,  at  11  A.  M.  The  President,  Dr.  J.  S. 
CRAWFORD,  of  JLycoming  County,  presided, 
assisted  by  Vice  Presidents  Drs.  B.  Gillett, 
of  Venango,  and  PL  De  la  Cossett,  of  Mercer. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Permanent  Secretary, 
the  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  F.  F.  Davis, 
of  Venango,  performed  his  duties. 
The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by 

the  Rev.  S.  J.  M.  Eaton,  of  the  city  of 
Franklin.  Dr.  Robert  Crawford,  of  Ve- 

nango county,  welcomed  the  Society  as  fol- 

lows:— "Mr.  President  and  fellow-members  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the.  State  of  Pennsyl- 

vania— To  me,  gentlemen,  the  Venango 
County  Medical  Society  has  assigned  the 
pleasing  duty  of  extending  to  you  the  hand  of 
friendship,  and  of  bidding  you  welcome  on 
this  occasion.  With  many  of  you  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  associating  in  former  times, 
and  in  different  localities  throughout  the 
State,  to  deliberate  upon  the  duties  that  now 
call  us  together.  But  never,  gentlemen, 
never  have  I  had  the  extreme  pleasure  of 
meeting  in  my  own  county  so  many  whose 
zealous  hearts  beat  in  unison  for  the  same 
common  cause.  Ours,  gentlemen,  is  the 
cause  of  humanity.  Our  work  is  a  work 
which  we  hope  will  not  only  prove  interest- 

ing and  useful  to  ourselves,  but  of  para- 
mount utility  to  those  who  are  to  be  the 

recipients  of  our  efforts. 
"  The  objects  of  this  Society,  as  your  con- 

stitution declares,  are  the  advancement  of 
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medical  knowledge,  the  elevation  of  profes- 
sional character,  the  protection  of  the  profes- 
sional interests  of  its  members,  the  extension 

of  the  bounds  of  medical  science,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  all  measures  adapted  to  the  relief 

of  suffering,  the  improvement  of  the  health, 
and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  com- 

munity. That  this  Society  has  accom- 
plished much  good  from  its  labors,  no  one 

who  has  witnessed  its  workings  and  their 
results  will  for  a  mofnent  doubt. 

"In  connection  with  the  county  societies 
from  which  the  State  Society  is  formed,  it 
constitutes  a  medical  school  in  which  every 
physician  can  learn;  and  he  must  learn  or 
get  behind  his  professional  cotemporaries. 
These  societies  infuse  new  spirit  and  anima- 

tion into  their  members,  and  thereby  give 
new  life  to  the  student  of  his  profession. 
The  physician  of  five  years  ago  is  not  a  phy- 

sician to-day.  The  science  of  medicine  'is eminently  a  progressive  one.  He  who  keeps 
up  with  its  advances  must  study. 

"Those  who  are  active  and  efficient  mem- 
bers of  their  County  and  State  Societies 

have  given  evidence  that  they  are  keeping 
up  with  this  age  of  improvement ;  in  short, 
that  they  are  students :  that  they  are  phy- 

sicians now,  and  by  industry  and  perseve- 
rance in  their  profession  will  continue  to  be 

such. 

"  It  is  individual  improvement  in  profes- 
sional knowledge,  with  high  intellectual 

attainments  and  moral  worth,  that  will 
elevate  the  standing  of  our  profession,  and 
thereby  obviate  the  necessity  of  making 
stringent  ethical  rules,  which  are  seldom 
observed  except  by  men  of  high  culture  and 
strict  integrity. 
"The  greatness  of  the  number  of  the 

members  of  this  Society,  which  comprises 
the  educated  physicians  throughout  the 
State,  associated  together  for  such  com- 

mendable objects,  should  receive  a  hearty 
God-speed  from  every  individual  whose 
sense  and  sympathies  reach  the  pitiable 
condition  of  the  sick  and  the  afflicted. 

"  The  wonderful  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments made  in  the  medical  profession 

within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  encou- 
rage us  to  seek  for  further  developments. 

They  far  exceed  the  discoveries  and  im- 
provements made  in  any  other  branch  of 

science  or  the  arts,  of  which  I  cannot  speak 
in  a  short  address  of  welcome  and  encou- 
ragement. 
"When  a  comparatively  small  number  of 

men,  prepared  with  the  necessary  outfit, 
consisting  of  a  ship  well  built,  and  truly  sea- 

worthy, all  the  mathematical  and  other  in- 
struments necessary  for  scientific  investiga- 

tion, with  all  the  implements  for  offence 
and  defence,  and  all  other  necessaries  which 
good  judgment  could  point  out  or  wealth 
procure ;  when  a  band  of  heroes  thus  pre- 

pared launch  forth  on  a  voyage  of  a  few 
months  or  years,  to  explore  the  dark  and 
unknown  regions  of  a  far-off  country,  or  to add  but  an  island  of  the  hitherto  unknown 
to  their  present  possessions,  all  the  world 
are  alive  to  the  history  and  success  of  the 

enterprise.  Not  a  heart  of  the  millions  of  in- 
telligent and  educated  individuals  through- 

out the  civilized  world  but  gives  a  hearty 
response  to  the  ambition  animating  these 
bold  and  public-spirited  adventurers.  And 
yet  to  every  individual  ofv  our  race  who  has 
the  ability  to  judge  and  knowledge  to  appre- 

ciate, the  discovery  of  islands,  or  even  con- 
tinents, are  of  little  value  to  him,  compared 

with  the  personal  interests  which  he  has  at 
stake  and  depending  upon  the  successful  in- 

vestigations and  discoveries  of  that  noble 
band  of  volunteers  who  constitute  the  medi- 

cal profession,  whose  voyage  of  observation 
and  exploration  lasts  from  youth  to  old  age, 
and  whose  life-long  struggle  has  been  against 
the  enemies  of  human  life  and  human  hap- 

piness. "The  discovery  of  Edward  Jenner  is  wTorth 
more  to  the  civilized  world  to-day  than  the 
discovery  of  another  continent  as  large  and 
as  valuable  as  North  America.  This  is  but 
one  of  a  vast  number  of  which  I  might 
speak,  and  which  are  equally  valuable. 
"Do  not  falter,  then,  gentlemen;  there  is 

much  before  you.  Although  we  put  a  high 
estimate  upon  what  we  do  know,  we  should 
also  not  fail  to  put  a  proper  estimate  upon 
what  we  do  not  know,  and  which  promises 
greater  rewards  than  have  been  gained  in 
the  past.  These  rewards  are  carefully  kept 
in  store  for  those  who  will  toil  to  earn  them. 
The  hope  of  success,  the  glory  of  discovery, 
should  stimulate  exertion,  and  prompt  to 
every  method  of  research. 
"Gentlemen,  you  have  come  here  to-day 

at  the  sacrifice  of  time,  and  to  discharge  the 
duties  which  you  owe  the  medical  profession 
and  the  public  generally,  and  to  assist  us  to 
do  our  part  in  this  great  work,  for  which 
you  will  please  accept  the  kind  regards  of 
the  Venango  County  Medical  Society. 
You  are  now  in  the  oil-producing  part  of 

this  country,  and  of  the  State.  We  wall 
give  you  an  excursion  to  the  most  fanciful 
part  of  it.  Our  excursion  shall  be  directed 
to  that  which  is  the  most  accessible,  where 
you  will  be  able  to  observe  the  oil  produc- 

tion in  all  its  details.  This  great  staple  of 
western  Pennsylvania  lias  alieady  made  its 
way  to  the  shores  of  every  sea,  and  to  the 
cities  of  every  clime,  and  is  bringing  in  re- 

turn therefor  immense  wealth,  which  is 
poured  into  the  lap  of  our  common  country. 
It  bids  fair  to  exceed  in  value  all  the  gold  of 
California  and  Peru.  Although  it  is  not 
new  to  us,  or  to  the  people  of  the  last  cen- 

tury, there  are  many  new  and  highly  inter- 
esting thoughts  in  regard  to  its  formation 

and  reproduction.  Is  it  a  hydro-carbon, 
gentlemen,  and  will  nature's  great  chemical 
laboratory  reproduce  it  in  the  places  that 
are  now  being  excavated  ?  These  are  inter- 

esting points  in  the  history  of  petroleum, 
and  await  the  careful  consideration  of  those 
who  make  nature's  laws  an  object  of  careful 
study.  I  know  of  no  class  of  men  more 
competent  to  form  correct  opinions  on  this 
subject  than  the  members  of  the  medical 
profession. 
"We  hope  that  during  the  brief  period 



June  22,  1872.] Medical  Societies, 557 

which  you  will  stay  here  you  will 'enjoy 
yourselves  in  the  professional  engagements 
of  the  session,  aud  in  your  associations  with 
us ;  but  we  also  hope  that  you  will  have 
much  satisfaction  in  your  intercourse  and 
associations  with  the  people  of  this  city, 
whose  intelligence  and  hospitality  is  well 
known  and  favorably  acknowledged.  Allow 
me  again,  Mr.  President,  to  extend  to  you, 
and  to  the  members  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  all 
other  members  of  the  profession  from  other 
States  who  may  be  present,  the  kind  regards 
and  fraternal  greeting  of  the  Venango  County 
Medical  Society." 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  through 
their  Chairman,  Dr.  R.  Crawford,  then  an- 

nounced the  following  programme  : — 
Wednesday,  June  12th. — The  Society  will 

meet  at  11  A.  M.,  aud  adjourn  at  1  P.  M. 
Meet  again  at  3  P.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  5  P. 
M.  Meet  again  at  7. 3D  P.  M.,  to  hear  the 
Annual  Address  by  J.  S.  Crawford,  M.  D., 
President  of  the  Society. 
Thursday,  June  13th. — The  Society  will 

meet  at  9  A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  12  M.  Meet 
again  at  2  P.  M.,  aud  adjourn  at  5  P.  M. 
Annual  Dinner  at  the  Exchange  Hotel,  at  8 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Friday.  June  14lh.— The  Society  will  meet 
at  8  A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  9.30  A.  M.  Ex- 

cursion to  the  Reno  Oil  Field,  given  by 
Messrs.  F.  VV.  Mitchell  and  A.  A.  Plumer, 
proprietors  of  the  Exchange  Hotel,  at  10 
o'clock  A.  M. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  James  King,  of  Alle- 

ghany county,  the  citizens  of  Franklin  were 
invited  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  at  8  P. 
M.,  to  hear  the  President's  address. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Alle- 
ghany county,  the  members  of  the  Venango 

County  Medical  Society  not  delegates  were 
invited  to  seats  with  the  Society. 
The  President  appointed  the  following 

Committee  on  Business. — Drs.  Thomas  M. 
Drysdale,  Philadelphia;  S.  M.  Ross,  Mer- 

cer ;  and  T.  H.  Helsby,  Lycoming. 
The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  acting 

as  a  Committee  on  Credentials,  reported 
the  following  as  duly  accredited  delegates 
and  members: — 
Allegheny  County. — Thomas  H.  Elliott, 

James  King,  W.  F.  Knox,  J.  PI.  Legge, 
Daniel  Leasure,  J.  C.  Maggini,  A.  M.  Pol- 

lock, Thomas  W.  Shaw,  W.  L.  Simpson,  J. 
D.  Thomas,  E.  A.  Wood. 
Beaver  County. — Isaac  Winans. 
Berks  County.— Jos.  Coblentz,  A.  B.  Dun- dor. 

Blair  County. — Rowan  Clarke,  John  Fay, J.  M.  Smith. 
Bradford  County. — E.  P.  Allen,  R.  H. Ely. 
Butler  County— S.  Bredin,  W.  R.  Cowden. 
Chester  County.— W.  R.  Blakeslee,  John 

P.  Edge,  Wilmer  Worth ington 
Clarion  County— VV.  M.  Clover,  S.  D. 

Meals,  James  Ross. 
Crawford  County.— T).  Best,  J.  P.  Hassler, 

A.  O'Neill,  D.  A.  Phillips,  Thomas  J.  Young. 

Cumberland  County.—W.  W.  Dale,  Alfred 
Day,  A.  J.  Herman,  H.  Mower. 
Dauphin  County. — John  Curwen. 
Delaware  County.— J.  F.  M.  Forwood. 
Erie  County.— J.  L.  Stewart,  W.  M.  Wal- lace. 
Fayette  County.— B.  F.  Conklin. 
Indiana  County. — J.  L.  Crawford. 
Lancaster  County. — John  L.  Atlee,  S. 

Atlee  Bockius,  M.  L.  Herr,  P.  J.  Roebuck. 
Lycoming  County. — Thomas  H.  Helsby, 

Thomas  Lyons,  A.  Richter. 
Mercer  County. — T.  M.  Brown,  E.  X. 

Geibner. 
Montgomery  County. — Joseph  W.  Ander- 

son, VVm.  Corson,  David  Schrack,  Jr. 
Northampton  County. — Traill  Green. 
Philadelphia  County. — W.  L.  Atlee,  L.  S. 

Bolles,  F.  J.  Buck,  J.  S.  Eshleman,  Win. 
Lyons,  J.  H.  Smaltz. 

Schuylkill  County. — E.  PI.  Kistler. 
Susquehanna  County. — S.  W.  Dayton. 
Tioga  County. — D.  Bacon,  Charles  W. 

Brown,  James  Master. 
Venango  County. — R.  Crawford,  T.  W. 

Egbert,  John  B.  Glenn,  W.  W.  Powell,  W. 
S.  Welsh. 

Warren  County. — C.  H.  Smith,  A.  M. 
Straight. 

Washington  County. — Franklin  P.  Scott. 
Ex-ojficio  Delegates. — Vice  President — B. 

Gillett.  Recording  Secretaries— F.  F/Davis, 
S.  G.  Snowden.  Permanent  Secretary — Wm. 
B.  Atkinson. 
Permanent  Members. — Venango  County, 

B.  F.  Hamilton,  W.  Varian,  T.  F.  Oakts, 
G.  W.  Barr,  J.  R.  Arter,  W.  Lowrie  Whann  ; 
Warren  County,  A.  C.  Blodget,  H.  L.  Bar- 

tholomew ;  Crawford  County,  John  T.  Ray  ; 
Mercer  County,  J.  B.  Livingston,  B.  E. 
Mossman,  S.  M.  Ross  ;  Blair  County,  Wm. 
R.  Findley;  Clarion  County,  J.  F.  Ross; 
Butler  County,  G.  W.  Coulter. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Snowden,  of  "Ve- nango, the  members  of  all  County  Medical 

Societies  were  invited  to  seats. 
Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 

mittee on  Registration  of  Births,  Marriages 
and  Deaths,  read  his  report. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Wood,  of  Alle- 

gheny, the  report  was  accepted. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  offered  some 

amendments  to  the  report,  which  were  not 
adopted. 
Pending  further  action  on  the  report,  the 

Society  adjourned  until  3  P.  M. 
Afternoon  Session. 

3  P.  M.    The  President  in  the  chair. 
The  Permanent  Secretary  having  now 

arrived,  read  the  minutes  of  the  morning 
session,  which,  on  motion,  were  adopted. 
The  Committee  on  Business  reported  as 

follows: 
Your  Committee  reports  the  following 

items  for  your  action  : — 
1st.  Report  of  Committee  on  Opium  and 

Alcoholic  Intoxicants,  to  make  a  report  at 
this  meeting.  Dr.  Parrish,  of  Delaware, 
chairman. 
2d.  Motion  in  regard  to  registration  of 
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births,  marriages  and  deaths.  Dr.  Daly,  of 
Allegheny,  chairman. 

3d.  Amendment  of  constitution,  offered  by 
Dr.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia:  "  That  a  change 
of  residence  of  a  permanent  member  of  this 
Society,  in  good  standing,  and  of  advanced 
age,  shall  not  vitiate  his  membership  of  this 
body,  but  that  he  shall  be  entitled  to  hold 
his  seat  as  if  no  such  change  had  taken 

place." 4th.  Committee  on  Compulsory  Vaccina- 
tion.   Dr.  Curvven,  of  Dauphin,  chairman. 

5th.  Amendment  to  the  constitution,  of- 
fered by  Dr.  Stettler,  of  Philadelphia  :  "In- 

sert after  '  permanent  members,'  in  Art.  V, 
Sect.  9,  last  line  but  one,  '  or  delegate  ex- 

officio.11 6th.  Resolution  by  Dr.  Curwen,  of  Dau- 
phin. 

7th.  Resolution  by  Dr.  Bolles,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

8th.  Address  on  Medicine,  Surgery  and 
Obstetrics.    Resolution  of  Dr.  Gross. 

9th.  Report  of  Standing  Committee — Art. 
Ill,  Sect.  5,  of  By  Laws. 

10th.  Resolution  of  Dr.  William  H.  Pan- 
coast,  of  Philadelphia,  calling  for  scientific 
papers  furnished  by  county  societies. 

T.'M.  Drysdaee, 
'     S.  M.  Ross, 

Thos.  H.  Helsby. 

The  Report  on  Registration  of  Births, 
Marriages,  and  Deaths,  was  called  up,  and 
read  by  the  Permanent  Secretary.  After 
some  discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  W.  Worth- 
ington,  of  Chester  county,  the  report  was 
recommitted  to  the  committee,  with  instruc- 

tions for  them  to  report  to-morrow,  and  the 
President  was  requested  to  add  new  mem- 

bers to  the  committee,  to  take  the  place  of 
those  absent  and  to  enlarge  it.  Committee — 
Drs.  A.  M.  Pollock,  Allegheny;  W.  Worth- 
ington,  Chester;  W.  L.  Atiee,  Philadelphia ; 
W.  M.  Wallace,  Erie;  L.  S.  Bolles,  Phila- 

delphia; B.  Gillett,  Venango;  I.  Winans, 
Beaver ;  .1.  Ross,  Clarion ;  J.  L.  Stewart, 
Erie;  T.  H.  Elliott,  Allegheny  ;  James  King, 
Allegheny  ;  and  Thomas  Lyons,  Lycoming. 

The  amendment  to  the  constitution  offered 
last  year  by  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  Philadelphia, 
(see  page  239,  vol.  1871)  being  next  in  order, 
on  motion  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  Cumberland, 
the  words,  "and  of  advanced  age,"  were 
stricken  out.  The  question  was  then  put 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  thus 
amended,  and  it  was  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Compul- 
sory Vaccination  was  called  for,  when,  on 

motion  of  the  chairman,  Dr.  John  Curwen, 
the  committee  was  continued,  and  the  name 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
substituted  for  that  of  Dr.  John  Curwen. 

The  amendment  to  the  constitution  offered 
by  Dr.  J.  G.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia  (see  page 
240,  vol.  1871),  was  called  up  and  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  more  than  two-thirds  of  those 
present. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  John  Curwen,  of  Dau- 

phin, it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers of  this  Society  be  appointed  to  prepare 

a  memorial  to  the  Legislature  in  favor  of  the 
erection  of  a  Hospital  for  the  Insane  for  the 
counties  of  Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Ve- 

nango, Warren,  McKean,  Elk,  Forest, 
Cameron,  and  Clarion,  and  to  press  upon 
them  the  urgent  necessity  of  such  an  insti- tution. 
Committee: — Dauphin,  Dr.  John  Curwen; 

Clarion,  Dr.  James  Ross  ;  Erie,  Dr.  W.  L. 
Stewart;  Venango,  Dr.  F.  F.  Davis;  Craw- 

ford, Dr.  W.  Varian. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  L.'S.  Bollei,  of  Phila- delphia, the  following  was  unanimously 

adopted : — Whereas,  The  following  named  County 
Societies,  viz.,  Armstrong,  Carbon,  Hun- 

tingdon, Lawrence,  Lebanon,  Mifflin,  York, 
and  Wayne,  annually  appear  in  the  Treasu- 

rer's report  as  in  arrears,  for  periods  ranging from  five  to  twenty  years  ;  and 

Whereas,  There' is  reason  to  believe  that each  one  of  these  organizations  is  virtually 
if  not  absolutely  extinct:  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  above-named  Societies 
"be  declared  dissolved  for  non-payment  of 
dues,"  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  this 
Society  in  the  case  of  the  old  Mercer  County 
Society,  at  the  session  held  at  Pittsburg, 
June,  1867. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bolles,  it  was 
Besolved,  That  in  the  future,  whenever 

any  County  Society  shall  remain  in  arrears 
of  dues  for  a  period  of  four  or  more  years, 
such  Society  shall  be  declared  dissolved  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  and  shall  n:>t  be  en- 

titled to  any  representation  in  the  State Society. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  a  commu- 
nication from  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  chairman  of 

a  committee  appointed  by  the  American 
Medical  Association  to  memorialize  State 
Medical  Societies  on  the  subject  of  Medical 
Education.  On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  B.  At- 

kinson, of  Philadelphia,  the  communica- tion was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
members,  to  report  at  this  session.  Com- 

mittee— Drs.  Traill  Green,  Northampton; 
D.  Leasure,  Allegheny ;  and  W.  Worthing- 
ton,  Chester. 

The  folio  wing  report  from  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  wTas  read,  and,  on  motion,  was 

received,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 

minutes : — 
Philadelphia,  June  10,  1872. 

To  the  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania: — The  Corres- 

ponding Secretary  would  respectfully  report 
that  he  received  the  report  of  the  Censors  of 
the  Third  and  Fourth  Districts  in  reference 
to  "the  appeal  of  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley  from 
the  action  of  the  Blair  County  Medical  So- 

ciety."     Very  respectfully, Laurence  Tuenbull. 
After  some  discussion,  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  of 

Cumberland,  offered  the  following,  which 
was  not  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Censors 
of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Districts  be  re- 
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ferred  to  a  committee,  to  report  at  the  pre- 
sent meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Alle- 
gheny, it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Censors 
on  the  appeal  of  Dr.  William  R.  Findley 
fiom  the  Biair  County  Medical  Society,  as  it 
appears  on  pages  18  and  19  of  the  published 
transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  A.  D.  1870,  together 
with  the  rulings  of  Dr.  Wallace,  President 
of  said  Society,  A.  D.  1870,  and  of  Professor 
Gross,  President  of  said  Society,  A.  D.,  1871, 
be  and  are  hereby  sustained,  and  declared 
valid  and  final,  and  as  establishing  the  good 
standing  of  the  said  Dr.  William  R.  Find- 
ley  in  the  Blair  County  Medical  Society. — 
Ayes  87,  Nays  6. 

Dr.  F.  F.  Davis,  on  behalf  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Credentials,  asked  that  a  committee 

be  appointed  to  investigate  the  Case  of  Dr. 
N.  M.  Perry,  of  Tioga  county. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet 
at  8  P.  M. 

Evening  Session. 

8  P.  M.  Dr.  Wilmer  Worthington,  Ex- 
President  of  the  Society,  was  requested  to 
preside. 

The  President,  Dr.  J.  S.  Crawford,  then 
read  the  annual  address. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancas- 

ter, the  thanks  of  the  Society  wTere  tendered 
to  the  President  for  his  able  address,  and  a 
copy  was  requested  for  publication. 

The  following  were  announced  as  consti- 
tuting the  Committee  on  Nominations  : 

Allegheny,  E.  A  Wood;  Beaver,  Isaac 
Wrinans ;  Berks,  J.  Coblentz  ;  Blair,  J.  M. 
Smith;  Bradford,  R.  H.  Ely;  Butler,  W. 
R.  Cowden  ;  Chester,  J.  P.  Edge;  Clarion, 
James  Ross ;  Crawford,  T.  J.  Young  ;  Cum- 

berland, W.  W.  Dale;  Delaware,  J.  F.  M. 
Forwood ;  Dauphin,  John  Curwen  ;  Erie, 
J.  L.  Stewart;  Fayette,  B.  F.  Conklin;  In- 

diana, J.  L.  Crawford  ;  Lancaster,  John  L. 
Atlee ;  Lycoming,  T.  PL  Helsby ;  Mercer, 
F.  X.  Geibner  ;  Northampton,  Traill  Green  ; 
Philadelphia,  L.  S.  Boiies ;  Schuylkill,  E. 
H.  Kistler;  Susquehanna,  S.  W.  Dayton; 
Tioga,  C.  W.  Brown  ;  Venango,  R.  Craw- 

ford ;  Washington,  F.  P.  Scott; 
The  committee  was  requested  to  assemble 

immediately  in  the  Registration  room. 
On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until 

Thursday  at  9  A.  M. 
Thursday. 

9  A.  M.    President  in  the  chair. 
Minutes  of  Wednesday's  session  read  and 

approved. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 

communication  on  Medical  Education  re- 
ported by  their  chairman,  Dr.  Leasure,  as 

follows : 
Your  committee  have  carefully  read  and 

freely  discussed  the  report  of  the  "Committee on  Medical  Education  appointed  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Ameriean.Medical  Asso- 

ciation, May,  18G9,  and  respectfully  report, 
that  while  there  are  many  excellent  sugges- 

tions in  the  report,  we  believe  that  under  the 
existing  laws  of  the  several  States,  granting 
charters  to  medical  schools,  they  are  entirely 
impracticable,  so  far  as  State  and  County 
Societies  are  concerned,  but  we  respectfully 
recommend  that  preceptors  exercise  a  rigid 
supervision  over  the  preliminary  education 
of  young  men  presenting  themselves  as  can- 

didates for  a  professional  education. 
Daniel  Leasure,  M.  D., 
Traill  Green,  M.  D., 
Wilmer  Worthington,  M.  D. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  the  report 
was  received,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

Dr.  L.  S.  Bolles,  on  behalf  of  the  Treasurer 
(absent  by  sickness),  read  his  report,  which, 
on  motion,  was  received,  and  referred  to  an 
Auditing  Committee.  Auditors  :— Drs.  E. 
P.  Allen,  Bradford  ;  J,  L.  Atlee,  Lancaster; 
Thomas  Lyons,  Lycoming. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  D.  Leasure,  Allegheny, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  earnestly  re- 
commends to  county  societies  the  propriety 

of  fixing  in  their  fee  bills  the  amount  of 
compensation  to  be  allowed  to  medical  ex- 

perts for  testifying  before  courts  of  justice. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Publica- 

tion was  read,  and,  on  motion,  the  report 
was  received,  and  the  recommendation 
adopted. 

Philadelphia,  June  1,  1872. 
The  Committee  of  Publication  would  re- 

spectfully report  that  they  have  had  printed 
of  the  11  Transactions"  for  1871  eleven  hun- 

dred copies,  at  an  expense  of  $10u6.45.  Of 
ese  there  were  distributed 
To  County  Societies  1054 

Medical  Journals   19 
Representatives  from  other  State 
Societies   2 

J.  B.  Uilesperger,  M.  D.,  Munich, 
Bavaria   2 

Remaining  on  hand   23 
1x00 

As  the  volumes  of  "Transactions",  now 
uniformly  bound,  as  per  resolution  of  1870, 
number  in  all  eight  volumes,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  issue  ;  and,  whereas 

of  late  years  the  volumes  have  been  desig-' 
nated  by  series  and  parts,  which,  if  con- 

tinued for  any  length  of  time,  becomes  con- 
fusing, the  Committee  of  Publication  would 

respectfully  suggest  that  when  the  pages  of 
the"  Transactions"  of  future  volumes  shall 
have  reached  500,  the  constitutional  pro- 

vision for  a  new  volume,  it  shall  be  entitled 
Vol.  IX,  year  1872  ;  and  that  all  subsequent 
volumes  shall  follow  and  conform  with  same 
order  of  arrangement. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
A.  H.  Fish,  Chairman, 
Laurence  Turnbull, 
Wm.  B.  Atkinson, 
Winthrop  Sargent, 
Wm.  II.  Pancoast, 
L.  S.  Bolles. 

The  Committee  on  Registration  presented 
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their  report,  with  an  act  to  be  presented  to 
the  Legislature. 
On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and 

the  committee  discharged. 
The  committee  appointed  to  investigate 

the  case  of  Dr.  Perry,  offered  the  following 
report : 
The  committee  appointed  to  investigate 

the  standing  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Perry,  a  delegale 
accredited  from  Tioga  county,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  his  professional  character  is  un- 

questioned ;  but,  inasmuch  as  Dr.  Perry  is  a 
member  of  a  society  in  an  adjoining  county 
and  an  adjoining  (State,  he  is  constitution- 

ally ineligible  a  a  del  gate  from  Tioga 
county. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Perry  be  invited  to 
take  a  seat  in  the  Association  and  partici- 

pate in  its  discussions. 
[Signed]      Washington  L.  Atlee, 

John  Curwen. 
Franklin,  June  19,  1872. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received,  and 
the  resolution  unanimously  adopted. 
The  Address  on  Medicine  having  been 

calle  for,  Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace,  oi  Eue,  asked 
to  be  excused,  for  want  of  time  to  prepare 
the  address. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Wallace  was  excused. 
Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Allegheny,  who  was 

to  read  the  Address  on  Surgery,  was  reported 
very  ill. 

Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia, 
then  read  the  Address  on  Obstetrics. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley,  of  Blair, 
the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  presented  to 
Dr.  Atlee  for  his  valuable  and  instructive 
address. 
On  motion,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Publication. 
Dr.  John  Curwen,  of  Dauphin,  offered  the 

following : — 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be 

appointed  to  revise  the  Censorial  districts, 
and  to  take  into  consideration  all  matters 
appertaining  to  the  duties  of  the  Censors, 
and  report  to  •  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Society. 

Dr.  D.  Leasure  moved  to  amend  as  follows : 
That  a  committee  of  three  be  appo  nted  to 

revise  Article  9  of  the  Constitution  and  Arti- 
cle 4  of  the  By-Laws  relating  to  Cemorial 

districts,  and  define  distinctly  the  duties  of 
Censors. 
The  amendment  was  accepted  by  Dr.  Cur- 

wen and  the  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
Committee — Drs.  D.  Leasure,  Allegheny  ; 

John  Curwen,  Dauphin  ;  Wilmer  Worthing- 
ton,  Chester. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  D.  Bacon,  of  Tioga, 

the  following  was  unanimously  adopted : — 
Whereas,  It  is  alleged  that  Tioga  County 

Medical  Society  has  several  members,  and 
are  still  admitting  physicians  whose  qualifi- cations are  not  such  as  the  Constitution  of 
this  Society  requires  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Censors  of  that  dis- 
trict be  directed  to  investigate  and  report  at 

next  year's  meeting. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  then  read  the 
following  communications : — 

Lancaster,  June  7, 1872. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Medical 

Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  :— -Gen- 
tlemen— We  the  undersigned,  members  of 

the  Lancaster  County  Medical  Society,  do 
respectfully  petition  the  State  Medical  So- 

ciety to  institute  proceedings  whereby  Dr. 
F.  Hinkle  can  have  restored  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  an  honorable  member  of  this 
Society.  F.  G.  Albright,  M.  D., 

A.  J.  Herb,  M.  D., 
George  A.  King,  M.  D., 
George  J.  Hoover,  M.  D.} 
Henry  S.  Trout,  M.  D. 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania^  in  session  at  Franklin  : — At 
the  last  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  in 
June  last,  the  Censors  of  the  First  District, 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Ehler's  appeal  from  the 
action  of  the  Lancaster  County  Medical  So- 

ciety expelling  him  from  said  Society,  read 
their  report,  condemning  the  action  of  said 
Society,  and  restoring  Dr.  Ehier  to  member- 

ship. This  was  signed  by  all  the  Censors 
constituting  the  acting  Board  at  that  time, 
namely,  Drs.  Corson,  Ash,  and  Rutherford. 
That  this  settled  the  case,  and  made  Dr. 
Ehier  a  full  member  of  that  Society,  allow 
us  to  show  by  the  Constitution,  and  by  es- 

tablished precedents  and  decisions  of  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  State  Society  :  In  sec- 

tion 5,  Article  5,  of  the  Constitution  it  is  de- 
clared that  "  in  case  of  an  appeal  of  a  mem- 

ber of  a  County  Society  from  action  of  said 
County  Society  by  which  a  member  has 
been  expelled,  that  the  decision  of  the  Cen- 

sors shall  be  final.11 Again  :  in  the  appeal  of  Dr.  Findley  from 
the  action  of  the  Blair  County  Medical  So- 

ciety, when  the  report  of  the  Censors  was 
read  before  the  State  Medical  Society,  held 
in  Philadelphia  in  June,  1870,  the  President, 
Dr.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  announced  that  "  the action  of  the  Censors  was  final,  and  hence 
did  not  require  action  by  the  State  Society." 
(See  page  19,  "  Transactions  of  1870.") At  the  same  meeting,  when  Dr.  James 
Carpenter,  of  Schuylkill  county,  rose  to  an 
explanation  in  relation  to  the  report  of  the 
Censors  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Haiberstadt's 
appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Schuylkill 
County  Medical  Society,  the  President  de- 

cided "  all  debate  on  the  subject  out  of  order, 
as  the  decision  of  the  Censors  in  the  case  was 
final.11  (Seepage28,  "Transactions  of  1870.") In  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Dr.  Ehier 
from  the  action  of  the  Lancaster  County 
Medical  Society,  the  report  made  by  the 
Censors  to  the  State  Society  was  not  offered 
to  the  Society  for  its  sanction,  but  to  inform 
it  of  the  doings  of  the  Censors  during  the 
preceding  year.  And  although  the  Society 
did,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  formally 
accept  the  report  and  endorse  the  action  of 
the  Censors  in  restoring  Dr.  Ehier  to  full 
membership  in  Lancaster  County  Medical 
Society,  its  action  was  not  necessary  in  the 
case,  and  imposed  no  additional  obligation 
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on  the  County  Society  to  that  already  placed 
upon  it  by  the  Board  of  Censors. 
Again  :  at  the  meeting  at  Williarnsport 

last  year,  when  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
had  read  the  report  of  the  Censors  in  rela- 

tion to  the  difficulties  in  the  Berks  County 
Medical  Society,  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley  "ob- 

jected to  a  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject, as  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Censors 

was  final.'7  "The  President  (Professor 
Gross)  decided  the  point  of  order  as  well 
taken  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Worthington, 
of  Chester,  the  report  of  the  Board  was  ap- 

proved." (See  page  227,  "  Transactions  for 
1871.") 
From  the  above  statement  it  is  quite  plain 

that  when  the  Censors  had  made  their 
report  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Ehler's  appeal,  and 
had  by  it  restored  him  to  membership,  the 
case  was  no  longer  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  State  Society,  and  said  Society  could 
not  therefore  "refer  it  again  to  the  Censors 
for  further  adjudication,"  as  was  attempted 
by  motion  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee.  As  Dr.  H.  St. 
Clair  Ash  has  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Board,  and  cannot  therefore  join  with  us  in 
this  report,  it  remains  for  the  undersigned 
to  respectfully  offer  the  above  to  the  Society 
as  our  justification  for  not  taking  further 
action  in  the  case  referred  to,  and  lor  declar- 

ing that,  by  action  had  in  accordance  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  State  Society,  Dr.  J. 
Augustus  Ehler  has  been  restored  to  full 
membership  in  the  Lancaster  County  Medi- 

cal Society. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Hiram  Corson, 
Wm.  W.  Rutherford. 

To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, convened  at  Franklin,  Pa.: — 

Whereas,  At  the  meeting  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  held  at  Williarnsport  last 
June,  the  Censors  of  the  First  District  read 
their  report  in  the  case  of  the  Appeal  of  Dr. 
J.  Aug.  Ehler  from  the  action  ot  the  Lan- 

caster County  Medical  Society,  which  re- 
port was  by  a  full  vote  accepted  by  the 

Society  ;  and 
Whereas,  The  Committee  of  Publication 

from  some  cause  omitted  to  publish  said  re- 
port and  the  action  had  upon  it,  in  the 

*'  Transactions  of  the  State  Society,"  thus 
making  an  imperfect  record  of  the  proceed- 

ings, and  doing  injustice  to  those  concerned 
in  .  the  case,  by  making  it  appear  that  the 
report  had  not  been  received  by  the  Society, 
and  also  by  thus  preventing  the  decision  of 
the  Censors  from  becoming  widely  known; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  report  and  the  action 
had  upon  it  t.e  published  with  the  "  Trans- 

actions of  this  meeting  of  the  Society.  We 
ask  this  of  the  Society  as  a  matter  of  justice. 

Respectfully, 
Hiram  Cokson, 
Wm.  W.  Rutherford.  ; 

Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  replied 
at  some  length,  giving  a  history  of  the  whole  1 case. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  James  King,  of  Alle- 
gheny, it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  Thai  the  whole  action  of  the 
Lancaster  County  Medical.  Society  in  the 
matter  of  the  expulsion  of  Drs.  Hinkle  and 
Ehler  be  approved. 

Reports  of  County  Societies  having  been 
called  for,  reports  were  received,  and,  on 
motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publi- 

cation from  the  following  societies,  viz.:— 
Allegheny,  Beaver,  Bradford,  Butler,  Craw- 

ford, Cumberland,  Delaware,. Erie,  Indiana, 
Lycoming,  Lancaster,  Mercer,  Montgomery, 
Northampton,  Philadelphia,  Schuylkill, Tioga. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until  3 P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. 

President  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were 

read  and  approved. 
The  Standing  Committee  reported  that  no 

papers  had  been  offered  them. 
A  bill  for  stationery,  Janitor,  etc.,  for 

$25.70,  was  presented  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 
The  Committe  on  Nominations,  through 

Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  reported  as  follows  : — 
President— Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Alle- 

gheny Co. Vice  Presidents. — Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  of 
Philadelphia;  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  of  Cumber- 

land Co. ;  Dr.  R.  Crawford,  of  Venango  Co. ; 
Dr.  J.  T.  Ray,  of  Crawford  Co. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — Dr.  T.  M.  Drys- 
dale,  of  Philadelphia. 
Permanent  Secretary. — Dr.  Wm.  B.  At- 

kinson, of  Philadelphia. 
Recording  Secretary. — Dr.  S.  B.  Kieffer, of  Cumberland  County. 
Treasurer. — Dr.  L.  S.  Bolles,  of  Philadel- 

phia. 
Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 

ciation.— Dr.  J.  F.  M.  Forwood,  of  Delaware 
Co. ;  Dr.  James  Ross,  of  Clarion  Co.  ;  Dr. 
James  L.  Stewart,  of  Erie  Co. ;  Dr.  J.  L. 
Crawford,  of  Indiana  Co. ;  Dr.  R.  Crawford, 
of  Venango  Co. ;  Dr.  T.  J.  Young,  of  Craw- 

ford Co. ;  Dr.  S.  W.  Dayton,  of  Susque- 
hanna Co. ;  Dr.  James  King,  of  Allegheny 

Co.;  Dr.  J.  H.  Smaltz,  of  Philadelphia  Co. 
Censo?%s — First  District. — Dr.  Hiram  Cor- 

son, Montgomery  Co.  ;  Dr.  W.  VV.  Ruther- 
ford, Dauphin  Co. ;  Dr.  VV.  Murray  Weid- 

man,  Berks  Co. ;  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Pancoast, 
Philadelphia  Co.;  Dr.  Henry  Carpenter,  Lan- 

caster Co. 
Censors — SecondDistr  ict— Dr.  E.  P.  Allen, 

Bradford  Co.;  Dr.  W.  H.  McGill,  Colum- 
bia and  Montour  Cos. ;  Dr.  Frederick  Corss, 

Luzerne  Co.;  Dr.  C.  C.  Halsey,  Susquehanna 
Co. ;  Dr.  P.  B.  Breinig,  Northampton  Co. 

Censors — Third  and  Fourth  Districts.— Dr. 
S.  B.  Kieffer,  Cumberland  Co.  ;  Dr.  W.  R. 
Hull,  Lycoming  Co. ;  Dr.  J.  Montgomery, 
Franklin  Co.;  Dr.  J.  M.  Gemmill,  Blair 
Co. ;  Dr.  Joseph  Swartz,  Perry  Co. 

Censors— Fifth  District— Dr.  W.  S.  Husel- 
ton,  Allegheny  Co. ;  Dr.  G.  W.  Coulter,  But- ler Co. ;  Dr.  W.  S.  Duncan,  Fayette  Co.; 
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Dr.  W.  J.  Lancfitt,  Beaver  Co. ;  Dr.  Wm. 
Anderson,  Indiana  Co. 

Censors— Sixth  District.— Dr.  W.  M.  Wal- 
lace, Erie  Cu.  ;  Dr.  S.  M.  Ross,  Mercer  Co. ; 

Dr.  S.  G.  Snowden,  Venango  Co. ;  Dr.  J.  C. 
Cotton,  Crawford  Co.  ;  Dr.  James  Ross, 
Clarion  Co. 

Place  of  Meeting. — Carlisle. 
Committee  of  Arrangements.— -Dr.  S.  B. 

Kieffer,  Cumberland  Co. ;  Dr.  J.  J.  Zitzer, 
do. ;  Dr.  S.  P.  Ziegler,  do. ;  Dr.  Henry 
Mower,  do. ;  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  do. 
Committee  of  Publication. — Dr.  Wm.  B. 

Atkinson,  Chairman,  Philadelphia;  Dr  L.. 
S.  Bolles,  do. ;  Dr.  A.  H.  Fish,  do. ;  Dr.  R. 
J.  Dunglison,  do. ;  Dr.  Benj.  Lee,  do. ;  Dr. 
T.  M.  Drysdale,  do. ;  Dr.  F.  F.  Davis,  Ve- 

nango Co. 
Delegates  to  the  New  Jersey  Medical  So- 

ciety.—Dr.  J.  P.  Edge,  Delaware  (Jo.  ;  Dr. 
John  Curwen,  Dauphin  Co. ;  Dr.  F.  J.  Buck, 
Philadelphia. 

Delegates  to  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Society.— Dr.  R.  H.  Ely,  Bradiord  Co.  ;  Dr. 
Geo.  W.  Barr,  Crawford  Co.  ;  Dr.  J.  S. 
Eshleman,  Philadelphia. 

Delegates  to  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society. 
—Dr.  J.  L.  Stewart,  Erie  Co. ;  Dr.  Wm.  Va- 
rian,  Crawford  Co.;  Dr.  J.  L.  Crawford,  In- diana Co. 

Delegates  to  the  Delaware  State  Medical 
Society.— Dr.  J.  F.  M.  Forwood,  Delaware 
Co. ;  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  Cumberland  Co. ;  Dr. 
W.  Worth ington,  Chester  Co. 

Delegates  to  the  West  Virginia  Medical 
Society.— Dr.  T.  M.  Shaw,  Allegheny  Co.  ; 
Dr.  F.  P.  Scott,  Washington  Co. ;  Dr.  B.  F. 
Conklin,  Fayette  Co. 

Time  of  Meeting.— Second  Wednesday  of 
June,  1873. 
On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and 

the  officers  thus  named  unanimously  eh  cted. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Ross,  Dr.  Ax  tell,  of 

Georgetown,  was  invited  to  a  seat  with  the 
Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace,  of  Erie, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Regis- 
tration be  requested  to  present  the  draft  of 

the  bill  on  Registration  to  the  coming  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  with  a  memorial 

advising  its  enactment. 
The  President  appointed  Dr.  D.  Leasure, 

of  Allegheny,  to  prepare  the  address  on 
Practice  of  Medicine;  Dr.  Wm.  Goodell,  of 
Philadelphia,  that  on  Obstetrics,  and  Dr. 
John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  that  on  Sur- 

gery, for  1873. 
Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia, 

then  exhibited  an  ovarian  tumor,  and  ex- 
plained its  peculiarities,  etc. 

Remarks  on  the  same  subject  were  made 
by  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  F.  J.  Buck,  inasmuch  as 
Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock  was  too  ill  io  present  his 
address  on  Surgery,  the  paper  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  F.  F.  Davis,  of  Venango, 
the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  presented  to 
Dr.  Atlee  for  his  interesting  lecture  on  Ova- 

rian Tumors. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  B.  Gillett,  of  Venango, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Medical  Society  are  specially 

due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  office)  s 
of  the  Allegheny  Valley,  Oil  Creek  and  Al- 

legheny River,  Jamestown  and  Franklin, 
and  to  the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Rail- 

roads for  giving  commutation  of  fare  to  the 
delegates  and  members  of  the  State  Society 
in  attending  the  annual  session  held  in 
Franklin  ;  and  also  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Venango  County  for  the  use  of  the  Court 
House. 
On  motion  of  Ds.  J.  L.  Stewart,  of  Erie,  it 

was  unanimously 
Pesolved,  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this 

Society  are  hereby  returned  to  Dr.  A.  H. 
Fish,  late  Treasurer,  for  the  efficient  and 
faithful  manner  in  which  he  has  managed 
the  finances  of  the  Society  during  his  term 
of  office  ;  and  that  the  regrets  of  the  Society 
are  also  expressed  at  the  unavoidable  loss  of 
his  valuable  services. 
On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until 

Friday  at  8  A.  M. 
Friday. 

8  A.  M.  Vice  President  Dr.  H.  De  La 
Cossett  in  the  chair. 
The  minutes  of  the  session  of  Thursday 

afternoon  were  read  and  approved. 
Dr.  E.  P.  Allen,  of  Bradford,  presented 

the  following  report,  as  delegate  to  the  Isew 
York  State  Medical  Society. 

To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 

vania : — The  undersigned,  delegate  of  this  Society 
to  the  Medical  Society  ot  the  State  of  New 
York,  would  most  respectfully  say,  that  he 
visited  the  Society  which ,inet  in  Albany  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  February  last,  and  con- 

tinued its  session  three  days.  We  were 
introduced  to  the  Society,  and  invited  to 
participate  in  their  deliberations.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended,  and  a  large 
number  of  able  and  interesting  papers  read 
and  listened  to  with  great  interest.  Very 
little  time  of  the  Society  was  occupied  in 
the  transaction  of  legislative  business,  thus 
giving  a  greater  amount  of  time  to  the  read- 

ing and  discussing  of  subjects  pertaining  to 
the  literature  of  the  profession.  In  this  re- 

spect your  delegate  thought  our  Society would  do  well  to  imitate. 
One  or  two  attempts  were  made  by  a  few 

members  who  seemed  to  feel  very  charitable 
towards  irregular  practitioners,  to  extend 
the  courtesies  of  the  profession  to  them, 
which  were  promptly  disposed  of  in  a  credi- table manner  to  the  profession. 
We  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  it  has 

been  our  good  fortune  to  have  met  this  So- 
ciety on  two  other  occasions  of  their  annual 

meeting,  and  noticed  an  increased  zeal  in 
the  cultivation  and  promotion  of  our  pro- fession. E.  P.  Allen. 
The  President,  Dr.  J.  S.  Crawford,  now 

entered  and  assumed  his  office. 
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The  President  appointed  Drs.  H.  De  La 
Cossett  and  B.  Gillettto  conduct  the  First 
Vice  President,  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  to  the 
chair,  the  President  elect,  Dr.  A.  M.  Pol- 

lock, being  still  too  ill  to  be  present.  Dr. 
Atlee,  on  taking  the  chair,  made  a  few 

appropriate  remarks,  and  was  followed  by 
Dr.  R.  Crawford,  Second  Vice  President. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  approved. 
On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet 

at  Carlisle,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
June,  1873,  at  11  A.  M. 

Editorial  Department. 

Periscope. 

Healing  of  Wounds  and  Ulcers  by  a  New 
Method. 

Dr.  -James  Braithwaite,  M.  D.,  Leeds, 
Editor  of  Braithwaite 's  Annual  Retrospect 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  writes  to  the  Bri- 

tish Medical  Journal : — 
The  application  of  an  aqueous  solution  of 

carbolic  acid  (one  drachm  to  eight  ounces  of 
waterj  to  an  ill  conditioned  ulcer,  cleans  it 
from  all  purulent  matter,  and  causes  it  to 
assume  a  nealthy  red  appearance,  with  each 
granulation  distinctly  visible.  If  a  wound 
in  this  state  be  freely  exposed  to  warm  dry 
air  for  some  hours,  it  becomes  glazed  and 
dried  on  the  surface,  it  becomes  covered  by 
what  is  practically  an  impervious  transpa- 

rent membrane,  closely  applied  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  granulations,  and  exercising  a 

certain  amount  of  mechanical  pressure  upon 
them.  In  many  cases  no  matter  forms  un- 

derneath this  membrane,  and  cicatrization 
goes  on  underneath  it  with  great  rapidity. 
In  time,  the  membrane  assumes  the  appear- 

ance of  a  thin  dry  scab  and  drops  off'.  If matter  form  under  the  membrane,  it  is  at 
once  visible  through  it;  the  lotion  should 
then  be  reapplied,  and  the  wound  dried  by 
exposure,  as  beiore.  Immediately  this  is 
done,  the  inflamed  edges  of  the  uicer  com- 

mence to  pale  in  color,  and  in  twenty-four 
to  thirty-lour  hours  have  nearly  the  tint  of natural  skin. 

This  treatment  is  especially  of  value  in 
the  cure  of  ulcers  on  the  leg,  as  no  confine- 

ment to  bed  is  necessary ;  and  what  is  re- 
quired in  the  application  of  the  lotion  and 

subsequent  drying  can  be  done  in  the  even- 
ing, auer  the  conclusion  of  the  day's  work. 

The  first  case  in  which  1  tried  this  plan 
was  that  of  Godfrey  S.  He  had  been  thrown 
off  his  ordinary  business  twice,  for  a  period 
of  four  to  six  weeks,  with  an  ulcer  on  the 
shin  of  the  right  leg.  It  healed  the  first 
time ;  but  on  the  second  occasion  it  resisted 
all  treatment,  although  he  laid  in  bed  two 
weeks.  I  then  tried  the  plan  recommended, 
and  he  returned  to  work  in  a  week.  Of 
course,  the  wound  was  unhealed,  but  it  was 
covered  with  a  firm  scale.    This  dropped  off  | 

many  weeks  afterwards,  leaving  a  healthy 
cicatrized  surface. 
Another  case  was  that  of  John  M.,  a  hair- 

dresser, accustomed  to  be  on  his  feet  all  day. 
The  lower  half  of  his  left  leg  anteriorly  was 
one  mass  of  inflammation  and  deep  ulcers, 
secreting  unhealthy  pus,  and  with  irregular 
edges.  This  was  cured  by  this  plan  alone, 
thanks  to  his  own  intelligence  and  care, 
without  his  being  one  day  off  his  work. 

I  have  tried  this  plan  in  numerous  cases 
of  small  wounds,  but  do  not  think  it  appli- 

cable for  sores  of  large  size— say  six  or  seven 
inches  across — from  a  scald.  I  have  met 
with  one  case  which  defied  this  plan  of 
treatment.  It  was  a  chilblain  on  the  foot 
of  a  very  strumous  child,  just  returned  from 
India.  iShe  had  at  the  same  time  pemphigus 
on  the  back  of  both  hands.  The  profuse 
suppuration  was  too  much  for  the  mechani- 

cal pressure  of  the  membrane  to  check  it; 
and  although  cleaned,  dried,  and  glazed  re- 

peatedly, pus  always  formed  underneath. 
I  at  last  simply  dressed  it  with  spermaceti 
ointment,  and  it  healed  by  contraction  in 
about  two  months.  Of  course,  the  mem- 

brane or  scab  acts  not  merely  by  pressure, 
but  by  exclusion  of  the  air. 

Removal  of  Naso-pharyngeal  Tumors. 
In  order  to  gain  access  to  the  posterior 

nares  and  pharynx  for  the  removal  of  tu- 
mors, Dr.  Von  Bruns,  of  Tubingen,  operates 

in  the  following  way  (reported  in  the  Ber- 
liner Klinische  Wochenschrift) : — 

A  horizontal  incision  is  made  along  the 
upper  lip  (of  a  sufficient  height  to  avoid 
wounding  the  mucous  membrane)  from  a 
point  a  lew  millimetres  below  the  right  ala 
nasi  to  the  level  of  the  first  molar  tooth;  a 
second  incision  is  then  made  along  the  naso- 

frontal suture  ;  and  a  third  is  curved  obliquely 
down  on  the  left  side  to  the  end  of  the  lower 
incision.  The  base  of  the  nasal  spine  is 
divided  by  a  saw,  and  the  septum  is  cut 
through  by  bone-forceps;  after  which  the 
bony  parts  are  carefully  sawn,  and  the  right 
nasal  bone  is  raised  from  its  union  with  the 
maxillary.  The  whole  nose  can  then  be 
turned  over  on  the  right  cheek,  and  replaced 
after  the  removal  of  the  tumor.    Or  half 
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only  of  the  nose  may  be  treated  in  the  same way,  by  making  the  division  between  the nasal  bones,  and  leaving  the  septum  and  the parts  on  the  sound  side  uninjured.  Dr  Von -Bruns  has  employed  this  method  in  three cases  In  one  of  them  it  was  necessary  to keep  the  nose  displaced  for  three  weeks;  but at  the  end  ot  that  time,  after  the  edges  had been  freshened,  union  rapidly  took  place. Me  says  that  this  operation  facilitates  the removal  ot  tumors  and  the  arrest  of  hemor- 
rhage ;  that  it  gives  the  surgeon  the  oppor- tunity of  watching  the  parts  for  some  time so  as  to  perform  any  further  operation  that may  be  necessary ;  and  that  recovery  takes Place  soon,  and  without  any  impairment  of Junction. 

On  Puncturing  in  Dropsy. 
At  the  close  of  an  article  on  dropsy  bv  Dr Frederick  T.  Roberts,  in  the  London Practitioner,  he  says 
In  conclusion  I  desire  to  add  a  few  words with  regard  to  puncturing  the  legs  and  scro- tum, when  considerable  oedema  exists  in these  parts.    I  am  satisfied  that  this  simple measure  is  also  often  too  long  delayed,  and thus  does  not  give  the  relief  which  it  is capable  of  affording.    This  is  particularly true  in  cases  of  cardiac  dropsy,  where  a  few punctures,  repeated  for.  some  days,  may  give material  help  in  removing  the  fluid  alto- gether, at  all  events  for  a  time,  by  relieving 

the  over-distended  vessels,  and  thus  enabling them  to  absorb.  Of  course,  permanent  bene^ tit  is  not  to  oe  expected  in  these  cases,  but  it is  a  great  tmng  to  relieve  the  very  unpleasant feelings  associated  with  this  form  of  dropsy 
In  the  case  of  the  legs  it  is  below  the  knee" that  the  punctures  should  be  made,  as,  if they  are  made  above  this  point,  urine  may come  into  contact  with  them,  and  lead  to erysipelas.    It  is  unnecessary  to  make  lar^e 
incisions,  the  punctures  produced  by  ordi- nary hare  lip  pins  answering  very  well beveral  may  be  made  at  intervals  in  depen- dent parts,  also  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot  if 
required;   and  they  may  be  repeated,' if necessary,  so  long  as  there  is  no  sign  of  irri- tation    It  is  advisable  to  wrap  up  the  limbs m  cotton- wool  and  flannel,  which  should be  frequently  changed.     As  regards  the scrotum  this  may  be  punctured  in  several points  on  both  sides,  and  then  well  fomented 
Cjreat  care  must  be  taken  to  keep  this  part clean.    In  some  cases  the  operation  causes  it to  become  indurated,  and  this  condition  re- sists the  further  accumulation  of  fluid. A  recent  German  writer  recommends  in these  cases  to  insert  the  tubes  of  hypodermic syringes,  and  let  the  fluid  drain  off  through them.  

0 

Treatment  of  Lupus  Erythematosus. 
Dr.  Robert  Liveing,  after  giving  an account  of  the  various  forms  of  lupus,  re- 

S-5i?afc  er.ytnenmtous  lupus  is  the  lupus oj  middle  age;  it  is  more  common  in  women than  in  men;  it  begins  in  the  sebaceous 
glands  and  hair  follicles;  it  spreads  slowly 

ana  has  little  tendency  to  form  open  ulcers  • it  attacks  chiefly  the  papillary  layers  of  the skin,  and  leaves  smooth  white  scars,  which are  covered  with  cuticle,  and  are  neither hard  nor  puckered.    Under  judicious  man- agement the  progress  of  many  cases  is arrested,  which  would  otherwise  only  pass frorn  bad  to  worse.    Our  first  care  must always  be  not  to  do  harm,  and  by  the  use  of strong  caustics  produce  a  severe  scar,  when nature  would  have  left  but  a  smooth  and 
sJight  one.    Lupus  erythematosus,  in  com- mon with  most  other  kinds  of  lupus  is always  influenced  unfavorably  by  exposure 
No  remedy  can  be  regarded  as  a  specific. Amongst  the  most  useful  may  be  mentioned 
cod-liver  oil,  arsenic,  and  small  doses  of  per- chloride  of  mercury,  and  perhaps  the  most generally  useful  of  all,  viz.,  combinations  of the  iodine  and  bromine  salts.    These  com- 

pounds are  contained  in  the  Woodhall  Spa in  Lincolnshire.    If  strong  caustics  are  used 
at  all,  they  should  be  applied  with  great care  and  only  along  the  border  of  the  lupus patch.    Ot  the  milder  remedies,  blistering is  one  of  the  most  useful,  especially  if  it  i? combined  with  other  treatment,  such  as  the 
use  of  a  weak  nitric  acid  lotion,   or  the application  of  some  form  of  tar.    He  bra strongly  recommends  a  plan  by  friction with  soft  soap,  and  the  occasional  use  of 
soft  soap  plasters.    The  application  of  mer- 

curial plaster  is,  perhaps,  more  generally useful  than  any  other  local  remedy. 

Cyanosis  from  Nitrate  of  Silver  Removed  by 
Iodide  of  Potassium.  * 

.  ̂''liT '  Fm  YA15DE^.  J*m  Professor  of  Ma- teria Medica  and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the University  of  Louisville,  says,  in  the  Ameri- can Practitioner 
Most  practitioners  have  met  with  cases of  cyanosis  produced  by  nitrate  of  silver and  such  cases  were  more  frequent  manv years  ago,  when  nitrate  of  silver  was  more frequently  employed  for  epilepsy  than  it  is at  the  present  time.  According  to  most authorities  the  stain  is  permanent,  and  not amenable  to  treatment.  Many  remedies have  been  suggested,  iodine,  nitric  acid, and  acid  nitrate  of  potash  being  the  favor- ites; but  I  have  found  no  cure  recorded As  much  as  fifteen  grains  of  ni.rate  of  silver have  been  given  thrice  daily,  in  pillular form,  without  injury;  but  five  grains  in solution  seems  to  be  the  largest  dose  capable ot  sate  administration.  It  is  the  generally accepted  opinion  that  the  blue  skin  never supervenes  when  the  remedy  is  given  for  a less  period  than  tbree  months.  The1  dis- 

coloration first  begins  about  the  gums  and fauces.  It  has  been  found  in  the  coats  of the  intestines  and  eyes.  It  may  appear several  months  after  cessation  of  the  Life  of 
the  medicine,  and  exposure  to  the  sun- seems  to  predispose  to  its  development. The  stain  has  been  variously  described  as blackish  bluish,  grayish,  slate  color,  and Dronze.  The  mineral  is  deposited  in  the 
deeper  parts  of  the  skin,  and  is  most  abun- 
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dant  where  the  skin  is  most  vascular.  A 
blister  upon  the  skin  produces  a  white  vesi- 

cle, as  in  the  normal  cuticle. 
The  two  cases  which  have  suggested  this 

report  are  similar  in  many  respects.  Both 
were  young  merchants,  and  both  had  been 
treated  unsuccessfully  ior  epilepsy  by  nitrate 

of  silver  in  their  youth.  Both' contracted syphilis,  and  for  tertiary  symptoms  got 
iodide  of  potassium.  This  drug  was  given 
in  from  ten  to  sixty  grain  doses,  thrice  daily, 
for  a  number  of  months,  in  connection  with 
ferruginous  or  bitter  tonics.  One  of  the  pa- 

tients was  forced  to  discontinue  the  iodide 
because  of  its  disagreeable  effect  upon  the 
system.  The  other  took  it  unt  1  all  traces 
of  syphilis  had  passed  away,  and  he  in- creased in  flesh  under  its  use.  In  both  cases 
the  fading  of  the  stains  was  gradual.  In 
the  first  case  ihere  is  a  faint  trace  of  dis- 

coloration remaining,  though  it  is  scarcely 
perceptible.  In  the  second,  which  was 
much  the  darker  of  the  two,  there  is  not  a 
shadow  of  the  disfigurement.  The  iodide  of 
potassium  was  not  given  in  either  case  with 
reference  to  the  cyanosis,  and  its  beneficial 
effects  were  observed  by  me  accidentally 
more  than  a  year  after  their  occurrence.  It 
may  be  well  to  state  that  both  patients  were 
treated  by  the  moi-t  mercurial  vapor  bath 
during  much  of  the  time  that  they  were 
using  the  iodide  of  potassium,  and  the  abun- 

dant diaphoresis  may  have  assisted  the  ac- 
tion of  the  iodide.  1  would  suggest,  there- 

fore, for  t<  e  treatment  of  nitrate  of  silver 
cyanopathia  the  use  of  the  vapor  bath  in 
connection  with  the  iodide  of  potassium. 
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NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 One  of  the  supplements  to  the  Cata- 
logue of  the  Library  of  the  Surgeon-Gene- 

ral's Office  is  a  list  of  the  American  Medical 
Journals.  It  includes  the  titles  of  all  Ameri- 

can medical  periodicals  of  every  kind  known 
to  the  author,  Assistant  Surgeon  John  S. 
Billings,  U.  S.  Army,  and  is  very  nearly 
complete.  It  embraces  in  all  391  titles,  of 
some  of  which  no  specimens  are  in  the 
library,  while  of  the  majority  they  have 
complete  or  nearly  complete  files.  Dr.  Bil- 

lings remarks: — 
"  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  collection  of 

American  medical  literature  in  this  library 

should  be  made  as  complete  as  possible." 
To  obtain  this  completion,  the  assistance  of 
physicians  generally  would  be  of  great  use, 
and  those  who  have  old  files  of  journals 
ought  to  write  Dr.  Billings,  and  if  they 
are  among  his  wants,  they  should  be  placed 
at  his  disposal. 

The  Correct  Principles  of  Treatment  for  An- 
gular Curvature  of  the  Spine.  By  Benja- 

min Lee,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Philadelphia:  J. 
B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1872.  1  vol.  12rao., 
cloth,  pp.  77. 
In  this  volume  the  author  explains  anew 

the  methods  which  have  been  remarkably 
successful  in  his  hands  for  curing  the  obscure 
and  intractable  disease  to  which  he  has  given 
so  much  attention.  The  conclusions,  he  tells 
us,  which  he  expressed  several  years  since 
in  a  similar  work  have  been  strengthened  by 
wider  experience  in  the  same  field.  These 
briefly  are:  First,  that  an  early  recognition 
of  the  disease  will  often  enable  us  to  arrest 
it  before  deformity  arrives ;  secondly,  that 
mechanical  treatment  is  more  important 
than  medication  ;  thirdly,  that  the  proper 
mechanical  treatment  is  constant  antero- 

posterior support,  assisted  by  occasional 
modified  suspension.  The  points  of  support 
are  those  pointed  out  by  physiological  ana- 

tomy, namely,  the  oblique  processes  of  the 
vertebrse. 
The  perusal  of  the  reasons  assigned  for 

the  form  and  plan  of  application  of  the  ap- 
paratus employed,  and  the  record  of  the  cases 

contained  will  satisfy  any  surgeon  that  this 
method  is  correct  in  both  theory  and  prac- 
tice. 

The  work  closes  with  a  table  showing  the 
differential  diagnosis  of  spinal  arthro-chron- 
dritis,  the  initial  stage  of  angular  curvature, 
from  a  number  of  other  maladies  with  which 
it  may  possibly  be  compounded  by  inexpe- 

rienced practitioners. 

Doctor  in  Medicine  :  and  other  Papers  on  Pro- 
fessional Subjects.  By  Stephen  Smith. 

New  York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  1872.  1 
vol.,  8vo.,  cloth,  pp.  308. 
This  volume  is  made  up  of  a  number  of 

short  papers  contributed  originally  to  various 
periodicals.  They  are  in  all  fifty -eight  in 
number,  on  various  topics,  and  without  in- 

herent connection.  The  standing  and  recog- 
nized ability  of  their  author  vouch  for  the 

high  character  of  his  productions,  and 
though  we  have  not  seen  much  that  was 
very  novel,  original,  or  striking  in  turning 
the  pages  of  the  book,  it  is  filled  with  sound 
sense,  pure  and  practical  advice,  an  elevated , 
appreciation  of  the  profession  of  medicine, 
and  a  desire  to  instruct  and  benefit  its 
readers.  Some  of  the  topics  treated  are  phy- 

sician and  apothecary,  nostrum  advertising, 
duties  of  coroner,  prevention  of  crime,  con- 

servative surgery,  writer's  cramp,  specialists, physicians  in  old  age,  the  crime  of  abortion, 
incurable  diseases,  prescription  writing, 
color  blindness,  etc. 
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BJ*  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  prac- 
tical, brief  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject, 

and  carefully  prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revi- 
sion. 

Si*  Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us 
copies  of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medi- 

cal Society  meetings,  or  other  items  of  special 
medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  of 

country  practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a 
fund  of  information  that  rightfully  belongs  to  the 
profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  respon- 

sibility for  statements  made  over  the  names  of 
correspondents. 

JUg1"  Quite  too  many  of  our  subscribers, 
many  of  them  old,  personal  friends,  are  in 

arrears  on  their  subscriptions,  aggregating 

a  large  amount  of  money  that  we  ought  to 

have  in  order  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 

our  enterprise.  These  parties  are  requested 

to  settle  their  accounts  immediately,  or  at 

least  communicate  with  us  at  once — for, 

instead  of  at  present  further  enlarging  our 

edition  to  accommodate  new  subscribers,  we 

shall  resort  to  the  expedient  of  dropping  the 

unprofitable  ones,  and  putting  their  bills 

into  the  hands  of  a  collector.  *  *  *  * 

ABOUT  PRESCRIBING. 
We  are  not  well  satisfied  with  the  art  of 

prescribing  as  it  now  exists.  We  do  but 
chronicle  a  rapidly  growing  opinion  when 
we  say  that  it  is  very  much  behindhand, 
and  far  from  on  a  level  with  the  other  ancil- 

lary arts  of  medicine. 
The  faults  which  are  justly  to  be  found 

with  it  are  various.  In  the  first  place,  why 
use  an  obsolete  language,  which  neither  they 

who  write  nor  they  who  dispense  under- 
stand ?   The  shallow  and  frivolous  objec- 

mal.  [Vol.  xxvi. 

tions  to  dropping  Latin  in  prescription 
writing  have  been  refuted  and  exposed 
more  than  once  in  these  pages.  All  our 

readers  understand  that  we  don't  advocate 
using  the  vulgar  and  ambiguous  names  of 
articles,  but  their  scientific  appellations, 
only  in  English,  and  not  with  incorrect  and 
affected  Latin  terminology. 

To  begin  at  the  root  of  the  evil,  why 

should  the  "officinal"  nomenclature  be 
kept  apart  and  different  from  the  scientific 
nomenclature  ?  Many  a  substance  is  known 
in  the  dispensatories  and  pharmacopoeias  by 

a  designation  which  is  neither  its  correct 
chemical  or  botanical  name,  nor  yet  its 
vernacular  one,  but  merely  a  relic  of  a  past 

age  of  ignorance,  e.  g.,  calamina,  santalum, 
etc. 

Again,  in  writing  prescriptions,  no  sort  of 
discretion  is  used  by  most  physicians  to 
choose  those  combinations  which  are  at  one  j 

pleasing  to  the  eye,  agreeable  to  the  palate, 
easily  swallowed,  acceptable  to  the  stomach, 

and  economical  to  the  purse.  We  are  alto- 
gether of  the  opinion  of  a  recent  medical 

writer  who  asserts  the  conviction  that,  in 
the  course  of  no  long  series  of  years,  our 
successors  in  practice  will  look  back  upon 
the  prevalent  mixtures  and  pastes  of  our 
day  with  something  of  the  same  horror  and 
contempt  that  we  regard  the  yet  more  filthy 
compounds  of  past  years. 

The  notion  that  medicine  ought  to  be 
strong  and  nasty  has  passed  away.  The 
opinion  that  it  may  properly  be  so,  and  that 
there  is  no  need  to  be  fastidious  in  the  selec- 

tion of  concentrated  and  tasteless  alkaloids, 
rather  than  of  insoluble  powders  or  bulky 
infusions,  still  prevails.  Decoctions  of  bark 
with  ammonia,  infusions  of  digitalis,  mix- 

tures of  copaiba,  horrible  aperient  draughts, 
nauseous  iron  mixtures,  are  still  but  too 
common.  In  a  quickly  coming  day  we 
shall  desist  from  unnecessarily  disgusting 

the  palate  and  the' stomach,  when  we  wish 
only  to  act  on  the  intestine,  the  blood,  or 

the  nervous  system;  and  shall  avail  our- 
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selves  more  universally  and  more  thought- 

fully of  the  alkaloids  and  active  principles 

of  drugs.  Granules  of  strychnine,  aloine, 

aconitine,  atropine,  colchicine,  morphine, 

digitaline,  tasteless  compressed  quinine 

pills  and  potash  pills,  and  capsulated  ether, 

will  furnish  us  with  the  needful  thera- 

peutic weapons. 

When  large  doses  of  disagreeable  drugs 

must  betaken,  there  are  usually  little  arts 

by  which  their  taste  can  be  concealed; 

Epsom  salts,  for  instance.  When,  in  a 

solution  of  30  grammes  of  this  salt  in  300 

grammes  of  water,  10  grammes  of  roasted 

and  ground  coffee  is  boiled,  and  the  fluid 

filtered,  the  bitter  taste  if?  entirely  taken 

away,  and  the  fluid  pleasant  to  take. 

Economy,  too,  must  come  in  for  a  share  of 

attention.  The  enormous  profits  of  the  re- 

tail drug  business  are  known  to  every  phy- 

sician ;  and  so  onerous  does  the  cost  of  medi- 
cines fall  upon  the  poor,  that  one  of  the 

strongest  arguments,  most  successful  in 

effect,  used  by  homceopathists,  is  that  they 

charge  nothing  for  their  medicines.  The 
inferior  and  worthless  drugs  dispensed  at 

most  of  the  small  shops  throughout  this 

country  are  a  frequent  cause  of  a  well- 

founded  distrust  in  therapeutics.  A  gentle- 
man in  Iowa  has  recently  shown,  by  a  vivid 

description  of  the  town  in  which  he  resides, 

the  general  absence  of  any  protection  for 

patients  in  this  respect. 

The  remedy  will  be  that  physicians  will 

supply  themselves  more  and  more  with 

preparations  of  standard  houses,  and  dis- 

pense them  themselves.  Though  such  a 

course  has  met  opposition  in  certain  circles 

these  last  few  years,  we  have  always  de- 

fended it,  for  we  see  in  it  the  only  remedy 

to  a  great  and  growing  evil,  which,  if  not 

checked,  will  stultify  the  best  directed  ef- 
forts of  medical  science. 

attire,  it  is  an  excellent  custom  to  lay  down 

the  well-used  tools  of  one's  trade,  and  drink 

renewed  health  and  life  from  rest  and  recre- 
ation. 

We  urge  this,  upon  those  of  our  own  pro- 

fession who  possibly  can  indulge  in  it.  Un- 

fortunately, just  these  months  are  generally, 

at  least  with  our  city  brethren,  the  busiest 

of  the  year.  Yet  it  is  almost  a  duty  for  phy- 
sicians to  rest ;  a  duty  not  merely  or  chiefly 

to  themselves  and  their  families,  but  to  theli 

patients,  to  suspend  awhile  this  battle  with 

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  REST. 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  the  sys- 

tem is  depressed  by  the  intense  heat,  and 

the  country  is  decked  in  its  most  attractive 

"  The  day  in  his  hotness, 
The  strife  for  the  palm  " 

The  force  of  the  argument  for  this  has 

been  well  put  by  Sir  Henry  Holland,  in 

his  "  Recollections."  The  following  para- 

graph contains  the  gist  of  his  theory  as  to 

the  rest  and  recreation  which  a  physician 

ought  to  take  :— 
"  The  period  of  my  largest  practice  was 

from  1830  to  1848,  at  a  time  of  life  well  fitted 

for  active  work,  i.  e.,  between  the  ages  of 

forty-two  and  sixty.    The  experience,  how- 
ever, of  two  or  three  severe  epidemics  during 

this  period  (those  especially  which  have  the 
unscientific  name  of  influenza)  showed  me, 

in  the  heavy  and  unwholesome  labors  of  a 

few  weeks,  the  penalty  I  should  have  paid 

in  health  and  comfort  by  seeking  to  main- 
tain this  full  occupation  throughout  the 

year.    It  is,  in  truth,  as  important  to  the 
welfare  of  the  patient  as  of  the  physician, 

that  the  mind  of  the  latter  should  not  be 

taxed  and  jaded  by  excess  of  work.  The 

weariness  of  a  long  day  brought  to  the  bed- 
side of  a  patient  always  impairs,  more  or 

less,  what  the  highest  professional  skill  and 
zeal  can  minister  to  his  relief.    The  power 

of  discrimination  is  lost  or  lessened,  and 

practice  too  often  passes  into  a  hurried  rou- 
tine, unsatisfactory  to  the  physician,  and 

profitless  to  the  patient,    This  fact,  fully 
confirmed  to  me  by  experience,  requires 

neither  explanation  nor  comment.    It  ex- 

presses what  is  the  natural  and  necessary 
limit  of  mental  power,  and  the  wisdom  as 
well  as  moral  rectitude  of  acquiescing  in  it. 

The  physician  in  full  practice,  like  the 

lawyer  in  similar  case,  pleads  the  impossi- 
bility of  contracting  his  work.    There  may 

be  loss  and  difficulty  in  doing  it,  but,  with 
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a  strenuous  intention  and  a  wise  regard  to 
the  future,  it  can  always  be  done." 
The  wisdom  of  this  advice  cannot  be 

questioned. 
And  here  let  us  say  what  the  best  rest  is. 

Without  doubt,  it  is  the  contemplation  and 
study  of  Nature.  She  it  is  who  heals  and 
soothes  the  worn  spirit  and  exhausted  body. 
Let  the  physician,  in  his  vacation,  shun 

the  fashionable  crowds  and  popular  resorts, 
the  excursions  and  sight-seeings  so  much 
in  vogue,  and,  seeking  some  quiet  locality, 
recall  the  botanical  studies  of  his  novitiate, 
or  indulge  his  repressed  longing  for  science  ; 
or,  if  nothing  more,  bury  his  thoughts  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  "  eternal  youth  of 
Nature"  spread  abroad  every  where,  whether 
on  the  shore  of  the  sounding  sea,  amid  the 
inhospitable  mountain  valleys,  or  on  the 
cultivated  plains. 

This  preserves  in  man  the  power  of  enjoy- 
ment, and  the  possibility  of  a  later  retire- 

ment from  business  with  comfort. 
The  habits  of  a  life  are  not  easily  broken 

off,  and  a  man  who  has  been  accustomed  to 
continuous  and  anxious  professional  toil 
cannot  suddenly  give  it  up  without  risk  to 
his  health,  and  even  life.    Occupation  be- 

comes a  necessity  to  such  a  man,  but  as  age 
comes  on  he  becomes  less  able  to  work.  The 
result  is  that  when  he  wishes  to  rest  he  can- 

not do  so,  and  reaches  the  melancholy  con- 
dition  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who,  after 

retiring  with  great  wealth  from  his  lucrative 
practice,  used  to  walk  about  his  magnificent 
park,  speculating  on  which  tree  he  had better  hang  himself! 

Some  companies  hold  it  a  priori  evidence 
of  insanity  to  commit  suicide.  Such  a  view 
is  inconsistent  with  history  and  experience. 
Time  was,  when  it  was  held  an  honorable 
thing  to  do,  as  witness  the  ancient  Romans 
and  the  Japanese.  It  depends  on  theoretical 
views  of  life  and  death  whether  it  is  or  is  not 
a  rational  and  sensible  act  under  many  cir- 

cumstances. These  considerations  have 
never  been  more  forcibly  put  than  in  Ham- 

let's famous  soliloquy,  commencing,  "To be,  or  not  to  be." 

Large  Child. 

Dr.  A.  De  Foe,  of  McLeansboro,  Illinois, 
writes  to  us  that  he  recently  delivered  a  lady 
in  that  town  of  a  child  (male)  weighing  18 pounds.  The  mother  is  a  primapara,  of 
medium  height,  weighs  130  pounds,  aged  24 
years;  dark  complexion,  black  eyes  and 
hair.    Mother  and  child  are  doing  well. 

Correspondence 

domestic. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Is  Suicide  a  Sign  of  Insanity? 
In  the  Superior  Court  at  Baltimore,  a  ver- 

dict has  been  rendered  against  the  Germania 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  for $2000,  the  amount  of  a  policy  on  the  life  of Lewis  Fallman,  who  committed  suicide 
m  1871.  It  was  held  the  company  was  liable it  the  jury  found  the  deceased  had  killed himself  in  a  fit  of  insanity. 

What  Shall  We  Do  9 
Eds.  Medicae  and  Surgical  Reporter  : 
Physicians  are  certainly  frequently  per- 

plexed to  know  just  how  to  proceed  in  the 
matter  of  charging  for  professional  services rendered  ministers  of  the  gospel  and  their 
families.    As  a  consideration  of  the  subject recently  appeared  in  your  columns,  I  feel encouraged  to  offer  a  few  additional  thoughts 
Clergymen  fill  a  high  and  worthy  mission' are  entitled  to  an  appreciative  consideration 
and  general  encouragement.  The  progress  of 
the  gospel  plough  should  not  be  hindered 
In  a  certain  sense  ministers,  as  a  class,  are  a hard-working,  self-sacrificing,  devoted  body of  men.    But,  as  a  rule,  ministers  do  not consider  themselves  under  obligations  to 
devote  their  time,  expend  their  strength 
and  appropriate  their  best  talents  for  the benefit  of  their  fellow-creatures,  without 
some  fair  pecuniary  compensation.  They very  well  understand  that  something  more 
is  required  to  keep  soul  and  body  together 
than  faith  and  good  works;  the 'laborer  is worthy  of  his  hire  ! 
Furthermore,  ministers  are  human-men 

of  like  impulses  and  general  characteristics as  other  men.  They  are  not  insensible  to 
the  advantages  of  ordinary,  and  even  some- 

what luxurious  comforts ;  and  some  of  them 
even  seek  to  acquire  an  amount  of  «'  filthy 
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lucre"  sufficient  for  the  emergencies  of  the 
future  "rainy  day."  To  this  we  urge  not 
the  slightest  objection  ;  it  is  right  in  both 
practice  and  principle ;  but  all  that  is  right 
for  the  minister  is^also  right  for  the  physi- 

cian.   Let  us  compare  the  two  professions. 
It  is  sometimes  claimed  that  ministers 

perform  a  great  deal  of  charity  work  gratui- 
tously ;  so  do  physicians.  In  this  respect  I 

believe  that  the  physician  is  about  as  mag- 
nanimous as  the  minister.  Is  there  any 

reason  that  he  should  be  more  so? 

Ministers  seldom  take  charge  of  congre- 
gations without  a  preliminary  stipulation  of 

the  amount  of  salary  they  shall  receive,  and 
at  what  periods  the  instalments  will  be  paid 
in;  it  is  an  extraordinary  event  for  physi- 

cians to  exact  such  a  negotiation  before 
taking  charge  of  patients. 

It  is  said  ministers  are  often  poorly  paid  ; 
this  is  indeed  too  true,  but  it  is  also  just  as 
true  that  often  physicians  are  worse  paid. 
By  common  consent,  ministers  are  fa- 

vored*by  a  reduction  of  prices  in  all  their 
purchases  ;  I  have  yet  to  learn  of  such  con- 

siderate advantages  being  afforded  physi- 
cians. 

Again,  ministers,  like  men  of  other  pro- 
fessions, can  be  spoiled.  Gratuities  con- 

stantly bestowed,  in  time  come  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  mere  matter  of  course.  Beyond 
all  contradiction,  an  element  of  selfishness 
is  native  to  human  nature. 

A  correspondent  has  suggested  that  some 
ministers  seem  to  think  the  prestige  their 
patronage  gives  the  physician  is  ample 
compensation  for  the  professional  services 
of  the  latter.  With  equal  justness  and 
equal  propriety  should  the  physician  claim 
the  advantages  of  church-membership  and  a 
church-pew,  without  money  and  without 
price,  on  the  ground  of  the  prestige  that  his 
connection  with  the  communion  will  afford 
the  worthy  reverend.  There  is  neither  mo- 

rality nor  justice  in  any  such  practice. 
It  has  been  said  that  some  ministers  abun- 

dantly able  to  pay  would  deem  themselves 
insulted  were  the  medical  man  to  present  a 
bill.  All  such  ministers  are  sadly  in  need 
of  being  "  reconstructed".,  in  the  orthodoxy 
of  the  golden  rule,  14  Do  unto  others  as  you 
would  that  they  should  do  unto  you.'''' 

Your  correspondent  affirmed  that  doubt- 
less there  are  plenty  of  doctors  who  would 

jump  at  the  chance  of  attending  ministers' 
families  for  nothing.  Well,  let  them  jump  ! 
These  men  who  jump  so  easy  never  consti- 

tute the  class  of  really  valuable  men  in  any 
profession.  Men  of  brains,  studious,  think- 

ing, brain- working  men,  know  the  value  of 
their  toil,  and,  as  a  rule  (due  allowance 
being  made  in  all  proper  exceptions),  expect 
a  fair  compensation  for  their  services. 

All  things  considered,  what  shall  we  do? 
What  would  constitute  a  fair  and  just  cri- 

terion by  which  we  can  gauge  our  charges 
to  ministers?  It  is  the  practice  of  some 
railroad  and  steam  passenger  companies,  I 

believe,  to  carry  ministers  at  about  "half 
price."  Book,  magazine,  and  other  periodical 
publishers,  furnish  their  ministerial  patrons 
at  about  "  half  price."  Booksellers,  and 
merchants  of  all  other  classes,  frequently 
make  some  reductions  in  price  to  ministers. 
Are  the  professional  services  of  good  physi- 

cians to  ministers'  families  not,  as  a  rule, 
worth  "half  price?"  Should  we  be  ex- 

pected to  sacrifice  more  than  anybody  else? 
For  one,  I  cannot  see  it  in  such  a  light.  Phy- 

sicians are  human,  as  well  as  other  people. 

About  four  years  ago  I  advocated  the  "  half 
price"  system  before  a  local  Medical  Society 
in  the  interior  of  this  State  ;  it  was  adopted, 
and  has  worked  well.  Physicians,  of  course, 
have  discretionary  powers,  and  can  make 
special  deductions  in  exceptional  cases  ;  but, 
as  a  rule,  let  ministers  be  charged  half  the 
usual  price  for  professional  services  rendered 
by  the  physician. 

Geo.  B.  H.  Swayze,  M.  D.,  . 

1828  Columbia  Avenue,  Philad'a. 
June  8th,  1872. 

On  Attending  Clergymen's  Families. 
Eds.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter:— 

In  the  Reporter  for  May  18,  1872,  Dr.  E. 

P.  Hurd  asks,  "  Shall  we  attend  the  fami- 
lies of  clergymen  gratuitously?"  If  the 

minister  is  dependent  alone  upon  his  salary 
for  support,  I  answer,  Yes,  as  I  believe  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  every  one  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  ministry,  and  it  may  often 
happen  that  this  is  the  only  contribution 
that  the  poor  physician  is  able  to  make.  If, 
however,  the  minister  is  engaged  in  any 
secular  business  in  connection  with  his 

preaching,  then  I  say,  "  Charge,  Chester, 
charge."    Let  me  illustrate. 
Some  years  ago  I  was  called  to  attend  the 

family  of  a  minister  who  was  at  the  same 
time  engaged  in  teaching  and  farming.  A 
time  after  the  service  was  rendered  he  met 

my  father,  and  showered  ever  so  many  com- 
pliments upon  me.    At  the  end  of  the  year 
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I  called  upon  him  with  my  account  made 
out  at  my  regular  rates,  with  a  "  credit  by 
reduction,"  $  ;  "balance  due,"  $  . 
He  looked  at  the  account,  and  thought  it 
very  high,  and  remarked  that  he  had  never 

been  required  to  pay  physicians'  bills  till  he 
came  West.  I  called  his  attention  to  the 

4<  credit"  on  his  account,  and  told  him  that 
was  for  the  preacher,  but  that  I  should  ex- 

pect the  teacher  to  pay  the  balance.  He  not 
having  the  money  at  the  time,  I  took  his 
note  bearing  the  ordinary  rate  of  interest. 
I  wTas  never  called  to  attend  this  preacher's 
family  again. 
Some  months  afterwards  this  same 

preacher  volunteered  to  set  the  arm  of  a 
little  boy  who  had  a  fracture  of  the  radius 
and  ulna.  By  accident  I  passed  the  house 

of  the  boy's  father  an  hour  afterwards, 
when  I  was  halted  by  the  father  and  re- 

quested to  go  in  and  see  if  the  arm  was 

"done  up  right."  He  said  that  parson  S. 
assured  him  that  it  was,  as  he,  the  parson, 
had  seen  a  great  deal  of  surgery  in  the  army, 
but  that  he,  the  father,  would  be  better 
satisfied  if  I  would  go  in  and  look  at  it.  I 
found  the  arm  with  four  rough  unpadded 
board  splints  upon  it,  one  anterior,  one  pos- 

terior, and  two  lateral,  and  extending  from 
the  wrist-joint  to  the  elbow  ;  the  only  band- 

age used  was  tied  around  outside  the  splints. 
When  I  took  the  dressing  off  I  found  that 
the  fracture  had  not  been  reduced.  This 
little  boy  would  have  lost  the  use  of  his  arm 
but  for  my  accidental  passing  of  the  house. 

The  point  I  wish  to  make  by  the  recital 
of  this  case  is  this :  Whilst  we  should  do  our 
duty  towards  preachers,  they  have  a  duty  to 
perform  towards  us,  viz.,  to  stop  their  exten- sive recommendation  and  circulation  of 
"  patent  medicines,"  and  their  promiscuous, 
gratuitous  and  dangerous  practice  of  medi- 

cine and  surgery.        S.  W.  Jones,  M.  D. 
Pine  Bluffs,  Ark. ,  June  5th,  1872. 

News  and  Miscellany. 

The  French  Medical  Congress. 
Some  weeks  ago  we  announced  that  a 

Medical  Congress  will  convene  at  Lyons, 
France,  on  September  18th  next.  It  will 
last  nine  days.  The  following  questions 
will  be  discussed,  one  on  each  day: 

1st  Question. — On  Epidemics  of  Smallpox. 
2d  Question. — OnWounds  by  Firearms. 
Sd  Question. — On  Ambulances  in  time  of 

War. 
Uh  Question.— On  the  Cattle  Disease,  or 

Contagious  Typhus,  among  large  animals. 
5th  Question. — On  the  Causes  of  Depopula- 

tion in  France,  and  the  means  of  remedy- 
ing it. 

Qth  Question. — On  the  Treatment  of  Sy- 
philis. 

7th  Question. — On  the  Reorganization  of 
Instruction  in  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  in 
France. 

8th  Question. — On  the  Practical  Means  of 
improving  the  Position  of  the  Doctor,  and  of 
putting  it  in  harmony  with  the  importance 
of  the  role  he  is  called  on  to  fill  in  Society. 
Foreign  physicians  are  cordially  invited 

to  attend.  Those  who  wish  to  do  so  should 
address,  for  full  information,  Dr.  Prosser 
James,  18  Dover  Street,  Piccadilly,  London. 

Minutes  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Twenty-third  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 

tion are  now  ready.  They  form  a  neat 
octavo  pamphlet  of  seventy- three  pages. 
Price  50  cents.  They  can  be  obtained  of  the 
Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  William  B. 
Atkinson,  14G0  Pine  street,  Philadelphia. 

Vital  Statistics. 
At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Virginia  State 

Board  of  Health  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  : — That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
prepare  blanks  and  circulars  for  distribution 
among  the  physicians  of  the  State,  lor  the 
purpose  of  enlisting  their  aid  in  collecting 
vital  statistics  and  sanitary  information. 

This  is  a  good  move. 

Prof.  D.  Hayes  Agnbw,  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  will  be  absent  in  Europe 
until  September  next.  * 

MARRIAGES. 

Butler— Lawrence.— fAt  the  residence  of  the 
bride,  in  New  York,  June  13,  by  Rev.  G.  H.  Hough- 

ton, D.  D.,  Dr.  George  H  Butler  and  Henrietta Louisa  Lawrence. 
Chambers— Van  Arsdale.— In  New  York,  June 

13,  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  father,  by  Rev. Talbot  W.  Chambers,  D.  D.,  George  A.  Chambers, 
of  Chicago,  and  Kate,  daughter  of  Henry  Van 
Arsdale,  M.  D.,  of  that  city. 
Dwight— Portkr.  —  At  Wilmington,  Delaware, 

on  the  6th  inst.,  by  Rev.  Egbert  C.  Smyth,  D  D.,  J. 
Bradford  Dwight,  Esq.,  of  Philadelnhia.  and  Miss 
Tunia  K.,  daughter  of  U.  R.  Porter,  M.  D.s  of  WiL minston 
Eaton— HoPKrNP.— In  Hartford,  Vermont.  June 

7tb,  by  Rev.  Robert  Soufhgate,  Dr.  Benjamin  F. 
Eaton,  of  i Hartford,  and  Miss  Etta  Hopkins,  of 
Lawrence,  Mass. 
Hanks — Godfrey. — In  Waverly,  Mass.,  June  3d, 

by  Rev.  J.  W.  Turner,  Horace  Tracy  Hanks,  M.  D., 
of  New  York,  and  Miss  Julia  Dana,  daughter  of 
the  late  Albert  Godfrey,  Esq.,  of  Keene,  N.  H. 
Russell— Marvin.— In  Lancaster,  N.  H.,  June 

11th,  Dr.  Frederick  Russell,  of  Winchendon,  Mass., 
and  Miss  Caroline  K.  Marvin. 
Woodhouse— Peck.- On  the  17th  inst.,  in  St. 

Peter's  Church,  by  the  Rev.  William  White  Bron- son,  S.  W.  Woodhouse,  M.  D.,  and  Sallie  A.  Peck, both  of  Philadelphia. 
DEATHS. 

Bradshaw.  —  At  Quakertown,  Pa.,  on  the  9th instant,  Samuel  C.  Bradshaw,  M,  D.,  aged  63  years. 
Hartt.— In  New  York,  June  10,  Jennie  M., young- est child  of  Dr.  H.  Le  Baron  and  the  late  Jennie 

M.  Hartt,  ag'd  1  year,  3  months,  and  16  days. Harvey.— In  New  York,  June  14,  Mary,  widow  of 
Jacob  Harvey,  and  daughter  of  the  late  David 
Hosack,  M.  D.,  in  the  73d  year  of  her  age. 
Wolff.— At  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  June  3,  Edward 

Wolff,  son  of  Dr.  Henry  Wolff,  of  Bonn,  Prussia, 
agert  43  years. 
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FOUGEEA'8 

IODINISED 

The  immeasurable  therapeutic  superiority  of  the  oil  over  all  other  kinds  of  Cod  Liver  Oils  sold 
in  Europe  or  in  this  market,  is  due  to  the  addition  of  IODINE,  BROMINE  AND  PHOSPHORUS. 

This  oil  possesses  not  only  the  nourishing-  properties  of  Cod  Liver  Oil,  but  also  the  tonic  stim- 
ulant, and  alterative  virtues  of  IODINE,  BROMINE  AND  PHOSPHORUS,  which  are  added  in 

such  proportions  as  to  render  POUGERA'S  COD  LIVER  OIL  five  times  stronger  and  more efficacious  than  pure  Cod  Liver  Oil,  saving  therefore  TIME,  MONEY,  SUFFERING  and  LIFE. 

(COMP.  DRAGEES  OF  SANTONINE.) 
Santonine,  the  active  principal  of  Semen  contra,  (European  Wormseed)  occupies  the  first  rank 

among  the  anthelmintic  remedies.  In  this  preparation  the  Santonine  is  combined  with  a  puiga- 
tive  agent  and  is  at  once  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  efficacious.  For  several  years  many  of  our  prin- 

cipal Physicians  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  have  expressed  themselves  highly  pleased  with  the 
efficacy  and  elegance  of  this  vermifuge.  Each  dragee  contains  one  half  grain  of  Santonine  and  one 
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Original  Department. 

Lecture. 

"  ANEURISM  A  AORTiE." 
[The  following  is  a  brief  sketch  of  this  subject  from 

|  acollectiou  of  lectures  published  at  Erlangen,  No- 
i  vember,  lt>7l,  by  the  late  Prof.  Oppolzer,  Professor 
of  Medicine  at  the  University  of  Vienna,  and  trans- 

lated by  Dr.  J.  N.  Blatner.  of  Berlin,  for  Prof. 
I  Vandeveee,  of  the  Albany  Medical  College.J 

Reported  by  T.  D.  Orothers,  M.  D. 

(Concluded  from  No.  799.) 
Diagnosis. 

In  diagnosis  of  aneurisms  of  the  aorta  in 
i  general,  the  first  important  thing  to  deter- 

mine is  the  presence  of  a  tumor  which  dis- 
!  tinctly  pulsates,  is  isochronous  with  the 
pulse,  and  which  rises  and  sinks  in  pul- 

sating, and  expands  in  all  directions.  The 
latter  is  very  important,  for  the  differential 

I  ' diagnosis  between  a  tumor  or  aneurism  ly- 
ing near  an  artery  can  thus  be  confirmed. 

If  a  tumor  has  its  seat  above  an  artery  it 
receives  the  impulse  from  the  artery,  i.  e., 
the  tumor  alternately  rises  and  sinks,  and 
many  such  tumors  have  been  taken  for  aneu- 

risms. The  circumstance  that  the  width  of 
the  tumor  does  not  increase  would  aid  us  in 
not  mistaking  it. 

Similar  symptoms  of  rising  and  falling 
are  seen  where  portions  of  the  lungs  are  in- 

filtrated, or  when  an  encapsuled  pleuritic 
effusion  lies  upon  the  aorta.  In  the  same 
way  we  would  distinguish  such  pulsations 
from  those  caused  by  aneurisms  coming 
from  the  aorta,  or  of  the  subclavian  artery. 
Another  symptom  is  to  be  noted,  i.  e.,  that 
the  pulsation  as  regards  our  senses  is  iso- 

chronous with  the  systole  of  the  heart. 

This  symptom  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
where  we  wish  to  establish  a  differential 
diagnosis  between  an  aneurism  and  a  tumor, 
which,  like  an  aneurism,  expands  in  all  di- 

rections, and  might,  therefore,  be  taken  for 
an  aneurism,  but  are  merely  large  neoplasms 
supplied  with  many  and  large  blood  vessels, 
and  therefore  pulsate. 

A  mistaken  diagnosis  may  be  easily  made 
if  the  tumor  occupies  a  position  where 
aneurisms  are  frequently  found.  In  such 
cases  it  is  important  to  note  whether  the  pul- 

sation of  the  tumor  is  isochronous  with  the 
systole  of  the  heart,  or  whether  it  takes 
place  later.  If  the  tumor  is  aneurismal,  the 
pulsation  is  isochronous  with  the  systole  of 
the  heart,  but  if  the  tumor  is  no  aneurism, 
but  a  vascular  neoplasm,  then  the  pulsation 
of  the  same  will  show  a  retardation,  since 
the  blood,  after  more  or  less  indirect  course, 
reaches  the  neoplasms.  The  circumstance 
that  upon  auscultation  we  hear  a  bellows 
murmur  can  be  of  no  great  diagnostic  im- 

portance, since  this  is  caused  by  compression 
of  the  aorta  lying  below,  or  by  a  non- 
aneurismal  mediastinal  tumor,  and  is  not 
heard  very  often  in  aneurismal  tumors. 

Difficult,  and  often  impossible,  is  the 
diagnosis  of  an  aneurism  of  the  aorta  in 
those  cases  in  which  it  has  either  a  hidden 
position,  or  because  it  has  not  yet  attained 
any  great  size.  In  some  cases  of  thoracis 
aneurism  there  is  sometimes  a  circumscribed 

portion  of  the  thorax  which  shows  dullness 
on  percussion.  This  may  be  wanting  on 
one  side,  when  the  aneurism  does  not  lie 
closely  on  the  thorax,  or  dullness  may  be 
produced  by  a  mediastinal  tumor,  or  by  the 
properties  of  the  sternum.    Another  fact: 
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when  the  dullness  is  found  next  to  the 
sternum,  and  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
dull  sound  which  the  heart  gives  on  per- 

cussion, it  can  give  no  certainty  of  the  pre- 
sence of  an  aneurism.  If  such  physical 

signs  are  found  with  aneurisms,  they  are 
also  seen  with  any  mediastinal  tumor.  As 
to  retardation  of  the  pulse  in  comparison 
with  the  systole  of  the  heart,  the  same  has 
only  a  relative  worth  in  the  diagnosis  of  an 
aneurism  of  the  aorta. 

It  is  generally  correct  that  in  most  cases 
of  aneurisms  of  the  aorta  the  pulse  in  the 
radial  and  crural  arteries  shows  a  greater  or 
lesser  retardation  in  comparison  with  the 
pulsation  of  the  heart,  but  these  symptoms 
may  be  wanting.  Finally,  the  retardation 
of  the  pulse  is  also  a  symptom  of  the  athero- 

matous process.  It  would,  therefore,  be  first 
necessary  to  exclude  the  presence  of  the 
so-called  deposition  of  fibrinous  process 
before  we  could  characterize  the  retardation 
of  the  pulse  as  a  symptom  of  aneurism  of 
the  aorta.  But  this,  as  a  rule,  is  seldom 
possible,  for,  as  we  have  seen,  the  atheroma- 

tous process  gives  the  most  important  etio- 
logical phase  of  the  aneurism.  This  condi- 

tion is  developed  more  or  less  in  every  case. 
An  equally  critical  diagnosis  is  demanded 
where  there  is  a  noticeable  difference  in 
the  pulsation  of  both  radial  arterial  pulses. 
This  is  noticed  in  aneurisms,  and  also  may 
be  caused  by  the  atheromatous  process 
having  attacked  only  one  extremity,  while 
the  other  has  remained  normal. 

Dissimilarity  of  pulses  in  both  radial  arte- 
ries can  only  be  of  diagnostic  value  when 

the  atheromatous  process  of  the  vascular 
system  is  not  present.  The  diagnostic  value 
of  symptoms  of  pressure  is  regarded  as  only 
secondary,  since  a  mediastinal  tumor  can 
offer  the  same  symptoms  by  pressure  on  the 
neighboring  organs,  and  this  symptom  may 
be  wanting,  because  the  aneurism  is  small 
or  the  position  of  the  patient  does  not  bring 
it  on.  Therefore  we  can  have  but  one  cha- 

racteristic symptom  of  aneurism  which  can 
be  relied  upon,  namely,  a  tumor  which  pul- 

sates isochronous  with  the  systole  of  the 
heart,  and  which  sho  ws  during  pulsation  an 
enlargement  in  all  directions.  From  this  it 
will  be  seen  that  a  small  thoracic  or  abdomi- 

nal tumor  gives  no  positive  symptoms  that 
will  enable  us  to  diagnosticate  it.  If  we 
should  find,  in  a  special  case,  an  aneurism 
of  the  aorta  present,  then  we  should  find 
which  portion  is  affected,  and  the  difference 

of  time  in  the  pulses,  compared  with  each 
other,  with  the  anatomical  position,  etc. 
Speciae  Diagnosis  of  Aneurism  op  theIi Aorta. 

The  diagnosis  of  this  affection  is  supported  e 
by  the  following  symptoms:— A  pulsating 
tumor  on  the  right  side  of  the  sternum,  I 
about  the  height  of  the  third  or  second  £ 
sterno-costal  cartilage,  pulsation  of  the  tu 
mor  towards  the  left  side,  retardation  of  all  1 
arterial  pulses  in  comparison  with  the  sys- 

tole of  the  heart.    It  is  to  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  although  in  most  cases  the  pul- 
sating tumor  is  situated  on  the  right  side  of 

the  sternum,  because  the  aneurisms  gene- 
rally have  their  seat  on  the  convexity  of  the 

aorta,  still,  it  exceptionally  happens  that 
an  aneurism  originates  on  the  concave  side 
of  the  aorta,  and  then  the  pulsating  tumor 
would  be  found  on  the  left  border  of  the 
sternum.    Whether  the  tumor  is  situated 
within  or  without  the  pericardium,  is  deter- 

mined by  the  height  of  the  position.    If  the 
tumor  is  found  in  the  third  or  second  inter- 

costal cartilages,  we  know  the  aneurism 
thereby  to  be  extra-peri  card  ial ;  but  should 
the  tumor  be  found  below  the  third  rib  we 
have  the  proof  of  an  intra-pericardial  an- 

eurism.   Very  often,  in  cases  of  the  latter, 
pericarditis  is  found  in  consequence  of  the 
pressure  and  tension  which  the  pericardium 
receives  on  the  part  of  the  aneurism  ;  and 
if  the  aneurism  has  attained  any  conside- 

rable size  it  produces  compression  of  the 
right  auricle,  vena  cava ascendens,  or  the  pul- 

monary arteries,  etc.  Symptoms  of  pressure 
are  also  found  very  often  in  extra-pericardial 
aneurisms  of  the  aorta  ascendens,  upon  the 
right  lung,  the  vena  azygos,  the  vena  cava 
ascendens,  and  the  right  bronchi ;  and  since 

this  can  create  suspicion  of  the  presence  of  an' aneurism,  it  must  be  carefully  noted  as  of 
diagnostic  worth. 

Aneurism  of  the  Arcus  Aort.e. 
Aneurisms  of  the  arcus  aortas  have  their 

seat  on  the  convex  portion,  and  less  often 
on  the  concave  side.  Generally  they  spread 
towards  the  right  more  than  the  left  side. 
As  such  aneurisms  are  in  hidden  positions, 
they  are  only  perceived  as  a  tumor  when 
they  occupy  the  convex  portion,  and  have 
attained  considerable  size.  Then  we  have  a 
projection  of  the  manubrium  sterni,  the 
sternal  ends  of  the  first  ribs,  or  a  pulsating 
tumor  in  that  vicinity.  Aneurisms  aris- 

ing from  the  concave  portion  of  the  arch 
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)f  the  aorta,  even  if  they  are  large,  do  not 
show  themselves  as  a  tumor,  while,  again, 
symptoms  of  pressure  on  the  trachea,  the 
large  hronchi,  the  nerve  laryngeus  recur- 
rens,  are  plainly  present.    The  symptoms, 
except  when  there  is  a  pulsating  tumor  in 
■;the  fossa  prepulans,  offer  no  certain  diagno- 

sis, since  an  aneurism  of  the  subclavian  could 
[igive  rise  to  the  same  or  similar  symptoms. 
.  The  most  weighty  symptom  sought  after  is 
!  the  character  of  the  pulse.    Iu  aneurisms  of 
the  arcus  aortas  all  the  arteries,  with  the  ex- 

ception of  the  carotis  subclavia  dextra,  all 
branches  arising  from  these,  show  a  retar- 

dation of  the  pulse,  in  comparison  with  the 
pulsation  of  the  heart.    Yet  these  symp- 

toms may  also  be  wanting ;  then  the  diag- 
nosis becomes  difficult,  and  almost  impos- 

sible. 
In  aneurisms  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta 

the  mouths  of  the  arterial  branches  from 
the  aorta  become  narrowed,  and  sometimes 
closed ;  and  therefore  often,  in  such  cases, 
we  find  a  difference  in  the  radial  and  caro- 

tid pulses.  Another  important  symptom  is 
compression  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  adja- 

cent veins,  and,  as  a  consequence,  repletion 
of  the  veins  of  the  neck  and  arm,  and 
oedema  of  the  side  in  question. 

Aneurisma  Aort^:  Descendens. 

This  kind  of  aneurism  is  diagnosed  by  the 
followingsymptoms  : — A  pulsating  tumor  in 
the  anterior  wall  of  the  thorax,  in  a  position 
left  from  the  sternum,  providing  the  aneu- 

rism originates  from  the  anterior  wall  of 
the  descending  aorta.  If  it  descends  from 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  descending  aorta 
the  tumor  is  in  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
thorax,  in  a  position  left  from  the  spinal 
column.  In  aneurism  from  the  posterior 
wall  of  the  descending  aorta,  inflammation 
and  caries  of  the  spinal  column  are  present 
at  the  same  time,  whereby  soreness  and  pain 
on  the  least  motion  of  the  spine  is  produced. 
The  author  considers  this  an  important 
diagnostic  symptom,  especially  when  no 
tumor  can  be  seen  without  that  might  be 
aneurism.  But  the  presence  of  pain  alone 
i3  not  sufficient  to  determine  an  aneurism; 
it  only  calls  attention  to  this  as  a  probable 
symptom  of  value  in  connection  with 
others. 

The  character  of  the  pulse  is  of  great  im- 
portance, and  should  be  carefully  con- 

sidered. If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  crural 
pulses  are  retarded,  in  comparison  with  the 

radial  pulses,  it  speaks  for  an  aneurism  of 
the  descending  aorta,  with  the  exception  of 
the  possible  presence  of  an  atheromatous 
disease.  If  this  symptom  is  wanting,  and 
the  pulsation  of  the  tumor  not  plain,  then 
the  diagnosis  is  difficult,  and  almost  impos- 

sible. Care  must  be  taken  not  to  mistake  a 

so-called  congestive  abscess  arising  from  the 
spinal  column  for  an  aneurism  of  the  de- 

scending aorta.  If  such  an  abscess  is  found 
on  the  right  side  of  the  spine  it  cannot  be 
an  aneurism ;  but  if  on  the  left  side  of  the 
spine,  then  the  pulsation  of  the  aorta  may 
be  communicated  to  it,  and  a  mistake  made 
in  the  diagnosis.  If  it  is  atheromatous,  and, 
in  consequence,  a  retardation  of  the  crural 
pulses  is  present,  a  mistake  is  much  more 
likely.  Sometimes  pressure  of  the  vena 
azygos  causes  a  collateral  circulation  in  the 
veins  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  thorax  ; 
some  cases  have  been  observed.  The  pre- 

sence of  such  a  collateral  circulation  must 
be  noticed,  to  discover  if  an  aneurism  is 

present. 
Anetjrisma  Aort^e  Abdominalis. 

The  great  care  necessary  to  diagnose  aneu- 
risms of  the  thoracic  cavity  should  be  still 

farther  increased  in  determining  abdominal 
aneurisms.  These  aneurisms  are  infrequent, 
and  the  pathological  changes  of  organs  in 
this  neighborhood  closely  simulate  in  symp- 

toms those  of  aneurism.  Abdominal  aneu- 
rism of  the  aorta  is  situated  frequently 

where  the  cceliac  artery  is  given  off,  and 
often  hidden.  If  visible,  it  is  found  above 
the  umbilicus,  on  the  median  line,  or  to  the 
left  of  it,  seldom  to  the  right  (similar  to  tho- 

racic aneurism),  and  does  not  give  a  double 
tone,  but  only  shows  a  pulsation  with  the 
systole  of  the  heart,  or  a  murmur  ;  the  latter 
is  often  the  case. 
The  diagnosis  of  abdominal  aorta  is 

founded  upon  two  symptoms.  First,  the 
proof  of  a  tumor  at  the  specified  place, 
which  pulsates  and  with  every  pulsation 
expands  in  every  direction,  closely  adheres 
to  the  spinal  column,  and,  therefore,  does 
not  change  its  position  with  each  respiration. 
Second,  the  proof  of  a  retardation  of  the 
pulse  of  the  crural  artery  in  comparison 
with  the  pulsation  of  the  heart,  or  the  pulsa- 

tion of  both  radial  arteries.  When  these 
points  are  not  clear,  the  diagnosis  is  very 
difficult.  Tumors  of  the  stomach,  pancreas, 
liver,  gall  cyst,  mesentery  glands,  etc.,  or 
an  encysted  peritonceal  condition,  may  all  be 
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mistaken  for  an  aneurism,  since  they  lie 
upon  the  abdominal  aorta.  Many  of  these  tu- 

mors can  be  excluded,  from  their  form  and 
consistency,  and  their  multiplicity,  or  if 
they  are  interperitonceal,  and  have  no  adhe- 

sions to  the  abdominal  walls,  and  the  fact  of 
rising  during  expiration,  and  falling  during inspiration.  If  a  diagnosis  canuot  be  made 
this  way,  it  should  be  noticed  whether  the 
pulsation  of  the  abdominal  tumor  is  simply 
rising,  or  falling,  or  expanding  laterally. 
Frequently  it  is  difficult  to  decide  whether 

we  have  lateral  expansion  or  not.  If  it  can 
be  shown  that  the  crural  pulse  is  retarded 
in  comparison  with  the  systole  of  the  heart, this  indicates  an  abdominal  aneurism.  We 
cannot  always  establish  a  diagnosis  in  this 
way,  for  the  crural  pulse  is  often  so  weak 
that  no  positive  opinion  can  be  given  under 
such  difficult  circumstances.  A  safe  diag- 

nosis may  be  made  out  in  the  following manner : — 
To  observe  carefully  whether  the  volume 

shows  an  increase  in  all  directions  with  the 
pulsations  of  the  specified  tumor,  or  whether 
at  one  point  or  other  a  retraction  of  the 
abdomen  takes  place.  If  an  aneurism  of 
the  abdominal  aorta  is  present,  we  should 
notice,  if  it  is  not  too  small,  an  enlargement 
in  all  its  diameters  in  the  abdomen.  If  the 
tumor  is  not  an  aneurism,  the  abdomen  is 
drawn  in  during  pulsation.  If  we  have  a 
large  cyst  lying  on  the  abdominal  aorta, then  every  pulsation  will  be  communicated 
to  it,  and  with  every  pulsation  will  follow 
an  enlargement  of  the  anterior  and  lateral 
regions,  while  posteriorly  the  soft  parts  in 
both  sides  of  the  lumbar  portion  of  the 
spine  will  be  drawn  isochronous  with  the 
arching  of  the  anterior  and  lateral  portions 
of  the  abdomen.  In  this  way  it  is  fre- 

quently possible  to  diagnosticate  an  abdo- 
minal aneurism  correctly. 

Sometimes  small  and  spindle-shaped  aneu- 
risms cannot  be  so  easily  diagnosticated,  be- 
cause of  their  size,  and  because  no  retarda- 

tion of  the  crural  pulse  takes  place.  Often 
there  is  violent  pain  in  the  back,  and  in  the 
region  of  the  sacrum,  or  in  the  course  of  the 
ischiatic  nerve,  or  symptoms  of  dyspepsia, 
very  painful,  so-called  nervous  colics,  or  a 
feeling  of  numbness  and  cold,  with  or  with- 

out paralysis  of  one  of  the  lower  extremities, 
which  symptoms  frequently  arise  from  an 
aneurism,  and  will  often  give  the  physician 
a  clue,  that  he  may  be  guarded  in  diag- 

nosing these  symptoms  in  special  cases.  In 

this  way  he  may  be  able  to  distinguish  an 
aneurism  which  would  otherwise  pass  un- heeded. 

Prognosis. 

The  prognosis  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta  is 
unfavorable,  since  a  cure  is  hardly  ever  ef- 

fected, and  still  more  when  the  sack  is  a 
large  one,  and  the  attendant  disorders  great 
(attacks  of  suffocation,  violent  neuralgias, 
etc.),  and  the  more  marasmic  the  individual 
has  already  become. 

Therapeutics. 

It  is  evident  that  an  aneurism  of  the 
aorta  cannot  be  cured  in  an  operative  way. 
Much  less  is  the  new  method  of  galvano- 
puncture  to  be  recommended  for  a  cure  of 
the  aneurism,  for  it  cannot  be  known 
whether  the  depositing  of  fibrin,  which  is 
thus  effected,  will  not  merely  reach  beyond 
the  aneurismal  sack,  but  continue  into  the 
heart,  whereby  the  life  of  the  patient  is 
dangerously  threatened.    Much  less  is  the 
treatment  of  Valsalva  and  Albertine  to  be 
desired,  which  consists  in  strict  retrench- 

ment of  diet,  and  the  resort  to  repeated venesections  at  short  intervals.    It  is  said 
that  some  cases  have  been  cured  by  this 
treatment,  but  much  harm  has  been  caused 
by  it,  without  doubt,  quite  enough  to  con- 

demn it  altogether.    By  this  method  there 
is  loss  of  strength,  and  the  hydrops  is  in- 

creased, and  the  danger  of  rupture  of  the 
sack  is  not  diminished,  but  increased,  by 
the  anemic  condition,  as  it  increases  the 
action  of  the  heart.    In  later  times  the  in- 

ternal use  of  astringents  in  doses  of  several 
grains  daily  has  been  warmly  recommended 
as  a  radical  cure  of  aneurisms.    But  neither 
can  this  method  celebrate  any  triumphs. 
We  see,  therefore,  that  according  to  the, 

present  state  of  science,  a  radical  cure  of* aneurism  of  the  aorta  cannot  be  effected, wherefore  the  treatment  of  such  affections 
must  be  confined  to  endeavors  to  hinder  the 
continual  growth  of  the  sack,  to  remove  or 
at  least  eliminate  the  different  threatening, 
symptoms  and  sufferings  of  the  patient,  to 
delay  the  exitus-lethalis  as  long  as  possible. 
To  attain  this  result  it  is  necessary  to  avoid 
whatever  might  cause  an  increased  action 
in  the  vascular  system,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  through  the  proper  supporting  diet, 
uphold  the  strength  of  the  patient,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  setting  in  of  marasmus  and 
dropsy.    It  is  to  be  recommended  to  such 
patients  to  preserve  the  greatest  corporeal 
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and  psychical  rest,  and  to  eat  supporting, 
easily  digestible  food,  but  not  of  an  exciting 
kind,  such  as  meats,  especially  white  meats, 
such  as  chicken,  veal,  and  fish,  and  easily 
digestible  pastry,  vegetables  and  eggs.  For 

!  a  drink  the  most  fitting  is  either  water, 
[  thin  juices  of  fruits,  and  milk  of  almonds; 
while  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  and  warm 
drinks,  as  coffee,  tea,  etc.,  is  to  be  avoided. 
Such  patients  as  are  accustomed  to  spirituous 
liquors,  and  cannot  well  leave  off  their  use, 
may  be  allowed  small  quantities,  since  the 
use  of  small  amounts  of  spirituous  liquors 
can  hardly  produce  an  excited  condition  of 
the  valvular  system.  Confined  bowels  must 
be  combatted,  since  through  them  circu- 

lation is  hindered,  and  thereby  cause  for 
an  enlargement  of  the  aneurism  is  given. 
If  an  external  tumor  is  present  it  must  be 
protected  from  pressure.  The  pain  pre- 

sent is  best  treated  by  cold  applications, 
aqua  plumbi,  or  narcotic  ointments;  in  in- 

creased action  of  the  heart  and  stronger 
pulsation  of  the  aneurismal  sack,  digitalis 
may  also  be  used  with  good  effect  in  the 
same  way  over  the  heart. 
The  treatment  will  vary  according  to  the 

different  causes  which  call  forth  the  dysp- 
noea. If  from  a  stasis  in  the  smaller  circu- 
lation, besides  the  narcotics  we  should  resort 

to  digitalis,  but  if  from  increased  action  of 
the  bowels,  vesications,  and  in  very  alarm- 

ing cases,  but  only  in  such,  bleeding  from  8 
to  10J  is  in  place.  If  it  is  a  catarrh  which 
produces  the  dyspnoea,  then  the  usual  treat- 

ment of  such  cases  should  follow.  In  aneu- 
rism of  the  aorta  it  is  mostly  compression  of 

the  lung,  trachea  or  the  nervus  vagus,  and 
the  nervus  laryngeus  recurrens  which  causes 
dyspnoea;  here  the  different  narcotics  and 
quinine  are  indicated  ;  these  remedies  do 
not  always  remove  the  dyspnoea.  Often 
during  their  use  the  dyspnoea  reaches  such 
a  degree  that  the  patient  is  in  momentary 
danger  of  death  by  suffocation. 
In  the  present  time  it  has  been  recom- 

mended, and  especially  by  Gairdner,  to 
perform  tracheotomy  under  such  circum- 

stances, in  order  to  save  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient even  for  a  short  time.  We  can  easily 

see  that  this  operation  cannot  result  favora- 
bly in  all  cases  of  compression  causing  dysp- 

noea, but  only  in  those  in  which  the  cause 
lies  in  the  larynx  (cramp  or  paralysis  of  the 
vocal  cord).  It  would  be  useless  in  such 
cases  in  which  compression  of  the  lungs, 
trachea  or  bronchi  is  the  cause.    Only  in 

cases  of  the  first  kind  can  tracheotomy  be 

performed. 
As  to  the  differential  diagnosis,  it  is  per- 

fectly evident  from  what  we  have  said  in  a 
former  paragraph,  tracheotomy,  or  perhaps 
laryngotomy  would  be  indicated  when  there 
is  oedema  glottidis  present.  The  latter  is 
often  found  with  aneurisms,  and  is  caused 
by  the  obstructions  offered  to  the  passage  of 
venous  blood.  The  neuralgias  commonly 
arising  from  pressure  upon  the  nerves  are  to 
be  treated  by  the  application  of  ice,  the  dif- 

ferent narcotics  externally  and  internally, 
and  especially  subcutaneous  injections  are 
to  be  recommended;  to  attain  this  result 
large  doses  of  £  to  lgr.  of  the  acetate  of  mor- 

phia must  be  given.  Unfortunately  such 
large  doses  do  not  even  then  bring  relief, 
and  resort  must  be  had  to  local  bleeding  of 
from  four  to  six  leeches,  whereby  it  often 
happens  that  the  patient  is  happily  eased 
from  his  terrible  pain. 
When  trouble  in  swallowing  is  caused  by 

compression  of  the  oesophagus,  the  patient 
should  change  his  position  until  he  finds  one 
which  does  not  so  much  hinder  swallowing. 

If  dropsy  is  present  the  usual  treatment 
pursued  in  disease  of  the  heart  is  in  place, 
and  also  diuretics.  Against  external  and 
internal  hemorrhage  the  remedies  are  as 
follows:  Corporeal  and  psychical  rest,  cold, 
the  astringents  (ferrum  sesqui-chloratum, 
ergotine,  alumen).  If  fatal  hemorrhage  is 
threatened  the  usual  treatment  is  to  be  re- 

sorted to.  In  external  hemorrhage,  be- 
sides the  application  of  lint  saturated  with 

perehloride  of  iron  and  ice  applications,  a 
tightly  pressing  bandage  is  to  be  applied. 

Communications, 

pneumonia  and  its  treatment. 

By  E.  L.  Drake,  M.  D., 
Of  Whitesboro,  Texas. 

During  the  last  winter,  1871-72,  a  wide- 
spread epidemic  of  pneumonia  and  pleurisy 

prevailed  in  most  of  the  Southern  States, 
with  a  large  percentage  of  fatal  results,  ac- 

cording to  newspaper  reports.  It  began  in 
this  locality,  twenty  miles  west  of  Sherman, 
Grayson  county,  about  the  middle  of  No- 

vember, and  was  at  its  height  by  the  10th 
of  December.  About  the  5th  of  December 
a  cold  north  wind  with  sleet  and  snow  pre- 

vailed for  several  days.  The  summer  and 
fall  had  been  hot,  dry  and  debilitating,  but 
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not  accompanied  with  the  usual  amount  of 
malarial  fevers.  This  locality  invites  at- 

tacks of  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  and  bron- 
chitis. It  is  on  the  eastern  border  of  the 

Lower  Cross  Timbers ;  six  or  seven  creeks, 
head  waters  of  one  fork  of  the  Trinity,  unite 
three  miles  south,  with  plenty  of  fall  for 
efficient  drainage,  if  they  were  clear  of  logs 
and  drifts ;  the  prairie  is  undulating,  but 
there  are  numerous  ponds,  frequently  on 
the  highest  elevations,  which  hold  water  till 
July  in  a  dry  season;  the  soil  is  a  coarse 
sand  with  sandy  clay  foundation,  made  rich 
with  the  droppings  of  the  buffalo  and  other 
herds  for  ages;  the  water  of  newly  dug  wells 
is  soft,  but  soon  becomes  hard ;  some  of  it 
becomes  unfit  for  drinking  after  standing  an 
hour  or  two.  Malarial  fevers  prevail,  from 
April  until  November,  more  or  less,  as  the 
season  is  wet  or  dry.  The  wind  is  from 
the  south  most  of  the  year,  from  the  east 
preceding  a  rain,  and  from  the  north  fre- 

quently from  November  to  April.  I  will 
remark  in  passing  that  phthisis  is  rare, 
according  to  my  observation,  which,  how- 

ever, is  confined  to  a  year's  residence  here. 
The  houses  of  the  inhabitants  are  gene- 

rally small  and  uncomfortable,  some  with 
cracks  a  good  sized  dog  could  be  kicked 
through.  The  range  of  diet  in  the  winter  is 
limited,  with  a  majority,  to  yellow  corn 
bread,  pork,  and  strong  coffee  without 
sugar,  and,  as  a  consequence,  scorbutic  dia- 

thesis is  not  uncommon  ;  the  system  tires  of 
this  diet,  and  calls  loudly  for  change,  for 
elements  of  nutrition  in  other  forms ;  the 
appetite  becomes  voracious,  which  corn 
bread  does  not  satisfy,  as  nature  refuses  to 
assimilate  it;  it  sours  and  causes  gaseous 
distension  of  the  bowels  and  torpor  and 
atony  of  their  muscular  coats. 

I  mention  all  these  things  because  they 
materially  influence  the  type  of  he  prevail- 

ing disease,  and  still  more  materially  influ- 
ence its  treatment.  I  observe  here  a  ten- 

dency of  disease  to  run  quickly  into  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  typhoid  type,  viz.,  fre- 

quent feeble  pulse,  dry,  brown  tongue,  de- 
lirium, and  tympanites,  requiring  anything 

but  a  debilitating  treatment. 
I  have  had  sixty  cases  of  pneumonia  and 

pleurisy  to  treat  since  the  middle  of  last 
November,  seventeen  of  which  were  on 
hand  at  one  time,  and  thirteen  of  these  were 
within  a  circle  of  four  hundred  yards  di- 

ameter, in  a  low,  damp  locality.  Being 
prejudiced  against  the  mercurial  and  tartar 
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emetic  treatment,  on  account  of  the  unfa- 
vorable reports  of  their  use  in  the  practice  of 

other  physicians,  I  resorted  to  quinine  in 
large  doses,  from  twenty  to  forty  grains,  in 
the  remission,  combined  with  morphia, 
which  latter  was  often  necessary,  in  large 
quantities,  to  quiet  the  pain  of  an  inflamed 
pleura;  in  some  cases  the  hardest  pain  to 
subdue  was  that  occasioned  by  the  pressure 
upward  of  an  enlarged  spleen  and  gaseous 
distension  of  the  bowels,  encroaching  upon 
the  inflamed  lung  ;  an  enlarged  spleen  was 
a  serious  complication  on  this  account,  while 
it  added  to  the  embarrassment  of  the  respi- 

ration. I  used  ver.  viride  in  some  cases  in 
the  early  stages ;  some  would  not  bear  it 
from  the  outset.  Blisters,  and  expectorants 
of  squills  and  ipecachuana  formed  part  of 
the  treatment  in  nearly  all  of  the  cases,  as 
also  carb.  ammonia  when  there  was  much 
debility.  I  resorted  to  an  emetic  of  sulph. 
zinc  with  great  advantage  when  the  bron- 

chial tubes  seemed  to  be  clogged  up  with 
mucous  and  pus. 

There  were  seven  deaths  among  my  pa- 
tients.   No.  1,  Miss  S.  H.,  set.  18,  died  of  a 

second  attack  occurring  in  the  course  of 
three  months ;  the  extreme  range  of  tempe- 

rature in  her  case  was  107.5°.    Her  family 
requested  me  not  to  use  quinine,  on  account 
of  the  cerebral  disturbance  it  occasioned.  I 
afterward  prescribed  it  for  two  nights  in 
succession,  and  it  was  not  given.    On  the 
third  night  I  remained  with  her,  and  gave  it 
myself,  but  she  died   the  following  day. 
Case  No.  2,  boy,  set.  3,  had,  in  the  third 
week,  ulceration  of  the  throat,  probably  ex- 

tending through  the  alimentary  canal,  to 
which  he  succumbed ;  quinine  was  used 
freely  with  him,  and  perhaps  too  much  so, 
as  he  had  a  diarrhoea  at  the  outset.    Case  3, 
male,  set.  68,  in  feeble  health,  with  dropsical 
ankles ;  had  pleuritis  on  the  right  side ; 
lower  lobe  of  left  lung  hepatized ;  dullness 
on  right  side,  extending  to  within  two 
inches  of  the  clavicle,  and  was  diagnosti- 

cated to  be  caused  by  serous  effusion  ;  quinia 
was  used  in  his  case;  died  on  the  sixth  day 
of  seizure.    Case  4,  female,  set.  25,  had  an 
abortion  of  four  months'  foetus;  diagnosis, 
pleuritis  of  left  lung ;  died  on  the  fourth  day 
in  convulsion,  seemingly  caused  by  the  in- 

tense agony  she  suffered,  which  morphia, 
chloral,  and  blisters  hardly  mitigated.  I 
reproached  myself,  when  it  was  too  late,  for 
not  bleeding  her.    Case  5,  W.,  set.  45,  had 
been  sick  five  days  before  he  had  any  atten- 
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tion  ;  died  next  day,  after  I  saw  him  first; 
he  was  considerably  narcotized  by  morphia, 
given  too  freely  by  mistake,  and  both  lungs 
seemed  to  be  overwhelmed  by  sudden  con- 

gestion. He  took  twenty  grains  of  quinine 
before  he  died.  Case  6,  J.  K.,  set.  18,  had 
three  attacks  of  pneumonia  before  his  last 
seizure;  had  malarial  cachexia,  with  an  en- 

larged spleen,  the  margins  of  which  could 
hardly  be  distinguished  on  the  right  side  of 
the  abdomen.  Quinine  was  used  freely  with 
him,  but  he  died  on  the  twelfth  day  of  at- 

tack. Case  7,  J.  J.  M.,  set.  28,  had  pleuritis 
of  left  lung,  and  congestion  of  the  spleen 
and  stomach ;  malarial  cachexia  well 
marked ;  was  despondent  on  account  of  the 
death  of  his  wife;  said  he  would  die,  and 
he  did,  on  the  fourth  day  of  sickness. 

In  three  of  the  sixty  cases  treated  mer- 
cury was  used  in  "  alterative"  doses,  and  in 

these  convalescence  was  slowest  to  be  estab- 
lished, and  typhoid  symptoms  were  most 

prominent.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  mer- 
cury freely  used  invites  a  typhoid  train  of 

symptoms,  not  judging,  however,  from 
these  three  cases,  but  I  know  this  fact,  that  a 
great  many  cases  having  these  character- 

istics occur  in  the  practice  of  physicians 
here  who  rely  on  calomel  and  tartar  emetic 
in  pneumonia.  In  three-fourths  of  my 
cases  convalescence  was  fairly  established 
by  the  ninth  day,  often  much  earlier,  if 
quinine  was  given  in  the  congestive  stage. 

For  the  last  two  months  I  have  used  with 

a  good  deal  of  satisfaction,  in  the  exacerba- 
tion of  fevers,  the  following  formula : 

R.    Acidi  nitrici  rr^xvi-xxxij . 
Aquae  fjviij.  M. 

S.  Tablespoon ful  every  hour  until  the  re- mission conies  on. 

It  frequently  excites  diaphoresis  in  a  short 
time.  Since  I  began  its  use  my  patients 
convalesce  sooner,  have  less  disorder  of  the 
secretions;  no  brown,  dry  tongue,  and  no 
tympanites ;  it  seems  to  have  a  tonic  influ- 

ence on  the  alimentary  mucous  membrane, 
restraining  the  extrication  of  gas,  and  an 
antiseptic  effect  on  the  intestinal  contents, 
freeing  the  patient  from  this  source  of  irri- 

tation, which  is  so  productive  of  reflex  cere- 
bral disturbance,  as  delirium,  subsultus  ten- 

dinum,  etc.  I  would  suggest  its  use  in  ty- 
phoid and  typhus  fevers  with  confidence  of 

good  results.  It  is  refrigerant,  antiseptic, 
tonic,  antispasmodic,  and  eliminative.  Now 
all  of  the  conditions  calling  for  these  thera- 

peutic effects  may  depend  on  one  cause ; 
this  cause  produces  effects  which  in  turn 
become  causes,  as  obstruction  can  dam  the 
stream  up  to  its  many  sources.  An  element 
unlocking  the  obstruction,  every  stream  and 
streamlet 

a  Along  the  cool,  sequestered  vale  of  life 
Pursue  the  even  tenor  of  their  way." 
But  it  is  particularly  in  the  diseases  of  hot 

climates  that  this  medicine  is  valuable. 
Here  metamorphosis  is  most  actively  at 
work.  If  excretion  is  interfered  with,  de- 

tritus of  the  tissues  accumulate  in  the  blood, 
obstruction  begins  at  some  point  in  the 
liver,  bowels,  spleen,  kidneys,  lungs,  or 
brain,  and  increases  with  each  round  of  the 
blood  current,  until  the  whole  system  re- 

sponds to  the  irritation  unless  some  healthy 
organ  is  able  to  perform  a  vicarious  part, 
and  provide  an  outlet.  Nature  is  benignant 
as  well  as  malignant  to  man  ;  while  she  sur- 

rounds him  with  death-dealing  agencies 
rising  from  every  marsh  and  fen,  she  stores 
in  the  acid  and  sub-acid  of  fruits  and  vege- 

tables the  antidote,  when  wisely  used.  We 
know  nothing  of  the  nature  of  this  mys- 

terious agency,  the  malarial  poison ;  we 
soon  learn  its  habitats,  and  feel  its  influence. 

Dr.  Weatherly,  of  Alabama,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  thinks  the  first  impression  is 
made  on  the  peripheral  extremities  of 
the  sympathetic  system,  causing,  first, 
paralysis,  then,  congestion,  and  then  we 
have  the  phenomena  that  make  up  a  case  of 
malarial  fever.  Another  writer  thinks  that 
paralysis  is  due  to  the  pricking  of  nerve 
filaments  of  the  sympathetic  by  sharp- 
pointed  crystals  in  the  blood  current.  Dr. 
Q.  C.  Smith,  in  an  article  in  the  Nashville 
Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  describes 
well  the  phenomena  that  follow  congestion. 
Mobility  is  the  life  of  the  blood,  he  says. 
Blood  at  rest  in  the  system  soon  loses  its 
physical  properties,  and  takes  on  chemical 
change,  rendering  it  unfit  for  the  economy. 
Then  there  is  abundant  opportunity  for  the 
work  of  chemical  decomposition  in  every 
case  of  malarial  fever,  even  if  its  manifesta- 

tions are  so  light  that  the  p  tient  is  hardly 
conscious  of  anything  being  wrong  with 
him. 

So,  then,  we  cannot  go  back  of  congestion 
with  any  certainty  of  finding  the  immediate 
cause.  If  we  can  use  remedies  in  time  to 
remove  the  obstruction,  the  blood  takes  up 
its  wonted  channels,  to  the  relief  of  the  other 
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organs,  and  normal  cell-action  is  renewed. 
Nature  puts  us  on  the  track  to  rational  reme- 

dies, in  the  way  mentioned  above;  besides, 
the  almost  universal  craving  for  acids  and 
liquids,  even  when  the  sense  of  taste  is  per- 

verted in  other  respects,  points  out  unmis- 
takably the  way  to  health,  and  should  not 

be  lost  sight  of.  Things  of  this  nature— sol- 
vents—taken into  the  stomach,  perform  their 

office  at  the  very  point  where  they  can 
be  most  effective,  viz.,  at  the  distal  end  of 
the  obstruction ;  this  is  the  only  way  in 
which  I  can  conceive  of  a  medicine  acting 
as  a  refrigerant,  unless  there  is  a  marked 
difference  between  the  temperature  of  the 
ingesta  and  the  parts  acted  on ;  heat  is  a 
necessary  consequence  of  congestion :  take 
away  congestion  and  the  heat  subsides  at 
the  same  time. 

This  is  the  theory  on  which  I  base  the 
nitric  acid  treatment  in  fevers ;  this  acid  is 
as  much  a  hobby  with  me  as  ice  with  Dr. 
Corson.  It  was  recommended  many  years 
ago  in  the  treatment  of  malignant  remittents 
of  the  East  Indies,  and  by  American  physi- 

cians on  several  occasions  ;  it  is  the  basis  of 
nitrate  of  potash  and  spiritus  eth.  nitrosi, 
remedies  of  undoubted  value  in  fevers;  let 
it  make  up  its  affinities  in  the  system,  and 
we  get  its  specific  action  ;  its  primary  action, 
I  believe,  is  to  dissolve  whatever  is  soluble 
in  a  dilute  acid,  and  if  it  finds  obstruction, 
its  influence  is  exerted  at  this  spot,  the  cause 
is  removed,  and  cell  action,  the  sine  qua  non 
of  life,  resumes  its  sway. 

There  is  an  incompatibility  between  nitric 
acid  and  mercury,  quickly  manifesting  itself 

on  the  patient's  gums,  so  I  keep  the  peace 
between  them.  The  latter  is  probably  shelved 
with  me  for  some  time  to  come,  except  in 
chronic  diseases,  where  its  true  place  is  found  ; 
it  will  certainly  reduce  the  energy  of  the 
system,  and  if  effect  was  suspended  with  its 
administration  all  would  be  well,  but  this  is 
not  the  case ;  it  remains  to  vex  doctor  and 
patient,  producing  a  nervous  irritability  in 
many  cases,  and  retarding  recovery ;  the 
mereurialism  has  to  be  treated,  and  not 
always  with  success.  In  conclusion,  I  beg 
leave  to  suggest  to  Southern  physicians  a 
trial  of  the  nitiic  acid  treatment  in  yellow, 
hsematuric,  inter  and  remittent  fevers.  The 
objections  to  its  use  may  be  stated:  inconve- 

nience of  dispensing  to  the  country  practi- 
tioner, and  liability  to  cause  glossitis,  if  not 

sufficiently  diluted. 
,  May  14,  1S72. 

Medical  Societies. 

Medical  Board  of  the  Eastern  Dispensary  of 
New  York. 

At  the  stated  meeting  held  in  April,  1872, 
the  President,  Dr.  R.  J.  O'Sullivan,  called the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  fact  that 
some  time  ago  Dr.  Mulreany  had  read  a 
valuable  paper  on  the 

Summer  Complaint  of  Infants, 
and  as  the  season  was  now  fast  approaching 
when  these  and  kindred  diseases  were  likely 
to  become  prevalent,  he  thought  it  appropri- 

ate to  invite  discussion  on  the  subject,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  best  methods  of  treat- 

ment, etc.,  based  on  the  experience  of  the 
members,  and  called  on  Dr.  Garrish  to  open 
the  discussion. 

Dr.  Garrish  said  :— We  are  now  at  the  ves- 
tibule of  the  season  of  these  complaints. 

Let  there  come  an  increase  in  the  tempera- 
ture, and  the  first  case  to  which  we  are 

called  will  be  one  of  intestinal  disease.  The 
main  thing  to  do  is  to  recognize  the  true 
condition  of  the  child,  and  to  apply  the  pro- 

per remedies.  There  will  be  more  or  hsss 
febrile  action,  passing  into  a  low  tempera- 

ture of  the  extremities,  with  increased  heat 
of  head.  In  the  treatment  of  all  disease  we 
must  take  into  account  every  condition  of 
the  system,  which  often  varies  greatly  in 
the  same  disease.  Some  patients  will  re- 

quire warm  applications,  others  cold.  If 
there  is  increased  heat  of  the  head  we  must 
apply  cold.  He  always  directs  the  nurse  to 
be  careful  to  observe  the  condition  of  the 
head.  He  never  applies  ice  to  the  head,  as 
is  often  done,  by  laying  a  large  lump  of  it 
against  a  particular  spot,  but  always  care- 

fully pounds  it  into  small  fragments,  which 
he  incloses  in  a  bladder,  which  can  then  be 
fitted  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  head;  He 
is  also  particularly  careful  not  to  retain  it 
too  long.  By  the  former  method  of  apply- 

ing it,  one  part  of  the  head  is  frozen,  while 
all  the  rest  remains  as  hot  as  before  ;  but 
the  ice  cap  renders  the  application  of  cold 
equal  to  all  parts  of  the  head. 

The  ice  should  always  be  removed  as  soon 
as  the  temperature  has  been  reduced.  The 
extremities  should  be  carefully  watched, 
and  kept  warm.  Keep  socks  on  the  child's feet  all  through  the  warm  weather.  We 
know  how  impossible  it  is  to  get  to  sleep  until 
the  feet  are  warm.  Most  of  the  cases  of  dy- 

sentery in  children  occur  from  getting  the 
feet  wet,  or  leaving  off  part  of  the  clothing. 
One  reason  why  so  many  children  are  lost 
is  because  it  is  so  difficult  to  get  good  milk. 
The  Health  Board  should  pay  more  atten- 

tion to  this  important  sanitary  measure.  It 
is  a  necessity  and  a  right  that  we  should  de- 

mand that  we  be  supplied  with  pure,  fresh 
milk.  Give  us  this,  and  infant  mortality  will 
be  greatly  lessened.  He  does  not  approve  of 
giving  arrowroot.  It  contains  very  little 
nourishment,  hardly  any  thingexceptstarch. 
Neither  should  very  young  child  red  be  al- 

lowed to  come  to  the  table ;  they  are  almost 
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sure  to  get  articles  which  are  hurtful.  Na- 
ture never  intended  any  food  for  infants 

but  only  good,  pure,  fresh  milk.  The  latter 
only  can  make  good  blood,  and  bone,  and 
muscle. 
There  is  another  thing  we  are  also  very 

apt  to  overlook  in  treating  infants,  and  that 
is  the  condition  of  the  nursing  mother.  We 
prescribe  catechu,  and  chalk  mixture,  and 
other  medicines,  for  the  child,  but  never 
think  of  giving  anything  to  the  mother. 
Let  her  have  good  food  also,  good  milk,  ve- 

getables, and  other  articles  which  will  make 
good  milk,  with  which  to  nourish  the 
child. 

In  intestinal  affections  it  is  always  best  to 
keep  the  patient  in  bed.  How  often  do  we 
find  them  running  about  the  floor?  If  we 
wish  to  be  successful  in  our  treatment  of 
these  complaints  it  is  important  that  the 
child  be  kept  as  quiet  as  possible  on  its 
back.  Children  in  health  should  be  made 
to  wear,  during  the  summer  months,  a 
broad  flannel  bandage  around  the  abdomen. 
The  external  clothing  is  not  sufficient. 
This  bandage  may  be  worn  outside  the 
shirt,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  will  pre- 

vent bowel  complaints. 
As  to  bromide  of  potassium  in  these 

cases,  the  doctor  thinks  it  has  been  much 
overrated.  It  produces  irritation  of  the 
bowels,  and  in  these  complaints  can  never 
meet  with  very  great  success.  It  is  well 
enough  to  cry  up  a  remedy  through  adver- 

tisements and  the  journals,  but  it  will  not 
do  in  practice. 

Diarrhcea  is  simply  a  relaxation  of  the 
bowels,  and  is  not  contagious;  but  dysen- 

tery is  an  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  and 
is  contagious.  Cholera  spreads  through  per- 

sons using  the  same  chamber  or  stool;  this 
has  been  proved  over  and  over  again.  We 
have  seen  it  produced  in  military  camps 
from  this  cause.  It  has  also  been  communi- 

cated through  the  atmosphere,  which  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  following  cases: — 

In  the  British  army,  in  India,  there  came 
up  one  day,  late  in  the  afternoon,  a  black 
cloud,  with  heavy  rain,  which  lasted  some 
twenty  minutes.  Very  soon  afterward  a 
hundred  men  were  taken  down  with  cholera, 
of  whom  forty  died.  Previous  to  this  shower 
not  a  single  case  of  cholera  occurred.  This 
shows  also  that  it  may  be  communicated 
through  the  atmosphere. 

A  United  States  ship  left  a  port  infected 
with  cholera,  and  shortly  after  putting  to 
sea  one  of  the  sailors  had  occasion  to  go  to 
his  chest  for  some  heavier  clothing.  Soon 
after,  cholera  broke  out  on  board,  and  upon 
an  island  two  miles  distant.whither  it  was 
doubtless  carried  from  the  ship. 

In  the  treatment  of  cholera  infantum,  we 
should  permit  as  little  fluid  to  be  drank  as 
possible,  as  it  tends  to  keep  up  the  vomiting. 
Mercury  may  be  given  in  small  doses ;  1-10  of 
a  grain  of  calomel  rubbed  up  with  a  little 
sugar  acts  admirably.  Champagne  is  also 
an  excellent  remedy.  He  had  suggested  it 
for  the  vomiting,  and  found  that  itailayed  it 
very  speedily.    It  is  one  of  the  best  anti- 

emetics which  we  possess.  It  is  also  very 
useful  in  sea-sickness.  To  recapitulate: 
Give  the  child  good  milk,  and  give  it  fre- 

quently. If  the  mother  has  not  milk  enough, 
give  a  little  rice  or  some  of  the  preparations 
of  barley.  2d.  A  broad  flannel  bandage  over 
the  abdomen,  reaching  even  to  the  axilla. 
3d.  If  the  child  becomes  ansemic  and  begins 
to  waste  away,  give  three  to  five  grains  of 
pepsine  with  a  grain  of  bismuth  every  four 
hours;  this  help3  digestion.  These  little 
powders  have  saved  many  a  child's  life,  who would  have  died  without  them.  4th.  Bathe 
the  child  occasionally  with  camphor  water. 
Applications  to  the  head  should  be  made  in 
the  manner  previously  stated. 
Dr..Griscom  spoke  briefly  of  the  advan- 

tages of  the  application  of  electricity,  both 
in  his  own  person,  and  several  patients  to 
whom  he  had  recommended  its  use. 

Dr.  Stephen  Rogers  remarked  that  it  was 
statistical,  and  an  important  fact,  that  cho- 

lera infantum  was  not  so  prevalent  in  its 
peculiar  season  as  was  generally  supposed. 
Not  one  in  ten  of  intestinal  disease  in  chil- 

dren is  true  cholera  infantum.  He  had  often 
given  his  views  on  this  subject,  not  only  to 
medical  friends,  but  in  papers  which  he  had 
read  before  medical  societies.  True  cholera 
in  infants  is  very  rare;  when  it  does  occur, 
it  resembles  Asiatic  cholera  in  adults.  It 
has  no  preceding  diarrhcea,  it  is  speedy  in 
its  course,  passing  into  a  state  of  collapse 
with  vomiting,  purging,  etc.  Much  confu- 

sion exists  in  regard  to  the  nomenclature  of 
intestinal  diseases,  and  we  should  endeavor 
to  discriminate  between  cholera  infantum 
and  the  various  forms  of  diarrhsea  attended 
with  a  state  of  collapse.  The  homoeopathic 
treatment  by  warm  applications  is  some- 

thing which  we  should  consider  very  se- riously. 

Much  evil  is  often  done  by  applying  cold 
to  the  head  in  conditions  of  depression  or 
lowered  vitality,  especially  in  infants.  \Ve 
are  often  deceived  as  to  the  actual  heat  of 
the  head,  though  if  any  part  is  overheated 
it  is  sure  to  be  the  brain.  Many  cases  of 
sunstroke  are  the  result  of  too  great  tempera- 

ture of  the  brain.  When  the  temperature 
of  the  blood  is  as  high  as  104°,  etc.,  if  you 
can  reduce  the  heat  of  the  body  you  will 
save  your  patient.  The  British  army  in 
India  learned  this  important  less  n  from  the 
natives,  and  when  they  adopted  the  practice 
of  the  latter,  the  mortality  from  sunstroke 
became  very  much  lessened.  Such  an  eleva- 

tion of  temperature  never  occurs  in  cholera ; 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  always  great  de- 

pression. The  elevated  temperature  and  im- 
pure atmosphere  have  much  to  do  with  the 

production  of  intestinal  diseases  of  infants 
and  infant  mortality.  The  temperature  of 
New  York  is  about  ten  degrees  above  thatof 
Paris,  and  fifteen  degrees  above  thatof  Lon- 

don ;  this  is  he  average  difference;  thatof 
our  Southern  cities  is  still  higher.  Yet  New 
Orleans  is  a  healthier  city  for  infants  than 
New  York  ;  there  are  two  reasons  for  this : 
first,  the  bodies  of  the  children  are  kept 
cooler,  and  the  Southern  style  of  houses 
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admits  of  the  widest  ventilation.  Young 
children  there  wear  little  clothing,  and  their 
apartments  are  large  and  cool.  Secondly, 
there  is  less  extreme  poverty  and  squalor 
than  in  the  large  cities  of  the  North  ;  the 
children  are  better  fed,  too.  If  the  mother 
cannot  nourish  her  child,  or  has  notsufficient 
milk,  it  is  transferred  to  the  ample  breast  of 
a  negress.  The  question  of  proper  food  for 
infants  is  an  important  one.  He  hoped  that 
this  Society  and  all  other  Medical  Societies 
would  continue  to  agitate  this  subject,  until 
those  who  furnished  this  article  were  com- 

pelled to  deliver  it  pure  and  fresh.  It  is  the 
only  food  that  Providence  ever  intended  for 
the  young. 

Dr.  F.  V.  White  agreed  with  Dr.  Rogers 
as  to  the  necessity  of  a  more  accurate  diag- 

nosis between  cholera  infantum  and  diar- 
rhoea, also  as  to  the  nomenclature  of  them. 

He  had  found  the  former  very  rare,  the  lat- 
ter very  frequent;  the  former  is  sudden 

in  its  attack  ;  we  rind  the  child  with  blue 
lips,  sunken  eyes,  moist,  cold  skin,  pinched 
nose,  shrunken  integuments,  and  general 
appearance  of  collapse.  In  his  treatment  of 
this  condition  he  had  found  benefit  from 
small  doses  of  calomel  with  sugar,  discrimi- 

nating, of  course,  in  cases  in  which  he  ad- 
ministered it ;  to  allay  the  vomiting  he  gives 

iced  brandy  ;  to  a  child  of  two  years  he  gives 
a  teaspoon ful  of  a  mixture  composed  of 
brandy,  white  sugar,  and  pounded  ice ;  the 
latter  sufficiently  dilutes  the  brandy ;  this 
will  allay  the  vomiting.  For  the  diarrhoea, 
minute  doses  of  morphia,  with  bismuth, 
paregoric  and  cinnamon  water.  The  cere- 

bral symptoms  are  generally  sympathetic, 
and  may  be  treated  with  small  doses  of 
opium.  Make  the  surroundings  also  as  fa- 

vorable and  comfortable  as  possible ;  if  much 
thirst  exists,  ice,  or  rice  or  bailey  water  may 
be  given  ;  the  latter  is  best  in  cases  of  diar- 

rhoea. In  dysentery,  a  mixture  of  tinct. 
opii.,  ol.  ricini,  and  aromatic  water  will  be 
found  very  useful.  To  restore  the  digestive 
powers,  afterwards  he  gives  iron  and  qui- 

nine ;  for  adults  and  old  people,  he  has  found 
pepsine  and  bismuth  answer  better. 

Dr.  Rogers  thought  that  too  much  im- 
portance was  attached  to  the  second  summer 

of  childhood.  People  are  apt  to  be  too  much 
alarmed  ;  true  cholera  infantum  is  just  as 
liable  to  occur  during  the  first  as  the  second 
summer,  but  diarrhoea  is  rather  more  fre- 

quent during  the  second.  When  the  child 
has  grown  to  an  age  when  it  gets  other  food, 
both  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  food 
should  be  carefully  regulated.  Diarrhoea  is 
very  apt  to  be  first  induced  by  improper 
food,  as  meats,  vegetables,  fruits,  etc.  Pota- 

toes, unless  properly  cooked,  often  disagree 
with  very  young  children;  they  are  served 
up  in  a  lumpy  condition,  and  these  lumps 
are  very  indigestible  ;  therefore,  during  the 
summer  it  is  well  to  observe  greater  care ; 
the  digestive  apparatus  of  the  child  is  just 
beginningto  adapt  itself  to  the  foodof  adults, 
and  a  slight  irregularity  or  carelessness  may 
produce  much  mischief. 

Diarrhceal  diseases  may  be  often  pre- 
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vented  by  giving  a  child  cold  water  to  drink 
instead  of  milk  or  other  food.  Simple  cold 
water  will  be  better  borne  and  will  not  over- 

tax the  digestive  organs,  and  if  the  child 
gets  sick  stop  all  other  food  and  give  nothing 
but  pure  cold  water  night  and  day.  Our 
aim  should  be  to  prevent  disease  as  well  as 
to  cure  it. 

Dr.  Mulreany  gave  a  hasty  review  of  his 
paper,  touching  upon  certain  points  here 
and  there  which  he  wished  to  emphasize. 
Diarrhceal  diseases,  he  thought,  were  on  the 
increase  in  England,  and  none  of  the  names 
in  common  use  here  were  used  there  at  all. 
"Plum  pudding  disease"  was  a  name  often 
applied,  from  the  . fruits  and  berries  which 
are  so  largely  eaten  during  their  season. 
Most  generally  cramps  attend  the  disease, 
though  sometimes  they  are  absent;  it  seems 
also  to  originate  in  certain  localities.  He 
had  found  most  diseases  here  different  from 
those  of  the  same  name  in  England,  and  dif- 

ferently treated.  Pneumonia,  phthisis,  etc., 
seem  to  differ  in  many  particulars.  The 
doctor  then  recapitulated  his  treatment  of 
the  bowel  complaints  of  infants,  adding  that 
warmth  was  very  necessary  to  the  young 
child;  it  should  sleep  with  its  mother  at 
night,  and  be  suitably  clothed  by  day,  with 
some  covering  for  the  head,  a  turban  or  cap 
of  some  sort ;  this  is  an  excellent  preventive 
of  intestinal  disease. 

Dr.  Rogers  said  that  the  bromide  of  potas- 
sium had  proved  nearly  or  quite  useless  in 

these  complaints.  A  paper  had  been  writ- 
ten on  this  subject,  but  the  author  seemed 

quite  undecided  as  to  its  efficacy,  and  con- 
fessed that  his  subsequent  experience  with 

it  had  not  been  so  favorable  as  his  first. 
Most  physicians  who  had  observed  closely 
and  experimented  extensively  with  it  were 
agreed  as  to  its  being  a  failure.  In  cases 
where  it  is  desired  to  reduce  the  tempera- 

ture of  the  brain  he  thought  that  cold  ap- 
plied to  the  extremities  was  of  greater  bene- 

fit than  when  applied  to  the  head  ;  the 
greater  the  surface  to  which  it  is  applied  the 
better  the  result:  it  is  of  little  moment  what 
you  apply  to  the  head.  The  temperature  is 
reduced  much  quicker  by  immersing  the 
body  or  a  large  part  of  it  into  water. 
Dr.  Mulreany  thought  there  was  func- 

tional paralysis  in  cases  of  cholera  ;  in  look- 
ing for  lesions  in  this  disease  we  shall  be 

disappointed  if  we  expect  to  find  organic 
changes ;  we  may  find  enlarged  liver  or 
spleen  in  certain  diseases,  and  argue  that 
they  are  always  connected  with  and  the 
result  of  such  disease,  but  we  cannot  feel 
certain  that  the  cause  may  not  have  been 
some  previous  malaria.  He  had  noticed 
that  the  post-mortem  appearances  in  cholera were  similar  to  those  found  in  cattle  who 
died  of  rinderpest.  In  the  report  of  the 
Westphalia  Board  of  Health,  for  1866,  he 
found  the  description  of  the  post-mortem 
appearances  of  the  cattle  dead  with  cattle 
disease  almost  exactly  like  those  of  the 
cholera. 
Dr.  F.  V.  White   disagreed  with  Dr. 
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Rogers  in  regard  to  the  frequency  of  cholera 
infantum  during  the  first  summer.  His  ex- 

perience while  holding  the  chair  of  Chil- 
dren's Diseases  in  the  Eastern  Dispensary 

had  been  different.  Nursing  children  are 
not,  it  is  true,  so  liable  to  disease  as  older 
children.  There  is  less  disease  of  a  diar- 

rheal nature  during  the  first  than  the  sec- 
ond year.  He  would  ask  Dr.  Rogers  if  he 

understood  him  to  say  that  he  allows  a 
child  sick  with  diarrhoea  to  drink  only  of 
water  ? 

Dr.  Rogers  replied  that  he  did,  and  he 
would  repeat  it  emphatically ;  he  would  not 
force  the  child  to  take  milk  or  other  liquid 
food ;  he  would  give  nothing  but  water,  ice 
water  even,  and  let  him  have  it  just  as  long 
as  he  would  take  it.  So  soon  as  food  is 
wanted  the  child  will  make  its  wants 
known,  but  until  then  he  would  not  refuse 
cold  water,  night  or  day. 
Dr.  White  could  not  agree  with  this. 

Water  at  such  times  acted  very  much  with 
children  as  with  adults  ;  it  was  rejected  from 
the  stomach  almost  as  soon  as  taken.  He 
thought  if  given  at  all  it  should  be  given  in 
very  small  quantities,  or  better  still,  small 
bits  of  ice  might  be  given  and  allowed  to 
dissolve  in  the  mouth.  As  to  beef  tea,  he 
has  found  that  if  the  digestive  organs  will 
bear  it,  it  assists  to  restore  the  wasted 

condition  of  the  system.  It  may  be  given 
aloue  or  combined  with  rice  water.  He 
thinks  the  second  summer  a  very  critical 
period.  The  nervous  system  is  then  more 
irritable,  and  dentition  more  active,  either 
of  which  is  sufficient,  in  the  infant  constitu- 

tion, to  seriously  complicate  any  disease 
affecting  the  child  at  that  time.  He  had 
found  condensed  milk  an  excellent  substi- 

tute when  cows'  milk  could  not  be  obtained, 
but  he  did  not  know  as  it  was  any  better 
than  the  ordinary  milk  supplied  by  the 
dealers.  Sometimes  it  is  inferior  to  the  lat- 

ter, and  its  peculiar  taste  renders  it  disagree- 
able to  children.  If  its  use  is  continued, 

the  liking  for  it  in  such  cases  must  be  an 
acquired  one,  like  that  for  tomatoes  and 
other  articles.  Aside  from  this  there  is  no 
objection  to  it,  and  very  often  it  is  an  excel- 

lent substitute.  We  are  too  prone  to  ex- 
Claim  against  the  milk  of  the  dealers,  since 
the  stump-tail  excitement,  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  years  ago.  We  can  get  the  best  of 
milk  if  we  are  willing  to  pay  a  little  more 
for  it ;  but  even  pure  milk  is  liable  to  deterio- 

ration, if  brought  from  a  distance  on  the  rail- 
roads, so  that  as  much  might  be  said  for  as 

against  the  milk  of  the  retail  dealers.  The 
ascertained  results  of  one  hundred  infants 
fed  on  the  latter  are  in  favor  of  its  general 
good  quality. 

•  Editorial  Department. 
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NOTES  ON  BOOKS. 

 The  Medical  Herald  .and  Journal  of 
Pharmacy,  heretofore  published  in  Leaven- 

worth, Kansas,  has  been  discontinued. 

 Dr.    Wilhelm   Ulrich    is  seeing 
through  the  press  an  Internationales  Woer- 
terbuch  der  Pflanzennamen,  in  Latin,  Ger- 

man, English  and  French.  Those  who  de- 
sire, can  subscribe  to  it  through  Mr.  E. 

Steiger,  New  York  city. 
 We  have  received  : — 

Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Alumni 
Association  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  1872. 
Proceedings  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 

District  of  Columbia,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
death  of  Robert  King  Stone,  M.  D.,  with 
the  address  of  Dr.  Thomas  Miller. 

Announcement,  Charter  and  By-Laws  of 

the  Woman's  Hospital  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Hospital,  1872.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  this  Hospital  was  the  scene 

of  some  disturbances  about  "  mixed  clinics," 
a  year  or  so  ago.    This  report  sa\'S  : — 
"The  clinical  teaching  of  the  Hospital 

has  been  carried  out,  avoiding  all  mixed  in- 
structions, as  directed  by  the  Contributors 

at  their  last  meeting.  Under  the  advice  of 

the  Hospital  Staff'  these  lectures  have  been 
made  free  to  all  students  of  incorporated  in- 

stitutions recommended  by  the  lecturers. 
Under  these  regulations  there  has  been  an 
attendance  of  580  students,  the  number  of 
male  students  being  520,  and  also  a  separate 
class  of  sixty  female  students. 

"In  carrying  out  your  views,  the  Mana- 
gers feel  that  they  have  to  some  extent  pre- 

judiced the  favorable  estimation  of  the  Hos- 
pital in  the  minds  of  warm  friends,  which 

evil  they  hope  will  now  be  removed,  and 
friendly  aid,  so  long  extended,  not  be  with- 

held in  the  future." 
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S,  W.  BUTLER,  M,  D.,  D.  G.  BRINTON,  M.  D.,  Editors- 

Cf- Medical  Societies  and  Clinical  Reports  Notes 
and  Observations,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Corres- 

pondence, News,  etc.,  etc.,  of  general  medical  in- 
terest, are  respectfully  solicited. 

Articles  of  special  importance,  such  especially  as 
require  original  experimental  research,  analysis, 
or  observation,  will  be  liberally  paid  for. 

To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  prac- 
tical, brie/  as  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  subject, 

and  carefully  prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revi- 
sion. 

Subscribers  are  requested  to  forward  to  us 
copies  of  newspapers  containing  reports  of  Medi- 

cal Society  meetings,  or  other  items  of  special 
medical  interest. 
We  particularly  value  the  practical  experience  of 

country  practitioners,  many  of  whom  possess  a 
fund  of  information  that  rightfully  belongs  to  the 
profession. 
The  Proprietor  and  Editors  disclaim  all  respon- 

sibility for  statements  made  over  the  names  of 
correspondents. 

Jg^T"  Quite  too  many  of  our  subscribers, 
many  of  them  old,  personal  friends,  are  in 

arrears  on  their  subscriptions,  aggregating 

a  large  amount  of  money  that  we  ought  to 

have  in  order  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 

our  enterprise.  These  parties  are  requested 

to  settle  their  accounts  immediately,  or  at 

least  communicate  with  us  at  once — for, 

instead  of  at  present  further  enlarging  our 

edition  to  accommodate  new  subscribers,  we 

shall  resort  to  the  expedient  of  dropping  the 

unprofitable  ones,  and  putting  their  bills 

into  the  hands  of  a  collector.  *  *  * 

THE  USES  OF  MINERAL  WATERS. 

The  advantages  of  "a  course  of  mineral 
waters"  have  been  very  variously  estimated 
by  different  authorities.  The  late  Professor 
Dunglison  used  to  express  his  doubts 
whether,  per  se,  they  do  any  good  at  all, 
and  he  was  accustomed  to  attribute  the  im- 

provement not  seldom  manifest  in  those 
who  visit  such  health  resorts  to  the  journey, 
change  of  air  and  diet,  rest,  and  the  happy 
effects  of  faith  in  a  favorite  Spa. 

Others,  on  the  contrary,  hold  that  no  arti- 
ficial combination  of  remedial  agents  can 

equal  in  benefit  these  compounds  made  by 

nature,  and  they  say  that  the  mere  chemi- 
cal elements  included  in  mineral  waters  do 

not  adequately  represent  the  virtues  of  their 
natural  combination.  Such  mystical  phi- 

losophy as  this  is  not  likely  to  fiud  ready  ac- 
ceptance in  these  days  of  positive  science, 

and  unless  supported  by  evidence  of  an  in- 
controvertible nature,  claims  of  the  kind 

will  not  advance  the  reputation  of  a  spring. 

Yet  there  are  examples  in  France  and 
Germany  where  springs  have  a  wide  fame 
for  the  cure  of  certain  diseases  without  any 

visible  reason  why  in  their  waters. 

It  would  be  a  most  desirable  study  in  this 

country  for  a  physician  of  experience  in 
such  matters  to  make  a  tour  to  our  most  re- 

nowned mineral  waters,  and  to  ascertain 
more  accurately  than  we  can  now  learn, 
their  real  merits.  Most  of  the  published 

descriptions  now  extant  are  by  proprietors, 
hotel  keepers,  or  those  in  their  interest,  who 

are  only  concerned  to  brag  as  loudly  as  possi- 
ble about  the  virtues  of  particular  sources. 

Certain  it  is  that  the  prolonged  use  of  any 
mineral  water,  in  health  or  disease,  is  of 
doubtful  efficacy,  and  is  generally  directly 

prejudicial. 
Magnesia  in  large  quantities  is  objection- 

able, as  are  also  lime  salts.  They  are  liable 
to  cause  dyspepsia.  It  is  said  that  horses 
acquire  a  rough  coat  if  supplied  with  water 
containing  a  large  quantity  of  sulphate  of 
lime.  Goitre  and  cretinism  are  attributed 

to  these  impurities  in  water;  at  least,  the 
facts  observed  make  this  reference  extremely 

probable.  The  goitre  appeared  in  the  Dur- 
ham jail,  afflicting  a  large  proportion  of  the 

convicts.  The  spring  water  with  which 

they  were  supplied  was  analyzed,  and  found 
to  contain  77  grains  of  lime  and  magnesia 
salts  per  gallon.  On  substituting  for  this  a 
water  containing  only  18  grains  of  these 
salts,  it  was  found  that  the  old  cases  rapidly 

improved,  while  no  new  cases  made  their 



June  29,  1872.]  Notes  and 

appearance.  In  the  limestone  districts  of 
England,  Switzerland,  and  central  New 

York,  this  goitre  has  been  traced  over  con- 
siderable areas.  At  Goruckpoor,  in  India, 

where  the  waters  are  quite  calcareous,  10 
per  cent,  of  the  adults  are  afflicted  with 
goitre,  and  many  of  the  children  are  cretins. 
Even  the  cats  and  dogs  are  said  to  be  afflicted 
with  cretinism,  which  is  a  kind  of  idiotic 

insanity.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  in  Ire- 
land, on  the  Waterford  side  of  the  Suir, 

where  sandstones  and  slates  prevail,  goitre 
and  cretinism  are  almost  unknown,  while 

on  the  Kilkenny  side,  where  limestones 
abound,  goitre  is  not  uncommon. 

Still,  perfectly  pure  water  is  not  the  best 
for  a  common  beverage.  Every  one  knows 
that  distilled  water  is  flat  and  insipid.  It  is 
probably  not  even  the  healthiest.  Dr. 
Letheby,  one  of  the  highest  authorities  on 
the  sanitary  relations  of  water,  considers 
water  of  moderate  hardness  preferable  to 
very  soft  water  for  domestic  purposes. 
About  six  grains  of  carbonate  of  lime  per 
gallon  is  desirable.  He  finds  that  the  death 
rate  is  less  in  cities  supplied  with  moderately 
hard  water  than  in  those  supplied  with  soft 
water. 

It  is  a  familiar  fact  that  it  is  a  great  advan- 
tage in  making  tea  or  coffee  to  use  water  of 

about  five  degrees  of  hardness,  that  is,  con- 
taining about  five  grains  of  carbonate  of 

lime  or  its  equivalent  in  the  gallon.  A  per- 
son of  very  nice  taste  can  tell  the  difference 

in  tea  or  coffee  made  with  water  in  which 
the  difference  is  not  more  than  two  or  three 

grains  of  lime  or  magnesia  t:>  the  gallon.  It 
is  on  this  account  that  certain  wells  have  a 

great  reputation  as  "tea  wells."  In  olden 
times  there  were  two  or  three  such  wells  in 

New  York,  and  a  boy  was  kept  by  the  cor- 
poration to  pump  for  the  benefit  of  the  na- 

tives. The  fine  flavor  of  the  tea  made  with 
such  water  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  five  or 

six  grains  of  carbonate  of  lime  prevent  the 
water  from  dissolving  the  astringent  matter 

contained  in  the  tea,  without  interfering 
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with  the  extraction  of  the  theine  and  the 
other  desirable  constituents  of  the  leaf. 

Artesian  wells,  which  throw  forth  as  a 
rule  water  heavily  charged  with  mineral 

elements,  have  been  found  to  have  a  de- 
cidedly prejudicial  effect  on  the  health  of 

their  neighborhoods.  Conspicuous  exam- 
ples of  this  have  recently  been  adduced  from 

the  State  of  Mississippi  and  elsewhere. 

Notes  and  Comments. 

Constituents  of  Casein. 

It  appears  from  some  researches  of  Luba- 
vin  that  when  casein  is  digested  with  pep- 

sin and  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  a  certain 
residue  (dy^peptine)  always  remains.  This 
consists  of  two  bodies,  which  can  be  sepa- 

rated by  means  of  sodium  carbonate.  One 
of  them  seems  to  be  of  an  albuminous  na- 

ture; the  other  can  be  partly  dissolved  by 
redigestion,  but  leaves  a  residue  which  is 
not  albuminous.  He  considers  that  casein, 
like  vitellin  and  haemoglobin,  is  composed 
of  an  albuminous  body,  combined  with  a 
non-albuminous  one.  He  thinks  that,  when 
albuminous  bodies  are  decomposed  by  water, 
acids,  ferments,  or  putrefaction,  they  take 
up  water,  and  split  up  first  into  pepsines, 
and  then  into  leucine  and  tyrosine. 

The  Eucalyptus  Globulus  as  a  Disinfectant  and Dressing. 

Some  highly  important  observations  are 
contributed  to  the  Bulletin  General  de 

Therapeutique,  of  May  15,  by  Dr.  Demar- 
quay.  In  his  researches  to  find  a  disinfec- 

tant, itself  of  pleasant  odor,  and  free  from 
the  disagreeable  stains  of  permanganate  of 
potash,  he  tried,  and  with  the  most  satisfac- 

tory success,  a  tincture  of  the  Eucalyptus 
globulus.  He  reports  nine  cases,  including 
gunshot  wound,  cancer,  necrosis  of  bone, 
hospital  gangrene,  and  child-bed  injuries, 
in  all  of  which  the  local  application  of  the 
tincture  not  only  destroyed  promptly  all 
fetid  odor,  but  also  improved  the  appetite 
and  sleep  of  the  patients,  and  rendered  the 
atmosphere  of  the  ward  fragrant  and  health- 

ful, instead  of  nauseating  and  foul,  as  it  had 
previously  been.  Should  further  trials  con- 

firm these  results,  it  will  be  a  most  gratify- 
ing discovery. 
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Retirement. 
Professor  A.  C.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  has  retired 

from  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  and 
Dr.  Wm.  Warren  Greene  has  been  ap- 

pointed Professor  of  Surgery  in  his  place. 

Departure. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Da  Costa,  Professor  of  Practice 

in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  sailed  for 
Europe  on  the  26th,  to  be  absent  two  months. 

A  Handsome  Legacy. 
A  residuary  legacy  by  John  Redman,  a 

Boston  master  builder,  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital,  has  turned  out,  on  a  final 
settlement  of  the  estate,  to  amount  to  $446,- 000. 

A  Well-timed  Compliment. 
The  Hon.  James  C.  Curtis,  of  Cochecton, 

N.  Y.,  celebrated  his  golden  wedding — the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  marriage— on 
June  19th.  During  the  festivities  he  took 
occasion  to  say  that  he  owed  the  possibility 
of  such  an  unusual  and  fortunate  event, 
under  Providence,  to  his  family  physician, 
our  old  friend  and  contributory  Dr.  W.  L. 
Appley,  who  for  thirty-five  years  had  been 
his  family  physician.  Certainly  a  just  and 
well-timed  compliment. 

Detroit  Medical  College. 

The  Detroit  Medical  College,  whose  adver- 
tisement appears  in  another  column,  and 

which  has  bitherto  held  its  regular  session 
in  the  Spring  and  Summer  months,  has 
changed  its  annual  programme,  and  will 
hold  its  regular  term  of  instruction  hereafter 
in  the  Autumn  and  Winter.  There  are 
several  hospitals  connected  with  the  college, 
and  it  has  besides  other  advantages  which 
will  be  appreciated  by  medical  students. 

The  Medical  Schools  of  France. 
M.  Jules  Simon  has  intimated  his  inten- 

tion of  reorganizing  the  medical  curriculum 
in  the  various  schools  of  France.  He  pro- 

poses to  maintain  the  faculties  of  medicine 
as  they  now  exist,  to  extend  that  of  Paris, 
and  to  create  new  faculties  at  Bordeaux, 
Lyons,  Nantes,  Lille,  and  Nancy. 

A  New  Medical  Baronet. 
It  is  announced  in  Dublin  that  Dr.  Wm. 

Stokes,  Regius  Professor  of  Physic  in 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  Physician  to 
the  Queen  in  Ireland,  is  about  to  receive  a 
baronetcy.  Dr.  Stokes  is  the  acknowledged 
head  of  the  profession  in  Ireland.  His  year 
of  Presidency  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 

ciation was  marked  by  great  public  aud 
professional  services.  His  recent  services  to 
the  State  on  the  Royal  Sanitary  Commission 
have  worthily  crowned  a  career  of  unusual 
distinction. 

The  Cholera. 

Constantinople,  June  13.— The  cholera 
has  appeared  in  the  southern  part  of  Russia, 
and  all  vessels  arriving  here  from  Russian 
ports  in  the  Black  Sea  are  placed  in  quaran- tine. 

Dr.  Joseph  Lemley,  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  of  Mississippi,  died  at  Jackson,  on 
Thursday  night,  June  6,  from  an  overdose 
of  morphine,  administered  by  himself. 

The  Senate  has  confirmed  Medical  Direc- 
tor James  C.  Palmer  to  be  Chief  of  the  Navy 

Bureau  of  Medical  Surgeons. 

The  habit  of  eating  arsenic  to  beautify  the 
complexion  is  said  to  be  largely  on  the  in- 

crease among  both  sexes  in  New  York. 

Ice  factories  are  multiplying  in  the  South. 
Most  of  the  machines  used  are  a  French  in- vention. 

Among  the  latest  reforms  spoken  of  is  that 
of  a  reformation  of  botanical  names. 

MAREIAGES. 

Averill— Knight.— In  New  York,  June  17th,  in 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  by  Rev.  T.  D.  Anderson, 
D.  P.,  Walter  I.  Averill  andMise  Cornelia  A.,  only 
daughter  of  James  Knight,  M.  D.,  both  of  that city. 
Daha- Pawling.— At  the  residence  of  J.  H.  Os- 

borne, Esq.,  near  Morris ville,  Pa.,  June  13th,  1872, 
by  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Knauff,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  S.  Manning,  Robert  S.  Liana,  M.  D.,  and 
Miss  Fanny  J.  Pawling 
Foster— Hdwari>3.— June  19,  at  the  old  home- 

stead, in  Hunter.  Creen  County,  N.  Y.,  by  Rev. 
George  A.  .Howard.  D.  D.,of  Catskill,  Henry  Foster, 
M.  O.,  of  Clifton  Springs,  and  Mary  E.,  daughter 
of  William  W.  Edwards,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Jam tcs— Thompson.— In  the  Second  Presbyterian 

Church,  Rahway,  N.  J.,  June  19,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Lig- gett, assisted  by  Rev.  David  M.  James,  of  Bath, 
Pa.,  and  Rev.  C.  H.  Edyar,  L>.  1)  ,  of  Easton,  Pa., 
Hiram  H.  James,  M.  D.,  and  Fannie  B.,  daughter 
of  the  late  Jonathan  Thompson,  both  of  Rahway, JSew  Jersey. 
Mka(  ham  —  Stone.  —  In  Brattleboro,  Vermont, 

June  O  h,  by  William  S.  Newton,  Esq.,  Dr.  Hiram 
A.  Meacham,  of  Orange,  Mass.,  and  Mrs.  Adelaide 
Stone,  of  Barre,  Mass. 
Morsick— Washburn.— May  30,  1872,  at  the  resi- 

dence oi  the  bride's  parent,  Rev.  Jacob  Washburn, at  Pleasantville,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  by 
the  bride's  father,  assisted  by  Rev.  O.  Haviland, 
George  Morsick,  M.  D.,  of  Nyack-on-the-Hudson, and  Miss  Julia.  Washburn. 
Simpson— J  ames.— June  11,  by  Rev.  Emory  Buhr- 

man,  Dr.  T.  W.  Simpson,  of  Liberty,  Frederick 
County,  Md.,  and  Miss  Jennie  James,  of  Frederick 
County,  Md.,  formerly  of  Loudon  Countj',  Va. Smith-  Novell.— In  Alstead,  Vermont,  June  12, 
by  Kev.  W.  B.  T.  Smith,  Sumner  T.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of 
Claiemont,  and  Ellen  M.,  daughter  of  Bolivar  Lo- vell,  or  Alstead. 
Thomas— Clark.— In  Hancock,  Vermont,  June 

10th,  by  Rev.  George  S.  Guernsey,  Dr.  George  R. 
Thomas,  of  Starkaboro,  and  Miss  Harriet  A.  Clark, of  Hancock. 

DEATHS. 

Martien.— In  St.  Charles,  Missouri,  on  May  11th, 
James  Mitchell  Martien,  M.  D.,  in  the  67th  year  of his  age.. 
Strawn.— In  Philadelphia,  on  the  17th  instant, Ella  wife  of  Dr.  Joseph  SJrawn,  and  daughter of  the  late  William  R.  Paul. 
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